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Series 1

Course Code: FRE 104

Course Title: Introduction to Composition Writing in French

Course Credit load: 2 Units

List Series:

Series 1: Foundations of French Composition Writing

Series 2: Structure and Organisation of Ideas in French Essays

Series 3: Types of Composition in French: Narrative, Descriptive, Argumentative.
Series 4: Language, Grammar, and Expression in French Writing.

Series 5: Practical Applications: Simple Essays on Life, Family, and Community.

Parts Outline for Series 1
Part 1.1: Meaning and Importance of Composition Writing in French

1.1.1: Definition of Composition Writing
1.1.2: Importance of Composition in French

Part 2: Logical Thinking and Coherence in.Composition'Writing

1.2.1: Understanding Logical Thinking
1.2.2: Role of Coherence in Organising Ideas

Part 3: Main Parts of a French Composition

1.3.1: Introduction
1.3.2: Body
1.3.3: Conclusion

Part 4: Proof-reading and Refinement of Compositions

1.4:1: Importance of Proof-reading
1.4.2: Techniques for Refinement

Introduction

Writing in French requires more than simply putting words together. It involves careful organisation,
clarity of thought, and an appreciation of the rules that govern effective communication. As you begin this
Series, you will discover that composition writing is not only a skill for academic success but also a tool
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for expressing ideas logically and coherently in everyday life. By laying a strong foundation here, you
will be better prepared to tackle more advanced aspects of French composition in later Series.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the fundamental principles of composition writing in French
and to equip you with the ability to define, explain, and apply these principles in your own writing.

We shall commence this Series by examining the meaning and importance of composition writing.in
French. Next, we will explore logical thinking and coherence, focusing on how ideas can be organised
effectively. Following that, we will study the main parts of a French composition, namely the
introduction, body, and conclusion. Finally, we will wrap up by considering the importance-of proof-
reading and refinement, ensuring that your compositions are polished and accurate.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
e SLO 1.1: define composition writing in French,
e SLO 1.2: explain the importance of composition writing in French,
e SLO 1.3: analyse the role of logical thinking in composition‘writing,
e SLO 1.4: demonstrate how coherence supports:the organisation of ideas,

e SLO 1.5: identify the main parts of a French.compasition, namely the introduction, body, and
conclusion, and

e SLO 1.6: evaluate the importance of proof-reading and apply basic techniques for refining a
composition.

1.1.Meaning and Importance of Composition Writing in French
1.1.1 Definition of composition writing

Composition writing refers to the structured process of expressing ideas in written form, using clear
language and logical organisation. In French, composition writing is a formal way of presenting thoughts,
arguments, or narratives so that they can be easily understood by the reader. It is not simply about writing
sentences, but about arranging them into a coherent whole with a beginning, middle, and end.

To put it simply, composition writing is the art of combining words and ideas into a meaningful text that
communicates effectively. When you write a composition, you are expected to follow certain
conventions, such as clarity, accuracy, and logical flow.
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Fill in the blank: A composition is the structured process of expressing in written form.
PROCESSUS ORGANISATION

D'ECRITURE '
EN FRANCAIS
REFERENCE EDUECTF LIBRE (OB  EXPRESSION

COMMUNICATION

Figure 1.1 Flow of.composition writing.in French.
1.1.2 Importance of composition in French

The importance of composition writing in French lies in‘its.ability to help learners communicate ideas
clearly and logically. It trains the mind to'think in an organised manner and to present arguments or
narratives with coherence. A well-written composition demonstrates mastery of language, grammar, and
vocabulary, while also reflecting the writer’s ability to reason and persuade.

Coherence means the logical connection between ideas, ensuring that the reader can follow the argument
or story without confusion. Without coherence, even good vocabulary and grammar may fail to make the
composition meaningful.

Composition writing is also.important academically, as it forms the basis of essays, reports, and
examinations. Beyond the classroom, it is a valuable skill for everyday communication, whether in
professional correspondence or personal writing.

Fill in the blank: A composition demonstrates mastery of , grammar, and vocabulary.
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BIENFAITS DE L'ECRITURE /
BENEFITS OF FRENCH COMPOSITION WRITING

2. AMELIORATION DE LA GRAMAMIRE
IMPROVED GRAMMAR & VOCOIULARY

3.RENFOREMENT DE L'EXPRESSION ET A CLARTE
STRONGER EXPRESSION & CLARITY

Box 1.1 Key benefits of composition writing in French.

Pilot Questions 1.1

REFEERENCCE EDUTCTIC LIBRE (OOER)

1. Which term refers to the structured process of expressing ideas in written form?
What are the three main qualities expected in a composition?
Why is coherence important in'composition.writing?

List two academic uses of composition writing in French.

a M DD

Fill in the blank: Composition writing helps learners to communicate ideas and

1.2 Logical Thinking and Coherence in Composition Writing
1.2.1. Understanding logical thinking

Logical thinking is the ability to organise ideas in a clear and rational order so that they make sense to
the reader. In composition writing, logical thinking ensures that every sentence contributes to the overall
meaning of the text. It prevents confusion and helps the writer to move from one idea to another in a way
that is easy to follow.

o
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When you write a composition in French, logical thinking guides you to arrange your points step by step,
beginning with the most important or most general, and then moving towards supporting details. This
process makes your writing persuasive and credible.

Fill in the blank: Logical thinking is the ability to organise in a clear and rational order.

LOGICAL THINKING IN WRITING PROCESS (OER)

1y 1. DEVELOPMENT OF AN IDEA /
<" DEVELOPPEMENT D’UNE IDEE

2. SEQUENCE & STRUCTURE /
SEQUENCE ET STRUCTURE

3. CLARITY & PRECISION
CLARTE ET PRECISION

@1_4. PERSUASION & IMPACT
PERSUASION ET IMPACT

\ —_—

OER - EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE
Figure 1.2 Logical thinking in composition writing
1.2.2 Role of coherence in organising ideas

Coherence refers to the logical connection-between ideas in a text, making the composition smooth and
easy to read. A coherent composition uses linking words, consistent verb tenses, and clear transitions to
connect sentences and paragraphs. Without coherence, even well-chosen words may fail to communicate
effectively.

For example, when writing about your family, coherence ensures that you describe members in a logical
order, perhaps starting with parents, then siblings, and finally extended relatives. This prevents the reader
from becoming confused or lost.

Fill in the blank: Coherence is the logical between ideas in a text.
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Plate 1.1 Coherence as connection between ideas.
Examples of coherence in practice

e Using connectors such as premierement (firstly), ensuite (next), and en conclusion (in
conclusion).

o Keeping verb tenses consistent throughout the composition.

e Avoiding sudden changes in topic.without explanation.
Fill in the blank: A coherent composition uses . words, consistent verb tenses, and clear transitions.
Pilot Questions 1.2

1. What is logical thinking in composition writing?

2. Why is logical thinking important for persuasive writing?

3. Define coherence in the context of composition writing.

4. Give one example of how coherence can be applied when writing about family.

5./ Fill'in the blank: Without , even well-chosen words may fail to communicate effectively.

1.3 Main Parts of a French Composition

1.3.1 Introduction

-
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The introduction is the opening section of a composition. It sets the stage for the reader by presenting the
topic and giving a clear idea of what the composition will discuss. A good introduction is brief, precise,
and engaging. It should capture the reader’s attention while also providing context. In French composition
writing, the introduction often includes a general statement, a definition, or a short background that leads
naturally into the main discussion.

Think of the introduction as the doorway into your composition. If the doorway is narrow or unclear, the
reader may struggle to enter. Therefore, it is important to make the introduction smooth and inviting.

Fill in the blank: The introduction should capture the reader’s while providing context.

THE STRUCTURE OF A COMPOSITION (OER)

1. INTRODUCTION

Hooks the reader, states the thesis/mainlidea; provides context

{Summarizes{mainipoints

A complete composition flows logically from beginning to end.

Figure 1.3 Structure of a French composition.
1.3.2 Body

The body is the central part of the composition where the main ideas are developed. It contains detailed
explanations, examples, and arguments-that support the topic introduced earlier. In French composition
writing, the body is usually divided into paragraphs, each focusing on a single idea.

A well-written body demonstrates logical thinking and coherence. Each paragraph should begin with a
topic sentence, followed by supporting details. Transitions between paragraphs are essential to maintain
flow and clarity.

For example, in.a composition about your community, one paragraph might describe its physical
environment, another might discuss social activities, and another might highlight challenges faced by the
community.

Fill in the blank: Each paragraph in the body should begin with a sentence.
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TIPS FOR WRITING THE BODY OF A COMPOSITION (OER)

Open Educational Resource: Building Strong Arguments

1. UNIFY WITH TOPIC SENTENCES " i 2. PROVIDE STRONG EVIDENCE

Support your claims with specific
evidence: Facts, Statistics, Examples,
Quotations, Testimony, and Personal
Observation.

Start each paragraph with a clear Topic
<> Sentence that states the main idea.

Ensure all subsequent sentences relate

back to it, avoiding off-topic ideas.

Focus: One central idea per paragraph. Quality: Relevant, specific, and credible.

3. ANALYZE & EXPLAIN g 4. CREATE COHERENCE & TRANSITIONS i

o. ). Don'tjust list evidence; analyze it.
@‘ Explain HOW the evidence supports
A @ 4 your topic sentence and connects to
S ) your thesis. Show, don't just tell.

Use transitional words and phrases (e.g.,
"However," "Furthermore," "In addition")
to link ideas within and between
paragraphs, ensuring smooth flow.

Depth: Interpret the significance. Flow: Logical connections.

J
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\@ OER: Free to Use, Adapt, and Share for Educational Purposes. U é

Box 1.2 Tips for writing the body of a composition.
1.3.3 Conclusion

The conclusion is the final section of a composition. It'summarises.the main points and provides closure
to the discussion. A good conclusion doesmot introduce new. ideas, but rather reinforces what has already
been said. It should leave the reader with a clear impression of the writer’s viewpoint or the overall
message.

In French composition writing, conclusions often use phrases such as en résumé (in summary), en
conclusion (in conclusion), or pour finir (to conclude). These signal to the reader that the composition is
coming to an end.

Think of the conclusion as the final handshake with the reader. It should be firm, clear, and memorable.

Fill in the blank: A good conclusion should not introduce ideas.

Plate 1.2 The conclusion as closure in writing.
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Pilot Questions 1.3
1. What is the purpose of the introduction in a composition?

2. Why should each paragraph in the body focus on one idea?

3. Give one example of how transitions can be used in the body of a composition.
4. What is the main role of the conclusion in a composition?
5. Fill in the blank: The conclusion should leave the reader with a clear of the writer’s

viewpoint.

1.4 Proof-Reading-and Refinement of Compositions

1.4.1 Importance of proof-reading

Proof-readingis the careful process of reviewing a written composition to identify and correct errors in
grammar, spelling, punctuation, and expression. It ensures that the final work is polished and
communicates ideas clearly. In French composition writing, proof-reading is especially important because
small mistakes.in accents, verb conjugations, or agreement of gender and number can change the meaning
of a sentence.

Proof-reading also helps to detect inconsistencies in tone or style. For example, if you begin a
composition formally but later switch to casual expressions, the reader may find it confusing. By proof-
reading, you can maintain consistency throughout your work.

Fill'in the blank: Proof-reading is the careful process of reviewing a composition to identify and correct
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Figure 1.4 The proof-reading cycle in composition writing
1.4.2 Techniques for refinement

Refinement refers to the process of improving a composition after proof-reading. It goes beyond
correcting mistakes to enhance clarity, coherence, and style. Refinement may involve rephrasing

awkward sentences, replacing weak vocabulary with strenger words, or restructuring paragraphs for better
flow.

One effective technique is to read the composition aloud. This helps you to notice sentences that sound
unclear or repetitive. Another technique is to ask yourself whether each paragraph contributes directly to
the topic. If a paragraph does not.add value, it should be revised or removed.

Refinement also includes checking for coherence between sections. For example, the conclusion should
reflect the ideas presented.in the body, and the introduction should lead naturally into the discussion.

Fill in the blank: Refinement goes beyond correcting mistakes to enhance clarity, , and style.
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> COMPOSITION REFINEMENT TECHNIQUES (OER) <

(= R 4 0
/44 = =
=3 > )
1. Enhance 2. Improve Flow 3. Vary Sentence 4. Refine
Clarity & Transitions Structure Vocabulary

Check for precise
language, eliminate
ambiguity, and ensure
clear expression of

Use transitional
words and phrases to
connect paragraphs
smoothly and guide

Mix short, long,
simple, and complex
sentences to create
rhythm and interest.

Replace repetitive or
vague words with
strong, descriptive,
and specific

ideas. alternatives.

the reader. L
& 4

| OER: Open Educational Resource for Writing Improvement.

Box 1.3 Techniques for refining a composition

Examples of refinement in practice

e Changing “My family is nice” to “My family is supportive and caring, always encouraging me in
my studies.”

e Replacing “good” with more precise words such as “effective”, “valuable”, or “remarkable”.
¢ Rearranging sentences so that the most.important idea comes first.
Fill in the blank: Reading a composition helps to detect unclear or repetitive sentences.
Pilot Questions 1.4
1. What is proof-reading in composition writing?
2. Why is proof-reading especially important in French writing?
3. Define refinement in the context of composition writing.

4. Give one technique that can be used to refine a composition.

5. Fillin the blank: Refinement may involve rephrasing awkward sentences or replacing
vocabulary with stronger words.

Series Summary

In this Series, we have explored the foundations of French composition writing, beginning with its
meaning and importance. You learnt that composition writing is a structured process of expressing ideas
in written form, requiring clarity, organisation, and coherence. We then examined the role of logical
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thinking, which guides the arrangement of ideas step by step, and coherence, which ensures smooth
connections between sentences and paragraphs.

Following that, we studied the three main parts of a French composition: the introduction, which sets the
stage and captures the reader’s attention; the body, which develops ideas through well-structured
paragraphs; and the conclusion, which provides closure and reinforces the main message. Finally, we
considered the importance of proof-reading and refinement, emphasising how careful review and
improvement can transform a draft into a polished and professional piece of writing.

Altogether, this Series has provided you with the essential building blocks for writing effective
compositions in French. By applying these principles, you will be able to produce clear, logical, and well-
structured texts that communicate your ideas with confidence.

Glossary of Terms

o Composition writing: The structured process of expressing ideas in written form, using clear
language and logical organisation.

o Logical thinking: The ability to arrange ideas in a rational order so that they make sense to the
reader and support the overall argument or narrative.

o Coherence: The logical connection between ideas in a text, ensuring smooth transitions and clarity
for the reader.

e Introduction: The opening section of a composition that presents the topic and sets the stage for
the discussion.

e Body: The central section of a composition where the main ideas are developed through detailed
explanations, examples, and arguments.

e Conclusion: The final section of.a composition that summarises the main points and provides
closure without introducing new ideas.

e Proof-reading: The careful process of reviewing a written composition to identify and correct
errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, and expression.

o Refinement: The process of improving a composition after proof-reading by enhancing clarity,
coherence, and style:

Concept Check Questions [Series 1]

Objective Questions

1./ Composition writing in French is defined as the structured process of expressing in
written form. (Linked to SLO 1.1)

2. Which of the following best describes coherence? a) Correct spelling b) Logical connection
between ideas c) Use of strong vocabulary d) Length of sentences (Linked to SLO 1.4)

3. The body of a composition should begin with a sentence. (Linked to SLO 1.5)
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4. Proof-reading is important because it helps to identify and correct . (Linked to SLO 1.6)

5. Which section of a composition provides closure and should not introduce new ideas? a)
Introduction b) Body c) Conclusion d) Refinement (Linked to SLO 1.5)

Short-Answer Questions
1. Define composition writing in French. (Linked to SLO 1.1)
2. Explain why logical thinking is important in composition writing. (Linked to SLO 1.3)

3. Give one example of how coherence can be applied when writing about your family. (Linked to
SLO 1.4)

4. State one technique that can be used to refine a composition after proof-reading. (Linked to SLO
1.6)

5. What is the main role of the introduction in a composition? (Linked to SLO 1.5)

Long-Answer Questions

1. Analyse the importance of composition writing in{French, highlighting its academic and everyday
relevance. (Linked to SLO 1.2)

2. Demonstrate how logical thinking and coherence work together to produce an effective
composition. (Linked to SLO 1.3 and SLO 1.4)

3. Evaluate the importance of proof-reading and refinement in producing a polished composition.
(Linked to SLO 1.6)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1]
Objective Questions

1. Ideas

2. b) Logical connection between ideas

3. ~Topic sentence

4. Errors

5. ¢) Conclusion
Short-Answer Questions

1. Composition writing in French is the structured process of expressing ideas in written form with
clarity and organisation.

