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Course title : Fundamentals of Playwriting 

Course code : THA 207 

Course units: 2 

 

Series 1: Introduction to Playwriting and Dramatic Foundations 

 

1.1 Introduction to Playwriting 

▪ Meaning of playwriting 

▪ Purpose and scope of playwriting 

▪ Playwriting in theatre and screen 

1.2 Fundamental Concepts in Drama 

• 1.2.1 Meaning of drama and dramatic structure 

• 1.2.2 Elements of drama 

• 1.2.3 Relationship between story and drama 

1.3 Core Components of Dramatic Expression 

• 1.3.1 Plot and scenario in drama 

• 1.3.2 Setting and narrative techniques 

• 1.3.3 Overview of characterization and dialogue 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Playwriting is a creative and structured process through which stories are transformed into dramatic 

works for performance on stage or screen. It involves not only imagination but also an understanding of 

how dramatic elements such as plot, character, and dialogue work together to communicate meaning 

effectively. As a learner, developing a foundation in playwriting will enable you to appreciate how scripts 

are crafted and how ideas are shaped into performable texts. 

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the fundamentals of playwriting, explore the basic concepts 

of drama, and examine the core components that form the foundation of dramatic expression. 
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We shall commence this Series by introducing the concept of playwriting, its purpose, and its relevance in 

theatre and screen production. Next, we will examine fundamental concepts in drama, including its 

structure and key elements. Subsequently, we will explore core components such as plot, setting, narrative 

techniques, characterization, and dialogue, which form the basis for writing effective dramatic texts. 

 

Series learning outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 1.1 define playwriting and explain its purpose in theatre and screen production, 

SLO 1.2 describe the fundamental concepts and structure of drama, 

SLO 1.3 analyse the relationship between story and dramatic expression, 

SLO 1.4 explain the concepts of plot and scenario in playwriting, 

SLO 1.5 describe the role of setting and narrative techniques in drama, and 

SLO 1.6 identify the basic features of characterisation and dialogue in playwriting. 

 

1.1 Introduction To Playwriting 

1.1.1 meaning of playwriting 

Playwriting is the creative process of composing scripts intended for performance. The term playwriting 

refers to the art and technique of writing dramatic texts that are meant to be performed by actors on stage 

or screen. 

It involves transforming ideas, stories, and experiences into structured dramatic form using dialogue, 

action, and stage directions. A playwright must consider how the audience will perceive the performance, 

making playwriting both a literary and performative activity. 

Understanding playwriting is the first step towards developing skills in dramatic writing. 

Fill in the blank: Playwriting is the art of writing ___ for performance. 
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Figure 1.1 Playwriting process 

 

1.1.2 purpose and scope of playwriting 

Playwriting serves several important purposes in theatre and media. 

The term purpose of playwriting refers to the reasons why plays are written, such as entertainment, 

education, cultural expression, and social commentary. 

The scope of playwriting extends beyond stage drama to include film, television, and digital media. This 

means that playwrights must adapt their writing to different formats and audiences. 

Playwriting is therefore both creative and functional, addressing artistic and societal needs. 

Fill in the blank: One purpose of playwriting is ___ expression. 
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Table 1.1 Purpose and scope of playwriting 

 

1.1.3 playwriting in theatre and screen 

Playwriting differs slightly depending on the medium of performance. 

In theatre, scripts are written with live performance in mind, focusing on stage directions, dialogue, and 

audience interaction. In contrast, screenwriting involves visual storytelling, camera techniques, and 

editing. 

The term screenwriting refers to writing scripts specifically for film and television productions. 

Understanding these differences helps you adapt your writing to different performance contexts. 

Fill in the blank: Screenwriting is used for ___ and television. 
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Figure 1.2 Theatre vs screenwriting 

 

Pilot questions 1.1 

 

1. Playwriting refers to:   

   A. Acting   

   B. Writing scripts for performance   

   C. Singing   

   D. Directing   

 

2. Playwriting is both:   

   A. Technical only   

   B. Literary and performative   
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   C. Silent   

   D. Mechanical   

 

3. One purpose of playwriting is:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Cultural expression   

   C. Numbers   

   D. Isolation   

 

4. Screenwriting is used for:   

   A. Stage only   

   B. Film and television   

   C. Music   

   D. Dance   

 

5. Theatre playwriting focuses on:   

   A. Camera   

   B. Live performance   

   C. Editing   

   D. Animation   
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1.2 Core Components Of Dramatic Expression 

 

1.3.1 plot and scenario in drama 

In playwriting, ideas are developed into structured sequences of events. The term plot refers to the 

organised sequence of events that form the backbone of a dramatic work. It includes the introduction, 

development, climax, and resolution of the story. 

Closely related to plot is the concept of scenario, which refers to the outline or framework of events upon 

which a play is built. It serves as a guide for developing the full dramatic script. 

Understanding plot and scenario helps you organise your ideas into a clear and engaging dramatic 

structure. 

Fill in the blank: A scenario is an ___ of events in a play. 

 

 

Figure 1.5 Plot and scenario 
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1.3.2 setting and narrative techniques 

 

Setting provides the background for dramatic action. 

The term setting refers to the time and place in which a play occurs. It helps establish context and 

influences how the story unfolds. 

The term narrative techniques refers to the methods used to tell a story in drama, such as flashback, 

narration, and sequencing of events. 

These techniques shape how the audience experiences the story and enhance the effectiveness of the 

dramatic presentation. 

Fill in the blank: Setting refers to the ___ and place of a play. 
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 Table 1.3 Setting and narrative techniques 

 

1.3.3 overview of characterisation and dialogue 

 

Characters and dialogue bring a play to life. 

The term characterisation refers to the process of creating and developing characters in a dramatic work. 

It involves defining their traits, motivations, and relationships. 

The term dialogue refers to the spoken interaction between characters, through which the story is 

conveyed. 

Effective characterisation and dialogue are essential for engaging the audience and communicating the 

themes of the play. 

Fill in the blank: Characterisation involves ___ characters in a play. 
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Figure 1.6 Characterisation and dialogue 

 

Pilot questions 1.3 

 

1. Plot refers to:   

   A. Setting   

   B. Sequence of events   

   C. Dialogue   

   D. Costume   
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2. Scenario is:   

   A. Full script   

   B. Outline of events   

   C. Dialogue   

   D. Acting   

 

3. Setting refers to:   

   A. Dialogue   

   B. Time and place   

   C. Character   

   D. Plot   

 

4. Characterisation involves:   

   A. Writing music   

   B. Developing characters   

   C. Lighting   

   D. Costumes   

 

5. Dialogue is:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Spoken interaction   

   C. Movement   

   D. Music   
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Series summary 

In this Series, you were introduced to the foundational concepts of playwriting and dramatic expression. 

You began by exploring the meaning, purpose, and scope of playwriting, including its application in both 

theatre and screen contexts. You then examined the fundamental concepts of drama, focusing on dramatic 

structure, elements, and the relationship between story and performance. Finally, you studied the core 

components of dramatic expression, including plot, scenario, setting, narrative techniques, 

characterisation, and dialogue. 

By engaging with these topics, you should now be able to define playwriting, describe the structure and 

elements of drama, and explain how stories are transformed into dramatic works. You can also identify 

key components such as plot, setting, and characterisation, which are essential for developing effective 

play scripts. These achievements align with the Series Learning Outcomes and prepare you for practical 

playwriting tasks in subsequent Series. 

 

Glossary of terms 

Characterisation: The process of creating and developing characters in a dramatic work. 

Dialogue: The spoken interaction between characters in a play. 

Drama: A form of literature written for performance using action and dialogue. 

Dramatic structure: The arrangement of events in a play, including beginning, development, climax, and 

resolution. 

Elements of drama: The fundamental components of a play, such as plot, character, setting, dialogue, and 

conflict. 

Narrative techniques: Methods used to present and organise a story in drama, such as flashback and 

narration. 

Playwriting: The art and technique of writing scripts for performance. 

Plot: The organised sequence of events in a dramatic work. 

Scenario: An outline or framework of events used to develop a dramatic script. 

Screenwriting: The process of writing scripts for film and television. 

