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Course code: ARA 301
Course title: Grammar IV

Course credit load: 2 Units

Series 1: Numbers in Arabic Grammar

1.1 Concept of Numbers in Arabic Grammar
o 1.1.1 Definition of 3=¥)(Numbers) in Arabic
o 1.1.2 Importance of Numbers in sentence construction
o 1.1.3 Basic classification of Numbers
1.2 Cardinal Numbers (4:LaY) J2s31)
o 1.2.1 Numbers from 1 to 10 (3 () aalg)
o 1.2.2 Numbers from 11 to 19 (9&& daud ) sde aai)
o 1.2.3 Numbers from 20 upwards (ds® Lé guds)
1.3 Ordinal Numbers (4531 i)
o 1.3.1 Formation of Ordinals (3G ¢ i) (J4¥)

o 1.3.2 Usage of Ordinals in sentences

o 1.3.3 Agreement of Ordinals with gender and case

e 1.4 Grammatical Agreement of Numbers (29l 3321} 48,Uaq)
o 1.44 Rules of agreement between Numbers and Nouns
o 1.4.2/Exceptions in agreement

o 1.4.3 Common errors and corrections

Introduction

Numbers are an essential part of everyday communication, whether we are counting objects,
indicating order, or expressing quantities. In Arabic, %¥/(Numbers) play a particularly
significant role because their grammatical behaviour is closely tied to the structure of sentences.
Unlike English, Arabic Numbers follow specific rules of agreement with the nouns they

describe, and these rules can vary depending on the type of number and the context in which it is
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used. By studying Numbers in Arabic Grammar, you will gain insight into one of the most
practical aspects of the language, which will strengthen your ability to read, write, and analyse

Arabic texts with precision.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the knowledge and skills to identify, classify, and
correctly use Numbers in Arabic Grammar. You will learn how Numbers interact with nouns,
how they are formed, and how they function within sentences, enabling you to apply these rules

confidently in both academic and real-life contexts.

We shall commence this Series by examining the concept of Numbers in Arabic Grammar,
focusing on their definition, importance, and basic classification. Next, we will-explore %)
4La¥)(Cardinal Numbers), beginning with those from one to ten, then moving on to Numbers
from eleven to nineteen, and finally considering Numbers from twenty upwards. Following that,
we will study 4z il 33e3)(Ordinal Numbers), looking at how they'are formed and used in
sentences, as well as their agreement with gender and case. Finally, we will wrap up by
analysing the grammatical agreement between Numbers and nouns, highlighting exceptions and
common errors to avoid. This structured journey will ensure that you develop a clear and

practical understanding of Numbers in Arabic Grammar.

Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

¢ SLO 1.1 define the concept of ¥:=¥(Numbers) in Arabic Grammar and explain their role in
sentence construction,

e . SLO 1.2 classify 4la¥) 33=¥)(Cardinal Numbers) into their ranges and demonstrate their correct
usage in sentences,

e SLO 1.3 construct 4 ill 3:Y)(Ordinal Numbers) and apply them appropriately with attention
to gender and case agreement,

e SLO 1.4 analyse the rules of 2gall 333 44Uaa(agreement between Numbers and Nouns) and

identify common exceptions and errors,
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e SLO 1.5 evaluate examples of Number usage in authentic Arabic texts and distinguish between
correct and incorrect applications,

e SLO 1.6 apply the rules of Number agreement to design grammatically accurate sentences in
both written and spoken Arabic,

e SLO 1.7 demonstrate the ability to correct common learner mistakes involving Numbers/in

Arabic Grammar.

1.1 Concept Of Numbers In Arabic Grammar

1.1.1 Definition of 3¥)(Numbers) in Arabic

In Arabic Grammar, =¥/(Numbers) are words used to indicate‘quantity, order, or sequence.

They are not merely mathematical symbols but grammatical elements that interact with nouns in
specific ways. Numbers can function as adjectives, determiners, or even as independent words in
sentences. Their role is crucial because they establish clarity in communication, whether you are

counting objects, specifying order, or describing amounts.

Fill in the blank: Numbers in Arabic are called

Figure 1.1 Relationship between Numbers and Nouns in Arabic Grammar

Modify / Describe
(93>3 / Caual)

e.g., &556 (three) > g;,Jg(books)

Figure 1.1 Relationship between Numbers and Nouns in Arabic Grammar.

Heea)
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1.1.2 Importance of Numbers in sentence construction

Numbers are essential in both spoken and written Arabic because they provide precision. For
example, when you say <8 &3(three books), the Number 4&modifies the noun <&Sand
conveys exact meaning. Without Numbers, communication would often be vague or incomplete.

Numbers also help in structuring narratives, instructions, and descriptions.

Fill in the blank: The phrase S &means in English.

Plate 1.1 Classroom example of using Numbers in Arabic.
1.1.3 Basic classification of Numbers

Arabic Numbers are classified into two main categories: 4sla¥) la=¥)(Cardinal Numbers) and

435 3l Mae¥)(Ordinal Numbers).

o | 4LaY Y (Cardinal Numbers) indicate quantity, such as 4als(one), OLil(two), or 3 e
(ten).
o 4l MeY(Ordinal Numbers) indicate order or position, such as Js¥(the first), A &i(the

second), or s<lali(the tenth).
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This classification is important because each type follows distinct grammatical rules. Cardinal

Numbers often require agreement with the counted noun, while Ordinal Numbers behave more

like adjectives, describing the position of the noun in a sequence.

Fill in the blank: 4 3 SaeYlare used to show

Box 1.1 Classification of Numbers in Arabic
Grammar
Classification | Arabic Term Examples
Cardinal 2LV AN | BEE o Al
Numbers g - g
Ordinal 8 -0 o TS @ 2 SE
A*LU '3 Jsfy\ 23\ ¢ Uﬂ\c;} NI
Numbers JJ oL = 2

Box 1.1 Classification of Numbers in Arabic Grammar.

Pilot questions 1.1

1. Whatis the Arabic term for Numbers in Grammar?

1 MRy A

r;j

Give one example of a Cardinal Number in Arabic.
Give one example of an Ordinal Number in Arabic.
Why are Numbers important in sentence construction?

Fillin the blank: The phrase < &dimeans

o)
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1.2 Cardinal Numbers (la¥) slac Y1)

Cardinal Numbers, known in Arabic as 4a¥) 322¥), are used to indicate quantity. They answer

the question “how many?” and are essential for expressing amounts in everyday communication.

In Arabic Grammar, Cardinal Numbers follow specific rules of agreement with the nouns they

describe, and these rules vary depending on the range of the number.

1.1.1 Numbers from 1 to 10 (3de A} aaly)

The Numbers from alg(one) to 3 & (ten) are the foundation'of ¢ounting in Arabic. These

Numbers are unique because they often require gender agreement with the noun they modify.

For example, <8 &3(three books) uses the femining form of the Number because the noun s

is masculine plural. Conversely, <l &(three female students) uses the masculine form of the

Number because the noun <llkis feminine plural.

Fill in the blank: The Arabic Number for “three” is

Table 1.1 Numbers from 1 to 10 in Arabic with gender forms

Number (English) | Masculine Form (Arabic) | Feminine Form (Arabic)
1 (one) >3 (wahid) 83>3 (wahidah)
2 (two) o (ithnan) oG (ithnatan)
3 (three) &Y6 (thalathah) &6 (thalath)

4 (four) :"Géj (arba‘ah) C:”)" (arba)

5 (five) dzs (khamsah) o> (khams)

6 (six) & (sittah) G (sitt)

7 (seven) 42 (sab‘ah) & (sab’)

8 (eight) 4565 (thamaniyah) olas (thamanin)
9 (nine) da.d (tis‘ah) & (tis”)

10 (ten) 57u& (‘asharah) & (‘ashr)

Table 1.1 Numbers from 1 to 10 in Arabic with gender forms.

-
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1.1.2 Numbers from 11 to 19 (e daud ) sde i)

The Numbers from sés ai(eleven) to s&& dawd(nineteen) are compound Numbers formed by
combining units with % (ten). These Numbers generally agree with the gender of the noun they

describe. For example, Sa, & asi(eleven men) and $1 4l 5 de saal(eleven women).

Fill in the blank: The Arabic Number for “eleven women” is

Compound Number

Units (2=31) (S S5ad1 3aal)

351 (ahada), e e 351 (eleven, masc.)
3| (ihda), (B35 [ 75&) 3 $3>| (eleven, fem.)
&6 (thalathata), FuE BY6 (thirteen, masc.)
&6 (thalatha) _ . 878 &M (thirteen, fem.)
combines with

=
s = _
-

(&5 \=2)

Figure 1.2 Structure of compound Numbers in Arabic
Figure 1.2 Structure of compound Numbers in Arabic.

1.1.3 Numbers from 20 upwards (a8 Lé 05 58)

Numbers from (3% (twenty) upwards follow a different pattern. They are often expressed in
tens, such as ¢ $¥(thirty), ¢sl(forty), and so on. These Numbers are indeclinable, meaning
they do not change form based on case. When combined with units, they form compound

Numbers; for example, LS (1948 9 &wsd(twenty-five books).

Fill in the blank: The Arabic Number for “thirty” is

-

Do)
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Box 1.2 Examples of Numbers from 20 upwards in
Arabic sentences

B S W .
1. Thirty students arrived. | Al O8N (L0
2. I bought twenty-five books.| GG 7 hed 105 ESRE)
3. In the room are forty-two |§\ij1> O 923515 O ;«:j:d\ 2

tables.

Box 1.2 Examples of Numbers from 20 upwards.in Arabic sentences.

Pilot questions 1.2

1. Whatis the Arabic term for Cardinal Numbers?
Give one example of a Number from 1 to 10 with its gender form.
How are Numbers from 11 to 19 formed in Arabic?

What is the Arabic Number for thirty?

o > 0o n

Why are Numbers from 20 upwards described as indeclinable?

1.3 Ordinal Numbers (fex il dlac YY)

Ordinal Numbers, known in Arabic as 43 32¥), are used to indicate order or position. They
answer the question “which one?” rather than “how many?”. For example, Js¥\(the first), A4
(the second), and * »&ad\(the tenth). These Numbers function like adjectives, describing the rank

or sequence of a noun within a group.
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1.3.1 Formation of ordinals (GGl « S8l < s¥1)

The formation of Ordinal Numbers in Arabic involves modifying the basic Cardinal Numbers

into adjectival forms. For instance, 3)s(one) becomes Js¥)(the first), and ¢Ui)(two) becomes

*4ll(the second). These forms are typically prefixed with the definite article J'to indicate

specificity.

Fill in the blank: The Arabic Ordinal for “the second” is )
Table 1.2 Formation of Ordinal Numbers from Cardinal Numbers

Cardinal Number | Cardinal Number Ordinal Number Ordinal Number
(Arabic) (English) (Arabic) (English)
3>13 (wahid) one U391 (al-awwal) the first
Qtﬁ‘l (ithnan) two U-'gé.” (ath-than) the second
B35 (thalathah) three é,‘.j ] (ath-thalith) the third
ii.’:jil (arba‘ah) four ’&"ljl'i (ar-rabi‘) the fourth
i3 (khamsah) five Seol3) (al-khamis) the fifth
:ﬁ-gu (sittah) six Cwolid) (as-sadis) the sixth
33;14 (sab‘ah) seven 2LaJ) (as-sabif) the seventh
:‘i;.;L&?s (thamaniyah) eight S’ (ath-thamin) the eighth
4253 (tis‘ah) nine w1 (at-tasi®) the ninth
8 & (‘asharah) ten }sja'lijl (al-‘ashir) the tenth

Table 1.2 Formation of Ordinal Numbers from Cardinal Numbers.

1.3.2 Usage of ordinals in sentences

Ordinal Numbers are used to describe the position of nouns in a sequence. For example, «iall

Js¥(the first student) and <& (w Ai(the third lesson). They agree with the noun in gender,

number; and case. This means that the form of the Ordinal changes depending on whether the

noun is masculine or feminine, singular or plural.

Fill.in'the blank: The phrase &Y G limeans

-

in English.
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Plate 1.2 Example of Ordinal Numbers used in Arabic sentences.

1.3.3 Agreement of ordinals withigender and case

Ordinal Numbers must agree with thenouns they describe in gender and case. For example,
Ss¥\(the first, feminine) is used with feminine nouns such as (As¥) &lkal)(the first female
student). Similarly, &(the second, masculine) is used with masculine nouns such as Ul
~4(the second male student). Case endings also apply, depending on the grammatical role of

the noun in the sentence.

Fill in the blank: The feminine form of “the first” in Arabic is

-
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Masculine Examples ( ,Siwl! dliel) Feminine Examples (&350 dlisl)

22 T S o, % 2o B2 8

> 3&\ g..)\:LS!\ O d_g’)!\ el

(The first book is new.) [Nominative] | (The first article is good.) [Nominative]

<o ° 2 » ~ 20 2tz ° T

I S &i58 SV DG &3

(I read the first book.) [Accusative] | (I wrote the first article.) [Accusative]
Zo __»o . A ,;.“o“,:o/

3V oSt Bvle 13s Jg¥ DG 5y

(This is the cover of the first book.) (From the first article.) [Genitive]

[Genitive]

Box 1.3 Examples of gender and case agreement in Ordinal Numbers.

Box 1.3 Examples of gender and case agreement in Ordinal Numbers.

Pilot questions 1.3

1. Whatis the Arabic termfor Ordinal Numbers?
Give the Ordinal form of the Cardinal Number “two”.
Translate the phrase &l g dllinto English.

What is the feminine form of “the first” in Arabic?

a > » N

Why must Ordinal Numbers agree with the nouns they describe?

1.4 Grammatical Agreement Of Numbers (2sxall 2221l d3ag)

In Arabic Grammar, gl 333 d&arefers to the rules governing the agreement between
Numbers and the nouns they describe. This agreement is not always straightforward, as it
depends on the range of the Number, the gender of the noun, and sometimes even the case

endings. Mastering these rules is essential for constructing grammatically accurate sentences.

-
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1.4.1 Rules of agreement between Numbers and nouns

Numbers in Arabic follow specific patterns when agreeing with nouns. For example:

¢ Numbers from 3 to 10 take the opposite gender of the noun they describe. Thus, «iS A5

(three books, masculine noun with feminine Number) and <t &3(three female students,

feminine noun with masculine Number).

e Numbers 11 to 99 generally agree with the gender of the noun. For instance, Saygde sl

(eleven men) and 3i 4l 5,48 sasl(eleven women).

e Numbers 100 and above are usually indeclinable and do-not change form, but the counted

noun appears in the genitive plural, such as s 4ila(one hundred books).

