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Series 1

Course Code: FRE 103

Course Title: Introduction to French Grammar

Course Credit load: 2 Units

List Series:

Series 1: Foundations of French Lexical Acquisition.

Series 2: Articles, Gender, and Plural Formation in French Grammar

Series 3: Verb Identification and Conjugation Across Key Tenses.

Series 4: Sentence Structures: Negative, Interrogative, and Imperative Forms.

Series 5: Interference of English and the Challenge of Faux Amis.

Parts Outline for Series 1
Part 1.1: Introduction to Lexical Acquisition

1.1.1 Definition and importance of lexical acquisition.
1.1.2 Role of vocabulary in French grammar
1.1.3  Strategies for building a French lexicon

Part 1.2: Categories of Words in French

1.2.1 Verbs and their functions

1.2.2 Nouns and gender distinctions
1.2.3 Adjectives.and agreement rules
1.2.4 Adverbs and prepositional phrases

Part 1.3: Sentence Building with Basic Vocabulary

1.3.1 Constructing simple sentences in the present tense
1.3.2 Using acquired vocabulary in context
1.3:3 Common errors in lexical use and corrections

Part1.4: Lexical Challenges in French Learning

1.4.1 Influence of English on French vocabulary acquisition
1.4.2 dentifying and avoiding faux amis
1.4.3 Practical exercises for overcoming interference

Introduction

Learning a new language often begins with words, since vocabulary forms the foundation upon which
grammar and communication are built. In French, acquiring a solid lexical base is essential for

)
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constructing meaningful sentences and for progressing to more complex grammatical structures. This
Series will guide you through the process of building and organising vocabulary, helping you to
appreciate how words function within the French language and how they contribute to effective
communication.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the skills to acquire, categorise, and apply French vocabulary
correctly, so that you can begin to form simple sentences with confidence and accuracy.

We shall commence this Series by examining the concept of lexical acquisition and its importance. in
language learning. Next, we will explore the categories of words in French, including verbs;.nouns,
adjectives, adverbs, and prepositional phrases, and consider how they function in sentences. Following
that, we will move on to constructing simple sentences using basic vocabulary, with attention to common
errors and their corrections. Finally, we will conclude by addressing lexical challenges such as the
influence of English and the problem of faux amis, while offering practical strategies to overcome these
difficulties.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
o SLO 1.1 define lexical acquisition and explain itsiimportance in learning French vocabulary,

e SLO 1.2 categorise French words into verbs, nouns, adjectives, adverbs, and prepositional
phrases,

e SLO 1.3 apply acquired vocabulary to construct simple sentences in the present tense,
e SLO 1.4 analyse common lexical errors in French and demonstrate appropriate corrections, and

e SLO 1.5 evaluate the influence of English on French vocabulary acquisition and identify
strategies to avoid faux amis.

1.1°Introduction to Lexical Acquisition

1.1.1 Definition and importance of lexical acquisition

Lexical acquisition refers to the process of learning and internalising vocabulary in a language. In
French, this involves recognising words, understanding their meanings, and knowing how to use them
correctly in sentences. Vocabulary is the building block of communication, since without words, grammar
cannot function effectively. A strong lexical base allows learners to express ideas clearly and to progress
towards mastering more complex structures.

Fill in the blank: The process of learning and internalising vocabulary in a language is called

)
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OER Diagram: The Vocabulary Foundation of Grammar in Language Learning

GRAMMAR
(Rules & Structure)

Open Educational Resource

Figure 1.1: Vocabulary as the foundation of grammar.

1.1.2 Role of vocabulary in French grammar.

In French, vocabulary plays a central rolein shaping sentence structure. Verbs are action words that
indicate what is happening, while nouns represent people, places, or things. Adjectives describe nouns,
and adverbs modify verbs or adjectives. Prepositional phrases show relationships between words. Each
of these categories contributes to the meaning and clarity of a sentence. Without adequate vocabulary,
learners may struggle to form even the simplest sentences.

Fill in the blank: In French, words such as rapide and lentement are examples of

Category Example Function

\erb parler Expresses action
Noun maison Names a thing
Adjective grand Describes a noun
Adverb vite Modifies a verb
Preposition dans Shows relationship

Table 1.1: Examples of French word categories.

1.1.3 Strategies for building a French lexicon
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Learners can strengthen their French vocabulary through consistent practice. Strategies include reading
simple texts, listening to conversations, and using flashcards to memorise words. It is also helpful to
group words by category, such as verbs or adjectives, and to practise them in sentences. Another effective
method is to compare French words with their English equivalents, while being cautious of faux amis
(false friends) that look similar but differ in meaning.

Fill in the blank: Words that look similar in French and English but differ in meaning are called

Strategies for Building French Vocabulary (OER Summary)

@ Learn in Context: Focus on phrases & sentences in books, music, and

=2 podcasts, not just isolated words.

g) Practice Active Use: Speak and write daily; keep a journal or talk to
yourself in French.

% Use Spaced Repetition: Regularly review digital or physical flashcards over
increasing intervals.

% - Create Associations: Connect words with personal memories, visuals, or

i mnemonics.

EE. Group by Theme: Organize vocabulary into categories like food, travel, or

EH emotions.

. Immerse Daily: Change device language, label household items, and

¥ consume French media.

b Include Word Details: Always note gender (le/la), pronunciation, and

7 example usage.

| b

Based on Open Educational Resources

Box 1.1: Recommended strategies for vocabulary building.

Pilot Questions 1.1

1. Lexical acquisition refers to: a) Learning grammar rules b) Learning vocabulary c) Learning
pronunciation d) Learning sentence structures

2. Which.of the following is an adjective in French? a) parler b) maison c) grand d) vite

3. What is the function of a prepositional phrase in French? a) To express action b) To describe a
noun c) To show relationships between words d) To modify a verb

4. Which strategy is most effective for memorising vocabulary? a) Ignoring word categories b)
Reading texts and using flashcards c) Avoiding sentence practice d) Relying only on translation

5. Words that look similar in French and English but differ in meaning are called: a) synonyms b)
antonyms c) faux amis d) homophones

1.2 Categories of Words in French

1.2.1 Verbs and their functions
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Verbs are words that express actions or states of being. In French, verbs are central to sentence
construction because they indicate what is happening and when it occurs. For example, parler means “to
speak” and é&tre means “to be”. Verbs must be conjugated according to tense and subject, which makes
them dynamic and essential for communication. Without verbs, sentences cannot convey actions or
events.

Fill in the blank: The French word parler is an example of a

The Central Role of the Verb in French Sentence Structure

Noy)

ne + [VERBE] + pas bien, souvent, vite

S{IN )

OBJET

m®s VERBE e
(The Engine) (The Receiver)

une pomme, le livre,
a Pierre, la, lui, leur

Pronoms Objets
TEMPS & MODE (Placed Before)
(When & How) le, la, les, me, te, nous,
vous, lui, leur

(The Actor)

Je, Tu, lI/Elle, Nous, Vous,
lls/Elles, Marie, Le chat

Présent, Passé Composé, Imparfait,
Futur, Conditionnel, Subjonctif

Figure 1.2: Verbs as the core of French sentences
1.2.2 Nouns and gender distinctions

Nouns are words that name people, places; things, orideas. In French, nouns are marked by gender,
which can be masculine or feminine. For example, maison (house) is feminine, while livre (book) is
masculine. Gender affects other words in the sentence, such as articles and adjectives, which must agree
with the noun. Learners.often find gender distinctions challenging, but they are crucial for grammatical
accuracy.

Fill in the blank: The French word livre is a noun.
Noun Gender Meaning
maison Feminine House
livre Masculine Book
école Feminine School
garcon Masculine Boy

Table 1.2: Examples of French nouns with gender

1.2.3 Adjectives and agreement rules
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Adjectives are words that describe nouns. In French, adjectives must agree with the gender and number
of the noun they modify. For example, grand (big) becomes grande when describing a feminine noun,
and grands when describing plural masculine nouns. This agreement ensures that sentences are
grammatically correct and precise.

Fill in the blank: The adjective grand changes to when describing a feminine noun.

SUMMARY: French Adjective Agreement Rules

(Agrees in Gender & Number with Noun)

1. GENERAL RULE
« Adjectives must match the noun's gender (masculine/feminine) and number (singular/plural).
2. FORMING THE FEMININE
* Regular: Add "-e" to the masculine singular form (e.g., grand -> grande).
» Ends in "-e": No change (e.g., jeune -> jeune).
» Ends in "-x": Change to "-se" (e.g., heureux -> heureuse).
» Ends in "-f": Change to "-ve" (e.g., sportif -> sportive).
« Ends in "-er": Change to "-ére" (e.g., premier -> premiére).
* Double Consonant + "-e": Common for endings like "-el", "-en", "-on" (e.g., bon -> bonne, ancien -> ancienne).
3. FORMING THE PLURAL
* Regular: Add "-s" to the singular form (masculine or feminine) (e.g., grand -> grands, grande -> grandes).
» Ends in "-s" or "-x": No change in masculine plural (e.g., frangais -> frangais, heureux -> heureux).
+ Ends in "-al": Change to "-aux" (e.g., original -> originaux).
* Ends in "-eau"™: Add "-x" (e.g., nouveau -> nouveaux).
4. IRREGULAR ADJECTIVES (Examples)
* beau (m.s.) -> belle (f.s.) -> beaux (m.pl.) -> belles (f.pl.)
* nouveau (m.s.) -> nouvelle (f.s.) -> nouveaux (m.pl.) -> nouvelles (f.pl.)
» vieux (m.s.) -> vieille (f.s.) -> vieux (m.pl.) -> vieilles (f.pl.)
(Special forms bel, nouvel, vieil before masculine vowel/h-muet).

L NOTE: Most adjectives follow the noun, but some (BAGS: Beauty, Age, Goodness, Size) precede it. |

Box 1.2: Rules of adjective agreement in French
1.2.4 Adverbs and prepositional phrases

Adverbs are words that modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs. They often describe how, when, or
where an action takes place. For example, vite means “quickly”” and souvent means “often”.
Prepositional phrases are groups of wards beginning with a preposition, such as dans la maison (in the
house), which show relationships between nouns and other elements in the sentence. Together, adverbs
and prepositional phrases add detail and clarity to communication.

Fill in the blank: The phrase dans.la maison is an example of a

ADVERB DETAIL

@ LENTEMENT(sIowa)
[Comment?]

5] SOUVENT (often) [Quand?]
Q rcithere)0w]

How Adverbs & Prepositional Phrases
Enrich French Sentences
(Adding Detail)

CORE SENTENCE SUJET + VERBE (+ OBJET)

(Squelette de base): Il mange une pomme. (He is eating an apple.)
[

PREP. PHRASE DETAIL (Verb) %1,, PREP. PHRASE DETAIL (Noun)
)
&
2\ i i i 2%, ) | %= DETERRE(of earth-
ﬁ DANS LA CUISINE (in the kitchen)[0u?] 43:‘-,7/: B o pommeode O vsoat]
.‘N.". APRES LE DEJEUNER (after lunch) 4> 6‘94 %, 1 SUR LA TABLE (on the table -
and?] s la pomme sur la table)
o AVEC APPETIT (with appetite) ) [Lequel?]
[Comment?] @ ER
Il mange LENTEMENT une pomme DANS LA CUISINE. La pomme SUR LA TABLE est rouge.
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Figure 1.3: Adding detail with adverbs and prepositional phrases.

Pilot Questions 1.2
1. Which of the following is a verb in French? a) maison b) parler c) grand d) vite

2. What determines the gender of a French noun? a) Its meaning b) Its spelling c) Language
convention d) The number of syllables

3. Which adjective form correctly describes a feminine singular noun? a) grand b) grande c) grands
d) grandes

4. Which of the following is an adverb? a) livre b) vite c) garcon d) maison

5. The phrase dans la maison is classified as: a) an adjective b) a verb c) a prepositional phrase d) an
adverb

1.3 Sentence Building with Basic VVocabulary

1.3.1 Constructing simple sentences in the present tense

Sentence construction is the process of arranging words to form meaningful statements. In French,
simple sentences often follow the structure of subject + verb + object. For example, Je parle frangais
means “I speak French”. The subject (Je).indicates who is acting, the verb (parle) shows the action, and
the object (frangais) completes.the meaning. Practising this basic structure helps learners gain confidence
in forming sentences.

Fill in the blank: The French sentence Je parle francais follows the structure

)
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French Sentence Structure:
Subject — Verb — Object (S-V-0)

SUJET » VERBE » OBJET

(Subject) (Verb) (Object)
Je (1) mange (eats) une pomme (an apple)
Le chat (The cat) regarde (watches) la télévision (the television)
Marie (Marie) aime (likes) le chocolat (chocolate)

Je [mange] une pomme.
Le chat [regarde] la télévision.
Marie [aime] le chocolat.

OER ©@®
Figure 1.4: Basic French sentence structure.
1.3.2 Using acquired vocabulary in context

Vocabulary becomes useful when applied in sentences. Learners should practise inserting newly acquired
words into everyday expressions. For instance, after learning the.noun maison (house), one can form the
sentence La maison est grande (The house is big). This practice reinforces memory and shows how words
interact with grammar. Using vocabulary in context also helps learners avoid memorising words in
isolation, which can limit communication skills.

Fill in the blank: The sentence La:maison est grande demonstrates the use of a in context.

La maison est grande

Plate 1.1: Vocabulary applied in a sentence.

1.3.3 Common errors in lexical use and corrections

™
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Learners often make mistakes when using vocabulary, such as incorrect gender agreement or misuse of
verbs. For example, saying Le maison instead of La maison is incorrect because maison is feminine.
Another common error is failing to conjugate verbs properly, such as writing Je parler instead of Je
parle. Correcting these errors requires attention to detail and consistent practice.

Fill in the blank: The correct form of “the house” in French is

& B
Common French Lexical Errors & Corrections (OER)

[ Incorrect (Erreur) Correct (Correction) \

mon voiture —» ma voiture
le weekend prochain —>» le week-end prochain
beaucoup des —>» beaucoup de
le livre que j’ai besoin —> le livre dont j'ai besoin
visiter mes parents —>» rendre visite a mes parents
c'est chaud —> il fait chaud

\ Based on Open Educational Resources for French Learners y

Box 1.3: Common lexical errors and corrections

Pilot Questions 1.3

1.

Which of the following represents the correct French sentence structure? a) verb + subject +
object b) subject + verb + object c) object + subject + verb d) subject + object + verb

The sentence Jeparle francais means: a) | am French b) I speak French c) I like French d) I study
French

Which of the following.sentences correctly applies vocabulary in context? a) Le maison est
grande b) La‘maison est grande c) La maison est grands d) Le maison est grands

What is the errorin the sentence Je parler? a) Wrong subject b) Wrong verb conjugation c)
Wrong object d) Wrong gender agreement

Which correction is accurate for the phrase Elle est grand? a) Elle est grande b) Elle est grands c)
Elle est grandes d) Elle est grandement

1.4 Lexical Challenges in French Learning

1.4.1 Influence of English on French vocabulary acquisition

When learning French, many students rely on their knowledge of English to make sense of new words.
While this can sometimes be helpful, it often leads to errors. Language interference occurs when the

-
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structure, spelling, or meaning of English words influences how learners use French. For example,
learners may incorrectly apply English sentence patterns to French, resulting in awkward or incorrect
expressions. Recognising this influence is the first step towards avoiding mistakes.

Fill in the blank: When English affects how learners use French vocabulary, this is called

ENGLISH FRENCH LEARNER'S BRAIN FRENCH VOCABULARY
(Source Language) (Processing) (Target Language)

FALSE FRIENDS (Faux Amis):
‘Library’ # ‘Librairie’ (Bookstore) OO
‘To Realize’ # 'Réaliser' (To achieve) c(?); Incorrectly used fér

5 T erstood’) |
COGNATE CONFUSION: i
‘Sympathetic’ # ‘Sympathique’ (Nice)
"Actually’ = ‘Actuellement’ (Currently) R _ =G
G & MISUSE Jesuisalléala
- PHONETIC INTERFERENCE: = airie pour étudier”
i Pronunciation transfer correct place) |
'R, 'U' sound: 5 = 4

PATHWAY OF INTERFERENCE:
ENGLISH WORD —> MENTAL TRANSLATION —> FRENCH MISAPPLICATION —> VOCABULARY ERROR

Figure 1.5: Influence of English on French vocabulary acquisition.
1.4.2 Identifying and avoiding faux amis

Faux amis are words that look similar in French and English but have different meanings. For example,
actuellement means “currently”, not “actually”. These false friends can cause confusion and lead to
incorrect usage. To avoid mistakes, learners should always check the meaning of a word in context rather
than assuming it is the same as its English counterpart. Practising with examples and noting common faux
amis helps learners build accuracy.

