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Series 1: Renaissance Foundations of Modernism
Series outline
o Part 1: The Renaissance Context
o 1.1 Intellectual and cultural background
o 1.2 Key features of Renaissance art
o 1.3 Major artists and works
o Part 2: Renaissance as the Beginning of Modernism
o 2.1 Humanism and artistic innovation
o 2.2 Techniques and styles that shaped modern art
o 2.3 Influence on later European traditions
e Part 3: Transition from Medieval to Modern
o 3.1 Comparison-of medieval and Renaissance art
o 3.2 Shifts'in patronage and society

o 3.3 Legacy of Renaissance in modern art history

Introduction

The Renaissance was a turning point in the history of art, marking a profound shift from
medieval traditions to a new vision of creativity, humanism, and innovation. It was during this

period that artists began to explore perspective, anatomy, and naturalism, laying the foundation

-
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for what we now call modern art. By studying this era, you will gain insight into how the
Renaissance became the starting point for modernism and why it remains central to the history of

art.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the knowledge and skills to analyse Renaissance-art as

the beginning of modernism, and to evaluate its influence on subsequent artistic traditions.

We shall commence this Series by examining the Renaissance context, focusing on its
intellectual and cultural background, key features, and major artists. Next, we will explore how
the Renaissance served as the beginning of modernism, highlighting humanism, artistie
innovations, and stylistic techniques that shaped later traditions. Finally, we will conclude by
considering the transition from medieval to modern art, comparing styles, shifts in patronage,

and the enduring legacy of the Renaissance in modern art history.

Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
e SLO 1.1 describe the intellectual and cultural background of the Renaissance,
e SLO 1.2 explain the Key features and major works of Renaissance art,

e SLO 1.3 analyse how Renaissance humanism and artistic innovations contributed to the

rise of modernism,

e SLO 1.4 evaluate the transition from medieval to Renaissance art in terms of style,

patronage, and societal change, and

e SLO 1.5 assess the legacy of Renaissance art in shaping modern art history.

-
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1.1 The Renaissance Context
1.1.1 Intellectual and cultural background

The Renaissance was a period of cultural rebirth in Europe, beginning in the late 14th century
and flourishing through the 15th and 16th centuries. The term Renaissance means “rebirth™ and
refers to the revival of classical learning, literature, and art from ancient Greece and Rome. This
intellectual movement, known as humanism, emphasised the value of human beings, their
capacities, and their achievements. Humanism encouraged artists to depict the world more

realistically, focusing on proportion, perspective, and the dignity of the human form.

Fill in the blank: The intellectual movement that emphasised human capacities and achievements

during the Renaissance was called
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Diagram showing the spread of Renaissance ideas across Europe
Figure 1.1 Spread of Renaissance humanism
1.1.2 Key features of Renaissance art

Renaissance art was characterised by several innovations. One of the most important was linear

perspective, a technique that creates the illusion of depth on a flat surface by converging lines
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towards a vanishing point. Another feature was naturalism, the attempt to depict figures and
landscapes realistically, often based on careful observation of nature and anatomy. Artists also
employed chiaroscuro, the use of light and shadow to give volume and depth to forms. These
techniques distinguished Renaissance art from the more symbolic and flat representations of

medieval art.

Fill in the blank: The technique that uses light and shadow to give volume to forms is.called
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Image of a Renaissance painting demonstrating perspective and naturalism

Plate 1.1 Example of Renaissance perspective and naturalism

1.1.3 Major artists and works

Several artists defined the Renaissance period. Leonardo da Vinci was renowned for his
mastery of anatomy, perspective, and invention, with works such as The Last Supper and Mona
Lisa. Michelangelo excelled in sculpture and painting, most famously the David and the Sistine

Chapel ceiling. Raphael was celebrated for his harmonious compositions and frescoes in the

MET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Vatican. These artists exemplified the Renaissance spirit by combining technical skill with

intellectual curiosity and creativity.
Fill in the blank: The artist who painted the Sistine Chapel ceiling was
Pilot questions 1.1

1. Which intellectual movement emphasised human capacities and achievements during the

Renaissance?
2. What technique was used to create the illusion of depth in Renaissance paintings?
3. Name one feature that distinguished Renaissance art from medieval art.
4. Who painted The Last Supper?
5. Which Renaissance artist is known for the fresecoes in the Vatican?
1.2 Renaissance As The Beginning Of Modernism
1.2.1 Humanism and artistic innovation

The Renaissance introduced humanism, a philosophy that placed human beings at the centre of
intellectual and artistic life. Humanism encouraged artists to study the human body, nature, and
classical antiquity, leading to innovations in representation. Artists began to experiment with
anatomical accuracy, propertion, and perspective, which gave their works a sense of realism
and depth. These innovations marked a departure from medieval symbolism and established a

foundation formodern artistic practice.

Fill in the blank: The Renaissance philosophy that placed human beings at the centre of

intellectual and artistic life was called

1.2.2 Techniques and styles that shaped modern art

Renaissance artists developed techniques that influenced modern art for centuries. Linear

perspective allowed painters to create spatial depth, while sfumato, a technique pioneered by

-
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Leonardo da Vinci, softened transitions between colours and tones to produce a more lifelike
image. Chiaroscuro enhanced the dramatic effect of light and shadow. These stylistic
innovations not only transformed Renaissance art but also became essential tools for later

movements such as Baroque and Neoclassicism.

Fill in the blank: The technique that softens transitions between colours and tones, pioneered by

Leonardo da Vinci, is called
1.2.3 Influence on later European traditions

The Renaissance did not exist in isolation. Its innovations influenced later European traditions,
particularly the Baroque and Neoclassical movements. Baroque artists expanded on
Renaissance techniques by emphasising drama, emotion, and grandeur, while Neoclassical artists
returned to classical ideals of harmony and proportion. The Renaissance thus served as a bridge
between medieval art and the diverse styles of modernism, shaping the trajectory of Western art

history.

Fill in the blank: The European art movement that emphasised drama, emotion, and grandeur,

building on Renaissance techniques, was the period.

Pilot questions 1.2

1. What philosophy placed human beings at the centre of intellectual and artistic life during

the Renaissance?

2. Which techniquepioneered by Leonardo da Vinci softened transitions between colours

and tones?
3. Name one stylistic innovation of Renaissance art that influenced later traditions.
4. Which European art movement emphasised drama and grandeur after the Renaissance?

5. Which movement returned to classical ideals of harmony and proportion?

1.3 Transition From Medieval To Modern

-
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1.3.1 Comparison of medieval and Renaissance art

Medieval art was largely symbolic, focusing on religious themes and spiritual representation
rather than realism. Figures were often flat, stylised, and placed against gold backgrounds to
emphasise divine presence. In contrast, Renaissance art introduced naturalism, which is the
depiction of subjects in a realistic manner based on observation of nature and human anatomy.
Renaissance artists also employed perspective, creating depth and spatial organisation that was

absent in medieval works. This shift marked a clear transition from symbolic representation to

realistic portrayal.

Fill in the blank: Medieval art often used

backgrounds to emphasise divine presence.
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Image comparing a medieval religious painting with a Renaissance painting

Plate 1.3 Comparison of medieval and Renaissance art styles

1.3.2 Shifts in patronage and society

During the medieval period, art was primarily commissioned by the Church, reflecting its

dominance in society. With the Renaissance, patronage shifted to wealthy merchants, nobles,

and political leaders, such as the Medici family in Florence. This change allowed artists greater

freedom to explore secular themes, portraits, and classical mythology alongside religious
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subjects. The rise of urban centres and the growth of trade also contributed to a more diverse

audience for art, reinforcing its role as both cultural expression and social status.

Fill in the blank: The wealthy family in Florence that became famous patrons of Renaissance art

was the family.

1.3.3 Legacy of Renaissance in modern art history

The Renaissance left a lasting legacy that shaped modern art history. Its @mphasis on humanism,
realism, and innovation influenced subsequent movements such as Baroque, Neoclassicism, and
Romanticism. The techniques developed during this period, including perspective, chiaroscuro,
and anatomical accuracy, remain fundamental in art education today. The Renaissance also
established the idea of the artist as a creative genius, rather than a mere craftsman, a concept that

continues to define artistic identity in modern times.

Fill in the blank: The Renaissance established the idea of the artist as a rather than a

craftsman.
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Diagram showing the legacy of Renaissance art in later movements

Figure 1.3 Legacy of Renaissance art in modern traditions
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Pilot questions 1.3

1. What type of backgrounds were commonly used in medieval art to emphasise divine

presence?
2. Which family in Florence became famous patrons of Renaissance art?
3. Name one way Renaissance patronage differed from medieval patronage.

4. Which artistic techniques developed during the Renaissance remain fundamental in art

education today?
5. What new identity did the Renaissance establish for artists?
Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to the Renaissance as the foundation of modernism in art. We
began by exploring the intellectual and cultural background of the Renaissance, highlighting
humanism and its role in shaping artistic innovation. Then, we examined the key features of
Renaissance art, such as perspective, naturalism, chiaroscuro, and sfumato, alongside the
contributions of major artists like Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, and Raphael. Finally, we
considered the transition from medieval to modern art, focusing on changes in patronage, the

comparison of styles, and the enduring legacy of the Renaissance in shaping later traditions.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to describe the cultural background of the
Renaissance, explain its artistic features, analyse its innovations as the beginning of modernism,
evaluate the transition from medieval to Renaissance art, and assess its legacy in modern art
history. These abilities directly align with the Series Learning Outcomes, ensuring you are well

prepared to continue your study of subsequent artistic movements.

Glossary of Terms
o Chiaroscuro: The use of light and shadow to give volume and depth to forms in art.

e Humanism: A Renaissance intellectual movement that emphasised human capacities,

achievements, and dignity.

-
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o Linear perspective: A technique that creates the illusion of depth on a flat surface by

converging lines towards a vanishing point.

o Naturalism: The realistic depiction of figures and landscapes based on observation of

nature and anatomy.

o Patronage: The financial or social support provided to artists by individuals or

institutions, such as the Church or wealthy families.

o Sfumato: A painting technique pioneered by Leonardo da Vinci that softens transitions

between colours and tones.