2. Logical thinking is important because it ensures ideas are arranged rationally, making the
composition persuasive and easy to follow.
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3. When writing about family, coherence can be applied by describing members in a logical order,
such as parents first, then siblings, and finally extended relatives.

4. One technique is reading the composition aloud to detect unclear or repetitive sentences.
5. The introduction sets the stage for the reader by presenting the topic and capturing attention.

Long-Answer Questions

1. Basic response: Composition writing is important because it communicates ideas clearly,
demonstrates mastery of grammar and vocabulary, and is used in academic tasks such as essays
and examinations.

Value-added response: It also develops critical thinking, supports professional communication,
and enhances cultural expression in French.

2. Basic response: Logical thinking arranges ideas step by step, while coherence connects them
smoothly with linking words and transitions.

Value-added response: For example, when writing about a community, logical thinking guides
the order of topics (environment, activities, challenges), and coherence ensures smooth transitions
between paragraphs.

3. Basic response: Proof-reading corrects errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation, while
refinement improves clarity and style.

Value-added response: Proof-reading and refinement also enhance credibility, prevent
miscommunication, and ensure that the composition reflects the writer’s intended message
effectively.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1]
Pilot Questions 1.1
1. Composition writing
2. Clarity, accuracy, and logical flow
3.. Coherence ensures smooth connection between ideas so the reader can follow easily
4. " Essays, reports, and examinations
5. Clearly and logically
Pilot Questions 1.2
1. Logical thinking is the ability to organise ideas in a rational order
2. It makes writing persuasive and credible by arranging points step by step
3. Coherence is the logical connection between ideas in a text
F
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4. By describing family members in a logical order, such as parents first, then siblings
5. Coherence
Pilot Questions 1.3
1. To present the topic and capture the reader’s attention
2. To maintain clarity and avoid confusion
3. Using connectors such as premiérement, ensuite, and en conclusion
4. Tosummarise main points and provide closure without new ideas
5. Impression
Pilot Questions 1.4
1. Proof-reading is the careful process of reviewing a composition to correct errors

2. Because small mistakes in French grammar or accents can change meaning

3. Refinement is the process of improving clarity, coherence, and style‘after proof-reading
4. Reading the composition aloud to detect unclear sentences
5. Weak

References and Attributions [Series 1]
General references

e Course content adapted from FRE 104: Introduction to Composition Writing in French (2 Units),
University course document provided.

o General principles of composition writing, logical thinking, and coherence are based on standard
practices in French language pedagogy.

Figures
e Figure 1.1 Flow of composition writing in French

o Al prompt: “Create a simple educational diagram showing the process of composition
writing: idea to organisation to expression to communication.”

o Suggested OER search string: “composition writing process diagram OER”
e Figure 1.2 Logical thinking in composition writing

o Al prompt: “Create a simple educational flowchart showing logical thinking in writing:
idea to sequence to clarity to persuasion.”
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Plates

Boxes
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o Suggested OER search string: “logical thinking in writing diagram OER”
Figure 1.3 Structure of a French composition

o Al prompt: “Create a simple educational diagram showing the three parts of a
composition: introduction, body, conclusion.”

o Suggested OER search string: “composition structure diagram OER”
Figure 1.4 The proof-reading cycle in composition writing

o Al prompt: “Create a simple educational diagram showing the proof-reading cycle: write,
review, correct, refine, final draft.”

o Suggested OER search string: “proof-reading cycle diagram OER”

Plate 1.1 Coherence as connection between ideas

o Al prompt: “Generate a symbolic image of a chain with connected links to represent
coherence in writing.”

o Suggested OER search string: “coherence in writing symbolic image OER”
Plate 1.2 The conclusion as closure in writing

o Al prompt: “Generate a symbolic image of a closing book to represent the conclusion of
a composition.”

o Suggested OER search string: “conclusion in writing symbolic image OER”

Box 1.1 Key benefits of composition writing in French

o Al prompt: “Generate a simple educational infographic listing benefits of composition
writing in French.”

o ' Suggested OER search string: “importance of composition writing in French OER”
Box 1.2 Tips for writing the body of a composition

o Alprompt: “Generate a simple educational infographic listing tips for writing the body of
a composition.”

o Suggested OER search string: “tips for writing body of composition OER”
Box 1.3 Techniques for refining a composition

o Al prompt: “Generate a simple educational infographic listing techniques for refining a
composition.”

o Suggested OER search string: “composition refinement techniques OER”
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Series 2

Course Code: FRE 104

Course Title: Introduction to Composition Writing in French

Course Credit load: 2 Units

List Series:

Series 1: Foundations of French Composition Writing

Series 2: Structure and Organisation of Ideas in French Essays

Series 3: Types of Composition in French: Narrative, Descriptive, Argumentative.
Series 4: Language, Grammar, and Expression in French Writing.

Series 5: Practical Applications: Simple Essays on Life, Family, and Community.

Parts Outline for Series 2

Part 2.1 Principles of essay structure

2.1.1 Definition of essay structure
2.1.2 Importance of organisation in essays

Part 2.2 Developing paragraphs and transitions

2.2.1 Characteristics of effective paragraphs
2.2.2 Use of transitions and linking words

Part 2.3 Techniques for organising ideas logically

2.3.1 Chronological organisation
2.3.2 Thematic organisation
2.3.3 Argumentative organisation

Part 24 Outlining and planning essays

2.4.1 Steps in creating an outline
2.4.2 Benefits of planning before writing

Introduction

Writing essays in French requires more than just knowing vocabulary and grammar. It involves
presenting ideas in a structured and organised way so that the reader can follow your argument or
)
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narrative without difficulty. Many learners struggle not because they lack ideas, but because those ideas
are not arranged logically. This Series will help you to overcome that challenge by focusing on how to
structure and organise your essays effectively.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the skills to design clear essay structures, develop coherent
paragraphs, apply techniques for logical organisation, and plan essays through effective outlining.

We shall commence this Series by examining the principles of essay structure and why organisation is
essential. Next, we will explore how to develop effective paragraphs and use transitions to connect ideas
smoothly. Following that, we will study techniques for organising ideas logically, including
chronological, thematic, and argumentative approaches. Finally, we will wrap up by learning how to
outline and plan essays before writing, ensuring that your compositions are well-prepared and purposeful.

Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
o SLO 2.1: define essay structure and explain why organisation is.essential in French essays,
e SLO 2.2: describe the characteristics of effective paragraphs in essay writing,
e SLO 2.3: demonstrate the use of transitions and linking words to-.connect ideas smoothly,

e SLO 2.4: apply techniques for organising ideas logically, including chronological, thematic, and
argumentative approaches, and

e SLO 2.5: design an outline for a French essay and evaluate the benefits of planning before
writing.

2.1 Principles of Essay Structure
2.1.1 Definition of essay structure

Essay structure refers to the organised framework that guides how ideas are presented in an essay. In
French writing, this structure ensures that the essay flows logically from the beginning to the end, making
it easier for the reader to follow the writer’s argument or narrative. A typical essay structure includes
three main sections: the introduction, the body, and the conclusion.

Without a clear structure, essays often become confusing, repetitive, or incomplete. Structure acts as a
roadmap, showing both the writer and the reader where the essay is heading.

Fill in the blank: Essay structure is the organised that guides how ideas are presented in an essay.
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ESSAY STRUCTURE (OER)

Hook, Background Info, Thesis Statement

BODY PARAGRAPHS 1

Topic Sentences, Evidence, Analysis, Transitions

CONCLUSION

Restate Thesis, Summarize Main Points, Final Thought

o @ R | - Open Educational Resource

Figure 2.1 Basic essay structure in French writing.
2.1.2 Importance of organisation in essays

Organisation in essay writing refers to the.logical arrangement of ideas so that they build upon one
another. In French essays, organisation is crucial because it helps the writer to communicate clearly and
persuasively. A well-organised essay ensures that the introduction sets the stage, the body develops ideas
in a logical order, and the conclusion provides closure.

Organisation also helps the writer to avoid redundancy and maintain focus. For example, when writing an
argumentative essay, organisation ensures.that each point is presented in a sequence that strengthens the
argument.

Fill in the blank: Organisation in essay writing helps the writer to communicate clearly and

s o
LES BIENFAITS DE LORGANISATION DANS LA DISSERTATION FRANGAISE
(BENEFITS OF ORGANISATION IN FRENCH ESSAYS) - OER

\
( ) r ) 4 ) (o B
CLARTE ET FLUIDITE DU FORCE DE CREDIBILITE
COHERENCE DISCOURS PERSUASION ACCRUE
(CLARITY & = (FLOW OF N (PERSUASIVE N (INCREASED
COHERENCE) DISCOURSE) POWER) CREDIBILITY)
Structure logique facilite Transitions douces Arguments présentés de Démontre maftrise et
la compréhension. entre les idées. maniére convaincante. sérieux.
(Logical structure (Smooth transitions (Arguments presented (Demonstrates mastery
facilitates between ideas.) convincingly.) and seriousness.)

Y understanding.) ) U ) U ) 8 )
(" ; Z )
UNE BONNE ORGANISATION AMELIORE L'IMPACT DE VOS ECRITS.

(GOOD ORGANISATION IMPROVES THE IMPACT OF YOUR WRITING.) - OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE
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Box 2.1 Benefits of organisation in French essays
Examples of organisation in practice

e Inadescriptive essay, organisation may follow spatial order, describing a place from left to right
or top to bottom.

e Ina narrative essay, organisation may follow chronological order, presenting events in the
sequence they occurred.

e Inan argumentative essay, organisation may follow logical order, presenting the strongest
arguments last for maximum impact.

Fill in the blank: In a narrative essay, organisation may follow order.

Pilot Questions 2.1
1. Define essay structure in French writing.
2. What are the three main sections of a typical essay?

Why is organisation important in essay writing?

> w

Give one example of organisation in'a descriptive essay.

5. Fillin the blank: Organisation ensures that the introduction sets the stage, the body develops
ideas, and the provides closure.

2.2 Developing Paragraphs and Transitions

2.2.1 Characteristics of effective paragraphs

An effective paragraph is a unit of writing that develops a single idea clearly and fully. In French essays,
each paragraph‘should begin with a topic sentence, which introduces the main idea. This is followed by
supporting sentences that provide explanations, examples, or evidence. A concluding sentence may be
used to reinforce the idea before moving on to the next paragraph.

Effective paragraphs are also characterised by unity, coherence, and adequate development. Unity means
that all sentences in the paragraph relate to the main idea. Coherence ensures that sentences are connected
logically, often through linking words. Adequate development means that the idea is explained with
enough detail to be convincing.

Fill in the blank: An effective paragraph should begin with a sentence.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF EFFECTIVE PARAGRAPHS (OER

( R\ 4 )
.’ 1. UNITY g > 2. COHERENCE
Single focus. All sentences relate Logical flow. Ideas connect
to one main idea. No straying or smoothly with transitions. Easy
unrelated points. to follow and understand.
\. P & y,
e N\ A N
3. TOPIC SENTENCE % 4. ADEQUATE DEVELOPMENT
Main idea stated clearly. Often the Fully fleshed out. Supported by
first sentence. Guides the reader sufficient details, evidence,
and controls the paragraph’s focus. examples, and analysis.
\_ J & _J

& EE‘ OER: Open Educational Resource for Writing Improvement. Effective paragraphs j

k are unified, coherent, have a clear topic, and are well-developed.

Box 2.2 Characteristics of effective paragraphs
2.2.2 Use of transitions and linking words

Transitions are words or phrases that connect ideas between sentences and paragraphs, guiding the
reader smoothly through the essay. In French, common transitions include premiérement (firstly), ensuite
(next), par conséquent (therefore), and en conclusion (in.conclusion). These words signal relationships
such as sequence, cause and effect, or contrast.

Using transitions correctly prevents abrupt jumps between ideas. For example, when moving from
describing a problem to suggesting a solution, a transition such as pour résoudre ce probléme (to solve
this problem) helps the reader follow.the change in focus.

Fill in the blank: Transitions are words or phrases that ideas between sentences and paragraphs.
TRANSITIONS IN ESSAY WRITING: CONNECTING PARAGRAPHS (OER)

SMOOTH FLOW OF IDEAS & CONNECTION

TRANSITION TRANSITION -
BRIDGE 1 BODY BRIDGE 2 BODY

INTRODUCTION ff ——> | PARAGRAPH 1 —> | PARAGRAPH 2

E@ OER: Open Educational Resource for Writing Skills.J
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Figure 2.2 Transitions as bridges in essay writing.
Examples of transitions in practice
e Sequence: d’abord (first), ensuite (next), enfin (finally)
o Cause and effect: par conséquent (therefore), ainsi (thus)
e Contrast: cependant (however), au contraire (on the contrary)
e Conclusion: en résumé (in summary), en conclusion (in conclusion)

Fill in the blank: In French, the transition cependant means

Pilot Questions 2.2
1. What is the role of a topic sentence in a paragraph?
2. List two characteristics of an effective paragraph.
3. Define transitions in essay writing.
4. Give one example of a transition used to show cause and effect.

5. Fillin the blank: Transitions prevent abrupt between ideas.

2.3 Techniques for Organising Ideas Logically

2.3.1 Chronological organisation

Chronological organisation arranges ideas or events in the order in which they occurred. This technique
is common in narrative essays, Where the writer tells a story step by step. In French, chronological
organisation often uses time markers-such as d’abord (first), ensuite (next), and enfin (finally).

This method helps the reader to follow the sequence of events without confusion. It is particularly useful
when describing personal experiences, historical events, or processes.

Fill in the blank: Chronological organisation arranges ideas in the order in which they
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CHRONOLOGICAL ORGANISATION
IN ESSAYS (OER)

BEGlNNlNG TIME POINT 1 TIME POINT 2 TIME POINT 3 END
INTRODUCTION BODY BODY BODY CONCLUSION
(Set the PARAGRAPH 1 PARAGRAPH 2 PARAGRAPH 3 (Summarize/Final
Context/Order) (First Event/Stage) (Next Event/Stage) (Following Outcome)
Event/Stage)
Specific details & Specific details & Specific details &
examples in order. examples in order. examples in order.

Figure 2.3 Chronological organisation in essay writing.

2.3.2 Thematic organisation

Thematic organisation arranges ideas according to themes or categories rather than time. In French
essays, this technique is useful when discussing topics that.can be grouped into related themes. For
example, when writing about education, youmay organise ideas under themes such as teaching methods,
student behaviour, and government policies.

