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Series 1 Evolution of Arabic Grammar

Schools

Part 1: Origins and Foundations of Arabic Grammar Schools
Sub-Part 1.1: Early development of grammar in Kufa
Sub-Part 1.2: Contributions of Basra to grammatical thought

Part 2: Expansion and Consolidation of Grammar Schools
Sub-Part 2.1: Baghdad as a centre of synthesis
Sub-Part 2.2: The Egyptian tradition in grammar
Sub-Part 2.3: The Andalusian contribution to Arabic grammar

Part 3: Comparative Features and Legacy of Grammar Schools
Sub-Part3.1: Distinctive methodologies of each school

Sub-Part 3.2: Influence on later Arabic grammatical studies

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



Introduction

Arabic grammar has a long and distinguished history, shaped by the intellectual traditions of
different regions and schools. These schools did not merely preserve linguistic rules, they
actively debated, refined, and transmitted them across generations. Understanding their evolution
is essential because it provides the foundation upon which modern critical approaches.to
grammar are built. By tracing the journey of grammar schools from their origins to their later
influence, learners gain insight into how Arabic grammar developed into‘a structured discipline

that continues to inform scholarship today.

The aim of this Series is to guide you through the historical development of Arabic grammar
schools and to enable you to analyse their contributions, compare their methodologies, and

evaluate their lasting impact on the study of grammar.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the origins and foundations of grammar schools,
beginning with Kufa and Basra. Next, we will examine the expansion and consolidation of
grammatical thought in Baghdad, Egypt, and Andalus. Following that, we will consider the
distinctive methodologies of each school and how they shaped later studies. Finally, we will
conclude by reflecting on the legacy of these schools and their enduring relevance to Arabic

grammar.

Series L.earning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

¢  SLO 1.1 define the origins and foundations of Arabic grammar schools, with particular reference
to Kufa and Basra,

¢ SLO 1.2 explain the expansion and consolidation of grammatical traditions in Baghdad, Egypt,
and Andalus,

¢ SLO 1.3 analyse the distinctive methodologies employed by different grammar schools,

-

a-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



e SLO 1.4 evaluate the legacy and long-term influence of these schools on subsequent Arabic

grammatical studies,

e SLO 1.5 distinguish between the contributions of individual regions to the overall development

of Arabic grammar,

e SLO 1.6 illustrate how the historical evolution of grammar schools provides context for modern

critical approaches to Arabic grammar.

1.1 Origins And Foundations Of Arabic Grammar Schogls

1.1.1 Early development of grammar in Kufa

The Kufa school emerged as one of the earliest centres of Arabic grammatical thought. The term
grammar school refers to a scholarly tradition where rules of the Arabic language were
systematically studied, codified, and debated. Kufa was known for its reliance on oral traditions
and the preservation of Bedouin speech, which was considered pure and authentic. Scholars in

Kufa emphasised the importance of linguistic evidence drawn from poetry and everyday speech.

Fill in the blank: The Kufa school relied heavily on as a source of grammatical

evidence.

-
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Figure 1.1 Map of Kufa as an-early centre of Arabic grammar.

1.1.2 Contributions of Basrato grammatical thought

The Basra school developed in parallel with Kufa but adopted a more analytical and rational
approach. The scholars of Basra placed emphasis on logical reasoning and consistency in
grammatical rules. They often debated with Kufan scholars, leading to rich intellectual
exchanges that shaped the discipline. Basra’s contribution included the refinement of

grammatical categoriesand the establishment of principles that influenced later schools.

Fill in the blank: The Basra school emphasised and consistency in grammatical

rules:

Contribution Area | Key Achievements

Foundational Abu al-Aswad al-Du’ali introduced diacritical marks to preserve

Work Qur’anic recitation.

-
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Systematization Abdullah ibn Abi Ishaq emphasized analogy (qiyas) and logical

consistency in grammar.

Intellectual Basra vs. Kufa schools: Basra favored strict rules, Kufa leaned on usage
Rivalry and exceptions.
Canonization Sibawayh’s Kitab, influenced by Basra, became the authoritative text of

Arabic grammar.

Legacy Established rigorous standards that shaped Classical Arabic and

ensured linguistic precision.

Box 1.1 Key contributions of the Basra school

Pilot questions 1.1

1. Which school relied heavily on oral traditions and Bedouin speech?
What was the primary methodological focus of the Basra school?
Name one type of evidence used. by Kufan scholars in their grammatical studies.

Which school emphasised logical reasoning in grammar?

a > » N

How did the debates between Kufa and Basra contribute to Arabic grammar?

1.2 Expansion And Consolidation Of Grammar Schools

1.2.1 Baghdad as a gentre of synthesis

The Baghdad school emerged as a significant centre where the traditions of Kufa and Basra
were brought together. The term synthesis refers to the process of combining different
approaches into a unified framework. Scholars in Baghdad sought to reconcile the differences
between the two earlier schools, creating a more balanced and comprehensive grammatical
system. This synthesis allowed for greater acceptance and application of grammar across diverse

regions.
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Fill in the blank: The Baghdad school is often described as a centre of between

Kufa and Basra.
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Figure 1.2 Baghdad as a centre of grammatical synthesis.

1.2.2 The Egyptian tradition in grammar

The Egyptian school contributed to the consolidation of Arabic grammar by emphasising clarity
and accessibility. Scholars in Egypt worked to simplify complex grammatical rules, making them
easier for learners to apply. This tradition helped spread grammatical knowledge beyond

scholarly circles and into broader educational contexts.

Fill in the blank: The Egyptian school focused on making grammar more for

learners.
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Plate 1.1 Egyptian scholars teaching Arabic grammar.

1.2.3 The Andalusian contributionte Arabic grammar

The Andalusian school developed in Muslim Spain and brought unique perspectives to Arabic
grammar. The term Andalusian contribution refers to innovations and refinements introduced
by scholars in this region. They integrated local linguistic influences and produced works that

enriched the grammatical tradition. The Andalusian school is remembered for its creativity and

for extending the reach of Arabic grammar into Western Islamic lands.

Fill‘in the blank: The Andalusian school is noted for its and integration of local

linguistic influences.

Feature Area Key Contributions
Integration of Andalusian grammarians incorporated local spoken varieties,
Dialects enriching grammar with regional expressions.
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Poetic Influence Strong link between grammar and poetry, rules were adapted to

support Andalusian literary creativity.

Simplification Emphasis on clarity and accessibility, making grammar easier for

students and non-specialists.

Transmission of Served as a bridge between Eastern Arabic scholarship and Western
Knowledge Islamic lands, spreading Basran and Kufan traditions.
Innovation Developed commentaries and glosses on classical texts, adding new

interpretations and pedagogical methods.

Legacy Influenced later European linguistic thought through translations and

contact with Latin scholars.

Box 1.2 Key features of the Andalusian contribution

Pilot questions 1.2

1. Which school acted as a centre.of synthesis between Kufa and Basra?
What was the main focus of the Egyptian tradition in grammar?
Which region contributed creativity and local linguistic influences to Arabic grammar?

How did the Baghdad school reconcile differences between earlier traditions?

o > ® N

Why is the Andalusian school considered significant in the history of Arabic grammar?

1.3 Comparative Features And Legacy Of Grammar Schools

1.3.1 Distinctive methodologies of each school

Each grammar school developed its own methodology, meaning a structured approach to
studying and applying grammatical rules. The Kufan methodology relied heavily on oral
traditions and poetic evidence, while the Basran methodology emphasised logical reasoning and

systematic categorisation. Baghdad’s methodology was characterised by synthesis, combining
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elements of both Kufa and Basra. Egyptian scholars focused on accessibility, simplifying

grammar for learners, whereas Andalusian scholars introduced creativity and regional influences.

Fill in the blank: The Basran methodology emphasised and systematic
categorisation.
Grammar Methodology & Approach Distinctive Features
School
Basra Emphasis on analogy (qiyds) Highly systematic, focused on preserving
and strict logical rules. Qur’anic accuracy, produced Sibawayh’s
Kitab.
Kufa Relied on usage and exceptions Moreflexible, descriptive of linguistic

drawn from poetry and dialects. | diversity; valued practical speech patterns.

Baghdad | Synthesized Basran and Kufan | Mediating school,; pragmatic blend of strict

approaches, seekingbalance: rules and real-world usage.
Egypt Focused on pedagogy and Simplified explanations, strong emphasis on
accessibility, adapting grammar clarity for students and non-specialists.
for teaching.
Andalus Integrated local dialects and Creative, literary-driven, transmitted Arabic
poetic traditions into grammar. grammar to Europe through translations

and commentaries.

Table 1.1 Comparative methodologies of grammar schools

1:3.2 Influence on later Arabic grammatical studies

The legacy of these grammar schools lies in their enduring influence on subsequent scholarship.
Later grammarians drew upon the foundations laid by Kufa and Basra, while Baghdad’s
synthesis provided a balanced framework for future studies. Egyptian simplifications made

grammar more widely accessible, and Andalusian creativity enriched the tradition with new

-
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perspectives. Collectively, these schools ensured that Arabic grammar remained a dynamic and

evolving discipline.

Fill in the blank: The Egyptian tradition made grammar more widely to learners and

scholars.

Influence of Five Centers on Later
Arabic Grammatical Studies

(A Historical Diagram)

?

= (7th-9th c. AD)

— ..
- Foundational Rules

"~ KUFA
(7th-9th c. AD) %

- Alternative Interpretations

Early
Development

BAGHDAD
(8th-13th c. AD)

ANDALUS
(10th-15th c. AD)
- Innovation & Commentary /'

(9th-15th c. AD)
'\ - Preservation & Elaboration

LATER ARABIC GRAMMATICAL STUDIES & SYNTHESIS
(13th c. onwards)
- Integrated System & Global Impact

" Key Influences: Sibawayh, al-Farra, Ibn Jinni, Ibn Malik.

Figure 1:3 Legacy of grammar schools in Arabic grammatical studies.

Pilot/questions 1.3

1. Which school relied on oral traditions and poetic evidence?

2. | What was the main methodological focus of the Basran school?

3. How did Baghdad contribute to the development of grammar methodologies?
4. Which school simplified grammar for learners?
5

Why is the Andalusian school remembered in the history of Arabic grammar?
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Series summary

This Series has guided you through the historical development of Arabic grammar schools,
showing how their foundations and evolution shaped the discipline. The purpose was to highlight
the relevance of these schools to the study of grammar today, and to provide you with a clear

understanding of their contributions and legacy.

We began by examining the origins of grammar in Kufa and Basra, then moved on to the
expansion and consolidation of grammatical traditions in Baghdad, Egypt, and Andalus. Finally,
we explored the distinctive methodologies of each school and their lasting influence on later
studies. By completing this Series, you should now be able to define the origins of grammar
schools, explain their expansion, analyse their methodologies, evaluate their legacy, distinguish
regional contributions, and illustrate how their evolution provides context for modern

approaches, as outlined in the Series Learning Outcomes.

Glossary of terms

e Andalusian contribution: Refers to the innovations and refinements introduced by
scholars in Muslim Spain, who integrated local linguistic influences and enriched Arabic
grammar with creativity and new perspectives.

o Baghdad school: A centre of synthesis where scholars combined the traditions of Kufa
and Basra into a balanced and comprehensive grammatical framework.

o Basra school: A school of Arabic grammar known for its analytical and rational
approach, emphasising logical reasoning and consistency in grammatical rules.

o Egyptian tradition: A grammatical tradition that focused on clarity and accessibility,
simplifying complex rules to make them easier for learners to apply.

e Grammar school: A scholarly tradition or centre where Arabic language rules were

systematically studied, codified, and debated.

-
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o Kufa school: One of the earliest centres of Arabic grammar, noted for its reliance on oral
traditions and Bedouin speech, which were considered pure sources of linguistic
evidence.

e Methodology: A structured approach or system of principles used by grammar schools to
study and apply grammatical rules.

o Synthesis: The process of combining different approaches into a unified framework, as

seen in the Baghdad school’s reconciliation of Kufan and Basran traditions.
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Concept check questions [Series 1]

Objective questions

1. Which grammar school relied heavily on oral traditions and Bedouin speech? (Linked to SLO

1.1)

2. The Basra school emphasised logical reasoning and in grammatical rules. (Linked to
SLO 1.1)

3. Which school acted as a centre of synthesis between Kufa and Basra? (Linked to SLO 1.2)

4. The Egyptian tradition focused on making grammar more for learners. (Linked to
SLO 1.2)

5. Which school is remembered for creativity and integrating local linguistic influences? (Linked to

SLO 1.2)

Short-answer questions

6. Define the term grammar school as.used in the context of Arabic grammatical traditions.
(Linked to SLO 1.1)

7. Explain one distinctive methodological feature of the Basra school. (Linked to SLO 1.3)

8. Identify one way in which the Egyptian tradition contributed to the accessibility of grammar.
(Linked to SLO 1.2)

9. Analyse how the debates between Kufa and Basra enriched Arabic grammar. (Linked to SLO 1.3)

10. Evaluate the legacy of the Andalusian school in shaping later Arabic grammatical studies.

(Linked to SLO 1.4)

Long-answer questions

11. Compare the methodologies of Kufa and Basra, highlighting their differences and similarities.
(Linked to SLO 1.3)

12. Discuss the role of Baghdad as a centre of synthesis and explain how this influenced later
grammatical studies. (Linked to SLO 1.2, SLO 1.4)

13. Assess the collective legacy of Kufa, Basra, Baghdad, Egypt, and Andalus in the evolution of
Arabic grammar. (Linked to SLO 1.4, SLO 1.6)
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Answers to concept check questions [Series 1]

Objective questions

1. Kufa school.

2. Consistency.

3. Baghdad school.

4. Accessible.

5. Andalusian school.

Short-answer questions

6. A grammar school is a scholarly tradition or centre where Arabic language rules were
systematically studied, codified, and debated.

7. The Basra school emphasised logical reasoning, applying systematic categorisation to
grammatical rules.

8. Egyptian scholars simplified complex rules, making grammar easier for learners to apply in
practice.

9. The debates between Kufa and Basra created intellectual exchanges that refined grammatical
categories and strengthened the'discipline.

10. The Andalusian school introduced ereativity and regional influences, enriching Arabic grammar

and extending its reach into Western Islamic lands.

Long-answer questions

11. Basic response: Kufa relied on oral traditions and poetic evidence, while Basra emphasised
logical reasoning and systematic categorisation.
Value-added response: While their approaches differed, both schools contributed complementary
perspectives. Kufa preserved authentic linguistic usage, whereas Basra ensured analytical rigour.
Together, they laid the groundwork for synthesis in Baghdad.

12, Basic response: Baghdad reconciled the differences between Kufa and Basra, creating a balanced
grammatical framework.
Value-added response: This synthesis not only unified earlier traditions but also provided a model
for later scholars, ensuring Arabic grammar remained adaptable and widely accepted across

regions.
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13. Basic response: Collectively, the schools established foundations, expanded traditions, and
influenced later studies.
Value-added response: Their legacy lies in shaping Arabic grammar as a dynamic discipline.
Kufa and Basra provided contrasting foundations, Baghdad unified them, Egypt simplified
grammar for learners, and Andalus enriched it with creativity. Together, they ensured the

discipline’s survival and relevance across centuries.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1]

Part 1: Origins and Foundations of Arabic Grammar Schools

1. Kufa school.
Logical reasoning and consistency.
Oral traditions and poetry.

Basra school.