Concept Check Questions [Series 1]
Objective questions

1. Which technique creates the illusion of depth by converging lines towards a vanishing

point? (Linked to SLO 1.2)
2. Who painted the Sistine Chapel ceiling? (Linked to SLO 1.2)

3. Which wealthy familyin Florence became famous patrons of Renaissance art? (Linked to

SLO 1.4)
Short-answer questions
4. Explain how humanism influenced Renaissance art. (Linked to SLO 1.3)

5. -dentify one way Renaissance patronage differed from medieval patronage. (Linked to

SLO 14)
Long-answer questions

6.  Analyse the differences between medieval and Renaissance art, focusing on style,

themes, and techniques. (Linked to SLO 1.4)

o Basic response: Learners should compare medieval symbolism and flatness with
Renaissance realism, perspective, and naturalism.

-
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o Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also discuss how these
differences reflected broader societal changes, including shifts in patronage and

intellectual life.

7. Evaluate the legacy of Renaissance art in shaping later movements such as Baroque-and

Neoclassicism. (Linked to SLO 1.5)

o Basic response: Learners should explain how Renaissance techniques influenced

later traditions.

o Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also assess how Renaissance
ideals of humanism and artistic genius continued to shape modern.conceptions of

art.
Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1]
1. Linear perspective
2. Michelangelo
3. The Medici family

4. Humanism encouraged artists to study the human body, nature, and classical antiquity,

leading to realistic and innovative art.

5. Renaissance patronage shifted from the Church to wealthy merchants and nobles,

allowing exploration of secular themes.

6. Basicresponse: Medieval art was symbolic and flat, while Renaissance art used
perspective; naturalism, and realism. Value-added response: These differences reflected

broader societal changes, including the rise of humanism and secular patronage.

7.. Basie response: Renaissance techniques such as perspective and chiaroscuro influenced
Baroque and Neoclassicism. Value-added response: Renaissance ideals of humanism

and the concept of the artist as a genius continued to shape modern art.
Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1]
Part 1

-
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1. Humanism
2. Linear perspective
3. Naturalism
4. Leonardo da Vinci

5. Raphael

1. Humanism
2. Sfumato

3. Chiaroscuro
4. Baroque

5. Neoclassicism

Part 3
1. Gold
2. Medici

3. Patronage shifted from Church to secular patrons
4. Perspective, chiaroscuro, anatomical accuracy

5. Creative genius

References and Attributions [Series 1]

o  Figures, plates, and boxes were suggested as placeholders with Al prompts for

generation.
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o Figure 1.1 Spread of Renaissance humanism: Al prompt “Create a map showing
the spread of Renaissance humanism across Europe with arrows indicating

cultural centres.”

o Plate 1.1 Example of Renaissance perspective and naturalism: Al prompt
“Generate an image of a Renaissance painting showing linear perspective and

chiaroscuro.”

o Box 1.1 Selected Renaissance masterpieces: Al prompt “Create a text box listing

selected Renaissance masterpieces with artist names.”

o Figure 1.2 Humanism and artistic innovation: Al prompt “Create a diagram
illustrating Renaissance humanism with focus‘on anatomy, proportion, and

perspective.”

o Plate 1.2 Leonardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa: Al prompt “Generate an image of the

Mona Lisa highlighting'sfumate technique.”

o Box 1.2 Influence of Renaissance on later traditions: Al prompt “Create a text box

summarising Renaissance influence on Baroque and Neoclassicism.”

o Plate 1.3 Comparison of medieval and Renaissance art styles: Al prompt
“Generate a side-by-side image comparing a medieval religious painting with a

Renaissance painting showing perspective and naturalism.”

o Box 1.3 Key patrons of Renaissance art: Al prompt “Create a text box listing key

patrons of Renaissance art with locations.”

o Figure 1.3 Legacy of Renaissance art: Al prompt “Create a diagram showing

Renaissance influence on Baroque, Neoclassicism, and Romanticism.”

Suggested OER search strings included: “Renaissance humanism map OER,”
“Renaissance painting perspective chiaroscuro OER,” “Mona Lisa sfumato OER,”
“Medieval vs Renaissance art comparison OER,” “Renaissance patrons Medici papacy

merchants OER,” “Renaissance legacy modern art diagram OER.”
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e Primary sources referenced: General knowledge of Renaissance art history, including

works by Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, and Raphael.
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Series 2: From Baroque to Neoclassicism
Series outline
e Part 2.1 The Baroque Movement
o 2.1.1 Historical and cultural background
o 2.1.2 Key features of Baroque art
o 2.1.3 Major artists and works
o Part 2.2 Transition to Neoclassicism
o 2.2.1 Enlightenment influence on art
o 2.2.2 Stylistic contrasts between Baroque and Neoclassicism
o 2.2.3 Patronage and society in the Neoclassical era
e Part 2.3 Neoclassicism as a Foundation for Modern Traditions
o 2.3.1 Key features of Neoclassical art
o 2.3.2 Major artists and works

o 2.3.3 Legacy of Neoclassicism in modern art

Introduction

The Baroque and Neoclassical periods represent two distinct yet connected stages in the history
of art, The Baroque movement emerged in the 17th century, characterised by drama, grandeur,
and emotional intensity, often serving the interests of the Church and monarchies. Neoclassicism
followed in the 18th century, shaped by Enlightenment ideals and a return to classical harmony,
proportion, and rationality. Together, these movements illustrate how art responded to changing
cultural, intellectual, and social contexts, bridging the Renaissance legacy with modern

traditions.

The aim of this Series is to enable you to analyse the features of Baroque and Neoclassical art,

evaluate their cultural significance, and assess their role in shaping the trajectory of modern art.

-
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We shall commence this Series by examining the Baroque movement, focusing on its historical
background, artistic features, and major works. Next, we will explore the transition to
Neoclassicism, considering Enlightenment influences, stylistic contrasts, and changes in
patronage. Finally, we will conclude with Neoclassicism as a foundation for modern traditions,

highlighting its key features, major artists, and enduring legacy.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
e SLO 2.1 describe the historical and cultural background of the Baroque movement,
e SLO 2.2 explain the key features and major works of Baroque art,
e SLO 2.3 analyse the Enlightenment influence on the transition to Neoclassicism,
e SLO 2.4 compare stylistic contrasts between Baroque and Neoclassicism,
e SLO 2.5 evaluate the role of patronage and society in shaping Neoclassical art, and

e SLO 2.6 assess the legacy of Neoclassicism in modern art traditions.

2.1 The Baroque Movement
2.1.1 Historical and cultural background

The Baroque period emerged in Europe during the early 17th century and lasted until the mid-
18th century. The term Baroque is derived from a Portuguese word meaning “irregular pearl,”
reflecting its elaborate and dramatic style. This movement was closely tied to the Counter-
Reformation, where the Catholic Church used art to inspire faith and awe. Baroque art also

flourished under monarchies, who employed grandeur and spectacle to reinforce their power.

Fill in the blank: The religious movement that influenced the rise of Baroque art was the

-
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Diagram showing the spread of Baroque art across Europe Figure 2.1 Spread of Baroque art in

Europe

2.1.2 Key features of Baroque art

Baroque art was characterised by drama, movement, and emotional intensity. Artists used
chiaroscuro, the strong contrast between light and dark, to heighten drama. They also employed
illusionism, creating dynamic compositions that seemed to extend beyond the canvas or
architectural space. Baroque works often depicted religious ecstasy, heroic figures, and grand

narratives, aimingto engage viewers emotionally and spiritually.

Fill in the blank: The technique that uses strong contrasts between light and dark to heighten

drama 1s called

2.1.3 Major artists and works

Several artists defined the Baroque era. Caravaggio pioneered dramatic realism and chiaroscuro,
while Peter Paul Rubens was known for his energetic compositions and vibrant colour. Gian

Lorenzo Bernini, a sculptor and architect, created masterpieces such as The Ecstasy of Saint

MET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Teresa and designed St Peter’s Square in Rome. These artists exemplified the Baroque spirit by

combining technical mastery with emotional power.

Fill in the blank: The sculptor who created The Ecstasy of Saint Teresa was

Pilot questions 2.1
1. Which religious movement influenced the rise of Baroque art?
2. What technique uses strong contrasts between light and dark to heighten drama?
3. Name one feature that distinguished Baroque art from Renaissance art.
4. Who painted The Calling of Saint Matthew?

5. Which sculptor created The Ecstasy of Saint Teresa?

2.2 Transition To Neoclassicism
2.2.1 Enlightenment influence on art

The Enlightenment was an intellectual movement of the 18th century that emphasised reason,
science, and progress. These ideals influenced art by encouraging clarity, order, and rationality.
Neoclassicism emerged as a response to these values, drawing inspiration from ancient Greek
and Roman art. Artists seught to reflect Enlightenment principles by creating works that were
balanced, restrained;-and morally instructive, in contrast to the emotional intensity of Baroque

art.

Fill in the blank: The intellectual movement that emphasised reason, science, and progress in the

18th century was the

-
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Diagram showing Enlightenment ideals influencing Neoclassical art
Figure 2.2 Enlightenment influence on Neoclassicism
2.2.2 Stylistic contrasts between Baroque and Neoclassicism

Baroque art was dramatic, emotional, and ornate, while Neoclassicism emphasised simplicity,
harmony, and rational design. Baroque artists used dynamic compositions and theatrical effects
to engage viewers, whereas Neoclassical artists employed symmetry, proportion, and classical
themes to convey order and moral ¢larity. This stylistic contrast reflected broader cultural shifts

from religious.and monarchical authority to Enlightenment ideals of reason and civic virtue.

Fill in the blank: Neoclassical art emphasised and harmony, in contrast to the drama of

Baroque art.
2.2.3 Patronage and society in the Neoclassical era

Patronage during the Neoclassical era reflected the changing social order. While monarchs and
the Church continued to commission works, new patrons included governments, academies, and
civic institutions. Neoclassical art often celebrated themes of citizenship, democracy, and moral

virtue, aligning with Enlightenment ideals. This shift in patronage reinforced the role of art as a
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tool for education and civic identity, rather than solely for religious devotion or royal

propaganda.

Fill in the blank: Neoclassical art often celebrated themes of citizenship, democracy, and

I. ENLIGHTENMENT INFLUENCE: THE AGE OF REASON (RATIONAL PATRONAGE)
* RATIONAL & MORAL FOCUS: Art must serve reason, logic, and teach virtue. Patrons sought
clarity, precision, and historical accuracy.
» PUBLIC SPHERE: Move away from private, Rococo indulgence towards public display and
civic engagement. Art has a social purpose.
* KNOWLEDGE & EMPIRICISM: Emphasis on scientific observation and factual detail (archaeology).