Fill in the blank: Numbers from 3 to 10 take the

gender of the noun they describe.

Table 1.3 Rules of agreement between Numbers and nouns

Number,Range
(2931 )

Agreemen’t Rule
(d85aa) 5icL8)

Counted NO}In Case
(2942a)1 AJ15)

Exgmples
(ddz)

1-2
(0B - u=13)

Aggrees in gender with noun
(Cwslilig xS 3 39d3all 5yUa))

Follows the noun
(39423l ’&212)

3>15 CES (one book),
Y. G
8>3 4,23 (one story)

3-10
(375& — 4Y0)

Opposite gender to noun
(s xS § S9diall LH)

Genitive plural

(095 2oz)

g;f@ &N (three books),
vad EYB (three stories)

Compound numbers (11-12)
agree; others have specific

0 .. 11,_;9 ? _ % | rules. Generally unit disagrees, | Accusative singular (eleven men): M‘_”%}:‘% e
4":“‘3: " =) ten agrees for 13-19. (Cogiaia 3303) Wl Oyuey dass
(0924d5 d2id | 5 ¢(12-11) &if3d Gylhal C554)1) ' (twenty-five students)
151 deigh 4 d1ae
100+ Indeclinable (do not change Genitive singular S Lo (one hundred
(333 &3 Do) form) (\ghaal 3535 Y) (G933 3542) books), J5 <&l (one

thousand men)

Table 1.3 Rules of agreement between Numbers and nouns.
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1.4.2 Exceptions in agreement

While the general rules provide guidance, there are exceptions. For example, the Number ¢ui!
(two) always agrees with the noun in gender, regardless of the usual pattern. Similarly,
compound Numbers sometimes display irregularities in agreement. Learners must pay attention

to these exceptions to avoid errors in writing and speaking.

Fill in the blank: The Number that always agrees with the noun in gender is

Box 1.4 Common exceptions in Number agreement

The Number “Two” (uLzSI 33=0P);

Always agrees with the noun in gender (u.uUlg ,«S.ul ¢] G135 SgaxL) @.»Lb.a)
.gl.zsl gl.,.ij 1> . (Two male students came.)
.oLiffsl Qli;JLL &szl5. (Two female students came.)

~0E°

Compound Numbers (4.5 211 313eY)):
The unit (13-19) disagrees, while ‘ten’ agrees with the noun (53 J39i 25541
(19-13 & Gl GBI 232d15)

GLES 3&&. &6 guis (I have thirteen books.)

z
™

d.a8 8742 N6 guis (I have thirteen stories.)

Box 1.4 Common exceptions in Number agreement.
1.4.3 Common errors and corrections

Learners often make mistakes when applying Number agreement rules. A frequent error is using
the same gender for Numbers 3—10 as the noun, instead of the opposite. Another common
mistake is forgetting to place the counted noun in the genitive plural after Numbers 100 and

above. Correcting these errors requires practice and careful attention to detail.

Fill in the blank: After Numbers 100 and above, the counted noun should appear in the

plural.

-

R
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Common Error (25L& Uas)

Correction (Zx>wa5)

e)b? 856 (three pens)
- Error: Same gender used

(bt Gl A13Esn s

Ges E’Gl.g (one hundred books)
- Error: Noun in accusative

‘-4—

( ’2'3_94:.03""‘ Uas)

o=

e)‘ai 556 (three pens)

=

—>- Correction: Opp05|te gender used

—_—

(oeSWEAH udaddl (135l el

uLS cul.o (one hundred books)
- Correction: Noun in genitive

(39358 S9darll FIE2=5)

Figure 1.3 Common errors and corrections in Number agreement

Figure 1.3 Common errors and corrections in Number agreement.

Pilot questions 1.4

1. Whatis the Arabic term for Numberagreement?

a > » N

Series Summary

How do Numbers from 3 to 10 agree with the nouns they describe?
Give one example of an exception in Number agreement.
What happens to the counted noun after Numbers 100 and above?

Why is it important to learn the exceptions to Number agreement rules?

This Series has guided you through the study of 33¥\(Numbers) in Arabic Grammar,

highlighting their importance in communication and their role in shaping sentence structure. We

began by exploring the concept of Numbers, their definition, and their relevance in everyday

usage. We then examined 4la¥) 3ae¥)(Cardinal Numbers), moving from the basic forms one to

ten, through compound Numbers eleven to nineteen, and finally to Numbers from twenty
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upwards. Following that, we studied 4w il 32¥)(Ordinal Numbers), focusing on how they are
formed, used in sentences, and how they agree with gender and case. To conclude, we analysed
the rules of 2giall 33l 44aa(agreement between Numbers and nouns), paying attention to

exceptions and common errors.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define and classify Numbers in Arabic,
demonstrate their correct usage in sentences, construct Ordinal forms, and apply the rules of
agreement with confidence. You should also be able to evaluate examples from authentic texts,
apply these rules to design accurate sentences, and identify or correct common learner mistakes.
These skills directly align with the Series Learning Outcomes, ensuring that you are well

prepared to use Numbers effectively in both academic and practical contexts of Arabic Grammar.

Glossary of Terms

« %Y (Numbers): Words in Arabic Grammar used to indicate quantity or order. They
function as grammatical elements that interact with nouns to provide clarity in
communication.

o 4LaY MY (Cardinal Numbers): Numbers that express quantity, such as ) s(one),
OU)(two), and 3_<&(ten). They answer the question “how many?”.

o 4ugil Y (Ordinal Numbers): Numbers that express order or position, such as Js¥!
(the first), ~&)(the second), and s<al)(the tenth). They answer the question “which
one?”’.

o < (Definite Article): A prefix in Arabic placed before nouns or adjectives, including
Ordinal Numbers, to indicate specificity. For example, Js¥)means “the first”.

o dguall (Counted Noun): The noun that is being counted or described by a Number. For
example, in S &%(three books), <Sis the counted noun.

o | dgiall anl) 44Usa (Agreement of Numbers with Nouns): The grammatical rules that
govern how Numbers interact with the nouns they describe, including gender, case, and
number agreement.

o Bde ) aslg (Numbers 1-10): The basic set of Cardinal Numbers in Arabic, which

require gender agreement with the counted noun.
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o & daud M) de sl (Numbers 11-19): Compound Numbers formed by combining units
with e (ten), used to express quantities between eleven and nineteen.

o (358 Ld g de (Numbers 20 and above): Higher Numbers in Arabic, often expressed in
tens such as ¢$®¥(thirty) or ¢g=Ui(forty). These are indeclinable and usually require the

counted noun to appear in the genitive plural.

Concept Check Questions [Series 1]

Objective Questions

[

Identify the Arabic term for Numbers in Grammar. (Linked toSLOA1.1)

2. Select the correct Arabic Cardinal Number for ““five”:
a. AN
b. duwed
c. 4mw

d. 3,8 (Linked to SLO1.2)
3. Which of the following is-an Ordinal Number?

a. o
b. JY
C. B e

d. /4sa (Linked to SLO 1.3)
4. Numbers from 3 to.10 agree with the noun in:
a.. Same gender
b. Opposite gender
c. Dual form
d. Genitive case (Linked to SLO 1.4)
5./ True or False: Numbers from 20 upwards are indeclinable. (Linked to SLO 1.2)

Short-Answer Questions
6. Define 43lal) 33e¥)(Cardinal Numbers) and give one example. (Linked to SLO 1.2)
7. Construct the Ordinal form of the Cardinal Number “three”. (Linked to SLO 1.3)
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8. Explain why ¢Mi(two) is considered an exception in Number agreement. (Linked to SLO 1.4)
9. Translate the phrase <l guyAllinto English. (Linked to SLO 1.3)
10. State what happens to the counted noun after Numbers 100 and above. (Linked to SLO 1.4)

Long-Answer Questions

11. Analyse the rules of agreement between Numbers and nouns in Arabic, providing examples from
different ranges (1-2, 3—10, 11-19, 20+). (Linked to SLO 1.4)

11. Evaluate common learner errors in using Numbers in Arabic Grammar and suggest strategies for
correcting them. (Linked to SLO 1.7)

13. Apply your knowledge of Cardinal and Ordinal Numbers to design five grammatically accurate

Arabic sentences that demonstrate correct usage and agreement. (Linked to SLO 1.6)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1]

Objective Questions

1. i
Al
Js¥

b. Opposite gender

U S

True

Short-Answer Questions

6. 4la¥) daeYare Cardinal Numbers used to express quantity, e.g., 4xss(seven).

7. The Ordinal form of “three” is <&l\(the third).

8. ¢Hilalways agrees with the noun in gender, unlike Numbers 3—10 which take the opposite gender.
9. &Y gwulimeans “the third lesson”.

10. After Numbers 100 and above, the counted noun appears in the genitive plural, e.g., <US 4ila(one
hundred books).

Long-Answer Questions

11. Analyse the rules of agreement between Numbers and nouns in Arabic
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e Basic response: Numbers 1-2 agree with the noun in gender. Numbers 3—10 take the opposite
gender. Numbers 11-19 agree with the noun in gender. Numbers 20 upwards are indeclinable,
with the counted noun in the genitive plural.

e Value-added response: Learners may also note that compound Numbers (21-99) combine units
with tens, requiring careful agreement, and that exceptions such as ¢Mland ¢blilalways agree

with the noun in gender.
12. Evaluate common learner errors in using Numbers in Arabic Grammar

e Basic response: Common errors include failing to use opposite gender for Numbers 3—<10 and
forgetting genitive plural after 100+.

e Value-added response: Outstanding learners may suggest strategies such as practising with
authentic Arabic texts, creating sentence drills, and peer correction exercises to reinforce

accuracy.
13. Apply your knowledge of Cardinal and Ordinal Numbers to design sentences

e Basic response: Example sentences:
o  <iS &d(three books)
o sy e ai(eleven men)
o Js¥ Qali(the first student)
o &Y quuall(the third lesson)
o <US4dils(one hundred books)
¢ Value-added response: Learners may create more complex sentences, e.g., Ll ¢y g e g duned
A 5Y Bgualaall | g uas(twenty-five students attended the first lecture), showing compound

Numbers and Ordinal agreement in context.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1]

Pilot questions 1.1 (Concept of Numbers in Arabic Grammar)

1. The Arabic term for Numbers in Grammar is %),

2. The phrase <iS4means “three books”.

3. Numbers in Arabic are classified into 4:ka¥! 3a=¥)(Cardinal Numbers) and 4w il 3323 (Qrdinal
Numbers).

4. 4ud i saeYare used to show order or position.

5. Numbers are important in sentence construction because they provide precision and clarity in

communication.

Pilot questions 1.2 (Cardinal Numbers — 41! 33 ¥1)

1. The Arabic term for Cardinal Numbers is 4yl Saed).

Example: 4wei(five, masculine form) or. c«3(five, feminine form).
Numbers from 11 to 19 are formed by combining units with < (ten).
The Arabic Number for thirty'is ¢85,

A

Numbers from 20 upwards.are indeclinable and do not change form based on case.

Pilot questions 1.3 (Ordinal Numbers — 4 il 2 3))

1. The Arabic term for Ordinal Numbers is 4l slae¥),

The Ordinal form of the Cardinal Number “two” is *&(the second).
The phrase &Y (walimeans “the third lesson”.

The feminine form of “the first” in Arabic is s¥.

' ol 2N

Ordinal Numbers must agree with the nouns they describe in gender, number, and case.

Pilot questions 1.4 (Grammatical Agreement of Numbers — 3 g3all 33al) d3as)

1. The Arabic term for Number agreement is 3gall 33l ddiaa,
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Numbers from 3 to 10 take the opposite gender of the noun they describe.
Example: ¢Ul(two) always agrees with the noun in gender.

After Numbers 100 and above, the counted noun appears in the genitive plural.

A

It is important to learn exceptions to Number agreement rules because errors can lead to incorrect

sentence construction.

References and Attributions [Series 1]

General References

¢ Ryding, K. C. (2005). 4 Reference Grammar of Modern Standard Arabic. Cambridge University
Press.

e Holes, C. (2018). Modern Arabic: Structures, Functions, and Varieties. Routledge.

e Wehr, H. (1994). 4 Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic (J. Milton Cowan, Ed.). Spoken

Language Services.

Hlustration Attributions
Figure 1.1 Relationship between Numbers and Nouns in Arabic Grammar

e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
e Prompt: “Create a simple diagram showing how Arabic Numbers modify nouns in sentences,
with arrows linking the Number to the noun.”

¢ [ Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar numbers noun agreement diagram OER”.
Plate 1.1 Classroom example of using Numbers in Arabic

e  Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
e Prompt: “Generate an illustration of students in an Arabic classroom counting books, with Arabic
Numbers written on a board.”

e Suggested OER search string: “Arabic classroom counting books illustration OER”.

Box 1.1 Classification of Numbers in Arabic Grammar
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e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
e Prompt: “Create a table showing classification of Arabic Numbers into Cardinal and Ordinal,
with examples in Arabic script.”

e Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar cardinal ordinal numbers table OER”.

Table 1.1 Numbers from 1 to 10 in Arabic with gender forms

e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
e Prompt: “Create a table listing Arabic Numbers from 1 to 10, showing masculine and feminine
forms with English equivalents.”

e Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar numbers 1 to 10 masculine feminine table OER”.

Figure 1.2 Structure of compound Numbers in Arabic

e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
e Prompt: “Create a diagram showing how Arabic. Numbers from 11 to 19 are formed by
combining units with _de.”

e Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar compound numbers 11 to 19 diagram OER”.

Box 1.2 Examples of Numbers from.20 upwards in Arabic sentences

e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
e Prompt: “Create a box with examples of Arabic sentences using Numbers from 20 upwards, with
English translations.”

e Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar numbers 20 upwards examples sentences OER”.

Table 1.2 Formation of Ordinal Numbers from Cardinal Numbers

e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
e Prompt: “Create a table showing Arabic Cardinal Numbers 1-10 and their corresponding Ordinal
forms, with English equivalents.”

e | Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar ordinal numbers formation table OER”.

Plate 1.2 Example of Ordinal Numbers used in Arabic sentences

e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
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e Prompt: “Generate an illustration of a classroom board with Arabic Ordinal Numbers written next

to nouns like student and lesson.”

e Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar ordinal numbers classroom example OER”.

Box 1.3 Examples of gender and case agreement in Ordinal Numbers

e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.

e Prompt: “Create a box with examples of Arabic Ordinal Numbers showing gender and case
agreement, with English translations.”

e Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar ordinal numbers gender case agreement

examples OER”.