Fill in the blank: The French word-actuellement means in English.
French word False English assumption Correct meaning
actuellement actually currently
librairie library bookshop
college college secondary school
sensible sensible sensitive

Table 1.3: Examples of common faux amis
1.4.3 Practical exercises for overcoming interference

Learners can overcome interference by practising French in authentic contexts. Reading French texts,
listening to native speakers, and writing short sentences daily are effective strategies. It is also useful to
keep a personal vocabulary journal, noting down words that are easily confused with English. By
reviewing these regularly, learners can strengthen their memory and reduce errors.

Fill in the blank: Keeping a personal journal helps learners avoid interference and confusion.
F)
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‘ Y [ Practical Tips for Overcoming English Interference in French Learning (OER)

# Beware of “Faux Amis” (False Friends): Don't assume words that look similar have the same
meaning (e.g., actuellement means “currently”, not “actually”). Always verify with a dictionary.

‘ :970) Focus on Pronunciation Differences: Practice French vowel sounds (especially nasals like an, on,
in) and the uvular ‘R’ distinctly from English sounds. Mimic native speakers.

7 Avoid Literal Translation: French sentence structure often differs from English (e.g., adjective
& placement, object pronouns). Learn entire phrases and structures in context.

Master Gender & Agreement: English nouns aren't gendered. Systematically learn the gender of
French nouns and ensure adjectives and articles agree in gender and number.

|
|
|
(&) Practice Active Listening & Shadowing: Immerse yourself in French media (podcasts, movies)
|

"X and repeat phrases immediately after hearing them to Internalize rhythm and intonation.

Seek Feedback from Native Speakers: Engage in language exchange and ask for corrections on
specific English-influenced errors.

ggﬁ Think in French Chunks: Move beyond word-for-word translation by learning common
expressions and collocations as complete units. OER
Based on Open Educational Resources for Language Learners. s

Box 1.4: Practical tips for overcoming interference.

Pilot Questions 1.4

1. What is language interference? a) When French influences English spelling b) When English
affects French usage c¢) When French words are memorised incorrectly d) When English and
French share the same meaning

2. Which of the following is a faux ami? @) maison.b) parler ¢) actuellement d) vite

3. The French word librairie means: a) library b) bookshop c) college d) bookstore and library
together

4. Which strategy helps learners avoid interference? a) Ignoring vocabulary journals b) Practising
French in authentic contexts ¢) Relying only on English translations d) Avoiding French texts

5. A vocabulary journal is-useful because: a) It helps memorise spelling rules b) It records confusing
words and meanings €) It replaces grammar practice d) It eliminates the need for reading

Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to the foundations of French lexical acquisition, emphasising the
importance of vocabulary as the basis for effective communication and grammatical accuracy. We began
by defining lexical acquisition and highlighting its role in language learning, then explored the categories
of words in French, including verbs, nouns, adjectives, adverbs, and prepositional phrases. Following
that, we examined how to construct simple sentences using acquired vocabulary, with attention to
common errors and their corrections. Finally, we addressed lexical challenges such as English
interference and the problem of faux amis, while suggesting practical strategies to overcome them.

By working through these Parts, you should now be able to define lexical acquisition and explain its
importance (SLO 1.1), categorise French words into their grammatical functions (SLO 1.2), apply
vocabulary to construct simple sentences (SLO 1.3), analyse and correct common lexical errors (SLO
1.4), and evaluate the influence of English while identifying strategies to avoid faux amis (SLO 1.5). This
Series has therefore equipped you with the essential skills to build a strong lexical foundation, preparing
you for more advanced aspects of French grammar in the subsequent Series.

)
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Glossary of Terms

Adjective: A word that describes a noun, and in French must agree with the gender and number of
the noun.

Adverb: A word that modifies a verb, adjective, or another adverb, often indicating how, when, or
where an action takes place.

Faux amis: Words that look similar in French and English but have different meanings, such as
actuellement (currently) and not “actually”.

Gender (of nouns): A grammatical feature in French where'nouns are classified as either
masculine or feminine, affecting agreement with articles and adjectives.

Language interference: The influence of one language, such as English, on the learning and use of
another, such as French, often leading torrors in vocabulary.or structure.

Lexical acquisition: The process of learning and internalising vocabulary in a language, including
recognising words, understanding their meanings, and using them correctly.

Noun: A word that names a person, place, thing, or idea, and in French is marked by gender.

Prepositional phrase: A group of words beginning with a preposition, such as dans la maison (in
the house), which shows relationships between nouns and other elements in a sentence.

Sentence construction: The arrangement of words to form meaningful statements, often following
the subject-verb-object structure in French.

Verb: A word that expresses an action or state of being, which must be conjugated according to
tense and'subject.in French.

Concept Check Questions 1

The following questions are designed to help you consolidate your learning from Series 1: Foundations
of French Lexical Acquisition. Each question is linked to a specific Series Learning Outcome (SLO).

Objective questions

1.

(Linked to SLO 1.1) Lexical acquisition refers to: a) Learning pronunciation b) Learning
vocabulary c) Learning grammar rules d) Learning sentence structures

(Linked to SLO 1.2) Which of the following is a prepositional phrase? a) vite b) grand c) dans la
maison d) parler

-
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3. (Linked to SLO 1.3) Which sentence correctly applies vocabulary in the present tense? a) Je
parler francais b) Je parle francais c) Je parles francais d) Je parlé francais

Short-answer questions
4. (Linked to SLO 1.4) Give one example of a common lexical error in French and its correction.
5. (Linked to SLO 1.5) Explain briefly why actuellement is considered a faux ami.

Long-answer questions

6. (Linkedto SLO 1.1 and SLO 1.2) Define lexical acquisition and analyse how verbs, nouns,
adjectives, adverbs, and prepositional phrases contribute to sentence construction in French.

7. (Linked to SLO 1.4 and SLO 1.5) Evaluate the challenges posed by English interference and faux
amis in French learning, and propose strategies that learners can use to overcome these
difficulties.

Answers to Concept Check Questions 1

Objective questions

1. b) Learning vocabulary
2. c¢)dans la maison
3. b) Je parle francais

Short-answer questions

4. Example: Le maison is incorrect because maison is feminine. The correct form is La maison.

5. Actuellement is.considered a faux ami because it looks similar to the English word “actually” but
its correct meaning is “currently”.

Long-answer guestions

6. Lexical acquisition is the process of learning and internalising vocabulary in a language. In
French, verbs express actions or states, nouns name people, places, or things and carry gender,
adjectives describe nouns and must agree in gender and number, adverbs modify verbs or
adjectives to add detail, and prepositional phrases show relationships between words. Together,
these categories provide the essential components for constructing meaningful sentences.

7. English interference often leads learners to apply English structures or meanings incorrectly in
French, such as assuming similar-looking words mean the same thing. Faux amis like librairie
(bookshop, not library) or sensible (sensitive, not sensible) can cause confusion. To overcome
these challenges, learners should practise French in authentic contexts, keep a vocabulary journal,
review common faux amis regularly, and pay close attention to gender and agreement rules.
These strategies help reduce errors and strengthen accuracy in vocabulary use.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1]
Pilot questions 1.1

1. Learning vocabulary

2. grand

3. To show relationships between words
4. Reading texts and using flashcards

5. faux amis

Pilot questions 1.2
1. parler
2. Language convention
3. grande
4. vite
5. a prepositional phrase
Pilot questions 1.3
1. subject + verb + object
2. | speak French
3. Lamaison est grande
4. Wrong verb conjugation
5. Elle est.grande

Pilot questions 1.4
1./ When English-affects French usage
2. actuellement
3.. bookshop
4. Practising French in authentic contexts

5. It records confusing words and meanings

-
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“Create a simple diagram showing vocabulary as the foundation supporting grammar in language
learning.” Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram vocabulary foundation grammar.
language learning.”

e Figure 1.2: Verbs as the core of French sentences — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a
diagram showing verbs at the centre of French sentence construction.” Suggested OER search
string: “OER diagram French verbs sentence structure.”

o Figure 1.3: Adding detail with adverbs and prepositional phrases — Al-generated suggestion.
Prompt: “Create a diagram showing how adverbs and prepositional phrases add detail to French
sentences.” Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram French adverbs prepositional phrases.”

e Figure 1.4: Basic French sentence structure — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a
diagram showing subject—verb—object structure in French sentences with examples.” Suggested
OER search string: “OER diagram French sentence structure subject verb object.”

o Figure 1.5: Influence of English on French vocabulary acquisition — Al-generated suggestion.
Prompt: “Create a diagram showing how English interferes with French vocabulary learning.”
Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram English interference French vocabulary.”

Plates

e Plate 1.1: Vocabulary applied in a sentence — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Generate an
image of a house with the French caption ‘La maison est grande’.” Suggested OER search string:
“OER French vocabulary house example sentence image.”

Tables

e Table 1.1: Examples of French word categories — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Generate a
simple table'showing French word categories with examples and functions.” Suggested OER
search string: “OER French grammar parts of speech table.”

e Table 1.2: Examples of French nouns with gender — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Generate
a table showing French nouns with gender and meanings.” Suggested OER search string: “OER
French nouns gender examples table.”

e | Table 1.3: Examples of common faux amis — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Generate a table
showing French faux amis with false assumptions and correct meanings.” Suggested OER search
string: “OER French faux amis examples table.”

Boxes
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Box 1.1: Recommended strategies for vocabulary building — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt:
“Create a text box summarising strategies for building French vocabulary.” Suggested OER
search string: “OER French vocabulary learning strategies.”

Box 1.2: Rules of adjective agreement in French — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a
text box summarising French adjective agreement rules.” Suggested OER search string: “OER
French adjective agreement rules chart.”

Box 1.3: Common lexical errors and corrections — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a
text box listing common French lexical errors with corrections.” Suggested OER search string:
“OER French grammar common errors corrections.”

Box 1.4: Practical tips for overcoming interference — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a
text box listing practical tips for overcoming English interference in French learning.” Suggested
OER search string: “OER French learning strategies avoid interference faux amis.”

General References

Course content adapted from FRE 103: Introduction to French‘Grammar (2 Units C: LH 30)
document provided.

Suggested OER repositories for further study:
o OER Commons (https://www.0ercommons.org)
o MERLOT (https://www.merlot.org)

o Open Textbook Library (https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks (open.umn.edu in Bing))
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Series 2

Course Code: FRE 103

Course Title: Introduction to French Grammar

Course Credit load: 2 Units

List Series:

Series 1: Foundations of French Lexical Acquisition.

Series 2: Articles, Gender, and Plural Formation in French Grammar
Series 3: Verb Identification and Conjugation Across Key Tenses.

Series 4: Sentence Structures: Negative, Interrogative, and Imperative Forms.

Series 5: Interference of English and the Challenge of Faux Amis.

Parts Outline for Series 2
Part 2.1: Definite and Indefinite Articles in French

2.1.1 Definition and usage of definite articles (le, la, les)
2.1.2 Definition and usage of indefinite articles (un, une, des)
2.1.3 Common errors with articles and corrections

Part 2.2: Gender Agreement in French Grammar

2.2.1 Masculine and feminine distinctions in nouns
2.2.2 Agreement of articles and adjectives with gender
2.2.3 Strategies for remembering gender rules

Part 2.3: Plural Formation in French

2.3.1 Rules for forming plurals in nouns and adjectives
2.3.2 Irregular plural forms
2.3.3 Common‘mistakes in plural formation

Part 2.4: Integrating Articles, Gender, and Plural in Sentences

2.4.1 Constructing sentences with correct article usage
2.4.2 Applying gender and plural rules in context
2.4.3 Practical exercises for accuracy

Introduction

Grammar in French is closely tied to the correct use of articles, gender, and plural forms. These elements
may seem small at first glance, yet they are fundamental to constructing accurate sentences. Learners
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often find them challenging because they differ significantly from English usage, but mastering them is
essential for fluency and precision in communication.

The aim of this Series is to enable you to apply articles correctly, recognise and use gender distinctions,
and form plurals accurately in French sentences. By the end of this Series, you will be able to integrate
these elements confidently into your writing and speaking.

We shall commence this Series by examining definite and indefinite articles and their functions in French.
Next, we will explore gender agreement, focusing on how nouns, articles, and adjectives interact.
Following that, we will move on to plural formation, considering both regular and irregular-forms.
Finally, we will conclude by integrating articles, gender, and plural rules into complete sentences, with
practical exercises to reinforce accuracy.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 2.1: define definite and indefinite articles in French and explain their correct usage in
sentences,

e SLO 2.2: demonstrate how gender distinctions in_.nouns affect agreement with articles and
adjectives,

e SLO 2.3: apply rules for forming ‘plurals in French nouns and adjectives, including irregular
forms,

e SLO 2.4: construct sentences that-integrate correct article usage, gender agreement, and plural
formation.

2.1 Definite and Indefinite Articles In French

2.1.1 Definition and usage of definite articles (le, la, les)

Definite articles are words used to refer to specific nouns that are already known to the speaker and
listener. In French, these are le (masculine singular), la (feminine singular), and les (plural for both
genders). For example, le livre means “the book”, while la maison means “the house”. The choice of
article depends on the gender and number of the noun.

Filldinthe blank: The correct definite article for the feminine singular noun maison is

Article||Gender/Number Example ||Meaning
le Masculine singular le livre  |[the book
la Feminine singular la maison |[the house
les Plural (masculine or feminine)||les enfants|the children

Table 2.1: Definite articles in French
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2.1.2 Definition and usage of indefinite articles (un, une, des)

Indefinite articles are used when referring to non-specific nouns. In French, these are un (masculine
singular), une (feminine singular), and des (plural for both genders). For example, un livre means “a
book”, while une maison means “a house”. Indefinite articles are often used when introducing something
for the first time or when the exact identity of the noun is not important.

Fill in the blank: The correct indefinite article for the masculine singular noun livre is

ARTICLES DEFINIS 1
(Definite Articles) |

Spécifique, connu Non spécifique, nouveau ]
(Specific, known) (Non-specific, new)
Masculin # Masculin ]
Singulier: le chat Singulier: un chat |
LE (the cat) 1 UN (@cat) |
> |
5 COMPARAISON
Féminin & USAGE Féminin e
Singulier: n la table Singulier: I une table
(the table) [ J (atable) |
LA > UNE |
purei | WRAR feschats Pl | LIS dos chats
L LES ﬂ ﬁ (the cats, the tables) D ES ﬁ ﬁ(some cats, some tables)|
L before a vowel/silent h
ex. I'ami (the friend) Open Educational Resource
@O0

Figure 2.1: Definite vs indefinite articles.
2.1.3 Common errors with articles and corrections

Learners often confuse definite and indefinite articles, or use the wrong article for gender and number.
For example, saying le maison instead of la maison is incorrect because maison is feminine. Another
common mistake is using des with singular nouns, such as des livre instead of des livres. Correcting these
errors requires careful attention to gender and plurality.

Fill in the blank: The correct plural form of “a book” in French is

-
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Common French Article Errors & Corrections (OER)

X Incorrect (Erreur) Correct (Correction)
| J'aime chocolat =  Jaime le chocolat
(I like chocolate - missing definite article for general concept)
Il est un professeur = Il est professeur

(He is a teacher - incorrect indefinite article with profession)

Jenaipas deslivres wp  Je naipas de livres

(I don’t have any books - partitive ‘des’ after negative)

J'ai les livres _> J'ai des livres

(I have books - definite ‘les’ for unspecified quantity) (I have some books)

C’est le ami de Pierre _> Clest ami de p|érre

_ (It's Pierre’s friend - missing elision)

J’ai acheté des bons amis _.> J'ai achete de bons amis

(I bought good friends - ‘des’ before plural adjective)
Based on Open Educational Resources for French Learners. (c)

Box 2.1: Common article errors and'corrections

Pilot Questions 2.1
1. Which of the following is a definite articledin French? a) un b) une c) le d) des
2. Which indefinite article is used for a feminine singular noun? a) le b) une c) un d) les
3. The correct article for maison is: @) le'b) la ¢) un d) une

4. Which of the following sentences is correct? a) le maison est grande b) une maison est grande c)
des livre est grand d) un-enfants jouent

5. The plural form of un livre is: a) les livre b) des livres c¢) les livres d) des livre

2.2 Gender Agreement in French Grammar

2.2.1 Masculine and feminine distinctions in nouns

Gender in French grammar refers to the classification of nouns as either masculine or feminine. This
distinction is not always logical, and learners must often memorise the gender of each noun. For example,
livre (book) is masculine, while maison (house) is feminine. Articles and adjectives must agree with the
gender of the noun they accompany.

