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Course code: ARA 201
Course title: Grammar I1

Course credit load: 2 Units

Series 1: Historical Background of Arabic

Grammar

Part 1.1 Early foundations of Arabic grammar

e 1.1.1 Emergence of Arabic grammar in the early Islamic period
e 1.1.2 Contributions of Basra and Kufa schools

e 1.1.3 Role of Qur’anic studies in shaping grammar
Part 1.2 Key scholars and their contributions

e 1.2.1 Sibawayh and his Kitab
e 1.2.2 Al-Farahidt and lexicographic influence

e 1.2.3 Other notable grammarians and their works
Part 1.3 Evolution and transmission of Arabic grammar

e 1.3.1 Spread of grammatical studies across regions
¢ 1.3.2 Influence on later-Islamic scholarship

e 1.3.3 Relevance of historical grammar to modern studies

Introduction

Arabic grammar has a rich and fascinating history that reflects the intellectual and cultural development
of the Arabic-speaking world. From its earliest foundations in the study of the Qur’an to the scholarly

debates of the Basra and Kufa schools, grammar became a discipline that shaped not only language but
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also theology, literature, and law. Understanding this background is essential, as it provides the context

for the rules and structures you will encounter throughout this course.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the origins and historical development of Arabic grammar;
highlighting the contributions of early scholars and the ways in which grammatical studies spread.and
influenced later scholarship. By the end of this Series, you should be able to explain how Arabic' grammar
emerged, identify key figures and their works, and appreciate the relevance of historical grammar to

modern studies.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the early foundations of Arabic grammar, including its
emergence in the Islamic period and the role of Qur’anic studies. Next, we will move on to.examine key
scholars such as Sibawayh and Al-Farahidi, considering their contributions and influence. Finally, we will
wrap up by tracing the evolution and transmission of Arabic grammar across regions, showing how it

shaped later scholarship and continues to inform modern linguistic studies.

Series Learning Outcomes

Series 1: Origins and Historical Development of Arabic Grammar
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 1.1 define the concept of Arabic grammar and explain its early foundations in the Islamic
period.

e SLO 1.2 describe the contributions of the Basra and Kufa schools to the development of
grammar.

e SLO 1.3 analyse the role of Qur’anic studies in shaping grammatical thought.

e SLO 1.4 identify key scholars such as Sibawayh and Al-Farahidi and outline their major works.

e SLO 1.5 explain the influence of Sibawayh’s Kitab on subsequent grammatical studies.

¢  SLO 1.6 evaluate the spread and transmission of Arabic grammar across regions and its impact
on later scholarship.

e SLO 1.7 assess the relevance of historical grammar to modern linguistic and academic studies.
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1.1 Early Foundations of Arabic Grammar

Arabic grammar did not emerge overnight. It developed gradually as scholars sought to preserve
the accuracy of the Qur’anic text and ensure the correct usage of Arabic in speech and writing.
The early foundations of grammar are closely tied to religious, cultural, and scholarly needs,

making this stage of development crucial for understanding how the discipline evolved.

1.1.1 Emergence of Arabic grammar in the early Islamic period

The earliest efforts to systematise Arabic grammar were motivated by the need to protect the
Qur’an, the holy book of Islam, from misinterpretation. Scholars tealised that without clear
rules, errors in recitation and writing could distort meaning. Thus, grammar became a tool for

safeguarding the sacred text.

Grammar in this context refers to the set of rules that govern how words are formed and
combined to create meaningful sentences. Early grammarians focused on identifying patterns in

speech and codifying them into rules.

Fill in the blank: The earliest efforts to systematise Arabic grammar were motivated by the need

to protect the
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Figure 1.1 Emergence of Arabic grammar in the early Islamic period

1.1.2 Contributions of Basra and Kufa scheols

Two major centres of learning; Basra and Kufa, played a pivotal role in shaping Arabic
grammar. The Basra school emphasised strict rules and logical analysis, while the Kufa school
was more flexible, drawing on spoken usage and poetic traditions. Together, they provided

complementary perspectives that enriched the study of grammar.

For example, scholars iniBasra focused on consistency and theoretical frameworks, whereas

those in Kufa valued practical examples from everyday speech and literature.

Fill in the blank: The two major centres of learning that shaped Arabic grammar were

and Kufa.

The Basra and Kufa schools were the two major centers of Arabic grammar in the early centuries,
each with distinct approaches: Basra emphasized logic and analogy, while Kufa relied more on

transmitted texts and poetic usage.

-
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Aspect Basra School (5! 4w ) Kufa School (4853 4w 1)

Methodology Relied heavily on analogy (c«til), Depended more on transmission
logic, and systematic rules to build (8ladl) from Qur’an, Hadith, and
grammar. Arabic poetry.

Philosophical More rationalist and theoretical, More empirical and descriptive,

Orientation seeking consistency and universal reflecting actual usage in texts and
rules. speech.

Sources Preferred Qur’an and carefully Broader acceptance of poetic evidence
selected poetry; cautious about and dialectal variations; more
colloquial speech. inclusive of oral traditions.

Attitude Toward Conservative, emphasizing purity and | Flexible, acknowledging linguistic

Innovation correctness of language. diversity and regional variations.
Representative Sibawayh (42su), Al-Khalil ibn Al-Kisa’1 (Qwsl), Al-Farra® (s)2A4l).
Scholars Ahmad (2eal cp 8,
Impact Influenced the standardization of Preserved dialectal richness and
Arabic grammar and became alternative grammatical
dominant in later scholarship. interpretations.

Table 1.1 Comparison of Basra and Kufa schools

1.1.3 Role of Qur’anic studies in shaping grammar

The study of the Qur’an was central to the development of grammar. Scholars examined the text
to identify correct forms of words, sentence structures, and declensions. This process gave rise to
the concept of ‘Icrab, defined as the system of inflectional endings that indicate grammatical

functions such as subject, object, or predicate.

By analysing Qur’anic verses, grammarians established rules that later became standard in
Arabic grammar. This ensured that the sacred text was recited and interpreted accurately across

generations.
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Fill in the blank: The system of inflectional endings that indicate grammatical functions in

Arabic is called

Aspect Explanation Example
Role of Qur’anic The need to preserve the correct | Ensuring that verses are read with

Studies ( <Y 492 | recitation and interpretation of the | proper vowel endings to avoid

Ll ) Qur’an led scholars to study misinterpretation.
grammar systematically.
Development of Grammarians analyzed Qur’anic Sibawayh’s Kitab relied on
Grammar Rules text to establish rules of syntax, Qur anic examples to illustrate
(Lsadll s/l _y ok morphology, and phonetics. grammatical principles.

Trab (<)

Refers to the system of case
endings (vowel marks) that
indicate grammatical function of

words-in-a sentence.

"3oa S (nominative subject),
"Ll S8 (accusative object),
"ol &) <" (genitive after

preposition).

Preservation of
Meaning ( -z Lids)

Correct application of "I'rab
ensures accurate meaning and
prevents theological or linguistic

errors.

"2 Lalell G iy Lail" v, " 4 iy Lad]
éLle]" — Different subject/object

roles change meaning.

Impact on Arabic
Grammar (A &Y
gt sad)

Qur’anic studies established
grammar as a science, balancing
oral tradition with systematic

analysis.

Schools of Basra and Kufa used
Qur’anic verses as primary

evidence for grammatical debates.

Box 1.1 Role of Qur’anic studies in shaping grammar

Pilot questions 1.1

1. What motivated the earliest efforts to systematise Arabic grammar?

2. Which two schools played a major role in shaping Arabic grammar?
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3. How did the Basra school differ from the Kufa school in its approach?
4. What is ‘Icrab, and why is it important in Arabic grammar?

5. How did Qur’anic studies contribute to the development of grammar?

1.2 Key Scholars and Their Contributions

The development of Arabic grammar owes much to the efforts of pioneering scholars who
systematised the language and produced works that remain influential today. Their contributions
provided the foundation for later grammatical studies and shaped the way Arabic is taught and

understood.

1.2.1 Sibawayh and his Kitab

One of the most celebrated figures in Arabic grammar is Sibawayh, a Persian scholar who lived
in the 8th century. His monumental work; the Kitab, is regarded as the first comprehensive
grammar of Arabic. In this text, Sibawayh analysed sentence structures, declensions, and

phonetics, setting out rules that became authoritative for centuries.

The Kitab is not only a grammar manual but also a reflection of the intellectual debates of its
time. It demonstrates the influence of the Basra school, with its emphasis on logical consistency

and rigorous analysis.

Fill in‘'the blank: The first comprehensive grammar of Arabic was written by
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Sibawayh and the Structure of his Kitab, Highlighting its Main Themes

i PART 1: NAHW ) f PART 2: SARF |
(SYNTAX & SENTENCE STRUCTURE) (MORPHOLOGY & WORD FORMATION)
I'RAB AMIL : . ) ROOTS & DERIVATION
(Case Endings) (Governor & Governed) F“&';ﬂi’f{,‘i';a' ¥ Co(r:l?é;ts PATTERNS (Ism, Fi’l)
JUMLAH OPERATORS VERBAL FORMS NOMINAL FORMS
(Sentence Types) (Particles & Verbs) L )
f MAIN THEMES: ) MAIN THEMES:
PHONOLOGY & SOUND LINGUISTIC PRINCIPLES & METHODOLOGY
(&la (&)
ARTICULATION \ -
POINTS il s : Gl Toase)
(Makharij) Core Methodological * |~ L) : eariog Usas:
Concepts Framework ’ e e
SOUND ATTRIBUTES PHONETIC RULES [ TA'ﬁL DIALECT. AL7VAR]AT10V
L (Sifat) (Idgham, Iglab) ) (Causality) (Lughat)

Figure 1.2 Sibawayh and his Kitab

1.2.2 Al-Farahidt and lexicographic influence

Another key figure is Al-Farahidi, renowned for his contributions to lexicography and
phonology. He compiled one of the earliest Arabic dictionaries, Kitab al-‘Ayn, which organised
words according to their root letters. This work not only supported grammatical studies but also

helped preserve the richness of the Arabic lexicon.

Al-Farahidt also introduced systematic approaches to analysing sounds, laying the groundwork
for later studies in Arabic phonology. His influence extended beyond grammar into poetry and

prosody, showing the interconnectedness of language disciplines.

Fill.in the blank: The earliest Arabic dictionary, Kitab al- ‘Ayn, was compiled by .

Contribution Explanation Example / Impact
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Lexicography Authored Kitab al- Organized words by Established systematic
(palea) ‘Ayn (cpadl SUS), the their phonetic lexicography, influencing
first Arabic articulation points later dictionaries like
dictionary. rather than Lisan al- ‘Arab.
alphabetical order.
Phonology ( & | Developed analysis | Classified consonants | Provided a framework for
< pa¥) of Arabic sounds by place of understanding sound
and articulation articulation (e.g., patterns and correct
points. throat, tongue, lips). recitation.
Prosody ( oF Founded the science | Identified and codified | Defined 15 recognized
@ aad) of ‘Ariid (Arabic the metrical patterns. | poetic meters, enabling
prosody). of Arabic poetry: poets to compose within
structured rhythmic
systems.
Orthography & | Contributed to early .| Linked phonology and | Influenced Sibawayh’s
Grammar ( £2LY/ | grammatical studies lexicography to Kitab, which cited his
sy alongside Basra grammar for precise methods.
school scholars. usage.

Table 1.2 Contributions of Al-Farahidr

1.2.3 Other'notable grammarians and their works

Beyond Sibawayh and Al-Farahidi, many other scholars contributed to the growth of Arabic

grammar. Figures such as Al-Kisa’1, a leading grammarian of the Kufa school, and Al-Zajjaj,

known for his commentaries on grammar and Qur’anic exegesis, enriched the discipline with

their perspectives.

These scholars often debated issues such as declension, syntax, and the interpretation of poetic

forms. Their works illustrate the diversity of thought within Arabic grammar and the importance

of scholarly dialogue in refining linguistic rules.

-
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Fill in the blank: A leading grammarian of the Kufa school was

School

grammar and Bedouin
dialects.

- Wrote Ma ‘ani al-Qur’an.

Grammarian | Era/School | Contributions Example Impact
Al-Kisa’t 8th century, - Leading Kufan Preserved variant readings/of
(~leusl) Kufa School | grammarian and one of the the Qur’an and enriched
seven canonical Qur’an grammar with dialectal
reciters. evidence.
- Emphasized dialectal
diversity and oral
transmission in grammar.
- Served as tutor to the
Abbasid caliphs.
Al-Zajjaj 9th—10th - Student of Al-Mubarrad, His'book Ma ‘anit al-Qur’an
(cbH) century, blending grammar with became a key reference for
Basra Qur’anic exegesis. grammar in tafsir.
tradition - Authored works
explaining difficult
Qur’anic expressions.
- Known for clarity and
precision in grammatical
analysis.
Sibawayh 8th century; - Author of Al-Kitab, the Established the framework of
(s Basra School | foundational text of Arabic classical Arabic grammar.
grammar.
- Systematized rules using
analogy and logic.
Al-Farra’ 8th—9th - Major Kufan grammarian, | Preserved oral traditions and
(#14) century, Kufa focused on Qur’anic dialectal richness in grammar.

-
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Al-Mubarrad | 9th century, - Refined Sibawayh’s Influenced later grammarians
(L) Basra School system, emphasizing and lexicographers.
analogy and precision.
- Authored Al-Kamil, a
major grammar and

literature work.

Box 1.2 Other notable grammarians and their works

Pilot questions 1.2

1. Who wrote the first comprehensive grammar of Arabic?
What is the name of Sibawayh’s famous work?
Which scholar compiled Kitab al- ‘Ayn, one of the earliest Arabic dictionaries?

Name one contribution of Al-Farahidi to Arabic studies.

A

Identify a leading grammarian of the Kufa school.

1.3 Evolutionand Transmission of Arabic Grammar

Arabic grammar did not remain static after its early foundations. It evolved through scholarly
debates, regional exchanges, and the transmission of knowledge across generations. This Part
explores how grammar spread beyond its original centres, influenced later Islamic scholarship,

and continues to -hold relevance in modern studies.

.31/ Spread of grammatical studies across regions

As Islamic civilisation expanded, so too did the study of grammar. Centres of learning in places

such as Baghdad, Damascus, and Cairo became hubs where scholars taught and refined

-
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grammatical rules. The transmission of grammar was facilitated by madrasas, defined as

institutions of higher learning where religious and linguistic sciences were taught.

This spread ensured that Arabic grammar was standardised across diverse regions, allowing for

consistency in Qur’anic recitation, poetry, and scholarly writing.

Fill in the blank: Institutions of higher learning where grammar was taught were called

s THE DIFFUSION OF ARABIC GRAMMAR (NAHW): B
FROM BASRA & KUFA TO MAJOR CENTERS OF LEARNING A~ 7

=\ (Abbasid Capital & Al-Farra \3
Synthesis Center,
9th-13th C.)

Sibawayh's -
“Al-Kitah” SU=

AN (Ayyubid & Mamluk Center, 2V \ =
/ A mhm —= / 1 BAGHDAD
(b 4e A
7 >

AL-ISABIH

CAIRO

I

\ (Fatimid & Mamluk Center, Ib,, = e ;
58 10th-16th C.) << Ton (Schodl of Grammar, 8th C.) |
A - 4 N
;‘ Blue Arrows: Basran Influence
{ § BASRA KUFA Green Arrows: Kufan Influence
\. 3 % % : :
) g (School of Grammar, 8th C.) (School of Grammar, 8th C.) SOl meys Dashiad Smthesh & Diffisiod

Figure 1.3 Spread of grammatical studies across regions

1.3.2 Influenceron later Islamic scholarship

Arabic grammar became a cornerstone of Islamic scholarship. It influenced disciplines such as
tafsir, defined as the interpretation of the Qur’an, and figh, defined as Islamic jurisprudence.
Scholars relied on grammatical rules to ensure precise interpretation of texts, since even small

changes in declension could alter meaning.
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Grammar also shaped literary studies, as poets and writers adhered to grammatical conventions

to maintain clarity and elegance in their works.

Fill in the blank: The discipline concerned with the interpretation of the Qur’an is called

Field Influence of Grammar Example / Impact
Tafsir Grammar ensures correct The verse "' #Ladal) Al | iy Laif'” —
(i) understanding of Qur’anic verses by grammar shows that “élal)”
clarifying syntax, case endings (i 'rab), | (scholars) is the subject, preventing
and word functions. misinterpretation.
Figh (4id) Legal rulings depend on precise The difference between "3all | sl
grammatical interpretation of Qur’anic (establish prayer — obligation) vs.
and Hadith texts. Grammar " galbwald aills J3E" (when you finish,
distinguishes between commands, then hunt — permissibility).
prohibitions, and conditions.
Literary Grammar provides structure for In classical poetry, correct use of
Studies analyzing poetry, prose, and rhetoric. i rab and syntax preserves rhythm
( Sl ) It enables appreciation of stylistic and meaning, e.g., Al-Mutanabbi’s
4;‘.-'-’5/9 devices and metrical accuracy. verses.

Table 1.3 Influence of Arabic grammar on Islamic scholarship

1.3@3'Relevance of historical grammar to modern studies

The study of historical grammar remains important today. Modern linguists and students of
Arabic benefit from understanding how rules were codified and transmitted. This knowledge
provides insights into the evolution of the language and helps learners appreciate the depth of

Arabic’s grammatical tradition.
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For example, examining Sibawayh’s Kitab or Al-Farahidi’s Kitab al- ‘Ayn allows modern
scholars to trace the roots of grammatical concepts still in use. Historical grammar also supports

comparative studies between classical and modern Arabic.