II KEY PATRONS & THEIR GOALS (POWERFUL INTERESTS)

A. CROWN & STATE @ PROMOTE CIVIC DUTY, |Jacques-Lo

D
(NATION-BUILDING): LEGITIMACY, VIRTUE. "_|The Oath ofthe
B.NOBILITY & ARISTOCRACY (g | SEEK STOICISM, Joranl e

(MORAL RENEWAL): INTELLECTUAL RESPECT. | by L ouis XVI).

C. WEALTHY BOURGEOISIE & ADOPT REPUBLICAN
(SOCIAL STATUS): IDEALS, INDIVIDUALISM.

D. NEW ART PUBLIC (CRITICS DEMAND ACCESSIBLE,
& SALONS, INSTRUCTIVE, RATIONAL ART.

11l. IMPACT &TRANSITION (LEGACY): i‘ |
* FUNDING & ACCESS: Growth of public museums, govemment-sponsored competitions. )
4l « ARTIST AUTONOMY: Focus on individual artistic genius, break from traditional studio systems.
, * SHIFT to ROMANTICISM: Patrons begin to seek emotion, imagination, and individualism,
i Ieadmg toa focus onth rtlst s mner experience. Ol

Box 2.2 Patronage in the Neoclassical era
e Monarchs and Church: continued commissions
e Governments and academies: civic themes
o Citizens: portraits and public monuments Pilot questions 2.2
1./ Which intellectual movement influenced the rise of Neoclassicism?
2. ‘Name one stylistic contrast between Baroque and Neoclassical art.
3. What themes did Neoclassical art often celebrate?
4. Who were new patrons of art during the Neoclassical era?

5. Which values did Neoclassical art reflect from the Enlightenment?
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2.3 Neoclassicism As A Foundation For Modern Traditions
2.3.1 Key features of Neoclassical art

Neoclassicism was characterised by clarity, order, and restraint. Artists emphasised symmetry,
proportion, and classical themes drawn from ancient Greece and Rome. Unlike the ornate
drama of Baroque, Neoclassical art sought to convey rationality and moral virtue. Works often
depicted historical or mythological subjects, intended to inspire civic responsibility and ethical

reflection.
Fill in the blank: Neoclassical art emphasised clarity, order, and
2.3.2 Major artists and works

Several artists defined Neoclassicism. Jacques-Louis David wasa leading figure, known for
works such as Oath of the Horatii and Death of Socrates, which embodied civic virtue and
rational design. Antonio Canova, a sculptor, created marble works such as Psyche Revived by
Cupid’s Kiss, which reflected classical ideals of beauty and proportion. These artists exemplified

Neoclassicism by combining technical mastery with Enlightenment values.

Fill in the blank: The sculptor whocreated Psyche Revived by Cupid’s Kiss was

-
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OER Neoclassical Masterpleces (c. 1760- 1820)

ARTIST NAME TITLE & DATE

JACQUES'LOU'S Oath ofthe Horatii, 1784 ¥ « Patriotism

HAP.  « Stoicism
The Death of Marat, 1793 48 BBX] - Revolutionary propaganda

DAVID
(1748-1825)

Psyche Revived by
ANTONIO e
CANOVA Cupid’s Kiss, 1787-1793

(1757-1822) Napoleon as Mars the

« Graceful form
» Classical mythology
* Imperial patronage

JEAN-AUGUSTE- i o hnism .
DOMINIQUE INGRES i » Sensuality vs. classical form
(1780-1867) <4 ° Orientalism (transition to

v i Romanticism)

NEOCLASSICISM: RE-ENGAGING ANTIQUITY
Neoclassicism is re-engaging antiquity -envobience from its pountratioy of acreatand, and movement,
is to reliquity to repairing economic, sid agricultural and aiicamirasertism. Includeat vate: to receive
the genec, kam, titiquity, and catrich, and pumaterican cha'e been needed of restavement.

Box 2.3 Selected Neoclassical masterpieces
e Jacques-Louis David: Oath of the Horatii, Death of Socrates

e Antonio Canova: Psyche Revived by Cupid’s Kiss 2.3.3 Legacy of Neoclassicism in

modern art

Neoclassicism left a lasting legacy in modern art traditions. Its emphasis on rationality, civic
virtue, and classical ideals influenced later movements such as Romanticism and academic art.
Neoclassicism also.reinforced the role of art as a moral and educational tool, shaping public
monuments and civic architecture. The movement established standards of proportion and

harmony that continue to inform artistic and architectural practice today.

Fill in the blank: Neoclassicism reinforced the role of art as a moral and tool.

Pilot questions 2.3
1. What values did Neoclassical art emphasise in contrast to Baroque drama?

2. Who painted Oath of the Horatii?
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3. Which sculptor created Psyche Revived by Cupid’s Kiss?
4. Name one way Neoclassicism influenced later art movements.

5. How did Neoclassicism reinforce the role of art in society?

Series Summary

This Series has explored the progression from Baroque to Neoclassicism, highlighting how art
responded to cultural and intellectual shifts in Europe. We began with the Baroque movement,
examining its historical background, dramatic features, and the works of artists such as
Caravaggio, Rubens, and Bernini. We then considered the transition to Neoclassicism, focusing
on Enlightenment influences, stylistic contrasts, and changes in patronage. Finally, we studied
Neoclassicism as a foundation for modern traditions, with artists like Jacques-Louis David and

Antonio Canova exemplifying clarity, proportion, and civic virtue.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to describe the background of Baroque art,
explain its features and works, analyse Enlightenment influences, compare Baroque and
Neoclassical styles, evaluate the role of patronage, and assess the legacy of Neoclassicism in
modern art history. These abilities directly align with the Series Learning Outcomes, ensuring

you are prepared to continue with later movements in the course.

Glossary of Terms

e Baroque: A European art movement of the 17th century characterised by drama,

grandeur, and emotional intensity.

o Chiaroscuro: A technique using strong contrasts between light and dark to heighten

drama.

o Counter-Reformation: A Catholic revival movement that influenced Baroque art to

inspire faith and devotion.

o Enlightenment: An 18th-century intellectual movement emphasising reason, science,

-
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e Illusionism: A technique in art that creates the impression of extended space or dynamic

movement beyond the canvas.

e Neoclassicism: An 18th-century art movement inspired by classical antiquity,

emphasising clarity, order, and civic virtue.
o Patronage: Financial or social support provided to artists by institutions or individuals.

o Symmetry: Balanced arrangement of elements in art, often used in Neoclassical works to

convey harmony.

Concept Check Questions [Series 2]
Objective questions
1. Which religious movement influenced the rise of Baroque art? (Linked to SLO 2.1)

2. What technique uses strong contrasts between light and dark to heighten drama? (Linked
to SLO 2.2)

3. Which intellectual movement influenced Neoclassicism? (Linked to SLO 2.3)
4. Who painted Oath of the Horatii? (Linked to SLO 2.6)
Short-answer questions
5. Explain.one stylistic contrast between Baroque and Neoclassical art. (Linked to SLO 2.4)
6. Identify one way patronage changed during the Neoclassical era. (Linked to SLO 2.5)
Long-answer questions

7. Analyse how Enlightenment ideals shaped Neoclassical art, giving examples of themes

and techniques. (Linked to SLO 2.3)

o Basic response: Learners should explain how Enlightenment values of reason and

progress influenced clarity, proportion, and classical themes.

o Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also discuss how these ideals

shaped civic monuments and moral instruction in art.

-
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8. Evaluate the legacy of Neoclassicism in modern art traditions. (Linked to SLO 2.6)

o Basic response: Learners should describe how Neoclassicism influenced

Romanticism and academic art.

o Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also assess how Neoclassical
ideals of civic virtue and harmony continue to inform modern architecture and

public art.
Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2]
1. Counter-Reformation
2. Chiaroscuro
3. Enlightenment
4. Jacques-Louis David

5. Baroque emphasised drama and emotion, while Neoclassicism emphasised clarity and

harmony.

6. Patronage shifted to governments, academies, and civic institutions, reflecting

Enlightenment ideals.

7. Basic response: Enlightenment ideals encouraged clarity, proportion, and classical
themes in Neoclassical art:'Value-added response: They also shaped civic monuments

and moral instruction, reéinforcing democratic values.

8. Basic response: Neoclassicism influenced Romanticism and academic art. Value-added
response: Its ideals of civic virtue and harmony continue to inform modern architecture

and public art.
Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2]
Part 2.1
1. Counter-Reformation
2. Chiaroscuro

-
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3. Drama and emotional intensity
4. Caravaggio
5. Bernini
Part 2.2
1. Enlightenment
2. Baroque was dramatic and ornate, Neoclassicism was simple and rational
3. Moral virtue
4. Governments, academies, civic institutions
5. Reason and progress
Part 2.3
1. Restraint
2. Jacques-Louis David
3. Antonio Canova
4. Influenced Romanticism and academic art

5. Moral and educational tool

References and Attributions [Series 2]

o Figures; plates, and boxes were suggested as placeholders with Al prompts for

generation.

o Figure 2.1 Spread of Baroque art: Al prompt “Create a map showing the spread of

Baroque art across Europe with key centres such as Rome, Paris, and Madrid.”

o Plate 2.1 Caravaggio’s The Calling of Saint Matthew: Al prompt “Generate an
image of Caravaggio’s The Calling of Saint Matthew highlighting chiaroscuro.”

-
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o Box 2.1 Selected Baroque masterpieces: Al prompt “Create a text box listing

selected Baroque masterpieces with artist names.”

o Figure 2.2 Enlightenment influence on Neoclassicism: Al prompt “Create a
diagram showing Enlightenment ideals such as reason, science, and progress

influencing Neoclassical art.”

o Plate 2.2 Stylistic contrasts between Baroque and Neoclassicism: Al prompt
“Generate a side-by-side image comparing a Baroque painting with a Neoclassical

painting showing drama versus harmony.”

o Box 2.2 Patronage in the Neoclassical era: Al prompt “Create a text box

summarising patronage in the Neoclassical era.”

o Plate 2.3 Jacques-Louis David’s Oath of the Horatii: Al prompt “Generate an
image of Jacques-Louis David’s Oath of the Horatit highlighting symmetry and

classical themes.”

o Box 2.3 Selected Neoclassical masterpieces: Al prompt “Create a text box listing

selected Neoclassical masterpieces with artist names.”

o Figure 2.3 Legacy of Neoclassicism: Al prompt “Create a diagram showing

Neoclassicism’s influence on Romanticism and academic art.”

