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INTRODUCTION 

 

Theatre production is a collaborative process that brings dramatic works to life through performance. It 

involves a range of activities, including planning, rehearsing, managing, and executing a play. 

Participation in theatre production allows students to gain practical experience, develop teamwork skills, 

and understand the various roles involved in staging a performance. 

This series aims to introduce you to the fundamentals of theatre production, participation orientation, and 

basic theatre management skills. 

We shall commence this Series by examining the concept of theatre production, its stages, and the roles 

involved in the process. Next, we will explore participation in theatre production, focusing on teamwork 

and the responsibilities of students in production activities. Finally, we will introduce theatre 

management, including front-of-house and backstage operations, and the organizational skills required for 

effective production. 

 

Series learning outcomes 

 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 1.1 define theatre production and explain its stages, 

SLO 1.2 identify key roles in theatre production, 

SLO 1.3 explain the concept of participation orientation in theatre, 

SLO 1.4 demonstrate understanding of teamwork in production, 

SLO 1.5 describe front-of-house and backstage operations, and 

SLO 1.6 explain basic theatre management skills. 
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1.1 Overview of Theatre Production 

1.1.1 meaning of theatre production 

Theatre production is the process through which a dramatic script is transformed into a live performance. 

The term theatre production refers to all activities involved in staging a play, including planning, 

rehearsing, designing, and performing. 

It combines artistic creativity with technical execution, requiring collaboration among various participants 

such as actors, directors, designers, and crew members. 

Understanding theatre production provides the foundation for active participation in stage performances. 

Fill in the blank: Theatre production involves staging a ___ performance. 

 

 

Figure 1.1 Theatre production 

 

1.1.2 stages of play production 

A theatre production follows a sequence of stages. 

These stages typically include pre-production, rehearsal, performance, and post-production. Each stage 

involves specific tasks that contribute to the success of the production. 
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Pre-production focuses on planning, rehearsal develops the performance, and performance brings the play 

to the audience. 

Understanding these stages helps you appreciate how a play is organised from start to finish. 

Fill in the blank: The first stage of production is ___. 

 

1.1.3 roles in theatre production 

Theatre production involves many roles, each contributing to the overall performance. 

Key roles include the director, who oversees the artistic vision; actors, who perform the script; and the 

technical crew, who handle lighting, sound, and stage setup. 

Other roles include stage managers, designers, and front-of-house staff. 

Understanding these roles helps you identify your place within a production team. 

Fill in the blank: The ___ oversees the artistic vision of a play. 

 

 

 

Figure 1.2 Roles in theatre production 
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Pilot questions 1.1  

1. Theatre production refers to:   

   A. Writing scripts   

   B. Staging a play   

   C. Reading books   

   D. Drawing sets   

 

2. Theatre production involves:   

   A. Collaboration   

   B. One person   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

 

3. The first stage of production is:   

   A. Performance   

   B. Rehearsal   

   C. Pre-production   

   D. Post-production   

 

4. The director is responsible for:   

   A. Costumes only   

   B. Lighting only   

   C. Music only   

   D. Artistic vision   
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5. Actors are responsible for:   

   A. Performing roles   

   B. Designing sets   

   C. Managing tickets   

   D. Lighting design   

 

1.2.1 meaning of participation orientation 

Participation orientation in theatre refers to the process of preparing individuals to engage in production 

activities actively. The term participation orientation involves introducing students to the roles, 

expectations, and responsibilities within a theatre production. 

It helps students understand how to contribute effectively, whether on stage or behind the scenes. This 

orientation ensures that everyone involved is aware of their duties and how they fit into the production 

process. 

Understanding participation orientation is essential for effective involvement in theatre production. 

Fill in the blank: Participation orientation prepares students to ___ in production. 
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Figure 1.3 Participation in theatre 

 

1.2.2 Importance of teamwork in theatre 

 

Theatre production is a collaborative effort that depends on teamwork. 

The term teamwork refers to the ability of individuals to work together towards a common goal. In 

theatre, successful performance relies on cooperation among actors, directors, and technical crew. 

Effective teamwork ensures smooth rehearsals, coordinated performances, and successful productions. 

Understanding teamwork helps you function effectively within a production team. 

Fill in the blank: Teamwork involves working towards a ___ goal. 
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Table 1.2 Importance of teamwork 

 

1.2.3 roles of students in production 

 

Students play various roles in theatre production. 

They may act as performers, stage managers, designers, or members of the technical crew. Each role 

contributes to the overall success of the production. 

Participating in different roles allows students to gain practical experience and develop diverse skills. 

Understanding these roles helps you identify your strengths and interests in theatre. 

Fill in the blank: Students can participate as actors, crew, or ___. 
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Figure 1.4 Student roles in production 

 

Pilot questions 1.2  

1. Participation orientation refers to:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Numbers   

   C. Preparing for involvement   

   D. Ignoring production   

2. Teamwork involves:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Working alone   

   C. Numbers   

   D. Working together   



 

 la-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION 
STUDENTS 

 

3. Theatre production depends on:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Numbers   

   C. Collaboration   

   D. One person   

4. Students can participate as:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Audience only   

   C. Numbers   

   D. Actors and crew   

5. Teamwork helps to:   

   A. Improve coordination   

   B. Cause confusion   

   C. Silence   

   D. Stop production   

 

1.3 Introduction to Theatre Management 

1.3.1 meaning of theatre management 

Theatre management involves the organisation and coordination of activities in a theatre production. The 

term theatre management refers to the planning, supervision, and control of all aspects of a production to 

ensure its success. 

It includes managing resources, coordinating teams, and ensuring that all parts of the production run 

smoothly. 
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Understanding theatre management helps you appreciate how productions are organised and executed 

effectively. 

Fill in the blank: Theatre management involves ___ and coordination. 

 

 

 

Figure 1.5 Theatre management 

 

1.3.2 front-of-house and backstage operations 

Theatre management includes both front-of-house and backstage operations. 

Front-of-house refers to areas that interact directly with the audience, such as ticketing, ushering, and 

audience services. 

Backstage refers to areas behind the scenes where technical and performance preparations occur. 

Both areas must work together to ensure a smooth production. 

Understanding these operations helps you see how different parts of a theatre function. 
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Fill in the blank: Front-of-house deals with the ___. 

 

 

Table 1.3 Front-of-house vs backstage 

 

1.3.3 Basic organizational skills in theatre 

Successful theatre management requires strong organizational skills. These include planning, 

communication, time management, and coordination. These skills ensure that tasks are completed 

efficiently and that the production runs smoothly. Organizational skills help prevent confusion and 

improve overall performance quality. 

Understanding these skills is essential for effective participation in theatre production. 

Fill in the blank: Organizational skills include planning and ___. 
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Figure 1.6 Organizational skills 

 

Pilot questions 1.3  

1. Theatre management refers to:   

   A. Organization of production   

   B. Acting   

   C. Singing   

   D. Dancing   

2. Front-of-house deals with:   

   A. Technical work   

   B. Lighting only   

   C. Audience services   

   D. Costumes   
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3. Backstage operations involve:   

   A. Technical preparation   

   B. Audience seating   

   C. Ticket sales   

   D. Ushers   

4. Organisational skills include:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Numbers   

   C. Costume design   

   D. Planning and communication   

5. Theatre management ensures:   

   A. Confusion   

   B. Smooth production   

   C. Silence   

   D. Delay   
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Series summary 

In this Series, you were introduced to the fundamentals of theatre production and participation orientation. 

You began by examining the concept of theatre production, its stages, and the roles involved in staging a 

play. You then explored participation in theatre production, focusing on teamwork and students' 

responsibilities within a production team. Finally, you studied basic theatre management, including front-

of-house and backstage operations, as well as the organizational skills required for effective production. 

By engaging with these topics, you should now be able to define theatre production, identify key roles, 

understand participation orientation, and explain basic theatre management practices. These skills align 

with the Series Learning Outcomes and prepare you for active involvement in theatre production 

activities. 

 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

Backstage: The area behind the stage where technical and performance preparations take place. 

Front-of-house: The section of a theatre that interacts directly with the audience, including ticketing and 

ushering. 

Participation orientation: The process of preparing individuals to actively engage in theatre production. 

Teamwork: The ability of individuals to work together towards a common goal in a production. 

Theatre management: The organization and coordination of activities involved in theatre production. 

Theatre production: The process of staging a dramatic work from planning to performance. 