Fill in the blank: The noun maison is classified as in French grammar.
Noun Gender Meaning
livre Masculine Book
maison Feminine House

)
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Noun Gender Meaning

école Feminine School

gargon Masculine Boy

Table 2.2: Examples of French nouns with gender.
2.2.2 Agreement of articles and adjectives with gender

Agreement means that articles and adjectives must match the gender and number of the noun they
describe. For example, le livre est grand (the book is big) uses the masculine article le and the masculine
adjective grand. In contrast, la maison est grande (the house is big) uses the feminine article la and the
feminine adjective grande. This agreement ensures grammatical accuracy and clarity.

Fill in the blank: The adjective grand changes to when describing a feminine noun.
| B
Summary of French Gender Agreement Rules & Examples (OER Grammar)

d" Masculine (Masculin) Q@ Feminine (Féminin)
General Adjective Rule: Add “-e”
le chat noir (the black cat) —> la chatte noire (the black cat)
Adjectives ending in “-e”: No change
un homme jeune (a young man) —> une femme jeune (a young woman)
Adjectives ending in “-x” -> “-se”
un gargon heureux (a happy boy) —-> une fille heureuse (a happy girl)
Adjectives ending in “-f” -> “-ve”
le chien actif (the active dog) —> la chienne active (the active dog)
Double Consonant + “-e” (-on, -en, -el)
un bon livre (a good book), ancien (old) —> une bonne idée (a good idea), ancienne (old)
Past Participle with “étre”: Add “-e” for feminine subject
Il est allé (He went) —> Elle est allée (She went)
*Agreement also applies to plural forms (add s’).
L Based on Open Educational Resources (OER). )

Box 2.2: Rules of gender agreement in French
2.2.3 Strategies for remembering gender rules

Learners often struggle with remembering the gender of nouns. One effective strategy is to always learn
nouns together with their articles, such as le livre or la maison. Another method is to group nouns by
gender categories and practise them regularly. Over time, repeated exposure helps learners internalise
gender distinctions.

Fill in the blank: A useful strategy for remembering noun gender is to learn nouns together with their

-
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g .|
STRATEGIES FOR REMEMBERING FRENCH NOUN GENDER

1. LEARN WITH ARTICLES 2. COLOR-CODING (Visual Aid)
(Recommended) @ %

+Iwre 9 Ia+tab| ‘ ' la fleur
C \ \‘ (flower)

une chaise
A|ways memorize the definite
Assign one color (e.g., Blue for Masculine) and

(chair) [
anlcle (le/la) with the noun.
another (e.g., Pink for Feminine) to all nouns.

3. CREATE MNEMONICS (/ @
Jos DRt & 4. IDENTIFY NOUN ENDINGS
= (Pattern Recognition)

(sky)
un vélo
(bicycle)

FRENCH
NOUN GENDER
STRATEGIES

(&
mm(s:he hgonmse, l(ry\e) ‘\ 8)‘8 u‘
lady (1a) decorated it N f Masculine Patterns | Feminine Panernsl
Doo Jt 4 5. GROUP BY CATEGORY/THEME -age (le village) ~tion (la nation)

-eau (le chateau) -ie (|a boulangerie)
-ment (le gouvernement) | -ure (la nature)

MASCULINE THEMES FEMININE THEMES

B 2 &| 4

Cod (g%’ *Note exceptions exist.
Abstract  Some

le marteau |ail._l|le Languages Seasons Sciences
(hammer) (skirt) by s mons| | B pemese) Goncepts m‘:‘l{m ) (omow]
‘ )pen Educational Resource ‘
Figure 2.2: Strategies for remembering gender distinctions.
Pilot Questions 2.2

1. Which of the following nouns is feminine? a) livre b) maison c) garcon d) stylo
2. Which article correctly matches the noun livre? a) la b) le c) une d) des

3. The adjective grand becomes grande when: a) describing a masculine noun b) describing a
feminine noun c) describing a plural noun d) describing an adverb

4. Which of the following sentences is correct? a) le maison est grand b) la maison est grande c) le
livre est grande d) la livre est grand

5. A recommended strategy for remembering noun gender is: a) ignoring articles b) learning nouns
with their articles ¢) memorising only adjectives d) practising verbs instead

2.3 Plural Formation in French
2:3.1 Rules for forming plurals in nouns and adjectives

In French, most nouns and adjectives form their plural by adding -s to the singular form. For example,
livre (book) becomes livres (books), and grand (big) becomes grands (big, plural masculine). However,

the final s is usually silent in pronunciation. Articles also change to reflect plurality, such as le or la
becoming les.

Fill in the blank: The plural of livre is
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Singular|[Plural ||Meaning

livre livres ||books

maison [|maisons|lhouses

grand |lgrands |lbig (masc. plural)

grande |lgrandes ||big (fem. plural)

Table 2.3: Regular plural formation in French.
2.3.2 Irregular plural forms

Not all plurals follow the simple -s rule. Some nouns and adjectives change spelling in the plural. For
example, nouns ending in -al often change to -aux, such as animal (animal) becoming animaux (animals).
Similarly, nouns ending in -eau add -x, such as bateau (boat) becoming bateaux (boats). These irregular
forms must be memorised, as they are common in everyday French.

Fill in the blank: The plural of animal is

French Irregular Plural Forms: Examples & Categories (OER Grammar)

P
1. Ends in -AL -> -AUX (Most Nouns) 3. Ends in -AlL -> -AUX (Specific Nouns)

« un animal = des animaux (animals) « un travail — des travaux (work, jobs)
« un cheval = des chevaux (horses) » un vitrail = des vitraux (stained glass)

« un journal — des journaux (newspapers) e (Most add ‘s” un chandail - des chandails)
« un hopital - des hopitaux (hospitals) o
o (Exceptions add ‘s” un bal - des bals, un 4. The 7 'OV’ Nouns -> -OUX
carnaval —> des carnavals) « un bijou — des bijoux (jewels)
2. Ends in -AU, -EAU, -EU -> Add -X » un caillou = des cailloux (pebbles)

» un chou = des choux (cabbages)
« un genou —> des genoux (knees)
+ un hibou = des hiboux (owls)

« un joujou = des joujoux (toys)

« un tuyau —> des tuyaux (pipes)

» un bateau — des bateaux (boats)

« un chateau - des chateaux (castles)
» un jeu —> des jeux (games)

3 : iy, * un pou —> des poux (lice)
- I(fr):aiztgnj:sdﬁ:dat:xns)p RS deg praus N » (Others add 's": un fou - des fous)

3. Ends in -AlL -> -AUX (Specific Nouns) 5. Highly Irregular

* un travail — des travaux (work, jobs) « un ceil = des yeux (eyes)

* un V'tfa[: =4 ges vitraux ((stamsd glass) « un ciel - des cieux (skies - formal)

* Un corail = des coraux (coral Madame — Mesdames, Monsieur - Messieurs
* (Most add 's": un chandail - des candails) e 5 W 5

Box 2.3: Examples of irregular plural forms.
2.3.3 Common mistakes in plural formation

Learners often forget to add the plural ending or confuse irregular forms. For example, writing les livre
instead of les livres is incorrect. Another mistake is using singular articles with plural nouns, such as le
enfants instead of les enfants. Paying attention to both the noun and its article helps avoid these errors.

Fill.in-the blank: The correct plural form of “the children” in French is

-
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Common French Plural Formation Errors & Corrections

1. IRREGULAR ENDINGS MISAPPLICATION

INCORRECT: les chevals ¥ CORRECT: les chevaux
(generic -s rule) (Rule: -al — -aux)

INCORRECT: les bijous ¥ CORRECT: les bijoux
(generic -s rule) (Rule: -ou — -oux exceptions)

2. NO-CHANGE NOUNS ERROR
FRENCH PLURALIZATION COMMON MISTAKES
(Formation du Pluriel) (Erreurs Fréquentes) B . -
INCORRECT: /es nezs, les prixs CORRECTHios riez, les prix
(adding -s to -s, -X, -z endings) Ah e

3. HIGHLY IRREGULAR FORMS

4. ARTICLE
DISAGREEMENT

INCORRECT: /es weils, les ciels
(applying regular rules)

lefla — les, unfune — des)

KEY TAKEAWAY: Always check noun endings and memorize exceptions!
(Vérifiez toujours les terminaisons et mémorisez les exceptions!)

Figure 2.3: Correcting plural formation errors.

Pilot Questions 2.3

(Rule: Nouns ending in -s, -, -z

CORRECT: les livres, des maisons
(Rule: Article must also be plural:

OER B2

1. What is the regular rule for forming plurals in French nouns and adjectives? a) Add -es b) Add -s

¢) Add -x d) Change the ending

2.  Which of the following is the correct plural of maison? a) maisons b) maisonnes c) maisonses d)

maisonx

3. The plural of animal is: a) animals b) animaux ¢) animales d) animalx

4. Which of the following.is an.irregular plural form? a) livres b) maisons c) bateaux d) grandes

5. Which of the following sentences is correct? a) le enfants jouent b) les enfants jouent c) les enfant

jouent d) le enfant jouent

2.4 Integrating Articles, Gender, And Plural in Sentences

2.4.1 Constructing sentences with correct article usage

To communicate effectively in French, it is important to use articles correctly with nouns. Articles
indicate whether a noun is specific (le, la, les) or non-specific (un, une, des). For example, Le livre est sur
la table (The book is on the table) uses definite articles, while Un livre est sur une table (A book is on a

table) uses indefinite articles. Choosing the right article changes the meaning of the sentence.

Fill in the blank: The sentence Un livre est sur une table uses articles.

-
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COMPARAISON DES PHRASES FRANCAISES : ARTICLES DEFINIS VS. INDEFINIS
ARTICLES DEFINIS ARTICLES INDEFINIS
(Definite - Spécifique, connu) (Indefinite - Non spécifique, nouveau)
4 3
Je regarde la voiture rouge. Je vois une voiture.
(1am looking at the red car.) @ (Iseeacar.)
la (feminine singular, specific) une (feminine singular, non-specific)
7 S 7
{ 3\ { 3\
@ Ou est le livre d’histoire ? UTILISATION Je cherche un livre.
Where is the history book?) & & =7 [ (1am looking for a book.)
e (masculine singular, specific un (masculine singular, non-specific
—— Je ( | fic) CONTEXTE ( fic)
\ \ 7
4 3\ N
» ./ Voici les amis de Marie. o ® o |y adesamis dans le parc.
1 \R"_E{ Here are the friends of Marie) | €8S There are some friends in the park.)
-+ les (plural, specific) des (plural, non-specific)
\ J OER - J
*Note: ‘I before vowel/silent h (e.g., I'ami) Open Educational Resource
L ClO/C) o

Figure 2.4: Article usage in French sentences.

2.4.2 Applying gender and plural rules in context

Gender agreement and plural formation must be applied consistently in sentences. For example, La
maison est grande (The house is big) shows feminine agreement, while Les maisons sont grandes (The
houses are big) shows both plural and feminine agreement. Articles, nouns, and adjectives must all match
in gender and number to ensure grammatical accuracy.

Fill in the blank: The correct plural form of La maison est grande is

Sentence Explanation

Le livre est grand Masculine singular agreement

La maison est grande Feminine singular agreement

Les livres sont grands Masculine plural agreement

Les maisons sont grandes||Feminine plural agreement

Table 2.4: Examples of gender and plural agreement in sentences
2.4.3 Practical exercises for accuracy

Learners can strengthen their skills by practising short sentences that combine articles, gender, and plural
rules. For instance, try writing sentences such as Un enfant joue (A child plays), Les enfants jouent (The
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children play), or Une école est grande (A school is big). Repetition and correction of mistakes help
internalise these rules.

Fill in the blank: The correct plural form of Un enfant joue is

French Grammar Practice: Article, Gender

& Plural Agreement

Les petits chiens noirs jouent dans le jardin.
The little black dogs play in the garden. Plural masculine agreement with ‘chiens’

Une belle fleur rouge est sur la table.

A beautiful red flower is on the table. Singular feminine agreement with ‘fleur’

Des nouveaux étudiants intelligents arrivent.

Some intelligent new students arrive. Plural masculine agreement with ‘étudiants’,
irregular plural ‘nouveaux’

L'ancienne maison est tres grande.

The old house is very big. Singular feminine agreement with ‘maison’, article elision ‘L”

Box 2.4: Practice sentences for learners

Pilot Questions 2.4

1. Which of the following sentences uses definite articles? a) Un livre est sur une table b) Le livre
est sur la table ¢) Une maison est grande d) Des enfants jouent

2. The sentence Les maisons sont grandes demonstrates: a) masculine singular agreement b)
feminine singular agreement c) masculine plural agreement d) feminine plural agreement

3. Which of the following is the correct plural form of Un enfant joue? a) Les enfant joue b) Les
enfants jouent ¢) Les enfants joue d) Les enfant jouent

4. Which of thefollowing sentences is incorrect? a) Le livre est grand b) La maison est grande c)
Les livre sont grands d) Les maisons sont grandes

5.1 Practising short sentences daily helps learners: a) memorise vocabulary only b) internalise article,
gender, and plural rules ¢) avoid learning grammar d) focus only on pronunciation

Series Summary

This Series has guided you through the essential grammar features of French articles, gender, and plural
formation, all of which are fundamental for constructing accurate and meaningful sentences. We began
with definite and indefinite articles, clarifying how they distinguish between specific and non-specific
nouns. We then moved on to gender distinctions, showing how nouns, articles, and adjectives must agree.
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Building on this, we explored plural formation, covering both regular and irregular patterns, before
concluding with integrated practice that combined articles, gender, and plural rules in complete sentences.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define and apply articles correctly (SLO 2.1),
demonstrate gender agreement in nouns, articles, and adjectives (SLO 2.2), apply plural formation rules
including irregular forms (SLO 2.3), and construct sentences that integrate all three elements (SLO 2.4).
These outcomes ensure that you can now communicate with greater precision and confidence,
strengthening your foundation for more advanced grammar topics in later Series.

Glossary of Terms

e Agreement: The rule in French grammar that requires articles and adjectives to match the gender
and number of the noun they describe.

o Definite article: A word used to refer to a specific houn already known to the speaker and
listener, such as le, la, or les.

e Gender: The grammatical classification of French nouns as either. masculine or feminine, which
affects the form of articles and adjectives.

o Indefinite article: A word used to refer to a non-specific noun,.such as un, une, or des.

e Irregular plural: A plural form in French that does not follow the regular -s rule, such as animal
becoming animaux.

e Plural formation: The process of changing a singular noun or adjective into its plural form,
usually by adding -s or following irregular patterns.

e Regular plural: A plural form created by adding -s to the singular noun or adjective, such as
livre becoming livres.

e Sentence construction: The arrangement of words in French to form meaningful statements,
requiring correct use of articles, gender, and plural rules.

Concept Check-Questions [Series 2]
Objective questions

1. (Linked to SLO 2.1) Which of the following is a definite article in French? a) un b) le ¢) une d)
des

2. (Linked to SLO 2.2) The adjective grand changes to grande when: a) describing a masculine
noun b) describing a feminine noun c) describing a plural noun d) describing an adverb

3. (Linked to SLO 2.3) Which of the following is the correct plural of animal? a) animals b)
animaux c) animales d) animalx

4. (Linked to SLO 2.4) Which of the following sentences is correct? a) Le maison est grand b) La
maison est grande c¢) Les livre sont grands d) Les maisons sont grandes
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Short-answer questions
5. (Linked to SLO 2.1) Define an indefinite article and give one example in French.
6. (Linked to SLO 2.2) Provide one strategy for remembering the gender of French nouns.
7. (Linked to SLO 2.3) Write the plural form of un livre.

