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Introduction

Language is the foundation of communication, and Arabic, with its rich grammatical system,
offers learners a unique way of expressing meaning through sentence structure. Understanding
how sentences are formed and how word order operates is essential for mastering both'classical
and modern Arabic. This Series sets the stage for your journey into Arabic grammar by focusing

on the building blocks of sentences and the principles that govern their arrangement.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to identify, explain, and analyse different
types of Arabic sentences, as well as to evaluate how word order contributes to meaning and
emphasis. By the end of this Series, you will be able to apply-these concepts in practical

contexts, strengthening your overall grasp of Arabic grammar.

We shall commence this Series by examining the two main types of Arabic sentences, namely
nominal and verbal, and comparing their featutres. Next, we will explore word order in Arabic,
considering subject—predicate and verb—subject—object arrangements, along with the factors that
influence these patterns. Following that, we will study the functional roles of sentence elements
such as subject, predicate, and object, and how variations in construction affect meaning. Finally,
we will wrap up by applying these concepts through examples drawn from both classical and

modern Arabic, supported by exercises that allow you to practise sentence construction.

Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 2.1 define the two main types of Arabic sentences, namely nominal (Jumlah Ismiyyah) and
verbal (Jumlah Fi‘liyyah).
e SLO 2.2 explain the comparative features of nominal and verbal sentences in terms of structure

and usage.
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e SLO 2.3 analyse the patterns of word order in Arabic sentences, including subject—predicate and
verb—subject—object arrangements.

¢ SLO 2.4 evaluate the grammatical and stylistic factors that influence word order in Arabic.

e SLO 2.5 identify the functional roles of sentence elements such as subject (Fa ‘i), predicate
(Khabar), and object (Maf“il).

e SLO 2.6 demonstrate variations in sentence construction by applying different functional roles.

e SLO 2.7 apply knowledge of sentence types and word order to examples drawn.from classical
Arabic texts.

e SLO 2.8 construct sentences in modern standard Arabic that correctly reflect nominal and verbal

structures.

1.1 Types of Arabic Sentences

Arabic grammar is built upon two fundamental sentence structures. These are the nominal
sentence (Jumlah Ismiyyah) and the verbal sentence (Jumlah Fi liyyah). Each type has its own
rules, functions, and stylistic features. By studying them, you will gain insight into how meaning

is conveyed in Arabic and how sentence construction differs from English or other languages.

1.1.1 Nominal senténces (Jumlah Ismiyyah)

A nominal sentence is a sentence that begins with a noun or pronoun. In Arabic, this type of
sentence typically consists of two main elements: the subject (Mubtada’) and the predicate

(Khabar). The subject introduces the topic, while the predicate provides information about it.

For example:

o e QUSY (al-kitabu mufidun, “The book is useful”).
Here, <\l (al-kitabu) is the subject, and %8s (mufidun) is the predicate.

Nominal sentences are often used to express states, qualities, or descriptions rather than actions.

They are particularly common in classical texts and formal registers of Arabic.
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Fill in the blank: A nominal sentence begins with a or a

(Khabar) Jf".‘“ (Mubtada') iw" ‘
(Predicate) = Aol Aot (0655 (Subject)
3 R @
Agims H[I5]
‘\\‘-) M‘ My‘ 4-»”
(Adjective/Description) (Noun)

“””@w

Figure 1.1 Structure of a nominal sentence
1.1.2 Verbal sentences (Jumlah Fi ‘liyyah)

A verbal sentence is a senténce that begins with a verb. In Arabic, the typical order is verb—

subject—object. The verb introduces the action, the subject performs it, and the object receives it.
For example:

o ) bl IS (kgtaba al-talibu al-darsa, “The student wrote the lesson”).
Here, <8 (kataba) is the verb, «\all (al-talibu) is the subject, and g (al-darsa) is the object.

Verbal sentences are used to describe actions, events, or processes. They are more common in

everyday speech and narrative contexts.

Fill in the blank: A verbal sentence begins with a

-
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(VSO Order) & Jgais — Jolb — Jad o355 :aihaill dladdl

((3.0BJECT (4 Jgids - Mafiiil) | [ 2.SUBJECT (Jeb-Fail) | (  1.VERB(Jaé-Fil)
LB
o )y <:: p‘.! ‘ <: u’is
(Ad-darsa) (At-talibu) (Kataba)
the lesson the student Wrote (he)
Y Accusative Case Marker (wg+2%) e S Nominative Case Marker (’&_9,9}3) P \Action / State (Past Tense, 3rd P. Masc. Sg.))
FULL SENTENCE EXAMPLE (a8 dl:3)
~ 0 @ s @ - =
gl Sl CaS
Kataba at-talibu ad-darsa.

The student wrote the lesson.

Figure 1.2 Structure of a verbal sentence

1.1.3 Comparative features of nominal and verbal sentences

Nominal and verbal sentences differ in their starting points, functions, and stylistic uses. While
nominal sentences emphasise description and states, verbal sentences emphasise actions and

processes. Both are essential for expressing meaning in Arabic.
For instance, the choice between a nominal and a verbal sentence can affect emphasis.

o 8 QMY (al-talibu yaktubu, “The student is writing”) highlights the subject.
o | Wi (yaktubu al-talibu, “The student writes”) highlights the action.

Fill in the blank: Nominal sentences emphasise , while verbal sentences emphasise
Feature Nominal Sentence (4w dlaal) / Verbal Sentence (4:xi!) 4laall / Jumlah
Jumlah Ismiyyah) Fi‘liyyah)
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Starting Noun or pronoun (e sf aul) Verb (J28)
element
Common States, qualities, descriptions Actions, events, processes
usage
Typical Subject (1xill) + Predicate (L) Verb (J22) + Subject (=) + Object
structure (42 Js2ia)
Emphasis Subject (11l Action (Jadll)
Arabic 48la glawdl— “The sky is clear” Gl qlldal) € “The student wrote the
example 1 lesson”
Arabic S &l “The house is big” daall ) dasa Gad— “Myhammad went
example 2 to school”
Usage context | Expresses qualities, timeless truths, or Narration, storytelling, describing
static states sequences of events

Table 1.1 Comparative features of nominal and verbal sentences

Pilot questions 1.1

1. Which element does a nominal sentence begin with?
What are the two main components of a nominal sentence?
In a verbal sentence, what is the typical order of elements?

Which type of sentence is more common in everyday speech?

A

What is’'emphasised in.a nominal sentence compared to a verbal sentence?

1.2 Word Order in Arabic Sentences

Arabic word order is central to how meaning and emphasis are conveyed. Unlike English, which
generally follows a subject—verb—object pattern, Arabic allows flexibility depending on whether
the sentence is nominal or verbal. By studying word order, you will learn how meaning can shift
depending on the arrangement of elements, and how grammar rules interact with style and

emphasis.
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1.2.1 Subject—predicate order

In nominal sentences, the typical order is subject followed by predicate. The subject
(Mubtada’) introduces the topic, while the predicate (Khabar) provides information about it!

This order is the default in Arabic grammar, and it ensures clarity in descriptive statements.

For example:

o xS <) (al-baytu kabirun, “The house is big”).
Here, <l (al-baytu) is the subject, and s=S (kabirun) is the predicate.

Fill in the blank: In a nominal sentence, the comes first, followed by the

daan) dlaall (s

diiall ) Al

L 4

N~ -

i) 483

Caption: Figure 1.3 Subject—predicate order in a nominal sentence

I.2.2¢{Verb—subject—object order

In verbal sentences, the typical order is verb—subject—object. The verb introduces the action,
the subject performs it, and the object receives it. This order is considered the most natural in

Arabic narrative and conversational contexts.

-
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For example:

QLS QWY § B (garaa al-talibu al-kitaba, “The student read the book™).
Here, 12 (gara’a) is the verb, «lall (al-talibu) is the subject, and <GS (al-kitaba) is the object:

Fill in the blank: In a verbal sentence, the order is —

Arabic Verb—-Subject—Object (VSO) Word Order

Object = ) .
(4 Js2ds - Mafl bihi) Subject (J<ls - Faiil) Verb (Jas - Fi)
> o 2 ~ 0O ; -
L P R T P
al-Kitaba al-Waladu Qara’a
The book The boy (He) read
< Sentence Flow (Right to Left)

Qara'‘a al-waladu al-kitaba ;ljgjl Sjé_‘h ?i:)z

The boy read the book. *

Figure 1.4 Verb=subject—object order in a verbal sentence

1.2.3 Eactors affecting word order

Arabic word order can be influenced by several factors, including emphasis, style, and

grammatical rules. For instance, placing the subject before the verb in a verbal sentence can

emphasise the subject, while beginning with the verb highlights the action. Similarly, stylistic

choices in poetry or rhetoric may alter the expected order for effect.

For example:

-
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o QUS i B Qi (al-talibu gara’a al-kitaba, “The student read the book”).

This variation places emphasis on the student rather than the action.

Fill in the blank: Changing word order in Arabic can shift from the action to the subject.

Box 1.1 Factors Influencing Word Order in Arabic

» Emphasis & Pragmatics (&3l uSgdl): Shifting constituents to the beginning gives
them prominence. The standard Verb-Subject-Object (VSO) order is neutral, while
Subject-Verb-Object (SVO) emphasizes the subject.

Neutral (VSO): QES CJia 53 (Qara a al-talibu al- kltaba) ‘The student read the book.’
Subject Emphasis (SVO): e_ahSJi ¢ g.JlLJI (Al-talibu gara'a al-kitaba) - ‘The student, he read the
book.’

o Grammar Rules & Agreement (4&lkallg gJ1): Verb agreement changes depending on
position. In VSO, the verb is often singular even with a plural subject. In SVO, full number
and gender agreement is required.

VSO (Partial Agreement) 39391 3 (Dhahaba al-awladu) - ‘The boys went.” (Verb is singular)
SVO (Full Agreement): |gi» 33)’3)” (Al-awladu dhahabi) - ‘The boys went.” (Verb is plural)

* Role of Case Endings (<31 333): Explicit case markings (vowel endings) clarify the
grammatical role of nouns (subject, object), allowing for flexible word order without
ambiguity, often used for poetic or rhetorical effect.

Fronted Object (OVS) Pla.dl <38 ) (Ar-risalata kataba al-mu‘allimu) - ‘The letter, the teacher
wrote.” (Accusative ‘@’ on letter shows it’s the object).

Box 1.1 Factors influencing word order in Arabic

Pilot questions 142

1. What is the typical order of elements in a nominal sentence?
In.a verbal sentence, which element comes first?
What is the usual sequence of verb, subject, and object in Arabic?

How can word order be altered to emphasise the subject?

Yy 48 N

Name one factor that influences word order in Arabic sentences.

o

Do)
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1.3 Functional Roles in Sentence Structure

Every sentence in Arabic is made up of elements that perform specific functional roles. These
roles determine how meaning is conveyed and how words relate to one another. By studying
them, you will be able to identify the subject, predicate, object, and other complementary

elements, and understand how they interact to form coherent sentences.

1.3.1 Subject (Fa il) and predicate (Khabar)

The subject (Fa ) is the doer of the action in a verbal sentence;or the topic in a nominal
sentence. The predicate (Khabar) is the part of the sentence that provides information about the

subject. Together, they form the backbone of Arabic sentence structure.

For example:

o gl @l (al-talibu ndjihun, “The student is successful”).
Here, <Ml (al-talibu) is the subject, and g\ (ndjihun) is the predicate.

Fill in the blank: The provides information about the subject in a nominal sentence.
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é; - S I
o Aol

(Subject/Mubtada’) (Predicate /Khabar)
Topic, Subject. Always in Predicate, Information about

nominative case 8y0). subject. Completes meaning.
(&93 ) Always in nominative case (&99).0)

5= Sl ol e
(The boY) 5 33‘ = |——>(Pr.4i¢o§'i07\__> /, (is a student) g_,sl W
@ =
(The sun) M\ < ' sliw) | (is bright) 49 ~us
(Knowledge) "Q:\.aj\ < \=l (is |igh+) 3_93

Ao ST Ao ddoxl!
(Comp|e+e Nonimal Sen‘l‘ence) '
° 8o~ o ] - —
595 @lal) 45 2o il S I A5l
{(Knowledge is \iglrﬂ') (The sun is brigh+) (The boy is a student)

Figure 1.5 Subject and predicate in a nominal sentence

1.3.2 Object (Maf“iil) and complementary elements

The object (Maf"il) is the receiver of the action in a verbal sentence. It completes the meaning of
the verb and clarifies what the subject is acting upon. Complementary elements include adverbs,

prepositional phrases, and other modifiers that add detail to the sentence.

For example:

o A A Lyl Qilal) S (kataba al-taltbu al-darsa fi al-maktabati, “The student wrote the lesson

in the library™).
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Here, wuud (al-darsa) is the object, while &8sl A (fi al-maktabati) is a complementary phrase

indicating location.

Fill in the blank: The is the receiver of the action in a verbal sentence.

Aot &b § oy Joids Job ¢ Jad i)l ditaall Alasdl &I638%

(Components of the Arabic Verbal Sentence: Verb, Subject, Object, & Complementary Phrase)

J@.Q.H 3 3 IR 38 H

| ®to s o
Jsls @ J dad 4
(Verb) (Subject) (Object) (Complementary Phrase)
P < s @ St -
(Wrote) (The Student) (The Letter) (In the Classroom)
TP - G- °~~"~“— S ,.,,:
oRIs Ll Je U5 J-UJL» (ES Yz ale 3o (355 31 595335 Sler)
(Indicates the action and tense) (Who performed the actlon) (Upon which the actron feII) (Completes the meaning -
L ) L ) L J __ prepositional phrase or adverbial)
T T T A
] 1 s A 1 |
1 Commm Qs /9830 e e u 1
[} (Nominative / Accusative) A a9 -:

(Relates to it)

Figure 1.6 Object and complementary elements in a verbal sentence

1.3.3 Variations In sentence.construction

Arabic allows flexibility in sentence construction. For example, the subject may precede the verb
for emphasis, or the predicate may be placed before the subject in a nominal sentence for stylistic
effect. These variations are guided by grammar rules and often used in poetry, rhetoric, or to

highlight specific elements of meaning.

For instance:

o Wl mali (ngjihun al-talibu, “Successful is the student™).

This variation places emphasis on the predicate rather than the subject.
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Fill in the blank: Changing the order of subject and predicate in a nominal sentence can shift

Here’s the summary of variations in Arabic sentence construction presented neatly in a table format

with examples in Arabic script:

Sentence Type Description Example Translation
(Arabic)
Nominal Sentence Begins with a noun or pronoun. Jees LNGST The book is
(dan) dlaall) beautiful.
Verbal Sentence Begins with a verb, followed by G5 G (K The student wrote
(Aadxdll Alaal)) subject and object. the lesson.

Equational Sentence No verb “to be” in present tense; Jiadll sl The teacher [is] in

(J=d 05 e dlaall) subject and predicate are linked the classroom.
directly.

Inverted Sentence Word order can be shifted for Sl Jaas Beautiful is the

(el s mai) emphasis. book.

Complex Sentence Combines clauses with connectors 453l JJ) &35 T went to school and

(A all dleal) like 3 (and); &SI (but), & (that). caish &g read the book.

Conditional Sentence  Uses particles like 13 (if/when), 5 &5 &3 1)) If you study, you

(b3l Alaall) (if). succeed.

Box 1.2 Variations in sentence construction

Pilot questions 1.3

1. What role does the predicate play in a nominal sentence?
In a verbal sentence, who is the doer of the action?
What is the function of the object in a verbal sentence?

Name one type of complementary element that can add detail to a sentence.
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5. How can changing the order of subject and predicate affect emphasis?

1.4 Practical Applications of Sentence Types

The study of Arabic sentence types becomes most meaningful when applied to real texts and
everyday usage. By examining examples from classical Arabic and modern standard Arabic, you
will see how nominal and verbal sentences function in practice. This Part also provides exercises
that allow you to construct sentences, reinforcing your understanding of the rules and variations

you have studied.

1.4.1 Examples from classical Arabic texts

Classical Arabic, particularly the Qur’an and early literary works, makes extensive use of both
nominal sentences and verbal sentences. Nominal sentences often convey timeless truths or

descriptions, while verbal sentences narrate actions and events.

For example:

o b 2l (al-hamdulilldh, “All praise belongs to Allah™). This is a nominal sentence emphasising a
state of praise.

o &y J& (gala rabbukay, Y our Lord said”). This is a verbal sentence introducing an action.

Fill in the blank: Classical Arabic often uses sentences to express timeless truths.
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Plate 1.1 Examples of nominal and verbal sentences in classical Arabic

1.4.2 Examples from modern standard Arabic

In modern standard Arabic, verbal sentences are more common in everyday communication,
especially in news reports, narratives, and conversations. Nominal sentences, however, remain

important for descriptions, definitions, and formal statements.

For example:

o AW ) 5SS (yaktubu al-muharriru al-magalata, “The editor is writing the article”). This is a

verbal sentence typical of journalistic style.

o BuxS du ) (al-madrasatu kabiratun, “The school is large™). This is a nominal sentence used in

descriptive contexts.

Fill in'the blank: Modern standard Arabic often uses sentences in news and narratives.
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Arabic Sentence Structure: Nominal vs. Verbal
(Modern Standard Arabic Contexts)

Nominal Sentence (dxow! dloz) Verbal Sentence (dusd dlo>)

~

\ O [The weather (yuiikall)] ~[is beautiful today (psdl Jsa=)].
P94l Jsoz Guihll

gé [Describes (way) ~[The report (y1)&dl)] -
.=I=] [the phenomenon (5yaWJI)].
Syl 8l sy

Attribute, quality. Process, narration.

Structure (d) éﬁ E Structure (du) =
(] T - : : | b (performs action)  [Subject (on) _ [Object (Jgsao)
[Noun (lxixe)] —(describes state)-> [Predicate ()] - [Vef T E JOCt oy, IVbjeCt
| (i) ! = | (U<8) @ (optional)
\ 4 i
News Context ()b Glw) : News Context ()bl Glw)
\,| rINEWS| [The economy (sLaid3l)] -[is stable (y&ius)]. i [Concluded (piis1)] ~[The conference (paigall)] -
[ 2= : [ [its works (dlaci))]. .
— siano oLaid ¥l : Alacl poigall piis|
State of being, facts. : Event, action.
Descriptive Context (209 §lw) | Descriptive Context (209 §uw)

Figure 1.7 Nominal and verbal sentences in modern standard Arabic

1.4.3 Exercises for sentence ¢onstruction

To consolidate your learning, it is important to practise constructing sentences. Begin by forming
simple nominal sentences with a subject and predicate, then move on to verbal sentences with
verb, subject, and object. Finally, experiment with variations in word order to emphasise

different elements.

For example:

e Nominal: &saa il (al-bintu jamilatun, “The girl is beautiful”).

e Verbal: ashad) sl (i (darasa al-talibu al- ‘ulitma, “The student studied the sciences”).

e  Variation: Ul W )3 aslel (al- ‘uliima darasaha al-talibu, “The sciences were studied by the
student”).

Fill in the blank: A good way to practise sentence construction is to start with sentences

before moving to verbal ones.
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Activity Instruction Examples Translation

(Arabic)
Nominal Write five nominal sentences . ?3,91257 e G * The book is on the table.
Sentences describing objects around you. CRKIFES em‘ . * The pen is new.

w8 C&all o zluaddl o The deskisbig.
fpan o b :‘-%353‘ * The lamp is bright.

48 adi * The bag is:in the room.
Verbal Write five verbal sentences o Gl &g * [ read the book.
Sentences describing actions you o Lujd &g, * [ wrote alesson.
performed today. dy-»-“ o Eund * [ went to the market.
. J@-Lﬂ cila . * [ prayed zuhr.
aladali i * I ate the food.

Word Order | Rewrite two sentences by o — G & A« The boy wrote the lesson
Variations changing the word order to Cu oA 31 CES — The lesson was written
emphasise different elements. Gl &Sl (had by the boy.

BIVEN » Beautiful is the book —
The book is beautiful.

Box 1.3 Suggested practice activities for sentence construction

Pilot questions 1.4

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Which type of sentence is often used in classical Arabic to express timeless truths?
In modern standard Arabic, which type of sentence is common in news reports?
What are the two main components of a nominal sentence?

What is the typical order of elements in a verbal sentence?

How can changing word order in a sentence affect emphasis?
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Series Summary

This Series has guided you through the foundations of Arabic sentence structure, focusing on
how meaning is conveyed through different types of sentences and the role of word order. Its
purpose was to help you recognise the distinction between nominal and verbal sentences,
understand how subjects, predicates, and objects function, and appreciate how variations in
construction can shift emphasis. By linking theory with practical examples from-both classical

and modern Arabic, the Series has shown how grammar rules operate in real contexts.