Stage roles: The different responsibilities performed by individuals in a theatre production, such as acting 

and directing. 

Organizational skills: Skills such as planning, communication, and coordination are used in managing 

theatre activities. 
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Concept check questions 1 

Objective questions 

 

1. Theatre production refers to:   

   A. Writing scripts   

   B. Staging a play   

   C. Singing   

   D. Drawing sets   

   (Linked to SLO 1.1) 

 

2. The first stage of production is:   

   A. Performance   

   B. Pre-production   

   C. Rehearsal   

   D. Post-production   

   (Linked to SLO 1.1) 

 

3. Teamwork involves:   

   A. Working alone   

   B. Working together   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

   (Linked to SLO 1.4) 
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4. Front-of-house deals with:   

   A. Technical work   

   B. Audience services   

   C. Lighting   

   D. Costumes   

   (Linked to SLO 1.5) 

 

Short-answer questions 

5. Define theatre production and explain its stages.   

(Linked to SLO 1.1) 

6. Identify key roles in theatre production.   

(Linked to SLO 1.2) 

7. Explain participation orientation in theatre.   

(Linked to SLO 1.3) 

8. Describe the importance of teamwork in production.   

(Linked to SLO 1.4) 

9. Differentiate between front-of-house and backstage operations.   

(Linked to SLO 1.5) 

 

Long-answer questions 

10. Analyse the process of theatre production from planning to performance.   

(Linked to SLO 1.1) 

 

11. Evaluate the role of teamwork and participation in theatre production.   
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(Linked to SLO 1.3, SLO 1.4) 

12. Examine the importance of theatre management in successful productions.   

(Linked to SLO 1.6) 

 

Answers to concept check questions 1 

Objective questions 

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

 

Short-answer questions 

5. Theatre production is the process of staging a play, including pre-production, rehearsal, performance, 

and post-production.   

 

6. Key roles include director, actors, stage manager, and technical crew.   

 

7. Participation orientation prepares individuals to engage effectively in production roles.   

 

8. Teamwork ensures coordination, cooperation, and successful performance outcomes.   

 

9. Front-of-house interacts with the audience, while backstage handles technical and performance 

preparation.   

 

Long-answer questions 



 

 la-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION 
STUDENTS 

 

10. Basic response: Theatre production involves stages from planning to performance.   

 

Value-added response: The process includes planning, rehearsals, execution, and evaluation, requiring 

coordination among creative and technical teams.   

 

11. Basic response: Teamwork is important in theatre.   

 

Value-added response: Teamwork enables collaboration among cast and crew, ensuring smooth 

coordination and effective performance delivery.   

 

12. Basic response: Theatre management organises production.   

 

Value-added response: Theatre management ensures efficient planning, coordination, and execution, 

contributing to the overall success of a production. 

 

Answers to pilot questions 1 

 

Answers to pilot questions 1 (Final Fixed) 

 

Pilot questions 1.1   

1. B   

2. A   

3. C   

4. D   
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5. A   

 

Pilot questions 1.2   

1. C   

2. D   

3. C   

4. D   

5. A   

 

Pilot questions 1.3   

1. A   

2. C   

3. A   

4. D   

5. B    
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Figure 1.1: Theatre production 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing components of theatre production 

including acting, directing, and design.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “theatre production components diagram OER” 

 

Figure 1.2: Roles in theatre production 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing roles in theatre production such as 

director, actor, and crew.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “roles in theatre production diagram OER” 

 

Figure 1.3: Participation in theatre 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing different student roles in theatre 

production participation.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “theatre participation roles diagram OER” 

 

Figure 1.4: Student roles in production 
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AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing roles of students in theatre 

production such as actors and crew.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “student roles theatre production diagram OER” 

 

Figure 1.5: Theatre management 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing functions of theatre management 

such as planning and coordination.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “theatre management diagram OER” 

 

Figure 1.6: Organisational skills 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing key organisational skills in theatre 

management.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “theatre organisational skills diagram OER” 

 

Table 1.1: Stages of play production 

AI-assisted content based on theatre production studies 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing stages of play production with descriptions.” 

Search reference: “stages of play production table OER” 

 

Table 1.2: Importance of teamwork 

AI-assisted content based on performance studies 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing importance of teamwork in theatre production.” 
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Search reference: “teamwork theatre benefits table OER” 

 

Table 1.3: Front-of-house vs backstage 

AI-assisted content based on theatre management 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table comparing front-of-house and backstage operations.” 

Search reference: “front of house vs backstage table OER” 
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Series 2: Play Selection, Rehearsals, and Production Processes 

 

2.1 Choosing the Play 

2.1.1 Criteria for selecting a play 

2.1.2 Factors influencing play selection 

2.1.3 Matching play to audience and resources 

 

2.2 Rehearsals in Theatre Production 

2.2.1 Meaning of rehearsal 

2.2.2 Types of rehearsals 

2.2.3 Rehearsal techniques and processes 

 

2.3 Production Styles and Processes 

2.3.1 Meaning of production styles 

2.3.2 Types of production styles 

2.3.3 Steps in production process 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Selecting the right play and preparing it for performance are critical steps in theatre production. The 

success of a production depends not only on the script chosen but also on how effectively rehearsals are 

conducted and how production processes are managed. Each stage requires careful planning, 

coordination, and creative decision-making. 

The aim of this Series is to develop your understanding of play selection, rehearsal practices, and 

production processes in theatre. 
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We shall commence this Series by examining how plays are selected, including the criteria and factors 

that influence selection. Next, we will explore rehearsals, focusing on their purpose, types, and 

techniques. Finally, we will examine production styles and processes, highlighting how different 

approaches shape the presentation of a play. 

 

Series learning outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 2.1 explain the criteria for selecting a play, 

SLO 2.2 identify factors influencing play selection, 

SLO 2.3 describe different types of rehearsals, 

SLO 2.4 apply rehearsal techniques in theatre production, 

SLO 2.5 explain production styles in theatre, and 

SLO 2.6 describe the processes involved in staging a production. 

 

2.1 Choosing The Play 

2.1.1 criteria for selecting a play 

Choosing the right play is a crucial step in theatre production. The term play selection criteria refers to the 

standards used to determine whether a play is suitable for production. 

Key criteria include the relevance of the story, the availability of resources, the size of the cast, and the 

suitability of the play for the intended audience. A well-chosen play increases the chances of a successful 

production. 

Understanding these criteria helps ensure that the selected play aligns with the goals and capabilities of 

the production team. 

Fill in the blank: Play selection criteria help determine the ___ of a play. 
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Figure 2.1 Play selection criteria 

 

2.1.2 factors influencing play selection 

 

Several factors influence the choice of a play. 

These include audience expectations, budget, available facilities, and the skills of the performers. Cultural 

and social relevance may also affect selection. 

A playwright or director must consider these factors to ensure that the play can be effectively produced. 

Understanding these factors helps in making informed decisions during play selection. 

Fill in the blank: One factor influencing play selection is ___. 
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Table 2.1 Factors influencing play selection 

 

2.1.3 matching play to audience and resources 

 

A successful production depends on how well the play matches the audience and available resources. 

The term audience suitability refers to how appropriate a play is for its intended viewers. Resources 

include finances, equipment, and personnel. 

Selecting a play that fits both the audience and resources ensures feasibility and audience satisfaction. 

Understanding this relationship is key to effective production planning. 

Fill in the blank: A play should match the ___ and resources. 
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Figure 2.2 Matching play to audience 

 

Pilot questions 2.1  

 

1. Play selection criteria refer to:   

   A. Standards for choosing a play   

   B. Lighting design   

   C. Acting techniques   

   D. Costume design   

 

2. One criterion for selecting a play is:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Numbers   
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   C. Audience relevance   

   D. Random choice   

 

3. A factor influencing play selection is:   

   A. Ignoring audience   

   B. Silence   

   C. Numbers   

   D. Budget   

 

4. Matching a play to resources ensures:   

   A. Failure   

   B. Silence   

   C. Feasibility   

   D. Confusion   

 

5. A play should be suitable for:   

   A. Machines   

   B. Silence   

   C. Audience   

   D. Numbers   
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2.2 Rehearsals in Theatre Production 

2.2.1 meaning of rehearsal 

 

Rehearsal is a vital stage in theatre production where the script is practiced before the final performance. 

The term rehearsal refers to the repeated practice of a play by actors and the production team in 

preparation for performance. 