Table 1.3 Rules of agreement between Numbers and nouns

e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
e Prompt: “Create a table showing Arabic Number ranges (1-2, 3—10, 11-99, 100+) with
agreement rules and examples.”

e Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar number noun agreement rules table OER”.

Box 1.4 Common exceptions in Number agreement

e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
e Prompt: “Create a box listing exceptions to Arabic Number agreement rules, with examples in
Arabic and English.”

e Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar number agreement exceptions examples OER”.

Figure 1.3 Common errors and corrections in Number agreement

e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.

e Prompt: “Create a diagram showing common mistakes in Arabic Number agreement, with
corrected examples side by side.”

e | Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar number agreement common errors corrections

diagram OER”.
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Series 3: Declension and the Jussive Mood

3.1 Concept of Declension in Arabic Grammar

e 3.1.1 Definition of < &¥\(declension)
e 3.1.2 Historical background and role of declension in Arabic syntax

e 3.1.3 Importance of declension for meaning and sentence structure
3.2 Declension Patterns and Applications

e 3.2.1 Declension in nouns (singular, dual, plural)
e 3.2.2 Declension in adjectives and participles

e 3.2.3 Declension markers (dammah, fathah, kasrah, sukiin)
3.3 Introduction to the Jussive Mood (p32l)

e 3.3.1 Definition and scope of the jussive mood
e 3.3.2 Conditions for jussive usage (verbs in present tense, particles)

e 3.3.3 Basic examples of jussive constructions
3.4 Advanced Usage of the Jussive Mood

e 3.4.1 Jussive mood in Qur’anic Arabic
e 3.4.2 Jussive mood in modern standard Arabic

e 3.4.3 Common learner challenges and strategies for mastery

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored the different types of Arabic pronouns and how they contribute to clarity
and cohesion in communication. Building on that foundation, we now turn to another essential aspect of
Arabic Grammar: </_sY¥\(declension) and the a9 3dl(jussive mood). These two areas are central to

understanding how words change form to reflect their grammatical role and how verbs convey specific
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meanings under certain conditions. Mastery of declension and the jussive mood is vital for accurate

reading, writing, and interpretation of Arabic texts, both classical and modern.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the principles of declension and the jussive mood, and to
equip you with the ability to recognise, explain, and apply them correctly in various contexts. By the-end
of this Series, you will be able to analyse declension patterns and demonstrate the correct use of the

jussive mood in Arabic sentences.

We shall commence this Series by examining the concept of declension in Arabic Grammar, including
its definition, background, and importance. Next, we will explore declension patterns and applications,
focusing on nouns, adjectives, and the markers that indicate case endings. Following that, we will study
the jussive mood, considering its definition, scope, and basic conditions for usage. Finally, we will wrap
up by looking at advanced applications of the jussive mood, with examples drawn from Qur’anic
Arabic and modern standard Arabic, while also addressing common learner challenges. This structured
journey will round off your understanding of declension and the jussive mood as key components of

Arabic Grammar.

Series Learning Outcomes

Series 3: Declension in Arabic and the Jussive Mood
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 3.1 define <los¥l(declension) and explain its role in Arabic syntax.

¢ ( SLO3.2 analyse the importance of declension for meaning and sentence structure.

¢ SLO 3.3 demonstrate declension patterns in nouns, adjectives, and participles.

e SLO 3.4 identify declension markers such as 4edall, 4a3dll 3 sl and ¢ sSedl,

e SLO 3.5 define the asi>\(jussive mood) and explain the conditions for its usage.

e  SLO 3.6 apply basic jussive constructions in present tense verbs with appropriate particles.

e SLO 3.7 evaluate examples of the jussive mood in Qur’anic Arabic and modern standard
Arabic.

e SLO 3.8 diagnose common learner challenges with declension and the jussive mood and propose

strategies for mastery.
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3.1 Concept Of Declension In Arabic Grammar

3.1.1 Definition of <l_s¥l(declension)

In Arabic Grammar, <Y¥l(declension) refers to the system of case endings that indicate the

grammatical role of a word within a sentence. These endings are expressed through short vowel

marks known as <\Sal\(diacritical marks), such as 4aall(dammah), 4aidli(fathah), and 3wl

(kasrah). Declension is essential because it clarifies whether a word is functioning as a subject,

object, or part of a prepositional phrase.

Fill in the blank: The Arabic term for declension is

Figure 3.1 Declension marks and their grammatical functions.

L 4

daall (dammah) .

'
Sl ala

The student came.

L 4

45l (fathah) =

}
Cal) &5

| saw the student.

SUBIJECT OBIJECT PREPOSITIONAL PHRASE
(Nominative - g 58 »ll) (Accusative - 2 saiall) (Genitive - Ly aal)
2 ~
(G (G (G

L 4

3 Sl (kasrah) -

!

il &%

-
-

| passed by the student.

Figure 3.1 Declension marks and their grammatical functions.

-
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3.1.2 Historical background and role of declension in Arabic syntax

Declension has been a defining feature of Arabic since its earliest texts, including the ¢ A4
(Qur’an) and classical poetry. It was developed to preserve meaning and avoid ambiguity,
especially in oral recitation. Scholars of Arabic Grammar, such as 42 sx(Sibawayh), emphasised
the importance of declension in maintaining the integrity of syntax. Without declension, many

sentences would be open to multiple interpretations, making communication less precise.

Fill in the blank: Declension helps to prevent in Arabic sentences.

| Gl 4015 el RS s ety A5
,~::?”?‘Hfu4‘f i

T

J’JJ £ ‘)"“"'} ; ‘) P US-’*“"’”

Plate 3.1 Classical Arabic text illustrating declension marks.

3:1.3 Importance of declension for meaning and sentence structure

Declension is not merely a grammatical ornament; it is a functional system that ensures clarity in

sentence construction. For example:

o &l zla(The student came — subject marked with 4aal))

o Gl & (I saw the student — object marked with 4adl)
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o Gy i|JJ-'ﬂ(I passed by the student — noun after preposition marked with 3 sl

These endings show how the same noun «\alichanges its role depending on the case ending.

This flexibility makes Arabic highly expressive and precise.

Fill in the blank: The noun «Ualitakes 4aliwhen it functions as

Case & Arabic ] ) English .
Transliteration Note on Ending
Function Example Translation
Nominative
(&) Ends with Damma
ok The student S
sla Q) Ja’a al-talibu () indicating it is the
came.
doer of the action.
Subject
Accusative
B Ends with Fatha ()
(el
e Ra’aytu al- | saw the indicating it is
<l qlal)
taliba student. receiving the
. . action.
Direct Object
Genitive
(%) Ends with Kasra ()
&) Euad Dhahabtu ila al- | went to the because it follows a
) talibi student. preposition like !
After (to).
Preposition

Box 3.1 Examples of declension showing subject, object, and prepositional phrase.

-
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Pilot questions 3.1

1. Whatis the Arabic term for declension?
Fillin the blank: Declension helps to prevent in Arabic sentences.
Fillin the blank: The noun alitakes 4adllwhen it functions as

Give one example of a classical source where declension is prominently used.

o M 0N

Why is declension considered essential for clarity in Arabic sentence structure?

3.2 Declension Patterns And Applications

3.2.1 Declension in nouns (singular, dual, plural)

Declension in nouns refers to how case endings change depending on whether the noun is
singular, dual, or plural. In Arabic, singular nouns take endings such as 4all(dammah) for the
nominative, 4aidli(fathah) for the accusative; and 8u~SY(kasrah) for the genitive. Dual nouns are
marked with <&¥(alif) or sWi\(ya’), while plural nouns vary depending on whether they are

sound masculine, sound feminine, or broken plurals.
For example:

e  &lWli(the student — nominative singular)
. Q@W\(the two students — nominative dual)

o Oli(the students — nominative plural masculine)

Fill in the blank: The dual form of <\allin the nominative case is

Number Case Ending Example (kitab = book)
Singular Nominative 2(-u) QUK (kitabu)
Accusative < (-a) QS (kitaba)
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Genitive - (1) S (kitabi)

Dual Nominative ok (-ani) QLS (kitabani = two books)
Accusative o (-ayni) oS (kitabayni)
Genitive o (-ayni) oS (kitabayni)

Plural (sound masculine) Nominative Us (-tna) O35S (kitabana = books)
Accusative { (-Ina) {US (kitabina)
Genitive { (-Tna) (S (kitabina)

Table 3.2 Declension of nouns in singular, dual, and plural forms.

3.2.2 Declension in adjectives and participles

Declension also applies to adjectives and participles, which must agree with the nouns they

describe in gender, number, and case. For example:

o giaall Cdali(the diligent student=both words in nominative case)

o giaall Cllal) & (1 saw the diligent student —both words in accusative case)

o Miaall Ul &) 4] passed by the diligent student— both words in genitive case)

This agreement ensures that adjectives and participles reflect the same grammatical role as the

nouns they modify.

Fill in the blank: Inthe phrase %iaall &l both words are in the

case.
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)oO,o

ARABIC NOUN-ADJECTIVE AGREEMENT ({203)1 L.854]1)

(i 1. NOMINATIVE CASE (ésjdl) - Subject )
INDEFINITE (5_‘,$) DEFINITE (43 ,.u)
Noun: Adjective: D g Noun: A,djectivoe: T R
&S s || oW GESH || dasdl |—p| U
(kitabun) (jadidun) (A new book) (al-kitabu) (al-jadidu) (The new book)
\_ [ Agreement Note: Both end in double Damma (=), No "JI". [# Agreement Note: Both start with “JI" and end with single Damma (--). Y,
( 2. ACCUSATIVE CASE (¢oiall) - Object A
Noun: Adjective: ; Phrase: e Noun: Adjective: , Phrase: o
Gas Wpas  |=p| s GLS QESI || sl || il QS ol
(kitaban) (jadidan) (I saw a new book) (alkitaba) (al-jadida) (I saw the new book)
0 [ Agreement Note: Both end in double Fatha and Alf (L2). No “JI". [7 Agreement Note: Both start with "JI" and end with single Fatha (). )
( 3. GENITIVE CASE (331) - After Preposition &
Noun: Adjective: , o Noun: Adjective: e BEa
s e ->[ s S ] GO || s -»[ a2l e‘é"é]
(Kitabin) (jadidin) (In 2 new book) (alitabi) (aljadidi) (Inthe new book)
L [E7 Agreement Note: Both end in double Kasra (). No"Jr", [7 Agreement Note: Both start with “JI* and end with single Kasra (-). )

Figure 3.2 Declension agreement between nouns and adjectives.

3.2.3 Declension markers (dadal), 4a3al) 5 pisll ¢y sSuull)

Declension is indicated by markers placed at the end of words. The main markers are:

o 4aall(dammah)- indicates the nominative case.
o 4aill(fathah)- indicates the accusative case.
o b sli(kasrah) - indicates the genitive case.

e  gssud\(sukiin) —indicates the absence of a vowel, often used in certain jussive forms.

These markers are critical for correct pronunciation and meaning. For example:

e 33 QUl(The book is new — nominative).
o &gl &i (| read the book — accusative).

o Qlish e aldl) &wdag(] placed the pen on the book — genitive).

Fill in the blank: The marker 3_=Slis used to indicate the case.
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Marker | Symbol Name Function / Case Example (kitab = book)
(Arabic)
Dammabh | : iaia Nominative (&) QK (kitabu = book [subject])
Fathah : i Accusative («=ad) QS (kitaba = book [object])
Kasrah |- PN Genitive (5») <US (kitabi = book [after
preposition])
Sukiin : OsSh No vowel / consonant K (kitab=book [pause])
ending

Box 3.2 Declension markers and their functions.

Pilot questions 3.2

1. What are the three main case endings used in Arabic declension?

2. Fillin the blank: The dual form of <dlallin the nominative case is

3. Inthe phrase il &l both words areiin the case.

4. Fillin the blank: The marker.’_~Sllis used to indicate the case.
5.

Why must adjectives and participles agree with the nouns they describe in declension?

3.3 Introduction Te:The Jussive Mood (a.s_yl)

3.3.1 Definition andsscope of the jussive mood

The agal\(jussive mood) is a grammatical state in Arabic that applies to verbs in the present
tense. It is used to express commands, prohibitions, conditions, or actions dependent on certain
particles. The jussive mood is marked by specific endings, most commonly the ¢sSd)(sukiin),

which indicates the absence of a vowel at the end of the verb.
For example:

o aly al(He did not go — verb in jussive mood due to al)
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e (Ja&Y¥(Do not do - prohibition expressed in jussive mood)

Fill in the blank: The jussive mood is most often marked by the

verb.

PRESENT TENSE VERB
(Before)

£ 99,41 £ LAl

\

(tadh-habu - you go)

JUSSIVE PARTICLE
(Trigger)
FYES IRY

(lam - did not)
Lallll Y

(la - do not)

at the end of the

ARABIC VERBS IN THE JUSSIVE MOOD (ag3aL/)

JUSSIVE VERB
(After with Sukn)

agrall gLt

L&
(lam yaktub - he did not write)
0. - :)3 y
(la tadh-hab - do not go)

Particles like ?] and Y trigger the Sukin () ending on the verb.

Figure 3.3 Verbs in the jussive mood and their markers.

3.3.2 Conditions.for jussive usage

The jussive mood occurs when certain particles precede a verb. These particles include:

e _al(did not - negates past action in present tense)

e Ll(notyet-indicates an action has not yet occurred)

e Y(do not - prohibition)

e  (l(if=conditional particle)

Each particle changes the verb into the jussive mood, altering its ending. This makes the jussive

mood essential for expressing negation, prohibition, and conditionality in Arabic.

Fill in the blank: The particle Olplaces the verb into the

mood.
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Particle Arabic | Meaning / Function Example (verb in jussive)

al lam Negates past tense &S ol (lam yaktub = he did not write)

l lamma | Negates past, implies S W (lamma yaktub = he has not yet written)
“not yet”

<(lam of li- Imperative / command | <58 (li-yaktub = let him write)

command)

Y(prohibitive) la Negative command (do | <S5 Y (1a taktub = do not write)
not...)

ol in Conditional “if” LS| LS5 o) (in taktub ukafi’ka = if you write,

I’ll reward you)

) man Conditional “whoever” | &ai S (4« (man yaktub yanjah = whoever
writes succeeds)

Lage mahma | Conditional “whatever” | o il (iSi Laga (mahma taktub aqra’hu =

whatever you write, I’ll read it)

Table 3.3 Particles that trigger the jussive mood.