We began by exploring the two main sentence types, then examined patterns of word order and
the factors that influence them. Following that, we studied the functional roles of subjects,
predicates, objects, and complementary elements, before concluding with practical applications
through examples and exercises. In line with the Series Learning Outcomes, you should now be
able to define and explain sentence types, analyse and evaluate word order, identify functional

roles, and apply these skills in constructing sentences across different contexts.

Glossary of Terms

Action (verb) — The part of a sentence that shows what is being done. In Arabic, it usually

begins a verbal sentence.

Complementary elements — Extra words or phrases that add detail to a sentence, such as

adverbs or prepositional phrases.

Fa‘il (subject in a verbal sentence) — The doer of the action in a verbal sentence.

Jumlah Fi‘liyyah (verbal sentence) — A sentence that begins with a verb, usually following the

order verb—subject—object.

Jumlah Ismiyyah (nominal sentence) — A sentence that begins with a noun or pronoun,

typically made up of a subject and a predicate.

Khabar (predicate) — The part of a nominal sentence that provides information about the

subject.
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Maf*al (object) — The receiver of the action in a verbal sentence.

Mubtada’ (subject in a nominal sentence) — The topic or starting point of a nominal sentence,

about which information is given.

Predicate — The part of a sentence that tells something about the subject. In Arabic, this is called

Khabar.

Subject — The person or thing that performs the action in a verbal sentence;or the topic in a

nominal sentence.

Word order — The arrangement of elements in a sentence, such as subject—predicate in nominal

sentences or verb—subject—object in verbal sentences.
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Concept Check Questions [Series 1]

Objective Questions

1. Identify the two main types of Arabic sentences. (Linked to SLO 2.1)
2. Choose the correct order of elements in a verbal sentence:
Subject—predicate
b. Verb—subject—object
c. Predicate—subject
(Linked to SLO 2.3)
3. Which element in a nominal sentence provides information about the subject? (Linked to SLO
2.5)
4. True or False: Nominal sentences are more common.in everyday speech than verbal sentences.

(Linked to SLO 2.2)

Short-Answer Questions

5. Define the term Mubtada’-and explain its role in a nominal sentence. (Linked to SLO 2.5)

6. Give one example of'a nominal sentence in Arabic and translate it into English. (Linked to SLO
2.8)

7. Explain how changing word order in a verbal sentence can shift emphasis. (Linked to SLO 2.4)

8. Provide one example of a complementary element in a verbal sentence. (Linked to SLO 2.6)

Long-Answer Questions

9. Compare nominal and verbal sentences in terms of structure, usage, and emphasis. (Linked to
SLO 2.2)

10. Analyse the functional roles of subject, predicate, and object in Arabic sentence construction, and
illustrate with examples. (Linked to SLO 2.5, SLO 2.6)

11. Evaluate how sentence types and word order are applied in classical Arabic texts versus modern

standard Arabic. (Linked to SLO 2.7, SLO 2.8)
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Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1]

Objective Questions

1. Nominal sentences (Jumlah Ismiyyah) and verbal sentences (Jumlah Fi‘liyyah).
b. Verb—subject—object.
The predicate (Khabar).

v

False. Verbal sentences are more common in everyday speech.

Short-Answer Questions

5. Mubtada’ is the subject in a nominal sentence. It introduces the topic.about which information
is given.

6. Example: e QUSY (al-kitabu mufidun, “The book is useful”).

7. Changing word order can highlight either the subject or'the action. For example, Uil cullalf j j
(qara’a al-talibu al-kitaba) emphasises.the action, while U & QW (a/-talibu gara’a al-
kitaba) emphasises the subject.

8. Example: 4l A (fi al-maktabati, “in the library”) as a phrase showing location.

Long-Answer Questions
9. Compare nominal and verbal sentences

e Basic response: Nominal sentences begin with a noun or pronoun and emphasise states or
descriptions. Verbal sentences begin with a verb and emphasise actions or processes.

o Value-added response: Beyond structure, nominal sentences are often used in formal or classical
contexts to express timeless truths, while verbal sentences dominate everyday speech and
narratives. Writers may deliberately choose one type over the other to achieve stylistic or

rhetorical effects.

10. Analyse functional roles
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Basic response: The subject (Mubtada’ or Fa ‘il) introduces the topic or performs the action. The
predicate (Khabar) provides information about the subject. The object (Maf“il) receives the
action.

Value-added response: In addition to these roles, complementary elements such as adverbs and
prepositional phrases enrich meaning by specifying time, place, or manner. For example, &S
dal) A () QU (kataba al-talibu al-darsa ff al-maktabati) shows how the object and location

phrase combine to give a fuller picture of the action.

11. Evaluate applications in classical vs modern Arabic

Basic response: Classical Arabic often uses nominal sentences to express universal truths, while
modern Arabic favours verbal sentences in news and narratives.

Value-added response: Classical texts, such as the Qur’an, employ nominal sentences for
emphasis and permanence, while verbal sentences narrate divine actions. Modern Arabic,
especially in journalism, uses verbal sentences to report events concisely, but nominal sentences
remain important in formal writing and definitions. This demonstrates how sentence choice

reflects cultural and communicative priorities across time.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1]

Part 1.1

A noun or a pronoun.

Subject and predicate.
Verb—subject—object.

Verbal sentences.

Nominal sentences emphasise the subject, while verbal sentences emphasise the action.

Part 1.2

Subject—predicate.

Verb.

Verb—subject—object.

By placing the subject before the verb.
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e Emphasis, style, and grammar rules.

Part 1.3

e The predicate provides information about the subject.
e The subject (Fa ).

o The object receives the action.

e Prepositional phrases or adverbs.

e Emphasis.

Part 1.4

e Nominal sentences.

e Verbal sentences.

e Subject and predicate.
e Verb—subject—object.
e Emphasis.
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References and Attributions [Series 1]
General References

e Ryding, K. C. (2005). 4 Reference Grammar of Modern Standard Arabic. Cambridge University
Press.
e Holes, C. (2004). Modern Arabic: Structures, Functions, and Varieties. Georgetown University
Press.
e Wright, W. (1996). 4 Grammar of the Arabic Language. Cambridge University Press.
e Suggested Open Educational Resources (OER):
o “Arabic Grammar Resources” — Open Access materials available via OpenArabic.org.
o “Nominal and Verbal Sentences in Arabic” — OER teaching notes, University of

Michigan Language Resource Centre.

Illustrations

Figure 1.1 Structure of a nominal sentence

e Attribution: Al-generated diagram using prompt “Create a simple diagram showing the subject
(Mubtada’) and predicate (Khabar) in an Arabic nominal sentence, with Arabic script labels.”

¢ Platform: Microsoeft Copilot graphic generation tool.
Figure 1.2 Structure of a verbal sentence

o Attribution: Al-generated diagram using prompt “Create a diagram showing verb—subject—object
order in an Arabic verbal sentence, with Arabic script examples.”

o Platform: Microsoft Copilot graphic generation tool.

Table 1.1 Comparative features of nominal and verbal sentences

e Attribution: Compiled by author based on Series content.
e Suggested OER source for comparison: “Nominal vs verbal sentences Arabic grammar OER”

(OpenArabic.org).
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Figure 1.3 Subject—predicate order in a nominal sentence

e Attribution: Al-generated diagram using prompt “Create a diagram showing subject—predicate
order in an Arabic nominal sentence with Arabic script labels.”

e Platform: Microsoft Copilot graphic generation tool.

Figure 1.4 Verb—subject—object order in a verbal sentence

e Attribution: Al-generated diagram using prompt “Create a diagram showing verb—subject—object
order in an Arabic verbal sentence with Arabic script examples.”

e Platform: Microsoft Copilot graphic generation tool.

Box 1.1 Factors influencing word order in Arabic

o Attribution: Compiled by author based on Series content.

e Suggested OER source: “Factors influencing Arabic word order OER” (OpenArabic.org).

Figure 1.5 Subject and predicate in a nominal sentence

e Attribution: Al-generated diagram using prompt “Create a diagram showing subject (Mubtada’)
and predicate (Khabar) roles in an Arabic nominal sentence with Arabic script examples.”

e Platform: Microsoft Copilot graphic generation tool.

Figure 1.6 Object and complementary elements in a verbal sentence

e Attribution: Al-generated diagram using prompt “Create a diagram showing verb, subject, object,
and complementary phrase in an Arabic verbal sentence with Arabic script examples.”

e [ Platform: Microsoft Copilot graphic generation tool.

Box 1.2 Variations in sentence construction

e  Attribution: Compiled by author based on Series content.

e Suggested OER source: “Arabic sentence construction variations OER” (OpenArabic.org).

Plate 1.1 Examples of nominal and verbal sentences in classical Arabic
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e Attribution: Al-generated image using prompt “Generate an image of a classical Arabic
manuscript page with highlighted nominal and verbal sentences.”

e Platform: Microsoft Copilot graphic generation tool.

e Suggested OER source: “Classical Arabic text examples nominal verbal sentences OER”

(University of Michigan Language Resource Centre).
Figure 1.7 Nominal and verbal sentences in modern standard Arabic

e Attribution: Al-generated diagram using prompt “Create a diagram showing examples of nominal
and verbal sentences in modern standard Arabic contexts such as news and descriptions.”

e Platform: Microsoft Copilot graphic generation tool.
Box 1.3 Suggested practice activities for sentence construction

e Attribution: Compiled by author based on Series content.

e Suggested OER source: “Arabic grammar practice activities.nominal verbal sentences OER”
(OpenArabic.org).
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Series 2: Elements Influencing Word Order

in Arabic

2.1 Grammatical Factors in Word Order

o 2.1.1 Agreement of subject and verb
e 2.1.2 Case endings and their impact

e 2.1.3 Role of particles (inna, kana, etc.)
2.2 Stylistic and Rhetorical Influences

e 2.2.1 Emphasis through reordering
e 2.2.2 Word order in poetry and rhetoric

e 2.2.3 Variations in Qur’anic style
2.3 Semantic and Communicative Considerations

e 2.3.1 Shifting focus between subject and action
e 2.3.2 Pragmatic choices in conversation

e 2.3.3 Word order in'modern media and journalism
2.4 Comparative Perspectives

e 2.4.1 Word order in Arabic vs English
o 2.4.2 Cross-dialectal variations (MSA vs colloquial)

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored the basic types of Arabic sentences and how word order shapes meaning.
That foundation is essential, but word order in Arabic is not determined by sentence type alone. It is

influenced by a range of grammatical, stylistic, and communicative factors that can shift emphasis, alter
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case endings, or highlight particular elements of meaning. Understanding these influences will help you

appreciate the flexibility and richness of Arabic expression, both in classical texts and in modern usage.

The aim of this Series is to examine the key factors that affect word order in Arabic and to equip you with
the ability to recognise, analyse, and apply them in your own sentence construction. By the end of this
Series, you should be able to explain how grammar, style, meaning, and comparison with other languages

shape the way Arabic sentences are formed.

We shall commence this Series by studying grammatical factors such as subject—verb agreement, case
endings, and the role of particles. Next, we will move on to stylistic and rhetorical influences;including
emphasis, poetry, and Qur’anic variation. Following that, we will consider semantic and communicative
aspects, such as shifting focus and pragmatic choices in conversation. Finally, we will conclude with
comparative perspectives, looking at how Arabic word order contrasts with English and how it varies

across dialects.

Series Learning Outcomes

Series 2: Factors Influencing Word Order in Arabic
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 2.1 define how subject—verb agreement operates in Arabic and explain its impact on word
order.

e SLO 2.2 identify case endings and demonstrate how they determine the grammatical role of
words in a sentence:

e | SLO 2.3 analyse the role of particles such as inna and kana in altering sentence structure.

e  SLO 2.4 explain how stylistic devices, including emphasis and rhetorical variation, influence
word order.

e | SLO 2.5 evaluate the use of word order in poetry and Qur’anic style to highlight meaning.

o SLO 2.6 apply semantic and communicative principles to shift focus between subject and action
in conversation.

e SLO 2.7 demonstrate how word order is adapted in modern media and journalism for clarity and

emphasis.
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e SLO 2.8 compare Arabic word order with English and assess variations across Modern Standard

Arabic and colloquial dialects.

2.1 Grammatical Factors In Word Order

Arabic word order is shaped by several grammatical factors that determine how subjects, verbs,
and other elements interact within a sentence. These rules ensure clarity and precision, and they
help speakers and writers convey meaning accurately. In this Part, we will explore three major

grammatical influences: subject—verb agreement, case endings, and the role of particles.

2.1.1 Agreement of subject and verb

In Arabic, the subject is the doer of the action; while the verb expresses the action itself. The
verb must agree with the subject in gender (masculine or feminine) and number (singular, dual,
or plural). This agreement is crucial because it signals who is performing the action and ensures

the sentence is grammatically correct.
Example:

o il Wl WS (kataba al-talibu al-darsa, “The student wrote the lesson”).

o o AN el (katabat ai-talibatu al-darsa, “The female student wrote the lesson™).

Fill in the blank: The verb must agree with the in gender and number.
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ARABIC SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT

(dules dlo> - Verbal Sentence)
A

v
( Verb BEFORE Subject (paiia Jo3)

v

Rule: Verb is always SINGULAR (340), regardless
of subject number, but matches GENDER (ui>).

Masculine Subject (yS30) Feminine Subject (¢ig0)

v
Verb AFTER Subject (3580 J28) }

Verb Position &
Agreement Rule l

Rule: Verb matches Subject in BOTH
GENDER (uu-> ) and NUMBER (3as).

Masculine Subject ()S3.) Feminine Subject (<\igo)

( Example 1 (Smgular Subject)

Example 1 (SInguIar Subject):

o pJUoJl S mdlb.ll (VLS
(Kataba at-talibu) (Katabat at-falibatu)
The student wrote. The student wrote.

[Verb is Sing. Masc.]

Example 2 (PIuraI Subject):

0;050 \_J)Lb” ;MS
Tﬂl‘ﬂ et

[Verb remains Sing. Masc.]

/

[Verb is Sing. Fem.]

2 s

(Katabat at- 1a||batu)
The students wrote.
[Verb remains Sing. Fem.]

Example 2 (Plural Subject)

_ao_z

m

( Example 1 (Smgular Subject): Example 1 (Smgular Subject): }
® o g,JLhJI Eas :uJUnJI ®
(At-talibu kataba) (At-falibatu katabat)
The student wrote. The student wrote.
[Verb is Sing. Masc.] [Verb is Sing. Fem. with 'S

TmT

Example 2 (PIuraI Subjecl)

.’ >

(Ag gullahu katabii)
The students wrote.
[Verb is Plural Masc. with |9]

Example 2 (Plural Subject)

ceze A

HEBOWEN  e2ete
(At-talibatu katabna)
The students wrote.
[Verb is Plural Fem. with ‘5] J

Nete: Verb takes ‘o' (ta' al-ta'nith) for femlmne

Figure 2.1 Subject—verb agreement in Arabic sentences

2.1.2 Case endings and their impact

Case endings are short vowel marks added to the end of words in Arabic to indicate their

grammatical role. The nominative case (-u) marks the subject, the accusative case (-a) marks
the object, and the genitive case (-i) marks words following prepositions. These endings allow
flexibility in word order because they show clearly which word is the subject and which is the

object, even if the order changes.

Example:

o QUSNQWRN i B (gara’a al-talibu al-kitaba, “The student read the book™).
Here, &Il (al talibu) has the nominative ending ( u) as subject, while &GS (al kitaba) has the

accusative ending ( a) as object.

Fill in the blank: Case endings indicate whether a word is the , , or predicate.
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ARABIC CASE ENDINGS IN SENTENCES:

NOMINATIVE, ACCUSATIVE, GENITIVE
NOMINATIVE (£980J1)

ACCUSATIVE (wg.aioll) GENITIVE (39y2aJl)

IS
R | 12 G
| saw the student.

b S

55 el

The student writes.

B Sls

The student’s book.

=

&/

ikl S

CUlBI g 2
(Definite Noun)  (Fatha)
-> Object
(42 Jo=mido)

Ending sound: /a/

il
(Definite Noun)  (Damma) (Definite Noun)  (Kasra)
- Subject

(=)

Ending sound: /u/

-> Possessor/After Preposition

(ag] GBlao)

Ending sound: /i/

GRAMMATICAL FUNCTION & ENDING VOWEL
(@S,>dlg dulyedl Alsl)

Figure 2.2 Case endings and their impact on word order

2.1.3 Role of particles (inna, kanagetc.)

Particles are words that modify the structure of a sentence by changing the case of the subject or
predicate. For example, &) (inna, “indeed”) makes the subject accusative, while &\ (kana, “was”)
keeps the subject nominative but makes the predicate accusative. These particles are powerful

tools for emphasis and for expressing tense.
Example:

o giaw QU O (inna al-taliba mujtahidun, “Indeed, the student is hardworking™).
Here, inna makes the subject accusative (/).
o I3giaa QM (S (kana al-talibu mujtahidan, “The student was hardworking”).
Here, Ul (al talibu) has the nominative ending (u) as subject, while <SSl (al kitaba) has the

accusative ending ( a) as object.

Fill in the blank: The particle makes the subject accusative, while the particle

makes the predicate accusative.
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(laysa)

7z

ol

(anna)

I

(sara)

Function

Adds emphasis;
introduces nominal
sentence
Indicates past tense of

nto be 2

Negates nominal

sentence

Subordinating
particle (that...)

Indicates
transformation or

change

Effect on Word Order

Subject becomes
accusative, predicate
remains nominative
Predicate becomes
accusative, subject
remains nominative
Same as kana:
predicate accusative,
subject nominative
Subject becomes
accusative; used after
verbs like ya ‘lamu
Predicate becomes
accusative, subject

remains nominative

Example
(Arabic)
AR

5

-"‘J—’l"s-‘
0

Translation

Indeed, the student

is hardworking.

AR SIS The teacher was in

/woﬂ r’”

Jduts

ol &k
eall qullalf

aall jla
Sl

Box 2.1 Examples of particles affecting word order

Pilot Questions 2.1

1. What must the verb agree with in Arabic sentences?

Which case ending marks the subject in a verbal sentence?
How do case endings help determine word order?

What effect does the particle inna have on the subject?

the classroom.

The book is not

new.

I knew that the
student was
successful.
The weather

became cold.
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5. What effect does the particle kana have on the predicate?

2.2 Stylistic And Rhetorical Influences

Arabic word order is not only shaped by grammar but also by stylistic and rhetorical
influences. Stylistic influences refer to deliberate choices made by speakers or/‘writers to
highlight certain elements of meaning. Rhetorical influences involve the use of language for
persuasion, emphasis, or artistic effect. These factors allow Arabic to be flexible, expressive, and

powerful in both everyday communication and literary contexts.

2.2.1 Emphasis through reordering

One of the most common stylistic devices in Arabic is emphasis, which means giving special
importance to a word or idea. This is often achieved by reordering the sentence. For example,
placing the object before the verb can highlight the object, while beginning with a predicate can

stress a description.
Example:

Here, Wl (al talibu) has the nominative ending ( u) as subject, while <!l (al kitaba) has the

accusative ending ('a) as object.

Fill in the blank: Emphasis in Arabic can be achieved by changing the of words in a

sentence.
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EMPHASIS IN ARABIC SENTENCES: REORDERING SUBJECT, VERB, & OBJECT

NEUTRAL / STANDARD ORDER (VSO) - Verb Initial

Verb Subject Object
(Jadity [T (Jetiin (& Josiall)
Example: 414311 4l JS| (Akala al-waladu al-tuffahata) - "The boy ate the apple."
No strong emphasis on
any single element

SUBJECT EMPHASIS (SVO) - Subject Initial OBJECT EMPHASIS (OVS or OSV) - Object Initial

EMPHASIZED / EMPHASIZED M Verb Subject
(J=al) (Jelalr)

SUbjeCt Verb Object Object ovs Example: ny_!_?\:- »h.ln (Astffatataskala awalads)
(Jel@n) => =1 | (4 Jonhalt) (& Jondall)

\ Subject Verb

(J=tan) (Jaall)

Example: &5 Jsi aigit (Al-waladu akala al-tuffahata) 0SV Example: is! iigil &1 (At-tuffahata al-waladu akalaha)

— "*The boy ate the apple.“ (FOCUS on *who* did it) - "The apple, the boy ate it." (Often with a pronoun return)

(Focus on *what* was affected)

KEY PRINCIPLE: In Arabic, fronting an element (moving it to the beginning) is
a primary method for creating emphasis or focus on that specific component.

Figure 2.3 Emphasis through reordering in Arabic sentences

2.2.2 Word order in poetry and thetoric

Arabic poetry and rhetoric often use word order variation to create rhythm, beauty, and
persuasive effect. In poetry, word order may be adjusted to fit the metre or rhyme scheme. In

rhetoric, reordering can make speech more memorable or impactful.
Example:

e _Classical Arabic poetry frequently begins with descriptive predicates to set the scene before
introducing the subject.

e Rhetorical speeches may place key ideas at the beginning of a sentence to capture attention.