This method allows the writer to explore different aspects of a topic in depth. It also helps the reader to
see connections between related ideas.

Fill in the blank: Thematic organisation arranges ideas according to or categories.

THEMATIC ORGANISATION IN ESSAYS (OER)

[ Organizing by Theme, Not Time ]

« Topic Sentence: Examine community changes.
« Supporting Evidence: Migration, cultural shifts.
« Analysis: Explain societal implications.

THEME 1: ECONOMIC IMPACT THEME 3: ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSEQUENCES

« Topic Sentence: Discuss financial consequences.
« Supporting Evidence: Job losses, market shifts.
« Analysis: Connect to overall thesis.

+ Topic Sentence: Address ecological damage.
« Supporting Evidence: Pollution, habitat loss.
« Analysis: Discuss long-term effects.

. Toplc Sentence Analyze pohcy changes

« Supporting Evid ), | relations.
+ Analysis: Evaluate governance

OER: Open Educational Resource for Writing Skills

Box 2.3 Examples of thematic organisation in essays

2.3.3 Argumentative organisation
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Argumentative organisation arranges ideas to support a particular viewpoint or thesis. In French essays,
this technique is often used in persuasive writing. The writer presents arguments in a logical order,
usually starting with weaker points and building up to stronger ones. This creates a convincing flow that
persuades the reader.

Argumentative organisation also requires counterarguments. By acknowledging opposing views and then
refuting them, the writer strengthens their position. Linking words such as cependant (however), au
contraire (on the contrary), and par conséquent (therefore) are essential in this type of organisation.

Fill in the blank: Argumentative organisation arranges ideas to support a particular or.thesis.

PEN EDUVC KT\oy N
O Resounce W

Plate 2.1 Argumentative organisation in essay writing.
Examples of argumentative organisation in practice

o Writing an essay on climate change: present evidence of rising temperatures, then discuss
impacts, and finally propose solutions.

o Writing an essay on technology: begin with its benefits, acknowledge challenges, and conclude
with recommendations.

Fill in the blank: In argumentative organisation, acknowledging views strengthens the writer’s
position.

Pilot Questions 2.3

1. Define chronological organisation in essay writing.

2.
3,
4.
5,

What type of essays commonly use chronological organisation?
Explain thematic organisation with one example.
What is the purpose of argumentative organisation?

Fill in the blank: Argumentative organisation usually begins with weaker points and builds up to
ones.
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2.4 Outlining and Planning Essays

2.4.1 Steps in creating an outline

An outline is a structured plan that organises the main points of an essay before writing. It acts as a
blueprint, guiding the writer through the introduction, body, and conclusion. In French essay writing,
creating an outline helps to avoid confusion, repetition, and disorganisation.

The steps in creating an outline include:

1. Identifying the topic and purpose of the essay.

2. Brainstorming ideas and listing them.
3. Grouping related ideas together.
4. Arranging ideas in logical order (chronological, thematic, or argumentative).
5. Drafting a framework with headings and subheadings.
Fill in the blank: An outlineactsasa ___, guiding the‘writer through.the essay.

ESSAY OUTLINING STEPS (OER)

4 g \ @ D 4 D 6 )

5. DRAFT

N _FRAMEWORK

-% (Create

Structure/
Outline)

\_ B\ JL o & ) & _J

2. 3. GROUP 4. ARRANGE
zlall;?‘l:ilf(: [ )BRAINSTORME=™, 1pEAS =) LOGICALLY
Sub'ect¥ Y (Generate (Categorize (Sequence

J Ideas) & Sort) Points)

f OER: Open Educational Resource for Effective Planning.

Figure 2.4 Steps in creating an essay outline.
2.4.2 Benefits of planning before writing

Planning refers to the preparation done before writing an essay, including outlining, gathering
information, and deciding on organisation. Planning ensures that the essay is purposeful and coherent. It
saves time during writing because the writer already knows what to include and where to place it.

Planning also reduces anxiety, as the writer has a clear roadmap. It improves the quality of the essay by
ensuring that ideas are relevant and well-developed. In French essay writing, planning is particularly
important because it helps to manage grammar and vocabulary effectively.

-
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Fill in the blank: Planning improves the quality of the essay by ensuring that ideas are

developed.

-
1. CLARITY & FOCUS

Clarifies ideas, develops a clear
focus, prevents wandering off-
topic.

(Sources: 1.4,2.2, 3.5)

.

N

\

A

-

Saves time overall, reduces last-
minute rush, allows better
allocation for research/drafting.
(Sources: 1.4, 2.3, 3.1)

\
3. TIME MANAGEMENT
& EFFICIENCY

(©)

PLANNING
BERORE
WRITING

N
;3% 2. LOGICAL STRUCTURE
= &FLOW

Ensures ideas connect smoothly,
creating a coherent and easy-to-
follow narrative.
(Sources: 1.4, 2.3, 2.6)

7

N
4. STRONGER ARGUMENTS
& CRITICAL THINKING

Forces decisions on position,

evidence, and counterarguments,
deepening engagement.

(Sources: 2.4, 3.5, 3.6)

QER:IOREN/EDUCATIONALRESOURCES Supporting|EffectiveiWritingiSkills

Box 2.4 Benefits of planning essays before writing.

Examples of planning in practice

Fill in the blank: Before writing an argumentative essay, list arguments,

Pilot
1.

> w

and well-

Before writing an essay on climate change, outline sections such as causes, effects, and solutions.

Before writing a narrative essay, plan the sequence of events and key characters.

Before writing an argumentative essay, list arguments, counterarguments, and evidence.

Questions 2.4

What is an outline in essay writing?

List three steps.in creating an outline.

Define planning in the context of essay writing.

Give one benefit of planning before writing an essay.

Fill.in the blank: Planning ensures that the essay is purposeful and

Series Summary [Series 2]

_______,andevidence.

In this Series, you have learnt how to structure and organise ideas effectively in French essays. We began
by exploring the principles of essay structure, where you discovered that essays are built on three main
sections: introduction, body, and conclusion. You saw how structure acts as a roadmap, guiding both the
writer and the reader.

We then examined how to develop effective paragraphs and transitions. You learnt that paragraphs
must have unity, coherence, and adequate development, with a clear topic sentence leading the way.

-
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Transitions were introduced as bridges that connect ideas smoothly, preventing abrupt jumps and ensuring
flow across sentences and paragraphs.

Next, we studied techniques for organising ideas logically, including chronological organisation for
sequencing events, thematic organisation for grouping ideas by categories, and argumentative
organisation for persuasive writing. Each technique was illustrated with practical examples to show how
they can be applied in different essay types.

Finally, we focused on outlining and planning essays, emphasising the importance of preparation before
writing. You learnt the steps in creating an outline and the benefits of planning, such as saving time,
reducing anxiety, and improving coherence.

Altogether, this Series has equipped you with the skills to design structured essays; develop coherent
paragraphs, apply logical organisation techniques, and plan effectively before writing. These skills will
enable you to produce essays that are clear, persuasive, and well-organised, strengthening.your overall
competence in French composition writing.

Glossary of Terms

e Essay structure: The organised framework that guides how ideas are presented in an essay,
typically including the introduction, body, and conclusion.

e Organisation: The logical arrangement of ideas in an essay to ensure clarity, coherence, and
persuasiveness.

e Paragraph: A unit of writing that develops a single idea, usually beginning with a topic sentence
and supported by details.

e Topic sentence: The opening sentence of a paragraph that introduces its main idea.
o Unity: A characteristic of effective paragraphs where all sentences relate to one central idea.

e Coherence: The logical connection between sentences and paragraphs, often achieved through
transitions and-linking words.

e Transitions: Words or phrases that connect ideas smoothly between sentences and paragraphs,
guiding the reader through the essay.

e <Chronological organisation: A method of structuring ideas or events in the order in which they
occurred.

e _ Thematic organisation: A method of structuring ideas by grouping them into themes or categories.

e Argumentative organisation: A method of structuring ideas to support a particular viewpoint or
thesis, often including counterarguments.

e Outline: A structured plan that organises the main points of an essay before writing, serving as a
blueprint for the composition.
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e Planning: The preparation done before writing an essay, including outlining, gathering information,
and deciding on organisation.

Concept Check Questions [Series 2]

Objective Questions

1. Essay structure refers to the organised that guides how ideas are presented. (Linked to
SLO 2.1)

2. Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of an effective paragraph? a) Unity b) Coherence
c) Adequate development d) Randomness (Linked to SLO 2.2)

3. Transitions are words or phrases that ideas between sentences and paragraphs. (Linked to
SLO 2.3)

4. Chronological organisation arranges ideas inthe order in which they . (Linked to SLO
2.4)

5. Anoutline acts as a , guiding the writer through the essay. (Linked to SLO 2.5)

Short-Answer Questions

1. Define essay structure in French writing. (Linked to SLO 2.1)

2. State two characteristics of an effective paragraph. (Linked to SLO 2.2)

3. Give one example of a transition used to show contrast in French. (Linked to SLO 2.3)
4. Explain thematic organisation with one example. (Linked to SLO 2.4)

5. _List two benefits of planning before writing an essay. (Linked to SLO 2.5)

Long-Answer Questions

1. Analyse the importance of organisation in French essays, highlighting its role in clarity and
persuasion. (Linked to SLO 2.1)

2. | Demonstrate how effective paragraphs and transitions contribute to coherence in essay writing.
(Linked to SLO 2.2 and SLO 2.3)

3. Evaluate the three techniques for organising ideas logically and discuss when each is most
appropriate. (Linked to SLO 2.4)
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4. Design a simple outline for an essay on climate change and explain the benefits of planning
before writing. (Linked to SLO 2.5)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2]

Objective Questions

1. Framework

2. d) Randomness

3. Connect
4. Occurred
5. Blueprint

Short-Answer Questions
1. Essay structure is the organised framework that.guides how ideas are presented in an essay.
2. Unity and coherence.
3. Cependant (however).

4. Thematic organisation arranges ideas by categories, e.g., discussing education under teaching
methods, student behaviour, and policies.

5. Provides clarityand saves time.
Long-Answer Questions
1. Basic response: Organisation arranges ideas logically, preventing confusion and ensuring clarity.

Value-added response: It also strengthens arguments, engages readers, and reflects academic
standards in French writing.

2. Basic response: Effective paragraphs develop one idea clearly, and transitions connect ideas
smoothly.

Value-added response: For example, in an essay on education, each paragraph covers a theme,
and transitions guide the reader through the sequence.

3. Basic response: Chronological organisation suits narratives, thematic suits grouped topics, and
argumentative suits persuasive essays.

Value-added response: Combining techniques can strengthen essays, e.g., chronological order
within thematic sections or argumentative organisation with thematic grouping.
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4. Basic response: Outline: Introduction — Causes — Effects — Solutions — Conclusion.
Planning ensures clarity and saves time.

Value-added response: Expanded outline with sub-points (industrialisation, deforestation; rising
temperatures, floods; renewable energy, policies). Planning reduces anxiety and improves
vocabulary use.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2]

Pilot Questions 2.1
1. Essay structure in French writing is the organised framework that guides how ideas.are presented.
2. Introduction, body, and conclusion.

3. Organisation is important because it ensures clarity, coherence, and persuasiveness in essay
writing.

4. In adescriptive essay, organisation may follow spatial order,€.g., describing a room from left to
right.

5. Conclusion.
Pilot Questions 2.2
1. The topic sentence introduces the main idea of a paragraph.
2. Unity and coherence.
3. Transitions are words or phrases that connect ideas between sentences and paragraphs.
4. Par conséquent (therefore).
5. Abrupt jumps.
Pilot Questions2.3
1. Chronological organisation arranges ideas or events in the order they occurred.
2./ Narrative essays.

3. Thematic organisation arranges ideas by categories, e.g., discussing environment under pollution,
conservation, and renewable energy.

4. Argumentative organisation supports a particular viewpoint or thesis.
5. Stronger.
Pilot Questions 2.4
1. An outline is a structured plan that organises the main points of an essay before writing.
2. ldentifying the topic, brainstorming ideas, grouping related ideas.
)
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3.
4,
5,

Planning is the preparation done before writing, including outlining and organising ideas.
It saves time and improves coherence.

Organised.

References and Attributions [Series 2]

General References

Course content adapted from FRE 104: Introduction to Composition Writing in French (2 Units),
University course document provided.

General principles of essay structure, organisation, and planning are based on standard practices
in French language pedagogy.

Figures

Boxes
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Figure 2.1 Basic essay structure in French writing

o Al prompt: “Create a simple educational 'diagram showing the three parts of an essay:
introduction, body, conclusion.”

o Suggested OER search string: “‘essay structure diagram OER”
Figure 2.2 Transitions as bridges in essay writing

o Al prompt: “Create asimple educational diagram showing transitions as bridges
connecting paragraphs in.an essay.”

o Suggested OER search string: “transitions in essay writing diagram OER”
Figure 2.3 Chronological organisation in essay writing

o Al prompt: “Create a simple educational timeline diagram showing chronological
organisation in.essay writing.”

o ' Suggested/OER search string: “chronological organisation in essays diagram OER”
Figure 2.4 Steps in creating an essay outline

o Al prompt: “Create a simple educational diagram showing steps in outlining an essay:
topic, brainstorm, group ideas, arrange logically, draft framework.”

o Suggested OER search string: “steps in outlining essay diagram OER”

Box 2.1 Benefits of organisation in French essays

o Al prompt: “Generate a simple educational infographic listing benefits of organisation in
French essays.”
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o Suggested OER search string: “importance of organisation in essay writing OER”
e Box 2.2 Characteristics of effective paragraphs

o Al prompt: “Generate a simple educational infographic listing characteristics of effective
paragraphs.”

o Suggested OER search string: “effective paragraph writing OER”
o Box 2.3 Examples of thematic organisation in essays

o Al prompt: “Generate a simple educational infographic showing examples of thematic
organisation in essays.”

o Suggested OER search string: “thematic organisation in essay writing OER”
o Box 2.4 Benefits of planning essays before writing

o Al prompt: “Generate a simple educational infographic listing benefits of planning essays
before writing.”

o Suggested OER search string: “benefits of planning essays OER”
Plates
e Plate 2.1 Argumentative organisation in essay writing

o Al prompt: “Generate a symbolic image of scales balancing arguments and
counterarguments in essay writing.”

o Suggested OER search string: “argumentative essay organisation symbolic image OER”
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Series 3

Course Code: FRE 104

Course Title: Introduction to Composition Writing in French

Course Credit load: 2 Units

List Series:

Series 1: Foundations of French Composition Writing

Series 2: Structure and Organisation of Ideas in French Essays

Series 3: Types of Composition in French: Narrative, Descriptive, Argumentative.
Series 4: Language, Grammar, and Expression in French Writing.

Series 5: Practical Applications: Simple Essays on Life, Family, and Community.

Parts Outline for Series 3
Part 3.1 Narrative Composition

3.1.1 Definition and features of narrative essays
3.1.2 Techniques for sequencing events chronologically
3.1.3 Examples of narrative topics

Part 3.2 Descriptive composition

3.2.1 Definition and features.of descriptive essays
3.2.2 Techniques for vivid description (sensory details, figurative language)
3.2.3 Examples of descriptive topics

Part 3.3 Argumentative composition

3.3.1 Definition-and features of argumentative essays
3.3.2 Techniques for presenting arguments and counterarguments
3.3.3 Examples of argumentative topics

Part 3.4 Comparative overview of essay types

3.4.1 Key differences between narrative, descriptive, and argumentative essays
3.4.2'Choosing the right type of composition for a given task

Introduction

Writing different types of compositions in French requires not only mastery of language but also an
understanding of the distinct purposes and structures that each type demands. Narrative, descriptive, and
argumentative essays are the three most common forms, and each plays a unique role in communication.
)
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Narrative essays tell a story, descriptive essays paint a vivid picture, and argumentative essays persuade
the reader to accept a particular viewpoint.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the skills to recognise, plan, and write these three types of
compositions effectively. You will learn the defining features of each type, techniques for developing
them, and examples of topics that illustrate their use.

