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List of Series: 
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Series 4: Crime Reporting: Sources, Techniques, and Practical Tips 

Series 5: Challenges and Limitations of Investigative Journalism in Nigeria 

 

Series 1: Foundations and Evolution of Investigative Journalism 

Suggested Outline of Parts and Sub-Parts 

Part 1 (1.1): The Concept and Nature of Investigative Journalism 

Sub-Part 1.1.1: Defining Investigative Journalism 

Sub-Part 1.1.2: Distinguishing Investigative Journalism from Other Forms of 

Reporting 

Part 2 (1.2): Historical Development of Investigative Journalism 

Sub-Part 1.2.1: Global Origins and Milestones 

Sub-Part 1.2.2: Evolution of Investigative Journalism in Nigeria 

Part 3 (1.3): The Role and Path of Investigative Journalism in Society 

Sub-Part 1.3.1: Investigative Journalism as a Watchdog 

Sub-Part 1.3.2: Impact on Governance, Accountability, and Social Change 

 

Introduction 

Investigative journalism has long been regarded as the backbone of accountability in society. 

Unlike routine reporting, it digs beneath the surface to uncover hidden truths, expose 

wrongdoing, and provide citizens with information that empowers them to make informed 

decisions. From its early beginnings to its modern-day practice, investigative journalism has 

shaped public discourse and influenced social change across the world, including Nigeria. 

The aim of this Series is to provide you with a clear understanding of the foundations and 

historical evolution of investigative journalism, while also equipping you with knowledge of its 

societal role and the basic steps involved in gathering facts. 
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We shall commence this Series by examining the concept and nature of investigative journalism. 

Next, we will trace its historical development, both globally and within Nigeria. Following that, 

we will explore the path and role of investigative journalism in society, highlighting its watchdog 

function and its impact on governance and accountability. Finally, we will conclude by 

considering the sources and steps for gathering facts in investigative reporting, which will 

prepare you for deeper engagement in subsequent Series. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs) 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 1.1 define the concept and nature of investigative journalism, 

SLO 1.2 explain the historical development of investigative journalism globally and in 

Nigeria, 

SLO 1.3 analyse the societal role of investigative journalism in promoting accountability and 

social change, 

SLO 1.4 identify reliable sources and outline the steps for gathering facts in investigative 

reporting. 

 

1.1 The Concept and Nature of Investigative Journalism 

1.1.1 Defining Investigative Journalism 

Investigative journalism refers to a specialised form of reporting that goes beyond surface-level 

news coverage to uncover hidden facts, expose wrongdoing, and provide deeper insights into 

issues of public interest. Unlike routine reporting, which often relies on official statements or 

events, investigative journalism requires deliberate inquiry, persistence, and critical analysis. It is 

characterised by thorough research, verification of facts, and the pursuit of truth, even when 

those truths are inconvenient or concealed. 
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Diagram showing the difference between routine reporting and investigative journalism 

Figure 1.1 Comparison of routine reporting and investigative journalism 

 

 

Fill in the blank: Investigative journalism is a specialised form of reporting that seeks to uncover 

__________ facts and expose wrongdoing. 

 

1.1.2 Distinguishing Investigative Journalism from Other Forms of Reporting 

Investigative journalism differs from other forms of journalism such as straight news reporting, 

feature writing, and editorial commentary. Straight news reporting focuses on immediate 

events and official statements, while feature writing often highlights human interest stories. 
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Editorial commentary provides opinions or perspectives. Investigative journalism, however, is 

unique because it demands independent research, verification, and often challenges powerful 

institutions or individuals. 

For example, while a news report may announce a government policy, investigative journalism 

would probe deeper into how that policy was formulated, whether corruption was involved, and 

what its impact is on citizens. This makes investigative journalism a vital tool for accountability 

and transparency in society. 

 
Box 1.1 Key distinctions between investigative journalism and other forms of reporting 
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Fill in the blank: Unlike straight news reporting, investigative journalism requires independent 

__________ and verification of facts. 

 

Pilot questions 1.1 

Which term refers to journalism that uncovers hidden truths and exposes wrongdoing? 

What is the main difference between investigative journalism and straight news reporting? 

Why is investigative journalism considered vital for accountability in society? 

Give one example of how investigative journalism differs from editorial commentary. 

What is the role of verification in investigative journalism? 

 

1.2 Historical Development of Investigative Journalism 

1.2.1 Global origins and milestones 

The history of investigative journalism can be traced back to the nineteenth century, when 

reporters began to challenge powerful institutions and expose corruption. Early examples include 

the work of the muckrakers in the United States, who investigated issues such as child labour, 

unsafe working conditions, and political corruption. Their efforts demonstrated that journalism 

could serve as a tool for reform and social justice. 

Over time, investigative journalism became more structured, with reporters adopting systematic 

methods of inquiry and verification. The twentieth century saw landmark investigations, such as 

the Watergate scandal in the United States, which highlighted the power of journalism to hold 

leaders accountable. 
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Timeline diagram showing key global milestones in investigative journalism 

Figure 1.2 Global milestones in investigative journalism 

 

 

Fill in the blank: The nineteenth-century reporters known as __________ were among the 

earliest examples of investigative journalists. 

 

1.2.2 Evolution of investigative journalism in Nigeria 

In Nigeria, investigative journalism developed gradually, influenced by colonial-era newspapers 

and later by independent publications. Early Nigerian journalists often focused on exposing 
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injustices under colonial administration. After independence, investigative reporting became a 

tool for addressing corruption, poor governance, and social inequality. 

Prominent Nigerian investigative journalists have uncovered scandals in politics, business, and 

public institutions, often at great personal risk. Their work has contributed to public awareness 

and sometimes led to reforms. However, challenges such as censorship, intimidation, and limited 

resources have constrained the growth of investigative journalism in the country. 

Image of a Nigerian newsroom with investigative reporters at work 

Plate 1.1 Nigerian investigative journalists in action 
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Fill in the blank: Investigative journalism in Nigeria has often been constrained by __________ 

and limited resources. 

 

Pilot questions 1.2 

Who were the muckrakers, and what issues did they investigate? 