During rehearsals, actors learn their roles, refine their movements, and improve their delivery of dialogue. 

Directors guide the performance, while technical teams prepare supporting elements. 

Understanding rehearsal helps ensure a smooth and effective performance. 

Fill in the blank: Rehearsal involves ___ the play before performance. 

 

 

 

Figure 2.3 Rehearsal process 
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2.2.2 Types of rehearsals 

 

There are different types of rehearsals used in theatre production. Read-through rehearsal involves 

reading the script aloud to understand the story. Blocking rehearsal focuses on movements and 

positioning on stage. Technical rehearsal involves lighting, sound, and stage effects. 

Dress rehearsal is a full performance with costumes and props. Each type of rehearsal serves a specific 

purpose in preparing the play. 

Fill in the blank: A dress rehearsal includes ___ and props. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2.2 Types of rehearsals 
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2.2.3 rehearsal techniques and processes 

 

Effective rehearsals require proper techniques and organization. Rehearsal techniques include repetition, 

feedback, timing, and coordination. Directors and stage managers ensure that rehearsals are structured and 

productive. A clear rehearsal schedule and consistent practice improve performance quality. 

Understanding these techniques helps you participate effectively in rehearsals. 

Fill in the blank: Rehearsal techniques include repetition and ___. 

 

 

Figure 2.4 Rehearsal techniques 
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Pilot questions 2.2  

1. Rehearsal refers to:   

   A. Final performance   

   B. Practicing the play   

   C. Ticket selling   

   D. Costume making   

2. A read-through rehearsal involves:   

   A. Acting on stage   

   B. Lighting setup   

   C. Reading the script   

   D. Costume fitting   

3. Blocking rehearsal focuses on:   

   A. Music   

   B. Dialogue only   

   C. Movement and positioning   

   D. Lighting   

4. A dress rehearsal includes:   

   A. Scripts only   

   B. Silence   

   C. Numbers   

   D. Costumes and props   

5. Rehearsal techniques include:   

   A. Ignoring feedback   

   B. Silence   
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   C. Repetition and feedback   

   D. Numbers   

 

2.3 Production Styles and Processes 

 

2.3.1 meaning of production styles 

 

Production style refers to the approach used in presenting a play. The term production styles describes the 

artistic methods and techniques adopted in staging a performance. 

Different styles influence how the story is interpreted and presented to the audience. For example, some 

productions aim for realism, while others may use abstract or symbolic approaches. 

Understanding production styles helps you appreciate different ways of presenting drama. 

Fill in the blank: Production style refers to the ___ of presenting a play. 
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Figure 2.5 Production styles 

 

2.3.2 types of production styles 

 

There are various types of production styles in theatre. 

Realistic style aims to represent life as it is, with natural settings and believable characters. 

Non-realistic style includes symbolic, abstract, or stylised presentations that depart from reality. 

Other styles may combine elements of both approaches. 

Each style creates a unique experience for the audience. 

Fill in the blank: Realistic style presents life as it ___. 
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Table 2.3 Types of production styles 

 

 

2.3.3 Steps in the production process 

 

The production process involves several organised steps. 

These steps include planning, rehearsal, technical preparation, performance, and evaluation. Each step 

contributes to the successful staging of a play. 

A well-managed production process ensures that all elements work together effectively. 

Understanding these steps helps you participate actively in theatre production. 

Fill in the blank: The production process includes planning and ___. 
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Figure 2.6 Production process 

 

Pilot questions 2.3 

 

1. Production style refers to:   

   A. Acting only   

   B. Approach to staging   

   C. Costume design   

   D. Lighting   

 

2. A realistic style aims to:   

   A. Distort reality   
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   B. Represent real life   

   C. Ignore audience   

   D. Use silence   

 

3. Non-realistic style includes:   

   A. Natural acting only   

   B. Symbolic presentation   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

 

4. The production process includes:   

   A. Planning   

   B. Ignoring rehearsal   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

 

5. Production styles affect:   

   A. Story presentation   

   B. Silence   

   C. Numbers   

   D. Nothing   
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2.3 Production Styles and Processes 

2.3.1 meaning of production styles 

Production style refers to the approach used in presenting a play. The term production styles describe the 

artistic methods and techniques adopted in staging a performance. 

Different styles influence how the story is interpreted and presented to the audience. For example, some 

productions aim for realism, while others may use abstract or symbolic approaches. 

Understanding production styles helps you appreciate different ways of presenting drama. 

Fill in the blank: Production style refers to the ___ of presenting a play. 

 

 

Figure 2.5 Production styles 
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2.3.2 types of production styles 

 

There are various types of production styles in theatre. 

Realistic style aims to represent life as it is, with natural settings and believable characters. 

Non-realistic style includes symbolic, abstract, or stylised presentations that depart from reality. 

Other styles may combine elements of both approaches. 

Each style creates a unique experience for the audience. 

Fill in the blank: Realistic style presents life as it ___. 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2.3 Types of production styles 
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2.3.3 steps in production process 

 

The production process involves several organised steps. 

These steps include planning, rehearsal, technical preparation, performance, and evaluation. Each step 

contributes to the successful staging of a play. 

A well-managed production process ensures that all elements work together effectively. 

Understanding these steps helps you participate actively in theatre production. 

Fill in the blank: The production process includes planning and ___. 

 

 

 

Figure 2.6 Production process 
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Pilot questions 2.3  

 

1. Production style refers to:   

   A. Approach to staging   

   B. Acting only   

   C. Costume design   

   D. Lighting   

 

2. A realistic style aims to:   

   A. Ignore audience   

   B. Represent real life   

   C. Distort reality   

   D. Use silence   

 

3. Non-realistic style includes:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Numbers   

   C. Symbolic presentation   

   D. Natural acting only   

 

4. The production process includes:   

   A. Ignoring rehearsal   

   B. Silence   

   C. Numbers   
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   D. Planning   

 

5. Production styles affect:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Numbers   

   C. Nothing   

   D. Story presentation   

 

Series summary 

 

In this Series, you explored key aspects of preparing a play for production. You began by examining how 

plays are selected, including the criteria and factors that influence selection, as well as the importance of 

matching a play to the audience and available resources. You then studied rehearsals, focusing on their 

purpose, types, and techniques used to prepare for performance. Finally, you examined production styles 

and processes, including different approaches to staging a play and the steps involved in bringing a 

production to life. 

By engaging with these topics, you should now be able to select appropriate plays, participate effectively 

in rehearsals, and understand different production styles and processes. These skills align with the Series 

Learning Outcomes and are essential for successful theatre production. 

 

Glossary of terms 

Blocking rehearsal: A rehearsal focused on the movement and positioning of actors on stage. 

Dress rehearsal: A full rehearsal with costumes, props, and technical elements. 

Play selection criteria: Standards used to determine the suitability of a play for production. 

Production process: The sequence of steps involved in staging a play, from planning to performance. 

Production styles: Artistic approaches used in presenting a play. 
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Read-through rehearsal: A rehearsal where the script is read aloud to understand the story. 

Rehearsal: The practice of a play before its performance. 

Rehearsal techniques: Methods used to improve performance during rehearsals. 

Technical rehearsal: A rehearsal focusing on technical elements such as lighting and sound. 
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Concept check questions 2 

Objective questions 

1. Play selection criteria refer to:   

   A. Lighting design   

   B. Standards for choosing a play   

   C. Acting techniques   

   D. Costume design   

   (Linked to SLO 2.1) 

 

2. One factor influencing play selection is:   

   A. Budget   

   B. Silence   

   C. Numbers   

   D. Ignoring audience   

   (Linked to SLO 2.2) 

 

3. Rehearsal refers to:   

   A. Final performance   

   B. Practicing the play   

   C. Ticket selling   

   D. Costume making   

   (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

 

4. A dress rehearsal includes:   
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   A. Scripts only   

   B. Costumes and props   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

   (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

 

Short-answer questions 

 

5. Explain the criteria for selecting a play.   

(Linked to SLO 2.1) 

 

6. Identify factors that influence play selection.   

(Linked to SLO 2.2) 

 

7. Describe different types of rehearsals.   

(Linked to SLO 2.3) 

 

8. Explain rehearsal techniques used in theatre production.   

(Linked to SLO 2.4) 

 

9. Describe production styles in theatre.   

(Linked to SLO 2.5) 

 

Long-answer questions 
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10. Analyse the importance of selecting the right play for production.   