8. (Linked to SLO 2.4) Construct a sentence that correctly integrates article usage, gender
agreement, and plural formation.

Long-answer questions

9. (Linkedto SLO 2.1 and SLO 2.2) Explain the difference between definite:and indefinite articles
in French, and analyse how gender agreement affects their use in sentences.

10. (Linked to SLO 2.3 and SLO 2.4) Evaluate the challenges learners face with plural formation,
especially irregular forms, and design practical strategies for applying plural rules accurately in
sentences.

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2]
Objective questions
1. b)le
2. b) describing a feminine noun
3. b) animaux
4. d) Les maisons sont grandes
Short-answer questions
5. An indefinite article refers to a non-specific noun. Examples: un (a, masculine), une (a, feminine).
6. A useful strategy is to learn nouns together with their articles, e.g. le livre, la maison.
7. _deslivres
8. Example: Les enfants sont heureux (The children are happy).

Long-answer questions

9." Basic response: Definite articles (le, la, les) refer to specific nouns, while indefinite articles (un,
une, des) refer to non-specific nouns. Gender agreement requires that articles match the
masculine or feminine form of the noun, e.g. le livre vs la maison.

Value-added response: Beyond the basics, learners should note that article choice also changes
meaning in discourse. For instance, un livre introduces a new idea, while le livre refers back to
something already mentioned. Gender agreement is not only grammatical but also cultural, as it
reflects how French speakers categorise the world.
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10. Basic response: Learners often struggle with irregular plurals such as animal — animaux.
Strategies include memorising common irregular forms and practising them in sentences.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2]

Value-added response: Outstanding learners can design exercises that combine plural rules with
authentic contexts, such as reading French newspapers where irregular plurals appear frequently:
They may also create flashcards or group nouns by endings (-al, -eau) to reinforce patterns,

ensuring accuracy in both writing and speaking.

Pilot Questions 2.1

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.

une maison est grande

des livres

Pilot Questions 2.2

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

maison

le

describing a-feminine noun
la maison est grande

learning nouns with their articles

Pilot Questions 2:3

1.
2.
3.
4

5.

add -s

maisons
animaux
bateaux

les enfants jouent

Pilot Questions 2.4

1.

-

[

Le livre est sur la table
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2. feminine plural agreement
Les enfants jouent

Les livre sont grands

o &~ w

internalise article, gender, and plural rules

References and Attributions [Series 2]

General references

o Course content adapted from FRE 103: Introduction to French Grammar (2 Units C: LH 30).
o Suggested OER repositories for further study:

o OER Commons (https://www.oercommons.org)

o MERLOT (https://www.merlot.org)

o Open Textbook Library (https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks (open.umn.edu in Bing))

Figures

o Figure 2.1: Definite vs indefinite articles — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a diagram
comparing definite and indefinite articles in-French with examples.” Suggested OER search
string: “OER diagram French definite vs indefinite articles.”

o Figure 2.2: Strategies for remembering gender distinctions — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt:
“Create a diagram showing strategies for remembering French noun gender, such as learning with
articles.” Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram French noun gender learning strategies.”

o Figure 2.3: Correcting plural formation errors — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a
diagram showing common mistakes in French plural formation with corrections.” Suggested OER
search string: “OER diagram French plural formation errors corrections.”

e Figure 2.4: Article usage in French sentences — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a
diagram showing French sentences with definite and indefinite articles side by side.” Suggested
OER search string: “OER diagram French sentences definite vs indefinite articles.”

Tables

e Table 2.1: Definite articles in French — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Generate a table
showing French definite articles with examples and meanings.” Suggested OER search string:
“OER French definite articles examples table.”
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e Table 2.2: Examples of French nouns with gender — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Generate
a table showing French nouns with gender and meanings.” Suggested OER search string: “OER
French nouns gender examples table.”

o Table 2.3: Regular plural formation in French — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Generate a
table showing regular plural formation of French nouns and adjectives.” Suggested OER search
string: “OER French plural formation regular nouns adjectives table.”

o Table 2.4: Examples of gender and plural agreement in sentences — Al-generated suggestion.
Prompt: “Generate a table showing French sentences with gender and plural agreement
explained.” Suggested OER search string: “OER French sentences gender plural agreement
examples.”

Boxes

e Box 2.1: Common article errors and corrections — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a
text box listing common French article errors with corrections.” Suggested OER search string:
“OER French grammar article errors corrections.”

e Box 2.2: Rules of gender agreement in French — Al=generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a text
box summarising French gender agreement rules with examples.” Suggested OER search string:
“OER French grammar gender agreement rules examples.”

e Box 2.3: Examples of irregular plural forms — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a text
box listing examples of irregular plural forms in French.” Suggested OER search string: “OER
French irregular plural forms examples.”

e Box 2.4: Practice sentences for learners — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a text box
with practice sentences.showing article, gender, and plural agreement in French.” Suggested OER
search string: “OER French practice sentences articles gender plural agreement.”
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Series 3

Course Code: FRE 103

Course Title: Introduction to French Grammar

Course Credit load: 2 Units

List Series:

Series 1: Foundations of French Lexical Acquisition.

Series 2: Articles, Gender, and Plural Formation in French Grammar

Series 3: Verb Identification and Conjugation Across Key Tenses.

Series 4: Sentence Structures: Negative, Interrogative, and Imperative Forms.

Series 5: Interference of English and the Challenge of Faux Amis.

Parts Outline for Series 3
Part 3.1: Identifying French Verbs

3.1.1 Definition and role of verbs in sentences
3.1.2 Recognising infinitive forms (-er, -ir, -re)
3.1.3 Distinguishing regular and irregular verbs

Part 3.2: Conjugation in the Present Tense

3.2.1 Regular -er verbs (e.g. parler)
3.2.2 Regular -ir and -re verbs
3.2.3 Common irregular verbs (étre, avoir, aller, faire)

Part 3.3: Conjugation in the Past Tense (Passé Composé)

3.3.1 Formationwith avoir as.auxiliary
3.3.2 Formation with étre as auxiliary
3.3.3 Agreement rules in passé composé

Part 3.4: Conjugation in the Future Tense

3.4.1 Simple future endings for regular verbs
3.4.2 lrregular stems in the future tense
3.4.3 Practical sentence applications

Introduction

Verbs are at the heart of French grammar, as they express actions, states, and processes. Without them,
sentences cannot convey meaning effectively. For learners, identifying verbs and mastering their

)
L S
IET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION

STUDENTS



conjugation across key tenses is one of the most important steps in building fluency. This Series focuses
on helping you recognise verbs and use them correctly in everyday communication.

The aim of this Series is to enable you to identify French verbs, distinguish between regular and irregular
forms, and conjugate them accurately in the present, past, and future tenses. By the end of this Series, you
will be able to apply these conjugations confidently in sentences, ensuring that your communication is
both grammatically correct and meaningful.

We shall begin by learning how to identify verbs in their infinitive forms and classify them as regular or
irregular. Next, we will explore conjugation in the present tense, covering both regular patterns and
common irregular verbs. We will then move on to the past tense, focusing on the passé composé with-its
auxiliary verbs and agreement rules. Finally, we will study the future tense, examining both regular
endings and irregular stems, before applying all these forms in practical sentence construction.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 3.1: define French verbs and classify them into infinitive forms (-er, -ir, -re) as regular or
irregular,

e SLO 3.2: demonstrate how to conjugate regular and irregular verbs in the present tense,

e SLO 3.3: apply rules for forming the passé.composé using avoir and étre as auxiliaries, including
agreement rules,

e SLO 3.4: construct sentences using the simple future tense with both regular endings and
irregular stems.

3.1 Identifying French Verbs

3.1.1 Definition and role of verbs in sentences

Verbs are words that express actions, states, or processes. In French, verbs are central to sentence
construction because they determine how subjects and objects interact. For example, in the sentence Je
parle frangais (I speak French), the verb parle conveys the action of speaking. Without verbs, sentences
cannot communicate meaning effectively.

Fillin the blank: In the sentence Je parle frangais, the verb is
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The Central Role of the Verb in French Sentence Structure

G )

NEGATION tADVERBES
(Not) (How, When, Where)

ne + [VERBE] + pas bien, souvent, vite

SUJET VERBE OBJET
(The Actor) (The Engine) (The Receiver)

Je, Tu, lI/Elle, Nous, Vous, une pomme, le livre,
a Pierre, la, lui, leur

lis/Elles, Marie, Le chat
Pronoms Objets (Placed Before)
TEMPS & MODE le, la, les, me, te, nous, vous, lui, leur

(When & How)

Présent, Passé Composé, Imparfait,
Futur, Conditionnel, Subjonctif

Figure 3.1: Verbs as the core of French sentences.
3.1.2 Recognising infinitive forms (-er, -ir, -re)

The infinitive is the base form of a verb, not yet conjugated for tense or subject. In French, infinitives
typically end in -er, -ir, or -re. Examples include parler (to speak), finir (to finish), and vendre (to sell).
Recognising these endings helps learners identify verbs quickly and prepare for conjugation.

Fill in the blank: The verb finir belongs to the group of infinitives.

Ending||[Example|Meaning

-er parler ||to speak
-ir finir to finish
-re vendre |[|to sell

Table 3.1: Common French infinitive endings.
3.1.3 Distinguishing regular and irregular verbs

Regular verbs follow predictable patterns when conjugated. For example, parler (to speak) follows the
standard -er conjugation rules. Irregular verbs, however, do not follow these patterns and must be
memorised individually. Common irregular verbs include étre (to be), avoir (to have), aller (to go), and
faire (to do/make). Recognising whether a verb is regular or irregular is crucial for accurate conjugation.

Fill in'the blank: The verb étre is classified as

-
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Pilot
1.

French Verbs: Regular & Irregular Examples (OER)

REGULAR VERBS (Verbes IRREGULAR VERBS (Verbes
Réguliers) - Follow Patterns Irréguliers) - Unique Patterns
-ER Group (Most Common): parler (to Top 4 Most Common: étre (to be), avoir

speak), manger (to eat), aimer (to like/love), | (to have), aller (to go), faire (to make/do).
chanter (to sing), travailler (to work).
Modal Verbs: pouvoir (can/to be able),

-IR Group (Regular): finir (to finish), vouloir (to want), devoir (must/to have to).
choisir (to choose), réussir (to succeed),
grandir (to grow), remplir (to fill). Other Common Verbs: voir (to see), venir

(to come), prendre (to take), partir (to
-RE Group (Regular): attendre (to wait), leave), sortir (to go out), mettre (to put),

vendre (to sell), entendre (to hear), savoir (to know), connaitre (to know/be
répondre (to answer), perdre (to lose). familiar with).
L*Conjugations follow predictable rules based on ending. *Must memorize individual conjugation patterns. OER
\ ),

Box 3.1: Examples of regular and irregular verbs

Questions 3.1

Which of the following is a verb inthe sentence Je parle frangais? a) Je b) parle ¢) francais d)
none

Which infinitive ending does the verb vendre belong.to? a) -er b) -ir ¢) -re d) -oir
Which of the following is a regular verh? a) étre b) avoir c) parler d) aller
The infinitive form of finir-means: a) to speak b) to finish c) to sell d) to go

Which of the following verbs is irregular? a) parler b) finir ¢) vendre d) faire

3.2 Conjugation.in the Present Tense

3.2.1 Regular -er verbs (e.g. parler)

Regular verbs are verbs that follow predictable patterns when conjugated. The most common group in
French is the -erverbs. For example, parler (to speak) is conjugated by removing -er and adding endings
that correspond to the subject pronoun: je parle, tu parles, il/elle parle, nous parlons, vous parlez, ils/elles
parlent.

Fill in the blank: The correct present tense form of parler for nous is

-

Do)

Subject||Conjugation||Meaning

je parle | speak

tu parles you speak
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Subject||Conjugation

Meaning

il/elle ||parle

he/she speaks

nous ||parlons

we speak

vous ||parlez

you speak (formal/plural)

ils/elles ||parlent

they speak

Table 3.2: Present tense conjugation of parler.

3.2.2 Regular -ir and -re verbs

-ir and -re verbs also follow regular patterns. For finir (to finish), the endings are -is, -is, -it, -issons, -
issez, -issent. For vendre (to sell), the endings are -s, -s, -, -0ns, -ez, -ent. These endings must be

memorised and applied consistently.

Fill in the blank: The correct present tense form of finir for ils is

Subiject|(finir (to finish)|lvendre (to sell)
je finis vends

tu finis vends

il/elle ||finit vend

nous - [[finissons vendons

vous  [[finissez vendez

ils/elles ||finissent vendent

Table 3.3: Present tense conjugation of finir and vendre
3.2.3 Common irregular verbs (étre, avoir, aller, faire)

Irregular verbs do not follow standard conjugation rules and must be memorised individually. Some of
the most important irregular verbs are étre (to be), avoir (to have), aller (to go), and faire (to do/make).
These verbs are used frequently in everyday communication, so mastering them is essential.

Fill in the blank: The correct present tense form of é&tre for vous is

-

[
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Présent des Verbes Irréguliers Communs (OER French)
ETRE AVOIR ALLER FAIRE
(to be) (to have) (togo) |(to make/do)
je suis jai je vais je fais
tu es tu as tu vas tu fais
il/elle/on est | il/elle/on a | il/elle/on va | il/elle/on fait
nous sommes | nous avons | nous allons | nous faisons
vous étes VOus avez vous allez | vous faites
ils/elles sont | ils/elles ont |ils/elles vont | ils/elles font
. o/ [E][R] open Educational Resouue)

Box 3.2: Present tense forms of common irregular verbs.

Pilot Questions 3.2

1.

Which of the following is the correct present tense form of parler for nous? a) parlons b) parlez c)
parlent d) parle

The correct present tense form of finir for.ils is: @) finit b) finissent c) finissons d) finis

Which of the following is the correct present tense form of vendre for vous? a) vends b) vendons
c) vendez d) vendent

The correct present tense form of étre for vous is: a) étes b) sommes c) es d) sont

Which of the following verbs is'irregular? a) parler b) finir ¢) vendre d) aller

3.3 Conjugation in the Past Tense (Passé Composé)

3.3.1 Formation with avoir as auxiliary

The passé composé is the most common past tense in French, used to describe completed actions. It is
formed with anauxiliary verb (avoir or étre) plus the past participle of the main verb. Most verbs use
avoir. For example, j 'ai parlé means “I spoke”. The auxiliary is conjugated in the present tense, while the
past participle remains fixed.

Fill in the blank: The passé composé of parler with je is

-

[

Subject||Auxiliary (avoir)||Past participle|[Example
je ai parlé j’ai parlé
tu as parlé tu as parlé
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Subject||Auxiliary (avoir)||Past participle|Example

illelle |a parlé il/elle a parlé
nous |lavons parlé nous avons parlé
vous  |lavez parlé vous avez parlé
ils/elles||ont parlé ils/elles ont parlé

Table 3.4: Passé composé with avoir.

3.3.2 Formation with étre as auxiliary

Some verbs use étre instead of avoir in the passé composé. These are mostly verbs of movement or
change of state, such as aller (to go), venir (to come), arriver (to arrive), and partir.(to leave). For
example, je suis allé means “I went”. When étre is used, the past participle must agree in gender and
number with the subject.

Fill in the blank: The passé composé of aller with elle is

Passé Composé with Etre: Common Verbs & Examples (OER French)
Verb (Infinitive) & Past Participle | Example Sentence (Agreement shown)
Devenir (devenu) Elle est devenue médecin.

Revenir (revenu) lls sont revenus hier.

Monter (monté) Je suis montée dans le bus.

Rester (resté) Nous sommes restées a la mraison.

Sortir (sorti) Tu es sortie avec tes amis?

Venir (venu) Il est venu seul.

Aller (allé) Elles sont allées au cinéma.

Naitre (né) Le bébé est né ce matin.

Descendre (descendu) Elle est descendue du train.

Entrer (entre) lls sont entrés dans la salle.

Rentrer Srentré) Marie est rentrée tard.

Tomber (tombé) Je suis tombée dans la rue.

Retourner (retourné) Il est retourné en France.

Arriver garrivé) Elles sont arrivées a I'heure.