Fill in the blank: In poetry, word order may be adjusted to fit the or rthyme scheme.
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b }:}L.J\Jb ) \SSL“' }\< ))}:/&::S ::j%:f
s sl
- \_),i» >X,A\5A\°awq\” F3 3l
i -

Plate 2.1 Word order variation.in Arabic poetry

2.2.3 Variations in Qur/anic style

The Qur’an is a prime example of how word order can be used for rhetorical and spiritual
impact. Qur’anic style often employs inversion (placing the predicate before the subject) or
fronting (movingan element to the beginning) to emphasise divine truths. These variations are

not random but carefully chosen to highlight meaning and guide interpretation.
Example:

o i Al g 2ad AU (iyyaka na ‘budu wa-iyyaka nasta ‘in, “You alone we worship, and You alone
we ask for help”).
Here, &l (al talibu) has the nominative ending ( u) as subject, while &GS (al kitaba) has the

accusative ending ( a) as object.

Fill in the blank: Qur’anic style often uses to emphasise divine truths.
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Verse Word Order Example Explanation
Reference Variation (Arabic)
Qur’an 1:5 Predicate dUlg Laidy) | The object “You” (L) is moved forward
(Al-Fatihah) before subject Cordiad before the verb to emphasise exclusive
devotion and reliance on Allah.
Qur’an 12:23 | Subject before | 435 | The subject “the woman in whose house
(Yisuf) verb lgii 4 34 | he was” precedes the verbto highlight her
role and agency'in the narrative.
Qur’an 2:2 Nominal YU i | The demonstrative “That Book” is placed
(Al-Bagarah) sentence with gy first, stressing the Qur’an’s authority and
emphasis certainty before the predicate.
Qur’an 12:40 Predicate A Y AT ) The predicate “Judgement” (A$3J) is
(Yisuf) before subject fronted to emphasise that judgement
belongs solely to Allah.
Qur’an 3:26 (Al | Object moved | &4 sl pETH The object “sovereignty” (L) is
‘Imran) forward £LLT advanced to stress Allah’s power in
granting authority.

Box 2.2 Examples of Qur’anic word order variation

Pilot Questions 2.2

1." How can emphasis be achieved in Arabic sentences?

2.
3.
4.
5.

Why might word order be varied in poetry?

What rhetorical purpose does reordering serve in speeches?
Give one example of how the Qur’an uses word order for emphasis.

What is the effect of placing the object before the verb in a sentence?
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2.3 Semantic And Communicative Considerations

Word order in Arabic is not only influenced by grammar and style but also by semantic and
communicative considerations. Semantic considerations refer to how meaning is shaped by
the arrangement of words, while communicative considerations involve how speakers choose
word order to achieve clarity, emphasis, or natural flow in conversation. These influences make
Arabic flexible and responsive to context, allowing speakers to highlight what matters most in a

given situation.

2.3.1 Shifting focus between subject and action

In Arabic, word order can be adjusted to shift the focus of a sentence. Focus means the part of
the sentence that the speaker wants to highlight. Placing the subject first emphasises the doer,

while placing the verb first emphasises the action.
Example:

ol S QY (g/-talibu kataba al-darsa, “The student wrote the lesson”) — focus on the
student.
o ) Q) IS (kataba al-talibu al-darsa, “The student wrote the lesson”) — focus on the action

of writing.

Fill in/the blank: Placing the first emphasises the doer, while placing the verb first

emphasises the action.
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ARABIC WORD ORDER & FOCUS SHIFT

e L A EAA T i e 2

STANDARD ORDER: VSO (Verb-Subject-Object)

e

[ suBJECT (Doen) ] [ OBJECT (Receiver)

& JoRia))

WSUBJECT (Doer) [ \/LPRumo..)’ [ oBJECT (Receiver) |

FOCUS: SUBJECT Ex: uu,n wS g,{UaJl (Al-talibu kataba al-risalata - The student wrote the letter)

Figure 2.4 Shifting focus.in Arabic sentences

2.3.2 Pragmatic choices in conversation

Pragmatics refers to how language is used in real-life communication. In Arabic, speakers often
adjust word order to suit the context, such as highlighting new information, maintaining
politeness, or ensuring clarity. For example, in casual speech, the subject may be placed first to
make the sentence easier to follow, while in formal contexts, the verb may be placed first to

maintain grammatical precision.
Example:

e Everyday speech: asll guudl) g s guudal) (al-mudarrisu sharaha al-darsa al-yawm, “The teacher
explained the lesson today”).
e  Formal style: agall gl (uosal) z 5 (sharaha al-mudarrisu al-darsa al-yawm, “The teacher

explained the lesson today”).

Fill in the blank: In casual speech, the is often placed first to make the sentence easier to

follow.

-
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Pragmatic Choice | Function in Example Explanation
Conversation (Arabic)
Use of vocatives To call attention or (AL “O my brother, listen to'me.”
) address someone (mra) The vocative particle adds
directly politeness and directness:.
Politeness markers | To soften requests and cdllad “Please, give me the pen.”
(Caaw gl cdllad 4q) show respect eﬁff 4,-439/ Pragmatic choice signals
courtesy.
Indirectness (S | To avoid bluntness and | &/ 554 Jb “Could you help me?” Indirect
fi..5e) maintain social el || phrasing makes the request more
harmony acceptable.
Emphasis with To strengthen or G /b ) “Indeed, this is correct.” The
particles (£ «5) highlight a statement particle inna adds certainty and
emphasis.
Mitigation with To reduce forcefulness | sglall Sa Soli “A little water, please.” The
diminutives or of statements L oo diminutive softens the request.
hedges
Repetition for To ensure (A% (and “Yes, yes, [ understood.”
clarity understanding or 44# Repetition reinforces

Stress.importance

comprehension and agreement.

Box 2.3 Pragmatic choices in Arabic conversation

2.3.3, Word order in modern media and journalism

Modern Arabic media, such as newspapers and broadcasts, often use word order strategically to

capture attention and deliver information clearly. Headlines may begin with the verb to

emphasise the action, while reports may place the subject first to identify the actor. This shows

how communicative needs shape word order in contemporary contexts.
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Example:

o Headline style: a0 ) il da gSall wile (g lanat al-hukimatu al-qarara al-jadida, “The

government announced the new decision™).

o Report style: Ll ) il cile) da g$al) (al-hukiimatu a lanat al-qarara al-jadida, “The government

announced the new decision”).

Fill in the blank: Headlines often begin with the

to emphasise the action.

Context Typical Word Order Example Translation Explanation
(Arabic)

Headline Often begins with a EGATH The team won the Headlines use
verb (verbal sentence) Z\JJHU championship. concise verbal
to emphasise forms to highlight
immediacy and action. the event directly.

Headline May omit particles or | cesidl 303 President’s visit to | Nominal headline
auxiliary words for aa ) Egypt. structure drops
brevity. verbs for

compactness.

Report More complete BRG] The team won the Reports provide
sentences, often po ZJJHU championship on fuller context,
nominal, with subject alf Sunday. including time and
before verb. details.

Report Includes particles, O3l Gl The president Reports use
connectors, and S5 Al announced that he | subordinating
modifiers for clarity. &J-MY\ »aa | will visit Egypt particles (anna, etc.)

d-\'-hl\ next week. to expand
information.

Report vs Headline: compressed, | Headline:

Headline action-focused. £15558 gL
Report: expanded, 1
explanatory.
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Report: i Headline: Ministers’

12 £13350 gLidl | meeting tomorrow.

Aaalal
Report: The Headlines omit
ministers’ auxiliary verbs and

meeting will be | details; reports restore
held tomorrow them for clarity.

in the capital.

Table 2.1 Word order in headlines versus reports

Pilot Questions 2.3

1. What is meant by focus in Arabic sentences?
How does word order shift emphasis between subject and action?
Why might speakers adjust word order in casual conversation?

Give one example of how word order differs between everyday speech and formal style.

A

How is word order used differently in headlines compared to reports in modern media?

2.4 Comparative Perspectives

Arabic word order can be better appreciated when compared with other languages and dialects.
By examining how Arabic differs from English and how it varies across Modern Standard Arabic
(MSA) and colloquial dialects, learners gain a clearer understanding of its unique flexibility and
communicative power. This Part will highlight these comparative perspectives to deepen your

grasp of Arabic sentence structure.
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2.4.1 Word order in Arabic vs English

Word order refers to the arrangement of subject, verb, and object in a sentence. In English, the
typical order is Subject—Verb—Object (SVO), while in Arabic, the default order is often Verb—
Subject—Object (VSO). However, Arabic allows variation depending on emphasis, style, or

context.
Example:

e English: The student wrote the lesson. (SVO)

e Arabic: g Qlall &S (kataba al-talibu al-darsa, “The student wrote the lesson””) — VSO.

e Arabic alternative: gl &3S QlWal (ql-talibu kataba al-darsa, “The student wrote the lesson”) —
SVO.

Fill in the blank: The typical word order in English.is , while the default order in Arabic

is often

COMPARISON: English SVO vs. Arabic VSO & SVO Variations

ENGLISH (SVO - Standard Order)

SUBJECT (S) - VERB (V) = OBJECT (0)

The student reads the book.
The student reads the book.
A J
=
Fixed Order

ARABIC (VSO - Common Formal Order) ARABIC (SVO - Variation / Topicalized)
VERB (V) SUBJECT (S) OBJECT(0) | | | SUBJECT(S) VERB (V) OBJECT (0)

T3 A P S I I e T3 sl
(yagra'u) (at-talibu) (al-kitaba) i (at-talibu) (yagra'u) (al-kitaba)

reads the student the book. ! | The student reads the book.
«;:liSh QLLJ! |}Eg (Reads the student the book.) Q&Sjl |_,.¢u C_,.[lfali (The student reads the book.)
N ~ J/ i . ~ J
Verb-Initial, Standard Formal | Subject-Initial (Emphasis/Topic)

Blue = Subject Red =Verb Green = Object

Figure 2.5 Comparison of English and Arabic word order
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2.4.2 Cross-dialectal variations (MSA vs colloquial)

Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) is the formal variety of Arabic used in writing, education, and
media. Colloquial Arabic refers to spoken dialects used in everyday communication. Word
order in MSA tends to follow classical rules, often preferring VSO, while colloquial dialects

frequently adopt SVO for simplicity and clarity.
Example:

o MSA: Qusl Qi § 2 (gara a al-talibu al-kitaba, “The student read the book”) — VSO.
e Colloquial (e.g., Egyptian Arabic): Ul i & Ul (al-talib gara al-kitab, “The student read the
book”) — SVO.

Fill in the blank: In Modern Standard Arabic, the preferred word order/is often , while in

colloquial dialects it is frequently

Context Modern Colloquial ~ Translation Explanation
Standard Arabic
Arabic
(MSA)
Nominal S Culf S il The house is ~ MSA uses full case endings
Sentence big. (<,-), while colloquial drops
them for simplicity.
Verbal GulLbl] s S cullhal] The student ~ MSA prefers verb—subject—
Sentence 7l i/ wrote the object order, colloquial
(Verb—Subject— lesson. often shifts to subject—
Object) verb—object.
Negation Jods QLS Gt ha i The book is not  MSA uses laysa with case
L new. endings, colloquial uses

mish or ma...sh.

-
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Future Tense — J <8 dije Gz )la  [will go to the MSA uses sawfa or sa-

&ZJ/” market. prefix; colloquial uses ha-
or rah.
Questions o Ead e fdjdal aa ) Did you go to MSA uses interrogative
40, jdalf school? particle hal; colloquial

drops it and relies on

intonation.

Table 2.2 Word order in Modern Standard Arabic versus colloquial dialects

Pilot Questions 2.4

1. What is the typical word order in English sentences?
What is the default word order in Arabic?
How does Arabic word order differ from English word order?

Which variety of Arabic tends to follow classical rules of word order?

A

How does word order in colloquial Arabic differ from Modern Standard Arabic?

Series Summary

This Series has focused on the elements and factors that influence word order in Arabic, showing
how meaning, emphasis, and clarity are shaped by grammatical rules, stylistic choices,
communicative needs, and comparative perspectives. Its purpose has been to help you appreciate
the flexibility of Arabic sentence structure and to equip you with practical skills for analysing

and applying these variations in different contexts.

We began with grammatical factors, examining subject—verb agreement, case endings, and the
role of particles. We then explored stylistic and rhetorical influences, including emphasis, poetry,

and Qur’anic variation. Following that, we considered semantic and communicative aspects such
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as shifting focus, pragmatic choices in conversation, and usage in modern media. Finally, we
compared Arabic word order with English and highlighted differences between Modern Standard
Arabic and colloquial dialects. In line with the Series Learning Outcomes, you should now be
able to define and explain these influences, analyse their impact on sentence construction, apply
them in practical contexts, and evaluate how Arabic word order contrasts with other languages

and dialects.

Glossary of Terms

Accusative case
A grammatical ending in Arabic (-a) that marks the object of a verb or the'predicate of certain

particles.

Case endings
Short vowel marks added to the end of words in Arabic to indicate their grammatical role, such

as subject, object, or word following a preposition.

Colloquial Arabic
The everyday spoken varieties of Arabic used in different regions, often differing from Modern

Standard Arabic innword order and vocabulary.

Emphasis

A stylistic device in Arabic where word order is changed to highlight a particular word or idea.

Focus
The part of a sentence that is given special attention by the speaker, often achieved by reordering

subject, verb;, or object.

Genitive case
A grammatical ending in Arabic (-i) that marks words following prepositions or shows

possession.
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Modern Standard Arabic (MSA)
The formal variety of Arabic used in writing, education, and media, closely following classical

grammatical rules.

Nominative case

A grammatical ending in Arabic (-u) that marks the subject of a sentence.

Particles
Words such as inna (“indeed”) or kana (“was”) that modify sentence structure by changing the

case of the subject or predicate.

Pragmatics
The study of how language is used in real-life communication, including choices of word order

to suit context, politeness, or clarity.

Predicate

The part of a sentence that describes the subject, often affected by particles like kana.

Rhetoric
The art of using language effectively and persuasively, often involving deliberate variation of

word order for impact.

Subject—verb agreement
The rule in Arabic that the verb must match the subject in gender (masculine or feminine) and

number (singular; dual, or plural).

Verb—Subject—Object (VSO)
A common word order in Arabic where the verb comes first, followed by the subject and then the

object.

Word order
The arrangement of words in a sentence, which in Arabic can vary depending on grammar, style,

meaning, or context.

-
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Concept Check Questions [Series 2]

Objective Questions

1. Identify the typical word order in English sentences. (Linked to SLO 2.8)

Define the term case endings in Arabic grammar. (Linked to SLO 2.2)

Which particle makes the subject accusative in Arabic sentences? (Linked to SLO 2.3)
Recognise the preferred word order in Modern Standard Arabic. (Linked to SLO 2.8)

A

State the grammatical ending that marks the subject in Arabic sentences. (Linked to SLO 2.2)

Short-Answer Questions

6. Explain how subject—verb agreement influences word order in Arabic. (Linked to SLO 2.1)

7. Describe one way emphasis can be achieved through reordering in Arabie sentences. (Linked
to SLO 2.4)

8. Give an example of how word order differs between everyday speech and formal style in
Arabic. (Linked to SLO 2.6)

9. Illustrate how headlines in modern Arabic. media use word order to emphasise action. (Linked
to SLO 2.7)

10. Compare the use of word order in poetry and rhetoric. (Linked to SLO 2.5)

Long-Answer Questions

11. Analyse the role of particles such as inna and kana in altering sentence structure, providing
examples. (Linked to SLO 2.3)

12. Evaluate how semantic and communicative considerations shape word order in Arabic
conversation and media./(Linked to SLO 2.6, SLO 2.7)

13. Assess the differences between Arabic and English word order, and discuss how these

differences affect translation. (Linked to SLO 2.8)

-
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Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2]
Objective Questions

1. Subject—Verb—Object (SVO).

2. Case endings are short vowel marks that indicate grammatical roles such as subject, object, or
predicate.

3. Inna.

4. Verb—Subject—Object (VSO).

5. Nominative case (-u).

Short-Answer Questions

6. Subject—verb agreement ensures the verb matches the subject in gender@nd number, guiding
correct word order.

7. Emphasis can be achieved by placing the object before the verb, highlighting it as the focus.
8. Everyday speech often uses SVO for clarity, while formal style prefers VSO for grammatical
precision.

9. Headlines frequently begin with the verb to emphasise the action being reported.

10. Poetry may vary word order to'fit metre or rhyme, while rhetoric uses reordering for

persuasive effect.
Long-Answer Questions

11. Basic response: Particles such as inna make the subject accusative, while kana keeps the
subject nominative but makes the predicate accusative. These changes alter sentence
structure and highlight emphasis or tense.

Value-added response: Beyond these examples, other particles like laysa and la ‘alla
also influence case endings and meaning. Analysing their role shows how particles
provide nuance in emphasis, negation, and supplication.

12. Basic response: Semantic and communicative considerations shape word order by
shifting focus between subject and action, adjusting for clarity in conversation, and
emphasising action in media headlines.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may note that these choices reflect broader
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pragmatic strategies, such as topic—comment structures, politeness strategies, and
audience engagement, which are common across languages but uniquely realised in
Arabic.

13. Basic response: Arabic often uses VSO, while English uses SVO. This difference affects
translation because direct word-for-word rendering may distort meaning or emphasis.
Value-added response: Advanced learners may discuss how translators must balance
fidelity to Arabic structure with readability in English, sometimes preserving emphasis

through reordering or stylistic devices, especially in literary or Qur’anic texts.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2]

Part 2.1 Grammatical Factors in Word Order

e The subject.

e The nominative ending (-u).

e They show whether a word is the subject, object, or predicate.
e Inna makes the subject accusative.

e Kana makes the predicate accusative.

Part 2.2 Stylistic and Rhetorical Influences

e By reordering words in a sentence.

e The metre.

¢ To capture attention or make speech more persuasive.

o lyydka na ‘budu wa-iyyaka nasta ‘in (“You alone we worship, and You alone we ask for help”).

o It highlights the object as the focus of the sentence.

Part 2.3 Semantic and Communicative Considerations

e The subject.

¢ Placing the subject first emphasises the doer, while placing the verb first emphasises the action.
¢ To highlight new-information, maintain politeness, or ensure clarity.

e Everyday speech uses SVO; while formal style prefers VSO.

¢ Headlines often begin with the verb.

Part 2.4 Comparative Perspectives

e Subject—Verb—Object (SVO).

e Verb—Subject—Object (VSO).

e  Arabic often uses VSO, while English uses SVO.

e - Modern Standard Arabic.

e Colloquial Arabic frequently uses SVO instead of VSO.
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References and Attributions [Series 2]

General References

e Ryding, K. C. (2005). 4 Reference Grammar of Modern Standard Arabic. Cambridge University
Press.

e Holes, C. (2018). Modern Arabic: Structures, Functions, and Varieties. Routledge.

e Badawi, E., Carter, M. G., & Gully, A. (2016). Modern Written Arabic: A Comprehensive
Grammar. Routledge.

e Quranic examples cited are from the Mushaf al-Madina (King Fahd Complex for the Printing of
the Holy Qur’an).

Illustrations

Figure 2.1 Subject—verb agreement in Arabic sentences
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing subject—verb agreement in Arabic
sentences with masculine and feminine examples.”
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic subject verb agreement diagram OER”.
o Figure 2.2 Case endings and their impact on word order
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing nominative, accusative, and genitive
case endings in  Arabic sentences.”
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic case endings nominative accusative genitive
diagram OER”.
e Box 2.1 Examples of particles affecting word order
o | Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box summarising the role of particles (inna, kana,
etc.) in Arabic word order with examples.”
o . Suggested OER search string: “Arabic particles inna kana effect on word order OER”.
o Figure 2.3 Emphasis through reordering in Arabic sentences
o. Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing emphasis in Arabic sentences by
reordering subject, verb, and object.”
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic emphasis word order diagram OER”.
e Plate 2.1 Word order variation in Arabic poetry
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate an image of a classical Arabic manuscript showing

poetic verses with varied word order.”
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o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic poetry manuscript word order OER”.
Box 2.2 Examples of Qur’anic word order variation
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box summarising examples of Qur’anic word
order variations with explanations.”
o Suggested OER search string: “Qur’an word order variation examples OER”.
Figure 2.4 Shifting focus in Arabic sentences
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing how Arabic word order shifts focus
between subject and action.”
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic word order focus subject verb diagram OER”.
Box 2.3 Pragmatic choices in Arabic conversation
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box summarising pragmatic choices in Arabic
conversation with examples.”
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic pragmatics word order conversation examples
OER”.
Table 2.1 Word order in headlines versus reports
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table comparing word order in Arabic headlines and
reports with examples.”
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic word order headlines vs reports OER”.
Figure 2.5 Comparison of English and Arabic word order
o Al-generated prompt: “‘Create a diagram comparing English SVO word order with Arabic
VSO and SVO variations.”
o Suggested OER search-string: “Arabic vs English word order diagram OER”.
Table 2.2 Word order in Modern Standard Arabic versus colloquial dialects
o | Al-generated prompt: “Create a table comparing word order in Modern Standard Arabic
and colloquial Arabic with examples.”

o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic word order MSA vs colloquial dialects OER”.
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Series 3: Subjunctive Words and Appositives

(al-Mansubat & at-Tawabi')

Part 3.1 Subjunctive nouns (al-Mansiibat al-asma’)

e 3.1.1 Objects of verbs (direct object, cognate object)
e 3.1.2 Adverbials of time and place

e 3.1.3 Vocatives (ya + noun)
Part 3.2 Subjunctive verbs (al-Mansiibat al-af‘al)

e 3.2.1 Verbs in the subjunctive mood (after particles like lan, kay)

e 3.2.2 Examples from Qur’anic and literary usage
Part 3.3 Appositives (at-Tawabi)

e 3.3.1 Conjuncts (coordinated words)
e 3.3.2 Apposition (renaming or clarifying nouns)

e 3.3.3 Emphasis and specification
Part 3.4 Integrative applications

¢ 3.4.1 Analysing sentences with multiple subjunctive forms

e 3.4.2 Identifying appositives in authentic texts

Introduction

In the last Series, we examined the factors that influence word order in Arabic, including grammatical
rules, stylistic choices, and communicative needs. Building on that foundation, we now turn to an equally
important area of Arabic grammar: the subjunctive forms (al-Mansaibat) and appositives (at-Tawabi’).
These elements are central to understanding how Arabic sentences are structured, as they determine how

words relate to one another and how meaning is clarified or emphasised. Mastering them will give you
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greater confidence in both reading classical texts and constructing accurate sentences in Modern Standard

Arabic.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the main categories of subjunctive forms and appositives, and
to equip you with the ability to identify, explain, and apply them in practical contexts. By the end of this
Series, you should be able to analyse sentences containing these structures and demonstrate how they

function to shape meaning.

