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Course code: ARA 412
Course title: Rhetoric II

Course credit load: 2 Units
Series 1: Advanced Areas Of Arabic Rhetoric
Part 1: Foundations Of Advanced Arabic Rhetoric (deiial) 4 all &30 Guui)

e 1.1 Definition and scope of advanced rhetoric (eadiall 43} (3l § Cay ja%)

o 1.2 Historical development and scholarly contributions (stelall clalgu) 5 Al ghaill)
Part 2: Key Dimensions Of Advanced Rhetoric (desiial) 48301 Lawsi ) Magy))

« 2.1 Stylistic devices and their functions (Liiss el Calluy)
e 2.2 Relationship between rhetoric and meaning (z<!l s 431 283l

Part 3: Applications Of Advanced Rhetorie (4eial) 4834 ciliyb)

o 3.1 Use in classical Arabictexts (ASmdSll 4y jall (a paill & aladiudY)

« 3.2 Contemporary relevance and examples (4LiaY! 53 palzall daaa¥l)
Part 4: Analytical Approaches To Advanced Rhetoric (4eiiall 43 3 4Ll maliall)

o 4.1 Methods of rhetorical analysis (&34l Jiaill zalic)
o 4.2 Evaluating rhetorical effectiveness (4 Sl dale &) avis)

Introduction

Arabic rhetoric, or 4x_all 430 has always been central to the beauty and precision of the
language. As learners progress beyond the basics, they encounter advanced areas that reveal the
depth of expression and the intellectual richness of Arabic. This Series sets the stage for
exploring those advanced dimensions, helping you appreciate how rhetoric functions not only as

ornamentation but also as a powerful tool for meaning and persuasion.

-
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The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the advanced areas of Arabic rhetoric, equipping you
with the ability to analyse its foundations, examine its key dimensions, apply it in classical and

modern contexts, and evaluate its effectiveness through analytical approaches.

We shall commence this Series by studying the foundations of advanced Arabic rhetoric,
including its definition, scope, and historical development. Next, we will move on to the key
dimensions of advanced rhetoric, focusing on stylistic devices and their relationship to meaning.
Following that, we will explore applications of advanced rhetoric in classical texts and
contemporary examples. Finally, we will wrap up by considering analytical approaches, where

you will learn methods of rhetorical analysis and how to evaluate rhetorical effectiveness.

Series Learning QOutcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 1.1 define the foundations-of advanced Arabic rhetoric (4aiiall dx jall 4& 3011
including its scope and historical development,

« SLO 1.2 explain the key dimensions of advanced rhetoric (daiiall 43l Ao 1) slas)
with emphasis on stylistic devices (&£ cullul)) and their functions,

« SLO 1.3 analyse the relationship between rhetoric (43&)) and meaning (.s*Y) in Arabic
texts,

« SLO 1.4 apply advanced rhetorical techniques in classical Arabic texts ( 4zl ga gaill
48y and contemporary examples,

o SLO 1.5 demonstrate methods of rhetorical analysis (&3 Jlaill malia) for evaluating

thetorical effectiveness (463 Adeld),

-
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1.1 Foundations Of Advanced Arabic Rhetoric (ieiiall 43 )l 42301 )

1.1.1 Definition and scope of advanced rhetoric (deaiiall 43} GUai 5 oy ya)

43 (rhetoric) in Arabic refers to the art of expressing meaning with clarity, beauty, and
persuasive power. When we speak of 4eiiall 43\ (advanced rhetoric), we are focusing on the
deeper dimensions of this art, beyond the basics of eloquence. Advanced rhetoric involves
analysing how words, structures, and stylistic devices interact to produce impact. It is not only

about ornamentation but also about how meaning is shaped and conveyed with precision.

Fill in the blank: Advanced rhetoric is not only about ornamentation but also about shaping

with precision.

ADVANCED ARABIC RHETORIC (dousiall du y=ll deMJI)
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Figure 1.1 Relationship between meaning, style, and impact
1.1.2 Historical development and scholarly contributions (slelall clelga 5 A Ul ) glaill)

The study of advanced rhetoric has a long history in Arabic scholarship. Early scholars such as
Balall(al-Jahiz) and (Aol RGN e (“Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani) explored how rhetorical devices

enhance meaning and interpretation. Their works laid the foundation for later studies that
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examined rhetoric as both a linguistic and intellectual discipline. Over time, advanced rhetoric
became closely tied to the study of the Qur’an, poetry, and prose, ensuring that learners could

appreciate the depth of Arabic expression.

Fill in the blank: One of the most influential scholars in Arabic rhetoric was , who

developed the theory of akill,
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Plate 1.1 Manuscriptof al-Jurjani’s rhetorical writings

Pilot questions 1.1

1. What does advanced rhetoric (4esiiall 4&34) focus on beyond ornamentation?

2. Fill in the blank: Advanced rhetoric is not only about ornamentation but also about
shaping  with precision.

3.. Name two early scholars who contributed to the study of advanced Arabic rhetoric.

4. Fill in the blank: One of the most influential scholars in Arabic rhetoricwas  , who
developed the theory of a1l

5. Why did advanced rhetoric become closely tied to the study of the Qur’an and poetry?

-
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1.2 Key Dimensions Of Advanced Rhetoric (i) 46 Jll s )1 alay¥1)

1.2.1 Stylistic devices and their functions (L& 5 5 e Sl CadlulT)

In advanced Arabic rhetoric, &3 cullul|(stylistic devices) are the tools that give language its
beauty and persuasive power. Devices such as 4x&dll(simile), 3 tiw¥)(metaphor), and 43usl)
(metonymy) are used to enrich meaning and create vivid imagery. Each device has a specific
function, whether it is to clarify an idea, intensify emotion, or add elegance to expression. By
studying these devices, learners gain insight into how rhetoric transforms ordinary language into

powerful communication.

Fill in the blank: A simile (4l is used to clarify an idea by comparing it to

ARABIC RHETORIC: SIMILE, METAPHOR, & METONYMY (&USJ! ¢8)laiwdl cduddl] :du yall de3J1)

A A P
@ ®
SIMILE (4uidl) METAPHOR (5)leiusdl) METONYMY (&:UsJ1)
f Comparison yvith atool | i Comparison without a tool, 1 [ Indirect reference viaan |
(811) stating identity associated attribute
\ ¢ 5, \ * J \_ *
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Example (JUs): _Example (Jl): 4 Example (Jt): 2
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[ All contribute to Eloquence (4>Uad)l) and Effective Communication (Jad)! Jolgdl). J

Figure 1.2 Stylistic devices and their functions
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1.2.2 Relationship between rhetoric and meaning (=l 5 4 34l (s 48a))

Advanced rhetoric is not only about style, it is deeply connected to #*al((meaning). Scholars
emphasise that rhetorical devices must serve the purpose of clarifying or enhancing meaning,
rather than distracting from it. For example, a metaphor may illuminate a complex concept,
while repetition may reinforce a key idea. The effectiveness of rhetoric lies in how well it aligns

with meaning, ensuring that beauty in language does not come at the expense of clarity.

Fill in the blank: The effectiveness of rhetoric lies in how well it aligns with

Principle Explanation Educational/Cultural Impact
Rhetoric must clarify | The purpose of rhetorical Ensures that beauty in language
or enhance meaning | devices (balagha) is to serves communication rather than
strengthen the intended obscurity:
message.
Devices should not Excessive ornamentation or Encourages balance between

distract from clarity | complex figures of speech can | eloquence and accessibility in

hinder understanding. teaching and literature.

Beauty in language Aesthetic qualities of Arabic | Preserves the tradition of eloquence
must support expression are valued when while making texts meaningful for

understanding they reinforce comprehension. | diverse audiences.

Box 1.2 Rhetoric and meaning

Pilot questions 1.2

1. Whatare 4£3) cullultland why are they important in advanced rhetoric?

2. ' Fill in the blank: A simile (4x<d)) is used to clarify an idea by comparing itto
3. Name two other stylistic devices besides simile.

4. Fill in the blank: The effectiveness of rhetoric lies in how well it aligns with

5

Why must rhetorical devices serve meaning rather than distract from it?

o)
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1.3 Applications Of Advanced Rhetoric (Aeadiall A& 30l cildylar)

1.3.1 Use in classical Arabic texts (4SSl 4y jall (a saill 3 aladinyl)

Advanced rhetoric has always been a cornerstone of 4S8l 4y 2l (o gaill(classical Arabic
texts). Poets and prose writers employed devices such as (sliadl(paronomasia), ga«di(thymed
prose), and (@kkll(antithesis) to elevate their works. These devices were not mere decoration,
they carried meaning and reinforced themes. For example, Qur’anic verses often use rhetorical
structures to emphasise divine messages and moral lessons. By studying these applications,
learners can appreciate how rhetoric shaped the intellectual and cultural heritage of Arabic

literature.

Fill in the blank: Qur’anic verses often use rhetorical structures to emphasise messages

and moral lessons.

»h'
J-’f:f;' = \—)lg.“’n _))Ju"ai}\

o /
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o L-LU%‘};“ == ”dic?ﬂ‘p’&

Plate 1.2 Classical Arabic text with rhetorical devices

-
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1.3.2 Contemporary relevance and examples (<LieY) 5 3 palzall 11aa3)

Advanced rhetoric is not confined to the past, it continues to influence modern Arabic writing

and speech. In contemporary literature, authors use rhetorical devices to add depth and resonance

to their works. In media and public speaking, rhetoric enhances persuasion and clarity. Even in

everyday communication, rhetorical techniques can make language more engaging and

memorable. This shows that advanced rhetoric remains a living tradition, adaptable to new

contexts while retaining its classical roots.

Fill in the blank: In contemporary literature, rhetorical devices are used to add depth and

to works.

Domain Role of Rhetoric Impact

Literature Adds depth, resonance, and layered | Enriches modern Arabic prose and
meaning through devices like poetry, connecting classical
5 lxisl(metaphor) and (U eloquence with contemporary
(paronomasia). creativity.

Media Enhances persuasion and clarity in | Shapes public opinion and
journalism, advertising, and digital | strengthens communication in
platforms. mass culture.

Public speaking Strengthens impact by using Builds credibility and emotional
rhythm, repetition, and imagery. connection with audiences in

political, religious, and cultural
contexts.

Everyday Makes language engaging and Encourages expressive interaction,

communication memorable through idiomatic and | sustaining Arabic’s vibrancy in
stylistic flourishes. daily life.

Box 1.3 Contemporary relevance of advanced rhetoric

-
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Pilot questions 1.3

1. Name three rhetorical devices commonly used in classical Arabic texts.
2. Fill in the blank: Qur’anic verses often use rhetorical structures to emphasise
messages and moral lessons.
3. How does advanced rhetoric influence contemporary literature?
4. Fill in the blank: In contemporary literature, rhetorical devices are used to add depth and
to works.

5. Why is advanced rhetoric considered a living tradition?

1.4 Analytical Approaches To Advanced Rhetoric (deiall 28300 dddiasl) =aliall)

1.4.1 Methods of rhetorical analysis (&34 Jilaill zalda)

To study advanced rhetoric effectively, scholars have developed &3 Julaill malia(methods of
rhetorical analysis). These methods involve examining how rhetorical devices are used in a text,
identifying their purpose, and evaluating their impact on meaning. For example, analysing Sl
(repetition) may reveal how an author emphasises a central idea, while studying (8kli(antithesis)
can show how contrast strengthens argumentation. By applying these methods, learners can

move beyond surface appreciation to a deeper understanding of how rhetoric functions.

Fill in the blank: Analysing repetition (J),S) may reveal how an author emphasises a

1dea.
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THE RHETORICAL ANALYSIS PROCESS

( N { N { Y
1. IDENTIFY 2. DETERMINE 3. EVALUATE
DEVICE PURPOSE IMPACT
0 BBy
= $ :>. CONCLUSION:
UNDERSTANDING
Locate the specific Analyze why the Assess the EFFECTIVENESS
technique (e.g., author used it effectiveness on the
metaphor, (e.g., to persuade, audience (e.g.,
repetition). to emphasize) strong emotional
appeal)

Figure 1.3 Steps in rhetorical analysis

1.4.2 Evaluating rhetorical effectiveness (3l delal) aus)

The final stage of analysis is 43l &de\lll andi(evaluating rhetorical effectiveness). This
involves asking whether the rthetorical devices used actually achieve their intended purpose. For
instance, does a metaphor clarify the concept or confuse the reader? Does repetition strengthen
the message or make it monotonous? Evaluation requires critical thinking, balancing
appreciation of beauty with assessment of clarity and impact. In this way, learners develop the

ability to judge rhetoric not only aesthetically but also functionally.

Fill in the blank: Evaluating rhetorical effectiveness requires balancing appreciation of beauty

with assessment of and impact.

-
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Question Explanation Purpose
Does the device clarify | Rhetorical devices should Ensures eloquence supports
or confuse? illuminate meaning, not obscure | comprehension.
it.
Does repetition Repetition can reinforce ideas, | Helps assess balance between
strengthen or weaken | but excessive use may dilute emphasis and redundancy.
the message? impact.
Balance beauty with Aesthetic flourishes must Preserves the tradition of
clarity and impact enhance communication rather | eloquence while keeping
than distract. language purposeful.

Box 1.4 Evaluating rhetorical effectiveness

Pilot questions 1.4

1. What are &3 Jadail) maliaand why are they important?
2. Fill in the blank: Analysing repetition (J)Si)) may reveal how an author emphasises a
idea.
3. What is the purpose of evaluating rhetorical effectiveness?
4. Fill in the blank: Evaluating rhetorical effectiveness requires balancing appreciation of
beauty with assessmentof ~ and impact.

5. Give one example of how a rhetorical device might fail to achieve its intended purpose.

-
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Series summary

This Series has introduced you to the advanced areas of Arabic rhetoric (4eiiall 4u 21l 4&3) and
highlighted its importance in shaping meaning, beauty, and persuasion in the Arabic language.
We began with the foundations, defining advanced rhetoric and tracing its historical
development through the contributions of scholars such as balsll and Sl alall xe “We then
explored the key dimensions, focusing on stylistic devices like 3_taiu¥) 4niill and 48, and
examined how these interact with meaning. Following that, we considered applications in
classical texts, including Qur’anic verses and poetry, before moving on to contemporary
relevance in literature, media, and everyday communication. Finally, we studied analytical

approaches, learning methods of rhetorical analysis and how to evaluate rhetorical effectiveness.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define the foundations of advanced rhetoric
(SLO 1.1), explain its key dimensions and stylistic devices (SLO 1.2), analyse the relationship
between rhetoric and meaning (SLO 1.3), apply advanced rhetorical techniques in classical and
modern contexts (SLO 1.4), and demonstrate methods of rhetorical analysis to evaluate
effectiveness (SLO 1.5). These outcomes ensure that you can critically engage with advanced

rhetorical concepts, appreciating both their historical depth and their continuing relevance today.