A

Through intellectual debates that refined grammatical categories and strengthened the discipline.

Part 2: Expansion and Consolidation of Grammar Schools

1. Baghdad school.
Simplification and accessibility.
Andalusian school.

By reconciling the differences between Kufa and Basra.

A I

For creativity and integration of local linguistic influences.

Part 3: Comparative Features and Legacy of Grammar Schools

1. Kufa school.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Logical reasoning and‘Systematic categorisation.
By synthesising the traditions of Kufa and Basra.
Egyptian school.

For creativity, regional influences, and enriching Arabic grammar.
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References and Attributions [Series 1]

Primary sources and course references

e Ibrahim Mustafa. Thya’ an-Nahw. Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif.
e Makhziimi. an-Nahw al- ‘Arabi: Nagdun wa-Tawjithun. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya.
e Ibn Madha. Ar-Radd ‘ala al-Nuhdat. Cairo: Dar al-Ma“arif.

Illustration placeholders and attributions

Figure 1.1 Map of Kufa as an early centre of Arabic grammar
o Suggested Al prompt: "Generate a historical map highlighting Kufa in early Islamic
civilisation, showing its role as a grammar centre."
o Search string: "Map of Kufa early Islamic civilisation OER".
e Box 1.1 Key contributions of the Basra school
o Suggested Al prompt: "Create@ text box summarising the key contributions of the Basra
school to Arabic grammar."
o Search string: "Basra school Arabic grammar contributions OER".
e Figure 1.2 Baghdad as a centre of grammatical synthesis
o Suggested Al prompt: "Create a diagram showing how Baghdad synthesised the
grammatical traditions of Kufa and Basra."
o Search string: "Baghdad synthesis of Kufa and Basra grammar OER".
o Plate 1.1 Egyptian scholars teaching Arabic grammar
o Suggested Al prompt: "Generate an artistic illustration of Egyptian scholars teaching
Arabic grammar-in a classroom setting."
o ' Search string: "Egyptian scholars Arabic grammar teaching OER".
e ( Box 1.2 Keyfeatures of the Andalusian contribution
o Suggested Al prompt: "Create a text box summarising the key features of the Andalusian
contribution to Arabic grammar."
o Search string: "Andalusian school Arabic grammar contributions OER".
e | Table 1.1 Comparative methodologies of grammar schools
o Suggested Al prompt: "Create a table comparing the methodologies of Kufa, Basra,
Baghdad, Egypt, and Andalus grammar schools."
o Search string: "Comparative methodologies of Arabic grammar schools OER".

o Figure 1.3 Legacy of grammar schools in Arabic grammatical studies
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o Suggested Al prompt: "Generate a diagram showing how Kufa, Basra, Baghdad, Egypt,
and Andalus influenced later Arabic grammatical studies."

o Search string: "Legacy of Arabic grammar schools influence diagram OER".
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Series 2 Critical Perspectives On Traditional

Arabic Grammar

Part 2.1: Foundations of Traditional Arabic Grammar

Sub-Part 2.1.1: Core principles and assumptions of traditional grammar

Sub-Part 2.1.2: Strengths and limitations of the traditional framework
Part 2.2: Calls for Reform and Simplification

Sub-Part 2.2.1: Ibrahim Mustafa’s Thya’ an-Nahw

Sub-Part 2.2.2: Makhziimi’s an-Nahw al- ‘Arabi: Naqdun wa-Tawjthun
Part 2.3: Critical Rebuttals and Opposition

Sub-Part 2.3.1: Ibn Madha’s Ar-Radd ‘ala al-Nuhat

Sub-Part 2.3.2: Arguments against easing grammar
Part 2.4: Comparative Evaluation of Perspectives

Sub-Part 2.4.1: Areas of convergence and divergence among reformers and traditionalists

Sub-Part 2.4.2: Implications for modern Arabic grammar studies

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored the evolution of Arabic grammar schools and examined how their
foundations and methodologies shaped the discipline. Building on that historical background, we

now turn to the critical perspectives that challenged traditional Arabic grammar. These
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perspectives are important because they reveal how scholars questioned established rules,
proposed reforms, and defended the integrity of the grammatical system. By studying these
debates, you will gain insight into the intellectual dynamism that has kept Arabic grammar

relevant across centuries.

The aim of this Series is to enable you to analyse the foundations of traditional grammar,
evaluate reformist arguments, and assess the rebuttals offered by opponents. In doing so, you
will be equipped to critically compare different perspectives and appreciate their implications for

modern Arabic grammar studies.

We shall commence this Series by examining the foundations of traditional Arabic grammar,
focusing on its core principles and limitations. Next, we will'explore the calls for reform and
simplification, with particular attention to the works of Ibrahim Mustafa and Makhztimi.
Following that, we will consider the critical rebuttals, especially Tbn Madha’s opposition to
easing grammar. Finally, we will wrapaup by evaluating the points of convergence and
divergence among reformers and traditionalists, and reflect on their collective impact on the

study of Arabic grammar today.

Series Learning Qutcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e (SLO 2.1 define the core principles and assumptions of traditional Arabic grammar,

e SLO 2.2 explain the strengths and limitations of the traditional grammatical framework,

e SLO 2.3 analyse Ibrahim Mustafa’s reformist arguments in /hya’ an-Nahw,

e SLO 2.4 evaluate Makhztimi’s proposals in an-Nahw al- ‘Arabi: Naqdun wa-Tawjihun,

e  SLO 2.5 interpret Ibn Madha’s rebuttals in Ar-Radd ‘ald al-Nuhat,

e SLO 2.6 assess the main arguments against easing grammar,

e SLO 2.7 compare areas of convergence and divergence between reformist and traditionalist

perspectives, and
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e SLO 2.8 appraise the implications of these critical perspectives for modern Arabic grammar

studies.

2.1 Foundations Of Traditional Arabic Grammar

2.1.1 Core principles and assumptions of traditional grammar

Traditional Arabic grammar is built upon the principle of qiyas, which means analogy ot
reasoning by comparison. This principle allowed grammarians to extend rules from known
examples to new linguistic forms. Another key concept is ‘amal, defined as the governing
relationship between words in a sentence, which determines case endings and syntactic structure.
Scholars assumed that the Arabic language was perfect-and complete, and therefore grammar

served to preserve its purity and ensure correct usage.

Fill in the blank: The principle of allowed grammarians to extend rules from known

examples to new forms.

-
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Figure 2.1 Core principles of traditional Arabic grammar.

2.1.2 Strengths and limitations of the traditional framework

The traditional framework provided a strong foundation for preserving the Arabic language. Its
strengths included systematic categorisation, reliance on authentic sources such as poetry and
Qur’anic recitation; and the ability to explain complex linguistic phenomena. However, it also
had limitations: The framework was often criticised for being overly rigid, difficult for learners
to grasp, and resistant to simplification. Some scholars argued that its complexity hindered

accessibility, while others defended it as necessary for maintaining linguistic precision.

Fill in the blank: One limitation of traditional grammar was that it was often considered too

for learners.
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Aspect

Strengths

Limitations

Preservation of

Qur’an

Ensured accurate recitation and
meaning through strict grammatical

rules.

Sometimes overly rigid, limiting

natural linguistic variation.

Systematic

Framework

Developed a highly structured
system (Basra, Kufa, Baghdad

schools).

Complexity made it difficult for non-

specialists to master.

Cultural

Continuity

Preserved classical Arabic as a

literary and scholarly standard.

Less adaptable to evolving spoken

dialects.

Analytical Rigor

Emphasis on analogy (giyas) and

logical consistency.

Could ignore practical usage and

everyday speech patterns.

Educational

Value

Provided a foundation for teaching
and transmitting Arabic across

regions.

Heavy reliance on memorization

rather-than communicative practice.

Global

Influence

Impacted linguistic thought in

Europe via Andalusian scholarship.

Focused mainly on classical texts,
limiting modern linguistic

innovation.

Box 2. I:Strengths and limitations of traditional grammar

Pilot questions 2.1

1. What does the principle of qiyas mean in traditional grammar?

2.
3.
4.
5.

How is ‘amal defined in the context of Arabic grammar?
What assumption did traditional grammarians make about the Arabic language?
Name one strength of the traditional grammatical framework.

Identify one limitation of the traditional grammatical framework.
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2.2 Calls For Reform And Simplification

2.2.1 Ibrahim Mustafa’s lhya’ an-Nahw

One of the most influential reformist works was Ibrahim Mustafa’s IThya’ an-Nahw, which

means Revival of Grammar. Mustafa argued that traditional grammar had become unnecessarily

complex and inaccessible to learners. He proposed simplifying grammatical rules while retaining

their essential functions. His approach emphasised clarity, practicality, and ease of application,

aiming to make grammar more relevant to modern educational contexts.

Fill in the blank: Ibrahim Mustafa’s Ihya’ an-Nahw sought to

keeping their essential functions.

grammar rules while

Proposal Area Key Ideas & Contributions

Intended Benefit

Regency ‘amil (regent), which required

Abolition of Called for eliminating the concept of

identifying a governing word for.each

Simplifies analysis by focusing
on meaning rather than abstract

grammatical authority.

excessive technicalities.

Focus on Emphasized that vowels and endings | Makes grammar more intuitive
Inflection should be studied for the meanings and directly tied to semantic
Markers they convey, not for their “regents.” function.
Pedagogical Advocated presenting grammar in a | Easier learning and teaching of
Reform clearer; student-friendly way, avoiding Arabic grammar in schools.

Return to Shifted attention from mechanical

Meaning parsing to the communicative role of

Aligns grammar with actual
language use and

comprehension.

educational needs.

Modernization Inspired by earlier reformers like Ibn

Mada’, but adapted for 20th-century

Bridges classical tradition with

modern linguistic pedagogy.

Box 2.2 Key proposals in Thya’ an-Nahw

-
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2.2.2 Makhzumi’s an-Nahw al-‘Arabi: Nagdun wa-Tawjihun

Another significant reformist perspective was presented by Makhziimi in his work an-Nahw al-
‘Arabi: Naqdun wa-Tawjthun, meaning Arabic Grammar: Criticism and Guidance. Makhzimi
criticised the rigidity of traditional grammar and highlighted its disconnect from everyday
language use. He advocated for a grammar that reflected actual linguistic practice rather than
abstract rules. His proposals included restructuring grammatical categories and aligning grammar

more closely with spoken Arabic.

Fill in the blank: Makhziimi’s reform emphasised aligning grammar with rather

than abstract rules.

B R RN Bt
CONTRASTING ARABIC GRAMMAR APPROACHES:
TRADITION vs. MAKHZUMI’S REFORM

TRADITIONAL ARABIC MAKHZUMI’S REFORM

THE REFORMIST SHIFT 2 0 R
GRAMMAR (Nahw) & SIMPLIFICATION (an-Nahw al-‘Arabi)

(Taisir) o

Theory
of ‘amil

MAKHZUMI'S |

REFORM

Focuson .
Shift from Reorganize
Causal Prescriptive to 0D Chaiters
Descriptive .

Explanation >, : ﬁ/ i
2 ' / THEORY ¢t SENTENCE 3\

7/ OF'AMIL  \' & i & _ ASBASICUNIT
{( (Governing Agent) |} > . B> -
DESCRIPTIVE
|
S 8 N
’ ‘.'." Memorization- Consolidate —~ _
¥ Heavy Phonology/Morphology

. 7~ Pedagogical
B Effectiveness

Figure 2.2 Makhziimi’s perspective on reforming Arabic grammar.

Focus on
Function
& Usage

Relyon @
Specific
Corpora

ACTUAL
LANGUAGE R

Complex &
Theoretical
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Pilot questions 2.2

1. What was the main aim of Ibrahim Mustafa’s lhya’ an-Nahw?
How did Mustafa propose to make grammar more accessible?
What criticism did Makhztumi raise against traditional grammar?

What was the central focus of MakhzUmi’s reformist proposals?

o > » N

How do the reformist perspectives of Mustafa and Makhzumi differ in emphasis?

2.3 Critical Rebuttals And Opposition

2.3.1 Ibn Madha’s Ar-Radd ‘ala al-Nuhat

One of the strongest rebuttals to traditional grammar reform came from Ibn Madha in his work
Ar-Radd ‘ala al-Nuhat, meaning Refutation of the Grammarians. Ion Madha argued that many
grammatical rules were artificial constructs that complicated learning rather than aiding it. He
rejected the principle of ‘amal, defined as the governing relationship between words in a
sentence, claiming it was unnecessary and burdensome. His opposition was rooted in the belief

that grammar should reflect actual language use rather than abstract theoretical models.

Fill in the blank: Ibn Madha rejected the principle of , arguing that it was

unnecessary and burdensome.
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I

bn Madha’s Graﬁmafical Theory:

Rejection of ‘Amal & Focus on Practical Use

Ibn Madha

\

(12th Century Grammarian)

\

Rejection of ‘Amal Focus on Prac’ricaq

(Grammatical Governance) Language Use

Abstract

Theory of

Governance

Complex Rules & | Function & Clear Communication
> Unnecessary Meaning in & Real-World
Complication Context Application

Outcome: Simplified, User-Centric Grammar

—

Figure 2.3 Ibn Madha’s critiqueof traditional grammar.

2.3.2 Arguments against easing grammar

Opponents of reform argued that simplifying grammar would undermine its precision and

weaken its ability to preserve the purity of the Arabic language. They believed that the

complexity of grammar was not a flaw but a necessary safeguard against linguistic corruption.

Critics maintained that reforms risked detaching grammar from its scholarly roots and reducing

its authority. For them, the discipline’s rigour was essential to maintaining the integrity of Arabic

as a language of literature, science, and religion.

Fill in the blank: Critics of reform believed that the complexity of grammar was a necessary

against linguistic corruption.

Argument Area

Key Points Against Simplification

Preservation of

Qur’an

Strict grammar safeguards accurate recitation and interpretation;

easing risks distortion.

Cultural Heritage

Traditional grammar embodies centuries of scholarship;

simplification may erode authenticity.

-
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Analytical Precision Complex rules ensure exact parsing and meaning; reducing them

could cause ambiguity.

Intellectual Rigor | Grammar trains logical reasoning and discipline; easing may weaken

scholarly depth.
Unity of Standard Strict rules maintain a unified linguistic standard across regions,
Arabic easing risks fragmentation.
Resistance to Scholars fear reforms may prioritize convenience over fidelity to
Change classical Arabic.

Box 2.3 Key arguments against easing grammar

Pilot questions 2.3

1. Whatwas Ibn Madha’s main criticism of traditional grammar?
Which principle did Ibn Madha reject as unnecessary?
Why did opponents argue that simplifying grammar was dangerous?

How did critics view the complexity of grammar in relation to preserving the language?

a > » N

What risks did opponents believe reforms posed to Arabic grammar?

2.4 Comparative Evaluation Of Perspectives

2.4.1 Areas of convergence and divergence among reformers and

traditionalists

When comparing reformist and traditionalist perspectives, it is important to identify both
convergence, meaning points of agreement, and divergence, meaning areas of disagreement.
Reformers such as Ibrahim Mustafa and Makhztimi agreed with traditionalists that grammar was

essential for preserving the Arabic language. However, they diverged in their views on
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accessibility and complexity. Reformers sought simplification and alignment with everyday

usage, while traditionalists insisted on maintaining rigour and scholarly precision.

Fill in the blank: Reformers emphasised

and scholarly precision.