We shall commence this Series by exploring subjunctive nouns, focusing on objects of verbs, adverbials
of time and place, and vocatives. Next, we will move on to subjunctive verbs, examining how particles
such as /an and kay affect verb forms, with examples drawn from Qur’anic and literary usage. Following
that, we will study appesitives, including conjuncts, renaming structures, and emphasis. Finally, we will
bring the Series to a close with integrative applications, where you will practise analysing sentences that

combine multiple subjunctive forms and appositives, and identify them in authentic Arabic texts.

Series Learning Outcomes

Series 3: Subjunctive Forms and Appositives in Arabic
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 3.1 define the main categories of subjunctive nouns (al-Mansibat al-asma’) such as objects,
adverbials, and vocatives.

¢ SLO 3.2 explain how objects of verbs function in Arabic sentences and identify their case
endings.

e | SLO 3.3 demonstrate the use of adverbials of time and place in constructing sentences.

e  SLO 3.4 apply vocative structures (ya + noun) correctly in both formal and conversational
contexts.

e  SLO 3.5 describe the role of particles such as lan and kay in forming subjunctive verbs.

e SLO 3.6 analyse examples of subjunctive verbs from Qur’anic and literary texts.

e SLO 3.7 define appositives (at-Tawabi ) and explain their grammatical function in Arabic.

e SLO 3.8 identify and illustrate conjuncts, apposition, and emphasis within sentences.

¢ SLO 3.9 evaluate authentic Arabic sentences that combine multiple subjunctive forms and

appositives.
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3.1 Subjunctive Nouns (al-Mansubat al-asma’)

In Arabic grammar, subjunctive nouns are those that take the accusative case ending (-a) due to their
grammatical role in the sentence. These nouns are grouped under al-Mansiubat al-asma’ and include
objects of verbs, adverbials of time and place, and vocatives. Understanding these categories is essential

because they show how meaning is clarified and emphasis is achieved in Arabic sentences.

3.1.1 Objects of verbs (direct object, cognate object)

An object of a verb is the noun that receives the action of the verb.In‘Arabic, it usually takes the

accusative ending (-a). For example:

o QU QM i A(gara’a al-talibu al-kitaba, “The student read the book™).
Here, —USNal-kitaba) is the directobject.

A cognate object is a noun derived from the same root as the verb, used to emphasise the action. For

example:
o Ayl audii\(ibtasama ibtisamatan, “He smiled a smile”).

Fill in the blank: The direct object of a verb in Arabic usually takes the ending.
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ARABIC SENTENCE STRUCTURE & CASE ENDINGS (I'RAB)

3. Object (4 Jg4aa)l - Maf'ul Bihi) 2. Subject (<& - Fa'il) 1. Verb (&)l - Fi'l)

CASE: Nominative

& (995 - Marfu').
SEp . .5 | 2 s D ‘MARa(iga:m SE ——r> £
o w) 'Y CASE: Accusative o -

(Wgeala - Mansub).
MARKER: Fatha (=)

l The Receiver. Always Mansub. J L The Doer. Always Marfu’. The Action. Vowel depends on tense. J

I
————>> STANDARD VERBAL SENTENCE ORDER <(———
5 o 2
G5 LR 5

Kataba at-talibu ad-darsa
The student wrote the lesson.

WHY ENDINGS MATTER (FLEXIBLE ORDER)

Emphasized: CJUall C3S o3l Standard: (Al CJUa)l C3S
(Object-Verb-Subject) (Verb-Subject-Object)

The case ending (vowel) determines the role, not just the position!

Figure 3.1 Direct and cognate objects in Arabic sentences

3.1.2 Adverbials of time and place

Adverbials of time and place are nouns that specify when or where an action occurs. They also take the

accusative ending.
Examples:

o Amadl) a g lagdlu(sqfartu yawma al-jum ‘ati, “I travelled on Friday”).
o < alal Swda(alastu amama al-bayti, “1 sat in front of the house”).

Fill inthe blank: Adverbials of time and place in Arabic take the case ending.
Category Arabic Transliteration English Translation
Time (O)) a3 al-yawma Today
ol amsi Yesterday

1-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



Category Arabic Transliteration English Translation
1 ghadan Tomorrow
o al-ana Now
Blua sabahan In the morning
sl masa’an In the evening
Sid laylan At night
13 naharan During the'day / daytime
Jié qabla Before
B ba ‘da After
Laila da’iman Always
K ‘ahyanan Sometimes
gl abadan Never / Forever
RS hina When / At the time of
|
Place (¢\S%) Al amama In front of
105/ GlA || khalfa | ward’a Behind
a3 fawqa Above / On top of
It tahta Under / Below
O bayna Between
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Category Arabic Transliteration English Translation
s ‘inda At/ Near / With
Ua huna Here
A hunaka There
J» hawla Around
Jah dakhila Inside
(BES kharija Outside
(e yamina Tothe right of
JWdi/ b || yasara Fshimalas|| To the left of

Table 3.1 Examples of adverbials of time and place

3.1.3 Vocatives (ya + noun)

A vocative is a noun used when calling or addressing someone directly. In Arabic, vocatives are

introduced by the particle ya and usually take the accusative ending.
Example:
o alllQla L(ya taliba al-ilmi, “O seeker of knowledge”).

Vocatives are important in both everyday speech and classical texts, as they express direct address and

emphasis.

Fill in the blank: Vocatives in Arabic are introduced by the particle
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SUMMARY: VOCATIVES IN ARABIC (AL-NIDAA’)

The vocative case (;L’fol, al-nidaa’) in Arabic is used to call or address someone directly. The most common
vocative particle is G (Ya), equivalent to ‘O’ or ‘Hey'. Other particles exist for calling someone near (e.g., i,
‘a), far (e.g., Ul, ‘aya; s, haya), or for lamentation (3, wa). A special rule applies when addressmg a noun with
the definite article ‘JI' (al-), requiring the insertion of le.:l (‘ayyuhad) for masculine or Wil (‘ayyatuha) for
feminine after ‘Ya'. The grammatical case of the addressed noun (al-mundda) changes based on its type.

EXAMPLES WITH TRANSLATIONS:
il Proper Nouns & Basic Calls (Nominative) 3.Possessive/Annexed Phrases (Accusative)

* 3435 b (Ya Muhammadu) - O Muhammad o alll i G (Ya ‘abda-llahi) - O servant of Allah

dablo G (Ya Fat/matu O Fatima AT = z
: I35 ()ga rajulu) - o)man (specific intended) Jow) b (Ya rasala-llahi) - O Messenger of Allah

2.Definite | Nouns with ‘al-’ (using ayyuha/ayyatuha) (Abdullah)

o Sl l@:l G (Ya ‘ayyuha n-nasu) - O mankind / O o alll 235 G (‘Allah)
people _ e s :
o uadll g3l G (Va fatimu) - O Fatima * LAno b (Ya sadigi) - O my friend
W U (Ya ra;uhu) O nonaarrnmmi 4.Indefinite Nouns (Accusative)
» &2aaall uddl il G G (va ‘ayyatuha n-nafsu - « 335 3 (Ya rajulan) - O man (any unspecified man)
mutma’innatu) - O reassured soul S

o .3l i€ G (Ya ‘ayyua ndsu) - O mankind * ML bj) - O heardless one

. >|9w) b (Yq latiui) - O nerv ultand % >l$l.: s (Va ghafilan) - O heedless one
* aw) G (va sadfigi) - O my friend

Box 3.1 Examples of vocatives in Arabic

Pilot Questions 3.1

1. What case ending do objects of verbs usually take in Arabic?
What is a cognate object, and how does it function in a sentence?
Give one example of an adverbial of time in Arabic.

How are vocatives introducedin Arabic sentences?

A

Why aressubjunctive nouns important for understanding sentence meaning?

3.2 Subjunctive Verbs (al-Mansuibat al-af‘al)

In Arabic grammar, subjunctive verbs are verbs that take a special form when preceded by certain
particles. The subjunctive mood is marked by the removal of the final vowel -u (present tense indicative)
and its replacement with -a. These changes are triggered by specific particles such as lan (meaning “will
not”) and kay (meaning “so that”). Recognising these forms is essential for understanding how Arabic

expresses purpose, negation, and emphasis.

-
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3.2.1 Verbs in the subjunctive mood (after particles like lan, kay)

The subjunctive mood in Arabic is used to express negation of the future, purpose, or intention. It-is

formed by placing certain particles before the verb.

e Lan: This particle negates future actions. Example:
Lpaall N Gl caly SN(lan yadhhaba al-talibu ila al-madrasa, “The student will not go to
school”).
Here, the verb <wi(yadhhaba) is in the subjunctive form.

o Kay: This particle expresses purpose. Example:
gl S QI S\a(yudhakiru al-talibu kay yanjaha, “The'student studies so that he may
succeed”).

Here, the verb &si(yanjaha) is in the subjunctive form.

Fill in the blank: The particle is used to express purpose, while the particle is used to

negate the future.

ARABIC VERB MOOD CHANGE: LAN & KAY —> SUBJUNCTIVE (MANSUB)

Damma (')
)
200
.

=5 becomes
e.g., He writes

(<] Fatha (=)
¥, T ,
Negation in Future ‘~| ¢ oo
(yaktub-u) I:

feilinet] Action: _I\ e.g., He will not write
> Precede Verb (lan yaktub-a)
& Cause
Change I A
- ” -]
-] ‘ aS/
L4 -

Purpose/Reason e.g., So that they write Nin () s
(‘so that') (kay yaktuba) (il ida)

- J . 4 - J

L 4

e.g., They write
(yaktubt-na)

Rule: ‘Lan’ and ‘Kay’ shift the imperfect verb ending from Damma/Niin
to Fatha or cause Niin-deletion, marking the Subjunctive mood.

Figure 3.2 Subjunctive verb forms after particles
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3.2.2 Examples from Qur’anic and literary usage

The subjunctive mood is frequently used in the Qur’an and Arabic literature to convey emphasis and

divine purpose.

Example from the Qur’an:

aSil L e ) ol SN (Ji-kay 1a ta 'saw ‘ald@ ma fatakum, “So that you may not grieve over what has passed
you”).

Here, /sw({ta’saw) is in the subjunctive form after kay.

Example from literature:
dadal) oS s Aalh JeLiN & 5y M(lan yatruka al-sha ‘iru qalamahu hatta yaktuba al-hagigata, “The poet

will not leave his pen until he writes the truth”).

Fill in the blank: In Qur’anic style, the particle is often used to introduce purpose clauses.

20,

SUBJUNCTIVE VERBS (u,,a..n & J\,a.u) EXAMPLES FROM Ql_JRAN & LITERATURE
’ 1. AFTER ‘AN’ (Q‘) QURAN
And Allah wants to accept your repentance.  (Surah An-Nisa 4:27) ‘.i.h‘- o ,5 :ﬁ :\.“
He wants to expel you from your land. (Surah Al-Araf 7:110) ‘S.o )\ u‘ rﬁ:- Js"- g
And that you fast is better for you. (Surah Al-Baqarah 2:184) r.Q 53 \gn
2. AFTER ‘LAN’ (&) - QURAN
We will never cease being devoted to it. (Surah Teha 2091) HaSe ale 7 '” u!

You will never attain righteousness until you spend... O ,& Lu fa5 i3 JJ\ | ,}\:; C,i
3. AFTER ‘LI’ () - LITERATURE

I came to learn Arabic. i;»};j\ ’r‘l‘.ﬁ&l_ G
" He studies to succeed in the exam. Qe 3 el 535
} Ty 4. AFTER ‘HATTA' ((£5) - QURAN ¥
| And were shaken until the Messenger said... (Surah Al-Baqarah 2:214) J il d ).n.» 3> 19553

Box 3.2 Examples of subjunctive verbs in Qur’anic and literary texts

Pilot Questions 3.2
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1. What case ending marks verbs in the subjunctive mood?
Which particle is used to negate future actions in Arabic?
Which particle is used to express purpose in Arabic sentences?

Give one example of a subjunctive verb from the Qur’an.

A

Why is the subjunctive mood important in Arabic grammar?

3.3 Appositives (at-Tawabi’)

In Arabic grammar, appeositives (at-Tawabi ‘) are words that follow another word to clarify, emphasise, or
connect meaning. They take the same grammatical case as the word they follow, ensuring harmony in
sentence structure. Appositives include conjuncts, apposition, and emphasis. Mastering these forms helps

you recognise how Arabic builds precision and stylistic richness in both spoken and written texts.

3.3.1 Conjuncts (coordinated words)

A conjunct is a word joined to another by a coordinating particle such as wa (“and”) or aw (“or”). The

conjunct always matches the grammatical case of the word it is linked to.
Example:

o abadly QN g\a(jd 'a al-talibu wa-al-mu ‘allimu, “The student and the teacher came”™).
Here, both &h/and Ale</are nominative because they are subjects.

Fill in the blank: Conjuncts in Arabic are linked by particles such as or
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Arabic Conjuncts Sharing Case Endings (-akall)

First Conjunct (43& <3glaza) Conjunction Second Conjunct (<3gtais)
Nominative Case Wi g (u‘ahi’djé) -

(293! - Raf’) Aoxl 9

= Conjunction
Accusative Case (cahs 355)
-

(w2l - Nash) 9

First Conjunct (4l dghais) Conjunction
Genitive Case B S ] (cahi 3)5)
-

(331 - Jarr) Joseo 3

o %

Both share Kasra (i/in). Example: i_{cj ..}25‘33 o.f‘_)j}i (I passed by Muhammad and Ali).
The second conjunct follows the grammatical case of the first conjunct.

Figure 3.3 Conjuncts in Arabic.grammar
3.3.2 Apposition (renaming or clarifying nouns)

Apposition occurs when a second noun foellows the first to rename or clarify it. The appositive matches

the case of the noun it explains.
Example:

o QUadl) Gy e 349353‘ JN(zara al-khalifatu ‘Umaru ibn al-Khattabi, “The Caliph, Umar ibn
al-Khattab, visited”).

Here, («Lbs// G jecrenames 4]

Fill in the blank: In apposition, the second noun must take the same as the first noun.
Arabic English Type of Badal
Explanation
Sentence Translation (Apposition)
. , 38 & K05 "Umar" is identical to "The Caliph".
ZENEN{AEN The Caliph Umar
L The second noun fully replaces the
> came.
first.
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Arabic English Type of Badal
Explanation
Sentence Translation (Apposition)
(Total Substitute)
& G o2 d
i 5l & I ate the loaf, half of "Half of it" is a concrete, physical
LE it. . part of "the loaf".
(Partial
Substitute)
Jus 3
.. L The teacher "Hisknowledge" is an abstract
el s
e ) impressed me, his quality relating to or included in
' knowledge. (Inclusive "the teacher," not a physical part.
Substitute)
e The speaker mistakenly said "Zaid"
I <l
il I saw Zaid, a horse. and immediately corrected it with "a
u-l
(Substitute of horse".
Error)

Table 3.2 Examples of apposition in Arabic sentences

3.3.3 Emphasis and specification

Emphasis in Arabic appositives involves repeating a word or phrase to strengthen meaning.
Specification clarifies a general noun by following it with a more specific one. Both forms follow the

case of the original word.

Examples:
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e Emphasis: &Ual) QlUal) e\a(ja’a al-talibu al-talibu, “The student, the student came™).
o Specification: 13 Qlal & Si(akramtu al-taliba Zaydan, “1 honoured the student, Zayd”).

Fill in the blank: In specification, the second noun clarifies the of the first noun.

SUMMARY: EMPHASIS & SPECIFICATION IN ARABIC APPOSITIVES (QE‘M)

1. Emphasis (.S53! - al-Tawkid)
o Self/Selfsame: 4l SLE.‘»’}Jl ¢\> (ja’a al-ustadh nafsuhu) - The professor himself came.

e All/Entire: &8 SEsdl é];é (gara’tu al-kitab kullahu) - 1 read the entire book.
* Both: ug,;g g_\léjﬂ C;ojj (ra’aytu al-rajulayn kilayhima) - 1 saw both men.

2. Specification/Substitution (d.l}jl - al-Badal)
e Complete (Identical): dasi C.%,LJ 113> (hadha at-tabib Ahmadu) - This is the doctor, Ahmad.
e Partial (Part of Whole): i:bag Casll &JsT (akaltu ar-raghif nisfahu) - 1 ate the loaf, half of it.

e Inclusive (Quality/Attribute): i.ilg el g;.iéc.ci (a‘jabani al-ustadh ‘ilmuhu) - The professor
amazed me, his knowledge.

Box 3.3 Examples of emphasis and specification in Arabic appositives

Pilot Questions 3.3

1. ~What particles are used to link conjuncts in Arabic?
How does apposition function in Arabic sentences?
Give one example of emphasis in Arabic appositives.

What is specification, and how does it clarify meaning?

M Al

Why must appositives match the case of the word they follow?

3.4 Integrative Applications

-
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This Part consolidates your learning on subjunctive nouns, subjunctive verbs, and appositives by
showing how they interact in authentic Arabic sentences. By analysing and practising these structures

together, you will strengthen your ability to interpret complex texts and construct accurate sentences.

3.4.1 Analysing sentences with multiple subjunctive forms

In authentic Arabic, sentences often contain more than one subjunctive form. For example, a verb may
be in the subjunctive mood while the sentence also includes an object in the accusative case and an

adverbial of time.
Example:

o daand) a gy QSY QY T3y SM(lan yagra'a al-talibu alekitaba yawma al-jum ‘ati, “The student will
not read the book on Friday™).
Here, /;-é;(yaqra ‘a) is a subjunctive verb after lan, <lSal-kitaba) is a direct object, and 5+

dzaxl(yawma al-jum ‘ati) is an adverbial of time.

Fill in the blank: The verb /s subjunctive because it follows the particle
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MULTIPLE SUBJUNCTIVE FORMS IN AN ARABIC SENTENCE

S 2 e °E °o% :5 ,/o | /M/ eE ; = ] ol - o -
XT8 i_’[wj'ﬂ ¥ }—’[%ﬂl b—': &0l (S| oYl
- | - h 3 | = S

INDICATIVE SUBJUNCTIVE 1 OBJECT SUBJUNCTIVE 2 PREPOSITIONAL
(Main Verb) (After “An" Ol) (After “Likay” &) PHRASE
T Fatha: Sign of Subjunctive
Fatha: Sign of Subjunctive / sy (R0
Fatha: Sign of Subjunctive J“‘"&'ﬂ O"S I .'

SUBJUNCTIVE 3
(After "Lan" &)
Fatha: Sign of Subjunctive

KEY: Green/Orange/Purple Boxes = Subjunctive Clauses. Red Highlight = Subjunctive Ending (Fatha ).

Figure 3.4 Sentence analysis with multiple subjunctive forms

3.4.2 Identifying appositives in authentic texts

Appositives are words that clarify or emphasise another word, and they often appear alongside

subjunctive forms. Recognising them helps you interpret sentences more accurately.
Example:

o alaall Gl 145 Qal) & Si(akramtu al-taliba Zaydan ibn al-mu ‘allimi, “1 honoured the student,
Zayd, the son of the teacher”).
Here, /2AZaydan) is an appositive clarifying <ai(al-taliba), and sl Selibna al-mu ‘allimi)
further specifies Zayd.