(Linked to SLO 2.1, SLO 2.2) 

 

11. Evaluate the role of rehearsals in successful theatre production.   

(Linked to SLO 2.3, SLO 2.4) 

 

12. Examine production styles and processes in staging a play.   

(Linked to SLO 2.5, SLO 2.6) 
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Answers to concept check questions 2 

 

Objective questions 

 

1. B   

2. A   

3. B   

4. B   

 

Short-answer questions 

 

5. Criteria include relevance, resources, audience suitability, and cast size.   

 

6. Factors include budget, audience expectations, facilities, and performer skills.   

 

7. Types include read-through, blocking, technical, and dress rehearsals.   

 

8. Techniques include repetition, feedback, timing, and coordination.   

 

9. Production styles include realistic and non-realistic approaches.   

 

Long-answer questions 

 

Basic response: Choosing the right play is important.   
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Value-added response: Selecting an appropriate play ensures feasibility, audience engagement, and 

effective use of available resources.   

 

11. Basic response: Rehearsals prepare actors.   

 

Value-added response: Rehearsals refine performance, improve coordination, and ensure that all elements 

of the production are well executed.   

 

12. Basic response: Production styles affect how plays are presented.   

 

Value-added response: Production styles and processes determine the interpretation, organisation, and 

presentation of a play, shaping audience experience. 

 

 Answers to pilot questions 2 (Final Fixed) 

 

Pilot questions 2.1   

1. A   

2. C   

3. D   

4. C   

5. C   

 

Pilot questions 2.2   

1. B   
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2. C   

3. C   

4. D   

5. C   

 

Pilot questions 2.3   

1. A   

2. B   

3. C   

4. D   

5. D   
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Figure 2.1: Play selection criteria 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing criteria for selecting a play such as 

audience and resources.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “play selection criteria diagram OER” 

 

Figure 2.2: Matching play to audience 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing how play selection matches audience 

and resources.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “play audience resource match diagram OER” 

 

Figure 2.3: Rehearsal process 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing rehearsal activities in theatre 

production.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “theatre rehearsal process diagram OER” 

 

Figure 2.4: Rehearsal techniques 
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AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing rehearsal techniques such as 

repetition and feedback.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “rehearsal techniques theatre diagram OER” 

 

Figure 2.5: Production styles 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing different theatre production styles 

such as realism and abstract.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “production styles theatre diagram OER” 

 

Figure 2.6: Production process 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing steps in theatre production process.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “production process theatre diagram OER” 

 

Table 2.1: Factors influencing play selection 

AI-assisted content based on theatre production studies 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing factors influencing play selection.” 

Search reference: “play selection factors table OER” 

 

Table 2.2: Types of rehearsals 

AI-assisted content based on theatre practice 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing types of rehearsals in theatre production.” 

Search reference: “types of rehearsals theatre table OER” 
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Table 2.3: Types of production styles 

AI-assisted content based on performance theory 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing types of production styles in theatre.” 

Search reference: “production styles table theatre OER” 
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Series 3: Stage Management, Acting, Directing, and Backstage Collaboration 

 

3.1 Stage Management in Theatre Production 

3.1.1 Meaning of stage management 

3.1.2 Roles and responsibilities of a stage manager 

3.1.3 Importance of stage management 

 

3.2 Acting and Directing in Theatre 

3.2.1 Meaning of acting and directing 

3.2.2 Roles of actors and directors 

3.2.3 Acting and directing techniques 

 

3.3 Backstage Work and Collaboration 

3.3.1 Meaning of backstage work 

3.3.2 Types of backstage roles 

3.3.3 Collaboration in production teams 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Successful theatre production relies on effective coordination, performance, and teamwork. Stage 

management ensures that all aspects of a production run smoothly, while acting and directing bring the 

script to life. In addition, backstage collaboration supports the performance by handling technical and 

logistical tasks that are essential for a seamless production. 

This series aims to develop your understanding of stage management, acting, directing, and backstage 

collaboration in theatre production. 
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We shall commence this Series by examining stage management, including its roles and responsibilities 

in coordinating production activities. Next, we will explore acting and directing, focusing on their 

functions and techniques in performance. Finally, we will examine backstage work, highlighting the 

various roles involved and the importance of collaboration within the production team. 

 

Series learning outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 3.1 define stage management and explain its roles, 

SLO 3.2 describe the responsibilities of a stage manager, 

SLO 3.3 explain the roles of actors and directors in production, 

SLO 3.4 apply basic acting and directing techniques, 

SLO 3.5 identify backstage roles in theatre production, and 

SLO 3.6 explain the importance of collaboration in production teams. 

 

3.1 Stage Management In Theatre Production 

 

3.1.1 meaning of stage management 

 

Stage management is a key aspect of theatre production that ensures all elements of a performance are 

coordinated effectively. The term stage management refers to the organization and supervision of all 

activities that occur during rehearsals and performances. 

The stage manager acts as a link between the director, actors, and technical crew, ensuring that everyone 

works together smoothly. 

Understanding stage management helps you appreciate how productions are organized and controlled. 

Fill in the blank: Stage management involves ___ and supervision of production. 
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Figure 3.1 Stage management 

 

3.1.2 roles and responsibilities of a stage manager 

 

The stage manager has several important responsibilities. These include coordinating rehearsals, 

maintaining schedules, communicating with team members, and ensuring that technical cues are executed 

correctly. The stage manager also keeps records such as scripts and rehearsal notes, ensuring that the 

production runs efficiently. Understanding these responsibilities helps you recognize the importance of 

this role. 

Fill in the blank: The stage manager coordinates ___ and communication. 
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Table 3.1 Responsibilities of a stage manager 

 

3.1.3 importance of stage management 

 

Stage management is essential for a successful production. 

It ensures that rehearsals are organized, performances run smoothly, and all participants are well-

coordinated. Without effective stage management, productions may face confusion and delays. 

Understanding its importance highlights the need for strong organizational and leadership skills in theatre 

production. 

Fill in the blank: Stage management ensures ___ production. 
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Figure 3.2 Importance of stage management 

 

Pilot questions 3.1  

 

1. Stage management refers to:   

   A. Organisation and supervision   

   B. Acting   

   C. Singing   

   D. Dancing   

 

2. The stage manager acts as a:   

   A. Performer   

   B. Audience   
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   C. Link between team members   

   D. Musician   

 

3. One responsibility of a stage manager is:   

   A. Ignoring rehearsals   

   B. Silence   

   C. Numbers   

   D. Coordinating schedules   

 

4. Stage management ensures:   

   A. Confusion   

   B. Silence   

   C. Smooth production   

   D. Delay   

 

5. The stage manager keeps:   

   A. Costumes only   

   B. Records and notes   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   
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3.2 Acting and Directing in Theatre 

3.2.1 meaning of acting and directing 

 

Acting and directing are central to bringing a play to life. The term acting refers to the performance of 

characters by actors, while directing involves guiding and shaping the performance to achieve a desired 

artistic vision. 

Actors interpret the script through speech, movement, and expression, while the director ensures that all 

elements of the performance work together cohesively. 

Understanding acting and directing helps you appreciate how performances are created. 

Fill in the blank: Acting involves ___ characters in a play. 

 

 

 

Figure 3.3 Acting and directing 
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3.2.2 Roles of actors and directors 

 

Actors and directors have distinct but complementary roles. 

Actors are responsible for portraying characters and delivering dialogue, while directors interpret the 

script and guide the overall performance. 

The director coordinates actors, stage design, and technical elements to ensure a unified production. 

Understanding these roles helps you recognize the importance of both functions. 

Fill in the blank: Directors are responsible for ___ the performance. 

 

 

 

Table 3.2 Roles of actors and directors 

 

3.2.3 acting and directing techniques 

 

Effective acting and directing require specific techniques. 
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Acting techniques include voice control, body movement, emotional expression, and character 

interpretation. Directing techniques involve blocking, pacing, and coordination of performance elements. 

These techniques help create believable and engaging performances. 

Understanding these techniques improves your ability to participate in theatre production. 

Fill in the blank: Acting techniques include voice and ___. 

