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Introduction

Modern Arabic poetry (Sxaall el ,=20)) represents one of the most dynamic transformations in
Arabic literature. For centuries, Arabic poetry followed classical structures and themes, but the
twentieth century witnessed a remarkable shift as poets began to experiment with new forms,
ideas, and expressions. This Series will help you trace the development of major modetn schools
of Arabic poetry, showing how they emerged from historical, social, and cultural contexts, and

why they remain central to understanding Arabic literary heritage today.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the historical emergence and evolution of modern
Arabic poetry, and to equip you with the ability to analyse the major schools and their

representative poets.

We shall commence this Series by examining the historical emergence of modern Arabic poetry,
focusing on early influences and the social and political contexts that shaped its development.
Next, we will explore the major schools of modern Arabic poetry, including Romanticism,
Symbolism, Realism, and the Free Verse movement. Following that, we will study representative
poets such as Nazar Qabani (48 ) ¥), Badr Shakir Assayyab (<t SLE Ha), and Nazik
Al-Malaikah (<3 & 3U), highlighting their contributions and innovations. Finally, we will
conclude by considering the intellectual and cultural impact of these schools, particularly their

influence on Arab identity and their contribution to global literary dialogue.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 1.1 define the historical emergence of modern Arabic poetry (<uwasll o =ll y=ill) and

explain the early influences that shaped its development,

e SLO 1.2 analyse the social and political contexts (dxsbudl 5 Auelaia¥) b)) that

contributed to the transformation of Arabic poetic forms,

e SLO 1.3 describe the distinctive features of the Romantic school (Aile s 4 j24) in

modern Arabic poetry,

-
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o SLO 1.4 explain the stylistic characteristics of the Symbolist school (&l 4w ),

e SLO 1.5 evaluate the contributions of the Realist school (43 sll 4 ,20) to Arabic literary

expression,

e SLO 1.6 demonstrate knowledge of the Free Verse movement (Uall =il 4S ja) and its

role in reshaping poetic structure,

e SLO 1.7 examine selected works of Nazar Qabani (18 ) »), Badr Shakir Assayyab ("
Ll SUE) and Nazik Al-Malaikah (<33l & 35), identifying theirdnnovations and

themes,

« SLO 1.8 assess the intellectual and cultural impact (35 5 s Sl Y1) of modern Arabic
poetry on Arab identity and thought, and

e SLO 1.9 evaluate the contribution of modern Arabic poetry to‘global literary dialogue.

1.1 Historical Emergence Of Modern Arabic Poetry (Cusall (o al) il 43y ) sLall)
1.1.1 Early influences and break from classical forms (il JW&Y) e Juaii¥l gAY <l )

Modern Arabic poetry (Swasllapall =4l) began to take shape in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. Traditionally, Arabic poetry followed strict classical forms (48l J&Y))
such as the qasida (34%<2), which was characterised by a single thyme and metre throughout.
However, as Arab societies encountered new cultural and intellectual currents, poets began to
experiment with structure and theme. This marked a gradual break from rigid classical

conventions and opened the way for innovation.

Fill i the blank: The traditional Arabic poetic form characterised by a single rhyme and metre is

called

-
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THE EVOLUTION OF ARABIC POETRY: FROM CLASSICAL QASIDA TO MODERN FORMS

Polythematic:Structure TRANSITION & Retained Form, New/Themes MODERNIST
(Nasib;{Rahil;jFakhr/Madh) INFLUENCE Sociopolitical, Nationalistic) RUPTUREIR
(Nahda'& Contact
with\West)
Monorhyme Subjectivity:& Emotion
(Qafiya) (Romantic:Schools!like Apollo)

Prose!Poetryl(Qasidatial:zNathn)=
Completefabandonment{of
meter&irthyme

Fixed Khalilian Meters
(Buhur)

Focusion Imagery, Symbolism,

Slight Metrical Variations &(Individual Experience

Figure 1.1: Transition from classical to modern Arabic poetry

1.1.2 Social and political contexts shaping modern poetry ( <iS& Al Labiud) g doeLaia¥) clilud)
Eyaall juill)

The rise of modern Arabic poetry was deeply influenced by social and political contexts
() g Ao Laia¥) <lBludll) | The decline of the Ottoman Empire, the rise of Arab nationalism, and
exposure to European ideas created fertile ground for literary change. Poets responded to
colonialism, identity struggles,and calls for reform by adopting new themes such as freedom,
justice, and love. These themes resonated with ordinary people and gave poetry a renewed role

as a voice of society.

Fill in the blank: The decline of the Empire influenced the rise of modern Arabic poetry.
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Plate 1.1: Poetry shaped by social and political contexts

Pilot questions 1.1
1. What is the traditional Arabic poetic form characterised by a single rhyme and metre?
2. Which historical period marked the beginning of modern Arabic poetry?
3. Name one social or political factor that influenced the rise of modern Arabic poetry.

4. Fill in the blank: The decline of the Empire influenced the rise of modern Arabic
poetry.

5. ~What new themes did poets adopt to reflect societal change?

1.2 Major Schools Of Modern Arabic Poetry (Cuaadl o yall j2ill (5 <N (i jlaall)
1.2.1 The Romantic school (dxwile gl du )

The Romantic school (4l gl 4w ) in modern Arabic poetry was inspired by European
Romanticism, yet it developed its own distinctive features. Poets emphasised themes of nature,

love, and individual emotion, often using imagery to express longing and personal freedom. This

Do)
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school marked a departure from collective and traditional themes, giving voice to the inner world

of the poet.

Fill in the blank: The Romantic school in modern Arabic poetry emphasised themes of

and individual emotion.

-
Se—"

Plate 1.2: Romantic themes inmodern Arabic poetry

1.2.2 The Symbolist school (&3l 4u 1)

The Symbolist school (4234 4« ,%) introduced abstract imagery and symbolism into Arabic
poetry.Poets used metaphors and symbols to convey deeper meanings, often leaving
interpretation open to the reader. This style encouraged readers to engage actively with the text,
searching for hidden layers of meaning. Symbolism allowed poets to address complex themes

such as spirituality, identity, and existential questions.

Fillin the blank: The Symbolist school relied heavily on and metaphors to convey

meaning.
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KEY FEATURES OF SYMBOLIST POETRY IN ARABIC LITERATURE (430l y2ds)

1. METAPHORS & IMAGERY
(s92dlg jlouall)

. Indirect Expression (:sdball yi& yunidll):

2. ABSTRACTION
(352l

@ Focus on Concepts (:pualadll le 5.5 531):

Conveying complex ideas through sensory
comparisons, not literal statements.

Distilling experiences into essential ideas
rather than concrete details.

Sensory-Emotional Connection (—w=J! Y l)
@ ablal): Evoking feelings through vivid, often

Non-literal Language (:ds > s 4sJ):
; Using words to suggest moods or states of
surprising, imagery.

being, often detached from reality.

Lo ol Jla

ByguSe By ulb 1)
n e )] (Time is fog)

(My heart is a broken mirror,

3. HIDDEN MEANINGS & AMBIGUITY
(g sedlly &l ilaall

Ambiguity (2 a)l): Allowing for multiple
interpretations, inviting the reader to decipher.

Subtle Suggestion (=l>w¥!): Hinting at deeper
truths without explicitly stating them.

Slaall GUI ;Yo
(The closed door -
symbolizing opportunity,
secret, or obstacle)

Blaall oWl :Jle
(The closed door -
symbolizing opportunity,
secret, or obstacle)

OVERALL EFFECT: EVOKING EMOTION AND
THOUGHT THROUGH SUGGESTION
(el J3t5 0 sSallg dabolall 3y :alall 3L21)

Figure 1.2: Features of Symbolist poetry

1.2.3 The Realist school (423 sl 4w jia)

The Realist school (4221 s} 4w _3e) focused on social issues, everyday struggles, and political
realities. Poets sought to reflect life as it was, using straightforward language and imagery.
Realist poetry became a tool for social critique, addressing poverty, injustice, and colonial
oppression. This school gave poetry a strong connection to the lived experiences of ordinary

people.

Fill in the blank: The Realist school in Arabic poetry often addressed poverty, injustice, and

oppression.
Theme Focus
Poverty (Lall) Highlighting social inequality
Injustice (plal)) Critiquing unfair systems

Colonialism (UlexisYl) Resistance and identity
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Box 1.2: Themes of Realist poetry
1.2.4 The Free Verse movement ()l ja&ll 4S a)

The Free Verse movement (uall i) 48 a) revolutionised Arabic poetry by breaking away from
strict metre and rhyme. Poets such as Badr Shakir Assayyab (<! JSU )a) and Nazik
Al-Malaikah (433l & 30) pioneered this style, allowing greater flexibility and creativity. Free
verse opened the door for modern themes and experimental structures, making poetry more

accessible and expressive.

Fill in the blank: The Free Verse movement broke away from strict and rhyme.
. 5 Lod V
‘ ] ﬂ WJ ’ “ e
140+ )~

ey, ¥

Plate 1.3: Pioneers of the Free Verse movement

Pilot questions 1.2
1." What themes did the Romantic school emphasise?
2. Which school relied heavily on symbolism and metaphors?
3. What social issues were addressed by the Realist school?

4. Fill in the blank: The Free Verse movement broke away from strict and rhyme.

Daa)
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5. Name two poets associated with the Free Verse movement.

1.3 Representative Poets And Selections (< JLiay) g o550l ¢ jailh)
1.3.1 Nazar Qabani (42 J) %) and themes of love and revolution

Nazar Qabani (8 L) ) is one of the most celebrated modern Arab poets. His poetry is
characterised by themes of love (wal'), beauty (Jwal), and revolution (3.5Y). He used simple
yet powerful language to express emotions that resonated with ordinary readers. Qabanialso
addressed political issues, particularly the struggles of Arab societies, making his poetry both

personal and national in scope.

Fill in the blank: Nazar Qabani’s poetry combined themes of love, beauty, and

_— ullll[l;ull

Plate 1.4: Nazar Qabani’s themes of love and revolution

1.3.2 Badr Shakir Assayyab (<! S %) and the rise of free verse

Badr Shakir Assayyab (<bed) SU ) is widely recognised as a pioneer of the Free Verse
movement (L)) =&l 48 a). His poetry broke away from traditional metre and rhyme, allowing

-
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for greater flexibility and creativity. Assayyab’s works often reflected themes of suffering
(3Ulaal)), hope (J4¥'), and social struggle (SWia¥! g »all). His innovative style influenced

generations of poets and marked a turning point in Arabic literary history.

Fill in the blank: Badr Shakir Assayyab is recognised as a pioneer of the movement:

BADR SHAKIR ASSAYYAB: KEY CONTRIBUTIONS TO ARABIC FREE VERSE POETRY

"/ o
1, REVOLUTIONIZING FORM & STRUCTURE

Break from Introductionof  Use of Variable Adoption of Single Revival of Ancient  Blending Myth Use of Biblical Mythasa
Classical Qasida Free Verse Line Lengths &  Fool/Beat (TaFila) Mesopotamian & with Contemporary Symbols to reflect Structuring
(Fixed Meter & (Shi'r Hurr) Irregular Rhymes  as Prosodic Unit Greek Myths Arab Reality Personal & Device for Modern
5). Monorhyme) . Collective Suffering Issues /é

< = & \ 'q 2
')}/ 3. POLITICAL COMMITMENT (/ILTIZAM) 4 7 4. MODERNIZING IMAGERY & LANGUAGE

§ 7 oo PRl ¢ & G

Interweaving Glving Voiceto  Reflecting Soclo-  Poetry asa Tool Use of New, Maving Away Vivid, Surprising, Simple Language
Political Themes the Oppressed & Political Turmoll for Secial & Concrete, & from Traditional & Complex to Address
with Personal Marginalized & Anti- Political Critique Explanatory Tropes Imagery Complex Issues
\\\ Experience Imperialism —\\ Diction
@ G & 7

5. LEGACY & INFLUENCE

E & 35§

Paved theWay fo Established FreeVerse'  Bridge between Tradift
Future Generations t 8 n Tradition
3 (6.8, Adonis, Darwish) as a Dominant Form and Modemnity A

Figure 1.3: Contributions of Badr Shakir Assayyab

1.3.3 Nazik Al-Malaikah (43l & L) and poetic innovation

Nazik Al-Malaikah (A3 & 35) was another pioneer of modern Arabic poetry, particularly in the
development of free verse. She introduced new rhythms and structures, challenging traditional
poetic conventions. Her poetry often explored themes of alienation (</_5&YY), identity (425¢),
and social change (*Wwia¥) ,uadll). Al-Malaikah’s contributions established her as a leading

figure in modern Arabic literature and a role model for women poets.

Fill in the blank: Nazik Al-Malaikah’s poetry often explored themes of alienation, identity, and

change.
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Plate 1.5: Nazik Al-Malaikah’s poetic innovation

Pilot questions 1.3
1. What themes did Nazar Qabani-emphasise in his poetry?

2. Fill in the blank: Badr Shakir Assayyab is recognised as a pioneer of the

movement.
3. What themes are commonly found in Assayyab’s works?
4. Which peet introduced new rhythms and structures to Arabic poetry?

5. Fill in'the blank: Nazik Al-Malaikah’s poetry often explored themes of alienation,
1dentity, and change.

1.4 Tntellectual And Cultural Impact (A& 5 5 _Sall )'3‘\1\)
1.4.1 Influence on Arab identity and modern thought (Suall sil) A ) 45 S o J;‘u)

Modern Arabic poetry (Cusll =l j=al) played a vital role in shaping Arab identity (454
44 i) and modern intellectual thought. By addressing themes of nationalism, freedom, and

cultural renewal, poets gave voice to the aspirations of Arab societies during times of political

Daa)
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and social change. Poetry became a medium through which collective identity was expressed,

reinforcing pride in language and heritage while also embracing modernity.

Fill in the blank: Modern Arabic poetry reinforced pride in and heritage while embracing

modernity.

NATIONALISM &
COLLECTIVE CONSCIOUSNESS

Articulating National Struggle (e.g.,
Palestine); Forging Pan-Arab Solidarity;
Moving from Tribal to National Identity.

Shared Struggle FREEDOM & RESISTANCE

Challenging Colonialism &
Authoritarianism; Voicing Dissent & Social
Justice; Seeking Individual & Political

Key Figures: Mahmoud Darwish, Key Figures: Nizar Qabbani,
Ibrahim Tuqgan. Nazik al-Malaika.

AN 5. MODERN
Identity ¥ & ) ARABIC Creative
A POETRY Liberation
(Movement &

Evolution)

ARAB IDENTITY CULTURAL RENEWAL
(Redefinition & Exile) (Nahda & Modernism)

Navigating Modernity vs. Tradition;
Exploring Themes of Alienation & Exile;
Shaping a Modern, Secular, or Complex Self.

Breaking Classical Forms (Free Verse - Shi'r
Hurr); Fusing Heritage with Western
Influences; Revitalizing Language & Literary
Forms.

Key Figures: Nazik al-Malaika,

Key Figures: Adonis, Modernizi ition
ernizing Trad Salah Abdel Sabour.

ﬂ Badr Shakir al-Sayyab.

Figure 1.4: Influence of modern-Arabic poetry on Arab identity

1.4.2 Contribution to global literary dialogue (<!l (2¥) ) gall 3 diaalu)

Modern Arabic poetry also contributed significantly to the global literary dialogue ( 2% ) s>
). By adopting new forms such as free verse and engaging with universal themes, Arab
poets positioned themselves within the wider world of literature. Their works were translated
into many languages, allowing international audiences to appreciate the richness of Arabic poetic
traditions. This exchange fostered cross-cultural understanding and highlighted the relevance of

Arabic poetry in global contexts.

Fill in the blank: Modern Arabic poetry contributed to the literary dialogue by engaging

with universal themes.
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Plate 1.6: Arabic poetry in global literary dialogue

Pilot questions 1.4
1. How did modern Arabic poetry influence Arab identity?

2. Fill in the blank: Modern Arabic poetry reinforced pride in and heritage while

embracing modernity.
3. What role.did modern Arabic poetry play in global literary dialogue?

4. Fill in'the blank: Modern Arabic poetry contributed to the literary dialogue by

engaging with-universal themes.

5. Why is translation important in the global appreciation of Arabic poetry?
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Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to the historical emergence and development of modern Arabic
poetry (Cwaall el =28 showing how poets gradually moved away from classical forms such
as the qasida (s2x=8) and responded to new social and political realities. We explored the major
schools of modern Arabic poetry, including Romanticism, Symbolism, Realism, and the Free
Verse movement, each with its distinctive themes and stylistic contributions. We then examined
representative poets such as Nazar Qabani (28 L' ), Badr Shakir Assayyab (el ,SUE ) and
Nazik Al-Malaikah (433l & 30), highlighting their innovations and influeénce. Finally, we
considered the intellectual and cultural impact of modern Arabic poetry, focusing on its role in

shaping Arab identity and contributing to global literary dialogue.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define the historical emergence of modern
Arabic poetry, analyse the social and political contexts that shaped it, describe and explain the
features of its major schools, examine the works of key poets, and evaluate its intellectual and
cultural significance. These abilities align directly with the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs),
ensuring that you can critically engage with modern Arabic poetry and appreciate its enduring

role in both Arab and global literary traditions.