Which scandal in the United States highlighted the global importance of investigative 

journalism? 

What role did Nigerian journalists play during the colonial era? 

Identify one major challenge faced by investigative journalists in Nigeria. 

How has investigative journalism influenced governance in Nigeria? 

 

1.3 The Role and Path of Investigative Journalism in Society 

1.3.1 Investigative journalism as a watchdog 

Investigative journalism plays a crucial role as a watchdog, meaning it monitors the actions of 

governments, corporations, and other institutions to ensure accountability. By exposing 

corruption, abuse of power, and social injustices, investigative journalists help safeguard 

democratic values and protect citizens’ rights. 

This watchdog function is essential because it provides checks and balances in society. Without 

investigative journalism, many wrongdoings would remain hidden, and citizens would lack the 

information needed to demand change. 

Function Description Impact on Society 

Accountability 

Holding government officials and 

corporate leaders responsible for 

their actions and promises. 

Reduces corruption and 

ensures that power is not 

exercised unchecked. 

Exposing 

Wrongdoing 

Uncovering illegal activities, 

unethical behavior, or systemic 

failures that are hidden from the 

public. 

Can lead to legal action, 

resignations, and the 

dismantling of criminal 

networks. 

Protecting Public 

Interest 

Acting as a safeguard against 

policies or practices that harm the 

health, safety, or financial well-

being of citizens. 

Empowers the public to 

demand safer products, 

cleaner environments, and 

fairer laws. 
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Function Description Impact on Society 

Promoting 

Transparency 

Using freedom of information 

requests and data analysis to make 

internal processes visible. 

Discourages "backroom deals" 

and fosters a culture of 

openness within institutions. 

Giving Voice to 

the Voiceless 

Investigating issues that affect 

marginalized groups who lack the 

resources to represent themselves. 

Brings social injustices to the 

forefront of the political 

agenda. 

 

Box 1.2 Functions of investigative journalism as a watchdog 

 

 

Fill in the blank: Investigative journalism serves as a __________ by monitoring institutions and 

exposing wrongdoing. 

 

1.3.2 Impact on governance, accountability, and social change 

The impact of investigative journalism extends beyond exposing scandals. It often leads to 

reforms, policy changes, and greater accountability among leaders. For instance, investigative 

reports may prompt government inquiries, resignations, or legal actions. 

In addition, investigative journalism contributes to social change by raising awareness of issues 

such as human rights abuses, environmental degradation, and inequality. Citizens become more 

informed and empowered to demand justice and fairness. 
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Diagram showing the impact of investigative journalism on governance and social change 

Figure 1.3 Impact of investigative journalism on governance and society 

 

 

Fill in the blank: Investigative journalism often leads to reforms, policy changes, and greater 

__________ among leaders. 

 

Pilot questions 1.3 

What does it mean to describe investigative journalism as a watchdog? 

How does investigative journalism contribute to accountability in governance? 
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Give one example of social change influenced by investigative journalism. 

Why is investigative journalism important for protecting citizens’ rights? 

What outcomes can result from investigative reports on corruption? 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has introduced you to the foundations and historical evolution of investigative 

journalism, highlighting its importance as a specialised form of reporting that uncovers hidden 

truths and promotes accountability. We began by examining the concept and nature of 

investigative journalism, distinguishing it from other forms of reporting. Then we traced its 

historical development, considering both global milestones and the evolution of investigative 

journalism in Nigeria. Finally, we explored its role in society, emphasising its watchdog function 

and its impact on governance, accountability, and social change. 

By engaging with these discussions, you should now be able to define the concept and nature of 

investigative journalism (SLO 1.1), explain its historical development globally and in Nigeria 

(SLO 1.2), analyse its societal role in promoting accountability and social change (SLO 1.3), and 

identify the path it has taken as a vital force in democratic societies. These outcomes provide a 

strong foundation for the subsequent Series, where we will delve into ethics, principles, and 

practical approaches to investigative reporting. 

 

Glossary of Terms 

Accountability: The obligation of individuals or institutions to take responsibility for their 

actions, often ensured through transparency and oversight. 

Editorial commentary: A type of journalism that expresses opinions or perspectives on 

issues, rather than reporting facts. 

Feature writing: A form of journalism that focuses on human interest stories, often written 

in a narrative style. 

Investigative journalism: A specialised form of reporting that involves in-depth inquiry, 

research, and verification to uncover hidden truths and expose wrongdoing. 

Muckrakers: Early investigative journalists in the United States during the nineteenth 

century who exposed corruption, poor working conditions, and social injustices. 

Straight news reporting: Journalism that focuses on immediate events, official statements, 

and factual updates without deeper investigation. 

Watchdog: A role of investigative journalism in monitoring institutions, exposing 

wrongdoing, and safeguarding democratic values. 

Concept Check Questions 1 

Objective questions 
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Which term refers to early investigative journalists in the United States who exposed 

corruption and poor working conditions? (Linked to SLO 1.2) 

Investigative journalism is often described as a __________ because it monitors institutions 

and exposes wrongdoing. (Linked to SLO 1.3) 

Which of the following best distinguishes investigative journalism from straight news 

reporting?  

It focuses on official statements 

It relies on human interest stories 

It involves independent research and verification 

It expresses opinions and perspectives (Linked to SLO 1.1) 

Short-answer questions 

4. Define investigative journalism in your own words. (Linked to SLO 1.1) 

5. Identify one major challenge faced by investigative journalists in Nigeria. (Linked to SLO 1.2) 

6. Explain why investigative journalism is considered vital for democratic societies. (Linked to 

SLO 1.3) 

Long-answer questions 

7. Analyse the historical development of investigative journalism globally and in Nigeria, 

highlighting key milestones and challenges. (Linked to SLO 1.2) 

8. Evaluate the role of investigative journalism as a watchdog in society, and discuss its impact 

on governance and social change. (Linked to SLO 1.3) 

 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1] 

Objective questions 

Muckrakers 

Watchdog 

It involves independent research and verification 

Short-answer questions 

4. Investigative journalism is a specialised form of reporting that uncovers hidden truths, exposes 

wrongdoing, and relies on thorough research and verification. 