Glossary of terms

o 423l (rhetoric): The art of expressing meaning with clarity, beauty, and persuasive

power in-Arabic.

o 4aiiall 4234 (advanced rhetoric): The deeper study of rhetoric that goes beyond
ornamentation, focusing on how words, structures, and stylistic devices shape meaning

and impact.

o &l (al-Jahiz): An early Arabic scholar whose works contributed significantly to the

study of rhetoric and literary expression.

o (anll aElae (‘Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani): A major scholar of Arabic rhetoric, known
for his theory of akill(composition), which emphasises the arrangement of words and

meanings.
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o 4nddl (simile): A stylistic device that clarifies an idea by comparing it to something else,

often using words such as "like" or "as".

o 3 i) (metaphor): A rhetorical device that conveys meaning by describing one thing in

terms of another, creating vivid imagery.

o 4UsY (metonymy): A rhetorical device where a concept is expressed indirectly through

association, often to add subtlety or elegance.

e (uball (paronomasia): A rhetorical device involving wordplay with similar sounds but

different meanings, used to enrich expression.

o >l (rhymed prose): A stylistic feature where prose is written with rhyming endings,

common in classical Arabic texts.

o 3Lkl (antithesis): A rhetorical device that places contrasting ideas together to strengthen

meaning or argument.

o S (repetition): The deliberate use of repeated words or phrases to emphasise a

central idea or theme.

o Al Ay pll e puaill (classical Arabic texts): Literary works such as poetry, prose, and

Qur’anic verses that employ advanced rhetorical devices.

o () (meaning): The underlying sense or concept conveyed by language, which rhetoric

aims to clarify and enhance.

o | (&3 Juladll malia (methods of rhetorical analysis): Scholarly approaches used to study

how rhetorical devices function within texts, focusing on purpose and impact.

o 4£M 4lelil) oy (evaluating rhetorical effectiveness): The process of judging whether
rhetorical devices achieve their intended purpose, balancing beauty with clarity and

impact.

-
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Concept check questions [Series 1]
Objective questions

1. Which term refers to the deeper study of rhetoric beyond ornamentation? (Linked to-SLO
1.1)

2. Who was the scholar known for developing the theory of ail1? (Linked to SEO 1.1)

3. Which stylistic device clarifies an idea by comparing it to something else? (Linked to
SLO 1.2)

4. What rhetorical device places contrasting ideas together to strengthen meaning? (Linked
to SLO 1.2)

5. In contemporary literature, rhetorical devices are used to add depth-and what? (Linked to

SLO 1.4)
Short-answer questions

6. Define 4adiiall 4&Mdand explain its scope. (Linked to SLO 1.1)
7. Describe the relationship between rhetoric (4&3&)) and meaning (i=4) in Arabic texts.
(Linked to SLO 1.3)

8. Give two examples of rhetorical devices used in classical Arabic texts. (Linked to SLO

1.4)
9. Explain why evaluating rhetorical effectiveness (43 4le W) ands) is important. (Linked
to SLO.155)

10. How does advanced rhetoric remain relevant in modern media and public speaking?
(Linked to SLO1.4)

Long-answer questions

11. Analyse the contributions of early scholars such as Lalall and S 2l Jall ae to the
foundations of advanced rhetoric. (Linked to SLO 1.1)

12. Evaluate the effectiveness of stylistic devices like 3wyl 4nidll and 4581 in clarifying
meaning and enhancing impact. (Linked to SLO 1.2, SLO 1.3)

-
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13. Assess the applications of advanced rhetoric in both classical Arabic texts and
contemporary contexts, highlighting similarities and differences. (Linked to SLO 1.4)
14. Demonstrate how methods of rhetorical analysis can be applied to evaluate rhetorical

effectiveness in a chosen text. (Linked to SLO 1.5)

Answers to Concept check questions [Series 1]
Objective questions

1. 4axiial) &3 (advanced rhetoric).
2. GFaoall e,

3. 4nddl (simile).

4. 3Lkl (antithesis).

5

Resonance.
Short-answer questions

6. Advanced rhetoric is the deeper study of rhetoric, focusing on how words, structures, and
stylistic devices shape meaning and impact.

7. Rhetoric must serve meaning, clarifying or enhancing it rather than distracting from it.

8. Examples include Ul (paronomasia) and g (thymed prose).

9. Evaluating rhetorical effectiveness ensures that devices achieve their intended purpose,
balancing beauty with clarity and impact.

10. Inmodern contexts, rhetoric enhances persuasion, clarity, and engagement in media and

public speaking.
Long-answer questions

11. Basic response: Scholars such as Balall and Jls sl jall ve aid the foundations of
advanced rhetoric by exploring how devices enhance meaning and interpretation.
Value-added response: Beyond the Series, their contributions also shaped literary

criticism and linguistic theory, influencing how rhetoric is studied across disciplines.

-
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12. Basic response: Devices like simile, metaphor, and metonymy clarify ideas and enrich
meaning.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may note that these devices also create
cultural resonance, linking abstract ideas to familiar imagery and strengthening emotional
impact.

13. Basic response: Classical texts used rhetoric to elevate poetry and Qur’anic verses, while
contemporary contexts apply it in literature, media, and everyday communication.
Value-added response: Learners may highlight that both contexts share the goal of
enhancing meaning, though modern usage adapts devices to new audiences and mediums.

14. Basic response: Methods of rhetorical analysis involve identifying devices, determining
their purpose, and evaluating their impact.

Value-added response: Learners may demonstrate this by applying analysis to a chosen
text, showing how repetition strengthens a theme or how metaphor clarifies a complex

idea.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1]
Part 1.1: Definition and scope of advanced rhetoric (desiiall 43 gl g iy %)

1. It focuses on how words, structures, and stylistic devices shape meaning and impact.
2. Meaning.

3. Lallland Ss sl el se

4. Sl palEll e

5., Because rhetoric was essential for clarifying divine messages and enriching poetry.
Part 1.2: Key dimensions of advanced rhetoric (4esiiall 483l 4 ) SasY)

1./ Stylistic devices are tools that give language beauty and persuasive power.
2. Something else for comparison.
3. s iyl and ALY,
4. Meaning.
5. Because devices must support clarity and enhance understanding.
o
-
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Part 1.3: Applications of advanced rhetoric (dediiall &3 ciliylad)

1. Gbbl asudl uliall,
Divine.
It adds depth and resonance to works.

Resonance.

A I

Because it adapts to new contexts while retaining classical roots.
Part 1.4: Analytical approaches to advanced rhetoric (deiial)l 430 3 4 ldasl) galial)

1. Methods of rhetorical analysis, used to study devices, their purpose, and impact.
A central idea.
To judge whether devices achieve their intended purpose:

Clarity.

A

For example, repetition may weaken a message if overused.

References and Attributions'[Series,l]
General References (APA style)

e Al-Jahiz. (n.d.). Al-Bayan wa al-Tabyin. Classical Arabic text on rhetoric and literary
expression.

e  Al-Jurjani, “‘Abd al-Qahir. (n.d.). Dala’il al-I jaz and Asrar al-Balagha. Foundational
works on Arabic rhetoric and the theory of akill,

o Suleiman, Y. (2003). The Arabic language and national identity: A cultural politics.
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.

o Versteegh, K. (1997). The Arabic linguistic tradition. London: Routledge.

e Open Educational Resources (OER Commons). (n.d.). Retrieved from

https://www.oercommons.org

-
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Illustration Attributions

Figure 1.1 Relationship between meaning, style, and impact
o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing meaning, style, and impact as
interconnected elements of advanced Arabic rhetoric.”
o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric meaning style impact OER”
e Plate 1.1 Manuscript of al-Jurjani’s rhetorical writings
o Al prompt: “Generate an image of a manuscript page from al-Jurjani’s works on
Arabic rhetoric.”
o Search string: “al Jurjani Arabic rhetoric manuscript OER”
e Figure 1.2 Stylistic devices and their functions
o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing simile, metaphor, and metonymy in
Arabic rhetoric with examples and functions.”
o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric stylistic devices simile metaphor metonymy OER”
e Box 1.2 Rhetoric and meaning
o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising the relationship between rhetoric
and meaning in Arabic.”
o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric relationship meaning clarity OER”
e Plate 1.2 Classical Arabic text with rhetorical devices
o Al prompt: “Generate an image of a classical Arabic manuscript highlighting
rhetorical devices such as saj and jinas.”
o Search string: “Arabic classical texts rhetoric manuscript OER”
e Box 1.3 Contemporary relevance of advanced rhetoric
o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising the contemporary relevance of
advanced Arabic rhetoric.”
o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric contemporary relevance literature media OER”
o Figure 1.3 Steps in rhetorical analysis
o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing the process of rhetorical analysis:
identify device, determine purpose, evaluate impact.”
o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric methods rhetorical analysis OER”

e Box 1.4 Evaluating rhetorical effectiveness
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o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising key questions for evaluating
rhetorical effectiveness in Arabic rhetoric.”

o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric evaluating effectiveness clarity impact OER”
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Series 3: Jurjan’s Theory Of Nadhm In Addala’il Wa Al-‘Asrar
Part 3.1 Foundations Of Jurjan’s Theory (¢ 2 4 ki (uul)

« 3.1.1 Background of s all jalll xe and his works ( _ilse ¥/ Si¥and 4500 /)
e 3.1.2 Definition of a&i(Nadhm) and its central role in rhetoric

o 3.1.3 Distinction between Lill(word) and (s*!\(meaning) in Jurjan’s theory
Part 3.2 The Principle Of Arrangement (p&il) 4 cufi 3 1aa)

e 3.2.1 How words gain meaning through arrangement
e 3.2.2 The relationship between syntax and semantics in.Arabic rhetoric

e 3.2.3 Qur’anic examples illustrating the principle of Nadhm
Part 3.3 Stylistic And Semantic Implications (43340 4 sl JENY)

e 3.3.1 Impact of Nadhm on clarity and eloquence
e 3.3.2 The role of stylistic devices within the framework of Nadhm

e 3.3.3 Examples from classical Arabic poetry and prose
Part 3.4 Applications And Critical Perspectives (il ¢ ¥ g cliylaill)

e 3.4.1 Application of Nadhm in Qur’anic exegesis (U<ill)
e 3.4.2 Influence of Jurjan’s theory on later scholars and literary criticism

e 3.4.3 Contemporary relevance of Nadhm in modern linguistic and rhetorical studies

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored the Badic’ aspect of Arabic rhetoric (&) and examined how
ornamental devices enrich language with artistry and subtlety. Building on that foundation, this
Series turns to one of the most influential theories in Arabic rhetorical tradition: akill 43 5(the

theory of arrangement) developed by a yall Jaldl xe in his works _ilae ¥/ Li¥and 4500 )/

-
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This theory is central to understanding how meaning in Arabic texts, especially the Qur’an,

emerges not merely from individual words but from their arrangement and interconnection.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to Jurjan’s theory of Nadhm, explain its principles, and
demonstrate its applications in classical and modern contexts. By the end, you will be able to
analyse how arrangement shapes meaning and evaluate the lasting impact of Jurjan’s

contribution to rhetoric.

We shall commence this Series by examining the foundations of Jurjan’stheory, including his
background, the definition of aiill, and the distinction between &illl(word) and (si*all(meaning).
Next, we will explore the principle of arrangement, focusing on how words gainmeaning
through their order and how this is illustrated in Qur’anic examples. Following that, we will
move on to stylistic and semantic implications, considering how Nadhm enhances clarity,
eloquence, and literary beauty. Finally, we will wrap up by discussing applications and critical
perspectives, including its role in Qur’anic exegesis, its influence on later scholars, and its

relevance in modern rhetorical and linguistie studies.

Series Learning Qutcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 3.1 define Jurjan’s concept of akill(Nadhm) and explain its central role in Arabic
rhetoric,

o [ SLO 3.2 describe the distinction between $ill(word) and #2all(meaning) in Jurjan’s
theory,

e SLO 3.3 analyse how words gain meaning through arrangement and illustrate this with
Qur’anic examples,

e SLO 3.4 explain the stylistic and semantic implications of Nadhm for clarity, eloquence,
and literary beauty,

e SLO 3.5 apply Jurjan’s theory of Nadhm to examples from classical Arabic poetry and

prose,
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e SLO 3.6 evaluate the application of Nadhm in Qur’anic exegesis and its influence on
later scholars, and
e SLO 3.7 assess the contemporary relevance of Jurjan’s theory in modern linguistic and

rhetorical studies.

3.1 Foundations Of Jurjan’s Theory (st sl &5 ks Gaul)

3.1.1 Background of s _all ,aldll ne and his works

2l 2B aewas a renowned scholar of Arabic rhetoric and linguistics, best known for his
two seminal works: _ilae ¥/ Li¥Y{Proofs of Inimitability) and 43/ w(Secrets of Eloquence).
His contributions shaped the study of rhetoric by emphasising the interplay between words and
meanings, and by introducing the concept of aiill(Nadhm). Jurjan argued that the beauty of the
Qur’an and Arabic literature lies not in isolated words but in the way they are arranged to convey

meaning.

Fill in the blank: Jurjan’s two most famous works are _ilae ¥/ Ji¥and

_f,;.u,,,“g; -dsw.su..l TR _,Gy|r~‘ou|h}.5'-wyco_,g§.ﬂ\vh\d\ o
!‘?‘*&-u.»u' 3415.:49&3”4;’\9‘49}6&%\&‘5}9\,‘&9\ )'&%é\’ﬁ\‘f}l’r).ﬂ

' -v‘f' s__g,-.u,odaa-_, bv,_,(uac-.._)\aé-ﬁ\“sg&\ Ax\u\.a-su;\v:.\s S{f‘“?
W]_,»u‘d»\v.h_,w\su»wy&\&aﬂw T‘ =
ulé&,g\w&a,..s\w,\m \M.ép \_e >

. l-_)l’-.}‘_‘fM\\ﬁ\u‘ o\_,bé\&&\s
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3.1.2 Definition of ol (Nadhm)

aill(Nadhm) refers to the arrangement of words in a sentence such that meaning emerges from
their order and relationship. Jurjan insisted that eloquence is not achieved by selecting beautiful
words alone, but by placing them in a structure where each word supports and enhances the
others. This principle explains why the Qur’an is considered inimitable: its arrangement

produces meanings that cannot be replicated by human effort.

Example: In the Qur’an, ¢ Lalil) ool o 40 =¥ Uﬂf(Surah Fatir 28). The arrangement places
slalali(the scholars) at the end, emphasising that true fear of God is found among them. The

meaning arises from the order, not just the words themselves.