Glossary of Terms

o Alienation (<15Y): A sense of isolation or estrangement, often explored in modern

Arabicpoetry to reflect personal and social disconnection.

o Arab identity (442 45¢d): The collective cultural pride and belonging expressed

through language, heritage, and shared values, reinforced by modern Arabic poetry.

« Classical forms (4381 J&¥1): Traditional structures of Arabic poetry, such as the

qasida (33%<®), characterised by strict rhyme and metre.

o Free Verse movement (sl &l 4S a): A modern poetic style that abandoned strict
metre and rhyme, pioneered by poets like Badr Shakir Assayyab and Nazik Al-Malaikah.

o Love («): A central theme in Nazar Qabani’s poetry, used to express both personal

-

emotion and wider social ideals.
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« Nationalism (&si): A recurring theme in modern Arabic poetry, reflecting pride in

Arab identity and the struggle for independence and unity.

« Realist school (428 g1l 4w j19): A school of modern Arabic poetry focusing on social

issues, everyday struggles, and political realities, often using direct and simple language.

« Romantic school (dxile gl 4w 2): A school of modern Arabic poetry emphasising
nature, love, and individual emotion, inspired by European Romanticism but adapted to

Arab contexts.

« Social and political contexts (dxwbsud) g &elaia¥) <ilBludl): The historical and cultural
conditions, such as colonialism, reform movements, and nationalism, that shaped the

development of modern Arabic poetry.

« Symbolist school (e 4w %): A school of modern Arabic poetry that used metaphors

and symbols to convey deeper meanings, encouraging readers to interpret hidden layers.

« Translation (“«>_'): The rendering of Arabic poetry into other languages, enabling its

contribution to global literary dialogue.

o Revolution (3,sV): A theme in modern Arabic poetry, particularly in the works of Nazar

Qabani, reflecting political struggle and calls for change.

-
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Concept Check Questions [Series 1]
Objective questions

1. Which traditional Arabic poetic form is characterised by a single rhyme and metre?

(Linked to SLO 1.1)

2. The decline of which empire influenced the rise of modern Arabic poetry? (Linked to

SLO 1.2)

3. Which school of modern Arabic poetry emphasised nature, love, and individual emotion?

(Linked to SLO 1.3)
4. Who is recognised as a pioneer of the Free Verse movement? (Linked to SLO 1.6)

5. Which poet explored themes of alienation, identity, and social change? (Linked to SLO
1.7)

Short-answer questions

6. Explain one way in which social and political contexts shaped modern Arabic poetry.

(Linked to SLO 1.2)

7. Describe one distinctive feature of the Symbolist school in Arabic poetry. (Linked to
SLO 1.4)

8. Identify one theme commonly found in the works of Badr Shakir Assayyab. (Linked to
SLO 1.7)

9. How did modern Arabic poetry reinforce Arab identity? (Linked to SLO 1.8)

10. What role did translation play in the global literary dialogue of Arabic poetry? (Linked to
SLO 1.9)

Long-answer questions

11. Analyse the contributions of Nazar Qabani to modern Arabic poetry, focusing on both

personal and political themes. (Linked to SLO 1.7)

-

MET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



12. Evaluate the intellectual and cultural impact of modern Arabic poetry on Arab identity

and global literature. (Linked to SLO 1.8, SLO 1.9)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1]
Objective questions

1. Qasida (3:0<8),

2. Ottoman Empire.

3. Romantic school (dile s )l 4 jaa),

4. Badr Shakir Assayyab (el SLE ),

5. Nazik Al-Malaikah (A3l & 3),
Short-answer questions

6. Social and political contexts such as colonialism and nationalism encouraged poets to

adopt themes of freedom, justice, and reform.

7. The Symbolist school relied on metaphors and abstract imagery to convey hidden

meanings.
8. Assayyab’s works often reflected suffering, hope, and social struggle.

9. Modern Arabic poetry reinforced Arab identity by expressing pride in language, heritage,

and collective aspirations.

10. Translation allowed Arabic poetry to reach international audiences, contributing to global

literary dialogue.
Long-answer questions

1'1. Basic response: Nazar Qabani wrote poetry that combined themes of love and beauty
with political struggle, making his work both personal and national.

Value-added response: Beyond these themes, Qabani’s poetry challenged social norms,

-
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advocated for women’s rights, and became a symbol of cultural resistance, influencing

Arab intellectual discourse.

12. Basic response: Modern Arabic poetry shaped Arab identity by reinforcing cultural pride
and addressing social change, while also contributing to global literature through
translation and universal themes.

Value-added response: In addition, it created a platform for cross-cultural dialogue,
influenced literary movements beyond the Arab world, and demonstrated the adaptability

of Arabic poetic traditions in a modern global context.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1]
Part 1.1 Historical emergence of modern Arabic poetry (Cuiadl qall judll 4,4, L sLA)
1. Qasida (3:0<8),
2. Late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
3. The decline of the Ottoman Empire.
4. Ottoman Empire.
5. Freedom, justice, and love.
Part 1.2 Major schools of modern Arabic poetry (Cusadl 2l Gaddl o u<l) (i jlaall)
1. Nature and individual emotion.
2. Symbolist school (R« & ).
3. Poverty, injustice, and colonial oppression.
4. Metre.
5. Badr Shakir Assayyab and Nazik Al-Malaikah.
Part 1.3 Representative poets and selections (</_LEaY¥) g 053kl s addl)
1. Love, beauty, and revolution.
2. Free Verse movement (Uall el 4S ja),
3. Suffering, hope, and social struggle.
4. Nazik Al-Malaikah.
5. Social change.
Part 1.4 Intellectual and cultural impact (A& g s _Sill J53)
1. Tt shaped Arab identity by expressing nationalism, freedom, and cultural renewal.
2. Language.

-
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3. It positioned Arabic poetry within global literature by adopting universal themes.
4. Global.

5. Translation makes Arabic poetry accessible to international audiences.

References and Attributions [Series 1]
General References (APA style)

e Hiskett, M. (1973). The Sword of Truth: The Life and Times of the Shehu Usuman dan
Fodio. New York: Oxford University Press.

e Jayyusi, S. K. (1987). Modern Arabic Poetry: An Anthology. New York: Columbia

University Press.
e OER Commons. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.oetcommons.org

e JSTOR. (n.d.). Academic journals and research databases. Retrieved from

https://www.jstor.org
Figures

o Figure 1.1: Transition from classical to modern Arabic poetry — Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a labelled diagram showing the transition from classical qasida to
modern Arabic poetic forms.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource

qasida classical Arabic poetry modern transition.”

o _Figure 1.2: Features of Symbolist poetry — Al-generated using the prompt “Generate a
labelled diagram showing key features of Symbolist poetry in Arabic literature, including
metaphors, abstraction, and hidden meanings.” Suggested OER search string: “open

educational resource Symbolist school Arabic poetry features.”

o Figure 1.3: Contributions of Badr Shakir Assayyab — Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a labelled diagram showing key contributions of Badr Shakir Assayyab to free
verse poetry.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Badr Shakir
Assayyab free verse Arabic poetry.”
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o Figure 1.4: Influence of modern Arabic poetry on Arab identity — Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a labelled diagram showing how modern Arabic poetry influenced
Arab identity and modern thought, including nationalism, freedom, and cultural renewal.”
Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource modern Arabic poetry Arab

identity nationalism.”
Plates

e Plate 1.1: Poetry shaped by social and political contexts — Al-generated using the prompt
“Create an image showing Arab poets writing in the context of social and political
change, with symbols of nationalism and reform.” Suggested OER search string: “open

educational resource modern Arabic poetry nationalism colonialism.”

e Plate 1.2: Romantic themes in modern Arabic poetry — Al-generated using the prompt
“Create an image showing an Arab poet writing about nature-and love in a Romantic
style.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Romantic school

modern Arabic poetry.”

e Plate 1.3: Pioneers of the Free Verse movement — Al-generated using the prompt “Create
an image showing Badr Shakir Assayyab and Nazik Al-Malaikah presenting free verse
poetry.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Free Verse movement

Arabic poetry Assayyab Malaikah.”

e Plate 1.4: Nazar Qabani’s themes of love and revolution — Al-generated using the prompt
“Create an image showing Nazar Qabani reciting poetry with symbols of love and
revolution:” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Nazar Qabani

modern Arabic poetry love revolution.”

e Plate 1.5: Nazik Al-Maldikah’s poetic innovation — Al-generated using the prompt
“Create an image showing Nazik Al-Malaikah presenting her poetry to an audience.”
Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Nazik Al-Malaikah modern

Arabic poetry innovation.”

e Plate 1.6: Arabic poetry in global literary dialogue — Al-generated using the prompt

“Create an image showing Arabic poetry being read alongside world literature in

-
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translation, symbolising global literary dialogue.” Suggested OER search string: “open

educational resource Arabic poetry global literary dialogue translation.”

Boxes

e Box 1.2: Themes of Realist poetry — Al-generated using the prompt “Generate a simple
table listing themes of Realist poetry in Arabic literature, including poverty, injustice, and
colonialism.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Realist school

Arabic poetry themes.”
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Series 2: Contributions Of Arabs In Diaspora To Modern Arabic Poetry
Part 2.1 Historical background of Arab diaspora poetry (sa¢=) Jadd 4a 1) 4818Y)
e 2.1.1 Early migration and cultural contexts (48l i) 53 <aall 3 jagll)
 2.1.2 Emergence of diaspora literary circles (saeall -8 dua¥) cililal) ¢ o)
Part 2.2 Major themes in diaspora poetry (b3l Jad b S Cle gua sall)
e 2.2.1 Nostalgia and longing for homeland (¢ sl ) cialh)
e 2.2.2 Identity and cultural hybridity (A& Jalaill 5 4 4lh)
e 2.2.3 Freedom and reform (z3ba¥) s 43 ,al))
Part 2.3 Representative diaspora poets (ba¢=l) (2 O55L) sl _addl)
e 2.3.1 Jibran Khalil Jibran (o' i3 o) »2) and philosophical poetry
e 2.3.2 Mikha’il Na‘imah (fepi JSl8ue) and literary criticism
« 2.3.3 Elia Abu Madi (=% sl L) and themes of optimism

Part 2.4 Influence of diaspora poetry on modern Arabic literature (=) o jagall od il
Cudal) q padl)

 2.4.1 Contribution to stylistic innovation ((ssk¥! 2l 3 aleu))

e 2.4.2 Role in bridging East and West («_xlb 5l Juay 4 ) 50)

Introduction

Throughout history, migration has shaped the cultural and literary identity of many nations, and
the Arab world is no exception. The Arab diaspora (U>¢) produced a remarkable body of poetry
that reflected both nostalgia for the homeland and engagement with new cultural environments.
These poets, living far from their native lands, became voices of longing, reform, and

philosophical reflection, contributing significantly to the development of modern Arabic poetry

(Spaall (2l el

-
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The aim of this Series is to examine the contributions of Arabs in diaspora to modern Arabic
poetry, highlighting their historical background, thematic concerns, representative figures, and

the broader influence of their works on Arabic literature and global dialogue.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the historical background of Arab diaspora poetry,
focusing on early migration and the emergence of literary circles abroad. Next, we will consider
the major themes in diaspora poetry, such as nostalgia, identity, and freedom. Following that, we
will study representative poets including Jibran Khalil Jibran (o) Jia o) »a), Mikha il Na‘imah
(i Jiilae), and Elia Abu Madi (=l s W), examining their distinctive contributions. Finally,
we will conclude by assessing the influence of diaspora poetry on modern Arabic literature,

particularly its role in stylistic innovation and bridging East and West.

Series Learning Qutcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 2.1 define the historical background of Arab diaspora poetry ( &l Zuag )ull 4,alal)

o)), including early migration and the emergence of literary circles,

e SLO 2.2 explain the theme of nostalgia and longing for homeland (oks!) ) ¢pisll) as

expressed in diaspora poetry,

e SLO 2.3 analyse the role of identity and cultural hybridity (A&l Jalill 5 &, 6ll) in shaping

diaspora poetic expression,

e SLO 2.4 describe how themes of freedom and reform (z>u=Y) 5 4 all) appear in the works

of diaspora poets,

e SLO 2.5 examine the contributions of Jibran Khalil Jibran (o' Jda o)) to

philesophical poetry,

o SLO 2.6 evaluate the literary criticism of Mikha’1l Na‘Tmah (4 Jila) and its impact

on modern Arabic poetry,
o SLO 2.7 identify the themes of optimism in the works of Elia Abu Madi (=l s L),

-
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e SLO 2.8 assess the influence of diaspora poetry on stylistic innovation (il 8 aleuy!
»sY) in modern Arabic literature, and

e SLO 2.9 evaluate the role of diaspora poetry in bridging East and West ( Jay & 32
cually (5,4M),

2.1 Historical Background Of Arab Diaspora Poetry (sseal) el duay 1l 4.811))
2.1.1 Early migration and cultural contexts (3L bl g 3 Sall 5 agdl)

The Arab diaspora (J>¢l') refers to communities of Arabs who migrated and settled outside
their homelands, particularly in the Americas during the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. This migration was driven by economic hardship, political instability, and the search
for new opportunities. In these new environments, Arab poets encountered diverse cultures and
ideas, which influenced their literary expression. The blending of traditional Arabic poetic

heritage with foreign cultural contexts gave rise to a distinctive style of diaspora poetry.

Fill in the blank: The Arab diaspora refers to communities of Arabs who migrated and settled

particularly in the during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Steamship [
Voyages

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

| THELEVANT&
* NORTH AFRICA

“d
4 Economic Opportunity

4‘:/ & Political Turmoil oA
Santos @Rio de Janeiro /
ARAB MIGRATION ROUTES
: TO THE AMERICAS
RUED0S Bites | === Primary Migration Routes ’ (c. 1880-1920)
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2.1.2 Emergence of diaspora literary circles (baal) (8 4ua¥) cllal) ¢ gi)

As Arab communities settled abroad, they established literary circles (&% <\&lal) and cultural
associations. These circles became platforms for poets and writers to share their works, debate
ideas, and preserve their heritage. One of the most influential groups was the Pen League
(48 Aoyl ), founded in New York in 1920 by figures such as Jibran Khalil Jibran ( di& o)) s
o)) and Mikha’1l Na‘Tmah (des Jilaw), The Pen League promoted innovation in Arabic
literature, encouraging poets to explore philosophical themes, social reform, and stylistic

experimentation.

Fill in the blank: The Pen League (A<l 4k J)l) was founded in in 1920 by Jibran Khalil
Jibran and Mikha’1l Na‘imah.

s

T /i
&'

~ The Pen League
' (Al-Rabita al-Qalamiyya)
‘ - New York, 1920

Plate 2.1: The Pen League in New York, 1920

Pilot questions 2.1
1. What does the term Arab diaspora (_a¢<l)) refer to?

2. Fill in the blank: The Arab diaspora refers to communities of Arabs who migrated and

settled particularly in the during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

-
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3. What were some reasons for Arab migration during this period?
4. What role did literary circles (4u¥) <lal)) play in diaspora communities?

5. Fill in the blank: The Pen League (31!l ikl J)l) was founded in in 1920 by Jibtan
Khalil Jibran and Mikha’1l Na‘tmah.

2.2 Major Themes In Diaspora Poetry (baedl sl 8 s Sl Sle g sall)
2.2.1 Nostalgia and longing for homeland (shs!) A Gaiall)

One of the most prominent themes in Arab diaspora poetry is nostalgia (=ad)), the deep
emotional longing for the homeland. Poets expressed feelings of separation; exile, and yearning
for familiar landscapes, traditions, and communities. This theme gave their poetry a powerful

emotional resonance, connecting personal experience with collective memory.

Fill in the blank: A central theme in Arab diaspora poetry is , reflecting the emotional

longing for homeland.

Plate 2.2: Nostalgia and longing for homeland

Do)
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2.2.2 Identity and cultural hybridity (A& Jalaill g 4, 5¢d))

Diaspora poets often grappled with questions of identity (4.5¢Y) and cultural hybridity ( Ja/
SN Living between two worlds, they sought to balance their Arab heritage with the
influences of Western culture. This dual identity enriched their poetry, allowing them to explore
themes of belonging, alienation, and cultural dialogue. Their works often reflected thetension

between preserving tradition and embracing modernity.

Fill in the blank: Diaspora poets balanced their Arab heritage with influences of culture,

creating a sense of cultural hybridity.

THE INTERSECTION OF ARAB HERITAGE & WESTERN CULTURE IN DIASPORA POETRY

ARAB HERITAGE ~" . WESTERN CULTURE
i < - /" LITERARY N
(Roots & Identity) LANGUAGE 'DIASPORA POETRY ¥ ey \Spontext & Influence)
The Intersection) | FreeVerse | \
- y . Sonnet J \
/ \ p / - s \
THEMES [ » /// evies
Nostalgia HYBRID IDENTITY CODE-SWITCHING & [ Individualism |
Exile Dual Belonging BILINGUALISM | Hybridity |
~\ Hyphenated Self / Mixing Arabic/Western \  Modernity / )
E Q 2 Languages \ m y \‘
. 2 <
CULTURAL / TRANSNATIONAL ‘& EROSS CUUTORAL / CULTURAL
SYMBOLS Jgg‘“ﬁﬁ ) METAPHORS | svMBoLs :
o Displacement, = 4 Blending Imagery \ et;we?rggy, 1=
é w Global Issues £ Va \\‘\ Jeans 1/ /
POETIC "\ \ SYNTHESIZED / B 47
FORMS POETICS LAE',‘IS,?S?,GE \
Qasida, Fusing Traditional | \ French etc. J
Muwashshah &Modern Forms / AI "/ ’./

Diagram illustrates how diaspora poets navigate and blend elements from their ancestral Arab heritage and
their adopted Western cultural contexts, creating a unique and evolving literary space.