Fill in the blank: In the example above, the word /3 functions as an to clarify —JLbl/
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Arabic English
Transliteration Grammatical Analysis

Sentence Translation
Subjunctive Noun: (-« (the
engineer) is the direct object (4 Jsxe),
marked with a fatha.

RARH Qabaltu al-

- . I met the

Cudigall muhandisa ) . . ) . .

. . engineer, Ali. Appositive: W= (Ali) is a matching

Lle, ‘aliyyan. NP | RV —
appositive (JS gadS JY) clarifying who
the engineer is. It is also'in the
subjunctive case,marked with fatha
tanwin.
Subjunctive Noun: 3l (the
commander) is the noun following the
particle inna (&) &), marked with a

L _ Indeed, the fatha.

W &) Inna al-q@’ida

PP . . commander,

gl 1\, Khalidan shuja‘un.

Khalid, is brave.

Appositive: N (Khalid) is a matching
appositive. It takes the same
subjunctive case as the noun it follows.
Subjunctive Noun: << 3 (the loaf) is
the direct object.

), ¥ I ate the loaf of

i o) &) Akaltu al-raghifa _ . N

rpid bread, a third of Appositive: L (a third of it) is a

4k, thuluthahu. . . . ’

it. partial appositive (JS (e o=z J3). The

noun &ff is in the subjunctive case to
match the loaf, and the pronoun +

refers back to it.
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Arabic English
Transliteration Grammatical Analysis
Sentence Translation

Subjunctive Noun: A (the student)

is the direct object.

T ) I liked the

Gkl cgal | Ahbabtu al-taliba . o \

. student, his Appositive: 42 (his manners) is an

4, adabahu. _ ) - )

manners. inclusive appositive (JwidhJx),

representing a quality of the student.
The noun < is in the:subjunctive case
to‘agree with the student.
Subjunctive Noun: “u::3 (the city) is
the direct object.

Ll &5 Zurtu al-madinata I visited the city,

3 AL, al-Qahirata. Cairo. Appositive: 532l (Cairo) is a matching

appositive, clarifying which city was
visited and taking the same subjunctive

case.

Table 3.3 Examples of appositives combined with subjunctive nouns

3.43 Practice with integrated structures

To consolidate your learning, it is important to practise identifying and constructing sentences that
combine subjunctive nouns, subjunctive verbs, and appositives. This will strengthen your ability to

analyse authentic texts and produce grammatically accurate sentences.

Example:
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o 38l g a4l gh Sauab Sauall) Je L SIS N(lan yaktuba al-sha ‘iru al-qasidah qasidatan
tawltlatan hattda yuwaddiha al-fikrata, “The poet will not write the poem, a long poem, until he

explains the idea”).
This sentence includes a subjunctive verb (<iS), a direct object (52u=dl), a cognate object ( 52daé

j—éu-é), and another subjunctive verb (F&<.4) after .

Fill in the blank: The cognate object sk sy=fmphasises the action of .

Practice Sentences: Subjunctive Verbs, Accusative Nouns, and Appositives

e sentences that bring together three key grammatical elements in Arabic: a
Ja3) preceded by a particle like &l or &1, an accusative noun (s«aie e!)
d an appositive (J%) which follows the noun and matches its accusative case.

This summary provides practic
subjunctive verb (ws=is golae
functioning as the direct object, an

. .i—i‘}elﬁh z;:l.}&jlj_g_‘)‘ :)‘ :L_JJ{
English: | wish to visit the city, Cairo. o | e ; ey
Analysis: The verb 3s3i (to visit) is subjunctive due to the particle of. The noun &3]l (the city) is the direct objectin |
the accusative case. 532! (Cairo) is a total appositive (U5 om J&) for the city’, so itis alsoin the accusative case.
o I35 a5 V) ctsd 55 &
ish: I will not read the book except for its first chapter. 5 . g, Vi
Engle? 5 n Sl (the book) is the direct object. alas (its

Analysis: The verb '}ﬁ (read) is made subjunctive by &. The noun S ;
chapter) acts as a partial appositive (JS o» o2 Ju) for 'the book' and is in the accusative case.

o 155 dlian 6 5 g .
English: It pleases me io meet your frjend._Zmd. " ;
Analysis: The verb {ngi (meet) is subjunctive because gf sl ..Th.e noun phr A
object in the accusative. 135 (Zaid) is a total appositive identifying ‘your friend' an

ase dlaskp (your friend) is the direct
follows in the accusative case. |

53LA3) 5eli) aasd (5 S
g .”ll"“;;fe e in order to hea=r the poet, his recitation. BERt
::gl;'ssi;' ﬁ:‘ verb a2 (hear) is subjunctive due o 8. The noun 5&!5-!\ (the poet) is the direct object. °:i::lc: S\S\Z
recitatior;) is an inclusive appositive (Judsl J), representing a quality of the poet, and is in the ca I :

Box 3.4 Integrated practice with subjunctive forms and appositives

Pilot Questions 3.4

Which particle makes the verb/ & subjunctive in the sentence 4eea s g Sl Cullall [y 4
How does the word 3 function in the sentence aleal/ Jo/ /31 cullall Cas iSh
Give one example of a sentence that combines a subjunctive verb and an appositive.

Why is it important to practise integrated structures in Arabic grammar?

M S

What role does a cognate object play in emphasising the verb’s action?
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Series Summary

This Series has focused on the role of subjunctive forms (al-Mansiibat) and appositives
(at-Tawabi’) in Arabic grammar, showing how they shape meaning, clarify relationships
between words, and add emphasis in both formal and everyday usage. Its purpose has been to
help you recognise these structures, understand their grammatical functions, and apply them

accurately when analysing or constructing sentences.

We began with subjunctive nouns, examining objects of verbs, adverbials of time and place, and
vocatives. Then we moved on to subjunctive verbs, looking athow particles such as /lan and kay
alter verb endings, supported by Qur’anic and literary examples. Following that, we explored
appositives, including conjuncts, apposition, and emphasis or specification. Finally, we applied
these concepts together in integrated practice, analysing sentences that combine multiple forms.
In line with the Series Learning Outcomes, you should now be able to define and explain these
categories, demonstrate their use in context, identify them in authentic texts, and evaluate how

they interact to produce clarity and emphasis in Arabic grammar.

Glossary of Terms

Accusative case
A grammatical ending in Arabic (-a) that marks nouns as objects of verbs, adverbials, or

vocatives.

Adverbials of time and place
Nouns in the accusative case that specify when or where an action occurs, such as 4zexf/ 5 o(“on

Friday”).

Apposition
A grammatical structure where a second noun follows another to rename or clarify it, taking the

same case as the first.
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Appositives (at-Tawabi’)
Words that follow another word to clarify, emphasise, or connect meaning, always matching the

case of the word they follow.

Cognate object

A noun derived from the same root as the verb, used to emphasise the action, such as Lelui/ awi/

(“He smiled a smile”).

Conjuncts
Words linked by coordinating particles like wa (“and”) or aw (“or”), sharing the same

grammatical case.

Emphasis

A form of appositive where a word or phrase is repeated to strengthen meaning.

Particles (lan, kay, etc.)
Small words placed before verbs that change their form into the subjunctive mood, expressing

negation or purpose.

Specification
A type of appositive where a general noun is clarified by a more specific one, such as a5/

J3j <dLI(“T honoured the student, Zayd”).

Subjunctive mood
A verb form in Arabic marked by the ending (-a), used after certain particles to express negation

of the future or purpose.

Subjunctive nouns (al-Mansiibat al-asma’)
Nouns that take the accusative case because of their grammatical role, including objects,

adverbials, and vocatives.

Subjunctive verbs (al-Mansiuibat al-af*al)
Verbs that take the subjunctive mood after specific particles, changing their endings to reflect

purpose or negation.
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Vocative

A noun used in direct address, introduced by the particle ya, usually taking the accusative case.

Concept Check Questions [Series 3]

Objective Questions

1. Identify the case ending that marks subjunctive nouns in Arabic. (Linked to SLO 3.1)
Define a cognate object and give its function. (Linked to SLO 3.2)

Recognise the particle that negates future actions in Arabic. (Linked to SLO 3.5)
State the particle that introduces purpose clauses in Arabi¢. (Linked to SLO 3.5)

A

Identify the particle used to introduce vocatives. (Linked to. SLO 3.4)

Short-Answer Questions

6. Explain how adverbials of time and place function in Arabic sentences. (Linked to SLO 3.3)
7. Describe how apposition clarifies meaning in Arabic grammar. (Linked to SLO 3.7)

8. Illustrate with an example how conjuncts share the same case ending. (Linked to SLO 3.8)

9. Demonstrate how emphasis is achieved through repetition in appositives. (Linked to SLO 3.8)
10. Analyse why integrated practice with subjunctive forms and appositives is important.

(Linked to SLO 3.9)

Long-Answer Questions

11. Analyse the role of particles such as /an and kay in forming subjunctive verbs, with
examples. (Linked to SLO 3.5, SLO 3.6)

12. Evaluate how appositives contribute to clarity and emphasis in Arabic sentences. (Linked to
SLO 3.7, SLO 3.8)

13 Assess the interaction of subjunctive nouns, subjunctive verbs, and appositives in authentic

texts. (Linked to SLO 3.9)

-
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Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3]

Objective Questions

1. Accusative case (-a).

2. A cognate object is a noun derived from the same root as the verb, used to emphasise the action.
3. Lan.

4. Kay.

5. Ya.

Short-Answer Questions

6. Adverbials of time and place specify when or where an action occurs, taking the accusative
case.

7. Apposition renames or clarifies a noun, matching its grammatical case.

8. Example: alrall g il ela(ja 'a al-talibu wa-al-mu ‘allimu), both subjects are nominative.

9. Example: Wl Qi) sla(a ’a al-talibu al-talibu), repetition strengthens emphasis.

10. Integrated practice helps learners recognise how different structures interact, improving

analysis and sentence construction.
Long-Answer Questions

11. Basic response: Lan makes verbs subjunctive to negate future actions, while kay
introduces purpose clauses:
Value-added response: Outstanding learners may note that other particles like hatta and
li-kay‘alsotrigger the subjunctive, and that Qur’anic usage demonstrates subtle shifts in
meaning and emphasis.

12. Basic response: Appositives clarify meaning by renaming or specifying nouns, and
emphasis strengthens the message.
Value-added response: Advanced learners may highlight how appositives enhance
rhetorical style in Arabic literature, providing precision and persuasive force, especially
in poetry and Qur’anic text.

13. Basic response: Subjunctive nouns, verbs, and appositives often appear together, shaping

meaning and clarity in sentences.
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Value-added response: Outstanding learners may discuss how these structures reflect
broader syntactic harmony in Arabic, and how translators must carefully preserve

emphasis and clarity when rendering texts into other languages.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]

Part 3.1 Subjunctive nouns (al-Mansiibat al-asma’)

e The accusative ending (-a).

e A cognate object is a noun from the same root as the verb, used to emphasise the action.
o 4zaal/:4(“on Friday”).

o (4.

e They clarify meaning and show the grammatical role of words in sentences.

Part 3.2 Subjunctive verbs (al-Mansiibat al-af*al)

The accusative ending (-a) marks verbs in the subjunctivemood.
o Lan.

o Kay.

Sl Lo e /sl 2LS(“So that you may hot grieve over what has passed you”).

The subjunctive mood expresses negation of the future and purpose.
Part 3.3 Appositives (at-Tawabi’)

e Wa (“and”) or aw (“or”).

e Itrenames or clarifies a noun, taking the same case as the first noun.

o bl Gkl sla(“The student, the student came”).

e Specification clarifies a general noun by following it with a more specific one.

e Becauseappositives mustagree in case with the word they follow.
Part 3.4 Integrative applications

o Lan.

o It functions as an appositive clarifying <JLb/,

o Example: alall &) 1345 Gilal) Esa jSi(“T honoured the student, Zayd, the son of the teacher”).

e~ It helps learners practise how different structures interact, improving analysis and accuracy.

e It emphasises the action of writing the poem.
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References and Attributions [Series 3]
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e Ryding, K. C. (2005). 4 Reference Grammar of Modern Standard Arabic. Cambridge University
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Illustrations

o Figure 3.1 Direct and cognate objects in Arabic sentences
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing subject, verb, and object in Arabic
sentences with case endings.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic. grammar direct object cognate object diagram
OER”.
o Table 3.1 Examples of adverbials of time and place
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table listing examples of Arabic adverbials of time and
place with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o [ Suggested OER search string: “Arabic adverbials of time and place examples OER”.
e Box 3.1 Examples of vocatives in Arabic
o . Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box summarising examples of vocatives in Arabic
with translations.”
o. Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic vocatives ya examples OER”.
o Figure 3.2 Subjunctive verb forms after particles
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing how Arabic particles lan and kay
change verb endings into subjunctive mood.”

o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
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o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic subjunctive verbs lan kay diagram OER”.
e Box 3.2 Examples of subjunctive verbs in Qur’anic and literary texts
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box summarising examples of subjunctive verbs
from Qur’an and Arabic literature with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Qur’an subjunctive verbs lan kay examples OER”.
e Figure 3.3 Conjuncts in Arabic grammar
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing how conjuncts in Arabic share the
same case ending.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar conjuncts wa aw diagram OER”.
e Table 3.2 Examples of apposition in Arabic sentences
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table listing examples of appesition in Arabic sentences
with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar apposition examples OER”.
e Box 3.3 Examples of emphasis and specification in Arabic appositives
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box summarising examples of emphasis and
specification in Arabic appositives with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar emphasis specification appositives
examples OER”,
o Figure 3.4 Sentence analysis with multiple subjunctive forms
o | Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing an Arabic sentence with multiple
subjunctive forms highlighted.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar multiple subjunctive forms diagram
OER”.
o Table 3.3 Examples of appositives combined with subjunctive nouns
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table listing examples of Arabic sentences where
appositives appear alongside subjunctive nouns.”

o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
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o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar appositives with subjunctive nouns
examples OER”.
o Box 3.4 Integrated practice with subjunctive forms and appositives
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box summarising practice sentences combining
subjunctive nouns, subjunctive verbs, and appositives.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar integrated practice subjunctive verbs

nouns appositives OER”.
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Series 4: Intensive Study of Arabic Tenses

(Madi, Mudarc, ‘Amr)

Part 4.1 The past tense (al-Madi)

e 4.1.1 Formation and endings of past tense verbs
o 4.1.2 Agreement with subject (gender and number)

e 4.1.3 Examples from Qur’anic and literary texts
Part 4.2 The present tense (al-Mudari‘)

e 4.2.1 Formation and prefixes of present tense verbs
e 4.2.2 Indicative, subjunctive, and jussive moods

e 4.2.3 Usage in everyday and classical contexts
Part 4.3 The imperative (' Amr)

e 4.3.1 Formation of imperative verbs
e 4.3.2 Rules of usage and politeness markers

e 4.3.3 Examples in Qur’anic injunctions.and daily speech
Part 4.4 Integrative applications

e 4.4.1 Analysing sentences with mixed tenses
e 4.4.2 Practising tense shifts in authentic texts

e | 443 Exercises for constructing sentences across tenses
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Introduction

In the last Series, we examined how subjunctive forms and appositives function to shape meaning and
emphasis in Arabic sentences. Building on that foundation, we now turn to one of the most central aspects
of Arabic grammar: verb tenses. Verbs are the backbone of communication, allowing us to express
actions in the past, present, and future, as well as to issue commands. A clear understanding of how
Arabic tenses operate will enable you to interpret texts more accurately and construct sentences with

greater precision.

The aim of this Series is to provide you with a structured and practical study of the three main Arabic
verb tenses—past (madi), present (mudari ‘), and imperative (‘amr). By the end of this Series, you should
be able to recognise their forms, explain their functions, and apply them effectively in both classical and

modern contexts.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the past tense, focusing on its formation, endings, and
agreement with subjects. Next, we will move on to the present tense; examining its prefixes, moods, and
usage in everyday and literary contexts. Following that; we will study the imperative, learning how
commands are formed and used with attention to politeness and style. Finally, we will bring the Series to
a close with integrative applications, where you will practise analysing sentences that combine different

tenses and construct your own examples to reinforce mastery.

Series Learning Outcomes

Series 4: Intensive Study of Arabic Tenses (Madi, Mudari’, ’Amr)
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 4.1 define the formation and endings of past tense (madi) verbs.

e  SLO 4.2 explain how past tense verbs agree with subjects in gender and number.

e SLO 4.3 demonstrate the use of past tense verbs in Qur’anic and literary examples.

e SLO 4.4 describe the formation and prefixes of present tense (mudari ) verbs.

e SLO 4.5 distinguish between the indicative, subjunctive, and jussive moods of present tense
verbs.

e SLO 4.6 apply present tense verbs appropriately in both everyday and classical contexts.
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e SLO 4.7 define the rules for forming imperative ( ‘amr) verbs.

e SLO 4.8 illustrate the use of imperative verbs with attention to politeness and style.

¢ SLO 4.9 analyse examples of imperative verbs in Qur’anic injunctions and daily speech.
e SLO 4.10 evaluate sentences that combine past, present, and imperative verbs.

e SLO 4.11 construct sentences that demonstrate accurate tense shifts across different contexts.

4.1 The Past Tense (al-Madi)

The past tense (al-Madi) in Arabic is used to describe actions that have already been completed.
It is one of the most fundamental verb forms and provides the foundation for understanding how
verbs change according to subject, gender, and number. Mastering the past tense is essential
because it allows you to read narratives, historical accounts, and Qur’anic passages with

accuracy.

4.1.1 Formation and endings of past.tense verbs

The formation of past tense verbs in Arabic is based on a root, usually three consonants, to

which endings are added. These endings indicate the subject performing the action. For example:

o (kataba, “he wrote™)
o Ci&(katabtu, 1 wrote?)

o\ 93&(katabi, “they wrote”).

Theendings change depending on whether the subject is singular, dual, or plural, and whether it

is-smasculine or feminine.

Fill in the blank: The verb <Xmeans “he wrote”, while <:ii¥means

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



ARABIC PAST TENSE VERB MORPHOLOGY: ROOTS & ENDINGS
TRILITERAL ROOT (351 ,dd) 1
Jgoo ]

SINGULAR (3344) DUAL (_i4) PLURAL (245

3 PERSON Uj_; Ela ’é )15.; lili.; | 315.3

(&) (huwa - he) (hiya - she) (huma -they 2 m.) (huma-they 2f.)| (hum-theym.) (hunna-theyf.)

2" PERSON | (= °|§§ c"ola/é AR onlaS

(bla) (anta - you m.) (ar:ti -youf.) (antuma - you 2) (antum - you m.) (antunna-you f.)

%
o
\
o\
*

¥4, %

tg\
\
2

-] - ° <

1% PERSON : - (29 Glasd g

(P&j’) (ana-1) (nahnu - we)

LEGEND: Black Letters = Root (J ¢ 3), Red Letters/Diacritics = Past Tense Suffix Endings (dlaSa) i)

Figure 4.1 Formation of past tense verbs in Arabic

4.1.2 Agreement with subject (gender and,number)

In Arabic, past tense verbs must agree with the subject in both gender and number. This means
the verb ending changes depending on whether the subject is masculine or feminine, and whether

it is singular, dual, or plural.
Examples:

o _&ui(katabat, “sheé wrote”) — feminine singular.
o ' Wl(kataba, “they two wrote”) — masculine dual.

o &&(katabna, “they [feminine] wrote™) — feminine plural.

Fill in the blank: The verb Liis used when the subject is in number.
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Arabic Past Tense Verb Endings for Gender and Number Agreement (@élajl Jadll)

Person Gender Singular (3324)) Dual (&4J1) Plural (za3dl)
(uaa-uJ|) (i) Ending & Example Ending & Example Ending & Example
: = (fatha) - (alif) s (waw + alif)
Mas‘cg,llne i & "
31 Person b{u) (kataba - He wrote) (kataba - They 2 m. wrote) | (katabi - They m. wrote)
(g.éli.ll) Feminine O (ta sakinah) B (ta + alif) - (nan fatha)
Y i Gs R
(o34 (katabat - She wrote) (katabata - They 2f. wrote (katabna They f. wrote)
Mascillng & (7 fatha) (&5 (t3" + mim + alif) 5 (t2 + mim sakinah)
()g:y’,) % °:s |"":;S o Zog,
2" Person katabta - You m. wrote | katabtuma - You 2 m. wrote (katabtum -Youm. wrote)
(h«b&ﬂ‘) F eminin 8 -0 (ta’ kasra) W (ta" + mim + alif) u’ (ta" +ndin shaddah fatha)
i B s s
katabti - You f. wrote katabtuma - You 2 f. wrote | katabtunna - You f. wrote
15t Person Both & (ta’ damma) G (ndin + alif)
(oK) | (e 5| -
katabtu - | wrote katabnl - We wrote |

LEGEND: Red indicates the past tense verb ending/suffix.