Fill in the blank: The study of historical grammar helps modern learners trace the roots of

concepts still in use.

Aspect

Explanation

Modern Relevance

Preservation of

Historical grammar

Provides a stable reference point for

Classical Arabic safeguarded Qur’anic modern Arabic dialect studies and
(LSSl Ly ol Bds) | Janguage and early literature. comparative Semitic linguistics.
Systematic Analysis Basra and Kufa schools Offers.models for linguistic theory

(¢l Juall) developed structured rules of | and inspires frameworks in modern
syntax, morphology, and grammar research.
phonology.
'I ‘rab and Case Historical focus on case Helps modern linguists study
Endings (</~Y) endings clarified meaning inflectional systems and compare
and syntax. with Indo-European and other
language families.
Dialectal Evidence Kufan grammarians Supports sociolinguistic research and
(Lagll 18] 5t) preserved Bedouin and comparative studies of language

regional variations.

change and diversity.

Influence on Other

Grammar shaped tafsir, figh,

Demonstrates interdisciplinary

Sciences ( A& Y and literary criticism. relevance, linking linguistics with
s AY p glel) theology, law, and literature.
Comparative Historical grammar provides Enables comparison with Hebrew,
Linguistics ( <tstll | rich data for cross-language | Syriac, and other Semitic languages,
4 ldal) analysis. highlighting shared roots and

divergences.
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Box 1.3 Relevance of historical grammar to modern studies

Pilot questions 1.3

1. Which institutions helped spread Arabic grammar across regions?
Name two cities that became centres of grammatical studies after Basra and Kufa.
Which discipline relies on grammar for interpreting the Qur’an?

How did grammar influence Islamic jurisprudence?

A

Why is the study of historical grammar still relevant today?

Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to the origins and historical development of Arabic grammar,
highlighting why its study is essential for understanding the language and its scholarly traditions.
By tracing the earliest foundations, you have seen how the need to preserve the Qur’an motivated
the systematisation of grammar, and how the Basra and Kufa schools provided distinct

approaches that enriched the discipline.

We began with the early foundations of grammar, then moved on to examine the contributions of
key scholars such as Sibawayh and Al-Farahidi, before concluding with the spread and
transmission of grammatical studies across regions and their influence on later scholarship. By
completing this Series, you should now be able to define the concept of Arabic grammar,
describe the role of major schools and scholars, analyse the impact of Qur’anic studies, and
evaluate the relevance of historical grammar to modern linguistic studies, in line with the Series

Learning Outcomes.
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Glossary of Terms

e Basra school: One of the earliest centres of Arabic grammatical study, known for its strict rules
and logical analysis of language.

e Fiqh: Islamic jurisprudence, the discipline concerned with interpreting and applying Islamic-law,
which relies on grammar for precise meaning.

e Grammar: The set of rules that govern how words are formed and combined to create
meaningful sentences in a language.

e Kufa school: A major centre of Arabic grammatical study, recognised forits flexible approach
that drew on spoken usage and poetic traditions.

e Madrasas: Institutions of higher learning in the Islamic world where religious and linguistic
sciences, including grammar, were taught.

e Qur’an: The holy book of Islam, whose preservation and accurate recitation motivated the early
development of Arabic grammar.

e Sibawayh: An influential Persian scholar of Arabic grammar, author of the Kitab, the first
comprehensive grammar of Arabic.

o Tafsir: The discipline of interpreting the Qur*an, which depends on grammar to ensure accurate
understanding of verses.

e ‘Icrab: The system of inflectional endings in Arabic that indicate grammatical functions such as
subject, object, or predicate.

¢ Al-Farahidi: A renowned scholar who compiled Kitab al- ‘Ayn, one of the earliest Arabic
dictionaries; and contributed to phonology and prosody.

¢ Al-Kisa’1: Adeading grammarian of the Kufa school, known for his contributions to syntax and
Qur’anic exegesis.

e Al-Zajjaj: A grammarian noted for his commentaries on grammar and Qur’anic interpretation,

contributing to the refinement of linguistic rules.
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Concept Check Questions [Series 1]

Objective Questions

—_

Define grammar in the context of Arabic studies. (Linked to SLO 1.1)

2. Identify the two major schools that shaped early Arabic grammar. (Linked to SLO 1.2)

3. Name the scholar who authored the Kitab, the first comprehensive grammar of Arabic. (Linked to
SLO 1.4)

4. State the title of the earliest Arabic dictionary compiled by Al-Farahidi. (Linked to SLO 1.4)

5. What is ‘Icrab, and what does it indicate in Arabic grammar? (Linked to SLO 1.3)

Short-Answer Questions

6. Explain how Qur’anic studies influenced the development of Arabic grammar,(Linked to SLO 1.3)
7. Describe one key difference between the Basra and Kufa schools of grammar. (Linked to SLO 1.2)
8. Outline one major contribution of Al-Farahidi to Arabi¢ scholarship. (Linked to SLO 1.4)

9. Analyse how Arabic grammar supported the interpretation of Islamic law. (Linked to SLO 1.6)

10. Demonstrate why historical grammar remains relevant to modern linguistic studies. (Linked to SLO

1.7)

Long-Answer Questions

11. Analyse the motivations behind the early systematisation of Arabic grammar and discuss their impact
on later scholarship. (Linked to SLO 1.1, SLO 1.6)

12. Evaluate the contributions of Sibawayh and Al-Farahidi, highlighting how their works shaped Arabic
grammar. (Linked to SLO'1.4, SLO1.5)

13. Assess the relevance of historical grammar to modern studies, providing examples of how it informs

contemporary Arabic learning. (Linked to SLO 1.7)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1]

Objective Questions

1. Grammar is the set of rules that govern how words are formed and combined to create meaningful
sentences.

2. Basra and Kufa.
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3. Sibawayh.
4. Kitab al-‘Ayn.
5. ‘Icrab is the system of inflectional endings in Arabic that indicate grammatical functions such as

subject, object, or predicate.

Short-Answer Questions

6. Qur’anic studies influenced grammar by motivating scholars to codify rules that ensured.accurate
recitation and interpretation of the sacred text.

7. The Basra school emphasised strict logical rules, while the Kufa school drew more on spoken usage
and poetic traditions.

8. Al-Farahidi compiled Kitab al- ‘Ayn, one of the earliest Arabic dictionaries, and contributed to
phonology and prosody.

9. Grammar supported Islamic law by clarifying meanings in legal texts; ensuring that declensions and
syntax were interpreted correctly.

10. Historical grammar remains relevant because it helps learners trace the roots of grammatical concepts

still in use and supports comparative studies between classical and modern Arabic.

Long-Answer Questions

11. Basic response: Early systematisation was motivated by the need to preserve the Qur’an and
prevent errors in recitation. This laid the foundation for later grammatical scholarship.
Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that these motivations also influenced
other disciplines such as tafstr and figh, ensuring consistency in religious and legal interpretation
across regions.

12. Basic response: Sibawayh’s Kitab provided the first comprehensive grammar, while
Al-Farahid?’s Kitab al- ‘Ayn preserved the lexicon and introduced phonological analysis.
Value-added response: Outstanding learners may explain that Sibawayh’s logical approach
shaped Basra’s influence, while Al-Farahidi’s lexicographic work supported later linguistic and
poetic studies, showing their combined impact on Arabic scholarship.

13. Basic response: Historical grammar is relevant because it informs modern learners about the
origins of rules and concepts still applied today.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may provide examples such as how Sibawayh’s
analysis of declension supports modern syntax studies, or how Al-Farahidi’s dictionary aids

comparative linguistics and lexicography.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1]

Part 1.1 Early foundations of Arabic grammar

e The Qur’an.

e Basra and Kufa.

e The Basra school emphasised strict logical rules, while the Kufa school drew on spoken usage
and poetry.

e ‘lcrab, the system of inflectional endings that indicate grammatical functions.

e Qur’anic studies provided the basis for codifying grammatical rules and ensuring accurate

recitation.

Part 1.2 Key scholars and their contributions

e Sibawayh.

e Kitab.

e Al-Farahidi.

e He compiled Kitab al- ‘Ayn and contributed to phonology and prosody.
e Al-Kisa'l.

Part 1.3 Evolution and transmission of Arabic grammar

e Madrasas.

e Baghdad and Cairo.

e Tafsir.

e Grammar clarified meanings in legal texts, ensuring accurate interpretation in Islamic
jurisprudence.

o It helps modern learners trace the roots of grammatical concepts and supports comparative

studies.
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Illustrations

Figure 1.1 Emergence of Arabic grammar in the early.Islamic period
o Al-generated prompt: “Create @ diagram showing how the preservation of the Qur’an led
to the emergence of Arabic grammar.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “emergence of Arabic grammar Qur’an preservation

diagram OER”.

Table 1.1 Comparison of Basra and Kufa schools
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table comparing the Basra and Kufa schools of Arabic
grammar, highlighting their approaches.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o /Suggested OER search string: “Basra vs Kufa schools Arabic grammar comparison table

OER”.

Box 1.1 Role of Qur’anic studies in shaping grammar
o  Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box explaining how Qur’anic studies influenced
Arabic grammar, including the concept of ‘Icrab.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Qur’anic studies role in Arabic grammar Icrab OER”.

Figure 1.2 Sibawayh and his Kitab

o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram illustrating Sibawayh and the structure of his
Kitab, highlighting its main themes.”

o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
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o Suggested OER search string: “Sibawayh Kitab Arabic grammar diagram OER”.
o Table 1.2 Contributions of Al-Farahidr
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table listing Al-Farahidi’s contributions to Arabic
lexicography, phonology, and prosody.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Al-Farahidi Kitab al-Ayn contributions table OER”.
e Box 1.2 Other notable grammarians and their works
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box listing notable Arabic grammarians such as
Al-Kisa’1 and Al-Zajjaj, with their contributions.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “notable Arabic grammarians contributions OER”.
o Figure 1.3 Spread of grammatical studies across regions
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing the spread of Arabic grammar from
Basra and Kufa to Baghdad, Damascus, and Cairo.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “spread of Arabic grammar regions diagram OER”.
e Table 1.3 Influence of Arabic grammar on Islamic scholarship
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table showing how Arabic grammar influenced tafstr,
figh, and literary studies.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar influence Islamic scholarship table
OER”™.
e Box 1.3 Relevance of historical grammar to modern studies
o ( Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box explaining the relevance of historical Arabic
grammar to modern studies and comparative linguistics.”
o. Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “relevance of historical Arabic grammar modern studies

OER”.
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Series 2: Grammatical Features of Nouns and

Verbs

Part 2.1 Nouns and their grammatical features

e 2.1.1 Primary signs of declension in nouns
e 2.1.2 Secondary signs of declension in nouns

e 2.1.3 Examples of nominative and accusative nouns
Part 2.2 Verbs and their grammatical features

e 2.2.1 Verb forms and conjugation patterns
e 2.2.2 Agreement of verbs with subjects

e 2.2.3 Use of verbs in different tenses
Part 2.3 Interaction of nouns and verbs in sentences

e 2.3.1 Subject—predicate relationship
e 2.3.2 Role of nouns and verbs in sentence meaning

e 2.3.3 [llustrative examples from classical Arabic texts

Introduction

In the last Series; we explored the historical background of Arabic grammar, tracing its origins, key
scholars, and transmission across regions. Having established this foundation, we now turn our attention
to_the practical aspects of grammar, focusing on the features of nouns and verbs. These two categories
form the backbone of Arabic sentences, and a clear understanding of their grammatical behaviour is

essential for accurate analysis and expression.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to identify, explain, and apply the core grammatical

features of nouns and verbs. By the end of this Series, you should be able to recognise primary and
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secondary signs of declension, describe verb forms and their agreement with subjects, and analyse how

nouns and verbs interact to form meaningful sentences.

We shall commence this Series by examining nouns and their grammatical features, including the signs of
declension and examples of nominative and accusative forms. Next, we will move on to verbs,
considering their forms, conjugation patterns, and usage across different tenses. Finally, we will wrap up
by exploring how nouns and verbs interact within sentences, focusing on the subject—predicate

relationship and illustrating these concepts with examples from classical Arabic texts.

Series Learning Outcomes

Series 2: Core Grammatical Features of Nouns and Verbs
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

¢ SLO 2.1 define the primary signs of declension in-Arabic nouns.

e SLO 2.2 explain the secondary signs of declension in Arabic nouns with suitable examples.

¢ SLO 2.3 demonstrate the use of nominative and accusative nouns in sentences.

¢ SLO 2.4 describe the main verb forms and conjugation patterns in Arabic.

¢ SLO 2.5 analyse how verbs agree with subjects in different contexts.

e SLO 2.6 apply verb usage across different tenses to construct accurate sentences.

¢ SLO 2.7 evaluate the interaction of nouns and verbs in forming subject—predicate relationships.

¢ SLO 2.8 illustrate the role of nouns and verbs in sentence meaning using examples from classical

Arabic texts.

2.1 Nouns and Their Grammatical Features

Nouns form one of the most important categories in Arabic grammar. They are used to name
people, places, things, and abstract concepts. In Arabic, nouns are marked by specific

grammatical features that determine their role in a sentence. These features are expressed
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through signs of declension, defined as the system of endings that indicate the grammatical case

of a noun, such as nominative, accusative, or genitive.

2.1.1 Primary signs of declension in nouns

The primary signs of declension are the basic markers that show the grammatical case of a
noun. In Arabic, these are usually expressed through short vowel endings known as harakat. For

example:

e The nominative case is marked by dammah ().
e The accusative case is marked by fathah ().

e The genitive case is marked by kasrah (-).

These endings are crucial because they determine the function of the noun in a sentence. A

subject will typically be in the nominative case, while an object will be in the accusative case.

Fill in the blank: The nominative case'in Arabic nouns is marked by
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PRIMARY SIGNS OF ARABIC NOUN DECLENSION (&:52Y1): NOMINATIVE, ACCUSATIVE, GENITIVE

2. ACCUSATIVE CASE (wgsaiali) 3. GENITIVE CASE (53}%al1)

1. NOMINATIVE CASE (&93533?)
Sign: Sign: Sign:
DAMMAH (&) FATHAH (=) KASRAH (—)
N s ° )\ G N
n’ 2 , ’ : °a -~ : $7 :‘- ;fz
Judn OB OB <38 ub&]l u\_g.:..c
e : T w ~ e
(The book is useful) ) L (I read the book) ) L (The tltle of the book)
s ‘ N (- ‘ N G * R
Usage: Subject (J<&) or Predicate Usage: Direct Object (4 Jgxaz) of Usage: After a Prepoeitiqn_(}é B3>)
(A3) of a nominal sentence. | a verb. Indicates what is ‘acted || or as a Possessor (f,‘.UL ‘—9@) in an
Indicates the ‘doer’ or the ‘topic’. upon’. idafah construction. Indicates
J ) L ‘possession’ or ‘location’.

SUMMARY: These are the primary vowel markers (<:835) that change the end
of a noun to show its grammatical role in the sentence.

Figure 2.1 Primary.signs of declension in nouns

2.1.2 Secondary signs of declension in noeuns

The secondary signs of declension are alternative markers used in specific contexts, such as

with dual forms, sound masculine plurals, or certain irregular nouns. For example:

e The dual form uses alif (L) for nominative and ya’ () for accusative and genitive.

e The sound:masculine plural uses waw () for nominative and ya’ () for accusative and genitive.

These secondary signs help learners recognise patterns beyond the basic vowel endings and are

especially important when dealing with plural and dual forms.

Fillin the blank: The dual form in the nominative case is marked by

1-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



Form Case Secondary Sign | Example | Explanation
(oo 1 L)
Dual (Aid) Nominative | - JNalif + nun) Skl Dual nouns in
(&9 Ui nominative take alif as
the sign.
Accusative - CHya + nun) | ol Gyl Dual nouns in
(saic) accusative take ya as
the sign.
Genitive - CHya + nun) & e Dual nouns in genitive
(L5029 bl also take ya as the
sign.

Sound Masculine | Nominative - Swaw + & salisal/ Plural nouns in
Plural ( sSial ga> (E5579 nun) O3 glado nominative take waw
adldd) as the sign.

Accusative - ¢Hya +nun) Eia 38 Plural nouns in
(Hsaie) Crialesall accusative take ya as
the sign.
Genitive - Hya + nun) e Gralu Plural nouns in
(L5 Caluwall | genitive also take ya as

the sign.

Table 2.1 Secondary signs of declension in nouns

2:1.3 Examples of nominative and accusative nouns

To fully grasp declension, it is useful to see examples of nouns in different cases. Consider the

sentence:

o QW gla(jd’a al-talibu) — “The student came.” Here, al-talibu (the student) is in the nominative

case as the subject.
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o Gl &l y(ra aytu al-taliba) — “I saw the student.” Here, al-taliba is in the accusative case as the

object.

These examples show how endings change depending on the noun’s role in the sentence.

Fill in the blank: In the sentence ra ‘aytu al-taliba, the noun al-taliba is in the case.
Case Arabic Translation Explanation
Example

Nominative Agine Q) The student is llallis the subject in nominative, marked
(E$2l) diligent. with dammabh ().

RITENELN The book is new. «isllis nominative as the subject of the

sentence.
Il dladl The teacher is Subject noun in nominative case.
present.