Mourir (mort) L’écrivain est mort en 1900.

Partir (parti) lls sont partis en vacances. ~ OER|
* Remember to agree the past participle in gender and number with the subject!

Box 3.3: Common verbs using étre in the passé composé

3.3.3 Agreement rules in passé composé

When the auxiliary étre is used, the past participle must agree with the subject in gender and number.
Forexample, elle est allée (she went) adds -e for feminine, while ils sont allés (they went) adds -s for
plural. With avoir, agreement is generally not required unless a direct object precedes the verb.

Fill in the blank: The correct passé composé form of aller for elles is

)
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OER Diagram: Passé Composé Agreement with Etre (Gender & Number)

Auxiliary Verb =
ETRE (to be)

MASCULINE SINGULAR FEMININE SINGULAR
(e.g., Il, Le gargon) (e.g., Elle, La fille)

2 “Il est allé.” AGREEMENT: a Elle est allée. (+e)
(No addition) Past Participle Agrees
with SUBJECT

MASCULINE PLURAL FEMININE PLURAL
(e.g., lls, Les garcons) (e.g., Elles, Les filles)

22 lls sont allés. (+s) m Elles sont allées. (+es)

| OER (Open Educational Resource) | CC BY—I

Figure 3.3: Agreement in passé compose.

Pilot Questions 3.3

1.

Which auxiliary verb is most commonly used in the passé compose? a) étre b) avoir c) aller d)
faire

The passé composeé of parler with nous is: @) nous parlons b) nous avons parlé c) nous parlions d)
nous parlerons

Which of the following verbs uses étre inthe passé composé? a) parler b) vendre c) aller d) finir

The correct passé compose form of aller with elle is: a) elle a allé b) elle est allé c) elle est allée
d) elle a allée

Which of the following sentences shows correct agreement? a) elles sont allé b) elles sont allées
c) elles ont allé d) elles ont allées

3.4'Conjugation in the Future Tense

3.4.1 Simple future endings for regular verbs

The future tense in French expresses actions that will happen. For regular verbs, the future tense is
formed by adding specific endings to the infinitive form. For -er and -ir verbs, the endings are -ai, -as, -a,
-ons, -ez, -ont. For example, parler (to speak) becomes je parlerai, tu parleras, il/elle parlera, nous
parlerons, vous parlerez, ils/elles parleront.

Fill in the blank: The correct future tense form of parler for nous is
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3.4.2 Irregular stems in the future tense

Subject  ||Conjugation Meaning

je parlerai I will speak

tu parleras you will speak

il/elle parlera he/she will speak

nous parlerons we will speak

VOUS parlerez you will speak (formal/plural)
ils/elles parleront they will speak

Table 3.5: Simple future conjugation of parler.

Some verbs use irregular stems in the future tense, though they still take the same endings. For example,
avoir (to have) becomes aur-, étre (to be) becomes ser-, aller (to.go) becomes ir-, and faire (to do/make)
becomes fer-. These irregular stems must be memaorised.

Fill in the blank: The future tense stem of étre is

r

Infinitive > Irregular Stem

avoir - aur-
étre - ser-
aller = ir-

faire - fer-

voir - verr-

pouvoir = pourr-

vouloir = voudr-

devoir - devr-

venir - viendr-

savoir - saur-

recevoir - recevr-

mourir > mourr-

courir = courr-

pleuvoir - pleuvr-

falloir > faudr-

Il sera content. (He will be happy.)

Nous irons en France. (We will go to France.)
Tu feras tes devoirs. (You will do your homework.)
Elles verront un film. (They will see a movie.)
Je pourrai venir. (I will be able to come.)
Vous voudrez partir. (You will want to leave.)
On devra étudier. (One will have to study.)
lIs viendront bient6t. (They will come soon.)
Elle saura la réponse. (She will know the answer.)
Je recevrai une lettre. (I will receive a letter.)

Il mourra un jour. (He will die one day.)
Nous courrons vite. (We will run fast.)

Il pleuvra demain. (It will rain tomorrow.)

Il faudra partir. (It will be necessary to leave.)

\_ *Note: Future endings (-ai, -as, -a, -ons, -6z, -ont) are regular for these stems. Based on Open Educational Resources. (@0l

Box 3.4: Common irregular stems in the future tense

3.4.3 Practical sentence applications

Using the future tense in sentences allows learners to express plans and predictions. For example,
Demain, je parlerai avec mon ami (Tomorrow, | will speak with my friend) or Nous irons a I’école (We

-
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will go to school). Practising with both regular and irregular verbs helps learners gain fluency in everyday
communication.

Fill in the blank: The correct future tense form of aller for nous is

Le Futur Simple: Regular & Irregular French Sentences

VERBES REGULIERS (Regular Verbs)

e 3
-ER  INFINITIVE + ENDINGS
Demain, je parlerai au professeur.
(Tomorrow, | will speak to the teacher.)
o
e R
-IR  INFINITIVE + ENDINGS
Tu finiras ton travail bientot.
L (You will finish your work soon.) )

(s A
-RE INFINITIVE (drop ‘e’) + ENDINGS

JBY |l vendra sa voiture.
Eﬂ (He will sell his car.)
A

e

COMMON FUTURE ENDINGS APPLY TO ALL STEMS: -ai, -as, -a, -ons, -€z, -ont

-ai, -as,
-a’
-ons,
-ez, -ont

VERBES IRREGULIERS (Irregular Verbs)

4 ™
| AVOIR-aur- STEM (aur-) + ENDINGS

ETRE-ser- STEM (ser-) + ENDINGS

~ ~) Nous serons contents.
\ & (We will be happy.)

Jaurai le temps plus tard.
(I will have time later.)

( ALLER -ir- STEM (ir-) + ENDINGS
‘l ‘;( Vous irez en France.
(You wi/l'go to France.)

([ FAIRE-fer- STEM (fer-) + ENDINGS

\ m Elles feront leurs devoirs.
_ ==| (They will do their homework.)

Open Educational D
DG Ok=ks

Figure 3.4: Practical applications of the future tense.

Pilot Questions 3.4

1.

Which of the following is the correct future tense form of parler for nous? a) parlons b) parlerons

c) parlerez d) parlera

The irregular future stem of avoir is: a) av- b) aur- ¢) ai- d) au-

Which of the following is.the correct future tense form of étre for je? a) je suis b) j’étais ¢) je

serai d) j’aurai

The correct future tense form of aller for nous is: a) nous allons b) nous allions ¢) nous irons d)

nous irions

Which of the following sentences is correct in the future tense? a) Demain, je parle avec mon ami
b) Demain, je parlerai avec mon ami c) Demain, je parlais avec mon ami d) Demain, je parlé avec

mon ami

Series Summary

This Series has focused on the identification and conjugation of French verbs across key tenses, which is
a vital skill for building accurate and fluent communication. We began by learning how to recognise
verbs in their infinitive forms and distinguish between regular and irregular types. From there, we

-
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explored present tense conjugation, covering both predictable patterns and essential irregular verbs. We
then moved into the past tense with the passé composé, examining how auxiliaries and agreement rules
shape its use. Finally, we studied the future tense, looking at regular endings and irregular stems, and
applied them in practical sentence contexts.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define and classify verbs (SLO 3.1), demonstrate
present tense conjugations (SLO 3.2), apply rules for forming the passé composé with accuracy (SLO
3.3), and construct sentences using the simple future tense with both regular and irregular verbs (SLO
3.4). These outcomes provide you with a strong foundation for expressing actions and events across time,
enabling clearer and more confident communication in French.

Glossary of Terms

Agreement: The rule in French grammar that requires verbs, articles, or adjectives to match the
subject in gender and number when necessary.

Auxiliary verb: A helping verb used with.a main verb to form compound tenses, such as avoir or
étre in the passé composé.

Future tense: A verb form used to express actions that will happen, often formed with endings like
-ai, -as, -a, -ons, -ez, -ont.

Infinitive: The base form of a.verb before conjugation, usually ending in -er, -ir, or -re.

Irregularwverb: A verb that does not follow standard conjugation patterns and must be memorised
individually, such as étre or aller.

Passé composé: A.common French past tense used to describe completed actions, formed with an
auxiliary verb and a past participle.

Past participle: The fixed verb form used with auxiliaries to create compound tenses, such as parlé
(spoken) or fini (finished).

Present tense: A verb form used to express actions happening now, with endings that vary
depending on the verb group and subject.

Regular verb: A verb that follows predictable conjugation patterns, such as parler or finir.

Stem: The part of the verb that remains after removing the infinitive ending, used as the base for
conjugation.

-
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Concept Check Questions [Series 3]

Objective questions

1. (Linked to SLO 3.1) Which of the following is an infinitive ending in French? a) -er b) -ing.c) -ed
d) -tion

2. (Linked to SLO 3.2) The correct present tense form of finir for ils is: a) finit b) finissent c)
finissons d) finis

3. (Linked to SLO 3.3) Which auxiliary verb is most commonly used in the passé composé? a) étre
b) avoir c) aller d) faire

4. (Linked to SLO 3.4) The irregular future stem of étre is: a) et- b) ser- ¢) soi- d) eur-

Short-answer questions
5. (Linked to SLO 3.1) Define an infinitive verb in French and give one example.
6. (Linked to SLO 3.2) Provide the present tense conjugation of parler for nous.
7. (Linked to SLO 3.3) Write the passé composé of aller for elle.
8. (Linked to SLO 3.4) Construct a sentence in the future tense using the verb avoir.

Long-answer questions

9. (Linked to SLO 3.1 and SLO 3.2) Explain the difference between regular and irregular verbs in
French, and analyse how this affects conjugation in the present tense.

10. (Linked to SLO.3:3 and SLO 3.4) Evaluate the challenges learners face when forming the passé
composé and-the future tense;and design strategies to practise these tenses effectively in
sentences.

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3]
Objective questions
1. a)-er
2. ' b)finissent
3. b) avoir
4. D) ser-
Short-answer questions
5. Aninfinitive is the base form of a verb before conjugation, e.g. parler (to speak).
F
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6. nous parlons
7. elleestallée
8. Example: Demain, j aurai un examen (Tomorrow, | will have an exam).

Long-answer questions

9. Basic response: Regular verbs follow predictable patterns, such as parler — je parle,tu parles.
Irregular verbs, like étre or aller, do not follow these rules and must be memorised.

Value-added response: Beyond memorisation, learners should practise irregular verbs in
everyday contexts since they occur frequently. Comparing regular and irregular patterns helps
reinforce recognition and usage.

10. Basic response: Learners often struggle with agreement rules in the passé composé and irregular
stems in the future tense. Strategies include memorising common irregular forms and practising
them in sentences.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners can design practice activities such as verb charts,
flashcards, or writing short narratives that combine past and future tenses. They may also use
authentic materials like French news articles or dialogues to see these tenses in real use,
strengthening both accuracy and fluency.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]

Pilot Questions 3.1

1. parle

2. -ir

3. parler
4. to finish
5. faire

Pilot Questions 3.2

1. parlons
2. finissent
3. vendez
4. étes

5. aller

Pilot Questions 3.3

1. avoir
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2. nous avons parlé
aller

elle est allée

o &~ w

elles sont allées

Pilot Questions 3.4

1. parlerons
2. aur-
3. jeserai

4. nous irons

5. Demain, je parlerai avec mon ami

References and Attributions [Series 3]
General references
o Course content adapted from FRE 103: Introduction to.French Grammar (2 Units C: LH 30).
e Suggested OER repositories for further study:
o OER Commons (https://www.oercommons.org)
o MERLOT (https:/www.merlot.org)
o Open Textbook Library (https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks (open.umn.edu in Bing)
Figures

o Figure 3:1: Verbs as the core of French sentences — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a
diagram showing verbs at the centre of French sentence construction.” Suggested OER search
string: “OER diagram French verbs sentence structure.”

o ' Figure 3.3: Agreement in passé composé — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a diagram
showing agreement rules in passé composé with étre, including gender and number.” Suggested
OER search string: “OER diagram French passé compos¢ agreement rules.”

o Figure 3.4: Practical applications of the future tense — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create
a diagram showing French sentences in the future tense with regular and irregular verbs.”
Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram French future tense sentences examples.”

Tables
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e Table 3.1: Common French infinitive endings — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Generate a
table showing French infinitive verb endings with examples and meanings.” Suggested OER
search string: “OER French infinitive verb endings examples table.”

o Table 3.2: Present tense conjugation of parler — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Generate a
table showing present tense conjugation of the French verb parler with meanings.” Suggested
OER search string: “OER French verb parler present tense conjugation table.”

o Table 3.3: Present tense conjugation of finir and vendre — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt:
“Generate a table showing present tense conjugation of French verbs finir and vendre with
meanings.” Suggested OER search string: “OER French verb finir vendre present tense
conjugation table.”

e Table 3.4: Passé composé with avoir — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Generate a table
showing passé composé formation with avoir for the verb parler.” Suggested OER search string:
“OER French passé composé avoir examples table.”

e Table 3.5: Simple future conjugation of parler — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Generate a
table showing simple future conjugation of the French verb parler with meanings.” Suggested
OER search string: “OER French verb parler simple future conjugation table.”

Boxes

e Box 3.1: Examples of regular and irregular verbs — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a
text box listing examples of regular and irregular French verbs.” Suggested OER search string:
“OER French regular vs irregulat verbs examples.”

e Box 3.2: Present tense forms of common irregular verbs — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt:
“Create a text box listing present tense forms of common irregular French verbs étre, avoir, aller,
faire.” Suggested OER search string: “OER French irregular verbs étre avoir aller faire present
tense.”

e Box 3.3: Common. verbs using étre in the passé composé — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt:
“Create atext box listing common French verbs that use étre in the passé composé with
examples.” Suggested OER search string: “OER French passé composé étre verbs examples.”

e _Box 3.4: Common irregular stems in the future tense — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create
a text box listing common irregular stems in the French future tense with examples.” Suggested
OER search string: “OER French irregular verb stems future tense examples.”
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Series 4

Course Code: FRE 103

Course Title: Introduction to French Grammar

Course Credit load: 2 Units

List Series:

Series 1: Foundations of French Lexical Acquisition.

Series 2: Articles, Gender, and Plural Formation in French Grammar

Series 3: Verb Identification and Conjugation Across Key Tenses.

Series 4: Sentence Structures: Negative, Interrogative, and Imperative Forms.

Series 5: Interference of English and the Challenge of Faux Amis.

Parts Outline for Series 4
Part 4.1: Negative sentence structures

4.1.1 Basic negation with rne...pas
4.1.2 Variations of negation (ne...jamais, ne...rien, ne...personne)
4.1.3 Common errors in negation

Part 4.2: Interrogative sentence structures

4.2.1 Yes/no questions using.inversion and est-ce que
4.2.2 Wh-questions with interrogative words (qui, que, ou, quand, pourgquoi, comment)
4.2.3 Spoken vs written forms of questions

Part 4.3: Imperative sentence structures

4.3.1 Formation of the imperative with regular verbs
4.3.2 Irregular verbs in the imperative (étre, avoir, savoir, vouloir)
4.3.3 Politeness and tone in imperative sentences

Part 4.4: Integrating sentence structures in communication

4.4.1 Combining negative, interrogative, and imperative forms in dialogues
4.4.2 Practical applications in everyday French
4.4.3 Exercises for fluency and accuracy

Introduction

Sentence structures are essential for expressing meaning clearly in French. Beyond simple declarative
sentences, learners must be able to form negatives, ask questions, and give commands. These structures
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are used constantly in everyday communication, whether to deny something, seek information, or instruct
politely. Mastering them ensures that learners can interact effectively in both spoken and written contexts.

The aim of this Series is to enable you to construct negative, interrogative, and imperative sentences
accurately and confidently. By the end of this Series, you will be able to apply these structures in
dialogues, recognise variations in usage, and integrate them naturally into communication.

We shall begin by exploring negative sentence structures, starting with the basic ne...pas form and
moving to variations such as ne...jamais and ne...rien. Next, we will examine interrogative structures,
including yes/no questions and wh-questions, with attention to differences between spoken-and written
forms. We will then study imperative sentences, focusing on both regular and irregular verbs, as well as
politeness strategies. Finally, we will integrate all three structures into practical communication exercises,
helping you use them fluently in everyday French.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 4.1: construct negative sentences in French using re...pas.and other variations such as
ne...jamais and ne...rien,

e SLO 4.2: demonstrate how to form interrogative sentences, including yes/no questions and wh-
guestions with interrogative words,

o SLO 4.3: apply rules for creating imperative sentences with both regular and irregular verbs,

o SLO 4.4: integrate negative, interrogative, and imperative structures into practical dialogues for
effective communication.