Fill in the blank: According to Jurjan, eloquence is achieved not by isolated words but by their

JURJANI’'S NAZM THEORY

(The Science of Word Arrangement & Meaning Creation) = I
#4 THE ELOQUENT ¥
. AL-MANA “ UTTERANCE
e Meaning/Content) (Al-Kalam al-Baligh)
{ AL-NAZM

i (The dcsmement), Jg || \ &7 ! LITERAL B RHETORICAL
N\ || MEANING MEANING
4\ (Aslal-Ma'na) (Ma'na al-Ma'na /
SYNTACTIC Fadl al-Ma'na)
RELATIONSHIPS -
(Ta'alluq & Tarabut)

According to Jurjani, eloquence (Balagha) is not in the words themselves or the meanings
AL'NAHW inisolation, but in the precise grammatical composition and syntactical relations (Nazm)
(Gramma(ica[ Structure) that flawlessly unite them, creating layers of meaning beyond the literal.
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3.1.3 Distinction between 5l (word) and (=<l (meaning)

Jurjan made a clear distinction between £ill(word) and ~*Y(meaning). He argued that words
are mere vehicles, while meaning is the essence conveyed through their arrangement. A single
word may carry a dictionary definition, but its rhetorical power emerges only when placed in a
sentence. This distinction highlights why Nadhm is central: it bridges the gap between

vocabulary and eloquence.

2 4@

Example: The word Lsi(light) on its own denotes brightness. But in the Qur’an, &/ 5Lalll ) o7 40/
ua jS;/j(Surah al-Nir 35), the arrangement elevates the word to signify divine guidance and

presence.

Fill in the blank: Jurjan taught that words are vehicles, while is the essence conveyed

through arrangement.

Concept Explanation Rhetorical Significance

Lill(Word / Form) Refers to the linguistic Words alone do not guarantee
expression~—the chosen words and | eloquence unless properly
their arrangement. ordered.

2all(Meaning / Represents the underlying idea or | Meaning is revealed through

Essence) message conveyed. the structure and interplay of

words.

Eloquence arises Jurjan1’s nazm theory emphasizes | Establishes the foundation of

when words are that eloquence is not in isolated Arabic rhetoric: beauty emerges

arranged to reveal words but in their syntactic and when Liand Sxaare

meaning semantic harmony. inseparably united.

Box 3.1 Key distinction in Jurjan’s theory

Pilot questions 3.1

1. What are the two most famous works of s _all Jaldl ame?

-
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2. Fill in the blank: Jurjan’s two most famous works are _ilae ¥/ Ji¥and

3. Define ahiilland explain why it is central to Jurjan’s theory of rhetoric.

4. Fill in the blank: According to Jurjan, eloquence is achieved not by isolated words but by
their

5. What distinction did Jurjan make between &illland (Sxall?

6. Fill in the blank: Jurjan taught that words are vehicles, while ~ is the essence
conveyed through arrangement.

7. Provide one Qur’anic example that illustrates how meaning emerges from arrangement in

Nadhm.

3.2 The Principle Of Arrangement (ahidl 3 casi i) faw)

3.2.1 How words gain meaning through arrangement

Jurjan emphasised that words on their own are limited in meaning, but when arranged in a
sentence, they acquire depth and significance. This principle of aii(Nadhm) shows that
eloquence arises from the way words are ordered and connected. The arrangement determines

emphasis, clarity, and the overall impact of the message.

Example: In the Qur'an, Ak eslic G 4l 2<7 Lad(Surah Fatir 28). The placement of slalaliat the
end highlights that scholars are the-.ones who truly fear God. The meaning is shaped by the order,

not just the vocabulary.

Fill in the blank: Jurjan taught that eloquence arises from the way words are and

connected.

-
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JURJANI'S THEORY OF NAZM: WORD ORDER & EMPHASIS IN ARABIC SENTENCES

STANDARD ORDER
(Neutral Action Focus)
S s STANDARD ORDER
J=8 (Verb) + Je (Subject) + Jg=ae (Object) (Neutral Action Focus)

Oy (Dharaba) 433 (Zaydun) 13a& (‘Amran) 2 I
5_’} Emphasis on the event itself A SUPJECT FOCUS (Takhsls;al-f f:”) h
- SHIFTING SUBJECT :lg’ls (Subject) + Jas (Verb) + Jg=as (Object)
TO FRONT L) (Zaydun) &7o (Dharaba) I3es (‘Amran)
l L 41?\ Emphasis: ZAYD (specifically) is the one who hit

OBJECT FOCUS (Takhsis al-Maf'al)
Jo=aa (Object) + J= (Verb) + Jeb (Subject) SHIFTING OBJECT
Io& (‘Amran) 7o (Dharaba) 333 (Zaydun) TO FRONT

v
OBJECT-SUBJECT FOCUS (Tagdim al-Maf'ul ‘ala al-Fa'il)

Jomds (Object) + Je& (Subject) + J=é (Verb
smnmeouscrj v O )» ’g( foct) o oo (leil)
& SUBJECT [3+& (‘Amran) 353 (Zaydun) o (Dharaba)
Emphasis: It was ‘AMR that ZAYD hit (contrasting both elements)

‘L» Emphasis: ‘AMR (specifically) is the one hit

(According to Jurjani, the arrangement (Nazm) dictates the intended meaning and psychological focus, not just the grammatical function.)

Figure 3.2 Word arrangement and emphasis in Nadhm

3.2.2 The relationship between syntax and semantics in Arabic rhetoric

Jurjan argued that syntax (s>) and semantics (1Y) are inseparable. Syntax provides the
structure, while semantics provides the meaning. Together, they form the basis of eloquence. A
change in syntax can alter meaning, and meaning cannot be fully conveyed without proper
structure. This relationship explains why the Qur’an’s arrangement is considered miraculous, as

its syntax and semantics work in perfect harmony.

Example: < @ &5 ciia; ) Cua; Li{Surah al-Anfal 17). The syntax here distinguishes between

human action and divine will, producing a layered meaning.

Fill'in the blank: Jurjan showed that syntax provides the structure, while provides the
meaning.
Element Explanation Rhetorical Significance

-
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Syntax (s>il) Provides the grammatical Ensures structural coherence
framework that governs how and precision in expression.

words are ordered and connected.

Semantics (AYl) Supplies the meaning conveyed by | Anchors the message, guiding
words and their relationships. interpretation and
comprehension.
Eloquence arises when | Jurjani’s theory of Nadhm Establishes that beauty in
both work together emphasizes that eloquence is language emerges from the
harmoniously achieved when syntax and unity of form and meaning.

semantics interact seamlessly.

Box 3.2 Syntax and semantics in Nadhm

3.2.3 Qur’anic examples illustrating the principle.of Nadhm

Jurjan frequently used Qur’anic verses to.demonstrate how arrangement produces meaning. He
argued that the Qur’an’s eloquence lies in its unique order, which cannot be replicated. Each

verse shows how words, when arranged, convey meanings beyond their dictionary definitions.

s £ a7

Example 1: oY cilslaldl 5 4 & Surah al-Nar 35). The arrangement elevates Jsi(light) to

signify divine guidance, not just physical brightness.

Example 2: lis lén STafl5 3175 515  {Surah al-Fajr 22). The repetition and arrangement of thia o

emphasises order and majesty.

Fill in the blank: Jurjan argued that the Qur’an’s eloquence lies in its unique , which

cannot be replicated.

-
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Plate 3.2 Qur’anic manuscript illustrating Nadhm examples

Pilot questions 3.2

1. What does Jurjan mean when he says words gain meaning through arrangement?

2. Fill in the blank: Jurjan taught that eloquence arises from the way wordsare  and
connected.

3. How does syntax relate to semantics in Jurjan’s theory of Nadhm?

4. Fill in'the blank: Jurjan showed that syntax provides the structure, while  provides
the meaning,

5. Provide one Qur’anic example that illustrates how arrangement produces meaning in
Nadhm.

6. Fill in the blank: Jurjan argued that the Qur’an’s eloquence lies in its unique |

which cannot be replicated.

Do)
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3.3 Stylistic And Semantic Implications (¥l s du L) 5

3.3.1 Impact of Nadhm on clarity and eloquence

Jurjan taught that »&i(Nadhm) is not only about arranging words but about achieving clarity:
and eloquence. When words are placed in their proper order, the intended meaning becomes
clear and the expression gains beauty. Eloquence, therefore, is the result of precise arrangement

that avoids ambiguity and enhances the listener’s or reader’s understanding.

Example: In the Qur'an, Liles el Lks 5 oLoly il s . {Surah al-Naba’ 10-11). The

arrangement contrasts J#(night) and J(day), producing clarity and eloquence through balance.

Fill in the blank: Jurjan taught that eloquence results from precise that avoids ambiguity.

THE IMPACT OF WORD ARRANGEMENT IN ARABIC RHETORIC

|[I§EJ' (gl désll 5 bl

LEXICAL &
GRAMMATICAL
RESOURCES
(dyganillg dagalll 3)lgall) ENHANCING CLARITY

, (z:9)l/d>lasdll Gaix) |
J i

| C \ ,«-{,—\ ff. /
l LOGICAL FLOW & ORDER WORD RHYTHMIC FLOW & SOUND /
| (ko] Jusbuasil) : ARRANGEMENT (Liawgall yo,2Jlg glir3I) ‘
>) (wadWl/akaill) C ‘
PRECISE MEANING & SYNTAX FIGURATIVE & METAPHORICAL USE
(=xillg sinall d53) (sngeaill/sjlall plaiiuwdl) 1

CULTIVATING ELOQUENCE
(OLl/assul (§1825)

ELIMINATION OF AMBIGUITY
(ualll AL31)

EMOTIONAL & PERSUASIVE IMPACT
(o£UdYlg Lablall y5ll)

~()- | TRANSPARENT UNDERSTANDING ARTISTIC BEAUTY & INFLUENCE [/ {
AL~ (Slasr/puslg 0e) (430 i3 Jlo2)

ENHANCED COMMUNICATION
& PERSUASION

(padio gLislg Jlad Jols))

Figure 3.3 Nadhm as a source of clarity and eloquence
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3.3.2 The role of stylistic devices within the framework of Nadhm

Jurjan explained that stylistic devices such as sbal(paronomasia), @kbll(antithesis), and gl
(rhymed prose) gain their rhetorical power only when integrated into proper arrangement.
Without Nadhm, these devices may appear forced or meaningless. Within Nadhm, howeyer, they

contribute to rhythm, balance, and persuasive impact.

Example: In Arabic poetry:
Yole (S8 Cuaisf 13) 5 oLl 5 56 Conn 13
(If you love, be loyal; if you hate, be just).

Here, 4Liall(parallelism) works effectively because of the balanced arrangement of clauses.

Fill in the blank: Stylistic devices gain rhetorical power only when integrated into proper

Device Explanation Role in Nadhm

wsbiali(Paronomasia | Uses sound similarity between words | Relies on arrangement to
/ Wordplay) to create playful or layered meaning. | ensure that similarity
enhances, rather than

obscures, meaning.

Gukll(Antithesis / Places opposing ideas side by side Gains power through balanced

Contrast of for emphasis. syntactic structure that
Opposites) highlights contrast.
t>d\(Rhymed Employs rhythm and rhyme in prose, | Effectiveness depends on
Prose) often in sermons or Qur’anic arrangement that unites sound
passages. with semantic clarity.
All depend on Jurjani argued that rhetorical beauty | Reinforces his Nadhm
arrangement for emerges only when devices are principle: eloquence arises
effectiveness woven into syntax and semantics from the interplay of form and
harmoniously. meaning.

Box 3.3 Stylistic devices in Nadhm

-
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3.3.3 Examples from classical Arabic poetry and prose

Jurjan often cited examples from poetry and prose to demonstrate how arrangement produces
stylistic and semantic effects. Poets carefully ordered words to achieve rhythm, emphasis, and
emotional resonance. Prose writers likewise relied on arrangement to persuade and delight their

audiences.

Example: A poet says:
s o) 3y i peale
(I will be patient until patience itself runs out).
This hyperbolic expression gains impact because of the arrangement, which places suall

(patience) at the centre of the statement.

Fill in the blank: In classical Arabic poetry, arrangement was used.to-achieve rhythm, emphasis,

and resonance.

ISR emmENy)
V7 o 97

;‘.-\,-'n';"/_://'-h g
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=
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Pilot questions 3.3

1. How does Nadhm contribute to clarity and eloquence in Arabic rhetoric?

2. Fill in the blank: Jurjan taught that eloquence results from precise  that avoids
ambiguity.

3. What role do stylistic devices play within the framework of Nadhm?

4. Fill in the blank: Stylistic devices gain rhetorical power only when integrated into proper

5. Provide one example from Arabic poetry that shows how arrangement produces stylistic
and semantic effects.
6. Fill in the blank: In classical Arabic poetry, arrangement was used to achieve rhythm,

emphasis, and resonance

3.4 Applications And Critical Perspectives (A28 ¢ ¥ gelanlaill)

3.4.1 Application of Nadhm in Qur’anic exegesis (il

Jurjan’s theory of akill(Nadhm) became a cornerstone in Qur’anic exegesis. Scholars used it to
explain why the Qur’an is considered inimitable, focusing on how meaning arises from
arrangement rather.than isolated words. Jurjan argued that the miraculous nature of the Qur’an
lies in its structure, where syntax.and semantics combine to produce meanings beyond human

capacity.

Example:. 540 <I5 Gua 5 3/ Ciia 5 Li{Surah al-Anfal 17). The arrangement distinguishes
between human effort and divine action, a subtlety that exegetes highlight when applying
Nadhm.

Fill in the blank: Jurjan argued that the miraculous nature of the Qur’an lies in its , not in

1solated words.
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JURJANI'S

P 1. ANALYSIS OF SYNTACTIC [/

STRUCTURE Word Order,

as Meaning
/

HEORY OF NAZM
(ool ol & )

Arrangement & Contest /

A

2. EXPLORATION OF
RHETORICAL FUNCTION

USaTe IRTY)

- ) { )
) Sentence Contextual ( ]
Word Choice Construction Placement Figurative Language Rhythm & Sound Coherence & Flow
s P (Gl B30l (8)lszly Slanall) (o2ls @) (plawusVly chuadl)

J

| INTENDED MEANING & |
e EMPHASIS ‘

[ AESTHETIC BEAUTY & |
IMPACT
(SWlg il Jlaz)

| (aS9lg spaiall isal) |

UNDERSTANDING & DIVINE WISDOM |
(&)Y doSlly Jgaldl gl

Result: Appreciating the Qur'an’s Inimitability (jlasyl)
through its Eloquent Arrangement.

| HOLISTIC

Figure 3.4 Nadhm in Qur’anic exegesis

3.4.2 Influence of Jurjan’s theery.,on later scholars and literary criticism

Jurjan’s insights influenced generations of scholars, including rhetoricians, linguists, and
exegetes. His emphasis on arrangement reshaped literary criticism, moving focus away from
isolated vocabulary to the structure of discourse. Later scholars such as ¢ 3«3l in <LisSIdrew

upon Jurjan’s ideas to explain Qur’anic eloquence.

Fill in the blank: Jurjan’s emphasis on arrangement reshaped criticism, moving focus

away from isolated vocabulary.

Scholar/Trend Explanation Impact

g i (Al- Applied Jurjant’s Nadhm theory in | Elevated rhetorical analysis in
Zamakhshari, al- Qur’anic exegesis, emphasizing tafstr, linking syntax and
Kashshayf) meaning to divine eloquence.
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arrangement as the source of
eloquence.

Later rhetoricians Shifted focus from isolated Reinforced Jurjani’s principle
vocabulary to the structural that eloquence lies in discourse
arrangement of words and structure, not individual terms.
meanings.