Accusative Gallal) &l I saw the student. Glthllis the object in accusative, marked
(Foaial) with fathah ().

sl & g I read the book. Glisliis the direct object in accusative.

alaall &l I met the teacher. alzallis accusative as the object of the verb.

Box 2.1 Examples of nominative and accusative nouns

Pilot questions 2.1

1.' What are the primary signs of declension in Arabic nouns?
Which vowel ending marks the genitive case?
What secondary sign is used for the nominative dual form?

Give one example of a noun in the nominative case.

2.
3.
4.
=L

How does the ending of a noun change when it is used as an object?
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2.2 Verbs and Their Grammatical Features

Verbs are central to Arabic grammar because they express actions, states, or occurrences. In
Arabic, verbs are marked by specific grammatical features that determine their form, tense, and
agreement with subjects. Mastering these features is essential for constructing accurate sentences

and understanding how meaning is conveyed.

2.2.1 Verb forms and conjugation patterns

Arabic verbs are built from roots, defined as sets of three or sometimes four consonants that
carry the core meaning of a word. From these roots, different verb forms are derived to express

variations in meaning, intensity, or causation.

Conjugation refers to the process of changing the verb form to reflect tense, person, gender, and

number. For example:

o E(kataba) — “he wrote” (past tense, singular, masculine).
J C.\iiéozaktubu) — “he writes” (present tense, singular, masculine).

o éﬁié@(sayaktubu) — “he will write” (future tense, singular, masculine).

Fill in the blank: The root of the verb kataba is formed from the consonants
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Arabic Verb Derivation from Root Consonants (The Three-Letter Root System)

Pattern I: Fa'ala (.’Ji&) - Basic Action Pattern Il: Fa'ala (Uﬂ) - Intensive/Causative
- 2l - ?.s’
. L]
Kataba Kattaba - He made someone write /
L “He wrote” Y, L "He wrote intensely”

Doubled middle radical Doubled middle radical

ROOT (,45)

Pattern II; Fa'ala (355) - Intensive/Causative

&~
cus

-
Kattaba - He made someone write /

“Pattern V: Tafa'ala (Jai5) - Reflexive/Consequence |

&~
- :Su

- Core Meaning: “Writing”

oo

Takattaba - He became a writer / It was written down

He wrote intensely
9 J T \
Doubled middle radical K = = B Added prefix “it” g
Dattemlll:ﬁ'ala({jﬁlﬂ-kedpmca]/Asso,cmﬁve ( Pattern X: Istaf'ala (m‘) - Request/Seek

[J
| ,““o‘

1 :

Istaktaba - He asked someone to write / He dictated

S8

Kataba - He corresponded with / He wrote to

Doubled middle radical Added prefix “ista”

By applying fixed patterns (vowels & affixes) to the triliteral root,
numerous related verbs with specific nuances are created.

Figure 2.2 Verb forms and conjugation patterns

2.2.2 Agreement of verbs with subjects

In Arabic, verbs must agree with their subjects in person, gender, and number.

e Person refers to whether the subject is first, second, or third person.
¢ Gender distinguishes between masculine and feminine subjects.

e Number indicates whether the subject is singular, dual, or plural.
For example:

o . &8(katabtu) — “T wrote” (first person singular).
o | Wi(katabna) — “we wrote” (first person plural).

o &X(katabat) — “she wrote” (third person singular feminine).

Fill in the blank: The verb katabat shows agreement with a subject that is person,

singular, and feminine.
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Person | Gender Number | Arabic Translation | Explanation
Example
Ist Masculine/Feminine | Singular s/ I write Verb agrees with
Person speaker (L.
Masculine/Feminine | Plural i€ We write Verb agrees with
group of speakers
(.
2nd Masculine Singular sy You (m) Verb agrees with
Person write (Eol) blia
Feminine Singular ST You (f) write | Feminine ending - ¥
marks agreement.
Masculine Plural ny You (m. pl.) Plural ending - &
write marks masculine
plural.
Feminine Plural Y You (f. pl.) Plural ending - &
write marks feminine
plural.
3rd Masculine Singular i He writes Verb agrees with .
Person
Feminine Singular iy She writes | Verb agrees with 2.
Masculine Plural S They (m) Plural ending - &
write marks masculine
plural.
Feminine Plural RIS They (f) write | Plural ending - &
marks feminine
plural.

-

Table 2.2 Agreement of verbs with subjects
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2.2.3 Use of verbs in different tenses

Arabic verbs are used to express three main tenses: past, present, and future.

e The past tense (perfect) describes completed actions.

o The present tense (imperfect) describes ongoing or habitual actions.

e The future tense is formed by adding particles such as sa- or sawfa before the present tense verb.

For example:

e (w)X(darasa) — “he studied” (past).

o (ON(yadrusu) — “he studies” (present).

o OwiNu(sayadrusu) — “he will study” (future).

Fill in the blank: The particle sa- is used to form the

tense.in-Arabic.

Tense Arabic Translation Explanation
Example
Past (<L) L)) i The student wrote the Past tense verb <Sndicates
UL 1 letter. completed action.

Present Qb LSy The student writes / is Present tense verb «iSshows
(ESadd) ULl writing the letter. ongoing or habitual action.
Future Gl i The student will write the | Prefix —or particle «is«marks
(Sudiual) ULl letter. future tense.

Pilot.questions 2.2

Box 2.2 Use of verbs in different tenses

1. What is meant by the root of an Arabic verb?

2. Give one example of a verb in the past tense.

3. How does the verb katabat agree with its subject?
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4. Which particle is used to form the future tense in Arabic?

5. Explain the difference between the past and present tense in Arabic verbs.

2.3 Interaction of Nouns and Verbs in Sentences

Nouns and verbs are the two pillars of Arabic grammar. When combined, they form sentences
that convey complete meaning. Understanding how nouns and verbs interact is essential for
identifying subjects, predicates, and the overall structure of Arabic sentences. This Part will
guide you through the subject—predicate relationship, the role of nouns and verbs in sentence

meaning, and examples drawn from classical Arabic texts.

2.3.1 Subject—predicate relationship

In Arabic, the subject is the noun that performs the action, while the predicate is the verb or
phrase that describes what the subject does. This relationship is central to sentence construction.

For example:

o &l gla(ja’a al-talibu) — “The student came.” Here, al-talibu is the subject, and ja’a is the
predicate.
o Alu ) dakild &S(katabat Fatimatu al-risalah) — “Fatimah wrote the letter.” Here, Fatimatu is the

subject; and katabat is the predicate.

Fill in the blank: In the sentence ja a al-talibu, the noun al-talibu functions as the
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1

SUBJECT-PREDICATE RELATIONSHIPS IN ARABIC SENTENCES (Jel&ilg Jaall / %313

138241 :4g5a01 dlasdl) ]

I

[ TWO MAIN SENTENCE TYPES

[ 1. NOMINATIVE SENTENCE (a9l 41241) - Starts with a Noun ] [ 2. VERBAL SENTENCE (&laa)) 4154J1) - Starts with a Verb

]

[ SUBJECT (138:4)1) | PREDICATE (&) J [ VERB (1) SUBJECT/DOER (JJe\all)

)

- The Topic Information about the Topic - The Action — The Performer of the Action
| |
v v
( EXAMPLE (JEs): ) d EXAMPLE (J)Gs): )
Y Zo03 J @ 21 52 =
J‘e-‘*’/ =R - ’UQJ‘ - ’Lb.]‘ L)'UJ.J
SIS (al-talibu) > SUBJECT (§sb3s 153) 343 (darasa) = VERB (bl {J33)
[ 3834 (mujtahidun) > PREDICATE (25835 %5) [ I (al-talibu) > SUBJECT (35835 JeB) )
( Relationship: The predicate tells us something about ) ( Relationship: The subject performs the action denoted )
the subject. Both are Nominative (Marfa’) by the verb. The Subject is Nominative (Marfa’).

J

SUMMARY: The core relationship is between the Topic & its Informatiuon (ngminal) ORon
the Action & its Doer (Verbal), forming a complete thought (53.24 dla2).

Figure 2.3 Subject—predicate relationship in Arabic sentences

2.3.2 Role of nouns and verbs in.sentence,meaning

The interaction of nouns and verbs determines the meaning of a sentence. The noun provides the
actor or entity, while the verb provides the action or state. Together, they form a complete

thought.
For example:

o _Ja Blu(safara al-rajulu) — “The man travelled.”
o gl Jak) ‘iﬁa(yaqra ‘u al-tiflu al-kitaba) — “The child reads the book.”

In both cases, the noun identifies who is involved, while the verb specifies what is happening.

Fill in'the blank: In the sentence yaqgra 'u al-tiflu al-kitaba, the verb yaqra’u expresses the

performed by the child.
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Arabic Translation Noun Role Verb Role
Sentence
Qb i | The student wrote | «bl= subject (Jely, Jusll = past tense verb
o the lesson. = object (4 Js2i9 (ale 29
LI ] i The child reads the Sbl= subject, <<= L~ present tense verb
s book. object (& lae 29
Alead g s The teacher will Aleddl= subject, Autal= = future tense verb
L el visit the school. object (st & Lo e
—/ i sl
e da il Guls | The man sat on the = subject, = Juda= past tense verb
ALY chair. object of preposition ( Al
53
o) i€ The girl wrote the Gid= subject, Ul J= &= past tense verb
UL ) letter. object (with feminine ending)

Table 2.3 Role of nouns and verbs in sentence meaning

2.3.3 Illustrative examples from classical Arabic texts

Classical Arabic texts provide rich examples of how nouns and verbs interact. These texts often

demonstrate the elegance and precision of Arabic grammar. For instance:

o i A 0&gala Allahu ta‘ald) — “Allah, the Exalted, said.”

o [ il W Fai(nasara Allahu al-mu 'minin) — “Allah helped the believers.”

Such examples show how the subject (noun) and predicate (verb) work together to convey

profound meanings.

Fill'in the blank: In the phrase nasara Allahu al-mu’minin, the noun Allahu is the

verb nasara.

-
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Classical Arabic Example | Translation Subject ( Jiad) | Predicate (w3)
s e/ Knowledge is light. | Ald(knowledge) J{light)
EA glda juall Patience is the ke Jwalpatience) | g cldakey to relief)
y to relief.
(e lisl/ The book is a friend. «Lilfbook) (ra(friend)
&y Gl Truth is clear. GJ(truth) &l yclear)
Clucalls Ed gl Time is like a sword. Ed gl(time) iwillS(ike a sword)

Box 2.3 Illustrative examples from classical Arabic texts

Pilot questions 2.3

1. What is the role of the subject in an Arabic sentence?
Give one example of a subject—predicate relationship.
How do nouns and verbs interact to form meaning in a sentence?

In the sentence safara al-rajulu, what role does al-rajulu play?

A

Provide one example from classical Arabic that shows the interaction of nouns and verbs.

Series Summary

This Series has focused on the grammatical features of nouns and verbs, building on the
historical foundations introduced earlier. Its purpose has been to help you recognise how these
two categories function as the backbone of Arabic sentences, equipping you with the skills to

identify, explain, and apply their grammatical features in practice.

We began by examining nouns, looking at their primary and secondary signs of declension and
seeing examples of nominative and accusative forms. We then moved on to verbs, exploring
their forms, conjugation patterns, agreement with subjects, and use across different tenses.
Finally, we considered how nouns and verbs interact within sentences, focusing on the subject—

predicate relationship and drawing examples from classical Arabic texts. By completing this
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Series, you should now be able to define and explain declension signs, demonstrate verb usage,
analyse agreement between verbs and subjects, and evaluate how nouns and verbs combine to

form meaningful sentences, in line with the Series Learning Outcomes.

Glossary of Terms

e Accusative case: A grammatical case in Arabic that marks the noun as the object of a verb,
usually indicated by the short vowel fathah ().

e Declension: The system of endings added to Arabic nouns to show their grammatical role in a
sentence, such as subject, object, or possession.

e Dual form: A special noun or verb form in Arabic used to indicate exactly two of something,
marked by endings such as alif (L) or ya’ ().

¢ Genitive case: A grammatical case in Arabic that marks the noun as showing possession or
relation, usually indicated by the short vowel kasrah (-).

e Harakat: Short vowel signs in Arabic script that mark pronunciation and grammatical case,
including dammah (%), fathah (<), and kasrah (-).

¢ Nominative case: A grammatical case in Arabic that marks the noun as the subject of a verb,
usually indicated by the short vowel dammah (2).

¢ Predicate: The part of a sentence that describes what the subject does or is, often expressed by a
verb in Arabic.

¢ Root: The basic set of three (sometimes four) consonants in Arabic from which words, especially
verbs, are-derived to carry core meaning.

¢ Secondary signs of declension: Alternative markers used in Arabic grammar for specific forms
such as duals and sound masculine plurals, often involving alif, waw, or ya’.

e . Subject: The noun in a sentence that performs the action of the verb or is described by the
predicate.

e Tense: The grammatical feature of verbs that indicates the time of the action, such as past,
present, or future.

¢ Verb conjugation: The process of changing the form of an Arabic verb to show tense, person,

gender, and number.
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Concept Check Questions [Series 2]

Objective Questions

1. Define declension in Arabic nouns. (Linked to SLO 2.1)

Identify the vowel ending that marks the genitive case in Arabic nouns. (Linked to SLO 2.2)
State the secondary sign used for the nominative dual form. (Linked to SLO 2.2)

Name the three consonants that form the root of the verb kataba. (Linked to SLO 2.4)

A

Which particle is used to form the future tense in Arabic? (Linked to SLO 2.6)

Short-Answer Questions

6. Explain the difference between the nominative and accusative cases in nouns. (Linked to SLO 2.3)

7. Describe how verbs agree with subjects in terms of person, gender, and number. (Linked to SLO 2.5)
8. Demonstrate with an example how a verb changes from past to present tense. (Linked to SLO 2.6)

9. Analyse the subject—predicate relationship in the sentence ja 'a al-talibu.(Linked to SLO 2.7)

10. Hlustrate with one example from classical Arabic how nouns and verbs interact to form meaning.

(Linked to SLO 2.8)

Long-Answer Questions

11. Analyse the primary and secondary signs of declension in Arabic nouns, explaining their importance
in sentence construction. (Linked-to. SLO 2.1, SLO 2.2)

12. Evaluate how verb conjugation patterns and subject agreement contribute to clarity in Arabic
sentences. (Linked to SLO 2.4, SLO 2.5)

13. Assess the interaction of nouns and verbs in forming subject—predicate relationships, using examples

to support your‘explanation. (Linked to SLO 2.7, SLO 2.8)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2]

Objective Questions

1. Declension is the system of endings added to Arabic nouns to show their grammatical role in a

sentence.
2. Kasrah (-).
3. Alif (2.
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4. K-T-B.
5. Sa- (=).

Short-Answer Questions

6. The nominative case marks the subject of a verb, usually with dammah (%), while the accusative case
marks the object, usually with fathah (-).

7. Verbs agree with subjects by changing form to reflect person (first, second, third), gender (masculine or
feminine), and number (singular, dual, plural).

8. Example: kataba (“he wrote”) in past tense changes to yaktubu (“he writes”) in-present tense.

9. In ja’a al-talibu, al-talibu is the subject in the nominative case, and ja’a is the predicate verb.

10. Example: gala Allahu ta‘ala — “Allah, the Exalted, said.” Here, Allahu is the subject and qala is the

predicate.

Long-Answer Questions

11. Basic response: Primary signs of declension are short vowels (dammabh, fathah, kasrah), while
secondary signs include endings like a/if and ya’. They are important because they indicate
whether a noun is a subject, object, or shows possession.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that these signs also help distinguish
singular, dual, and plural forms, and ensure consistency in Qur’anic recitation and literary
expression.

12. Basic response: Verb conjugation patterns show tense, while agreement ensures verbs match
subjects in person, gender, and number. This prevents ambiguity in sentences.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may explain that conjugation patterns also reflect
subtle nuances in meaning, such as causation or intensity, and agreement rules help maintain
clarity in.complex sentences across classical and modern Arabic.

13. Basic response: Nouns provide the actor, while verbs provide the action, forming subject—
predicate relationships. For example, safara al-rajulu — “The man travelled.”

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by showing how classical texts use
these relationships to convey theological or literary depth, and how analysing them helps modern

learners appreciate the precision of Arabic grammar.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2]

Part 2.1 Nouns and their grammatical features

e Dammabh ().
e Kasrah ().
o Alif(L).

o Al-talibu (the student).
e The ending changes to fathah (<) when used as an object.

Part 2.2 Verbs and their grammatical features

o K-T-B.

e Kataba — “he wrote.”

e Third person, singular, feminine.

e The particle sa- ().

e The past tense describes completed actions, while the present tense describes ongoing or habitual

actions.

Part 2.3 Interaction of nouns and verbs in sentences

e The subject performs the action of the verb.

o Example: ja’a al-talibu — “The student came.”

¢ Nouns provide the actor, verbs provide the action, together forming complete meaning.
e In safara al-rajulu, al-rajulu is the subject.

o Example: gala Allahu ta‘ala — “Allah, the Exalted, said.”

References and Attributions [Series 2]
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Illustrations

Figure 2.1 Primary signs of declension in nouns
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing the primary signs of declension in
Arabic nouns: nominative (dammah), accusative (fathah), genitive (kasrah).”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar primary signs of declension diagram

OER”.