5. One major challenge is censorship, intimidation, or limited resources. 

6. It is vital because it ensures accountability, exposes corruption, and empowers citizens with 

information to demand change. 

Long-answer questions 

7. Basic response: Globally, investigative journalism began with the muckrakers in the 

nineteenth century, later gaining prominence with events such as the Watergate scandal. In 

Nigeria, it developed during the colonial era and has since focused on corruption and governance 

issues, though challenges such as censorship and intimidation remain. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that investigative journalism globally has 
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evolved with technological advances, including digital tools for fact-checking and data 

journalism. In Nigeria, they may highlight specific cases where investigative reports led to 

reforms or public awareness campaigns, showing its continuing relevance despite constraints. 

Basic response: Investigative journalism acts as a watchdog by monitoring institutions, exposing 

wrongdoing, and safeguarding democratic values. Its impact includes reforms, policy changes, 

and greater accountability among leaders. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by discussing how investigative 

journalism influences public opinion, strengthens civil society, and contributes to long-term 

social change. They may also note its role in highlighting issues such as human rights abuses and 

environmental concerns, thereby broadening its impact beyond governance. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1] 

Answers to Pilot Questions 1.1 

Investigative journalism 

Independent research and verification 

It promotes accountability in society 

Editorial commentary expresses opinions, while investigative journalism uncovers hidden 

facts 

Verification ensures accuracy and credibility 

Answers to Pilot Questions 1.2 

The muckrakers, who investigated child labour, unsafe working conditions, and corruption 

The Watergate scandal 

They exposed injustices under colonial administration 

Censorship or intimidation 

It has influenced governance by exposing corruption and prompting reforms 

Answers to Pilot Questions 1.3 

It means journalism monitors institutions and exposes wrongdoing 

It ensures leaders are accountable and transparent 

Raising awareness of human rights abuses 

It protects citizens’ rights by exposing abuses of power 

Government inquiries, resignations, or legal actions 

References and Attributions [Series 1] 

This section provides references and attributions for the instructional content, illustrations, and 

suggested open educational resources (OERs) used in Series 1: Foundations and Evolution of 
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Investigative Journalism. The referencing style applied here follows APA guidelines for clarity 

and consistency. 

 

Textual references 

Definition and explanation of investigative journalism: Derived from course content provided 

in MCM 306 Investigative Journalism outline. 

Historical references to muckrakers and Watergate scandal: General knowledge adapted for 

educational purposes, aligned with standard journalism history texts. 

Nigerian investigative journalism context: Based on course outline and generalised 

knowledge of Nigerian media history. 

 

Illustration references and attributions 

Figure 1.1 Comparison of routine reporting and investigative journalism 

AI prompt: “Create a simple diagram contrasting routine reporting with investigative 

journalism, showing depth of inquiry and fact verification.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram difference between investigative 

journalism and routine reporting.” 

Box 1.1 Key distinctions between investigative journalism and other forms of reporting 

AI prompt: “Generate a table comparing investigative journalism with straight news, 

features, and editorials.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER comparison investigative journalism vs news 

reporting.” 

Figure 1.2 Global milestones in investigative journalism 

AI prompt: “Create a timeline diagram showing muckrakers, Watergate, and modern 

investigative journalism milestones.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER timeline investigative journalism history.” 

Plate 1.1 Nigerian investigative journalists in action 

AI prompt: “Generate an image of Nigerian journalists working in a newsroom, 

focusing on investigative reporting.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER Nigerian investigative journalism newsroom 

image.” 

Box 1.2 Functions of investigative journalism as a watchdog 

AI prompt: “Generate a table outlining watchdog functions of investigative 

journalism.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER watchdog role investigative journalism.” 
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Figure 1.3 Impact of investigative journalism on governance and society 

AI prompt: “Create a diagram showing how investigative journalism leads to 

accountability, reforms, and social change.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram impact of investigative journalism.” 

 

Note on AI-generated illustrations 

All AI prompts listed above are intended for use with generative platforms to create educational 

diagrams, tables, or images. Where OER search strings are provided, learners and instructors 

may source freely available alternatives to ensure compliance with institutional standards. 
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Course code: MCM 306 

Course title: Investigative Journalism 

Course credit load: 2 units 

List of Series: 

Series 1: Foundations and Evolution of Investigative Journalism 

Series 2: Ethics, Principles, and Boundaries in Investigative Reporting 

Series 3: Qualities and Attributes of the Investigative Reporter 

Series 4: Crime Reporting: Sources, Techniques, and Practical Tips 

Series 5: Challenges and Limitations of Investigative Journalism in Nigeria 

 

Suggested Outline of Parts and Sub-Parts 

Part 2.1: Ethical Foundations of Investigative Journalism 

Sub-Part 2.1.1: Defining ethics in journalism 

Sub-Part 2.1.2: Core ethical principles guiding investigative reporting 

Part 2.2: Principles of Investigative Journalism 

Sub-Part 2.2.1: Accuracy, fairness, and balance 

Sub-Part 2.2.2: Transparency and accountability in reporting 

Part 2.3: Boundaries and Dos and Don’ts of Investigative Reporting 

Sub-Part 2.3.1: Legal boundaries and press freedom 

Sub-Part 2.3.2: Professional boundaries and responsible practice 

 

Series Introduction 

Investigative journalism is powerful, but with power comes responsibility. Reporters must 

navigate ethical dilemmas, respect boundaries, and adhere to principles that protect both the 

integrity of their work and the rights of individuals. Without these safeguards, investigative 

reporting risks becoming sensational or harmful rather than constructive. 

The aim of this Series is to equip you with a clear understanding of the ethical foundations, 

guiding principles, and boundaries that shape investigative journalism. You will learn not only 

what is expected of a responsible investigative reporter but also what practices must be avoided. 