Literary criticism Moved toward analyzing how Established discourse-level
syntax and semantics interact within | analysis as-central to Arabic
texts. literary theory.

Box 3.4 Jurjan’s influence on later scholarship

3.4.3 Contemporary relevance of Nadhm in modefn linguistic:and rhetorical studies

Jurjan’s theory remains relevant today in both linguistic and rhetorical studies. Modern scholars
see parallels between Nadhm and discourse analysis, pragmatics, and stylistics. The idea that
meaning emerges from arrangement resonates with contemporary approaches to language,

showing that Jurjan’s insights were ahead of his time.

Example: In modern linguistics, cohesion and coherence are studied as properties of text.
Jurjan’s Nadhm anticipated these concepts by emphasising how arrangement creates unity and

meaning.

Fill in/the blank: Modetn scholars see parallels between Nadhm and contemporary approaches

such as analysis.

-
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Plate 3.4 Modern linguistic studies referencing Nadhm

Pilot questions 3.4

1. How is Jurjan’s theory of Nadhm applied in Qur’anic exegesis?

2. Fill in the blank: Jurjan argued that the miraculous nature of the Qur’an lies inits |
not in isolated words.

3. How did Jurjan’s theory influence later scholars such as s &3 3112

4. ~Fill in the blank: Jurjan’s emphasis on arrangement reshaped  criticism, moving
focus away from isolated vocabulary.

S. What is the contemporary relevance of Nadhm in modern linguistic and rhetorical
studies?

6. Fill in the blank: Modern scholars see parallels between Nadhm and contemporary

approaches such as analysis.

)
h.?l. » }
T—=c ~ UET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Series summary

This Series has introduced you to Jurjan’s theory of aiil\(Nadhm) as presented in _ilae ¥/ Ji¥aand
42U /] Tts purpose was to show how meaning in Arabic rhetoric emerges from the
arrangement of words rather than from isolated vocabulary. We began by exploring the
foundations of Jurjan’s theory, including his background, the definition of Nadhm, and the
distinction between &illl(word) and (s*ll(meaning). We then examined the prin¢iple of
arrangement, focusing on how syntax and semantics interact and how Qur’anic verses illustrate
this. Following that, we considered stylistic and semantic implications, looking at how Nadhm
enhances clarity, eloquence, and the effectiveness of devices such as «Uadland (3kdal), Finally,
we discussed applications and critical perspectives, including its role in Qur’anic exegesis, its
influence on later scholars such as <3<, and its relevance in modern linguistic and rhetorical

studies.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define Jurjan’s concept of Nadhm (SLO
3.1), describe the distinction between word and meaning (SLO 3.2), analyse how arrangement
produces meaning with Qur’anic examples (SLO 3.3), explain the stylistic and semantic
implications of Nadhm (SLO 3.4),apply the theory to classical texts (SLO 3.5), evaluate its role
in exegesis and literary criticism (SLO 3.6), and assess its contemporary relevance (SLO 3.7).
These outcomes ensure that you can confidently interpret and apply Jurjan’s insights,

recognising their enduring importance in the study of Arabic rhetoric.

-
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Glossary of terms

o 4230 Jiuid (Asrar al-Balagha): One of Jurjan’s major works, focusing on the secrets of

eloquence and how rhetorical devices function in Arabic expression.

o L8l (Lafz): Word or linguistic form. In Jurjan’s theory, words are vehicles that.carry

meaning but do not achieve eloquence on their own.

o (2l (Ma'na): Meaning or essence. According to Jurjan, meaning emerges through

arrangement and is the true substance of eloquence.

o ohill (Nadhm): Arrangement of words in a sentence or discourse. Jurjan’s central
concept, showing that eloquence arises from the order and relationship of words rather

than isolated vocabulary.

o Jas¥) JNa (Dala’il al-1'jaz): Jurjan’s foundational work explaining the inimitability of

the Qur’an, emphasising that its miraculous nature lies in its arrangement.

o aadlll (Tafsir): Qur’anic exegesis. Jurjan’s theory of Nadhm was widely applied in tafsir

to explain the eloquence and layered meanings of Qur’anic verses.

o il (Nahw): Syntax, the grammatical structure of sentences. Jurjan highlighted its

inseparable relationship with semantics in producing meaning.

« 4N (Dalalah): Semantics, the study of meaning. In Jurjan’s theory, semantics works

with syntaxto create clarity and eloquence.

o | a3l (Al-Zamakhshari): A later scholar who applied Jurjan’s theory of Nadhm in
his Qur’anic commentary <Li</| demonstrating its influence on subsequent rhetorical and

exegetical studies.

-
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Concept check questions [Series 3]

Objective questions

1. Which of Jurjan’s works explains the inimitability of the Qur’an? (Linked to SLO 3.1)
2. What is the Arabic term for “arrangement of words” in Jurjan’s theory? (Linked to SLO

3.1)

3. Which term refers to the linguistic form or word in Jurjan’s distinction? (Linked to SLO
3.2)

4. Which term refers to the essence or meaning conveyed through arrangement? (Linked to
SLO 3.2)

5. Jurjan argued that eloquence arises from the relationship between = and semantics.

(Linked to SLO 3.3)
6. Which later scholar applied Jurjan’s theory in his Qur’anic c¢ommentary <LiSI? (Linked
to SLO 3.6)

Short-answer questions

7. Define oii(Nadhm) and explain its central role in Arabic rhetoric. (Linked to SLO 3.1)

8. Describe the distinction Jurjan made between &illland A, (Linked to SLO 3.2)

9. Provide one Qur’anic example that illustrates how arrangement produces meaning.
(Linked to SLO 3.3)

10. Explain-how Nadhm contributes to clarity and eloquence. (Linked to SLO 3.4)

11. Give one example from Arabic poetry that shows how arrangement enhances stylistic
effect. (Linked to SLO 3.5)

12. How did Jurjan’s theory influence later scholars such as <3« 31? (Linked to SLO 3.6)

13. What is one way Jurjan’s theory remains relevant in modern linguistic studies? (Linked

to SLO 3.7)
Long-answer questions

14. Analyse why Jurjan considered arrangement more important than isolated vocabulary in
achieving eloquence. (Linked to SLO 3.1, 3.2)

-
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15. Evaluate the role of syntax and semantics in producing meaning according to Jurjan’s
theory. (Linked to SLO 3.3)

16. Assess how stylistic devices such as gsballand @wdlldepend on arrangement for
effectiveness. (Linked to SLO 3.4, 3.5)

17. Demonstrate how Jurjan’s theory was applied in Qur’anic exegesis and its influence on
later scholars. (Linked to SLO 3.6)

18. Critically evaluate the contemporary relevance of Jurjan’s theory of Nadhm in modern

linguistic and rhetorical studies. (Linked to SLO 3.7)

Answers to Concept check questions [Series 3]

Objective questions

1. ey LYo

2. #hil(Nadhm).

3. Lill(word).

4. s2al(meaning).
5. Syntax.

6. o)),

Short-answer questions

7. Nadhm is the arrangement of words in a sentence or discourse, central to eloquence
because meaning arises from order, not isolated words.

8. Jurjan distinguished between &ill(word as form) and (~*!\(meaning as essence),
showing that eloquence depends on arrangement.

9. Example: 4Ll solie S 4l 345 L) Surah Fatir 28), where arrangement emphasises
scholars as those who fear God.

10. Nadhm contributes to clarity and eloquence by placing words in precise order, avoiding
ambiguity and enhancing beauty.

11. Example: Yole S8 G 135 i 5 556 Cunf ifparallelism effective through arrangement).

-
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12. ¢ »é3a 30 applied Jurjan’s theory in «iLis/| emphasising arrangement in Qur’anic
commentary.
13. Modern linguistics finds parallels between Nadhm and discourse analysis, showing its

relevance in studying cohesion and coherence.
Long-answer questions

14. Basic response: Jurjan considered arrangement more important because isolated words
lack rhetorical power.

Value-added response: He argued that arrangement creates emphasis, clarity, and
layered meanings, especially in the Qur’an, making it inimitable.

15. Basic response: Syntax provides structure and semantics providesmeaning, both
essential for eloquence.

Value-added response: Jurjan anticipated modern linguistic theories by showing how
syntax and semantics interact to-produce nuanced meaning.

16. Basic response: Stylistic devices depend on arrangement to achieve rhythm and balance.
Value-added response: Without Nadhm, devices like wstislland (@3bhllose impact, but
with proper arrangement they enhance persuasion and beauty.

17. Basic response: Jurjan’s theory was applied in tafsir to explain Qur’anic eloquence.
Value-added response: His influence extended to scholars like s i3s3l shaping
literary criticism and rhetorical studies for centuries.

18. Basic response: Jurjan’s theory remains relevant in modern studies of language and
rhetoric.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may argue that Nadhm anticipated
discourse analysis and stylistics, bridging classical rhetoric with contemporary

linguistics.

-
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]
Part 3.1 Foundations Of Jurjan’s Theory (¢ 2 4 ki (uul)

1. lseY JiYand 45 )/

2. A

3. phillis the arrangement of words in a sentence or discourse, central to eloquence because
meaning arises from order, not isolated words.

Arrangement.

Jurjan distinguished between £illl(word as form) and (si*«ll(meaning as essence).
Meaning.

£Lalil) oolie G 4l 345 i Surah Fatir 28).
Part 3.2 The Principle Of Arrangement (a5l 3 cuiill jas)

1. Words gain meaning through arrangement, which determines emphasis and clarity.
Arranged.

Syntax provides structure, while semantics provides meaning.

Semantics.

w Y15 clglal) Jof d(Surah al-Nir 35).

A T

Arrangement.
Part 3.3 Stylistic And Semantic Implications (¥l 5 4 sbal) JEYY)

1. Nadhm contributes to clarity and eloquence by placing words in precise order, avoiding
ambiguity.

Arrangement.

Stylistic devices gain rhetorical power only when integrated into proper arrangement.

Arrangement.
Yole 586 Coaif 13) 5 oL 5 588 Capunf 13

N sy A

Emotional.

Part 3.4 Applications And Critical Perspectives (il ¢ ¥ g clilaily)

-
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2.
3.
4.
3.
6.

Jurjan’s theory is applied in Qur’anic exegesis to explain eloquence and layered
meanings.

Arrangement.

Jurjan’s theory influenced s i3 3l, who applied it in LS/

Literary criticism.

It remains relevant in modern studies of discourse, cohesion, and stylistics.

Discourse.
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References and Attributions [Series 3]

General References (APA style)

e Al-Jurjani, ‘Abd al-Qahir. (n.d.). Dala’il al-I jaz. Classical Arabic text on the
inimitability of the Qur’an.

e Al-Jurjani, ‘Abd al-Qahir. (n.d.). Asrar al-Baldgha. Foundational work on-the secrets of
eloquence.

e Suleiman, Y. (2003). The Arabic language and national identity: A cultural politics.
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.

e Versteegh, K. (1997). The Arabic linguistic tradition. London: Routledge:.

e Open Educational Resources (OER Commons). (n.d.). Retrieved from

https://www.oercommons.org

Illustration Attributions

Plate 3.1 Manuscript of Jurjan’s Dala’il al-I jaz
o Al prompt: “Generatean image of a classical Arabic manuscript page from
Jurjan’s Dala’il al-Ijaz.”

o Search string: “Jurjani Dalail al [jaz manuscript OER”

Figure 3.1 Meaning through arrangement in Nadhm
o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing how word arrangement creates meaning
in Jurjan’s theory of Nadhm.”

o | Search string: “Arabic rhetoric Jurjani Nadhm word arrangement diagram OER”

Box 3.1 Key distinction in Jurjan’s theory
o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising Jurjan’s distinction between &4 and
“ .,3

o Search string: “Jurjani Nadhm il meaning distinction OER”

Figure 3.2 Word arrangement and emphasis in Nadhm
o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing how different word orders change
emphasis in Arabic sentences, based on Jurjan’s theory of Nadhm.”

o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric Jurjani Nadhm word order emphasis OER”

-
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Box 3.2 Syntax and semantics in Nadhm
o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising the relationship between syntax and
semantics in Jurjan’s theory of Nadhm.”
o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric Jurjani syntax semantics Nadhm OER”
Plate 3.2 Qur’anic manuscript illustrating Nadhm examples
o Al prompt: “Generate an image of a Qur’anic manuscript page highlighting verses
that demonstrate Jurjan’s principle of Nadhm.”
o Search string: “Quran manuscript Jurjani Nadhm examples OER”
Figure 3.3 Nadhm as a source of clarity and eloquence
o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing how word arrangement enhances clarity
and eloquence in Arabic rhetoric.”
o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric Jurjani Nadhm clarity eloquence OER”
Box 3.3 Stylistic devices in Nadhm
o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising stylistic devices and their role in
Jurjan’s theory of Nadhm.”
o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric stylistic devices Jurjani Nadhm OER”
Plate 3.3 Classical Arabic manuscript illustrating stylistic arrangement
o Al prompt: “Generate an image of a classical Arabic manuscript showing
examples of stylistic arrangement in poetry.”
o Search string: “Arabic poetry manuscript stylistic arrangement Jurjani OER”
Figure 3.4 Nadhm in Qur’anic exegesis
o (Alprompt: “Generate a diagram showing how Jurjan’s theory of Nadhm is
applied in.Qur’anic exegesis.”
o Searchstring: “Jurjani Nadhm Quran exegesis diagram OER”
Box 3.4 Jurjan’s influence on later scholarship
o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising Jurjan’s influence on later scholars
and literary criticism.”
o Search string: “Jurjani Nadhm influence zamakhshari literary criticism OER”
Plate 3.4 Modern linguistic studies referencing Nadhm
o Al prompt: “Generate an image of a modern Arabic linguistics textbook

referencing Jurjan’s theory of Nadhm.”
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o Search string: “Arabic linguistics textbook Jurjani Nadhm modern relevance
OER”
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Series 4: New Ideas And Approaches To Arabic Rhetoric
Part 4.1 Emergence Of Modern Approaches (sl galial) 5Las)

e 4.1.1 Historical transition from classical rhetoric to modern perspectives
e 4.1.2 Influence of Western linguistic and literary theories on Arabic rhetoric

e 4.1.3 Early Arab scholars who integrated new ideas into rhetorical studies
Part 4.2 Structural And Functional Approaches (4ui gl g 4 sxil) zaliall)

e 4.2.1 Structuralism and its impact on analysing rhetorical texts
e 4.2.2 Functional approaches: rhetoric as communication.and persuasion

e 4.2.3 Case studies from modern Arabic literature applying these approaches
Part 4.3 Semantic And Pragmatic Approaches (| iy 4all galiall

e 4.3.1 The role of semantics in modern rhetorical analysis
e 4.3.2 Pragmatics and discourse analysis.in Arabic rhetoric

e 4.3.3 Examples from Qur’anic studies and contemporary Arabic prose
Part 4.4 Contemporary Innovations And Critical Perspectives (42811 #1915 3 palaal) < SINY)

e 4.4.1 Integration of rhetoric with modern sciences such as linguistics and semiotics
e 4.4.2 Critical perspectives on the adequacy of classical models in modern contexts

e 4.4.3 Future directions for Arabic rhetoric in academic and cultural studies

Introduction

In the last Series, we examined Jurjan’s theory of a&ill(Nadhm) and saw how meaning in Arabic
rhetoric emerges from the arrangement of words rather than isolated vocabulary. Building on that
foundation, this Series turns to the modern era, where scholars have introduced new ideas and

approaches to Arabic rhetoric. These innovations reflect the influence of global linguistic

-
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theories, the need to adapt classical models to contemporary contexts, and the desire to explore

rhetoric as a living discipline that continues to evolve.