Setting: The time and place in which a dramatic work occurs. 
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 Concept check questions 1 

 

Objective questions 

 

1. Playwriting refers to:   

   A. Acting   

   B. Writing scripts for performance   

   C. Singing   

   D. Directing   

   (Linked to SLO 1.1) 

 

2. Drama is:   

   A. Silent text   

   B. Literature for performance   

   C. Numbers   

   D. Music   

   (Linked to SLO 1.2) 

 

3. Plot refers to:   

   A. Setting   

   B. Sequence of events   

   C. Dialogue   

   D. Costume   
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   (Linked to SLO 1.4) 

 

4. Setting refers to:   

   A. Dialogue   

   B. Time and place   

   C. Character   

   D. Plot   

   (Linked to SLO 1.5) 

 

Short-answer questions 

 

5. Define playwriting and explain its purpose.   

(Linked to SLO 1.1) 

 

6. Describe the structure of drama.   

(Linked to SLO 1.2) 

 

7. Explain the relationship between story and drama.   

(Linked to SLO 1.3) 

 

8. Define plot and scenario in playwriting.   

(Linked to SLO 1.4) 

 

9. Describe characterisation and dialogue in drama.   
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(Linked to SLO 1.6) 

 

Long-answer questions 

 

10. Analyse the fundamental concepts of drama and their importance in playwriting.   

(Linked to SLO 1.2, SLO 1.3) 

 

11. Evaluate the role of plot, setting, and narrative techniques in dramatic expression.   

(Linked to SLO 1.4, SLO 1.5) 

 

12. Examine how characterisation and dialogue contribute to effective playwriting.   

(Linked to SLO 1.6) 

 

#### Answers to concept check questions 1 

 

Objective questions 

 

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

 

Short-answer questions 
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5. Playwriting is the art of writing scripts for performance, used for entertainment, education, and cultural 

expression.   

 

6. Dramatic structure includes the arrangement of events such as beginning, development, climax, and 

resolution.   

 

7. Story is a sequence of events, while drama transforms it into performance through dialogue and action.   

 

8. Plot is the sequence of events, while scenario is the outline used to develop the script.   

 

9. Characterisation involves developing characters, while dialogue is the spoken interaction between 

them.   

 

Long-answer questions 

 

10. Basic response: Drama includes structure and elements.   

 

Value-added response: Fundamental concepts such as structure, plot, character, and conflict provide the 

framework for organising ideas and creating meaningful dramatic works.   

 

11. Basic response: Plot, setting, and narrative techniques shape drama.   

 

Value-added response: These components organise events, provide context, and determine how the story 

is presented, making the play engaging and coherent.   

 

12. Basic response: Characterisation and dialogue are important in drama.   
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Value-added response: Characterisation creates believable characters, while dialogue conveys the story 

and emotions, making the play effective and engaging. 

 

#### Answers to pilot questions 1 

 

Pilot questions 1.1   

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

5. B   

 

Pilot questions 1.2   

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

5. B   

 

Pilot questions 1.3   

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   
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4. B   

5. B   
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Figure 1.1: Playwriting process 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing the stages of playwriting from idea 

generation to performance.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “playwriting process diagram OER” 

 

Figure 1.2: Theatre vs screenwriting 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a comparison diagram between theatre playwriting and 

screenwriting.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “theatre vs screenwriting diagram OER” 

 

Figure 1.3: Dramatic structure 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing the stages of dramatic structure 

including exposition, rising action, climax, and resolution.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “dramatic structure diagram OER” 

 

Figure 1.4: Story to drama 
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AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing how a story is transformed into 

drama through structure and performance.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “story to drama diagram OER” 

 

Figure 1.5: Plot and scenario 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing how a scenario develops into a full 

dramatic plot.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “plot development scenario diagram OER” 

 

Figure 1.6: Characterisation and dialogue 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing how characterisation and dialogue 

interact in drama.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “characterisation dialogue diagram OER” 

 

Table 1.1: Purpose and scope of playwriting 

AI-assisted content based on playwriting theory 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing purposes and scope of playwriting with explanations.” 

Search reference: “purpose of playwriting table OER” 

 

Table 1.2: Elements of drama 

AI-assisted content based on dramatic theory 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing elements of drama and their functions.” 



 

 la-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION 
STUDENTS 

Search reference: “elements of drama table OER” 

 

Table 1.3: Setting and narrative techniques 

AI-assisted content based on literary analysis 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing narrative techniques used in drama with explanations.” 

Search reference: “narrative techniques drama table OER” 

Course title : Fundamentals of Playwriting 

Course code : THA 207 

Course units: 2 
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Series 2: Plot Construction, Narrative Techniques, and Dramatic Structure 

 

2.1 Understanding Plot and Scenario Development 

• 2.1.1 Meaning of plot and scenario 

• 2.1.2 Types of plot structures 

• 2.1.3 Stages of plot development 

2.2 Narrative Techniques and Plot Devices 

• 2.2.1 Meaning of narrative techniques 

• 2.2.2 Types of narrative techniques 

• 2.2.3 Use of plot devices in drama 

2.3 Building Dramatic Structure in Playwriting 

• 2.3.1 Elements of dramatic structure 

• 2.3.2 Structuring scenes and acts 

• 2.3.3 Coherence and flow in dramatic writing 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In playwriting, the transformation of ideas into compelling dramatic works depends largely on how plots 

are constructed and organised. A well-developed plot, supported by effective narrative techniques, 

ensures that a story unfolds in a clear, engaging, and meaningful way. Understanding how to build and 

structure dramatic action is essential for creating plays that capture and sustain audience interest. 

This Series aim to develop your ability to construct effective plots, apply narrative techniques and plot 

devices, and organise dramatic structure in playwriting. 

We shall commence this Series by examining the concept of plot and scenario development, including 

types and stages of plot construction. Next, we will explore narrative techniques and plot devices that 

enhance storytelling in drama. Finally, we will examine how dramatic structure is built through the 

organisation of scenes and acts, ensuring coherence and flow in dramatic writing. 
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Series learning outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 2.1 define plot and scenario in playwriting, 

SLO 2.2 describe different types of plot structures, 

SLO 2.3 explain the stages of plot development, 

SLO 2.4 identify and apply narrative techniques in drama, 

SLO 2.5 analyse the use of plot devices in dramatic writing, and 

SLO 2.6 organise dramatic structure using scenes and acts for coherent storytelling. 

 

2.1 Understanding Plot And Scenario Development 

 

2.1.1 Meaning of plot and scenario 

In playwriting, the organisation of events is essential for creating a meaningful dramatic work. The term 

plot refers to the structured sequence of events that form the storyline of a play. It shows how events are 

arranged to create tension, development, and resolution. 

Closely related is the concept of scenario, which refers to the outline or framework of events that guides 

the development of the full script. A scenario provides the basic structure upon which the plot is 

expanded. 

Understanding both plot and scenario helps you move from an initial idea to a fully developed dramatic 

narrative. 

Fill in the blank: Plot is the ___ sequence of events in a play. 
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Figure 2.1 Plot and scenario development 

 

2.1.2 types of plot structures 

Different plays use different plot structures depending on the story and style. 

The term plot structure refers to the arrangement of events in a narrative. Common types include linear 

plots, where events follow a chronological order, and non-linear plots, where events are presented out of 

sequence. 

Other structures include episodic plots, which consist of loosely connected events, and circular plots, 

where the story ends where it began. 

Choosing an appropriate plot structure helps shape how the audience experiences the story. 

Fill in the blank: A linear plot follows a ___ order. 
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Table 2.1 Types of plot structures 

 

2.1.3 stages of plot development 

A well-constructed plot follows specific stages that guide the progression of events. 

The term plot development refers to the process through which a story unfolds in a structured manner. It 

typically includes exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. 

Each stage plays a role in building tension and guiding the audience through the narrative. 

Understanding these stages allows you to create balanced and engaging dramatic works. 

Fill in the blank: The climax is the ___ point of a story. 
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Figure 2.2 Stages of plot development 

 

 

Pilot questions 2.1 

 

1. Plot refers to:   

   A. Setting   

   B. Structured sequence of events   

   C. Dialogue   

   D. Costume   

 

2. Scenario is:   

   A. Full script   
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   B. Outline of events   

   C. Dialogue   

   D. Acting   

 

3. A linear plot follows:   

   A. Random order   

   B. Chronological order   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

 

4. The climax is the:   

   A. Beginning   

   B. Highest point of tension   

   C. Ending   

   D. Dialogue   

 

5. Plot development includes:   

   A. Music only   

   B. Exposition and resolution   

   C. Silence   

   D. Costume   

 

2.2 Narrative Techniques and Plot Devices 
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2.2.1 meaning of narrative techniques 

In playwriting, the way a story is presented is just as important as the story itself. The term narrative 

techniques refer to the methods used to organise and convey a story in a dramatic work. 