We shall commence this Series by exploring the ethical foundations of investigative journalism, 

defining ethics and identifying the core principles that guide responsible reporting. Next, we will 

examine the principles of investigative journalism, focusing on accuracy, fairness, balance, and 

accountability. Finally, we will conclude by considering the boundaries of investigative 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

reporting, including the dos and don’ts, as well as the legal and professional limits that ensure 

journalism remains credible and constructive. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 2.1 define ethics in journalism and explain their relevance to investigative reporting, 

SLO 2.2 identify and analyse the core ethical principles guiding investigative journalism, 

SLO 2.3 evaluate the principles of accuracy, fairness, balance, and accountability in 

investigative reporting, 

SLO 2.4 distinguish between legal and professional boundaries in investigative journalism, 

and 

SLO 2.5 apply the dos and don’ts of investigative reporting to practical scenarios. 

 

2.1 Ethical Foundations of Investigative Journalism 

2.1.1 Defining ethics in journalism 

Ethics in journalism refers to the set of moral principles and professional standards that guide 

reporters in their work. For investigative journalists, ethics are particularly important because 

their reporting often involves sensitive information, hidden truths, and powerful individuals or 

institutions. Ethical practice ensures that the pursuit of truth does not compromise fairness, 

respect for privacy, or the safety of others. 

For instance, an investigative journalist must balance the public’s right to know with the 

responsibility to avoid harm. This means that even when uncovering corruption or wrongdoing, 

the journalist must present facts accurately and avoid sensationalism. 
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Diagram showing the balance between public interest and ethical responsibility in journalism 

Figure 2.1 Balancing public interest and ethics in investigative journalism 

 

 

Fill in the blank: Ethics in journalism are the set of __________ principles and professional 

standards that guide reporters in their work. 

 

2.1.2 Core ethical principles guiding investigative reporting 

Investigative journalism is grounded in several core ethical principles, including: 

Accuracy: Ensuring that all facts are correct and verified before publication. 
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Fairness: Giving all parties involved an opportunity to respond or present their side of the 

story. 

Independence: Avoiding conflicts of interest and maintaining objectivity. 

Responsibility: Considering the potential impact of reporting on individuals and society. 

These principles help journalists maintain credibility and trust. For example, when investigating 

corruption, accuracy prevents false accusations, while fairness ensures that those implicated have 

a chance to explain themselves. Independence protects the journalist from undue influence, and 

responsibility ensures that reporting serves the public good. 

Box 2.1 Core ethical principles in investigative journalism 
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Fill in the blank: One of the core ethical principles of investigative journalism is __________, 

which ensures that all facts are correct and verified before publication. 

 

Pilot questions 2.1 

What does the term ethics in journalism refer to? 

Why are ethics particularly important in investigative journalism? 

Identify two examples of core ethical principles in investigative reporting. 

How does fairness contribute to credibility in investigative journalism? 

What is meant by independence in investigative reporting? 

 

2.2 Principles of Investigative Journalism 

2.2.1 Accuracy, fairness, and balance 

Accuracy means that every fact reported must be correct, verified, and supported by reliable 

evidence. In investigative journalism, accuracy is non-negotiable because errors can damage 

reputations and undermine credibility. 

Fairness requires that all parties involved in a story are given an opportunity to respond. This 

ensures that reporting is not one-sided and that readers can make informed judgements. 

Balance refers to presenting multiple perspectives in a story, especially when issues are complex 

or controversial. A balanced report avoids bias and helps maintain trust between journalists and 

the public. 

For example, when investigating a case of alleged corruption, the journalist must verify 

documents (accuracy), interview both the accused and accusers (fairness), and present the 

perspectives of stakeholders such as government officials and citizens (balance). 
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Diagram showing the relationship between accuracy, fairness, and balance in investigative 

journalism 

Figure 2.2 Principles of accuracy, fairness, and balance 

 

 

Fill in the blank: In investigative journalism, __________ requires that all parties involved in a 

story are given an opportunity to respond. 

 

2.2.2 Transparency and accountability in reporting 

Transparency in journalism means being open about methods, sources, and limitations. 

Investigative reporters should explain how information was obtained, acknowledge uncertainties, 
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and avoid misleading the audience. Transparency builds trust and allows readers to evaluate the 

credibility of the report. 

Accountability refers to the responsibility of journalists to answer for their work. This includes 

correcting errors promptly, respecting ethical standards, and being willing to justify editorial 

decisions. Accountability ensures that investigative journalism serves the public interest rather 

than personal or institutional agendas. 

For instance, if a journalist discovers an error in a published investigation, accountability 

requires issuing a correction and clarifying the facts. Transparency may involve explaining why 

certain sources were used or why some information could not be disclosed. 

Principle Description Real-World Examples 

Methodological 

Transparency 

Explaining the "how" and 

"why" behind an investigation, 

including data collection and 

sourcing. 

Publishing a "How We Reported 

This" sidebar or sharing raw data 

(e.g., the Panama Papers data 

portal). 

Sourcing 

Disclosure 

Being as open as possible about 

who provided information 

while protecting vulnerable 

whistleblowers. 

Using on-the-record quotes where 

possible; explaining the 

motivations of anonymous 

sources without revealing 

identities. 

Financial 

Transparency 

Disclosing funding sources to 

ensure the investigation isn't 

being influenced by donors or 

owners. 

Non-profit newsrooms like 

ProPublica or ICIR Nigeria 

publishing annual reports of their 

donors and grants. 

Correction & 

Redress 

Admitting mistakes openly and 

providing a clear pathway for 

the public to challenge findings. 

Featuring a prominent 

"Corrections" section at the top of 

an article rather than burying it at 

the bottom. 

Impact Tracking 

Following up on a story to see 

if it led to policy changes, 

arrests, or social reform. 

A "Where are they now?" follow-

up series on a corruption scandal 

to ensure the culprits were held 

responsible. 

 

Box 2.2 Transparency and accountability in investigative journalism 
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Fill in the blank: __________ in journalism means being open about methods, sources, and 

limitations. 

 

Pilot questions 2.2 

What does accuracy mean in investigative journalism? 

Why is fairness important when reporting sensitive issues? 

Define balance in the context of investigative reporting. 

How does transparency build trust between journalists and the public? 

What is meant by accountability in investigative journalism? 