Figure 2.2: Identity and cultural hybridity in diaspora poetry

2:2.3 Freedom and reform (g3aY! 4 Al)

Another recurring theme in diaspora poetry is freedom (4,a) and reform (z><¥!). Living in
societies that valued free expression, Arab poets in diaspora used their works to critique
oppression, advocate for social justice, and call for reform in their homelands. Poetry became a

tool for liberation, reflecting both personal independence and collective aspirations for change.
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Fill in the blank: Diaspora poets often used their poetry to advocate for social justice and

in their homelands.

Theme Focus

Freedom (“_~l)) Expression of individuality and liberation
Reform (z3u<=Y') Calls for social and political change
Justice (Aaall)  Advocacy for fairness and equality

Box 2.1: Themes of freedom and reform in diaspora poetry

Pilot questions 2.2
1. What is one of the most prominent themesin Arab diaspora poetry?

2. Fill in the blank: Diaspora poets balanced their Arab heritage with influences of

culture.
3. What tension did diaspora poets often reflect in their works?

4. Fill in the blank: Diaspora poets often used their poetry to advocate for social justice and

in their homelands.

5. How did living in societies that valued free expression influence diaspora poetry?

2.3 Representative Diaspora Poets (Laeal (3 05 00 o) j24ll)
2.3.1 Jibran Khalil Jibran (O's= Jia ¢ ) and philosophical poetry

Jibran Khalil Jibran (s 48 ¢ n2) is one of the most influential figures of Arab diaspora
literature. His poetry and prose combined philosophical reflection (Awd! Joilt) with spiritual
themes, often addressing love, freedom, and the human condition. Jibran’s works, such as The
Prophet (V), reached global audiences and demonstrated how diaspora poets could bridge
Arabic literary traditions with universal concerns.

-
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Fill in the blank: Jibran Khalil Jibran’s most famous work, The Prophet, reflects themes of love,

freedom, and the condition.

Plate 2.3: Jibran Khalil Jibran and philosophical poetry

2.3.2 Mikha’ll Na‘imah (%asi J:l&4) and literary criticism

Mikha’1l Na‘imah (4ex Jiliue) was a central figure in the Pen League and a pioneer of literary
criticism (%) 34 in.modern Arabic literature. His writings challenged traditional forms and
encouraged innovation, urging poets to embrace new styles and deeper philosophical themes.
Na‘imah’s critical essays provided a framework for evaluating modern Arabic poetry and helped

shape its evolution in diaspora communities.

Fill in the blank: Mikha’1l Na‘Tmah was a pioneer of criticism in modern Arabic

literature.

Do)
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Classical Forms | ) & <
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Seocaitg.tor e CRITICISM ARABIC <!  Emotional
| Sincerity (Sida) | (" (Al-Ghirbal) POETRY Expression
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) s LEGACY: Pioneering Modernist ; .
Thought in Arabic Literature

Figure 2.3: Contributions of Mikha’il Na ‘tmah

2.3.3 Elia Abu Madi (<% si L)) and themes of optimism

Elia Abu Madi (=l s W) is remembered for his poetry that emphasised optimism (J4il),
hope, and joy in life. His verses often encouraged readers to embrace positivity and resilience
despite hardship. Abu Madi’s accessible style and uplifting themes made his poetry widely

popular, both within diaspora communities and across the Arab world.

Fill in the blank: Elia Abu Madi’s poetry is best known for its emphasis on and joy in
life.

-
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Plate 2.4: Elia Abu Madi and themes of optimism

Pilot questions 2.3

1.

2.

What themes did Jibran Khalil Jibran explore in his poetry?

Fill in the blank: Jibran Khalil Jibran’s most famous work, The Prophet, reflects themes

of love, freedom, and the condition.
What was Mikha’il Na‘Imah’s main contribution to modern Arabic literature?

Fill in the blank: M1kha’1l Na‘Tmah was a pioneer of criticism in modern Arabic

literature.
What themes are most associated with Elia Abu Madi’s poetry?

Fill in the blank: Elia Abu Madi’s poetry is best known for its emphasis on and
joy in life.
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2.4 Influence Of Diaspora Poetry On Modern Arabic Literature ( sl co¥) e jagall jni il
Eyanll)

2.4.1 Contribution to stylistic innovation (slu¥! 233l A algu)

Arab diaspora poetry introduced significant stylistic innovation ((2sl«¥) £223) into modern
Arabic literature. By blending traditional Arabic forms with Western literary techniques,
diaspora poets expanded the expressive possibilities of poetry. They experimented with free
verse, symbolism, and philosophical themes, which challenged classical conventions and
inspired new generations of poets in the Arab world. This innovation helped modern Arabic

poetry evolve into a more flexible and globally relevant art form.

Fill in the blank: Diaspora poets expanded the expressive possibilities of poetry by blending

traditional Arabic forms with literary techniques.

STYLISTIC INNOVATIONS IN DIASPORA POETRY

VN
DIASPORA POETRY

FREE VERSE : Expresses PHILOSOPHICAL THEMES
(Libre Verse) ¥~ Visual & Fragmented (Existential Inquiry)
Sensory Identities i
Language —— SYMBOL'SM
(Use of Metaphor)

Non-traditional structure, irregular Exploration of existence, identity,
rhythm, and lack of rhyme schemes. Objects, figures, and colors represent belonging, and the human condition
Focuses on natural speech patterns abstract ideas or emotions. Explores in a globalized context.

and organic flow. hidden meanings and cultural resonance. A
w G @ @
o
Organic Rhythms  Broken Syntax & Metaphorical Cultural Artifacts Identity & Exile, Memory &
& Cadence Fragmentation Imagery & Allegory & Myths Belonging Displacement

Figure 2.4: Stylistic innovations in diaspora poetry

2.4.2 Role in bridging East and West (<Uudk @540 Juay A L32)

Diaspora poetry also played a crucial role in bridging East and West («uily G Jay). By

writing in Arabic while engaging with Western ideas, diaspora poets created a cultural dialogue

-
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that enriched both traditions. Their works were often translated, allowing Western audiences to
appreciate Arabic poetic heritage, while Arab readers encountered new perspectives shaped by
global experiences. This bridging role positioned diaspora poetry as a vital link in the exchange

of literary and cultural values.

Fill in the blank: Diaspora poetry created a cultural dialogue that enriched both Arabic‘and

literary traditions.

eI o

Bridge of Words:

A Cultural Dialogue
Through Poetry

Pilot questions 2:4
1. How did diaspora poets contribute to stylistic innovation in modern Arabic poetry?

2. Fillin the blank: Diaspora poets expanded the expressive possibilities of poetry by

blending traditional Arabic forms with literary techniques.
3. What role did diaspora poetry play in bridging East and West?

4. Fill in the blank: Diaspora poetry created a cultural dialogue that enriched both Arabic

and literary traditions.
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5. Why is translation important in the global appreciation of diaspora poetry?
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Series Summary

This Series has explored the contributions of Arabs in diaspora (_>¢<l') to modern Arabic poetry,
showing how migration shaped literary identity and enriched Arabic literature. We began with
the historical background, examining early migration and the emergence of literary circles-such
as the Pen League. We then moved on to the major themes of diaspora poetry, including
nostalgia for homeland, identity and cultural hybridity, and calls for freedom and reform.
Following that, we studied representative poets such as Jibran Khalil Jibran (o'os Jds G,
Mikha’1l Na‘Tmah (des Jslaw), and Elia Abu Madi (= si Ll), highlighting their distinctive
contributions. Finally, we assessed the influence of diaspora poetry on modern Arabic literature,

focusing on stylistic innovation and its role in bridging East and West.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define the historical background of Arab
diaspora poetry, explain its major themes, analyse the works of key diaspora poets, and evaluate
the broader intellectual and cultural impactof their contributions. These abilities align directly
with the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs), ensuring that you can critically engage with diaspora
poetry and appreciate its enduring role in shaping modern Arabic literature and fostering global

cultural dialogue.

Glossary of Terms

o Alienation (<)) A sense of isolation or estrangement, often expressed in diaspora

poetry to reflect the experience of living away from homeland.

e Arab diaspora (,¢4l'): Communities of Arabs who migrated and settled outside their
homelands, particularly in the Americas during the late nineteenth and early twentieth

centuries.

o Cultural hybridity (A& Jalsl)): The blending of Arab heritage with influences from

Western culture, creating a dual identity reflected in diaspora poetry.

e Freedom (&ua): A recurring theme in diaspora poetry, representing both personal

-

independence and collective aspirations for liberation.
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o Jibran Khalil Jibran (&)= J8a O\ ): A leading Arab diaspora poet and philosopher,
best known for his work The Prophet (), which explores universal themes of love,

freedom, and spirituality.

« Literary circles (¥ clélall): Groups formed by Arab diaspora communities to share

poetry, preserve heritage, and promote innovation, such as the Pen League.

« Mikha’1l Na‘Tmah (desd J3iaa): A diaspora poet and critic, recognised for pioneering

literary criticism and encouraging stylistic innovation in modern Arabic poetry.

e Nostalgia ((+iadl): Emotional longing for homeland, a central theme in diaspora poetry

that connects personal feelings with collective memory.

e Optimism (J34): A theme strongly associated with Elia Abu Madi’s poetry,

encouraging positivity and resilience despite hardship.

o Pen League (418! 4y Y): A literary association founded in New York in 1920 by Arab
diaspora poets, including Jibran Khalil Jibran and Mikha’1l Na‘Tmah, which promoted

innovation in Arabic literature.

e Reform (g3a¥)): Calls forsocial and political change expressed in diaspora poetry, often

inspired by exposure to freer societies.

o Stylistic innovation (2sl¥ 3ail): The introduction of new poetic forms and
techniques, such as free verse and symbolism, by diaspora poets into modern Arabic

literature:

« Translation (“e3il): The rendering of Arabic poetry into other languages, enabling

diaspora works to reach global audiences and foster cultural dialogue.

-
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Concept Check Questions [Series 2]
Objective questions

1. Which region did many Arab diaspora communities settle in during the late nineteenth

and early twentieth centuries? (Linked to SLO 2.1)
2. The Pen League (%l 4day) )l) was founded in which city in 1920? (Linked to SLO 2.1)

3. Which central theme in diaspora poetry reflects emotional longing for homeland?

(Linked to SLO 2.2)
4. Who is the author of The Prophet (=Y)? (Linked to SLO 2.5)

5. Which diaspora poet is best known for themes of optimism and joy-in life? (Linked to
SLO 2.7)

Short-answer questions

6. Explain how cultural hybridity (283 Jslaill) influenced the identity of diaspora poets.
(Linked to SLO 2.3)

7. Describe one way in which freedom (4&~) and reform (z>u<=Y!) were expressed in

diaspora poetry. (Linked to SLO 2.4)

8. What was Mikha’1l Na‘mah’s main contribution to modern Arabic literature? (Linked to

SLO 2.6)

9. How did stylistic innovation (= sl¥! 12aill) introduced by diaspora poets affect modern
Arabic poetry? (Linked to SLO 2.8)

10. Why was translation (“«>_dll) important in the global appreciation of diaspora poetry?
(Linked to SLO 2.9)

Long-answer questions

11. Analyse the contributions of Jibran Khalil Jibran (0 Jids o) »s) to philosophical poetry
and global literature. (Linked to SLO 2.5)

-

MET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



12. Evaluate the overall influence of diaspora poetry on modern Arabic literature, focusing

on stylistic innovation and cultural bridging. (Linked to SLO 2.8, SLO 2.9)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2]
Objective questions

1. The Americas.

2. New York.

3. Nostalgia (o).

4. Jibran Khalil Jibran (O s Jda o) ),

5. Elia Abu Madi (ale s L),
Short-answer questions

6. Cultural hybridity influenced diaspora poets by blending Arab heritage with Western

culture, creating a dual identity reflected in their poetry.

7. Freedom and reform were expressed through critiques of oppression and calls for justice

and change in Arab homelands.

8. Mikha’1l Na‘Tmah pioneered literary criticism, encouraging innovation and providing

frameworks for evaluating modern Arabic poetry.

9. Stylistic innovatien introduced free verse, symbolism, and philosophical themes, making

modern Arabic poetry more flexible and globally relevant.

10. Translation allowed diaspora poetry to reach international audiences, fostering

cross-cultural dialogue and appreciation.
Long-answer questions

11. Basic response: Jibran Khalil Jibran contributed philosophical and spiritual themes to
diaspora poetry, with The Prophet becoming a globally recognised work.
Value-added response: Beyond this, Jibran’s writings bridged Arabic and Western

-
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traditions, promoted universal values of love and freedom, and influenced both Arab

intellectual thought and world literature.

12. Basic response: Diaspora poetry influenced modern Arabic literature by introducing
stylistic innovation and creating cultural dialogue between East and West.
Value-added response: In addition, it reshaped literary identity, inspired reformist
movements, and demonstrated how Arabic poetry could adapt to global contexts while

preserving its heritage.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2]
Part 2.1 Historical background of Arab diaspora poetry (¢! Jrdd 4ag,ll) 4818Y)
1. Communities of Arabs who migrated and settled outside their homelands.
2. The Americas.
3. Economic hardship, political instability, and search for new opportunities.
4. They provided platforms for poets to share works, debate ideas, and preserve heritage.
5. New York.
Part 2.2 Major themes in diaspora poetry (b3l jad b S Cle i sall)
1. Nostalgia and longing for homeland.
2. Western culture.
3./ The tension between preserving tradition and embracing modernity.
4. Reform.
5. It encouraged poets to critique oppression and express themselves freely.
Part 2.3 Representative diaspora poets (ba¢=l (2 0530 ¢ rddl)
1. Love, freedom, and the human condition.

2. Human condition.

-
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3. He pioneered literary criticism and encouraged innovation.
4. Literary criticism.

5. Optimism, hope, and joy in life.

6. Optimism.

Part 2.4 Influence of diaspora poetry on modern Arabic literature ( =) o gagall ol s
Cual) 0 all)

1. They introduced free verse, symbolism, and philosophical themes.
2. Western.

3. It bridged Arabic and Western traditions, creating cultural dialogue.
4. Western.

5. Translation made diaspora poetry accessible to global audiences.
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References and Attributions [Series 2]
General References (APA style)
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Figures

o Figure 2.1: Early migration of Arabs to the Americas —Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a labelled diagram showing migration routes of Arab communities to the
Americas in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.” Suggested OER search

string: “open educational resource Arab diaspora migration routes Americas.”

o Figure 2.2: Identity and cultural hybridity in diaspora poetry — Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a labelled diagram showing the intersection of Arab heritage and
Western cultutre in diaspora poetry.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational

resource Arab diaspora poetry identity hybridity.”

o Figure 2.3: Contributions of Mikhd'tl Na ‘imah — Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a labelled diagram showing Mikha’1l Na‘imah’s contributions to literary
criticismand modern Arabic poetry.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational

resource Mikhail Naimy literary criticism Arabic poetry.”

o Figure 2.4: Stylistic innovations in diaspora poetry — Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a labelled diagram showing stylistic innovations in diaspora poetry, including
free verse, symbolism, and philosophical themes.” Suggested OER search string: “open

educational resource stylistic innovation diaspora Arabic poetry.”

Plates

-
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e Plate 2.1: The Pen League in New York, 1920 — Al-generated using the prompt “Create
an image showing members of the Pen League gathered in New York in 1920, including
Jibran Khalil Jibran and Mikha’1l Na‘Tmah.” Suggested OER search string: “open

educational resource Pen League Arab diaspora poetry New York 1920.”

e Plate 2.2: Nostalgia and longing for homeland — Al-generated using the prompt “Create
an image showing an Arab poet gazing towards the horizon with imagery of homeland in
the background.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Arab

diaspora poetry nostalgia homeland.”

e Plate 2.3: Jibran Khalil Jibran and philosophical poetry — Al-generated using the prompt
“Create an image showing Jibran Khalil Jibran writing with symbolic imagery of
philosophy and spirituality.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource

Jibran Khalil Jibran The Prophet Arabic poetry.”

e Plate 2.4: Elia Abu Madi and themes of optimism — Al-generated using the prompt
“Create an image showing Elia Abu Madi reciting poetry with symbols of hope and
optimism.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Elia Abu Madi

optimism Arabic poetry.”

e Plate 2.5: Diaspora poetry bridging East and West — Al-generated using the prompt
“Create an image showing Arab diaspora poets presenting their works to both Arab and
Western audiences, symbolising cultural dialogue.” Suggested OER search string: “open

educational resource diaspora Arabic poetry East West cultural dialogue.”
Boxes

o Box 2.1: Themes of freedom and reform in diaspora poetry — Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a simple table listing themes of freedom, reform, and justice in Arab
diaspora poetry.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Arab

diaspora poetry freedom reform justice.”