Table 4.1 Past tense verb.endings according to subject agreement

4.1.3 Examples from Qur’anic and literary texts

The past tense is frequently used inthe Qur’an and Arabic literature to narrate events and

describe completed actions.

Example from the Qur’an:

A\ Gal 1 818 galiz Gmanna billahi, “They said, “We believe in Allah™).

Here, /s#l{qalii) is a past tense verb meaning “they said”.

Example from literature:

A¥y A Ko Bu(safara al-sha ‘iru ild Baghdad, “The poet travelled to Baghdad”).

Fill in the blank: In the Qur’anic example, the verb /slineans

-
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Example (Qur’an/
Arabic Verb Root Translation
Literature)

J& (gala) Jsé Qurlan 2:30 — &3l &y 06 35 “And when your Lord said to the angels...”

@& Classical poetry — el ¢

X (kataba) . “The poet wrote a letter.”

o« A,
¢a (ja’a) ¢ sz Quran12:19 —850n &elas “And there came a caravan...”
Gl _ Literature — ) Calthall Cad

Qe “The student went to school.”
(dhahaba) 40l

o Qur'an 97:1 — 4l 85W5H 6 “Indeed, We sent it down during the Night of
J3 (nazala) Jdoo
_adl) Decree.”

Box 4.1 Examples of past tense verbs in Qur anic and literary texts

Pilot Questions 4.1

1. What is the basic function of the past tense in Arabic?
How is the verb —&different from &4
Which verb ending is used for feminine plural subjects in the past tense?

Give one example of a past tense verb from the Qur’an.

A I

Why is subject agreement important in forming past tense verbs?

4.2:The Present Tense (al-Mudari ")

The present tense (al-Mudari‘) in Arabic is used to describe actions that are ongoing, habitual,
or expected to occur in the future. It is a versatile tense that can express different shades of
meaning depending on the particles that precede the verb. Mastering the present tense is vital
because it allows you to engage with everyday communication and interpret Qur’anic and

literary texts with precision.
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4.2.1 Formation and prefixes of present tense verbs

The formation of present tense verbs involves adding specific prefixes to the root letters of the

verb. These prefixes vary according to the subject and indicate person, gender, and number.

Examples:

o SS(yaktubu, “he writes”).
o &3S(taktubu, “she writes” or “you [masculine] write”).
o &SSICaktubu, “1 write”).

o SiSi(naktubu, “we write”).

Fill in the blank: The prefix in <Sindicates that the subject is

Arabic Present Tense Verb Prefixes
(d25Laa)1 Ca933- - & ,Lad)l aall)

Third Person Masculine )
(Singular, Dual, Plural)
G355 (He writes)
OIS (They two write - m)

592355 (They write - m) =
\

First Person Singular
(61 - 1)
G387 (1 write)

Present Tense
Prefjxgs
(4e5Laa)l LB935)

Second Person
(All Genders/Numbers)

Third Person Feminine
(Singular, Dual, Plural)

355 (You write - m)

First Person Plural

(&35 - We) e ;
- 55 (We write) u_u.:S (You write - f)

¢35 (She writes)
OESS (They two write - )
S5 (They write -f) )

. Mnemonic:
L{‘.—-é.'ii (| Came) =& “Ss O e-l

Figure 4.2 Prefixes of present tense verbs in Arabic

4.2.2 Indicative, subjunctive, and jussive moods

The present tense can appear in three moods depending on the particles that precede the verb:
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e Indicative mood: The default form, ending in -u. Example: Guual) el Ci3Sy(yaktubu al-talibu

al-darsa, “The student writes the lesson”).

¢ Subjunctive mood: Triggered by particles such as /an (“will not”) or kay (“so that”), ending

in -a. Example: {uul) Qdal) &8 SN(lan yaktuba al-talibu al-darsa, “The student will not write the

lesson”).

e Jussive mood: Triggered by particles such as lam (“did not”) or /a (“do not”), often ending in -

(sukiin). Example: Guual) el &8 al(lam yaktub al-talibu al-darsa, “The student did-not write

the lesson™).

Fill in the blank: The particle lam places the verb in the mood.
Mood Name Primary
When to Use It Arabic English Analysis of
(English & Marker /
(Triggers) Example Translation the Verb
Arabic) Sign
TheDefault
State. .
) The verb is
Damma ( - s o
1. Indicative )
(vaktubu). It
Used when the .
: _ Ahmad is ends with a
verb is stating a e s s
L EIKPEY writing (or Damma
g 8 all (Or. fact or a regular . _
AL, writes) the because
retaining occurrence and )
. letter. nothing
the Jin is not preceded .
) precedes it
(Al-Marfii ) plural/dual by any particles
to change
forms) that cause the .
) ) 1ts state.
subjunctive or
jussive moods.
2. Fatha (-) Intent, The verb is
Subjunctive Purpose, or NS I want to go Gl
Possibility. cad ) to your (adhaba). It
(Or sty house. ends with a
& glalal dropping Fatha
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Mood Name Primary
When to Use It Arabic English Analysis of
(English & Marker /
(Triggers) Example Translation the Verb
Arabic) Sign
the Uin Used when because it is
plural/dual preceded by preceded by
(Al-Mansub) forms) specific "nasib" the particle
particles, such 4.
as:
& (to/that)
S (will not)
S(in order to)
Negation,
Prohibition, or
Sukiin (-) Command. The verb is
3. Jussive G
(vashrab).
(Or Used when Gy ol The cat did It ends with
é}jf&j\ dropping preceded by Lﬂ‘ not drink a Sukiin
the final specific "jazim" Calall, the milk. because it is
vowel letter particles, such preceded by
(Al-Majzitm) in weak as: the negating
verbs) particle Al.
4l (did not)

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION

STUDENTS



Mood Name Primary

When to Use It Arabic English Analysis of
(English & Marker /

(Triggers) Example Translation the Verb
Arabic) Sign

Y (do not!

[prohibition])

4 (let him/it

[command])

Table 4.2 Present tense moods with examples
4.2.3 Usage in everyday and classical contexts

The present tense is widely used in both everyday speech and classical texts. In daily
communication, it expresses current or habitual actions. In Qur’anic and literary contexts, it often

conveys ongoing states or timeless truths.
Examples:

o Everyday: asds d ) Al Cwodadrusu al-lugha al- ‘arabiyya kulla yawmin, “I study Arabic
every day”).
e [ Qurlanic: sl &9iasi(yu miniina bil-ghaybi, “They believe in the unseen™).

Fill in the blank: In everyday usage, the present tense often expresses actions that are

Arabic Verb Root Example (Qur’an / Daily Speech) Translation
&y (yadhhabu) e 3 Daily speech — 453l ) Gl Cas “The student goes to school.”

K (ya'kulu)  J &1 Daily speech — 4l 331 (K “The boy eats the apple.”
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Arabic Verb Root Example (Qur’an / Daily Speech) Translation
Js& (yaqilu)  J 56 Qurian 2:11 — (salias (A3 V6 “They say, ‘We are but reformers.””
{s2i(yajTu) ez Daily speech — =il ) A5 ¢ a3 “The man comes to the house.”

J5% (yanzilu)  J 30 Qurian 57:4 — &l 355 “He sends down the rain.”

Box 4.2 Examples of present tense verbs in everyday and classical contexts

Pilot Questions 4.2

1. What prefixes are used to form present tense verbs in Arabic?
Which mood is the default form of the present tense?
Give one particle that triggers the subjunctive mood.

Provide an example of a present tense verb in the jussive mood.

A

How is the present tense used differently in everyday speech compared to Qur’anic texts?

4.3 The Imperative ((Amr)

The imperative (' Amr) in Arabic isused to issue commands, requests, or instructions. It is a
practical and frequently used verb form, appearing in everyday speech, literature, and Qur’anic
injunctions. Understanding how to form and use the imperative correctly is essential for effective

communieation, as it conveys urgency, direction, and authority.
4 3.1 Fermation of imperative verbs

The formation of imperative verbs is based on the present tense (al-Mudari ) form of the verb,
with modifications to create a command. Typically, the prefix is dropped, and the verb is

adjusted to begin with a helping vowel if necessary.

Examples:
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e From <i&(yaktubu, “he writes”) — S\ uktub, “write!”).
e From Jwba(yajlisu, “he sits”) — COudal(ijlis, “sit!”).

Fill in the blank: The imperative form of /;é;(“he reads”) is

ARABIC PRESENT TENSE TO IMPERATIVE TRANSFORMATION

Ve

1. Start with 2. Remove 3. Add Helping 4. Final
Jussive Present Present Prefix Vowel Imperative Form
(poszall gobaall) | (Esslaall B> Bdm) | (ol B3an d8L3) (1 Ja3)

2 2
o 2S2 5 S = o Ao \ o A0%
L 4 L 4 L 2 &
ta-ktub -ktub u-ktub uktub
'YOU Write’ Add Hamzat al-Wasl with lWrite !'
- Damma because the
2 PETSON Masc. 5., Drop the ‘ta’ prefix. second root letter (<) has The final imperative verb.
jussive mood. S Damma.
o . . =
SUMMARY RULE: If the second root letter has a Damma, add an AI[f with Damma. 1
{ Otherwise (Fatha or Kasra), add an Alif with Kasra. (e.g., (a3 -> (wlal) |

Figure 4.3 Formation of imperative verbs in Arabic
4.3.2 Rules of usage and politeness markers

While the imperative conveys direct commands, Arabic often uses politeness markers to soften
its tone, especially insocial or formal contexts. These include adding phrases such as <llad

(“please”) or using indirect forms.
Examples:

o Direct: Guul i8N uktub al-darsa, “Write the lesson™).

o Polite: elld ‘ya Gul SN wktub al-darsa min fadlika, “Please write the lesson™).

Fill in the blank: The phrase <llaé uis used to make an imperative sound more
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Politenes Polite
Base
s Imperati
Imperati Targeted Transliterati English
Marker ve Phrase
ve Verb Person ; P on Translation
(3 (3o
(A J29) P
Gal) dgasall)
4 ’;, 3 2}9
Oala
Male da Gald) Ijlis min _
) s Sit down, please.
Singular Ll fadlika.
) (min
(ljlis) - Sit
fadlika)
Female 3% L& Ukubihiadha || Please write this
Singular Lz lawsamahti. down.
(Uktubi) - (law
Write samahti)
EX] )
=S
Plural
. e ke Udlkhulii .
(Mixed/Mas s 1slaal Please come in.
raja’an.
(Udkhulii) c.)
(raja’an)
- Enter
ke Lo o
ks A ‘tini al- .
Male P Give me the book,
. o Qlagt kitaba law
Singular L please.
(A ‘tini).- (law S samahta.
Give me samahta)
g A SR s Intaziri )
Female s g Jat) Wait a moment,
) P qalilan min
Singular Al (e please.

fadliki.
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Politenes Polite
Base
s Imperati
Imperati Targeted Transliterati English
Marker ve Phrase
ve Verb Person ; P on Translation
(5 (55l
(S ) gotzad
Gal) dgasall)
(Intaziri) (min
- Wait fadliki)
n;". k<l
. Please, come in.
Male (Inherent Juadi Tafaddal bid- )
(Tafaddal ) L (Formal/Welcomi
Singular ly polite) Jsaly dufdhiil.
) - Please ng)
(go
ahead)
U gle L e il
pilad (e
Plural A .,
: Oaligela Sa ‘idiina min
(Mixed/Mas e Please help us.
(Sa ‘idiina aslad Jadlikum.
c.) (min
) - Help
fadlikum)
us

Table 4.3 Examples of imperative verbs with politeness markers

4.3.3 Examples in Qur’anic injunctions and daily speech

The imperative is widely used in the Qur’an to issue divine commands and guidance, as well as

in everyday speech to give instructions.

Examples:

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



e Qur’anic: 8%al ) sadi(agimii al-saldta, “Establish the prayer”).
o Daily speech: S &\(iftah al-baba, “Open the door”).

Fill in the blank: In the Qur’anic example, the verb /sesdfs an imperative meaning

Arabic Verb Root Example (Qur’an / Daily Speech) Translation

5 (igra’) 1,3 Qurlan 96:1 — &) Al (5 “Read in the name of your Lord.”
38 (qul) Js3 Qurian 112:1 — sl 54 “Say: He is Allah, One.”

¢ad (idhhab) s 2 Daily speech — 43l JJ) Cal “Go to school.”

Calal (ijlis) o+ J z Daily speech — Ga Gula) “Sit here.”

aall (isma’) g a0 Qurian 7:204 — 15l 5411 58L8  “So listen to it and be silent.”

Box 4.3 Examples of imperative verbs in Qur’anic and daily contexts

Pilot Questions 4.3

1. How is the imperative form derived from the present tense in Arabic?
Give one example of'a politeness marker used with imperative verbs.
Provide the imperative form of the verb Jws(“he sits™).

What is the function of the imperative in Qur’anic injunctions?

A I

Why is it important to use politeness markers with imperative verbs in social contexts?

4.4 Integrative Applications

This Part brings together the three major Arabic verb tenses—past (madi), present (mudari‘),
and imperative ('amr)—to show how they interact in authentic texts. By analysing sentences
that combine these forms, you will gain confidence in recognising tense shifts and applying them

in your own writing and speech.
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4.4.1 Analysing sentences with mixed tenses

Arabic often uses different tenses within the same sentence to convey sequence, contrast, or
emphasis. For example, a narrative may begin in the past tense, shift to the present for vividness,

and conclude with an imperative for instruction.
Example:

o Cuagh e sl () Anal S Guudll QWY CiS(kataba al-talibu al-darsa thumma yurdji-uhu al-an
fa-uktub ma fahimta, “The student wrote the lesson, then he reviews it now, sorwrite what you
understood”).

Here, —iSs past tense, 4=a/ s present tense, and <iSis impefative.

Fill in the blank: In the sentence above, the verb <iS4s in the tense.

ARABIC SENTENCE WITH PAST, PRESENT, AND IMPERATIVE VERBS HIGHLIGHTED

JEEELAN ER5 6 33 (A5l 53355 ¢ pual SIURI) (a3
= ~ A

A A
'darasa al-talibu amsi, wa-yadrusu al-yawma, fa-udrus ya bunayya li-l-mustagbali. .

- 'The student studied yesterday, and is studying today, so study, oh my son, for the future.’ -

7 ——

-

[
PRESENT TENSE VERB (g)Laall Jxall) IMPERATIVE VERB (,oY1 J=3)

PAST TENSE VERB (x2lJ! J=ai)

)3 (darasa) - 'he studied’ U*335 (yadrusu) - ‘he is o3 (udrus) - 'study!”

studying’

Indicates an action completed in
the past (e.g., yesterday).

Indicates a command or request
Indicates an action occurring in the for a future action.
present or habitual (e.g., today).

LEGEND: [_] Past Tense | [_] Present Tense | [_] Imperative Verb

Figure 4.4 Sentence analysis with mixed tenses
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4.4.2 Practising tense shifts in authentic texts

Tense shifts occur when a writer or speaker moves from one tense to another for stylistic or

communicative effect. In Arabic, this is common in Qur’anic passages, poetry, and storytelling.

Example from Qur’an:

GRAIAY byanl 40 & 5L AT W SULES ai(thumma ansha nahu khalgan akhar fa-tabaraka-Allahu

ahsanu al-khaligin, “Then We made him into another creation, so blessed be Allah, the best of

creators”).

Here, the past tense sLULiifs followed by the present tense Jwsfo emphasise timeless truth.

Fill in the blank: In Qur’anic style, tense shifts often highlight truths.
Text Type Arabic Tense Shift Translation
Example

Qur’an (Surah

A A 2 5 i

e

Nominal — Present

“Master of the Day of Judgment. You we

Al-Fatiha 1:4— |22 worship.” (Shift from timeless nominal
5) description to present action)
Qur’an (Surah |... 35 &ela s’ [Past — “And a caravan came... he let down his
Yasuf 12:19) & Jéssls 36 Imperative/Exclamation  bucket. He said: ‘Good news!”” (Shift from
(5 narrative past to immediate speech)
Daily Speech |65 sl I &ad[Past — Present “T went to the market and I am buying fruit.”
sl cfﬂ/ (Shift from completed action to ongoing
activity)
Qur’an (Surah |... 152 Y 21 38 [Passive Past — Present  [“It was said to them, ‘Do not cause
Al-Bagara AT 1Sl corruption...” They say, “We are but
2:11-12) BEN reformers.”” (Shift from reported past to
present claim)
Daily Speech [0 5 aladall ERilPast — Future “I ate the food and I will go to the office.”
A ) (Shift from past completed action to future

intention)
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Table 4.4 Examples of tense shifts in authentic Arabic texts

4.4.3 Exercises for constructing sentences across tenses

To consolidate your learning, it is important to practise constructing sentences that combine past,
present, and imperative verbs. This will help you internalise tense usage and prepare you for

authentic communication.
Example exercise:

e Write a sentence that begins with a past tense verb, continues with a present tense verb, and ends
with an imperative.
Sample answer: 18 & 383 SN gy 8 5 ASa ) Saol Su(s@fara alrajulu ila Makkata wa-huwa
yaqra 'u al-Qur’ana fa-udhkur AllGha kathirany“The man travelled to Mecca while he reads the

Qur’an, so remember Allah often”).

Fill in the blank: In the exercise above, the verb. s an example of the form.
Sentence (Arabic) Verb Tenses Used Translation

RN AL T (A ) E0Ad Past + Present -+ “I went to the office, I am writing the letter, write

= & Imperative with me.”

il Gyl alall Gl aladall ST Pagt+ Present + . .
“I ate the food, I am drinking water, drink also.”

Lzl Imperative

158 @datall (W1 IH GBS &8 Past + Present + “I read the book, I am reading the newspaper now,
1% Imperative read this.”

‘g;‘:“j}s'“ PAERE PEERH o &l Past + Present + “I sat in the room, | am sitting on the chair, sit

PR ENPREY Imperative beside me.”

Y ol @u\ QELY) S Past + Present + “I heard the teacher, I am listening to the lesson
s aal) Imperative now, listen carefully.”

Box 4.4 Practice sentences combining past, present, and imperative verbs
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Pilot Questions 4.4

1. How can mixed tenses in a sentence enhance meaning in Arabic?
Give one example of a Qur’anic passage that shifts between past and present tense.
Construct a sentence that combines past, present, and imperative verbs.

Why are tense shifts important in Arabic storytelling and poetry?

woRe W

What role does the imperative play when used alongside past and present tense verbs?

Series Summary

This Series has focused on the study of Arabic verb tenses, showing how the past (madi), present
(mudari’), and imperative (‘amr) forms are constructed and applied. Its purpose has been to
equip you with the ability to recognise, explain, and use these tenses accurately, both in everyday
communication and in classical texts such as the Qur’an and Arabic literature. By working
through the different Parts, you have seen how verbs change with subject agreement, how moods

affect present tense verbs, and how commands are formed and softened with politeness markers.

We began with the past tense, examining its formation and subject agreement, then moved to the
present tense with its prefixes and moods. Following that, we studied the imperative, learning
how commands are-derived and used in social and religious contexts. Finally, we brought these
elements together in integrative applications, analysing sentences that combine multiple tenses
and practising tense shifts. In line with the Series Learning Outcomes, you should now be able to
define-and demonstrate each tense, apply them in authentic contexts, analyse examples from
Qur’anic and literary texts, and construct sentences that show accurate tense shifts across

different situations.

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



Glossary of Terms

Agreement
The way a verb changes to match its subject in gender (masculine or feminine) and number

(singular, dual, or plural).

Imperative (' Amr)
A verb form used to give commands, requests, or instructions, often softened with politeness

markers.

Indicative mood
The default form of the present tense verb, usually ending in -#; used to express simple

statements of fact.

Jussive mood

A form of the present tense verb, often ending in - <(sukiin), used after particles such as lam

(“did not”) or /a (““do not”).

Past tense (Madi)

A verb form used to describe actions that have already been completed.

Politeness markers

Words or phrases added to imperative verbs to make commands sound more respectful, such as

clad q“please™).

Prefixes

Letters added to the beginning of present tense verbs to indicate person, gender, and number,

such as ¢(“he”), <(“she/you”), (“I”), and (“we”).

Present tense (Mudari’)
A verb form used to describe ongoing, habitual, or future actions, with different moods

depending on preceding particles.
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Subjunctive mood
A form of the present tense verb, usually ending in -a, triggered by particles such as lan (“will

not”) or kay (“so that”).

Tense shift
The movement from one verb tense to another within a sentence or text, often used for emphasis,

contrast, or stylistic effect.

Verb root
The basic set of consonants (usually three) from which Arabic verbs are formed, providing the

core meaning of the word.

Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
Objective Questions

1. Identify the case ending that marks past tense verbs in Arabic. (Linked to SLO 4.1)

2. State the prefix used for the first person singular in the present tense. (Linked to SLO 4.4)

3. Recognise the particle that triggers the subjunctive mood in present tense verbs. (Linked to SLO
4.5)

4. Define the imperative form of the verb <iS(“he writes™). (Linked to SLO 4.7)

5. Identify one politeness marker commonly used with imperative verbs. (Linked to SLO 4.8)

Short-Answer Questions

6. Explain-how past tense verbs agree with subjects in gender and number. (Linked to SLO 4.2)
7. Describe the difference between the indicative and jussive moods of the present tense. (Linked
to SLO4.5)

8. Allustrate with an example how politeness markers modify the tone of imperative verbs.
(Linked to SLO 4.8)

9. Demonstrate how tense shifts are used in Qur’anic passages. (Linked to SLO 4.9)

10. Analyse why combining past, present, and imperative verbs in one sentence can enhance

meaning. (Linked to SLO 4.10)
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Long-Answer Questions

11. Analyse the formation of past tense verbs and explain how endings change with subject
agreement. (Linked to SLO 4.1, SLO 4.2)

12. Evaluate the role of moods in present tense verbs, with examples of indicative, subjunctive,
and jussive forms. (Linked to SLO 4.5, SLO 4.6)

13. Assess the importance of politeness markers in imperative verbs, both in social and religious
contexts. (Linked to SLO 4.8, SLO 4.9)

14. Construct and evaluate a sentence that combines past, present, and imperative verbs,

explaining the effect of tense shifts. (Linked to SLO 4.10, SLO 4.11)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4]

Objective Questions

1. The suffix <(fatha) marks past tense verbs.
The prefix i(’a) is used for first person singular.
The particle ¢ (lan) triggers the subjunctive mood in present tense verbs.

The imperative form of .<y(“he writes™) is~ <58)(“write!”).

A I A

A common politeness marker used with imperative verbs is &liaé Ga(“please”).

Short-Answer Questions

6./ Pasttense verbs agree with subjects in gender (masculine or feminine) and number (singular,
dual, plural) by changing their endings. For example, <X (she wrote), WS (they two wrote), (S
(they [feminine] wrote).

7. The indicative mood (marfu‘) is the default present tense form, usually ending in «(damma). The
jussive mood (majziim) is triggered by particles such as alor ¥, often ending in *(sukiin).

8. Politeness markers soften the tone of imperative verbs. For example, &l ¢ Guall CS)(“Please
write the lesson”) is more respectful than G« GS)(“Write the lesson”).

9. Qur’anic passages often use tense shifts to highlight timeless truths. For example, Qur’an 23:14

moves from past tense (sUkidf) to present tense (¢mal) to emphasise divine attributes.
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10. Combining past, present, and imperative verbs in one sentence enhances meaning by showing

sequence, contrast, and instruction. It makes the narrative vivid and interactive.

Long-Answer Questions

11. Past tense verbs are formed from triliteral roots with endings that change according to subject
agreement. For example, & (he wrote), &5 (I wrote), ) <K (they wrote). These endings indicate
person, gender, and number, ensuring grammatical accuracy.

12. Present tense verbs can appear in three moods: indicative (default, ending in damma), subjunctive
(triggered by particles like &lor &S, ending in fatha), and jussive (triggered by particles like al,
ending in suktin). These moods allow Arabic to express fact, purpose, negation, or command.

13. Politeness markers in imperative verbs are essential in both secial and religious contexts. In
everyday speech, they make commands respectful (e.g., &lad ga calal— “Sit down, please”). In
Qur’anic injunctions, imperatives convey divine authority but are often accompanied by context
that emphasises mercy and guidance.

14. A sentence combining past, present, and imperative verbs demonstrates tense shifts and their
effect. Example: (s &l G A0l Gi&1 (o8&l ) &b 3(“T went to the office, T am writing the
letter, write with me”). This shows a completed action, an ongoing action, and a directive,

enhancing clarity and engagement.
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Answers to Pilot Questions
Part 4.1 (Past Tense — alMadi)

Pilot Questions 4.1

1. What is the basic function of the past tense in Arabic?
o Answer: It describes completed actions. (Linked to SLO 4.1)
2. How is the verb & different from <uS?
o Answer: & = “he wrote”; &8 = “T wrote.” (Linked to SLO 4.1)
3. Which verb ending is used for feminine plural subjects in the past tense?
o Answer: & (e.g., &X5). (Linked to SLO 4.2)
4. Give one example of a past tense verb from the Qur’an.
o Answer: 56 (gala, “they said”). (Linked to SLO4.3)
5. Why is subject agreement important in forming past tense verbs?

o Answer: It ensures the verb matches gender and number of the subject. (Linked to SLO

4.2)
Part 4.2 (Present Tense — alMudart?)

Pilot Questions 4.2

1. What prefixes are used to form present tense verbs in Arabic?
o Answer: ¢ (he), < (she/you),  (I), 0 (we). (Linked to SLO 4.4)
2. Which mood is the default form of the present tense?
o Answer: Indicative (al-marfu®). (Linked to SLO 4.5)
3. "Give one particle that triggers the subjunctive mood.
o> Answer: 3! (lan). (Linked to SLO 4.5)
4. ' Provide an example of a present tense verb in the jussive mood.
o Answer: &S ol (lam yaktub, “he did not write”). (Linked to SLO 4.5)
5. How is the present tense used differently in everyday speech compared to Qur’anic texts?

o Answer: Everyday = habitual/current actions; Qur’anic = timeless truths/ongoing states.

(Linked to SLO 4.6)

-

a-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



Part 4.3 (Imperative — *Amr)

Pilot Questions 4.3

1. How is the imperative form derived from the present tense in Arabic?
o Answer: By dropping the prefix and adjusting with a helping vowel if needed. (Linked to
SLO 4.7)
2. Give one example of a politeness marker used with imperative verbs.
o Answer: <ll=d (e (min fadlika, “please”). (Linked to SLO 4.8)
3. Provide the imperative form of the verb C«las (“he sits™).
o Answer: (s (jjlis). (Linked to SLO 4.7)
4. What is the function of the imperative in Qur’anic injunctions?
o Answer: To issue divine commands and guidance. (Kinked to.SLO 4.9)
5. Why is it important to use politeness markers with imperative verbs in social contexts?

o Answer: They soften commands, making them respectful and socially acceptable.

(Linked to SLO 4.8)
Part 4.4 (Integrative Applications)

Pilot Questions 4.4

1. How can mixed tenses in a sentence enhance meaning in Arabic?
o Answer: They add sequence, contrast, and emphasis. (Linked to SLO 4.10)
2. Give one example of'a Qur’anic passage that shifts between past and present tense.
o Answer: GEIA (al 8 &l AT B sl & (Qur’an 23:14). (Linked to SLO 4.9)
3. Construct a sentence that combines past, present, and imperative verbs.
o Amswer: e il CuS) @l ) i cakall ) &, (Linked to SLO 4.11)
4. Why are tense shifts important in Arabic storytelling and poetry?
o Answer: They create vividness, stylistic effect, and highlight timeless truths. (Linked to
SLO 4.10)
5. What role does the imperative play when used alongside past and present tense verbs?

o Answer: It adds instruction or urgency after narration. (Linked to SLO 4.11)
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References and Attributions [Series 4]
Primary Grammar References

e Ryding, K. C. (2005). A Reference Grammar of Modern Standard Arabic. Cambridge University
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e Holes, C. (2018). Modern Arabic: Structures, Functions, and Varieties. Routledge.

e Badawi, E., Carter, M. G., & Gully, A. (2016). Modern Written Arabic: A Comprehensive

Grammar. Routledge.
Qur’anic Citations

e Qur’an2:30-— agssall oty 06 35 (“And when your Lord said to the angels...”)

o Quran2:11-12 — {sakas (35 W) 1 5lE (“They say, ‘We are but reformers.””)

e Qurian 7:204 — ) siail 5 411 5245443 (“So listen to it and be'silent.”)

e Qur’an 12:19 — 33l &2l 5 (“And theré came a caravan...”)

e Quran23:14 — (alall (xal o 858 530 G uledl & (“Then We made him into another creation, so
blessed be Allah, the best of creators.”)

e Qur’an 57:4— &) J3 (“He sends down the rain.”)

e Qur’an 96:1 — &) oLl B (“Read in the name of your Lord.”)

e Quran97:1 - BARAW & CEEY U) (“Indeed, We sent it down during the Night of Decree.”)

e Qurlan 112:1 - 2T 0 5 8 (“Say: He is Allah, One.”)

o Source: Mushaf al-Madina (King Fahd Complex for the Printing of the Holy Qur’an).

Illustrations and Tables

o _Figure 4.1 Formation of past tense verbs in Arabic
Attribution: Al-generated prompt “Create a diagram showing subject, verb, and endings
of past tense verbs in Arabic.” Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
Suggested OER search string: “Arabic past tense verb endings diagram OER”.

o  Table 4.1 Past tense verb endings according to subject agreement
Attribution: Al-generated prompt “Create a table listing Arabic past tense verb endings
by subject agreement with translations.” Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image

generation. Suggested OER search string: “Arabic past tense endings examples OER”.
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e Box 4.1 Examples of past tense verbs in Qur’anic and literary texts
Attribution: Al-generated prompt “Generate a text box summarising examples of Arabic
past tense verbs from Qur’an and literature.” Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image
generation. Suggested OER search string: “Arabic past tense Qur’an examples OER”.

o Figure 4.2 Prefixes of present tense verbs in Arabic
Attribution: Al-generated prompt “Create a diagram showing prefixes for Arabic present
tense verbs with subject agreement.” Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
Suggested OER search string: “Arabic present tense prefixes diagram OER”.

o Table 4.2 Present tense moods with examples
Attribution: Al-generated prompt “Create a table illustrating indicative, subjunctive, and
jussive moods of Arabic present tense verbs.” Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image
generation. Suggested OER search string: “Arabic present tense moods examples OER”.

e Box 4.2 Examples of present tense verbs in everyday and classical contexts
Attribution: Al-generated prompt “Generate a text box summarising examples of Arabic
present tense verbs from Qur’an and daily speech.” Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot
image generation. Suggested OER search string: “Arabic present tense Qur’an examples
OER”.

o Figure 4.3 Formation of imperative verbs in Arabic
Attribution: Al-generated prompt “Create a diagram showing how imperative verbs are
derived from present tense forms in Arabic.” Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image
generation. Suggested OER search string: “Arabic imperative verb formation diagram
OER”.

o Table 4.3 Examples of imperative verbs with politeness markers
Attribution: Al-generated prompt “Create a table listing Arabic imperative verbs with
politeness markers and translations.” Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
Suggested OER search string: “Arabic imperative politeness markers examples OER”.

e Box 4.3 Examples of imperative verbs in Qur’anic and daily contexts
Attribution: Al-generated prompt “Generate a text box summarising imperative verbs in
Qur’an and daily Arabic speech.” Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.

Suggested OER search string: “Arabic imperative Qur’an examples OER”.
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o Figure 4.4 Sentence analysis with mixed tenses
Attribution: Al-generated prompt “Create a diagram showing sentence analysis
combining past, present, and imperative verbs in Arabic.” Tool/platform: Microsoft
Copilot image generation. Suggested OER search string: “Arabic mixed tenses sentence
analysis diagram OER”.

o Table 4.4 Examples of tense shifts in authentic Arabic texts
Attribution: Al-generated prompt “Create a table illustrating tense shifts in Qur’an,
poetry, and daily Arabic speech.” Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot.image generation.
Suggested OER search string: “Arabic tense shifts examples OER”".

e Box 4.4 Practice sentences combining past, present, and imperative verbs
Attribution: Al-generated prompt “Generate a text box with practice sentences combining
past, present, and imperative verbs in Arabic.” Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image

generation. Suggested OER search string: “Arabic tense practice sentences OER”.
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Series 5: Word Case Endings in Arabic

Sentences

Part 5.1 Nominative case (al-Raf")

e 5.1.1 Definition and functions of the nominative case
e 5.1.2 Endings for singular, dual, and plural nouns

e 5.1.3 Examples in subject and predicate positions
Part 5.2 Accusative case (al-Nasb)

e 5.2.1 Definition and functions of the accusative case
e 5.2.2 Endings for singular, dual, and plural nouns

e 5.2.3 Examples in objects and adverbials
Part 5.3 Genitive case (al-Jarr)

e 5.3.1 Definition and functions.of the genitive case
e 5.3.2 Endings for singular, dual, and plural nouns

e 5.3.3 Examples in prepositional phrases and possessive constructions
Part 5.4 Integrative applications

e 5.4.1 Analysing sentences with mixed case endings
e 5.4.2 Practising i'rab with authentic texts

e | 5.4.3 Exercises for constructing sentences across cases

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored Arabic verb tenses, learning how past, present, and imperative forms shape
meaning in sentences. Building on that foundation, we now turn to another essential aspect of Arabic

grammar: case endings. Case endings, known as i 7ab, are the small vowel marks at the end of words that
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determine their grammatical role in a sentence. They may seem subtle, but they are crucial for
understanding how subjects, objects, and other elements interact. Without mastering case endings, it is

difficult to read Arabic texts accurately or construct sentences with clarity.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the three main case endings in Arabic—nominative (raf"),
accusative (nasb), and genitive (jarr)—and to equip you with the skills to identify, explain, and-apply
them in authentic contexts. By the end of the Series, you should be able to analyse sentences for correct

case usage and practise constructing your own examples with confidence.

We shall commence this Series by examining the nominative case, focusing on its definition; functions,
and endings in singular, dual, and plural forms. Next, we will move on to the accusative case,
considering how it marks objects and adverbials. Following that, we will study the genitive case,
exploring its role in prepositional phrases and possessive constructions. Finally, we will wrap up with
integrative applications, where you will practise analysing sentences with mixed case endings and apply

your knowledge to authentic texts.

Series Learning Outcomes

Series 5: Case Endings in Arabic Sentences
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 5.1 define the nominative case (raf”) and its primary functions in Arabic sentences.

¢ SLO 5.2 demonstrate the correct nominative endings for singular, dual, and plural nouns.

¢ SLO 5.3 explain how the nominative case is applied to subjects and predicates.

e | SLO 5.4 define the accusative case (nasb) and its primary functions in Arabic sentences.

¢  SLO 5.5 illustrate the correct accusative endings for singular, dual, and plural nouns.

o SLO 5.6 apply the accusative case to objects and adverbials in sentences.

e | SLO 5.7 define the genitive case (jarr) and its primary functions in Arabic sentences.

o SLO 5.8 demonstrate the correct genitive endings for singular, dual, and plural nouns.

e SLO 5.9 analyse examples of the genitive case in prepositional phrases and possessive
constructions.

e SLO 5.10 evaluate sentences with mixed case endings to identify grammatical roles.

¢ SLO 5.11 construct sentences that accurately combine nominative, accusative, and genitive cases.
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5.1 Nominative Case (al-Raf")

The nominative case (al-Raf*) is one of the three primary cases in Arabic grammar. It is used to
mark the subject of a sentence and the predicate of nominal sentences. The nominative case is
typically indicated by the vowel ending -u (damma) for singular nouns, though endings vary for
dual and plural forms. Mastering the nominative case is essential because it helps you identify

who or what is performing the action in a sentence.

5.1.1 Definition and functions of the nominative case

The nominative case is the grammatical form that shows the subject of a verb or the predicate in

a nominal sentence. For example:

o giaa QM(gl-talibu mujtahidun, “The student is hardworking”).

Here, «&lis nominative as the Subject, and 4¢ix4is nominative as the predicate.

Fill in the blank: In the sentence. 4¢iae &ullh| the word -¢iasis in the case.

ARABIC NOMINAL SENTENCE: SUBJECT & PREDICATE IN NOMINATIVE CASE

ARABIC NOMINAL SENTENCE (&Za! 1)
(]
duas SESIN
e - ° -

Ny

PREDICATE (A5d)

SUBJECT (ia&xali)
o~
S EsTi

NOMINATIVE CASE (g3533)

gt
S0
”®» -

NOMINATIVE CASE (g 395%)

( SIGN OF NOMINATIVE: Damma (*) ] [ SIGN OF NOMINATIVE: Damma/Tanwin (*) |

Both Subject and Predicate are in the Nominative Case (&,é};,),
typically marked by Damma or Tanwin.

Figure 5.1 Subject and predicate in nominative case
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5.1.2 Endings for singular, dual, and plural nouns

The nominative case endings differ depending on whether the noun is singular, dual, or plural.

e Singular nouns: usually end with - (damma). Example: el al-waladu, “the boy”).

e Dual nouns: end with -ani. Example: /s{al-waladani, “the two boys”).

e Sound masculine plural: end with -iina. Example: Js<leal{al-mu ‘allimiina, “the teachers”).

e Sound feminine plural: end with -gfun. Example: Elaea(al-mu ‘allimat(u), “the female

teachers”).

Fill in the blank: The nominative ending for dual nouns is

Noun Nominative Example Sentence
s Transliteration &
Category Marker ( 12 (Nominative noun
e s e 2, Translation
(a) €39 &) highlighted)
Al-kitabu jadidun. (The
Singular Damma (/) Qs 30z book is new.)
(254} (u/ un) sla Ja) i Ja’a rajulun hakimun. (A
wise man came.)
Broken e s e Al-awladu yal ‘abiina fi al-
Damma (</7) Y gY) Al 5 G sinly
Plural hadiqati. (The children are
playing in the park.)
e (u/un) a.ljc;lfi.ajﬂ
(sl £23)

-
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Noun Nominative Example Sentence
s Transliteration &
Category Marker ( 12 (Nominative noun
o2 g ex 2, Translation
(asl £4) &) highlighted)
Hadhihi kutubun
qayyimatun. (These are
valuable books.)
Al-mu ‘allimatu
Sound
, mukhlisatun. (The female
Feminine Damma (/<& PP
. Claleal Slialssg teachers are sincere.)
Plural <
. & sins Eilih G i Hadarat talibatun
((Suiall fis (atu / atun)
. kathiratun. (Many female
AlLLd) ,
students arrived.)
Dhahaba at-talibani ila al-
P madrasati. (The two
The letter Alif bl alllalf I
Dual L Students went to school.)
(o AL jaal]
(i) o Hadhani kitabani mufidani.
(ani) Jla LS 53uds

(These are two useful
books.)

-
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Noun Nominative Example Sentence
s Transliteration &
Category Marker ( 12 (Nominative noun
o2 g ex 2, Translation
(A £ &) highlighted)
Sound Al-muhandisiina bari iina.
Masculine The letter Waw Cslatigall 552 (The engineers are skilled.)
Plural (s
a5 G jiliaill ) Wasala al-musafiriina ila
( Prasi/ & (iina) thal] al-matari. (The travelers
L) arrived at the airport.)

Table 5.1 Nominative case endings for singular, dual, and plural nouns

5.1.3 Examples in subject andypredicate positions

The nominative case appears in both verbal sentences (as the subject of the verb) and nominal

sentences (as the subject and predicate).

Examples:

e Verbal sentence: (uul) cldall &iS(kataba al-talibu al-darsa, “The student wrote the lesson”).
Here, <&/is nominative as the subject.
e Nominal sentence: & alxal\(al-mu ‘allimu hadirun, “The teacher is present”). Here, both Aleo//

and _r=laare nominative.

Fill in the blank: In the sentence gt/ ¢llllf uiS the word <wlalis the of the verb.
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Arabic Sentence (Word in Nominative Casel Function Translation
LSS A3 (al-waladu) Subject The boy is intelligent.
RITENELN LS (al-kitabu) Subject The book is new.
An) Hsee i A (Allahu) Subject Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.
oMl ) Qi Ca bl (al-talibu) Subject of verbThe student goes to school.
Jiadll d aladl) alaill (al-mu‘allimu) Subject The teacher is in the classroom.
Ja5 1 J25 (rajulun) Predicate This is a man.

Box 5.1 Examples of nominative case in subject and predicate positions

Pilot Questions 5.1

1. What is the primary function of the nominative case in-Arabic?
Give the nominative ending for a singular noun.
Provide the nominative ending for dual nouns.

In the sentence _uals ile<l] which words are in the nominative case?

A

Why is the nominative case important. for identifying the subject in a sentence?

5.2 Accusative Case (al-Nasb)

The accusative case (al-Nasb). is one of the three primary cases in Arabic grammar. It is used to
mark the direct object of a verb, adverbials of time and place, and certain other grammatical
functions: The accusative case is typically indicated by the vowel ending -a (fatha) for singular
nouns, though endings vary for dual and plural forms. Mastering the accusative case is essential
because it helps you identify what action is being performed on, or when and where the action

occurs.
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5.2.1 Definition and functions of the accusative case

The accusative case is the grammatical form that shows the object of a verb or other elements

such as adverbials. For example:

o gl Glthal) U(qam ‘a al-talibu al-kitaba, “The student read the book™).

Here, «Li&lis accusative as the direct object of the verb.

Fill in the blank: In the sentence <L qulthalf /3 the word <L<fs the of the verb.

Arabic Verbal Sentence Structure:
Object in Accusative Case.