4.1 Negative Sentence Structures
4.1.1 Basic negation with ne...pas

In French, the most common way to make a sentence negative is by using ne...pas, which surrounds the
verb. For example, Je parle frangais (I speak French) becomes Je ne parle pas frangais (I do not speak
French). The word ne comes before the verb, and pas follows it. In spoken French, ne is often dropped,
but in writing it must be included.

Fill in the blank: The negative form of Je mange une pomme is
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Affirmative Negative Meaning

Je parle francais Je ne parle pas francais I do not speak French

Tu aimes le chocolat||Tu n’aimes pas le chocolat|You do not like chocolate

Il regarde la télé Il ne regarde pas la télé He does not watch TV

Table 4.1: Examples of basic negation with ne...pas.
4.1.2 Variations of negation (ne...jamais, ne...rien, ne...personne)
Beyond ne...pas, French uses other negative structures to express different meanings.
e ne...jamais means “never” (e.g. Je ne voyage jamais — I never travel).

e ne...rien means “nothing” (e.g. Je ne vois rien — I see nothing).

e ne...personne means “nobody” (e.g. Je ne connais personne — I know nobody).

These variations expand your ability to express negation in everyday situations.

Fill in the blank: The sentence Je ne vois means “T'see nothing.”

French Negation Variations (OER)

ne...jamais (never)
9 Je ne fume jamais. (I never smoke.)
Il n’est jamais allé a Paris. (He has never been to Paris.)
Tu ne regardes jamais la télévision? (Do you never watch television?)

ne...rien (nothing)
tﬁl Je ne veux rien. (I want nothing.)
Elle n‘a rien acheté. (She bought nothing.)
Nous n’avons rien fait hier. (We did nothing yesterday.)

ne...personne (no one)
Je ne vois personne. (I see no one.)
é% Il n'a parlé a personne. (He spoke to no one.)
Personne n’est venu. (No one came. - subject)
Je ne connais personne ici. (| know no one here.)

Based on Open Educational Resources (OER). Remember ‘ne’ goes before the conjugated verb, and the second part JOE R

| (jamais, rien, personne) usually follows it, but can vary, especially with compound tenses and ‘personne’ as subject.

Box 4.1: Common variations of negation

4.1.3 Commaon errors in negation

Learners often make mistakes when forming negatives. A frequent error is forgetting to place ne before
the verb or pas after it. Another mistake is using pas alone without ne, which is acceptable in casual
speech but incorrect in formal writing. It is also important to remember agreement in sentences with

ne...personne Or ne...rien, as they function like subjects or objects.

Fill'in'the blank: In formal French, the word ne must always be placed the verb.

-
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French Negation: Placement of “ne ... pas” around Verbs

SIMPLE TENSES (e.g., Présent, Futur Simple, Imparfait)

| [SUBIJECT] [CONJUGATED VERB]
= (e.g.,Je, Tu, Il) (e.g., mange, parleras, aimait)

[ne/n’] [pas]

Je ne mange pas de chocolat. (/ do not eat chocolate.)

COMPOUND TENSES (e.g., Passé Composé, Plus-que-parfait)
> I ) , [AUXILIARY VERB] [PAST PARTICIPLE]
[SUBJECT] [ne4/ n] l—' (e.g., ai, as, est, avait) (e.g., mangé, parlé, allé)

Je n’ai pas manggé. (I have not eaten.)

INFINITIVE (e.g., ne pas manger)
» [ne pas] —>{ [INFINITIVE VERB] |
1

> —®
Il est important de ne pas fumer. (It is important not to smoke.) @ )

OER (Open Educational Resource)

Figure 4.1: Placement of negation in French sentences.

Pilot Questions 4.1

1.

Which of the following is the correct negative form of Je parle francais? a) Je parle pas frangais
b) Je ne parle pas francais c) Je pas parle francais d).Je ne pas parle francais

The negative structure ne...jamais means: a) nothing b) nobody c) never d) not yet

Which of the following is.the correct negative form of 1l regarde la télé? a) Il regarde pas la télé
b) Il ne regarde pas la‘télé c) Il pas regarde la télé d) Il ne pas regarde la télé

The sentence Je ne connais personne means: a) | know nothing b) I know nobody c) | never know
d) I do not know something

In formal French, which part of the negative structure must always come before the verb? a) pas
b) rien ¢) ne.d) jamais

4.2 Interrogative Sentence Structures

4.2.1 Yes/no questions using inversion and est-ce que

In‘French, yes/no questions can be formed in two main ways. The first is by using inversion, where the
subject and verb switch places. For example, Tu parles francais (You speak French) becomes Parles-tu
francais ? (Do you speak French?). The second method is by using est-ce que before the statement: Est-
ce que tu parles frangais ? (Do you speak French?). Both are correct, though est-ce que is more common
in everyday speech.

-
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Fill in the blank: The question Est-ce que tu aimes le chocolat ? expects the answer or

Affirmative Question (inversion) ||Question (est-ce que) Meaning

Tu parles frangais  |[Parles-tu francais ? Est-ce que tu parles frangais ?  ||Do you speak French?

Il aime le chocolat ||/Aime-t-il le chocolat ? ||Est-ce que il aime le chocolat ? ||Does he like«chocolate?

\Vous regardez la télé||[Regardez-vous la télé ?||Est-ce que vous regardez la télé ?||Do you watch TV?

Table 4.2: Examples of yes/no questions
4.2.2 Wh-qguestions with interrogative words

Wh-questions are formed using interrogative words such as qui (who), que/qu 'est-ce que (what), ou
(where), quand (when), pourquoi (why), and comment (how). These words are placed at the beginning of
the question. For example, Ou habites-tu ? (Where do you live?) or Pourquoi étudies-tu le francais ?
(Why do you study French?).

Fill in the blank: The interrogative word comment means

@ 3
French Interrogative Words & Meanings
French Interrogative Word English Meaning
qui who / whom
que / qu'est-ce que / quoi what
ou where
quand when
pourquoi why
comment how
combien (de) how much / how many
quel / quelle / quels / quelles which / what
lequel / laquelle / lesquels / lesquelles which one(s)
a qui whose / to whom
a quoi of what / about what
L Based on Open Educational Resources (OER) oleR) ))

Box 4.2: Common interrogative words in French
4.2.3 Spoken vs written forms of questions

In spoken French, questions are often asked simply by raising intonation at the end of a statement, e.g. Tu
parles francais ? (You speak French?). In written French, however, inversion and est-ce que are more
common and considered grammatically correct. Learners should be aware of these differences to
communicate appropriately in both contexts.

Fill in the blank: In spoken French, a simple way to ask a question is by raising at the end of
a statement.
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FRENCH QUESTIONS: SPOKEN vs. WRITTEN FORMS (OER)

(D) SPOKEN FRENCH (FRANGAIS ORAL) [/ WRITTEN FRENCH (FRANGAIS ECRIT)
FORMALITY SPECTRUM: Informal <-> Formal
INFORMAL (INTONATION) STANDARD/FORMAL (EST-CE QUE)
/J Tuviens ? A @ Est-ce que vous venez ?
(Are you coming?) o (Are you coming? - formal ‘vous')
Statement + rising pitch. Very common in conversation. Common in writing, neutral to formal.
STANDARD (EST-CE QUE) % FORMAL (INVERSION)
? Est-ce que tu viens ? (Are you coming?) @ Venez-vous ? (Are you coming?)
Adds “Est-ce que” before statement. Neutral formality. Verb-Subject order with hyphen. Formal writing & speech.
- COMMON WITH QUESTION WORDS - FORMAL WITH QUESTION WORDS
g:and Tu vas ol ? (Where are you going?) / gﬂand Ou allez-vous ? (Where are you going?) /
; C'est quoi ? (What is it?) Qu'est-ce que c'est ? (What is it?)
Question word often at the end. Informal. Question word at start + Inversion or “Est-ce que”. Formal.
INFORMAL (SPOKEN) Formality increases with Inversion & Written forms. FORMAL (WRITTEN)
@ E® oven educational Resource | I
e — | =

Figure 4.2: Spoken vs written interrogative structures.

Pilot Questions 4.2

1.

Which of the following is a correct inversion question? a) Tu parles frangais ? b) Parles-tu
francais ? ¢) Tu francais parles ? d) Est-ce que tu parles francais ?

The interrogative word ou means:.a) why b) when¢) where d) who

Which of the following is a correct est-ce que question? a) Est-ce que tu parles francais ? b) Tu
est-ce que parles francais ? ) Est-ce que parles-tu francais ? d) Est-ce que francais tu parles ?

In spoken French, which method is often used to ask questions informally? a) inversion b) est-ce
gue c) intonation.d) passive voice

The interrogative word pourguoi means: a) how b) what c) why d) who

4.3 Imperative Sentence Structures

4.3.1 Formation of the imperative with regular verbs

The imperative is'used to give commands, instructions, or advice. In French, it is formed using the
present tense of verbs, but without the subject pronoun. For example, Tu parles (You speak) becomes
Parle ! (Speak!). For nous and vous, the forms are Parlons ! (Let’s speak!) and Parlez ! (Speak!). The
imperative is straightforward with regular verbs, but learners must remember that subject pronouns are
omitted.

Fill in

-

the blank: The imperative form of nous mangeons is
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Subject||Present tense| Imperative|Meaning

tu tu parles parle Speak!

nous |inous parlons ||parlons Let’s speak!

vous  ||vous parlez ||parlez Speak! (formal/plural)

Table 4.3: Imperative forms of regular verbs (parler).

4.3.2 Irregular verbs in the imperative (étre, avoir, savoir, vouloir)
Some verbs have irregular imperative forms that must be memorised.

e Btre: sois, soyons, soyez

e avoir: aie, ayons, ayez

e savoir: sache, sachons, sachez

o vouloir: veuille, veuillons, veuillez
These forms are often used in polite or formal contexts,especially veuillez (please).

Fill in the blank: The imperative form of avoir for tu.is

(" )\
Imperative Forms of French Irregular Verbs:
Etre, Avoir, Savoir, Vouloir (OER)

Verb ETRE AVOIR SAVOIR VOULOIR
(Infinitive) (to be) (to have) (to know) (to want)

Tu (Informal Sing.) Sois Aie Sache Veuille
Nous (Let’s...) Soyons Ayons Sachons | Veuillons
Vous (Formal/Plural) | Soyez Ayez Sachez Veuillez

Examples: Sois sage ! (Be good!); Ayons du courage ! (Let's have courage!);
Sachez la vérité ! (Know the truth!); Veuillez patienter. (Please wait. - formal)

oeR GG

Box 4.3: Imperative forms of common irregular verbs

4.3.3 Politeness and tone in imperative sentences

The imperative can sound direct or even harsh if not softened. In French, politeness is often added with
words like s il vous plait (please) or by using the polite imperative forms such as veuillez. For example,
Fermez la porte, s’il vous plait (Close the door, please). This makes commands more socially acceptable
and respectful.

Fill in the blank: To make Fermez la porte more polite, add at the end.

)

e
IET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



Comparing French Imperative: Polite vs. Direct (OER Diagram)

Cg Direct Imperative Polite Imperative
f PR ) S .
e (LImpératif Direct) (L'Impératif Poli) et
courteous
s N P B
Ferme la porte, s'il te plait. i .
Ferme la porte. Tu form, no v Close the door, please. Adc:; UPJ::SE
Close the door. softener. L Veuillez fermer la porte. “Veuillez".
Please close the door. - More formal
- ®, J
( i [ Parlez plus fort, s'l vous plait A
POLITENESS arlez plus fort, s'il vous plait. ) I
’ Parlez plus fort. "°;';ef§t'm' TRANSFORMATION " Speak louder, pleasel_ e And; UTg:se
))) Speak louder. command. (Ajout de Politesse) ) Egmzr;%i.::::kmdfr‘? lusfort? | onditional.

Conditional question

o J J

G N
Viens ici, s'il te plait.

» Viens ici. Tu form, direct *’ Come harg, pledse. Adgrs ug!;aas ¥
Come here. command. Tu peux venir ici ? question,

Can you come here? - Question

e B

. J \

OER (Open Educational Resource) | CC BY-SA 4.0

Figure 4.3: Politeness in imperative structures.

Pilot Questions 4.3

1. Which of the following is the correct imperative form of parler fortu? a) tu parles b) parle c)
parlez d) parlons

2. The imperative form of avoir for tu'is: a) aie b) ai c) ayons d) avez
3. Which of the following is the imperative form of étre for vous? a) sois b) soyons c) soyez d) étre

4. To make an imperative sentence more polite, you can add: a) merci b) s’il vous plait c) bonjour d)
au revoir

5. Which of the following is a polite imperative form often used in formal contexts? a) veuille b)
veuillez c) veux d) vouloir

4.4 Integrating Sentence Structures in Communication
4.4.1 Combining negative, interrogative, and imperative forms in dialogues

To communicate effectively, learners must be able to combine different sentence structures in real-life
dialogues. For example:

e  Negative: Je ne veux pas sortir ce soir (I do not want to go out tonight).
e Interrogative: Pourquoi ne veux-tu pas sortir ? (Why do you not want to go out?).

e Imperative: Alors, reste a la maison ! (Then, stay at home!). This integration shows how
negatives, questions, and commands can flow naturally in conversation.

Fill in the blank: The sentence Pourquoi ne veux-tu pas sortir ? is an example of an
structure.
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Structure ||[Example Meaning

Negative Je ne veux pas sortir ce soir I do not want to go out tonight

Interrogative||Pourquoi ne veux-tu pas sortir ?|\\WWhy do you not want to go out?

Imperative ||Alors, reste a la maison ! Then, stay at home!

Table 4.4: Dialogue combining sentence structures.

4.4.2 Practical applications in everyday French

These structures are used constantly in daily life. For example, when shopping:
o Negative: Je n’ai pas d’argent (1 do not have money).
e Interrogative: Combien ¢a codte ? (How much does it cost?).

e Imperative: Donnez-moi ce livre, s’il vous plait (Give me this book, please). By practising these
forms in everyday contexts, learners gain confidence in expressing themselves clearly and
appropriately.

Fill in the blank: The sentence Donnez-moi ce livre, s'il vous plait is an example of an
sentence.

Everyday French Sentence Structures: Negative, Interrogative, Imperative
(OER Examples)

(© NEGATIVE SENTENCES (La Négation - ne...pas)
e Je ne comprends pas. (I do not understand.)

Elle n'aime pas le café. (She does not like coffee.)

Nous ne sommes pas préts. (We are not ready.)

Il ny a pas de pain. (There is no bread.)

INTERROGATIVE SENTENCES (L'Interrogation - Asking Questions)
Est-ce que tu parles francais ? (Do you speak French?)

Comment t'appelles-tu ? / Tu t'appelles comment ? (What is your name?)
Ou sont les toilettes ? (Where are the toilets?)

Quelle heure est-il ? (What time is it?)

IMPERATIVE SENTENCES (L'Impératif - Commands & Requests)

Parlez plus lentement, s'il vous plait. (Speak more slowly, please. - formal/plural)
Ecoute-moi ! (Listen to me! - informal singular)

Allons-y ! (Let's go!)

Ne m’'oublie pas ! (Don't forget me!)

e 00 0°=| 00 0 o)
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Box 4.4: Everyday uses of sentence structures
4.4.3 Exercises for fluency and accuracy

To master these structures, learners should practise by writing short dialogues that include at least one
negative, one interrogative, and one imperative sentence. Role-playing conversations with classmates or
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practising aloud also helps reinforce fluency. Accuracy comes from paying attention to word order,
auxiliary use, and politeness markers.

Fill in the blank: To improve fluency, learners should practise by writing short that combine
different sentence structures.