-
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Series 3: Influence Of European Poetry On Modern Arabic Poetry
Part 3.1 Historical background of European influence (=905%) bl 4a 1l 4,41Y)

e 3.1.1 Early cultural exchanges between Arabs and Europeans ( (s 3_Suall 48E cayalall

OmmssY) sl
 3.1.2 Translation movements and literary contact (23¥) Juai¥l s daa sl <K 1)
Part 3.2 Major themes influenced by European poetry (=3.5¥) saddl 3_ilial) (g o) cile gua gall)
e 3.2.1 Romanticism and nature (d=xdall s 4suils 5 )))
e 3.2.2 Symbolism and abstraction (223l 5 43 3 )il
e 3.2.3 Realism and social critique (s=lia¥) il 5 48l )
Part 3.3 Representative Arab poets influenced by Europe (Lausb @9 iliall cu ol ¢) pddl)
e 3.3.1 Ahmad Shawqi (% >4 2esf) and Romantic tendencies
o 3.3.2 Badr Shakir Assayyab (<=l )SL& a)and Symbolist influence
e 3.3.3 Nazik Al-Malaikah (&3l &3b) and Free Verse inspired by European modernism
Part 3.4 Broader impact on'modern Arabic literature (&sal (2 all i) o 2 S))
 3.4.1 Stylistic innovation and experimentation (sl 5 o2 slu) 3axll)

« 3.4.2 Integration into global literary dialogue (alball (22¥) ) sl & zlexiVT)

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored the contributions of Arabs in diaspora and how their poetry
enriched modern Arabic literature through themes of nostalgia, identity, and reform. Building on
that foundation, this Series turns our attention to the influence of European poetry ( =l il
503¥') on modern Arabic poetry. The interaction between Arab and European literary traditions
created new possibilities for style, theme, and cultural dialogue, making this topic essential for

understanding the evolution of Arabic poetry in the modern era.

-
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The aim of this Series is to examine how European poetic movements shaped modern Arabic
poetry, highlighting the historical background, thematic influences, representative Arab poets,

and the broader impact on Arabic literature.

We shall commence this Series by studying the historical background of European influence,
focusing on early cultural exchanges and translation movements. Next, we will exploreé major
themes influenced by European poetry, including Romanticism, Symbolism, and Realism.
Following that, we will examine representative Arab poets such as Ahmad Shawqi (8 s 2eaf),
Badr Shakir Assayyab (wbwdl SLE ), and Nazik Al-Malaikah (A3 306), hoting how
European traditions shaped their works. Finally, we will conclude by assessing the broader
impact of European influence on modern Arabic literature, particularly in terms-of stylistic

innovation and integration into global literary dialogue.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

« SLO 3.1 define the historical background of European influence ( L5l dua Ul 4,6l
5,39) on modern Arabic poetry, including cultural exchanges and translation

movements,

e SLO 3.2 explain how Romanticism (4 5l) shaped themes of nature and emotion in

Arabic poetry,

o SLO 3.3 analyse the impact of Symbolism (4:_»_l) and abstraction on Arab poetic

expression,

e SLO 3.4 describe the role of Realism (43! 5))) in introducing social critique into modern

Arabic poetry,
«  SLO 3.5 examine the Romantic tendencies in the works of Ahmad Shawqi (8 s 2eal),
e SLO 3.6 evaluate the Symbolist influence on Badr Shakir Assayyab (el SUE ),

e SLO 3.7 identify how European modernism inspired Nazik Al-Malaikah (<3l & 3b) in
her Free Verse poetry,

-
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e SLO 3.8 assess the contribution of European influence to stylistic innovation ( 23l

»s%Y1) in modern Arabic literature, and

e SLO 3.9 evaluate the role of European influence in integrating Arabic poetry into global

literary dialogue (allad) (22Y) ) sall i zlexiVl),

3.1 Historical Background Of European Influence ((s255¥) lill 4pay 1) 4.811)

3.1.1 Early cultural exchanges between Arabs and Europeans (<) 3 Saall 8L @yl

CpmgusYy)

The cultural exchanges (42 <¥adll) between Arabs and Europeans began centuries before
the modern era, through trade, travel, and intellectual dialogue. These interactions laid the
foundation for later literary influence. Arab scholars translated European works, while European
thinkers engaged with Arabic philosophy and science. By the nineteenth century, increased
contact through colonial encounters and education abroad exposed Arab poets to European

literary traditions, particularly Romanticism and Symbolism.
Fill in the blank: By the nineteenth.century, Arab poets were increasingly exposed to European
literary traditions through encounters and education abroad.

EARLY ARAB EUROPEAN CULTURAL EXCHANGES

TRADE, TRAVEL & INTELLECTUAL DIALOGUE
(approx. 8th-15th centuries)

AN SR A AN LA

S S - St
%, (Christendom) e ey e S J ¢ stre y , 3 ; T{‘A‘/%mB
= < (Caliphates)

A e ™® INTELLECTUAL DIALOGUE  iiersities
& KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER (Raghad. Cordotu.
(Translation Movement) Toledo)

T i AN AN A ST PN

MUTUAL INFLUENCE ON ART, | s SHARED FOUNDATIONS
ARCHITECTURE & LITERATURE | ! | OF KNOWLEDGE

]
b
&
2
S
§
g
¢
§
g

() PR AT A e

MET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



3.1.2 Translation movements and literary contact (3! Juai¥) g das jill Cils )

The translation movements (4«3 il &S ) of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries played a
crucial role in transmitting European poetry into Arabic. Arab intellectuals translated works of
Romantic and Symbolist poets, introducing new themes and styles to Arabic literature. These
translations were not mere linguistic exercises but cultural bridges, allowing Arab poets to
experiment with new forms while retaining their heritage. Literary contact also occurred through

Arab students studying in Europe, who returned home with fresh ideas that reshaped Arabic

poetry.

Fill in the blank: Translation movements introduced Romantic and poetry into Arabic

literature, influencing themes and styles.

Plate 3.1: Translation movements and literary contact

Pilot questions 3.1
1. What forms of early cultural exchange connected Arabs and Europeans?

2. Fill in the blank: By the nineteenth century, Arab poets were increasingly exposed to

European literary traditions through encounters and education abroad.
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3. What role did translation movements play in the transmission of European poetry into

Arabic?

4. Fill in the blank: Translation movements introduced Romantic and poetry into

Arabic literature.

5. How did Arab students studying in Europe contribute to literary contact?

3.2 Major Themes In Diaspora Poetry (25,5 sl 3 ilidl (5 580 Cile saisall)
3.2.1 Romanticism and nature (dashll g 4suila g 1)

The Romantic movement (4xila s i) in European poetry emphasised emotion, imagination, and
the beauty of nature. Arab poets influenced by Romanticism adopted similar themes, celebrating
landscapes, personal feelings, and the power of creativity. This influence encouraged Arabic

poetry to move beyond rigid classical forms and embrace more personal and expressive styles.

Fill in the blank: Romanticism in European poetry emphasised emotion, imagination, and the

beauty of .
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3.2.2 Symbolism and abstraction (2235 4334 1)

Symbolism (4:3.Y) in European poetry focused on metaphor, imagery, and hidden meanings.
Arab poets influenced by Symbolism began to use abstract language and symbolic references to
express complex emotions and philosophical ideas. This style allowed Arabic poetry to explore

deeper layers of meaning and move away from purely descriptive forms.

Fill in the blank: Symbolism in European poetry encouraged Arab poets touse language

and hidden meanings.

Symbolic Elements in Arabic Poetry
Influenced by European Symbolism.

INFLUENCED ARABIC POETRY (s5ls ya)

(5943119 y3:001)
EUROPEAN @ ‘g;t S TRADITIONAL

SYMBO!-ISM The Moon (33f) The Mirror (3sall)  The Flower (5331)  The Path (523l ARABIC POETRY
(ab 'i' o 3") - Inner World - Self-Reflection - Transience - Spiritual Journey 055 % L2
99931 4238 (a3l y2adl)
2 Dreams' STRUQT‘URE"& FORM = --Qasida: Meter
Unconscious, (Jilly z4l) Public Themes
Synesthesia [ Free Verse ] [ Fragmented Stanzas (iakhas gb\is) ]
(35 s2) - Broken rhythm - Disconnected flow

THEME§ & SUBJECTIVITY
, Subjective Truth (4513l Olegogall) Ambigui
(&131 Zaa1) - Personal Experience | L (u29aal]) - Open Interpretation

NEW POETIC VOICE
(322 gois 032)

Figure 3.2: Symbolism and abstraction in Arabic poetry

3.2.3 Realism and social critique (SLaiaYy) 38l g 4:28) 4l1)

The Realist movement (422 gll) in European poetry emphasised everyday life, social issues, and
critique of injustice. Arab poets influenced by Realism adopted similar approaches, writing about
poverty, inequality, and political oppression. This gave Arabic poetry a stronger social function,

turning it into a tool for reform and awareness.
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Fill in the blank: Realism in European poetry inspired Arab poets to write about everyday life

and  issues.

Theme Focus

Poverty (Lall) Highlighting economic hardship
Injustice (plall) Critiquing social and political oppression

Everyday life (4 sl 3Lall) Depicting ordinary experiences

Box 3.1: Themes of Realism in Arabic poetry

Pilot questions 3.2
1. What themes did Romanticism introduce into Arabic poetry?

2. Fill in the blank: Romanticism in European poetry emphasised emotion, imagination, and

the beauty of
3. How did Symbolism influence the style of Arab poets?

4. Fill in the blank: Symbolism in European poetry encouraged Arab poets to use

language and hidden meanings.
5. What social issues did Realism inspire Arab poets to address?

6. Fill in the blank: Realism in European poetry inspired Arab poets to write about everyday

life-and issues.

3.3 Representative Arab Poets Influenced By Europe (L, sk ¢sitia)l oyl o) el
3.3.1 Ahmad Shawqi (2% eaf) and Romantic tendencies

Ahmad Shawqi (855 2al), often called the “Prince of Poets” (¢)_2il) ), was deeply influenced
by Romanticism (4l g ¥) during his exposure to European literature. His poetry reflected
themes of nature, emotion, and imagination, blending classical Arabic forms with Romantic

-
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ideals. Shawqi’s works demonstrated how Arab poets could adapt European styles while

maintaining their cultural identity.

Fill in the blank: Ahmad Shawqi was often called the “Prince of ” because of his mastery
of poetry.

Plate 3.3: Ahmad Shawqi and Romantic tendencies

3.3.2 Badr Shakir Assayyab (ke sSUi ) and Symbolist influence

Badr Shakir Assayyab (—bwdl )SLS )v) is recognised as a pioneer of modern Arabic poetry. He
was influenced by Symbelism (4<!") and European modernist movements, which encouraged
him to use metaphor, imagery, and abstraction. Assayyab’s poetry often conveyed deep emotions
and philosophical reflections, marking a shift from traditional descriptive styles to symbolic and

layered meanings.

Fill in the blank: Badr Shakir Assayyab is recognised as a pioneer of Arabic poetry.

-
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SYMBOLIST ELEMENTS IN BADR SHAKIR AL-SAYYAB’S POETRY

4 /1
JaYe
/ / 4‘6 T \
‘0.~
]
Rain as Life, Sorrow, & Hope
(e.3., "Raio Song"). Not literal, but

a multi-layered symbol
for Iraq’s fate.

Jaykur (Village) & Nature
Withered palm, silenced lute
evoke loss, decay, & nostalgia,
not just the objects.

 Creates Mood
& Atmosphere

{agf
Engages Reader's
Imagination

These elements move beyond direct representation, using symbols to evoke complex emotional and intellectual states central to modern Arabic poetry.

Alienation, Time, Death/Rebirth
Concepts are felt rather than
explicitly stated, learing room
for interpretation.

Figure 3.3: Symbolist influence on Assayyab

3.3.3 Nazik Al-Malaikah (4<3) & 3U) and Free Verse inspired by European modernism

Nazik Al-Malaikah (A3l & 31) was one of the first Arab poets to introduce Free Verse (( ox&d!
A, inspired by European modernist poetry. Her works broke away from strict classical metre,
allowing greater flexibility and creativity. This innovation opened the door for modern Arabic
poetry to experiment with new forms, making her a central figure in the transformation of Arabic

literature.

Fill in the blank: Nazik Al-Malaikah was one of the first Arab poets to introduce Verse
into_Arabic poetry.

MET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Nazik Al-Malaika reciting ‘Cholera’ in Baghdad, 1950.

Plate 3.4: Nazik Al-Malaikah and Free Verse

Pilot questions 3.3

1.

2.

What Romantic themes influenced Ahmad Shawqi’s poetry?
Fill in the blank: Ahmad Shawqi was often called the “Prince of J
What Symbolist techniques did Badr Shakir Assayyab adopt in his poetry?

Fill in the blank: Badr Shakir Assayyab is recognised as a pioneer of Arabic
poetry.

How did Nazik Al-Malaikah transform Arabic poetry through Free Verse?

Fill in the blank: Nazik Al-Malaikah was one of the first Arab poets to introduce
Verse into Arabic poetry.

3.4 Broader Impact On Modern Arabic Literature (sl 2l o) e a1 53)

\” ‘J
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3.4.1 Stylistic innovation and experimentation (s 5 (2 slat) Haxill)

The influence of European poetry encouraged Arab poets to embrace stylistic innovation ( il
) and experimentation. Exposure to Romanticism, Symbolism, and Modernism inspired
poets to break away from rigid classical metres and adopt new techniques such as free verse;
imagery-driven language, and philosophical abstraction. This experimentation allowed Arabic
poetry to evolve into a more flexible and expressive art form, capable of addressing both

personal and societal concerns.

Fill in the blank: Exposure to Romanticism, Symbolism, and Modernism encouraged Arab poets

to adopt new techniques such as verse and imagery-driven language.

jﬁ@"w (SOOI I D T "T’;ﬁ
N
ARABIC POETRY: STYLISTIC INNOVATIONS & EUROPEAN INFLUENCE 2
A
MODERN ARABIC POETRY EVOLUTION 5’3;
o7\

&
FREE VERSE (;>JI y=.dl) SYMBOLISM (dsj01) ABSTRACTION (dy33,21) \%*
FREE VERSE SYMBOLISM ABSTRACTION %
,@‘ Abandonment of Indirect Deconstruction }E.%\i
jc;"j o Classical Meter Expression & of Form & P
é‘ N ,/ / (Tafila) Suggestion % Meaning E;P(
&) A
S I 0
g’;}, 0/ 0 — Focus on Evocation of Focus on g?
& =% Rhythm of =% Emotions over —P Sound & e
VQ}( Thought Description Visual Impact fg?
5 . — é
{2 a 3
j Abandonment of \ Visual Indirect \ Use of Deconstruc on }\ )
) Classical Meter Arrangement Expression Allegorical chon & representa(lonal @
&Pi (Tafila) on Page Imagery Imagery g guag: /‘f)

B Influence: Influence: Influence: B
(;»j Western Modernism French Symbolist European Avant-Garde é
N & Prose Poetry Movement & Surrealism %

)
& E;}*
ﬁ«’} EUROPEAN LITERARY TRADITIONS @
Z i (Romanticism, Modernism, Symbolism) F,:\’
e e

Figure 3.4: Stylistic.innovation and experimentation in Arabic poetry

3.4.2 Integration into global literary dialogue (calal) (2381 ) gal) 2 zlaai¥))

European influence also helped integrate Arabic poetry into the global literary dialogue ( J) s>
@l 23¥1). Through translation and cross-cultural exchange, Arab poets gained international

recognition, while Arabic readers encountered new perspectives shaped by European traditions.
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This integration positioned modern Arabic poetry as part of a wider literary conversation,

bridging East and West and enriching world literature.

Fill in the blank: Translation and cross-cultural exchange helped integrate Arabic poetry into the

literary dialogue.

P

Plate 3.5: Integration of Arabicpoetry into global literary dialogue

Pilot questions 3.4
1. -How did European influence encourage stylistic innovation in Arabic poetry?

2. Fill in the blank: Exposure to Romanticism, Symbolism, and Modernism encouraged

Arab poets to adopt new techniques such as verse.

3. What role did translation and cross-cultural exchange play in integrating Arabic poetry

globally?

4. Fill in the blank: Translation and cross-cultural exchange helped integrate Arabic poetry

into the literary dialogue.
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5. Why is the integration of Arabic poetry into global literary dialogue significant for world

literature?
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Series Summary

This Series has examined the influence of European poetry (2s,5¥) b=l 15 on modern Arabic
poetry, highlighting how cultural exchanges and translation movements shaped literary
development. We began with the historical background, considering early contact and the role of
translation in transmitting European ideas. We then explored major themes such as Romanticism,
Symbolism, and Realism, showing how they enriched Arabic poetic expression. Following that,
we studied representative Arab poets including Ahmad Shawqi (8 & 2eal), Badr Shakir
Assayyab (<bed) SLE ), and Nazik Al-Malaikah (A3 & 36), each of whom demonstrated
distinctive European influences. Finally, we assessed the broader impact of these influences,

focusing on stylistic innovation and the integration of Arabic poetry into global literary dialogue.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define the historical background of
European influence, explain the major themes it introduced, analyse the works of key Arab poets
shaped by European traditions, and evaluate the broader impact on modern Arabic literature.
These abilities align directly with the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs), ensuring that you can
critically engage with the role of European poetry in transforming Arabic poetic identity and

situating it within a global literary context.