Table 2.1 Secondary signs of declension in nouns
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table showing secondary signs of declension in Arabic
nouns, including dual and sound masculine plural forms.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar secondary signs of declension table

OER”.

Box 2.1 Examples of nominative and accusative nouns
o ' Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box showing examples of Arabic nouns in
nominative and accusative cases, with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar nominative accusative noun examples

OER”.

Figure 2.2 Verb forms and conjugation patterns
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing how Arabic verbs are derived from
three root consonants, with examples.”

o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
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o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic verb forms conjugation root consonants diagram
OER”.
o Table 2.2 Agreement of verbs with subjects
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table showing examples of Arabic verb agreement with
subjects in person, gender, and number.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic verb agreement subject person gender number
table OER”.
e Box 2.2 Use of verbs in different tenses
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box showing examples of Arabic verbs in past,
present, and future tenses, with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar verb tenses past present future examples
OER”.
e Figure 2.3 Subject—predicate relationship in Arabic sentences
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing subject—predicate relationships in
Arabic sentences, with examples in Arabic script.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar subject predicate relationship diagram
OER”.
e Table 2.3 Role of nouns and verbs in sentence meaning
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table showing examples of Arabic sentences with nouns
and verbs, highlighting their roles.”
o /Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o ' Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar role of nouns and verbs in sentence
meaning table OER”.
o Box 2.3 lllustrative examples from classical Arabic texts
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box showing examples of subject—predicate
relationships from classical Arabic texts, with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar subject predicate examples classical

texts OER”.
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Series 3: Primary and Secondary Signs of

Declension (Calamat al-‘Icrab)

Part 3.1 Primary signs of declension

e 3.1.1 Definition and role of primary signs
e 3.1.2 Nominative case markers
e 3.1.3 Accusative case markers

e 3.1.4 Genitive case markers
Part 3.2 Secondary signs of declension

e 3.2.1 Definition and role of secondary signs
e 3.2.2 Dual forms and their markers
e 3.2.3 Sound masculine plural markers

e 3.2.4 Other irregular forms
Part 3.3 Application of declension signs in sentences

e 3.3.1 Subject and object identification using declension
e 3.3.2 Declensionin possessive and descriptive structures

e 3.3.3 Examples from Qur’anic and classical Arabic texts

Introduction

In_the last Series, we examined the grammatical features of nouns and verbs, focusing on how they
function individually and interact within sentences. Building on that foundation, we now turn to the
specific signs that mark their grammatical roles. These signs of declension, known in Arabic as Calamat
al-‘Icrab, are essential for understanding sentence structure and meaning. Without them, it would be

difficult to distinguish subjects from objects or to interpret relationships between words accurately.
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The aim of this Series is to introduce you to both the primary and secondary signs of declension and to
equip you with the ability to recognise, explain, and apply them in the analysis of Arabic sentences. By
mastering these signs, you will gain confidence in identifying grammatical cases and applying them

correctly in reading and writing.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the primary signs of declension, beginning with their
definition and role, and then examining the markers for nominative, accusative, and genitive cases. Next,
we will move on to the secondary signs of declension, considering their use in dual forms, sound
masculine plurals, and other irregular patterns. Finally, we will wrap up by applying both primary and
secondary signs in sentences, focusing on how they help identify subjects, objects, and possessive

structures, with examples drawn from Qur’anic and classical Arabic texts.

Series Learning Outcomes

Series 3: Primary and Secondary Signs of Declension (Calamat al-‘Icrab)
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 3.1 define the concept of primary signs of declension in Arabic grammar.

¢ SLO 3.2 explain the role of nominative case markers in identifying subjects.

¢ SLO 3.3 describe the function of accusative case markers in marking objects.

¢ SLO 3.4 demonstrate how genitive case markers indicate possession or relation.

¢ SLO 3.5 define secondary signs of declension and their grammatical role.

¢ SLO 3.6 illustrate the use of dual forms with appropriate declension markers.

¢ | SLO 3.7 apply sound masculine plural markers in sentence construction.

e SLO 3.8 analyse irregular declension patterns in selected nouns.

e SLO 3.9 evaluate how declension signs help identify subjects and objects in sentences.

e SLO 3.10 demonstrate the application of declension signs in possessive and descriptive
structures.

e SLO 3.11 illustrate the use of declension signs with examples from Qur’anic and classical Arabic

texts.
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3.1 Primary Signs of Declension

Declension is one of the most important features of Arabic grammar. It refers to the system of
endings attached to nouns and adjectives to indicate their grammatical role in a sentence. The
primary signs of declension are the basic vowel markers that show whether a word is
functioning as a subject, object, or part of a possessive structure. These signs are expressed
through short vowels known as harakat, which are placed above or below the final letter of a

noun.

3.1.1 Definition and role of primary signs

The primary signs of declension are the standard markers used to identify the three main
grammatical cases: nominative, accusative; and genitive. They are essential because they prevent
ambiguity in sentences and allow readers to know exactly how each noun functions. Without

these signs, it would be difficult to distinguish between subjects, objects, and possessive forms.

Fill in the blank: The primary signs of declension are expressed through short vowels called
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PRIMARY ARABIC DECLENSION SIGNS (f_,{.,iﬁl C_al;igl): NOMINATIVE, ACCUSATIVE, & GENITIVE

1. NOMINATIVE CASE (&,935310\ " 2. ACCUSATIVE CASE (u.ayv’aiai')\ @

© & )
o - S

- 3. GENITIVE CASE (1333a}1) W

Sign: Dammah (&) - (33.2)1) Sign: Fathah (=) - (a=al) Sign: Kasrah () - (s75)
Co S0 Q.0
23S 2 ESYN GsJy
O BSJ) S S
al-kitabu - “The book” al-kitaba - “The book” al-kitabi - “Of the book”
Q (Subject) (Object) ( (Possessor)
Used for Subjects (J=B)

Used after Prepositions’(;,«.il Cagss)

Used for Direct Objects (4 Jg*is) & for Possession (Bi5)
- e

P & A

These primary signs indicate the grammatical function of a noun in an Arabic sentence.

& Predicates (1)
b

Figure 3.1 Primary signs of declension in Arabic nouns

3.1.2 Nominative case markers

The nominative case is used when a noun functions as the subject of a verb or the predicate of a

nominal sentence. It is marked by dammah () placed above the final letter. For example:

o igiaa QW a/-talibu mujtahidun) — “The student is hardworking.”

Here, al-talibu is.in the nominative case as the subject.

Fill in the blank: The nominative case is marked by the short vowel

Arabic Noun (£424)) | Translation | Role in Sentence Example Sentence

Caldal) The student | Subject (1xis / Jeld) | 3gise Il — The student is diligent.
N The book Subject Yaa QSN — The book is new.

Aladll The teacher | Subject Jpala dlaall — The teacher is present.
Gl The truth Subject &l s 3all — The truth is clear.

<) Time Subject {pai & 6l — Time is precious.

Box 3.1 Examples of nominative case markers
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3.1.3 Accusative case markers

The accusative case is used when a noun functions as the direct object of a verb. It is marked by

fathah (<) placed above the final letter. For example:

o Gl &l y(ra aytu al-taliba) — “1 saw the student.”

Here, al-taliba is in the accusative case as the object.

Fill in the blank: The accusative case is marked by the short vowel

Arabic Noun Translation | Role in Sentence Example Sentence

(cpaid)
L) The student | Direct object ((dszsis | llbllEul ) — [ saw the student.

)
i/ The book Direct object LS Ef 4§ — | read the book.
Aleadl The teacher Direct object Aleal) ELE—s [ met the teacher.
UL I The letter Direct object ULu ) EuiS s [ wrote the letter.
bl The road Object of verb &bl &Sl | followed the
road.

3.1.4 Genitive case markers

Table 3.1 Examples of accusative case markers

The genitive case is used when a noun shows possession or follows a preposition. It is marked

by kasrah (-) placed below the final letter. For example:

o Wl QUS(kitdbu al-talibi) — “The student’s book.”

Here, al-talibi is in the genitive case, showing possession.

Fill in the blank: The genitive case is marked by the short vowel
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EXAMPLES OF ARABIC NOUNS IN GENITIVE CASE ()3_’,:}23!) WITH TRANSLATIONS

EXAMPLE (Jte) GENITIVE NOUN (59351 a31) TRANSLATION (425501)
o
-] (-]
o_ - . - .
C_'A;L;J‘ 2 —s= “—r‘.’."ﬁ‘-” in the house
= [ Preceded by Preposition (33 <335) ]
— @
JUI SES —1— “;"ILbJ‘ the student’s book
- [ Possessor in Idafa (4] c3La3) ]
2331 345 33U1
w).k]\ S — L after the lesson
o [ After Adverb of Time/Place (335) ]

SUMMARY: Nouns in the Genitive Case (Majruar) typically end with a Kasrah (—) and
follow a preposition, another noun in a possessive construction, or certain adverbs.

Figure 3.2 Genitive case markers in Arabic nouns

Pilot questions 3.1

1. What are the primary signs of declension in Arabic grammar?
Which short vowel marks the nominative case?
Which short vowel marks the acecusative case?

Which short vowel marks the genitive case?

AR I S

Give one example of a noun in the nominative case.

3.2 Secondary Signs of Declension

While the primary signs 'of declension are expressed through short vowels, Arabic grammar also
makes use of secondary signs of declension, which are alternative markers applied in specific
contexts. These signs are particularly important when dealing with dual forms, sound masculine
plurals, and certain irregular nouns. They ensure that declension rules remain consistent even

when words take on more complex forms.
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3.2.1 Definition and role of secondary signs

The secondary signs of declension are endings other than the short vowels that mark
grammatical cases. They are used when nouns or verbs appear in dual or plural forms, or when
irregular patterns occur. For example, instead of a simple vowel ending, the nominative case in

dual nouns is marked by alif (L), while the accusative and genitive cases are marked by ya’ ().
Fill in the blank: The nominative case in dual nouns is marked by the letter

ARABIC DECLENSION SIGNS: PRIMARY vs. SECONDARY

e v om0 55 0z 2 > e
PRIMARY SIGNS (35L551 Sedlail) SECONDARY SIGNS (&< 31 &aMall)
[ Vowel Markers (<&551) ] [ Letter Markers (39321 ]
( NOMINATIVE | ACCUSATIVE W ( GENITIVE NOMINATIVE ACCUSATIVE | GENITIVE
(2s31) (—~=d) G=" (3 (i) G=)
® ° > *9 oo
Dammah (a2.2)1) - ()| | Fathah (da3a)) - () Kasrah (55801) - () waw (313)1) - (2) Alif (Ca381) - (1) va' (261) - (&)
s 1237 P %7 < o ke = o
OGS GBS B O 9kl 2051 Sredidll
al-kitabu al-kitaba El-kitég al-muslimina abaka al-muslimina
J J = ® 2
Used for Singular Nouns & Broken Plurals. Used for Dual, Sound Masculine Plural, & The Five Names.
SUMMARY:
Primary signs change the vowel on the last letter, while
Secondary signs change the letter itself to indicate grammatical case.

Figure 3.3 Primary versus secondary declension signs

3.2.2 Dual forms and their markers

The dual form in Arabic is used to indicate exactly two of something. It is marked by alif (L) in

the nominative case and ya’ () in the accusative and genitive cases. For example:

o Wl s\a(jd a al-talibani) — “The two students came.” (nominative)

o - ol &l y(ra aytu al-talibayni) — “1 saw the two students.” (accusative)

Fill in the blank: In the accusative case, the dual form is marked by the letter
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Case Marker Example Translation Explanation
(Ladad) (Arabic)

Nominative IHalif + bl The two students | Dual nouns in nominative
(X nun) Ol are diligent. take alif as the marker.

Accusative C(ya + Crallhll Euf 1 saw the two Dual nouns in accusative
(csaid) nun) Students. take ya as the marker.
Genitive Cya + | GilLlL & e | ] passed by the | Dual nouns in genitive also
(Lssaad) nun) two students. takeya as the marker.

Table 3.2 Dual forms and their declension markers

3.2.3 Sound masculine plural markers

The sound masculine plural refers to nouns that take a regular plural ending. In the nominative

case, it is marked by waw (), while in the accusative and genitive cases, it is marked by ya’

(). For example:

o (9 (salral\(al-mu ‘allimiina mujtahiditng) — “The teachers are hardworking.” (nominative)

o Cpalal) &l y(ra aytu al-mu ‘alliming) = “1 saw the teachers.” (accusative)

Fill in the blank: The sound masculine plural in the nominative case is marked by the letter

Case Marker Arabic Translation Explanation
(Ladla) Example
Nominative Ss{(waw O salesall The Muslims are | In nominative, the ending
(Es8)) + nun) Cisisleia cooperative. Csmarks the plural subject.
ds Crsaleall The teachers are | Subject noun in nominative
Jmala present. case.

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



Accusative SHya + Lo 38 1 honored the In accusative, the ending
(cyaid) nun) Crialall Muslims. Semarks the plural object.
e Craleall Gl | [ met the teachers. | Object noun in accusative

case.

Box 3.2 Sound masculine plural markers

3.2.4 Other irregular forms

Some nouns follow irregular declension patterns, where endings differ from the standard

example:

slawl(asma 'u) — “names” (irregular plaral in nominative).

slaul(asma’a) — “names” (irregular plural in accusative).

primary or secondary signs. These include certain broken plurals and specific lexical items. For

These irregular forms must be memorised, as they do not always follow predictable rules.

Fill in the blank: Broken plurals often require learners to
individually.

their declension patterns

IRREGULAR ARABIC NOUN DECLENSION: BROKEN PLURALS (Jyg'g'ai." &s3)
SINGULAR NOUN \

| = ety

(kitab) - Book

Internal Change

G

8B o

(qadin) - Judge

(Pattern: ;’J.i; - fu’ul)

Internal Change

(Pattern: Risd - fu’alah)

[

TRANSFORMATION BROKEN PLURAL e e

(532301 - Mufrad) (2951 - Tahwil) (&5 - Jam’) DECLENSION (1321 - Al-I'rab)
Irregular Patterns (55U bl3f)
a 4 3 : P T
= s = Nom. (ad3)1): AcC. (cmai): **Gen. (53):

"i - o Internal Fhange w a=>Llax e et e
orm = (Pattern: Jelas - mafa’il) % (Dammah)
(masjid) - Mosque (masajidu) - Mosques

(Fathah) @ y

Diptote: Genitive takes Fathah instead of Kasrah, no Tanwin

29 ;’;s’

(kutubun) - Books

Acc. (cwad):
|:’“"§

(Fathah Tanwin)

Nom. (a331): Gen. (3=J1):
> 5
CES <SS
(Dammah Tanwin) (Kasrah Tanwin)
dard Signs

Triptote: Fully Declined, Stan

E
S8 Bzl

(qudatun) - Judges

Acc. (ma):
Zy 3 2
o

No‘-ren.séajﬂ): Gen. G ]
I BLaS

(Kasrah Tanwin)

(Dammah Tanwin)) | (Fathah Tanwin)

A

like a feminine singular noun, ending
in T3’ Marbitah, fully declined

SUMMARY: Broken plurals change the internal structure of the singular noun, and their declension can be either Triptote (fully
declined) or Diptote (partially declined, with Genitive taking Fathah), requiring specific pattern knowledge.

Figure 3.4 Irregular declension patterns in Arabic nouns
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Pilot questions 3.2

1. What are secondary signs of declension?
Which marker is used for the nominative case in dual nouns?
Which marker is used for the accusative case in sound masculine plurals?

Give one example of a noun in the dual form.

woRe W

Why must irregular declension patterns often be memorised?

3.3 Application of Declension Signs in Sentences

Declension signs are not merely theoretical markers; they play a practical role in shaping
meaning within Arabic sentences. By applying both primary signs of declension (short vowels)
and secondary signs of declension (letters such as alif, waw, and ya’), learners can accurately
identify subjects, objects, and possessive structures. This Part will guide you through their
application in sentences, showing how declension clarifies grammatical relationships and

prevents ambiguity.
3.3.1 Subject and object identification using declension

In Arabic, the subject is usually marked by the nominative case, while the object is marked by

the accusative case, Declension signs make this distinction clear. For example:

o Wl gla(ja’a al-talibu) — “The student came.” Here, al-talibu is the subject in the nominative
case.
o | Q& y(ra’aytu al-taliba) — 1 saw the student.” Here, al-tiliba is the object in the accusative

case.

Fill in the blank: In the sentence ra ‘aytu al-taliba, the noun al-taliba is marked by the

casc.
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SUBJECT & OBIJECT IDENTIFICATION IN ARABIC SENTENCES:
USING DECLENSION SIGNS (gbﬁ}" Sladle L 0_915.3."5 Jelall)
SUBJECT (Jl) - The Doer (g953%) OBJECT (& Jsihall) - The Receiver (wgsais)
NOMINATIVE SIGN (33! FRNES) ACCUSATIVE SIGN (il d252)
S
A \
u‘.’lgj‘u.! ‘U*')"} ;,JUaJ\ (.)"J'B
[ Subject (Nom.): Identified by Dammah ] Object (Acc.): Identified by Fathah ]
These final vowel signs define the
_>grammatical role, not the word order.<:
I

Figure 3.5 Subject and object identification with declension signs

3.3.2 Declension in possessive and descriptivestructures

Declension also plays a key role in possessive structures (known as idafah) and descriptive
structures (adjectives agreeing with nouns). In possessive structures, the possessed noun is in

the nominative case, while the possessor is in the genitive case. For example:
o Wl QUS(kitdbu al-talibi) — “The student’s book.”