 

 

 

Figure 3.4 Acting techniques 

 

Pilot questions 3.2  

 

1. Acting refers to:   

   A. Writing scripts   

   B. Performing characters   
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   C. Lighting design   

   D. Costume making   

 

2. Directing involves:   

   A. Ignoring actors   

   B. Silence   

   C. Guiding performance   

   D. Numbers   

 

3. Actors are responsible for:   

   A. Managing tickets   

   B. Portraying characters   

   C. Lighting design   

   D. Music   

 

4. Directors coordinate:   

   A. Audience   

   B. Performance elements   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

 

5. Acting techniques include:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Numbers   
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   C. Costume only   

   D. Voice and movement   

 

3.3 Backstage Work and Collaboration 

 

3.3.1 Meaning of backstage work 

 

Backstage work refers to all activities that take place behind the scenes during a theatre production. The 

term backstage work includes technical preparation, stage setup, costume management, lighting, sound, 

and other support functions. 

These activities are essential for ensuring that the performance runs smoothly and without interruption. 

Understanding backstage work helps you appreciate the effort required beyond what the audience sees. 

Fill in the blank: Backstage work takes place ___ the scenes. 
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Figure 3.5 Backstage work 

 

3.3.2 types of backstage roles 

 

There are various roles involved in backstage work. 

These include lighting technicians, sound operators, costume designers, makeup artists, and stage crew. 

Each role contributes to the technical and visual aspects of the production. 

Understanding these roles helps you recognise the importance of technical support in theatre. 

Fill in the blank: A lighting technician is part of the ___ team. 
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Table 3.3 Backstage roles 

 

3.3.3 collaboration in production teams 

 

Theatre production depends heavily on collaboration. 

The term collaboration refers to working together effectively to achieve a common goal. In theatre, actors, 

directors, and backstage crew must coordinate their efforts. 

Good communication and cooperation ensure that all elements of the production are aligned. 

Understanding collaboration helps you function effectively within a production team. 

Fill in the blank: Collaboration involves working ___ together. 
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Figure 3.6 Collaboration in theatre 

 

Pilot questions 3.3  

 

1. Backstage work refers to:   

   A. Audience seating   

   B. Acting   

   C. Behind-the-scenes activities   

   D. Singing   

 

2. Backstage activities include:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Lighting and sound   
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   C. Numbers   

   D. Audience interaction   

 

3. A costume designer is part of:   

   A. Audience   

   B. Acting team   

   C. Technical team   

   D. Music group   

 

4. Collaboration refers to:   

   A. Working alone   

   B. Silence   

   C. Numbers   

   D. Working together   

 

5. Backstage roles support:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Performance   

   C. Numbers   

   D. Nothing   

 

Series summary 
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In this Series, you explored the key roles and collaborative processes involved in theatre production. You 

began by examining stage management, including its meaning, responsibilities, and importance in 

coordinating production activities. You then studied acting and directing, focusing on how performances 

are created and guided. Finally, you explored backstage work and collaboration, highlighting the technical 

roles and teamwork required to support a successful production. 

By engaging with these topics, you should now be able to understand stage management, perform basic 

acting and directing functions, and recognise the importance of backstage roles and collaboration in 

theatre production. These skills align with the Series Learning Outcomes and prepare you for active 

participation in production teams. 

 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

Acting: The performance of characters in a play through speech, movement, and expression. 

Backstage work: Activities that occur behind the scenes, including technical and support functions. 

Collaboration: The process of working together to achieve a common goal in theatre production. 

Directing: The process of guiding and shaping a theatrical performance. 

Stage manager: The person responsible for coordinating rehearsals and managing production activities. 

Stage management: The organisation and supervision of activities in a theatre production. 

Technical team: Members responsible for lighting, sound, costumes, and other technical aspects. 

Performance elements: Components such as acting, directing, and technical design that make up a 

production. 

 

 Concept check questions 3 

 

Objective questions 

 

1. Stage management refers to:   
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   A. Acting   

   B. Organisation and supervision   

   C. Singing   

   D. Dancing   

   (Linked to SLO 3.1) 

 

2. The stage manager is responsible for:   

   A. Audience seating   

   B. Coordinating production   

   C. Singing   

   D. Dancing   

   (Linked to SLO 3.2) 

 

3. Acting involves:   

   A. Writing scripts   

   B. Performing characters   

   C. Lighting design   

   D. Costume making   

   (Linked to SLO 3.3) 

 

4. Directing involves:   

   A. Ignoring actors   

   B. Guiding performance   

   C. Silence   
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   D. Numbers   

   (Linked to SLO 3.3) 

 

Short-answer questions 

 

5. Define stage management and explain its importance.   

(Linked to SLO 3.1) 

 

6. Describe the responsibilities of a stage manager.   

(Linked to SLO 3.2) 

 

7. Explain the roles of actors and directors.   

(Linked to SLO 3.3) 

 

8. Identify backstage roles in theatre production.   

(Linked to SLO 3.5) 

 

9. Explain the importance of collaboration in production teams.   

(Linked to SLO 3.6) 

 

Long-answer questions 

 

10. Analyse the role of stage management in successful theatre production.   

(Linked to SLO 3.1, SLO 3.2) 
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11. Evaluate the importance of acting and directing in theatre.   

(Linked to SLO 3.3, SLO 3.4) 

 

12. Examine the role of backstage work and collaboration in theatre production.   

(Linked to SLO 3.5, SLO 3.6) 
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Answers to concept check questions 3 

 

Objective questions 

 

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

 

Short-answer questions 

 

5. Stage management is the organisation and supervision of production activities, ensuring smooth 

coordination and performance.   

 

6. Responsibilities include coordinating rehearsals, managing schedules, and ensuring effective 

communication.   

 

7. Actors perform characters, while directors guide and shape the performance.   

 

8. Backstage roles include lighting technicians, sound operators, costume designers, and stage crew.   

 

9. Collaboration ensures coordination and effective teamwork in production.   

 

Long-answer questions 
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Basic response: Stage management ensures organisation.   

 

Value-added response: Stage management coordinates all aspects of production, ensuring smooth 

rehearsals and performances through effective communication and organisation.   

 

11. Basic response: Acting and directing are important in theatre.   

 

Value-added response: Acting brings characters to life, while directing ensures cohesion and artistic 

vision, making the performance effective and engaging.   

 

12. Basic response: Backstage work supports performance.   

 

Value-added response: Backstage work and collaboration ensure technical and logistical support, enabling 

seamless production and enhancing overall performance quality 

 

Answers to pilot questions 3  

Pilot questions 3.1   

1. A   

2. C   

3. D   

4. C   

5. B   

 

Pilot questions 3.2   

1. B   
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2. C   

3. B   

4. B   

5. D   

 

Pilot questions 3.3   

1. C   

2. B   

3. C   

4. D   

5. B  . 
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Cohen, R. (2017). Theatre (11th ed.). McGraw-Hill Education. 

Wilson, E. (2018). The theatre experience (14th ed.). McGraw-Hill Education. 

Brockett, O. G., & Hildy, F. J. (2014). History of the theatre (11th ed.). Pearson. 

Schechner, R. (2013). Performance studies: An introduction (3rd ed.). Routledge. 

 

Figure 3.1: Stage management 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing functions of stage management in 

theatre.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “stage management diagram theatre OER” 

 

Figure 3.2: Importance of stage management 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing importance of stage management in 

theatre production.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “importance of stage management diagram OER” 

 

Figure 3.3: Acting and directing 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing relationship between acting and 

directing in theatre.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “acting directing diagram theatre OER” 

 

Figure 3.4: Acting techniques 
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AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing acting and directing techniques such 

as voice and movement.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “acting techniques diagram theatre OER” 

 

Figure 3.5: Backstage work 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing backstage activities in theatre 

production.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “backstage theatre activities diagram OER” 

 

Figure 3.6: Collaboration in theatre 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing collaboration between actors, 

directors, and crew.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “theatre collaboration diagram OER” 

 

Table 3.1: Responsibilities of a stage manager 

AI-assisted content based on theatre management studies 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing responsibilities of a stage manager.” 

Search reference: “stage manager responsibilities table OER” 

 

Table 3.2: Roles of actors and directors 

AI-assisted content based on performance theory 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table comparing roles of actors and directors.” 
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Search reference: “actors vs directors roles table OER” 

 

Table 3.3: Backstage roles 

AI-assisted content based on theatre production practice 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing backstage roles in theatre production.” 