Glossary of Terms

o Abstraction (2,2): A poetic technique that uses indirect or non-literal language to

convey deeper meanings and emotions.

« Ahmad Shawqi(25& 2al): Known as the “Prince of Poets” (¢)2l) ), he blended

classical Arabic forms with Romantic themes of nature and imagination.

o Badr Shakir Assayyab () SU ) A pioneer of modern Arabic poetry, influenced

by Symbolism and European modernism, noted for his use of metaphor and imagery.

o Free Verse (b)) 24d)): A form of poetry that does not follow strict classical metre,
allowing flexibility and creativity, introduced into Arabic poetry by Nazik Al-Malaikah.

« Literary contact (=¥ Juai¥l): Direct interaction between Arab and European literary

-

traditions through study, travel, and intellectual exchange.
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« Nazik Al-Malaikah (43l & 36): One of the first Arab poets to introduce Free Verse,

inspired by European modernist movements.

« Realism (428 4V)): A European literary movement that influenced Arab poets to write

about everyday life, social issues, and injustice.

« Romanticism (4ilagl): A European poetic movement emphasising emotion,
imagination, and nature, which inspired Arab poets to adopt more personal and

expressive styles.

« Symbolism (%3_Y): A European movement that encouraged the use of metaphor,
imagery, and hidden meanings, influencing Arab poets to explore abstract'and

philosophical themes.

« Translation movements (il <l a): Efforts in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries

to translate European literary works.into Arabic, introducing new themes and styles.

« Stylistic innovation (=s~Y w34ll): The adoption of new poetic techniques such as free

verse, symbolism, and abstraction, which transformed modern Arabic poetry.

« Global literary dialogue (¢! 28} ) sall): The integration of Arabic poetry into

international literary conversations through translation and cultural exchange.

Concept Check Questions [Series 3]
Objective questions

1.~ Which century saw increased Arab exposure to European literary traditions through

colonial encounters and education abroad? (Linked to SLO 3.1)

2. The translation movements introduced Romanticism and which other European poetic

movement into Arabic literature? (Linked to SLO 3.1)

3. Which European movement emphasised emotion, imagination, and nature? (Linked to

SLO 3.2)

4. Who is recognised as the “Prince of Poets” (¢! =&l ,ul)? (Linked to SLO 3.5)
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5. Which Arab poet pioneered Free Verse (U~ y=3ll) inspired by European modernism?
(Linked to SLO 3.7)

Short-answer questions

6. Explain how Symbolism (42« influenced Arab poets’ use of language and imagery.
(Linked to SLO 3.3)

7. Describe one way Realism (423 sll) shaped Arabic poetry. (Linked to SLO 3.4)

8. What was Badr Shakir Assayyab’s main contribution to modern Arabic poetry? (Linked
to SLO 3.6)

9. How did stylistic innovation (s siY! 1aill) transformmodern Arabic poetry? (Linked to
SLO 3.8)

10. Why was translation (“«>_ll) important for integrating Arabic poetry into global literary
dialogue? (Linked to SLO 3.9)

Long-answer questions

11. Analyse Ahmad Shawqi’s Romantic tendencies and their significance for Arabic poetry.

(Linked to SLO 3.5)

12. Evaluate the overall influence of European poetry on modern Arabic literature, focusing

on stylistic innovation and global integration. (Linked to SLO 3.8, SLO 3.9)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3]
Objective questions

L. The nineteenth century.

2. Symbolism.

3. Romanticism.

4. Ahmad Shawqi (355 2eal).

5. Nazik Al-Malaikah (A3l & ),

-
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Short-answer questions

6. Symbolism encouraged Arab poets to use abstract language, metaphor, and hidden

meanings to express complex emotions and philosophical ideas.

7. Realism shaped Arabic poetry by introducing themes of everyday life, poverty, and social

critique.

8. Assayyab pioneered modern Arabic poetry by adopting Symbolist techniques and

creating layered, metaphorical works.

9. Stylistic innovation transformed Arabic poetry by introducing free verse, symbolism, and

abstraction, making it more flexible and expressive.

10. Translation allowed European poetry to be transmitted into Arabic, enabling cultural

exchange and positioning Arabic poetry within global literary conversations.
Long-answer questions

11. Basic response: Ahmad Shawqi’s Romantic tendencies reflected themes of nature,
imagination, and emotion, blending European Romantic ideals with classical Arabic
forms.

Value-added response: Beyond this, Shawqi’s adaptation of Romanticism demonstrated
how Arab poets could modernise traditional structures, paving the way for future

experimentation and enriching Arabic poetry with universal themes.

12. Basic response: European poetry influenced modern Arabic literature by introducing
stylistic innovation and integrating it into global literary dialogue.
Value-added response: In addition, it reshaped Arabic poetic identity, encouraged
reformist and philosophical exploration, and established Arabic poetry as a participant in

world literature, bridging East and West in meaningful ways.

-
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]

Part 3.1 Historical background of European influence (=905%) bl 4a 1l 4,41Y)
1. Trade, travel, and intellectual dialogue.
2. Colonial encounters.

3. They transmitted European poetic traditions into Arabic, introducing new themes and

styles.

4. Symbolist.

5. They brought back fresh ideas and literary perspectives that reshaped Arabic poetry.
Part 3.2 Major themes influenced by European poetry (g-w,um il Al 5 s Cile g 1 94ll)

1. Emotion, imagination, and nature.

2. Nature.

3. It encouraged Arab poets to use abstract language, metaphor, and hidden meanings.

4. Abstract.

5. Poverty, inequality, and political eppression.

6. Social.
Part 3.3 Representative Arab poets influenced by Europe (Lsust ¢g5liall il ¢ addl)

1. Nature, imagination, and emotion.

2.' Poets.

3. He adopted Symbolist techniques such as metaphor, imagery, and abstraction.

4." Modern.

5. She introduced Free Verse, breaking away from strict classical metre.

6. Free.

Part 3.4 Broader impact on modern Arabic literature () 2 ad Q¥ e aug¥) J5Y))

-
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1. It encouraged poets to adopt free verse, symbolism, and abstraction.
2. Free.
3. Translation and cross-cultural exchange gave Arabic poetry international recognition.

4. Global.

5. It positioned Arabic poetry within world literature, bridging East and West.

References and Attributions [Series 3]
General References (APA style)
e Allen, R. (2000). Romanticism and its influence on world literature. London: Routledge.

e Jayyusi, S. K. (1987). Modern Arabic Poetry: An Anthology. New York: Columbia

University Press.
o Na‘imah, M. (1956). Al-Ghirbal (J2,&l). Beirut: Dar al-‘Ilm lil-Malayin.
e OER Commons. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.oercommons.org

e JSTOR. (n.d.). Academic journals.and research databases. Retrieved from

https://www jstor.org
Figures

o Figure 3.1: Early cultural exchanges between Arabs and Europeans — Al-generated
using the prompt “Generate a labelled diagram showing early cultural exchanges between
Arabs and Europeans through trade, travel, and intellectual dialogue.” Suggested OER

search string: “open educational resource Arab European cultural exchanges poetry.”

o Figure 3.2: Symbolism and abstraction in Arabic poetry — Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a labelled diagram showing symbolic elements in Arabic poetry influenced by
European Symbolism.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource

Symbolism abstraction Arabic poetry influence.”

-
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o Figure 3.3: Symbolist influence on Assayyab — Al-generated using the prompt “Generate
a labelled diagram showing Symbolist elements in Assayyab’s poetry, including
metaphor, imagery, and abstraction.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational

resource Badr Shakir Assayyab Symbolism Arabic poetry.”

o Figure 3.4: Stylistic innovation and experimentation in Arabic poetry — Al-generated
using the prompt “Generate a labelled diagram showing stylistic innovations in Arabic
poetry influenced by European traditions, including free verse, symbolism, and
abstraction.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource stylistic

innovation Arabic poetry European influence.”
Plates

e Plate 3.1: Translation movements and literary contact—Al-generated using the prompt
“Create an image showing Arab scholars translating European literary works in the
nineteenth century.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Arab

scholars translation European poetry.”

e Plate 3.2: Romanticism and nature in Arabic poetry — Al-generated using the prompt
“Create an image showing‘an Arab poet inspired by nature, writing in a Romantic style.”
Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Romanticism nature Arabic

poetry influence.”

e Plate 3.3: Ahmad Shawqi and Romantic tendencies — Al-generated using the prompt
“Create an image showing Ahmad Shawqi writing poetry inspired by Romantic themes of
nature and imagination.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource

Ahmad Shawgi Romanticism Arabic poetry.”

e Plate 3.4: Nazik Al-Maldikah and Free Verse — Al-generated using the prompt “Create an
image showing Nazik Al-Malaikah reciting Free Verse poetry with modernist
mspiration.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Nazik Al-

Malaikah Free Verse Arabic poetry.”

e Plate 3.5: Integration of Arabic poetry into global literary dialogue — Al-generated using

the prompt “Create an image showing Arab and European poets in dialogue, symbolising

-
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cultural exchange and global literary integration.” Suggested OER search string: “open

educational resource Arabic poetry European influence global literary dialogue.”

Boxes

e Box 3.1: Themes of Realism in Arabic poetry — Al-generated using the prompt “Generate
a simple table listing themes of Realism in Arabic poetry, including poverty, injustice,
and everyday life.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Realism

social critique Arabic poetry influence.”
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Series 4: Selected Works Of Nazar Qabani, Badr Shakir Assayyab, And Nazik
Al-Malaikah

Part 4.1 Nazar Qabani (%2 ) ¥): Themes of love and revolution

e 4.1.1 Romantic imagery and personal emotion (Aasill Ashlall s dpuile s 5l1 5 ) guall)
o 4.1.2 Political and social critique (s=lia¥) s bl adill)
e 4.1.3 Selected poems and analysis (Lelilad g5 lisa zlai)

Part 4.2 Badr Shakir Assayyab (o) SU &) Symbolism and modernist vision

e 4.2.1 Symbolist techniques and imagery (42 =&l ) sall 5 43 3a Jl CulluY))
e 4.2.2 Themes of exile and suffering (sUlaall 5 Aiall Cile guin 50)
o 4.2.3 Selected poems and analysis (Llilad s 3 )lisa z )

Part 4.3 Nazik Al-Malaikah (4l &3U): Free Verse and innovation

e 4.3.1 Introduction of Free Verse (b~ jaill JiAa))
e 4.3.2 Themes of modernity and identity (%35l s Llasl) Cile i 50)
o 4.3.3 Selected poems and analysis (Leldais 3 lisa =ila)

Part 4.4 Comparative impact on modern Arabic poetry (Cysdl o edl sedll e o liadl 5¥)

e 4.4.1 Shared innovations and differences (<EUEAY) 5 48 jidall &l ST
o 4.4.2 Influence on later generations (430 Jua¥) e i)
e 4.4.3 Position within global literary dialogue (i)l (231 ) sall & GlSdll)

Introduetion

In'the last Series, we examined how European poetry influenced modern Arabic poetry, shaping
themes, styles, and innovations. Building on that foundation, this Series focuses on three
towering figures of modern Arabic literature: Nazar Qabani (18 L) )), Badr Shakir Assayyab
(<bd! S Hy)) and Nazik Al-Malaikah (A3l & 35), Their selected works represent milestones

in the evolution of Arabic poetry, combining personal emotion, political critique, symbolism, and

-
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stylistic innovation. Studying their contributions will help you appreciate how individual voices

transformed Arabic poetry into a modern and global art form.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to selected works of these three poets and to equip you

with the ability to analyse their themes, techniques, and impact on Arabic literature.

We shall commence this Series by exploring Nazar Qabani’s poetry, focusing on his themes of
love and revolution. Next, we will move on to Badr Shakir Assayyab, examining his Symbolist
techniques and modernist vision. Following that, we will study Nazik Al-Malaikah, highlighting
her introduction of Free Verse and her exploration of modernity and identity. Finally, we will
conclude by comparing their collective impact on modern Arabic poetry, considering their
shared innovations, differences, and influence on later generations, as well-as their position

within global literary dialogue.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 4.1 analyse the themes of love and revolution in selected works of Nazar Qabani
(0159,

e SLO 4.2 evaluate the use of Romantic imagery and political critique in Qabani’s poetry,

e SLO 4.3 describe the Symbolist techniques and imagery employed by Badr Shakir
Assayyab (el S ),

e ~SLO 4.4 explain how themes of exile and suffering are reflected in Assayyab’s selected
works,

o SLO 4.5 demonstrate how Nazik Al-Malaikah (<33l & 34) introduced Free Verse (=l
u~1l) into Arabic poetry,

e - SLO 4.6 analyse the themes of modernity and identity in Al-Malaikah’s selected poems,

e SLO 4.7 compare the shared innovations and differences among Qabani, Assayyab, and
Al-Malaikah,

e SLO 4.8 assess their collective influence on later generations of Arab poets, and

-
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« SLO 4.9 evaluate their position within the global literary dialogue (altall 231 i sall).

4.1 Nazar Qabani (4 L) ): Themes Of Love And Revolution

4.1.1 Romantic imagery and personal emotion (dsasill dahlall 5 dsuile s )l 5 ) suall)

Nazar Qabani (58 ) _¥) is renowned for his use of romantic imagery (4l 3 gall), which
refers to poetic expressions that highlight beauty, love, and emotional depth: His poetry often
draws upon everyday experiences of affection and longing, transforming them into universal
themes. By focusing on personal emotion, Qabani gave Arabic poetry a more intimate and

relatable voice, moving away from purely classical or political subjects.

Fill in the blank: Nazar Qabani’s poetry gave Arabic literature a more and relatable

voice.

Plate 4.1: Romantic imagery in Qabani’s poetry

Hea)
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4.1.2 Political and social critique (=\Wia¥) 5 oulaadl aaill)

Beyond love, Qabani’s poetry also engaged in political critique () 3i) and social critique
(cs\WiaY) il These terms refer to the poet’s use of verse to challenge injustice, oppression, and
societal norms. His works often voiced frustration with political corruption and the struggles of
Arab societies, making his poetry both personal and revolutionary. This duality of love and

revolution gave his work a unique power, resonating with audiences across generations.

Fill in the blank: Qabani’s poetry combined themes of love with critique, making his

work revolutionary.

DUAL THEMES IN NIZAR QABANI’'S POETRY: LOVE & REVOLUTION
LOVE (wvi) REVOLUTION (5,931

POLITICAL
DEFIANCE !

ADORATION
OF WOMEN

_] ;
N
SENSUAL —‘ C/} [ SOCIAL
PASSION ¢ JUSTICE
"”/ INTERTWINED EXPRESSION:
The personal becomes political,
—] and the political is felt personally. r ‘I
PERSONAL & EMOTIONAL PUBLIC & NATIONAL
INTIMATE LIBERATION COLLECTIVE LIBERATION
Themes: Romantic devotion, eroticism, Themes: Resistance against oppression, Arab nationalism,
the female voice, breaking social taboos. critique of political corruption, calls for change.

Qabani's verses merge the intimate whispers of the heart with the fervent cries of the street.

Figure4.1: Dual themes in Qabani’s poetry

44 .3 Selected poems and analysis (Llilad s 3 )lise 7z 3l)

Qabani’s selected works illustrate the balance between personal and political themes. Poems
such as i 2ilaf{Love Poems) highlight his romantic style, while works like _x e  io/ s
4uSi{ Margins on the Notebook of Defeat) reflect his political engagement after the 1967 Arab
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defeat. Analysing these poems helps learners see how Qabani used poetry as both a personal

diary and a social commentary.

Fill in the blank: Qabani’s 4wSi/ i e ol sareflects his engagement after the 1967
Arab defeat.
Title (¢ siad) Theme (§ 3 34l)
a bl Romantic imagery and personal emotion

sl 8 e ialga | Political critique and social frustration

4lle V3l ol Cliess | Feminist and social critique

Box 4.1: Recommended selected works of Nazar Qabani

Pilot questions 4.1

1. What type of imagery is Nazar Qabani most famous for?
2. Fill in the blank: Nazar Qabani’s poetry gave Arabic literature a more and

relatable voice.

3. What themes did Qabani combine to make his poetry revolutionary?

4. Fill in the blank: Qabani’s peetry combined themes of love with  critique.

5. Which poem reflected Qabani’s political engagement after the 1967 Arab defeat?

6. Fill in the blank: Qabani’s 4wsil/ i o do/sareflects his  engagement after the
1967 Arab defeat.

4.2 Badr Shakir Assayyab (<l S ,a): Symbolism And Modernist Vision

4.2.1)Symbolist techniques and imagery (4=l ) seall 43 3o, Cullud))

Badr Shakir Assayyab (<bed! JSU )a) is recognised as a pioneer of modern Arabic poetry. He
employed Symbolist techniques (42348 wxwll)), which involve the use of metaphor, imagery,
and hidden meanings to convey complex emotions and philosophical ideas. His poetry often
drew upon mythological references and symbolic language to express themes of suffering, hope,

-
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and renewal. This style marked a departure from traditional descriptive poetry, giving Arabic

literature a new depth and sophistication.

