lLa—ne't

La-Net

6ybliallg adill : 5 pll g2l

ARA 410

SELECTED TOPICS
IN ARABIC
GRAMMAR

ol el Ll Sall
yol=oll

£ Download on the

@& App Store 4

Course video is available on our app lanetonline.com

o

o/
MET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS

.-



Course code: ARA 410
Course title: Selected Topics in Arabic Grammar
Course credit load: 2 Units
Series 1 Critical Approaches to Arabic Grammar
e Part 1: Foundations of Critical Approaches
o 1.1 Definition and scope of s~ &l (critical grammar)
o 1.2 Historical background of Arabic grammatical criticism
o 1.3 Importance of adopting a critical lens in grammar studies
o Part 2: Analytical Tools in Arabic Grammar
o 2.1 Key concepts: sal(syntax), «ixall(morphology), and their critical evaluation
o 2.2 Comparative methods in analysing grammatical opinions
o 2.3 Fill-in-the-blank ITQs to reinforce recall of terms
e Part 3: Case Studies of Critical Approaches
o 3.1 Selected/critiques from Ibn Madha’ (b 4l
o 3.2 Examples of modern scholarly debates on grammar
o 3.3 Applicationof critical approaches to sample Arabic texts
o Part 4: Implications of Critical Approaches
o 4.1 Impact on teaching and learning Arabic grammar
o 4.2 Influence on contemporary linguistic thought

o 4.3 Advantages and limitations of (s =il aaill
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Introduction

Arabic grammar, known as (=24 $aill, has long been regarded as the backbone of the Arabic
language. It provides the rules that govern how words are formed and connected, ensuring clarity
and precision in communication. Yet, throughout history, scholars have not always agreed-on the
best way to approach these rules. Some have questioned the rigidity of traditional methods, while
others have defended them strongly. This Series invites you to step into that critical space, where
grammar is not only studied but also examined, debated, and challenged. By engaging with these
perspectives, you will begin to appreciate why (s s> 38l (critical grammar) remains. central to

both classical and modern discussions of Arabic.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to critically analyse Arabic grammar, to
evaluate scholarly arguments, and to apply these approaches to selected texts. In doing so, you
will develop a deeper awareness of how grammar functions not only as a set of rules but also as a

field of intellectual debate.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the foundations of s~ 3l including its
definition, scope, and historical background. Next, we will move on to the analytical tools that
enable us to examine grammar critically, focusing on concepts such as s>ll(syntax) and il
(morphology). Following that, we will consider ease studies, beginning with Ibn Madha’ (b 4l
and extending to modern scholarly debates. Finally, we will wrap up by discussing the
implications of adopting critical approaches, particularly their impact on teaching, learning, and
contemporary linguistic thought. This progression will allow you to build a structured

understanding of critical approaches to Arabic grammar, step by step.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e - SLO 1.1 define s~ &l (critical grammar) and explain its scope within Arabic

grammar studies,

e SLO 1.2 analyse the historical background of Arabic grammatical criticism and its
relevance to 2!l s>l

-
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e SLO 1.3 explain and apply analytical tools such as saill(syntax) and «»al((morphology)

in evaluating scholarly arguments,

e SLO 1.4 evaluate selected case studies, including critiques by Ibn Madha’ k4 and

modern scholars, to demonstrate how critical approaches are applied to Arabic textsyand

e SLO 1.5 assess the implications of adopting (s s> 2l for teaching, learning, and

contemporary linguistic thought.

1.1 Foundations Of Critical Approaches
1.1.1 Definition and scope of (s sall i)

The term 9l Sd)(critical grammar) refers to the systematic evaluation of Arabic grammatical
rules, methods, and traditions. It involves questioning the assumptions of earlier grammarians,
identifying inconsistencies, and proposing alternative interpretations. In this context, 23l means
“criticism” or “evaluation”, while s~ refers to “syntax™, the study of how words are arranged to
form meaningful sentences. Together, s~ 388 highlights the intellectual practice of examining
grammar beyond memorisation, encouraging learners to think critically about why rules exist

and how they function.

Fill in the blank: s~ 281l jg the practice of systematically Arabic grammatical rules and

traditions.

-
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Figure 1.1 Relationship between criticism and grammar in Arabic studies

1.1.2 Historical background of Arabic grammatical criticism

Arabic grammar has a long and rich history, beginning with early scholars such as sl ¢y Ju1ad)
¢ 8l(Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi) and 4sss(Sibawayh). Their works laid the
foundation for classical grammar, but later scholars began to question the rigidity of these rules.
For example, Ibn Madha’ k.3 argued that some grammatical complexities were unnecessary
and hindered learners. This historical debate shows that s s>l 28l is not a modern invention but

part of a continuous scholarly tradition.

Fill in the blank: Ibn Madha® b _2) believed that certain grammatical were unnecessary

and‘burdensome for learners.
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Plate 1.1 Early Arabic grammatical manuseripts

1.1.3 Importance of adopting a critical lens in grammar studies

Adopting a critical lens in grammar studies allows learners to move beyond rote memorisation. It
encourages them to analyse why certain rules exist, to evaluate whether they are practical, and to
apply them thoughtfully in both classical and modern contexts. For example, when studying

< _=Y)(declension), learners canask whether the traditional rules still serve communication
effectively today. This reflective approach strengthens both linguistic competence and

intellectual independence.

Fill in the blank: Studying </_eY! critically helps learners to evaluate whether traditional rules

still serve effectively today.
Benefit Description
Encourages deeper Learners critically examine grammatical structures instead of
analysis of rules relying on rote memorization.
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Connects classical and Bridges traditional Arabic grammar with contemporary linguistic
modern contexts approaches, making learning more relevant.

Promotes independent Fosters analytical skills and autonomy, empowering learners to
thinking question, adapt, and apply grammar in diverse contexts.

Box 1.1 Benefits of adopting cs.s=ill il

Pilot questions 1.1
1. s~ sl refers to the systematic evaluation of which aspect of Arabic studies?
2. Who were two early scholars that laid the foundation of Arabic grammar?
3. Which scholar argued that some grammatical ecomplexities were unnecessary?
4. What is the main benefit of adopting a critical lens in studying <!_s¥1?

5. Fill in the blank: s~ 383 encourages learners to think about grammar rules.

1.2 Analytical Tools In Arabic.Grammar
1.2.1 Key concepts: s>l and <& )

The study of Arabic grammar relies heavily on two fundamental disciplines: $>\(syntax) and

< pall(morphology).. s>ilrefers to the rules that govern how words are arranged in sentences,
ensuring clarity and meaning. For example, the placement of JeWl (subject) and 4 J =il (object)
determines the structure of a sentence. < »all, on the other hand, deals with the internal structure
of words, including how roots are modified to create different forms such as verbs, nouns, and
adjectives. Together, these two tools provide the foundation for analysing and evaluating

grammatical arguments.

Fill in the blank: While =3 focuses on sentence structure, <s_»<!l focuses on the of

words.

-
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Figure 1.2 Relationship between syntax and morphology

1.2.2 Comparative methods in analysing grammatical opinions

Critical approaches often require comparing the views of different scholars. For instance, while
43 suw (STbawayh) emphasised strict adherence to grammatical rules, Ibn Madha’ b3 argued
for simplification. By placing these opinions side by side, learners can evaluate the strengths and
weaknesses of each. Comparative analysis involves identifying points of agreement, areas of
conflict, and the practical implications of each view. This method helps learners to appreciate

that grammar is not static but dynamic, shaped by scholarly debate.

Fill in the blank: Tbn Madha’ 2k Al argued for in Arabic grammar, while Sibawayh

emphasised strict adherence to rules.

Scholar Approach Key Outcome
Stbawayh Advocated strict adherence to Established a highly systematic
grammatical rules, codified in his framework that shaped classical
seminal work A/-Kitab. Arabic grammar and linguistic
tradition.

-
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Ibn Madha’ Criticized excessive complexity, Sparked debates on accessibility,
calling for simplification and pedagogy, and the balance between
practical use of grammar. tradition and practicality in Arabic

grammar.

Comparative Their contrasting views highlight the | This debate continues to influence

Outcome tension between preserving tradition | modern discussions on Arabic

and adapting grammar for practical

teaching.

linguistics and OER-based
pedagogy.

Box 1.2 Comparative views of Sibawayh and Ibn Madha’

1.2.3 Fill-in-the-blank ITQs to reinforce recall of terms

To strengthen your grasp of these analytical tools, consider the following practice:

o il deals with structure.

o b all deals with formation.

o Comparative analysis involves identifying points of and among scholars.
Tool Definition Example
il (syntax) Rules governing sentence structure | 4 J szdall y Jelall s 53

< _pall (morphology)

Rules governing word formation

S () S 3l Jy g

Table/1.1 Key analytical tools in Arabic grammar

Pilot questions 1.2

1. What does s~ primarily focus on in Arabic grammar?

2. What does < »=ll primarily focus on in Arabic grammar?

3. Which scholar argued for simplification of grammar?

-
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4. Which scholar emphasised strict adherence to rules?

5. Fill in the blank: Comparative analysis involves identifying points of and

among scholars.

1.3 Case Studies Of Critical Approaches
1.3.1 Selected critiques from Ibn Madha’ b 3l

One of the most significant figures in the history of s~ 2aill (critical grammar) is sbéaa (x)
b Al (Ibn Madha’ al-Qurtubi). He challenged the complexity of traditional Arabic grammar,
arguing that many rules were unnecessarily burdensome for learners. For example, he criticised
the excessive reliance on Jedl(governing agent), which refers tothe word or element that
determines the grammatical case of another word. Ibn Madha’ believed that such concepts
created confusion rather than clarity. His work represents an early attempt to simplify grammar

and make it more accessible to students.

Fill in the blank: Ibn Madha® k3 criticised the excessive reliance on the concept of in

Arabic grammar.

Critique Explanation Pedagogical Impact

Rejection of the Ibn Madha argued that the idea of | Simplifies grammar by

concept of Jalal) “agents” controlling grammatical | removing metaphysical

(governing agent) changes was unnecessary and constructs, making rules more
overly abstract. straightforward.

Simplification of He sought to reduce the Creates a more accessible

grammatical rules complexity of syntax, eliminating | framework for learners,
redundant categories and especially beginners.
exceptions.

-
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Focus on learner His reforms emphasized clarity Promotes inclusive learning,

accessibility and practical application over aligning with modern OER
rigid adherence to tradition. goals of usability and
adaptability.

Box 1.3 Ibn Madha’s key critiques

1.3.2 Examples of modern scholarly debates on grammar

Modern scholars such as ¢ ~aal(Ahmad Amin) and <iwa 2 $d(Shawqi Daif) continued the
discussion by calling for the easing of Arabic grammar. Ahmad Amin argued that grammar
should serve communication rather than hinder it, while Shawqt Daif emphasised the need to
adapt grammar to modern educational contexts. These debates highlight the tension between
tradition and practicality. On one side, scholars defend the integrity of classical grammar, while

on the other, reformists seek to make grammarmore aceessible to contemporary learners.

Fill in the blank: Ahmad Amin believed that grammar should serve ~ rather than hinder it.
Scholar Position Contribution
Ol 2al (Ahmad Amin) | Grammar should serve communication Advocated
simplification
Cana 8 o (Shawdqi Grammar should adapt to modern Proposed easing rules
Daif) education

Table d.2 Modern scholarly debates on Arabic grammar

1.3.3 Application of critical approaches to sample Arabic texts

Applying s~ a1l to actual Arabic texts allows learners to see how theory translates into
practice. For example, consider the sentence:

4oyl ) Gdlall sla(The student came to the school).

Traditional grammar explains this using the concept of Jalall, where #> (came) governs Uall

-
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(the student) as the subject. A critical approach, however, might question whether such reliance
on Jal is necessary, suggesting instead that meaning can be derived directly from word order
and context. This application demonstrates how critical perspectives can reshape our

understanding of even simple sentences.

Fill in the blank: In the sentence 4w 2l N Qlall 2ls ) traditional grammar explains the subject

using the concept of

TRADITIONAL ANALYSIS (s ol 1) | | CRITICAL ANALYSIS (s Jula3) |
duyaall L) it ela

¥ A4

(Verb/dad/sla) #la (Action/Movement)
| ! v ; ]
i 3 L8/ iallial) wulualy
eyl (Subject/gs2e Joli/llial)) K I ) o /l alali(Agent/Learner) | sla
(Sl ad) [ (Preposition/_a dia) V (o» i) Al \i s (Direction/Goal) | ellaly
¥ ¥
|‘—’| (Genitive Noun/_.g_aa awl) | I 4 aad (Institution/Context) |<—J
: Outcome: Focus on
gragg:gz?j-si?ucciir%nand COMPARISON: Structure meaning, agency, power
case endings (I'rab) vs. Meaning & Context dynamics, and social
’ context.

Figure 1.3 Traditional and critical analysis of a sample Arabic sentence

Pilot questions 1.3
1. ~Which concept did Ibn Madha’ bl reject as unnecessarily complex?
2.. Which modern scholar argued that grammar should serve communication?
3. Which modern scholar emphasised adapting grammar to modern education?

4. In the sentence 4wl ) QdUall els) what concept is used in traditional grammar to

explain the subject?

5. Fill in the blank: Critical approaches to grammar encourage learners to derive meaning

directly from and context.

-
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1.4 Implications Of Critical Approaches
1.4.1 Impact on teaching and learning Arabic grammar

Adopting s>l Ail)(critical grammar) has significant implications for teaching and learning.
Traditional methods often emphasised memorisation of rules, such as <=!_=¥! (declension),
without questioning their practical value. A critical approach encourages learners to ask why
rules exist and whether they serve communication effectively. This shift promotes active
learning, where students engage with grammar as a living system rather than a rigid framework.
Teachers who adopt this perspective can design lessons that balance respect for tradition with

responsiveness to learners’ needs.

Fill in the blank: A critical approach to grammar encouragesdearners to ask why rules exist and

whether they serve effectively.

ARABIC GRAMMAR LEARNING:

MEMORISATION vs. CRITICAL ENGAGEMENT
i —

WHY DO RULES EXIST?
(lllah & Hikmah)

MEMORISE,
REPEAT,
RECALL

CERTIFICATE

~ 0 P Bl < o
: DEEP UNDERSTANDING
S 1 l[ APPLICATION,
KNOWLEDGE /"\ o | INNOVATION'
Focus on ‘WHAT': Knowing the rules and " Focus on ‘WHY": Understanding the rationale, ‘
exceptions through repetition. historical context and I|ngu|st|c functlon

Figure 1.4 Traditional versus critical approaches in teaching grammar

1.4.2 Influence on contemporary linguistic thought

Critical approaches have also influenced modern linguistic thought. Scholars who question rigid

rules often highlight the flexibility of Arabic as a language. For example, debates about

-
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simplifying <I_eY) show that grammar can evolve to meet the needs of contemporary speakers.
This perspective aligns with broader linguistic theories that view language as dynamic and
adaptable. By engaging with (s s>l 311l ]earners can connect Arabic grammar to global

discussions in linguistics, making their study more relevant and interdisciplinary.

Fill in the blank: Modern linguistic theories often view language as and adaptable.

CRITICAL APPROACH
ES TO ARAl
GRAMMAR: BEYOND THE RULESBK:

U_\A\.ﬂ\ g._x_)';M

Plate 1.2 Contemporary approaches to teaching Arabic grammar

1.4.3 Advantages-and limitations of s =il il

While s~ 381l offers many benefits, such as promoting clarity and accessibility, it also has
limitations. Simplifying grammar may risk losing some of the richness and precision of classical
Arabic. For example, removing detailed rules of <l_e¥) could make texts less exact in meaning.
Therefore, scholars must balance the advantages of accessibility with the need to preserve
linguistic heritage. Learners should be aware that critical approaches are not about rejecting

tradition entirely but about evaluating which aspects remain useful today.

Fill in the blank: Simplifying grammar may risk losing some of the and precision of

classical Arabic.
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Aspect

Details

Implications

Advantage: Promotes

clarity and accessibility

Simplifies complex
grammatical concepts for

learners.

Makes grammar more
approachable, especially for

beginners and non-specialists:

Advantage: Encourages

active learning

Learners engage critically
with rules rather than

memorizing them.

Builds analytical skills and deeper

understanding of language use.

Advantage: Connects
grammar to modern

contexts

Bridges classical frameworks
with contemporary linguistic

needs.

Enhances relevance in education,
aligning with OER goals of
adaptability.

Limitation: Risk of
losing linguistic

richness

Simplification may omit
nuanced features of Arabic

grammar.

Could reduce appreciation of the

language’s depth and heritage.

Limitation: Potential

reduction in precision

Critical approaches may
prioritize accessibility over

exactness.