 

2.3 Boundaries and Dos and Don’ts of Investigative Reporting 

2.3.1 Legal boundaries and press freedom 

Investigative journalism operates within legal boundaries, which are rules and laws that govern 

how information can be gathered and published. These boundaries include respecting privacy 

rights, avoiding defamation, and adhering to laws on access to information. While press 

freedom allows journalists to investigate and publish stories in the public interest, it is not 

absolute. Journalists must balance freedom with responsibility, ensuring that their work does not 

violate legal protections or endanger individuals. 

For example, publishing unverified allegations could lead to defamation suits, while trespassing 

to obtain information may result in legal consequences. Responsible investigative reporting 

respects these boundaries while still pursuing truth. 
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Diagram showing the balance between press freedom and legal boundaries 

Figure 2.3 Legal boundaries and press freedom in investigative journalism 

 

 

Fill in the blank: Investigative journalism must balance press freedom with __________ rights 

and legal responsibilities. 

 

2.3.2 Professional boundaries and responsible practice 

Beyond legal limits, investigative journalists must respect professional boundaries, which are 

standards of conduct that ensure responsible practice. These include avoiding conflicts of 

interest, not fabricating evidence, and refraining from unethical methods such as bribery or 
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coercion. Professional boundaries also involve respecting cultural contexts and ensuring that 

reporting does not exploit vulnerable individuals. 

The dos and don’ts of investigative reporting provide practical guidance. Dos include verifying 

facts, protecting sources, and maintaining objectivity. Don’ts include publishing unverified 

claims, using deceptive methods without justification, or allowing personal bias to influence 

reporting. By following these boundaries, journalists maintain credibility and protect the 

integrity of their profession. 

Feature Do Don't 

Fact-Checking 
Verify every claim with at least 

two independent sources. 

Publish unverified claims or 

rumors based on a single "tip." 

Legal/Ethics 

Consult with legal counsel 

regarding defamation and privacy 

laws. 

Ignore legal boundaries or engage 

in illegal activities to get a story. 

Source 

Protection 

Protect the identity of 

confidential whistleblowers at all 

costs. 

Reveal sensitive sources, even 

under social or professional 

pressure. 

Objectivity 
Maintain a neutral stance and 

follow where the evidence leads. 

Start with a conclusion and 

"cherry-pick" data to fit a 

narrative. 

Transparency 

Disclose how information was 

gathered and acknowledge 

limitations. 

Hide conflicts of interest or use 

deceptive undercover tactics 

unnecessarily. 

Organization 
Keep meticulous records, 

transcripts, and a clear paper trail. 

Rely on memory or disorganized 

notes for complex financial or 

legal data. 

 

Box 2.3 Dos and don’ts of investigative reporting 

 

 

Fill in the blank: One of the key dos of investigative reporting is __________ sources to ensure 

credibility and trust. 

 

Pilot questions 2.3 
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What are legal boundaries in investigative journalism? 

Why is press freedom not considered absolute? 

Identify two examples of professional boundaries in investigative reporting. 

Give one example of a “do” in investigative journalism. 

Give one example of a “don’t” in investigative journalism. 

Series Summary 

This Series has focused on the ethical foundations, guiding principles, and boundaries that shape 

investigative journalism. We began by defining ethics in journalism and identifying the core 

ethical principles such as accuracy, fairness, independence, and responsibility. We then 

examined the principles of investigative journalism, highlighting the importance of accuracy, 

fairness, balance, transparency, and accountability in reporting. Finally, we explored the 

boundaries of investigative reporting, considering both legal limits and professional standards, 

and outlined the dos and don’ts that ensure responsible practice. 

By engaging with these discussions, you should now be able to define ethics in journalism and 

explain their relevance (SLO 2.1), identify and analyse core ethical principles (SLO 2.2), 

evaluate principles such as accuracy, fairness, balance, and accountability (SLO 2.3), distinguish 

between legal and professional boundaries (SLO 2.4), and apply the dos and don’ts of 

investigative reporting to practical scenarios (SLO 2.5). These outcomes provide you with the 

ethical and professional grounding necessary to practise investigative journalism responsibly. 

 

Glossary of Terms 

Accountability: The responsibility of journalists to answer for their work, including 

correcting errors and justifying editorial decisions. 

Accuracy: The principle of ensuring that all facts reported are correct, verified, and 

supported by reliable evidence. 

Balance: Presenting multiple perspectives in a story to avoid bias and maintain trust. 

Ethics: The set of moral principles and professional standards that guide journalists in their 

work. 

Fairness: Giving all parties involved in a story an opportunity to respond, ensuring reporting 

is not one-sided. 

Independence: Avoiding conflicts of interest and maintaining objectivity in reporting. 

Press freedom: The right of journalists to investigate and publish stories in the public 

interest, subject to legal and ethical boundaries. 

Professional boundaries: Standards of conduct that ensure responsible practice, such as 

avoiding fabrication, bribery, or coercion. 

Responsibility: Considering the potential impact of reporting on individuals and society, 

ensuring journalism serves the public good. 
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Transparency: Being open about methods, sources, and limitations in reporting, to build 

trust with the audience. 

Concept Check Questions 2 

Objective questions 

Which ethical principle requires journalists to ensure that all facts are correct and verified 

before publication? (Linked to SLO 2.2) 

Transparency in investigative journalism means being open about __________, sources, and 

limitations. (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

Which of the following is considered a “don’t” in investigative reporting?  

Verifying facts 

Protecting sources 

Publishing unverified claims 

Maintaining objectivity (Linked to SLO 2.5) 

Short-answer questions 

4. Define ethics in journalism and explain why they are important in investigative reporting. 

(Linked to SLO 2.1) 

5. Identify two examples of professional boundaries in investigative journalism. (Linked to SLO 

2.4) 

6. Explain how fairness contributes to credibility in investigative reporting. (Linked to SLO 2.2) 

Long-answer questions 

7. Analyse the principles of accuracy, fairness, and balance in investigative journalism, and 

discuss how they interact to ensure credible reporting. (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

8. Evaluate the role of legal and professional boundaries in investigative journalism, highlighting 

the dos and don’ts that guide responsible practice. (Linked to SLO 2.4, SLO 2.5) 

 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2] 

Objective questions 

Accuracy 

Methods 

Publishing unverified claims 

Short-answer questions 

4. Ethics in journalism are the moral principles and professional standards that guide reporters. 

They are important in investigative reporting because they ensure fairness, protect individuals, 

and maintain credibility. 