In descriptive structures, adjectives must agree with the nouns they describe in case, gender, and

number. For example:
o [ gl QMN(aistalibu al-mujtahidu) — “The hardworking student.”

Fill in the blank: In the phrase kitabu al-talibi, the noun al-talibi is in the case.

-

R
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Structure Arabic Translation Declension Explanation

Type Example Marker
Possessive L) LES | The student’s «liSnominative), | First noun is marked by
(LiLay) book bl genitive) its role; second noun

always genitive.

pleadl 216 The teacher’s Alaccusative), First noun is object;

pen alead(genitive) second noun remains

genitive.

cid/dpis | The girl’s bag Luds(genitive), Both nouns in genitive

<l genitive) when preceded by a
preposition.
Descriptive L) The diligent Both &4 rawith Adjective agrees in
(“arial g call) deiaad/ student dammah (9 case, gender, number,
and definiteness.
ClLLl) Euf 1 saw the Both «s<aiayith Adjective follows the
Seiad/ diligent student Sfathah (9 noun in case and form.
iy s I passed by the | Both usswith Adjective mirrors
Ll diligent student kasrah (9 noun’s genitive case
el after preposition.

Table 3.3 Declension in possessive and descriptive structures

3.3.3 Examples, from Qur’anic and classical Arabic texts

Classical Arabic texts, especially the Qur’an, provide rich examples of declension in action.
These examples demonstrate how declension signs clarify meaning and ensure accurate

interpretation. For instance:

o Oulalall W pai(nasara Allahu al-mu minin) — “Allah helped the believers.” Here, Allahu is the

subject in the nominative case, and al-mu’minin is the object in the accusative case.
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o A& J&gala Allahu ta ‘ala) — “Allah, the Exalted, said.” Here, Allahu is the subject in the

nominative case.

Fill in the blank: In the sentence nasara Allahu al-mu ’'minin, the noun al-mu’minin is in the

case.

Arabic Sentence Translation Declension Sign Grammatical Role

A iy L) Only those who fear A= fathah (2), #lalali= A= object (<« saia), slalali=

slalal((Qur’an Allah are the scholars. | dammah (%) subject (& s4_-)

35:28)

<iglacdl 4 389 | And Allah created the &= dammah, <lglaudi="| L= subject, aL¥)/ &l slandl=

caNy heavens and the earth. | kasrah (-), sa¥= objects

fathah

G532 Y (83da QUSY | The book is a friend Osis / v/ GUSl=3]] | Nominal sentence: subject

who does not betray. with dammah and predicate both in
nominative

Span alll &yl I saw the moon Suaa / jalll= fathah J4lll= object, Swea= object of

beautiful. state (J=)

oS8l el &) e | [ passed by the grand o8l / daall= kasrah Genitive case after

mosque. preposition (< + s aul)

Box 3.3 Examples of declension signs in Qur’anic and classical Arabic texts

Pilot questions,3.3

1. How do declension signs help identify subjects and objects in Arabic sentences?

2.
3.
4.
5.

In the phrase kitabu al-talibi, which case is used for al-talibi?
Why must adjectives agree with nouns in case, gender, and number?
Give one example from the Qur’an where declension clarifies meaning.

What case marks the object in the sentence nasara Allahu al-mu’minin?
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Series Summary

This Series has focused on the primary and secondary signs of declension (Calamat al- ‘Icrab),
which are central to understanding how Arabic nouns function within sentences. Its purpose has
been to equip you with the ability to recognise, explain, and apply these signs so that youcan

accurately identify grammatical cases and interpret sentence meaning with confidence.

We began by examining the primary signs of declension, looking at how short vowels mark the
nominative, accusative, and genitive cases. We then moved on to secondary signs, exploring
their role in dual forms, sound masculine plurals, and irregular patterns. Finally, we applied these
signs in sentences, considering their use in subject—object identification, possessive and
descriptive structures, and examples from Qur’anic and classical Arabic texts. By completing
this Series, you should now be able to define and describe declension markers, demonstrate their
application in different contexts, analyse irregular forms, and evaluate how they clarify meaning

in sentences, in line with the Series Learning Outcomes.

Glossary of Terms

e Accusative case: A grammatical case in Arabic that marks the noun as the direct object of a verb,
usually indicated by the short vowel fathah ().

e Adjective agreement: The rule in Arabic grammar that requires adjectives to match the nouns
they describe in case, gender, and number.

e Alif: A secondary declension marker used in the nominative case of dual nouns.

¢ Declension: The system of endings added to Arabic nouns and adjectives to show their
grammatical role in a sentence, such as subject, object, or possession.

e Dual form: A special noun form in Arabic used to indicate exactly two of something, marked by
endings such as alif (L) or ya’ ().

¢ | Genitive case: A grammatical case in Arabic that marks the noun as showing possession or
relation, usually indicated by the short vowel kasrah (-).

o Harakat: Short vowel signs in Arabic script that mark pronunciation and grammatical case,

including dammah (%), fathah (<), and kasrah ().
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o Irregular declension: Patterns of declension that do not follow the standard rules, often found in
broken plurals or specific lexical items.

e Kasrah: A primary declension marker, represented by a short diagonal stroke below a letter (-),
used for the genitive case.

o Nominative case: A grammatical case in Arabic that marks the noun as the subject of a verb or
the predicate of a nominal sentence, usually indicated by the short vowel dammah (2).

e Object: The noun in a sentence that receives the action of the verb, typically marked by the
accusative case.

o Possessive structure (idafah): A grammatical construction in Arabic where one noun possesses
another, with the possessor marked in the genitive case.

¢ Predicate: The part of a sentence that describes what the subject does or is, often expressed by a
verb or descriptive phrase.

¢ Secondary signs of declension: Alternative markers used in Afabic grammar for specific forms
such as duals and sound masculine plurals, often involving alif, waw, or ya’.

e Sound masculine plural: A regular plural formin Arabic for masculine nouns, marked by waw
(») in the nominative case and ya " () in the accusative and genitive cases.

e Subject: The noun in a sentence that performs the action of the verb or is described by the
predicate.

e Waw: A secondary declension marker used in the nominative case of sound masculine plural
nouns.

e Ya’: A secondary declension marker used in the accusative and genitive cases of dual and sound

masculine plural nouns.
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Concept Check Questions [Series 3]

Objective Questions

1. Define declension in Arabic grammar. (Linked to SLO 3.1)

Identify the short vowel that marks the nominative case. (Linked to SLO 3.2)
State the short vowel used for the accusative case. (Linked to SLO 3.3)
Name the short vowel that marks the genitive case. (Linked to SLO 3.4)
Which letter marks the nominative case in dual nouns? (Linked to SLO 3.6)

AN O i

Which letter marks the nominative case in sound masculine plurals? (Linked to SLO3:7)

Short-Answer Questions

7. Explain the role of secondary signs of declension. (Linked to SLO 3.5)

8. Demonstrate with an example how the dual form changes between nominative and accusative cases.
(Linked to SLO 3.6)

9. Illustrate with one example how sound masculine plurals are marked in the accusative case. (Linked to
SLO 3.7)

10. Analyse why irregular declension patterns must often be memorised. (Linked to SLO 3.8)

11. Evaluate how declension signs help distinguish subjects from objects in sentences. (Linked to SLO

3.9)

Long-Answer Questions

12. Analyse the primarysigns of declension and explain their importance in sentence construction.
(Linked to SLOs 3.1-3.4)

13. Evaluate the role of secondary signs of declension in dual and plural forms. (Linked to SLOs 3.5-3.7)
14. Assess the application of declension signs in possessive and descriptive structures, using examples to
support your explanation: (Linked to SLOs 3.9-3.10)

15. Nlustrate with.examples from Qur’anic and classical Arabic texts how declension clarifies meaning.

(Linked to SLO 3.11)

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3]

Objective Questions

1. Declension is the system of endings added to Arabic nouns and adjectives to show their

grammatical role in a sentence.

2. Dammah (2).
3. Fathah ().
4. Kasrah (-).
5. Alif (L).

6. Waw (»).

Short-Answer Questions

7. Secondary signs of declension are alternative markers such as alif, waw, and ya’, used in dual and
plural forms.

8. Example: al-talibani (two students, nominative) changes to al-falibayni (two students, accusative).
9. Example: ra’aytu al-mu ‘allimina — “‘1 saw the teachers.”

10. Irregular declension patterns must be memorised because they do not follow predictable rules,
especially in broken plurals.

11. Declension signs mark subjects with nominative endings and objects with accusative endings,

preventing ambiguity.

Long-Answer Questions

12. Basic response: Primary signs are short vowels (dammah, fathah, kasrah) marking nominative,
accusative, and genitive cases. They are important because they show whether a noun is a subject,
object, or in possession.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that primary signs also ensure clarity in
recitation, literary expression, and interpretation of classical texts.

13. Basic response: Secondary signs such as alif, waw, and ya’ mark dual and plural forms, ensuring
consistency in declension.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may explain that these signs also highlight the
richness of Arabic morphology, showing how grammar adapts to different word forms.

14. Basic response: In possessive structures, the possessor is marked in the genitive case, while

adjectives agree with nouns in case, gender, and number.
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Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by showing how these rules maintain
harmony in sentence structure and provide precision in Qur’anic interpretation.

15. Basic response: Qur’anic and classical texts use declension signs to clarify meaning, e.g., nasara
Allahu al-mu’minin — “Allah helped the believers.”
Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that analysing these examples deepens
appreciation of Arabic’s grammatical precision and its role in preserving meaning across

centuries.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]

Part 3.1 Primary signs of declension

e Harakat.

e Dammabh (2).
e Fathah ().

e Kasrah (-).

o Al-talibu — “The student.”

Part 3.2 Secondary signs of declension

e Endings such as alif, waw, and ya’ used in dual and plural forms:
o Alif (L).

e Y7 (&)

e Al-talibani / al-talibayni — “The two students.”

e Memorise.

Part 3.3 Application of declension signs in sentences

e They mark subjects with nominative endings and objects with accusative endings.
¢ Genitive case.

e To ensure grammatical harmony and clarity.

e Nasara Allahu al-mu’minin — ““Allah helped the believers.”

e Accusative.case.
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Illustrations

Figure 3.1 Primary signs of declension in Arabic nouns
o Al-generated prompt: “Create @ diagram showing Arabic primary declension signs:
nominative (dammabh), accusative (fathah), genitive (kasrah), with examples.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar primary declension signs diagram OER”.
e Box 3.1 Examples of nominative case markers
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box showing examples of Arabic nouns in
nominative case with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar nominative case examples OER”.
o Table 3.1 Examples of accusative case markers
o | Al-generated prompt: “Create a table showing examples of Arabic nouns in accusative
case with translations.”
o  Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar accusative case examples table OER”.
o Figure 3.2 Genitive case markers in Arabic nouns
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing examples of Arabic nouns in genitive
case with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar genitive case examples diagram OER”.

e Figure 3.3 Primary versus secondary declension signs
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o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram comparing primary declension signs (dammabh,
fathah, kasrah) with secondary signs (alif, ya’, waw).”

o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.

o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar primary vs secondary declension signs

diagram OER”.

Table 3.2 Dual forms and their declension markers
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table showing Arabic dual forms with nominative,
accusative, and genitive markers.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.

o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar dual forms declension table OER”.

Box 3.2 Sound masculine plural markers
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box showing examples of Arabic sound masculine
plural nouns with nominative and accusative markers.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.

o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic'grammar sound masculine plural examples OER”.

Figure 3.4 Irregular declension patterns in Arabic nouns
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing examples of irregular declension
patterns in Arabic nouns;including broken plurals.”
o Tool/platform: Microseft Copilotimage generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar irregular declension broken plurals

diagram OER”.

Figure 3.5 Subject and object identification with declension signs
o Al-gencrated prompt: “Create a diagram showing subject and object identification in
Arabic sentences using nominative and accusative declension signs.”
o ' Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.

o. Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar subject object declension diagram

OER”.

Table 3.3 Declension in possessive and descriptive structures
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table showing Arabic possessive and descriptive
structures with declension markers and translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar possessive descriptive structures

declension table OER”.

Box 3.3 Examples of declension signs in Qur’anic and classical Arabic texts
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o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box showing examples of declension signs in
Qur’anic and classical Arabic sentences with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.

o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar declension Qur’anic classical examples
OER”.
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Series 4: The Dual, Subject and Predicate in

Arabic Sentences

Part 4.1 The dual form in Arabic

e 4.1.1 Definition and role of the dual form
e 4.1.2 Declension markers in dual nouns

e 4.1.3 Examples of dual forms in sentences
Part 4.2 The subject in Arabic sentences

e 4.2.1 Definition and grammatical role of the subject
o 4.2.2 Case markers for subjects

e 4.2.3 Examples of subjects in nominal and verbal sentences
Part 4.3 The predicate in Arabic sentences

e 4.3.1 Definition and grammatical role of the predicate
e 4.3.2 Types of predicates (verbal and nominal)

e 4.3.3 Agreement between subject and predicate

Introduction

In the last Series; we explored the primary and secondary signs of declension, focusing on how they mark
nouns and clarify grammatical roles in sentences. Building on that foundation, this Series turns to the dual
form and the basic structure of Arabic sentences, namely the subject and predicate. These elements are
essential for constructing clear and meaningful expressions, and they provide learners with the tools to

analyse and produce accurate Arabic sentences.

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the dual form and to equip you with the skills needed to
identify and apply subjects and predicates correctly in both nominal and verbal sentences. By mastering

these concepts, you will strengthen your ability to interpret and construct sentences with precision.

We shall commence this Series by examining the dual form in Arabic, beginning with its definition;
declension markers, and examples in sentences. Next, we will move on to the subject, considering its
grammatical role, case markers, and examples in different sentence types. Finally, we will. wrap up by
studying the predicate, looking at its definition, types, and agreement with the subject. In conclusion, this
Series will round off your understanding of how the dual, subject, and predicate work together to form

coherent Arabic sentences.

Series Learning Outcomes

Series 4: The Dual, Subject and Predicate in Arabic Sentences
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

¢ SLO 4.1 define the dual form in Arabic and explain its grammatical role.

¢ SLO 4.2 demonstrate how declension markers are applied in dual nouns.

e SLO 4.3 illustrate the use of dual forms in complete Arabic sentences.

¢ SLO 4.4 define the subject in Arabic sentences and describe its grammatical role.

¢ SLO 4.5 identify case markers associated with subjects in nominal and verbal sentences.

e SLO 4.6 apply examples of subjects correctly in both nominal and verbal sentence structures.
¢ SLO 4.7 define the predicate in Arabic sentences and explain its grammatical role.

e | SLO 4.8 distinguish between verbal and nominal predicates with examples.

e SLO 4.9 analyse the agreement between subject and predicate in terms of case, gender, and

number.
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4.1 The Dual Form in Arabic

The dual form in Arabic is a special grammatical feature used to indicate exactly two of
something. Unlike English, which often uses the word “two” before a plural noun, Arabic has a
distinct form that changes the noun ending to show duality. This makes the dual form an

important aspect of sentence construction, as it ensures clarity and precision in communication.

4.1.1 Definition and role of the dual form

The dual form is created by adding specific endings to a noun-to-indicate that it refers to two
entities. It plays a vital role in Arabic grammar because it avoids ambiguity and provides a clear

distinction between singular, dual, and plural forms. For example:

o JWa(zalibani) — “two students” (hominative case).

o omlba(salibayni) — “two students” (accusative/genitive case).

Fill in the blank: The dual form in Arabic is.used to indicate exactly of something.
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ARABIC NOUNS: SINGULAR, DUAL, & PLURAL FORMS (aasl ¢ 3341 «35441)

| SINGULAR (354)1 - Al-Mufrad) || DUAL (%1 - Al-Muthanna) | |

PLURAL (ga3J! - Al-Jam’)

"i

Refers to one entity.
Default form, no specific suffix.

=

Refers to two entities.
Adds suffix ‘-ani’ (0l) for nominative,
or “ayni’ (¢2) for accusative/genitive.

— e
Refers to three or more.

Types: Sound Masculine (“-tna’ 03),
Sound Feminine (-at’ &), &
Broken Plural (Internal Change).

Y (o
SGs
(ki-ta-bun)

A book

EE

9 ¥

“l > l/ s
(mu-‘al-li-ma-tun)
A female teacher

<

EAER (955

Two books

w
-~ 8

m (mu-‘al-li-ma-ta-ni)

Two female teachers

J

w
-

( : ;3 l’ s
% (mu-"al-li-mu-na)
Male teachers (Sound Masc.)

‘ - |4 s
m (mu-‘al-li-ma-tun)

Female teachers (Sound Fem.)

e o8
IEEJ Book(: ?B-:sl-(s: |'I;zural)

| C—

=7

Understanding these forms is essential for correct subject-verb agreement and noun modification in Arabic.

Figure 4.1 Singular, dual, and plural forms in Arabic

4.1.2 Declension markers in dualmeuns

Dual nouns follow specific declension markers depending on their grammatical case. In the

nominative case, the dual is marked by alif (L) followed by niin (¢). In the accusative and

genitive cases, the dual is marked by ya’ () followed by niin (¢-). These endings replace the

normal short vowels used in singular nouns.

Examples:

e Nominative: ¢&a(salibani) — “two students” (subject).

e Accusative: ¢l &l (ra aytu al-talibayni) — “1 saw the two students.”

e . Genitive: ¢l QUS(kitabu al-talibayni) — “The book of the two students.”