Suggested OER search strings included: “Baroque art spread Europe OER,” “Caravaggio
Calling of Saint Matthew chiaroscuro OER,” “Enlightenment influence Neoclassicism
diagram OER,” “Baroque vs Neoclassicism art comparison OER,” “Neoclassical art
patronage Enlightenment OER,” “Jacques-Louis David Oath of the Horatii OER,”
“Neoclassical masterpieces David Canova OER,” “Neoclassicism legacy modern art

diagram OER.”

Primary sources referenced: General knowledge of Baroque and Neoclassical art history,
including works by Caravaggio, Rubens, Bernini, Jacques-Louis David, and Antonio

Canova.
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Series 3: Modernism and Postmodern Traditions
Series outline
o Part 3.1 The Rise of Modernism
o 3.1.1 Historical and cultural background of modernism
o 3.1.2 Key features and techniques of modernist art
o 3.1.3 Major artists and representative works
o Part 3.2 Modernist Movements and Innovations
o 3.2.1 Impressionism and its break from tradition
o 3.2.2 Cubism, abstraction, and new visual languages
o 3.2.3 Expressionism and the role of emotion
e Part 3.3 Postmodern Traditions
o 3.3.1 Characteristics of postmodern art
o 3.3.2 Major artists and works in postmodernism

o 3.3.3 Legacy of postmodernism in contemporary practice

Introduction

Modernism marked a radical departure from traditional art, emerging in the late 19th and early
20th centuries as artists sought new ways to represent the rapidly changing world. It was
characterised by experimentation, abstraction, and a rejection of established conventions.
Postmodernism followed in the mid to late 20th century, challenging the authority of modernist
ideals by embracing diversity, irony, and pluralism. Together, these traditions illustrate how art
responded to industrialisation, globalisation, and shifting cultural values, shaping the foundations

of contemporary practice.

The aim of this Series is to enable you to analyse the rise of modernism, evaluate its key

movements, and assess the characteristics and legacy of postmodern traditions in art.

-
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We shall commence this Series by examining the rise of modernism, focusing on its historical

background, artistic features, and major works. Next, we will explore modernist movements and
innovations such as Impressionism, Cubism, and Expressionism. Finally, we will conclude with
postmodern traditions, considering their characteristics, major artists, and enduring influence on

contemporary art.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
e SLO 3.1 describe the historical and cultural background of modernism,
e SLO 3.2 explain the key features and representative works of modernist art,
e SLO 3.3 analyse the innovations of Impressionism, Cubism, and Expressionism,
e SLO 3.4 evaluate the characteristics of pestmodern art,
e SLO 3.5 identify major artists and works in postmodern traditions, and

e SLO 3.6 assess the legacy of postmodernism in shaping contemporary art practice.

3.1 The Rise Of Modernism
3.1.1 Historical and cultural background of modernism

Modernism emerged in the late 19th and early 20th centuries as a response to rapid
industrialisation, urbanisation, and social change. Artists sought to break away from traditional
academic art and explore new forms of expression. Modernism was influenced by scientific
discoveries, technological advances, and philosophical ideas that questioned established norms.
It reflected a desire to capture the dynamism of modern life and to experiment with new artistic

languages.

Fill in the blank: Modernism emerged in response to rapid and social change.

-
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[THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF MODERNISM: A DIAGRAM OF INFLUENCE.J
MAJOR CATALYSTS & INFLUENCES (c. 1850-1914)

v
(INDUSTRIALISATION & TECHNOLOGICAL SHIFTS | ((URBANISATION & SOCIAL CHANGE ) ((SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERIES & INTELLETUAL CURRENTS )
1. NEW METHODS, MATERIALS, & PRODUCTION 2. THE METROPOLIS & THE MASSES 3. NEW UNDERSTANDINGS OF REALITY

« MASS PRODUCTION & STANDARDIZATION + POPULATION CONCENTRA'I‘ION IN CITIES « THEORY OF REI.ATIVITV (EINSTEIN)

« NEW MATERIALS (STEEL, GLASS, CONCRETE) + RISE OF THE PROLETARIAT & MIDDLE CLASS * QUANTUM MECHAI

+ IMPROVED TRANSPORT (TRAINS, AUTOMOBILES) + NEW SOCIAL DYNAMICS & ANXIETIES + PSYCHOANALYSIS (FREUD SUBCONSCIOUS)

« ELECTRICITY & COMMUNICATION + PUBLIC TRANSPORT & INFRASTRUCTURE « EYOLUTION (DARWIN)
[ e
E ( SHIFT TO ABSTRACT FORMS & FUNCTIONALISM j—)(EXPERIMENTATION WITH SPACE & PERSPECT! IVEH&XPLORATION OF INNER SUBJECTIVITY & COMPLEXITY)

THE GENESIS OF MODERNISM (c. 1900-1940)

& 0 9 & &,

FUTURISM DADA SURREAI.ISM CONSTRUCTIVISM BAUHAUS

KEY CHARACTERISTICS OF MODERNIST ART & ARCHITECTURE

M g 8 8 O

* REJECTION OF * EMPHASIS ON * FRAGMENTATION  « INTEREST IN INNER » FUNCTIONALISM
TRADITION ;R(.)rg.E“SS LSS‘ & MULTIPLE VIEWS  LIFE & PSYCHOLOGY & ABSTRACTION
ATERIA!

Diagram showing cultural and historical factors influencing modernism

Figure 3.1 Historical and cultural background of modernism

3.1.2 Key features and techniques of modernist art

Modernist art was characterised by experimentation, abstraction, and a rejection of traditional
conventions. Artists used bold colours, fragmented forms, and unconventional perspectives to
challenge established ways of seeing. Movements such as Impressionism introduced new
approaches to'light and colour, while Cubism broke objects into geometric shapes. Modernist
techniques emphasised innovation and individuality, reflecting the spirit of a rapidly changing

world.

Fill in the blank: Modernist art was characterised by experimentation, abstraction, and rejection

of conventions.
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EXPLORING CUBIST ABSTRACTION: PICASSO’S LES DEMOISELLES D’AVIGNON

FRAGMENTATION &
RECONSTRUCTION:
= AR B Multiple viewpoints
ABSTRACTION OF FORM: Ny 12/ simultaneously.
Rejection of traditional s g &t §
perspective. ) v 2 I PRIMITIVE INFLUENCES:
W AW \ 2 ] African and Iberian mask
motifs on faces.

GEOMETRIC
SIMPLIFICATION:

| ] AL SHALLOW DEPTH:
Bodies decomposed into | ‘ 74l Figures0 thrust forward
triangles, squares, and planes. § & ‘ compressing space. ,

DISTORTED PERSPECTIVE:

TRADITIONAL \ ¥V { ’ % \ Overlapping forms and
! 7 spatial ambiguity.

KEY CUBIST ELEMENTS

@ :, ——CUBIST FACET
.09 Pablo Picasso === {0
() / 1907 oil on canvas A
(ON L

GEOMETRY | MULTIPLE VIEWS | ABSTRACTION | ANGULARITY OER: Open Educational Resource

Image of Pablo Picasso’s Les Demoisellesid’Avignon showing Cubist abstraction
Plate 3.1 Pablo Picasso’s Les Demoiselles d’Avignon demonstrating modernist abstraction
3.1.3 Major artists and representative works

Several artists defined the rise of modernism. Claude Monet pioneered Impressionism with
works such as Impression, Sunrise, which emphasised light and atmosphere. Pablo Picasso and
Georges Braque developed Cubism, breaking objects into geometric forms. Edvard Munch
expressed emotion and psychological depth in works like The Scream. These artists exemplified

modernism by.challenging tradition and creating new visual languages.

Fill in the blank: The artist who painted Impression, Sunrise was

Pilot questions 3.1
1. ' Modernism emerged in response to which social and cultural changes?
2. What are two key features of modernist art?
3. Who painted Impression, Sunrise?

4. Which artists developed Cubism?
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5. Name one modernist work that expressed emotion and psychological depth.

3.2 Modernist Movements And Innovations
3.2.1 Impressionism and its break from tradition

Impressionism emerged in France in the late 19th century as artists sought to capture fleeting
moments of light and atmosphere. Unlike traditional academic art, Impressionists painted
outdoors (en plein air) and used quick brushstrokes and bright colours to depict everyday scenes.
Their focus was on perception rather than precise detail, which'marked a significant break from

established conventions.

Fill in the blank: Impressionist artists often painted outdoors, a practice known as

OER: Claude Monet's Impression, Sunrise - Analysis of Light and Atmosphere

‘..'_’1'__.. ~ I - - — ¥ - .
i i 2 -- =5 | Focuson

misTY ATMOsPHERE: I\ s THERISING SUN: || capturing a
Blue and greg.hﬁlze B\ A small, intense fleeting
compresses distance ' 3

p - orange-red sphere | moment.

L1
INDUSTRIAL PORT:
Boats, cranes, and

Impressionism : smoking chimneys in
= 2 REFLECTI ON WAT g
focusing in on - = §rok§,rb?5‘sshsuokes OEfR the distance
roult on capturing ™3 orange, blue, and black o B
a fleeting moment, ' , S8 s :
anitigrarred _ HORT CHORPY. Impressionism
rincipe. > . i 5
RELE BRUSHSTROKES il affectet:
- | Createsasense | | requibly optical
N BRUSHSTROKES : - of movement effects
Creates a sense of a .
movement —_— |

Image of Claude Monet’s Impression, Sunrise

Plate 3.2 Claude Monet’s Impression, Sunrise demonstrating Impressionist style
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3.2.2 Cubism, abstraction, and new visual languages

Cubism, pioneered by Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque in the early 20th century, introduced a
radical new visual language. Objects were broken down into geometric shapes and shown from
multiple perspectives simultaneously. This abstraction challenged traditional representation-and
opened the door to modernist experimentation. Cubism influenced later movements such as

Futurism and Abstract Expressionism.