5. Examples include avoiding conflicts of interest and refraining from unethical methods such as 

bribery or coercion. 
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6. Fairness contributes to credibility by ensuring all parties involved in a story have an 

opportunity to respond, preventing bias and one-sided reporting. 

Long-answer questions 

7. Basic response: Accuracy ensures facts are correct, fairness allows all parties to respond, and 

balance presents multiple perspectives. Together, they prevent bias and strengthen credibility. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that these principles interact dynamically, 

with accuracy forming the foundation, fairness ensuring inclusivity, and balance providing 

context. They may also highlight how these principles build public trust and protect democratic 

values. 

Basic response: Legal boundaries include respecting privacy and avoiding defamation, while 

professional boundaries involve ethical conduct such as protecting sources and avoiding 

fabrication. Dos include verifying facts and maintaining objectivity, while don’ts include 

publishing unverified claims or using coercion. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by discussing how boundaries differ 

across cultural and legal contexts, and how investigative journalists must adapt responsibly. They 

may also note that respecting boundaries enhances credibility and protects the profession from 

legal and ethical challenges. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2] 

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.1 

Ethics in journalism are moral principles and professional standards guiding reporters. 

They are important because investigative journalism deals with sensitive information and 

powerful institutions. 

Accuracy and fairness. 

Fairness ensures all parties can respond, which builds credibility. 

Independence means avoiding conflicts of interest and maintaining objectivity. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.2 

Accuracy means facts must be correct and verified. 

Fairness prevents one-sided reporting and allows informed judgement. 

Balance means presenting multiple perspectives. 

Transparency builds trust by showing openness about methods and sources. 

Accountability means taking responsibility, correcting errors, and justifying editorial 

decisions. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.3 

Legal boundaries are rules and laws governing how information is gathered and published. 

Press freedom is not absolute because it must respect privacy and legal protections. 
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Examples include avoiding conflicts of interest and not fabricating evidence. 

One “do” is verifying facts. 

One “don’t” is publishing unverified claims. 

References and Attributions [Series 2] 

This section provides references and attributions for the instructional content, illustrations, and 

suggested open educational resources (OERs) used in Series 2: Ethics, Principles, and 

Boundaries in Investigative Reporting. The referencing style applied here follows APA 

guidelines for clarity and consistency. 

 

Textual references 

Ethical foundations and principles of investigative journalism: Derived from course content 

provided in MCM 306 Investigative Journalism outline. 

General references to journalism ethics, press freedom, and professional boundaries: Adapted 

from standard journalism ethics frameworks and widely accepted professional codes of 

conduct. 

 

Illustration references and attributions 

Figure 2.1 Balancing public interest and ethics in investigative journalism 

AI prompt: “Create a diagram showing scales balancing public interest and ethical 

responsibility in investigative journalism.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram journalism ethics balance public 

interest.” 

Box 2.1 Core ethical principles in investigative journalism 

AI prompt: “Generate a table listing accuracy, fairness, independence, and 

responsibility as ethical principles in investigative journalism.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER core ethical principles investigative journalism.” 

Figure 2.2 Principles of accuracy, fairness, and balance 

AI prompt: “Create a Venn diagram showing accuracy, fairness, and balance as 

overlapping principles in investigative journalism.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram accuracy fairness balance journalism.” 

Box 2.2 Transparency and accountability in investigative journalism 

AI prompt: “Generate a table listing transparency and accountability with examples in 

investigative journalism.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER transparency accountability investigative 

journalism.” 
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Figure 2.3 Legal boundaries and press freedom in investigative journalism 

AI prompt: “Create a diagram showing press freedom balanced against legal 

boundaries such as privacy and defamation.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram press freedom vs legal boundaries 

journalism.” 

Box 2.3 Dos and don’ts of investigative reporting 

AI prompt: “Generate a table listing dos and don’ts of investigative reporting, such as 

verifying facts vs publishing unverified claims.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER dos and don’ts investigative journalism.” 

 

Note on AI-generated illustrations 

All AI prompts listed above are intended for use with generative platforms to create educational 

diagrams, tables, or images. Where OER search strings are provided, learners and instructors 

may source freely available alternatives to ensure compliance with institutional standards. 
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Course code: MCM 306 

Course title: Investigative Journalism 

Course credit load: 2 units 

List of Series: 

Series 1: Foundations and Evolution of Investigative Journalism 

Series 2: Ethics, Principles, and Boundaries in Investigative Reporting 

Series 3: Qualities and Attributes of the Investigative Reporter 

Series 4: Crime Reporting: Sources, Techniques, and Practical Tips 

Series 5: Challenges and Limitations of Investigative Journalism in Nigeria 

 

Series Outline  

Part 3.1: Personal Qualities of an Investigative Reporter 

Sub-Part 3.1.1: Curiosity and persistence 

Sub-Part 3.1.2: Courage and resilience 

Part 3.2: Professional Attributes of an Investigative Reporter 

Sub-Part 3.2.1: Analytical and critical thinking skills 

Sub-Part 3.2.2: Mastery of research and verification techniques 

Part 3.3: Ethical and Social Responsibilities of an Investigative Reporter 

Sub-Part 3.3.1: Commitment to truth and fairness 

Sub-Part 3.3.2: Respect for sources and communities 

 

Introduction 

In the last Series, we explored the ethical foundations, guiding principles, and boundaries that 

shape investigative journalism. Having understood the responsibilities and limits of the 

profession, it is now important to turn our attention to the qualities and attributes of the 

investigative reporter. This Series is designed to help you appreciate the personal traits, 

professional skills, and ethical responsibilities that distinguish effective investigative journalists. 

The aim of this Series is to highlight the qualities and attributes that enable investigative 

reporters to succeed in uncovering hidden truths, maintaining credibility, and serving the public 

interest responsibly. 