Fill in the blank: In the nominative case, the dual form is marked by the letter

by niin.

followed
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Case Declension Arabic Translation \Explanation
Marker (L)) |[Example

Nominative olalif + nun) bl The two students | Dual nouns in nominative
(E58040) Jginae are diligent. take alif as the marker.

Accusative Ce(ya + nun) | Gilhl &y I saw the two Dual nouns in accusative
(csaid) students. take ya as the marker.
Genitive SHva + nun) &y e |Ipassed by the two| Dual nouns in genitive alse
(L) bl students. take ya as the marker.

Table 4.1 Declension markers in dual nouns

4.1.3 Examples of dual forms in sentences

The dual form is frequently used in both nominal and verbal sentences. It ensures that the subject

or object clearly refers to two entities. For instance:

o Jualll ) el s\a(ja a al-talibani ila al-fasli) — “The two students came to the class.”

o Auadl B cpalaal) Sl y(racaytu al-mu‘allimayni fi al-madrasa) — “1 saw the two teachers in the

school.”

In these examples, the dual endings make it clear that exactly two students or teachers are being

referred to, rather than one or many.

Fill in the blank: In the sentence ja 'a al-talibani ila al-fasli, the noun al-talibani is in the

case.
Arabic Translation Dual Case Marker | Explanation
Sentence Noun
gbhal The two students are obuhlf ok Subject in nominative
Jlgine diligent. (nominative) case.
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Ll Euly | T saw the two students. | k)l - Object in accusative
(accusative) case.

CHillhll &) ya | ] passed by the two cillhl | ggenitive) | Object of preposition in

students. genitive case.
A oladeddl | The two teachers are in | Jlalzal/ ok Subject in nominative
A e/ the school. (nominative) case.
(raleadl SLE | [ met the two teachers. | (ialeal/ - Direct objectin
(accusative) accusative case.

Box 4.1 Examples of dual forms in Arabic sentences

Pilot questions 4.1

1. What is the dual form in Arabic used to indicate?
Which marker is used for the nominative case in dual nouns?
Which marker is used for the accusative and genitive cases in dual nouns?

Give one example of a dual noun in a nominal sentence.

A I

Give one example of a dual noun in a verbal sentence.

4.2 The Subject in Arabiec. Sentences

The subject in Arabic grammar is the noun or pronoun that performs the action of the verb or is
described by the predicate. It is a central element in both nominal and verbal sentences, and its
correct identification ensures clarity of meaning. The subject is usually marked by the

nominative case, which distinguishes it from other sentence elements such as the object.
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4.2.1 Definition and grammatical role of the subject

The subject is the doer of the action in a verbal sentence or the topic being described in a
nominal sentence. In Arabic, the subject is always expressed in the nominative case, which is

marked by dammabh (2) or its equivalents in dual and plural forms. For example:

o &l gla(jad’a al-talibu) — “The student came.”

Here, al-talibu is the subject marked by nominative case.

Fill in the blank: In Arabic, the subject is always expressed in the case.

[ SUBIJECTS IN ARABIC NOMINAL & VERBAL SENTENCES: NOMINATIVE CASE MARKERS (&9," Sedle J:-Gj‘_g 3.:\22.«;”) ]

e N
(1. NOMINATIVE SENTENCE (i;.e.iusﬂ 333.-9_:.3‘) - Starts with a Noun 2. VERBAL SENTENCE (13.}:.91! a.b;aJI) Starts with a Verb
SUBJECT (155:4)1) - 3, PREDICATE (53&J1) - VERB ({xa)1) - —» SUBJECT/DOER (Je\ll) -
The Topic Information about the Topic The Action The Performer of the Action
EXAMPLE :(Jts): EXAMPLE :(UEs):
Zodh il Ut 758
AgEa ) N
| (al-talibu) = SUBJECT (&95)41 T)s (gara’a) > VERB (uo\a J.-s)
:\.g,'au’: (mujtahidun) = PREDICATE (g_,s_,.s }G-) I (al-talibu) = SUBJECT (&,3).& JsB)
=
( Relatlonshlp The subject is the topic. 1 ( Relationship: The subject performs the action. )
| The marker ( ) |nd|cates it is Nominative (Marfu ) ) J L The marker( ) |nd|cates it is Nominative (Marfu )- )
L == = _
SUMMARY: Regardless of sentence type the Subject (whether |:\§u’d| or chl) is always in the Nominative Case
(&93)“‘”) typically marked by a Dammah (£).

Figure 4.2 Subject in Arabic sentences

4.2.2/Case.markers for subjects

Subjects are marked differently depending on whether they are singular, dual, or plural.

e  Singular nouns: marked by dammah ().
e Dual nouns: marked by alif (L) followed by niin ().

¢ Sound masculine plurals: marked by waw () followed by niin (&)

Examples:

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



e Singular: i QW a/-talibu mujtahidun) — “The student is hardworking.”
e Dual: ¢ gldal\(al-talibani mujtahidani) — “The two students are hardworking.”
o Plural: (i galadli(al-mu ‘allimiina mujtahidiina) — “The teachers are hardworking.”

Fill in the blank: The subject in a sound masculine plural is marked by the letter

followed by niin.

Form Nominative Arabic Translation Explanation
Marker (4 Example
&)
Singular (2,84l) dammabh (*) 3¢iae QN | The student is Singular nouns in
diligent. nominative take
dammah.
Dual (i) ¢-(alif + nun) Gl The two students | Dual nouns in
Ol are diligent. nominative take alif.

Sound Masculine &s(waw + nun) O salusall The Muslims are | Sound masculine plural
Plural ( sS3) gea Osislaia cooperative. in nominative takes
alldl) waw.
Sound Feminine dammah () Gl The female Sound feminine plural in
Plural ( &isel) g Silagiae students are nominative takes
alldl) diligent. dammabh.

Table 4.2 Case markers for subjects in Arabic

4.2.3 Examples of subjects in nominal and verbal sentences

Subjects appear in both nominal sentences (which begin with a noun) and verbal sentences
(which begin with a verb). In nominal sentences, the subject is the topic being described, while

in verbal sentences, the subject performs the action.
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Examples:

o Nominal: e QW al-talibu mujtahidun) — “The student is hardworking.”

e Verbal: Guudl QY GiS(kataba al-talibu al-darsa) — “The student wrote the lesson.”

In both cases, the subject is clearly marked by the nominative case, ensuring that the reader or

listener knows who is performing the action or being described.

Fill in the blank: In the sentence kataba al-talibu al-darsa, the noun al-talibu is the

Sentence Type | Arabic Translation Subject Explanation
Example (/ et
Jeld)

Nominal Jeino QL) The student is L/ Subject (1xig) in
Sentence ( Uax) diligent. nominative case with
L)) dammah (7).

i S | The book is new: i/ Subject (1xig) in

nominative case.

sls Gl (" The truth is clear-. gl Subject (12 in

nominative case.

Verbal Sentence | <Ll <iS | The student wrote L) Subject (e in
(Luledlf LLaa) S7PRL the lesson. nominative case with

dammabh (7).

Ll [, The child reads L)) Subject (=19 in

(i the book. nominative case.

Aleall g juw | The teacher will Aleal/ Subject (J=19 in

Lo gall visit the school. nominative case.

Box 4.2 Examples of subjects in nominal and verbal sentences

Pilot questions 4.2

)

What case is used to mark the subject in Arabic sentences?
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Which marker is used for the subject in dual nouns?
Which marker is used for the subject in sound masculine plurals?

Give one example of a subject in a nominal sentence.

A

Give one example of a subject in a verbal sentence.

4.3 The Predicate in Arabic Sentences

The predicate in Arabic grammar is the part of the sentence that provides information about the
subject. It may describe what the subject is, what it does, or what state it i in. In both nominal
and verbal sentences, the predicate is essential for completing meaning and ensuring that the

sentence communicates a full idea.

4.3.1 Definition and grammatical role of the predicate

The predicate is the element in a sentence that tells us something about the subject. In nominal
sentences, it describes the subject, ' while in verbal sentences, it expresses the action performed by

the subject. For example:

o Ngiaa Qlali(al-talibu mujtahidun) — “The student is hardworking.” (predicate = mujtahidun)
o Cuud) QI &iS(kataba al-talibu al-darsa) — “The student wrote the lesson.” (predicate = kataba)

Fill in the blank: In‘Arabic, the predicate provides information about the

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



NOMINAL SENTENCE
(Aol dloxll)

SUBJECT PREDICATE

= \

(A=)

Ul Sgish
(Subject) (Predicate)
The student is diligent

VERBAL SENTENCE
(Ad=2t! ddoxl)

VERB SUBIJECT

(J23) (J=)

cIda ca8
'4 N\

ESE It
(Verb) (Subject)

The student wrote

Figure 4.3 Subject and predicate in Arabic sentences

4.3.2 Types of predicates (verbal and nominal)

Predicates can be classified into two main types:

e Nominal predicate: A word .or phrase that describes the subject, often an adjective or noun.

Example: 38 Eudl(al-baytu kabtrun) — “The house is big.”

e Verbal predicate: A verb that shows the action performed by the subject. Example: &duall cuad

(dhahaba al-talibu) —“The student went.”

Fill in the blank: A predicate that describes the subject with an adjective or noun is called a

predicate.
Sentence Type Arabic Translation Predicate Explanation
Example (di / A
Nominal d¢iae QML | The student is Agina Predicate (%) in
Sentence ( 4lell diligent. nominative case with
Lan¥l) dammabh ().

-

Do)
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s Sl The book is new. | L Predicate (2) in
nominative case.
el s Gall The truth is clear. | zals Predicate (U2) in
nominative case.
Verbal Sentence | CdUall CiS The student wrote | &S Predicate verb (uale dad)
(Aladll dlaglr) Ol the lesson. showing completed action.
Jalal |y The child reads the | & Predicate verb (g obae Jad)
sl book. showing ongoing action.
pladl 5550 | The teacher will BE™ Predicate verb (& Jliae J=8
Ll visit the school. — B gme) marking future
tense.

Table 4.3 Types of predicates in Arabic sentences

4.3.3 Agreement between subjectand predicate

In Arabic, the predicate must agree with the subject in case, gender, and number. This

agreement ensures grammatical hatrmony and clarity. For example:

e Singular: i Qlal(al-1alibu mujtahidun) — “The student is hardworking.”

o Dual: ¢haa ghdal(alsalibani mujtahidani) — “The two students are hardworking.”

e Plural: &3¢ Gealad\(al-muc‘allimiina mujtahidiing) — “The teachers are hardworking.”

Fill in the blank: In-Arabic, the predicate must agree with the subject in case, , and
number:
Sentence | Arabic Translation Subject Predicate Agreement
Type Example Explanation
Nominal L/ The student is CulLLf Jeine Predicate matches
Sentence Jeino diligent. (singular, (singular, subject in number
masculine) masculine) and gender.
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olllLl) | The two female | S (dual, | oleias (dual, | Predicate agrees
Jlidgine Students are feminine) feminine) in dual form and
diligent. feminine gender.
O padesall The Muslims Crsalesall Crsisleia Predicate agrees
1 slada are (plural, (plural, in plural and
cooperative. masculine) masculine) | masculine gender.
Verbal | <L S| The student L) IS (verb, Verb agrees with
Sentence ol wrote the (singular, singular, subject in person,
lesson. masculine) masculine) number, gender.
L) <K | The female Ll <uiS (verb, Verb agrees with
UL 1 student wrote (singular, singular, subject in
the letter. feminine) feminine) feminine
singular.
2 The students b/ &S (verb, | Verb agrees with
oL/ are writing the (plural, plural, subject in plural
gl lessons. masculine) masculine) masculine.

Box 4.3 Agreement between subject and predicate

Pilot questions 4:3

1. What is the role of the predicate in Arabic sentences?

2.
3.
4,
5.

Give one example of a verbal predicate.

What are the two main types of predicates?

Give one example of a nominal predicate.

What three aspects must the predicate agree with the subject in?
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Series Summary

This Series has focused on the dual form, subject, and predicate in Arabic sentences, all of which
are fundamental elements for constructing clear and grammatically accurate expressions. Its
purpose has been to strengthen your ability to recognise and apply these structures, ensuring that
you can distinguish between singular, dual, and plural forms, and identify how subjects and

predicates function together to convey meaning.

We began by examining the dual form, looking at its definition, declension markers, and
examples in sentences. We then moved on to the subject, considering its grammatical role, case
markers, and how it appears in both nominal and verbal sentences. Finally, we explored the
predicate, defining its role, distinguishing between verbal and nominal types, and analysing how
it agrees with the subject in case, gender, and number. By completing this Series, you should
now be able to define and demonstrate the dual form, identify and apply subjects correctly, and

analyse the role and agreement of predicates, in line with the Series Learning Outcomes.

Glossary of Terms

e Accusative case: A grammatical case in Arabic that marks the noun as the direct object of a verb,
usually indicated by the short vowel fathah (<) or by ya’ in dual and plural forms.

e Agreement: The grammatical requirement that the predicate must match the subject in case,
gender,and number.

e Alif: A letter used as a declension marker in the nominative case of dual nouns.

e Dual form: A special noun form in Arabic used to indicate exactly two of something, marked by
endings such as alif + niin (CY) or ya’ + niin ().

e Genitive case: A grammatical case in Arabic that marks possession or relation, usually indicated
by the short vowel kasrah (=) or by ya’ in dual and plural forms.

e Dammah: A primary declension marker, represented by a small curl above a letter (%), used for
the nominative case in singular nouns.

¢ Nominative case: A grammatical case in Arabic that marks the subject of a verb or the topic of a

nominal sentence, usually indicated by dammah (%) or by alif and waw in dual and plural forms.
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e Nominal predicate: A predicate that describes the subject using a noun or adjective, rather than a
verb.

e Predicate: The part of a sentence that provides information about the subject, either describing it
or showing the action it performs.

e Subject: The noun or pronoun in a sentence that performs the action of the verb or is described
by the predicate.

e Verbal predicate: A predicate that expresses the action performed by the subject; usually
beginning with a verb.

e Waw: A letter used as a declension marker in the nominative case of sound masculine plural
nouns.

e Ya’: A letter used as a declension marker in the accusative and genitive cases of dual and sound

masculine plural nouns.
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Concept Check Questions [Series 4]

Objective Questions

—_

Define the dual form in Arabic. (Linked to SLO 4.1)

2. Identify the declension marker used for the nominative case in dual nouns. (Linked to SLO 4.2)

W

State the declension marker used for the accusative and genitive cases in dual nouns. (Linked to
SLO 4.2)

Define the subject in Arabic sentences. (Linked to SLO 4.4)

Identify the case used to mark subjects in Arabic sentences. (Linked to SLO 4.5)

Define the predicate in Arabic sentences. (Linked to SLO 4.7)

N s

Distinguish between nominal and verbal predicates. (Linked to SLO 4.8)

Short-Answer Questions

8. Demonstrate with an example how the dual form is used in a sentence. (Linked to SLO 4.3)

9. Illustrate with one example how the subject appears in a nominal sentence. (Linked to SLO 4.6)

10. Hlustrate with one example how the subject appears in a verbal sentence. (Linked to SLO 4.6)

11. Explain why the predicate must agree with the subject in case, gender, and number. (Linked to SLO

4.9)

Long-Answer Questions

12. Analyse the role of the dual form in Arabic grammar, giving examples of its application. (Linked to
SLOs 4.1-4.3)

13. Evaluate the grammatical role of the subject in nominal and verbal sentences, with examples. (Linked
to SLOs 4.44.6)

14. Assess the types of predicates in Arabic sentences and explain how they contribute to meaning.
(Linked to SLOs 4.7-4.8)

15. Analyse the importance of agreement between subject and predicate, using examples from singular,

dual, and plural forms. (Linked to SLO 4.9)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4]

Objective Questions
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b

The dual form is a special noun form used to indicate exactly two of something.

Alif + niin (V).

Ya’ + nian (Ox).

The subject is the noun or pronoun that performs the action of the verb or is described by the
predicate.

The nominative case.

The predicate is the part of the sentence that provides information about the subject.

A nominal predicate describes the subject with a noun or adjective, while a verbal predicate

expresses the action performed by the subject.

Short-Answer Questions

8. Example: ¢l sla(ja’a al-talibani) — “The two students came.”

9. Example: s Qlall(al-talibu mujtahidun) — “The student is hardworking.”

10. Example: Guul) QW CiS(kataba al-talibu al-darsa) — “The student wrote the lesson.”

11. Agreement ensures grammatical harmony and clarity, so the reader or listener can easily identify the

relationship between subject and predicate.

Long-Answer Questions

12.

13.

14.

Basic response: The dual form marks nouns referring to two entities, using alif + niin in the
nominative and ya’ + nan inthe accusative/genitive.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that the dual form reflects the precision of
Arabic grammar, distinguishing between singular, dual, and plural, and is especially important in
Qur’anic and classical texts where exact meaning is critical.

Basic response: The subject is marked in the nominative case and appears in both nominal and
verbal sentences, either as the topic or the doer of the action.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by explaining how subject placement
affects emphasis in Arabic, and how understanding subjects aids in accurate translation and
interpretation.