May lead to ambiguity in

advanced linguistic analysis.

Limitation: Possible

tension with tradition

Reformist views challenge
long-standing grammatical

frameworks.

Sparks debate between preserving

heritage and modernizing

pedagogy.

Box 1.4 Advantages and limitations of s s>l 24ill

Pilot questions 1.4

1. What is the main benefit of adopting (s s>l 3l in teaching Arabic grammar?

2. How do critical approaches influence contemporary linguistic thought?

3. What risk is associated with simplifying <= ¥1?

-
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4. Fill in the blank: Critical approaches to grammar aim to balance accessibility with

preserving

5. What is one limitation of s~ 33 mentioned in this Part?
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Series summary

This Series has introduced you to the foundations and significance of ) Sil(critical
grammar) within Arabic studies. We began by defining its scope and tracing its historical
background, showing how scholars such as Ibn Madha’ b 4l questioned traditional rules: We
then examined the analytical tools of $il(syntax) and «i»all(morphology), followedby
comparative methods for evaluating scholarly opinions. Case studies highlighted eritiques from
Ibn Madha’ and modern debates by Ahmad Amin and Shawqi Daif, while practical applications
demonstrated how critical approaches can reshape the analysis of Arabictexts. Finally, we
explored the implications of adopting s s~ 231l considering its impact on teaching, learning, and

contemporary linguistic thought, as well as its advantages and limitations.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define ¢s s>l 281l and explain its scope
(SLO 1.1), analyse its historical background (SLO 1.2),apply analytical tools such as s~il and

s pall (SLO 1.3), evaluate case studies from classical and modern scholars (SLO 1.4), and assess
the broader implications of critical approaches for Arabic grammar and linguistics (SLO 1.5).
These outcomes provide you with a structured foundation for engaging critically with Arabic

grammar, preparing you for deeper exploration in the subsequent Series.

Glossary of terms

e =Y (declension): The system of marking the grammatical case of words in Arabic,

usually through changes in vowel endings.

o Jall (governing agent): A grammatical concept in traditional Arabic grammar referring

to the word or element that determines the case or form of another word.

o il (syntax): The branch of Arabic grammar concerned with sentence structure and the

arrangement of words to form meaningful expressions.

o sl &l (critical grammar): The practice of evaluating and questioning Arabic
grammatical rules, traditions, and methods to identify strengths, weaknesses, and possible

simplifications.

-
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o «ipall (morphology): The branch of Arabic grammar that studies the internal structure of
words, including how roots are modified to form different patterns such as verbs, nouns,

and adjectives.

e 4usx (Stbawayh): An early and influential Arabic grammarian whose work laid the

foundation for classical grammar, emphasising strict adherence to rules.

o (b Al glaa &l (Ibn Madha’ al-Qurtubl): A medieval scholar who criticised the

complexity of traditional grammar and advocated for simplification to aid learners.

e (mal 2aaf (Ahmad Amin): A modern scholar who argued that grammar should serve

communication rather than hinder it.

o iua A4 (Shawgqi Daif): A modern scholar who emphasised adapting Arabic grammar

to suit contemporary educational contexts.

Concept check questions [Series 1]
Objective questions

1. s~ @il refers to the systematic evaluation of which aspect of Arabic studies? (Linked
to SLO 1.1)

2. Who was the scholar that rejected the concept of J«l=ll in Arabic grammar? (Linked to
SLO 1.2)

3. Which branch of Arabic grammar deals with word formation and modification of roots?

(Linked to SLO 1.3)

4. Ahmad Amin argued that grammar should serve rather than hinder it. (Linked to
SLO 1.4)
5./ Simplifying grammar may risk losing some of the and precision of classical

Arabic. (Linked to SLO 1.5)
Short-answer questions

-
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6. Define <2 »<!l and provide one example of how a root word can be modified. (Linked to

SLO 1.3)
7. Explain why Ibn Madha’ k4l criticised the reliance on Jalal, (Linked to SLO 1.2)

8. Describe one implication of adopting (s s~ a1l for teaching Arabic grammar. (Linked to
SLO 1.5)

Long-answer questions

9. Analyse the differences between the views of Sibawayh and Ibn Madha’ k.4, and
evaluate how their positions reflect the tension between tradition and simplification.

(Linked to SLO 1.4)

10. Assess the advantages and limitations of 3 23l and discuss how these might

influence the future of Arabic grammar studies. (Linked to SLO 1.5)

Answers to concept check questions [Series 1]
Objective questions

1. Arabic grammar rules-and traditions.

2. Ibn Madha’ b a3,

3. <all (morphology).

4. Communication.

5./ Richness.
Short-answer questions

6. < »all is the study of word formation. For example, the root <€ can be modified into <\S

(writer).
7. Tbn Madha’ argued that Jl2ll created unnecessary complexity and confusion for learners.
8. It encourages active learning by prompting students to question rules and apply them

-

thoughtfully.
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Long-answer questions

9. Basic response: Sibawayh emphasised strict adherence to grammatical rules, while Ibn
Madha’ k&) sought simplification by rejecting concepts such as J«lxll. Their positions
highlight the tension between preserving tradition and making grammar accessible:
Value-added response: Beyond the Series, this debate reflects broader linguistic issues
of prescriptive versus descriptive approaches. Sibawayh’s strictness ensured eonsistency,
while Ibn Madha’s reformist stance anticipated modern educational needs, showing how

grammar evolves with societal demands.

10. Basic response: s~ 2l offers advantages such as clarity, accessibility, and active
learning, but risks losing linguistic richness and precision.
Value-added response: Outstanding learners may note that these implications extend to
language policy and pedagogy. Simplification.could make Arabic more accessible
globally, but preserving classical structures ensures continuity of heritage. Balancing

these factors will shape the future of Arabic grammar studies.

-

MET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1]

Part 1: Foundations of Critical Approaches
1. Arabic grammar rules and traditions.
2. sl sl o A8 and 4 s,
3. Ibn Madha’ (b4l
4. Effective communication.
5. Critically.

Part 2: Analytical Tools in Arabic Grammar
1. Sentence structure.
2. Word formation.
3. Ibn Madha’ b,
4. Sibawayh.
5. Agreement and disagreement.

Part 3: Case Studies of Critical Approaches
1. Jdaladl,
2. AhmadAmin.
3. Shawqi Daif.
4, Jal,
5. Wortd order.

Part 4: Implications of Critical Approaches
1. It promotes active learning and clarity in teaching.
2. They highlight the flexibility and adaptability of Arabic grammar.
3. Losing linguistic richness and precision.

-
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4. Linguistic heritage.

5. Possible reduction in precision and tension with tradition.
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References and Attributions [Series 1]
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Illustration attributions
o Figure 1.1 Relationship between criticism and grammar in Arabic studies

o Al prompt: “Generate a simple diagram showing s>l a3l and <i_all connected

in a triangular relationship with arrows indicating evaluation and analysis.”
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar criticism diagram OER.”
e Plate 1.1 Early Arabic grammatical manuscripts

o Al prompt: “Generate an image of an ancient Arabic manuscript page with

handwritten grammar notes in classical calligraphy.”

o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar manuscript OER image.”
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o Box 1.1 Benefits of adopting ss>ill 2l

o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising three benefits of adopting critical

grammar approaches in Arabic.”
o Suggested OER search string: “critical grammar benefits Arabic OER.”
o Figure 1.2 Relationship between syntax and morphology

o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing syntax (s>i) and morphology (“_-=l)
as two overlapping circles with examples of sentence structure and word

formation.”
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic syntax morphology diagram OER.”
e Box 1.2 Comparative views of Sibawayh and Ibn Madha’

o Al prompt: “Generate a text’box summarising comparative views of Stbawayh

and Ibn Madha’ on Arabic grammar.”

o Suggested OER search string: “Sibawayh Ibn Madha comparative grammar
OER.”

e Table 1.1 Key analytical tools in-Arabic grammar

o Al prompt: “Generate a simple table showing syntax and morphology with

definitions and examples in Arabic.”

o [ Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar syntax morphology table OER.”

e Box 1.3 Ibn Madha’s key critiques

o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising Ibn Madha’s critiques of traditional

Arabic grammar.”
o Suggested OER search string: “Ibn Madha Arabic grammar critique OER.”
e Table 1.2 Modern scholarly debates on Arabic grammar

o Al prompt: “Generate a table comparing Ahmad Amin and Shawqt Daif’s

positions on Arabic grammar.”

-
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o Suggested OER search string: “Ahmad Amin Shawqi Daif Arabic grammar
debate OER.”

o Figure 1.3 Traditional and critical analysis of a sample Arabic sentence

o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram comparing traditional and critical analysis of the
Arabic sentence 4wyl J) Gllall els >

o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar traditional vs critical analysis
OER.”

o Figure 1.4 Traditional versus critical approaches in teaching grammar

o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram comparing traditional memorisation of Arabic

grammar rules with critical engagement that asks why rules exist.”
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar teaching methods OER diagram.”
e Plate 1.2 Contemporary approaches to teaching Arabic grammar

o Al prompt: “Generate an image of a modern classroom with students learning

Arabic grammar interactively using critical approaches.”
o Suggested OER search string: “Arabic grammar modern classroom OER image.”

e Box 1.4 Advantages and limitations of s>/l 231/

o Al prompt: “Generate a text box listing advantages and limitations of critical

grammar approaches in Arabic.”

o Suggested OER search string: “advantages limitations critical Arabic grammar
OER.”

-
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Series 2: Scholarly Perspectives on Arabic Grammar
Part 1: Classical Scholars and Their Contributions
e 2.1.1 45 (Sibawayh) and LS/
o 2.1.2 gl il seal by QAN and early grammatical foundations
e 2.1.3 3 udl and later refinements in s~
Part 2: Medieval Critiques and Developments
o 2.2.1 bl elas ) and rejection of Jalall
e 2.2.2 s 3l and his grammatical interpretations in <L/
o 2.2.3 s ¥l i ol and systematic approaches in el iz
Part 3: Modern Scholarly Perspectives
e 2.3.1 il 2ead and calls for simplification
o 2.3.2 «aun Al and adaptation to contemporary education
o 2.3.3 (s 4daand broader linguistic-cultural critiques
Part 4: Comparative Evaluation of Scholarly Views
e 2.4.1 Points of convergence among classical and modern scholars
e 2.4.2 Areas of divergence and debate

e 2.4.3 Implications for contemporary Arabic grammar studies

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored s> ill(critical grammar) and examined how scholars have
questioned and evaluated traditional rules. Building on that foundation, this Series turns our

attention to the perspectives of major scholars across different periods. By studying their

-
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contributions, critiques, and debates, you will gain a clearer understanding of how Arabic
grammar has evolved as both a discipline and a tradition. This exploration is essential because it
connects you directly to the intellectual heritage of Arabic linguistics and shows how scholarly

voices have shaped the way grammar is taught and understood.

The aim of this Series is to familiarise you with the views of key scholars, both classical and
modern, and to enable you to critically evaluate their contributions to Arabic grammar. By the
end of the Series, you will be able to identify major scholarly positions, compare their

arguments, and assess their relevance to contemporary studies.

We shall commence this Series by examining the contributions of classical scholars such as 4 sus
and ! 4l 2l oy A8 followed by later refinements from 2usll. Next, we will move on to
medieval critiques and developments, focusing on Ibn Madha’ (s diss 31 | sk jll and lia op)
k=¥l Subsequently, we will consider modern perspectives, including the calls for
simplification by ol 2eal, the educational adaptations of < 8 53, and the broader cultural
critiques of U 4k, Finally, we will wrap up by evaluating points of convergence and
divergence among these scholars, drawing out the implications for contemporary Arabic
grammar studies. This progression will allow you to appreciate the scholarly dialogue that has

shaped 221l s~ across centuries.

Series Learning Qutcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

o SLO 2.1describe the contributions of classical scholars such as eal ¢ Jdall 45500

sl il and 2l to the development of (al) =il

e SLO 2.2 analyse the critiques and innovations of medieval scholars including sbas o)

Lﬁ)&;“_)s‘ "ﬁ.}aﬂ\’ and g)‘mﬁ“?‘ e\.&h C)'.“,

¢ SLO 2.3 explain the perspectives of modern scholars such as <iua 8 s Gl 2aal, and 4k

U on the teaching and simplification of Arabic grammar,

e SLO 2.4 evaluate points of convergence and divergence among classical, medieval, and

modern scholarly views, and
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e SLO 2.5 assess the implications of these scholarly perspectives for contemporary studies

of () sadll,

2.1 Classical Scholars And Their Contributions
2.1.1 453 (STbawayh) and U</

One of the most influential figures in Arabic grammar is 43sx(Sibawayh), whose monumental
work <lSkemains a cornerstone of 22l s=ill, QUsllis considered the first comprehensive
grammar of Arabic, systematically organising rules of syntax and morphology. Sibawayh
introduced concepts such as <! ¥ (declension) and emphasised the role of Jalall (governing
agent) in determining case endings. His approach established a rigorous framework that shaped

subsequent generations of grammarians.

Fill in the blank: 43 su’s —Li%fs regarded as the first comprehensive of Arabic.

Plate 2.1 Manuscript of Sl'bawayh s )

2.1.2 )l 2aa) ¢ JAY and early grammatical foundations

Daa)
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Another foundational scholar is 538 8! saal & JAAN(Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi),
renowned for his contributions to both grammar and lexicography. He is credited with
developing the first Arabic dictionary, Kitab al- ‘Ayn, and with pioneering the study of prosody
(=54l ale). In grammar, Al-Khalil laid groundwork for systematic analysis of roots and

patterns, which later influenced —s_»<!' (morphology). His emphasis on linguistic structure helped

establish Arabic grammar as a scientific discipline.

Fill in the blank: ) &l aeal oy Jalal is credited with compiling the first Arabic , Kitab
al-"Ayn.

! AL-KHALIL IBN AHMAD AL-FARAHIDI: FOUNi)ATIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS

First Arabic Dictionary
Root-based Organization
Phonetic Arrangement

Systematized Arabic Meter
Circles of Arud ‘
Rhythmic Patterns

Syntactic Structures
Descriptive Analysis
Foundational Concepts

Figure 2.1 Contributions of Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi

2.1.3 22l and later refinements in s>l

3 2l(Al-Mubarrad) was a later classical grammarian who refined many of the ideas introduced
by Sibawayh. His work <uaidprovided detailed explanations of grammatical rules and offered
clarifications on points of debate. Al-Mubarrad’s contributions reflect the ongoing scholarly
effort to preserve, refine, and expand upon the foundations of Arabic grammar. He is often

remembered for his precise analysis and his role in consolidating the Basran school of grammar.
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Fill in the blank: 2 xll’s

—uaiidis a key work that refined and clarified many of the rules

introduced by

Contribution Explanation Impact

Authored al- One of his most important works, Became a foundational text in

Mugqtadab offering detailed grammatical Arabic grammar, widely studied
analysis and commentary. in the Basran tradition.

Clarified Engaged with complex issues Helped resolve ambiguities and

grammatical raised by earlier grammarians, provided systematic

debates including Stbawayh. interpretations of rules.

Consolidated the As a leading figure of the Basran Strengthened the Basran

Basran school of

school, he defended and refined its

tradition, ensuring its dominance

grammar, lexicography, and

literature.

grammar principles against the Kufan in classical Arabic linguistic
school. thought.
Authored al-Kamil | A comprehensive work covering Preserved a wealth of linguistic

and literary knowledge,

influencing later scholars.

Box 2.1 Key contributions of x|

Pilot questions 2.1

I.° What is the title of Stbawayh’s foundational grammar work?

2.. Who compiled the first Arabic dictionary, Kitab al- ‘Ayn?

3. Which scholar pioneered the study of prosody (u=s_ ! ale)?

4. What is the title of 2,xI’s major grammatical work?

5. Fill in the blank: Al-Mubarrad consolidated the

-
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2.2 Medieval Critiques And Developments

2.2.1 (kA sl () and rejection of Jatal)

One of the most notable medieval voices in Arabic grammar was (b Al slaa (pi(Ibn Madha’

al-Qurtubi1). He strongly criticised the complexity of traditional grammar, particularly the

concept of Jad)(governing agent), which assigns grammatical case endings based on external

factors. Ibn Madha’ argued that such reliance created unnecessary difficulty fordearners and

distracted from the natural flow of the language. His work s/ e 2 J(Refutation of the

Grammarians) represents a bold attempt to simplify grammar and make it more accessible.

Fill in the blank: Ibn Madha’ k_3 rejected the concept of because he believed it

created unnecessary difficulty for learners.

changes were caused by

abstract “agents.”

Contribution Explanation Impact
Criticised reliance on He rejected the traditional Simplified the theoretical
Jalli(governing agent) concept that grammatical framework, reducing

metaphysical complexity in

grammar.