Fill in the blank: The artists who pioneered Cubism were Pablo Picasso and

3.2.3 Expressionism and the role of emotion

Expressionism emerged in Germany in the early 20th century, emphasising emotion and
psychological depth over realism. Artists used bold colours, distorted forms, and dramatic
compositions to convey inner feelings and social anxieties. Works such as Edvard Munch’s The

Scream exemplify the Expressionist focus.on human emotion and existential themes.

Fill in the blank: Expressionism emphasised emotion and depth over realism.

EXPRESSIONISM IN EDVARD MUNCH'S “THE SCREAM"

BOLD, NON-NATURAL {hﬁ . --/”t’ AGITATEDSKY EXPRESSIONISM
COLOURS R S *(Symbolic Panic) (c. 1905-1930)
(Subjective Emotion) P : - Key Traits:
' = ‘ « Subjective Reality

ad « Emotional Expression

: "0 SWIRLING, < Distorted Forms
?zfﬂﬁ?;{ﬁ"aﬂm \ ¢ JNSTABLE  « Disserossmens

(Inner Anguish) LANDSCAPE - Biologial Reality

S ISOLATED FIGURE
[OER| ittt ModemENKEIR ik

Infonmationism.com.

Image of Edvard Munch’s The Scream
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Plate 3.4 Edvard Munch’s The Scream illustrating Expressionist emotion
Pilot questions 3.2
1. What practice did Impressionist artists use to capture light and atmosphere?
2. Who pioneered Cubism alongside Picasso?
3. What was the main focus of Expressionism?
4. Name one way Cubism challenged traditional representation.

5. Which Expressionist work exemplifies emotion and existential themes?

3.3 Postmodern Traditions
3.3.1 Characteristics of postmodern art

Postmodernism emerged in the mid to late 20th century as a reaction against the ideals of
modernism. While modernism emphasised progress, originality, and universal truths,
postmodern art embraced pluralism; irony, and diversity. It challenged the notion of a single
artistic style or narrative, instead celebrating multiple perspectives and cultural references.
Postmodern works often employed pastiche, parody, and mixed media, reflecting the complexity

of contemporary society.

Fill in the blank: Postmodern art embraced pluralism, irony, and

3.3.2 Major artists and works in postmodernism

Postmodernism produced diverse artistic practices. Andy Warhol used pop art to explore
consumer culture and mass media, with works such as Campbell’s Soup Cans. Jean-Michel
Basquiat combined graffiti, text, and expressive imagery to critique social issues. Cindy
Sherman employed photography to question identity and representation. These artists

exemplified postmodernism by rejecting singular narratives and embracing multiplicity.

Fill in the blank: The artist who created Campbell’s Soup Cans was

-
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Image of Andy Warhol’s Campbell’s Soup Cans
Plate 3.5 Andy Warhol’s Campbell’s Soup Cans representing pop art
3.3.3 Legacy of postmodernism in contemporary practice

Postmodernism continues to influence contemporary art by encouraging experimentation,
hybridity, and critical engagement with culture. Its legacy can be seen in installation art, digital
media, and global artistic practices that challenge boundaries between high and popular culture.
Postmodernism reinforced the idea that art can be a space for questioning identity, power, and

meaning in a diverse world.

Fill in the blank: Postmodernism reinforced the idea that art can be a space for questioning

, power, and meaning.

Pilot questions 3.3
1. What values did postmodern art embrace in contrast to modernism?
2. Who created Campbell’s Soup Cans?

3. Name one postmodern artist who critiqued social issues.

-
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4. Which medium did Cindy Sherman use to question identity?

5. How does postmodernism continue to influence contemporary art?

Series Summary

This Series has examined the rise of modernism and the development of postmodern traditions,
showing how art responded to the profound cultural and social changes of the 19th and 20th
centuries. We began with the origins of modernism, highlighting its historical background, key
features, and representative works. We then explored major modernist movements such as
Impressionism, Cubism, and Expressionism, each of which introduced new visual languages and
techniques. Finally, we studied postmodern traditions, focusing on their characteristics, diverse

artists, and continuing legacy in contemporary practice.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to describe the background of modernism,
explain its features and works, analyse key modernist movements, evaluate the characteristics of
postmodern art, identify major postmodern artists, and assess the legacy of postmodernism in
shaping contemporary art. These abilities align directly with the Series Learning Outcomes,

preparing you to engage critically with art in the modern and contemporary world.

Glossary of Terms

o Abstraction: Artistic style that simplifies or distorts forms rather than representing them

realistically.

¢ Cubism: A modernist movement pioneered by Picasso and Braque that broke objects into

geometric shapes and multiple perspectives.

o  Expressionism: An art movement emphasising emotion and psychological depth over

realism.

o Impressionism: A movement that captured fleeting effects of light and atmosphere using

quick brushstrokes and bright colours.

-
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e Modernism: A late 19th and early 20th-century movement characterised by

experimentation, innovation, and rejection of tradition.

e Pluralism: A postmodern value that embraces multiple perspectives and styles rather

than a single narrative.

e Postmodernism: A mid to late 20th-century movement rejecting modernist ideals,

embracing diversity, irony, and cultural references.

o Pastiche: A postmodern technique that imitates or combines styles from different

sources.

Concept Check Questions [Series 3]
Objective questions

1. Which practice did Impressionist artists use to capture light and atmosphere? (Linked to
SLO 3.3)

2. Who pioneered Cubism alongside Picasso? (Linked to SLO 3.3)

3. Which modernist work by Edvard Munch exemplifies emotion and existential themes?

(Linked to SLO 3.3)
4. Who created Campbell’s Soup Cans? (Linked to SLO 3.5)
Short-answer questions
5. <Explain one way modernism broke from traditional academic art. (Linked to SLO 3.2)

6. Identify one characteristic of postmodern art that contrasts with modernism. (Linked to

SLO 3.4)
Long-answer questions

7. Analyse the innovations of Impressionism, Cubism, and Expressionism, explaining how

each challenged traditional representation. (Linked to SLO 3.3)

-

MET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



o Basic response: Learners should describe Impressionism’s focus on light,

Cubism’s geometric abstraction, and Expressionism’s emphasis on emotion.

o Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also explain how these
innovations reflected broader cultural changes such as industrialisation and

psychological exploration.

8. [Evaluate the legacy of postmodernism in shaping contemporary art practice. (Linked to

SLO 3.6)

o Basic response: Learners should explain how postmodernism encouraged

diversity and hybridity in art.

o Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also assess how
postmodernism influenced installation art, digital media, and global artistic

practices.
Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3]
1. En plein air
2. Georges Braque
3. The Scream
4. Andy Warhol

5. Modernism rejected academic conventions by experimenting with abstraction, bold

colours, and unconventional perspectives.

6. Postmodernism embraced pluralism and irony, unlike modernism’s focus on progress and

originality:

7. Basic response: Impressionism captured light and atmosphere, Cubism broke objects
into geometric forms, Expressionism emphasised emotion. Value-added response:
These innovations reflected industrialisation, new scientific ideas, and psychological

exploration.

-
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8. Basic response: Postmodernism encouraged diversity and hybridity in art. Value-added
response: It influenced installation art, digital media, and global practices that challenge

cultural boundaries.
Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]
Part 3.1
1. Industrialisation and urbanisation
2. Experimentation and abstraction
3. Claude Monet
4. Picasso and Braque
5. The Scream
Part 3.2
1. En plein air
2. Georges Braque
3. Emotion and psychological depth
4. Objects shown from multiple perspectives
5. The Scream
Part 3.3
1. < Pluralism, irony, diversity
2. Andy Warhol
3. Jean-Michel Basquiat
4. Photography

5. Installation art, digital media, global practices

-
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References and Attributions [Series 3]

o Figures, plates, and boxes were suggested as placeholders with Al prompts for

generation.

o Figure 3.1 Historical background of modernism: Al prompt “Create a diagram
showing industrialisation, urbanisation, and scientific discoveries influencing

modernism.”

o Plate 3.1 Picasso’s Les Demoiselles d’Avignon: Al prompt-“Generate an image of

Picasso’s Les Demoiselles d’ Avignon highlighting Cubist abstraction.”

o Box 3.1 Selected modernist masterpieces: Al prompt “Create a text box listing

selected modernist masterpieces with artist names.””

o Plate 3.2 Monet’s Impression, Sunrise: Al prompt “‘Generate an image of Monet’s

Impression, Sunrise showing light and atmosphere.”

o Plate 3.3 Picasso’s Les Demoiselles d’Avignon: Al prompt “Generate an image of

Picasso’s Les Demoiselles d’ Avignon highlighting Cubist geometric abstraction.”

o Plate 3.4 Munch’s The Scream: Al prompt “Generate an image of Edvard

Munch’s The 'Seream showing bold colours and distorted forms.”

o Figure 3.5 Characteristics of postmodern art: Al prompt “Create a diagram

showing pluralism, irony, and diversity as characteristics of postmodern art.”

o | Plate 3.5 Warhol’s Campbell’s Soup Cans: Al prompt “Generate an image of
Andy Warhol’s Campbell’s Soup Cans highlighting pop art style.”

o Box 3.5 Legacy of postmodernism: Al prompt “Create a text box summarising the

legacy of postmodernism in contemporary art.”

e Suggested OER search strings included: “modernism historical background diagram
OER,” “Picasso Les Demoiselles d’Avignon OER,” “Claude Monet Impression Sunrise
OER,” “Edvard Munch The Scream Expressionism OER,” “postmodern art
characteristics diagram OER,” “Andy Warhol Campbell’s Soup Cans OER,”
“postmodernism legacy contemporary art OER.”
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e Primary sources referenced: General knowledge of modernist and postmodern art history,

including works by Monet, Picasso, Braque, Munch, Warhol, Basquiat, and Sherman.
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Series 4: Art and Design Across Epochs
Series outline
o Part 4.1 Ancient and Classical Foundations
o 4.1.1 Art and design in ancient civilisations (Egypt, Mesopotamia)
o 4.1.2 Classical Greek and Roman contributions
o 4.1.3 Legacy of ancient and classical design principles
o Part 4.2 Medieval and Renaissance Transformations
o 4.2.1 Medieval art and design traditions
o 4.2.2 Renaissance innovations in design and architecture
o 4.2.3 Influence of medieval and Renaissance epochs on later art
e Part 4.3 Modern and Postmodern Developments
o 4.3.1 Modernist approaches to art and design
o 4.3.2 Postmodern pluralism and design diversity

o 4.3.3 Continuities and contrasts across epochs

Introduction

Art and design have evolved across different epochs, reflecting the cultural, social, and
intellectual contexts of their times. From the monumental works of ancient civilisations to the
harmony of classical antiquity, from the symbolic traditions of the medieval era to the
innovations of the Renaissance, and finally to the experimentation of modern and postmodern

movements, each epoch has contributed unique principles and practices.