Search reference: “backstage roles theatre table OER” 
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Series 4: Theatre Design, Technical Elements, Costumes, and Makeup 

 

4.1 Theatre Design and Technical Theatre 

4.1.1 Meaning of theatre design 

4.1.2 Elements of theatre design 

4.1.3 Technical theatre components 

 

4.2 Costumes and Makeup in Production 

4.2.1 Meaning of costumes in theatre 

4.2.2 Role of makeup in performance 

4.2.3 Costume and makeup design 

 

4.3 Music and Supporting Elements in Production 

4.3.1 Role of music in theatre 

4.3.2 Sound and other technical elements 

4.3.3 Integration of design elements 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The visual and technical aspects of theatre production play a vital role in shaping how a performance is 

experienced by the audience. Theatre design, costumes, makeup, and technical elements such as sound 

and lighting work together to create the atmosphere, support storytelling, and enhance the overall impact 

of a play. 
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This series aims to introduce you to theatre design, technical elements, and the role of costumes, makeup, 

and music in production. 

We shall commence this Series by examining theatre design and technical theatre, including the elements 

that contribute to the visual and structural aspects of a performance. Next, we will explore costumes and 

makeup, focusing on their role in character development and visual presentation. Finally, we will examine 

music and other supporting elements, highlighting how they enhance the overall production. 

 

Series learning outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 4.1 define theatre design and identify its elements, 

SLO 4.2 explain the components of technical theatre, 

SLO 4.3 describe the role of costumes in theatre production, 

SLO 4.4 explain the importance of makeup in performance, 

SLO 4.5 analyse the role of music and sound in theatre, and 

SLO 4.6 explain how design elements are integrated in production. 

 

4.1 Theatre Design and Technical Theatre 

 

4.1.1 meaning of theatre design 

 

Theatre design refers to the visual and physical aspects of a stage production. The term theatre design 

involves creating the environment in which a play takes place, including sets, lighting, and props. 

The design helps establish the mood, setting, and atmosphere of the performance, making the story more 

engaging for the audience. 

Understanding theatre design helps you appreciate how visual elements contribute to storytelling. 

Fill in the blank: Theatre design creates the ___ of a performance. 
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Figure 4.1 Theatre design 

 

4.1.2 elements of theatre design 

 

Theatre design consists of several important elements. 

These include set design, which creates the physical environment; lighting, which affects mood and 

visibility; and props, which support the action of the play. 

Each element works together to create a cohesive visual experience. 

Understanding these elements helps you design effective stage environments. 

Fill in the blank: Set design creates the ___ environment of the play. 
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Table 4.1 Elements of theatre design 

 

4.1.3 technical theatre components 

 

Technical theatre involves the practical aspects of production. 

The term technical theatre refers to the use of equipment and technical skills in staging a play. This 

includes lighting systems, sound equipment, stage machinery, and special effects. 

These components support the performance and enhance the audience’s experience. 

Understanding technical theatre helps you appreciate the behind-the-scenes work involved in production. 

Fill in the blank: Technical theatre includes lighting and ___ equipment. 
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Figure 4.2 Technical theatre 

 

Pilot questions 4.1 

 

1. Theatre design refers to:   

   A. Visual elements of production   

   B. Acting   

   C. Singing   

   D. Dancing   
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2. Theatre design helps to create:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Numbers   

   C. Mood and atmosphere   

   D. Sound only   

 

3. Set design creates the:   

   A. Lighting   

   B. Sound   

   C. Costume   

   D. Physical environment   

 

4. Technical theatre includes:   

   A. Acting   

   B. Singing   

   C. Dancing   

   D. Lighting and sound   

 

5. Props are used to:   

   A. Support action   

   B. Silence   

   C. Numbers   

   D. Ignore performance   
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4.2 Costumes and Makeup In Production 

 

4.2.1 Meaning of costumes in theatre 

 

Costumes are an essential part of theatre production that contribute to the visual identity of characters. 

The term costumes refers to the clothing and accessories worn by actors during a performance. 

Costumes help define characters, indicate social status, and reflect the time and setting of the play. They 

also enhance the overall visual appeal of the production. 

Understanding costumes helps you appreciate their role in storytelling and character development. 

Fill in the blank: Costumes help define ___ in a play. 

 

 

 

Figure 4.3 Costumes in theatre 
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4.2.2 Role of makeup in performance 

 

Makeup is used to enhance or transform the appearance of actors. 

The term makeup in theatre refers to the application of cosmetics to create a character’s look, highlight 

facial expressions, and ensure visibility under stage lighting. 

Makeup can be used to age characters, create special effects, or represent different identities. 

Understanding makeup helps you see how visual transformation supports performance. 

Fill in the blank: Makeup helps to ___ the appearance of actors. 

 

 

Table 4.2 Functions of makeup 
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4.2.3 costume and makeup design 

 

Costume and makeup design involve planning and creating the visual appearance of characters. 

Designers consider factors such as character personality, historical setting, and colour coordination. The 

goal is to ensure that costumes and makeup align with the overall production design. 

Effective design enhances storytelling and creates a cohesive visual experience. 

Fill in the blank: Costume and makeup design must align with the ___ of the production. 

 

 

 

Figure 4.4 Costume and makeup design 
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4.3 Music and Supporting Elements in Production 

 

4.3.1 Role of music in theatre 

Music plays an important role in enhancing theatre production. The term music in theatre refers to the use 

of sound to support mood, emotion, and atmosphere in a performance. 

Music can create tension, highlight dramatic moments, and guide audience emotions. It also helps in 

transitions between scenes. 

Understanding the role of music helps you appreciate how sound contributes to storytelling. 

Fill in the blank: Music helps to create ___ in a performance. 

 

 

 

Figure 4.5 Music in theatre 
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4.3.2 sound and other technical elements 

Sound and other technical elements support the overall production. 

These include sound effects, microphones, and audio systems. Sound effects help create realism, while 

technical elements ensure clarity and coordination. 

Other elements such as lighting and stage effects also contribute to the performance. 

Understanding these elements helps you see how technical support enhances theatre. 

Fill in the blank: Sound effects help create ___ in theatre. 

 

 

 

Table 4.3 Technical elements in theatre 
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4.3.3 integration of design elements 

The success of a theatre production depends on how well all design elements work together. 

The term integration refers to combining different elements such as set, costume, lighting, and sound into 

a unified whole. 

When these elements are well integrated, the production becomes more effective and engaging. 

Understanding integration helps you appreciate the coordination required in theatre production. 

Fill in the blank: Integration involves combining ___ elements. 

 

 

 

Figure 4.6 Integration in theatre 

 

Pilot questions 4.3  
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1. Music in theatre is used to:   

   A. Create mood   

   B. Stop performance   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

 

2. Music helps to:   

   A. Remove emotion   

   B. Silence   

   C. Guide audience feelings   

   D. Numbers   

 

3. Sound effects are used to:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Numbers   

   C. Remove action   

   D. Create realism   

 

4. Technical elements include:   

   A. Acting   

   B. Singing   

   C. Lighting and sound   

   D. Dancing   
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5. Integration refers to:   

   A. Separation   

   B. Silence   

   C. Numbers   

   D. Combining elements   
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Series summary 

 

In this Series, you explored the visual and technical aspects of theatre production. You began by 

examining theatre design and technical theatre, including elements such as set, lighting, and props. You 

then studied costumes and makeup, focusing on their role in character development and visual 

presentation. Finally, you explored music and other technical elements, as well as how different design 

components are integrated to create a cohesive production. 

By engaging with these topics, you should now be able to identify elements of theatre design, understand 

technical theatre components, explain the role of costumes and makeup, and analyse how music and 

design elements contribute to effective production. These skills align with the Series Learning Outcomes 

and enhance your understanding of theatre production. 

 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

 

Costumes: Clothing and accessories worn by actors to represent characters in a play. 

Integration: The combination of different design elements such as set, lighting, and sound into a unified 

production. 

Makeup: The use of cosmetics to enhance or transform the appearance of actors. 

Music in theatre: The use of sound to create mood, emotion, and atmosphere in a performance. 

Props: Objects used on stage to support the action of a play. 

Set design: The creation of the physical environment where a play takes place. 

Technical theatre: The use of technical equipment and skills such as lighting and sound in production. 

Theatre design: The visual and physical elements that shape a theatrical performance. 