Advocated simplification | Proposed eliminating
of grammar rules redundant categories and
exceptions to make grammar

more practical.

Made grammar more
accessible for learners and
teachers, especially in non-

specialist contexts.

Authored al-Radd ‘ala al- | His major work systematically
Nuhdat (Refutation of the | challenged the dominant

Grammarians) Basran tradition.

Established him as a reformist
grammarian, influencing later
debates on pedagogy and

accessibility.

Box 2.2 Ibn Madha’s contributions

2.2.2 s a3l and his grammatical interpretations in «ild<//

-
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¢ 4 3ll(Al-Zamakhshar) was a prominent scholar whose work —iLiSlcombined grammar with
Qur’anic exegesis. He applied grammatical analysis to interpret meanings in the Qur’an, showing
how syntax and morphology could illuminate theological and linguistic insights. His approach
demonstrates the close relationship between grammar and tafsir (interpretation).
Al-Zamakhshari’s emphasis on precision in language reinforced the importance of grammar in

understanding sacred texts.

Fill in the blank: ¢ i3 3)’s —iliflfs a work that combines grammar with

,A_.;,,h««-—.;—uu )
il b o e M
a2,

S AT S N s s i ST N
P o v) ,

S GRS )
e @38 B 6 R Ve

-')'.,» TP Sl 3 i w.aw-v AL ‘.\(‘“ HedngiPlacima |

..,L'-S'L*-i’ ﬁbéé’uJ‘ue L

B : /
,,.f-u.‘bé.wwﬂ

y Ul’?;l»larm:_:)l "“

Foomidsifpo sl i s (]
SR y

2 e _.é u\-v)\ s\w
S8 Gededrinets A s
— Jny_yw\.,\,\. e

Plate 2.2 Manuscript of Al-Zamakhshari’s —\Wis))

2.2.3 sobaill) alda () and systematic approaches in cwll o

@ Juai¥) alda cpl(Ibn Hisham al-AnsarT) is remembered for his systematic and detailed approach
to grammar. His work < le ¥/ uiS se cnlll iids considered one of the most comprehensive
grammatical references. Ibn Hisham organised grammatical topics logically, making them easier
to study and apply. He clarified complex issues and provided examples that remain influential in
Arabic grammar studies today. His contributions represent the maturity of medieval grammatical

scholarship.
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Fill in the blank: @ _bai¥l alia (u’s culll -isds regarded as one of the most grammatical

references in Arabic.

Scholar Major Work | Contribution

bl elaaa o) | sail e 20 | Rejected Jsl) simplified grammar
EBNEVR LS/ Combined grammar with Qur’anic exegesis
S obai¥) aldia il |l i Systematic organisation of grammar

Table 2.1 Key medieval scholars and their contributions

Pilot questions 2.2
1. Which concept did Ibn Madha’ k&l reject in his critique of grammar?
2. What is the title of Ibn Madha’s major work?
3. 430l combined grammar with which field in —LisTR
4. What is the title of Ibn Hisham’s systematic grammar reference?

5. Fill in the blank: Ibn Hisham’s <+dlf,—itds considered one of the most

grammatical references.

2.3 Modern Scholarly Perspectives
2.3.1 (b 2eai and calls for simplification

Ol 2asi(Ahmad Amin) was a modern scholar who argued that Arabic grammar should serve
communication rather than hinder it. He believed that excessive complexity in rules such as
<le Y (declension) discouraged learners and made grammar appear inaccessible. His
perspective emphasised practicality, urging teachers and scholars to focus on how grammar
supports everyday usage of the language. Ahmad Amin’s call for simplification reflects a

broader trend in modern linguistics that prioritises clarity and learner engagement.
Fill in the blank: Ahmad Amin argued that grammar should serve rather than hinder it.

-
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Principle Explanation Educational Impact

Grammar should Amin emphasized that Shifts focus from abstract rules to
serve communication | grammar is a tool for effective | practical language use.

expression, not an end in itself.

Simplification makes | He advocated reducing Broadens access for learners,

grammar accessible unnecessary complexity in especially those outside specialist
grammatical instruction. circles.

Focus on practical Prioritized everyday Aligns grammar teaching with

usage application of grammar over modern needs, supporting OER
rigid adherence to tradition. goals of usability and adaptability.

Box 2.3 Ahmad Amin’s perspective

2.3.2 diua A gl and adaptation to contemporary education

s B 9&(Shawqt Daif) emphasised the importance of adapting Arabic grammar to modern
educational contexts. He argued that teaching methods should evolve to meet the needs of
contemporary learners, who often struggle with the rigid structures of classical grammar. Shawqt
Daif proposed easing certain rules and presenting grammar in a way that aligns with modern
pedagogy. His contributions highlight the tension between preserving tradition and ensuring

accessibility in‘education.

Fill in the blank: Shawqt Daif emphasised adapting Arabic grammarto  contexts.
Scholar Position Contribution
ol 2al (Ahmad Amin) | Grammar should serve communication Advocated
simplification
Caua (8 ol (Shawql Grammar should adapt to modern Proposed easing rules
Daif) education

Table 2.2 Modern scholars and their perspectives
2.3.3 (s 4k and broader linguistic-cultural critiques

-
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(s 4da(T3ha Husayn) approached grammar from a wider cultural and linguistic perspective. He
questioned whether traditional grammar adequately reflected the living language of Arabic
speakers. His critiques extended beyond technical rules to include the role of grammar in shaping
cultural identity and education. By situating grammar within broader intellectual debates, Taha
Husayn encouraged scholars to consider how linguistic traditions interact with social and cultural

change.

Fill in the blank: T o questioned whether traditional grammar adequately reflected the

language of Arabic speakers.

Foundation of Arab
Nationhood,
Modernity & Tradition

lli‘:;::::uorzgirli_ti:ig:é TAHA HUSSEIN'S PERSPECTIVE:
Tradition ARABIC GRAMMAR :
\\\
. o Critical Thinking,
“The future of Arabic culture depends on our ability to make grammar Accessibility & Reform
a living, accessible tool for thought, not just a set of rules.” Democratization of Kn owI'e dge

Figure 2.2 Towwad’s broader perspective on grammar

Pilot questions 2.3
1.° What did Ahmad Amin argue grammar should serve?
2. Which scholar emphasised adapting grammar to modern educational contexts?
3. What was the title of Shawqi Daif’s main contribution to grammar debates?

4. Toses s questioned whether grammar reflected the language of Arabic speakers.
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5. Fill in the blank: Modern perspectives on grammar often prioritise and

accessibility.

2.4 Comparative Evaluation Of Scholarly Views
2.4.1 Points of convergence among classical and modern scholars

When we compare the perspectives of classical, medieval, and modern scholars, certain points of
convergence become clear. All scholars, regardless of period, recognised the importance of s>l
(syntax) and < al{(morphology) as the backbone of Arabic grammar. Even those:who criticised
aspects of tradition, such as b8 ¢lias o4l did not dismiss the need for systematic study.
Modern scholars like (sl 2eal and “as 355 continued to value grammar but sought to make it
more accessible. This shared commitment to preserving the language demonstrates a continuity

across centuries.

Fill in the blank: Despite differences, all scholars agreed on the importance of and

morphology as the backbone of Arabic grammar.

Bdd

CLASSICAL SCHOLARS
(e.g., Sibawayh, Al-Khalil)

Codification of
Rules &
Development of
Terminologies

Integration with
Contemporary
Linguistics &
Revitalization
Efforts

SHARED
COMMITMENT:
PRESERVING
ARABIC GRAMMAR
(Through Codification,
Teaching, & Adaptation)

MODERN
SCHOLARS

(e.g., Taha Hussein,
Shawgqi Daif)

Adaptation for
Education &
Standardization
in Curricula

(e.g., Ibn Malik,
Ibn Hisham)

Figure 2.3 Points of convergence among scholarly perspectives

Do)
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2.4.2 Areas of divergence and debate

While convergence exists, divergence is equally significant. Classical scholars such as 4 saus
emphasised strict rules and the role of Jsall, whereas Ibn Madha’ rejected this concept entirely:
Medieval scholars like s &3« 3 linked grammar to Qur’anic exegesis, while modern scholars
such as G 4k questioned whether grammar reflected the living language of speakers: These
debates highlight the tension between tradition and reform, precision and accessibility, and

heritage and modernity.

Fill in the blank: Ibn Madha’ rejected the concept of , while 4252 considered it central to
grammar.

Scholar Position Divergence

4 s Emphasised strict rules | Supported Jelal

bl elias () | Advocated simplification | Rejected Jalall

EBNEOR\ Linked grammar to tafsir | Focused on Qur’anic exegesis

Cpes 4k Critiqued tradition Questioned relevance to living language

Table 2.3 Divergence among scholarly perspectives
2.4.3 Implications for contemporary Arabic grammar studies

The comparative evaluation of scholarly views has direct implications for contemporary studies.
Learners and teachers today must navigate between preserving the richness of classical grammar
and adapting it to modern contexts. The debates remind us that grammar is not static but evolves
with cultural, educational, and linguistic needs. By critically engaging with these perspectives,
students can appreciate both the heritage of Arabic grammar and its potential for future

development.

Fill in the blank: Comparative evaluation shows that grammar is not static but with

cultural and educational needs.

Implication Explanation Educational Context

-
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Balance between Contemporary studies must weigh the | Ensures that grammar remains

tradition and preservation of classical frameworks | rigorous yet usable in modern
accessibility against the need for learner-friendly | classrooms.

approaches.
Recognition of Scholars highlight that grammar is Encourages innovation in
grammar as not static but adapts to cultural and teaching methods and
evolving linguistic shifts. integration with modern

linguistic research.

Integration of Grammar study should reflect both Aligns with OER principles,
cultural and heritage and current educational making resources adaptable
educational needs. across diverse learning
contexts environments.

Box 2.4 Implications for contemporary-studies

Pilot questions 2.4
1. What is one point of convergence among classical, medieval, and modern scholars?
2. Which congept did Ibn Madha’ reject that 42 su considered central?
3. 43 linked grammar to which field?
4. Toses e questioned whether grammar reflected the ~ language of speakers.

5./ Fill in the blank: Comparative evaluation shows that grammar evolves with and

educational needs.

-
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Series summary

This Series has guided you through the perspectives of major scholars who shaped and debated
Arabic grammar across different periods. We began with the classical foundations laid by 42 s
@) il aaal 4 Jdall) and 2w, then moved on to medieval critiques and developments from: &)
b M | b il el and ke plia il Afterwards, we explored modern perspectives,
including Ahmad Amin’s call for simplification, Shawqt Daif’s emphasis on adapting grammar
to education, and Tos o’s broader cultural critiques. Finally, we evaluated points of
convergence and divergence among these scholars, drawing out their implications for

contemporary studies of (sall s=ill,

By completing this Series, you should now be able to describe the contributions of classical
scholars (SLO 2.1), analyse medieval critiques and innovations (SLO 2.2), explain modern
scholarly perspectives (SLO 2.3), evaluate areas of convergence and divergence across traditions
(SLO 2.4), and assess the implications of these perspectives for current grammar studies (SLO
2.5). These outcomes equip you with a balanced understanding of scholarly debates, enabling
you to critically engage with Arabic grammaras both a linguistic discipline and a cultural

heritage.

Glossary of terms

< =Y (declension): The system of marking grammatical case endings in Arabic, usually

through changes in vowel sounds at the end of words.

o Jalali (governing agent): A traditional grammatical concept referring to the word or

element that determines the case or form of another word.

o il (syntax): The study of sentence structure in Arabic, focusing on how words are

arranged to form meaningful expressions.

o iall (morphology): The study of word formation in Arabic, including how roots are

modified to create different patterns such as verbs, nouns, and adjectives.

-
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Uil (al-Kitab): The foundational grammar work authored by 42 sxs, regarded as the first

comprehensive text on Arabic grammar.

cuailal) (al-Mugqtadab): A grammatical work by 2l that refined and clarified earlier

rules, consolidating the Basran school of grammar.

sadll Ao 3, (Refutation of the Grammarians): A work by (b ll slas o4l criticising

traditional grammar, especially the reliance on Jalall,

diligl (al-Kashaf): A Qur’anic exegesis by <3< )l that integrates grammatical analysis

into interpretation.

culll ae (Mughni al-Labib): A systematic grammar reference by s bVl alia ¢y,

known for its logical organisation and clarity.

(el 2aaf (Ahmad Amin): A modern scholar who argued for simplification of grammar to

serve communication.

s 8 94 (Shawgi Daif): A modern scholar who emphasised adapting grammar to

contemporary educational contexts.

(s 4k (Taha Husayn): A modern intellectual who critiqued traditional grammar from a

broader cultural and linguistic perspective.
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Concept Check Questions [Series 2]

Objective questions
1. What is the title of 4252’s foundational grammar work? (Linked to SLO 2.1)
2. Who compiled the first Arabic dictionary, Kitab al- ‘Ayn? (Linked to SLO 2.1)
3. Which medieval scholar rejected the concept of J«lall? (Linked to SLO 2.2)
4. 453l combined grammar with which field in <LiS? (Linked to SLO 2.2)

5. Which modern scholar argued that grammar should serve communication rather than

hinder it? (Linked to SLO 2.3)
Short-answer questions
6. Explain why Ibn Madha’ b _3) criticised the reliance on Jslall, (Linked to SLO 2.2)

7. Describe Shawqt Daif’s main contribution to modern perspectives on Arabic grammar.

(Linked to SLO 2.3)

8. Identify one point of convergence among classical, medieval, and modern scholars.

(Linked to SLO 2.4)
9. Summarise Tose o’s broader critique of traditional grammar. (Linked to SLO 2.3)
Long-answer questions

10. Analyse the differences between 4 su~’s emphasis on strict rules and Ibn Madha’ b 2l\’s
rejection of J«lxll, and evaluate how these positions reflect the tension between tradition

and simplification. (Linked to SLO 2.2)

11. Assess the implications of modern perspectives from Ahmad Amin, Shawqi Daif, and T

U for contemporary Arabic grammar studies. (Linked to SLO 2.5)

-
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Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2]
Objective questions

1. <Ly

2. sl il aead o Jia

3. (bl slaa ol

4. Qur’anic exegesis (Uil

5. Ol 2aal
Short-answer questions

6. Ibn Madha’ argued that J<l=ll created unnecessary complexity and distracted learners

from the natural flow of the language.

7. Shawqt Daif emphasised adapting grammar to modern educational contexts, easing

certain rules to make learning more accessible.

8. All scholars agreed on the importance of syntax (s>1') and morphology (<_»<!) as the

backbone of Arabic grammar.

9. Tum s questioned whether traditional grammar reflected the living language of Arabic

speakers and linked grammar to broader cultural and educational issues.
Long-answer questions

10. Basic response: 4 suw emphasised strict rules and the centrality of J«l=ll, while Ibn
Madha’ rejected J<\=!! and sought simplification. This contrast reflects the tension
between preserving tradition and making grammar accessible.

Value-added response: Beyond the Series, this debate illustrates the broader linguistic
divide between prescriptive and reformist approaches. 42 s2’s strictness ensured
consistency and preservation of heritage, while Ibn Madha’s critique anticipated modern

educational reforms, showing how grammar evolves with societal needs.