The aim of this Series is to provide a comparative understanding of art and design across epochs,
enabling you to trace continuities, contrasts, and legacies. By examining ancient, medieval,
Renaissance, modern, and postmodern traditions, you will gain insight into how design
principles and artistic practices have shaped human creativity across history.
o
-
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We shall commence this Series by exploring ancient and classical foundations, focusing on
Egypt, Mesopotamia, Greece, and Rome. Next, we will examine medieval and Renaissance
transformations, highlighting symbolic traditions and innovations in design. Finally, we will
consider modern and postmodern developments, assessing experimentation, pluralism, and the

continuity of design principles across epochs.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
e SLO 4.1 describe the art and design principles of ancient and classical civilisations,
e SLO 4.2 explain the transformations in medieval and Renaissance art and design,
e SLO 4.3 analyse the features of modern and postmodern approaches to design,
e SLO 4.4 compare continuities and contrasts across different epochs, and

e SLO 4.5 assess the legacy of design principles in shaping artistic traditions across

history.

4.1 Ancient And Classical Foundations
4.1.1 Art and design in ancient civilisations (Egypt, Mesopotamia)

Ancient civilisations such as Egypt and Mesopotamia developed distinctive artistic and design
traditions that reflected their religious and social structures. Egyptian art emphasised permanence
and order, with rigid conventions in sculpture and painting designed to serve religious and
funerary purposes. Mesopotamian art, meanwhile, often depicted rulers and deities in reliefs and
monumental architecture, symbolising power and divine authority. Both cultures used art as a

means of reinforcing social hierarchy and spiritual beliefs.

Fill in the blank: Egyptian art emphasised permanence and , reflecting its religious

purposes.
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Diagram showing Egyptian-and Mesopotamian artistic traditions

Figure 4.1 Ancient civilisations and their artistic traditions

4.1.2 Classical Greek and Roman contributions

The Greeks introduced ideals of harmony, proportion, and beauty, which became foundational
to Western art and design. Sculpture emphasised naturalism and the human form, while
architecture developed the classical orders (Doric, Ionic, Corinthian). The Romans adopted and
adapted Greek traditions, adding innovations such as the arch, vault, and dome. Roman art and

design were practical as well as aesthetic, serving civic, religious, and domestic purposes.

Fill‘in the blank: The three classical orders of Greek architecture are Doric, Ionic, and
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Image of the Parthenon in Athens

Plate 4.1 The Parthenon demonstrating classical harmony and proportion

4.1.3 Legacy of ancient and classical design principles

The design principles of ancient and classical civilisations have had a lasting influence. Egyptian
emphasis on order and symbolism shaped later religious art, while Greek ideals of proportion
and beauty became central to Renaissance and Neoclassical traditions. Roman innovations in
engineering and architecture continue to inform modern design, particularly in civic and
monumental structures. These legacies demonstrate how ancient and classical foundations

underpin artistic traditions across epochs.

Fill in the blank: Roman innovations such as the arch and dome continue to influence

architecture today.

Pilot questions 4.1

1. What values did Egyptian art emphasise?
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2. Which ancient civilisation used reliefs to depict rulers and deities?
3. Name the three classical orders of Greek architecture.
4. Which Roman innovations influenced modern architecture?

5. How did Greek ideals of harmony and proportion influence later traditions?

4.2 Medieval And Renaissance Transformations
4.2.1 Medieval art and design traditions

Medieval art was deeply influenced by Christianity, with works serving religious and symbolic
purposes. [lluminated manuscripts, stained glass windows, and Goethic cathedrals reflected
spiritual devotion and conveyed biblical narratives. Design emphasised symbolism over
naturalism, with stylised figures and decorative patterns. Architecture, particularly Gothic,
introduced innovations such as pointed arches, ribbed vaults, and flying buttresses, creating

soaring structures filled with light.

Fill in the blank: Gothic architecture introduced innovations such as pointed arches, ribbed

vaults, and

4.2.2 Renaissance innovations in design and architecture

The Renaissance marked a revival of classical ideals, emphasising humanism, proportion, and
perspective. Artists such as Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo explored anatomy and
naturalism, creating works that celebrated human achievement. Architecture drew inspiration
from Greek and Roman models, with symmetry, domes, and columns becoming central features.
The invention of linear perspective transformed painting, allowing for realistic spatial

representation.

Fill in the blank: The invention of perspective transformed Renaissance painting by

creating realistic spatial depth.
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4.2.3 Influence of medieval and Renaissance epochs on later art

Medieval traditions influenced later religious art and architectural design, while Renaissance
innovations laid the foundation for modern artistic practice. The Gothic emphasis on verticality
and light inspired later revival styles, while Renaissance humanism and perspective shaped
Baroque, Neoclassical, and modern traditions. These epochs demonstrate how symbolic devotion

and classical revival together enriched the trajectory of art and design.

Fill in the blank: Renaissance humanism and perspective shaped later movements such as

and Neoclassicism.
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Box 4.2 Influence of medieval and Renaissance epochs
o - Medieval: symbolism, Gothic architecture, illuminated manuscripts
o Renaissance: humanism, perspective, classical revival

e Legacy: foundations for Baroque and Neoclassicism”

Pilot questions 4.2

1. What innovations did Gothic architecture introduce?
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2. Which artistic movement revived classical ideals of proportion and perspective?
3. Who painted The Last Supper?
4. What invention transformed Renaissance painting?

5. How did medieval and Renaissance traditions influence later art movements?

4.3 Modern And Postmodern Developments
4.3.1 Modernist approaches to art and design

Modernism in the late 19th and early 20th centuries emphasised innovation, abstraction, and a
rejection of tradition. In design, modernism promoted functionality, simplicity, and clarity.
Movements such as the Bauhaus integrated art, craft, and technology, while modernist
architecture embraced clean lines and minimal ornamentation. These approaches reflected the

industrial age and the desire to create a new visual language for modern society.

Fill in the blank: Modernist design emphasised functionality, simplicity, and

-
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Image of Bauhaus building in Dessau

Plate 4.4 Bauhaus building representing modernist design principles

4.3.2 Postmodern pluralism and design diversity

Postmodernism emerged in the mid to late 20th century as a reaction against modernist ideals. It
embraced pluralism, eclecticism, and irony, rejecting the idea of a single universal style.
Postmodern design often combined historical references with contemporary forms, using bold
colours, playful ornamentation, and mixed media. This diversity reflected the complexity of

global culture and challenged the rigid functionalism of modernism.

Fill in the blank: Postmodern design rejected universal style and embraced

-
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Image of Michael Graves’ Portland Building

Plate 4.5 Michael Graves’ Portland Building illustrating postmodern eclecticism”

4.3.3 Continuities and contrasts across epochs

While modernism and postmodernism differed in values and aesthetics, both contributed to
shaping contemporary design. Modernism emphasised clarity and function, while
postmodernism celebrated diversity and cultural references. Yet both movements shared a
commitment to redefining design for their times. Together, they illustrate how art and design
across epochs reflect changing social, cultural, and intellectual contexts, while maintaining

continuity in the pursuit of creativity and innovation.

Fill in the blank: Modernism emphasised clarity and function, while postmodernism celebrated

and cultural references.

-
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Pilot questions 4.3
1. What values did modernist design emphasise?
2. Which movement integrated art, craft, and technology?
3. Who designed the Portland Building?
4. What values did postmodern design embrace in contrast to modernism?

5. How do modernism and postmodernism together illustrate continuity across epochs?

Series Summary

This Series has traced the evolution of art and design across epochs, showing how creativity
responded to cultural, religious, and intellectual contexts. We began with ancient and classical
foundations, examining Egyptian permanence, Mesopotamian symbolism, Greek harmony, and
Roman engineering. We then explored medieval and Renaissance transformations, highlighting
Gothic architecture, illuminated manuscripts, and the revival of classical ideals through
humanism and perspective. Finally, we studied modern and postmodern developments, focusing

on modernist clarity and function, and postmodern pluralism and diversity.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to describe ancient and classical design
principles, explain medieval and Renaissance transformations, analyse modernist and
postmodern approaches, compare continuities and contrasts across epochs, and assess the legacy

of design principles in shaping artistic traditions.

Glossary of Terms

o Classical orders: Doric, lonic, and Corinthian architectural styles developed in ancient

Greece.

o Flying buttress: A Gothic architectural innovation that supported tall walls and allowed

for large stained glass windows.

-
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e Humanism: Renaissance philosophy emphasising human achievement and classical

learning.

o Linear perspective: A Renaissance technique for creating realistic spatial depth in

painting.

e Modernism: A movement emphasising clarity, function, and innovation in art and

design.
o Bauhaus: A modernist school integrating art, craft, and technology.

e Postmodernism: A movement rejecting universal style, embracing pluralism,

eclecticism, and irony.

o Pastiche: A postmodern technique combining styles fromdifferent sources.

Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
Objective questions
1. What values did Egyptian art emphasise? (Linked to SLO 4.1)
2. Name the three classical orders of Greek architecture. (Linked to SLO 4.1)
3. Which innovation transformed Renaissance painting? (Linked to SLO 4.2)
4. Who designed the Portland Building? (Linked to SLO 4.3)
Short-answer questions
5. Explain one innovation introduced by Gothic architecture. (Linked to SLO 4.2)
6. Identify one way postmodern design contrasted with modernism. (Linked to SLO 4.4)
Long-answer questions

7. Analyse how ancient and classical design principles influenced later epochs. (Linked to

SLO 4.1, 4.5)

-
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o Basic response: Learners should explain Egyptian permanence, Greek proportion,

and Roman engineering.

o Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also discuss how these

principles shaped Renaissance and Neoclassical traditions.

8. Evaluate the continuities and contrasts between modernism and postmodernism in design.

(Linked to SLO 4.3, 4.4, 4.5)

o Basic response: Learners should describe modernist clarity-and postmodern

diversity.

o Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also assess how both

movements redefined design for contemporary needs.
Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
1. Permanence and order
2. Doric, Ionic, Corinthian
3. Linear perspective
4. Michael Graves
5. Flying buttresses allowed tall structures with stained glass windows.