These techniques influence how the audience receives and interprets the story. Examples include 

flashback, narration, foreshadowing, and sequencing of events. 

Using appropriate narrative techniques helps to create suspense, clarify meaning, and enhance audience 

engagement. 

Fill in the blank: Narrative techniques are methods used to ___ a story. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.3 Narrative techniques 

 

2.2.2 types of narrative techniques 
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There are various types of narrative techniques used in drama. 

Flashback presents past events within the current storyline, helping to provide background information. 

Foreshadowing gives hints about events that will occur later in the story. 

Narration involves a character or voice explaining parts of the story, while sequencing refers to how 

events are arranged. 

Each technique serves a specific purpose in shaping the dramatic experience. 

Fill in the blank: Foreshadowing provides ___ about future events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2.2 Types of narrative techniques 
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2.2.3 use of plot devices in drama 

In addition to narrative techniques, playwrights use specific tools to advance the story. The term plot 

devices refers to elements or techniques used to move the plot forward or create interest. 

Examples include conflict, suspense, coincidence, and dramatic irony. These devices help maintain 

audience interest and develop the storyline. 

Understanding plot devices allows you to create more engaging and dynamic dramatic works. 

Fill in the blank: Plot devices help to ___ the story forward. 
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Figure 2.4 Plot devices in drama 

 

Pilot questions 2.2 

 

1. Narrative techniques are used to:   

   A. Ignore story   

   B. Present and organise a story   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

 

2. Flashback shows:   

   A. Future events   

   B. Past events   

   C. Dialogue   

   D. Setting   

 

3. Foreshadowing gives:   

   A. Answers   

   B. Hints about future events   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

 

4. Plot devices are used to:   

   A. Stop the story   
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   B. Move the plot forward   

   C. Silence   

   D. Remove meaning   

 

5. Dramatic irony is a type of:   

   A. Costume   

   B. Plot device   

   C. Lighting   

   D. Music   

 

2.3 Building Dramatic Structure In Playwriting 

 

2.3.1 elements of dramatic structure 

A well-written play depends on a clear and organised structure. The term dramatic structure refers to the 

framework that shapes how a story unfolds in a play. 

The main elements of dramatic structure include exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and 

resolution. These elements guide the progression of events and help maintain audience interest. 

Each element plays a role in building tension and ensuring that the story develops logically. 

Fill in the blank: Dramatic structure provides the ___ for a play. 
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Figure 2.5 Elements of dramatic structure 

 

2.3.2 structuring scenes and acts 

Plays are organised into smaller units called scenes and acts. 

The term scene refers to a section of a play that takes place in a specific time and location, while an act is 

a larger division that contains multiple scenes. 

Structuring scenes and acts helps organise the narrative and maintain clarity in the progression of events. 

This organisation also helps the audience follow the story more easily. 

Fill in the blank: An act is made up of multiple ___. 
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Table 2.3 Scenes and acts in drama 

 

2.3.3 coherence and flow in dramatic writing 

For a play to be effective, it must be coherent and flow smoothly. 

The term coherence refers to the logical connection between events in a play, while flow refers to how 

smoothly the story progresses from one part to another. 

A coherent and well-structured play ensures that the audience can follow the storyline without confusion. 

Playwrights achieve this by carefully linking scenes, maintaining consistency, and developing the plot 

logically. 

Fill in the blank: Coherence refers to the ___ connection between events. 
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Figure 2.6 Coherence and flow 

 

Pilot questions 2.3 

 

1. Dramatic structure refers to:   

   A. Costume   

   B. Framework of a play   

   C. Silence   
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   D. Numbers   

 

2. A scene is:   

   A. Whole play   

   B. Section of a play   

   C. Dialogue only   

   D. Music   

 

3. An act consists of:   

   A. One line   

   B. Multiple scenes   

   C. Dialogue   

   D. Costume   

 

4. Coherence refers to:   

   A. Random events   

   B. Logical connection   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

 

5. Flow refers to:   

   A. Stopping the story   

   B. Smooth progression   

   C. Silence   
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   D. Numbers   

 

Series summary 

 

In this Series, you explored how to construct and organise dramatic narratives in playwriting. You began 

by examining plot and scenario development, including types of plot structures and stages of plot 

progression. You then studied narrative techniques and plot devices, learning how they shape storytelling 

and enhance audience engagement. Finally, you examined how dramatic structure is built through the 

organisation of scenes and acts, as well as the importance of coherence and flow in dramatic writing. 

By engaging with these topics, you should now be able to construct effective plots, apply narrative 

techniques and plot devices, and organise dramatic structure in a clear and coherent manner. These skills 

align with the Series Learning Outcomes and are essential for developing strong playwriting abilities. 

 

Glossary of terms 

Act: A major division of a play that contains several scenes. 

Climax: The highest point of tension in a dramatic work. 

Coherence: The logical connection between events in a play. 

Dramatic structure: The framework that organises how events unfold in a play. 

Flashback: A narrative technique that presents past events within the current storyline. 

Foreshadowing: A technique that gives hints about future events in a story. 

Narrative techniques: Methods used to organise and present a story in drama. 

Plot: The structured sequence of events in a dramatic work. 

Plot devices: Tools used to advance the storyline and maintain audience interest. 

Scenario: An outline or framework of events used to develop a dramatic script. 

Scene: A section of a play that occurs in a specific time and place. 

Flow: The smooth progression of events in a dramatic work. 
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Concept check questions 2 

 

Objective questions 

 

1. Plot refers to:   

   A. Setting   

   B. Structured sequence of events   

   C. Dialogue   

   D. Costume   

   (Linked to SLO 2.1) 

 

2. A linear plot follows:   

   A. Random order   

   B. Chronological order   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

   (Linked to SLO 2.2) 

 

3. Flashback presents:   

   A. Future events   

   B. Past events   

   C. Dialogue   

   D. Setting   

   (Linked to SLO 2.4) 
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4. An act consists of:   

   A. One line   

   B. Multiple scenes   

   C. Dialogue   

   D. Costume   

   (Linked to SLO 2.6) 

 

Short-answer questions 

 

5. Define plot and scenario in playwriting.   

(Linked to SLO 2.1) 

 

6. Describe different types of plot structures.   

(Linked to SLO 2.2) 

 

7. Explain the stages of plot development.   

(Linked to SLO 2.3) 

 

8. Identify two narrative techniques and explain their functions.   

(Linked to SLO 2.4) 

 

9. Explain the importance of coherence and flow in dramatic writing.   

(Linked to SLO 2.6) 



 

 la-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION 
STUDENTS 

 

Long-answer questions 

 

10. Analyse how plot structures influence dramatic storytelling.   

(Linked to SLO 2.2, SLO 2.3) 

 

11. Evaluate the role of narrative techniques and plot devices in drama.   

(Linked to SLO 2.4, SLO 2.5) 

 

12. Examine how dramatic structure contributes to coherence and clarity in playwriting.   

(Linked to SLO 2.6) 

 

#### Answers to concept check questions 2 

 

Objective questions 

 

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

 

Short-answer questions 

 

5. Plot is the structured sequence of events, while scenario is the outline used to develop the script.   
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6. Plot structures include linear, non-linear, episodic, and circular forms.   

 

7. Plot development includes exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.   

 

8. Flashback shows past events, while foreshadowing gives hints about future events.   

 

9. Coherence ensures logical connections, while flow ensures smooth progression of events.   

 

Long-answer questions 

 

10. Basic response: Plot structures shape storytelling.   

 

Value-added response: Different plot structures influence how events are presented and understood, 

affecting pacing, suspense, and audience engagement.   

 

11. Basic response: Narrative techniques help storytelling.   

 

Value-added response: Techniques such as flashback and foreshadowing enhance depth, while plot 

devices like conflict and irony drive the narrative forward and maintain interest.   

 

12. Basic response: Structure helps organise a play.   

 

Value-added response: Dramatic structure ensures logical progression, clarity, and engagement by 

organising events into scenes and acts with coherent flow. 
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Answers to pilot questions 2 

 

Pilot questions 2.1   

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

5. B   

 

Pilot questions 2.2   

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

5. B   

 

Pilot questions 2.3   

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

5. B 

 

REFERENCES AND ATTRIBUTIONS 2 
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Egri, L. (1946). The art of dramatic writing. Simon and Schuster. 