, Whereas traditionalists emphasised rigour

students, prioritize
clarity and ease of

learning.

methaods, stressing
memorization and

discipline.

Dimension Reformist Perspective Traditionalist Convergence
Perspective
Purpose of Simplify rules for Preserve classical Both value grammar
Grammar accessibility and modern rigor to safeguard as essential for
education. Qur’anic and literary | maintaining Arabic’s
integrity. identity.

Methodology Focus on meaning and Emphasis on ‘amil Both recognize the

communicative function, (regency), analogy, need for systematic

reduce technicalities. and strict parsing. study of language.
Pedagogy Adapt grammar for Maintain traditional Both aim to transmit

grammar effectively

across generations.

Relation to Greater openness to

Preference for

Both acknowledge

with society and

education.

heritage that must

remain unchanged.

Dialects Spoken varieties and Classical Arabic as the dialects exist, but
modern usage. sole standard. differ on their role in
grammar.
Cultural Role | Grammar should evolve | Grammar is a timeless | Both see grammar as

central to Arabic

cultural identity.

Innovation'vs. | Encourage reform and

Continuity modernization (e.g.,
Ibrahim Mustafa, Ibn

Mada’).

Resist change to
protect authenticity

and precision.

Both agree grammar
must remain relevant,

though differ on how.
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Table 2.1 Convergence and divergence between reformers and traditionalists

2.4.2 Implications for modern Arabic grammar studies

The comparative evaluation of these perspectives highlights their lasting impact on modern
Arabic grammar. Reformist calls for simplification influenced educational approaches; making
grammar more accessible to learners. Traditionalist insistence on precision ensured that scholarly
standards were preserved. Together, these perspectives shaped a balanced approach that
continues to inform contemporary studies. The implication is that modern grammar must balance

accessibility with accuracy, ensuring relevance without sacrificing depth.

Fill in the blank: Modern Arabic grammar must balance with accuracy to remain

relevant and effective.

Modern Arabic Grammar: Balancing Accessibility & Accuracy

' odern
Arabic

Grammar
(Balance &

Reformist Accessibility Accuracy Traditionalist
Perspectives (Simplify, Modernize) (Preserve, Precise) Perspectives
(e.g., Taha Hussein, (e.g., Classical

contemporary linguists) scholars, al-Azhar)

[ Result: Functional & Authentic Communication ]

Navigating Classical Heritage & Contemporary Needs

Figure 2.4 Implications of reformist and traditionalist perspectives for modern grammar.

-
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Pilot questions 2.4

1. What does convergence mean in the context of comparing reformist and traditionalist
perspectives?

What was one point of agreement between reformers and traditionalists?

How did reformers and traditionalists differ in their approach to grammar?

What influence did reformist perspectives have on modern grammar studies?

o M 0N

Why is balancing accessibility with accuracy important in contemporary Arabic grammar?

Series summary

This Series has focused on the critical perspectives that shaped debates around traditional Arabic
grammar, highlighting why reform and opposition were central to its development. The purpose
was to help you appreciate how scholars questioned established frameworks, proposed
simplifications, and defended the rigour of grammar, all of which remain relevant to modern

studies.

We began by examining the foundations of traditional grammar, including its principles and
limitations. Then we explored reformist calls for simplification through the works of Ibrahim
Mustafa and Makhzimi, followed by Ibn Madha’s rebuttals and the broader arguments against
easing grammar. Finally, we compared reformist and traditionalist perspectives, identifying areas
of convergence and divergence and considering their implications for modern grammar. By
completing this Series, you should now be able to define the principles of traditional grammar,
analyse reformist proposals, interpret critical rebuttals, and evaluate their collective impact, as

outlined in the Series Learning Outcomes.
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Glossary of terms

‘Amal: A governing relationship between words in a sentence that determines case

endings and syntactic structure.

e Ar-Radd ‘ala al-Nuhat: A work by Ibn Madha meaning Refutation of the Grammarians,
in which he criticised traditional grammar rules as artificial and burdensome.

o Convergence: Points of agreement between reformist and traditionalist perspectives on
Arabic grammar.

o Divergence: Areas of disagreement between reformist and traditionalist perspectives on
Arabic grammar.

o Thya’ an-Nahw: A reformist work by Ibrahim Mustafa meaning Revival of Grammar,
which proposed simplifying grammar rules to make them more accessible.

e Makhzami’s an-Nahw al-‘Arabi: Nagqdun wa-Tawjthun: A reformist text meaning
Arabic Grammar: Criticism and Guidance;where Makhzumi argued for aligning
grammar with everyday language use rather than abstract rules.

e Qiyas: Analogy or reasoning by comparison, used by traditional grammarians to extend
rules from known examples to new linguistic forms.

o Reformist perspectives: Views of scholars such as Ibrahim Mustafa and Makhztimi who
sought to simplify grammar and make it more practical for learners.

o Traditional framework: The established system of Arabic grammar based on principles
such as qiyas and ‘amal, valued for its rigour and precision but often criticised for being
complex:

o Traditionalist perspectives: Views of scholars who defended the established

grammatical framework, emphasising its complexity as necessary for preserving the

purity and precision of the Arabic language.
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Concept check questions [Series 2]

Objective questions

Which principle in traditional grammar refers to reasoning by analogy? (Linked to SLO 2.1)

The principle of determines case endings and syntactic structure in traditional
grammar. (Linked to SLO 2.1)

Who authored /hya’ an-Nahw? (Linked to SLO 2.3)

Which reformist scholar emphasised aligning grammar with everyday language use? (Linked to
SLO 2.4)

Ibn Madha rejected the principle of as unnecessary and burdensome. (Linked to SLO
2.5)

Short-answer questions

6
7.
8
9

Define the term qiyas in the context of traditional Arabic grammar. (Linked to SLO 2.1)
Explain one limitation of the traditional grammatical framework. (Linked to SLO 2.2)
Summarise Ibrahim Mustafa’s main proposal in lhya” an-Nahw. (Linked to SLO 2.3)

Identify one criticism Makhztimiraised against traditional grammar. (Linked to SLO 2.4)

10. State one argument opponents used against simplifying grammar. (Linked to SLO 2.6)

Long-answer questions

11. Analyse the differences between Ibrahim Mustafa’s and Makhziimi’s reformist perspectives.

(Linked to.SLO 2.3, SLO 2.4)

12. Discuss Ibn Madha’s rebuttal of traditional grammar and its implications for the study of Arabic.

(Linked to SLO 2.5)

13. Evaluate the areas of convergence and divergence between reformist and traditionalist

perspectives, and explain their implications for modern grammar studies. (Linked to SLO 2.7,

SLO2.8)
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Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2]

Objective questions

A

Qiyas.

‘Amal.

Ibrahim Mustafa.
Makhziimi.
‘Amal.

Short-answer questions

10.

Qiyas is reasoning by analogy, extending rules from known examples to new linguistic forms.
Traditional grammar was often considered too complex and inaccessible for learners.

Mustafa proposed simplifying grammar rules while retaining their essential functions to make
them clearer and more practical.

Makhziumi criticised the rigidity of grammar and its disconnect from everyday language use.
Opponents argued that simplification would undermine precision and weaken the preservation of

the Arabic language.

Long-answer questions

11.

12.

13.

Basic response: Mustafa focused on simplification and clarity, while Makhziimi emphasised
aligning grammar with everyday usage.

Value-added response: Mustafa sought to retain essential functions while reducing complexity,
whereas Makhziimi aimed to restructure categories to reflect spoken Arabic. Together, they
represent complementary reformist approaches addressing accessibility and relevance.

Basic response: Ton Madha rejected ‘amal and criticised artificial rules that complicated grammar
unnecessarily.

Value-added response: His rebuttal highlighted the need for grammar to reflect actual language
use. This influenced later debates on whether grammar should prioritise scholarly rigour or
practical application, shaping modern approaches to teaching Arabic.

Basic response: Reformers and traditionalists agreed on the importance of grammar but differed
on accessibility versus precision.

Value-added response: Reformers sought simplification and relevance, while traditionalists
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defended complexity as a safeguard of linguistic purity. Their convergence and divergence

created a balanced legacy, influencing modern grammar to balance accessibility with accuracy.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2]

Part 2.1: Foundations of Traditional Arabic Grammar

A

Qiyas.

‘Amal.

That the Arabic language was perfect and complete.

Reliance on authentic sources such as poetry and Qur’anic recitation.

It was often considered too complex and inaccessible for learners.

Part 2.2: Calls for Reform and Simplification

A I

To simplify grammar rules while retaining their essential functions.

By emphasising clarity, practicality, and ease of application.

That traditional grammar was rigid and disconnected from everyday/language use.
Aligning grammar with spoken Arabic:

Mustafa focused on simplification and clarity, while Makhziimi emphasised restructuring

categories to reflect actual usage.

Part 2.3: Critical Rebuttals and Opposition

w»ok o wn

That many grammatical rules were artificial constructs that complicated learning.

‘Amal.

Because it would undermine precision and weaken the preservation of the Arabic language.
As a necessary safeguard against linguistic corruption.

That reforms risked detaching grammar from its scholarly roots and reducing its authority.

Part 2.4: Comparative Evaluation of Perspectives

Points of agreement between reformist and traditionalist perspectives.

Both agreed that grammar was essential for preserving the Arabic language.

Reformers emphasised accessibility and simplification, while traditionalists emphasised rigour
and precision.

They influenced educational approaches, making grammar more accessible to learners.

Because modern grammar must remain relevant without sacrificing depth or accuracy.
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References and Attributions [Series 2]
Primary sources and course references

e Mustafa, [. (1940). Ihya’ an-Nahw [Revival of Grammar]. Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif.

e Makhziimi, A. (1958). an-Nahw al- ‘Arabi: Nagdun wa-Tawjthun [ Arabic Grammar: Criticism
and Guidance]. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyya.

e Ibn Madha, A. (1993). Ar-Radd ‘ald al-Nuhat [Refutation of the Grammarians]. Cairo: Dar al-
Ma‘arif.

Hlustration placeholders and attributions

Figure 2.1 Core principles of traditional Arabic grammar

o [Insert figure placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a diagram showing qiyas (analogy) and ‘amal (governing
relationship) as foundations of traditional Arabic grammar."
o Suggested source search string: "qiyas amal traditional Arabic grammar diagram OER".
e Box 2.2 Key proposals in Ihya’ an-Nahw*
o [Insert box placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a'text box summarising Ibrahim Mustafa’s proposals in /hya’ an-
Nahw for simplifying Arabic grammar."
o Suggested source search string: "Ibrahim Mustafa Ihya an-Nahw Arabic grammar reform
OER".
o Figure 2.2 Makhzimi’s perspective on reforming Arabic grammar
o /[Insert figure placeholder here]
o ' ALprompt: "Create a diagram contrasting traditional Arabic grammar with Makhztimi’s
reformist approach in an-Nahw al- ‘Arabi."
o " Suggested source search string: "Makhzumi Arabic grammar reform Naqdun wa-
Tawjihun OER".
o Figure 2.3 Ibn Madha’s critique of traditional grammar
o [Insert figure placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a diagram showing Ibn Madha’s rejection of ‘amal and his focus on
practical language use."
o Suggested source search string: "Ibn Madha Ar-Radd ala al-Nuhat critique OER".

e Box 2.3 Key arguments against easing grammar
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o [Insert box placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a text box summarising the key arguments against easing Arabic
grammar."
o Suggested source search string: "arguments against Arabic grammar reform OER".
e Table 2.1 Convergence and divergence between reformers and traditionalists
o [Insert table placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a table showing convergence and divergence between reformist and
traditionalist perspectives in Arabic grammar."
o Suggested source search string: "comparative evaluation reformist vs traditionalist Arabic
grammar OER".
o Figure 2.4 Implications of reformist and traditionalist perspectives for modern grammar
o [Insert figure placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Generate a diagram showing how modern‘Arabic grammar balances
accessibility and accuracy, influenced by reformist and traditionalist perspectives."
o Suggested source search string: "modern Arabic grammar balance accessibility accuracy

OER".
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Series 3: The Debate on Easing Arabic Grammar

Part 3.1: Historical context of the easing debate
Sub-Part 3.1.1: Early calls for simplification in Arabic grammar
Sub-Part 3.1.2: Key figures and their motivations
Part 3.2: Reformist arguments for easing grammar
Sub-Part 3.2.1: Pedagogical benefits of simplification
Sub-Part 3.2.2: Alignment with spoken and everyday Arabic
Part 3.3: Traditionalist resistance to easing grammar
Sub-Part 3.3.1: Defence of grammatical rigour and precision
Sub-Part 3.3.2: Concerns about linguistic purity and scholarly authority
Part 3.4: Outcomes and continuing relevance of the debate
Sub-Part 3.4.1: Impact on modern teaching and learning of Arabic

Sub-Part3.4.2: Lessons for contemporary linguistic studies

Introduction

In‘the last Series, we examined critical perspectives on traditional Arabic grammar, focusing on
reformist proposals and the rebuttals that shaped scholarly debates. Building on that foundation,
this Series turns to the specific controversy surrounding the easing of Arabic grammar. The

debate is significant because it highlights the tension between accessibility for learners and the
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preservation of linguistic rigour, a tension that continues to influence how Arabic is taught and

studied today.

The aim of this Series is to guide you through the historical and intellectual dimensions of the
easing debate, enabling you to analyse reformist arguments, evaluate traditionalist resistance, and

assess the outcomes and continuing relevance of this discourse in modern contexts.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the historical context of the easing debate, including
early calls for simplification and the motivations of key figures. Next, we will examine reformist
arguments, focusing on the pedagogical benefits of simplification and its alignment with
everyday Arabic. Following that, we will consider traditionalist resistance, highlighting their
defence of grammatical rigour and concerns about linguistic/purity. Finally; we will wrap up by
evaluating the outcomes of the debate and reflecting on its continuing relevance for

contemporary Arabic grammar studies.

Series Learning Qutcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

¢ SLO 3.1 describe the historical context of the debate on easing Arabic grammar,

¢ SLO 3.2 explain the motivations of key figures who called for simplification,

¢ SLO 3.3 analyse reformist arguments highlighting the pedagogical benefits of easing grammar,

e _SLO 3.4 evaluate proposals that align grammar with spoken and everyday Arabic,

e ' SLO 3.5 interpret traditionalist arguments defending grammatical rigour and precision,

e SLO 3.6 assess concerns raised about linguistic purity and scholarly authority,

e . SLO 3.7 compare the outcomes of reformist and traditionalist positions within the debate, and

e SLO 3.8 appraise the continuing relevance of the easing debate for modern teaching and learning

of Arabic grammar.
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3.1 Historical Context Of The Easing Debate

3.1.1 Early calls for simplification in Arabic grammar

The debate on easing Arabic grammar has its roots in the recognition that the traditional
framework, while rigorous, was often difficult for learners to master. Early reformists argued that
grammar should serve as a tool for communication rather than a barrier to it. They believed that
the complexity of rules, especially those based on abstract principles, discouraged learners and
limited accessibility. The call for simplification was therefore motivated by a desire to-make

grammar more practical and learner-friendly.

Fill in the blank: Early reformists argued that grammar should serve as a tool for

rather than a barrier.