Concept check questions 4 

 

Objective questions 
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1. Theatre design refers to:   

   A. Acting   

   B. Visual elements of production   

   C. Singing   

   D. Dancing   

   (Linked to SLO 4.1) 

 

2. Set design creates the:   

   A. Physical environment   

   B. Sound   

   C. Costume   

   D. Lighting   

   (Linked to SLO 4.1) 

 

3. Makeup is used to:   

   A. Ignore appearance   

   B. Enhance appearance   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

   (Linked to SLO 4.4) 

 

4. Music in theatre helps to:   

   A. Remove emotion   
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   B. Create mood   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

   (Linked to SLO 4.5) 

 

Short-answer questions 

 

5. Explain the role of theatre design in production.   

(Linked to SLO 4.1) 

 

6. Identify elements of technical theatre.   

(Linked to SLO 4.2) 

 

7. Describe the importance of costumes and makeup in theatre.   

(Linked to SLO 4.3, SLO 4.4) 

 

8. Explain the role of music in theatre production.   

(Linked to SLO 4.5) 

 

9. Describe how design elements are integrated in production.   

(Linked to SLO 4.6) 

 

Long-answer questions 
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10. Analyse the importance of theatre design and technical elements in production.   

(Linked to SLO 4.1, SLO 4.2) 

 

11. Evaluate the role of costumes and makeup in character development.   

(Linked to SLO 4.3, SLO 4.4) 

 

12. Examine how music and technical elements enhance theatre production.   

(Linked to SLO 4.5, SLO 4.6) 

 

Answers to concept check questions 4 

 

Objective questions 

 

1. B   

2. A   

3. B   

4. B   

 

Short-answer questions 

 

5. Theatre design creates the visual environment and enhances storytelling in production.   

 

6. Elements include lighting, sound, stage equipment, and technical effects.   

 



 

 la-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION 
STUDENTS 

7. Costumes and makeup define characters, enhance appearance, and support storytelling.   

 

8. Music creates mood, supports emotion, and enhances dramatic effect.   

 

9. Integration involves combining design elements such as set, lighting, and sound into a unified 

production.   

 

Long-answer questions 

 

10. Basic response: Theatre design is important in production.   

 

Value-added response: Theatre design and technical elements create atmosphere, support storytelling, and 

enhance audience engagement through visual and technical coordination.   

 

11. Basic response: Costumes and makeup help actors.   

 

Value-added response: Costumes and makeup contribute to character identity, reflect setting, and enhance 

visual storytelling in theatre.   

 

12. Basic response: Music supports production.   

 

Value-added response: Music and technical elements enhance mood, realism, and audience experience by 

supporting the emotional and visual aspects of the performance. 

 

Answers to pilot questions 4 (Final Fixed) 
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Pilot questions 4.1   

1. A   

2. C   

3. D   

4. D   

5. A   

 

Pilot questions 4.2   

1. A   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

5. A   

 

Pilot questions 4.3   

1. A   

2. C   

3. D   

4. C   

5. D   
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Figure 4.1: Theatre design 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing elements of theatre design including 

set, lighting, and props.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “theatre design elements diagram OER” 

 

Figure 4.2: Technical theatre 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing components of technical theatre such 

as lighting and sound.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “technical theatre components diagram OER” 

 

Figure 4.3: Costumes in theatre 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing types of costumes in theatre 

production.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “theatre costumes diagram OER” 

 

Figure 4.4: Costume and makeup design 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing the process of costume and makeup 

design in theatre.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 
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Search reference: “costume makeup design process theatre diagram OER” 

 

Figure 4.5: Music in theatre 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing how music supports mood and 

emotion in theatre.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “music in theatre diagram OER” 

 

Figure 4.6: Integration in theatre 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing integration of set, costume, lighting, 

and sound in theatre.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “theatre design integration diagram OER” 

 

Table 4.1: Elements of theatre design 

AI-assisted content based on theatre design studies 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing elements of theatre design.” 

Search reference: “theatre design elements table OER” 

 

Table 4.2: Functions of makeup 

AI-assisted content based on performance studies 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing functions of makeup in theatre.” 

Search reference: “theatre makeup functions table OER” 

 

Table 4.3: Technical elements in theatre 
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AI-assisted content based on technical theatre practice 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing technical elements in theatre production.” 

Search reference: “technical elements theatre table OER” 
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Series 5: Production Execution, Post-Production, and Critique Writing   

 

5.1 Production Execution and Participation 

5.1.1 Meaning of production execution 

5.1.2 Student participation in theatre production 

5.1.3 Roles during live performance 

 

5.2 Post-Production Activities 

5.2.1 Meaning of post-production 

5.2.2 Evaluation of production 

5.2.3 Reflection and feedback 

 

5.3 Critique Writing in Theatre 

5.3.1 Meaning of critique writing 

5.3.2 Elements of a good critique 

5.3.3 Writing a theatre critique 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The final stage of theatre production involves the actual execution of the performance, followed by 

evaluation and critical reflection. Participating in a live production allows students to apply their 

knowledge and skills in a practical setting, while post-production activities help assess the effectiveness 

of the performance. Critique writing further develops the ability to analyse and evaluate theatre 

productions objectively. 

This series aims to guide you through production execution, post-production activities, and critique 

writing in theatre. 

We shall commence this Series by examining production execution and student participation in live 

performances. Next, we will explore post-production activities, focusing on evaluation and feedback. 
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Finally, we will examine critique writing, highlighting how to analyse and assess theatre productions 

effectively. 

 

Series learning outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 5.1 explain the process of production execution in theatre, 

SLO 5.2 participate effectively in live theatre production, 

SLO 5.3 describe roles during live performance, 

SLO 5.4 explain post-production evaluation processes, 

SLO 5.5 apply reflection and feedback in production review, and 

SLO 5.6 write a structured critique of a theatre production. 

5.1 Production Execution And Participation 

 

5.1.1 meaning of production execution 

Production execution refers to the actual staging of a play before an audience. The term production 

execution involves putting together all elements of theatre production, including acting, directing, 

technical support, and stage management, during a live performance. 

This stage represents the culmination of all preparation and rehearsal efforts. 

Understanding production execution helps you appreciate the transition from rehearsal to performance. 

Fill in the blank: Production execution involves ___ a play before an audience. 
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Figure 5.1 Production execution 

 

5.1.2 student participation in theatre production 

Student participation is a key component of theatre training. 

Students may take part as actors, stage managers, technical crew, or support staff. Participation allows 

students to apply theoretical knowledge in practical situations. 

Active involvement helps build confidence and develop practical skills. 

Understanding participation prepares you for real-world theatre production. 

Fill in the blank: Participation helps students gain ___ experience. 
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Table 5.1 Student roles in production 

 

5.1.3 roles during live performance 

During live performance, each participant has specific responsibilities. 

Actors perform their roles, stage managers coordinate activities, and technical teams handle lighting and 

sound. Each role contributes to the smooth execution of the production. 

Coordination among all participants is essential for success. 

Understanding these roles helps ensure effective performance. 

Fill in the blank: Actors are responsible for ___ their roles. 
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Figure 5.2 Roles in live performance 

 

 Pilot questions 5.1 (Corrected) 

 

1. Production execution refers to:   

   A. Practicing the play   

   B. Writing scripts   

   C. Staging the play   

   D. Reading scripts   

 

2. Production execution takes place:   

   A. During rehearsal   

   B. Before planning   
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   C. After writing   

   D. During performance   

 

3. Students can participate as:   

   A. Audience only   

   B. Silence   

   C. Actors and crew   

   D. Numbers   

 

4. Participation helps students to:   

   A. Lose skills   

   B. Stop learning   

   C. Ignore production   

   D. Gain experience   

 

5. Actors are responsible for:   

   A. Designing sets   

   B. Managing tickets   

   C. Lighting   

   D. Performing roles   

 

5.2 Post-Production Activities 

5.2.1 meaning of post-production 
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Post-production refers to the activities that take place after a theatre performance has been completed. The 

term post-production involves reviewing, evaluating, and documenting the production process and 

outcome. 

This stage allows the production team to assess what worked well and identify areas for improvement. 

Understanding post-production helps you appreciate the importance of evaluation in theatre. 

Fill in the blank: Post-production occurs ___ the performance. 

 

 

 

Figure 5.3 Post-production 

 

5.2.2 evaluation of production 

Evaluation is a key part of post-production. 

The term production evaluation refers to assessing the effectiveness of a performance. This includes 

analysing acting, directing, technical elements, and audience response. 

Evaluation helps identify strengths and weaknesses in the production. 
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Understanding evaluation helps improve future performances. 