McKee, R. (1997). Story: Substance, structure, style, and the principles of screenwriting. ReganBooks. 

Field, S. (2005). Screenplay: The foundations of screenwriting (Revised ed.). Delta. 

Aristotle. (1996). Poetics (M. Heath, Trans.). Penguin Classics. 

 

Figure 2.1: Plot and scenario development 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing how a scenario develops into a 

structured plot in playwriting.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “plot development scenario diagram OER” 

 

Figure 2.2: Stages of plot development 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing exposition, rising action, climax, 

falling action, and resolution.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “plot development stages diagram OER” 

 

Figure 2.3: Narrative techniques 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing narrative techniques such as 

flashback, narration, and foreshadowing.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “narrative techniques drama diagram OER” 

 

Figure 2.4: Plot devices in drama 
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AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing plot devices such as conflict, 

suspense, and dramatic irony.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “plot devices drama diagram OER” 

 

Figure 2.5: Elements of dramatic structure 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing the elements of dramatic structure 

including exposition and resolution.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “dramatic structure elements diagram OER” 

 

Figure 2.6: Coherence and flow 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing how coherence and flow work in 

dramatic writing.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “coherence flow drama diagram OER” 

 

Table 2.1: Types of plot structures 

AI-assisted content based on narrative theory 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing types of plot structures with explanations and examples.” 

Search reference: “types of plot structure table OER” 

 

Table 2.2: Types of narrative techniques 

AI-assisted content based on literary analysis 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing types of narrative techniques with definitions and examples.” 
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Search reference: “narrative techniques table OER” 

 

Table 2.3: Scenes and acts in drama 

AI-assisted content based on dramatic structure 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table comparing scenes and acts in drama.” 

Search reference: “scenes vs acts drama table OER” 
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Series 3: Characterizations, Dialogue, Language, and Themes in Playwriting 

 

3.1 Characterisation in Playwriting 

3.1.1 Meaning of characterisation 

3.1.2 Types of characters 

3.1.3 Development of characters in drama 

 

3.2 Dialogue and Language in Drama 

3.2.1 Meaning of dialogue 

3.2.2 Features of effective dialogue 

3.2.3 Use of language in playwriting 

 

3.3 Themes and Meaning in Playwriting 

3.3.1 Meaning of theme 

3.3.2 Types of themes in drama 

3.3.3 Developing themes in playwriting 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In playwriting, the effectiveness of a dramatic work depends greatly on how characters are created, how 

dialogue is structured, and how language and themes are developed. These elements work together to give 

depth, meaning, and emotional impact to a play. A well-written play presents believable characters, 

engaging dialogue, and clear thematic messages that resonate with the audience. 

This series aims to develop your understanding of characterisation, dialogue, language, and themes in 

playwriting, and how they contribute to effective dramatic expression. 
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We shall commence this Series by examining characterisation, including types of characters and methods 

of character development. Next, we will explore dialogue and language, focusing on how speech is used 

to convey meaning and advance the plot. Finally, we will examine themes in playwriting, including how 

they are identified and developed within dramatic works. 

 

Series learning outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 3.1 define characterisation and describe different types of characters, 

SLO 3.2 develop characters effectively in dramatic writing, 

SLO 3.3 explain the concept and features of dialogue in drama, 

SLO 3.4 analyse the use of language in playwriting, 

SLO 3.5 define theme and identify different types of themes, and 

SLO 3.6 develop and express themes in dramatic works. 

 

3.1 Characterisation In Playwriting 

 

3.1.1 meaning of characterisation 

Characterisation is a central aspect of playwriting that brings a dramatic work to life. The term 

characterisation refers to the process of creating and developing characters in a play. 

It involves defining a character’s personality, background, motivations, and relationships with other 

characters. Effective characterisation helps the audience understand and connect with the characters. 

A well-developed character makes the story more engaging and meaningful. 

Fill in the blank: Characterisation is the process of ___ characters in a play. 
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Figure 3.1 Characterisation in drama 

 

3.1.2 types of characters 

In drama, characters can be classified into different types based on their roles and development. 

Major characters are central to the story, while minor characters support the main action. Static characters 

do not change significantly, whereas dynamic characters undergo development. 

Other types include protagonists, who are the main characters, and antagonists, who oppose them. 

Understanding these types helps you create balanced and effective dramatic works. 

Fill in the blank: A protagonist is the ___ character in a play. 
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Table 3.1 Types of characters 

 

3.1.3 development of characters in drama 

Developing characters involves making them believable and consistent. 

The term character development refers to how a character grows or changes throughout a play. This 

includes revealing their thoughts, emotions, and actions. 

Playwrights use dialogue, actions, and interactions to show character development. 

Effective character development enhances the realism and impact of a play. 

Fill in the blank: Character development shows how a character ___ over time. 
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Figure 3.2 Character development 

 

 Pilot questions 3.1 

 

1. Characterisation refers to:   

   A. Setting   

   B. Creating characters   

   C. Dialogue   

   D. Costume   

 

2. A protagonist is the:   

   A. Minor character   

   B. Main character   

   C. Silent character   

   D. Costume   
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3. A dynamic character:   

   A. Does not change   

   B. Changes over time   

   C. Is silent   

   D. Is static   

 

4. Character development involves:   

   A. Ignoring characters   

   B. Showing growth   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

 

5. Minor characters:   

   A. Lead the story   

   B. Support the story   

   C. Stop the story   

   D. Are absent   

 

Pilot questions 3.1 

 

1. Characterisation refers to:   

   A. Setting   

   B. Creating characters   
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   C. Dialogue   

   D. Costume   

 

2. A protagonist is the:   

   A. Minor character   

   B. Main character   

   C. Silent character   

   D. Costume   

 

3. A dynamic character:   

   A. Does not change   

   B. Changes over time   

   C. Is silent   

   D. Is static   

 

4. Character development involves:   

   A. Ignoring characters   

   B. Showing growth   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

 

5. Minor characters:   

   A. Lead the story   

   B. Support the story   
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   C. Stop the story   

   D. Are absent   

 

Pilot questions 3.2 

 

1. Dialogue refers to:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Spoken interaction   

   C. Costume   

   D. Lighting   

 

2. Dialogue helps to:   

   A. Stop the story   

   B. Reveal character and plot   

   C. Silence   

   D. Remove meaning   

 

3. Effective dialogue should be:   

   A. Confusing   

   B. Clear and purposeful   

   C. Silent   

   D. Random   
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4. Language in playwriting includes:   

   A. Numbers   

   B. Tone and style   

   C. Silence   

   D. Costumes   

 

5. Dialogue is important because it:   

   A. Replaces action   

   B. Drives the story   

   C. Stops the play   

   D. Removes meaning   

 

3.3 Themes and Meaning In Playwriting 

 

3.3.1 meaning of theme 

In playwriting, every dramatic work conveys an underlying idea or message. The term theme refers to the 

central idea, message, or insight that a play communicates to its audience. 

Themes often address universal human experiences such as love, conflict, identity, justice, and power. 

They give depth and meaning to the events and actions in a play. 

Understanding theme helps you interpret what a play is truly about beyond its surface events. 

Fill in the blank: Theme refers to the ___ idea of a play. 
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Figure 3.5 Theme in playwriting 

 

3.3.2 types of themes in drama 

Dramatic works explore a wide range of themes depending on their focus and context. 

Common themes include love, conflict, identity, betrayal, power, justice, and social change. These themes 

reflect human experiences and societal issues. 

Different genres may emphasise different themes, but all contribute to the overall meaning of the play. 

Recognising types of themes helps you analyse and interpret dramatic works more effectively. 

Fill in the blank: A common theme in drama is ___. 
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Table 3.3 Types of themes in drama 

 

3.3.3 developing themes in playwriting 

Themes are developed through the interaction of various dramatic elements. 

The term theme development refers to how a central idea is expressed and reinforced throughout a play. 

This is achieved through plot, character actions, dialogue, and conflict. 

A well-developed theme is consistent and clearly communicated to the audience. 

Understanding how to develop themes helps you create meaningful and impactful dramatic works. 

Fill in the blank: Themes are developed through plot, character, and ___. 
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Figure 3.6 Developing themes 
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Series summary 

 

In this Series, you examined the essential components that bring depth and meaning to playwriting. You 

began by exploring characterisation, including types of characters and methods of character development. 