TRADITIONAL GRAMMAR REFORMIST GRAMMAR
(BARRIER) (TooL)

Figure 3.1 Early calls for simplification in Arabic grammar.
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3.1.2 Key figures and their motivations

Several scholars played pivotal roles in initiating the debate on easing grammar. Reformists such

as Ibrahim Mustafa and Makhztmi sought to simplify rules to improve teaching and learning.

Their motivation was largely pedagogical, aiming to make grammar accessible to students in

schools and universities. On the other hand, traditionalists resisted these changes, motivated by

the desire to preserve the precision and scholarly authority of Arabic grammar. This tension

between accessibility and rigour defined the historical context of the debate.

Fill in the blank: Reformists were motivated by pedagogical concerns, while traditionalists were

motivated by preserving

Figure

Role / Contribution

Motivation in the Debate

Ibn Mada’ (12th c.)

Andalusian reformer; criticized

excessive reliance on ‘amil

Wanted grammar to reflect

meaning and usage, not abstract

(regency). authority.
Ibrahim Mustafa Author of Thya’ an-Nahw (1937); Sought to modernize grammar
(20th c.) proposed abolishing regency and for education, making it
simplifying rules. accessible to students.
Shawqi Dayf (20th Egyptian scholar; continued Advocated clarity and pedagogy,
c) reformist efforts after Mustafa. aligning grammar with modern
linguistic needs.
Muhammad Ibrahim Reformist voice in Egypt; Emphasized practical teaching
al-Banna (20th c.) supported simplification. and reducing memorization
burdens.
Traditionalist Defenders of classical methods Motivated by preserving
Grammarians (Basra/Kufa legacy). Qur’anic precision, cultural
heritage, and scholarly rigor.
Modern Linguists Contemporary scholars bridging | Aim to balance accessibility with

tradition and reform.

fidelity to classical Arabic.

-
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Box 3.1 Key figures and motivations in the easing debate

Pilot questions 3.1

1. What was the main reason early reformists called for simplification in Arabic grammar?
How did traditional grammar act as a barrier to learners?
Name one key figure associated with the call for easing grammar.

What was the primary motivation of reformists in the debate?

o > 0N

What concern motivated traditionalists to resist simplification?

3.2 Reformist Arguments For Easing Grammar

3.2.1 Pedagogical benefits of simplification

Reformist scholars argued that easing grammar would make learning more effective and
accessible. They believed that the traditional framework, with its heavy reliance on abstract
rules, discouraged learners and created unnecessary barriers. By simplifying grammar, reformists
sought to improve pedagogy, defined as the art and science of teaching, by making lessons
clearer and more engaging. This approach aimed to reduce rote memorisation and instead

encourage practical application of grammar in communication.

Fill in the blank: Reformists believed that simplifying grammar would improve by

making lessons clearer and more engaging.

Benefit Area Key Advantages for Learners and Teachers
Accessibility Simplified rules reduce barriers for beginners, making grammar

easier to grasp.
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Reduced Less reliance on rote learning; encourages understanding over

Memorization mechanical recall.
Clarity in Teaching Streamlined explanations help teachers present grammar more
effectively.
Focus on Meaning Emphasis on communicative function rather than abstract regency
(‘amil).
Adaptability Easier integration into modern curricula and language-learning
methodologies.

Student Engagement | Learners find grammar less intimidating, fostering motivation and

confidence.

Practical Application Aligns grammar with everyday usage, improving fluency and

comprehension.

Box 3.2 Pedagogical benefits of simplification

3.2.2 Alignment with spoken and everyday Arabic

Another major reformist argument was the need to align grammar with spoken Arabic, defined
as the everyday language used in communication rather than the highly formalised structures of
classical grammar. Reformists argued that grammar should reflect how people actually speak and
write, rather than remain.confined to abstract scholarly models. This alignment would make
grammar more relevant to learners, bridging the gap between academic study and real-world
usage. It also aimed to preserve the vitality of Arabic by ensuring that grammar remained

connected to living linguistic practices.

Fill in the blank: Reformists argued that grammar should reflect how people actually

and write, rather than remain confined to abstract models.
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TRADITIONAL ARABIC GRAMMAR REFORMIST ALIGNMENT
(Classical/Fusha) (Modern/Spoken/‘Ammiyya)

Classical F Everyday
Texts & Speech &
Qur'an Media
—— 1 - ] = ] . Focus on
Prescriptive Rigid Focus on Literary & | Descriptive
Rules | Structure Religious Contexts | Patterns Communicative &

Practical Contexts

Limited )

4 Widespread
| Spoken Use Spokeg Use
(Formal | ? (Daily Life,

FUTURE SYNTHESIS
& EVOLUTION?

\ ! &
\ Settings) y Interpersonal)

Figure 3.2 Reformist alignment of grammar with everyday Arabic.

Pilot questions 3.2

2.
3.
4.
5.

What was the main pedagogical benefit reformists associated with easing grammar?
How did traditional grammar discourage learners according to reformists?

Define pedagogy.in the context of grammar reform.

Why did reformists argue for aligning grammar with spoken Arabic?

How does aligning grammar with everyday usage preserve the vitality of the Arabic

language?
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3.3 Traditionalist Resistance To Easing Grammar

3.3.1 Defence of grammatical rigour and precision

Traditionalist scholars strongly defended the complexity of Arabic grammar, viewing it as
essential for maintaining rigour, defined as strictness and exactness in scholarly standards. They
argued that the detailed rules and structures were not obstacles but safeguards that ensured
precision in meaning and expression. For them, grammar was more than a tool for
communication; it was a discipline that upheld the intellectual and cultural heritage of Arabic.
Simplification, in their view, risked weakening the scholarly depth that had been carefully

preserved over centuries.

Fill in the blank: Traditionalists believed that the complexity of grammar was a safeguard that

ensured in meaning and expression.

THE ROLE OF GRAMMATICAL RIGOUR
IN ARABIC PRECISION

N
P A, PRECISION IN
GRAMMATICAL l /" OFPROTECTION "\ A MEANING &
RIGOUR Defines .. Clarifies s e > EXPRESS|ON
. > < 4 ) o i N
(A|_Dabt a|_NahW|) Wordfoles Relagpnshnps/, 2 (quqat al-Ma’na
l N ensures @ S y l wal-Ta'bir)
N Correct /
| N Smtax I
| L ! \
I'rab Sarf Nahw et Reduced Accurate Eloquent
(Case Endings)| | (Morphology) (Syntax) Ambiguity Interpretation| | Communication

The disciplined application of rules leads to clear and effective communication.

Figure 3.3 Defence of grammatical rigour in Arabic grammar.
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3.3.2 Concerns about linguistic purity and scholarly authority

Another major concern for traditionalists was the preservation of linguistic purity, defined as

the maintenance of Arabic in its most authentic and unaltered form. They feared that easing

grammar would dilute the language, making it vulnerable to corruption and loss of identity. In

addition, they emphasised scholarly authority, meaning the recognition of grammar as a

discipline rooted in centuries of scholarship. Traditionalists argued that reforms risked

undermining this authority by detaching grammar from its scholarly foundations. For them,

resisting simplification was a way of protecting both the language and its intellectual legacy.

Fill in the blank: Traditionalists resisted reform because they feared it would dilute the

of the Arabic language.

Concern Area

Key Points

Qur’anic Strict grammapr.rules protect the accuracy of Qur’anic recitation and
Integrity interpretation.
Linguistic Purity | Preserves Classical Arabic as the standard, resisting dilution by dialects
or modern usage.

Scholarly Upholds-centuries of scholarship from Basra, Kufa, and Baghdad schools;
Authority easing risks undermining their authority.

Cultural Grammar embodies Arab-Islamic intellectual heritage; simplification may
Continuity erode authenticity.

Precision &

Complex rules ensure exact parsing and meaning; easing could introduce

Rigor ambiguity.
Guardianship Scholars see themselves as custodians of language purity, resisting
Role reforms that prioritize convenience.

Box 3.3 Concerns about linguistic purity and scholarly authority
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Pilot questions 3.3

1. Why did traditionalists defend the complexity of Arabic grammar?
What does rigour mean in the context of grammar?
How did traditionalists view simplification in relation to scholarly depth?

What is meant by linguistic purity in Arabic grammar?

o M 0N

Why did traditionalists emphasise scholarly authority in resisting reform?

3.4 Outcomes And Continuing Relevance Of The Debate

3.4.1 Impact on modern teaching and learning of Arabic

The debate on easing grammar had a lasting impact on how Arabic is taught and learned today.
Reformist arguments encouraged educators to-adopt more accessible methods, reducing reliance
on rote memorisation and focusing instead on practical application. This shift made grammar
more approachable for students in schools and universities. At the same time, traditionalist
resistance ensured that precision and scholarly standards were not abandoned. The result was a

balanced approach-that.combined accessibility with accuracy.

Fill in the blank: Reformist arguments encouraged educators to reduce reliance on

and focus on practical application.
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MODERN ARABIC GRAMMAR TEACHING:
BALANCING ACCESSIBILITY & ACCURACY

ACCESSIBILITY ACCURACY
(Simplify, Engage, (Preserve, Formal Rules,
Practical Usage) Classical Foundations)
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APPROACH
3
i
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Integrating modern pedagogical methods with traditional linguistic precision.

Figure 3.4 Impact of the easing debate on modern teaching.

3.4.2 Lessons for contemporary linguistic studies

The continuing relevance of the easing debate lies in its lessons for contemporary linguistic
studies. It demonstrates the importance of balancing accessibility, defined as ease of learning
and application, with accuracy, defined as precision and correctness in language use. Modern
linguists and educators draw on this debate to design curricula that are both learner-friendly and
academically rigorous. The debate also highlights how language reforms must consider cultural

identity and scholarly traditions, ensuring that innovation does not undermine heritage.

Filldn the blank: Modern linguistic studies must balance accessibility with to

remain both learner-friendly and rigorous.

Lesson Area Key Insights for Modern Linguistics
Balance of Tradition Shows the need to respect classical heritage while adapting
& Reform grammar for modern learners.
Pedagogy & Highlights the importance of simplifying complex rules to improve
Accessibility teaching outcomes.

-
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Function over Emphasizes focusing on meaning and communicative function

Formalism rather than rigid structures.

Dialect vs. Standard Demonstrates the tension between preserving a unified standard

and acknowledging spoken varieties.

Scholarly Authority Raises questions about how much authority traditional scholarship

should hold in shaping modern curricula.

Innovation in Context Suggests reforms must be sensitive to cultural, religious, and

historical contexts.

Global Relevance Offers lessons for other languages facing similar challenges of

balancing purity with practicality.

Box 3.4 Lessons for contemporary linguistic studies

Pilot questions 3.4

1. How did reformist arguments influence modern teaching of Arabic grammar?

2.
3.
4.
5.

What role did traditionalist resistance play in shaping teaching approaches?
What does accessibility mean in the context of linguistic studies?
Why is accuracy important in modern grammar teaching?

What broader lesson does the easing debate provide for contemporary linguistic studies?
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Series summary

This Series has explored the debate on easing Arabic grammar, a controversy that highlighted the
tension between accessibility for learners and the preservation of scholarly rigour. Its purpose
was to show how reformist and traditionalist perspectives shaped the teaching and study of

Arabic, and why the debate remains relevant to modern linguistic practice.

We began by examining the historical context of the easing debate, including early calls for
simplification and the motivations of key figures. We then considered reformist arguments,
focusing on pedagogical benefits and alignment with spoken Arabic, before moving on to
traditionalist resistance, where concerns about grammatical rigour, linguistic purity, and
scholarly authority were emphasised. Finally, we evaluated the outcomes of the debate and its
continuing relevance for modern teaching and linguistic studies. By completing this Series, you
should now be able to describe the historical background, analyse reformist proposals, interpret
traditionalist concerns, and appraise the lasting implications of the debate, as outlined in the

Series Learning Outcomes.

Glossary of terms

e Accessibility: The ease with ' which learners can study and apply grammar without
unnecessary barriers or.complexity.

e Accuracy:Precision and correctness in language use, ensuring that meanings are
conveyed clearly and without distortion.

o Linguistic purity: The preservation of Arabic in its most authentic and unaltered form,
free from corruption or dilution.

o Pedagogy: The art and science of teaching, focusing on methods that make learning
effective and engaging.

e Rigour: Strictness and exactness in scholarly standards, ensuring that grammar maintains

depth and precision.
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e Scholarly authority: The recognition of grammar as a discipline rooted in centuries of
scholarship, giving it intellectual legitimacy.

e Spoken Arabic: The everyday language used in communication, distinct from the highly
formalised structures of classical grammar.

o Traditionalist resistance: The opposition of scholars who defended the established
grammatical framework, emphasising its complexity as necessary for preserving
precision and heritage.

o Reformist arguments: The views of scholars who advocated for easing grammar to

make it more accessible, practical, and aligned with everyday usage.
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Concept check questions [Series 3]

Objective questions

L.

Which principle did reformists argue should be simplified to improve accessibility in grammar
learning? (Linked to SLO 3.1)

The term refers to the everyday language used in communication rather than
classical grammar. (Linked to SLO 3.4)

Who were two key figures associated with the call for easing Arabic grammar? (Linked to SLO

3.2)

Traditionalists defended the complexity of grammar as a safeguard for . (Linked to
SLO 3.5)

Reformists argued that easing grammar would reduce reliance on . (Linked to SLO
3.3)

Short-answer questions

10.

Define pedagogy in the context of grammar reform. (Linked to SLO 3.3)

Explain one motivation of traditionalists in resisting grammar simplification. (Linked to SLO 3.6)
Summarise the main pedagogical benefit reformists associated with easing grammar. (Linked to
SLO 3.3)

What does linguistic purity mean in the context of Arabic grammar? (Linked to SLO 3.6)

State one way the easing debate influenced modern teaching of Arabic grammar. (Linked to SLO

3.7)

Long-answer questions

11.

12.

13.

14.

Analyse the historical context of the easing debate, focusing on early calls for simplification and
the motivations of key figures. (Linked to SLO 3.1, SLO 3.2)

Evaluate reformist arguments for easing grammar, particularly their emphasis on pedagogy and
alignment with spoken Arabic. (Linked to SLO 3.3, SLO 3.4)

Discuss traditionalist resistance to easing grammar, highlighting their defence of rigour and
concerns about linguistic purity. (Linked to SLO 3.5, SLO 3.6)

Appraise the outcomes of the easing debate and explain its continuing relevance for modern

teaching and linguistic studies. (Linked to SLO 3.7, SLO 3.8)
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Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3]

Objective questions

A

Abstract grammatical rules.

Spoken Arabic.

Ibrahim Mustafa and Makhziimi.
Precision in meaning and expression.

Rote memorisation.

Short-answer questions

10.

Pedagogy is the art and science of teaching, focusing on effective and engaging methods.
Traditionalists resisted reform to preserve scholarly authority and maintain the precision of
Arabic grammar.

Simplification would make lessons clearer, reduce rote learning, and encourage practical
application.

Linguistic purity refers to preserving Arabic in its most authentic and unaltered form.

It encouraged educators to adopt:more accessible teaching methods while retaining scholarly

standards.

Long-answer questions

11.

12.

13.

Basic response: Early reformists argued grammar was too complex and sought simplification to
aid learners. Key figures such as Ibrahim Mustafa and Makhziimi were motivated by pedagogical
concerns.

Value-added response: Reformists recognised that grammar acted as a barrier to communication.
Their proposals reflected broader educational reforms in the Arab world, aiming to modernise
curricula and make Arabic more relevant to contemporary learners.