11. Basic response: Ahmad Amin advocated simplification for communication, Shawqt Daif

emphasised adapting grammar to education, and T » critiqued grammar from a

-
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cultural perspective. Together, these views highlight the need to balance tradition with
accessibility.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may note that these perspectives influence
language policy, pedagogy, and cultural identity. Simplification and adaptation can make
Arabic more accessible globally, while cultural critiques remind us that grammar is tied
to identity and heritage. The challenge lies in integrating these insights into contemporary

studies without losing linguistic richness.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2]
Part 2.1: Classical Scholars and Their Contributions
1. <Ly
2. sl il aead o Jia
3. (bl slaa ol
4. Communication
S, Agm
Part 2.2: Medieval Critiques and Developments
1. Jdalall
2. sladll e o
3. Qur’anic exegesis (Uil
4. il iz
5. Comprehensive
Part 2.3: Modern Scholarly Perspectives
1. Communication
2. Contemporary educational contexts
3. Adaptation of grammar to modern pedagogy
4. Living
5. Clarity
Part 2.4: Comparative Evaluation of Scholarly Views
1. Syntax (s»3') and morphology (—s_»<l)
2. Jdlal

3. Tafsir (Umsill)

-
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4. Living

5. Cultural
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o Al prompt: “Generate an image of an ancient Arabic manuscript page from

Sibawayh’s al-Kitab with classical calligraphy.”
o Search string: “Sibawayh al-Kitab manuscript OER”
e Figure 2.1 Contributions of Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Farahidi

o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad’s contributions to

lexicography, prosody, and grammar.”
o Search string: “Al Khalil ibn Ahmad contributions Arabi¢ grammar OER”
e Box 2.1 Key contributions of <!

o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising Al-Mubarrad’s contributions to

Arabic grammar.”
o Search string: “Al Mubarrad al-Mugqtadab Arabic grammar OER”
e Box 2.2 Ibn Madha’s contributions

o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising Ibn Madha’s contributions to

medieval Arabic grammar.”
o Search string: “Ibn Madha Refutation of the Grammarians OER”
o Plate 2.2 Manuscript of Al-Zamakhshari’s LSl

o Alprompt: “Generate an image of an Arabic manuscript page from Al-

Zamakhshari’s al-Kashaf with Qur’anic commentary.”
o Searchstring: “Al Zamakhshari al-Kashaf manuscript OER”
o Table 2.1 Key medieval scholars and their contributions

o Al prompt: “Generate a table listing Ibn Madha, Al-Zamakhshari, and Ibn Hisham

with their major works and contributions to Arabic grammar.”
o Search string: “Medieval Arabic grammar scholars contributions OER”
e Box 2.3 Ahmad Amin’s perspective

-
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o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising Ahmad Amin’s perspective on

simplifying Arabic grammar.”
o Search string: “Ahmad Amin Arabic grammar simplification OER”
e Table 2.2 Modern scholars and their perspectives

o Al prompt: “Generate a table comparing Ahmad Amin and Shawqi Daif’s

perspectives on Arabic grammar.”

o Search string: “Ahmad Amin Shawqi Daif Arabic grammar modern perspectives

OER”
o Figure 2.2 T s o’s broader perspective on grammar:

o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing Taha Hussein’s perspective linking

Arabic grammar to culture, identity, and education.”
o Search string: “Taha Hussein Arabic grammar cultural critique OER”
e Figure 2.3 Points of convergence among scholarly perspectives

o Al prompt: “Generate a Venn diagram showing classical, medieval, and modern

Arabic grammar scholars with overlapping commitment to preserving grammar.”
o Search string: “Arabic grammar scholars convergence diagram OER”
e Table 2.3 Divergence among scholarly perspectives

o . Al prompt: “Generate a table comparing divergences among Sibawayh, Ibn

Madha, Al-Zamakhshari, and Taha Hussein in Arabic grammar.”

o Search string: “Arabic grammar scholars divergence OER”

Box 2.4 Implications for contemporary studies

o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising implications of comparative

scholarly views for contemporary Arabic grammar studies.”

o Search string: “Implications of Arabic grammar scholarly perspectives OER”
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Series 3: The Debate on Classical vs. Modern Arabic Dialects
Part 1: Classical Arabic Foundations (il 4u al)
e 3.1.1 Origins of =>=dll and its central role in a_ SN Ol
o 3.1.2 Key grammatical and morphological features (—s_»=ll 5 s=ill) in Classical Arabic
e 3.1.3 The prestige of =>—ill in <Y and scholarly heritage
Part 2: Rise of Modern Dialects (£haal) cilagll
e 3.2.1 Historical and social factors behind the emergence of Slaelll
o 3.2.2 Phonological and lexical traits distinguishing dialects from ><dll
o 3.2.3 Case studies: aaalall 5 dp jrall Aalill 4 padll Andll
Part 3: Scholarly Debate (<“lagllly sadll G alel) Jaal))
e 3.3.1 Arguments of defenders of >=ill'ag the unifying language
e 3.3.2 Views supporting <laelll in adeiltand oSleY
e 3.3.3 Everyday balance: when speakers switch between >l and dialects
Part 4: Contemporary Implications (dliivall clalaty) g3 palaall JEY))
e 3.4.1 Impact of the debate on at=l and language policy
o 3.4.2 Influence of 22leYhand social media on <lagll

e 3.4.3 Future of Arabic: coexistence of ->=dll and dialects

Introduction

In everyday life, many Arabic speakers move fluidly between >adll &u ali(Classical Arabic)
and their local <lagll\(dialects). You may hear -~=dll in the Qur’an, formal speeches, or news
broadcasts, while <sll dominate casual conversations, social media, and popular culture. This
dynamic coexistence has sparked a long-standing scholarly and cultural debate about which form
should take precedence, and how both can be valued in education, communication, and identity.

-
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The aim of this Series is to examine the debate between Classical Arabic and modern dialects,
highlighting their linguistic features, cultural significance, and implications for contemporary
society. By the end of the Series, you will be able to critically evaluate the arguments

surrounding ~=dll and <laelll) and assess their roles in shaping the future of Arabic.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the foundations of ~=dl, its origins, and its
prestige in heritage. Next, we will move on to the rise of modern dialects, considering the
historical and social factors that shaped them, as well as examples from & el ALl 25 juadl),
and 4231, Following that, we will examine the scholarly debate, contrasting defenders of
=il with advocates for el in alill and »3eY!, while also considering how speakers balance
both in daily life. Finally, we will wrap up by discussing contemporary implications, including
the impact on education, language policy, and the future of Arabic in a world where >=ill and

lagdll continue to coexist.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

« SLO 3.1 define the origins and key features of il 4 alland explain its role in O 3
a8 and Y1 &l (Linked to Part 1),

e SLO 3.2 describe the historical and social factors that led to the emergence of «laglll
&yall(Linked to Part 2),

e SLO 3.3 analyse the phonological and lexical characteristics that distinguish major

dialects such asdx yall Zalill 4, yadl and add)) from ~=dl (Linked to Part 2),

e SLO 3.4 evaluate scholarly arguments defending -~=ill and those supporting the use of
Olaglll in p2le Yl s mladll (Linked to Part 3),

e  SLO 3.5 assess how speakers balance >=dll and “aell in everyday communication
(Linked to Part 3), and

e SLO 3.6 appraise the contemporary implications of the debate, including its impact on

4 alll DLl a3l and the future of Arabic (Linked to Part 4).

-
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3.1 Classical Arabic Foundations ((aill 43 all)
3.1.1 Origins of <! and its role in a8 & AY

Classical Arabic, known as aadll 4 ), is the form of the language preserved in the Qur’an ‘and
early literary works. It is characterised by its stability, precision, and rich grammatical system.
The Qur’an played a central role in standardising >4, ensuring that its structures and
vocabulary were transmitted across generations. This made >=ill not only a linguistic medium

but also a cultural and religious anchor for Arabic-speaking communities.

Fill in the blank: The Qur’an played a central role in standardising

t

Plate 3.1 Early Qur’ani¢ manuscript in i/l

3.1.2 Key grammatical and morphological features (< <ally sail)

One of the defining aspects of (~aill is its saill(syntax), which governs sentence structure, and
< yal(morphology), which explains how words are formed from roots. For example, the
triliteral root system allows a single root to generate multiple words with related meanings.

Another key feature is <! s¥\(declension), where case endings indicate grammatical roles such

-
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as subject, object, or predicate. These features make >l highly expressive and precise,

though they can be challenging for learners.

Fill in the blank: The triliteral root system allows a single to generate multiple related

words.

THE ARABIC
TRILITERAL
ROOT SYSTEM

(AN y3dl)

ROOT (yd=dl): K-T-B (@-w-d) - "Writing-related concept“}

A4
[ADJECTIVESIPARTICIPLES]
(Jo=aally Jel! elowi/Olio)

Maf'il (Jada) Maf'al (Jgas)

) £ Ly “‘; o o3 £° - w ;
t...uS VAN C.us | JUS ) . 4.uS.n (&) QJS.A C,JL\;
(kataba) (yaktubu) (uktub) (kitab) (katib) (maktab) (maktabah) (maktb) (kifibiy)

- "He wrote" - "He writes" - "Write!" - "Book" - "Writer/ - "Office" - "Library" - "Written" - "Written"
(Past Tense) | |(Present Tense)| | (Imperative) Author" "Office/Desk" (Passive Participle) | | "Written/Scriptural”

The triliteral root (K-T-B) provides the core meaning, while specific vocalization
patterns determine the grammatical function and precise semantic shade.

Figure 3.1 The triliteral root systemin >/l

3.1.3 Prestige of -><i!) in «¥ and scholarly heritage

Beyond its religious significance, >l became the language of w3¥\(literature), science, and
philosophy. Scholars such as 4 suw and 2wl codified its grammar, while poets and writers used it
to produce masterpieces that remain central to Arabic heritage. The prestige of >=dll lies in its
ability to unify diverse communities under a single linguistic standard, while also serving as a

vehicle for intellectual and artistic expression.

Fill in the blank: ~=dll became the language of literature, science, and .

-
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Dimension

Explanation

Cultural Impact

Language of <)

and scholarly

Classical Arabic was the medium

of poetry, prose, and scientific

Preserved intellectual heritage and

established a shared literary canon.

authority.

works writing across centuries.

Codified by Figures like Stbawayh and al- Provided a stable linguistic
classical Mubarrad systematized grammar, | framework for scholarship and
grammarians ensuring consistency and education.

Vehicle for cultural

and intellectual

unity

Used across diverse regions of
the Arab-Islamic world,
transcending dialectal

differences.

Strengthened identity, enabling
communication and transmission

of knowledge across generations.

Box 3.1 Prestige of =il

Pilot questions 3.1

1. What role did the Qur’an play in the standardisation of (~<aill?

2. What are the two main linguistic features that define >dll?

3. Fill in the blank: The triliteral root system allows a single

related words.

4. Which scholars codified the grammar of (>=dll?

to generate multiple

5./ Fill in the blank: ~=d became the language of literature, science, and

3.2 Rise Of Modern Dialects (&uaadl cilagll)

3.2.1 Historical and social factors behind the emergence of <laglll

Modern Arabic dialects, known collectively as <taglll, developed through centuries of interaction

between ~=ill and local communities. Historical events such as the expansion of Islam, contact

with non-Arab cultures, and regional isolation contributed to the diversification of spoken

-

MET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS




Arabic. Social factors, including urbanisation and trade, further shaped dialects, making them

distinct yet still connected to >dll,

Fill in the blank: Urbanisation and were key social factors that shaped the development

of dialects.

p
’% EXPANSION
(Conquests & Migration)

e |slamic conquests (7th-8th centuries)

« Spread of Arab tribes outside the
Arabian Peninsula

« Establishment of garrison towns (Amsar)

(Interaction & Assimilation)

} Q@ CULTURAL CONTACT

« Interaction with indigenous populations
(Berbers, Persians, Copts, Aramaic speakers, etc.)

¢ Adoption of loanwords and grammatical
features

« Bilingualism and language shift

RISE OF
ARABIC
y DIALECTS

TRADE (Historical & ' U BANISATION
m (Routes & Markets) > Social Factors) ££ of Cities & Social Change)

* Flourishing trade networks across
the Islamic world

» Exchange of goods and ideas in
commercial centers

» Need for a ‘lingua franca’ in diverse
marketplaces

L

« Rapid growth of cities like Damascus,
Baghdad, Cairo, Kairouan

3 e« Social stratification and mixing of
diverse groups

« Emergence of urban vernaculars
distinct from classical Arabic

[ Outcome: Diversification of Classical Arabic into Regional Dialects (Ammiyat) adapted to local contexts.]

Figure 3.2 Historical and social factors shaping <ls¢ll/

3.2.2 Phonological and lexical traits distinguishing dialects from il

Each dialect exhibits unique phonological (sound system) and lexical (vocabulary) traits. For
example, Egyptian Arabic often pronounces the letter as /g/, while Levantine Arabic uses /3/.
Vocabulary also varies: the word for “now” is 8 slin Egyptian, (8in Levantine, and Win
Moroccan Arabic. These differences highlight the adaptability of Arabic to local contexts while

maintaining a shared linguistic heritage.

Fill in the blank: In Egyptian Arabic, the letter # is often pronounced as

Dialect Phonological trait | Lexical example (word for “now”)
Egyptian |z — /g/ P
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Levantine |z — /3/ Gla
Moroccan | z — /3/ Ll
Gulf Arabic | Retains /d3/ TN

Table 3.1 Examples of phonological and lexical variation in dialects

3.2.3 Case studies: 431801 9 cdn all cdpaldd) cdy paal)

To appreciate the diversity of laglll let us consider four major examples. 4 al\(Egyptian

Arabic) is widely understood due to Egypt’s influence in cinema and media. 4xal&l\(Levantine

Arabic) is spoken in Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, and Palestine, and is known for its melodic

intonation. 4w all(Moroccan Arabic) incorporates Amazigh and French influences, making it

distinct and sometimes challenging for other Arabs to follow. -4=:33(Gulf Arabic) reflects

Bedouin heritage and has been shaped by modern economic and cultural exchanges.

Fill in the blank: Moroccan Arabic (dx_24) is influenced by Amazigh and

television, and music.

Dialect Key Features Cultural Reach
4 padl|(Egyptian | Widely understood due to Serves as a “pan-Arab” medium,
Arabic) Egypt’s dominance in cinema, especially in popular culture.

4alili(Levantine

Arabic)

Known for melodic intonation

and fluid speech patterns.

Spoken across Syria, Lebanon,
Jordan, and Palestine, often

associated with poetry and song.

and loanwords.

4 gall(Moroccan | Strongly influenced by Amazigh | Distinctive within North Africa,

Arabic / Darija) languages and French vocabulary. | reflecting Morocco’s multilingual
heritage.

LAl (Gulf Retains Bedouin heritage while Spoken across the Gulf states,

Arabic) incorporating modern exchanges | balancing tradition with global

influences.

Box 3.2 Key features of selected dialects

-
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Pilot questions 3.2

1. Name two historical factors that contributed to the rise of dialects.

2. Fill in the blank: In Egyptian Arabic, the letter # is often pronounced as

3. What is the Levantine word for “now”?

4. Which dialect is strongly influenced by Amazigh and French?

5. Fill in the blank: Gulf Arabic reflects Bedouin heritage and modern

3.3 Scholarly Debate (<tagllly suadl) (r oalal) Jaall)

3.3.1 Arguments of defenders of il

Defenders of (/adll &4 allargue that it is the unifying language of the Arab world. They

emphasise its role in preserving cultural identity, maintaining aceess to the Qur’an, and ensuring

mutual intelligibility across regions. For them, ~=dll represents stability and continuity, linking

modern speakers with centuries of intellectual and literary heritage. Many scholars believe that

abandoning >l would weaken‘the linguistic and cultural unity of Arabic speakers.

Fill in the blank: Defenders of =il argue that it is the

language of the Arab world.

Argument

Explanation

Contemporary Relevance

Preserves cultural
and religious

identity

Classical Arabic is the language
of the Qur’an, classical literature,

and scholarly heritage.

Safeguards continuity of cultural
and spiritual traditions across

generations.

Ensures mutual
intelligibility across

regions

Serves as a common linguistic
standard that transcends dialectal

differences.

Enables communication and
shared understanding across the

Arab world.

Links modern
speakers with

heritage

Connects present-day learners and
speakers with centuries of

intellectual and literary output.

Reinforces identity and provides
access to a rich historical corpus

of knowledge.

-
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Box 3.3 Key arguments for —><adll

3.3.2 Views supporting <lagll) in a3 ¥) g asdaill

Advocates for <laglhighlight their accessibility and relevance to everyday life. They argue that
dialects reflect the living language of communities and are more effective for communication in
education, media, and popular culture. For example, Egyptian Arabic dominates cinema, while
Levantine Arabic is widely used in television dramas. Supporters believe that using <\>elll in

teaching and broadcasting makes learning more engaging and relatable.

Fill in the blank: Advocates for <ls¢lll argue that they reflectthe  language of
communities.

Dialect Medium of use | Example

Egyptian Cinema Popular films and comedies

Levantine | Television Dramas and soap operas

Moroccan | Music Contemporary songs

Gulf Arabic | Social media Influencer content

Table 3.2 Examples of <a¢lll in education and media

3.3.3 Everyday balance between @><ill and <lagll

In practice, most Arabic speakers navigate between >=dll and <lselll depending on context.
This phenomenon, known as 435 41 333)(diglossia), means that speakers use ><ill in formal
settings such as education, religion, and official communication, while relying on dialects in
casual conversation and popular culture. This balance demonstrates the adaptability of Arabic,

allowing it to serve both as a unifying standard and a reflection of local identity.