You then studied dialogue and language, focusing on how spoken interaction and word choice contribute 

to storytelling and audience engagement. Finally, you explored themes in playwriting, learning how 

central ideas are identified and developed through dramatic elements. 

By engaging with these topics, you should now be able to create and develop characters, construct 

effective dialogue, use language appropriately, and identify and develop themes in dramatic works. These 

skills align with the Series Learning Outcomes and are fundamental to producing compelling and 

meaningful play scripts. 

 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

Antagonist: A character who opposes the protagonist in a play. 

Character development: The process through which a character grows or changes over time. 

Characterisation: The process of creating and developing characters in a dramatic work. 

Dialogue: The spoken interaction between characters in a play. 

Dynamic character: A character who undergoes significant change during a play. 

Language in playwriting: The use of words, tone, and style to convey meaning in a dramatic work. 

Protagonist: The main character in a play. 

Static character: A character who does not change significantly during a play. 

Theme: The central idea or message conveyed in a dramatic work. 

Theme development: The process of expressing and reinforcing a theme throughout a play. 

 

 Concept check questions 3 
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Objective questions 

 

1. Characterisation refers to:   

   A. Setting   

   B. Creating characters   

   C. Dialogue   

   D. Costume   

   (Linked to SLO 3.1) 

 

2. A protagonist is the:   

   A. Minor character   

   B. Main character   

   C. Silent character   

   D. Costume   

   (Linked to SLO 3.1) 

 

3. Dialogue refers to:   

   A. Silence   

   B. Spoken interaction   

   C. Costume   

   D. Lighting   

   (Linked to SLO 3.3) 

 

4. Theme refers to:   
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   A. Dialogue   

   B. Central idea   

   C. Setting   

   D. Costume   

   (Linked to SLO 3.5) 

 

Short-answer questions 

 

5. Define characterisation and explain its importance.   

(Linked to SLO 3.1) 

 

6. Describe different types of characters in drama.   

(Linked to SLO 3.1) 

 

7. Explain the features of effective dialogue.   

(Linked to SLO 3.3) 

 

8. Analyse the use of language in playwriting.   

(Linked to SLO 3.4) 

 

9. Define theme and explain how it is developed in a play.   

(Linked to SLO 3.5, SLO 3.6) 

 

Long-answer questions 
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10. Analyse the role of characterisation in effective playwriting.   

(Linked to SLO 3.2) 

 

11. Evaluate the importance of dialogue and language in drama.   

(Linked to SLO 3.3, SLO 3.4) 

 

12. Examine how themes contribute to meaning in dramatic works.   

(Linked to SLO 3.5, SLO 3.6) 

 

 Answers to concept check questions 3 

Objective questions 

 

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

 

Short-answer questions 

 

5. Characterisation is the process of creating and developing characters, and it is important because it 

makes the story engaging and believable.   

 

6. Types of characters include protagonist, antagonist, static, dynamic, major, and minor characters.   
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7. Effective dialogue is clear, realistic, purposeful, and advances the plot.   

 

8. Language in playwriting involves the use of tone, style, and expression to convey meaning and reflect 

characters.   

 

9. Theme is the central idea of a play, developed through plot, character, dialogue, and conflict.   

 

Long-answer questions 

 

10. Basic response: Characterisation helps develop characters in a play.   

 

Value-added response: Characterisation creates believable and relatable characters, drives the plot, and 

helps convey themes, making the play engaging and meaningful.   

 

11. Basic response: Dialogue and language are important in drama.   

 

Value-added response: Dialogue reveals character and advances the plot, while language shapes tone and 

meaning, enhancing audience engagement and understanding.   

 

12. Basic response: Themes give meaning to a play.   

 

Value-added response: Themes provide deeper insight into human experiences and societal issues, 

helping audiences interpret and reflect on the message of the play. 
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 Answers to pilot questions 3 

 

Pilot questions 3.1   

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

5. B   

 

Pilot questions 3.2   

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

5. B   

 

Pilot questions 3.3   

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

5. B   

 



 

 la-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION 
STUDENTS 

REFERENCES AND ATTRIBUTIONS 3 

Egri, L. (1946). The art of dramatic writing. Simon and Schuster. 
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Figure 3.1: Characterisation in drama 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing aspects of characterisation including 

traits, motivation, and relationships.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “characterisation diagram drama OER” 

 

Figure 3.2: Character development 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing how characters develop throughout 

a dramatic work.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “character development diagram drama OER” 

 

Figure 3.3: Dialogue in drama 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing how dialogue reveals character and 

advances plot in drama.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “dialogue drama diagram OER” 

 

Figure 3.4: Language in playwriting 
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AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing different uses of language such as 

tone, style, and symbolism in drama.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “language in drama diagram OER” 

 

Figure 3.5: Theme in playwriting 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing how theme connects with plot and 

character in drama.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “theme plot character diagram OER” 

 

Figure 3.6: Developing themes 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing how themes are developed through 

plot, character, and dialogue.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “theme development drama diagram OER” 

 

Table 3.1: Types of characters 

AI-assisted content based on dramatic theory 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing types of characters with definitions and examples.” 

Search reference: “types of characters drama table OER” 

 

Table 3.2: Features of effective dialogue 

AI-assisted content based on playwriting practice 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing features of effective dialogue in drama.” 
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Search reference: “features of dialogue table drama OER” 

 

Table 3.3: Types of themes in drama 

AI-assisted content based on literary analysis 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing types of themes in drama with examples.” 

Search reference: “themes in drama table OER” 
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Series 4: Genres, Types of Plays, and Experimental Forms 

4.1 Genres of Plays 

• 4.1.1 Meaning of dramatic genres 

• 4.1.2 Major genres of drama 

• 4.1.3 Features of each genre 

4.2 Types of Plays 

• 4.2.1 Meaning of types of plays 

• 4.2.2 Short plays, skits, and full-length plays 

• 4.2.3 Stage plays and screen plays 

4.3 Experimental and Modern Forms of Drama 

• 4.3.1 Meaning of experimental drama 

• 4.3.2 Features of experimental plays 

• 4.3.3 Innovations in dramatic forms 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Dramatic works exist in a variety of forms, each shaped by its purpose, structure, and style. 

Understanding the different genres and types of plays allows you to recognise how dramatic texts are 

classified and how they differ in tone, content, and presentation. In addition, modern developments in 

drama have introduced experimental forms that challenge traditional conventions and expand the 

possibilities of playwriting. 

The aim of this Series is to examine the genres and types of plays, as well as explore experimental and 

modern forms of drama. 

We shall commence this Series by examining the concept of dramatic genres and identifying the major 

genres of drama. Next, we will explore different types of plays, including short plays, skits, and full-

length works, as well as distinctions between stage and screen plays. Finally, we will examine 

experimental drama, focusing on its features and innovations in contemporary playwriting. 



 

 la-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION 
STUDENTS 

 

Series learning outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 4.1 define dramatic genres and identify major genres of plays, 

SLO 4.2 describe the features of different dramatic genres, 

SLO 4.3 differentiate between types of plays such as skits, short plays, and full-length plays, 

SLO 4.4 distinguish between stage plays and screen plays, 

SLO 4.5 explain the concept of experimental drama, and 

SLO 4.6 analyse innovations and modern trends in dramatic forms. 

 

4.1 Genres Of Plays 

 

4.1.1 meaning of dramatic genres 

Dramatic works can be classified into different categories based on their themes, tone, and structure. The 

term dramatic genres refers to the classification of plays into distinct types according to their 

characteristics. 

Genres help audiences and readers understand the nature of a play, whether it is serious, humorous, or a 

mixture of both. 

Understanding dramatic genres enables you to identify the purpose and style of a play more effectively. 

Fill in the blank: Dramatic genres classify plays based on their ___ and structure. 
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Figure 4.1 Dramatic genres 

 

4.1.2 major genres of drama 

Several major genres of drama are widely recognised. 

Tragedy is a genre that deals with serious themes and often ends in misfortune or downfall of the 

protagonist. 

Comedy focuses on humour and often ends happily. 

Tragicomedy combines elements of both tragedy and comedy. 

Other genres include melodrama and farce. 

Each genre presents different emotional experiences for the audience. 

Fill in the blank: Tragedy often ends in ___. 

 

 



 

 la-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION 
STUDENTS 

 

Table 4.1 Major genres of drama 

 

4.1.3 features of each genre 

Each dramatic genre has its unique characteristics. 