We shall begin by studying narrative composition, focusing on sequencing events and storytelling
techniques. Next, we will explore descriptive composition, where you will learn how to use sensory
details and figurative language to create vivid images. Following that, we will examine argumentative
composition, emphasising how to present arguments, counterarguments, and persuasive strategies.
Finally, we will conclude with a comparative overview, highlighting the differences between the three
types and guiding you on how to choose the most appropriate form for a given writing task.

Series Learning Outcomes [Series 3]
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 3.1: define narrative composition and demonstrate techniques for sequencing events
chronologically,

e SLO 3.2: describe the features of descriptive composition.and apply sensory details to create
vivid images,

e SLO 3.3: explain argumentative composition and demonstrate techniques for presenting
arguments and counterarguments logically, and

o SLO 3.4: analyse the differences between narrative, descriptive, and argumentative essays and
evaluate which type is most appropriate for.a given writing task.

3.1 Narrative Composition
3.1.1 Definition and features of narrative essays

A narrative composition is a type of essay that tells a story. It focuses on events, characters, and settings,
and is usually organised in chronological order. The main purpose of a narrative essay is to engage the
reader by-recounting experiences or events in a way that is clear and compelling.

Key features of narrative essays include a clear plot, identifiable characters, a setting, and a sequence of
events. They often use descriptive language to make the story vivid and may include dialogue to bring
characters to life.

Fill'in the blank: A narrative composition is a type of essay that a story.
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3.1.2 Techniques for sequencing events chronologically

FEATURES OFNARRATIVE ESSAYS (OER)

( ) ( 2) e )

1.PLOT 2. CHARACTERS 3. SETTING 4, SEQUENCE

(The Events) (The People) (The Place & Time) (The Order)
N e N
> > >Q)~»
Foaiy < o ©20-0
The sequence of The individuals who Where and when The chronological
actions and conflicts. drive the story. the story happens. flow of events.

\ \ J \. J \_ =

[ OER: Open Educational Resource for Writing Skills. ]

Figure 3.1 Features of narrative composition.

Chronological sequencing means arranging events in the order they happened. This technique is essential
in narrative writing because it helps the reader follow the story without confusion. Writers often use time
markers such as d’abord (first), ensuite (next), and enfin (finally) to signal the progression of events.

A well-sequenced narrative avoids abrupt jumps and ensures that each event builds upon the previous
one. For example, when writing about a school day, the essay might begin with arriving at school, then
describe lessons, and finally end with returning.home.

Fill in the blank: Chronological sequencing arranges.events in the order they

3.1.3 Examples of narrative topics

TECHNIQUES FOR CHRONOLOGICAL

SEQUENCING IN NARRATIVE ESSAYS (OER)

1. CREATE A
LINEAR OUTLINE
Plan events from
beginning to middle to
end.

(e.g., Freytag's
Pyramid: Introduction —
Rising Action — Climax
- Falling Action —
Resolution)

5. MANAGE
FLASHBACKS/FLA
Show relationship > SH-FORWARDS

4. INCORPORATE
RELATIVE TIME
EXPRESSIONS

“For two years")

2. USE EXPLICIT 3. EMPLOY
TIME MARKERS SEQUENTIAL
Include specific TRANSITIONS
dates, times, and Use words that
durations. indicate order and
(e.g., "On Manday i
morning,” "By 3:00 PM;" (e.q., “First" “Then,”

“Next,” "Afterward,"

"Finally”)

following week") chronological order.

between events. CAREFULLY
(e.g., "Meanwhile,” s
i " Use clear signals
“Later that day," "The when breaking
(e.q., “Years earlier

“Looking back,”

T

¥

k “In the future”)
f! > —

[m OER: Open Educational Resource for Writing Skills ]

Box 3.1 Techniques for sequencing events chronologically

Narrative essays can be written on a wide range of topics, often based on personal experiences or
imaginative storytelling. Common examples include:

-
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A memorable day at school

A family celebration or holiday

A journey or adventure
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e An unexpected event that taught a lesson
These topics allow learners to practise sequencing, description, and storytelling techniques.

Fill in the blank: A narrative essay about a family celebration is an example of a topic.

MY NARRATIVE joyy R

Plate 3.1 Narrative topics in French composition.

Pilot Questions 3.1
1. Define narrative composition in French writing.
2. List two key features of narrative essays.
3. What does chronological-sequencing mean in narrative writing?
4. Give one example of @ narrative essay topic.

5. Fill in the blank: Writers often use time markers such as d’abord, ensuite, and to signal
progression.

3.2'Descriptive Composition

3.2.1 Definition and features of descriptive essays

Addescriptive composition is a type of essay that paints a vivid picture of a person, place, object, or
event. Its main purpose is to help the reader imagine and experience what is being described. Unlike
narrative essays, which focus on events, descriptive essays emphasise details and impressions.

Key features of descriptive essays include the use of sensory details (sight, sound, smell, taste, touch),
figurative language (similes, metaphors, personification), and a clear focus on the subject being
described. These elements combine to create a strong mental image for the reader.

Fill in the blank: A descriptive composition paints a vivid of a person, place, object, or event.

-
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SIGHT (Visual)
‘vibrant colors, bright light

TOUCH
(Tactile)

rough texture, smooth surface

[ 0R: Open Educational Resaurce for Wting skils |

Figure 3.2 Sensory details in descriptive composition.

3.2.2 Techniques for vivid description (sensory details, figurativellanguage)

To make descriptions vivid, writers use sensory details, which appeal directly to the reader’s senses. For
example, describing a beach might include the sound of waves, the smell of salt in the air, and the warmth
of the sand.

Another technique is figurative language,which compares or symbolises ideas to make them more
expressive. For instance, “the classroom was a bechive of activity” uses metaphor to convey liveliness.
Together, sensory details and figurative language transform simple descriptions into engaging imagery.

Fill in the blank: Figurative language such as similes and metaphors makes descriptions more

( N N\ (G B ( N @& B
) 5. EMPLOY
1. ENGAGE ALL 2. SHOW, DON'T 3. USE PRECISE & 4. BE SPECIFIC & FIGURATIVE
FIVE SENSES TELL STRONG LANGUAGE CONCRETE LANGUAGE
Describe sights, sounds, = lllustrate emotions or > Choose specific nouns ‘Tl Provide concrete details = Use metaphors, similes,
smells, tastes, and textures qualities through actions and dynamic verbs over rather than generalities. and personification to
to immerse the reader. and observable details weak or vague ones. Avoid Specificity evokes create creative
(e.g., “The aroma of instead of stating directly. excessive adjectives and stronger mental images. comparisons and deeper
brewing coffee mingled (e.g., Instead of "He was (e.g., Use "sauntered" or (e.g., Instead of “a bird," meaning. (e.g., "The wind
with the rhythmic clinking nervous,” use “His hands “trudged" instead of specify "a scarlet whispered secrets
of spoons.”) trempled as he fumbled “walked slowly.") cardinal.") through the trees.")
N J G ihe popers) g & g\ J @ 7

OER:|0pen/EducationallResourceiforiEnhancing/Descriptive!Writing[Skills:

Box 3.2 Techniques for vivid description
3.2.3 Examples of descriptive topics

Descriptive essays can be written on everyday experiences or imaginative subjects. Common examples
include:

e A favourite place (e.g., a park, a room, or a holiday destination)
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e A person who inspires you
e A memorable event such as a wedding or festival
e An object of sentimental value

These topics allow learners to practise using sensory details and figurative language to create vivid
impressions.

Fill in the blank: A descriptive essay about a memorable festival is an example of a topic.

Plate 3.2 Descriptive topics in:-French composition.

Pilot Questions 3.2

1. Define descriptive composition in. French writing.

2. List two key features of descriptive essays.
3. What are sensory details, and why are they important?
4. Give one example of figurative language used in descriptive writing.

5. Fillinthe blank: Descriptive essays emphasise details and

3.3'Argumentative Composition
3.3:1 Definition and features of argumentative essays

An argumentative composition is a type of essay that aims to persuade the reader to accept a particular
viewpoint or thesis. Unlike narrative or descriptive essays, argumentative essays are built on reasoning,
evidence, and logical organisation.

Key features of argumentative essays include a clear thesis statement, structured arguments, supporting
evidence, and acknowledgement of counterarguments. The writer must present ideas logically and use
persuasive language to convince the reader.
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Fill in the blank: An argumentative composition aims to persuade the reader to accept a particular

ARGUMENTAINTE ESSAY
STRUCTURE (OER)

ﬁ 1. THESIS STATEMENT
==Y Main claim + Reasons/Contention &=

2.BODY PARAGRAIPS: ARGUMENTS

b e T 3. COUNTERARGRENTS
& REFUTATION
Achowoldge opposing views +
Respond
Argument 2 + Evidence + Analysis +
Analysis

4. CONCLUSION @
Restate Thesis + Summarize Main Points +
+ Final Thought/Call a Action

OER: Open Educational Resource for Perpuasive Writing Skills

Figure 3.3 Structure of an argumentative composition.
3.3.2 Techniques for presenting arguments and counterarguments

To write persuasively, the writer must present arguments.in a logical order, often starting with less
convincing points and building up to stronger ones. Each argument should be supported with evidence
such as facts, examples, or quotations.

Acknowledging counterarguments is equally important. By recognising opposing views and then
refuting them, the writer Strengthens their position. Linking words such as cependant (however), au
contraire (on the contrary), and par conséquent (therefore) are useful in guiding the reader through the
reasoning.

Fill in the blank: Acknowledging counterarguments and then them strengthens the writer’s

position.
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TECHNIQUES FOR ARGUMENTANTE ESSAYS
(OER)

&

A

1. PRESENT
ARGUMENTS

USE
TRANSITIONS

Clear Topic Sentence§:

Start paregrapls USE
paregraphs with Achowdledge TRANSITIONS
your main claim. Opposing Views: Provide Rebuttal:
. Explain why the

Strong Evidence: Introduce counterraim wak Connect

Use facts, statistics, counterclaims fairly. weak incorrect. Logically:

stiutistics, "However', Theretore,
quotes and examples.| Offer Superior In contrast, Simiiarly,

; . 1er Super | ‘Furthimurre.

Detailed Analysis: Use Signal Phrases: Eviderior Evideice:

Explain HOW :vyi::-ce ‘Some argue that... Present stronger

¥ "Critics contend...' support for you

supports aur claim. ori';'i)nal arguymerm
\ J \. J \L J \\ J

OER: Open Educational Resource for Perpuasive Writing Skills

Box 3.3 Techniques for presenting arguments and counterarguments
3.3.3 Examples of argumentative topics

Argumentative essays can be written on a wide range of issues, often requiring the writer to take a clear
stance. Common examples include:

e Should mobile phones be allowed in schools?

e Is climate change the greatest challenge of our time?

e Should governments invest more in renewable energy?
e Is social mediabeneficial or harmful to young people?

These topics encourage learners to practise presenting arguments, supporting them with evidence, and
addressing counterarguments.

Fill in the blank: An argumentative essay on whether social media is beneficial or harmful is an example
ofa topic.
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Plate 3.3 Argumentative topics in French composition

Pilot Questions 3.3
1. Define argumentative composition in French writing.
2. List two key features of argumentative essays.
3. What is the role of counterarguments in persuasive writing?
4. Give one example of an argumentative essay topic.

5. Fill in the blank: Linking words such as cependant and au contraire help to guide the reader
through .

3.4 Comparative Overview of Essay Types
3.4.1 Key differences between narrative, descriptive, and argumentative essays

Each type of composition in French serves a distinct purpose, and understanding their differences helps
you choose the right one for a given task.

o
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e Narrative essays focus on telling a story. They are structured chronologically, with characters,
settings, and events forming the plot.

o Descriptive essays emphasise vivid imagery. They rely on sensory details and figurative
language to create strong impressions.

e Argumentative essays aim to persuade. They present a thesis, support it with evidence, and
address counterarguments logically.

Fill in the blank: Narrative essays are structured , While argumentative essays are-built on
reasoning and evidence.

Essay type Purpose gg?eamsatlon Key features Example topic
Narrative Tell astory |[Chronological Plot, characters, setting, A memaorable day at
events school
- Create vivid ||Spatial or Sensory details, figurative  ||A favourite holiday
Descriptive . . .
imagery thematic language destination
. _||Persuade the . Thesis, arguments, evidence, ||[Should mobile phones
Argumentative Logical/structured .
reader counterarguments be allowed in schools?

Table 3.1 Comparison of narrative, descriptive, and argumentative essays
3.4.2 Choosing the right type of composition for a given task

Selecting the appropriate essay type depends on the writing purpose. If the task is to recount an
experience, a narrative essay is'most suitable. If the aim is to describe vividly, a descriptive essay is
ideal. If the goal is to convince or debate, an argumentative essay is required.

Teachers often specify. the type of essay in assignments, but when given freedom, you should consider the
audience, purpose, and subject matter. For example, writing about climate change could be approached
narratively (telling.a personal story of its impact), descriptively (painting a picture of environmental
changes), or argumentatively (debating solutions).

Fill in the blank: Choosing the right essay type depends on the writing and audience.
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Plate 3.4 Choosing the right type of composition.

Pilot Questions 3.4

1.
2.

What is the main difference between harrative and descriptive essays?
List two features of argumentative essays.

How should a writer decide which type of essay to use?

Give one example of a topic that could be written in all three essay types.

Fill in the blank: Argumentative essays require a clear statement supported by evidence.

Series Summary

In this Series, you explored the three major types of composition in French: narrative, descriptive, and
argumentative essays. Each type was studied in detail, with attention to its definition, features,
techniques, and examples.

We began with narrative composition, where you learnt that the purpose is to tell a story. You
discovered the importance of chronological sequencing, the role of characters and settings, and how time
markers guide the reader through events.

Next, we examined descriptive composition, which focuses on painting vivid pictures through sensory
details and figurative language. You saw how descriptive essays rely on the five senses and expressive
comparisons to create strong impressions of people, places, or events.

-
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We then studied argumentative composition, which aims to persuade the reader. You learnt how to
present arguments logically, support them with evidence, and strengthen your position by acknowledging
and refuting counterarguments.

Finally, we concluded with a comparative overview, highlighting the differences between narrative,
descriptive, and argumentative essays. You also learnt how to choose the most appropriate type of
composition depending on the purpose, audience, and subject matter.

Altogether, this Series has equipped you with the ability to recognise, plan, and write different types of
French essays. You now understand how to tell stories effectively, describe vividly, and argue
persuasively, while also being able to select the right essay type for any given writing task.