The aim of this Series is to familiarise you with the major modern approaches to Arabic rhetoric,
explain how they differ from classical perspectives, and highlight their applications in litérature,
Qur’anic studies, and contemporary discourse. By the end, you will be able to critically evaluate
both the strengths and limitations of these approaches and consider their relevance for future

rhetorical studies.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the emergence of modern approaches, focusing on
the historical transition and early Arab scholars who integrated new ideas. Next; we will move
on to structural and functional approaches, examining how rhetoric is studied as both a system
and a tool of communication. Following that, we will consider semanti¢c.and pragmatic
approaches, looking at how meaning and discourse analysis enrich rhetorical study. Finally, we
will wrap up with contemporary innovations and critical perspectives, assessing how rhetoric

interacts with modern sciences and identifying possible directions for future research.

Series Learning Qutcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 4.1 describe the historical transition from classical rhetoric to modern approaches,

e SLO 4.2 explain the influence of Western linguistic and literary theories on Arabic
rhetorical studies,

e SLO 4.3 analyse structuralist perspectives and demonstrate how they are applied to
Arabic rhetorical texts,

e SLO 4.4 evaluate functional approaches that treat rhetoric as communication and
persuasion,

e SLO 4.5 apply semantic and pragmatic approaches to examples from Qur’anic studies

and modern Arabic prose,

-
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e SLO 4.6 assess the integration of rhetoric with modern sciences such as linguistics and
semiotics, and
e SLO 4.7 critically evaluate contemporary innovations and perspectives on the adequacy

of classical models in modern contexts.

4.1 Emergence Of Modern Approaches (diall zalidl sLis)

4.1.1 Historical transition from classical rhetoric to modern perspectives

The study of Arabic rhetoric underwent significant transformation in the modern era. While
classical scholars such as s _al) Jalall xe focused on concepts like. adl(arrangement) and
4&3d)(eloquence), modern scholars began to question how theseideas could be adapted to new
contexts. The rise of modern sciences, including linguistics and literaty theory, encouraged Arab
intellectuals to revisit rhetoric not only as an art but also as a discipline connected to

communication and social meaning.

Fill in the blank: Modern scholars revisited rhetoric by connecting it to and social

meaning.
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THE TRANSITION: CLASSICAL ARABIC RHETORIC TO MODERN APPROACHES
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(sl Jgol)

(m ; E WESTERN

LINGUISTICS
THREE DISCIPLINES: J (&)@ SLsLall) DISC&IE;'SJII ANII;.VSIS

Ma'ani, Bayan, Badl
(gaudl ‘ul...ll Qladl 3538 f,ls

FOUNDATIONAL TEXTS | A\
I & SCHOLARS TRANSITION & INFLUENCE ,,5§$.‘;$,§3§¢5‘,§,IL?ST
" (eg. Jurjani, Sakkaki) (x5Llg J3ol) rYLISTIC: RHETORIC
I (clolillg Lunanll yo5.all) . T oS 4 o) 2
d W (daglll) ) lag &gl 223J1)
T (&9udl 922

FOCUS:

QURANIC I e — /%
INMITABILITY & - O

. _ ELOQUENCE CULTURAL & CRITICAL
(&oladlly 3T5a)) jlne] :5:5301) READER- POST- ‘ RHETORIC
= RESPONSE THEORY \ | (Gazlng ZsladN dzv))
(@l &3V & 1)) I ’

PRE-20"™ CENTURY B | 20™ & 215T CENTURY

Figure 4.1 Transition from classical to modern rhetoric

4.1.2 Influence of Western linguistic and literary theories on Arabic rhetoric

The introduction of Western theories such as 4ss:\(structuralism) and 4 ¢l)(functionalism)
had a profound impact on Arabic rhetorical studies. Arab scholars began to adopt analytical
frameworks that emphasised structure, function, and communication. This allowed rhetoric to be

studied not only asa literary art but also as a system of meaning and persuasion.

Example: Structuralist approaches focus on the underlying system of language, while

functionalist approaches emphasise how rhetoric serves communication and persuasion.

Fill in the blank: Structuralist approaches focus on the underlying of language.

Influence Explanation Impact on Arabic Rhetoric
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Structuralism | Views language as a system of Encouraged Arab scholars to analyze
(dssiall) interrelated signs, emphasizing rhetoric through linguistic systems,
structure over individual words. focusing on syntax, semantics, and

discourse patterns.

Functionalism | Studies language in terms of its Shifted rhetorical studies toward
(Al 5l communicative and persuasive practical communication, persuasion,
functions. and audience impact rather than

purely aesthetic concerns.

Combined Both approaches reshaped Promoted new methodologies in
Effect modern Arabic rhetorical studies | literary criticism, education, and
by integrating linguistic theory OER-based teaching, bridging

with classical traditions. classical eloquence with modern

analysis.

Box 4.1 Western influences on Arabic rhetoric

4.1.3 Early Arab scholars who integrated new ideas into rhetorical studies

Arab intellectuals in the 19th and 20th centuries began to integrate modern approaches into
rhetoric. Figures such as cses 4k and ) 530 (2l explored how rhetoric could be studied alongside
modern literary-eriticism. Their work opened the door for blending classical insights with
contemporary theotries, ensuring that Arabic rhetoric remained relevant in modern academic

discourse.

Example: ! 53!V ¢l emphasised the importance of studying rhetoric as part of broader literary

and cultural analysis, moving beyond purely classical frameworks.

Fill'in the blank: G 4k and 53l (el were among the early Arab scholars who integrated

approaches into rhetorical studies.

-
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Plate 4.1 Early Arab scholars integrating modern approaches

Pilot questions 4.1

1. What major transformation did Arabic rhetoric undergo in the modern era?

2. Fill in the blank: Modern scholars revisited rhetoric by connectingitto  and social
meaning:

3. What influence did Western theories such as structuralism and functionalism have on
Arabic rhetoric?

4. Fill inthe blank: Structuralist approaches focus on the underlying  of language.

5. Who were some of the early Arab scholars that integrated modern approaches into
rhetorical studies?

6. Fill in the blank: (s 4k and 531 (el were among the early Arab scholars who

integrated approaches into rhetorical studies.
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4.2 Structural And Functional Approaches (3 ol s 43 gl zaliall)

4.2.1 Structuralism and its impact on analysing rhetorical texts

43 51 Structuralism) is a modern approach that views language and literature as systems

governed by underlying structures. Applied to Arabic rhetoric, structuralism shifts attention from

individual stylistic devices to the patterns and rules that organise texts. Scholars argue that

rhetorical beauty lies not only in isolated figures of speech but in the structural relationships that

hold a text together.

Example: In analysing Qur’anic verses, structuralist scholars focus on recurring patterns such as

parallelism and symmetry, showing how these structures contribute to meaning and eloquence.

Fill in the blank: Structuralism views language and literature as systems governed by underlying

STRUCTURALIST ANALYSIS OF ARABIC RHETORICAL PATTERNS:

|

PARALLELISM (Tawazi - !9) SYMMETRY (Tanasugq - Gl
SRSy Logrieime L e %z % Gy R S e
pLSYI &13 5315 4gSL g M55 3] Hladls A5 13] Jali
(Fha fakihatun wa-n-nakhlu dhatu l-akmam) (Wa-l-layli idha yaghsha wa-n-nahari idha tajalla)
[Prepositional [Noun _ L a0 [Noun A: al-Layl B: Yaghsha
Phrase] Phrase A [Conjunction] Phrase B] (The Night) (Covers/Darkens)
STRUCTURALIST
Syntagmatic Azis LENS:
(Linear Flow) Deep Structure
& Pattern
[[[D H:I:D] Recognition
Paradigmatic Axis
(Associative Relations)
Ncun Noun B": Tajalla A’ al-Nahar
(Indefinite/Generic) (Definite/Specific) (Reveals/Brighten: (The Day)
. = = )
S A e
Grammatical Equivalence Mirror Image Structure
(Binary Opposition: Generic vs. Specific) (Binary Opposition: Dark vs. Light)

OVERALL FUNCTION:

J

ing through Structured Relations,
Not Isolated Words

;l Iy
Vl

Figure 4.2 Structuralist analysis of rhetorical texts
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4.2.2 Functional approaches: rhetoric as communication and persuasion

4340 oY) (Functionalism) treats rhetoric as a tool for communication and persuasion rather than

merely an artistic display. This approach highlights the practical role of rhetoric in influencing

audiences, shaping discourse, and achieving social or political goals. Functionalist scholats study

how rhetorical devices serve specific communicative functions, such as clarifying meaning,

reinforcing arguments, or appealing to emotions.

Example: In modern speeches, rhetorical devices like repetition and metaphor are analysed not

only for their beauty but for how they persuade and mobilise audiences.

Fill in the blank: Functionalism treats rhetoric as a tool for

and persuasion.

Perspective

Explanation

Practical Function

Rhetoric as

communication

Language is viewed as a tool for
conveying ideas clearly and

effectively.

Ensures messages are
understood by diverse
audiences, prioritising clarity

over ornamentation.

Rhetoric as

persuasion

Rhetorical devices are employed to
influence attitudes, beliefs, or

actions.

Strengthens arguments,
enhances credibility, and

motivates audiences.

Devices serve
practical functions in

discourse

Stylistic.elements (e.g., repetition,
parallelism) are evaluated by their
impact on communication and

persuasion.

Moves rhetoric from aesthetic
display to functional discourse

analysis.

Box 4.2 Functionalist perspectives on rhetoric

4.2 .3 Case studies from modern Arabic literature applying these approaches

Modern Arabic literature provides rich examples of how structuralist and functionalist

approaches can be applied. Structuralist critics analyse novels and poetry for recurring motifs

-
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and narrative structures, while functionalist critics examine how texts engage with audiences and
address social issues. Together, these approaches broaden the scope of rhetorical study beyond

classical frameworks.

Example: In L sise cuai’s novels, structuralist analysis highlights narrative symmetry, while
functionalist analysis explores how his rhetoric engages with themes of modernity and social

change.

Fill in the blank: Structuralist critics focus on recurring motifs and structures, while functionalist

critics examine how texts engage with

Plate 4.2 Modern Arabic literature analysed through structuralist and functionalist approaches

Pilot:questions 4.2

1. What does structuralism emphasise in the study of rhetoric?
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2. Fill in the blank: Structuralism views language and literature as systems governed by
underlying

3. How does functionalism treat rhetoric differently from classical approaches?

4. Fill in the blank: Functionalism treats rhetoric as atool for  and persuasion.

5. Provide one example of how structuralist and functionalist approaches can be applied to
modern Arabic literature.

6. Fill in the blank: Structuralist critics focus on recurring motifs and structures, while

functionalist critics examine how texts engage with

4.3 Semantic And Pragmatic Approaches (&slee |l 5 A1l ~alially

4.3.1 The role of semantics in modern rhetorical analysis

ANall(Semantics) refers to the study of meaning in language. In modern rhetorical analysis,
semantics plays a crucial role in explaining how words.and expressions convey layered meanings
beyond their literal sense. Scholars emphasise that rhetorical power often lies in the semantic

depth of a text, where words carry cultural, emotional, and contextual significance.

x4 a7

Example: In the Qur'an, (25¥/5 /5l o d(Surah al-Nir 35), the word Usi(light) is

semantically rich, signifying divine guidance rather than physical illumination.

Fill in the blank: In-modern rhetorical analysis, semantics explains how words convey

meanings beyond their literal sense.
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b4 SEMANTIC LAYERS IN ARABIC RHETORIC (331 &3l § isall oliih)

3. CONTEXTUAL MEANING
(L_,?WI / @l:«ll all)
Dependent on speaket. audience, situation. and tone: Pragmatics.
Example: “Said sarcastically to a coward” (UUed s &L5); “Said In pralse at a funeral” (¢8) § b s <3)

ldiomatic, figurative, and rooted in tradition; Connotation

A
(;r

Example: A brave person, a warfior” (aluda «gle3)

3
=

Basic, dictionary definition; Denotation.
Example: ‘A large camivorous feline’
(oeda Olgeo)

TOTAL RHETORICAL EFFECT
(S 201 39))

g D

= Q%

L
. Fa |
.L’_.,-." \ v = Arrows indicate mutual influence and integration in understanding.

2 o 2o MY AN

Figure 4.3 Semantic layers in rhetorical analysis

4.3.2 Pragmatics and discourse analysis in Arabic rhetoric

4l li(Pragmatics) studies how meaning is shaped by context, while «Usdll Judai(discourse
analysis) examines how texts function in communication. Applied to Arabic rhetoric, these
approaches highlight how rhetorical devices achieve their effect depending on audience,
situation, and purpose. Pragmatics explains why the same phrase may carry different meanings

in different contexts, while discourse analysis shows how texts build coherence and persuasion.

Example: In political speeches, repetition of phrases such as <xib ¢// 52a ¢/(national unity) gains

rhetorical power through context, appealing to shared values and emotions.

Fill in‘the blank: Pragmatics studies how meaning is shaped by

Approach Explanation Rhetorical Significance
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Pragmatics Studies how meaning is shaped by | Highlights that rhetorical

(lad) ) context, including speaker effectiveness depends on situational
intention, audience, and situation. appropriateness, not just linguistic

form.

Discourse Examines texts as acts of Moves rhetoric beyond isolated

Analysis (Jsad | communication, focusing on devices to the level of whole texts

iladll) structure, coherence, and purpose. | and interactions.

Audience, Both approaches emphasize that Reinforces the functional dimension

situation, and rhetoric must be evaluated in of rhetoric, aligning eloquence with

purpose relation to its communicative clarity, persuasion, and impact.
goals.

Box 4.3 Pragmatic and discourse approaches

4.3.3 Examples from Qur’anic studies and contempotary Arabic prose

Modern scholars apply semantic and pragmatic approaches to both Qur’anic studies and
contemporary prose. In Qur’anic exegesis, semantics reveals the depth of divine language, while
pragmatics explains how verses address different audiences and contexts. In modern prose, these

approaches uncover how writers use language to persuade, critique, or inspire.

Example: In contemporary €ssays, writers may use metaphors like b/ 22 (political
darkness) to critique governance. Semantics highlights the metaphorical meaning, while

pragmatics explains its persuasive effect in a given social context.

Fill.in the blank: In Qur’anic exegesis, semantics reveals the depth of divine language, while

pragmatics explains how verses address different

-
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Plate 4.3 Qur’anic and modern prose analysed through semantics and pragmatics

Pilot questions 4.3

1. What role does semantics play in modern rhetorical analysis?

2. Fill in the blank: In modern rhetorical analysis, semantics explains how words convey
meanings beyond their literal sense.