3.3.3 Basic examples of jussiveseconstructions

The jussive mood is widely used in both classical and modern Arabic. Consider the following

examples:

. GM G Gl(If you study, you will succeed — conditional jussive)
o (Y S al(He did not write the lesson — negation jussive)

o dlia J cali¥(Do not go there - prohibition jussive)

These examples show how the jussive mood provides precision in expressing conditions,

prohibitions, and negations.

Fill in the blank: In the sentence g (5 &, the verbs are in the mood.
Usage Particle Example Sentence Translation
Negation & Gl LS He did not write the lesson.

Prohibition (&) ¥ _hall Je CSSY Do not write on the wall.

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



Usage Particle Example Sentence Translation

Conditional () Gl Cal N CES 8 I you write the homework, you will succeed.

Box 3.3 Examples of jussive mood in Arabic sentences.
Pilot questions 3.3

1. What s the Arabic term for the jussive mood?

2. Fillin the blank: The jussive mood is most often marked by the at the end of the
verb.

3. Name two particles that trigger the jussive mood.

4. Fillinthe blank: The particle Olplaces the verb into the mood.

5. Give one example of a sentence in Arabic that uses the jussive mood to express prohibition.

3.4 Advanced Usage Of The Jussive Mood

3.4.1 Jussive mood in a8 GIAYQur’anieArabic)

The jussive mood, known a8 a4l is frequently used in the a8 SV AN Qur’an) to express
conditionality, prohibition, and negation. Its presence adds precision and solemnity to the text.

For example:

o Lk aaNS &Y ) 9855 9 |9wal &) 3(1f you are patient and fear Allah, their plot will not harm you
atall).

Here, the verbs 1y)saland | siare in the jussive mood due to the conditional particle &l.

Fill in the blank: In Qur’anic Arabic, the particle {loften places verbs into the

mood.
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QN TR

S o
} o s o~
Lam yalid wa lam yalad
He begets not, nor is He begotten

prons

Plate 3.4 Qur’anic usage of the jussive mood.

3.4.2 Jussive mood in modern standard Arabic

In modern standard Arabic, the jussive mood continues to be used in formal writing and speech,

particularly in conditional sentences and prohibitions. For example:

o gl daw Jaxi ¢l(If you work hard, you will succeed).

o gy JAGJ ¥(Do not neglect your lessons).

These examples show how the jussive mood remains relevant in contemporary contexts,

ensuring clarity in expressing conditions and prohibitions.

Fill in the blank: In modeérn standard Arabic, the jussive mood is often used to express

\,— ‘J
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JUSSIVE MOOD (p534il) IN MODERN ARABIC:
CONDUTIONAL & PROHIBITION

CONDITIONeL SENTENCES PROHI?ITION
(&521 Jaz) (i)

L l

,' = ; =Y @
Particle Condition Verb Result Verb b Prohibition Particle Imperfect Verb
(bya 8151) (L3I Jaa - Jussive) byl Llgs - Jussive)j (dza 1Y) (gLas Jss - Jussive)

JU§S|\!E M?QD
(eg}:'gc&'l & gbb.ﬂl)
Marked by Sukan (=),

dropping final vowel, or
dropping Nan (&)

¢
Nl TS Y

la taktub ‘ala al-jidar
Do not write on the wall.

\

B GH% o]
'in tadrus tanjah
If you study, you succeed.

VNS

= (Sukin), e.g.,
L5 (yaktub)

Drop Final Vowel, e.g.,
£ (yad'u) from 935

Drop Final Ntn (0), e.q.,

195G (yaktubil) from &85 }

P
Both verbs are in Jussive JUSSIVE MARKERS SUMMARY Verb following 18" is in
mood, marked by Sukin 5 Jussive mood, marked by

(for sound verbs). so‘fnd Verb Wegk Verb Five Verbs Sukiin (for sound verbs).
(Singular) (Ends in Vowel) (Plural/Dual)

Figure 3.4 Jussive mood in modern standard Arabic.

3.4.3 Common learner challenges,and strategies for mastery

Learners often struggle with.récognising when a verb should be in the jussive mood, especially
when multiple particles are involved. Another challenge is remembering the correct endings,

such as dropping the final ¢s)(niin)in certain plural forms.
Strategies for/mastery include:

e [ Practising with-Qur’anic verses and modern examples.
o Memorising the key particles that trigger the jussive mood.
e Using declension charts to reinforce endings.

o  Writing short sentences that apply jussive rules.

Fill in the blank: One common learner challenge in the jussive mood is remembering to drop the

final in certain plural forms.
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Challenge

Description

Strategy for Mastery

Confusing jussive with

indicative/subjunctive

Learners often mix up endings

(-u, -a, -i vs. -3).

Practice side-by-side conjugation
charts; drill minimal pairs (yaktubu

vs. yaktub).

Dropping weak letters

Verbs ending in waw or ya’
lose the final weak letter (e.g.,

G ol — ox).

Memorize weak verb patterns;

write and recite examples daily.

Recognizing triggers

Forgetting which particles

(lam, 13, in, etc.) cause jussive.

Create flashcards of jussive

particles with sample sentences.

Prohibition vs. negation

Confusing 4l ¥ (prohibition)
with 48Ul Y (negation).

Practice contrasting sentences: ¥
iS5 (don’t write) vs. <55 Y (he

doesn’t write).

Conditional sentences

Difficulty forming correct verb

endings in both clauses.

Build “if...then” drills: Zai <3

(If you write, you succeed).

Applying sukiin correctly

Forgetting to mark final

consonant with sukan.

Use vocalization exercises; read
aloud with tajwid-style attention to

endings.

Pause vs. flow (waqf)

Learners confuse jussive

endings with pause rules.

Practice continuous reading vs.
pausing; note when sukiin is

grammatical vs. phonetic.

Box 3.4 Strategies for mastering the jussive mood.

Pilot questions 3.4

1. ~Give one example of a Qur’anic verse where the jussive mood is used.

2. Fillinthe blank: In modern standard Arabic, the jussive mood is often used to express

3. 'Name one particle that triggers the jussive mood in both Qur’anic and modern Arabic.

4./ Fillin the blank: One common learner challenge in the jussive mood is remembering to drop

the final

in certain plural forms.

5. Suggest one strategy that can help learners master the jussive mood.
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Series Summary

This Series on Declension in Arabic and the Jussive Mood was designed to strengthen your
understanding of how Arabic words and verbs change form to convey precise grammatical
meaning. Declension provides clarity in sentence structure, while the jussive mood enables the
expression of conditions, prohibitions, and negations. Together, these topics are central to
mastering both classical and modern Arabic, ensuring accuracy in reading, writing, and

interpretation.

We began by exploring the concept of declension, its definition, historical background, and
importance for meaning. We then examined declension patterns and applications, focusing on
nouns, adjectives, participles, and the markers that indicate case endings. Following that, we
introduced the jussive mood, considering its definition, scope, and the particles that trigger it.
Finally, we looked at advanced usage of the jussive mood, with examples from the Qur’an and
modern Arabic, while also addressing common.learner challenges and strategies for mastery. By
completing this Series, you should now be able to define and analyse declension, demonstrate its
patterns, identify case markers, explain the jussive mood, apply it in sentences, and evaluate its

usage across different contexts, as.outlined in the Series Learning Outcomes.

Glossary of Terms

<aty) (alif)
A letter used as a marker in dual nouns, often appearing in the nominative case to indicate two of

something.

<ieY) (declension)
The system of case endings in Arabic that shows the grammatical role of a word, such as subject,

object, or noun after a preposition.
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<l al) (diacritical marks)
Short vowel signs placed above or below letters in Arabic to indicate pronunciation and

grammatical function.

!l (student)
A common example noun used in declension explanations, showing how endings change

depending on grammatical role.

4a1d) (fathah)

A short diagonal stroke above a letter, marking the accusative case in Arabic declension.

5 sl (kasrah)

A short diagonal stroke below a letter, marking the genitive casein Arabic declension.

a3 a4l (jussive mood)
A grammatical state in Arabic applied to present tense verbs, often triggered by particles, used to

express negation, prohibition, or conditionality.

dadll (dammah)
A small curl-like diacritical mark above a letter, marking the nominative case in Arabic

declension.

OsSd) (sukiin)
A diacritical mark shaped like @ small circle, indicating the absence of a vowel, often used in

jussive forms.

42 924 (Sibawayh)
A renowned early Arabic grammarian who emphasised the importance of declension in

maintaining clarity and precision in syntax.

¢! (conditional particle)
A particle meaning “if” that triggers the jussive mood in verbs, commonly used in conditional

sentences.
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! (negation particle)
A particle meaning “did not” that places the verb into the jussive mood, used to negate actions in

the past.

L (not yet particle)
A particle meaning “not yet” that triggers the jussive mood, indicating an action has not yet

occurred.

¥ (prohibition particle)
A particle meaning “do not” that places the verb into the jussive mood, used to express

prohibition.

Concept Check Questions [Series 3]
Objective Questions

1. Identify the Arabic term for declension. (Linked to SLO 3.1)
Which case ending is marked by daual? (Linked to SLO 3.4)
Name one particle that triggers the jussive mood. (Linked to SLO 3.5)

True or False: The jussive mood applies only to past tense verbs. (Linked to SLO 3.5)

o > ® N

Which diacritical mark indicates the nominative case? (Linked to SLO 3.4)

Short-Answer Questions

6. Explain why declension is considered essential for clarity in Arabic sentence structure.
(Linked to SLO 3.2)

7. Demonstrate how the noun «Ualichanges in the nominative, accusative, and genitive cases.
(Linked to SLO 3.3)

8. Define the jussive mood and give one example of its use in a sentence. (Linked to SLO 3.5,
SLO3.6)

9. List two common learner challenges when applying the jussive mood. (Linked to SLO 3.8)

10. Provide one Qur’anic example where the jussive mood is used. (Linked to SLO 3.7)
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Long-Answer Questions

11. Analyse the role of declension in distinguishing subjects, objects, and prepositional phrases
in Arabic, using examples. (Linked to SLO 3.2, SLO 3.3)

12. Evaluate the importance of the jussive mood in both Qur’anic Arabic and modern standard
Arabic, highlighting similarities and differences. (Linked to SLO 3.7)

13. Design a short practice activity that helps learners master the use of particles triggering the

jussive mood. (Linked to SLO 3.6, SLO 3.8)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3]

Objective Questions

1. ey

2. Accusative case
3. o, WY org

4. False

5. dadll

Short-Answer Questions

6. Declension ensures clarity by showing the grammatical role of words, preventing ambiguity in
sentence meaning.

7. Qlkal(nominative), <dall(accusative), «Uali(genitive).

8. The jussive mood (p9 ') applies to present tense verbs, often marked by s8d). Example: o
<A 4(He did not go).

9. Learners often forget to drop the final ¢silin certain plural forms and struggle to identify
triggering particles.

10, Example: U 238 a5 ¥ 1855 1 95wad &) 3(Qur’an 3:120).

Long-Answer Questions

I1.

-
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e Basic response: Declension distinguishes subjects (3 &dUall), objects (!l &), and
prepositional phrases (Uall ﬁuﬁ) through case endings.

e Value-added response: Beyond sentence clarity, declension reflects the historical oral
tradition of Arabic, ensuring precision in recitation and interpretation, particularly in

classical texts.
12.

e Basicresponse: The jussive mood expresses negation, prohibition, and conditionality in
both Qur’anic and modern Arabic.

o Value-added response: In Qur’anic Arabic, the jussive mood adds solemnity and precision,
while in modern Arabic it maintains clarity in formal contexts. The continuity across time

highlights its enduring relevance.
13.

e Basic response: Learners can practise by writing sentences with particles such as al, ¥, and
&), applying jussive endings.

e Value-added response: An advanced activity could involve analysing Qur’anic verses and
modern texts side by side, identifying jussive verbs and discussing their impact on meaning

and interpretation.

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]

Part 3.1 Concept of Declension in Arabic Grammar

1. <Y

2. Ambiguity

3. Subject

4. The Qur’an or classical poetry

5. Because it ensures clarity and precision in sentence structure

Part 3.2 Declension Patterns and Applications

1. dadl) daddl) 3 pusl)
Claltal)
Nominative case

Genitive case

o M 0N

To ensure agreement in gender, number, and.case for clarity

Part 3.3 Introduction to the Jussive Mood (ps33l)

-_—

pasaal)
QsSadl
("‘7 LAS’ Yy O!

Jussive mood

A

Example: da ) CaXiy
Part 3.4 Advanced Usage of the Jussive Mood

1. G b a5 1 655 g i O g
Conditionality or prohibition
¢l

Qs

Practising with Qur’anic verses and modern examples, memorising particles, and using

2.
3.
4.
5.

declension charts
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References and Attributions [Series 3]

General References

e Ryding, K. C. (2005). A Reference Grammar of Modern Standard Arabic. Cambridge
University Press.

¢ Holes, C. (2018). Modern Arabic: Structures, Functions, and Varieties. Routledge.

e Wehr, H. (1994). A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic (J. Milton Cowan, Ed.). Spoken
Language Services.

e Sibawayh. (1988). Al-Kitab. Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah.

Illustration Attributions

Figure 3.1 Declension marks and their grammatical functions

e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
e Prompt: “Create a diagram showing Arabic declension marks (dammah, fathah, kasrah)
with examples of subject, object, and prepositional phrase.”

e Suggested OERsearch string: “Arabic grammar declension case endings diagram OER”.

Plate 3.1 Classical Arabic text illustrating declension marks

e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
e . Prompt: “Generate an illustration of a classical Arabic manuscript with declension marks
highlighted in colour.”

e . Suggested OER search string: “Arabic classical text declension marks manuscript OER”.

Box 3.1 Examples of declension showing subject, object, and prepositional phrase

e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
e Prompt: “Create a box with examples of Arabic declension applied to the noun <kl

showing subject, object, and prepositional phrase with English translations.”
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e Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar declension examples noun <l OER”.

Table 3.2 Declension of nouns in singular, dual, and plural forms

e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.

e Prompt: “Create a table showing Arabic noun declension in singular, dual, and plural forms
with nominative, accusative, and genitive endings.”

e Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar noun declension singular dual plural table

OER”.

Figure 3.2 Declension agreement between nouns and adjectives

e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.

e Prompt: “Create a diagram showing Arabic declension agreement between nouns and
adjectives in nominative, accusative, and genitive cases.”

o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar declension noun adjective agreement

diagram OER”.