FRENCH SENTENCE STRUCTURE: PRACTICE STRATEGIES (OER)

SENTENCE
STRUCTURE
PRACTICE

(La Pratique de la
Structure de la
Phrase)

4
1. NEGATION } ; ’ ;
P 2. INTERROGATIVE
( (la Négath ne ( (L'Interrogation - Questions) }

v v v v v v
Transformation Writing Speaking Creation Inversion Listening Action Matching Writing
Strategy: Strategy: Strategy: Strategy: Strategy: Strategy: Strategy: Strategy: Strategy:
Positive -> Create "ne...pas" Role-play Form questions Practice subject- | | Identify Give Match situati Write i {
Negative sentences declining offers with “Est-ce que" verb inversion in audio in context to commands (recipes, etc.)
I I
(Ex: Je mange. -> Je ne mange pas. ] [ Ex: Tu parles. -> Est-ce que tu parles ? / Parles-tu ? } Ex: (Tu) Ecoute !
(Nous) Allons-y !
(Vous) Parlez!
\ 4

GENERAL STRATEGIES: Mixed Practice,
Flashcards, Daily Journaling

Ceo)

Open Educational Resource |

Figure 4.4: Exercises for fluency and accuracy.
Pilot Questions 4.4

1. Which of the following is an example of an interrogative sentence? a) Je ne veux pas sortir ce soir
b) Pourquoi ne veux-tupas sortir ? c) Reste & la maison ! d) Je parle francais

2. The sentence Je n’ai pas d’argent is an example of: a) interrogative b) imperative c) negative d)
affirmative

3. Which of the following is.an imperative sentence? a) Donnez-moi ce livre, s’il vous plait b)
Combien ¢a colte ? c) Je ne connais personne d) Tu parles francgais

4. To practise fluency, learners should: a) memorise vocabulary lists only b) write short dialogues
combining sentence structures c) avoid using interrogatives d) focus only on negatives

5. The sentence Combien ¢a colte ? means: a) How much does it cost? b) Where is it? ¢) Why is it
expensive? d) Who sells it?
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Series Summary

This Series has focused on how to construct negative, interrogative, and imperative sentences in French,
which are essential for clear and effective communication. We began with negative structures, starting
from the basic ne...pas form and moving to variations such as ne...jamais, ne...rien, and ne...personne.
We then explored interrogative structures, including yes/no questions formed by inversion or est-ce que,
and wh-questions using interrogative words. Next, we studied imperative sentences, learning how to form
them with regular verbs, memorise irregular forms, and apply politeness strategies. Finally, we integrated
all three structures into practical dialogues and everyday contexts to reinforce fluency and accuracy.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to construct negative sentences (SLO 4.1),
demonstrate interrogative forms (SLO 4.2), apply rules for creating imperative sentences (SLO 4.3), and
integrate these structures into dialogues for effective communication (SLO 4.4). These outcomes provide
you with the tools to express denial, ask questions, and give instructions confidently; strengthening your
ability to interact naturally in French.

Glossary of Terms

o Imperative: A verb form used to give commands, instructions, or-advice, often without subject
pronouns.

e Inversion: A method of forming questions in French by reversing the order of the subject and
verb, e.g. Parles-tu francais ?.

e Interrogative word: A word used to ask questions, such as qui (who), ou (where), quand (when),
pourquoi (why), and comment (how).

o Negative structure: A sentence form that expresses denial or absence, commonly using re...pas
or variations like ne. .. jamais (never), ne...rien (nothing), and ne...personne (nobody).

e Politeness marker: A'word or phrase added to soften commands or requests, such as s il vous
plait (please) or veuillez (kindly).

e Yes/no question: A type of interrogative sentence that expects a simple answer of “yes” or “no,”
formed using inversion or est-ce que.

Concept Check Questions [Series 4]

Objective questions

)
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1. (Linked to SLO 4.1) Which of the following correctly expresses negation in French? a) Je pas
parle francais b) Je ne parle pas francais c) Je parle ne pas francais d) Je ne pas parle francais

2. (Linked to SLO 4.2) The interrogative word ou means: a) why b) where ¢) who d) when

3. (Linked to SLO 4.3) Which of the following is the imperative form of avoir for tu? a) ai b) aie c)
ayons d) avez

4. (Linked to SLO 4.4) The sentence Pourquoi ne veux-tu pas sortir ? is an example of: a)
imperative b) interrogative c) negative d) affirmative

Short-answer questions
5. (Linked to SLO 4.1) Write the negative form of Je mange une pomme.
6. (Linked to SLO 4.2) Construct a yes/no question using est-ce que with the verb parler.
7. (Linked to SLO 4.3) Provide the imperative form of parler for vous.

8. (Linked to SLO 4.4) Write a short dialogue of two sentences that combines one negative and one
imperative structure.

Long-answer questions

9. (Linkedto SLO 4.1 and SLO 4.2) Analyse‘the differences between negative and interrogative
structures in French, explaining how each changes the meaning of a sentence.

10. (Linked to SLO 4.3 and SLO 4.4)-Evaluate the importance of politeness in imperative sentences
and design strategies for integrating negative, interrogative, and imperative forms into everyday
communication.

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
Objective questions

1. Db) Je ne parle pas frangais

2. b)where

3. b)aie

4. b)interrogative
Short-answer questions

5. Je ne mange pas une pomme.

6. Est-ce que tu parles francais ?

7. Parlez!

8. Example: Je ne veux pas sortir. Reste a la maison !
F

Do)
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Long-answer questions

9.

10.

Basic response: Negative structures deny or negate an action, e.g. Je ne parle pas francais.
Interrogative structures ask questions, either yes/no or wh-questions, e.g. Parles-tu frangais ?.

Value-added response: Beyond their basic functions, negatives and interrogatives shape tone
and context. Negatives can express refusal or limitation, while interrogatives invite interaction.
Analysing both helps learners understand how meaning shifts depending on sentence structure.

Basic response: Politeness in imperatives is important to avoid sounding harsh. Adding s il vous
plait or using forms like veuillez makes commands more respectful. Strategies include practising
polite forms and combining them with negatives and questions in dialogues.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners can design role-play scenarios where they practise
giving instructions politely, asking clarifying questions, and responding with negatives. They may
also analyse authentic French conversations to see how politeness markers are naturally
integrated, thereby improving both accuracy and cultural awareness.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4]

Pilot Questions 4.1

1.
2.
3
4.
S.

b) Je ne parle pas francais
C) never

b) Il ne regarde pas la télé
b) I know nobody

c) ne

Pilot Questions 4.2

1.
2.
3

4.
5.

b) Parles-tufrangais ?

) where

a) Est-ce que tu parles francais ?
c) intonation

c) why

Pilot Questions 4.3

1.
2.
3.

D
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4. D) s’il vous plait
5. b) veuillez
Pilot Questions 4.4
1. b) Pourguoi ne veux-tu pas sortir ?
2. C) negative
3. a) Donnez-moi ce livre, s’il vous plait
4. b) write short dialogues combining sentence structures

5. a) How much does it cost?

References and Attributions [Series 4]

General references

o Course content adapted from FRE 103: Introduction to-French.Grammar (2 Units C: LH 30).
e Suggested OER repositories for further study:

o OER Commons (https://www.0ercommons.org)

o MERLOT (https://www.merlot.org)

o Open Textbook Library (https://fopen.umn.edu/opentextbooks (open.umn.edu in Bing))

Figures

e Figure 4.1: Placement of negation in French sentences — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt:
“Create a diagram showing placement of ne and pas around verbs in French sentences.”
Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram French negation ne pas placement.”

o Figure 4.2: Spoken.vs written interrogative structures — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt:
“Create a diagram comparing spoken and written forms of French questions.” Suggested OER
search string: “OER diagram French spoken vs written questions.”

o Figure 4.3: Politeness in imperative structures — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a
diagram comparing polite and direct imperative sentences in French.” Suggested OER search
string: “OER diagram French imperative politeness examples.”

e Figure 4.4: Exercises for fluency and accuracy — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a
diagram showing practice strategies for French sentence structures including negatives,
interrogatives, and imperatives.” Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram French sentence
structure practice strategies.”
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Boxes

-

Table 4.1: Examples of basic negation with ne...pas — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt:
“Generate a table showing French sentences in affirmative and negative forms using ne...pas.”
Suggested OER search string: “OER French negation ne pas examples table.”

Table 4.2: Examples of yes/no questions — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Generate a table
showing French yes/no questions using inversion and est-ce que.” Suggested OER search string:
“OER French yes/no questions inversion est-ce que examples table.”

Table 4.3: Imperative forms of regular verbs (parler) — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt:
“Generate a table showing imperative forms of the French verb parler with meanings.” Suggested
OER search string: “OER French imperative regular verbs examples table.”

Table 4.4: Dialogue combining sentence structures — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt:
“Generate a table showing a short French dialogue combining negative, interrogative, and
imperative sentences.” Suggested OER search string: “OER French dialogue combining sentence
structures examples.”

Box 4.1: Common variations of negation — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a text box
listing French negation variations ne...jamais, ne...rien, ne...personne with examples.”
Suggested OER search string: “OER French negation variations jamais rien personne examples.”

Box 4.2: Common interrogative words in French — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a
text box listing French interrogative words with English meanings.” Suggested OER search
string: “OER French interrogative words examples.”

Box 4.3: Imperative forms of common irregular verbs — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt:
“Create a text box listing imperative forms of French irregular verbs étre, avoir, savoir, vouloir.”
Suggested OER search string: “OER French imperative irregular verbs examples.”

Box 4.4: Everyday uses of sentence structures — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a text
box listing everyday examples of French negative, interrogative, and imperative sentences.”
Suggested OER search string: “OER French everyday sentence structures examples.”
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Series 5

Course Code: FRE 103

Course Title: Introduction to French Grammar

Course Credit load: 2 Units

List Series:

Series 1: Foundations of French Lexical Acquisition.

Series 2: Articles, Gender, and Plural Formation in French Grammar

Series 3: Verb Identification and Conjugation Across Key Tenses.

Series 4: Sentence Structures: Negative, Interrogative, and Imperative Forms.

Series 5: Interference of English and the Challenge of Faux Amis.

Parts Outline for Series 5

Part 5.1: Language interference between English and French

5.1.1 Definition of language interference
5.1.2 Common patterns of English influence on French usage
5.1.3 Examples of structural and lexical interference

Part 5.2: Understanding faux amis (false friends)

5.2.1 Definition and importance of faux.amis
5.2.2 Categories of faux amis (semantic, phonetic, orthographic)
5.2.3 lllustrative examples of misleading word pairs

Part 5.3: Strategies for overcoming interference and faux amis

5.3.1 Techniques for recognising and avoiding interference
5.3.2 Methods for mastering faux amis through practice
5.3.3 Practical exercises for accuracy and fluency

Part 5.4: Integrating awareness into communication

5.4.1 Applying knowledge of interference in spoken and written French
5.4.2'Using faux amis correctly in context
5.4.3 Building confidence in authentic communication

Introduction

When learning French, English speakers often face challenges caused by interference from their first
language. This interference can lead to errors in grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation, as learners
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unconsciously transfer English structures into French. One of the most persistent difficulties is the
presence of faux amis (false friends), words that look similar in both languages but differ in meaning.

The aim of this Series is to help you recognise and overcome the influence of English on your French
learning, while also mastering the correct use of faux amis. By the end of this Series, you will be able to
identify common interference patterns, distinguish between true cognates and false friends, and apply
strategies to avoid confusion in communication.

We shall begin by defining language interference and examining how English influences French usage.
Next, we will explore the concept of faux amis, categorising them and illustrating with examples. We will
then focus on strategies for overcoming interference and mastering faux amis through practice. Finally,
we will integrate this awareness into spoken and written communication, building confidence in authentic
French usage.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 5.1: define language interference and illustrate common patterns of English influence on
French usage,

e SLO 5.2: explain the concept of faux amis and.categorise them into semantic, phonetic, and
orthographic types,

o SLO 5.3: apply strategies to recognise and avoid interference and misuse of faux amis in practice,

e SLO 5.4: demonstrate how to integrate awareness of interference and faux amis into spoken and
written communication for greater accuracy and. fluency.

5.1 Language Interference Between English and French

5.1.1 Definition of language interference

Language interference refers to the influence of one language on another when a learner transfers
structures, vocabulary, or pronunciation patterns from their first language into the second. For English
speakers learning French, this often results in errors because English and French differ in grammar, word
order, and.usage. Recognising interference is the first step towards correcting it.

Fillin'the blank: When learners transfer structures from their first language into another, this is called
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ENGLISH-TO-FRENCH LANGUAGE INTERFERENCE:
GRAMMAR & VOCABULARY TRANSFER

ENGLISH
PATTERN

INCORRECT
FRENCH TRANSFER

CORRECT
FRENCH FORM

GRAMMAR TRANSFER

(Negative Transfer) 1am20 years old.

| visit my friend.

Itis good.

Je suis 20 ans.
(Incorrect use of étre)

Je visite mon ami.
(Incorrect verb)

Il est bon.
(Incorrect pronoun)

mon ami.

C’estbon.

J'ai20ans.
Jerendsvisite a

ENGLISH

(SOURCE LANGUAGE)

INTERFERENCE / TRANSFERT

FRENCH

(TARGET LANGUAGE)

ENGLISH
WORD

FALSE COGNATE
(Faux Ami)

ACTUAL FRENCH
MEANING

actually

library
VOCABULARY TRANSFER

actuellement
(currently)
librairie
(bookstore)

en fait

bibliothéque

attendre
(to wait)

(False Friends / Faux Amis) to attend assistera

I OER (Open - Language Learning Series

Figure 5.1: Language interference between English and French.
5.1.2 Common patterns of English influence on French usage

English speakers often assume that French follows the same rules as English. For example, word order
errors occur when learners say Je joue football instead of Je joue au football. Another common pattern is
false translation, where learners directly translate English expressions into French without considering
idiomatic differences. Pronunciation interference also occurs when English sounds are imposed on French
words, such as pronouncing r in a non-French way.

Fill in the blank: The incorrect sentence Je joue football is an example of interference in

Type of interference|Example (incorrect) Correct form

Word order Je joue football Je joue au football

False translation Je suis chaud (I am hot)  [{J’ai chaud

Pronunciation Pronouncing r like English||French guttural r

Table 5.1: Common patterns of English interference in French.

5.1.3 Examples of structural and lexical interference

Structural interference occurs when learners apply English grammar rules to French. For instance, using
auxiliary verbs incorrectly, such as Je suis étudié instead of J'ai érudié. Lexical interference happens
when learners confuse similar-looking words, leading to misuse. For example, actuellement in French
means “currently,” not “actually.” These errors can change meaning and cause misunderstanding.
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Fill in the blank: The French word actuellement means , not “actually.”

[ Structural & Lexical Interference: English-French (OER Examples) |

STRUCTURAL INTERFERENCE LEXICAL INTERFERENCE
(Grammar & Syntax) (Vocabulary - Faux Amis)
Incorrect Transfer of English Structures to French Deceptive Cognates & False Friends
Examples ' - Correct French
: English  False Friend Actual French .
E)j% Lam2200 years old. -> Je suis 20 ans. \','v%:f, "(,?fen;'ﬁ)“ cﬁ:anir,fgc Tfﬂgzlgltig’# of
"ai 20 ans.
[%] | visit my friend. -> Je visite mon ami. actually  actuellement  currently en fait
[V] Je rends visite @ mon ami. library librairie bookstore bibliothéque
[X] Itis good. -> Il est bon. ... toattend(an attendre (to
[] Cest bon, toattend  assistera event) wait)
[X] The girl whose father | know. -> La fille dont sensible sensible sensitive raisonnable
€ pére je connais. eventually éventuellement  possibly inalement
le pé i
[v] La fille dont je connais le pére. . : piece de
[%] | am looking for. -> Je cherche pour. e s e monnaie
[v] Je cherche. bless blesser  to hurt/wound bénir

—

LOER (Open Educational Resource) - Based on common learner errors due to L1 influence. J

Box 5.1: Examples of structural and lexical interference

Pilot Questions 5.1
1. What is the term used when learners transfer structures from their first language into another?
2. Correct the interference error: Je joue football.
3. Which type of interference occurs when learners confuse similar-looking words?
4. Fill in the blank: Actuellement. means in English.

5. Give one example of pronunciation interference between English and French.

5.2 Understanding Faux Amis (False Friends)
5:2.1 Definition and importance of faux amis

Faux-amis are words that look or sound similar in English and French but have different meanings. For
example, the French word actuellement means “currently,” not “actually.” These false friends can easily
mislead learners, causing them to use words incorrectly in speech or writing. Recognising faux amis is
important because they often appear in everyday communication and can lead to misunderstandings.