How does pragmatics differ from semantics in rhetorical study?

Fill in the blank: Pragmatics studies how meaning is shaped by

Provide one example of how discourse analysis can be applied to Arabic rhetoric.

S AW

Fill in the blank: In Qur’anic exegesis, semantics reveals the depth of divine language,

while pragmatics explains how verses address different
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4.4 Contemporary Innovations And Critical Perspectives (43l &1 ¥ 58 palaall il j<5YY)

4.4.1 Integration of rhetoric with modern sciences such as linguistics and semiotics

In recent decades, scholars have sought to integrate Arabic rhetoric with modern sciences such as
<biludl)(linguistics) and <ibsasadl(semiotics). Linguistics provides tools for analysing how
language functions at different levels, while semiotics explores how signs and symbols create
meaning. This integration has allowed rhetoric to be studied not only as an art of eloquence but

also as a science of communication.

Example: Analysing Qur’anic metaphors through semiotics reveals how symbols like s
(light) function as signs of divine guidance, while linguistic analysis explains how syntax and

semantics reinforce this meaning.

Fill in the blank: Semiotics explores how and symbols create meaning.

INTEGRATION OF ARABIC RHETORIC (BALAGHA), LINGUISTICS, AND SEMIOTICS

s
AVEAVE: ANV

llm al-Ma'ani | | Ilm al-Bayan | | Iim al-Badi' k.
(Semantics) (Fsiguresh ?)f (Stylistics) Morphology Pragmatics
peecl

03
INTEGRATED

ANALYTICAL
FRAMEWORK

SEMIOTICS (SIMIYAIYYAT)

Signs &
Symbols

%=
Meaning-
Making

Contextual | Discourse
Understanding J Analysis
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Figure 4.4 Integration of rhetoric with modern sciences
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4.4.2 Critical perspectives on the adequacy of classical models in modern contexts

While classical models such as Jurjan’s s&iiremain foundational, modern scholars have raised
critical perspectives on their adequacy in addressing contemporary issues. Some argue that
classical rhetoric does not fully account for modern forms of communication such as media
discourse, political rhetoric, and digital texts. Others maintain that classical insights can be

adapted and extended to meet new challenges.

Example: In analysing social media discourse, critics highlight that classical models focus
heavily on literary texts, whereas modern contexts require attention to brevity, immediacy, and

multimodal communication.

Fill in the blank: Critics argue that classical rhetoric does not fully account for modern forms of

such as media discourse.

Perspective Explanation Contemporary Debate
Classical models Traditional rhetoric focused | Critics argue this scope is too
emphasise literary texts on poetry, prose; and narrow for today’s diverse
Qur’anic eloquence. communicative needs.
Modern contexts include Rhetoric now extends to Raises questions about whether
media, politics, and digital | journalism, advertising, classical frameworks can
communication social media, and political address new genres.
discourse.
Debate continues on Some scholars see classical | Ongoing tension between
adaptability of classical rhetoric as timeless, while preserving heritage and meeting
insights others call for reform. modern communicative
demands.

Box 4.4 Critical perspectives on classical rhetoric

-
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4.4.3 Future directions for Arabic rhetoric in academic and cultural studies

Looking ahead, Arabic rhetoric is poised to expand into new areas of academic and cultural
study. Scholars envision rhetoric being applied to interdisciplinary fields such as cultural studies,
media analysis, and digital humanities. This future direction ensures that rhetoric remains

relevant and continues to evolve as a discipline that bridges tradition and modernity.

Example: In digital humanities, rhetorical analysis can be applied to online texts, exploring how

Arabic language and culture adapt to digital platforms.

Fill in the blank: Future directions for Arabic rhetoric include interdisciplinary fields such as

cultural studies, media analysis, and humanities.

Plate 4.4 Future directions of Arabic rhetoric in digital contexts
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Pilot questions 4.4

1. How has Arabic rhetoric been integrated with modern sciences such as linguistics and
semiotics?

2. Fill in the blank: Semiotics explores how  and symbols create meaning.

3. What critical perspectives have been raised about the adequacy of classical models in
modern contexts?

4. Fill in the blank: Critics argue that classical rhetoric does not fully account for modern
forms of  such as media discourse.

5. What are some future directions for Arabic rhetoric in academic and cultural studies?

6. Fill in the blank: Future directions for Arabic rhetoric include interdisciplinary fields such

as cultural studies, media analysis, and humanities:
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Series summary

This Series has introduced you to the new ideas and approaches that have shaped Arabic rhetoric
in the modern era. Its purpose was to show how classical foundations, such as Jurjan’s theory of
a1 have been revisited and expanded through the influence of modern sciences and global
literary theories. We began with the emergence of modern approaches, tracing the historical
transition and the role of early Arab scholars. We then examined structural and functional
perspectives, highlighting rhetoric as both a system and a tool of communication. Following that,
we explored semantic and pragmatic approaches, focusing on meaning, context, and discourse
analysis. Finally, we considered contemporary innovations and critical perspectives, including
integration with linguistics and semiotics, debates on the adequacy of classical models, and

future directions in academic and cultural studies.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to describe the historical transition to modern
approaches (SLO 4.1), explain the influence of Western theories (SLO 4.2), analyse structuralist
perspectives (SLO 4.3), evaluate functional approaches (SLO 4.4), apply semantic and pragmatic
methods to texts (SLO 4.5), assess the.integration of rhetoric with modern sciences (SLO 4.6),
and critically evaluate contemporary innovations and perspectives (SLO 4.7). These outcomes
ensure that you can confidently connect classical insights with modern approaches, recognising

the evolving relevance of Arabic rhetoric in both scholarly and cultural contexts.

Glossary of terms

o | &yl (Modern Arabic literature): Contemporary works of prose and poetry in
Arabic that provide examples for applying structuralist, functionalist, semantic, and

pragmatic approaches.

o A Y (Amin al-Khuli): A 20th-century Arab scholar who integrated modern
literary criticism into Arabic rhetorical studies, emphasising cultural and contextual

analysis.

-
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e 45l (Structuralism): A modern approach that views language and literature as
systems governed by underlying structures, focusing on patterns and rules rather than

1solated devices.

o 4ile) ) (Pragmatics): The study of how meaning is shaped by context, audience; and

purpose in communication.

o ibill Jula% (Discourse analysis): A method of studying texts as forms of

communication, focusing on coherence, persuasion, and interaction with audiences.

o (s 4b (Taha Hussein): A leading Arab intellectual of the 20th century who introduced

modern approaches to Arabic rhetoric and literary criticism.

o clibawddl (Semiotics): The study of signs and symbols and how:they create meaning,

often used in modern rhetorical analysis.

o 4N (Semantics): The study of meaning in language, examining how words and

expressions convey literal, cultural, and contextual significance.

o &bl (Functionalism): An approach that treats rhetoric as a tool for communication

and persuasion, focusingon its practical role in influencing audiences.

o «lilulll (Linguistics): The scientific study of language, providing analytical tools for

understanding how rhetoric functions at structural and semantic levels.

-
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Concept check questions [Series 4]
Objective questions

1. Which modern approach views language and literature as systems governed by
underlying structures? (Linked to SLO 4.3)

2. Which approach treats rhetoric as a tool for communication and persuasion? (Linked to
SLO 4.4)

3. What Arabic term refers to the study of meaning in language? (Linked to SLO 4.5)

4. Which modern science studies signs and symbols and how they create meaning? (Linked
to SLO 4.6)

5. Which Arab scholar integrated modern literary criticism into Arabie rhetorical studies in

the 20th century? (Linked to SLO 4.1)
Short-answer questions

6. Describe the historical transition from classical rhetoric to modern approaches. (Linked to
SLO 4.1)

7. Explain how Western theories such as structuralism and functionalism influenced Arabic
rhetorical studies. (Linked to SLO 4.2)

8. Provide one example of how structuralist analysis can be applied to Arabic texts. (Linked
to SLO 4.3)

9. How does functionalism differ from classical approaches to rhetoric? (Linked to SLO
4.4)

10.Give one Qur’anic example that demonstrates the role of semantics in rhetorical analysis.
(Linked to SLO 4.5)

11. What is the role of pragmatics in rhetorical study? (Linked to SLO 4.5)

12. Identify one critical perspective on the adequacy of classical models in modern contexts.

(Linked to SLO 4.7)
Long-answer questions

-
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13. Analyse why structuralism reshaped the study of Arabic rhetoric in the modern era.
(Linked to SLO 4.3)

14. Evaluate the importance of functionalist approaches in understanding rhetoric as
persuasion. (Linked to SLO 4.4)

15. Demonstrate how semantics and pragmatics can be applied to Qur’anic studies and
modern prose. (Linked to SLO 4.5)

16. Assess the integration of rhetoric with linguistics and semiotics, explaining its impact on
modern rhetorical studies. (Linked to SLO 4.6)

17. Critically evaluate the future directions of Arabic rhetoric in academic and cultural

studies. (Linked to SLO 4.7)

-
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Answers to Concept check questions [Series 4]
Objective questions

1. Structuralism (& sl).

2. Functionalism (& ll),

3. ANAli(Semantics).

4. Semiotics (i),

5. sl oxl (Amin al-Khuli).

Short-answer questions

6. Arabic rhetoric transitioned from focusing on classical eloquence and arrangement to
incorporating modern theories influenced by linguistics and literary criticism.

7. Western theories introduced systematic and functional perspectives, shifting focus from
isolated devices to structure, communication, and persuasion.

8. Structuralist analysis can highlight recurring patterns such as parallelism in Qur’anic
verses or narrative symmetry in modern novels.

9. Functionalism differs by treating rhetoric as practical communication and persuasion
rather than purely artistic display.

10. Example: o= Y15 &lslalll 540 Surah al-Nir 35), where Jsiconveys divine guidance
beyond physical light.

11. Pragmatics studies how.meaning changes depending on context, audience, and purpose.

12. Critics argue that classical models do not fully address modern forms of communication

such as media discourse and digital texts.
Long-answer questions

13. Basic response: Structuralism reshaped rhetoric by focusing on systems and patterns
rather than isolated devices.
Value-added response: It allowed scholars to analyse texts as structured wholes,

anticipating modern discourse analysis and enriching Qur’anic and literary studies.

-
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14. Basic response: Functionalist approaches emphasise rhetoric as persuasion and
communication.
Value-added response: They highlight how rhetorical devices serve practical functions
in speeches, media, and political discourse, making rhetoric socially relevant.

15. Basic response: Semantics reveals layered meanings, while pragmatics explains context-
dependent effects.
Value-added response: In Qur’anic studies, semantics uncovers divine depth, while
pragmatics shows how verses address audiences; in modern prose, both approaches
reveal persuasive strategies.

16. Basic response: Integration with linguistics and semiotics expanded rhetoric into
scientific analysis of language and signs.
Value-added response: This integration enabled interdisciplinary study, linking rhetoric
with semiotics to analyse symbols and with linguistics to explain syntax and semantics.

17. Basic response: Future directions include applying rhetoric to cultural studies, media,
and digital humanities.
Value-added response: Outstanding learners may argue that rhetoric will evolve as a
multidisciplinary field, bridging tradition with modern sciences and adapting to digital

communication.

-
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4]
Part 4.1 Emergence Of Modern Approaches (sl galial) 5Las)

1. Arabic rhetoric underwent a transformation from classical focus on eloquence and
arrangement to modern approaches influenced by linguistics and literary theory.

2. Communication.

3. Western theories such as structuralism and functionalism reshaped Arabic rhetorical

studies by emphasising structure, function, and communication.

4. System.
5. Early Arab scholars included Css 4b and () s33) (el
6. Modern.

Part 4.2 Structural And Functional Approaches (4dligll y 43 gial) zaliall)

1. Structuralism emphasises systems and patterns in rhetoric.

2. Structures.

3. Functionalism treats rhetoric as communication and persuasion, focusing on practical
roles.

4. Communication.

5. Example: Analysing & sise cuai’s novels through structuralist motifs and functionalist
themes of social change.

6. Audiences:
Part 4.3 Semantic And Pragmatic Approaches (45!l g 4Nl galiall)

1. Semantics explains how words convey layered meanings beyond their literal sense.

2. Layered.

3. Pragmatics differs by focusing on meaning shaped by context, while semantics focuses
on meaning itself.

4. Context.

5. Example: Analysing political speeches for coherence and persuasive strategies.

6. Audiences.
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Part 4.4 Contemporary Innovations And Critical Perspectives (38l )31 g 8 _jalaal) & i)

1. Arabic rhetoric has been integrated with linguistics and semiotics to study language
scientifically and analyse signs and symbols.

2. Signs.

3. Critics argue classical models are limited in addressing modern communication such as
media and digital texts.

4. Communication.

5. Future directions include cultural studies, media analysis, and digital humanities:

6. Digital.
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Illustration Attributions

Figure 4.1 Transition from classical to modern rhetoric
o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing the transition from classical Arabic
rhetoric to modern approaches influenced by linguistics and literary theory.”

o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric transition classical modern linguistics OER”

Box 4.1 Western influences.on Arabic rhetoric
o Alprompt: “Generate a text box summarising Western influences such as
structuralism and functionalism on Arabic rhetoric.”

o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric structuralism functionalism OER”

Plate 4.1 Early Arab scholars integrating modern approaches
o Al prompt: “Generate an image of early Arab scholars such as Taha Hussein and
Amin al-Khuli who integrated modern approaches into Arabic rhetoric.”
o Search string: “Taha Hussein Amin Khuli Arabic rhetoric modern approaches

OER”

Figure 4.2 Structuralist analysis of rhetorical texts
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o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing structuralist analysis of Arabic
rhetorical patterns such as parallelism and symmetry.”
o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric structuralism analysis patterns OER”
e Box 4.2 Functionalist perspectives on rhetoric
o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising functionalist perspectives on
rhetoric as communication and persuasion.”
o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric functionalism communication persuasion OER”
e Plate 4.2 Modern Arabic literature analysed through structuralist and functionalist
approaches
o Al prompt: “Generate an image of a modern Arabic literary text annotated with
structuralist and functionalist analysis.”
o Search string: “Modern Arabic literature structuralist functionalist analysis OER”
o Figure 4.3 Semantic layers in rhetorical analysis
o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing semantic layers of meaning in Arabic
rhetoric, including literal, cultural, and contextual levels.”
o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric semantics layered meaning OER”
e Box 4.3 Pragmatic and discourse approaches
o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising pragmatic and discourse
approaches in Arabic rhetoric.”
o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric pragmatics discourse analysis OER”
e Plate 4.3 Qur’anic and modern prose analysed through semantics and pragmatics
o /Alprompt: “Generate an image of a Qur’anic manuscript and a modern Arabic
prose text.annotated with semantic and pragmatic analysis.”
o Search string: “Quran manuscript modern Arabic prose semantics pragmatics
OER”
o Figure 4.4 Integration of rhetoric with modern sciences
o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing integration of Arabic rhetoric with
linguistics and semiotics.”
o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric linguistics semiotics integration OER”

e Box 4.4 Critical perspectives on classical rhetoric in modern contexts
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o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising critical perspectives on classical
rhetoric in modern contexts.”
o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric classical models modern criticism OER”
e Plate 4.4 Future directions of Arabic rhetoric in digital contexts
o Al prompt: “Generate an image of modern Arabic digital texts annotated with
rhetorical analysis.”