Box 3.2 Declension markers and their functions

o Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
e Prompt: “Create a box listing Arabic declension markers (dammah, fathah, kasrah, sukin)
with examples of nominative; accusative, and genitive cases.”

e Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar declension markers examples OER”.
Figure 3.3 Verbs in the jussive mood and their markers

o Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
e Prompt: “Create a diagram showing Arabic verbs in the jussive mood, with particles like 4!
and Y triggering sukdn endings.”

o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar jussive mood verbs diagram OER”.
Table 3.3 Particles that trigger the jussive mood

e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
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¢ Prompt: “Create a table listing Arabic particles that trigger the jussive mood, with examples

of verbs in jussive form.”

o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar jussive mood particles table OER”.
Box 3.3 Examples of jussive mood in Arabic sentences

e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.

e Prompt: “Create a box with examples of Arabic sentences in the jussive mood, showing

negation, prohibition, and conditional usage.”

e Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar jussive mood sentence examples OER”.
Plate 3.4 Qur’anic usage of the jussive mood

e Al-generated using Copilot image generation.

e Prompt: “Generate an illustration of a Qur’anic verse with verbs in the jussive mood

highlighted in colour.”

o Suggested OER search string: “Qur’an Arabic grammar jussive mood examples OER”.
Figure 3.4 Jussive mood in modern standard Arabic

o Al-generated using Copilot image generation.

¢ Prompt: “Create a diagram showing examples of jussive mood in modern Arabic sentences,

including conditional and prohibition forms.”

e Suggested OER search string: “Modern standard Arabic jussive mood examples diagram
OER”.

Box 3.4 Strategies for mastering the jussive mood

o Al-generated using Copilot image generation.

e  Prompt: “Create a box listing common learner challenges with the Arabic jussive mood and

strategies for mastery.”

o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar jussive mood learner challenges strategies
OER”.
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Series 4: Verbs of Approximation in Arabic

4.1 Concept of Verbs of Approximation

¢ 4.1.1 Definition and scope of verbs of approximation
e 4.1.2 Historical and linguistic background

¢ 4.1.3 General syntactic behaviour
4.2 Core Verbs and Their Usage

e 4.2.1 2s and its applications
o 4.2.2 &l and its applications
o 4.2.3 ~= and its applications

4.3 Sentence Structures and Applications

¢ 4.3.1 Nominal sentence constructions with verbs of approximation
e 4.3.2 Verbal sentence constructions with verbs of approximation

e 4.3.3 Agreement rules and variations
4.4 Qur’anic and Classical Examples with Learner Challenges

o 4.4.1 Selected Qur’anic verses illustrating verbs of approximation
e 4.4.2 Classical poetry and prose examples

e 4.4.3 Common learner errors and strategies for mastery

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored declension and the jussive mood, both of which are essential for
understanding how meaning and structure are conveyed in Arabic sentences. Building on that foundation,
we now turn to another distinctive grammatical feature: the verbs of approximation (433l s 3S). These
verbs are particularly important because they express actions that are near to happening, expected, or

possible, and they add subtlety and precision to both classical and modern Arabic usage.
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The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the concept, usage, and applications of verbs of
approximation, and to equip you with the skills needed to recognise, analyse, and apply them correctly in

different sentence structures.

We shall commence this Series by examining the concept of verbs of approximation, including their
definition, historical background, and general syntactic behaviour. Next, we will study the core verbs
themselves, focusing on 3, &gl and =, and how each is applied. Following that, we will consider
sentence structures and applications, looking at how these verbs function in nominal and verbal sentences,
as well as agreement rules. Finally, we will wrap up by exploring Qur’anic and classical examples, while

also addressing common learner challenges and strategies for mastery.

Series Learning Outcomes

Series 4: Verbs of Approximation (43 3ls 1) in‘/Arabic Grammar
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

¢ SLO 4.1 define the concept of verbs of approximation and explain their scope within Arabic
grammar,

¢ SLO 4.2 describe the historical and linguistic background of verbs of approximation,

¢ SLO 4.3 analyse the general syntactic behaviour of verbs of approximation in sentence
construction,

¢ SLO 4.4 demonstrate the correct usage of the verb 3Sin Arabic sentences,

e SLO 4.5 demonstrate the correct usage of the verb &&slin Arabic sentences,

e | SLO 4.6 demonstrate the correct usage of the verb ~~in Arabic sentences,

e SLO 4.7 apply verbs of approximation in both nominal and verbal sentence structures,

o SLO 4.8 evaluate agreement rules and variations when using verbs of approximation,

e  SLO 4.9 analyse Qur’anic and classical examples that illustrate verbs of approximation, and

e SLO 4.10 identify common learner challenges and propose strategies for mastering verbs of

approximation.
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4.1 Concept Of Verbs Of Approximation

4.1.1 Definition and scope of verbs of approximation

Verbs of approximation (L3 531 5 3<) are a group of verbs in Arabic Grammar that indicate an
action is close to happening but has not yet occurred. They are used to express nearness,
expectation, or possibility. Common examples include S(he almost), &&si(he was on the
verge), and ~(perhaps). These verbs typically precede another verb in the present tense,

forming a construction that conveys probability or imminence.

Fill in the blank: The verb 3is used to indicate that an action is happening.

ARABIC VERBS OF APPROXIMATION (33la4]1 ¢Jla3i)

1. 3& (kada) - to be about to / almost

(" Verb of Approximation (Ja&) | [ Connector (Lu15)1) ] " Following P::flmdle:;“ Ver | ( é Examfg s'?ntgnce: ’
N ——— . Yoy 5o O plasl 36
: (&]) - an) [Optional] — (yaf'alu) (Kada al-mu‘allimu an yakiina rasilan)
36 (kada) [ : an £ L eEE
> “lzas . g Kada al-mu‘allimu yakinu rasiilan
L J [ [None] L Ja.ng ol (an yaf ala) J LThe leacheruwas alrrzlostu a messliznger.)
2. G351 (awshaka) - to be on the point of
[ verb of Approximation ((Jaall) ) ( Connector (&53)1) ) F°"°""‘(g::f’m3“ Verb Example Sentence:
adgl
; —» .7 —» 3 0l il 129
TR ol (an ‘ lu.:_ u! (Awshaka al-sayfu an yantahiya)
ELg) (awshaka) | [Manc(Iato)ry] | (an yaf'ala) | Summer is on the point of ending. )
3. (& (‘asa) - perhaps / it is hoped that
( Verb of Approximation ({Jaal) ] ( Connector (L13)1) Followlrzgeél’me:)lse Verb | ( Examplf Sentence
T — 5a0L b O an Lad
e ol (an) U.i.n._v o (as%fliahu an ya'tiya bi-al-fathi)
(‘asa) | [Mandatory] ) | (an yaf‘ala) ) L - Perhaps Allah will bring victory. |

Summary Note: These verbs act like && (kéna{, raising the subject (a<¥1). The predicate (#3J)) is a present tense verb sentence.
The connector &l (an) makes the following verb subjunctive (wguas).

Figure 4.1 Structure of verbs of approximation in Arabic.

4.1.2/Historical and linguistic background

Verbs of approximation have been recognised since the earliest stages of Arabic, appearing in
poetry and Qur’anic texts. Early grammarians classified them as a distinct category because they
modify the meaning of the verb that follows without changing its tense. Their role is to add
o
o)
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nuance, showing that an action is near, possible, or expected. This makes them important for

both stylistic and semantic precision in Arabic.

Fill in the blank: Early Arabic grammarians classified verbs of approximation as a distinct

category.

-~ d

3
%

R
%
o

; &

Plate 4.1 Classical Arabic text illustrating verbs of approximation.
4.1.3 General syntactic behaviour

Verbs of approximation are followed by a present tense verb in the subjunctive or indicative

mood, depending on the construction. For example:

e b Gl wls(The student almost succeeds).
o Cudll 7 sy aleal) diigl(The teacher was about to explain the lesson).

o | W8yl 4 s (Perhaps Allah will forgive us).

These verbs often require specific particles, such as &, to connect them with the following verb.

Their syntactic behaviour is consistent, making them predictable once the rules are mastered.

-

o)
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Fill in the blank: The particle lis often used to connect verbs of approximation with the

verb.
Verb of Approximation | Example Sentence Translation
As(kada) Fay Qllall 2 The student almost succeeds.
& gl(awshaka) Ji Hhad) el The rain is about to fall.
w==(‘asa) Al B A e Perhaps God will forgive him.

Box 4.1 Examples of syntactic behaviour of verbs of approximation.

Pilot questions 4.1

1. Whatis the Arabic term for verbs of approximation?

2. Fillinthe blank: The verb 2Sis used to indicate that an action is happening.

3. Fillin the blank: Early Arabic grammarians classified verbs of approximation as a distinct
category.

4. Give one example of a verb of/approximation used in a sentence.

5. Fillin the blank: The particle dlis often used to connect verbs of approximation with the

verb.

4.2 Core Verbs And Their Usage

4.2.1488and its.applications

The verb s<means “he almost” and is used to indicate that an action was very close to happening
but did not fully occur. It is often followed by a present tense verb, which shows the action that
was nearly completed. For example: Sy Gallal) A<(The student almost fell). This construction

highlights proximity to an event without confirming its completion.

Fill in the blank: The verb \is used to show that an action was happening.
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ARABIC SENTENCES WITH 3§ (KADA) + PRESENT TENSE VERB

Predicate (;J) - Path 1 Example 1:
[Common] Vet s
Present Tense Verb &3 d‘a'hj I3 -
(Indicative) (Kada al-tiflu yaga‘u)
25 l : :
Verb of Approximation Subject (Y1) & (yaga'u) Translation: The child
(L5aa)1 J23) [Nominative] (falls) almost fell.

38 (kada)
(He/it almost / was about to)

ik (altifiu)

(The child) Predicate (A=Jl) - Path 2 Example 2:

a3 Of Yaka 36

[Less Common]

> Particle 6‘ + Present Tense

Verb (Subjunctive) (Kada al-tiflu an yaga‘a)
= sk . )
2 - Ol (an yaga‘a) Translation: The child was
= (to fall) about to fall.

-2 0%
Note: The predicate of 3§ is always a present tense verb sentence. The use of &I (an) is optional and less frequent.

Figure 4.2 Sentence structure with S

4.2.2 &l and its applications

The verb &ésimeans “he was on the verge” and conveys that an action was very near to
occurring. It is similarfo 3 but often carries a stronger sense of imminence. For example: &gl
3% Jkall(The rain was about to fall). This verb is frequently used in both classical and modern

Arabic to emphasise that something is impending.

Fill inthe blank: The verb & siexpresses that an action is to occur.
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Plate 4.2 Classical Arabic example of <Lis|
4.2.3 ~~= and its applications

The verb ~emeans “perhaps” and is used to express hope or possibility. Unlike S and <Li i,
which emphasise proximity to an event, == conveys expectation or likelithood. For example:
Uaa y o &) e (Perhaps Allah will have mercy on us). It is often followed by the particle ¢land

a verb in the subjunctive mood.

Fill in the blank: The verb ~~is commonly followed by the particle

Verb of Approximation | Example Sentence Translation

O et iy Callall ey of s Perhaps the student will succeed.

O s+ S G 8 Al ) € of e | I s hoped that he will write the letter soon.
O s+ in A4 Hirg o) e May God forgive him.

O (st 252 Wl S8ludll 3 52y of e | Hopefully the traveler will return safely.

Box 4.2 Examples of sentences using (<.
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Pilot questions 4.2

1. What does the verb 3<mean in Arabic grammar?
Fillin the blank: The verb Mﬁexpresses thatan actionis to occur.
Give one example of a sentence using 2\,

Fillin the blank: The verb ~~«€is commonly followed by the particle

o M 0N

Provide one Qur’anic or classical example where (#~€is used.

4.3 Sentence Structures And Applications

4.3.1 Nominal sentence constructions with verbs of approximation

A nominal sentence in Arabic is one that begins with a noun or pronoun rather than a verb.
When a verb of approximation such as. 2Sor &ldiglis used in a nominal sentence, it typically
precedes the subject and is followed by a present tense verb. For example: gl Gital) AS(The
student almost succeeds). This construction highlights the subject while showing that the action

1s near completion.

Fill in the blank: A'nominal sentence begins with a or pronoun rather than a verb.
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ARABIC NOMINAL SENTENCES WITH
36 (KADA) + PRESENT TENSE VERB

Predicate (&) - Path 1 Example 1:
[Common] 5
%~ 3(%% -1
> Present Tense Verb 2 Jahll 3
(Indicative) (Kada al-tiflu yaga'u)
Verb of Approximation Subject (1) 245 (yaqa'u) Translation: The child
(55\aa)l J23) [Nominative] (falls) almost fell.

2SakJ! (aliflu)

(The child)

38 (kada)
(He/it almost / was about to) Predicate (»l) - Path 2 Example 2:

[Less Common] o 5
& ¢l Jahtl 36

1
Particle Ol + Present Tense

Verb (Subjunctive) (Kada al-tiflu an yaga'a)
¥ :)i anyaqa'a Translation: The child was
= (tg fall); At about to fall.

Note: The predicate of 38 is always a present tense verb sentence. The use of K (an) is optional and less frequent with 3§

Figure 4.3 Nominal sentence construction with verbs of approximation.
4.3.2 Verbal sentence constructions with verbs of approximation

A verbal sentence in Arabic begins with a verb. When a verb of approximation is used in this
type of sentence, it often introduces the verb directly, followed by the subject. For example:
O3 Shall &égl(The rain was about to fall). This construction emphasises the action itself,

showing that it is imminent.

Fill in the blank: A verbal sentence in Arabic begins with a
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Plate 4.3 Verbal sentence constructionwith verbs of approximation.

4.3.3 Agreement rules and variations

Agreement rules in Arabic grammar refer to the way verbs and subjects must align in gender,
number, and case. With verbs of approximation, the subject and verb must agree, but there are

variations depending on whether the sentence is nominal or verbal. For example:

o Jlaai gullall MS(The two students almost succeed).

o W oEy el & === (Perhaps Allah will forgive us).

These examples show how endings change to reflect dual and plural forms, as well as the use of

particles like Olto connect the verb of approximation with the following verb.

Fill in the blank: Agreement rules require that verbs and subjects align in , number,

and case.

-

o)
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Subject Verb of Example Sentence Translation
Number Approximation
Singular s Zah Qllhall als The student almost succeeds.
el Sl Ja )l el The man is about to travel.
(e Al Jalal) e Perhaps the child will sleep.
Dual Jals Claaiy gllthll ik The two students almost succeed.
Kl ohily laall 1845 The two friends.are about to
meet.
e Oliedy 1Al L Perhaps the two boys will play.
Plural | 5l O Oseiiy Jlaall 15218 The workers almost finish the
Jaall work.
) 55l Ostsm dgall ) 4 The soldiers are about to return.
| sue Osaady Ol ) sle Perhaps the students will
succeed.