Fill in'the blank: The phenomenon of using ->=idll in formal contexts and dialects in casual ones

is called

-
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DIGLOSSIA IN ARABIC: A FUNCTIONAL SPLIT

[ HIGH VARIETY (H) - CLASSICAL )

ARABIC (Fusha) 1

LOW VARIETY (L) - ARABIC
EJ%] i DIALECTS (Ammiyya)
RELIGIOUS FORMAL SPEECH,

ARABIC
DIGLOSSIA

CONTEXTS, QUR'AN MEDIA, NEWS

O =

LITERATURE, LEGAL &
ACADEMIA GOVERNMENT

. S

DAILY CONVERSATION, MARKETPLACE,
HOME FRIENDS

A~ (@ ==

SOCIAL MEDIA,  POPULAR CULTURE,
TEXTING ENTERTAINMENT
CODE-SWITCHING &

INTERMEDIATE FORMS EXIST. & )

Figure 3.3 Diglossia in Arabic usage

Pilot questions 3.3
1. What do defenders of -~=dll emphasise about its role in the Arab world?

2. Fill in the blank: Advocates for <lselll argue that they reflect the language of

communities.
3. Give one example of a dialect used in media.
4. What is the term for the coexistence of ~=ill and dialects in everyday life?

5. Fill in the blank: Defenders of -~=ill believe that abandoning it would weaken

unity.

3.4 Contemporary Implications (dliiwall Clalaiy) g 5 pualaall JEY))

3.4.1 Impact of the debate on ax»ill and language policy

\,— ‘J
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The ongoing debate between ailland <laglhas significant implications for education. In

many schools, >l remains the language of instruction, ensuring that learners gain access to

classical texts and a shared linguistic standard. However, some educators argue that

incorporating <aelll into teaching can make lessons more relatable and engaging. Language

policy decisions therefore reflect a balance between preserving -~<dll and recognising the

practical role of dialects in everyday communication.

Fill in the blank: In many schools,

remains the language of instruction.

Dimension

Explanation

Policy Implications

>aillensures

access to classical

Classical Arabic provides

learners with direct

Policies often mandate s><llin

curricula to preserve cultural and

relatability in

teaching

speech, making lessons more
accessible and engaging for

students.

texts engagement with heritage intellectual continuity.
literature, religious texts, and
scholarly works.
clagllincrease Dialects reflect everyday Some educational reforms integrate

dialects in early learning to improve

comprehension and participation.

Policy reflects
balance between
tradition and

practicality

Governments and institutions
must weigh heritage
preservation against modern

pedagogical needs.

Language policies often adopt a dual
approach: maintaining ~=dl\for
formal contexts while acknowledging
dialects in informal or local

education.

Box 3.4 Impact on education and policy

3.4.2 Influence of 2% and social media on <lagl

Modern a3Y¥)(media) and social networks have amplified the presence of <laglll, Television,

cinema, and online platforms often use dialects to connect with audiences more effectively.

Social media influencers, for example, frequently employ their local dialects, making them

-
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accessible and authentic to followers. This widespread use of <>l in media has strengthened

their visibility and cultural influence, sometimes challenging the dominance of -><d in public

discourse.
Fill in the blank: Social media influencers often employ their local to connect with
audiences.

Platform Dominant form | Example

Television Dialects Levantine dramas

Cinema Dialects Egyptian films

Social media Dialects Influencer posts

News broadcasts | s>aill Formal reporting

Table 3.3 Media platforms and dialect usage

3.4.3 Future of Arabic between il and <lagll)

Looking ahead, the future of Arabic will likely involve continued coexistence between (s>aill
and <lsglll, Scholars predict that (-~=dll will remain essential for formal, religious, and academic
contexts, while <lselll will dominate informal communication and popular culture. The challenge
lies in maintaining the unity provided by ==l while embracing the diversity of dialects. This
coexistence reflects the'adaptability of Arabic and its ability to evolve with changing social and

cultural needs.
Fill in the blank: Scholars predict that >4l will remain essential for contexts.

ARABIC LANGUAGE CONTEXTS: COEXISTENCE

FORMAL CONTEXTS || K
(Classical Arabic / Fusha) l—= — —

[ Media, Academia, Religious Texts, Literature, Official Speech J

CODE-SWITCHING n:@;;g@::
& INTERACTION

[ Daily Conversation, Home Life, Social Media, Popular Culture, Marketplace ]

CODE-SWITCHING
& INTERACTION

INFORMAL CONTEXTS
(Arabic Dialects / Ammiyya)

Figure 3.4 Future coexistence of =il and <laglll
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Pilot questions 3.4
1. Fill in the blank: In many schools,  remains the language of instruction.
2. How do social media influencers use dialects to connect with audiences?
3. Which form of Arabic dominates formal news broadcasts?
4. Fill in the blank: Scholars predict that (~=dll will remain essential for < contexts.

5. What is the main challenge in balancing >=dll and <aelll in the future?
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Series summary

This Series has explored the long-standing debate between (saadll 4 l)(Classical Arabic) and
dyaal) claglli(modern dialects), highlighting its relevance to education, culture, and identity. We
began by examining the foundations of ->=dl, its origins in the Qur’an, and its prestige in
literature and scholarship. We then moved on to the rise of dialects, considering the historical
and social factors that shaped them, as well as their phonological and lexical traits: Following
that, we analysed the scholarly debate, contrasting defenders of -~<dll with advocates for <laell
in 2eY)s adeill and discussed the everyday balance of diglossia. Finally, we considered

contemporary implications, including the impact on education, media, and the future coexistence
of >=idll and dialects.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define the origins and features of (->dll
(SLO 3.1), describe the historical and social factors behind <'selll (SLO 3.2), analyse the
phonological and lexical traits of major dialects (SLO 3.3), evaluate scholarly arguments for and
against >=dll (SLO 3.4), assess how speakers balance both forms in daily life (SLO 3.5), and
appraise the broader implications for education, policy, and the future of Arabic (SLO 3.6).
These outcomes equip you with the ability to critically engage with the debate, appreciating both
the unity offered by ~=ill and the diversity expressed through <ilaelll,

Glossary of terms

o ad=Y (media): Platforms such as television, cinema, and social networks that shape how

Arabie dialects and ~=dll are used and perceived.

o I (declension): The system of case endings in >=dll that indicate grammatical

roles like subject or object.

o« (literature): Classical and modern written works in Arabic, often composed in

>=ill and valued for cultural and intellectual heritage.

o 439 dn)sa) (diglossia): The coexistence of s>=ill for formal contexts and <laglll for

-

informal communication.
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o (~aill 4y 2l (Classical Arabic): The standardised form of Arabic preserved in the

Qur’an and classical texts, characterised by precise grammar and morphology.

o <lagll (dialects): Regional spoken varieties of Arabic, such as 4wl 4wl 2y yadl) and

4a:al) used in everyday communication.

o il (syntax): The study of sentence structure in Arabic, governing how words are

arranged to form meaning.

o iall (morphology): The study of word formation in Arabic, explaining how roots

generate different patterns of words.

o a8 &I (Qur’an): The holy book of Islam, which played a central role in
standardising >dll,

o (el (e o pblaal (defenders of Classical Arabic): Scholarsand speakers who argue for
the preservation of (->=dll as the unifying language of the Arab world.

o clagll yyusall (advocates for dialeets): Those who support the use of <isglll in

education, media, and everyday life for accessibility and relatability.

o (2N alall &) 3 (scientific and literary heritage): The body of scholarly and literary
works produced in =il forming a key part of Arabic culture.

o ASMN el (triliteral roots): The system in Arabic where three consonants form a root

that generates multiple related words.

Concept Check Questions [Series 3]

Objective questions
I. What role did the Qur’an play in the standardisation of (>=dl? (Linked to SLO 3.1)
2. Which two linguistic features define (>=ill? (Linked to SLO 3.1)

3. In Egyptian Arabic, how is the letter z commonly pronounced? (Linked to SLO 3.3)

-
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4. What is the term for the coexistence of >=ill and dialects in everyday life? (Linked to
SLO 3.5)

5. Which form of Arabic dominates formal news broadcasts? (Linked to SLO 3.6)
Short-answer questions
6. Describe one historical factor that contributed to the rise of <selll. (Linked to SLO 3.2)

7. Give one example of a lexical difference between ~=dll and a dialect. (Linked to SLO
3.3)

8. Explain one argument made by defenders of >=dll. (Linked to SLO.3.4)

9. Identify one way in which social media has influenced the visibility.of <aglll. (Linked to
SLO 3.6)

Long-answer questions

10. Analyse the scholarly debate between defenders of (-~=dll and advocates for <lsglll, and

evaluate how this reflects broader cultural and educational concerns. (Linked to SLO 3.4)

11. Assess the future of Arabic in light of diglossia, considering the coexistence of (s>aill
and <ls¢lll in formal andvinformal contexts. (Linked to SLO 3.6)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3]
Objective questions
1./ Tt ensured the preservation and standardisation of (s~adll,
2. Syntax (3~d) and morphology (—s_»<l).
3. Ig/
4. 4l 4n) 0 (diglossia).
5. il

Short-answer questions

-
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6. Expansion of Islam into non-Arab regions.

7. The word for “now” is ® s in Egyptian Arabic, 3 in Levantine Arabic, and L in

Moroccan Arabic.

8. They argue that >l preserves cultural and religious identity and ensures unity across
the Arab world.

9. Influencers often use their local dialects to connect authentically with audiences.
Long-answer questions

10. Basic response: Defenders of (-~=ill emphasise its role in preserving unity and heritage,
while advocates for <laelll highlight accessibility and relevance in education and media.
This debate reflects the tension between tradition and modern communication needs.
Value-added response: Beyond the Series, this debate illustrates broader cultural
concerns about identity, modernisation, and inclusivity. It shows how language policy
must balance heritage with practicality, ensuring that Arabic remains both a unifying

force and a living language.

11. Basic response: Scholars predict that ~=dll will remain essential for formal, religious,
and academic contexts, while <l will continue to dominate informal communication.
This coexistence reflects diglossia.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may note that the future of Arabic depends
on how effectively societies manage this coexistence. Embracing diglossia can strengthen
cultural diversity while maintaining unity, but neglecting either form risks weakening

Arabic’s role in global and local contexts.

-
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]

Part 3.1: Classical Arabic Foundations (saill 4 all)

1. GA..aﬂ\
2. Gapally sl
3. Root

4, ) 54y sum
5. Philosophy
Part 3.2: Rise of Modern Dialects (&adl cilagll)

1. Expansion of Islam and cultural contact

2. /g
3. Gl
4. Anad

5. Exchanges
Part 3.3: Scholarly Debate (<lagllly il G calad) Jaall)
1. It preserves unity and heritage
2. Living
3. EgyptianArabic in cinema
4. 4Lddalsa ) (diglossia)
5. Linguistic and cultural
Part 3.4: Contemporary Implications (d:liiuwal) Clalai¥) g 5 palaal) JEY)
l. il
2. By using their local dialects
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4. Formal

5. Balancing unity with diversity
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Ilustration attributions
o [ Plate 3.1 Early Qur’anic manuscript in =i/l

o Alprompt: “Generate an image of an early Qur’anic manuscript in Classical

Arabic script.”
o Search string: “Quran manuscript Classical Arabic OER”
o Figure 3.1 The triliteral root system in >adll

o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing the triliteral root system in Arabic with

examples like «--&.”

-
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o Search string: “Arabic triliteral root system diagram OER”

o Box 3.1 Prestige of ==dll

o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising the prestige of Classical Arabic/in

literature and scholarship.”
o Search string: “Classical Arabic prestige literature science OER”
o Figure 3.2 Historical and social factors shaping <lagll

o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing historical and social factors behind the
rise of Arabic dialects, including expansion, cultural contact, trade, and

urbanisation.”
o Search string: “Arabic dialects historical social factors OER”
o Table 3.1 Examples of phonological and lexical variation in dialects

o Al prompt: “Generate a table showing phonological and lexical differences

between Egyptian, Levantine, Moroccan, and Gulf Arabic dialects.”
o Search string: “Arabic dialects phonological lexical differences OER”
e Box 3.2 Key features of selected dialects

o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising key features of Egyptian,

Levantine, Moroccan, and Gulf Arabic dialects.”
o | Search string: “Egyptian Levantine Moroccan Gulf Arabic dialect features OER”
e [ Box 3.3 Key-arguments for =il

o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising key arguments defending Classical

Arabic.”
o Search string: “Arguments defending Classical Arabic OER”

Table 3.2 Examples of <la¢lllin education and media

o Al prompt: “Generate a table showing examples of Arabic dialects used in

education and media.”
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o Search string: “Arabic dialects education media examples OER”
e Figure 3.3 Diglossia in Arabic usage

o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing diglossia in Arabic: Classical Arabic for

formal contexts, dialects for informal contexts.”
o Search string: “Arabic diglossia diagram OER”
e Box 3.4 Impact on education and policy

o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising the impact of the debate on

education and language policy.”
o Search string: “Arabic language policy education dialects vs Classical OER”
e Table 3.3 Media platforms and dialect usage

o Al prompt: “Generate a table showing examples of dialects used in media

platforms versus >=dll in news.”
o Search string: “Arabic.dialects media social networks examples OER”
e Figure 3.4 Future coexistence of —=dlland <lse¢lll

o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing coexistence of Classical Arabic for

formal contexts and dialects for informal contexts.”

o Search string: “Future of Arabic coexistence Classical vs dialects OER”
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Series 4: Calls for Easing Arabic Grammar
Part 1: Historical Background of Reform Calls (4:a3la) < g all 4,4, ) 4,8141))
e 4.1.1 Early critiques of traditional grammar complexity
e 4.1.2 Reformist voices in the late 19th and early 20th centuries
e 4.1.3 Influence of modernisation and education movements
Part 2: Key Reform Proposals (Uxesill daslad) cila, jiiall)
e 4.2.1 Simplification of <2l (declension endings)
o 4.2.2 Streamlining s~ rules for learners
o 4.2.3 Integration of <lsglll into teaching approaches
Part 3: Scholarly and Cultural Responses (&2 g 4alal) Jail) 493))
e 4.3.1 Supporters of reform and their arguments
e 4.3.2 Critics defending traditional grammar
e 4.3.3 Balancing heritage with accessibility
Part 4: Contemporary Implications and Future Directions (4liiwall clalaiy) g 3 ualaall JEY))
e 4.4.1 Impact on education and curriculum design
e 4.4.2 Role of »2=¥and technology in promoting simplified grammar

e 4.4.3 Prospects for Arabic grammar in the 21st century

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored the debate between (,adll 4u aliand &saal) cilaglll, focusing on
their coexistence and implications for education, media, and identity. Building on that
discussion, this Series turns to another important theme in Arabic linguistic history: the calls for

easing Arabic grammar. For generations, learners and scholars have recognised both the richness

-

MET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



and the complexity of (=l $ai) and reformist voices have sought ways to make it more

accessible without losing its cultural and intellectual depth.

The aim of this Series is to examine the historical and contemporary calls for simplifying Arabic
grammar, to evaluate the proposals made by reformists, and to consider the responses of scholars
and educators. By engaging with these perspectives, you will gain insight into how Arabic

grammar has been shaped by debates over tradition, accessibility, and modernisation:

We shall commence this Series by exploring the historical background of reform calls, including
early critiques and the influence of modernisation. Next, we will move on to key reform
proposals, such as simplifying <Y, streamlining rules, and integrating dialects into teaching.
Following that, we will analyse scholarly and cultural responses; contrasting supporters of
reform with critics who defend traditional grammar. Finally, we will wrap up by considering
contemporary implications, including the impact on edueation, the role of »3= ¥ and technology,

and the prospects for Arabic grammar in the 21st century.

Series Learning QOutcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 4.1 define the historical background of reform calls in Arabic grammar, including

early critiques-and the influence of modernisation (Linked to Part 1),

e SLO 4.2 explain specific proposals for simplifying <= ¥! and streamlining s~ rules
(Linked to Part 2),

o [ SLO 4.3 describe reformist suggestions for integrating <a¢lll into teaching approaches

(Linked to Part 2),

e SLO 4.4 analyse scholarly and cultural responses to grammar reform, distinguishing

between supporters and critics (Linked to Part 3),

e SLO 4.5 evaluate the balance between preserving heritage and making grammar

accessible (Linked to Part 3), and

-
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e SLO 4.6 assess the contemporary implications of reform calls, including their impact on

education, o2=Y!, and the future of Arabic grammar (Linked to Part 4).

4.1 Historical Background Of Reform Calls (4:aduay) < goall 43, i) 4,4181)
4.1.1 Early critiques of traditional grammar complexity

From the earliest centuries of Arabic scholarship, some voices recognised that (2l saill(Arabic
grammar) was highly complex and difficult for learners. While grammarians such as 4 sss and
2l codified the rules with precision, later scholars began to question whether the system was
too rigid for practical use. These critiques often focused on the difficulty of mastering <)
(declension endings) and the extensive memorisation required. Reformist thinkers argued that

such complexity discouraged learners and limited the spread of Arabic literacy.