Tragedy is marked by serious themes, conflict, and a tragic ending. Comedy includes humour, 

misunderstandings, and a happy resolution. Tragicomedy blends serious and humorous elements. 

Understanding these features helps you choose the appropriate genre when writing a play. 

Fill in the blank: Comedy usually ends ___. 
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Figure 4.2 Features of dramatic genres 

 

Pilot questions 4.1 

 

1. Dramatic genres refer to:   

   A. Costumes   

   B. Classification of plays   

   C. Dialogue   

   D. Lighting   

 

2. Tragedy is a genre that:   

   A. Is humorous   

   B. Is serious   

   C. Is silent   

   D. Is musical   
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3. Comedy usually ends:   

   A. Sadly   

   B. Happily   

   C. Silently   

   D. Randomly   

 

4. Tragicomedy combines:   

   A. Music and dance   

   B. Tragedy and comedy   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

 

5. Genres help to:   

   A. Confuse audience   

   B. Identify type of play   

   C. Stop understanding   

   D. Remove meaning   

 

4.2 Types Of Plays 

 

4.2.1 Meaning of types of plays 

In addition to genres, plays can also be classified based on their length, structure, and mode of 

presentation. The term types of plays refers to different forms of dramatic works distinguished by their 

format and performance style. 
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These classifications help playwrights choose the appropriate form for their ideas and intended audience. 

Understanding types of plays allows you to adapt your writing to different dramatic contexts. 

Fill in the blank: Types of plays are classified based on ___ and format. 

 

 

 

Figure 4.3 Types of plays 

 

4.2.2 short plays, skits, and full-length plays 

Plays can vary in length and complexity. 

Short plays are brief dramatic works with a simple structure, usually performed within a limited time. 

Skits are very short and often humorous performances focusing on a single idea or situation. 

Full-length plays are longer and more complex, with multiple acts and detailed plot development. 

Each type serves different purposes and audiences. 

Fill in the blank: A skit is usually ___ and humorous. 
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Table 4.2 Types of plays by length 

 

4.2.3 stage plays and screen plays 

Plays can also be classified based on their medium of performance. 

Stage plays are written for live performance in a theatre, focusing on dialogue and physical action. 

Screen plays are written for film or television and include visual elements such as camera angles and 

editing. 

The term screen play refers to a script written specifically for screen production. 

Understanding these differences helps you adapt your writing to different formats. 

Fill in the blank: Stage plays are performed ___. 
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Figure 4.4 Stage vs screen plays 

 

 

 

Pilot questions 4.2 

 

1. Types of plays refer to:   

   A. Costumes   

   B. Forms of drama   

   C. Dialogue   

   D. Lighting   

 

2. A skit is:   

   A. Long play   

   B. Short and humorous   
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   C. Silent   

   D. Complex   

 

3. Full-length plays are:   

   A. Very short   

   B. Long and detailed   

   C. Silent   

   D. Simple   

 

4. Stage plays are performed:   

   A. On screen   

   B. Live in theatre   

   C. Online only   

   D. Silently   

 

5. Screen plays are written for:   

   A. Stage   

   B. Film and television   

   C. Music   

   D. Dance   

 

4.3 Experimental And Modern Forms Of Drama 

 

4.3.1 meaning of experimental drama 
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Drama continues to evolve as playwrights explore new and creative ways of storytelling. The term 

experimental drama refers to dramatic works that break away from traditional forms and conventions. 

Experimental drama often challenges established structures, styles, and expectations, offering new ways 

of engaging the audience. 

This form of drama encourages creativity and innovation in playwriting. 

Fill in the blank: Experimental drama breaks away from ___ forms. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.5 Experimental drama 

 

4.3.2 features of experimental plays 

Experimental plays are characterised by unique and unconventional features. 

These may include non-linear storytelling, minimalistic staging, audience interaction, and the blending of 

different artistic forms such as music and dance. 

Such features make experimental drama distinct from traditional plays. 
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Understanding these features helps you explore new possibilities in playwriting. 

Fill in the blank: Experimental plays often use ___ storytelling. 

 

 

 

Table 4.3 Features of experimental drama 

 

4.3.3 innovations in dramatic forms 

Modern drama is shaped by continuous innovation. 

The term innovation in drama refers to the introduction of new ideas, techniques, and styles in playwriting 

and performance. 

These innovations include digital theatre, multimedia integration, and interactive performance styles. 

Innovation allows drama to remain relevant and adaptable to changing times. 

Fill in the blank: Innovation involves introducing ___ ideas in drama. 
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Figure 4.6 Innovations in drama 

 

 

Pilot questions 4.3 

 

1. Experimental drama refers to:   

   A. Traditional drama   

   B. Non-traditional drama   

   C. Silent drama   

   D. Musical only   

 

2. Experimental drama breaks away from:   

   A. Innovation   

   B. Traditional forms   
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   C. Dialogue   

   D. Music   

 

3. A feature of experimental drama is:   

   A. Linear storytelling   

   B. Non-linear storytelling   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

 

4. Innovation in drama involves:   

   A. Old ideas   

   B. New ideas   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

 

5. Experimental drama encourages:   

   A. Restriction   

   B. Creativity   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   
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Series summary 

In this Series, you explored the classification and diversity of dramatic works. You began by examining 

dramatic genres, including tragedy, comedy, and tragicomedy, and their distinctive features. You then 

studied different types of plays, such as skits, short plays, and full-length plays, as well as the differences 

between stage and screen plays. Finally, you explored experimental and modern forms of drama, focusing 

on their innovative features and their role in expanding the boundaries of playwriting. 

By engaging with these topics, you should now be able to identify and differentiate dramatic genres and 

types of plays, as well as understand the significance of experimental drama and innovation in 

contemporary playwriting. These skills align with the Series Learning Outcomes and enhance your ability 

to classify and create diverse dramatic works. 

 

 

Glossary of terms 

Comedy: A dramatic genre that focuses on humour and typically ends happily. 

Experimental drama: A form of drama that breaks away from traditional conventions and explores new 

styles. 

Full-length play: A long dramatic work with multiple acts and complex structure. 

Genre: A category of drama defined by its style, tone, and content. 

Innovation in drama: The introduction of new ideas, techniques, or styles in playwriting. 

Screen play: A script written for film or television production. 

Short play: A brief dramatic work with a simple structure. 

Skit: A very short, often humorous dramatic performance. 

Stage play: A play written for live performance in a theatre. 

Tragedy: A dramatic genre that deals with serious themes and often ends in misfortune. 

Tragicomedy: A genre that combines elements of tragedy and comedy. 
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Concept check questions 4 

 

Objective questions 

 

1. Dramatic genres refer to:   

   A. Costumes   

   B. Classification of plays   

   C. Dialogue   

   D. Lighting   

   (Linked to SLO 4.1) 

 

2. Tragedy is a genre that is:   

   A. Humorous   

   B. Serious   

   C. Silent   

   D. Musical   

   (Linked to SLO 4.2) 

 

3. A skit is:   

   A. Long play   

   B. Short and humorous   

   C. Silent   

   D. Complex   

   (Linked to SLO 4.3) 
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4. Stage plays are performed:   

   A. On screen   

   B. Live in theatre   

   C. Online only   

   D. Silently   

   (Linked to SLO 4.4) 

 

Short-answer questions 

5. Define dramatic genres and give examples.   

(Linked to SLO 4.1) 

6. Describe the features of tragedy and comedy.   

(Linked to SLO 4.2) 

7. Differentiate between skits, short plays, and full-length plays.   

(Linked to SLO 4.3) 

8. Explain the difference between stage plays and screen plays.   

(Linked to SLO 4.4) 

9. Define experimental drama and describe its features.   

(Linked to SLO 4.5) 

 

Long-answer questions 

 

10. Analyse the importance of genres in playwriting.   

(Linked to SLO 4.1, SLO 4.2) 
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11. Evaluate different types of plays and their applications.   

(Linked to SLO 4.3, SLO 4.4) 

 

12. Examine the role of experimental drama and innovation in modern playwriting.   

(Linked to SLO 4.5, SLO 4.6) 

 

Answers to concept check questions 4 

Objective questions 

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

Short-answer questions 

5. Dramatic genres are classifications of plays such as tragedy, comedy, and tragicomedy.   

6. Tragedy is serious and often ends in misfortune, while comedy is humorous and usually ends happily.   

7. Skits are very short and humorous, short plays are brief with simple structure, and full-length plays are 

long and complex.   