Box 4.3 Examples of agreement rules with verbs of approximation.

Pilot questions 4.3

1. Fillin the blank: A nominal sentence begins with a or pronoun rather than a verb.
Fillin the blank: A verbal sentence in Arabic begins with a

Give one example of a nominal sentence using 2\s,

P wDN

Fillin the blank: Agreement rules require that verbs and subjects align in ,
number, and case.

5. Provide one example of a sentence where =£is used with the particle ¢l
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4.4 Qur’anic And Classical Examples With Learner Challenges

4.4.1 Selected Qur’anic verses illustrating verbs of approximation

The Qur’an contains several examples of verbs of approximation, which demonstrate their
stylistic and semantic importance. For instance, the verb is often used to express hope or
divine possibility, as in agle Qg ) & e (Perhaps Allah will turn to them in merey): Such
usage highlights the subtlety of meaning conveyed by these verbs, showing how they enrich the

text with layers of expectation and imminence.

Fill in the blank: The verb (~«in the Qur’an is often used to express or divine

possibility.

/

. ,s;c:w $e s NS

66:8 @w&}»

’Perhaps your Lord will expiate from you your misdeeds and
admzt you into gardens beneath whzch rivers ﬂow

< } Z2
o ~i = \O;)w;,m\jw

And indeed, those who disbelieve would almost make you slip with their ‘
eyes when they hear the message, and they say, “Indeed, he is mad.”

Plate 4.4 Qur’anic example of verbs of approximation.
4.4.2 Classical poetry and prose examples

In classical Arabic poetry and prose, verbs of approximation are frequently employed to
heighten dramatic effect or to emphasise the imminence of an event. For example, a poet might

write Q3 (e Hhily Gl AS(The heart almost bursts from sorrow). This demonstrates how these
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verbs are not limited to religious texts but are also integral to literary expression, adding

emotional depth and stylistic richness.

Fill in the blank: In classical Arabic poetry, verbs of approximation are often used to heighten

effect.

ARABIC POETIC LINES WITH VERBS OF APPROXIMATION (i.?jl.iZJl dLﬂsl) & ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS

VERB OF APPROXIMAT]ON POET]C LINE ENGLISH TRANSLATION
(Jaall) (& it &) i (&3S daz580)

3§

Meaning: To be about to / almost

3

- 0T G e
302 a1 2282 218 o0& t| And how many like it I departed |;
B g‘?j \4-*9_)‘“9 \'Gj,‘j'f ff_ﬁ 4 from while it whistled (empty).” |

ir

~ i } i
o | < e - |2 1.2 o il “And if people were asked for
( $ ‘ 0’03‘ = U‘J"'“ U’“u‘ ‘)""’“3“) i dust, they would almost. ..

and I almost did not return. ..

become weary and withhold it

when told ‘Bring it’.”
Meaning: To be about to / almost

o _o =

s o< e i i
k.,\.LQM &.JJS {| “The heart almost melts from its |8
|| ardent love... when the slanderers |{

oD\.aU))\ JLQ n>- said: ‘Hind is angry’.”

r Meaning: To be about to / almost |

Note: These verbs indicate the nearness of the action’s occurrence without it uuually happening.

Figure 4.4 Classical poetry examples with verbs of approximation.
4.4.3 Common learnererrors and strategies for mastery

Learners often face challenges when applying verbs of approximation. A common error is failing
to use the correct/particle, such as ¢, after verbs like . Another difficulty is ensuring proper
agreement between the verb of approximation and the subject, especially in dual and plural
forms. To overcome these challenges, learners should practise with authentic texts, memorise

key structures, and pay close attention to agreement rules.

Fill.in the blank: A common learner error with verbs of approximation is forgetting to use the

particle after certain verbs.

Common Error Description Strategy for Mastery
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Confusing verb

agreement

Learners forget that e /<L 5/ must
agree with subject (singular, dual, plural,

gender).

Drill conjugation tables; practice

sentences with varied subjects (e.g.,
Suldall 1S (ddUal) S,

Mixing moods

after the verb

Learners confuse when to use indicative

vs. subjunctive after .

Memorize rule: O & + subjunctive;

create flashcards contrasting =i vs.

Dropping & Learners omit ) where required Practice sentence building: &8s Of e

incorrectly (especially with =), vs. &S we; highlight difference in
meaning.

Misusing Learners confuse verbs of approximation | Compare structures side by side; note

particles with other defective verbs (Ll sals OS). semantic difference (approximation
vS. tense/aspect).

Literal Learners translate /el 5i/3S too Use bilingual examples; practice

translation literally, missing nuance (‘“almost,” paraphrasing in English (“nearly,”

errors “about to,” “perhaps”). “likely,” “hopefully”).

Weak verb Learners struggle with jussive/subjunctive | Focus on weak verb drills (e.g., ==

endings forms of weak verbs after these particles. | s — > Of); recite aloud for

retention.

Box 4.4 Strategies for mastering verbs of approximation.

Pilot questions 4.4

1. Fillin theblank: The verb ~=inthe Qur’an is often used to express

possibility.

or divine

2. Fillin the blank: In classical Arabic poetry, verbs of approximation are often used to

heighten

effect.

3. | Give one Qur’anic example of a verb of approximation.

4. Fillin the blank: Acommon learner error with verbs of approximation is forgetting to use the

particle

after certain verbs.

5. Suggest one strategy for mastering the use of verbs of approximation.
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Series Summary

This Series on verbs of approximation (433l s 3S) was designed to help you recognise and
apply a distinctive group of verbs that convey nearness, expectation, and possibility in Arabic
grammar. These verbs enrich both classical and modern usage, adding subtlety and precision to
meaning. Their study is highly relevant as they appear frequently in Qur’anic verses, poetry, and
everyday language, making them essential for learners aiming to achieve accuracy and depth in

expression.

We began by exploring the concept of verbs of approximation, including their definition,
historical background, and syntactic behaviour. We then examined the core verbs sl «3Sand
==, considering how each is applied in sentences. Following that, we looked at sentence
structures and applications, focusing on nominal and verbal constructions as well as agreement
rules. Finally, we analysed Qur’anic and classical examples, while also addressing common
learner challenges and strategies for mastery. By completing this Series, you should now be able
to define and describe verbs of approximation, demonstrate their correct usage, apply them in
different sentence structures, evaluate agreement rules, and analyse authentic texts, as outlined in

the Series Learning Outcomes.

Glossary of Terms

&gl (awshaka)
A verb of approximation.meaning “he was on the verge,” used to show that an action is very near

to occurring.

Ol (particle)
Asparticle often used after verbs of approximation, especially with €, to connect the verb with

the following action in the subjunctive mood.

A4 (agreement rules)
The grammatical requirement that verbs and subjects must align in gender, number, and case.

With verbs of approximation, agreement ensures accuracy in sentence construction.
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== (‘asa)
A verb of approximation meaning “perhaps,” used to express hope or possibility. It is commonly

followed by the particle ¢land a verb in the subjunctive mood.

AS (kada)
A verb of approximation meaning “he almost,” used to indicate that an action was close to

happening but did not fully occur.

4:au¥) 4daall (nominal sentence)
An Arabic sentence that begins with a noun or pronoun. When combined with verbs of

approximation, it highlights the subject while showing that the action is near completion.

43lxdl) dlaall (verbal sentence)
An Arabic sentence that begins with a verb. When used with verbs of approximation, it

emphasises the action itself, showing that it is imminent.

«u il 221 68 (verbs of approximation)
A group of verbs in Arabic grammaryincluding =& «&& gl <3S, that express nearness,

expectation, or possibility of an action.

@2l saill (Arabic grammar)
The system of rules governing the structure of the Arabic language, including sentence types,

agreement rules, and special verb categories such as verbs of approximation.

Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
Objective Questions

1. Define the term verbs of approximation in Arabic grammar. (Linked to SLO 4.1)

2. ldentify which verb of approximation expresses hope or possibility. (Linked to SLO 4.6)

3. State the particle that commonly follows the verb . (Linked to SLO 4.6)

4. Select the correct sentence type: “zai Qllhll 287 jg g sentence. (Linked to SLO
4.7)
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5. Agreement rules require verbs and subjects to align in , humber, and case.

(Linked to SLO 4.8)

Short-Answer Questions

6. Explain the historical significance of verbs of approximation in classical Arabic texts. (Linked
to SLO 4.2)

7. Demonstrate the correct usage of 2Sin a nominal sentence. (Linked to SLO 4.4)

8. Provide one Qur’anic example where (#~is used. (Linked to SLO 4.9)

9. Identify one common learner error when using verbs of approximation and suggest a

corrective strategy. (Linked to SLO 4.10)

Long-Answer Questions

10. Analyse the syntactic behaviour of verbs of approximation, giving examples of both nominal
and verbal sentence constructions. (Linked to SLO 4.3, SLO 4.7)

11. Evaluate the role of verbs of approximation in Qur’anic and classical Arabic literature, and

discuss their stylistic impact.(Linked to SLO 4.9)

Answers to Coneept Check Questions [Series 4]

Objective Questions

1. Verbs of approximation are a group of verbs (il sal s 2S) that indicate an action is near to
happening but has not yet occurred.

w==expresses hope or possibility.

The particle dlcommonly follows =

“faiy Qlll 287 js @ nominal sentence.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Agreement rules require alignment in gender, number, and case.
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Short-Answer Questions

6. Verbs of approximation were recognised by early grammarians as a distinct category because
they modify meaning without changing tense, appearing frequently in Qur’anic verses and
poetry.

7. Example: dius Callal) 35(The student almost fell).

8. Qur’anic example: agls Gigh O & e (Perhaps Allah will turn to them in mercy).

9. A common error is forgetting to use the particle Olafter verbs like ~&. Stratégy: practise

authentic texts and memorise key structures.

Long-Answer Questions

10. Basic response: Verbs of approximation are followed by present tense verbs. In nominal
sentences, the verb precedes the subject (e.g., geab Gilall 38), In verbal sentences, the verb
introduces the action directly (e.g., ik hall &igl). Agreement rules ensure subject and verb
match in gender, number, and case.

Value-added response: Beyond basic syntax, learners can explore how these constructions
differ stylistically. Nominal sentences emphasise the subject, while verbal sentences highlight
the action. Advanced learners.may compare usage across Qur’anic verses and poetry to see how

meaning shifts depending on sentence type.

11. Basic response: In Qur’anic and classical texts, verbs of approximation add nuance,
expressing imminence, hope, or possibility. They enrich meaning without altering tense.
Value-added response: Outstanding learners may evaluate how these verbs contribute to
rhetorical effect, such as heightening dramatic tension in poetry or conveying divine mercy
in Qur’anic verses. They may also compare stylistic impact across genres, noting how

approximation verbs serve both theological and literary purposes.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4]
Part 4.1 Concept of Verbs of Approximation

o Lalalgas

e almost happening

o distinct grammatical category

e Example: iy cauml g (The student almost fell)

o the following verb

Part 4.2 Core Verbs and Their Usage

e “healmost”

e aboutto occur

e Example: o)l (e Hhin QA AS(The heart almost bursts from sorrow)
o

o Example: agle G5 of & e (Perhaps Allah will turn to them in mercy)
Part 4.3 Sentence Structures and Applications

e noun
e verb

e Example: zai &l AS(The student almost succeeds)
e gender, number, and case

e Example: W jéx Ol & e (Perhaps Allah will forgive us)
Part 4.4 Qur’anic and Classical Examples with Learner Challenges

e hope or divine possibility

e dramatic effect

o - Example: pele &5 O 4l e (Perhaps Allah will turn to them in mercy)

o U

e Strategy: practise authentic texts, memorise key structures, and pay attention to

agreement rules
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References and Attributions [Series 4]
Textual Sources

e Qur’anic examples of verbs of approximation (e.g., agle i /Ul uc) are drawn from the
Qur’an. Standard referencing: The Qur’an, Surah At-Tawbah, verse 102.
e Classical Arabic poetry examples (e.g., cial/ (o hii Gl 5l are adapted from traditional

Arabic literary sources for illustrative purposes.
Illustrations

o Figure 4.1 Structure of verbs of approximation in Arabic
Attribution: Suggested as Al-generated. Prompt: “Create a diagram showing Arabic verbs
of approximation (e «Li sl ¢3\S) followed by present tense verbs.” Platform: Microsoft
Copilot image generation.
Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar verbs of approximation diagram OER.”
e Plate 4.1 Classical Arabic text illustrating verbs of approximation
Attribution: Suggested as Al-generated. Prompt: “Generate an illustration of a classical
Arabic manuscript with verbs of approximation highlighted in colour.” Platform:
Microsoft Copilot image generation.
Suggested QER search string: “Arabic classical text verbs of approximation manuscript
OER.”
e Box 4.1 Examples of syntactic behaviour of verbs of approximation
Attribution: Suggested as Al-generated. Prompt: “Create a box with examples of Arabic
verbs of approximation (e «2i 5l ¢3<) followed by present tense verbs, with English
translations.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar verbs of approximation examples OER.”
o Figure 4.2 Sentence structure with S
Attribution: Suggested as Al-generated. Prompt: “Create a diagram showing Arabic

sentences using S followed by present tense verbs, with English translations.” Platform:

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



Microsoft Copilot image generation.
Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar 2 verb usage diagram OER.”

e Plate 4.2 Classical Arabic example of <Lis/
Attribution: Suggested as Al-generated. Prompt: “Generate an illustration of a classical
Arabic manuscript with <&l highlighted in colour.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot image
generation.
Suggested OER search string: “Arabic classical text <L sl verb example OER.”

e Box 4.2 Examples of sentences using <
Attribution: Suggested as Al-generated. Prompt: “Create a box with examples of Arabic
sentences using <= followed by ¢} and subjunctive verbs, with English translations.”
Platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar = verb'examples OER.”

o Figure 4.3 Nominal sentence construction with verbs of approximation
Attribution: Suggested as Al-generated. Prompt: “Create a diagram showing Arabic
nominal sentences using 2= followed by a present tense verb, with English translations.”
Platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar nominal sentence verbs of
approximation diagram OER.”

o Plate 4.3 Verbal sentence construction with verbs of approximation
Attribution: Suggested as Al-generated. Prompt: “Generate an illustration of a classical
Arabic mantiscript showing a verbal sentence with <L3 5l highlighted.” Platform: Microsoft
Copilot image generation.
Suggested OER search string: “Arabic classical text verbal sentence <L sl example OER.”