Fill in the blank: Reformist thinkers argued that the complexity of s~ discouraged

Critique Explanation Educational Implications
Excessive focus on Early critics argued that grammar Limited learner engagement
memorisation instruction relied too heavily on and discouraged analytical

rote learning of rules and thinking.

paradigms.
Difficulty of Mastery of inflectional endings was | Created barriers to accessibility
mastering <Y seen as overly demanding for and slowed progress in literacy.
(case endings) learners, especially non-native

speakers.
Calls for Reform-minded scholars advocated | Paved the way for later
simplification to aid | reducing complexity and focusing | reformers like Ibn Madha’ and
learners on practical usage. modernists such as Ahmad

Amin.

Box 4.1 Early critiques of Arabic grammar

-
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4.1.2 Reformist voices in the late 19th and early 20th centuries

The late 19th and early 20th centuries saw renewed calls for reform, particularly as Arab
societies engaged with modernisation and educational expansion. Reformists such as ¢l 2eal and
O 4k highlighted the need to simplify grammar for students, arguing that rigid rules hindered
effective learning. These voices were part of a broader intellectual movement that sought to
reconcile tradition with modern needs, ensuring that Arabic remained accessible in'schools and

public life.

Fill in the blank: Reformists like sl 2eaf and ¢aws 4k argued that rigid grammar ruleshindered

effective

Plate 4.1 Reformist voices in Arabic grammar

4.1.3 Influence of modernisation and education movements

The rise of modern education systems across the Arab world intensified the debate. As schools
expanded, teachers faced the challenge of introducing grammar to large numbers of students with
varying backgrounds. Reformists argued that simplifying grammar rules would make Arabic
more accessible and practical, especially in comparison to European languages being taught at

-
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the time. This period marked a turning point, as the tension between preserving heritage and

adapting to modern educational needs became more pronounced.

Fill in the blank: The rise of modern systems intensified the debate on grammar reform:

MODERNISATION
MOVEMENTS
(Nahda, Western Contact,
Print Media)

PRESSURE FOR ARABIC
GRAMMAR REFORM
(Simplification,
Standardization, Accessibility)

EDUCATION
MOVEMENTS
(Mass Literacy, [~
University Founding, SIMPLIFICATION | STANDARDIZATION INTEGRATION OUTCOME:
Standardized Curricula) OF RULES OF WITH MODERN EVOLVED, MORE
(Reducing TERMINOLOGY LINGUISTICS N ACCESSIBLE
Complexity for (Unified Educational (Applying New ARABIC
Learners) Materials) Analytical GRAMMAR

Methods) PEDAGOGY

Figure 4.1 Modernisation and education shaping reform calls

Pilot questions 4.1
1. What aspect of Arabic grammar did early critiques focus on?

2. Fill in‘the blank: Reformist thinkers argued that the complexity of s~ discouraged

3. Which two reformist voices in the early 20th century called for simplification?

4. Fillin the blank: Reformists like sl 2eal and Gaws 4k argued that rigid grammar rules

hindered effective

5. Fill in the blank: The rise of modern systems intensified the debate on grammar

reform.
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4.2 Key Reform Proposals (uswill daulud) cila yidall)
4.2.1 Simplification of <Y (declension endings)

One of the most common reform proposals has been the simplification of <!_e%¥\(declension
endings). Traditional grammar requires learners to master complex case endings that indicate
grammatical roles such as subject, object, or predicate. Reformists argued that these endings are
often unnecessary in everyday communication, since meaning can be understood from context.
Simplification proposals included reducing the number of case endings taught in schools or

focusing only on the most essential ones.

Fill in the blank: Reformists argued that many case endings are unnecessary because meaning

can be understood from

TRADITIONAL ARABIC ~+&  SIMPLIFIED REFORM

CASE ENDINGS (I'rab) PROPOSALS

Case Function Endings Proposal Goal Simplified
(Y>) (dads9) (Diacritics) (z),5581) (Bu) Forms

Nominative Subject __  Damma Vowel-less Removeall _ Agslr(\gl:n
(28 (Jsl8) ’ (O95w) case endings S

: : Single Use one All end in
Aicus?t""’e Sble.“ Ending => endng =P Fatha
: ) (Jg=de) (@Y (e.g., a) forall ("/a)
Genitive s Kasra LT Keep only S

) Preposition == (/i) System = Noni/Acs =% Damma &

: (1952%) < (ki) Fatha only

Figure 4.2 Simplification of </ Y/ proposals

4.2.2 Streamlining s> rules for learners

Another major proposal was to streamline $adl(syntax) rules. Traditional grammar often
presents learners with highly detailed classifications and exceptions, which can be

overwhelming. Reformists suggested focusing on core rules that are most relevant for

)
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communication, while reducing emphasis on rare or complex structures. This approach aimed to

make grammar more practical and less intimidating, especially for schoolchildren.

Fill in the blank: Reformists suggested focusing on core rules most relevant for

Proposal Explanation Educational Benefit

Reduce emphasis Focus less on unusual or Makes grammar more

on rare exceptions | marginal cases that complicate | straightforward and less
learning. intimidating for learners.

Focus on core Prioritize teaching the most Builds a strong foundation for

structures common and essential syntactic | communication and literacy.
patterns.

Make grammar Emphasize usage in everyday Enhancesaccessibility, aligning

practical for contexts rather than abstract with modern pedagogy and OER

learners theory. principles.

Box 4.2 Streamlining s>l rules

4.2.3 Integration of <\a¢lll into teaching approaches

Some reformists proposed integrating <\agdl\(dialects) into teaching approaches. Their argument
was that learners.already use dialects in everyday life, so connecting grammar instruction to
familiar speech would make learning easier. This proposal was controversial, as critics feared it
would undermine ~=ill, However, reformists believed that acknowledging dialects could bridge

the gap between formal instruction and real-world communication.

Fill in the blank: Reformists argued that integrating dialects into teaching would bridge the gap

between instruction and

Proposal Intended benefit Concern raised

Use dialect examples Easier connection for learners Weakens >aill

Teach grammar via dialect | Relates rules to everyday speech | Loss of standardisation

-
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Combine dialect + ~=dll | Balanced approach Difficult to implement

Table 4.1 Proposed integration of dialects into teaching

Pilot questions 4.2

1. Fill in the blank: Reformists argued that many case endings are unnecessary because

meaning can be understood from
2. What was the main aim of streamlining s>/ rules?
3. Fill in the blank: Reformists suggested focusing on core rules most relevant for
4. What was one benefit of integrating dialects into teaching?

5. Fill in the blank: Reformists argued that integrating dialects into teaching would bridge

the gap between instruction and

4.3 Scholarly And Cultural Responses (<85 g 4salall Jadl) 393 )
4.3.1 Supporters of reform and their arguments

Supporters of reform argued that simplifying =) saill(Arabic grammar) was essential for
making the language more accessible to learners. They emphasised that excessive complexity
discouraged students and limited the spread of literacy. Reformists also believed that easing
grammar rules would help Arabic compete with European languages in modern education,
ensuring its relevance in a rapidly changing world. Their arguments often highlighted the need to

balance tradition with practicality.

Fill in the blank: Supporters of reform argued that simplifying grammar was essential for making

the language more

Argument Explanation Educational Impact

-
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Simplification Reducing complexity makes Expands participation in

increases accessibility | grammar easier to grasp, Arabic learning and lowers
for learners especially for beginners and non- | barriers to entry.

specialists.
Encourages literacy Streamlined rules promote faster | Strengthens literacy rates and
and wider use of acquisition of reading and writing | supports broaderuse of Arabic
Arabic skills. in education and society.

Helps Arabic remain Reform aligns grammar teaching | Ensures Arabic remains
relevant in modern with contemporary pedagogical competitive and adaptable in

education practices and learner needs. global educational contexts.

Box 4.3 Arguments supporting reform

4.3.2 Critics defending traditional grammar

Critics of reform strongly defended the traditional system of grammar, viewing it as a
cornerstone of Arabic identity andheritage. They argued that </_e¥and detailed slrules were
not obstacles but rather essential features that gave Arabic its precision and richness. For them,
simplifying grammar risked weakening ~=ill and disconnecting learners from the intellectual
and literary tradition. Many critics believed that reforms would dilute the language and

undermine its role as a unifying standard.

Fill in the blank: Critics argued that simplifying grammar risked weakening

-
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Plate 4.2 Classical Arabic grammar manuscript

4.3.3 Balancing heritage with accessibility

The debate between reformists and traditionalists highlighted the challenge of balancing < Al
(heritage) with accessibility: While reformists sought to ease learning for students, critics
emphasised the importance of preserving the depth and precision of Arabic grammar. This
tension reflects broader cultural questions about how societies adapt their traditions to modern
needs. Many scholars today acknowledge that both perspectives have merit, and the challenge

lies in finding a middle ground that respects heritage while supporting learners.

Fill in the blank: The debate highlighted the challenge of balancing heritage with .

-
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ARABIC GRAMMAR . ACCESSIBILITY
HERITAGE LANGUAGE FOR LEARNERS
(s>l Slydl) ACQUISITION & (=il dggaw)

CULTURAL CONTINUITY

t

e = BALANCE THROUGH
INNOVATION & ADAPTATION

(Causillg )3 e Ojlodl)

Richness,
Complexity,
Historical Depth,
Classical Texts

Simplified Rules,
Modern Pedagogy,
Interactive Tools,
Clear Explanations

Figure 4.3 Balancing heritage with accessibility

Pilot questions 4.3

1. Fill in the blank: Supporters of reform argued that simplifying grammar was essential for

making the language more
2. What did critics believe would be weakened by grammar simplification?
3. Fill in the blank: Critics argued that simplifying grammar risked weakening

4./ What is the main challenge highlighted by the debate between reformists and

traditionalists?

5.. Fill'in the blank: The debate highlighted the challenge of balancing heritage with .

Do)
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4.4 Contemporary Implications And Future Directions (dlificall cilalaiY) g 3 palaall JUYY)

4.4.1 Impact on education and curriculum design

The debate over easing Arabic grammar has had a direct impact on asl=ill(education). Many

schools continue to teach traditional grammar, but reformist ideas have influenced curriculum

design, especially in contexts where learners struggle with complexity. Some educators have

adopted simplified approaches, focusing on practical communication rather than exhaustive

rules. This shift reflects the ongoing tension between preserving heritage and meeting the needs

of modern classrooms.

Fill in the blank: Some educators have adopted simplified approaches, focusing on practical

rather than exhaustive rules.

Dimension

Explanation

Curriculum Implications

Traditional grammar

remains in many

Classical frameworks, with their

emphasis on i 7ab and

Preserves heritage but often

challenges learners with

adopted in some

contexts

emphasis on rare exceptions and

focus on practical usage.

schools memorisation, are still widely complexity.
taught.
Simplified approaches | Reformist methods reduce Improves accessibility,

especially in primary education

and non-native contexts.

Focus on
communication.over

memeorisation

Modern pedagogy prioritises
functional language skills rather

than rote learning of rules.

Aligns with contemporary
educational goals, encouraging

literacy and active engagement.

Box 4.4 Impact on education and curriculum

4.4.2 Role of 2>=¥! and technology in promoting simplified grammar

Modern a3Y¥)(media) and technology have played a significant role in promoting simplified

grammar. Television programmes, online tutorials, and educational apps often present grammar

in accessible formats, reducing reliance on complex rules. Social media platforms also encourage

-
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informal usage, which aligns more closely with reformist ideas. Technology has therefore
become a powerful tool for bridging the gap between traditional instruction and contemporary

communication.

Fill in the blank: Social media platforms encourage informal usage, which aligns more closely

with ideas.
Medium Approach Impact on learners
Television Simplified explanations | Easier understanding

Online tutorials | Step-by-step guidance | Accessible learning

Educational apps | Interactive exercises Engaging practice

Social media Informal usage Relatable content

Table 4.2 Media and technology promoting simplified grammar
4.4.3 Prospects for Arabic grammar in the 21st century

Looking ahead, the future of Arabic grammar will likely involve a balance between tradition and
reform. Scholars predict that «aillwill remain central to formal education and cultural identity,
while simplified approaches will continue to gain ground in practical learning contexts. The
challenge lies in ensuring that reforms do not dilute the richness of Arabic, but instead make it
more accessible to'new generations. This coexistence reflects the adaptability of the language

and its ability to evolve with changing social and educational needs.

Fill in the blank: Scholars predict that (>l will remain central to formal education and cultural

-
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* Classical Heritage & Depth G @ L v o\ * Modern Pedagogy & Accessibility

« Complex Rule Systems (I'rab) o S * Focus on Communication
* Religious & Literary Contexts G 5 \, ¢ Digital Tools & Media
* Mastery of Classical Texts Lo \\ * Practical Application

ARABIC GRAMMAR IN THE 21ST CENTURY:
COEXISTENCE OF TRADITION & SIMPLIFICATION

eve

o

TRADITIONAL SIMPLIFIED
ARABIC GRAMMAR O i APPROACHES
9o (donsol| 28Lo1)

(gl g=uill)

v 3 1 oy o) + v ¢ |

MUTUAL ENRICHMENT & ADAPTATION

®
FOR DIVERSE LEARNERS

——

Bridging the past and future for effective Arabic language learning.

Figure 4.4 Prospects for Arabic grammar in the 21st century

Pilot questions 4.4

1.

Fill in the blank: Some educators have adopted simplified approaches, focusing on

practical rather than exhaustive rules.
How have educational apps promoted simplified grammar learning?

Fill in'the blank: Social media platforms encourage informal usage, which aligns more

closely with ideas.
What role will ~=ill continue to play in the future of Arabic grammar?

Fill in the blank: Scholars predict that ~~=!l will remain central to formal education and

cultural
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Series summary

This Series has examined the historical and contemporary calls for easing () saill(Arabic
grammar), highlighting their relevance to education, culture, and identity. We began with the
historical background, looking at early critiques of grammar complexity and reformist voices in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. We then explored key reform proposals, including the
simplification of <Y, streamlining of saillrules, and the integration of <lagllinto teaching.
Following that, we analysed scholarly and cultural responses, contrasting supporters who
emphasised accessibility with critics who defended heritage. Finally, we considered
contemporary implications, focusing on education, media, technology, and the prospects for

Arabic grammar in the 21st century.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define the historical background of reform
calls (SLO 4.1), explain proposals for simplifying grammar (SLO 4.2), describe suggestions for
integrating dialects into teaching (SLO 4.3), analyse scholarly and cultural responses (SLO 4.4),
evaluate the balance between heritage and accessibility (SLO 4.5), and assess the contemporary
implications of reform calls (SLO 4.6). These outcomes equip you to critically engage with the
debate on Arabic grammar reform, appreciating both the need for accessibility and the

importance of preserving linguistic heritage.

Glossary of terms

o =¥ (media): Platforms such as television, cinema, and social networks that influence

how Arabic grammar and reform ideas are communicated.

o <leY¥ (declension endings): The system of case endings in Arabic grammar that

indicate grammatical roles such as subject, object, or predicate.

o «lagll (dialects): Regional spoken varieties of Arabic used in everyday communication,

sometimes proposed for integration into teaching approaches.

o il (syntax): The set of rules governing sentence structure in Arabic, often criticised for

its complexity and detailed classifications.

-
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o &I (heritage): The cultural and intellectual tradition associated with Arabic grammar,

defended by critics of reform as essential to identity.

o a2l (education): The formal system of schooling where debates about grammar reform

have influenced curriculum design and teaching methods.

o il bl (grammar simplification): Reform proposals aimed at reducing the

complexity of Arabic grammar to make it more accessible for learners.

o (pa 4b (Taha Hussein): A prominent 20th-century reformist voiece'who argued for

easing Arabic grammar to support modern education.

o  (mal 2aaf (Ahmed Amin): An early reformist scholar who highlighted the need to simplify

grammar rules for students.

o 4l daalga)) (diglossia): The coexistence of 2l in formal contexts and dialects in

informal communication, relevant to debates about integrating dialects into teaching.

o (adll (Classical Arabic): The standardised form of Arabic used in formal, religious,

and academic contexts, often contrasted with dialects in reform debates.

Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
Objective questions

1. What aspect of Arabic grammar did early critiques identify as overly complex? (Linked
to SLO 4.1)

2. Which two reformist voices in the early 20th century called for grammar simplification?

(Linked to SLO 4.1)
3. What is the term for the system of case endings in Arabic grammar? (Linked to SLO 4.2)

4. Which proposal suggested connecting grammar instruction to everyday speech? (Linked

to SLO 4.3)

-
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5. What role will (~=ill continue to play in the future of Arabic grammar? (Linked to SLO
4.6)

Short-answer questions
6. Explain one reason reformists argued for simplifying <l_e¥!. (Linked to SLO 4.2)
7. Describe one way reformists proposed streamlining s~ rules. (Linked to SLO 4.2)

8. Identify one benefit and one concern of integrating dialects into teaching. (Linked to SLO

4.3)

9. Summarise one argument made by critics defending traditional grammar. (Linked to SLO

4.4)
10. How have educational apps promoted simplified grammar learning? (Linked to SLO 4.6)
Long-answer questions

11. Analyse the scholarly debate between supporters of reform and critics of traditional
grammar, and evaluate how this reflects broader cultural concerns. (Linked to SLO 4.4,

SLO 4.5)

12. Assess the contemporary-implications of grammar reform, considering its impact on

education, media, and the future of Arabic grammar. (Linked to SLO 4.6)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
Objective questions
I. <IoeY¥l(declension endings).
2. ol sl and Cpes 4da,
3.0 @ley),
4. Integration of “laelll (dialects).
5. It will remain central to formal education and cultural identity.

-

MET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Short-answer questions

6. Reformists argued that many case endings are unnecessary because meaning can often be

understood from context.

7. They suggested focusing on core rules most relevant for communication and reducing

emphasis on rare exceptions.
8. Benefit: Easier connection for learners. Concern: Weakens «=><!l and standardisation.

9. Critics argued that simplifying grammar risked weakening -~=dl and disconnecting

learners from heritage.

10. Educational apps use interactive exercises and step-by=step guidance to make grammar

learning engaging and accessible.
Long-answer questions

11. Basic response: Supporters of reform emphasised accessibility and literacy, while critics
defended heritage and precision. This debate reflects the challenge of balancing modern
educational needs with cultural preservation.

Value-added response: Beyond the Series, this debate illustrates broader cultural
concerns about identity, modernisation, and inclusivity. It shows how language reform is
tied to national identity, educational policy, and the tension between tradition and

innovation.

12. Basic response: Grammar reform has influenced curriculum design, media, and
technology, making learning more accessible while preserving ~=dll for formal
contexts.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may note that the implications extend to
cultural identity, global competitiveness, and the adaptability of Arabic in the digital age.
The future of Arabic grammar depends on striking a balance between accessibility for

learners and safeguarding the richness of the language.

-
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4]
Part 4.1: Historical Background of Reform Calls (4:aduaY) & g all 43, 1) 4,411Y)
1. <Ioe¥l (declension endings)
2. Learners
3. Oxl 2l and Cpes 4k
4. Learning
5. Education
Part 4.2: Key Reform Proposals (sssill aulul) cla jiiall)
1. Context
2. To make grammar practical and less.intimidating
3. Communication
4. Easier connection for learners
5. Real-world communication
Part 4.3: Scholarly And Cultural Responses (2L 5 dzalal) Jadl) 354))
1. Accessible
2. (il
3. sl
4. Balancing heritage with accessibility
5. Accessibility
Part 4.4: Contemporary Implications And Future Directions (d:liicall clalai¥) g 5 jualaall JEYY)
1. Communication
2. By using interactive exercises and step-by-step guidance
3. Reformist
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4. 1t will remain central to formal education and cultural identity

5. Identity
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Box 4.1 Early critiques of Arabic grammar

o Al prompt: “Generate a text. box summarising early critiques of Arabic grammar

complexity.”

o Search string: “Arabic grammar reform early critiques OER”

Plate 4.1 Reformist voices in‘'Arabic grammar

o (Al prompt: “Generate an image of early 20th-century Arabic reformers discussing

grammar simplification.”

o Search string: “Arabic grammar reform Ahmed Amin Taha Hussein OER”

Figure 4.1 Modernisation and education shaping reform calls

o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing how modernisation and education

movements influenced Arabic grammar reform.”

o Search string: “Arabic grammar reform modernisation education OER”

Figure 4.2 Simplification of </ ¥/proposals
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o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram comparing traditional Arabic case endings with

simplified reform proposals.”

o Search string: “Arabic grammar reform simplification of declension OER”

Box 4.2 Streamlining s>~ill rules

o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising proposals for streamlining Arabic

syntax rules.”

o Search string: “Arabic grammar reform streamlining syntax rules OER”

Table 4.1 Proposed integration of dialects into teaching

o Al prompt: “Generate a table showing proposals for integrating Arabic dialects

into teaching, with benefits and concerns.”

o Search string: “Arabic grammar reform integration of dialects OER”

Box 4.3 Arguments supporting reform

o Al prompt: “Generate atext box summarising arguments supporting Arabic

grammar reform.”

o Search string: “Arabic grammar reform supporters arguments OER”

Plate 4.2 Classical Arabic grammar manuscript

o Alprompt: “Generate an image of a classical Arabic grammar manuscript

defending traditional rules.”

o Searchstring: “Classical Arabic grammar manuscript OER”

Figure 4.3 Balancing heritage with accessibility

o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing balance between Arabic grammar

heritage and accessibility for learners.”

o Search string: “Arabic grammar reform balance heritage accessibility OER”

Box 4.4 Impact on education and curriculum
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o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising the impact of grammar reform on

education and curriculum design.”
o Search string: “Arabic grammar reform education curriculum OER”
Table 4.2 Media and technology promoting simplified grammar

o Al prompt: “Generate a table showing how media and technology promote

simplified Arabic grammar.”
o Search string: “Arabic grammar reform media technology OER”
Figure 4.4 Prospects for Arabic grammar in the 21st century

o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing coexistence of traditional Arabic

grammar and simplified approaches in the 21st century.”

o Search string: “Future of Arabic grammar coexistence reform tradition OER”
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Series 5: Defense of Traditional Arabic Grammar

Part 1: Historical Foundations Of Traditional Grammar (3l saill 48, 1) gdall)
e 5.1.1 Emergence of classical grammar schools (Basra and Kufa)
e 5.1.2 Contributions of early grammarians such as 42 sz
e 5.1.3 Grammar as a tool for preserving Qur’anic integrity

Part 2: Core Arguments For Preserving Traditional Grammar ( s> e JUall Ll maal)
L;gﬁ:m)

e 5.2.1 Precision and richness of <l_eY!
e 5.2.2 Role of sl in safeguarding (s>zadll
e 5.2.3 Grammar as cultural and intellectual heritage
Part 3: Scholarly And Educational Defence (w5239 lal) glal))
e 5.3.1 Academic critiques of reform proposals
e 5.3.2 Defence of traditional. grammar in schools and universities
e 5.3.3 Case studies of successful teaching using traditional methods
Part 4: Contemporary Relevance And Future Prospects (d:liicall (33Y) g 5 jalaall 41aaY))
e 5.4.1 Traditional grammar in modern scholarship
e 5.4.2 Its role in media, literature, and religious discourse

e | 5.4.3 Prospects for sustaining traditional grammar in the 21st century

Introduction

In the last Series, we examined the calls for easing Arabic grammar, focusing on reformist voices
who sought to simplify rules for learners and adapt to modern educational needs. Yet, alongside
these reformist movements, many scholars and educators have consistently defended traditional
grammar as a cornerstone of Arabic identity, culture, and intellectual heritage. This Series turns

-
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to that defence, highlighting why traditional grammar remains valued and how it continues to

shape Arabic scholarship today.

The aim of this Series is to present the arguments and perspectives that support the preservation
of traditional Arabic grammar. It will equip you with an understanding of why many scholars
resist reform, how traditional grammar is defended in academic and educational contexts, and

what role it plays in contemporary discourse.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the historical foundations of traditional grammar,
including the contributions of early grammarians and its role in preserving Qur’anic integrity.
Next, we will move on to the core arguments for preserving traditional grammar, such as its
precision, richness, and cultural significance. Following that, we will examine scholarly and
educational defences, including critiques of reform proposals and case studies of successful
teaching. Finally, we will wrap up by considering the contemporary relevance of traditional
grammar, its role in modern scholarship, media, and religious discourse, and its prospects for the

future.

Series Learning Qutcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 5.1 define the historical foundations of traditional Arabic grammar, including the
contributions of early grammarians and its role in preserving Qur’anic integrity (Linked

to Part 1),

e SLO 5.2 explain the core arguments for preserving traditional grammar, such as the

precision of <) _e¥! and the safeguarding of (~=ill (Linked to Part 2),

o SLO 5.3 describe how traditional grammar is defended in academic and educational

contexts, including critiques of reform proposals (Linked to Part 3),

e SLO 5.4 analyse case studies of successful teaching using traditional grammar methods

(Linked to Part 3),

-
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e SLO 5.5 evaluate the contemporary relevance of traditional grammar in scholarship,

media, literature, and religious discourse (Linked to Part 4), and

e SLO 5.6 assess the prospects for sustaining traditional grammar in the 21st century

(Linked to Part 4).

5.1 Historical Foundations Of Traditional Grammar (sl saill daa, jUl) ) 53al))
5.1.1 Emergence of classical grammar schools (Basra and Kufa)

The study of (2l $aill(Arabic grammar) began to take shape in the early centuries of Islam,
with two major centres of scholarship: Basra and Kufa. These schools developed distinct
approaches to analysing language, but both shared the goal of preserving the integrity of Arabic.
Basra was known for its strict and logical methodology, while Kufa often relied on practical
usage and examples from poetry. Together, they laid the foundation for a systematic study of

grammar that would influence generations. of scholars.

Fill in the blank: The two major centres.of early Arabic grammar were and Kufa.

... BASRA SCHOOL KUFA SCHOOL
o7 (fyedl duysal) (a9 dusyaall)

[APPROACH: ANALYTICAL & RULE-BASED (s.sdllg ‘_,aL;zll)] [ APPROACH: DESCRIPTIVE & EMPIRICAL (419319 ¢ lawdl) ]

Qur'an & Diverse Tribal
Classical Poetry Dialects & Usage
TP - v < 2 L 4
. : Attestation &
 Focus on linguistic ::;f;,ﬁ:;'?og’-;asl) Documentation  Acceptance of
purity and logic | | (Sama’) J linguistic variety
* Rejection of anomalies * Incorporation of
(Shadhdh) > \ 4 S » A 4 < anomalies
* Key Figure: Sibawayh Uniform Rules & Flexible Rules & * Key Figure: Al-Kisa'
Standardization Pragmatism

[ LEGACY: Both schools enriched the Arabic grammatical tradition, with Basra emphasizing system and Kufa emphasizing usage. ]
B <

Figure 5.1 Emergence of classical grammar schools
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5.1.2 Contributions of early grammarians such as 43 g2

One of the most influential figures in Arabic grammar was 4zsx(Sibawayh), whose
monumental work <—(&codified the rules of grammar with remarkable precision. His analysisof
<IeY¥)(declension endings) and $a\(syntax) became the standard reference for scholars, Other

grammarians, such as 2l and S, also contributed to refining and expanding the tradition.
Their collective efforts ensured that Arabic grammar was not only preserved but also elevated to

a discipline of intellectual rigour.

Fill in the blank: The most influential early grammar book was by 42 s,

Plate 5.1 Manuscript of Stbawayh’s Sl

5.1.3 Grammar as a tool for preserving Qur’anic integrity

A key motivation for developing traditional grammar was the preservation of the Qur’an.
Scholars recognised that precise rules of <l ¥land saillwere essential to ensure correct
recitation and interpretation. Grammar thus became a tool for safeguarding the sacred text,

preventing errors that could alter meaning. This religious dimension gave grammar a status
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beyond mere linguistic analysis, embedding it deeply in the cultural and spiritual life of Arabic-

speaking communities.

Fill in the blank: Grammar was seen as essential for preserving the integrity of the

Role Explanation Significance

Ensures correct Mastery of grammatical rules Preserves the oral tradition and

recitation safeguards accurate pronunciation | maintains uniformity across
and case endings (i 7ab) in generations.

Qur’anic recitation.

Prevents Grammar clarifies syntactic Protects against theological and

misinterpretation structures, reducing ambiguity in legal misunderstandings.
meaning.

Protects the sacred Codified grammar stabilizes the Upholds the Qur’an’s status as

text’s integrity language of revelation, ensuring a central text in Islamic faith
consistency in transmission. and scholarship.

Box 5.1 Grammar and Qur’anic preservation

Pilot questions 5.1
1. What were the two major centres of early Arabic grammar?
2. Fill in'the blank: The most influential early grammar book was by 425,
3.. Name one other grammarian besides 4:sx who contributed to traditional grammar.

4. Fillin the blank: Grammar was seen as essential for preserving the integrity of the

5. Why did grammar gain a status beyond linguistic analysis in early Islamic scholarship?
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5.2 Core Arguments For Preserving Traditional Grammar (sl aill e Lliall 2l zasll)
5.2.1 Precision and richness of <_sY¥)

Defenders of traditional grammar emphasise the <)_%¥)(declension endings) as a source of
precision and richness in Arabic. These endings allow speakers and writers to convey subtle
distinctions in meaning, ensuring clarity even in complex sentences. For scholars, the
preservation of <l =Y is not simply about rules but about maintaining the expressive depth of
the language. Reform proposals that reduce or remove case endings are often criticised for

weakening this precision.

Fill in the blank: Defenders of traditional grammar argue that <l =Y provides and

richness in Arabic.

THE POWER OF ARABIC DECLENSIONS (r RAB) PRECISION & RICHNESS

~ 0 ~ “’0’

A& L) Qo

daraba Zaydun ‘Amran

I(Nommauve “un) (Accusative - an)I ,:'

Zayd (Doer) Zayd (definitely) hit Amr. Precise roles.  Amr (Recelver)

DID ZAYD HIT AMR?
Assumed VS0 order, but uncertain.

7.

. .
PEWI Qe a2 ,_
5 DID AMR HIT ZAYD?
daraba zayd Amr 2 Possible if word order is varied,
highly ambiguous.

/of

)A-G‘JQ)UJ\G

daraba Zaydan ‘Amrun

l(Accusahve “an) (Nominative - “un) l

Zayd (Receiver) Amr (definitely) hit Zayd. Meaning is Amr (Doer)
reversed simply by changing endings!

ISITA DIFFERENT MEANING?
Without vowels, roots can be misread.

The absence of endings obscures grammatical roles (subject, object),
Ieedli\g to potential misinterpretation and reliance on external context.

Declension endings act as a precise grammatical code, locking in meaning
regardless of word order, enabling rich, flexible, and unambiguous expression.

I'RAB UNLOCKS THE FULL POTENTIAL OF ARABIC, TRANSFORMING AMBIGUOUS STRINGS INTO PRECISE, NUANCED COMMUNICATION.

Figure 5.2 Precision and richness of </ e ¥/

5.2.2 Role of s>l in safeguarding >l

Traditionalists also highlight the role of saill(syntax) in safeguarding «adll(Classical Arabic).
By adhering to established rules, speakers and writers maintain a consistent standard that unites

the Arab world. Grammar thus acts as a protective framework, ensuring that >l remains
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distinct from dialects and continues to serve as the language of scholarship, religion, and formal

communication.

Fill in the blank: Traditionalists believe that s~ safeguards

as a unifying standard.

across regions

Role Explanation Cultural/Educational Impact
Maintains Syntax provides a unified framework | Preserves mutual intelligibility
consistency for sentence construction, ensuring and strengthens shared identity.

stability across diverse Arabic-

speaking communities.

Protects >aill

from dialectal

influence

By codifying rules, syntax shields
Classical Arabic from erosion by

colloquial variations.

Safeguards the prestige of >adll
in scholarly; religious, and

literary contexts.

Ensures unity in
scholarship and

religion

Syntax guarantees precise
interpretation of texts, especially the

Qur’an and classical works.

Upholds intellectual and spiritual

continuity across generations.

Box 5.2 Role of s>/l in safeguarding =3l

5.2.3 Grammar as cultural and intellectual heritage

Beyond its linguistic function, traditional grammar is viewed as part of < \(heritage). It

represents centuries of scholarly effort, intellectual debate, and cultural identity. Defenders argue

that abandoning or simplifying grammar risks severing ties with this heritage. For them,

grammar is notonly a tool for communication but also a symbol of continuity, linking modern

learners to the classical tradition of Arabic scholarship.

Fill in the blank: Traditional grammar is seen as part of Arabic

scholarly effort.

-
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Plate 5.2 Grammar as cultural and intellectual heritage

Pilot questions 5.2

1. Fill in the blank: Defenders of traditional grammar argue that <= ¥ provides

and richness in Arabic.
2. What role does s~ play in safeguarding s>=dll?

3. Fill in the blank: Traditionalists believe that s>l safeguards as a unifying

standard.
4. Why do defenders view grammar as part of <l _3ll?