Fill in the blank: The French word librairie means , hot “library.”
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FRENCH FAUX AMIS IN CONTEXT

Sample Usage & Correct Meaning

French Word & Usage

actulement:

Correct Meaning & Note

Elle travaille actuamenty a Paris. (She is %
the currently working to Prris). currently (not "actually)

librairie:

J'ai acuhét ce livre a le libirarie du sensitive sensible 2

quartier . (He bought the local boo store)

sensible:

expérimenter:

to experiment / to test

. P
Nous allons experimentr an noureue. (not "to experience")
(1 are rosets tu on the jo cous ses métode).

(te sensitive” reaomsable)

OER - French Language Learning

3w

Figure 5.2: Examples of faux amis between English.and French.

5.2.2 Categories of faux amis (semantic, phonetic, orthographic)

Faux amis can be grouped into categories:

e Semantic false friends: Words that look similar but differ in meaning, e.g. sensible (French:
sensitive, English: reasonable).

e Phonetic false friends: Words that sound alike but are unrelated in meaning, e.g. pain (French:
bread, English: suffering).

e Orthographic false friends: Words with similar spelling but different meanings, e.g. coin
(French: corner, English: money).

Fill in the blank:-The French word. sensible means

in English.

Category . |[French word|Misleading English word||Correct meaning
Semantic sensible sensible sensitive
Phonetic pain pain bread
Orthographic||coin coin corner

Table 5.2: Categories of faux amis.

5.2.3 lllustrative examples of misleading word pairs

Some faux amis are particularly common and can cause confusion for English speakers. For instance:

e déception means “disappointment,” not “deception.”

-
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e préservatif means “condom,” not “preservative.”

e assister means “to attend,” not “to assist.” These examples highlight how learners must be
cautious and check meanings carefully rather than relying on similarity.

Fill in the blank: The French word assister means “to attend,” not

100 S

FRENCH FAUX AMIS
Common Examples

French Word Misleading English | Correct Meaning
actulement actually currently
bibliotieque bookstore library
déception brave couirageous / good
chair experience possibly / perhaps
expérience fabric experiment / expertise
fabrique gentle library
gentil money currency / change
pronnaie factory condom
sensible nice / kind sensible / reasonable

OER - French Language Learning

33 %

Box 5.2: Common misleading faux amis

Pilot Questions 5.2
1. Definefaux amis.
2. The French word librairie means in English.
3./ Which category of faux amis does pain (bread) belong to?
4. “Fill in the blank: Sensible in French means
5. What does assister mean in French?

5.3 Strategies for Overcoming Interference and Faux Amis

5.3.1 Techniques for recognising and avoiding interference

One effective way to reduce interference is to consciously compare French structures with English ones.
For example, learners should note that French often requires prepositions where English does not, such as
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jouer au football instead of play football. Another technique is to practise listening and reading authentic
French materials, which helps reinforce correct patterns. Keeping a personal list of common interference
errors can also serve as a reminder to avoid repeating them.

Fill in the blank: The correct French expression for “play football” is jouer football.

Technique Example Benefit

Compare structures jouer au football vs play football||Reinforces correct grammar

Use authentic materials||French radio, newspapers Builds exposure to natural usage

Keep error lists Record common mistakes Prevents repeated errors

Table 5.3: Techniques for recognising and avoiding interference.
5.3.2 Methods for mastering faux amis through practice

To master faux amis, learners should create flashcards with the French word, itsicorrect meaning, and the
misleading English equivalent. Regular practice with these cards helps reinforce correct usage. Another
method is to use the words in sentences, ensuring they are-applied in the right context. Group study or
peer correction can also be effective, as learners often spot each other’s misuse of faux amis.

Fill in the blank: The French word déception should be translated as , not “deception.”
) l ' ‘ 0-\ e
L : _

MASTERING FRENCH FAUX AMIS

Practice Strategies

Active Learning Resources & Habits

1. Flashcards (Spaced Repreition) | 5. Dedicated Faux Amis/Apps

2. Contextual Sentences
3. Quizes & Self-Testing

6. Dedicated Faux Amis Lists/Apps
7. Read & Listen Actively
4. Usage in Conversation/Writing | 7. Etonyology Checks

8. Regular Review Sessions

OER - French Language Learning

Box 5.3: Methods for mastering faux amis

5.3.3 Practical exercises for accuracy and fluency

Practical exercises help learners apply strategies in real communication. For example, writing short
dialogues that include both interference-prone structures and faux amis ensures learners practise avoiding
mistakes. Role-playing everyday scenarios such as shopping or attending class can highlight where
interference and faux amis are most likely to occur. Recording and reviewing spoken practice also helps
learners identify errors in pronunciation and usage.

'ET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION
STUDENTS



Fill in the blank: One effective way to practise avoiding faux amis is to write short
them correctly.

hN

FRENCH LEARNING STRATEGIES

Overcoming Interreence & Faux Amis

1. ACTIVE LEARNING

1. Flashcards (Spaced Repreition)
2. Contextual Sentences —
3. Quizes & Self-Testing

’d
\ 1. Read & Listen Actively
<«— 7. Read & Listen Actively
Cultural Context
4. Conversation/Writing Usage l 8. Regular Review Sessions

2. DEDICATED FOCUS
Etotiholongy Checks

Interfeeence Awareness

3. IMMERSION & REVIEW

Figure 5.3: Practice strategies for accuracy and fluency.

Which preposition is required in the correct French phrase jouer au football?

se faux amis effectively?

Pilot Questions 5.3
1.
2. Name one technique for recognising and avoiding interference.
3. Fill in the blank: Déception should be translated as
4. What learning tool can be used to practi
5.

Suggest one practical exercise that helps improve fluency and accuracy.

5.4 Integrating Awareness into Communication

5.4.1 Applying knowledge of interference in spoken and written French

that use

To communicate effectively, learners must apply their awareness of interference by consciously
checking sentence structures before speaking or writing. For example, instead of directly translating “I am
hot” into Je suis chaud, learners should recall that the correct French form is J’ai chaud. This habit of
pausing to reflect helps prevent errors and builds accuracy in both everyday and academic contexts.

Fill in the blank: The correct French translation of “I am hot” is

-

English expression|/Incorrect

French (interference)||Correct French

I am hot

Je suis chaud

J’ai chaud

De-a)
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English expression|{Incorrect French (interference)||Correct French

| play football Je joue football Je joue au football

| studied Je suis étudié Jai étudié

Table 5.4: Examples of applying awareness of interference.
5.4.2 Using faux amis correctly in context

Learners must also practise using faux amis correctly in sentences to avoid confusion.For example,
déception should be used to mean “disappointment,” not “deception.” Similarly, librairie should be used
for “bookshop,” not “library.” By writing sentences and dialogues with these words; learners reinforce
their correct meanings and avoid misleading translations.

Fill in the blank: The French word déception means , not “deception.”

French Faux Amis (False Friends): Common Misconceptions
(False Friend) (Faux Ami) Meaning
(In reality) (At the moment) ‘
LIBRARY BOOKSTORE S
(Place for borrowing books) LIBRAIRIE (Shop for buying books) = m
T oo TN
(To be present at) (To stay for something)
LESS &)
rosetriayvon) A MI=>  TOWOUND, TO HURT
MONEY '
wetniore L= cuance/ coms &8,
(Practical, reasonable) (Easily affected)
(A particular place) (Act of renting) Clj
PRESERVATIVE z -
(Food additive) PRESERVATIF CONDOM IE;

Box 5.4: Correct usage of selected faux amis

5.4.3 Building confidence.in authentic communication

Confidence grows when learners practise communication in authentic contexts, such as role-playing
conversations, writing short essays, or engaging in discussions with peers. By consistently applying
strategies to avoid interference and correctly using faux amis, learners develop fluency and accuracy.
Over time, this awareness becomes automatic, allowing them to focus on expressing ideas rather than
waorrying about mistakes.

Fill in.the blank: Confidence in communication grows when learners practise in contexts.
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Figure 5.4: Building confidence in authentic communication.
Pilot Questions 5.4
1. Translate correctly: “I am hot” —
Fill in the blank: Déception means ;not “deception.”
Which faux amis means “bookshoep;” not “library”?

Confidence in communication grows when learners practise in contexts.

o &~ DD

Give one example of how awareness of interference can improve written French.

Series Summary

This Series hasexplored how English interferes with French learning and the challenges posed by faux
amis. We began by defining language interference and identifying common patterns such as word order
mistakes, false translations, and pronunciation issues. We then examined faux amis, categorising them
into semantic; phonetic;and orthographic types, and illustrated how misleading word pairs can cause
confusion. Building on this, we discussed practical strategies for recognising and avoiding interference,
mastering. faux amis through practice, and applying exercises to strengthen accuracy and fluency. Finally,
we integrated this awareness into communication, showing how learners can apply their knowledge in
spoken and written contexts to build confidence.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define language interference and illustrate its
patterns (SLO 5.1), explain and categorise faux amis (SLO 5.2), apply strategies to avoid interference and
misuse of faux amis (SLO 5.3), and demonstrate how to integrate this awareness into authentic
communication (SLO 5.4). These outcomes ensure that you can recognise pitfalls, use vocabulary
accurately, and communicate more effectively in French.

Glossary of Terms
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e Faux amis: Words that look or sound similar in English and French but have different meanings,
often leading to confusion.

e Interference: The influence of one language on another, where learners transfer grammar,
vocabulary, or pronunciation patterns from their first language into the second.

o Lexical interference: Errors caused by confusing similar-looking words between languages, such
as using actuellement to mean “actually” instead of “currently.”

e Orthographic false friends: Words with similar spelling in English and French but-different
meanings, such as coin (French: corner, English: money).

e Phonetic false friends: Words that sound alike in English and French but.differ in meaning, such
as pain (French: bread, English: suffering).

e Semantic false friends: Words that appear identical in both languages but carry different
meanings, such as sensible (French: sensitive, English: reasonable).

e Structural interference: Mistakes that occur when learners apply grammar rules from English to
French, such as using Je suis étudié instead of J ai étudié.

Concept Check Questions [Series 5]

Objective questions

1. (Linked to SLO 5.1) Which of the following best defines language interference? a) Using two
languages at the same time b) Influence of one language on another causing errors c) Learning
vocabulary from a dictionary d) Mixing formal and informal speech

2. (Linked to SLO 5.2) The French word librairie means: a) library b) bookshop c) bookstore and
library together.d) reading room

3. (Linked to SLO 5.3) Which of the following is a recommended strategy for mastering faux amis?
a) Avoid using them altogether b) Create flashcards with correct meanings c) Translate them
directly from English d) Ignore their differences

4. / (Linked to SLO5.4) Confidence in communication grows when learners practise in: a) isolated
study only b) authentic contexts ¢) memorisation drills only d) translation exercises only

Short-answer questions
5. (Linked to SLO 5.1) Give one example of structural interference between English and French.
6.« (Linked to SLO 5.2) What does the French word déception mean in English?

7. (Linked to SLO 5.3) Suggest one practical exercise that helps learners avoid interference and
misuse of faux amis.

8. (Linked to SLO 5.4) Write a short sentence using the faux ami actuellement correctly.

)
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Long-answer questions

9.

(Linked to SLO 5.1 and SLO 5.2) Analyse how interference and faux amis can affect the accuracy
of French communication, giving examples of both.

10. (Linked to SLO 5.3 and SLO 5.4) Evaluate strategies for overcoming interference and faux amis,

and design a plan for integrating these strategies into everyday spoken and written French:

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5]

Objective questions

1.
2.
3.
4,

b) Influence of one language on another causing errors
b) bookshop
b) Create flashcards with correct meanings

b) authentic contexts

Short-answer questions

5.
6.
7.
8.

Example: Je suis étudié instead of J'ai étudié.
Déception means “disappointment.”
Example: Writing short dialogues that use faux amis correctly.

Je travaille actuellement sur un projet important.

Long-answer questions

9.

10.

Basic response: Interference occurs when English rules are applied to French, such as incorrect
word order (Je joue foothall instead of Je joue au football). Faux amis mislead learners, e.g.
déception meaning “‘disappointment” rather than “deception.” Both can reduce accuracy and
cause misunderstanding:

Value-added response: Beyond these examples, interference and faux amis affect tone, clarity,
and cultural-appropriateness. Learners may unintentionally sound rude or unclear. Analysing
authentic French texts and conversations helps identify these pitfalls and improve accuracy.

Basic response: Strategies include comparing structures, using authentic materials, creating
flashcards, and practising dialogues. These help learners avoid interference and misuse of faux
amis.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners can design a structured plan: daily flashcard
review, weekly role-play sessions, and regular exposure to French media. They may also track
personal errors in a journal, reflect on progress, and seek peer feedback to integrate strategies into
both spoken and written communication effectively.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5]

-

Do)
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Pilot Questions 5.1

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Language interference
Je joue au football
Lexical interference
Currently

Example: Pronouncing the French r like the English r

Pilot Questions 5.2

1.

N

3
4.
5

Words that look or sound similar in English and French but differ in meaning
Bookshop

Phonetic false friends

Sensitive

To attend

Pilot Questions 5.3

1.
2.
3
4.
S.

au
Compare structures, use authentic materials, or keep error lists (any one)
Disappointment

Flashcards

Writing short dialogues or role-playing scenarios

Pilot Questions 5.4

1.
2.
3.

J'ai chaud
Disappointment
Librairie
Authentic contexts

Example: Correcting “Je suis étudié” to “J’ai étudié” in written French

References and Attributions [Series 5]

General references
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e Suggested OER repositories for further study:
o OER Commons (https://www.oercommons.org)
o MERLOT (https://www.merlot.org)
o Open Textbook Library (https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks)

Figures

e Figure 5.1: Language interference between English and French — Al-generated suggestion.
Prompt: “Create a diagram showing English-to-French language interference with examples of
grammar and vocabulary transfer.” Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram language
interference English French examples.”

e Figure 5.2: Examples of faux amis between English and French — Al-generated suggestion.
Prompt: “Create a diagram showing French faux amis with correct English meanings, e.g.
actuellement, librairie.” Suggested OER search string: “OER French faux amis examples
diagram.”

o Figure 5.3: Practice strategies for accuracy and fluency — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt:
“Create a diagram showing practice strategies for French learners to overcome interference and
faux amis.” Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram French practice strategies faux amis
interference.”

e Figure 5.4: Building confidence in authentic communication — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt:
“Create a diagram showing how practising awareness of interference and faux amis builds
confidence in French communication.” Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram French
communication confidence strategies.”

Tables

e Table 5.1: Common patterns of English interference in French — Al-generated suggestion.
Prompt: “Generate a table showing examples of English interference in French with corrections.”
Suggested OER search string: “OER French English interference examples table.”

e Table 5.2: Categories of faux amis — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Generate a table
categorising French faux amis into semantic, phonetic, and orthographic types with examples.”
Suggested OER search string: “OER French faux amis categories examples table.”

o Table 5.3: Techniques for recognising and avoiding interference — Al-generated suggestion.
Prompt: “Generate a table showing techniques to recognise and avoid English interference in
French.” Suggested OER search string: “OER French learning strategies avoid English
interference examples table.”

e Table 5.4: Examples of applying awareness of interference — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt:
“Generate a table showing examples of English interference in French with corrected forms.”
Suggested OER search string: “OER French interference corrected examples table.”

Boxes
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e Box 5.1: Examples of structural and lexical interference — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt:
“Create a text box listing examples of structural and lexical interference between English and
French.” Suggested OER search string: “OER French English structural lexical interference
examples.”

e Box 5.2: Common misleading faux amis — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a text box
listing common French faux amis with correct meanings and misleading English equivalents.”
Suggested OER search string: “OER French common faux amis examples list.”

e Box 5.3: Methods for mastering faux amis — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: *‘Create a text box
listing methods for mastering French faux amis through practice.” Suggested OER search string:
“OER French faux amis learning strategies examples.”

e Box 5.4: Correct usage of selected faux amis — Al-generated suggestion. Prompt: “Create a text
box listing French faux amis with correct meanings and sample usage.” Suggested OER search
string: “OER French faux amis correct usage examples.”
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