Basic response: Predicates can be nominal, describing the subject with a noun or adjective, or
verbal, showing the action performed by the subject.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that predicates enrich sentence meaning
by linking subjects to qualities or actions, and that their flexibility allows Arabic to express

complex ideas with clarity.
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15. Basic response: The predicate must agree with the subject in case, gender, and number, ensuring
grammatical correctness.
Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by showing how agreement maintains
coherence in longer texts, prevents ambiguity, and reflects the highly structured nature of Arabic

grammar.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4]

Part 4.1 The dual form in Arabic

o Exactly two of something.
o Alif.
o« Y2’

o Nominative case.

Part 4.2 The subject in Arabic sentences

e Nominative case.
e Alif followed by niin.
e Waw followed by ntn.

e Subject.

Part 4.3 The predicate in Arabic sentences

e Subject.

e Nominal and verbal predicates.
e Nominal predicate.

e Verbal predicate.

e Gender.

References and Attributions [Series 4]

General References

e Haywood, J. A., & Nahmad, H. M. (1965). A New Arabic Grammar of the Written Language.
Lund Humphries.

o Ryding, K. C. (2005). A Reference Grammar of Modern Standard Arabic. Cambridge University
Press.

e Versteegh, K. (1997). The Arabic Linguistic Tradition. Routledge.

o  Wehr, H. (1994). 4 Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic (J. M. Cowan, Ed.). Spoken Language

Services.
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Illustrations

o Figure 4.1 Singular, dual, and plural forms in Arabic
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing singular, dual, and plural forms of
Arabic nouns with examples.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar singular dual plural forms.diagram
OER”.
o Table 4.1 Declension markers in dual nouns
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table showing declension markers for Arabic dual nouns
in nominative, accusative, and genitive cases.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar dual noun declension markers table
OER”.
e Box 4.1 Examples of dual forms in Arabic sentences
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate atext box showing examples of Arabic dual nouns used
in sentences with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar dual noun examples in sentences OER”.
o Figure 4.2 Subject in Arabic sentences
o Al-generatedprompt: “Create a diagram showing subjects in Arabic nominal and verbal
sentences with nominative case markers.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar subject nominative case diagram OER”.
o Table 4.2 Case markers for subjects in Arabic
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table showing nominative case markers for Arabic
subjects in singular, dual, and plural forms.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o~ Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar subject nominative case markers table
OER”.
e Box 4.2 Examples of subjects in nominal and verbal sentences
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box showing examples of subjects in Arabic
nominal and verbal sentences with translations.”

o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
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o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar subject examples nominal verbal
sentences OER”.
e Figure 4.3 Subject and predicate in Arabic sentences
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing subject and predicate in Arabic
nominal and verbal sentences with examples.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar subject predicate diagram OER”.
o Table 4.3 Types of predicates in Arabic sentences
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table showing examples of nominal and verbal predicates
in Arabic sentences with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar nominal verbal predicate examples table
OER”.
e Box 4.3 Agreement between subject and predicate
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box showing examples of subject—predicate
agreement in Arabic sentences with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot.image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar subject predicate agreement examples
OER”.
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Series 5: The Agent, Vocative, Specification

and Adverbs

Part 5.1 The agent in Arabic sentences

e 5.1.1 Definition and grammatical role of the agent
e 5.1.2 Case markers for the agent

e 5.1.3 Examples of agents in sentences
Part 5.2 The vocative in Arabic sentences

e 5.2.1 Definition and usage of the vocative
e 5.2.2 Vocative particles and their functions

e 5.2.3 Examples of vocative expressions
Part 5.3 Specification (tamyiz) in Arabic sentences

e 5.3.1 Definition and role of specification
e 5.3.2 Types of specification (numerical, descriptive, etc.)

e 5.3.3 Examples of specificationin sentences
Part 5.4 Adverbs in Arabic sentences

e 5.4.1 Definition and grammatical role of adverbs
e 5.4.2 Types of adverbs (time, place, manner, etc.)

e | 5.43 Examples of adverbs in sentences

Introduction

In the last Series, we examined the dual form, subject, and predicate in Arabic sentences, focusing on how
these elements combine to create clear and grammatically accurate expressions. Building on that

foundation, this Series introduces additional structures that enrich sentence meaning and provide
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precision in communication. By studying the agent, vocative, specification, and adverbs, you will gain

insight into how Arabic conveys emphasis, detail, and nuance in both spoken and written contexts.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the knowledge and skills to identify, explain, and apply the
agent, vocative, specification, and adverbs correctly in Arabic sentences. This will strengthen your-ability
to analyse sentence structures and to construct expressions that are both accurate and stylistically

effective.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the agent in Arabic sentences, considering its definition,
grammatical role, and examples. Next, we will move on to the vocative, examining its usage and the
particles that introduce it. Following that, we will study specification, looking at its types and how it
clarifies meaning in sentences. Finally, we will wrap up by focusing on adverbs, analysing their role,
types, and examples. In conclusion, this Series will round off your understanding of these important

elements, enabling you to apply them confidently in your study and use of Arabic.

Series Learning Outcomes

Series 5: The Agent, Vocative, Specification and Adverbs in Arabic
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 5.1 define the agent in Arabic sentences and explain its grammatical role,

e SLO 5:2 identify case markers associated with the agent and demonstrate their use in examples,
e SLO 5.3 define the vocative in Arabic and explain its function in addressing or calling,

e /SLO 5.4 apply vocative particles correctly in constructing Arabic sentences,

e SLO 5.5 define specification (tamyiz) and explain its role in clarifying meaning,

e SLO 5.6 distinguish between types of specification with appropriate examples,

e SLO5.7 define adverbs in Arabic and explain their grammatical role,

e  SLO 5.8 classify adverbs into types such as time, place, and manner, and

e SLO 5.9 demonstrate the correct use of adverbs in Arabic sentences.
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5.1 The Agent in Arabic Sentences

The agent in Arabic grammar is the noun or pronoun that performs the action expressed by the
verb. It is a central element in verbal sentences and is always expressed in the nominative case,
which distinguishes it from the object. Understanding the agent helps learners identify who or

what is carrying out the action in a sentence.

5.1.1 Definition and grammatical role of the agent

The agent (in Arabic, fa ‘i) is the doer of the action in a verbal sentence. It follows the verb and

is marked by the nominative case. For example:

o (ol QY &3S(kataba al-talibu al-darsa) — “The student wrote the lesson.”

Here, al-talibu is the agent performing the-action of writing.

Fill in the blank: In Arabic, the agent is always expressed in the case.

ARABIC VERBAL SENTENCE STRUCTURE & CASE MARKERS
(42 Us35s5 e Uis :iguany az)

‘ Y - OB

Action, P?st Tense. Fixed The Doer. Nominetive Case The Receive[. Accusative Case
(@i dema) | (@ALgsha) (@280, i)

- J/ & J

S ok =
The student read the book <«— Q\:,ij\ (:JUQ_S\ \)’_9 —> The student read the book

Case markers (diacritics) on the final letters determine the grammatical role in the sentence.

Figure 5.1 Structure of a verbal sentence with agent
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5.1.2 Case markers for the agent

Agents are marked differently depending on whether they are singular, dual, or plural.

¢ Singular nouns: marked by dammah ().
e Dual nouns: marked by alif (L) followed by niin ().

e Sound masculine plurals: marked by waw () followed by niin ().
Examples:

e Singular: ) sla(ja’a al-talibu) — “The student came.”
e Dual: gl ela(ja’a al-talibani) — “The two students came.”

o Plural: &salaad) £(ja a al-mu ‘allimiing) — “The teachers came.”

Fill in the blank: The agent in a dual form is marked by the letter followed by niin.
Form Nominative Arabic Translation Explanation
Marker ( 43e | Example
)
Singular (4.44) dammah (9 bl S The student Singular subject
ol wrote the lesson. | (L)) is nominative
with dammah.
Dual (i) oHalif ¥ nun) | JWIL) <SS | The two students | Dual subject (OLILJ)
oAl wrote the lesson. | is nominative with J.
Sound Masculine | Cs(waw + nun) Y The Muslims Plural subject
Plural ( 5S4/ gaa Oseluadl | wrote the letter. (Csaluel)) is
alld) UL 1 nominative with Js.
Sound Feminine dammabh () SaThiy The female Plural subject
Plural ( 2> SLLL)) students wrote | (SLIL) is nominative
Al Eiigal) ULl the letter. with dammah.

Table 5.1 Case markers for agents in Arabic

-
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5.1.3 Examples of agents in sentences

Agents appear in a wide range of verbal sentences, and their correct identification ensures clarity

of meaning. Consider the following examples:

o gl Glthal) U(qam ‘a al-talibu al-kitaba) — “The student read the book.”
o ASa N Mo Silu(safara al-rajulani ila makkata) — “The two men travelled to Mecca.”
o hadl b Gl das(‘amila al-‘ummalina fi al-masna ‘i) — “The workers worked in the factory.”

In each case, the agent is clearly marked in the nominative case, showing who performed the

action.

Fill in the blank: In the sentence gara’a al-talibu al-kitaba, the noun al-talibu is the

Arabic Translation Agent Case Explanation
Sentence (Seld) Marker
CllLl) s The student wrote the L) dammah Subject (agent) in
ol lesson. C) nominative case.
LSl Aol [ 48| The teacher read the Aleal/ dammah | Agent in nominative case.
book. €]
Ll C=l | The child played in the L)) dammah | Agent in nominative case.
PTIEN| garden. €]
A a8l | < The man traveled to ol dammah | Agent in nominative case.
i< Mecca. C)
LML) oS The female student LULL)/ dammah | Agent in nominative case,
ULes I wrote the letter. C feminine form.

Box 5.1 Examples of agents in Arabic sentences
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Pilot questions 5.1

1. What is the agent in Arabic grammar?
Which case is used to mark the agent?
Which marker is used for the agent in dual nouns?

Give one example of an agent in a singular sentence.

woRe W

Give one example of an agent in a plural sentence.

5.2 The Vocative in Arabic Sentences

The vocative in Arabic grammar is a construction used when directly addressing someone or
something. It is introduced by specific particles and plays an important role in spoken and

written communication, as it signals attention and directs speech to.a particular person or group.

5.2.1 Definition and usage of the vocative

The vocative (in Arabic, nida’) is the grammatical structure used to call or address someone. It is

typically introduced by the particle ya (L), which functions like “O” in English. For example:
o gSa) QWb U(ya talibu ijtahid) —“O student, work hard.”

The noun following the vocative particle is usually in the nominative case and may appear with

or without the definite article.

Fill in the blank: The vocative particle most commonly used in Arabic is

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



THE ARABIC VOCATIVE PARTICLE 'YA' () & THE ADDRESSED NOUN (s3G4j1)

Vocative Particle
(£13331 3131)
- Iloll or llHeyH

> ADDRESSED NOUN (cs3GA}1)

)

RULE 1: NOMINATIVE-LIKE ENDING (f&fh!l JE- f_syi)
For Singular Definite (Intended) Nouns & Proper Names.

— > A5G — U506 ﬂ

Ya Muhammadu Ya Rajulu
O Muhammad! O man!
(Proper Name) (Specific/Intended)

RULE 2: ACCUSATIVE ENDING (4532]L & g4ais)
For Possessive Constructions (Idafa), Indefinite
(Unspecified) Nouns, & Nouns Resembling Idafa.

Ya ‘Abda Allahi Ya Rajulan
O servant of Allah! O man!
(Possessive/ldafa) (Any/Unspecified)

> ) 2 5 — 256 ¢
e

)

y

J

Figure 5.2 Structure of the vocative in Arabic

5.2.2 Vocative particles and their.functions

~
KEY TAKEAWAY:
The ending of the
Addressed Noun
(s3GAJ1) changes
based on its type
(Definite/Indefinite,
Simple/Compound).
‘Ya’ acts as the
trigger for this
grammatical
change.

Arabic uses several vocative particles, though ya is the most common. Others include ayyuha

(%)) and ayyatuha (), which are used for emphasis or formality. These particles help the

speaker draw attention to the addressee.

Examples:

o Jdasb(varajulu) +“O man.”

o | SN\ (ayyuha al-nasu) —“O people.”

. giﬂ‘ Lc—"ei(ayyatuhd al-mar’atu) — “O woman.”

Fill in the blank: The vocative particle used for formal emphasis when addressing groups is
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Vocative Arabic Translation Function / Usage
Particle Example
L dial Qe by O student, strive! | The most common vocative particle; used for
both near and far addresses.
Ul 158 a8 L O people, fear Used for calling someone at a distance of for
Allah! emphasis.
La 1se38 Jla ;e | O men, advance! | Similar to W, often used for distant or emphatic
calling.
\(rare) Sasa ] O Muhammad! Rarely used; poetic or classical style.
& el da )l | O man, helpme! | Used with descriptive vocatives, often followed
by a clarifying apposition.
15(in olalu) | 5! Alas, Islam! Used in exclamatory or lamenting vocatives.
lamentation)

Table 5.2 Common vocative particles.in Arabic

5.2.3 Examples of vocative expressions

Vocative expressions are commonin everyday speech, literature, and religious texts. They serve

to call attention, express respect, or convey urgency. For instance:

o Ao alaa L(ya mu ‘allimu ‘allimni) — “O teacher, teach me.”
o W& W(ya@ Alldhu ighfir-land) — “O Allah, forgive us.”

o Vi) gl SN Wli(ayyuha al-tullabu istami ‘i jayyidan) — “O students, listen carefully.”

In each case, the vocative particle introduces the addressee, and the rest of the sentence provides

the ecommand, request, or statement.

Fill in the blank: In the sentence ya@ mu ‘allimu ‘allimni, the noun mu‘allimu is the being
addressed.

Arabic Translation Vocative Vocative Explanation

Sentence Particle Noun (sad)
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Jein/ L L O student, L L Common vocative particle &
strive! noun definite, nominative.
wallzka b | O teacher of L Alea Vocative noun indefinite,
goodness! accusative with fathah (7).
al|5dil 455Ul | O people, fear L Y Used for distant/emphatic
Allah! calling;, noun nominative.
s Ls O men, Lua s Similar to &/ emphatic/distant
/ pa2d advance! vocative.
oladlul 14/ Alas, Islam! L5 oledlu/ Lamentation vocative,
expressing grief or strong
emotion.

Box 5.2 Examples of vocative expressions.in Arabic

translations.

Pilot questions 5.2

1. What is the vocative in Arabic grammar?
Which particle is most commonly used to introduce the vocative?
Name two other vocative particles besides ya.

Give one example of a vocative expression in Arabic.

A I

What case is:usually used:for the noun following the vocative particle?

5.3'Specification (Tamyiz) in Arabic Sentences

The specification in Arabic, known as tamyiz, is a grammatical device used to clarify or specify
the meaning of a preceding word or phrase. It removes ambiguity by explaining quantities,
descriptions, or comparisons. Mastering tamyiz helps learners produce precise sentences and

interpret texts more accurately.
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5.3.1 Definition and role of specification

Specification (tamyiz) is a noun in the accusative case that explains or distinguishes the
meaning of another word. It often follows numbers, comparative expressions, or vague

descriptions to make the sentence clearer. For example:

o LS Gyde &y B8N(ishtaraytu ‘ishrina kitaban) — “1 bought twenty books.”

Here, kitaban is the specification clarifying what was bought.

Fill in the blank: In Arabic, the specification is always expressed in the case.

HOW TAMYIZ CLARIFIES MEANING WITH NUMBERS IN ARABIC

(21589 a5 5aeal)
STAGE 1: AMBIGUOUS SENTENCE STAGE 2: ADDING TAMYIZ (" STAGE 3: CLEAR SENTENCE )
B aica T e . e 2 Wi s Sy
(dagaall dlazdn) (asd)t 33L35)) [FESNIA - FER))
Spcar GEs <)
2, b 2552 ® O2r 1| yraban 2GS Ty de EOoEL
"-’3, - s ‘ 2 twenty J .VTamyiz(CIarlﬁ;)-; .L') = ‘)3, = - '
Ishtaraytu ‘ishrina. » § ) ﬂ Sir:ﬁ:learrl,n ﬁcecr‘:?:;ve' EA Ishtaraytu ‘ishrina kitaban.
“l bought twenty.” (&S ‘1"““"-“"’ ) V “| bought twenty books.”

Process: A specific noun
(Tamyiz) is added after the

number to specify the counted
item.

Result: The ambiguity is
removed. The Tamyiz ‘books’
( BGS)) clarifies the meaning
of the number.
- 2
SUMMARY: In Arabic, numbers (11-99) are followed by a singular, accusative, indefinite noun called TAMY1Z (M)
to remove ambiguity and specify the counted item, completing the meaning of the sentence.

‘twenty’ (é,.x__!&e) is vague.
Twenty of what? (eg+s)

‘ Problem: The number J

Figure 5.3 Structure of specification in Arabic

5.3.2 Typesof specification (numerical, descriptive, etc.)
There are several types of specification depending on the context:

o - Numerical specification: Clarifies quantities.
Example: o381 &5 sXie( ‘indr thalathatu aglamin) — 1 have three pens.”
o Descriptive specification: Explains a vague description.

Example: #l $WY) Mal(imtala’a al-ind’'u ma’an) — “The vessel was filled with water.”
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o Comparative specification: Clarifies comparisons.