Concept Check Questions [Series 3]

Objective Questions

1. A narrative composition is an essay that a story. (Linked to SLO3.1)

2. Which of the following is NOT a feature of descriptive essays? a) Sensory details b) Figurative
language c) Chronological sequencing d) Randomness (Linked to- SLO 3.2)

3. Anargumentative composition aims to persuade the reader to.accept a particular . (Linked
to SLO 3.3)

4. Chronological sequencing arranges events in the order they . (Linked to SLO 3.1)

5. Argumentative essays require.a clear statement supported by evidence. (Linked to SLO
3.3)

Short-Answer Questions

1. Define narrative.composition in French writing. (Linked to SLO 3.1)

2. State two techniques for vivid description in descriptive essays. (Linked to SLO 3.2)
What is the role of counterarguments in argumentative writing? (Linked to SLO 3.3)

Give one example of a topic that could be written as a narrative essay. (Linked to SLO 3.1)

o &~ w

Explain.how a writer should decide which type of essay to use. (Linked to SLO 3.4)

Long-Answer Questions

1. Analyse the features of narrative composition and explain why chronological sequencing is
important. (Linked to SLO 3.1)

2. Demonstrate how sensory details and figurative language contribute to vivid descriptive writing.
(Linked to SLO 3.2)

3. Evaluate the importance of counterarguments in argumentative essays and discuss how they
strengthen persuasion. (Linked to SLO 3.3)

)
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4. Compare narrative, descriptive, and argumentative essays, and recommend which type would be
most suitable for writing about climate change. (Linked to SLO 3.4)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3]
Objective Questions
1. Tells
2. d) Randomness
3. Viewpoint or thesis
4. Happened
5. Thesis
Short-Answer Questions
1. A narrative composition is an essay that tells a story; usually organised chronologically.
2. Sensory details and figurative language.

3. Counterarguments acknowledge opposing views and, when refuted, strengthen the writer’s
position.

4. A memorable day at school.
5. By considering the purpose, audience, and subject matter of the writing task.
Long-Answer Questions

1. Basic respaonse: Narrative essays tell a story with characters, settings, and events, organised
chronologically to avoid confusion.

Value-added response: Chronological sequencing enhances clarity, builds suspense, and mirrors
real-life storytelling, making the essay engaging.

2. Basic response: Sensory details appeal to the five senses, while figurative language makes
descriptions expressive.

Value-added response: For example, describing a festival with sounds of drums, colours of
costumes, and metaphors like “a sea of joy” creates atmosphere and mood.

3. Basic response: Counterarguments show awareness of opposing views and refuting them
strengthens persuasion.

Value-added response: Addressing counterarguments builds credibility, demonstrates fairness,
and engages critical thinking, making the essay more convincing.
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4. Basic response: Narrative essays tell a story, descriptive essays paint vivid imagery, and

argumentative essays persuade with evidence. For climate change, argumentative essays are most
suitable.

Value-added response: Climate change can be approached narratively (personal impact),
descriptively (environmental changes), or argumentatively (debating solutions). The choice
depends on purpose and audience.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]

Pilot Questions 3.1

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

A narrative composition is an essay that tells a story.

Plot and characters.

Chronological sequencing means arranging events in the order they happened.
A memorable day at school.

Enfin.

Pilot Questions 3.2

1.

4.
5.

A descriptive composition is an essay that paints a vivid picture of a person, place, object, or
event.

Sensory details and figurative language.

Sensory details are descriptive elements that appeal to the five senses, making writing vivid and
engaging.

A metaphor such as “the classroom was a beehive of activity.”

Impressions.

Pilot Questions 3.3

1.
2.
2
4.
5.

An-argumentative composition is an essay that persuades the reader to accept a particular
viewpoint or thesis.

A clear thesis statement and supporting evidence.
Counterarguments show awareness of opposing views and strengthen persuasion when refuted.
Should mobile phones be allowed in schools?

Reasoning.

Pilot Questions 3.4

1.

)
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Thesis statement and counterarguments.
By considering the purpose, audience, and subject matter.
Climate change.

Thesis.

References and Attributions [Series 3]

General references

Figures

Boxes

Course content adapted from FRE 104: Introduction to Composition Writing in French(2 Units),
University course document provided.

General principles of narrative, descriptive, and argumentative writing are based on standard
practices in French language pedagogy.

Figure 3.1 Features of narrative composition

o Al prompt: “Create a simple educational diagram showing features of narrative essays:
plot, characters, setting, sequence.”

o Suggested OER search string: “features of narrative essays diagram OER”
Figure 3.2 Sensory details in descriptive composition

o Al prompt: “Create.a simple educational diagram showing the five senses used in
descriptive writing.”

o Suggested OER search string: “sensory details in descriptive essays diagram OER”
Figure 3.3 Structure of an argumentative composition

o [ Al prompt: “Create a simple educational diagram showing the structure of an
argumentative essay: thesis, arguments, evidence, counterarguments, conclusion.”

o . Suggested OER search string: “argumentative essay structure diagram OER”

Box 3.1 Techniques for sequencing events chronologically

o Al prompt: “Generate a simple educational infographic listing techniques for sequencing
events chronologically in narrative essays.”

o Suggested OER search string: “chronological sequencing in narrative essays OER”

Box 3.2 Techniques for vivid description
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Plates

o Al prompt: “Generate a simple educational infographic listing techniques for vivid
description in essays.”

o Suggested OER search string: “techniques for vivid description in essays OER”
Box 3.3 Techniques for presenting arguments and counterarguments

o Al prompt: “Generate a simple educational infographic listing techniques for presenting
arguments and counterarguments in essays.”

o Suggested OER search string: “argumentative essay techniques OER”

Plate 3.1 Narrative topics in French composition

o Al prompt: “Generate a symbolic image of an open diary or book representing
storytelling in narrative essays.”

o Suggested OER search string: “narrative essay topics symbolic image OER”
Plate 3.2 Descriptive topics in French composition

o Al prompt: “Generate a symbolic image of a colourful festival scene representing
descriptive writing.”

o Suggested OER search string: “descriptive essay topics symbolic image OER”
Plate 3.3 Argumentative topics in French composition

o Al prompt: “Generate a symbolic image of a debate podium representing argumentative
writing.”

o Suggested OER search string: “argumentative essay topics symbolic image OER”
Plate 3.4 Choosing the right-type of composition

o <Alprompt: “Generate a symbolic image of a crossroads signpost with arrows labelled
narrative, descriptive, and argumentative.”

o Suggested OER search string: “choosing essay type symbolic image OER”

Tables

-

Table 3.1 Comparison of narrative, descriptive, and argumentative essays

o Al prompt: “Generate a simple educational comparison table of narrative, descriptive,
and argumentative essays.”

o Suggested OER search string: “comparison of essay types OER”
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Series 4

Course Code: FRE 104

Course Title: Introduction to Composition Writing in French

Course Credit load: 2 Units

List Series:

Series 1: Foundations of French Composition Writing

Series 2: Structure and Organisation of Ideas in French Essays

Series 3: Types of Composition in French: Narrative, Descriptive, Argumentative.
Series 4: Language, Grammar, and Expression in French Writing.

Series 5: Practical Applications: Simple Essays on Life, Family, and Community.

Parts Outline for Series 4

Part 4.1: Language use in French composition

4.1.1 Appropriate register and tone in academic writing
4.1.2 Vocabulary choice and precision
4.1.3 Common pitfalls in language use

Part 4.2: Grammar essentials for.essay writing

4.2.1 Sentence structure and agreement (subject—verb, noun—adjective)
4.2.2 Use of tenses in.composition
4.2.3 Punctuation and its role in.clarity

Part 4.3: Expression and style in. French essays

4.3.1 Building coherence through linking words and phrases
4.3.2.Developing fluency and variety in sentence construction
4.3.3 Avoiding redundancy and improving clarity

Part 4.4: Practical application and error correction

4.4.1 Identifying and correcting common grammatical errors
4.4.2 Exercises in improving expression and style
4.4.3 Peer review and self-editing strategies

Introduction

Strong writing in French requires more than just knowing how to structure an essay. It also depends on
the language, grammar, and expression used to communicate ideas clearly and persuasively. Even
F)
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well-organised essays can lose impact if the grammar is faulty, the vocabulary imprecise, or the
expression awkward. This Series focuses on the linguistic and stylistic aspects of French composition,
helping you refine your writing at the sentence and word level.

The aim of this Series is to strengthen your command of French grammar and improve your ability to
express ideas fluently and accurately. You will learn how to use appropriate register and tone, apply
grammar rules correctly, and develop a style that is coherent, precise, and engaging.

We shall begin by examining language use in French composition, including register, tone, and
vocabulary choice. Next, we will study grammar essentials, focusing on sentence structure;.agreement,
tenses, and punctuation. We will then explore expression and style, learning how to build coherence,
fluency, and clarity. Finally, we will apply these skills in practical exercises, correcting common errors
and practising strategies for improving expression through peer review and self-editing.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
e SLO 4.1: identify appropriate register, tone, and vocabulary for French academic writing,

e SLO 4.2: apply essential grammar rules in composition, including sentence structure, agreement,
tenses, and punctuation,

e SLO 4.3: demonstrate effective expression-and style by building coherence, fluency, and clarity
in essays, and

e SLO 4.4: evaluate and correct common errors in French writing through practical exercises, peer
review, and self-editing strategies.

4.1 Language Use in French Composition
4.1.1 Appropriate register and tone in academic writing

In French composition, register refers to the level of formality in language use, while tone is the attitude
or mood conveyed by the writer:/Academic writing requires a formal register, avoiding slang,
contractions, or overly casual expressions. The tone should be objective, respectful, and precise, reflecting
seriousness and clarity.

For.example, instead of writing ¢a va étre super (it will be great), a more appropriate academic
expression would be cela sera trés bénéfique (this will be very beneficial).

Fill in the blank: Academic writing requires a formal , avoiding slang and casual expressions.
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LES REGISTRES DE LANGUE EN FRANCGAIS

(Familier)

VOCABLALURE

Bouffer (manger)

STRUCTURE DE PHRASE
Cest ouf ! lit's crazy!)

(Standard)

VOCABLALURE
Manger (to eat)

STRUCTURE DE PHRASE
Cest incrovatible.

Adpatez votre style a le situation

(Soutunu)
Se nourir
(to nourish oinself

STRUCTURE DE PHRASE
Cest stupéfiant.

PRONONCIATION /
ELOCUTION

J'sais pas.

Je ne sais pas

Je ne sais pas

Figure 4.1 Registers of language in French writing.
4.1.2 Vocabulary choice and precision

Effective writing depends on vocabulary choice, which means selecting words that are accurate and
appropriate for the context. Precision in vocabulary avoids ambiguity and ensures clarity. For instance,
using augmenter (to increase) is more precise than changer (to change) when discussing economic
growth.

Writers should also avoid repetition by using synonyms and varied expressions. This enriches the essay
and demonstrates mastery of language.

Fill in the blank: Precision in vocabulary ensures clarity and avoids

GUIDE TO PRECISE VOCABULARY CHOICE IN FRENCH ESSAYS

WHY PRECISION MATTERS STRATEGIES FOR BETTER CHOICES EXAMPLES: GENERAL VS. PRECISE
GENERAL PRECIS
CLARITY & NUANCE: | USE SYNONYMS ACTIVELY: (Less Precise) (More Precise)
Conveys exact meaning, Don't settle for the first word. N T
avoids amblguuty G={ Research alternatives. @ ORE - E ) g;mm
@ A (To say/tell) RAPPORTER (To report)
SUGGERER (To suggest).
DEMONS'I‘RATES PROFICIENCY: CONSIDER CONTEXT: CREER (To create)
Shows deep understanding Match register (formal/ ﬁ FAIRE 3 EFFECTUER (To carry out)
of language. informal) and tone. | (Todo/make) :nm ((TT% ;crma)
V ! o _, BT,
ENGAGES READER: PaAse | LEARN COLLOCATIONS: ; =D GUESTION Iem%
Makes writing more compelling Study which words naturally (Thing) antn:((;s,zu ; erl’lgsnnn)
and professional. G o together. INDIVIDUS (Individuals)
@ 2 GENS _ CITOYENS (Cizens)
. Eviter PROOFREAD & REFINE: (52 lior) SPECTATERS (o).
chose_ et Question every word E
‘faire™! during revision. - AL
© @ (Good) = BENEFIQUE (Beneficia)
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES & OER TIPS (@R, FERTRENT (e, 9

Focus on subject-specific terminology. Regularly review new vocabulary. Practice in context.

Box 4.1 Tips for precise vocabulary choice

4.1.3 Common pitfalls in language use
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Learners often face challenges in language use, such as overusing casual expressions, relying on literal
translations from English, or misusing idiomatic phrases. Another common pitfall is mixing registers, for
example combining formal and informal expressions in the same essay.

To avoid these pitfalls, writers should practise reading French academic texts, pay attention to word
choice, and revise their work carefully.

Fill in the blank: One common pitfall in French writing is mixing different levels of in the same
essay.

S
*  PREPOSITIONS
Ressources Educatives Litres (€L - 08 GEOGRAPHIQUES

Plate 4.1 Common pitfalls in French language use.

Pilot Questions 4.1
1. Define register in Frenchracademic writing.
2. Give one example of a formal expression suitable for essays.
3. Why is precision in vocabulary important?
4. List twotips for avoidingsrepetition in vocabulary choice.

5. Fill in'the blank: A common pitfall in French writing is relying on literal from English.

4.2 Grammar Essentials for Essay Writing

4.2.1 Sentence structure and agreement

In French composition, sentence structure refers to the way words are organised to form meaningful
sentences. A correct structure ensures clarity and avoids confusion. One of the most important aspects is
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agreement, which means that subjects and verbs, as well as nouns and adjectives, must match in number
and gender.

For example: Les étudiants sont motivés (The students are motivated). Here, the plural subject étudiants
agrees with the plural verb sont and the plural adjective motivés.

Fill in the blank: In French, nouns and adjectives must agree in and gender.

ACCORDS EN FRANGCAIS

1. SUJET-VERBE

SUJET VERBE lI/Elle parle
(Nombre & > e W 3 Nous parlons
Personne, Il/Elle) CONJUGUE lls/Elles parlent

Le verbe s'accorde avec de sujet en nombre et en persone

2. NOM-ADJECTIF

NOM ADJECTIF un chat fleur bleue
(Genre & —> gl des vieux livres
Nombre) QUALIEICTART; des voitres rapides

L'adjectif s'accorde avec de nom qu"il modifie en guss des voitires rapide
genre et le nombre

@R License CC BY-SA

Figure 4.2 Sentence structure and agreement in French writing.
4.2.2 Use of tenses in composition

Tenses indicate the time of an action or event. In French essays, correct use of tenses is crucial for clarity
and accuracy. The most common tenses used in composition are:

e Présent (present): for currentactions or general truths.

o Passé composé (perfect past): for completed actions.

e Imparfait(imperfect past): for ongoing or habitual past actions.
o  Futur simple (simple future): for actions that will happen.

Writers must be consistent with tense usage to avoid confusing the reader. For example, when narrating a
past event, mixing passé composé and imparfait appropriately creates a clear and nuanced account.

Fill in the blank: The tense used for completed past actions in French is

-
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GUIDE DES TEMPS VERBAUX EN FRANCAIS

Radical + Terminsions réguleres Actions actuelles, habittues,
-e, es,-€, -ONs, ez, jours. habitides, vérités générales.

Auxiliaire (avoir/étre) Actions achéves pahberéréee, habitides,
@ PASSE COMPOSE au présent + Participe passé.  actions non achévees.

(©  PRESENT

Auxliaire (avoir/étre) au présent Hier, nous visité
Participe passé. le Louvre.

©  IMPARAIT

Radical 'nous" au présent + Quand j'étais jeaasses, habuitdes, habittiees,
Terminsions (ais, -ais, -aiz,-aient, je lisais beaucow.

Infinitif + Termiasions + Actions futures,
Termisions (ai, -ions, -ez-aient).

O CONDITIONEL Demain, il fera beau. Souhahts, hypothé<e de l'imparfit (ais, -as, -ait -
PRESENT ) conseills, politesse.

O CONDITIONEL
PRESE|
Radical "lls" présent + Il faut que nous partins
@SUBJONTIF PRESENT) Termiasions —e,-ions, jez,-ent. mantement.