We shall commence this Series by examining the personal qualities of investigative reporters, 

focusing on curiosity, persistence, courage, and resilience. Next, we will continue with the 

professional attributes that enhance investigative reporting, such as analytical thinking, critical 

reasoning, and mastery of research and verification techniques. Finally, we will conclude by 
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considering the ethical and social responsibilities of investigative reporters, including their 

commitment to truth, fairness, and respect for sources and communities. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 3.1 identify the personal qualities required of investigative reporters, 

SLO 3.2 explain the importance of curiosity, persistence, courage, and resilience in 

investigative reporting, 

SLO 3.3 analyse the professional attributes that enhance investigative reporting, including 

analytical thinking and research skills, 

SLO 3.4 demonstrate the application of verification techniques in investigative journalism, 

SLO 3.5 evaluate the ethical and social responsibilities of investigative reporters, particularly 

their commitment to truth, fairness, and respect for sources. 

 

3.1 Personal Qualities of an Investigative Reporter 

3.1.1 Curiosity and persistence 

One of the most important personal qualities of an investigative reporter is curiosity, which 

means having a strong desire to ask questions, dig deeper, and uncover hidden truths. Without 

curiosity, a journalist may accept information at face value and miss opportunities to reveal 

important stories. 

Closely linked to curiosity is persistence, defined as the determination to continue investigating 

despite obstacles, delays, or resistance. Investigative reporting often requires long hours of 

research, repeated interviews, and overcoming barriers such as secrecy or intimidation. 

Persistence ensures that a journalist does not give up until the truth is revealed. 
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Diagram showing curiosity and persistence as driving forces in investigative journalism 

Figure 3.1 Curiosity and persistence in investigative reporting 

 

 

Fill in the blank: __________ is the determination to continue investigating despite obstacles or 

resistance. 

 

3.1.2 Courage and resilience 

Investigative journalism often involves confronting powerful individuals or institutions, which 

requires courage. Courage is the ability to face fear, intimidation, or threats while still pursuing 

the truth. Without courage, many important stories would remain untold. 
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Equally important is resilience, which refers to the capacity to recover quickly from setbacks, 

criticism, or failure. Investigative reporters may face rejection, legal challenges, or even personal 

risks. Resilience allows them to maintain focus and continue their work despite these difficulties. 

Category 
Journalist / 

Group 
The Challenge Impact & Resilience 

Physical 

Danger 

Maria Ressa 

(Rappler, 

Philippines) 

Faced multiple arrests, 

legal harassment, and 

online death threats for 

reporting on the "War 

on Drugs." 

Despite the legal 

onslaught, she continued 

her work, eventually 

winning the Nobel 

Peace Prize for 

defending freedom of 

expression. 

Systemic 

Intimidation 

Daphne 

Caruana 

Galizia (Malta) 

Investigated high-level 

government corruption 

linked to the Panama 

Papers. Faced 47 libel 

lawsuits before her 

assassination. 

Her family and a 

consortium of journalists 

(The Daphne Project) 

continued her work, 

ensuring the corruption 

she uncovered stayed in 

the spotlight. 

Whistleblower 

Protection 

The Guardian 

/ Washington 

Post (Edward 

Snowden) 

Faced intense 

government pressure 

and threats of 

"Espionage Act" 

charges for revealing 

global surveillance 

programs. 

They weathered a literal 

"raid" (where UK 

authorities forced the 

destruction of hard 

drives) to continue 

publishing the truth 

about digital privacy. 

Recovering 

from Setbacks 

Mexican 

Journalists 

(Various) 

Mexico remains one of 

the most dangerous 

places for reporters due 

to cartel violence. 

Many outlets have been 

bombed or shut down. 

Groups like Quinto 

Elemento Lab have 

emerged, using 

collaborative models to 

protect individual 

reporters while pursuing 

high-risk investigations. 

Fighting 

Censorship 
Bellingcat 

Often targeted by state-

sponsored hacking and 

massive disinformation 

campaigns designed to 

They maintain resilience 

through radical 

transparency, showing 

their work process so the 
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Category 
Journalist / 

Group 
The Challenge Impact & Resilience 

discredit their open-

source findings. 

public can verify the 

facts themselves. 

Box 3.1 Examples of courage and resilience in investigative journalism 

 

 

Fill in the blank: __________ is the capacity to recover quickly from setbacks, criticism, or 

failure in investigative reporting. 

 

Pilot questions 3.1 

What does curiosity mean in the context of investigative journalism? 

Why is persistence important for investigative reporters? 

Define courage and explain its role in investigative reporting. 

What is resilience, and why is it necessary for investigative journalists? 

Give one example of how persistence and resilience work together in investigative reporting. 

 

3.2 Professional Attributes of an Investigative Reporter 

3.2.1 Analytical and critical thinking skills 

Investigative reporters must possess strong analytical skills, which involve the ability to break 

down complex information into smaller, understandable parts. This allows them to identify 

patterns, inconsistencies, and connections that may not be obvious at first glance. 

Closely related is critical thinking, defined as the ability to evaluate information objectively and 

question assumptions. Critical thinking helps reporters avoid bias, challenge official narratives, 

and ensure that their conclusions are based on evidence rather than speculation. 
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Diagram showing analytical and critical thinking as complementary skills in investigative 

journalism 

Figure 3.2 Analytical and critical thinking in investigative reporting 

 

 

Fill in the blank: __________ thinking involves evaluating information objectively and 

questioning assumptions. 

 

3.2.2 Mastery of research and verification techniques 

Another essential attribute is mastery of research techniques, which means knowing how to 

gather information from diverse sources such as archives, interviews, and digital databases. 
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Effective research enables reporters to uncover hidden details and build strong evidence for their 

stories. 

Equally important is verification, defined as the process of confirming the accuracy and 

reliability of information before publication. Verification protects journalists from spreading 

falsehoods and ensures that their work maintains credibility. 

Research 

Technique 
Description Verification Method Example/Tool 

Public Records 

Requests 

Using FOIA 

(Freedom of 

Information Act) to 

obtain government 

docs. 

Cross-Referencing: 

Comparing leaked docs 

or "on-the-record" 

statements against 

official filings. 

Using FOIA 

Machine or 

Alaveteli to track 

requests. 