5. Fill in the blank: Traditional grammar is seen as part of Arabic , representing

centuries of scholarly effort.
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5.3 Scholarly And Educational Defence (sl 5 (salall glaall)
5.3.1 Academic critiques of reform proposals

Scholars who defend traditional grammar often critique reform proposals as oversimplifications
that risk weakening the language. They argue that proposals to reduce < =%¥(declension
endings) or streamline $aii(syntax) overlook the depth and precision that make Arabic unique.

Academic defenders highlight that reforms may serve short-term convenience but undermine the

intellectual tradition built over centuries. For them, grammar is not just a tool for learners but a

scholarly discipline that must be preserved in its full richness.

Fill in the blank: Academic defenders argue that reform proposals risk weakening the of
Arabic.
Critique Explanation Scholarly Concern

Oversimplification

undermines precision

Reform proposals risk stripping
grammar of its analytical depth

by removing complex rules.

May weaken learners’ ability
to interpret nuanced texts

accurately.

Risks weakening

intellectual tradition

Classical grammar embodies
centuries of scholarship and

cultural heritage.

Reform could erode continuity
with the intellectual legacy of

Arabic linguistics.

Grammar must be
preserved in full

richness

Critics argue that the
complexity of grammar reflects
the richness of the language

itself.

Simplification may reduce
appreciation of Arabic’s

expressive and literary power.

Box 5.3 Academic critiques of reform proposals

5.3.2 Defence of traditional grammar in schools and universities

Educational institutions have long defended traditional grammar as essential for maintaining

standards in Arabic learning. In schools, teachers often emphasise memorisation of rules and

mastery of case endings, believing this builds discipline and accuracy. Universities continue to

-
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teach classical texts such as <lSby 4 sum, reinforcing the scholarly value of traditional
grammar. This defence reflects a commitment to ensuring that learners engage deeply with the

language rather than relying on simplified shortcuts.

Fill in the blank: Universities reinforce the scholarly value of traditional grammar by teaching

classical texts such as

Plate 5.3 Defence of traditional grammar in education

5.3.3 Case studies of successful teaching using traditional methods

Several-case studies demonstrate that traditional grammar methods can be effective when taught
with clarity and patience. For example, schools that integrate recitation, analysis of Qur’anic
verses, and classical poetry often report strong learner outcomes. These methods show that
traditional grammar, far from being outdated, can foster deep linguistic competence and cultural
appreciation. Defenders use such examples to argue that traditional approaches remain relevant

and successful in modern classrooms.

Fill in the blank: Case studies show that traditional grammar methods can foster deep linguistic

and cultural appreciation.
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TRADITIONAL ARABIC GRAMMAR PEDAGOGY & ITS POSITIVE LEARNER OUTCOMES

TRADITIONAL TEACHING METHODS TNTD); POSITIVE LEARNER OUTCOMES
(FOUNDATION & DISCIPLINE) / (MASTERY & ELOQUENCE)

1. DEEP COMPREHENSION &
LINGUISTIC PRECISION
(Fahm & Daqqa)

Ability to accurately understand
complex texts, nuances, and avoid
ambiguity in interpretation.

1. ROTE LEARNING & RULE
MEMORIZATION
(Hifz & Mutun)
Focus on memorizing fundamental
rules, verb conjugations (sarf), and
grammatical structures (nahw).

2, TEACHER-CENTERED 2. ELOQUENT EXPRESSION &
INSTRUCTION & ANALYSIS RHETORICAL SKILL

(Talaqqi & I'rab)

Direct transmission of knowledge,
detailed analysis of classical examples
(Quran, poetry), and parsing drills.

(Balagha & Bayan)

Development of clear, persuasive, and
aesthetically pleasing spoken and
written communication.

3. CLASSICAL TEXT STUDY & 3. CULTURAL CONNECTION &
IMITATION TEXTUAL PRESERVATION
(Dirasat al-Nusus & Mu'arada) (Turath & Hifz)

Strong connection to heritage and the
ability to contribute to the preservation
and transmission of knowledge.

Immersion in eloquent classical
texts to internalize linguistic CULTIVATES

patterns and style.

THE RIGOROUS FOUNDATION OF TRADITIONAL METHODS EMPOWERS LEARNERS WITH THE TOOLS FOR
PRECISE UNDERSTANDING, ELOQUENT EXPRESSION, AND LIFELONG INTELLECTUAL GROWTH.

Figure 5.3 Case studies of successful traditional grammar teaching

Pilot questions 5.3

1. Fill in the blank: Academic defenders argue that reform proposals risk weakening the
of Arabic.

2. What is one reason schools defend traditional grammar?

3. Fill in the blank: Universities reinforce the scholarly value of traditional grammar by

teaching classical texts such as
4./ What kinds of texts are often used in case studies of successful teaching?

5. 'Fill in the blank: Case studies show that traditional grammar methods can foster deep

linguistic and cultural appreciation.
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5.4 Contemporary Relevance And Future Prospects (dzliiwall BEY) 53 jaleall 11aaY)
5.4.1 Traditional grammar in modern scholarship

Traditional grammar continues to play a central role in modern scholarship. Researchers and
academics rely on the precision of <I_sY¥)(declension endings) and saill(syntax) to interpret
classical texts, produce critical editions, and engage in linguistic analysis. Its enduring relevance
demonstrates that traditional grammar is not merely historical but remains a living discipline that

supports advanced study and scholarly rigour.

Fill in the blank: Modern scholars rely on traditional grammar to interpret texts and

produce critical editions.

3

I\

i et l"'I

h

Plate 5.4 Traditional grammar in modern scholarship

5.4.2 Its role in media, literature, and religious discourse

Traditional grammar also maintains a strong presence in a3¢%¥\(media), literature, and religious
discourse. News outlets and formal publications often adhere to >, which depends on
traditional grammar for accuracy and consistency. Literary works, especially poetry, continue to

draw on classical structures, while religious discourse relies on precise grammar to safeguard
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meaning in Qur’anic interpretation and sermons. This shows that traditional grammar remains

embedded in everyday cultural and communicative practices.

Fill in the blank: Religious discourse relies on Role of traditional | Example use
precise grammar to safeguard meaningin grammar

interpretation.

Context

Media Ensures accuracy News reports

and consistency

Literature Preserves classical | Poetry and prose
structures

Religious discourse Safeguards meaning, | Qur’anic
and precision interpretation

Table 5.1 Role of traditional grammar in contemporary contexts
5.4.3 Prospects for sustaining traditional grammar in the 21st century

Looking ahead, defenders of traditional grammar argue that it can coexist with modern reforms
while retaining its central role in scholarship and cultural identity. The challenge lies in adapting
teaching methods to make traditional grammar accessible without losing its depth. Many
scholars believe that technology, digital resources, and innovative pedagogy can help sustain
traditional grammar for future generations, ensuring that learners appreciate both its intellectual

heritage and practical relevance.

Fill in the blank: Defenders argue that traditional grammar can coexist with modern

while retaining its central role.
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ARABIC GRAMMAR IN THE 21ST CENTURY: COEXISTENCE & EVOLUTION

TRADITIONAL GRAMMAR COEXISTENCE & INTEGRATION MODERN REFORMS
(Turath & Nahw) (Ta'ayush & Takamul) (Tajdid & Mu'asara)

Foundation - Accessibility
& Authenticity Ti= & Innovation

" +

EDUCATION LANGUAGE
A & PEDAGOGY _Ja\

Simplification & Digital Tools

2000s - PRESENT & FUTURE: A Dynamic Interplay

Figure 5.4 Prospects for sustaining traditional grammar

Pilot questions 5.4

1. Fill in the blank: Modern scholars rely on traditional grammarto interpret texts

and produce critical editions.
2. What role does traditional grammar play in media and literature today?

3. Fill in the blank: Religious discourse relies on precise grammar to safeguard meaning in

interpretation.

4. What challenge do defenders highlight when adapting teaching methods for traditional

grammar?

5. Fill in the blank: Defenders argue that traditional grammar can coexist with modern

while retaining its central role.
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Series summary

This Series has focused on the defence of traditional Arabic grammar, emphasising its historical
foundations, scholarly arguments, and contemporary relevance. We began by tracing the
emergence of the Basra and Kufa schools, the contributions of early grammarians such as 4asiss,
and the role of grammar in safeguarding Qur’anic integrity. We then examined the core
arguments for preservation, including the precision of <_Y), the safeguarding of @aill, and
grammar as cultural and intellectual heritage. Following that, we explored scholarly and
educational defences, looking at critiques of reform proposals, the role of schools and
universities, and case studies of successful teaching. Finally, we considered the continuing
relevance of traditional grammar in modern scholarship, media, literature, and religious

discourse, as well as its prospects for the future.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to.define the historical foundations of
traditional grammar (SLO 5.1), explain the core arguments for its preservation (SLO 5.2),
describe how it is defended in academic and educational contexts (SLO 5.3), analyse case studies
of successful teaching (SLO 5.4), evaluate its contemporary relevance (SLO 5.5), and assess its
future prospects (SLO 5.6). These outcomes provide you with a balanced understanding of why
traditional grammar continues to be defended and how it remains integral to Arabic scholarship

and cultural identity.

Glossary of terms

o =¥ (media): Platforms such as television, newspapers, and digital outlets that use

=il and rely on traditional grammar for accuracy and consistency.

e «l_=Y (declension endings): The system of case endings in Arabic grammar that
indicate grammatical roles such as subject, object, or predicate, valued for precision and

richness.

o &Il (heritage): The cultural and intellectual tradition associated with Arabic grammar,

representing centuries of scholarly effort and identity.
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o Al (Classical Arabic): The standardised form of Arabic used in formal, religious,

and academic contexts, safeguarded by traditional grammar.

o sl (syntax): The set of rules governing sentence structure in Arabic, seen as essential

for maintaining the unity and consistency of =>dll,

o Basra school: One of the earliest centres of Arabic grammar, known for its logical and

systematic approach to linguistic analysis.

o Kaufa school: Another early centre of Arabic grammar, recognised for its reliance on

practical usage and examples from poetry.

e 4 suw (Stbawayh): A foundational grammarian whose work —Li<todified Arabic

grammar and became the standard reference for scholars.

o <Usll (The Book): The seminal grammar textauthered by. Sibawayh, regarded as the

cornerstone of Arabic linguistic tradition.

e Qur’anic integrity: The preservation of the Qur’an’s meaning and recitation through

precise application of grammar rules, a key motivation for traditional grammar.

-
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Concept Check Questions [Series 5]

Objective questions
1. Which two schools were the earliest centres of Arabic grammar? (Linked to SLO 5.1)
2. Who authored <</, the foundational text of Arabic grammar? (Linked to SLO-5.1)

3. What system of endings provides precision and richness in Arabic grammar? (Linked to

SLO 5.2)
4. Which form of Arabic does s~ safeguard as a unifying standard? (Linked to SLO 5.2)

5. What role does traditional grammar play in religious discourse today? (Linked to SLO
5.5)

Short-answer questions

6. Explain why grammar was considered essential for preserving Qur’anic integrity.

(Linked to SLO 5.1)

7. Describe one argument made by defenders about the cultural importance of grammar.

(Linked to SLO 5.2)
8. Summarise one academic critique of reform proposals. (Linked to SLO 5.3)

9. Identify one way universities reinforce the scholarly value of traditional grammar.
(Linked to SLO 5.3)

10. How do case studies demonstrate the effectiveness of traditional teaching methods?

(Linked to SLO5.4)
Long-answer questions

11. Analyse the scholarly and educational defence of traditional grammar, and evaluate its

effectiveness in resisting reform proposals. (Linked to SLO 5.3, SLO 5.4)

12. Assess the contemporary relevance of traditional grammar, considering its role in

scholarship, media, literature, and religious discourse. (Linked to SLO 5.5, SLO 5.6)

-
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Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5]
Objective questions
1. Basra and Kufa.
2. 4sue (Sibawayh).
3. <= (declension endings).
4. ~=ill (Classical Arabic).
5. It safeguards meaning in Qur’anic interpretation.
Short-answer questions
6. Grammar ensured correct recitation and prevented misinteérpretation of the Qur’an.

7. Defenders argue grammar is part of &I (heritage), representing centuries of scholarly

effort and cultural identity.

8. Academics critique reforms as oversimplifications that undermine precision and

intellectual tradition.
9. Universities teach classical texts such as = «—LiS<by 42 suw to reinforce scholarly value.

10. Case studies show that traditional methods, such as recitation and analysis of poetry,

foster deep linguistic competence and cultural appreciation.
Long-answer questions

11. Basic response: Scholarly defence critiques reforms as oversimplifications, while
educational institutions emphasise memorisation and classical texts. Case studies show
traditional methods can be effective, demonstrating resistance to reform.

Value-added response: Beyond the Series, this defence reflects broader cultural
concerns about identity and continuity. It highlights how traditional grammar sustains
intellectual rigour and cultural heritage, resisting pressures of modernisation while

adapting teaching methods to remain effective.

-
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12. Basic response: Traditional grammar remains relevant in scholarship, media, literature,
and religious discourse, ensuring accuracy and cultural continuity.
Value-added response: Outstanding learners may note that its relevance extends to
global scholarship, digital resources, and cultural identity. Traditional grammar’s
coexistence with modern reforms illustrates its adaptability, ensuring it remains integral

to Arabic in the 21st century.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5]
Part 5.1: Historical Foundations Of Traditional Grammar (83 saill i, ) ) sial))
1. Basra and Kufa
2. <l
3. 2l or Slesl)
4. Qur’an

5. Because grammar safeguarded correct recitation and meaning, giving it cultural and

spiritual importance

Part 5.2: Core Arguments For Preserving Traditional Grammar ( s Buiall Luluy) maal)
(s ulail) Ja.m)

1. Precision
2. It safeguards ~=dll as a unifying standard
3. =il
4. Because it represents centuries of scholarly effort and cultural identity
5. Heritage
Part 5.3: Scholarly And Educational Defence (.5l 9 alal) glal)
1. Strength

2. Schools believe it builds discipline and accuracy

-
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3. by 4 gae
4. Qur’anic verses and classical poetry
5. Competence
Part 5.4: Contemporary Relevance And Future Prospects (d:liicall (33Y) g 5 jalaall 41a8%))
1. Classical
2. It ensures accuracy in media and preserves classical structures in literature
3. Qur’anic
4. Making grammar accessible without losing depth

5. Reforms
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Illustration attributions

Figure 5.1 Emergence of classical grammar schools

o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing Basra and Kufa grammar schools and

their distinct approachesto Arabic grammar.”
o Search string: “Basra Kufa Arabic grammar schools OER”

Plate 5.1 Manuscript of Stbawayh’s» LSl

o Al prompt: “Generate an image of a manuscript of Stbawayh’s Kitab, the

foundational text of Arabic grammar.”

o ' Search string: “Sibawayh Kitab Arabic grammar manuscript OER”

Box 5.1 Grammar and Qur’anic preservation

o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising the role of grammar in preserving

Qur’anic integrity.”

o Search string: “Arabic grammar Qur’an preservation OER”

Figure 5.2 Precision and richness of </ =Y/

-
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o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing Arabic sentences with and without

declension endings to highlight precision and richness.”

o Search string: “Arabic grammar declension endings precision OER”

Box 5.2 Role of »~i/lin safeguarding =l

o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising the role of syntax in safeguarding

Classical Arabic.”

o Search string: “Arabic grammar syntax safeguarding Classical Arabic OER”

Plate 5.2 Grammar as cultural and intellectual heritage

o Al prompt: “Generate an image of a classical/Arabic manuseript symbolising

Arabic grammar as cultural heritage.”

o Search string: “Arabic grammar cultural intellectual heritage manuscript OER”

Box 5.3 Academic critiques of reform proposals

o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising academic critiques of Arabic

grammar reform proposals.”

o Search string: “Arabic grammar reform academic critiques OER”

Plate 5.3 Defence of traditional grammar in education

o Alprompt: “Generate an image of students studying classical Arabic grammar

texts in a university classroom.”

o Search string: “Arabic grammar traditional teaching university OER”

Figure 5.3 Case studies of successful traditional grammar teaching

o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing traditional grammar teaching methods

and their positive learner outcomes.”

o Search string: “Arabic grammar traditional teaching case studies OER”

Plate 5.4 Traditional grammar in modern scholarship

-
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o Al prompt: “Generate an image of a modern scholar studying classical Arabic

manuscripts using traditional grammar.”
o Search string: “Arabic grammar modern scholarship manuscripts OER”
e Table 5.1 Role of traditional grammar in contemporary contexts

o Al prompt: “Generate a table showing the role of traditional grammar in media,

literature, and religious discourse.”
o Search string: “Arabic grammar role media literature religion OER”
e Figure 5.4 Prospects for sustaining traditional grammar

o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing coexistence of traditional Arabic

grammar and modern reforms in the 21st century.”

o Search string: “Future of Arabic grammar coexistence tradition reform OER”
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