Fill in the blank: Assayyab’s poetry often used

express suffering and renewal.

references and symbolic language to

Symbolist Techniques in Assayyab's Poetry (e.g., Badr Shakir al-Sayyab)

[

METAPHOR &
%%° ABSTRACTION

Rain as a symbol for hope

{ SYMBOLIST TECHNIQUES

)

)

N

v

Evocative natural elements
to convey mood. Focus on

and despair. Use of private,

sensory details and

( ﬁ» VIVID IMAGERY \

MYTHOLOGICAL
REFERENCES

Allusions to ancient gods
(e.g., Tammuz, Ishtar) for

elusive metaphors to atmospheric descriptions. universal themes of death
suggest meaning rather and renewal.
than state it.
g \ J
\ Il /
CUMULATIVE EFFECT

Creation of a dreamlike, multi-layered emotional experience.
Transcends literal interpretation.

Figure 4.2: Symbolist techniques in Assayyab’s poetry

4.2.2 Themes/0f exile and suffering (3Llaall 5 il Cile g 40)

Assayyab’s poetry frequently reflected exile (s4ial') and suffering (3Ulzall), themes that resonated
with Arab audiences during times of political turmoil. His personal experiences of illness and
displacement gave his poetry authenticity and emotional power. By linking personal suffering to
collective struggles, Assayyab created a voice that spoke both to individual pain and to broader

social realities.

Fill in the blank: Assayyab’s poetry linked personal suffering to struggles, giving his

work authenticity.

-
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Plate 4.2: Themes of exile and suffering in dssayyab’s poetry

4.2.3 Selected poems and analysis (Ldiladgs lisa Zila)

Among Assayyab’s most famous works'is _a<l/ 525 Song of Rain), which symbolises renewal
and hope through natural imagery. Another significant poem, sbws// e s</(The Blind Prostitute),
reflects social critique and human suffering. Analysing these works reveals how Assayyab
combined Symbolist techniques with themes of exile and pain, creating poetry that was both

artistic and socially engaged.

Fill in the blank: Assayyab’s _sa// 52 siikymbolises renewal and through natural
imagery.
Title (&)l Theme (& 3< 34ll)

hdlisagsl  Renewal, hope, and symbolism

bl (uesall  Social critique and human suffering

-
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Title (o)) Theme (g.3254l)
sl Je v e Exile and longing

Box 4.2: Recommended selected works of Badr Shakir Assayyab

Pilot questions 4.2

1. What Symbolist techniques did Assayyab use in his poetry?

2. Fill in the blank: Assayyab’s poetry oftenused  references and symbolic
language.

3. What themes of exile and suffering are reflected in Assayyab’s works?

4. Fill in the blank: Assayyab’s poetry linked personal sufferingto ~ struggles.

5. Which poem symbolises renewal and hope through natural imagery?

6. Fill in the blank: Assayyab’s /s siifymbolises renewal and

4.3 Nazik Al-Malaikah (<3l & 38): Free Verse And Innovation

4.3.1 Introduction of Free Verse (uall ,=alhJx.)

Nazik Al-Malaikah (A3l & 30) s celebrated as one of the first Arab poets to introduce Free
Verse (bl saadl) which refers to poetry that does not follow strict classical metre but instead
allows flexibility in rhythm and structure. This innovation marked a turning point in Arabic
literature, opening the door for experimentation and modernist expression. Her pioneering role

gave Arabic poetry a new form that could better reflect contemporary realities and emotions.

Fill in the blank: Nazik Al-Malaikah is celebrated as one of the first Arab poets to introduce

Verse into Arabic poetry.

-
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Er o

ey R@iﬁg COMPARISON: CLASSICAL ARABIC METRE vs. FREE VERSE E 7

CLASSICAL METRE FREE VERSE
@ (Al-Amudi) @ @ (Al-Shi'r al-Hurr) @

Caesura

|
I
|
I
|
|
! \_ VARIABLE
SADR 1l i N1 | LINE LENGTH
(First Hemistich) 0 ] 0 |
‘AJuz ! i — u‘l?bﬁgg;%'; FEET
(Second Hemistich) 0 ! ’ | J (Taf'ila) per Line
I
FIXED NUMBER 1 | nNoFixep
OF FEET il RHYME SCHEME
(Taf'ila) per Line < CONTRAST >
M Sl B R
throughout the Poem ! but Not Fixed Pattern
¢ $ | L —
STRICT ADHERENCE : —I_ GREATER FREEDOM
TO TRADITIONAL —t+ 0 Q | IN EXPRESSION
METERS = 1 & FORM
(e.g., Tawil, Basit) A :
- I
— = o = ! _/\
FicaElaimaaialis ! &A/\ Al o
— —l— —l— —— ! \/\/\/\/ A4 4
1 ! 1 |
PN v
"ﬁtf'mﬂ N7 Classical Metre emphasizes structure, uniformity, and a single rhyme, while Free Verse prioritizes
_i,\:’&;% AN rhythmic flexibility, organic form, and thematic flow over strict metrical rules.
A7/ X

Figure 4.3: Classical metre versus Free Verse in Arabic poetry

4.3.2 Themes of modernity and identity(4: sl s &8laall Cle g 00)

Al-Malaikah’s poetry explored modernity (414a) and identity (43¢, reflecting the challenges
of Arab societies in adapting to new cultural and political realities. Her works often addressed
questions of individuality, gender roles, and the tension between tradition and progress. By
weaving these themes into her poetry, she gave voice to the struggles of modern Arab identity,

particularly from a female perspective.

Fill in/the blank: Al-Malaikah’s poetry explored themes of modernity and , reflecting

cultural challenges.
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Plate 4.3: Al-Malaikah’s exploration of modernity and identity

4.3.3 Selected poems and analysis (Ldilsdgs lisa zila)

Among her most influential works is /~_x/s<(Cholera), which vividly depicts the suffering caused
by disease and social crisis, using Free Verse to capture urgency and emotion. Another
significant poem, 3lays LLi{Fragments and Ashes), reflects themes of modernity and existential
struggle. Analysing these works helps learners see how Al-Malaikah combined innovation in

form with profound thematic exploration.

Fill in the blank: Al-Malaikah’s //s<kividly depicts suffering caused by and social
crisis.

Title (&) si=) Theme (& 5 s4l))

[BRENI Disease, crisis, and Free Verse innovation

sla 5 Ldad Modernity, existential struggle

da gall 3,0 8 Identity and reflection
Box 4.3: Recommended selected works of Nazik Al-Malaikah

Daa)
B ET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Pilot questions 4.3

1. What innovation did Nazik Al-Malaikah introduce into Arabic poetry?
2. Fill in the blank: Nazik Al-Malaikah is celebrated as one of the first Arab poets.to

introduce Verse.

What themes of modernity and identity are reflected in her poetry?
Fill in the blank: Al-Malaikah’s poetry explored themes of modernity and
Which poem vividly depicts suffering caused by disease and social crisis?

Fill in the blank: Al-Malaikah’s /«/sSividly depicts suffering caused by .

S

4.4 Comparative Impact On Modern Arabic Poetry (&uaadyz =l pailile o jiall i)

4.4.1 Shared innovations and differenc@s, (<EMERY) s A8 yidall Sl HIEYY)

Nazar Qabani, Badr Shakir Assayyab, and Nazik Al-Malaikah each introduced innovations
(<1_<5) that reshaped Arabic poetry. Qabani brought intimacy and political critique, Assayyab
pioneered Symbolist techniques and modernist imagery, while Al-Malaikah introduced Free
Verse and themes of modernity. Together, they expanded the boundaries of Arabic poetic
expression. At the'same time, their differences in style and focus highlight the diversity of

modern Arabic literature.

Fill in the blank: While Qabani focused on love and revolution, Assayyab pioneered Symbolism,

and Al-Malaikah introduced Verse.

-
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COMPARATIVE INNOVATIONS IN MODERN ARABIC POETRY: QABANI, ASSAYYAB, & AL-MALAIKAH

-

NIZAR QABANI
(1923-1998)

~
EROTIC & POLITICAL THEMES:
Breaking taboos, merging love
with political critique,
championing women's rights.

SIMPLIFIED LANGUAGE &

4 DIRECTNESS:

Using accessible, near-
colloquial Arabic for mass
appeal, moving away from
classical complexity.

-

CHALLENGING SOCIAL
NORMS:

Direct engagement with
social and political issues,
often controversial.

" BADR SHAKIR ASSAYYAB |
(1926-1964)

NAZIK AL-MALAIKAH
(1923-2007)

-
=
PIONEERING FREE VERSE
ﬁ@ (Shi'r Hurr):
2aas Introducing the single foot
@ ¢¢¢  (tafila) as the prosodic unit,
breaking rigid meters.

THEORIZING FREE VERSE:
Formulating the rules and
principles of free verse,
providing its critical foundation.

. J J
) & Y
MYTHOLOGICAL )
INTEGRATION: zglr&LE PERSPECTIVE &
Weaving ancient myths Bringing a distinct female
(Tammuz, Ishtar) into modern experience and emotional
——~——  contextto express depth to modern poetry.
L collective suffering. ) )
s 2 N
EMOTIONAL &
gﬁ?ggg.ﬁléa EOLLECHIVE PSYCHOLOGICAL DEPTH:

J

2 Blending individual pain with
the political and social
o struggles of the Arab world.

- - 4

Focusing on inner feelings,
melancholy, and the
psychological state of the
individual.

[

SHARED LEGACY & IMPACT: FOUNDATIONS OF MODERN ARABIC POETRY

Collectively, they dismantled rigid classical forms, introduced new thematic and structural possibilities, and established free
verse as a dominant mode, profoundly influencing subsequent generations and modernizing Arabic poetic expression.

Figure 4.4:

Shared innovations and differences among three poets

4.4.2 Influence on later generations (4830 Jua¥lple &)

The collective contributions of these poets influenced later generations of Arab writers. Their

innovations encouraged younger poets to experiment with form, explore personal and political

themes, and engage with global literary currents. This influence is evident in the rise of

contemporary Arab poetry that continues to blend tradition with modernity.

Fill in the blank: The contributions of Qabani, Assayyab, and Al-Malaikah encouraged younger

poets to

with form and themes.
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Plate 4.4: Influence on later generations of Arab poets

4.4.3 Position within global literary dialogue (b)) 33 ) sall 8 LlSA))

By integrating European influences and innovating within Arabic traditions, these poets
positioned Arabic poetry within the global literary dialogue (il (2% i sall). Their works
have been translated into multiple languages, allowing international audiences to engage with
Arab perspectives. This global recognition underscores the role of modern Arabic poetry as part

of world literature, bridging East and West.

Fill in the blank: Translation of their works into multiple languages positioned Arabic poetry

within the literary dialogue.
Poet (L)) Contribution (ak-Y')
g ) Romantic and political themes accessible to global audiences

<l SUE 3 | Symbolist imagery and modernist vision

A3l &l Free Verse innovation and feminist perspectives

Box 4.4: Contributions to global literary dialogue

Do)
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Pilot questions 4.4

1. What innovations did Qabani, Assayyab, and Al-Malaikah each contribute to Arabic
poetry?

2. Fill in the blank: While Qabani focused on love and revolution, Assayyab pioneered
Symbolism, and Al-Malaikah introduced ~ Verse.

3. How did their contributions influence later generations of Arab poets?

4. Fill in the blank: The contributions of Qabani, Assayyab, and Al-Malaikah encouraged
younger poetsto  with form and themes.

5. What role did translation play in positioning Arabic poetry globally?

6. Fill in the blank: Translation of their works into multiple languages positioned Arabic

poetry within the literary dialogue.

-
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Series Summary

This Series has focused on the selected works of Nazar Qabani (2 L)), Badr Shakir Assayyab
(Sl JSLE ), and Nazik Al-Malaikah (S35l & 3U), three of the most influential figures in
modern Arabic poetry. We began with Qabani, examining his romantic imagery and themes of
love alongside his political and social critique. We then moved to Assayyab, exploring his
Symbolist techniques, his use of myth and imagery, and his reflections on exile and suffering.
Following that, we studied Al-Malaikah, highlighting her introduction of Free Verse and her
exploration of modernity and identity. Finally, we considered their collective impact; comparing
their innovations, assessing their influence on later generations, and situating their works within

the global literary dialogue.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to analyse Qabani’s'themes of love and
revolution, explain Assayyab’s Symbolist techniques and his treatment of exile, demonstrate
Al-Malaikah’s innovation through Free Verse, and evaluate the shared and distinctive
contributions of all three poets. These abilities align directly with the Series Learning Outcomes
(SLOs), equipping you to critically engage with their selected works and to appreciate their

lasting significance in modern Arabic poetry and world literature.

-
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Glossary of Terms

o Exile (Al): A recurring theme in Assayyab’s poetry, referring to displacement and
separation from one’s homeland, often used to symbolise broader social and political

struggles.

o Free Verse (b)) &ll): A poetic form introduced by Nazik Al-Malaikah that abandens
strict classical metre, allowing flexibility in rhythm and structure to reflect modern

realities.

« Identity (4s¢d): A theme explored in Al-Malaikah’s works, focusing on individuality,

gender roles, and the tension between tradition and progress in Arab societies.

o Innovation (J<¥)): The creative introduction of new poetic forms and themes by

modern Arab poets such as Qabani, Assayyab, and Al-Malaikah, which reshaped Arabic
poetry.

e  Modernity (&)all): A theme in Al-Malaikah’s poetry, reflecting cultural and political

changes in Arab societies and the challenges of adapting to new realities.

o Nazar Qabani (& J13¥): A modern Arab poet known for romantic imagery and themes

of love, as well as political and social critique.

o Political critique (cbdl &lY): The use of poetry to challenge political corruption,

oppression, and injustice, a hallmark of Qabani’s revolutionary works.

« Romanticimagery (4ilagll 3, sall): Poetic expressions highlighting beauty, love, and

emotion, often used by Qabani to create intimacy and relatability.

. Social critique (sWia¥) 1dl)): Poetry that questions societal norms and highlights social
struggles, evident in the works of Qabani and Assayyab.

« Symbolism (&3V): A literary technique used by Assayyab, involving metaphor,

imagery, and hidden meanings to express complex emotions and philosophical ideas.

-
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o Suffering (3Uaall): A central theme in Assayyab’s poetry, reflecting both personal
hardship and collective struggles of Arab societies.

« Translation (4 _il): The process of rendering Arabic poetry into other languages, w

helped position modern Arabic literature within the global literary dialogue.

’@Q
N
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Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
Objective questions

1. Which poet is most associated with romantic imagery and themes of love? (Linked to
SLO 4.1)

2. Which poem by Nazar Qabani reflects his political engagement after the 1967 Arab
defeat? (Linked to SLO 4.2)

3. Which Symbolist techniques did Badr Shakir Assayyab employ in his poetry? (Linked to
SLO 4.3)

4. Which poem by Assayyab symbolises renewal and hope through natural-imagery?
(Linked to SLO 4.4)

5. Who introduced Free Verse into Arabic poetry? (Linkedto SLO4.5)

6. Which poem by Nazik Al-Malaikah vividly depicts suffering caused by disease and
social crisis? (Linked to SLO 4:6)

Short-answer questions

7. Explain how Qabani combined themes of love and revolution in his poetry. (Linked to
SLO 4.1, SLO 4.2)

8. Describe how Assayyab’s personal experiences influenced his themes of exile and
suffering. (Linked to SLO.4.4)

9. What themes of modernity and identity are reflected in Al-Malaikah’s poetry? (Linked to
SLO 4.6)

10.Compare one innovation introduced by each of the three poets. (Linked to SLO 4.7)

11. How did their contributions influence later generations of Arab poets? (Linked to SLO
4.8)

12. Why is translation important for positioning Arabic poetry within the global literary
dialogue? (Linked to SLO 4.9)

Long-answer questions

-

MET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



13. Analyse the significance of Nazar Qabani’s dual focus on love and political critique.
(Linked to SLO 4.1, SLO 4.2)

14. Evaluate the collective impact of Qabani, Assayyab, and Al-Malaikah on modern Arabic
poetry, considering their innovations and global recognition. (Linked to SLO 4.7, SLO
4.8, SLO 4.9)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
Objective questions

1. Nazar Qabani (W8 ) ).

2. Sl by e el s8(Margins on the Notebook of Defeat).
3. Metaphor, imagery, and mythological references.

4. _kd 5055(Song of Rain).

5. Nazik Al-Malaikah (A3l & 3),

6. /s Cholera).

Short-answer questions

7. Qabani combined personal themes of love with political critique, making his poetry both
intimate and revolutionary.

8. Assayyab’s illness and displacement gave authenticity to his poetry, linking personal
suffering to collective struggles.

9./ Al-Malaikah’s poetry reflected modernity, gender roles, individuality, and the tension
between tradition and progress.

10. Qabani introduced romantic and political themes, Assayyab pioneered Symbolism, and
Al-Malaikah introduced Free Verse.

11. Their contributions encouraged younger poets to experiment with form and themes,
blending tradition with modernity.

12. Translation allowed Arabic poetry to reach global audiences, integrating it into world
literature.

-
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Long-answer questions

13. Basic response: Qabani’s poetry is significant because it combined romantic imagery
with political critique, giving his work both personal and revolutionary power.
Value-added response: Beyond this, his dual focus reflected the struggles of Arab
societies, making his poetry a cultural bridge that resonated across generations and
contexts.