e [ Box 4.3 Examples of agreement rules with verbs of approximation
Attribution: Suggested as Al-generated. Prompt: “Create a box with examples of Arabic
verbs of approximation showing agreement with singular, dual, and plural subjects, with
English translations.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar verbs of approximation agreement
examples OER.”

e Plate 4.4 Qur’anic example of verbs of approximation
Attribution: Suggested as Al-generated. Prompt: “Generate an illustration of a Qur’anic

-

a-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



verse with verbs of approximation (s~ «3S) highlighted in colour.” Platform: Microsoft
Copilot image generation.
Suggested OER search string: “Qur’an Arabic grammar verbs of approximation examples
OER.”

o Figure 4.4 Classical poetry examples with verbs of approximation
Attribution: Suggested as Al-generated. Prompt: “Create a diagram showing Arabic
poetic lines using verbs of approximation, with English translations.” Platform: Microsoft
Copilot image generation.
Suggested OER search string: “Arabic classical poetry verbs of approximation examples
OER.”

e Box 4.4 Strategies for mastering verbs of approximation
Attribution: Suggested as Al-generated. Prompt: “Create a box listing common learner
errors with verbs of approximation and strategies for mastery.”” Platform: Microsoft
Copilot image generation.
Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar verbs of approximation learner

challenges strategies OER.”
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Series 5: Intensification of Imperfect and

Inflection of Defective Verbs

5.1 Concept of Intensification and Inflection

e 5.1.1 Definition of intensification (x5sY) in imperfect verbs
e 5.1.2 Definition of inflection (J>=Y) in defective verbs

¢ 5.1.3 Importance of these processes in Arabic grammar
5.2 Intensification of the Imperfect Verbs

¢ 5.2.1 Forms of intensification (doubling, emphasis particles)
o 5.2.2 Examples from Qur’anic and classical usage

e 5.2.3 Common learner errors in intensification
5.3 Inflection of Defective Verbs

e 5.3.1 Types of defective verbs (ending with weak letters)
e 5.3.2 Rules of inflection in different tenses

¢ 5.3.3 Illustrative examples and variations
5.4 Applications and Learner Challenges

¢ 5.4.1 Practical sentence constructions with intensified imperfect verbs
e 5.4.2 Practical sentence constructions with inflected defective verbs

o | 5.4.3 Strategies for overcoming learner difficulties
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Introduction

In the last Series, we examined verbs of approximation and how they enrich Arabic sentences with subtle
meanings of nearness and possibility. Building on that foundation, we now turn to another important
aspect of Arabic grammar: the intensification of the imperfect verbs and the inflection of defective
verbs. These processes are central to understanding how verbs are modified for emphasis and how weak
letters at the end of verbs affect their forms. Mastery of these topics will strengthen your ability to read,

analyse, and construct accurate Arabic expressions.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the rules and applications of intensification inimperfect verbs
and the inflection of defective verbs, equipping you with the skills to recognise, apply; and evaluate these

grammatical processes in both classical and modern contexts.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the concept of intensification-and inflection, including
their definitions and importance in Arabic grammar. Next, we will study the intensification of imperfect
verbs, focusing on forms of emphasis and examples from authentic texts. Following that, we will
examine the inflection of defective verbs, considering their types, rules, and variations. Finally, we will
wrap up by looking at applications and learner challenges, where you will practise sentence

constructions and learn strategies to overcome common difficulties.

Series Learning Outcomes

Series 5: Intensification of the Imperfect and Inflection of Defective Verbs
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 5.1 define the concept of intensification in imperfect verbs,

e SLO 5.2 explain the concept of inflection in defective verbs,

e SLO 5.3 analyse the importance of intensification and inflection in Arabic grammar,

¢ SLO 5.4 demonstrate the forms of intensification in imperfect verbs using authentic examples,
e SLO 5.5 apply intensification rules to construct correct Arabic sentences,

e SLO 5.6 describe the types of defective verbs and their characteristics,
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e SLO 5.7 demonstrate the rules of inflection for defective verbs across different tenses,

e SLO 5.8 apply inflection rules to practical sentence constructions,

e SLO 5.9 evaluate common learner errors in intensification and inflection, and

e SLO 5.10 design strategies to overcome challenges when working with imperfect and defective

verbs.

5.1 Concept Of Intensification And Inflection

5.1.1 Definition of intensification in imperfect verbs

Intensification (2Ss) in Arabic grammar refers to the process of strengthening the meaning of
a verb, often by adding particles or suffixes that emphasise certainty or/continuity of an action.
When applied to the imperfect verbs (& Jbaall J2ill) intensification highlights that the action is
ongoing or strongly affirmed. For example: Cuu Gl (883 (The student will certainly write the
lesson). Here, the addition of Cat the end of the verb intensifies the statement and leaves no

doubt about the action.

Fill in the blank: Intensification in imperfect verbs is achieved by adding or suffixes

to strengthen meaning.
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ARABIC IMPERFECT VERBS WITH INTENSIFICATION MARKERS (5531 53})

BASE IMPERFECT VERB INTENSIFICATION MARKER INTENSIFIED VERB
(g yLaall J=all) (& - The Heavy Niin) (355001 J=all)

i ’, (yaktubu) , ‘ S.ﬁSS (yaktubanna)

He writes / He will'surely\write

Ind 35 (tadh-habina) | )indeed 5035 (tadh-habinna)

You (fem.) go You (fem.)iwill'surely/go

NOTE: The addition of the heavy nun (f)) often causes vowel changes or the dropping of letters (like the " in
owaX5) at the end of the verb to facilitate pronunciation. It emphasizes the certainty of the action in the future.

Figure 5.1 Structure of intensification in imperfect verbs.

5.1.2 Definition of inflection in defective verbs

Inflection (J3¥) in Arabic grammar refers to the modification of a verb’s form due to the
presence of weak letters ( «s «sor ) at the end of the verb. These verbs are called defective verbs
(LAY dLiral) JadY) because their endings undergo changes when conjugated in different tenses or
moods. For example: (#«(he strove) becomes #i(he strives) in the imperfect, and ) s(they
strove)dn the plural past tense. The weak letter at the end shifts or drops depending on the

grammatical context, which learners must carefully observe to avoid errors.

Fill in the blank: Defective verbs are those that end with letters such as «s «sor ).

o

- AJ
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Plate 5.1 Classical Arabic text illustrating.inflection of defective verbs.

5.1.3 Importance of these processes in Arabic grammar

Both intensification and inflection are crucial for accurate expression in Arabic. Intensification
ensures that the speaker conveys emphasis and certainty, while inflection allows verbs to adapt
correctly to tense, mood, and subject agreement. Without mastering these processes, learners
may struggle with constructing precise sentences or interpreting classical texts. For example,
failing to apply intensification correctly may weaken the intended meaning, while misapplying

inflection may lead to grammatical errors.

Filldn the blank: Intensification conveys , while inflection ensures verbs adapt

correctly to tense and agreement.

Concept Description Arabic Translation
Example
Intensification of Adding particles like Jor &to Gl i< | The student will
Imperfect Verbs ( 2S5l emphasize certainty or insistence. Ol certainly write the
g Juadl dadll 3) lesson.

1-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



Often marked by nun of emphasis | 4 w3 | You will surely
(&) attached to the verb. L study Arabic.

Inflection of Defective Verbs ending in a weak letter (s/5) | Sa daw ol | The man did not
Verbs (usilll Jx8Y) &) se)) | drop or change letters in Al ) strive for good.

jussive/subjunctive forms.

In subjunctive, final weak letter may | Jikll se8 &3 | The child will not

drop with fathah marker. (%S call‘much.
In indicative, weak letter remains & g 2w | The boy strives in
with proper vowel. A 2l school.

Box 5.1 Key differences between intensification and inflection.

Pilot questions 5.1

1. Whatis meant by Ssilin Arabic grammar?

2. Fillin the blank: Intensification in imperfect verbs is achieved by adding or
suffixes to strengthen meaning.

What are ,AY) dliaall Jlzd¥)?

Fillin the blank: Defective verbs are those that end with letters such as <« «<sor .

Give one example of a verb that undergoes inflection due to a weak letter.

o a0 M o

Fillin the blank: Intensification conveys , while inflection ensures verbs adapt

correctly totense and agreement.

5.2 Intensification Of The Imperfect Verbs

542.1 Forms of intensification

Intensification (253) in the imperfect verbs is achieved by adding specific particles or suffixes
that strengthen the meaning of the verb. The most common form is the use of the nun of

emphasis (&S5 ¢ 63), which appears as (&) ALEN 18 gl ¢ gor (&) Adal <6 (6. For example:
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o Guudl Gl (E&(The student will certainly write the lesson).

o Gl Qi (Y (The student will surely write the lesson).

These forms leave no doubt about the action and are often used in contexts requiring strong

affirmation.

Fill in the blank: The two types of %S¢l & siare and

Arabic Imperfect Verbs with Emphasis Nun (\Sgdl O93)

Intensified Verb (Strong Emphasis)

+ Heavy Nun @ -3
(& - AL 4 Sa1)l 93) (ARG (yaktubanna)
Strong Emphasis He shall surely write
Base Imperfect Verb -
(&J"‘"‘" Jqu) Note: Final letter gets Fatha (=) before :,
Ed ;',° -
C355 (yaktubu)
He writes Intensified Verb (Mild Emphasis)
+ Light Nin o2&
(& - danasl Sl (395) SSS (yaktuban)
Mild Emphasis He should write
Note: Final letter gets Fatha (=) before :’
General Note: Both forms emphasize the certainty or urgency of thg future action. 3
The heavy Nin (&) is more forceful than the light NGn (J). )

Figure 5.2 Forms of intensification in imperfect verbs.

5.2.2 Examples from Qur’anic and classical usage

The Qur’an and classical Arabic texts provide authentic examples of intensification. For
instance, in the Qur’an:

é’ﬁ‘éﬂ o m(You will certainly be tested in your wealth) [Qur’an 3:186].

Here, the verb (3%is intensified with ALEN 463 ¢ sito emphasise certainty. Similarly, classical
poetry often employs intensification to heighten dramatic effect, such as:

Gall 33 (e 4981 G3 ad(The people will surely cry out from the severity of war).
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Fill in the blank: In Qur’anic usage, intensification often conveys a sense of and

inevitability.

Plate 5.2 Qur’anic example of intensification in imperfect verbs.
5.2.3 Common learner errors'in intensification

Learners often struggle with the correct placement of Sl & siand may confuse heavy and light
forms. Another common error is failing to adjust the verb endings when the nun is added, which
can lead to incorrect conjugation. For example, writing ¢siSsinstead of (83, To avoid these

mistakes, learners should practise with authentic texts and pay close attention to the rules of verb

endings.
Fill in the blank: A common learner error in intensification is confusing ~~~ and
forms of the nun of emphasis.

Common Error Description Strategy for Mastery
Forgetting verb Learners omit the nun of emphasis or Practice attaching AL LS gl ¢4
endings confuse it with case endings. (&)and (&) 4844 2868 ¢ sito

verbs in drills.
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Mixing moods

Learners confuse indicative/subjunctive

endings with emphasized forms.

Memorize rule: nun of emphasis

overrides normal endings; e.g.,

Mispronouncing nun

of emphasis

Learners fail to double the nun

(gemination) or pronounce it lightly.

Recite aloud with tajwid-style

attention; mark heavy (&) vs. light

(©).

Incorrect particle use

Learners forget that particles like <

trigger nun of emphasis.

Build sentence sets: {Cmepil « sl
highlight particle + verb

connection.

Weak verb confusion

Learners struggle when weak verbs

drop letters before nun of emphasis.

Drill weak verbs separately (e.g.,
Gl — oxad): write and vocalize

examples.

Overuse in translation

Learners add nun of emphasis in
contexts where Arabic doesn’t require

it.

Compare authentic texts; note
when‘emphasis is stylistic vs.

obligatory.

Box 5.2 Common learner errors in intensification.

Pilot questions 5.2

1. Whatis meant by +Ssillinimperfect verbs?

P 0N

inevitability.

o

6. Fillinthe blank: Acommon learner error in intensification is confusing

Fill in the'blank: The two types of 2S5l & sare

and

Fillin the blank:dn Qur’anic usage, intensification often conveys a sense of

forms of the nun of emphasis.

Give one Qur’anic example of intensification in imperfect verbs.

and

Identify one common learner error in applying intensification.

and
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5.3 Inflection Of Defective Verbs

5.3.1 Types of defective verbs

Defective verbs (LAY dLirall Ju8Y1) are verbs that end with a weak letter, specifically s <sor .
These weak endings cause the verb to undergo changes when conjugated in different tenses or

moods. For example:

o (*(he strove) ends with .
e ley(he called) ends with \.

.t

e y)*(heinvaded) ends with s.

Each type of defective verb behaves differently depending on the tense and grammatical context.

Learners must pay close attention to these endings to aveid errors in conjugation.

Fill in the blank: Defective verbs are those that end with the weak letters ,

, or

-
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ARABIC DEFECTIVE VERBS (2381 S22l J2all) - Ending with 9 «s, or |

Ending in Waw (3) - 913}y Ja8CJ) Ending in Ya' (s) - sWU Jadll) Ending in Alif (1) - 8L ja3E)

964 (yad't) 232 (yarmi) A (yas'a)

He calls (Present) He throws (Present) He strives (Present)

&3 (da'a) ) (rama) v (sa'a)

He called (Past) He threw (Past) He strove (Past)

Note: The Alif (s or |) represents an
underlying 9 or  and appears as
Alif Magsdrah (i) in the present.

Note: The 3 is part of the root and Note: The ( is part of the root
appears in the present tense. and appears in the present tense.

General Note: Defective verbs have a weak final radical (9, s, or 1) that often undergoes changes or deletion in conjugation.

Figure 5.3 Types of defective verbs.
5.3.2 Rules of inflection in different tenses

Inflection (JX¥) refers to the modification of defective verbs when they are conjugated. In the

past tense (<), the weak letter may remain or drop depending on the subject. For example:

o (> )gu(they strove).
o o> &gyl called).

In the imperfect tense (g4a4l)), the weak letter often shifts position or changes form:

o »u(hestrives).
o $#(hecalls).

In the jussive (as)2<!) and subjunctive (cs<ial)) moods, the weak letter is frequently dropped:

e &« al(he did not strive).
e 3 (he will not call).
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Fill in the blank: In the jussive mood, the weak letter at the end of a defective verb is often

SO N
SO o
B e

,*‘ SR o S "-/°<
-5\ Diyen > 2~
B 2 ST (4 /_ \g}"‘s y//, ,»:Z/vf,i’pt'\p>x
LL" T 2 - /0/{\/‘;3’/' A.D\ 'M: X
= - ".:;/7 a/ ”\' e \'.‘.?'i‘)/} _’ﬁ o - a//‘\:/ j}_/, a8\
i S = NN AR ',

Plate 5.3 Classical Arabic text illustrating inflection of defective verbs.