Basic response: Reformists emphasised pedagogy, making grammar easier to learn, and
alignment with spoken Arabic.

Value-added response: They sought to bridge the gap between classical grammar and everyday
usage, ensuring grammar remained vital in modern contexts. This approach reflected a broader
trend of adapting traditional disciplines to contemporary needs.

Basic response: Traditionalists defended rigour and precision, arguing that simplification would

weaken scholarly depth. They also emphasised linguistic purity.
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Value-added response: Their resistance reflected concerns about cultural identity and the
authority of centuries-old scholarship. By opposing reform, they aimed to safeguard Arabic as a
language of literature, science, and religion.

14. Basic response: The debate led to a balanced approach in modern teaching, combining
accessibility with accuracy.
Value-added response: Its continuing relevance lies in reminding educators and linguists to
balance innovation with heritage. It also provides lessons for contemporary language reforms,

showing how accessibility and scholarly standards can coexist.

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]

Part 3.1: Historical context of the easing debate

1. To make grammar more practical and learner-friendly.
By relying heavily on abstract rules that discouraged learners.
Ibrahim Mustafa.

Pedagogical concerns.

A

Precision and scholarly authority.

Part 3.2: Reformist arguments for easing grammar

1. Greater clarity and accessibility in teaching.
It relied on abstract rules that created barriers for learners.
The art and science of teaching.

To make grammar relevant to everyday communication.

A I

By keeping grammar connected to living linguistic practices.

Part 3.3: Traditionalist resistance to easing grammar

1. They believed complexity safeguarded precision and meaning.
Strictness and exactness in scholarly standards.
They saw simplification as weakening scholarly depth.

Preserving Arabic in its most authentic and unaltered form.

A I

To protect the intellectual legitimacy of grammar as a discipline.

Part 3.4: Outcomes and continuing relevance of the debate

1. It encouraged more accessible teaching methods.

2.
3.
4.
5.

It ensured precision and scholarly standards were retained.
Ease of learning and application.
Precision and correctness in language use.

That language reforms must balance accessibility with heritage and scholarly traditions.
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References and Attributions [Series 3]

Primary sources and course references

e Mustafa, [. (1940). Ihya’ an-Nahw [Revival of Grammar]. Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif.

e Makhziimi, A. (1958). an-Nahw al- ‘Arabi: Nagdun wa-Tawjthun [ Arabic Grammar: Criticism
and Guidance]. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘IImiyya.

e Ibn Madha, A. (1993). Ar-Radd ‘ald al-Nuhat [Refutation of the Grammarians]. Cairo: Dar al-
Ma‘arif.

Illustrations and attributions

Figure 3.1 Early calls for simplification in Arabic grammar
o [Insert figure placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a diagram contrasting traditional grammar as a barrier with reformist
grammar as a tool for communication."
o Suggested source search string: "early reformist calls for simplification Arabic grammar

OER".

Box 3.1 Key figures and motivations:in the easing debate
o [Insert box placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a text box summarising key figures and their motivations in the
debate on easing Arabic grammar."
o Suggested source search string: "key figures motivations easing Arabic grammar debate
OER".
Box 3.2 Pedagogical benefits of simplification

o ' [Insert box placeholder here]
o. Al prompt: "Create a text box summarising the pedagogical benefits of easing Arabic
grammar."

o Suggested source search string: "pedagogical benefits of easing Arabic grammar OER".

Figure 3.2 Reformist alignment of grammar with everyday Arabic
o [Insert figure placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a diagram contrasting traditional Arabic grammar with reformist
alignment to spoken and everyday Arabic."
o Suggested source search string: "alignment of Arabic grammar with spoken language

OER".

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



e Figure 3.3 Defence of grammatical rigour in Arabic grammar
o [Insert figure placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a diagram showing how grammatical rigour safeguards precision in
meaning and expression in Arabic grammar."
o Suggested source search string: "traditionalist defence of rigour Arabic grammarOER".
e Box 3.3 Concerns about linguistic purity and scholarly authority
o [Insert box placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a text box summarising traditionalist concerns about linguistic purity
and scholarly authority in Arabic grammar."
o Suggested source search string: "traditionalist concerns linguistic purity scholarly
authority Arabic grammar OER".
o Figure 3.4 Impact of the easing debate on modern teaching
o [Insert figure placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a diagram showing how medern Arabic grammar teaching balances
accessibility and accuracy."
o Suggested source search string: "impact of easing debate on modern Arabic grammar
teaching OER".
e Box 3.4 Lessons for contemporary linguistic studies
o [Insert box placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create.a text box summarising lessons from the easing debate for
contemporary linguistic studies."
o Suggested source search string: "lessons from easing debate Arabic grammar

contemporary linguistic studies OER".
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Series 4: Modern Works in Arabic Grammar Studies

Part 4.1: Emergence of modern grammar studies
Sub-Part 4.1.1: Historical transition from traditional to modern approaches
Sub-Part 4.1.2: Early modern scholars and their contributions
Part 4.2: Key modern works and their themes
Sub-Part 4.2.1: Pedagogical innovations in grammar teaching
Sub-Part 4.2.2: Integration of linguistic theory into Arabic grammar
Part 4.3: Comparative evaluation of modern and traditional approaches
Sub-Part 4.3.1: Strengths and dimitations of modern works
Sub-Part 4.3.2: Areas of convergence and divergence with traditional grammar
Part 4.4: Contemporary relevance and future directions
Sub-Part 4.4.1: Impact on current Arabic language education

Sub-Part4.4.2: Prospects for further reform and research

Introduction

In the last Series, we examined the debate on easing Arabic grammar, focusing on reformist
arguments for simplification and traditionalist resistance that emphasised rigour and linguistic
purity. Building on that foundation, this Series turns to modern works in Arabic grammar

studies, where scholars have sought to integrate new approaches, pedagogical innovations, and
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linguistic theories. This exploration is highly relevant to the overall course, as it shows how
Arabic grammar has continued to evolve in response to educational needs and contemporary

scholarship.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the major modern contributions in Arabic grammar
studies and to equip you with the ability to evaluate their themes, compare them with traditional

frameworks, and appreciate their continuing relevance for teaching and research:

We shall commence this Series by exploring the emergence of modern grammar studies,
focusing on the historical transition from traditional to modern approaches and the contributions
of early scholars. Next, we will examine key modern works and their themes, including
pedagogical innovations and the integration of linguistic theory. Following that, we will move on
to a comparative evaluation of modern and traditional approaches, identifying strengths,
limitations, and points of convergence or divergence. Finally, we will wrap up by considering the
contemporary relevance of these works-and their implications for future directions in Arabic

grammar studies.

Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 4.1 describe the historical transition from traditional to modern approaches in Arabic
grammar studies;

e SLO 4.2 explain the contributions of early modern scholars to the development of grammar,

e SLO 4.3 analyse key modern works and identify their central themes,

e SLO 4.4 evaluate pedagogical innovations introduced in modern grammar teaching,

¢ | SLO 4.5 interpret how linguistic theory has been integrated into modern Arabic grammar,

¢ SLO 4.6 assess the strengths and limitations of modern works compared with traditional
approaches,

e SLO 4.7 compare areas of convergence and divergence between modern and traditional grammar

perspectives,
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e SLO 4.8 appraise the contemporary relevance of modern grammar studies for Arabic language
education, and

e SLO 4.9 propose possible future directions for reform and research in Arabic grammar studies.

4.1 Emergence Of Modern Grammar Studies

4.1.1 Historical transition from traditional to modern approaches

The study of Arabic grammar underwent significant changes in the late nineteenth'and early
twentieth centuries. Scholars began to question the heavy reliance on traditional grammar,
defined as the classical framework rooted in medieval scholarship, which emphasised strict rules
and complex structures. Instead, they sought to develop. modern grammar studies, defined as

approaches that integrate contemporary linguistic theories and pedagogical methods.

This transition was influenced by broader intellectual movements, including exposure to Western
linguistic traditions and the need to adapt Arabic teaching to modern educational systems. For
example, reformists argued that grammar should setve practical communication rather than
remain confined to abstract rules. A famous statement from Ibn Madha captures this spirit: " _s=i/
ol 2ieil Y Glulll a1 585 2uan 5 Laif” (“Grammar was established to correct the tongue, not to

complicate expression”).

Fill in the blank: Reformists argued that grammar should serve communication

rather than remain confined to abstract rules.
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4.1.2 Early modern scholars anditheir centributions

Early modern scholars such as Ibrahim Mustafa and Ali al-Makhziimi played pivotal roles in
shaping modern grammar studies. Ibrahim Mustafa emphasised simplification and clarity,
arguing that grammar should be taught in a way that supports learners’ needs. Ali al-Makhziimi
integrated insights from modern linguistics, showing how Arabic grammar could benefit from

comparative studies with other languages.

These scholars produced works that challenged traditional frameworks and introduced innovative
methods. For instance, Mustafa’s =il sba{Revival of Grammar) sought to streamline
grammatical rules, while Makhzimi’s <4 o7 247 i 2l ssill Arabic Grammar: Criticism and
Guidance) provided a critical evaluation of existing practices. Their contributions marked the
beginning of a new era in Arabic grammar studies, where accessibility and relevance became

central concerns.
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Fill in the blank: Ibrahim Mustafa’s Revival of Grammar sought to grammatical
rules for learners.
Scholar Key Contributions Motivation / Impact
Ibrahim Author of Thya’ an-Nahw (1937); Sought to simplify grammar for
Mustafa (1888— | proposed abolishing ‘amil (regency) modern education, reduce rote
1962) and focusing on meaning conveyed | memorization, and align grammar
by inflection markers. with communicative function.
Ali al- Iraqi linguist; emphasized modern Aimed to integrate contemporary
Makhziaimi linguistic methods, critiqued linguistic theory into Arabic

(1911-1981)

excessive rigidity in traditional
grammar, and promoted descriptive

approaches.

studies, making grammar more
relevant to modern linguistic

science.

Shared

Contribution

Both challenged traditionalist
rigidity and called for reforms in

Arabic grammar.

Their work opened pathways for
modern pedagogy and comparative

linguistics in the Arab world.

Legacy

Inspired later reformists like Shawqi
Dayf and Muhammad Ibrahim al-

Banna.

Helped bridge classical Arabic
grammar with modern linguistic

thought and educational needs.

Box 4.1 Early modern scholars and their contributions

Pilot questions 4.1

1. . What was the main difference between traditional grammar and modern grammar studies?

How did exposure to Western linguistic traditions influence Arabic grammar reform?
Quote Ibn Madha’s statement about the purpose of grammar.
What was Ibrahim Mustafa’s main contribution to modern grammar studies?

How did Ali al-Makhzumi integrate modern linguistic insights into Arabic grammar?
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4.2 Key Modern Works And Their Themes

4.2.1 Pedagogical innovations in grammar teaching

Modern works in Arabic grammar studies often emphasise pedagogical innovation, defined as
the introduction of new teaching methods designed to improve learner engagement and
comprehension. Scholars such as Ibrahim Mustafa in _s~i// cLafRevival of Grammar) argued that
grammar should be simplified and taught in a way that supports practical communication. This

marked a departure from the traditional reliance on memorisation of rules.

For example, Mustafa proposed restructuring lessons to focus on usage rather than abstract
theory. He suggested that learners should practise grammar through real-life texts and dialogues,
making the subject more relevant to everyday communication. This approach reflected a broader

educational shift towards learner-centred teaching.

Fill in the blank: Ibrahim Mustafa’s Revival of Grammar emphasised teaching grammar through

rather than abstract theory.

Innovation Area Key Features & Contributions Pedagogical Benefit
Simplification of Streamlining complex concepts like Makes grammar more
Rules ‘amil (regency) and focusing on accessible and less intimidating
meaning. for learners.
Functional Emphasis on communicative Improves fluency and real-
Approach function rather than rigid parsing. world language use.
Integration of Adoption of descriptive and Aligns Arabic grammar with
Modern Linguistics structural methods from global linguistic science.
contemporary linguistic theory.
Curriculum Reform Grammar presented in clearer, Enhances teaching effectiveness
student-friendly formats in schools and student comprehension.
and universities.

-
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Use of Dialects Greater openness to spoken varieties | Bridges gap between everyday

alongside Classical Arabic. speech and formal grammar.
Technology in Incorporation of digital tools, Engages students and supports
Teaching interactive exercises, and diverse learning styles.

multimedia resources.

Comparative Linking Arabic grammar with other | Broadens perspective and aids

Studies languages (Latin, English, etc.). bilingual learners.

Box 4.2 Pedagogical innovations in modern grammar teaching

4.2.2 Integration of linguistic theory into Arabic grammar

Another theme in modern works is the integration of linguistic theory, defined as systematic
frameworks for analysing language structure and use, into Arabic grammar studies. Scholars
such as Ali al-Makhziimi in < 535 245 - 2 2ll_ssil{(Arabic Grammar: Criticism and Guidance)
applied insights from modern linguisties.to Arabic, showing how comparative studies with other

languages could enrich grammar teaching.

For instance, Makhziimi highlighted parallels between Arabic syntax and modern linguistic
categories such as@$ubject, predicate, and transformational rules. He argued that adopting these
frameworks could make Arabic grammar more accessible to learners familiar with global
linguistic congepts. This integration also allowed Arabic grammar to be studied in dialogue with

international scholarship; strengthening its academic relevance.

Fill'in the blank: Ali al-Makhziimi integrated insights from linguistics into Arabic

grammar studies.
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Figure 4.2 Integration of linguistic theory into Arabic grammar.

Pilot questions 4.2

1. What is meant by pedagogicalinnovation in grammar teaching?

2.
3.
4.
5.

What does linguistic theory mean in the context of Arabic grammar?

grammar?

How did Ibrahim Mustafa’s Revival of Grammar change the way grammar was taught?

How did Ali al-Makhzumi apply modern linguistic insights to Arabic grammar?

Whyis the integration of linguistic theory important for the academic relevance of Arabic
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4.3 Comparative Evaluation Of Modern And Traditional Approaches

4.3.1 Strengths and limitations of modern works

Modern grammar studies introduced significant strengths, particularly in terms of accessibility
and relevance. By focusing on pedagogical innovation (new teaching methods designed to
improve learning), modern scholars made grammar easier to grasp and more applicable to
everyday communication. Works such as Ibrahim Mustafa’s _s~ill sLsRevival of Grammar)

simplified complex rules and encouraged practical usage.

However, modern approaches also faced limitations. Critics argued that excessive simplification
risked losing the depth and precision that traditional grammar provided. For example, while
modern works emphasised communication, they sometimes neglected the subtle distinctions in

syntax and morphology that classical scholars carefully preserved.

Fill in the blank: Modern grammar studies emphasised accessibility and relevance, but critics

feared they risked losing

-

a-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



MODERN ARABIC GRAMMAR STUDIES: STRENGTHS & LIMITATIONS
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Figure 4.3 Strengths and limitations of modern grammar studies.

4.3.2 Areas of convergence and divergence with traditional grammar

Despite their differences, modern and traditional approaches share areas of convergence, defined
as points where both perspectives align, and divergence, defined as points where they differ
significantly. Both traditions recognise the importance of grammar in preserving the Arabic
language and ensuring clarity.of communication. Traditionalists emphasised precision, while
modernists highlighted accessibility, yet both agreed that grammar is central to linguistic

identity.