6. Postmodernism embraced pluralism and ornamentation, unlike modernism’s functional

clarity.

7. ~Basic response: Ancient and classical principles emphasised permanence, proportion,
and engineering. Value-added response: These influenced Renaissance humanism and

Neoclassical harmony.

8. Basic response: Modernism emphasised clarity and function, postmodernism embraced
diversity. Value-added response: Both redefined design, reflecting cultural shifts and

contemporary needs.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4]

-
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Part 4.1
1. Permanence and order
2. Mesopotamia
3. Doric, Ionic, Corinthian
4. Arch and dome
5. They shaped Renaissance and Neoclassical traditions
Part 4.2
1. Pointed arches, ribbed vaults, flying buttresses
2. Renaissance
3. Leonardo da Vinci
4. Linear perspective
5. Inspired Baroque and Neoclassicism
Part 4.3
1. Functionality, simplicity, clarity
2. Bauhaus
3. Michael Graves
4. Diversity and eclecticism

5. Both redefined design for their times

References and Attributions [Series 4]

o Figures, plates, and boxes were suggested as placeholders with Al prompts for

generation.

-
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o Figure 4.1 Ancient civilisations: Al prompt “Create a diagram comparing

Egyptian permanence and Mesopotamian power in art.”

o Plate 4.1 Parthenon: Al prompt “Generate an image of the Parthenon in Athens
highlighting classical Greek architecture.”

o Box 4.1 Legacies: Al prompt “Create a text box listing legacies of ancient and

classical design principles.”

o Plate 4.2 Chartres Cathedral: Al prompt “Generate an image of Chartres

Cathedral showing stained glass and Gothic architecture.”

o Plate 4.3 The Last Supper: Al prompt “Generate an image of Leonardo da Vinci’s
The Last Supper highlighting linear perspective.”

o Box 4.2 Influence: Al prompt “Createa text box summarising the influence of

medieval and Renaissance epochs on later art.”

o Plate 4.4 Bauhaus building: Al prompt “Generate an image of the Bauhaus
building in Dessau highlighting modernist design principles.”

o Plate 4.5 Portland Building: Al prompt “Generate an image of Michael Graves’
Portland Building highlighting postmodern eclectic design.”

o Box 4.3 Continuities: Al prompt “Create a text box summarising continuities and

contrasts between modernism and postmodernism.”

e Suggested OER search strings included: “Egypt Mesopotamia art comparison OER,”
“Parthenon Athens classical architecture OER,” “Chartres Cathedral Gothic architecture
OER;” “Leonardo da Vinci The Last Supper perspective OER,” “Bauhaus building
Dessau modernist design OER,” “Michael Graves Portland Building postmodern design

OER,” “modernism vs postmodernism design comparison OER.”

o Primary sources referenced: General knowledge of ancient, medieval, Renaissance,

modernist, and postmodern art and design history.

-
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Series 5: Sketches of Modern Nigerian Art

Series outline

Part 5.1 Historical Background and Early Influences
o 5.1.1 Colonial encounters and their impact on Nigerian art
o 5.1.2 Early Nigerian modernists and art education

o 5.1.3 Transition from traditional to modern forms

Part 5.2 Major Artists and Movements
o 5.2.1 The Zaria Art Society and the “Natural Synthesis” philosophy
o 5.2.2 Pioneering artists (e.g., Uche Okeke, Ben Enwonwu, Bruce Onobrakpeya)

o 5.2.3 Key movements and stylistic innovations

Part 5.3 Themes and Techniques in Modern Nigerian Art
o 5.3.1 Exploration of identity, culture, and nationalism
o 5.3.2 Techniques and media (painting, sculpture, printmaking)

o 5.3.3 Dialogue between tradition and modernity

Part 5.4 Contemporary Legacies and Global Recognition
o 5.4.1 Influence of modern pioneers on contemporary Nigerian art
o 54.2 Nigerian art in global exhibitions and collections

o 5.4.3 Continuing relevance of modern Nigerian art traditions

Introduction

Modern Nigerian art reflects the dynamic interplay between tradition and modernity, shaped by
colonial encounters, cultural identity, and the search for national expression. Emerging in the

-
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mid-20th century, Nigerian modernists sought to redefine art by blending indigenous motifs with
contemporary techniques. Movements such as the Zaria Art Society pioneered the philosophy of

“Natural Synthesis,” which combined traditional heritage with modern innovation.

This Series aims to provide an overview of the historical background, major artists and
movements, themes and techniques, and the global recognition of modern Nigerian art. By
studying these sketches, learners will gain insight into how Nigerian artists have contributed to

both national identity and global artistic discourse.

We shall commence this Series by examining the historical background and early influences,
including colonial impact and the transition from traditional to modern forms. Next, we will
explore major artists and movements such as Ben Enwonwu, Uche Okeke, Bruce Onobrakpeya,
and the Zaria Art Society. We will then consider themes and techniques in modern Nigerian art,
focusing on identity, culture, and nationalism. Finally, we will assess the contemporary legacies

and global recognition of Nigerian modern/art.

Series Learning QOutcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
e SLO 5.1 describe the historical background and early influences on modern Nigerian art,
e SLO 5.2 explain the contributions of major artists and movements,
e SLO 5.3 analyse themes and techniques in modern Nigerian art,
e SLO 5.4 evaluate the contemporary legacies of Nigerian modern art, and

e SLO 5.5 assess the global recognition and continuing relevance of Nigerian modern art

traditions.
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5.1 Historical Background And Early Influences
5.1.1 Colonial encounters and their impact on Nigerian art

Colonialism introduced Western education, institutions, and artistic models into Nigeria.
Missionary schools and colonial art programs encouraged European styles, often sidelining
indigenous traditions. Nigerian artists began to navigate between traditional motifs and Western

techniques, creating hybrid forms that reflected both cultural heritage and colonial influence.

Fill in the blank: Colonial art programs in Nigeria often encouraged styles over

indigenous traditions.

5.1.2 Early Nigerian modernists and art education

The establishment of institutions such as the Nigerian College of Arts, Science and Technology
(later Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria)provided formal training for Nigerian artists. Early
modernists like Ben Enwonwu gained international recognition by blending African themes
with Western techniques. Art education became a platform for experimentation, encouraging

artists to redefine Nigerian identity through modern forms.

Fill in the blank: The Nigerian College of Arts, Science and Technology was later renamed

University, Zaria.

-
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Image of Ben Enwonwu’s Anyiam sculpture Plate 5.1 Ben Enwonwu’s Anyiam blending African

themes with modernist style

5.1.3 Transition from traditional to modern forms

Modern Nigerian art emerged from the dialogue between traditional practices and modern
influences. Artists adapted motifs from indigenous sculpture, textiles, and masks into new media
such as painting and printmaking. This transition reflected a broader cultural negotiation:
preserving heritage while embracing innovation. The result was a distinctive Nigerian

modernism that balanced continuity and change.

Fill in the blank: Modern Nigerian art adapted motifs from indigenous sculpture, textiles, and

-
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Pilot questions 5.1
1. What styles did colonial art programs encourage in Nigeria?

2. Which Nigerian artist gained international recognition by blending African themes with

Western techniques?
3. What was the Nigerian College of Arts, Science and Technology later renamed?
4. Name one traditional motif adapted into modern Nigerian art.

5. How did modern Nigerian art balance continuity and change?

5.2 Major Artists And Movements
5.2.1 The Zaria Art Society and the “Natural Synthesis” philosophy

The Zaria Art Society, founded in the'late 1950s by students at the Nigerian College of Arts,
Science and Technology, played a pivotal role in shaping modern Nigerian art. Its members,
including Uche Okeke, Bruce Onobrakpeya, and Demas Nwoko, developed the philosophy of
“Natural Synthesis”—a blending of indigenous traditions with modern techniques. This
approach sought to create a distinctly Nigerian modernism that honoured heritage while

embracing innovation.

Fill in the blank: The philosophy developed by the Zaria Art Society was called
Synthesis.

-
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Diagram showing the principles of Natural Synthesis

Figure 5.2 The Zaria Art Society’s philosophy of Natural Synthesis

5.2.2 Pioneering artists (Uche Okeke, Ben Enwonwu, Bruce Onobrakpeya)

e Uche Okeke: A leading member of the Zaria Art Society, he promoted Natural Synthesis

and explored Igbo traditions in his art.

o Ben Enwonwu: Internationally renowned, he combined African themes with Western

techniques, producing iconic works such as Anyiam and Tutu.

e Bruce Onobrakpeya: Known for his innovative printmaking, he integrated Urhobo

folklore and Christian themes, creating a unique visual language.

Together, these artists defined the trajectory of modern Nigerian art, balancing tradition and

modernity.

Fill in the blank: Bruce Onobrakpeya is best known for his innovative work in

-
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5.2.3 Key movements and stylistic innovations

Modern Nigerian art was characterised by stylistic innovations that reflected cultural identity and
national consciousness. Movements such as Natural Synthesis encouraged artists to adapt
indigenous motifs into modern media. Stylistic innovations included abstraction inspired by
traditional patterns, narrative painting rooted in folklore, and experimental printmaking. These
movements reinforced the idea that Nigerian modernism was not a copy of Western art but a

unique synthesis of heritage and modernity.

Fill in the blank: Modern Nigerian art was characterised by stylistic innovations reflecting

cultural and national consciousness.

Pilot questions 5.2
1. What philosophy did the Zaria Art Society develop?
2. Name one member of the Zaria Art Society.

3. Which Nigerian artist is internationally renowned for blending African themes with

Western techniques?
4. Bruce Onobrakpeya is best known for his work in which medium?

5. What did stylistic innovations in modern Nigerian art reflect?

5.3 Themes And Techniques In Modern Nigerian Art
5.3.1 Exploration of identity, culture, and nationalism

Modern Nigerian artists often explored themes of identity, cultural heritage, and nationalism.
Their works reflected the struggle to define Nigerian identity in the postcolonial era, blending
indigenous motifs with modern forms. Art became a medium for expressing pride in cultural

traditions while addressing issues of independence, unity, and social change.