8. Stage plays are performed live, while screen plays are written for film and television.   

9. Experimental drama breaks away from traditional forms and uses innovative techniques such as non-

linear storytelling.   

 

Long-answer questions 

10. Basic response: Genres help classify plays.   
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Value-added response: Genres guide the structure, tone, and expectations of a play, helping playwrights 

and audiences understand its purpose and style.   

 

11. Basic response: Types of plays differ in length and format.   

 

Value-added response: Different types of plays serve different purposes, from short skits for quick 

expression to full-length plays for complex storytelling, and from stage to screen adaptations.   

 

12. Basic response: Experimental drama introduces new ideas.   

 

Value-added response: Experimental drama expands creative possibilities by challenging traditional 

forms and incorporating innovations such as multimedia and interactive performance. 

 

Answers to pilot questions 4 

 

Pilot questions 4.1   

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

5. B   

 

Pilot questions 4.2   

1. B   

2. B   
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3. B   

4. B   

5. B   

 

Pilot questions 4.3   

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

5. B   
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Figure 4.1: Dramatic genres 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing classification of dramatic genres 

such as tragedy and comedy.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “dramatic genres diagram OER” 

 

Figure 4.2: Features of dramatic genres 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a comparison diagram showing features of tragedy and 

comedy.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “tragedy vs comedy diagram OER” 

 

Figure 4.3: Types of plays 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing types of plays such as skits, short 

plays, and full-length plays.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “types of plays diagram OER” 

 

Figure 4.4: Stage vs screen plays 



 

 la-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION 
STUDENTS 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram comparing stage plays and screen plays.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “stage vs screen play diagram OER” 

 

Figure 4.5: Experimental drama 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing features of experimental drama 

including innovation and non-traditional structure.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “experimental drama diagram OER” 

 

Figure 4.6: Innovations in drama 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing innovations in drama including 

digital theatre and interactive performance.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “innovation drama diagram OER” 

 

Table 4.1: Major genres of drama 

AI-assisted content based on dramatic theory 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing major genres of drama with their features.” 

Search reference: “genres of drama table OER” 

 

Table 4.2: Types of plays by length 

AI-assisted content based on playwriting practice 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table comparing skits, short plays, and full-length plays.” 

Search reference: “types of plays length table OER” 
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Table 4.3: Features of experimental drama 

AI-assisted content based on contemporary theatre studies 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing features of experimental drama with explanations.” 

Search reference: “experimental drama features table OER” 
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Series 5: Practical Playwriting, Digital Tools, Production, and Ethical Considerations 

 

5.1 Demonstration of Playwriting Skills 

5.1.1 Writing from scenario to script 

5.1.2 Developing short play skits 

5.1.3 Applying elements of playwriting 

5.2 Scripting Techniques and Stage Directions 

5.2.1 Scripting language 

5.2.2 Writing dialogue and stage directions 

5.2.3 Formatting a play script 

5.3 Digital Tools in Playwriting 

5.3.1 Online playwriting applications 

5.3.2 Benefits of digital tools 

5.3.3 Using technology in script development 

5.4 Production, Ethics, And Script Critique 

5.4.1 Producing a play 

5.4.2 Ethical considerations in playwriting 

5.4.3 Critiquing a play script 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Playwriting is not only a theoretical discipline but also a practical skill that requires continuous practice 

and application. The ability to transform ideas into scripts, use appropriate scripting techniques, and 

produce a complete play is essential for every playwright. In addition, modern playwriting increasingly 

involves the use of digital tools, while ethical considerations guide responsible creative expression. 
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This Series aim to develop your practical playwriting skills, introduce digital tools used in scriptwriting, 

and examine the processes of production, ethical considerations, and script critique. 

We shall commence this Series by demonstrating playwriting skills, including transforming scenarios into 

scripts and writing short play skits. Next, we will explore scripting techniques and stage directions, focusing 

on how to structure and format a play. Subsequently, we will examine digital tools and online playwriting 

applications that support script development. Finally, we will conclude by examining play production, 

ethical considerations, and methods of critiquing play scripts. 

Series learning outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 5.1 transform a scenario into a complete play script, 

SLO 5.2 develop and write short play skits using appropriate techniques, 

SLO 5.3 apply scripting language and stage directions effectively, 

SLO 5.4 utilise digital tools and online playwriting applications, 

SLO 5.5 explain the process of producing a play, and 

SLO 5.6 apply ethical considerations and critique play scripts effectively. 

5.1 Demonstration Of Playwriting Skills 

5.1.1 Writing from scenario to script 

Playwriting involves transforming an idea into a complete dramatic script. The term scenario refers to a 

brief outline of events, while a script is the fully developed dramatic text including dialogue and stage 

directions. 

To move from scenario to script, a playwright expands the outline into scenes, develops characters, and 

adds dialogue and action. This process ensures that the story becomes performable. 

Understanding this transformation helps you develop practical playwriting skills. 

Fill in the blank: A script is a ___ dramatic text. 
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Figure 5.1 Scenario to script 

 

5.1.2 Developing short play skits 

Short play skits are useful for practicing playwriting skills. 

A skit is a brief dramatic piece that focuses on a single idea or situation. It usually has few characters and 

a simple plot. 

When developing a skit, the playwright must ensure clarity, brevity, and focus. Dialogue should be direct, 

and the action should move quickly. 

Writing skits helps build confidence and improves understanding of dramatic structure. 

Fill in the blank: A skit is usually ___ and focused. 

 

 

 



 

 la-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION 
STUDENTS 

 

Table 5.1 Features of short play skits 

 

5.1.3 applying elements of playwriting 

Effective playwriting requires the application of key dramatic elements. 

These include plot, character, setting, dialogue, and conflict. A playwright must combine these elements to 

create a meaningful and engaging script. 

Applying these elements ensures that the play is coherent and effective. 

Understanding how to use these elements in practice is essential for developing strong playwriting skills. 

Fill in the blank: Playwriting elements include plot, character, setting, dialogue, and ___. 
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Figure 5.2 Elements in practice 

 

Pilot questions 5.1 

1. A script is:   

   A. An outline   

   B. A complete dramatic text   

   C. A costume design   

   D. A rehearsal   

2. A scenario is:   

   A. Full script   

   B. Outline of events   

   C. Dialogue only   
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   D. Lighting plan   

3. A skit is usually:   

   A. Long and complex   

   B. Short and focused   

   C. Silent   

   D. Random   

4. Playwriting elements include:   

   A. Plot and conflict   

   B. Music only   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

5. Transforming scenario to script involves:   

   A. Ignoring structure   

   B. Developing scenes and dialogue   

   C. Silence   

   D. Removing characters   

5.2 Scripting Techniques and Stage Directions 

5.2.1 scripting language 

Scripting language refers to the specific style and format used in writing a play. The term scripting 

language involves how dialogue, actions, and instructions are presented in a script. 
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A good script uses clear, concise, and purposeful language. It avoids unnecessary details and focuses on 

what can be performed on stage or screen. 

Understanding scripting language helps you write scripts that are easy to interpret and perform. 

Fill in the blank: Scripting language should be ___ and clear. 

 

 

Figure 5.3 Scripting language 

 

5.2.2 writing dialogue and stage directions 

A complete script includes both dialogue and stage directions. 

Stage directions are instructions in a script that describe actions, movements, and settings. They guide 

actors and directors on how the play should be performed. 

Dialogue expresses character interaction, while stage directions support performance by providing context. 

Both must be balanced to ensure clarity without overwhelming the script. 
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Fill in the blank: Stage directions guide ___ and directors. 

 

Table 5.2 Dialogue vs stage directions 

 

5.2.3 formatting a play script 

Proper formatting is essential in playwriting. 

The term script formatting refers to the arrangement of text in a script, including how dialogue, character 

names, and stage directions are presented. 

A well-formatted script improves readability and professionalism. It also ensures that performers can easily 

follow the script. 

Understanding formatting helps you present your work effectively. 

Fill in the blank: Script formatting improves ___ and clarity. 
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Figure 5.4 Script formatting 

 

Pilot questions 5.2 

1. Scripting language should be:   

   A. Confusing   

   B. Clear and concise   

   C. Silent   

   D. Random   

 

2. Stage directions are:   

   A. Dialogue   

   B. Instructions for performance   
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   C. Music   

   D. Lighting only   

 

3. Dialogue is used to:   

   A. Guide movement   

   B. Show interaction   

   C. Replace action   

   D. Silence   

 

4. Script formatting improves:   

   A. Confusion   

   B. Readability   

   C. Silence   

   D. Noise   

 

5. Stage directions guide:   

   A. Audience   

   B. Actors and directors   

   C. Music   

   D. Lighting only   
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5.3 Digital Tools In Playwriting 

5.3.1 online playwriting applications 

Modern playwriting increasingly involves the use of digital tools. The term online playwriting 

applications refers to software and platforms that assist in writing, editing, and formatting scripts. 