14. Basic response: Collectively, the three poets reshaped Arabic poetry through innovations
such as romantic themes, Symbolism, and Free Verse, while gaining global recognition.
Value-added response: In addition, their impact extended to inspiring later generations,
positioning Arabic poetry within global literary dialogue, and enriching world literature

by bridging East and West.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4]

Part 4.1 Nazar Qabani (* ) ): Themes of love and revolution

1. Romantic imagery.

2. Intimate.

3. Love and revolution.

4. Political.

5. AuSilf i e il sa(Margins on the Notebook of Defeat).
6. Political.

Part 4.2 Badr Shakir Assayyab (@) SU )a): Symbolism and modernist vision

1. Metaphor, imagery, and hidden meanings.
Mythological.

Exile and suffering.

bl 5302 Song of Rain).

2

3

4. Collective.
5

6. Hope.

Part 4.3 Nazik Al-Malaikah (43l & ): Free Verse and innovation

1. Free Verse.

2. Free.

3. Modernity and identity.
4./ Identity.

5./ xsS(Cholera).

6. Disease.

Part 4.4 Comparative impact on modern Arabic poetry (€zal) 2 all o &) e ¢l 5Y))

1. Qabani introduced romantic and political themes, Assayyab pioneered Symbolism, and
Al-Malaikah introduced Free Verse.
2. Free.

-
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They encouraged younger poets to experiment with form and themes.
Experiment.

Translation allowed Arabic poetry to reach global audiences.

Global.

AN
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Figures

o Figure 4.1: Dual themes in Qabani’s poetry — Al-generated using the prompt “Generate a
labelled diagram showing dual themes in Qabani’s poetry: love and revolution.”
Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Nizar Qabbani love revolution
Arabic poetry.”

o Figure 4.2: Symbolist techniques in Assayyab’s poetry — Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a labelled diagram showing Symbolist techniques in Assayyab’s poetry,
including metaphor, imagery, and mythological references.” Suggested OER search
string: “open educational resource Badr Shakir Assayyab Symbolism Arabic poetry.”

o Figure 4.3: Classical metre versus Free Verse in Arabic poetry — Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a labelled diagram comparing classical metre and Free Verse in Arabic
poetry.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Nazik Al-Malaikah
Free Verse Arabic poetry.”

o - Figure 4.4: Shared innovations and differences among three poets — Al-generated using
the prompt “Generate a labelled diagram comparing innovations of Qabani, Assayyab,

and Al-Malaikah in modern Arabic poetry.” Suggested OER search string: “open

-
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educational resource Nizar Qabbani Badr Shakir Assayyab Nazik Al-Malaikah

innovations Arabic poetry.”
Plates

e Plate 4.1: Romantic imagery in Qabani’s poetry — Al-generated using the prompt “Create
an image showing Nazar Qabani writing poetry with romantic imagery of roses and
affection.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Nizar Qabbani
romantic poetry Arabic.”

o Plate 4.2: Themes of exile and suffering in Assayyab’s poetry — Al-generated using the
prompt “Create an image showing Assayyab writing poetry while reflecting on exile and
suffering.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Badr Shakir
Assayyab exile suffering Arabic poetry.”

e Plate 4.3: Al-Maldaikah’s exploration of modernity and identity — Al-generated using the
prompt “Create an image showing Nazik Al-Malaikah reciting poetry that reflects themes
of modernity and identity.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource
Nazik Al-Malaikah modernity identity Arabic poetry.”

e Plate 4.4: Influence on later generations of Arab poets — Al-generated using the prompt
“Create an image showing contemporary Arab poets inspired by Qabani, Assayyab, and
Al-Malaikah.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource contemporary

Arab poets influenced by modern pioneers.”
Boxes

e Box4.1:Recommended selected works of Nazar Qabani — Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a simple table listing selected works of Nazar Qabani with their themes.”
Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Nizar Qabbani selected works
analysis Arabic poetry.”

e - Box 4.2: Recommended selected works of Badr Shakir Assayyab — Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a simple table listing selected works of Badr Shakir Assayyab with
their themes.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Badr Shakir

Assayyab selected works analysis Arabic poetry.”

-
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e Box 4.3: Recommended selected works of Nazik Al-Malaikah — Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a simple table listing selected works of Nazik Al-Malaikah with their
themes.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Nazik Al-Malaikah
selected works analysis Arabic poetry.”

e Box 4.4: Contributions to global literary dialogue — Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a simple table listing contributions of Qabani, Assayyab, and Al-Malaikah to
global literary dialogue.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource

Arabic poetry global literary dialogue.”

-
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Series 5: Selected Works Of Mahmiid Darwish And Jibran Khalil Jibran
Part 5.1 Mahmiid Darwish (i 52 25432): Poetry of homeland and resistance
e 5.1.1 Themes of exile and identity (42sel) 5 il Cile g 50)
e 5.1.2 National struggle and resistance (4« stiall 5 ik gl Juzaill)
o 5.1.3 Selected poems and analysis (Llilad s 3 )lise 7 la)
Part 5.2 Jibran Khalil Jibran (' J83 ) 22): Spirituality and humanism
e 5.2.1 Philosophical and spiritual themes (e s ) 5 4:duddl) e g sall)
e 5.2.2 Humanism and social critique (s=lia¥! aail s 46lusy) de 3ill)
o 5.2.3 Selected works and analysis (Leldad s 3 lias z3lad)
Part 5.3 Comparative themes and stylistic approaches (&l cullud) § cile g sall)
e 5.3.1 Shared concerns and differences (CUAY] A4S jilall o sagll)
e« 5.3.2 Stylistic innovations (4 slaY) <l &Y
 5.3.3 Influence on modern Arabic literature (Cuaall =l ) e sl
Part 5.4 Global impact and legacy (=) & Y1 aludl YY)
o 5.4.1 Translation and reception worldwide (sallall JLiisY) 5 dan 5ill)
« 5.4.2 Contribution to world literature (aliadl @a¥) & olew¥))

e 5.4.3 BEnduring legacy in Arab and global contexts ((saltall s (oomll Galand) A jaivsall & YT

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored the selected works of Nazar Qabani, Badr Shakir Assayyab, and
Nazik Al-Malaikah, focusing on their innovations and their collective impact on modern Arabic
poetry. Building on that foundation, this Series turns to two other towering figures: Mahmud
Darwish (U5 2seax), the voice of homeland and resistance, and Jibran Khalil Jibran ( Jda &) e
Ul), the philosopher-poet whose writings bridged spirituality and humanism. Their works

-
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continue to inspire readers across the Arab world and beyond, making them essential to our study

of modern Arabic literature.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to selected works of Darwish and Jibran, enabling you
to analyse their themes, stylistic approaches, and global impact. By the end, you should be-able
to critically engage with their poetry and prose, appreciating both their individual conttibutions

and their shared legacy.

We shall commence this Series by examining Mahmiid Darwish’s poetry, focusing on themes of
exile, identity, and resistance. Next, we will move on to Jibran Khalil Jibran, exploring his
philosophical and spiritual writings alongside his humanist critique of society. Following that,
we will compare their themes and stylistic approaches, highlighting both shared concerns and
distinctive innovations. Finally, we will conclude by considering their global impact and
enduring legacy, looking at how translation and reception positioned their works within world

literature.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 5.1 analyse the themes of exile and identity in selected works of Mahmiid Darwish

(S0 2 5030),
e SLO 5.2 evaluate how Darwish’s poetry reflects national struggle and resistance,

e SLO 5.3 describe the philosophical and spiritual themes in Jibran Khalil Jibran’s ( Ol

Ol e JiIS) wrritings,
e SLO 5.4 explain the humanist and social critique present in Jibran’s selected works,
e SLO 5.5 compare the shared concerns and differences between Darwish and Jibran,
e SLO 5.6 identify stylistic innovations introduced by both poets,
e SLO 5.7 assess their influence on modern Arabic literature,

e SLO 5.8 evaluate the global reception of their works through translation, and
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e SLO 5.9 appraise their enduring legacy within both Arab and world literary contexts.

5.1 Mahmuid Darwish (U502 2 5e3%): Poetry Of Homeland And Resistance
5.1.1 Themes of exile and identity (&sel) s il Sle g 5a)

Mahmiuid Darwish (U2 25e3) is often described as the voice of Palestine. His poetry reflects
exile ((s4al'), meaning the painful experience of displacement from one’s homeland, and identity
(45¢Y), which refers to the sense of belonging and cultural self-definition. Through his verses,
Darwish expressed the collective struggle of Palestinians while also exploring the personal
dimensions of longing, memory, and belonging. His ability to weave personal identity with

national exile made his poetry resonate deeply across the Arab world.

Fill in the blank: Darwish’s poetry reflects the painful experience of from one’s

homeland.

THEMES OF EXILE & IDENTITY IN MAHMUD DARWISH’S POETRY

1

THEME:
IDENTITY
(ALHUWIYYA
& ALINTIMA)

PHYSICAL DISPLACEMENT THEME: MAHMUD DARWISH'S POETRY
(LOSS OF LAND & HOME) EXILE (THE POET AS WITNESS)

Refogee experieats, forced (AL-MANFA &

departars, iansient existence. AL-GHURBA)

é

METAPHYSICAL EXILE
F&AIJEMATIDN &
AGMENTATION)

from self and culture.

e

MEMORY AS HOMELAND
(NOSTALGIA E
PRESERVATION)

Reconstructing the past, resisting Arabic as the ultimate dwelling,
oblivion through remembrance. writing as existence.

Diagram illustrates how Darwish’s work inextricably links the pain of exile with the complex, enduring ion of identity, transforming personal loss into a universal testament.

Figure 5.1: Themes of exile and identity in Darwish’s poetry

5.1.2 National struggle and resistance (%« staall 5 il gl Jlcaill)
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Darwish’s poetry also embodies national struggle (bl Juaill) and resistance (4esiall). These
terms refer to the collective fight against occupation and oppression, expressed through poetic
language that inspires resilience and hope. His works often became rallying cries for Palestinian
identity, blending artistry with activism. By transforming political struggle into lyrical
expression, Darwish gave voice to the aspirations of his people while maintaining universal

appeal.

Fill in the blank: Darwish’s poetry became a rallying cry for identity and resistance.

Plate 5.1: Darwish’s poetry as a voice of resistance

5.1.3 Selected poems and analysis (Lelidsis 3 Uit z )

Darwish’s selected works illustrate his dual focus on homeland and resistance. Poems such as
e Ll dayRecord, I Am an Arab) assert identity with defiance, while (3w Lo ¥/ ods Lo
8Ls/(On This Earth We Have What Deserves Life) reflects hope and beauty amidst struggle.

Analysing these works shows how Darwish combined political resistance with lyrical artistry,

creating poetry that was both deeply personal and profoundly national.
Fill in the blank: Darwish’s e L/ Jasasserts identity with

-
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Title (O)si) Theme (§ 3= 34l')

oo Ul Ja Assertion of identity and defiance
slall Bain Lo Y1 28 e Hope, beauty, and resistance
EEBIE Mortality, memory, and homeland

Box 5.1: Recommended selected works of Mahmiid Darwish

Pilot questions 5.1
1. What themes of exile and identity are reflected in Darwish’s poetry?

2. Fill in the blank: Darwish’s poetry reflects the painful experience of from one’s

homeland.
3. What collective struggle is expressed through Darwish’s national poetry?

4. Fill in the blank: Darwish’s poeetry became a rallying cry for identity and

resistance.
5. Which poem asserts‘Arab identity with defiance?

6. Fill in the blank: Darwish’s e U/ Jauasserts identity with

5.2 Jibran Khalil Jibran (0o s o) sa): Spirituality And Humanism
5.2.1 Philosophical and spiritual themes (%> 50 5 4auldll e guia gall)

Jibran Khalil Jibran (o) Jda o) wa) is widely known for his exploration of philosophical
themes (4iwlil) e g gall) and spiritual themes (41 e g gall). His writings often reflect
universal questions about life, death, love, and the human soul. Through works such as ~(The

Prophet), Jibran expressed ideas of spiritual harmony, inner freedom, and the search for truth.

-
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His style combined poetic language with philosophical reflection, making his works accessible

yet profound.

Fill in the blank: Jibran’s ~keflects ideas of spiritual harmony and the search for .

LOVE & UNITY
(ONENESS)

Universal
Brotherhood (|

/ Universal

(\ Brotherhood

Love g
Love as a

Divine Force

Union

The Prophet
of Souls —

S / o
Spirits N\
Rebellious —7 |\

\ The Broken
Wings

JIBRAN KHALIL '\
JIBRAN'S WRITINGS:
PHILOSOPHICAL &
SPIRITUAL THEMES

The S
Madman

Sand and

Embracing

Finding Beauty /|
Pain :

in Suffering

SORROW & JOY
(THE DUALITY OF LIFE)

Balance of

i) Sorrow as
| ¢ Emotions

The Prophet,
a Teacher

The Broken Wings,
Spirits Rebellious,
The Madman,
Sand and Foam,

| ATearand a Smile-_,j

Figure 5.2: Philosophical and spiritual themes in Jibran’s works

5.2.2 Humanism and social critique (& Wia¥! gl 5 4y 4e 3ill)

7. Seeking

|| Liberation from
Societal Norms

Inner

the Divine ~ Wisdom

SPIRITUALITY &
MYSTICISM
(THE SOUL'S JOURNEY) |

Soul's
Evolution

N
O/ \)

Beyond
Religious Dogma

5

Spiritual
Freedom

Foam Y
KEY WORKS: ' -"’d FREEDOM & REBELLION

0
ﬁitique of Tyranny

& Hypocrisy

(INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY)

The Self-Reliant
Spirit

Jibran’s works also embody humanism (4&slwiY) 4 3ill), which emphasises the value and dignity

of human beings, and social critique (sWia¥) 1ill) which challenges injustice and inequality.

His essays.and poems often addressed issues such as poverty, oppression, and the need for

compassion in society. By blending humanist ideals with poetic expression, Jibran created

literature that inspired both personal reflection and social change.

Fill in the blank: Jibran’s writings emphasise the value and dignity of

beings.
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Plate 5.2: Jibran’s humanism and social critique

5.2.3 Selected works and analysis (Leldadg 3 jlisa &z i)

Among Jibran’s most influential works is =(The Prophet), a collection of poetic essays on
topics such as love, freedom, and work. Another significant text, 32 siall ~/s,¥(Spirits
Rebellious), critiques social injustice and advocates for reform. Analysing these works reveals
how Jibran combined spirituality; philosophy, and humanism to create literature that transcends

cultural boundaries:

Fill in the blank: Jibran’s 52 saia/ /5 ¥kritiques social and advocates for reform.

Title ()5l | Theme (g 3254l
e Spirituality, philosophy, and universal truths

33 aiall ~1 5 ¥ | Social critique and reform

s day Humanism and reflection on life

Box 5.2: Recommended selected works of Jibran Khalil Jibran

Pilot questions 5.2
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1. What philosophical and spiritual themes are reflected in Jibran’s writings?

2. Fill in the blank: Jibran’s /teflects ideas of spiritual harmony and the search for

3. What humanist ideals are emphasised in Jibran’s works?
4. Fill in the blank: Jibran’s writings emphasise the value and dignity of beings.
5. Which work critiques social injustice and advocates for reform?

6. Fill in the blank: Jibran’s s2seia ~/5_ ¥critiques social and advocates for reform.

5.3 Comparative Themes And Stylistic Approaches (&l cullalil g cile ga gall)
5.3.1 Shared concerns and differences (W3EAY) 5 4S Gl o segll)

Mahmiid Darwish (Ui s 2 ses%) and Jibran Khalid Jibran (&) Jd5 o) ) both addressed
shared concerns (RSM‘ asa¢d)) such as identity, justice, and the human condition. However,
their approaches differed: Darwish’s poetry was rooted in the Palestinian struggle and collective
memory, while Jibran’s writings often reflected universal spirituality and philosophical
reflection. This contrast highlights how Arabic literature can simultaneously express local

realities and globalddeas.

Fill in the blank: While Darwish focused on Palestinian struggle, Jibran reflected universal

and philoesophical themes.

-
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MAHMUD DARWISH

(Palestinian Poet of Resistance & Identity)
DIFFERENCES: POLITICAL
& NATIONAL FOCUS

= Specific Palestinian Exile & Dispossession
« Poetry as Resistance & Collective Memory:

COMPARISON OF SHARED CONCERNS & DIFFERENCES:
MAHMUD DARWISH vs. JIBRAN KHALIL JIBRAN g

JIBRAN KHALIL JIBRAN
(Lebanese-American'Philosophical\Writer:&Artist)

SHARED/ CONCERNS
(THEME OF EXILE & THE HUMAN CONDITION)

§£ DIEFERENCES: SPIRITUAL

A E & UNIVERSAL FOCUS
A'RA EXPERIENCEORASENAR 5 « Transcendental, Spiritual Exile (The Soul's

» Profound Sense of “Ghurba™ Journey)

» Writing as Philosophical Wisdom & Mysticism
« Focus on Universal Human Themes
(Love, Death)
« Allegorical Connection to Homeland
(Lebanon/Mt: Lebanon)

(Strangeness/Exile)

« Navigating Dual Identities
(Home vs. Diaspora)

» Search for Belonging & Meaning

« Direct Engagement with Political Reality

* Rooted in the Physical Homeland
(Palestine)

#  STYLE:ALLEGORICAL
» & PROPHETIC
« Biblical, Reflective Prose-Poetry.
(e.g., The Prophet)
« Bilingual Output (Arabic & English)
» Focus on the Metaphysical and Eternal

% HUMANIST VISION %

» Advocacy for Love, Freedom, & Justice

» Critique of Societal Constraints

* Legacy as Iconic Literary Figures
Bridging Cultures

# STYLE: LYRICAL REALISM &

» Grounded, Evocative Imagery
* Modern Arabic Verse Form

« Focus on the “Here and Now"" of the
Conflict

BOTH TRANSCEND BORDERS THROUGH LITERATURE

Figure 5.3: Shared concerns and differences.in their works

5.3.2 Stylistic innovations (4 sla) < JSiY))

Both poets introduced stylistic innovations (4x.sls¥) <) \S5¥) that reshaped Arabic literature.
Darwish blended lyrical artistry with political resistance, while Jibran combined poetic prose
with philosophical essays. Their innovations expanded the expressive range of Arabic writing,

making it more versatile and appealing to diverse audiences.