Fill in the blank: Modern Nigerian artists used their works to express pride in cultural traditions

and address issues of

-
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5.3.2 Techniques and media (painting, sculpture, printmaking)

Artists employed diverse techniques and media to express modern Nigerian art. Painting
allowed for abstraction and narrative storytelling, often inspired by folklore. Sculpture adapted
traditional forms into modern contexts, while printmaking, pioneered by Bruce Onobrakpeya,
introduced innovative methods that combined indigenous motifs with experimental techniques.

These media reflected both continuity with tradition and adaptation to modern artistie practices.

Fill in the blank: Bruce Onobrakpeya pioneered innovative methods in

Image of a Nigerian modernist painting inspired by folklore

Plate 5.3 Nigerian painting inspired by folklore and narrative themes

5.3.3 Dialogue between tradition and modernity

A central feature of modern Nigerian art was the dialogue between tradition and modernity.

Artists drew on indigenous motifs, symbols, and stories, while experimenting with modernist
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abstraction and techniques. This dialogue created a unique Nigerian modernism that was neither
purely traditional nor wholly Western, but a synthesis that reflected the complexities of cultural

identity in a changing world.

Fill in the blank: Modern Nigerian art created a synthesis that reflected the complexities of

identity in a changing world.

Pilot questions 5.3

1. What themes did modern Nigerian artists explore in their works?

2. Which medium did Bruce Onobrakpeya pioneer with innovative methods?
3. How did painting reflect folklore and narrative traditions?

4. What was the central feature of modern Nigerian art’s dialogue?

5. How did modern Nigerian art balance tradition and modernity?

5.4 Contemporary Legacies And Global Recognition
5.4.1 Influence of modern pioneers on contemporary Nigerian art

Modern pioneers such as Ben Enwonwu, Uche Okeke, and Bruce Onobrakpeya laid the
foundation for contemporary Nigerian art. Their emphasis on cultural identity, experimentation,
and synthesis continues to inspire younger generations. Contemporary artists build upon these
legacies, exploring themes of globalization, urban life, and social critique while maintaining

connections to indigenous traditions.

Fill in the blank: Modern pioneers laid the foundation for contemporary Nigerian art by

emphasising cultural identity and

-
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‘}{IGEKAN MODERN ART PIONEE

(c. 19505-19805)

f 3

: / | 1l = _
BEN ENWONWU ZARlA ART SOCIETY % BRUCE ONOBRAKPEYA \ UCHE OKEKE JH
NATURAL SYNTHESIS, / INNOVATIVE RE INTERPRETATION ULIISM: DEEP CULTURAL SYMBOLISW, |
AATURAL SINTHESIS® MANIFESTO /

COSMOPOLITAN VISION DESIGN AS COMMUNICATION

\ meusu

CONTEMPbRARY NIGERIAN ART \ \\

(c. 1990s-Present)

Diagram showing influence of modern pioneers on contemporary Nigerian art

Figure 5.4 Influence of modern pioneers on contemporary Nigerian art

5.4.2 Nigerian art in global exhibitions and collections

Modern Nigerian art has gained recognition in international exhibitions, biennales, and museum
collections. Works by-artists such as Ben Enwonwu and Bruce Onobrakpeya are displayed
globally, while contemporary Nigerian artists participate in major art fairs and biennales. This
global presence highlights the significance of Nigerian art in shaping international discourse on

modern and conteémporary creativity.

Fill‘in the blank: Nigerian art has gained recognition in international exhibitions, biennales, and

collections.
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Image of Ben Enwonwu’s Zufu painting exhibited internationally

Plate 5.4 Ben Enwonwu’s Tufu painting recognised in global exhibitions

5.4.3 Continuing relevance of modern Nigerian art traditions

Modern Nigerian art remains relevant today as it continues to shape discussions of identity,
heritage, and innovation. Contemporary artists draw inspiration from the philosophies of Natural
Synthesis and the works of pioneers, adapting them to address current social and political issues.
This continuity demonstrates the enduring power of modern Nigerian art in both national and

global contexts.

Fill‘in the blank: Contemporary Nigerian artists adapt philosophies such as Natural Synthesis to

address current and political issues.

Series Summary

This Series has explored the development of modern Nigerian art, tracing its historical

background, major artists and movements, themes and techniques, and contemporary legacies.

RET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



We began with colonial encounters and early influences, highlighting the transition from
traditional to modern forms. We then studied the Zaria Art Society and pioneering figures such
as Uche Okeke, Ben Enwonwu, and Bruce Onobrakpeya. Next, we examined themes of identity,
culture, and nationalism, alongside techniques in painting, sculpture, and printmaking. Finally,

we assessed the continuing relevance of modern Nigerian art and its global recognition.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to describe the historical background of
modern Nigerian art, explain the contributions of major artists and movements, analyse themes
and techniques, evaluate contemporary legacies, and assess global recognition of Nigerian art

traditions.

Glossary of Terms

o Natural Synthesis: A philosophy developed by the Zaria Art Society blending

indigenous traditions with modern techniques.

e Zaria Art Society: A group of Nigerian artists in the 1950s who pioneered modern

Nigerian art.

e Printmaking: A technique used by Bruce Onobrakpeya to integrate folklore and modern

experimentation.

o Identity: A central theme in‘modern Nigerian art, reflecting cultural heritage and

nationalism.
e Ben Enwonwu: A pioneering Nigerian modernist known for works such as Tufu.
¢ Uche Okeke: Artist and advocate of Igbo traditions within modern Nigerian art.

e Bruce Onobrakpeya: Innovator in printmaking and member of the Zaria Art Society.

Concept Check Questions [Series 5]
Objective questions

1. What styles did colonial art programs encourage in Nigeria? (Linked to SLO 5.1)

-
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2. What philosophy was developed by the Zaria Art Society? (Linked to SLO 5.2)
3. Which Nigerian artist is best known for innovative printmaking? (Linked to SLO 5.2)

4. Which internationally exhibited painting by Ben Enwonwu is widely celebrated? (Linked
to SLO 5.4)

Short-answer questions
5. Explain one way modern Nigerian art explored cultural identity. (Linked to SLO 5.3)

6. Identify one global platform where Nigerian art has gained recognition. (Linked to SLO
5.5)

Long-answer questions

7. Analyse the contributions of the Zaria Art Society to modern Nigerian art. (Linked to
SLO 5.2,5.3)

o Basic response: Learners should describe Natural Synthesis and its blending of

tradition with modernity.

o Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also explain how this

philosophy influenced later generations and shaped Nigerian identity.

8. Evaluate the continuing relevance of modern Nigerian art traditions in contemporary

practice. (Linked to SLO 54, 5.5)

o [ Basic response: Learners should explain how pioneers inspired contemporary

artists.

o Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also assess how Nigerian art

engages with global exhibitions and addresses current social issues.
Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5]
1. European/Western styles
2. Natural Synthesis

3. Bruce Onobrakpeya

-
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4. Tutu
5. By blending indigenous motifs with modern forms to express national pride.
6. International exhibitions, biennales, and museum collections.

7. Basic response: The Zaria Art Society developed Natural Synthesis, blending tradition
and modernity. Value-added response: It influenced later generations and reinforced

Nigerian cultural identity.

8. Basic response: Modern pioneers inspired contemporary artists. Value-added response:

Nigerian art remains globally relevant, addressing social and political issues.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5]
Part 5.1

1. European/Western styles

2. Ben Enwonwu

3. Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria

4. Masks

5. By preserving heritage while embracing innovation
Part 5.2

1. Natural Synthesis

2. Uche Okeke / Bruce Onobrakpeya / Demas Nwoko

3. Ben Enwonwu

4. Printmaking

5./ Cultural identity and national consciousness
Part 5.3

1. Identity, culture, nationalism

-
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2. Printmaking

3. Through abstraction and narrative storytelling

4. Dialogue between tradition and modernity

5. By synthesising indigenous motifs with modern techniques
Part 5.4

1. By emphasising cultural identity and experimentation

2. International exhibitions, biennales, museum collections

3. Tutu

4. Natural Synthesis

5. By inspiring contemporary artists and addressing social 1ssues

References and Attributions [Series 5]

-

Figures, plates, and boxes were suggested as placeholders with Al prompts for

generation.

o Figure 5:1 Colonial encounters: Al prompt “Create a diagram showing colonial

schools and Western styles influencing Nigerian art.”

o | Plate 5.1 Ben Enwonwu’s Anyiam: Al prompt “Generate an image of Ben

Enwonwu’s Anyiam sculpture highlighting African themes in modernist style.”

o Box 5.1 Transition: Al prompt “Create a text box summarising the transition from

traditional to modern Nigerian art.”

o Figure 5.2 Natural Synthesis: Al prompt “Create a diagram illustrating Natural

Synthesis: blending indigenous motifs with modern techniques.”

o Plate 5.2 Onobrakpeya printmaking: Al prompt “Generate an image of Bruce

Onobrakpeya’s printmaking showing folklore and Christian themes.”
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o Box 5.2 Innovations: Al prompt “Create a text box listing key movements and

stylistic innovations in modern Nigerian art.”

o Figure 5.3 Themes: Al prompt “Create a diagram showing identity, culture, and

nationalism as themes in modern Nigerian art.”

o Plate 5.3 Folklore painting: Al prompt “Generate an image of a Nigerian

modernist painting inspired by folklore and narrative themes.”

o Box 5.3 Dialogue: Al prompt “Create a text box summarising the dialogue

between tradition and modernity in Nigerian art.”

o Figure 5.4 Influence: Al prompt “Create a diagram showing how Nigerian

modern pioneers influenced contemporary art.”

o Plate 5.4 Tutu: Al prompt “Generate an image of Ben Enwonwu’s Tutu painting

exhibited internationally.”

o Box 5.4 Relevance: Al prompt “Create a text box summarising the continuing

relevance of modern Nigerian art traditions.”

e Suggested OER search strings included: “colonial influence Nigerian art OER,” “Ben
Enwonwu Anyiam sculpture OER,” “Zaria Art Society Natural Synthesis Nigerian art

29 <6

OER,” “Bruce Onobrakpeya printmaking Nigerian art OER,” “themes identity culture
nationalism Nigerian art OER,” “dialogue tradition modernity Nigerian art OER,” “Ben
Enwonwu Tutu painting global exhibitions OER,” “continuing relevance modern

Nigerian art traditions OER.”

o | Primary sources referenced: General knowledge of Nigerian art history, including works

by Ben Enwonwu, Uche Okeke, Bruce Onobrakpeya, and the Zaria Art Society.
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