Infinitif + Termiisions de Volonté, doute, nécessite, sentiments (souvent
(-ais, -ais, ait, jons, -ez,-ont).  (souvent apres “que").

RESSOURCES EDUATIVES LIBLES (REL) - OER

Box 4.2 Common tenses in French composition
4.2.3 Punctuation and its role in clarity

Punctuation refers to the marks used in writing.to separate sentences and clarify meaning. In French,
punctuation plays a vital role in ensuring that ideas are communicated clearly. Common punctuation
marks include the full stop (.), comma (,), question mark (?), and colon (:).

French punctuation rules differ slightly from English. For example, in French, a space is required before
certain marks such as.the-colon, semicolon, and question mark. Correct punctuation helps avoid
ambiguity and improves the flow of the essay.

Fill in the blank:dn French;, a space is required before a mark.
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PONCTUATION FRANCAISE

II fait beau aujourdraui. Je vais Voici mon programe : travailer,
me pronmen. manger, dormir.
Jiaime les pommes, les poires

et le oranges.

Il état tard éxchz moi. Quelle surprise !

Y Il état tard ; je suis rentré chez moi. \ Il a dit : « Je suis fatigué. » )

License CC BY-SA 4.0

Plate 4.2 Punctuation in French writing.

Pilot Questions 4.2

1. Define sentence structure in French composition.

2. Give one example of subject—verb agreement in French.
List two common tenses used in French essays.

Why is consistency in tense usage important?

o &~ w

Fill in'the blank: In French, punctuation helps to avoid

4.3 Expression and Style in French Essays

4.3.1 Building coherence through linking words and phrases

Coherence means that ideas in an essay flow logically and are connected clearly. In French writing,
coherence is often achieved through linking words such as d’abord (first), ensuite (next), cependant
(however), and par conséquent (therefore). These words guide the reader and show relationships between
sentences and paragraphs.

For example: D’abord, nous avons étudié la poésie. Ensuite, nous avons analysé un roman. This
sequence makes the essay easy to follow.
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Fill in the blank: Linking words such as cependant and par conséquent help to build in essays.

GUIDE DES MOTS DE LIAISION

Organisez vos idées en Frangais

ADDITION CONTRASTE CAUSE / CONSEQIENCE
ET MAIS

CAR / PARCE QUE

(And) (But (Because)
DE PLUS CEBEEDANT DONC
(Foretmenre) (Howver) Since)
Aussl NEENAOMMS AINISI
(Ea quie) (Neverlaabise) PROQUQUI)
_IEGM'EMEN PAR CONTRAIRE C’E'ST PONSEDENCE
(Equally) (Toutiou) (-as, -ait
PAR ARRILERRS Toutofoiu EN
(Far arrireers) Yet Consirquently)
RESSOURCES EDUATIVES LIBLES (REL) - OER 51

Figure 4.3 Linking words for ceherence in French essays
4.3.2 Developing fluency and variety in sentence construction

Fluency in writing refers to the smoothness and natural flow of sentences. To achieve fluency, writers
should vary sentence length and structure. Using only short, simple sentences can make writing sound
abrupt, while overly long sentences may confuse the reader.

Variety can be achieved by mixing simple, compound, and complex sentences. For example:
o Simple: Le professeur explique la legon.
e _Compound: Le professeur explique la legon et les étudiants prennent des notes.
e Complex: Le professeur explique la lecon pendant que les étudiants prennent des notes.

Fill.in the blank: Fluency in writing refers to the smoothness and natural of sentences.

)
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GUIDE DE FLUIDITE ET VARIETE DES PHRASES EN FRANGAIS

POURQUOIC'STIMPORTANT Y  STRATEGIES DE CONSTRUCTION EXEMPLES & ASTUCES

@ REND LE TEXTE
2 PLUS NATUREL

Evite la répetition,
done du ryttme.

(Te>> VARIEZLE
i @ INTROUCTIONS

subordonees,
adverbes.

Exemple: Ordre at mots

* Original: "Il a etudié dur pour
recussir."

« Original: "Il a etudié dur
reste a maision”

‘ Exemple : Introduction
= Commenze par: o Variante: 'll pleu. Je reste &
@ o reetioon UTILUZZ DIFFERENTES +malsion”
g/ done durytme. % ol
H plexes, adverbes,
coordinantes, . )
‘ particips. « Variante: ‘Comme, Je etudies3
le etudié dur”
IMPLICVE EL LECTEUR
PLUS LECTRER
Rend I'écriture plus H fie
sophissade et ageeable. f =] JOUEZ AVEC L'ORDRE -®- Déplacez sujets,
{88 STRURE DES MOTS eos phinases 3 voix
i PE==Y Déplacez sujets, complements, haute!
advesre.

RESSOURCES EDUATIVES LIBLES (REL) - OER

Box 4.3 Tips for developing fluency and variety
4.3.3 Avoiding redundancy and improving clarity

Redundancy occurs when unnecessary words or repeated ideas make writing less effective. For example:
Il est absolument nécessaire et indispensable (It is absolutely necessary and indispensable) repeats the
same idea. Instead, one precise word is enough:

Improving clarity means choosing words .and structures that express ideas directly. Writers should avoid
vague terms like chose (thing) and prefer specific vocabulary. Clear writing makes essays more
persuasive and easier to understand.

Fill in the blank: Redundancy occurs when unnecessary words or repeated make writing less

effective.
CLARITY
(Concise & Focused)
REDUNDANCY =t
Repetitive & Cluttered) |
A w——r—ﬁ,z FINAL
: DRAFT
DRAFT 1
DRAFT 1 AGAIN |
SAME \DEAS
Plate 4.3 Redundancy versus clarity in French writing.
Pilot Questions 4.3
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1. Define coherence in French essay writing.

2. Give two examples of linking words used to build coherence.

3. What does fluency in writing refer to?

4. List two tips for improving sentence variety.

5. Fill in the blank: Redundancy occurs when unnecessary words or repeated __ make writing

less effective.

4.4 Practical Application and Error Correction
4.4.1 Identifying and correcting common grammatical errors

One of the most effective ways to improve writing is to recognise common grammatical errors and
learn how to correct them. Frequent mistakes in French include incorrect subject-verb agreement, misuse
of tenses, and confusion between similar words (such as son and sont).-By identifying these errors,
learners can avoid repeating them and strengthen their accuracy.

For example: Les étudiant est motivé is incorrect because the subject is plural. The correct form is Les
étudiants sont motivés.

Fill in the blank: A common grammatical error in French writing. is incorrect subject—verb

GUIDE DES ERREURS GRAMACTALS FREQUENTES

Evitez les pieges courants en francais

ERREUR COURANTE CORRECTION

Le probléme est finit. &% Le probléme est fini. @
& Leprobleme esfinit. X P Vaivisité Paris. @
4P Vaivisité a Paris. LD Levisité Paris. @)
A J'ai visité a Paris. 0/9 Le visite tu viennes. @
A Il faut que tu viens. ® @ Il faut que tu viennes. @)

@ Je suis allé au magasin, aprés jai @@ puis jai mangé.

jai mangé.

RESSOURCES EDUATIVES LIBLES (REL) - OER MIG

Figure 4.4 Common grammatical errors in French writing.
4.4.2 Exercises in improving expression and style

Practical exercises help learners apply rules of grammar and style. These may include rewriting sentences
to improve clarity, replacing vague words with precise vocabulary, or restructuring paragraphs for
coherence.

)
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For instance, instead of writing Il y a beaucoup de choses intéressantes, a stronger expression would be Il
existe de nombreux aspects fascinants. Exercises like these encourage learners to practise precision and
fluency.

Fill in the blank: Replacing vague words with precise vocabulary improves clarity and in writing:

GUIDE DES EXERCICES D’ECRITURE

Amiéleluz votre expression et voutre style en frangais

PRECISION ET CLARTE

Imitation de styles

- Jai visiiet a Paris. i Analyize et de style
@ Réécriture avec ; auteurs varieés
contrartes: i

Transformez des phrases
simples en utiisang des
subordonéees, adverbes.

. i A= Imitation
Chasse aux mots ‘"d,ES: i L© Analyize et reprodue et
Remplace "chose, faire, :

5 style de auteurs varieés
avire, terme, avois.

A Ecriture chronométrée::
Rédige pentant 10 minutes

gur uds sujett suj[egl Reformnulation cibléé Déscription sensorsisile
ONIVC Sas Yous alrewre: Réécritvez de paragarchees : Décritez eun scene
pour tet rendes tnecls de diverisee de 5 senus
concabisiis i
8 Lecture 2 voix houte: Exercices de synraymnie ' Création de métaphores
E Liez vous textes pour Utilizez théstharous pour Invente exprese d' idees
identifisrles tounures lourdes.! diverise la vocaublure : absrates
RESSOURCES EDUATIVES LIBLES (REL) - OER O>®

Box 4.4 Sample exercises for improving expression and style
4.4.3 Peer review and self-editing strategies

Peer review involves sharing your writing with classmates or colleagues for constructive feedback. This
helps identify errors'or weaknesses that you may overlook. Self-editing means reviewing your own work
critically, checking grammar, vocabulary, and style before submission.

Effective self-editing strategies include reading aloud, checking for consistency in tense, and ensuring
punctuation is correct. Peer review and self-editing together foster independence and confidence in
writing.

Fill inthe blank: Reading your essay aloud is a useful strategy for effective

-
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Plate 4.4 Peer review in French writing practice.

Pilot Questions 4.4

1. Give one example of a common grammatical errorin French writing.

2. Why are exercises important for improving expression and style?

3. Define peer review in the context of essay writing.
4. List two strategies for effective self-editing.
5. Fill in the blank: Checking for consistency in is an important part of self-editing.

Series Summary

In this Series, you studied the essential aspects of language, grammar, and expression in French
writing, which are critical for producing clear, accurate, and persuasive essays.

We began with language use in French composition, where you learnt about register and tone,
vocabulary choice, and common pitfalls. You discovered that academic writing requires a formal register,
precise vocabulary, and avoidance of casual or mixed expressions.

Next, we examined grammar essentials for essay writing, focusing on sentence structure, agreement,
tenses, and punctuation. You saw how correct grammar ensures clarity, consistency, and accuracy, and
how French punctuation rules differ slightly from English.

We then explored expression and style in French essays, learning how to build coherence with linking
words, develop fluency through varied sentence structures, and improve clarity by avoiding redundancy.
These techniques help essays flow naturally and remain engaging.
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Finally, we applied these skills in practical exercises and error correction, where you practised
identifying common grammatical mistakes, improving expression through rewriting, and using peer
review and self-editing strategies to refine your work.

Altogether, this Series has equipped you with the tools to write French essays that are not only
structurally sound but also linguistically precise and stylistically effective. You now understand how to
use language appropriately, apply grammar rules consistently, and express ideas with clarity and fluency.

Glossary of Terms

Agreement: The grammatical rule in French requiring subjects and verbs, as well as nouns and
adjectives, to match in number and gender.

Clarity: The quality of writing that makes ideas easy to understand, achieved through precise
vocabulary and correct grammar.

Coherence: The logical flow and connection of ideas in an essay, often achieved through linking
words and phrases.

Fluency: The smoothness and natural flow of sentences in writing, created by varying sentence
length and structure.

Formal register: A level of language use appropriate for academic writing, avoiding slang,
contractions, or casual expressions.

Grammar: The system of rules governing sentence structure, agreement, tense usage, and
punctuation in French writing.

Linking words: Words or phrases such as d’abord, ensuite, cependant, and par conséquent that
connect ideas and build coherence in essays.

Peer review: The process of sharing writing with classmates or colleagues to receive constructive
feedback for improvement.

Punctuation: Marks such as full stops, commas, and question marks used to separate sentences and
clarify meaning in writing.

Redundancy: The unnecessary repetition of words or ideas in writing, which reduces effectiveness
and clarity.

Register: The level of formality in language use, ranging from informal to formal, depending on
the context.

Self-editing: The process of critically reviewing one’s own writing to identify and correct errors in
grammar, vocabulary, and style.

Sentence structure: The arrangement of words in a sentence to form meaningful and
grammatically correct expressions.

-
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e Tone: The attitude or mood conveyed by the writer, which in academic writing should be objective
and respectful.

Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
Objective Questions

1. Academic writing requires a formal , avoiding slang and casual expressions. (Linked to
SLO 4.1)

2. Which of the following is NOT a common French tense used in essays? a) Présent b) Passé
composé ¢) Imparfait d) Conditional perfect (Linked to SLO 4.2)

3. Linking words such as cependant and par conséquent help to build in essays. (Linked to
SLO 4.3)

4. Reading your essay aloud is a useful strategy for effective . (Linked to SLO 4.4)

5. In French, a space is required before a mark. (Linked to SLO 4.2)

Short-Answer Questions

1. Define register in French academic writing. (Linked to SLO 4.1)

2. Give one example of subject—verb agreement in French. (Linked to SLO 4.2)

3. State two tips for improving sentence variety. (Linked to SLO 4.3)

4. What is peer review in the context of essay writing? (Linked to SLO 4.4)

5. Why is precision in vocabulary important in French composition? (Linked to SLO 4.1)
Long-Answer Questions

1. Analyse the importance of register and tone in French academic writing. (Linked to SLO 4.1)

2. Explain how sentence structure and agreement contribute to clarity in French essays. (Linked to
SLO 4.2)

3./ Evaluate the role of coherence, fluency, and clarity in effective French essay writing. (Linked to
SLO 4.3)

4. Demonstrate how peer review and self-editing strategies can improve French writing. (Linked to
SLO 4.4)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
Objective Questions

1. Register

2. d) Conditional perfect
)
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3. Coherence

4. Self-editing

5. Colon (or other marks requiring spacing, e.g., semicolon, question mark)
Short-Answer Questions

1. Register is the level of formality in language use, ranging from informal to formal.
Les étudiants sont motivés (students are motivated).
Mix simple, compound, and complex sentences; balance short and long sentences.

Peer review is sharing writing with classmates or colleagues to receive/constructive feedback.

o ~ D>

Precision ensures clarity, avoids ambiguity, and strengthens the effectiveness of writing.

Long-Answer Questions

1. Basic response: Register and tone ensure essays are formal, respectful, and suitable for academic
contexts.

Value-added response: They also establish credibility, demonstrate awareness of audience, and
distinguish academic writing from.casual communication.

2. Basic response: Correct sentence structure and agreement make writing grammatically accurate
and easy to understand.

Value-added response: Varied structures enhance fluency, while proper agreement reflects
mastery of grammar and prevents misinterpretation.

3. Basic response: Coherence connects ideas logically, fluency ensures smooth flow, and clarity
makes writing understandable.

Value-added response: Together, they improve persuasiveness, reader engagement, and stylistic
sophistication.

4. Basic response: Peer review provides external feedback, while self-editing helps identify and
correct errors.

Value-added response: These strategies foster independence, critical thinking, collaborative
learning, and confidence in writing.

References and Attributions [Series 4]

General References

e Course content adapted from FRE 104: Introduction to Composition Writing in French (2 Units),
University course document provided.
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Figures

Boxes

-

General principles of French grammar, register, and style are based on standard practices in
French language pedagogy.