Divergence is most evident in methodology. Traditional grammar relied on memorisation and
strict adherence to classical rules, while modern works encouraged learner-centred teaching and
integration with linguistic theory. For example, Ali al-Makhziimi’s 4 o7 28 2 s2l/ s il Arabic
Grammar: Criticism and Guidance) applied comparative linguistics, a method absent in

traditional frameworks.
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Fill in the blank: Traditional grammar relied on memorisation, while modern grammar

encouraged teaching.

Dimension Traditional Approach | Modern Approach Convergence
Core Purpose Preserve Qur’anic Adapt grammar for Both see grammar as
accuracy and accessibility, pedagogy, essential to Arabic
classical linguistic and communicative use. identity and cultural
heritage. continuity.
Methodology Relies on ‘amil Emphasizes meaning, Both value systematic
(regency), analogy | function, and descriptive | study, though differ in
(qiyas), and strict linguistic analysis. focus.
parsing.
Pedagogy Heavy memorization Simplified rules, Both aim to transmit
and technical parsing. learner-centered grammar effectively to
teaching, and modern new generations.
curricula.
Relation to Prioritizes Classical Greater openness to Both acknowledge
Dialects Arabic as the sole spoken varieties and dialects exist, but differ
standard. everyday usage. on their role in
grammar.
Scholarly Upholds centuries of Challenges rigidity, Both recognize the
Authority traditional integrating modern importance of scholarly
scholarship and linguistic theories. input in shaping
authority. grammar.
Innovation vs. Resists change to Encourages reform and Both agree grammar
Continuity protect authenticity modernization for must remain relevant,
and precision. relevance in education. though differ on how.

Box 4.3 Convergence and divergence between modern and traditional grammar
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Pilot questions 4.3

1. What was one major strength of modern grammar studies?
What limitation did critics identify in modern approaches?
Define convergence and divergence in the context of grammar studies.

How did traditional grammar differ from modern grammar in methodology?

o M 0N

Give one example of a modern scholar who applied comparative linguistics to Arabic

grammar.

4.4 Contemporary Relevance And Future Directions

4.4.1 Impact on current Arabic language education

Modern grammar studies continue to shape Arabic language education, defined as the
structured teaching and learning of Arabic in schools, universities, and other institutions. The
reforms introduced by scholars such as Ibrahim Mustafa and Ali al-Makhziimi have influenced
curricula, making grammar more accessible and learner-centred. Teachers now emphasise
practical application, encouraging students to use grammar in writing and speaking rather than

memorising abstract rules.

For example, many textbooks today include dialogues, exercises, and contextual examples that
reflect everyday Arabic usage. This approach helps learners connect grammar to real-life

communication, ensuring that it remains relevant in contemporary education.

Fill in the blank: Modern grammar studies influenced curricula by making grammar more

and learner-centred.
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MODERN GRAMMAR INFLUENCE & INTEGRATION ARABIC LANGUAGE
STUDIES (Pedagogical Transformation) EDUCATION TODAY
(Research & Theory)

(Classroom & Beyond)

TRANSFORMING ARABIC
LANGUAGE EDUCATION

Reform
Tvairiry
AUTHENTIC

Shifting from Rules-Based to LANGUAGE USE
Communicative & Functional (Integrating MSA & Dialects)
Approaches

COMMUNICATIVE
COMPETENCE
(Focus on Fluency & Use)

Corpus Linguistics
(Data-driven)

Sociolinguistics

(Context & Variation) LEARNER-CENTERED

APPROACHES
(Personalized & Interactive)

Psycholinguistics
(Acquisition & Cognition)

I Technology & Al

g

57 (NLP & Tools)

RESULT:

More Effective, Engaging, and
Relevant Arabic Learning Experiences

Figure 4.4 Impact of modern grammar studies on Arabic language education.

4.4.2 Prospects for further reformand research

Looking ahead, scholars continue to explore new directions for grammar reform and research.
One area of focus is the integration of digital tools, defined as technological applications such as
online platforms, apps, and interactive resources that support learning. These tools allow learners
to practise grammar in dynami¢ and engaging ways, bridging the gap between traditional study

and modern technology.

Another prospect is the expansion of comparative linguistics, defined as the study of
similarities and differences between languages, to enrich Arabic grammar studies. By comparing
Arabic with other world languages, researchers can identify universal principles and unique

features, strengthening the academic relevance of Arabic grammar.

Fill in the blank: One promising area for future grammar reform is the integration of

tools into teaching and learning.
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modern languages.

Future Direction | Key Features & Contributions Potential Impact
Digital Tools Use of e-learning platforms, Enhances accessibility, personalized
interactive apps, and Al-driven learning, and real-time feedback for
grammar checkers. Students.
Corpus Building large digital corpora of Provides empirical data for
Linguistics Classical and Modern Arabic grammar analysis and supports
texts. descriptive approaches.
Comparative Studying Arabic grammar Broadens theoretical insights and
Linguistics alongside Latin, Sanskrit, and situates Arabic within global

linguistic traditions.

Visualization &

Interactive charts, videos, and

Increases student engagement and

and resources.

Multimedia gamified exercises for grammar supports diverse learning styles.
learning.
Dialect Incorporating spoken varieties Bridges gap between Classical
Integration into digital resources. Arabic and everyday
communication.
Pedagogical Simplified curricula aligned with Makes grammar more learner-
Innovation modern teaching methods. friendly and practical for education.
Global Online platforms for scholars Strengthens cross-cultural exchange
Collaboration across regions to share research and advances Arabic linguistic

studies.

Box 4.4 Future directions in Arabic grammar studies

Pilot questions 4.4

1. How have modern grammar studies influenced current Arabic language education?

2. Whatis meant by learner-centred teaching in grammar?

3. Give one example of how textbooks reflect everyday Arabic usage.
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4. Define digital tools in the context of grammar reform.

5. Why is comparative linguistics important for the future of Arabic grammar studies?

Series summary

This Series has examined the emergence and development of modern works in Arabic grammar
studies, highlighting their importance in shaping contemporary teaching and scholarship. Its

purpose was to show how modern scholars responded to traditional frameworks by introducing
new methods, integrating linguistic theory, and ensuring grammar remained relevant to learners

and educators today.

We began by tracing the historical transition from traditional to modern approaches, then
explored key works that introduced pedagogical innovations and applied linguistic theory.
Following that, we evaluated modern and traditional approaches side by side, identifying their
strengths, limitations, and points of convergence and divergence. Finally, we considered the
continuing relevance of modern grammar studies, including their impact on current education
and prospects for future reform. By completing this Series, you should now be able to describe
the historical shift, explain the contributions of early scholars, analyse modern works and their
themes, evaluate their strengths and limitations, and appraise their relevance for both present and

future directions,as outlined in the Series Learning Outcomes.

Glossary ofterms

e - Arabic language education: The structured teaching and learning of Arabic in schools,
universities, and other institutions.
o Comparative linguistics: The study of similarities and differences between languages,

often used to enrich understanding of Arabic grammar.
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Convergence: Points where modern and traditional grammar approaches align, such as
recognising the importance of grammar for clarity.

Divergence: Points where modern and traditional grammar approaches differ, especially
in methodology and teaching style.

Digital tools: Technological applications such as online platforms, apps, and interactive
resources that support grammar learning.

Linguistic theory: Systematic frameworks for analysing language structure and use,
applied in modern Arabic grammar studies.

Modern grammar studies: Approaches to Arabic grammar that integrate contemporary
linguistic theories and pedagogical methods.

Pedagogical innovation: New teaching methods introduced to improve learner
engagement and comprehension in grammar studies.

Traditional grammar: The classical framework rooted in medieval scholarship,

emphasising strict rules and complex structures.

Concept check questions [Series 4]

Objective questions

1.

Which termrefers to the elassical framework rooted in medieval scholarship that emphasised
strict rules and complex structures? (Linked to SLO 4.1)

Ibrahim Mustafa’s il cLafRevival of Grammar) aimed to grammatical rules for
learners. (Linked to SLO 4.2)

Which modern scholar integrated insights from comparative linguistics into Arabic grammar
studies? (Linked to SLO 4.5)

Modern grammar studies influenced curricula by making grammar more and
learner-centred. (Linked to SLO 4.8)

One promising area for future grammar reform is the integration of tools into

teaching and learning. (Linked to SLO 4.9)

Short-answer questions
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6. Define pedagogical innovation in the context of modern grammar studies. (Linked to SLO 4.4)

7. Explain one limitation critics identified in modern grammar approaches. (Linked to SLO 4.6)

8. What does convergence mean in the comparative evaluation of grammar approaches? (Linked to
SLO 4.7)

9. Give one example of how modern textbooks reflect everyday Arabic usage. (Linked to SLO 4.8)

10. Why is comparative linguistics important for the future of Arabic grammar studies? (Linked to
SLO 4.9)

Long-answer questions

11. Describe the historical transition from traditional to modern approaches in Arabic grammar
studies. (Linked to SLO 4.1)

12. Analyse the contributions of early modern scholars such as Ibrahim Mustafa and Ali al-
Makhziimi. (Linked to SLO 4.2)

13. Evaluate the strengths and limitations of modern grammar works compared with traditional
approaches. (Linked to SLO 4.6)

14. Appraise the continuing relevance of modern grammar studies for Arabic language education and

propose possible future directions. (Linked'to SLO 4.8, SLO 4.9)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
Objective questions

1. Traditional grammar.

2. Simplify.

3. Ali al-Makhziimi.
4. Accessible.

5. Digital.

Short-answer questions

6. Pedagogical innovation refers to new teaching methods designed to improve learner engagement

and comprehension.
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7. Critics argued that simplification risked losing depth and precision in syntax and morphology.

8. Convergence means areas where modern and traditional grammar approaches align, such as
recognising grammar’s importance for clarity.

9. Textbooks include dialogues and contextual exercises that reflect everyday Arabic usage.

10. Comparative linguistics helps identify universal principles and unique features, enriching Arabic

grammar studies.

Long-answer questions

11. Basic response: The transition involved moving from strict traditional frameworks to- modern
approaches that emphasised accessibility and relevance.
Value-added response: This shift was influenced by exposure to Western linguistic traditions and
the need to adapt Arabic teaching to modern educational systems, making grammar more
practical and learner-centred.

12. Basic response: Ibrahim Mustafa simplified grammar in Revival of Grammar, while Ali al-
Makhztimi integrated modern linguistic insights.
Value-added response: Mustafa’s reforms reflected a broader educational movement towards
learner-centred teaching, while Makhziimi’s comparative approach connected Arabic grammar to
global linguistic scholarship.

13. Basic response: Modern works made grammar more accessible but risked losing precision, while
traditional grammar preserved depth but was less practical.
Value-added response: The strengths of modern works lie in their relevance and learner focus,
while their limitations highlight the need to balance accessibility with scholarly rigour.
Traditional grammar’s precision remains valuable, but its rigidity can hinder learning.

14. Basic response: Modern grammar studies remain relevant by influencing curricula and making
grammar more learner-centred.
Value-added response: Their future lies in integrating digital tools and expanding comparative
linguistics, ensuring Arabic grammar remains academically robust and practically useful in a

globalised context.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4]

Part 4.1: Emergence of modern grammar studies

Traditional grammar focused on strict rules and abstract structures, while modern grammar
studies emphasised accessibility and practical communication.

Exposure to Western linguistic traditions encouraged reformists to adopt comparative methods
and modern frameworks.

Ol 282l Y Glulll 2 583 iia § Lail snil(“Grammar was established to correct the tongue, not to
complicate expression”).

He simplified grammatical rules in Revival of Grammar to make them clearer for learners.

By applying comparative linguistics and modern categories to Arabic grammar.

Part 4.2: Key modern works and their themes

AR I S

Pedagogical innovation refers to new teachingmethods that improve learner engagement and
comprehension.

It shifted grammar teaching from abstract theory to practical usage through dialogues and texts.
Linguistic theory is a systematic framework for analysing language structure and use.

He applied modern linguisticidnsights, such as comparative syntax, to Arabic grammar.

It makes Arabic grammar more accessible to learners and connects it to global scholarship.

Part 4.3: Comparative evaluation of modern and traditional approaches

Accessibility and relevance in teaching grammar.

Critics feared simplification could reduce precision and scholarly depth.

Convergence means areas of agreement, while divergence refers to differences in methodology
and focus.

Traditional grammar relied on memorisation, while modern grammar encouraged learner-centred
teaching.

Ali al-Makhztmi.

Part 4.4: Contemporary relevance and future directions

1.

They made grammar more accessible and learner-centred, influencing curricula and teaching

methods.
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It means focusing on the learner’s needs and encouraging active participation in grammar
learning.

By including dialogues, contextual exercises, and examples of everyday Arabic usage.

Digital tools are technological applications such as apps and online platforms that support
grammar learning.

It helps identify universal principles and unique features, enriching Arabic grammar studies and

ensuring global relevance.

References and Attributions [Series 4]

Primary sources and scholarly works

Ibn Madha, A. (1993). Ar-Radd ‘ald al-Nuhat [Refutation of the Grammarians]. Cairo: Dar al-
Ma‘arif.

Mustafa, I. (1940). lhya’ an-Nahw [Revival of Grammar]. Cairo: Dar al-Ma‘arif.

Makhztmi, A. (1958). an-Nahw al- ‘Arabi: Nagd wa-Tawjthun [Arabic Grammar: Criticism and
Guidance]. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub.al-‘limiyya.

Illustrations and attributions

Figure 4.1 Transition from traditional to modern grammar approaches
o [Insert figure placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a diagram illustrating the transition from traditional Arabic grammar
to modern grammar studies."
o Tool/platform: Al-generated illustration.
o Suggested source search string: "transition from traditional to modern Arabic grammar
OER".
Box 4.1 Early modern scholars and their contributions
o [Insert box placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a text box summarising the contributions of Ibrahim Mustafa and Ali
al-Makhztimi to modern Arabic grammar studies."
o Tool/platform: Al-generated illustration.
o Suggested source search string: "Ibrahim Mustafa Ali al-Makhzumi contributions modern

Arabic grammar OER".
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e Box 4.2 Pedagogical innovations in modern grammar teaching
o [Insert box placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a text box summarising pedagogical innovations in modern Arabic
grammar teaching."
o Tool/platform: Al-generated illustration.
o Suggested source search string: "pedagogical innovations Arabic grammar teaching
OER".
o Figure 4.2 Integration of linguistic theory into Arabic grammar
o [Insert figure placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a diagram showing how modern linguistic theory integrates into
Arabic grammar studies."
o Tool/platform: Al-generated illustration.
o Suggested source search string: "integration of linguistic theory Arabic grammar OER".
o Figure 4.3 Strengths and limitations of modern grammar studies
o [Insert figure placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a diagram showing strengths and limitations of modern Arabic
grammar studies."
o Tool/platform: Al-generated illustration.
o Suggested source search string: "strengths limitations modern Arabic grammar studies
OER".
e Box 4.3 Convergence and divergence between modern and traditional grammar
o [Insert box placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a text box summarising convergence and divergence between modern
and traditional Arabic grammar approaches."
o ' Tool/platform: Al-generated illustration.
o. Suggested source search string: "convergence divergence modern traditional Arabic
grammar OER".
o Figure 4.4 Impact of modern grammar studies on Arabic language education
o [Insert figure placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a diagram showing how modern grammar studies influence Arabic
language education today."
o Tool/platform: Al-generated illustration.
o Suggested source search string: "impact of modern Arabic grammar studies on education

OER".
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e Box 4.4 Future directions in Arabic grammar studies
o [Insert box placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a text box summarising future directions in Arabic grammar studies,
including digital tools and comparative linguistics."
o Tool/platform: Al-generated illustration.
o Suggested source search string: "future directions Arabic grammar studies digital tools

comparative linguistics OER".
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Series S Advanced Topics In Arabic
Grammar

Part 5.1: Complex syntactic structures in Arabic

Sub-Part 5.1.1: Advanced sentence patterns (<ewy! dlaall s dudedll ilaall)

Sub-Part 5.1.2: Embedded clauses and conditional constructions (H s sall Jeall g duda )5 Jaall)
Part 5.2: Morphological intricacies and derivational patterns

Sub-Part 5.2.1: Advanced verb forms and irregularities (33wl Jlai¥) 5 4 yall o)) 5531)

Sub-Part 5.2.2: Nominal derivations.and abstract nouns (3&&al clew¥l 5 jsladll)
Part 5.3: Semantic and pragmatic dimensions of grammar

Sub-Part 5.3.1: Nuances of meaning in syntax (%s>il cuS) jll &YYY)

Sub-Part 5.3.2: Pragmatic functions of grammar in discourse (Uaall & gl 430 lal) Cailla gt
Part 5.4: Contemporary applications and research directions

Sub-Part 5.4.1: Grammar in modern Arabic literature and media (lad) 23e Y15 ) 3 paill)

Sub-Part 5.4.2: Emerging trends in linguistic research (sl Sl & diaall cilalasyl)

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored modern works in Arabic grammar studies, focusing on reformist
contributions, pedagogical innovations, and their continuing relevance for teaching and research.