These applications help playwrights organise their work, format scripts automatically, and collaborate with 

others. They also make it easier to store and share scripts. 

Using digital tools improves efficiency and professionalism in playwriting. 

Fill in the blank: Online playwriting applications help to ___ scripts. 

 

 

Figure 5.5 Playwriting applications 
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5.3.2 benefits of digital tools 

Digital tools offer several advantages in playwriting. 

They improve speed, accuracy, and organisation. Writers can easily edit scripts, track changes, and 

collaborate with others in real time. 

Digital tools also provide templates that help maintain proper formatting. 

Understanding these benefits helps you integrate technology into your writing process. 

Fill in the blank: Digital tools improve ___ and organisation. 

 

Table 5.3 Benefits of digital tools 

 

5.3.3 using technology in script development 

Technology plays a significant role in developing scripts. 

Writers can use digital platforms to draft, revise, and share their work. Collaboration tools allow multiple 

writers to contribute to a script. 
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Technology also supports remote production and rehearsal processes. 

Understanding how to use technology effectively enhances your playwriting skills. 

Fill in the blank: Technology helps writers to ___ and revise scripts. 

 

 

Figure 5.6 Technology in script development 

 

Pilot questions 5.3 

1. Online playwriting applications are used to:   

   A. Perform plays   

   B. Write and edit scripts   

   C. Design costumes   

   D. Build sets   
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2. Digital tools help to:   

   A. Reduce organisation   

   B. Improve efficiency   

   C. Stop writing   

   D. Remove content   

3. One benefit of digital tools is:   

   A. Confusion   

   B. Collaboration   

   C. Silence   

   D. Delay   

4. Technology in playwriting allows:   

   A. Isolation   

   B. Script development   

   C. Silence   

   D. Numbers   

5. Digital tools provide:   

   A. Costumes   

   B. Formatting templates   

   C. Lighting   

   D. Sound effects   
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Series summary 

In this Series, you focused on the practical aspects of playwriting and its application in real-world contexts. 

You began by learning how to transform scenarios into full scripts and develop short play skits. You then 

explored scripting techniques, including dialogue, stage directions, and proper formatting. Subsequently, 

you examined the use of digital tools and online applications in playwriting. Finally, you studied the process 

of producing a play, ethical considerations in writing, and methods of critiquing play scripts. 

By engaging with these topics, you should now be able to write complete scripts, apply proper scripting 

techniques, use digital tools effectively, and evaluate play scripts critically. These skills align with the 

Series Learning Outcomes and prepare you for professional and creative playwriting practice. 

Glossary of terms 

Digital tools: Software and applications used to assist in writing, editing, and formatting scripts. 

Ethical considerations: Moral principles guiding responsible and respectful playwriting. 

Play production: The process of bringing a dramatic script to life through performance. 

Script critique: The evaluation of a play script to identify strengths and areas for improvement. 

Script formatting: The arrangement of text in a play script to ensure clarity and readability. 

Scripting language: The style and structure used in writing dialogue and stage directions. 

Stage directions: Instructions in a script that guide actors and directors on performance. 

Scenario: An outline of events used as the basis for developing a script. 

Skit: A short and focused dramatic performance. 

#### Concept check questions 5 
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Objective questions 

1. A script is:   

   A. An outline   

   B. A complete dramatic text   

   C. A costume plan   

   D. A rehearsal note   

   (Linked to SLO 5.1) 

 

2. Stage directions are:   

   A. Dialogue   

   B. Instructions for performance   

   C. Music   

   D. Lighting only   

   (Linked to SLO 5.3) 

 

3. Digital tools help to:   

   A. Stop writing   

   B. Improve efficiency   

   C. Remove content   

   D. Reduce clarity   
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   (Linked to SLO 5.4) 

 

4. Ethical considerations include:   

   A. Copying work   

   B. Avoiding plagiarism   

   C. Ignoring culture   

   D. Silence   

   (Linked to SLO 5.6) 

 

Short-answer questions 

 

5. Explain how a scenario is transformed into a script.   

(Linked to SLO 5.1) 

 

6. Describe the role of stage directions in a play.   

(Linked to SLO 5.3) 

 

7. Identify benefits of digital tools in playwriting.   

(Linked to SLO 5.4) 
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8. Explain ethical considerations in playwriting.   

(Linked to SLO 5.6) 

 

9. Describe the process of critiquing a play script.   

(Linked to SLO 5.6) 

 

Long-answer questions 

 

10. Analyse the process of developing a complete play from idea to production.   

(Linked to SLO 5.1, SLO 5.5) 

11. Evaluate the role of digital tools in modern playwriting.   

(Linked to SLO 5.4) 

12. Examine the importance of ethics and critique in playwriting practice.   

(Linked to SLO 5.6) 

 

Answers to concept check questions 5 

Objective questions 

 

1. B   

2. B   
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3. B   

4. B   

 

Short-answer questions 

5. A scenario is expanded into scenes, characters, dialogue, and stage directions to form a complete script.   

6. Stage directions guide actors and directors on how to perform actions and movements.   

7. Digital tools improve efficiency, organisation, collaboration, and formatting.   

8. Ethical considerations involve originality, cultural respect, and responsible storytelling.   

9. Script critique involves evaluating structure, characters, dialogue, and overall effectiveness.   

 

Long-answer questions 

10. Basic response: A play develops from idea to production.   

 

Value-added response: The process includes idea generation, scenario development, script writing, 

revision, rehearsal, and performance, involving collaboration among creative teams.   

 

11. Basic response: Digital tools support writing.   

 

Value-added response: Digital tools enhance efficiency, enable collaboration, and improve formatting, 

making playwriting more professional and accessible.   
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12. Basic response: Ethics and critique are important in playwriting.   

 

Value-added response: Ethical practices ensure originality and respect, while critique helps refine scripts, 

improve quality, and enhance the playwright’s skills. 

#### Answers to pilot questions 5 

 

Pilot questions 5.1   

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. A   

5. B   

 

Pilot questions 5.2   

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

5. B   
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Pilot questions 5.3   

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

5. B   

 

Pilot questions 5.4   

1. B   

2. B   

3. B   

4. B   

5. B   
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Figure 5.1: Scenario to script 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing how a scenario develops into a full 

dramatic script.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “scenario to script diagram OER” 

 

Figure 5.2: Elements in practice 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing how plot, character, and dialogue 

work together in playwriting.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “playwriting elements diagram OER” 

 

Figure 5.3: Scripting language 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing components of scripting language 

including dialogue and action.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “scripting language drama diagram OER” 
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Figure 5.4: Script formatting 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing the layout of a properly formatted 

play script.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “play script format diagram OER” 

 

Figure 5.5: Playwriting applications 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing features of online playwriting 

applications such as editing, formatting, and collaboration.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “playwriting software features diagram OER” 

 

Figure 5.6: Technology in script development 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing how technology supports script 

writing and revision.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “script development technology diagram OER” 

 

Figure 5.7: Play production process 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing stages of play production including 

rehearsal and performance.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “play production process diagram OER” 

 

Figure 5.8: Script critique 

AI-generated illustration using prompt: “Create a diagram showing steps in critiquing a play script.” 

Tool: AI image generation platform 

Search reference: “script critique process diagram OER” 
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Table 5.1: Features of short play skits 

AI-assisted content based on playwriting practice 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing features of short play skits.” 

Search reference: “skit features table OER” 

 

Table 5.2: Dialogue vs stage directions 

AI-assisted content based on scriptwriting conventions 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table comparing dialogue and stage directions in drama.” 

Search reference: “dialogue vs stage directions table OER” 

 

Table 5.3: Benefits of digital tools 

AI-assisted content based on digital writing practices 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing benefits of digital tools in playwriting.” 

Search reference: “digital tools playwriting benefits table OER” 

 

Table 5.4: Ethical considerations in playwriting 

AI-assisted content based on writing ethics 

Suggested prompt: “Create a table listing ethical considerations in playwriting.” 

Search reference: “ethics playwriting table OER” 

 

 

 