Figure 4.1 Registers of language in French writing

o Al prompt: “Create a simple educational diagram showing informal, neutral, and formal
registers in French with examples.”

o Suggested OER search string: “register levels in French academic writing OER”
Figure 4.2 Sentence structure and agreement in French writing

o Al prompt: “Create a simple educational diagram showing subject—verb and noun—
adjective agreement in French sentences.”

o Suggested OER search string: “French grammar agreement diagram OER”
Figure 4.4 Common grammatical errors in French writing

o Al prompt: “Create a simple educational diagram showing common French grammatical
errors and their corrections.”

o Suggested OER search string: “common French grammar errors OER”

Box 4.1 Tips for precise vocabulary choice

o Al prompt: “Generate a simple educational infographic listing tips for precise vocabulary
choice in French writing.”

o Suggested OER search string: “precise vocabulary in French essays OER”
Box 4.2 Common tenses in-French composition

o <Alprompt: “Generate a simple educational infographic listing common French tenses
with-examples.”

o Suggested OER search string: “French tenses in composition OER”
Box 4.3 Tips for developing fluency and variety

o Al prompt: “Generate a simple educational infographic listing tips for fluency and variety
in French sentence construction.”

o Suggested OER search string: “French essay fluency sentence variety OER”
Box 4.4 Sample exercises for improving expression and style

o Al prompt: “Generate a simple educational infographic listing exercises to improve
expression and style in French writing.”
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o Suggested OER search string: “French writing exercises clarity fluency OER”
Plates
e Plate 4.1 Common pitfalls in French language use

o Al prompt: “Generate a symbolic image of a warning sign representing pitfalls in French
language use.”

o Suggested OER search string: “common pitfalls in French writing OER”
o Plate 4.2 Punctuation in French writing

o Al prompt: “Generate an educational image showing punctuation marks with examples in
French sentences.”

o Suggested OER search string: “French punctuation rules OER”
e Plate 4.3 Redundancy versus clarity in French writing

o Al prompt: “Generate a symbolic image of a cluttered desk labelled redundancy and a
clean desk labelled clarity.”

o Suggested OER search string: “redundancy clarity writing symbolic image OER”
e Plate 4.4 Peer review in French writing practice

o Al prompt: “Generate a symbolic image of two students reviewing each other’s essays
for peer feedback.”

o Suggested OER search string: “peerreview in French writing OER”
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Series 5

Course Code: FRE 104

Course Title: Introduction to Composition Writing in French

Course Credit load: 2 Units

List Series:

Series 1: Foundations of French Composition Writing

Series 2: Structure and Organisation of Ideas in French Essays

Series 3: Types of Composition in French: Narrative, Descriptive, Argumentative.
Series 4: Language, Grammar, and Expression in French Writing.

Series 5: Practical Applications: Simple Essays on Life, Family, and Community.

Parts Outline for Series 5
Part 5.1 Writing simple essays about life experiences

5.1.1 Recounting personal events (narrative style)
5.1.2 Describing daily routines and habits (descriptive style)
5.1.3 Reflecting on lessons learnt (argumentative or reflective style)

Part 5.2 Writing simple essays about family

5.2.1 Describing family members and relationships
5.2.2 Narrating family traditions and celebrations
5.2.3 Discussing family values and responsibilities

Part 5.3 Writing simple essays about.community

5.3.1 Describing neighbourhoods and local settings
5.3.2 Narrating community events and activities
5.3.3 Debating.community challenges and solutions

Part 5.4 Integrating life, family, and community in composition practice

5.4.1 Choosing.appropriate essay type for each theme
5.4.2'Combining narrative, descriptive, and argumentative approaches
5.4.3 Practical writing exercises and peer sharing

Introduction

Writing essays about everyday themes such as life, family, and community allows learners to practise
composition skills in contexts that are familiar and meaningful. These topics provide opportunities to
apply narrative, descriptive, and argumentative techniques in simple yet effective ways. By focusing on
personal and social experiences, learners can strengthen their confidence in expressing ideas in French.
)
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The aim of this Series is to help you develop practical writing skills by composing short essays on
common themes. You will learn how to recount personal experiences, describe family and community
life, and reflect on values and challenges. This practice will consolidate your knowledge of essay types
while encouraging creativity and self-expression.

We shall begin with life experiences, where you will practise recounting events, describing routines, and
reflecting on lessons learnt. Next, we will move to family essays, focusing on relationships, traditions,
and values. We will then explore community essays, describing neighbourhoods, narrating events, and
debating challenges. Finally, we will integrate these themes in practical composition exercises,
combining narrative, descriptive, and argumentative approaches to producing well-rounded essays.

Series Learning Outcomes [Series 5]
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 5.1: recount personal life experiences in French using narrative, descriptive, and reflective
styles.

e SLO 5.2: describe family members, traditions, and values with clarity and appropriate
vocabulary.

e SLO 5.3: compose essays about community settings, events, and challenges, applying suitable
essay structures.

e SLO 5.4: integrate themes of life, family, and community in practical composition exercises,
combining narrative, descriptive, and argumentative approaches.

5.1 Writing Simple Essays About Life Experiences
5.1.1 Recounting personal events (narrative style)

A narrative essay is atype of writing that tells a story or recounts an event. In French composition, this
style is often used to describe personal experiences such as a memorable day, a trip, or an achievement.
The key featuresof narrative writing are a clear sequence of events, characters, and a setting.

For example: Hier, j'ai visité le marché avec mes amis. Nous avons acheté des fruits et discuté avec les
vendeurs. This short narrative recounts a past event in chronological order.

Fillin the blank: A narrative essay recounts an event with a clear of actions.
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STRUCTURE D’UNE DISSERTATION NARRATIVE EN FRANCAIS

INTRODUCTION (Introduction)
7« Accroche (Hook/Context)
(& = These / Idée principale (Thesis/Main Idea)
£ » Annonce du plan (Outline of events)

@ Transitions (ex: Tout d’abord, Pour commencer)

EVENEMENTS & DEVELOPPEMENT (Events & Development / Body)

y Paragraphe 1: Paragraphe 2: Action Paragraphe 3:
Evénement initial / Contexte croissante / Péripéties Point culminant / Réflexion
\—) Ordre Chronologique et Réflexion Per Il —/

{L Transitions (ex: Ensuite, Puis, Plus tard)

CONCLUSION (Conclusion)

« Rappel de la thése (Restate thesis)
« Résumé des points clés (Summary of events)
« Ouverture / Pensée finale (Final thought/Insight)

Ressource Educative Libre (REL/OER)

Figure 5.1 Structure of a narrative essay.
5.1.2 Describing daily routines and habits (descriptive style)

A descriptive essay focuses on painting a vivid picture of a person, place, or activity. When writing about
daily routines, learners should use sensory details and precise vocabulary to‘make the description
engaging.

For example: Chaque matin, je me leve a six heures. Je prends mon petit déjeuner composé de pain et de
café, puis je marche jusqu’a l’école en observant les rues animées. This description uses details to create
a clear image of the routine.

Fill in the blank: A descriptive essay uses details to create vivid images for the reader.

CONSEILS POUR L’ECRITURE DESCRIPTIVE :
ROUTINES QUOTIDIENNES

N 1. EVEILLEZ LES 5 SENS (Vue, *~. 4.MONTREZ, NE DITES PAS
@ Ouie, Odorat, Goiit, Toucher) - (Show, Don't Tell) - lllustrez les
Décrivez les détails sensoriels. émotions par des actions.

__e 2.UTILISEZ DES VERBES — 5. SUIVEZ UN ORDRE
“—?— D'ACTION VIFS - Préférez 'se @ CHRONOLOGIQUE - Structurez
précipiter' a 'aller vite'. o la routine du matin au soir.

— 3. SOYEZ PRECIS AVEC LES 6. EMPLOYEZ DES FIGURES DE
g‘ ADJECTIFS - Choisissez des mots (/B STYLE - Utilisez des
X évocateurs et spécifiques. ﬁ? comparaisons ou des
métaphores.

Ressource Educative Libre (REL) : "descriptive essay daily routine OER”
Box 5.1 Tips for descriptive writing about routines
5.1.3 Reflecting on lessons learnt (argumentative or reflective style)

A reflective essay allows the writer to think about experiences and draw lessons from them. This style
often overlaps with argumentative writing, where the writer presents a viewpoint supported by reasons.

-
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For example: Apres avoir participé a une compétition sportive, j’ai compris l'importance de la discipline
et du travail en équipe. Here, the writer reflects on a personal experience and explains the lesson learnt.

Fill in the blank: A reflective essay often overlaps with writing, where viewpoints are supported
by reasons.

Plate 5.1 Reflection.in essay writing.

Pilot Questions 5.1
1. Define narrative essay in French compaosition.
2. Give one example of a descriptive detail in daily routine writing.
3. Why is precision important in descriptive essays?
4. What is the purpose of a reflective essay?

5. Fill in the blank: A reflective essay often overlaps with writing.

5.2 Writing Simple Essays About Family
5.2.1 Describing family members and relationships

A family essay often begins with descriptions of family members and the roles they play. In French
composition, this requires careful use of vocabulary for physical appearance, personality traits, and
relationships. For example: Ma mére est gentille et travailleuse. Mon pére aime raconter des histoires.
Jai deux frérves qui sont tres sportifs.

)
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When describing family, it is important to use adjectives accurately and ensure agreement in gender and
number.

Fill in the blank: When describing family members, adjectives must agree in gender and

LES ADJECTIFS DESCRIPTIFS ET L'ACCORD (FAMILLE)

MASCULIN SINGULIER W PLURIEL (MASCULIN & FEMININ)
A -~ -

Mon pere est... o Ma mere est... n Mes fréres/sceurs sont... zﬂ

grand —> tall —> grande —» grande — grands/grandes tall
petit —» short —> petite —» short =~ — petits / petites short
gentil — kind —> gentille — kind —> gentils / gentilles kind
sportif — athletic = —> sportive — athletic — sportifs / sportives athletic

occupé — busy —> occupée — busy —> occupés / occupées busy
vieux — old —> vieille —» old —> vieux / vieilles old
beau —» handsome —» belle = —» beautiful —>» beaux / belles beautiful

Ressource Educative Libre (REL) - French Adjectives Family Description OER i:;m@@

Figure 5.2 Adjectives and agreement in family descriptions.
5.2.2 Narrating family traditions and celebrations

Family essays can also focus on traditions and celebrations, such as birthdays, weddings, or cultural
festivals. These essays often combinemnarrative and descriptive styles, recounting events while painting
vivid pictures of the atmosphere.

For example: Chaque année, nous célébrons Noél ensemble. Nous décorons la maison, préparons un
grand repas, et chantons des chansons traditionnelles.

Fill in the blank: Family traditions and-celebrations often combine narrative and styles of writing.

EXEMPLES DE TRADITIONS FAMILIALES
POUR DISSERTATIONS EN FRANCAIS

REPAS & FETES CYCLES DE VIE TEMPS ENSEMBLE VALEURS &
(Meals & Celebrations) (Life Cycles) (Time Together) TRANSMISSION

W, ., 829 X (V\a!lfes&Transmsio)
535991 & R, s

; « Histoires de Famille
fﬁ:g)ly el gy (Family Stories)
« Noél : Réveillon, messe * Baptémes / * Recettes Secrétes

« Vacances en Famille
(Family Vacations)

« Jeux de Société
(Board Games)

« Mariages (Weddings) :
Mairie, église, féte

de minuit, biiche Communions - (Secret Recipes)
» Paques : Chasse aux (Baptisms/Communions) ;;m:;aa‘::: (sunday * Respect des Ainés
ceufs, repas d'agneau * Remises de diplomes Walks) (Respect’for Elders)
« Anniversaires : Gateau, (Graduations) « Soirées Cinéma * Solidarité Familiale
bougies, cadeaux (Movie Nights) (Family Solidarity)

Ressource Educative Libre (REL) : French Essay Examples

Box 5.2 Examples of family traditions to write about
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5.2.3 Discussing family values and responsibilities

Beyond descriptions and traditions, essays can explore family values such as respect, unity, and
responsibility. This often requires reflective or argumentative writing, where learners explain the
importance of these values and how they shape family life.

For example: Dans ma famille, nous croyons gue le respect des ainés est essentiel. Cela crée une
atmosphere de confiance et d’harmonie.

Fill in the blank: Writing about family values often requires or argumentative style to explain their
importance.

Plate 5.2 Family values in essay writing.

Pilot Questions 5.2
1. Give one example of an adjective used to describe a family member.
2. Why is agreement important when describing family members?
3./ Listtwo family traditions that can be written about in essays.
4. What writing style is often used to explain family values?

5. Fill'in the blank: Family traditions and celebrations often combine narrative and styles.

5.3 Writing Simple Essays About Community

5.3.1 Describing neighbourhoods and local settings

-
De-a)
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A community essay often begins with descriptions of neighbourhoods, towns, or villages. In French
composition, this requires the use of precise vocabulary for places, landmarks, and activities. For
example: Mon quartier est animé. Il y a un marché, une école, et un petit parc ou les enfants jouent.

When describing community settings, learners should organise their ideas logically, moving from general
features to specific details.

Fill in the blank: When describing a neighbourhood, it is important to use precise for places and
landmarks.

VOCABULAIRE DE LA DESCRIPTION DU QUARTIER
(Neighborhood Description Vocabulary)

g LIEUX (Places) VS ADJECTIFS (Adjectives)
e {2 la maison (house) * ©) animé (lively)
* £ le parc (park) * © calme (quiet)
o fop I'école (school) o (O ancien (old)
L * B le magasin (shop) k- [&8 moderne (modern)
_ /
( SERVICES (Services) N Lf TRANSPORTS (Transport) |
« = 'hopital (hospital) o £ l'arrét de bus (bus stop)
* X la poste (post office) * @ la station de métro (subway station)
* [1] la bibliothéque (library) * &b la piste cyclable (bicycle path)
L- (&} le commissariat (police station) J * & le parking (parking lot)

Ressource Educative Libre (REL/OER) - CC BY-SA 4.0

Figure 5.3 Vocabulary categories for community descriptions.
5.3.2 Narrating community events.and activities

Community essays can also focus on events and activities, such as festivals, meetings, or sports
competitions. These essays often.combine narrative and descriptive styles, recounting what happened
while painting a vivid picture of the atmosphere.

For example: La semaine derniére, notre communauté a organisé une féte culturelle. Les habitants ont
préparé des plats traditionnels et les enfants ont présenté des danses.

Fill in the blank:‘Community events and activities often combine narrative and styles of writing.

o)
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EXEMPLES D'EVENEMENTS COMMUNAUTAIRES
POUR DISSERTATIONS EN FRANCAIS

'FETES CULTURELLES ET NATIONALES /- COBD EVENEMENTS LOCAUX ET TRADITIONNELS .E-
(Cultural & National Festivals) fj o (Local & Traditional Events) [%

e La Féte de la Musique (21juin) - Concerts gratuits dans les rues. o Les Marchés de Noél (ex: Strashourg) - Chalets, artisanat, vin chaud.

o Le 14 Juillet (Bastille Day) - Défilés militaires, feux d'artifice, bals o Fétes de Village / Fétes Patronales - Repas communautaires,
populaires. jeux traditionnels.

e Le Carnaval (ex: Nice, Dunkerque) - Défilés de chars, costumes, o Fétes des Vendanges (ex: Montmartre) - Célébration de la
confettis. récolte du raisin.

Lo Journée Internationale de la Francophonie (20 mars). o Vide-greniers / Brocantes - Marchés aux puces communautaires.)