Fill in the blank: Darwish blended lyrical artistry with political , while Jibran combined

poetic prose with philosophy.
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MAHMOUD DARWISH: LYRICAL RESISTANCE

Plate 5.3: Stylistic innovations in Darwish and Jibran’s works

5.3.3 Influence on modern Arabic literature (Cuial) 2l oY) e sl

The influence of Darwish and Jibran on modern Arabic literature (¢xa) 2 all a¥)) is
profound. Darwish inspired generations of poets to engage with themes of homeland and
resistance, while Jibran’s philosophical writings encouraged Arab authors to explore universal
humanist ideas. Together, they broadened the scope of Arabic literature, positioning it as both a

voice of local identity and a contributor to global thought.

Fill in the blank: Darwish inspired poets to write about homeland and resistance, while Jibran

encouraged exploration of  ideas.

Poet (,SL4l))  Influence (L£LY)

Ui dgese  Inspired poets to write about homeland, exile, and resistance

ol ddS e Encouraged exploration of spirituality, philosophy, and humanism
Box 5.3: Influence on modern Arabic literature

o
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Pilot questions 5.3
1. What shared concerns are reflected in the works of Darwish and Jibran?

2. Fill in the blank: While Darwish focused on Palestinian struggle, Jibran reflected

universal
3. What stylistic innovations did Darwish and Jibran introduce?

4. Fill in the blank: Darwish blended lyrical artistry with political , while Jibran

combined poetic prose with philosophy.
5. How did Darwish and Jibran influence modern Arabic literature?

6. Fill in the blank: Darwish inspired poets to write-about homeland and resistance, while

Jibran encouraged exploration of ideas.

5.4 Global Impact And Legacy (Y)Y s alladl YY)
5.4.1 Translation and reception worldwide (saliall Jusin¥l 5 dea jill)

Both Mahmiid Darwish (s 2 sa5%) and Jibran Khalid Jibran (o) J48 o) ) achieved
recognition beyond the Arab world through translation (4«a_ill). Translation refers to the
rendering of their works into other languages, which allowed international audiences to engage
with Arab perspectives on identity, spirituality, and resistance. Jibran’s = The Prophet)
became one of the most translated works of the twentieth century, while Darwish’s poetry

reached readers globally, often used in academic and cultural contexts.

Fill in the blank: Jibran’s  ~/became one of the most works of the twentieth century.

-
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GLOBAL SPREAD OF MAHMUD DARWISH & JIBRAN KHALIL JIBRAN'S WORKS THROUGH TRANSLATION

A,

North America : >/, e —
sl AR L T
5 estil T
\t\\ 7 Theﬁu;heet‘.g?hllosaphlulwm M.emor“y.'wForgellulness &Reuslam?oe"y§ Y
'\.\‘g\ mt\ .,A'sklfh ) : /?)//0‘
\ k\ﬂ{7 \i“‘&,‘ > ‘ Pelsl‘;n,lurdul W B y & ;
A(\v.__L ek N b U {
Ly GLOBALLITERARY 45 \V AR
_ j S 4 \CANON&DIALOGUE v Jgr < ‘\:'l r % A &
ST S B ’ \Q\\:‘Q p s e
== ‘ . \l: &% .uﬁlﬁ\\v 3 :
sRALIL / ) Ny ‘-] I - T P %7’ '{‘ SR
* South America | { - / Lk : ¥ A o e
{Portuguese, Spanish) / - | / e ) . j ’ > *
| / \A 7 (,/‘,' - ‘/ AUSTRALIA =
/i / \ 1
Z' ) — =3

Diagram illustrates how translation has propelled the works of bath authors from their regional roots to become integral parts of world literature, bridging cultures and eras.

Figure 5.4: Translation and worldwide reception of their works

5.4.2 Contribution to world literature ((salall ¥V & aleuy)

Their writings contributed significantly to world literature (<l w2¥). Darwish’s poetry
introduced themes of homeland and resistance into global literary discourse, while Jibran’s
philosophical prose offered universal reflections on love, freedom, and spirituality. Together,
they positioned Arabic literature as a vital part of world culture, bridging East and West through

shared human congerns.

Fill in'the blank: Darwish’s poetry introduced themes of homeland and into global

literary discourse:
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, + ¥ Y3
ARABIC LITERATURE  [/4 e @Mi el
IN TRANSLATION I Iq

VICH: W KiALIL Gismay . ‘ |
ISIES LE Pnupuns?gu'

m —
Olpag Uitg)d &
r & bR ; DARWISH & GIBRAN
/Y l f‘ﬂ B il : FESTIVAL & GIBRAN FESTIVAL
A= = [ 18 B! 2 f

Jibran Khalil Jibean: The Procession

s B

;‘—.7. |
Mahmoud Darwish: Unfortunately, It Was Paradise
L]
— &

BBz S

Bibliothéque nationale de France, Library of Congress,
Paris Washington D.C. Cairo

Plate 5.4: Contribution to world literature

5.4.3 Enduring legacy in Arab and global contexts (i 5 2 2l Glaadl 3 il & )Y1)

The legacy (<) of Darwish and Jibran continues to shape both Arab and global contexts.
Darwish remains a symbol of Palestinian identity and resistance, while Jibran’s writings are
celebrated for their-timeless wisdom and humanist ideals. Their works are studied in schools,
quoted in cultural events, and referenced in global discussions on literature and philosophy. This

enduring legacy ensures that their voices remain influential across generations.

Fill in the blank: Darwish remains a symbol of Palestinian identity and

Poet (,sWall) . | Legacy (<)

9 ) Agana Symbol of Palestinian identity and resistance

o Bl OV s | Timeless wisdom and humanist ideals

Box 5:4: Enduring legacy of Darwish and Jibran

Pilot questions 5.4
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1. How did translation contribute to the global reception of Darwish and Jibran’s works?

2. Fill in the blank: Jibran’s /became one of the most works of the twentieth

century.
3. What contributions did Darwish and Jibran make to world literature?

4. Fill in the blank: Darwish’s poetry introduced themes of homeland and into

global literary discourse.
5. What is the enduring legacy of Darwish and Jibran in Arab and global contexts?

6. Fill in the blank: Darwish remains a symbol of Palestinian identity and

-
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Series Summary

This Series has examined the selected works of Mahmiid Darwish (52 25e3%) and Jibran
Khalid Jibran (0le Jd5 o), two towering figures whose writings continue to shape modern
Arabic literature and global thought. We began with Darwish, focusing on themes of exile;
identity, and resistance, before moving to Jibran, where we explored his philosophical‘and
spiritual reflections alongside his humanist critique of society. We then compared their themes
and stylistic innovations, highlighting both shared concerns and distinctive approaches, and
finally considered their global impact and enduring legacy through translation, reception, and

contribution to world literature.

Upon completing this Series, you should now be able to analyse Darwish’s poetry of homeland
and resistance, evaluate Jibran’s philosophical and humanist writings, compare their thematic
and stylistic approaches, and assess their influence on-moedern Arabic literature and world
culture. These abilities align directly with the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs), equipping you
to critically engage with their works and to appreciate their lasting significance in both Arab and

global contexts.

Glossary of Terms

o Exile (Aal)): The condition of being displaced from one’s homeland, often used in

Mahmiid Darwish’s poetry to symbolise collective suffering and longing.

o Humanism (&ilw¥)de3): A literary and philosophical approach emphasising the value,

dignity, and potential of human beings, central to Jibran Khalid Jibran’s writings.

« Identity (“s¢): The sense of belonging and cultural self-definition, a recurring theme in

Darwish’s poetry as he asserted Palestinian identity.

o Legacy («¥): The lasting influence and cultural impact of a poet or writer, referring to

how Darwish and Jibran continue to shape Arab and global literature.

« National struggle (b Juadll): The collective fight against occupation and oppression,

expressed in Darwish’s poetry as a voice of Palestinian resistance.

-
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« Philosophical themes (4:wldl) e g gall): Ideas that explore fundamental questions

about life, existence, and truth, often present in Jibran’s works.

« Resistance (“gall): The act of opposing oppression and injustice, a defining feature of

Darwish’s poetry.

o Social critique (sWia¥) Ail): Literary expression that challenges societal norms,

injustice, and inequality, evident in Jibran’s 32_aia ~/5,¥(Spirits Rebellious).

o Spiritual themes (4>, &is g 5all): Reflections on the soul, harmony, and inner
freedom, central to Jibran’s =(The Prophet).

« Stylistic innovations (4 sl < <iNY): Creative changes in literary form and style, such
as Darwish’s blending of lyrical artistry with political resistance and Jibran’s poetic prose

combined with philosophy.

« Translation (4> _i'): The rendering of literary works into other languages, which

allowed Darwish and Jibran’s writings to reach global audiences.

-
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Concept Check Questions [Series 5]
Objective questions

1. Which poet is most associated with themes of exile and resistance? (Linked to SLO 5.1,

SLO 5.2)

2. Which poem by Mahmiid Darwish asserts Arab identity with defiance? (Linked to SLO
5.1)

3. Which work by Jibran Khalid Jibran critiques social injustice and advocates reform?

(Linked to SLO 5.4)

4. Which of Jibran’s works became one of the most translated texts of the twentieth

century? (Linked to SLO 5.3, SLO 5.8)
5. Which poet blended lyrical artistry with political resistance? (Linked to SLO 5.6)
6. Which poet combined poetic prose with philosophical essays? (Linked to SLO 5.6)
Short-answer questions
7. Explain how Darwish’s poetry reflects themes of exile and identity. (Linked to SLO 5.1)

8. Describe how Darwish’s works became a rallying cry for Palestinian resistance. (Linked

to SLO 5.2)

9. What philosophical and spiritual themes are reflected in Jibran’s ~/{The Prophet)?
(Linked to SLO 5.3)

10. How does Jibran’s 52_isl/ ~/5,¥(Spirits Rebellious) serve as social critique? (Linked to
SLO 5.4)

L1. Compare one shared concern between Darwish and Jibran and explain how each

addressed it differently. (Linked to SLO 5.5)

12. Why is translation important for positioning their works within world literature? (Linked

to SLO 5.8)

Long-answer questions

-
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13. Analyse the significance of Mahmiid Darwish’s role as a poet of homeland and
resistance. (Linked to SLO 5.1, SLO 5.2)

14. Evaluate the collective impact of Darwish and Jibran on modern Arabic literature and
world culture. (Linked to SLO 5.7, SLO 5.9)

*@Q
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Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5]
Objective questions

1. Mahmid Darwish (Uis? 2 sesx),

2. e UdsyRecord, I Am an Arab).

3. 5 aiall 715 ¥(Spirits Rebellious).

4. ~i/(The Prophet).

5. Mahmid Darwish.

6. Jibran Khalid Jibran.
Short-answer questions

7. Darwish’s poetry reflects exile and identity.by expressing displacement from homeland

while asserting Palestinian cultural belonging.

8. His works became rallying cries by blending lyrical artistry with political defiance,

inspiring collective resistance.

9. (~reflects themes of spiritual harmony, inner freedom, and universal truths about love
and life.

10. 52seiall ~/5, ¥ritiques socialdnjustice by highlighting oppression and advocating reform

through humanist ideals.

11. Both addressed identity: Darwish through Palestinian struggle, Jibran through universal
human dignity and spirituality.

12. Translation allowed their works to reach global audiences, positioning Arabic literature

within world literary dialogue.
Long-answer questions

13. Basic response: Darwish’s role is significant because his poetry gave voice to Palestinian

exile, identity, and resistance.

-
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Value-added response: Beyond this, his works transformed political struggle into lyrical

artistry, making Palestinian identity resonate globally and inspiring generations of poets.

14. Basic response: Together, Darwish and Jibran reshaped Arabic literature by introducing

themes of resistance, spirituality, and humanism.

Value-added response: In addition, their influence extended to world literature; bridging

East and West, and ensuring Arabic voices contributed to global discussions on identity,

justice, and philosophy.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5]

Part 5.1 Mahmiid Darwish (i 52 23432): Poetry of homeland and resistance
1. Exile and identity.
2. Displacement.
3. National struggle.

4. Palestinian.

e

e Ul Us(Record, I Am an Arab).
6. Defiance.
Part 5.2 Jibran Khalid Jibran (0! Ja& () 22): Spirituality and humanism
1. Philosophical and spiritual themes such as harmony, freedom, and truth.
2. Truth.
3. Human dignity and compassion.
4. Human.
5. 51 idl ~/5,¥(Spirits Rebellious).
6. Injustice.
Part 5.3 Comparative themes and stylistic approaches (<_8al) cullulll g Cle gua gall)
1. Identity, justice, and the human condition.
2. Spirituality.
3. Darwish introduced lyrical resistance, Jibran used poetic prose with philosophy.
4. Resistance.

5. They broadened Arabic literature by inspiring poets and encouraging philosophical

exploration.

6. Universal.

-
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Part 5.4 Global impact and legacy (¥ &Y 5 alladl )
1. Translation allowed their works to reach global audiences.
2. Translated.

3. Darwish contributed themes of homeland and resistance, Jibran contributed spirituality

and humanism.
4. Resistance.

5. Darwish remains a symbol of Palestinian identity, Jibran is remembered for timeless

wisdom.

6. Resistance.
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Figures

o Figure 5.1: Themes of exile and identity in Darwish’s poetry — Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a labelled diagram showing themes of exile and identity in Mahmud
Darwish’s poetry.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Mahmoud

Darwish exile identity poetry.”

e Figure 5.2: Philosophical and spiritual themes in Jibran’s works — Al-generated using
the prompt “Generate a labelled diagram showing philosophical and spiritual themes in
Jibran Khalid Jibran’s writings.” Suggested OER search string: ‘‘open educational

resource Gibran Khalil Gibran The Prophet philosophy spirituality.”

o Figure 5.3: Shared concerns and differences in their works — Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a labelled diagram comparing shared concerns and differences between
Mahmiid Darwish and Jibran Khalid Jibran.”/Suggested OER search string: “open

educational resource Mahmoud Darwish Gibran Khalil Gibran comparative themes.”

o Figure 5.4: Translation and worldwide reception of their works — Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a labelled diagram showing the global spread of Mahmud Darwish and
Jibran Khalid Jibran’s works through translation.” Suggested OER search string: “open

educational resource Mahmoud Darwish Gibran Khalil Gibran translation reception.”
Plates

e Plate 5.1: Darwish’s poetry as a voice of resistance — Al-generated using the prompt
“Create an image showing Mahmuid Darwish reciting poetry at a cultural event
symbolising resistance.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource

Mahmoud Darwish resistance poetry.”

e Plate 5.2: Jibran’s humanism and social critique — Al-generated using the prompt
“Create an image showing Jibran Khalid Jibran writing about human dignity and social
justice.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Gibran Khalil Gibran

humanism social critique.”

e Plate 5.3: Stylistic innovations in Darwish and Jibran's works — Al-generated using the
prompt “Create an image showing stylistic innovations in Mahmiid Darwish’s lyrical

-
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resistance and Jibran Khalid Jibran’s poetic prose.” Suggested OER search string: “open

educational resource stylistic innovations Arabic poetry Darwish Gibran.”

e Plate 5.4: Contribution to world literature — Al-generated using the prompt “Create an
image showing Mahmiid Darwish and Jibran Khalid Jibran’s works displayed in
international libraries and cultural centres.” Suggested OER search string: “open

educational resource Arabic literature world literature Darwish Gibran.”
Boxes

e Box 5.1: Recommended selected works of Mahmiid Darwish — Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a simple table listing selected works of Mahmiid Darwish with their
themes.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Mahmoud Darwish

selected works analysis Arabic poetry.”

e Box 5.2: Recommended selected works of Jibran KhaliJ Jibran — Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a simple table listing selected works of Jibran KhaliJ Jibran with their
themes.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Gibran Khalil Gibran

selected works analysis.”

e Box 5.3: Influence on modern Arabic literature — Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a simple table listing the influence of Darwish and Jibran on modern Arabic
literature.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource influence Mahmoud

Darwish Gibran Khalil Gibran modern Arabic literature.”

e Box 5/4: Enduring legacy of Darwish and Jibran — Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a simple table listing the enduring legacy of Mahmiuid Darwish and Jibran
Khalid Jibran.” Suggested OER search string: “open educational resource Mahmoud

Darwish Gibran Khalil Gibran legacy.”
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