Example: Wle dia &b Y 3(zaydun afdalu minka ‘ilman) — “Zayd is better than you in

knowledge.”
Fill in the blank: A specification that clarifies quantities is called specification.
Type of Tamyiz Arabic Translation Function / Explanation
Example
Tamyiz of e gaic I have twenty Clarifies the counted noun; comes
Quantity ( s LS books. after numbers (3—10 in genitive, 11+
o)) in accusative).
Tamyiz of 15 &y yisl | T bought a liter'of | Specifies.measure, weight, or volume.
Measure ( i éLlo water.
JMdal)
Tamyiz of desa il Muhammad felt Clarifies the meaning of a
Comparison ( i Lo good at heart. verb/adjective; often abstract.
Luudl)
Tamyiz, of Content | & E5L 1 filled the cup Specifies what fills or constitutes
(4 Jsrdal) ja) élo with water. something.
Tamyrz of a I 551 The man Removes ambiguity from
Ambiguity ( s Ll increased in verbs/adjectives that imply growth,
Ag=al)) knowledge. increase, or change.

Table 5.3 Types of specification in Arabic sentences

5.3.3/Examples of specification in sentences

Specification is widely used in everyday Arabic to avoid ambiguity. Consider the following

examples:

-
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o i 3WS &y 3d(ishtaraytu kilo tamrin) — “I bought a kilo of dates.”
PO g a1 ‘):a.a!(imzala ‘a al-qalbu farahan) — “The heart was filled with joy.”
o WA L Mo Sasa(mupammadun a ‘lamu al-nasi khulugan) — “Muhammad is the most

knowledgeable of people in character.”
In each case, the specification clarifies what is being measured, described, or compared.

Fill in the blank: In the sentence imtala’a al-galbu farahan, the word farahan is the

Arabic Translation Tamyiz Case Explanation
Sentence (}9;\335\) Marker

Osode e | [ have twenty books. | Lus fathah (;) | Tamyiz clarifies the counted noun

LS after numbers.

#1753 &y id) | T bought a liter of sl fathah (-) | Tamyiz specifies measure/volume.
water.

Uil Jaae QU | Muhammad felt good | i fathah (-) | Tamyiz clarifies the meaning of
at heart. the verb/adjective.

$le Gl EBL | T filled the cup with sle fathah () | Tamyiz specifies the content of
water. the object.

Ja il ala) The man increased in | Wle fathah () | Tamyiz removes ambiguity from

Gle knowledge. the verb of increase.

Box 5.3 Examples of specification in Arabic sentences

Pilot questions 5.3

1... What is specification (tamy1iz) in Arabic grammar?

2.
3.
4,
5.

Which case is used to mark specification?
Name the three main types of specification.
Give one example of numerical specification.

Give one example of descriptive specification.
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5.4 Adverbs in Arabic Sentences

The adverb in Arabic grammar, known as zarf, is a word that provides additional information
about the action of the verb. It usually specifies time, place, or manner, helping to make
sentences more precise and meaningful. Adverbs are typically expressed in the accusative case,

and they enrich communication by clarifying when, where, or how an action occurs.

5.4.1 Definition and grammatical role of adverbs

An adverb (zarf) is a noun in the accusative case that functions to describe the circumstances of

an action. It answers questions such as “when?”, “where?”, or “how?”. For example:

o ol & dlu(safartu amsi) — I travelled yesterday.” (adverb of time)
o cull alal &wda(jalastu amama al-bayti) — “Lsat in front of the house.” (adverb of place)

Fill in the blank: In Arabic, adverbs are usually expressed in the case.

ARABIC VERBAL SENTENCE: VERB, SUBJECT, & ADVERB (WITH CASE MARKERS)
(& - = )
1. VERB (J=3) 2. SUBJECT (JsW9)

= =
3. ADVERB/PREPOSITIONAL
PHRASE (593345 55 /C835)

- 58 . ?‘ A
@.,Eg-‘ e

[ Action (u2le J23) ] [ Doer(a-fs:‘allg &933-3) ] [ Manner (S}LQEJS};.&) ]

o

(. y 9 A /
G ~
] -
= J ; L - ‘ L]
ol /_ﬂ ho 3
L Verb (J23)  Subject (Je) [Nom.’]  Adverb (<335) [Gen. ]
4

[ Case markers (diacritics) on the final letters determine the grammatical role (i’rab) in the sentence. ]

Figure 5.4 Structure of a sentence with adverb
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5.4.2 Types of adverbs (time, place, manner, etc.)

Adverbs in Arabic can be classified into several types:

e Adverbs of time (zarf zaman): Indicate when an action occurs.

Example: Wlwa &ad(dhahabtu sabahan) — “1 went in the morning.”

e Adverbs of place (zarf makan): Indicate where an action occurs.

Example: 3l &l Ewda(jalastu tahta al-shajarati) — “1 sat under the tree.”

¢ Adverbs of manner: Indicate how an action occurs.

Example: 3 &lee(‘amiltu bijiddin) — “1 worked diligently.”

Fill in the blank: The adverb that indicates where an action oceurs is called-adverb of

Type of Adverb (&) £ 49 Arabic Translation Function /
Example Explanation
Adverb of Time (Sl <iB) el o il Ltraveled Specifies when the
yesterday. action occurred.
3 Se Lo I will return Indicates future time.
tomorrow.
Adverb of Place (o5« &b Lo Cuals I sat in front of | Specifies location of the
o/ the house. action.
ki Gy | ] stood behind the Indicates spatial
L door. position.
Adverb of Manner ( /J>J ik aay Cilac I worked Describes how the
Ldush) diligently. action was performed.
de_pw jlu He walked Explains the manner of
quickly. movement.
Adverb of Quantity/Extent ( < & | /S <lis/ I love you very | Specifies the degree or
dal) / Lsasl) much. extent.
OLls & I read a little. Indicates limited
quantity.

-
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Adverb of Affirmation/Negation Cragd ini Yes, I understood
(AL /1861l i Al the lesson.

Confirms the action.

Cwifal Y | No, Idid not go. Negates the action.

Table 5.4 Types of adverbs in Arabic sentences

5.4.3 Examples of adverbs in sentences

Adverbs are widely used in Arabic to add detail and precision. Consider the following examples:

ol 3 AW N & Buu(safartu ila al-qahirati amsi) — “I travelled to Cairo yesterday.”
o sl (398 JAkY Gula(jalasa al-tiflu fawqa al-kursi) — “The childsat on the chair.”

4y QS S T B(gara 'a al-talibu al-kitaba bisur‘atin) — “The student read the book quickly.”

In each case, the adverb clarifies the time, place, or manner of the action.

Fill in the blank: In the sentence gara’a al-talibu al-kitaba bisur ‘atin, the word bisur¢atin is the
adverb of )

Arabic Translation Adverb Type Explanation
Sentence (<L)
ol Ejdle | ] traveled yesterday. e Time Specifies when the action
occurred.
Jae 5 ge L 1 will return Jae Time Indicates future time.
tomorrow.
call alel Cuds | [ sat in front of the Lo/ Place Specifies location of the
house. action.
Ll Gils Gy | [ stood behind the GH Place Indicates spatial position.
door.
2y Cilae I worked diligently. A Manner | Describes how the action was
performed.

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS




de s Jlu He walked quickly. de_pw Manner Explains the manner of
movement.
1 niS linf I love you very s Quantity | Specifies the degree or extent.
much.
OLuli & I read a little. Lusi Quantity Indicates limited amount.

Box 5.4 Examples of adverbs in Arabic sentences

Pilot questions 5.4

1. What is an adverb (zarf) in Arabic grammar?
Which case is usually used to mark adverbs?
Name three types of adverbs in Arabic.

Give one example of an adverb of time.

A

Give one example of an adverb of place.

Series Summary

This Series has focused on four important elements of Arabic grammar that enrich sentence
construction and meaning: the agent, vocative, specification, and adverbs. Its purpose has been to
help you recognise how these structures function, so that you can apply them confidently in both
spoken and written Arabic. By studying them together, you have gained insight into how Arabic

conveys precision, emphasis, and clarity.

We began with the agent, examining its definition, case markers, and role in verbal sentences.
We then moved on to the vocative, exploring the particles used to address or call attention to
someone. Following that, we studied specification (tamyiz), looking at how it clarifies numbers,
descriptions, and comparisons. Finally, we considered adverbs, analysing their types and how
they add detail about time, place, and manner. By completing this Series, you should now be able
to define, identify, and demonstrate each of these elements, in line with the Series Learning

Outcomes, thereby strengthening your ability to analyse and construct accurate Arabic sentences.
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Glossary of Terms

e Accusative case: A grammatical case in Arabic that marks the noun as the object of a verb or as
an adverbial expression, usually indicated by the short vowel fathah ().

e Adverb (zarf): A noun in the accusative case that describes the circumstances of an action; such
as time, place, or manner.

e Agent (fa‘il): The noun or pronoun in a verbal sentence that performs the action of the verb;
always expressed in the nominative case.

o Comparative specification: A type of specification (tamyiz) used to clarify comparisons, often
following comparative adjectives.

e Descriptive specification: A type of specification (tamyiz) that explains vague descriptions, often
clarifying what fills or characterises something.

o Nominative case: A grammatical case in Arabic that marks the subject or agent of a verb, usually
indicated by the short vowel dammah (2).

e Numerical specification: A type of specification (famyiz) that clarifies quantities, often
following numbers.

e Specification (tamyiz): A noun in the accusative case that clarifies or specifies the meaning of a
preceding word or phrase, removing ambiguity.

¢ Vocative (nida’): A grammatical construction used to directly address someone or something,
usually introduced by the particle ya (L).

e Vocative particles: Words such as ya (%), ayyuha (\&l), and ayyatuha (\«) used to introduce the
vocative and call-attention to the addressee.

e Zarf zaman(adverb of time): An adverb that specifies when an action occurs, e.g., amsi
(yesterday).

e Zarf makan (adverb of place): An adverb that specifies where an action occurs, e.g., tahta

al-shajarati (under the tree).

Concept. Check Questions [Series 5]
Objective Questions

1. Define the agent in Arabic sentences. (Linked to SLO 5.1)
2. Identify the case used to mark the agent. (Linked to SLO 5.2)
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Define the vocative in Arabic grammar. (Linked to SLO 5.3)

State the most common vocative particle in Arabic. (Linked to SLO 5.4)
Define specification (famyiz) in Arabic sentences. (Linked to SLO 5.5)
Name the three main types of specification. (Linked to SLO 5.6)

Define an adverb (zarf) in Arabic grammar. (Linked to SLO 5.7)
Identify the case usually used to mark adverbs. (Linked to SLO 5.7)

o N kW

Distinguish between adverbs of time and adverbs of place. (Linked to SLO 5.8)

Short-Answer Questions

10. Demonstrate with an example how the agent appears in a verbal sentence. (Linked to SLO 5.2)

11. Apply vocative particles correctly in one Arabic sentence. (Linked to SLO 5.4)

12. Illustrate with one example how specification clarifies a numerical.expression. (Linked to SLO 5.6)
13. Illustrate with one example how specification clarifies a descriptive expression. (Linked to SLO 5.6)

14. Demonstrate the correct use of an adverb of manner in a-sentence. (Linked to SLO 5.9)

Long-Answer Questions

15. Analyse the grammatical role of the agent in Arabic sentences, with examples. (Linked to SLOs 5.1—
5.2)

16. Evaluate the function of vocative particles in Arabic. communication, with examples. (Linked to SLOs
53-54)

17. Assess the importance of specification (tamyiz) in clarifying meaning, with examples of its types.
(Linked to SLOs 5.5-5.6)

18. Analyse the role of adverbs in Arabic sentences, explaining how they add precision and detail.

(Linked to SLOs 5.7-5.9)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5]

Objective Questions

The agent is the noun or pronoun that performs the action of the verb.
The nominative case.
The vocative is a grammatical construction used to directly address someone or something.

Ya (92).

1.
2.
3.
4.

3-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



5. Specification (tamyiz) is a noun in the accusative case that clarifies the meaning of a preceding
word or phrase.

Numerical, descriptive, and comparative specification.

An adverb (zarf) is a noun in the accusative case that describes the circumstances of an action.

The accusative case.

e

Adverbs of time indicate when an action occurs, while adverbs of place indicate where an action

occurs.

Short-Answer Questions

10. Example: Guul) QW CiS(kataba al-talibu al-darsa) — “The student wrote the lesson.”
11. Example: 35 &l Y(ya talibu ijtahid) — <O student, work hard.”

12. Example: aMi o X (‘indi thalathatu aqlamin) — “I have three pens.”

13. Example: #l W) S8al(imtala’a al-ind’u ma’an) — “The vessel was filled with water.”

14. Example: 3 &lee(‘amiltu bijiddin) — “I worked diligently.”
Long-Answer Questions

15. Basic response: The agent is the doer of the action in a verbal sentence, marked by the
nominative case.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that the agent is central to sentence
meaning, and its placement after the verb reflects Arabic’s verb—subject—object structure, which
differs from English.

16. Basic response: Vocative particles introduce direct address, with ya being the most common.
Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by explaining how vocatives are used
in Qur’anic verses, poetry, and formal speech to convey respect, urgency, or emphasis.

17. Basic response: Specification clarifies meaning by removing ambiguity, whether in numbers,
descriptions, or comparisons.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that tamyiz demonstrates the precision of
Arabic grammar, ensuring clarity in both everyday speech and classical texts, and is vital for
accurate translation.

18. Basic response: Adverbs add detail about time, place, or manner, enriching the meaning of
sentences.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by showing how adverbs contribute to
stylistic variation, narrative detail, and rhetorical emphasis in Arabic literature and

communication.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5]

Part 5.1 The agent in Arabic sentences

e The noun or pronoun that performs the action of the verb.

e Nominative case.

e Alif followed by niin.
o (ol QY &3S(kataba al-talibu al-darsa) — “The student wrote the lesson.”
o (salall (i@’ a al-mu ‘allimiina) — “The teachers came.”

Part 5.2 The vocative in Arabic sentences

e A grammatical construction used to directly address someone or something.
o Ya(L).

o Ayyuha (‘&) and Ayyatuha («).

o e alxa b(ya muallimu ‘allimni) — “O teacher, teach me.”

e Nominative case.
Part 5.3 Specification (tamyiz) in Arabic sentences

e A noun in the accusative case that clarifies or specifies the meaning of a preceding word or
phrase.
e Accusative case.

e Numerical, descriptive, and comparative specification.

a8} &G g ie(‘indi thalathatu aglamin) — “1 have three pens.”

o 3l s Madl(imtala a al-ind v ma’an) — “The vessel was filled with water.”
Part 5.4 Adverbs in Arabic sentences

e A noun in the accusative case that describes the circumstances of an action.
e  Accusative case.

e | Adverbs of time, place, and manner.

o Wlwa &ai(dhahabtu sabdahan) — “I went in the morning.”

o Bl Gl Gwda(jalastu tahta al-shajarati) — “1 sat under the tree.”
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References and Attributions [Series 5]

This section provides references and attributions for Series 5: The Agent, Vocative, Specification and
Adverbs in Arabic, including sources cited in the instructional content, illustration details, and suggested

open educational resources (OERSs).

General References

e Haywood, J. A., & Nahmad, H. M. (1965). A New Arabic Grammar of the Written Language.
Lund Humpbhries.

¢ Ryding, K. C. (2005). 4 Reference Grammar of Modern Standard Arabic. Cambridge University
Press.

e Versteegh, K. (1997). The Arabic Linguistic Tradition. Routledge.

o  Wehr, H. (1994). 4 Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic (J. M. Cowan, Ed.). Spoken Language

Services.

Illustrations

Figure 5.1 Structure of a verbal sentence with agent
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing verb, agent, and object in an Arabic
verbal sentence with case markers.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.

o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar agent in verbal sentence diagram OER”.

Table 5.1 Case markers for agents in Arabic
o _Al-generated prompt: “Create a table showing nominative case markers for Arabic agents
in singular, dual, and plural forms.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar agent nominative case markers table

OER”.

Box 5.1 Examples of agents in Arabic sentences
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box showing examples of agents in Arabic verbal
sentences with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.

o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar agent examples verbal sentences OER”.

Figure 5.2 Structure of the vocative in Arabic
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o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing the vocative particle ‘ya’ and the
addressed noun in Arabic sentences.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar vocative particle ya diagram OER”.
Table 5.2 Common vocative particles in Arabic
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table showing vocative particles in Arabic with examples
and their functions.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar vocative particles table OER”.
Box 5.2 Examples of vocative expressions in Arabic
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box showing examples of vocative expressions in
Arabic sentences with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar vocative expressions examples OER”.
Figure 5.3 Structure of specification in Arabic
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing how tamy1z clarifies meaning in Arabic
sentences with numbers.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar tamyiz specification diagram OER”.
Table 5.3 Types of specification in Arabic sentences
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table showing types of tamyiz (specification) in Arabic
with examples and translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o /Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar tamyiz types table OER”.
Box 5.3 Examples of specification in Arabic sentences
o. Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box showing examples of tamyiz (specification) in
Arabic sentences with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar tamyiz specification examples OER”.
Figure 5.4 Structure of a sentence with adverb
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a diagram showing verb, subject, and adverb in Arabic
sentences with case markers.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.

o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar adverb sentence diagram OER”.
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e Table 5.4 Types of adverbs in Arabic sentences
o Al-generated prompt: “Create a table showing types of adverbs in Arabic sentences with
examples and translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar adverbs types table OER”.
e Box 5.4 Examples of adverbs in Arabic sentences
o Al-generated prompt: “Generate a text box showing examples of adverbs in Arabic
sentences with translations.”
o Tool/platform: Microsoft Copilot image generation.

o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar adverbs examples sentences OER”.
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