o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric digital humanities future directions OER”
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Series 5: Analysing The Relationship Between Rhetoric, Semantics, And Other Sciences
Part 5.1 Rhetoric And Semantics (¥l g 4&30))

e 5.1.1 Defining semantics and its role in rhetorical analysis
e 5.1.2 Qur’anic examples of semantic depth in rhetoric

e 5.1.3 Modern applications of semantics in Arabic prose and poetry
Part 5.2 Rhetoric And Linguistics (<bsibulll g 48 301))

e 5.2.1 Structural linguistics and rhetorical analysis
e 5.2.2 Syntax and morphology in rhetorical meaning

e 5.2.3 Case studies of linguistic approaches to Arabic rhetoric
Part 5.3 Rhetoric And Semiotics (Slbubrasdl g 45 301)

e 5.3.1 Semiotics as the study of signs and symbols
e 5.3.2 Symbolic dimensions of Qur’anic rhetoric

e 5.3.3 Semiotic analysis of modern Arabic texts
Part 5.4 Interdisciplinary Perspectives ' And Future Directions (J:iwall (3115 4l 55 1)

e 5.4.1 Integration of rhetoric with cultural studies and media analysis
e 5.4.2 Critical perspectives on interdisciplinary approaches

e 5.4.3 Future directions for rhetoric in academic and cultural contexts
Introduction

In the last Series, we explored how modern approaches such as 4 s (structuralism), 4k sl
(functionalism), 4¥all (semantics), and 48 ) ) (pragmatics) reshaped Arabic rhetoric. Building
on that foundation, this Series turns to a deeper analysis of how rhetoric interacts with semantics
and other sciences. By examining these relationships, you will see how Arabic rhetoric is not an
isolated discipline but one that connects with linguistics, semiotics, and interdisciplinary fields,

making it highly relevant in both academic and cultural contexts.

-
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The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to analyse the relationship between
rhetoric, semantics, and other sciences, and to evaluate how these connections enrich our

understanding of meaning, communication, and cultural expression.

We shall commence this Series by focusing on the relationship between 4¥all 5 423U (rhetoric
and semantics), exploring Qur’anic examples and modern applications. Next, we will move on to
Glbuadll 3 42 300 (rhetoric and linguistics), considering how syntax and morphology contribute to
rhetorical meaning. Following that, we will examine <) 5 4230 (rhetoric and semiotics),
highlighting the role of signs and symbols in Qur’anic and modern texts: Finally, we will wrap
up with Jusiedl 3615 40l 553 (interdisciplinary perspectives and future directions); assessing
critical views and identifying how rhetoric can expand into cultural studies, media analysis, and

digital humanities.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 5.1 define semantics (4¥4) and explain its role in rhetorical analysis,

e SLO 5.2 demonstrate how Qur’anic examples illustrate semantic depth in rhetoric,

e SLO 5.3 apply semantic analysis to modern Arabic prose and poetry,

e SLO 5.4 analyse how structural linguistics contributes to rhetorical study,

e SLO 5.5 explain the role of syntax and morphology in shaping rhetorical meaning,

e SLO 5.6 evaluate case studies that use linguistic approaches to Arabic rhetoric,

e SLO 5.7 describe semiotics (<ksilsamal)) as the study of signs and symbols in rhetoric,

e SLO 5.8 demonstrate how symbolic dimensions enrich Qur’anic rhetoric,

e . SLO 5.9 apply semiotic analysis to modern Arabic texts,

e SLO 5.10 assess interdisciplinary perspectives that integrate rhetoric with cultural studies
and media analysis,

e SLO 5.11 critically evaluate the adequacy of interdisciplinary approaches to rhetoric, and

e SLO 5.12 propose future directions for rhetoric in academic and cultural contexts.

-
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5.1 Rhetoric And Semantics (AYall 5 4 34l))

5.1.1 Defining semantics and its role in rhetorical analysis

ANali(Semantics) is the study of meaning in language. In the context of Arabic rhetoric,
semantics helps us understand how words and expressions convey meanings beyond their literal
sense. Rhetorical beauty often lies in these semantic layers, where a single word can carry.
cultural, emotional, and spiritual significance. By analysing semantics, scholars uncover how

rhetorical devices achieve depth and resonance.

Fill in the blank: In rhetoric, semantics helps us understand how words convey meanings beyond

their sense.

LAYERS OF MEANING IN ARABIC RHETORIC (dujsll d3Wl 3 Gisall ilisb)

2. CULTURAL MEANING 3. CONTEXTUAL MEANING

(&3 asall) (&,8Li1 Lanall)
Idiomatic, figurative, 1. LITERAL MEANING Dependent on situation,
and socially rooted (&85! isall) speaker, audience, and
associations. Basic, dictionary tone (Pragmatics).
definition (Denotation).
. Example: Example: “xwl” (Lion) Example:
“auwl” (Lion) symbolizes = A large wild cat. Calling a coward “awl” (Lion)

sarcastically, meaning
the opposite.

Bravery and Strength in
Arab culture.

CONCENTRIC LAYERS SHOW INTERCONNECTEDNESS:
Context shapes Culture, which shapes Literal understanding.

Figure 5.1 Semantic layers in rhetorical analysis
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5.1.2 Qur’anic examples of semantic depth in rhetoric

P

The Qur’an provides powerful examples of semantic richness. For instance, in </5Lall/ ) 4 40/
ua) S;b(Surah al-Nur 35), the word Lsi(light) does not simply mean physical illumination. It
symbolises divine guidance, spiritual clarity, and truth. This semantic depth enhances the

rhetorical impact, making the verse resonate across contexts and generations.

Fill in the blank: In Surah al-Nur 35, the word Jgsymbolises divine rather than physical

light.

Plate 5.1 Qur’anic example of semantic depth

513 Medern applications of semantics in Arabic prose and poetry

Modern Arabic prose and poetry also demonstrate how semantics enriches rhetoric. Writers often
use metaphors and symbolic language to critique society or inspire change. For example, the

phrase ~tud 2 L political darkness) conveys more than the absence of light; it symbolises
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oppression, corruption, and lack of transparency. Semantic analysis reveals these deeper

meanings, showing how rhetoric functions as a tool for cultural and social commentary.

Fill in the blank: The phrase b/ 22LEkymbolises oppression and corruption rather than litéral

Expression Literal Meaning Symbolic Depth

lad) 23BN (Political | Darkness as absence | Symbolises oppression, corruption, and lack

darkness) of light. of transparency in governance.

43 )l daiai(Wings of | Wings as instruments | Symbolises hope, liberation, and the human

freedom) of flight. aspiration for dignity.
@ csa(Voice of A voice speaking Symbolises justice, moral authority, and
truth) truth. resistance against falsehood.

Box 5.1 Examples of semantic depth in modern Arabic texts

Pilot questions 5.1

1. What is semantics and how does it relate to rhetorical analysis?

2. Fill in the blank: In rhetoric, semantics helps us understand how words convey meanings
beyond their sense.

3. Provideone Qur’anic example that demonstrates semantic depth in rhetoric.

4. Fill in the blank: In Surah al-Nar 35, the word Jsisymbolises divine  rather than
physical light.

5. Give one example from modern Arabic prose or poetry that shows semantic richness.

6. Fill in the blank: The phrase b/ 22Elkymbolises oppression and corruption rather

than literal

-
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5.2 Rhetoric And Linguistics (<2bibulll 5 42 3N

5.2.1 Structural linguistics and rhetorical analysis

4 il cilill)(Structural linguistics) studies language as a system of interrelated components.
When applied to rhetoric, it highlights how meaning emerges from the structure of sentences and

texts rather than isolated words. This perspective allows us to see rhetoric as a patterned system

where syntax, morphology, and phonology interact to produce eloquence.

Example: In Arabic poetry, structural linguistics can reveal how rhyme and rhythm are not

merely aesthetic but contribute to rhetorical persuasion and memorability.

Fill in the blank: Structural linguistics views language as a system of interrelated

I'rab (lyel) E/ Sentggce Type

(ks dlo=)

SYNTAX (g2l
- Sentence Structure
& Word Order

Sentence Types &
Fomence:, ‘g%

Sentence Types
(dulad/dsomw] dlo) 5ib

(daled/duaoml dlaz)

ARABIC
RHETORIC
(asL)

Tajweed Rules
(3292l pls>i)

Root System | =¥iE =
Gy (8 =
Derivation Patterns dy
(olieh)

Derivation
Patterns (oljgl) 6%?:

X7 “
),
v )
PHONOLOGY
- Sound Patterns
& Rhythm

MORPHOLOGY
- Word Formation
& Roots

Progrounting Rules

(32921 plS>i)

Saj’ (g2 -
-Rhyn(fe?‘;’rose)

S

Interconnected Components Shaping Eloquence (d>Ladll)
and Effective Communication.

Figure 5.2 Structural linguistics applied to rhetoric
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5.2.2 Syntax and morphology in rhetorical meaning

$>li(Syntax) refers to the arrangement of words in sentences, while < »all(Morphology) studies
the structure of words themselves. Both are crucial in shaping rhetorical meaning. Syntax
determines emphasis and clarity, while morphology enriches meaning through word forms and

derivations. Together, they ensure that rhetorical texts are both precise and expressive.

Example: In the Qur’an, the verse (peini dl/s 1ei JL(Surah al-Fatiha 5) uses syntax to
emphasise exclusivity in worship, while morphology in the verb forms conveys continuity and

intensity.

Fill in the blank: Syntax determines emphasis and clarity, while moerphology enriches meaning

through word

Element Explanation Rhetorical Contribution

Syntax (s»d)) | Governs the arrangement of words Shapes rhetorical impact by guiding
and phrases to ensure clarity, how ideas are structured and

emphasis, and coherence. perceived.

Morphology Focuses on word forms, derivations, | Expands expressive possibilities,
(S all) and inflections that enrich meaning. | allowing nuanced shades of meaning

and stylistic variety.

Combined Eloquence arises when syntax and Produces rhetorical precision, depth,
Effect morphology work together and beauty in both prose and poetry.
harmoniously.

Box:5.2 Syntax and morphology in rhetoric

5.2.3 Case studies of linguistic approaches to Arabic rhetoric

Modern scholars have applied linguistic approaches to Arabic rhetoric in both classical and

contemporary texts. By analysing syntax, morphology, and phonology, they uncover how

-
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rhetorical devices achieve their effect. These case studies demonstrate that linguistic analysis

deepens our understanding of rhetorical strategies and their impact on audiences.

Example: In L sise cuai’s novels, linguistic analysis shows how sentence structures create

rhythm and emphasis, while morphological choices add symbolic depth.

Fill in the blank: Linguistic analysis deepens our understanding of rhetorical strategies and their

impact on

Plate 5.2 Linguistic approaches applied to Arabic literature

Pilot questions 5.2

1.
2.
3.
4.

What does structural linguistics emphasise in the study of rhetoric?

Fill in the blank: Structural linguistics views language as a system of interrelated
How do syntax and morphology contribute to rhetorical meaning?

Fill in the blank: Syntax determines emphasis and clarity, while morphology enriches

meaning through word

Do)
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5. Provide one example of how linguistic approaches can be applied to Arabic texts.
6. Fill in the blank: Linguistic analysis deepens our understanding of rhetorical strategies

and their impact on

5.3 Rhetoric And Semiotics (<libasd) 5 22 3))

5.3.1 Semiotics as the study of signs and symbols

clibsasd)(Semiotics) is the study of signs and symbols and how they create meaning. In rhetoric,
semiotics helps us understand how words, images, and cultural references function as signs that
communicate beyond their literal form. This approach highlights the symbolic dimension of

rhetoric, showing how meaning is constructed through shared cultural codes.

Example: The word <¥(heart) in Arabic poetry is not only a biological organ but a symbol of
love, emotion, and spiritual depth. Semiotics reveals how such symbols enrich rhetorical

expression.

Fill in the blank: Semiotics is the study of signs and and how they create meaning.

-
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CREATING MEANING THROUGH SIGNS & SYMBOLS IN ARABIC RHETORIC

THE SIGN
(JI1 - Al-Dal)

Physical Form
(Lafz, Sawt, Strah)

\

J

(gl ZESI § 390l Coladlall e

RHETORICAL RHETORICAL
TRANSFORMATION MECHANISMS Kina i
5 i yah (L)1)
(FWI Jg=ill) & CONTEXT Matonri/

—

[

Cultural
Context
(GE Gludl)

Textual
Majaz (jlxall) Coherence
Figurative Use (el

@‘9

(Bleadly LM OWI) | Allusion

Textual
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Figure 5.3 Semiotic analysis in rhetoric

5.3.2 Symbolic dimensions of Qur’anic rhetorie
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The Qur’an makes extensive use of symbols to convey spiritual truths. For example, the symbol

of Jsi(light) represents divine guidance, while <lallil(darkness) symbolises ignorance and

misguidance. These symbols are not random but deeply embedded in cultural and spiritual

contexts, giving Qur’anic rhetoric its profound impact.

Example: Tn. 0/ 2 Glally G 442 2{Surah al-Baqarah 257), the contrast between darkness and

light symbolises the transformation from disbelief to faith.

Fill in the blank: In Surah al-Bagarah 257, the contrast between darkness and light symbolises

the transformation from disbelief to
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Plate 5.3 Symbolic dimensions of Qur’anic rhetoric

5.3.3 Semiotic analysis of modern Arabic texts

Modern Arabic literature and media also employ symbols to communicate complex ideas.
Writers and poets use semiotic devices to critique society, express identity, or inspire change.
For example, the image of )aadl(the wall) may symbolise oppression or division, while (&l
(the road) symbolises hope and progress. Semiotic analysis helps us decode these symbols and

understand their thetorical power.

Example: In contemporary political poetry, the symbol of Jw3dl(chains) represents oppression,

while 4 al(freedom) symbolises resistance and liberation.

Fill'in the blank: In modern Arabic texts, the symbol of chains represents oppression, while

freedom symbolises

Symbol Literal Meaning Semiotic Depth
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Jal\(The A physical barrier. Symbolises oppression, division, and political or
wall) social exclusion.

G:0)(The A path or passage. Symbolises hope, progress, and the journey toward
road) a better future.

Jeadhadd) Metal links used for Symbolises oppression, captivity, and restriction of
(Chains) binding. freedom.