Building on that foundation, this Series takes you deeper into advanced topics in Arabic
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grammar, where complex structures, morphological intricacies, and semantic dimensions are
examined. This progression is essential for learners who wish to move beyond foundational
knowledge and engage with the finer details of Arabic grammar as both a linguistic system and a

tool for communication.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to analyse advanced syntactic and
morphological patterns, interpret the semantic and pragmatic functions of grammar, and evaluate
its application in contemporary contexts. By the end of this Series, you will be able to approach
Arabic grammar with greater depth and sophistication, applying your knowledge to both

academic study and practical usage.

We shall commence this Series by exploring complex syntactic struetures,including advanced
sentence patterns and embedded clauses. Next, we will move on to morphological intricacies,
examining verb forms, irregularities, and nominal derivations. Following that, we will continue
with the semantic and pragmatic dimensions of grammar, considering how meaning and
discourse functions are shaped by grammatical choices. Finally, we will wrap up by looking at
contemporary applications and research directions, focusing on grammar in modern Arabic

literature, media, and emerging linguistic trends.

Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

¢ SLO 5.1 analyse complex syntactic structures in Arabic, including advanced sentence patterns,
e SLO 5.2 explain the use of embedded clauses and conditional constructions in Arabic grammar,
e SLO 5.3 describe advanced verb forms and irregularities within morphological patterns,

e ~ SLO 5.4 demonstrate how nominal derivations and abstract nouns are formed and applied,

e SLO 5.5 interpret the semantic nuances conveyed through syntactic structures,

¢ SLO 5.6 evaluate the pragmatic functions of grammar in shaping discourse,

e SLO 5.7 apply advanced grammatical analysis to examples from modern Arabic literature and

media, and
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e SLO 5.8 assess emerging trends in linguistic research and their implications for Arabic grammar

studies.

5.1 Complex Syntactic Structures In Arabic

5.1.1 Advanced sentence patterns (4w daall 5 4lxdl) dlaall)

Arabic grammar distinguishes between 4badll aal)(verbal sentence), defined as a sentence that
begins with a verb, and 4xew¥) &aall(nominal sentence), defined as a sentence that'begins with a
noun. These two structures form the backbone of Arabic syntax, but advanced study reveals
more intricate variations. For instance, nominal sentences may include complex predicates, while

verbal sentences can incorporate multiple objects or adverbial phrases.

An example of a nominal sentence is: J¢ise CIL)(“The studentis diligent”), where the subject
(L)) is followed by a predicate (4-ias). A verbal sentence example is: Jwf/ cullhl i “The

student wrote the lesson”), where the verb (<) precedes the subject and object.

Fill in the blank: A nominal sentence begins with a , while a verbal sentence begins

with a verb.

-
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CONTRASTING ARABIC SENTENCE STRUCTURES

NOMINAL SENTENCE STRUCTURE VERBAL SENTENCE STRUCTURE
(Jumla Ismiyya) (Jumla Fi'liyya)

START START
/ Completes the Meaning

MUBTADA’ KHABAR FI'L FA'IL ' MAF'OL BIHI ;
(Subject/Topic) (Predicate/Comment) (Verb) (Subject/Doer) | mt’_’%";{gﬁg‘f)‘ver |

Noun or Pronoun Noun, Adjective, Phrase, ' Past, Present, or \/ Noun or Pronoun ) " Noun or Pronoun
(Definite) or Sentence (Indefinite) | Imperative Action | | (Nominative Case) ) (Accusative Case)
Example: Example:
Bz Mgl By A5l B
(Al-waladu nashiitun) - The boy is active. . (Kataba al-waladu risalatan) - The boy wrote a letter. |

KEY CHARACTERISTIC: KEY CHARACTERISTIC:
Starts with a NOUN. Starts with a VERB.
Focuses on state or description. Focuses on action or event.

FUNDAMENTAL DISTINCTION IN ARABIC GRAMMAR

Figure 5.1 Nominal and verbal sentence structures.

5.1.2 Embedded clauses and/conditional.constructions ( Jeall s 4k 31l Jaall
A g 5all)

Advanced syntax also.involves embedded clauses, defined as subordinate sentences that
function within a larger sentence, and conditional constructions, defined as sentences that
express cause-and-effect relationships using particles such as 5(if) or _«{if only). These
structures add depth and .complexity to Arabic grammar, allowing speakers to express nuanced

1deas.

For example, an embedded clause: 474 s/ LS Caf“T love the book that you read”), where
4154 2ilfs a relative clause modifying «-L</ A conditional construction: i G 0 S(“If you

study, you will succeed”), where the condition (<m0 1) leads to the result (Fa3).

Fill in the blank: Conditional constructions in Arabic often use particles such as or

S

-

o)
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Construction Type Example Translation / Function
(Arabic)
Embedded Clause & Alead] JU3 “The teacher said that the student is diligent.” —
(Nominal) J¢iae cullhl Clause embedded as object of verb.
Embedded Clause o Qs & j§ “I read the book which the author wrote.” —
(Relative) il palf duis Relative clause modifying noun.
Embedded Clause i Gl el | “] liked that you study hard.” — Infinitival clause
(Complement) day functioning as subject/object.
Conditional (Simple) aaiigutis) | “If you study, yousucceed.” — Basic conditional
with J.
Conditional (Future) J38 G pan 13| “If you come tomorrow, we will meet.” — Sused
AL for real future conditions.
Conditional caad st gl | “Ifyou had studied, you would have succeeded.”
(Counterfactual) — _skxpresses unreal or past counterfactual
condition.

Box 5.1 Examples of embedded clauses and conditional constructions

Pilot questions;5.1

1. What isthe difference between a nominal sentence and a verbal sentence in Arabic?

2.
3.
4.
5.

Give one example of a nominal sentence and one example of a verbal sentence.

Define embedded clause in Arabic grammar.
Provide an example of a conditional construction using 4/

Which particles are commonly used to form conditional sentences in Arabic?
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5.2 Morphological Intricacies And Derivational Patterns

5.2.1 Advanced verb forms and irregularities (33l Jui¥) 5 4 puall ol )5Y))

Arabic morphology is built around verb forms (i <l () 55¥1), defined as systematic patterns
that verbs follow to express tense, voice, and meaning. The triliteral root system allows verbs to
be derived into multiple forms, each carrying a distinct nuance. For example, the root «to
write) can produce <X he wrote), ‘.'—ﬁ?(he made someone write), and —Xiu(he asked someone

to write).

Irregular verbs, known as 33l Jud¥), are those that deviate from standard morphological
patterns. These often involve weak letters (4!l s 5 )») such as _or ¢5 whichumay drop or change
depending on tense and conjugation. For instance, the verb J{he said) derives from the root /5

but the middle weak letter disappears in certain forms.

Fill in the blank: Arabic verbs are derived from roots, which can be expanded into

multiple forms.

Triliteral Arabic Roots & Derived Verb Forms (Ej.é.éjl Qljj)

TRILITEBAI: ROOT
(6 ,35)

K-T-B (w-&-2)) - “To Write”

Form | Form Il Form IlI FormJ\E/
-1-= P 121~ “1- -
J=s U=o Jels J=sl
- == 1z aee z
S S <SS _3S|
K-T-B K-T-B K-T-B K-T-8i
Transliterating/ Causative/Intensive Causative/Intensive/ Causative/Intensive
basic ) meaning reflexive L reciprocal J
N -
Form V. Form 1lI Form VI Form IV Form IX Form X
—I-’uei ,la|’..’. —l‘fgl ,l——el ﬁl—el —I—gfel
- Szz S s e 2 soe G 2 - zen o
K-T-B K-T-ISt K-T-5il K-Tttil K-T-31 K-Tshttul
Causative/Intensive Causatic/reflexive/ Arabic/reflexive Multis/collective Requestitative Requestative
Intensive [ reciprocal reflexive reflexive renassative

Figure 5.2 Derived verb forms from triliteral roots.
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5.2.2 Nominal derivations and abstract nouns (4&iiall slaw¥) 5 jladll)

Arabic also makes extensive use of nominal derivations (4iiial) sLeuY!), defined as nouns
derived from verb roots to indicate agents, instruments, or qualities. For example, from the root
—iSwe derive il writer), < s+Sq(written), and <LYbook). These derivations enrich the

language by expanding vocabulary while maintaining a connection to the root meaning.

Another important category is abstract nouns (U3b=<ll), defined as verbal nouns that express the
action or state without reference to time. For instance, <LYwriting) is the verbal noun of <
Abstract nouns are crucial in academic and literary contexts, as they allow ideas to be expressed

in a timeless and generalised way.

Fill in the blank: The verbal noun <LlSs an example of an noun derived from the
root s
Category Example Translation / Function
(Arabic)
Agent Noun (Ism S (katib) “Writer” — Derived from verb kataba (to write),
Fa‘il) denotes the doer of the action.
Object Noun (Ism i “Written” — Derived from verb kataba, denotes the
Maf“il) (maktiib) object of the action.
Instrument Noun Zbss (miftah) “Key” — Derived from verb fataha (to open),
(Ism Ala) denotes the tool used.

Place Noun (Ism wbse (majlis) | “Sitting place” — Derived from verb jalasa (to sit),

Makan) denotes location.

Time Noun (Ism 2 50 (maw ‘id) “Appointment/time” — Derived from verb wa ‘ada
Zaman) (to promise), denotes time.

Abstract Noun LS (kitaba) “Writing” — Verbal noun expressing the action in
(Masdar) abstract form.
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Abstract Noun STPE “Freedom” — Derived from adjective hurr (free),

(Conceptual) (hurriyya) expresses an abstract quality.

Box 5.2 Examples of nominal derivations and abstract nouns

Pilot questions 5.2

1. What are verb forms (4 sl ¢ 35¥) in Arabic morphology?
Give one example of an irregular verb and explain why it is irregular.
Define nominal derivations and provide one example.

What is an abstract noun (Jx=-l)) in Arabic grammar?

o > 0o n

Derive two nouns from the root —fand explain their meanings.

5.3 Semantic And Pragmatic Dimensions Of Grammar

5.3.1 Nuances of meaning in.syntax (<s>ill cus) il YY)

Arabic grammar is not only about structure but also about meaning. Semantics, defined as the

study of meaning in language, helps us understand how different syntactic arrangements convey
subtle differences. For example, the sentence /e 3 j < ui“Zayd hit ‘Amr”) can be rearranged
as 1 j&ims /eeto emphasise the object. Both sentences are grammatically correct, but the focus

shifts depending on word order.

This demonstrates how syntax interacts with meaning, allowing speakers to highlight certain
elements for emphasis or stylistic effect. Such nuances are particularly important in literature,

rhetoric, and everyday communication.

Fill in the blank: Changing the word order in a sentence can shift the without

altering grammatical correctness.
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IMPACT OF WORD ORDER ON MEANING IN ARABIC SYNTAX

NEUTRAL / UNMARKED ORDER (VSO - Default Action Focus)
Aol LIl Cas -—* [ The student wrote the letter. } G-

Kataba al-talibu al-risalata
Verb (V) ' Subject(S) ' Object () Focus: The action of writing is the primary
Action Doer Receiver information.

KEY ENABLERS:
CASE ENDINGS &

SUBJECT FOCUS / TOPICALIZATION (SVO - Emphasizing the Doer) RIS

“The student, he wrote the letter.” }

__* or
{ "It was the student who wrote the letter.”

Focus: The subject (student) is emphasized or
established as the topic.

OBJECT FOCUS / EMPHASIS (OVS / VOS - Emphasizing the Receiver)

1
I
'
|
'

'

:

'

! Case markers (I'rab)
'

J on the ends of words
! (e.g., ~u for Subject,
I
1
h
i
i
'

'
1
i
|
i
)

ALyl &8 CJBN
Altalibu kataba al-risalata

Subject (S) Verb (V) Object (0)
Topic Action Receiver

-a for Object) identify
grammatical roles
regardless of position,
allowing flexibility.

Pragmatic needs

CJB) cS Aol (emphasis, contrast,

Al-risélata kataba al-talibu topicalizgtion) drive

Object(0) = Verb(V)  Subject(S) the choice of non-
Focus Action Doer default orders.

i { “The letter, the student wrote it.” }

or
“It was the letter that the student wrote.”

S AL}l c38
Kataba al-risélata al-talibu

Verb(V) ' Object(0) ' Subject(S)
Action Focus Doer

Focus: The object (letter) is emphasized, often
to contrast with something else.

Figure 5.3 Word order and meaning in Arabic syntax.

5.3.2 Pragmatic functions of grammar in discourse ( & s~ill 4 glail) Caills gl
c_a\.}a;j\)

Beyond meaning, grammar also serves pragmatic functions, defined as the ways language is
used in context to achieve communication goals. Pragmatics considers factors such as speaker
intention, audience, and situational context. For instance, the use of conditional sentences ( //
g Gy “If you study, you will succeed”) not only conveys a grammatical relationship but

also serves to motivate or persuade.

Another example is ellipsis, where parts of a sentence are omitted because they are understood
from context. In conversation, one might say <uzd ca={“Yes, I did”) without repeating the verb
phrase, relying on shared understanding. Pragmatic functions highlight how grammar adapts to

real-world discourse, making communication efficient and effective.
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Fill in the blank: Pragmatics studies how grammar is used in

communication goals.

to achieve

Pragmatic Function | Example (Arabic) Role in Discourse
Politeness & audinilf gaal] i alasic): Marks respect and social hierarchy.