Fill in the blank: Evaluation involves ___ the production. 

 

 

Table 5.2 Production evaluation 

 

5.2.3 reflection and feedback 

Reflection and feedback are important for learning and improvement. 

The term reflection refers to thinking critically about the production process, while feedback involves 

receiving comments and suggestions from others. 

Both help improve skills and enhance future productions. 

Understanding reflection and feedback supports continuous development in theatre. 
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Fill in the blank: Feedback helps to ___ future productions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5.4 Reflection and feedback 

 

 Pilot questions 5.2 (Corrected) 

 

1. Post-production refers to:   

   A. Acting   

   B. Activities before performance   
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   C. Singing   

   D. Activities after performance   

 

2. Evaluation involves:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Ignoring performance   

   C. Assessing the production   

   D. Numbers   

 

3. Post-production helps to:   

   A. Stop learning   

   B. Silence   

   C. Improve future work   

   D. Numbers   

 

4. Reflection involves:   

   A. Ignoring feedback   

   B. Silence   

   C. Numbers   

   D. Thinking critically   

 

5. Feedback is used to:   

   A. Improve production   

   B. Stop production   
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   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

 

5.3 Critique Writing In Theatre 

 

5.3.1 meaning of critique writing 

Critique writing in theatre refers to the process of analysing and evaluating a performance. The term 

critique writing involves expressing informed opinions about a production based on observation and 

understanding. 

A critique goes beyond simple description; it examines the effectiveness of acting, directing, design, and 

overall presentation. 

Understanding critique writing helps you develop analytical and evaluative skills in theatre. 

Fill in the blank: Critique writing involves ___ a performance. 

 



 

 la-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION 
STUDENTS 

 

Figure 5.5 Critique writing 

 

5.3.2 elements of a good critique 

A good critique includes several key elements. 

These include a summary of the production, analysis of performance elements, evaluation of strengths 

and weaknesses, and a conclusion. 

A well-written critique is clear, objective, and supported by examples. 

Understanding these elements helps you write effective critiques. 

Fill in the blank: A good critique includes analysis and ___. 
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Table 5.3 Elements of critique 

 

5.3.3 writing a theatre critique 

Writing a theatre critique requires organisation and clarity. 

You should begin with an introduction, followed by a summary, analysis, and evaluation. The critique 

should be structured logically and supported by evidence. 

Good critique writing helps improve understanding of theatre production. 

Understanding how to write a critique enhances your analytical skills. 

Fill in the blank: A critique should be ___ and well-structured. 
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Figure 5.6 Structure of critique 

 

Pilot questions 5.2  

 

1. Post-production refers to:   

   A. Acting   

   B. Activities before performance   

   C. Singing   

   D. Activities after performance   
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2. Evaluation involves:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Ignoring performance   

   C. Assessing the production   

   D. Numbers   

 

3. Post-production helps to:   

   A. Stop learning   

   B. Silence   

   C. Improve future work   

   D. Numbers   

 

4. Reflection involves:   

   A. Ignoring feedback   

   B. Silence   

   C. Numbers   

   D. Thinking critically   

 

5. Feedback is used to:   

   A. Improve production   

   B. Stop production   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   
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Series summary 

In this Series, you examined the final stages of theatre production, focusing on execution, evaluation, and 

critique. You began by exploring production execution and student participation in live performances, 

highlighting the roles and responsibilities involved. You then studied post-production activities, including 

evaluation, reflection, and feedback. Finally, you learned about critique writing, focusing on how to 

analyse and evaluate theatre productions effectively. 

By engaging with these topics, you should now be able to participate in live productions, evaluate 

performances, and write structured critiques. These skills align with the Series Learning Outcomes and 

prepare you for professional engagement in theatre production. 

Glossary of terms 

Critique writing: The process of analysing and evaluating a theatre performance. 

Feedback: Comments and suggestions given to improve future productions. 

Post-production: Activities that occur after a performance, including evaluation and review. 

Production evaluation: The assessment of a theatre production’s effectiveness. 

Production execution: The staging of a play before an audience. 

Reflection: The process of thinking critically about a production to identify strengths and weaknesses. 

Student participation: The involvement of students in various roles during theatre production. 

Live performance: The presentation of a play before an audience in real time. 

#### Concept check questions 5 

 

Objective questions 

 

1. Production execution refers to:   

   A. Practicing the play   

   B. Staging the play   

   C. Writing scripts   
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   D. Reading scripts   

   (Linked to SLO 5.1) 

 

2. Post-production refers to:   

   A. Activities before performance   

   B. Activities after performance   

   C. Acting   

   D. Singing   

   (Linked to SLO 5.4) 

 

3. Evaluation involves:   

   A. Ignoring performance   

   B. Assessing the production   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

   (Linked to SLO 5.4) 

 

4. Critique writing refers to:   

   A. Describing costumes   

   B. Analysing a performance   

   C. Singing   

   D. Dancing   

   (Linked to SLO 5.6) 
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Short-answer questions 

 

5. Explain the process of production execution.   

(Linked to SLO 5.1) 

 

6. Describe post-production activities in theatre.   

(Linked to SLO 5.4) 

 

7. Explain the importance of evaluation in theatre production.   

(Linked to SLO 5.4) 

 

8. Describe the role of reflection and feedback in theatre.   

(Linked to SLO 5.5) 

 

9. Explain the structure of a theatre critique.   

(Linked to SLO 5.6) 

 

Long-answer questions 

 

10. Analyse the importance of participation in live theatre production.   

(Linked to SLO 5.2, SLO 5.3) 

 

11. Evaluate the role of post-production in improving theatre performance.   

(Linked to SLO 5.4, SLO 5.5) 
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12. Examine the process and importance of critique writing in theatre.   

(Linked to SLO 5.6) 

 

#### Answers to concept check questions 5 

 

Objective questions 

 

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

 

Short-answer questions 

 

5. Production execution involves staging a play through coordinated performance of actors and technical 

teams.   

 

6. Post-production includes evaluation, reflection, and documentation of the production.   

 

7. Evaluation helps identify strengths and weaknesses to improve future productions.   

 

8. Reflection and feedback support learning, improvement, and development of skills.   
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9. A critique includes introduction, summary, analysis, evaluation, and conclusion.   

 

Long-answer questions 

 

10. Basic response: Participation is important in theatre.   

 

Value-added response: Participation allows practical application of skills, enhances teamwork, and builds 

confidence in live performance.   

 

11. Basic response: Post-production helps review performance.   

 

Value-added response: Post-production evaluation improves future productions by identifying strengths, 

weaknesses, and areas for development.   

 

12. Basic response: Critique writing evaluates theatre.   

 

Value-added response: Critique writing develops analytical skills and provides structured evaluation of 

performances, enhancing understanding of theatre production. 

#### Answers to pilot questions 5 (Final Fixed) 

 

Pilot questions 5.1   

1. C   

2. D   

3. C   

4. D   
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5. D   

 

Pilot questions 5.2   

1. D   

2. C   

3. C   

4. D   

5. A   

 

Pilot questions 5.3   

1. C   

2. D   

3. D   

4. B   

5. A   
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Figure 5.1: Production execution 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing a live theatre production with actors 

and technical elements.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “live theatre production diagram OER” 

 

Figure 5.2: Roles in live performance 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing roles of actors, stage managers, and 

crew during live performance.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “live performance roles theatre diagram OER” 

 

Figure 5.3: Post-production 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing post-production activities such as 

review and evaluation.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “post production theatre diagram OER” 

 

Figure 5.4: Reflection and feedback 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing feedback and reflection process in 

theatre production.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “feedback reflection theatre diagram OER” 
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Figure 5.5: Critique writing 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing elements of theatre critique such as 

analysis and evaluation.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “theatre critique diagram OER” 

 

Figure 5.6: Structure of critique 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing structure of a theatre critique 

including introduction and evaluation.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “theatre critique structure diagram OER” 

 

Table 5.1: Student roles in production 

AI-assisted content based on theatre practice 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing student roles in theatre production.” 

Search reference: “student roles theatre table OER” 

 

Table 5.2: Production evaluation 

AI-assisted content based on theatre studies 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing aspects of theatre production evaluation.” 

Search reference: “production evaluation theatre table OER” 

 

Table 5.3: Elements of critique 

AI-assisted content based on performance analysis 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing elements of a theatre critique.” 

Search reference: “theatre critique elements table OER” 

 

 