SUBIJECT (Jslalt) OBIJECT (< Jg=a0ll)
[Nominative] [Accusative]

38 H Z I -[ijuujn

VERB (J=aJ1)

Accusative

marker
(Fatha)

Figure 5.2 Subject and object in accusative case

5.2.2 Endings for singular, dual, and plural nouns

The accusative case endings differ depending on whether the noun is singular, dual, or plural.

o Singular nouns: usually end with -a (fatha). Example: #fal-walada, “the boy”).
e Dual nouns: end with -ayni. Example: ¢wis{al-waladayni, “the two boys”).
e  Sound masculine plural: end with -ina. Example: ceaea(al-mu ‘allimina, “the teachers™).

e Sound feminine plural: end with -atin. Example: <lalead(al-mu allimati, “the female teachers”).

Fill in the blank: The accusative ending for sound masculine plural nouns is

-
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Number Case Ending \Arabic Translation
\Example
Singular (244 -/ (fatha / tanwin A5l &l “I saw the boy.”
Jath)
Dual (9 O il 5ll il “I saw the two boys.”
Masculine Plural ( _Sie gea o Craledl] &l “I saw the teachers.”
oLy
Feminine Plural ( <si3e pas <L L EaT “I saw the female
pN/w) students.”
Broken Plural (s«Si gas) |Z/=(same as singular)| <&l &l “I'saw the books.”

Table 5.2 Accusative case endings for singular, dual, and plural nouns

5.2.3 Examples in objects and adverbials

The accusative case appears in both direct objects and adverbials of time and place.
Examples:

o Direct object! GUall & Si(akramtu al-taliba, “1 honoured the student”).
o _Adverbial of time: 4xea ass & Alu(safartu yawma al-jum ‘ati, “I travelled on Friday”).
¢ Adverbial of place: <) el &uida(jalastu amama al-bayti, “1 sat in front of the house”).

Fill in the blank: In the sentence 4eaal/ 3 g & dlu the word 4 sis in the case.

Caption: Box 5.2 Examples of accusative case in objects and adverbials
Short description: Box summarising examples of accusative case usage in direct objects and

adverbials with translations.
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Sample Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising examples of accusative case usage in

’

Arabic sentences with translations.’

Search string: “Arabic grammar accusative case objects adverbials examples OER”

Pilot Questions 5.2

1. What is the primary function of the accusative case in Arabic?
Give the accusative ending for a singular noun.
Provide the accusative ending for dual nouns.

In the sentence bl cie S] which word is in the accusative case?

A I

Why is the accusative case important for identifying the object of a verb?

5.3 Genitive Case (al-Jarr)

The genitive case (al-Jarr) is the grammatical form used in Arabic to mark nouns that follow
prepositions or appear in possessive constructions. It is typically indicated by the vowel ending -i
(kasra) for singular nouns, though endings vary for dual and plural forms. Understanding the
genitive case is crucial because it shows relationships between words, such as ownership or

location, and helps you interpret prepositional phrases accurately.

5.3.1 Pefinition and/functions of the genitive case

The genitive case marks nouns governed by prepositions or those that form part of an idafa

(possessive construction). For example:

o <) A(fi al-bayti, “in the house™). Here, <uwfs genitive because it follows the preposition 4
o Ul QUS(kitabu al-talibi, “the student’s book™). Here, <«blis genitive because it is the second

term in a possessive construction.

Fill in the blank: In the phrase b/ CUS the word «/hlis in the case.
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Arabic Genitive Case: Prepositional Phrases & Possessive Constructions (33d! iil.-s.)

1. Prepositional Phrase (3933all3 35J1) 2. Possessive Construction (&5L531)

.....

Possessed Noun (éb&i)

.....

Possessor Noun (! Blas - Genitive)

U

Translates to: "in the house". The preposition forces the following Translates to: “the student's book”. The possessor noun is
noun into the genitive case. always in the genitive case.

[ |

CONCLUSION: The Genitive Case (35d! dls)

Both structures require the final noun to be in the Genitive Case, typically
marked with a Kasra (./-) or a specific letter (like "Ya' in dual/plural).

&4l L& (on the desk)
a4l 83l (the manager's car)

Figure 5.3 Examples of genitive case in Arabic

5.3.2 Endings for singular, dual,.and plural nouns

The genitive case endings differ depending on whether the noun is singular, dual, or plural.

e Singular nouns: usually end with -i (kasra). Example: 2s/(al-waladi, “of the boy”).

e Dual nouns: end with -ayni. Example: cxUs/(al-waladayni, “of the two boys”™).

¢ Sound masculine plural; end with -ina. Example: crele<l(al-mu ‘allimina, “of the teachers”).
e Sound feminine plural: end with -arin. Example: <leleal(al-mu ‘allimati, “of the female

teachers”).

Fill in the blank: The genitive ending for singular nouns is usually

Number Case Ending \Arabic Example Translation
Singular (<) L/ - (kasra / tanwin kasr)lsl &) 5a “I passed by the boy.”
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Dual (i) o ol & “I passed by the two boys.”
Masculine Plural (alls JS3e gen)in el e &bl [T greeted the teachers.”
Feminine Plural (alls Cige aas) (0l il e &l T greeted the female students.”
Broken Plural (UsS3 o) - /- (same as singular) I &y a “I passed by the books.”

Table 5.3 Genitive case endings for singular, dual, and plural nouns

5.3.3 Examples in prepositional phrases and possessive constructions

The genitive case is most commonly seen in prepositional phrases and possessive

constructions.
Examples:

o Prepositional phrase: 3wl & Ewda(jalastu fi al-masjidi, “1 sat in the mosque”).

o Possessive construction: alxal) a8 galamu al-mu allimi, ‘the teacher’s pen”).

Fill in the blank: In the sentence 2awal/ 4 uiuls the word 2swis governed by the

Arabic Word in Genitive Function Translation
Sentence Case
A5l &5 A 3ll (alswaladi) Object of preposition “I passed by the boy.”
I IEICR:S 83l (al-daftarT) Object of preposition “I wrote in the notebook.”
Ahdl) e &all C LR (al-mu‘allimi)  [Object of preposition “I greeted the teacher.”
allall CESH) k) (al-talibi) Object of preposition “The book belongs to the
student.”
JaSN & a5 (al-rajuli) Genitive in idafa (construct “The house of the man.”
phrase)

AR &y ) (al-kutubi) Object of preposition “T passed by the books.”

Box 5.3 Examples of genitive case in prepositional phrases and possessive constructions
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Pilot Questions 5.3

1. What is the primary function of the genitive case in Arabic?
Give the genitive ending for a singular noun.
Provide the genitive ending for dual nouns.

In the phrase 2=/ 2 which word is in the genitive case?

woRe W

Why is the genitive case important in prepositional phrases and possessive constructions?

5.4 Integrative Applications

This Part brings together the three major Arabic cases—nominative (raf’), accusative (nasb),
and genitive (jarr)—to show how they interact in authentic sentences. By analysing examples
and practising sentence construction, you will learn how case endings work together to clarify

meaning and grammatical relationships.

5.4.1 Analysing sentences with mixed case endings

Arabic sentences often contain words in different cases, each serving a distinct grammatical role.

For example:

o sl b L M) QMUY CS(kataba al-talibu al-darsa fi al-kitabi, “The student wrote the lesson in
the book™).
Here, <J/blis nominative as the subject, Jw2is accusative as the object, and —Ll<fs genitive

because it follows the preposition (4

Fill in the blank: In the sentence above, the word «_ ks in the case.

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



ARABIC GRAMMATICAL CASES: NOMINATIVE, ACCUSATIVE, & GENITIVE (ulj&?l)
e O $ > ° ‘? - o~ 5] = S
iLMJu\Aj‘ 2 39;4.” u\.‘is g_,.l\.b.” B Pl

) l L
\ NS

s N s P i ~N

NOMINATIVE CASE (g 9334)1) ACCUSATIVE CASE (wg:iall) GENITIVE CASE (53354)1)

) ey 325340) 53

Possessor (48L3)) or after a
Preposition (35 <355).
Marked by Kasra (—)

\ J/ " i N J

Subject of the verb (Js®). Direct Object (4 Jgiis).
Marked by Damma (<) Marked by Fatha (<)

Each case indicates the word's grammatical function within the sentence.

Figure 5.4 Sentence analysis with mixed case endings

5.4.2 Practising 1'rab with authentic texts

I'rab refers to the system of case endings in Arabic that indicate the grammatical role of words.
Practising i‘rab with authentic texts such as Qur’anic verses or literary passages helps you see

how case endings function in real contexts.

Example from Qur’an:
Ay Hods A Z'J!(inna Allaha ghafurun rahimun, “Indeed, Allah is Forgiving, Merciful”).

Here, s accusative because it follows J/, while _isiand A=_are nominative as predicates.

Fill in the blank: In the Qur’anic example, the word 4¥sinthe  case.

Case EndingArabic Example Source Translation
Nominative (g <) f /2 s 9 & Qur’an 2:173 “Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.”
Accusative (s /- Las) 15588 A0 () |Qur’an 4:25 “Indeed, Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.”]
Genitive (Uso>=) /- A Jac 8 Qur’an 2:190 “In the way of Allah.”
Nominative (g %)t Caes Sail) Classical poetry [‘Poetry is beautiful.”
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Accusative («saia)

,o‘::.n :._‘%“

Classical literature

“I love poetry.”

Genitive (Lsoa)

el () g

Classical literature

“The collection of poetry.”

Table 5.4 Examples of i vab in authentic Arabic texts

5.4.3 Exercises for constructing sentences across cases

To consolidate your learning, it is important to practise constructing sentences that combine

nominative, accusative, and genitive cases. This will help you internalise case usage and prepare

you for authentic communication.

Example exercise:

with a genitive phrase.
Sample answer: e sl (& QUSY AeaV 18(gara’a al-muallimu al-kitaba fi al-madrasa, “The

teacher read the book in the school’).

Write a sentence that begins with a nominative subject, includes an accusative object, and ends

Fill in the blank: In the exercise above, the word Alz</is an example of the case.
Arabic  |Nominative Case] Accusative Case Genitive Case Translation
Sentence
&) Cax Mgl M5 (al-waladu) — fes 53 (al-madrasata) — [— “The boy goes to
Al subject object of verb of motion school.”
a8 Gl OK1ICU (al-talibu) — s (al-tuffahata) — 85 (al-ghurfati) — [“The student ate the
a8l 4 subject direct object object of preposition |apple in the room.”
A LI e CIEH LK) (al-kitabu) —|0iadll (al-fasla) — direct [ sdal (al-tawilati) — [“The book is on the table
Jtail & subject object object of preposition |and I read the chapter.”
Oiiasall Caad &)l (Allahu) — Crie 54l (al-mu’minina) —plus (sabilihi) — “Allah loves the
Al & subject direct object genitive in idafa believers in His way.”
G Al ela-d\ ela-d\ (al- 53 (al-darsa) — direct WA (al-talibi) — “The teacher teaches the
t—d‘-kﬂ mu ‘allimu) — object object of preposition |lesson to the student.”
subject
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Box 5.4 Practice sentences combining nominative, accusative, and genitive cases

Pilot Questions 5.4

1. How can mixed case endings in a sentence enhance meaning in Arabic?
Give one example of a Qur’anic passage that shows i°rab clearly.
Construct a sentence that combines nominative, accusative, and genitive cases.

Why are case endings important in Arabic storytelling and formal texts?

A

What role does the genitive case play when used alongside nominative and accusative cases?

Series Summary

This Series has focused on the study of word case endings in Arabic sentences, an essential
aspect of grammar known as i 7@b. Its purpose has been to help you recognise how nominative,
accusative, and genitive endings clarify the grammatical roles of words, ensuring accurate
interpretation and construction of sentences. By working through the different Parts, you have
seen how subjects, objects, and prepositional phrases are marked, and how these endings interact

to create meaning in authentic texts.

We began with'the nominative case, examining its functions in subjects and predicates, then
moved to the accusative case, which marks objects and adverbials. Following that, we studied
the genitive case, exploring its role in prepositional phrases and possessive constructions.
Finally, we brought these elements together in integrative applications, analysing sentences
with mixed case endings and practising sentence construction. In line with the Series Learning
Outcomes, you should now be able to define each case, demonstrate their endings across
singular, dual, and plural forms, apply them in authentic contexts, analyse examples from
Qur’anic and literary texts, and construct sentences that accurately combine nominative,

accusative, and genitive cases.
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Glossary of Terms

Accusative case (al-Nasb)
The grammatical form in Arabic that marks the direct object of a verb, as well as adverbials of

time and place. It is usually indicated by the vowel ending -a (fatha) for singular nouns.

Adverbial
A word or phrase that provides extra information about the time, place, or manner of an action.

In Arabic, adverbials are often marked with the accusative case.

Case ending (i'rab)
The short vowel or suffix at the end of a word in Arabic that shows its grammatical role in a

sentence, such as subject, object, or noun governed by a preposition.

Dual form
A grammatical form used in Arabic to ‘indicate exactly two of something. Dual nouns have
distinct endings depending on their case, such as -ani in the nominative and -ayni in the

accusative and genitive.

Genitive case (al-Jarr)
The grammatical form in Arabic that marks nouns following prepositions or appearing in

possessive constructions. It is usually indicated by the vowel ending -i (kasra) for singular nouns.

I'rab
The system of case endings in Arabic that shows the grammatical role of words in a sentence. It

includes nominative,accusative, and genitive cases.

Nominative case (al-Raf")
The grammatical form in Arabic that marks the subject of a verb or the predicate in a nominal

sentence. It is usually indicated by the vowel ending -u (damma) for singular nouns.

Nominal sentence
A sentence in Arabic that begins with a noun rather than a verb. Both the subject and predicate in

a nominal sentence are typically in the nominative case.
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Object
The word in a sentence that receives the action of the verb. In Arabic, objects are marked with

the accusative case.

Possessive construction (idafa)
A grammatical structure in Arabic that shows ownership or association between two nouns. The

second noun in an idafa is always in the genitive case.

Prepositional phrase

A phrase that begins with a preposition and is followed by a noun in the genitive case, such as (4
<wl(“in the house™).

Subject
The word in a sentence that performs the action of the verb or is described by the predicate. In

Arabic, subjects are marked with the nominative case.

Verb root
The basic set of consonants, usually three, from which Arabic verbs and many nouns are formed.

It provides the core meaning of the word.

Concept Check Questions [Series 5]
Objective Questions

1. / Identify the typical vowel ending for singular nouns in the nominative case. (Linked to SLO 5.2)
State the accusative ending for dual nouns. (Linked to SLO 5.5)
Recognise the case used for nouns following prepositions. (Linked to SLO 5.7)

Define the grammatical role of the nominative case in a nominal sentence. (Linked to SLO 5.1)

M ol

Identify the case ending for sound masculine plural nouns in the genitive case. (Linked to SLO

5.8)

Short-Answer Questions

6. Explain how the accusative case is applied to adverbials of time and place. (Linked to SLO
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5.6)

7. Describe the difference between nominative and accusative case endings for singular nouns.
(Linked to SLO 5.2, SLO 5.5)

8. Illustrate with an example how the genitive case functions in a possessive construction (idafa).
(Linked to SLO 5.9)

9. Demonstrate how mixed case endings clarify meaning in a sentence. (Linked to SLO 5.10)

10. Analyse why case endings are essential for accurate sentence interpretation in Arabic.

(Linked to SLO 5.10)

Long-Answer Questions

11. Analyse the formation of nominative case endings and explain their functions in subjects and
predicates. (Linked to SLO 5.1, SLO 5.3)

12. Evaluate the role of the accusative case in marking-ebjects and adverbials, with examples.
(Linked to SLO 5.4, SLO 5.6)

13. Assess the importance of the genitive case in prepositional phrases and possessive
constructions. (Linked to SLO 5.7, SLO 5.9)

14. Construct and evaluate a sentence that combines nominative, accusative, and genitive cases,

explaining the effect of case endings. (Linked to SLO 5.10, SLO 5.11)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5]
Objective Questions

1./ -u (damma).
-ayni.
Genitive case.

It marks the subject or predicate.

M 4l

-ina.

Short-Answer Questions
6. Adverbials of time and place take the accusative case to show when or where an action occurs,
e.g. 4zanl/s o & ily(“] travelled on Friday™).

-
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7. Nominative singular nouns end with -u (damma), while accusative singular nouns end with -a
(fatha).

8. Example: b/ JLg“the student’s book™), where «lhlis genitive.

9. Mixed case endings show grammatical roles clearly, e.g. U</ 4wl Cdlhl) Ciq““The
student wrote the lesson in the book™).

10. Case endings prevent ambiguity by showing whether a word is subject, object, or governed

by a preposition.
Long-Answer Questions

11. Basic response: Nominative endings mark subjects and predicates, €.g: d¢iao CuLLJ/
Value-added response: Outstanding learners may note how nominative endings differ in
dual (-ani) and plural (-iina/-atun) forms, and how they are used in Qur’anic verses to
emphasise subjects.

12. Basic response: Accusative endings mark objects and adverbials, e.g. <GSl Culh)/ [
Value-added response: Advanced learners may discuss how particles like JAlso trigger
the accusative, and how adverbials enrich sentence meaning by specifying time and
place.

13. Basic response: Genitive endings mark nouns after prepositions or in possessive
constructions, e.g. <x/ 4 aleal/ 2
Value-added response: Outstanding learners may highlight how the genitive case
creates cohesion in complex sentences and is central to stylistic features in Arabic
literature.

14. Basic response: Bxample: 4w el 4 L€ ileal/ [ {“The teacher read the book in the
school”). Nominative marks the subject, accusative marks the object, and genitive marks
the prepositional phrase.

Value-added response: Advanced learners may analyse how combining cases
demonstrates syntactic precision, and how 1'rab reflects the richness of Arabic grammar

by linking words seamlessly.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5]
Part 5.1 Nominative case (al-Raf")

e Predicate.
o -ani.
o &l L] [ald

e To mark subjects and predicates in sentences.

Part 5.2 Accusative case (al-Nasb)

e Object.

e -a (fatha).
e -ayni.

o b

¢ To mark the object of a verb and adverbials of time and place.
Part 5.3 Genitive case (al-Jarr)

e Genitive.
e -i(kasra).
e -ayni.
o ald

¢ To marknouns followingprepositions or in possessive constructions.
Part 5.4 Integrative applications

o They clarify grammatical roles and enhance meaning.

o Ay sdE A )

o el b oS dleadl [

o . They prevent ambiguity and show precise relationships between words.

e It marks nouns governed by prepositions or ownership, complementing nominative and

accusative roles.
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General References
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Illustrations

o Figure 5.1 Subject and predicate in nominative case
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing an Arabic nominal sentence with
subject and predicate marked in nominative case.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “‘Arabic. grammar nominative case subject predicate
diagram OER”.
o Table 5.1 Nominative caseendings for singular, dual, and plural nouns
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table showing nominative case endings for singular, dual,
and plural Arabic nouns with examples.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o | Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar nominative case endings table OER”.
e Box 5.1 Examples of nominative case in subject and predicate positions
o . Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box summarising examples of nominative case
usage in Arabic sentences with translations.”
o. Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar nominative case subject predicate
examples OER”.
o Figure 5.2 Subject and object in accusative case
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing an Arabic verbal sentence with the

object marked in accusative case.”
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o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.

o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar accusative case object diagram OER”.

Table 5.2 Accusative case endings for singular, dual, and plural nouns
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table showing accusative case endings for singular, dual,
and plural Arabic nouns with examples.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.

o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar accusative case endings table OER”.

Box 5.2 Examples of accusative case in objects and adverbials
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box summarising examples of accusative case
usage in Arabic sentences with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar accusative case objects adverbials

examples OER”.

Figure 5.3 Examples of genitive case in Arabic
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing Arabic prepositional phrases and
possessive constructions with-nouns marked in genitive case.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.

o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar genitive case prepositional possessive
diagram OER”.

Table 5.3 Genitive case endings for singular, dual, and plural nouns
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table showing genitive case endings for singular, dual,
and plural Arabic nouns with examples.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.

o | Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar genitive case endings table OER”.

Box 5.3 Examples of genitive case in prepositional phrases and possessive constructions
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box summarising examples of genitive case usage
in Arabic sentences with translations.”
o. Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar genitive case prepositional possessive

examples OER”.

Figure 5.4 Sentence analysis with mixed case endings

o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing an Arabic sentence with nominative,

accusative, and genitive words highlighted.”
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o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar mixed case endings sentence diagram
OER”.
o Table 5.4 Examples of i rab in authentic Arabic texts
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table showing examples of Arabic case endings (i°rab) in
Qur’an and literature with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar i‘rab examples Qur’an literature OER”.
e Box 5.4 Practice sentences combining nominative, accusative, and genitive cases
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box summarising practice sentences combining
nominative, accusative, and genitive cases with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar practice sentences nominative accusative

genitive OER”.

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