Respect il (o Yo alif
Emphasis Aaatl S5 4 it ) Reinforces certainty and highlights
Jgina importance.
Focus/ Lsrdall ot L] 4 ISl Brings the object into focus, guiding
Topicalization listener’s attention.
Condition & Caadl Gy 41 Expresses-counterfactual or hypothetical
Hypothesis situations.
Contrast & naay al aleal] 58I Signals discourse contrast or correction.
Opposition
Sequential Cohesion | L) &9 o d3Gu)s t2ig S Maintains flow and coherence in
Al narration.
Pragmatic Softening Baw Go¥ e 48 Introduces hedging, reducing
assertiveness.
Interpersonal Sl s iy Engages the listener, inviting agreement
Meaning or response.

Box 5.3 Examples of pragmatic functions in Arabic grammar

Pilot questions 5.3

1. What.is semantics in the context of Arabic grammar?

How can word order affect meaning in a sentence?

Define pragmatics in grammar studies.

2
3
4. Give one example of a pragmatic function in Arabic discourse.
5

Why are pragmatic functions important for effective communication?
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5.4 Contemporary Applications And Research Directions

5.4.1 Grammar in modern Arabic literature and media (a2 Y5 ¥ & sl

alaall

Arabic grammar continues to play a vital role in shaping modern literature, defined as
contemporary written works such as novels, poetry, and essays, and media, defined as platforms
of communication including newspapers, television, and digital outlets. In literature, authors
often manipulate grammatical structures to achieve stylistic effects, such as emphasis, rhythm, or
ambiguity. For example, the deliberate use of ellipsis or inversion can create dramatic tension in

a poem or narrative.

In media, grammar ensures clarity and precision in reporting. Journalists rely on accurate syntax
to avoid misinterpretation, while broadcasters use simplified structures to reach wider audiences.
The adaptability of grammar to both artistic and practical contexts demonstrates its continuing

relevance.

Fill in the blank: In modern media, grammar ensures and precision in reporting.
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Cadad! (3 yall pdleYlg Yl G 9=l Hgo
The Role of Grammar in Modern Arabic Literature and Media

@ Cultural Identity & Communication @@
(Jolsllyddadeg) & &

-
l gg Cauzdl gyl oY)l % Coudl gyall YY) [ D
Modern Arabic Literature 5 U g

Modern Arabic Media (=
A

) :
News & Journalism Digital Content & Social

" Novels & Short Stories | ( Poetry
(Expressive Style, (Rhythm, (Formal Standard Arabic, Media (Informal/Hybrid
| Narrative Flow) ) | Linguistic Aesthetics) J Objectivity) Language, Engagement)
Dr;m ¥ Broadcasting & Podcasts

(Spoken Variety, Accessibility)

L (Dialogue, Character Voice) |

Influence
on Language Impact on

Evolution @@ (ag:i,fl“j;') |§%| belic Usage J

Structure, Clarity, Precision)

Figure 5.4 Grammar in literature and media.

5.4.2 Emerging trends in linguistic research (s sl Caaall & Zaal) clalasy)

Contemporary scholarship highlights several emerging trends, defined as new directions or
approaches in linguistic research that influence Arabic grammar studies. One major trend is the
integration of digital linguistics, defined as the use of computational tools and digital corpora to
analyse language patterns. This allows researchers to study grammar across vast datasets,

identifying usage trends that were previously inaccessible.

Another trend is the expansion of comparative linguistics, where Arabic is studied alongside
other world languages to uncover universal principles and unique features. This not only enriches
Arabic grammar but also situates it within global linguistic discourse. These research directions

ensure that Arabic grammar remains dynamic and responsive to modern challenges.

Fill in the blank: Digital linguistics uses tools and corpora to analyse language

patterns.
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Trend Area Key Features & Contributions Potential Impact

Digital Use of corpora, Al-driven Enhances accessibility, provides
Linguistics grammar tools, and e-learning real-time analysis, and supports
platforms. personalized learning.
Corpus-Based Compilation of large digital text Empirical evidence for grammar
Studies databases (Classical & Modern rules, bridges descriptive and
Arabic). prescriptive approaches.
Computational Application of NLP (Natural Advances machine translation,
Grammar Language Processing) to Arabic | speech recognition, and automated
syntax and morphology. grammar.checking.
Comparative Cross-analysis with Latin, Broadens theoretical insights and
Linguistics Sanskrit, and modern languages. situates Arabic within global
linguistic traditions.
Dialect Inclusion of spoken varieties in Connects Classical Arabic with
Integration digital resources and grammar everyday communication, enriching
studies. linguistic diversity.

Pedagogical Simplified curricula supported by | Improves teaching effectiveness and

Innovation multimedia and interactive tools. Student engagement.
Global Online platforms for scholars to | Strengthens cross-cultural exchange
Collaboration share resources and comparative and modernizes Arabic grammar
research. studies.

Box 5.4 Emerging trends in Arabic grammar research

Pilot questions 5.4

1./ How is grammar used stylistically in modern Arabic literature?

Why is grammar important in media reporting?

Define digital linguistics in the context of grammar research.

What role does comparative linguistics play in modern Arabic grammar studies?

Name one emerging trend that ensures Arabic grammar remains dynamic.
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Series summary

This Series has focused on advanced topics in Arabic grammar, designed to deepen your
understanding of complex structures, morphological patterns, and the wider semantic and
pragmatic dimensions of the language. Its purpose was to build on the foundations established in
earlier Series and highlight how grammar functions not only as a set of rules but also-as a

dynamic system that shapes meaning, discourse, and contemporary applications.

We began by examining complex syntactic structures, including nominal and verbal sentences as
well as embedded clauses and conditional constructions. We then moved on to merphological
intricacies, exploring advanced verb forms, irregularities, and nominal derivations. Following
that, we considered the semantic and pragmatic dimensions of grammar, showing how meaning
and discourse functions are influenced by syntax and context. Finally, we explored contemporary
applications and research directions, focusing on grammar in modern literature, media, and
emerging linguistic trends. By completing this Seties, you should now be able to analyse
advanced syntactic and morphological patterns, interpret semantic nuances, evaluate pragmatic
functions, and apply your knowledge to both academic study and modern contexts, as outlined in

the Series Learning Outcomes.

Glossary of terms

o Abstract nouns (u4a4all): Verbal nouns that express an action or state without reference
to time, such.as 4L writing).

« Comparative linguistics (4t} <l ll): The study of similarities and differences
between languages, often used to enrich Arabic grammar by identifying universal
principles and unique features.

o Conditional constructions (b4l Jaall): Sentences that express cause-and-effect
relationships using particles like /5(if) or _s{if only).

« Digital linguistics (42! <L slll): The use of computational tools and digital corpora to

analyse language patterns and grammar.
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« Embedded clauses (43« sall Jaall): Subordinate sentences that function within a larger
sentence, often introduced by relative pronouns such as s/

o Irregular verbs (F3&) Jad¥l): Verbs that deviate from standard morphological patterns,
often involving weak letters like _or ¢s.

« Nominal derivations (4&i&all slau¥l): Nouns derived from verb roots to indicate agents,
instruments, or qualities, such as <l writer) or <LYbook).

« Nominal sentence (4:a«Y¥) 4deali): A sentence that begins with a noun, typically consisting
of a subject and predicate, e.g., J¢ixe CILI“The student is diligent™).

o Pedagogical innovation (s %,3 JSiY): New teaching methods introduced to improve
learner engagement and comprehension in grammar studies.

« Pragmatics (&d94): The study of how grammar is usedin context to achieve
communication goals, considering speaker intention and audience.

« Semantics (ANY): The study of meaning in language, focusing on how syntactic
arrangements convey different nuances.

« Verbal sentence (“xill 4laall): A sentence that begins with a verb, often followed by a
subject and object, e.g., (w/ QLI i “The student wrote the lesson™).

e Verb forms (<) &) 35¥): Systematic patterns derived from triliteral roots that express

tense, voice, and meaning, such as <& he wrote) or «—&iu(he asked someone to write).
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Concept check questions [Series 5]
Objective questions

1. A nominal sentence in Arabic begins with a , while a verbal sentence begins with a
verb. (Linked to SLO 5.1)

2. Which particles are commonly used to form conditional constructions in Arabic grammar?
(Linked to SLO 5.2)

3. The verbal noun <LSs an example of an noun derived from the root << (Linked to
SLO 5.4)

4. Which term refers to the study of meaning in language, focusing on how syntax conveys
nuances? (Linked to SLO 5.5)

5. Digital linguistics uses tools and corpora to analyse language patterns. (Linked to

SLO 5.8)
Short-answer questions

Define irregular verbs (3. Jxé¥1) in Arabic morphology. (Linked to SLO 5.3)
Explain one way word order canaffect meaning in Arabic syntax. (Linked to SLO 5.5)

What is meant by pragmaticsiin grammar studies? (Linked to SLO 5.6)

° »®» 2

Give one example of how grammar is used stylistically in modern Arabic literature. (Linked to
SLO 5.7)
10. Why is comparative linguistics important for Arabic grammar research? (Linked to SLO 5.8)

Long-answer questions

11. Analyse the differences between nominal and verbal sentences, providing examples of each.
(Linked to SLO'5.1)

12. Describe the role of embedded clauses and conditional constructions in Arabic grammar. (Linked
to SLO 5.2)

13 Demonstrate how nominal derivations expand vocabulary while maintaining root meaning, with
examples. (Linked to SLO 5.4)

14. Evaluate the pragmatic functions of grammar in discourse, using examples from everyday
communication. (Linked to SLO 5.6)

15. Assess the impact of emerging trends such as digital linguistics and comparative linguistics on

Arabic grammar studies. (Linked to SLO 5.8)
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Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5]

Objective questions

A

Noun.
Sand

Abstract.

Semantics.

Computational.

Short-answer questions

6.

0.

10.

Irregular verbs are those that deviate from standard morphological patterns, often involving weak
letters such as _or (5.

Word order can shift emphasis, for example placing the object first highlights it without changing
grammatical correctness.

Pragmatics studies how grammar is used in context to achieve communication goals, considering
speaker intention and audience.

Authors may use inversion or ellipsis.to create emphasis or stylistic effect in modern Arabic
literature.

Comparative linguistics enriches Arabic grammar by identifying universal principles and

situating it within global scholarship.

Long-answer questions

11.

Basic response: Nominal sentences begin with a noun and consist of subject and predicate, while
verbal sentences begin with a verb followed by subject and object.

Value-added response: Nominal sentences emphasise the subject, while verbal sentences
emphasise the action. Writers and speakers use these structures strategically to highlight meaning

and style.

12. Basic response: Embedded clauses function within larger sentences, and conditional

constructions express cause-and-effect relationships.
Value-added response: Embedded clauses add descriptive depth, while conditional sentences
serve rhetorical and persuasive functions, making them vital in both literature and everyday

speech.
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13. Basic response: Nominal derivations create nouns from verb roots, such as «iywriter) and <LS
(book).
Value-added response: These derivations expand vocabulary while preserving the root’s semantic
link, allowing Arabic to generate new words for modern contexts without losing linguistic
identity.

14. Basic response: Pragmatic functions include conditional sentences and ellipsis, which adapt
grammar to communication needs.
Value-added response: Pragmatics ensures efficiency and clarity in discourse, enabling speakers
to convey intention, persuasion, and shared understanding beyond literal grammatr.

15. Basic response: Emerging trends such as digital linguistics and comparative linguistics make
Arabic grammar more dynamic and globally relevant.
Value-added response: Digital tools allow large-scale corpus analysis, while comparative
linguistics situates Arabic within global frameworks, ensuring its continued academic and

practical significance in the modern era.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5]
Part 5.1: Complex syntactic structures in Arabic

1. A nominal sentence begins with a noun, while a verbal sentence begins with a verb.

2. Nominal: J¢ise GILI(“The student is diligent”); Verbal: (w2 Clhl i{““The student wrote the
lesson”).

3. An embedded clause is a subordinate sentence that functions within a larger sentence, often
introduced by a relative pronoun.

4, i G o (“If you study, you will succeed”).

5. Common particles include and &/
Part 5.2: Morphological intricacies and derivational patterns

1. Verb forms (& <l ol 35Y') are systematic patterns-derived from triliteral roots to express tense,
voice, and meaning.

2. JHhe said) is irregular because the middle weak letter disappears in certain forms.

3. Nominal derivations are nouns derived from verb.roots to indicate agents, instruments, or
qualities, e.g., <l writer).

4. An abstract noun (Lx=4l') is a'verbal noun that expresses the action or state without reference to
time.

5. From < <slwriter) and <EXbook).
Part 5.3: Semantic and pragmatic dimensions of grammar

1. Semantics is the study of meaning in language.

2. Word order can shift emphasis, e.g., placing the object first highlights it without changing
correctness.

3. Pragmaticsiis the study of how grammar is used in context to achieve communication goals.

4. Example: Ellipsis, where parts of a sentence are omitted but understood from context.

5. ' Pragmatic functions are important because they make communication efficient and effective.
Part 5.4: Contemporary applications and research directions

1. Grammar is used stylistically in literature through inversion, ellipsis, and manipulation of

structures for emphasis.
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Grammar ensures clarity and precision in media reporting.

Digital linguistics is the use of computational tools and digital corpora to analyse language
patterns.

Comparative linguistics situates Arabic within global linguistic discourse and enriches grammar
studies.

Emerging trends such as digital linguistics and comparative linguistics.
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Illustrations and attributions

Figure 5.1 Nominal and verbal sentence structures
o | [Insert figure placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a diagram contrasting nominal and verbal sentence structures in
Arabic grammar."
o Tool/platform: Al-generated illustration.
o Suggested source search string: "nominal vs verbal sentence structures Arabic grammar
OER".
Box 5.1 Examples of embedded clauses and conditional constructions
o [Insert box placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a text box summarising examples of embedded clauses and
conditional constructions in Arabic grammar."

o Tool/platform: Al-generated illustration.
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o Suggested source search string: "embedded clauses conditional constructions Arabic
grammar OER".
e Figure 5.2 Derived verb forms from triliteral roots
o [Insert figure placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a diagram showing triliteral Arabic roots and their derived verb
forms."
o Tool/platform: Al-generated illustration.
o Suggested source search string: "Arabic triliteral roots verb forms OER".
e Box 5.2 Examples of nominal derivations and abstract nouns
o [Insert box placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a text box summarising examples of nominal derivations and abstract
nouns in Arabic grammar."
o Tool/platform: Al-generated illustration.
o Suggested source search string: "nominal derivations abstract nouns Arabic grammar
OER".
e Figure 5.3 Word order and meaning in Arabic syntax
o [Insert figure placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a diagram showing how word order affects meaning in Arabic
syntax."
o Tool/platform: Al-generated illustration.
o Suggested source search string: "Arabic syntax word order meaning OER".
e Box 5.3 Examples of pragmatic functions in Arabic grammar
o [Insert box placeholder here]
o /Al prompt: "Create a text box summarising pragmatic functions of grammar in Arabic
discourse."
o. Tool/platform: Al-generated illustration.
o Suggested source search string: "pragmatic functions Arabic grammar discourse OER".
o Figure 5.4 Grammar in literature and media
o [Insert figure placeholder here]
o Al prompt: "Create a diagram showing the role of grammar in modern Arabic literature
and media."
o Tool/platform: Al-generated illustration.
o Suggested source search string: "Arabic grammar in literature and media OER".

e Box 5.4 Emerging trends in Arabic grammar research
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o [Insert box placeholder here]

o Al prompt: "Create a text box summarising emerging trends in Arabic grammar research,
including digital linguistics and comparative linguistics."

o Tool/platform: Al-generated illustration.

o Suggested source search string: "emerging trends Arabic grammar research OER".
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