5.3.3 lllustrative examples and variations

To consolidate understanding, let us consider a few examples:

T T i o L
o e wasFEuh

o 1> 3o Gupl

These'examples show how the weak letter changes or drops depending on tense and mood.
Learners should practise these variations regularly to gain confidence in recognising and

applying the rules.

Fill in'the blank: The verb €ain the imperfect tense becomes

Tense Defective Verb Example Translation
Past (alll) AN B Al The boy strove for good.
A Ja ) e The man called his friend.
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Present (g Jlaal) Ao paal) B Qi) 2 The student strives in school.
4, aluall oy The Muslim calls upon his Lord.

Subjunctive (csaiall £ jLiaall) | 1358 gl Gam o) The boy will not strive much.
s Jakal) e o The child will not call anyone.

Jussive (pyiaall & laall) A0 ) S e ol The man did not strive for evil.
s Qllal) £y a1 The student did not call anyone.

Box 5.3 Examples of defective verbs across tenses.

Pilot questions 5.3

1. What are JAY) dlixall Jlady)?
2. Fillin the blank: Defective verbs are those that end with the weak letters ,

, Or

3. Give one example of a defective verb.in the past tense.

4. Fillin the blank: In the jussive mood, the weak letter at the end of a defective verb is often

5. Provide one example of a defective verbin the imperfect tense.

6. Fillinthe blank: Theverb din the imperfect tense becomes

5.4 Applications’/And Learner Challenges

5.4.1 Practical sentence constructions with intensified imperfect verbs

Applying intensification (2S5 in real sentences helps learners move beyond theory into

practice. For example:

o 1 (il Gl w(The student will certainly write the lesson tomorrow).

o sl M asil 53 543(The people will surely go out to the market).
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These constructions show how the nun of emphasis (2553 0 8) strengthens the verb’s meaning.

Learners should practise by creating their own sentences, ensuring that the verb endings are

correctly adjusted when the nun is added.

Fill in the blank: The addition of Sl (sito an imperfect verb conveys

certainty.

and

ARABIC SENTENCES WITH INTENSIFIED IMPERFECT VERBS (&S531 &)

3. INTENSIFIED SENTENCE &

1. BASE IMPERFECT SENTENCE
TRANSLATION

(sl 2L2a4)1 dlasel)

G BN ¢

(yaktubu al-talibu al-darsa)

The student writes the lesson.

Adding
Emphasis

=S

2. INT ENS|FICATIC1P§ PROCESS
(WS35 O g3 dBL2))

+ HEAVY NON
(O - Thagilah

+ LIGHT NON
(0 - Khafifah)  wild/command

Emphasis

(385401 dlasdy)

Sop1 S 8

(Wa-Allahi la-yaktubanna al-talibu al-darsa)

By Allah, the student will
SURELY write the lesson.

iy §8351 ik

(Li-yaktuban ahadukum risalah)

Let one of you WRITE a |etter
(emphatic command).

Note: The Heavy Nun (&) conveys a higher degree of certainty and is often used with oaths (4l).

The Light Nun (&) is less forceful and can appear in commands or prohibitions.

Figure 5.4 Examples of intensified imperfect verbs in sentences.

5.4:2 Practical sentence constructions with inflected defective verbs

Defective verbs (LAY dlizal) Judll) require careful handling when used in sentences. For

example:

o AN A Al au(The boy strove towards goodness).
o AN A Ja M L o (The man will not strive towards evil).
o uall sl =8 al(The people did not call to war).
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These examples highlight how weak letters change or drop depending on tense and mood.
Learners should practise by conjugating defective verbs across different contexts to reinforce

accuracy.

Fill in the blank: In the jussive mood, defective verbs often lose their letter at the

end.

Plate 5.4 Classical Arabic text illustrating defective verbs in sentences.

5.4.3 Strategies'for overcoming learner difficulties

Learners often face challenges such as confusing heavy and light forms of %S si) (¢4, misplacing
weak letters in defective verbs, or failing to adjust endings correctly. To overcome these

difficulties, learners should:

e Practise regularly with authentic texts from the Qur’an and classical poetry.
o Memorise key rules for intensification and inflection.

e Compare correct and incorrect forms to identify patterns of error.

1-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



o Engage in peer review or guided exercises to reinforce accuracy.

Fill in the blank: One effective strategy for mastering intensification and inflection is regular

practice with

texts.

Challenge

Description

Strategy for Mastery

Mixing endings with

nun of emphasis

Learners confuse indicative/subjunctive
endings with emphasized forms (e.g., <5

vs. Cuisi),

Drill verb charts showing normal
vs. emphasized forms;recite

aloud to internalize rhythm.

Dropping weak

letters incorrectly

With defective verbs (o2 ¢2), learners
forget when final weak letters drop in

jussive/subjunctive.

Practice weak verb paradigms;
highlight changes (e.g., O ¢ ol

=),

Overusing emphasis

Learners add nun of emphasis in contexts

where it’s stylistically unnecessary.

Compare authentic texts; note
when emphasis is used for
certainty vs. optional stylistic

force.

Confusing particles

Learners forget which particles. trigger

intensification (4) vs. inflection (&) «a).

Create flashcards of trigger

particles with sample sentences.

nuance.

Pronunciation Learners mispronounce nun of emphasis Practice oral drills with tajwid-

errors (heavy & vs. light &) or weak verb endings. | style attention to endings; record
and self-correct.

Translation Learners translate (-e/cli /58 or Paraphrase in English with

literalism emphasized verbs too literally, missing natural equivalents (“surely,”

99 ¢

“almost,” “perhaps”).

Pilot questions 5.4

Box 5.4 Strategies for overcoming learner challenges.

1. Give one example of a sentence with an intensified imperfect verb.
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2. Fillin the blank: The addition of S¢ill &sito an imperfect verb conveys and
certainty.

3. Provide one example of a defective verb used in the jussive mood.

4. Fillin the blank: In the jussive mood, defective verbs often lose their letter at'the
end.

5. ldentify one common learner challenge in applying intensification or inflection.

6. Fillin the blank: One effective strategy for mastering intensification and inflection is regular

practice with texts.

Series Summary

This Series focused on the intensification of imperfect verbs and the inflection of defective
verbs, two essential processes in Arabic grammar that ensure precision and emphasis in
communication. The purpose was to help you recognise how verbs are strengthened for certainty
and how weak endings are modified across tenses and moods, both of which are crucial for

accurate reading and construction of sentences in classical and modern contexts.

We began by clarifying the concepts of intensification and inflection, then moved on to
explore the forms of intensification in imperfect verbs, including the use of heavy and light
nun of emphasis with examples from the Qur’an and poetry. Following that, we examined the
types of defective verbs and their rules of inflection across past, imperfect, jussive, and
subjunctive forms. Finally, we applied these processes in practical sentence constructions and
addressed common learner challenges with strategies for mastery. By completing this Series, you
should now be able to define and explain these processes, demonstrate their correct usage, apply
them 1n varied sentence structures, analyse authentic examples, and evaluate learner difficulties,

as outlined in the Series Learning Outcomes.

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



Glossary of Terms

AY) Aina) JadY) (defective verbs)
Verbs that end with a weak letter such as «g «<gor ), which causes changes in their form when

conjugated in different tenses or moods.

J3=Y (inflection)
The modification of defective verbs due to the presence of weak letters at the end. Inflection

explains how these verbs change or drop letters depending on tense, mood, or subject agreement.

484 (intensification)
The process of strengthening the meaning of a verb, especially the imperfect, by adding particles

or suffixes that emphasise certainty or continuity.

g Juaal) J2dl) (imperfect verb)
A verb form in Arabic that indicates present or future actions. It can be intensified using particles

such as S5l G4,

a9l (jussive mood)
A grammatical mood in Arabic where the verb is shortened or altered, often by dropping weak

letters, to indicate negation or conditionality.

@ saidl (subjunctive mood)
A grammatical mood in Arabic where the verb form changes, often involving weak letters, to

express purpose, result, or possibility.

1<) & o8 (nun of emphasis)
A suffix added to imperfect verbs to emphasise certainty. It appears in two forms: Sl (s

(&) A&, the heavy nun, and (&) 4iad) <63 ¢ 5. the light nun.

Concept Check Questions [Series 5]

Objective Questions
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1. Define ¥Ssillin the context of imperfect verbs. (Linked to SLO 5.1)

2. ldentify the weak letters that cause verbs to be classified as defective. (Linked to SLO 5.6)

3. State the two forms of Ssil) G siused in intensification. (Linked to SLO 5.4)

4. Fillin the blank: In the jussive mood, defective verbs often their weak ending.
(Linked to SLO 5.7)

5. Selectthe correct mood: “& &!” is an example of the mood. (Linked to SLO 5.7)

Short-Answer Questions

6. Explain why intensification is important in Arabic grammar. (Linked to SLO 5:3)

7. Demonstrate the correct use of 4L& 1S g3l ¢ ¢iin a sentence. (Linked to SLO 5.5)

8. Provide one Qur’anic example of intensification in imperfect verbs. (Linked to SLO 5.4)

9. Describe one common learner error when applying inflection to-defective verbs. (Linked to
SLO 5.9)

10. Suggest one strategy for overcoming challenges in mastering intensification and inflection.

(Linked to SLO 5.10)

Long-Answer Questions

11. Analyse the behaviour of defective verbs across past, imperfect, jussive, and subjunctive
forms, giving examples. (Linked to SLO 5.7, SLO 5.8)

12. Evaluate the role of intensification in Qur’anic and classical Arabic texts, and discuss its

stylisticampact. (Linked to SLO 5.4, SLO 5.9)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5]
Objective Questions

1. Intensification (xS is the process of strengthening the meaning of a verb, especially the

imperfect, by adding particles or suffixes.
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Defective verbs end with weak letters: «s «sor ).
The two forms are () A& 48 6l ¢ giand (&) Adal) 186l ¢y g5,

In the jussive mood, defective verbs often drop their weak ending.

o M 0N

“&w ol is in the jussive mood.

Short-Answer Questions

6. Intensification is important because it conveys certainty and emphasis, ensuring clarity in
communication.

7. Example: Cuuall &Gl (883 The student will certainly write the lesson).

8. Qur’anic example: égé‘ﬁi o 5333;33(Y0u will certainly be tested in your wealth) [Qur’an 3:186].
9. A common error is failing to drop the weak letter in the jussive mood, leading to incorrect
forms.

10. One strategy is regular practice with authentic texts such as Qur’anic verses and classical

poetry.

Long-Answer Questions

11. Basic response: Defective verbs change depending on tense and mood. For example:

e Past: (w1,

o Imperfect: 2.

o Jussive: g ol

o ' Subjunctive: g (4.

These changes occur because the weak letter at the end shifts or drops.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may compare how different weak endings
behave. For instance, verbs ending in s(e.g., 1 3#) behave differently from those ending in
s(e.g., «*). They may also analyse how these changes affect rhythm and style in poetry

or Qur’anic recitation.
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12. Basic response: Intensification in Qur’anic and classical texts adds emphasis and

certainty. For example, :béﬁconveys inevitability.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may evaluate how intensification contributes to
rhetorical effect, such as reinforcing divine promises in the Qur’an or heightening dramatic
tension in poetry. They may also explore how the choice between heavy and light nun of

emphasis influences stylistic nuance.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5]

Part 5.1 Concept of Intensification and Inflection

e Intensification (xS44)) in Arabic grammar is the process of strengthening the meaning.of a
verb.

e Intensification in imperfect verbs is achieved by adding particles or suffixes.

o LAY Aliaall Juiiare defective verbs that end with weak letters.

¢ Defective verbs are those that end with «¢ <sor .

e Example: | — (A — 2,

e Intensification conveys emphasis, while inflection ensures verbs adapt correctly to tense

and agreement.

Part 5.2 Intensification of the Imperfect Verbs

¢ Intensification in imperfect verbs means strengthening the verb’s meaning using emphasis
markers.

e Thetwo types of 4S5l ¢ siare (&) AL 886l ¢ siand (&) Aadad s sl o 88,

e Qur’anic example: aﬂ\y\ u-‘l m(You will certainly be tested in your wealth) [Qur’an 3:186].

e |n Quraniciusage, intensification often conveys certainty and inevitability.

e One common learner erroris failing to adjust verb endings when adding S s &9,

¢ A common learnererrorin intensification is confusing heavy and light forms of the nun of

emphasis.

Part 5.3 Inflection of Defective Verbs

o LAY Aliaall Juilare verbs ending with weak letters.
o Defective verbs end with the weak letters ¢« <sor .
e Example in pasttense: l$2 — oo,

e Inthejussive mood, the weak letter at the end of a defective verb is often dropped.
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o Example in imperfect tense: .

e Theverb ain the imperfect tense becomes .

Part 5.4 Applications and Learner Challenges

e Example of an intensified imperfect verb: Guuall Guuall m(The student will certainly write
the lesson).

e The addition of S &sito an imperfect verb conveys emphasis and certainty.

e Example of a defective verb in the jussive mood: 2 al(He did not strive).

¢ Inthe jussive mood, defective verbs often lose their weak letter at the end.

e« Acommon learner challenge is confusing heavy and light forms of 4Sgill & sior misplacing
weak letters.

¢ One effective strategy for masteringintensification and.inflection is regular practice with

authentic texts.

References and Attributions [Series 5]
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e The Qur’an.(n.d.). Verses cited for examples of intensification and inflection, e.g., Qur’an
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o Figure 5.2 Forms of intensification in imperfect verbs.
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o Prompt: “Create a diagram showing Arabic imperfect verbs with 4Ll S gl 555 and
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diagram OER”.
o Figure 5.3 Types of defective verbs.
o Attribution: Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
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OER”.
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o Search string: “Arabic grammar defective verbs sentence examples manuscript

OER”.
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o Attribution: Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
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defective verbs, with Arabic examples in bold and English translations.”
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar intensification vs inflection
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e Box 5.2 Common learner errors in intensification.
o Attribution: Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
o Prompt: “Create a box listing common learner errors with nun of emphasis in
imperfect verbs and strategies for mastery.”
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar nun of emphasis learner errors
OER”.
o Box 5.3 Examples of defective verbs across tenses.
o Attribution: Al-generated using Copilot image generation.
o Prompt: “Create a box showing examples of defective verbs across tenses with
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e Box 5.4 Strategies for overcoming learner challenges.
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