4 Al The state of being Symbolises resistance, liberation, and the human
(Freedom) free. struggle for dignity.

Box 5.3 Examples of semiotic symbols in modern Arabic texts

Pilot questions 5.3

1. What is semiotics and how does it relate to rhetoric?

2. Fill in the blank: Semiotics is the study of signsand._~ and how they create
meaning.

3. Provide one Qur’anic example that demonstrates symbolic dimensions in rhetoric.

4. Fill in the blank: In Surah al-Bagarah 257, the contrast between darkness and light
symbolises the transformation from disbelief to

5. Give one example of how semiotic analysis can be applied to modern Arabic texts.

6. Fill in the blank: In modern Arabic texts, the symbol of chains represents oppression,

while freedom symbolises

-
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5.4 Interdisciplinary Perspectives And Future Directions (Juiwal (31 5 axiad) (55,11

5.4.1 Integration of rhetoric with cultural studies and media analysis

In recent years, scholars have explored how 4&3l(rhetoric) interacts with AL cia jal)
(cultural studies) and a2¥) Jiad(media analysis). This integration shows that rhetoric is not
confined to literary texts but extends to everyday communication, media discourse, and cultural
narratives. By applying rhetorical analysis to films, advertisements, and social media, we

uncover how language and symbols shape public opinion and cultural identity.

Example: Analysing political slogans in Arabic media reveals how rhetorical devices such as

repetition and metaphor influence collective perceptions.

Fill in the blank: Rhetorical analysis of films, advertisements, and social media reveals how

language and symbols shape identity.

oI dyyd
CULTURAL STUDIES

delul

AR AB IC INTEGRATED
RHETORIC FRANENDRK ANALYSIS
(BA"I..AIS'};A) (Jaltiall bt byl p-u.c-!"
u .-

Figure 5.4 Integration of rhetoric with cultural and media studies
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5.4.2 Critical perspectives on interdisciplinary approaches

While interdisciplinary approaches enrich rhetorical study, some critics argue that they risk
diluting the discipline’s classical foundations. Others believe that these approaches are necessary
to keep rhetoric relevant in modern contexts. The debate centres on whether rhetoric should

remain primarily a literary art or evolve into a broader science of communication.

Example: Some scholars argue that applying rhetoric to digital media requires new frameworks,

while others insist that classical models can be adapted without losing their essence.

Fill in the blank: Critics debate whether rhetoric should remain primarily a literary art or evolve

into a broader science of

Perspective Explanation Scholarly Debate
Concern: Risk of Critics argue that integrating modern | Raises fears of losing the
diluting classical disciplines (linguistics, media studies, | depth and precision of
foundations semiotics) may weaken the heritage traditional rhetorical

of classical 434, analysis.
Support: Necessary | Advocates see interdisciplinary Expands the scope of
for relevance in approaches as essential for applying | rhetoric beyond literary texts
modern contexts rhetoric to contemporary domains to real-world

like politics, education, and digital communication.

media.
Debate: Literary art | Some scholars emphasize rhetoric as | Reflects ongoing tension
vs. science of an art rooted in aesthetics, while between preserving
communication others stress its role as a eloquence and adapting to

communicative science. functional discourse.

Box 5.4 Critical perspectives on interdisciplinary rhetoric

-
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5.4.3 Future directions for rhetoric in academic and cultural contexts

Looking ahead, rhetoric is expected to expand into new fields such as 48} cilbyibuiy)(digital
humanities), cultural studies, and media analysis. These future directions ensure that rhetoric
remains dynamic and responsive to contemporary challenges. Scholars envision rhetoric being
applied to online discourse, multimedia communication, and global cultural exchanges, making it

a vital tool for understanding modern society.

Example: In digital humanities, rhetorical analysis can be applied to social media texts,

exploring how Arabic language adapts to digital platforms and global communication.

Fill in the blank: Future directions for rhetoric include applying rhetorical analysis to online

discourse and communication.

AT\

Plate 5.4 Future directions of rhetoric in digital contexts

Pilot questions 5.4

1. How does rhetoric integrate with cultural studies and media analysis?
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2. Fill in the blank: Rhetorical analysis of films, advertisements, and social media reveals
how language and symbols shape  identity.

3. What are some critical perspectives on interdisciplinary approaches to rhetoric?

4. Fill in the blank: Critics debate whether rhetoric should remain primarily a literary art or
evolve into a broader science of

5. What future directions are envisioned for rhetoric in academic and cultural contexts?

6. Fill in the blank: Future directions for rhetoric include applying rhetorical analysis to

online discourse and communication.

Series summary

This Series has examined the relationship between 434l (rhetoric), 4¥all (semantics), and other
sciences, showing how rhetorical study extends beyond literary analysis into broader linguistic
and cultural frameworks. We began with rhetoric and semantics, exploring how meaning
operates at literal, cultural, and contextual levels in both Qur’anic and modern texts. We then
moved to rhetoric and linguistics, considering how structural linguistics, syntax, and morphology
shape rhetorical meaning. Following that, we studied rhetoric and semiotics, highlighting the role
of signs and symbols in Qur’anic thetoric and modern Arabic literature. Finally, we explored
interdisciplinary perspectives and future directions, assessing how rhetoric interacts with cultural

studies, media analysis, and digital humanities.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define semantics and demonstrate its role
in rhetoric (SLO5.1-5.3), analyse linguistic contributions such as syntax and morphology (SLO
5.4-5.6), describe and apply semiotic approaches to texts (SLO 5.7-5.9), and critically evaluate
interdisciplinary perspectives while proposing future directions for rhetoric (SLO 5.10-5.12).
These outcomes ensure that you can confidently connect rhetoric with semantics, linguistics,
semiotics, and interdisciplinary studies, recognising its evolving relevance in both academic and

cultural contexts.

-
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Glossary of terms

o 4L &g (Rhetorical devices): Techniques used in speech or writing to persuade,

emphasise, or create beauty in language.

o 4zad )l il (Digital humanities): An interdisciplinary field that applies digital tools
and methods to study texts, culture, and communication, including rhetorical analysis of

online discourse.

o il (Semiotics): The study of signs and symbols and how they create meaning in

communication and rhetoric.

o iall (Morphology): The study of word forms and structures, showing how derivations

and patterns enrich rhetorical meaning.

o (sl 23N (Political darkness): A metaphor used inmodern Arabic prose to symbolise

oppression, corruption, and lack of transparency.

o sl (Syntax): The arrangementof words in sentences, which shapes emphasis, clarity,

and rhetorical impact.

o s (Light): A Qur’anic symbol representing divine guidance, spiritual clarity, and truth,

beyond itsditeral meaning of illumination.

o 4Nl (Semantics): The study of meaning in language, focusing on how words convey

literal, cultural, and contextual significance.

o | 43I (Rhetoric): The art of effective and persuasive communication, studied in Arabic

tradition through classical and modern approaches.

o dysill il (Structural linguistics): A branch of linguistics that views language as a

system of interrelated components, applied to rhetoric to analyse patterns and structures.

o Judld) (Chains): A semiotic symbol in modern Arabic texts representing oppression and

restriction.
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e 4 Al (Freedom): A semiotic symbol in modern Arabic texts representing resistance,

liberation, and hope.

Concept check questions [Series 5]
Objective questions

1. Which field of study focuses on meaning in language and its role inthetoric? (Linked to
SLO5.1)

2. In Surah al-Nir 35, what does the word Jsisymbolise? (Linked to SLO 5.2)

3. Which branch of linguistics studies the arrangement of words in sentences? (Linked to
SLO 5.5)

4. Semiotics is the study of signsand . (Linked to SLO 5:7)

5. Which modern field applies digital tools to rhetorical analysis of texts? (Linked to SLO
5.12)

Short-answer questions

6. Define 4¥ai(semanties)and explain its relevance to rhetorical analysis. (Linked to SLO
5.1)

7. Provide one Qur’anic example that demonstrates semantic depth in rhetoric. (Linked to
SLO 5.2)

8. How does morphology contribute to rhetorical meaning? (Linked to SLO 5.5)

9. Give one example of a semiotic symbol in modern Arabic literature and explain its
rhetorical function. (Linked to SLO 5.9)

10. What is one critical perspective on interdisciplinary approaches to rhetoric? (Linked to

SLO5.11)
Long-answer questions

11. Analyse how semantics enriches rhetorical meaning in both Qur’anic and modern Arabic

texts. (Linked to SLO 5.1-5.3)

-
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12. Evaluate the contribution of syntax and morphology to rhetorical clarity and eloquence.
(Linked to SLO 5.4-5.6)

13. Demonstrate how semiotic analysis can be applied to Qur’anic rhetoric and modern
Arabic prose. (Linked to SLO 5.7-5.9)

14. Assess the integration of rhetoric with cultural studies and media analysis, explaining its
impact on modern communication. (Linked to SLO 5.10)

15. Critically evaluate the future directions of rhetoric in academic and cultural contexts.

(Linked to SLO 5.12)

Answers to Concept check questions [Series 5]

Objective questions

1. Semantics (AYall),
2. Divine guidance.
3. Syntax (s~i),

4. Symbols.

5.

Digital humanities (Axed_ll SLilsy),
Short-answer questions

6. Semantics.is the study of meaning in language. In rhetoric, it explains how words convey
layered meanings beyond their literal sense.

7. Bxample: )5 <5kl i @(Surah al-Nar 35), where Jssymbolises divine guidance.

8. Morphology enriches meaning through word forms and derivations, adding depth and
precision to rhetorical expression.

9. Example: Juddl(chains) in modern poetry symbolise oppression, reinforcing rhetorical
critique of injustice.

10. One perspective is that interdisciplinary approaches risk diluting classical foundations,

while others argue they are necessary for relevance.

Long-answer questions

-
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11. Basic response: Semantics enriches rhetoric by revealing meanings beyond the literal, as
seen in Qur’anic metaphors and modern prose.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may highlight how semantics bridges
cultural and spiritual contexts, making rhetoric resonate across time and audiences.

12. Basic response: Syntax shapes clarity and emphasis, while morphology adds depth
through word forms.

Value-added response: Learners may argue that together they create precision and
eloquence, ensuring rhetorical texts are both persuasive and aesthetically powerful.

13. Basic response: Semiotic analysis shows how symbols like light and darkness in the
Qur’an convey spiritual truths, and how modern texts use symbols like walls or chains to
critique society.

Value-added response: Learners may extend this by comparing symbolic systems across
genres, showing how semiotics connects rhetoric to cultural identity and social change.

14. Basic response: Integration with cultural studies and media analysis shows how rhetoric
influences films, advertisements, and social media.

Value-added response: Learners may argue that this integration makes rhetoric a vital
tool for understanding modern communication and shaping public opinion.

15. Basic response: Future directions include applying rhetoric to digital humanities, cultural
studies, and media analysis.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may propose that rhetoric will evolve into
a multidisciplinary science of communication, adapting to global and digital contexts

while retaining classical insights.

Answers. to Pilot Questions [Series 5]
Part 5.1 Rhetoric And Semantics (Yl g 4&301)

1. Semantics is the study of meaning in language, and in rhetoric it explains how words
convey layered meanings beyond their literal sense.
2. Literal.

s 4 a7

3. Example: w)¥5 <lslaldl i @(Surah al-Nir 35), where ussymbolises divine guidance.

-
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4. Guidance.
5. Example: bl 225/n modern prose, symbolising oppression and corruption.

6. Light.
Part 5.2 Rhetoric And Linguistics (<bsibulll g 48 301))

1. Structural linguistics emphasises language as a system of interrelated components.

2. Components.

3. Syntax arranges words for clarity and emphasis, while morphology enriches meaning
through word forms and derivations.

4. Forms.

5. Example: In L sise cuai’s novels, syntax creates rhythm and emphasis, while morphology
adds symbolic depth.

6. Audiences.
Part 5.3 Rhetoric And Semiotics (<t g 4S301)

1. Semiotics is the study of signs and symbols, and in rhetoric it explains how meaning is
constructed through cultural codes.

2. Symbols.

3. Example: _s/ J calalL (= 242 _2{Surah al-Bagarah 257), where darkness and light
symbolise disbelief and faith:

4. Faith.

5. Example: JaStd)(chains) in modern poetry symbolise oppression, while 4 al\(freedom)
symbolises liberation.

6. Liberation.
Part 5.4 Interdisciplinary Perspectives And Future Directions (Jiwal) (1 g 435l (55 1))

1. Rhetoric integrates with cultural studies and media analysis by examining films,
advertisements, and social media discourse.

2. Cultural.

-
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3. Critics argue interdisciplinary approaches may dilute classical foundations, while others
see them as necessary for relevance.

4. Communication.

5. Future directions include digital humanities, cultural studies, and media analysis.

6. Global.
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Illustration Attributions

Figure 5.1 Semantic layers in rhetorical analysis
o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing literal, cultural, and contextual layers of
meaning in Arabic rhetorie.”

o Search string: “Arabic rthetoric semantics layered meaning OER”

Plate 5.1 Qur’anic example of semantic depth
o _Alprompt: “Generate an image of a Qur’anic manuscript highlighting Surah
al-Nur 35 with emphasis on the word _s.”

o Search string: “Quran manuscript Surah al-Nur 35 semantics OER”

Box 5.1 Examples of semantic depth in modern Arabic texts
o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising examples of semantic depth in
modern Arabic prose and poetry.”

o Search string: “Modern Arabic prose poetry semantics rhetorical analysis OER”

Figure 5.2 Structural linguistics applied to rhetoric
o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing syntax, morphology, and phonology as

structural components in Arabic rhetoric.”

-
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o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric structural linguistics syntax morphology
phonology OER”
e Box 5.2 Syntax and morphology in rhetoric
o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising the role of syntax and morphology
in Arabic rhetoric.”
o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric syntax morphology meaning OER”
e Plate 5.2 Linguistic approaches applied to Arabic literature
o Al prompt: “Generate an image of a modern Arabic literary text annotated with
linguistic analysis of syntax and morphology.”
o Search string: “Modern Arabic literature linguistic analysis syntax morphology
OER”
o Figure 5.3 Semiotic analysis in rhetoric
o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing how signs and symbols create meaning
in Arabic rhetoric.”
o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric semiotics signs symbols OER”
e Plate 5.3 Symbolic dimensions of Qur anic rhetoric
o Al prompt: “Generate an image of a Qur’anic manuscript highlighting verses with
symbolic contrasts of light and darkness.”
o Search string: “Quran manuscript symbolism light darkness OER”
e Box 5.3 Examples of semiotic symbols in modern Arabic texts
o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising examples of semiotic symbols in
modern Arabic literature and media.”
o ' Search string: “Modern Arabic literature semiotics symbolism OER”
o [ Figure 5.4 Integration of rhetoric with cultural and media studies
o Al prompt: “Generate a diagram showing integration of Arabic rhetoric with
cultural studies and media analysis.”
o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric cultural studies media analysis OER”
e Box 5.4 Critical perspectives on interdisciplinary rhetoric
o Al prompt: “Generate a text box summarising critical perspectives on
interdisciplinary approaches to Arabic rhetoric.”

o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric interdisciplinary criticism OER”

-
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e Plate 5.4 Future directions of rhetoric in digital contexts
o Al prompt: “Generate an image of Arabic social media texts annotated with
rhetorical analysis.”

o Search string: “Arabic rhetoric digital humanities social media analysis OER”
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