J N\

f Ve \
Q) ACTIONS SOLIDAIRES ET CITOYENNES = =S5 - ACTIVITES EDUCATIVES ET LUDIQUES
&\ (J (Solidarity & Civic Actions) | @ | &. (Educational & Fun Activities)

o Féte des Voisins - Rencontres conviviales entre voisins. o La Semaine du Goilt - Découverte culinaire dans Ies écoles.
* Journées du Patrimoine - Visites gratuites de lieux historiques. * Nuit Blanche (Paris) - Installations artistiques nocturnes.
» Téléthon / Actions Caritatives - Collectes de fonds pour des * Soirées Cinéma / Débats - Projections de films suivies de
causes. discussions.
* Opérations "Nettoyons la Nature" - Nettoyage collectif * Rencontres Intergénérationnelles - Partage d'expériences
\_ d'espaces publics. ) \_ entreages. y

Ressource Educative Libre (REL/OER) : Community Events for French Essays

Box 5.3 Examples of community events to write about.
5.3.3 Debating community challenges and solutions

Beyond descriptions and events, essays canexplore.community challenges such as waste management,
traffic, or lack of facilities. This often requires.argumentative writing, where learners present problems
and propose solutions.

For example: Dans notre quartier, le probleme principal est la gestion des déchets. Je pense que la
solution est d’organiser un systéme de recyclage et de sensibiliser les habitants.

Fill in the blank: Writing about.community challenges often requires style to present problems
and propose solutions.

COMMUNITY
SOLUTIONS LAB

OER - OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Plate 5.3 Debating community challenges in essay writing.
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Pilot Questions 5.3

1.

o &~ w

5.4 Integrating Life, Family, And Community in Composition Practice

Give one example of vocabulary used to describe a neighbourhood.
Why is organisation important when describing community settings?
List two examples of community events suitable for essays.

What writing style is often used to discuss community challenges?

Fill in the blank: Community events and activities often combine narrative and

5.4.1 Choosing appropriate essay type for each theme

styles.

When writing about everyday themes such as life, family, and community, it is important to select the
appropriate essay type. A narrative essay works well for recounting events, a descriptive essay is
suitable for painting vivid pictures of routines or traditions, and an argumentative essay is best for
discussing values or challenges.

For example, describing a family celebration may require a descriptive style, while reflecting on the
importance of respect in family life may require an argumentative style.

Fill in the blank: A descriptive essay is most suitable for painting vivid

ESSAY TYPES FOR EVERYDAY THEMES

5.4.2 Combining narrative, descriptive, and argumentative approaches

of routines or traditions.

Mon histoire personnelle
(My personal story) "\

DESCRIPTIVE:
Un jour ordinaire
(An ordinary day) =~

REFLECTIVE:
Mes choix de vie
(My life choices)

AT

N |/

ESSAY TYPES & EXAMPLES
(Types et exemples de dissertation) Q

DESCRIPTIVE  REFLECTIVE
(Painting a picture) ~(Exploring thoughts
& feelings)

N

e

Fessoume Educative Libre (REL/OER) - Creative Commons License]

4

e
\\

| |
[ o [ FAMILY
ﬁ% (La Famille)
* NARRATIVE: DESCRIPTIVE: « REFLECTIVE: F
LIFE Une tradition Le portrait de  L’importance des COMMUN'TY,
(La Vie) familiale ma mére liens (La Communauté)
A family traditi M ther’ it) (Import f bond.
o NARRATIVE: (A family tradition) (My mother’s portrait) (Importance of bonds) « NARRATIVE:

Un événement local
' (Alocal event)

DESCRIPTIVE:
Mon quartier
= (My neighborhood)

REFLECTIVE:
Mon role citoyen
(My citizen role)

Figure 5.4 Choosing essay types for everyday themes.

In practice, essays often combine different approaches. For example, when writing about a community
festival, you may narrate the sequence of events, describe the atmosphere, and argue about its importance
for cultural identity. This combination makes essays richer and more engaging.
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Learners should practise blending styles naturally, ensuring that transitions between narrative, descriptive,

and argumentative sections are s

mooth.

Fill in the blank: Combining different essay approaches makes writing richer and more

COMBINER LES APPROCHES : NARRATIVE, DESCRIPTIVE ET ARGUMENTATIVE

23 B ST
‘ APPROCHE APPROCHE T / APPROCHE
EE narratve [ ). DESCRIPTIVE € "('rga‘:m“g" &L () ARGUMENTATIVE
(Raconter) (Décrire) 9 (Convaincre)

« Racontez une histoire pour
introduire le sujet (Tell a
story to introduce the topic).

» Utilisez des anecdotes pour
illustrer des points clés (Use ©

avec le lecteur (Create an
emotional connection).

 Peignez une scéne vivante
avec des détails sensoriels
(Paint a vivid scene with
sensory details).
-J|>  Décrivez les lieux ou les

» Evoguez une atmosphere
pour renforcer le message
(Evoke an atmosphere to
reinforce the message).

=

 Transition fluide : Utilisez
des connecteurs logiques
(Smooth transition: Use
logical connectors).

doit servir le but global (Goal:
Each element must serve the
overall purpose).

« Présentez une thése claire et
des arguments solides
(Present a clear thesis and
solid arguments).

> « Equilibre : Ne laissez pas un > « Utilisez le récit et la

anecdotes to illustrate key personnes pour ancrer style dominer (Balance: description comme preuves
points). I'argument (Describe places Don't let one style dominate). (Use narrative and description
* Créez un lien émotionnel or people to anchor the * Objectif : Chaque élément as evidence).

« Anticipez et réfutez les
contre-arguments (Anticipate
and refute counter-
arguments),

‘25 RESULTAT : ESSAIS PLUS RICHES ET PERSUASIFS

« Un essai qui engage, informe et convainc (An essay that engages, informs, and persuades).
 Une démonstration plus nuancée et mémorable (A more nuanced and memorable demonstration).

<

Ressource Educative Libre (REL/OER) : "combining essay types French writing OER"

Box 5.4 Tips foricombining essay approaches
5.4.3 Practical writing exercises and peer sharing

The best way to master essay writing is through practice. Learners should attempt short essays on life,
family, and community, applying the techniques studied in earlier Parts. Exercises may include writing
about a memorable day, describing a family tradition, or debating a community challenge.

Peer sharing is also valuable. By exchanging essays with classmates, learners can receive feedback, learn
new expressions, and improve their writing style.

Fill in the blank: Exchanging essays with classmates for feedback is called sharing.

OURCES - COLLABORATION

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RES

SHARED

PEER FEEDBACK
& LEARNING
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Plate 5.4 Peer sharing in essay practice.

Pilot Questions 5.4
1. Which essay type is most suitable for describing family traditions?
Why is it useful to combine narrative, descriptive, and argumentative approaches?

Give one example of a practical writing exercise on community.

A wn

What is peer sharing in essay writing?

5. Fillin the blank: Combining different essay approaches makes writing richer and more

Series Summary

In this Series, you explored the practical application of essay writing by focusing on everyday themes
of life, family, and community. The aim was to help you practise narrative, descriptive, and
argumentative styles in contexts that are familiar and meaningful.

We began with life experiences, where you learnt.to recount personal events in narrative style, describe
daily routines with vivid details, and reflect-on lessons learnt through a reflective or argumentative
approach. This gave you the foundation'to express personal perspectives clearly and confidently.

Next, we examined family essays, focusing on describing family members and relationships, narrating
traditions and celebrations, and discussing values and responsibilities. These exercises helped you practise
agreement in adjectives, combine narrative and descriptive styles, and reflect on the importance of family
values.

We then moved to community essays, where you described neighbourhoods and local settings, narrated
community events, and debated challenges with possible solutions. This section encouraged you to use
precise vocabulary, organise ideas logically, and apply argumentative writing to real-life issues.

Finally, we.integrated all three themes in composition practice, where you learnt to choose appropriate
essay types, combine narrative, descriptive, and argumentative approaches, and engage in practical
writing exercises with peer sharing. This integration reinforced your ability to produce well-rounded
essays that are engaging, clear, and persuasive.

Altogether, this Series has equipped you with the skills to write simple essays on life, family, and
community, while applying the techniques of coherence, fluency, and clarity studied earlier. You now
have the confidence to express personal and social experiences in French composition with accuracy and
style.

Glossary of Terms

)
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e Narrative essay: A type of writing that recounts events or tells a story in chronological order.

o Descriptive essay: A style of writing that uses sensory details and precise vocabulary to create
vivid images for the reader.

o Reflective essay: A composition that allows the writer to think about personal experiences and
draw lessons from them.

e Argumentative essay: A type of writing where the writer presents a viewpoint supported by
reasons and evidence.

e Adjective agreement: The grammatical rule in French requiring adjectives to match the gender and
number of the nouns they describe.

o Family traditions: Customs or practices passed down within families, such as celebrations, rituals,
or cultural events.

o Family values: Principles such as respect, unity, and responsibility.that guide family relationships
and behaviour.

o Community essay: A composition focusing on neighbourhoods; local/settings, events, or
challenges within a social group.

o Community challenges: Issues faced by a neighbourhood or group, such as waste management,
traffic, or lack of facilities.

o Essay type selection: The process.of choosing the mast suitable style (narrative, descriptive,
argumentative) for a given theme.

e Combining approaches: The practice of blending narrative, descriptive, and argumentative styles
within one essay to enrich writing.

o Peer sharing: Thesexchange of essays among classmates or colleagues to receive feedback and
improve writing skills.

Concept Check Questions [Series 5]
Objective Questions
1. A narrative essay recounts events in order. (Linked to SLO 5.1)

2. Which of the following is NOT a family value commonly discussed in essays? a) Respect b)
Unity c) Responsibility d) Speed (Linked to SLO 5.2)

3. Community essays often require precise to describe neighbourhoods and local settings.
(Linked to SLO 5.3)

4. Peer sharing involves exchanging essays with for feedback. (Linked to SLO 5.4)
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5.

Which essay type is most suitable for debating community challenges? a) Narrative b)
Descriptive c) Argumentative d) Reflective (Linked to SLO 5.3)

Short-Answer Questions

1.

A w

Define a descriptive essay in French composition. (Linked to SLO 5.1)

Give one example of a family tradition suitable for essay writing. (Linked to SLO 5.2)

Why is adjective agreement important when describing family members? (Linked to SLO 5.2)
List two examples of community events that can be written about in essays. (Linked to SLO 5.3)

What is the benefit of combining narrative, descriptive, and argumentative'approaches in/'one
essay? (Linked to SLO 5.4)

Long-Answer Questions

1.
2.
3.
4.

Analyse the importance of recounting life experiences in narrative essays. (Linked to SLO 5.1)
Explain how describing family traditions strengthens essay writing. (Linked to SLO 5.2)
Evaluate the role of community essays in developing social awareness. (Linked to SLO 5.3)

Demonstrate how integrating life, family, and community themes improves composition practice.
(Linked to SLO 5.4)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5]

Objective Questions

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Chronological
d) Speed
Vocabulary
Classmates

c) Argumentative

Short-Answer Questions

1.

)
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A descriptive essay uses sensory details and precise vocabulary to create vivid images for the
reader.

Example: Celebrating birthdays.
Adjective agreement ensures accuracy and clarity by matching gender and number with nouns.
Cultural festivals; sports competitions.

Combining approaches makes essays richer, more engaging, and stylistically varied.
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Long-Answer Questions

1. Basic response: Narrative essays help learners practise recounting events clearly and in
sequence.

Value-added response: They also develop storytelling skills, enhance cultural expression, and
connect personal experiences with broader themes.

2. Basic response: Family traditions provide familiar content that learners can describe vividly and
meaningfully.

Value-added response: They highlight cultural identity, foster intergenerational understanding,
and enrich essays with authentic details.

3. Basic response: Community essays help learners describe neighbourhoods, narrate events, and
discuss challenges.

Value-added response: They encourage civic responsibility;-eritical thinking about social issues,
and engagement with solutions for community development.

4. Basic response: Integration allows learners to practise different essay types and apply them to
everyday contexts.

Value-added response: It fosters.versatility, encourages creativity, and prepares learners to write
essays that are holistic, persuasive, and socially relevant.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5]

Pilot Questions 5.1

1. A narrative essay is a type of writing that recounts events or tells a story in chronological order.
2. Example: Chaque matin, je me leve a six heures. (This is a descriptive detail of a routine.)
3. Precision.ensures clarity and vividness, helping the reader to imagine the routine accurately.
4. The purpose of a reflective essay is to think about experiences and draw lessons from them.
5. <Argumentative.
Pilot Questions 5.2
1. Example: gentille (kind) used to describe a mother.

2. Agreement ensures adjectives match the gender and number of the nouns they describe, making
writing grammatically correct.

3. Birthdays; weddings.
4. Reflective or argumentative style.

5. Descriptive.
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Pilot Questions 5.3
1. Example: marché (market).
2. Organisation ensures ideas flow logically, moving from general features to specific details.
3. Cultural festivals; sports competitions.
4. Argumentative style.
5. Descriptive.
Pilot Questions 5.4
1. Descriptive essay.
2. It makes essays richer, more engaging, and stylistically varied.
Example: Writing about waste management in the community.

Peer sharing is exchanging essays with classmates for feedback:

o &~ w

Engaging.

References and Attributions [Series 5]
General References

e Course content adapted from FRE 104: Introduction to Composition Writing in French (2 Units),
University course document provided.

e General principles of essay writing styles (narrative, descriptive, argumentative, reflective) are
based on standard practices in French language pedagogy.

Figures
e Figure5.1 Structure of a narrative essay

o ' Alprompt: “Create a simple educational diagram showing the structure of a narrative
essay with introduction, events, and conclusion.”

o Suggested OER search string: “narrative essay structure diagram OER”
o Figure 5.2 Adjectives and agreement in family descriptions

o Al prompt: “Create a simple educational diagram showing adjectives used to describe
family members with correct gender and number agreement.”

o Suggested OER search string: “French adjectives family description OER”

e Figure 5.3 Vocabulary categories for community descriptions
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o Al prompt: “Create a simple educational diagram showing vocabulary categories for
describing community settings in French.”

o Suggested OER search string: “French vocabulary neighbourhood description OER”
e Figure 5.4 Choosing essay types for everyday themes

o Al prompt: “Create a simple educational diagram showing which essay type fits life,
family, and community themes.”

o Suggested OER search string: “essay types for everyday themes OER”
Boxes
o Box 5.1 Tips for descriptive writing about routines

o Al prompt: “Generate a simple educational infographic listing tips for descriptive writing
about routines in French.”

o Suggested OER search string: “descriptive essay daily routine OER”
o Box 5.2 Examples of family traditions to write about

o Al prompt: “Generate a simple educational infographic listing examples of family
traditions suitable for French essays.”

o Suggested OER search string: “family traditions French essay OER”
e Box 5.3 Examples of community events to write about

o Al prompt: “Generate a simple educational infographic listing examples of community
events suitablefor French essays.”

o Suggested OER search string: “community events French essay OER”
e Box 5.4 Tipsfor combining-essay approaches

o <Alprompt: “Generate a simple educational infographic listing tips for combining
narrative, descriptive, and argumentative approaches in essays.”

o Suggested OER search string: “combining essay types French writing OER”
Plates
o Plate 5.1 Reflection in essay writing

o Al prompt: “Generate a symbolic image of a student reflecting on past experiences for a
reflective essay.”

o Suggested OER search string: “reflective essay symbolic image OER”

e Plate 5.2 Family values in essay writing
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o Al prompt: “Generate a symbolic image of a family sitting together representing unity
and values.”

o Suggested OER search string: “family values symbolic image OER”
o Plate 5.3 Debating community challenges in essay writing

o Al prompt: “Generate a symbolic image of a group of people discussing solutions to
community problems.”

o Suggested OER search string: “community challenges solutions symbolic image OER”
e Plate 5.4 Peer sharing in essay practice

o Al prompt: “Generate a symbolic image of students exchanging essays and giving
feedback in a classroom setting.”

o Suggested OER search string: “peer sharing essay writing OER”
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