Data Scraping 

& Analysis 

Extracting large 

datasets from 

websites or PDFs 

to find patterns. 

Integrity Testing: 

Checking for outliers, 

missing values, or 

mathematical 

inconsistencies in the 

data. 

Using Python/R or 

OpenRefine to clean 

and audit datasets. 

OSINT (Open 

Source 

Intelligence) 

Gathering info 

from publicly 

available online 

sources (social 

media, maps). 

Geolocation & 

Chronolocation: Using 

shadows, landmarks, 

and weather data to 

prove where and when a 

photo was taken. 

Google Earth Pro, 

Sentinel Hub 

(satellite), or InVID 

(video verification). 

Human 

Intelligence 

(HUMINT) 

Cultivating 

whistleblowers, 

insiders, or 

eyewitnesses. 

Corroboration: The 

"Rule of Two"—

requiring at least two 

independent sources to 

confirm the same fact. 

Encrypted comms 

via Signal or 

SecureDrop to 

protect source 

identity. 

Undercover 

Reporting 

Using a false 

identity or hidden 

cameras to gain 

access to restricted 

areas. 

Legal & Ethical 

Review: Ensuring the 

"public interest" 

justification outweighs 

the deception; vetting 

raw footage for edits. 

Hidden camera 

stings (e.g., Project 

Veritas or BBC 

Panorama style). 
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Research 

Technique 
Description Verification Method Example/Tool 

Backgrounding 

Creating a dossier 

on an individual’s 

history, assets, and 

connections. 

Public Registry Audit: 

Verifying professional 

licenses, property 

deeds, and court records 

across different 

jurisdictions. 

OpenCorporates 

(company data) or 

LexisNexis 

(legal/news 

archives). 

Domain & 

Website 

Analysis 

Investigating the 

ownership and 

history of a 

specific website. 

WHOIS & Archive 

Checks: Looking at 

registration history and 

using cached versions 

of sites to see deleted 

info. 

Wayback Machine 

(Internet Archive) 

or WHOIS lookup 

tools. 

Box 3.2 Research and verification techniques in investigative journalism 

 

 

Fill in the blank: __________ is the process of confirming the accuracy and reliability of 

information before publication. 

 

Pilot questions 3.2 

What are analytical skills, and why are they important for investigative reporters? 

Define critical thinking in the context of investigative journalism. 

Identify two examples of research techniques used in investigative reporting. 

What is verification, and why is it essential in investigative journalism? 

How do analytical skills and verification work together in investigative reporting? 

 

3.3 Ethical and Social Responsibilities of an Investigative Reporter 

3.3.1 Commitment to truth and fairness 

Investigative reporters must demonstrate a strong commitment to truth, which means 

prioritising accuracy and honesty in their work. Truth is the foundation of journalism, and 

without it, credibility is lost. 

Alongside truth, fairness is equally important. Fairness requires that journalists present stories in 

a balanced manner, giving all parties involved an opportunity to respond. This ensures that 

reporting is not biased and that the public receives a complete picture of the issue. 
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Diagram showing truth and fairness as pillars of investigative journalism 

Figure 3.3 Truth and fairness in investigative reporting 

 

 

Fill in the blank: __________ requires that journalists present stories in a balanced manner, 

giving all parties an opportunity to respond. 

 

3.3.2 Respect for sources and communities 

Investigative reporters must also show respect for sources, which means protecting their 

identities when necessary and ensuring they are not exposed to harm. Respect builds trust and 

encourages sources to share valuable information. 
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In addition, reporters must respect the communities they cover. This involves being sensitive to 

cultural contexts, avoiding exploitation, and ensuring that reporting benefits rather than harms 

the public. Respect for communities strengthens the social role of journalism and reinforces its 

credibility. 

Stakeholder Responsibility Key Action 

Sources 
Informed 

Consent 

Clearly explain the risks of going public and how 

their information will be used. 

 
Protection of 

Identity 

Honor "off-the-record" agreements and use 

encryption or legal means to protect anonymous 

whistleblowers. 

 Non-Exploitation 

Avoid pressuring vulnerable individuals for 

information or offering financial incentives 

(checkbook journalism). 

 Verification 

Corroborate source testimony with documents or 

secondary witnesses to ensure the source isn't misled 

or misleading. 

Communities 
Accuracy & 

Context 

Present facts truthfully without distorting the 

narrative for "sensationalism." 

 Public Interest 
Ensure the investigation serves the common good 

rather than personal vendettas or corporate interests. 

 Accountability 
Provide a right of reply to those being accused and 

issue prominent corrections if errors are found. 

 
Minimization of 

Harm 

Balance the public’s right to know against the 

potential for unnecessary harm to private 

individuals. 

Box 3.3 Ethical responsibilities towards sources and communities 

 

 

Fill in the blank: Investigative reporters must show respect for __________ by protecting their 

identities and ensuring they are not exposed to harm. 
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Pilot questions 3.3 

What does commitment to truth mean in investigative journalism? 

Why is fairness important in investigative reporting? 

How can investigative reporters show respect for sources? 

What does it mean to respect communities in investigative journalism? 

Give one example of how fairness and respect work together in investigative reporting. 

Series Summary 

This Series has explored the qualities and attributes that distinguish effective investigative 

reporters. We began by examining personal qualities such as curiosity, persistence, courage, and 

resilience, which enable journalists to pursue hidden truths despite obstacles. Then we 

considered professional attributes, including analytical and critical thinking skills, as well as 

mastery of research and verification techniques, which strengthen the credibility of investigative 

reporting. Finally, we discussed the ethical and social responsibilities of investigative reporters, 

focusing on their commitment to truth, fairness, and respect for sources and communities. 

By engaging with these discussions, you should now be able to identify the personal qualities 

required of investigative reporters (SLO 3.1), explain the importance of persistence, courage, and 

resilience (SLO 3.2), analyse professional attributes such as critical thinking and research skills 

(SLO 3.3), demonstrate verification techniques (SLO 3.4), and evaluate the ethical and social 

responsibilities of investigative reporters (SLO 3.5). These outcomes provide you with a clear 

understanding of what it takes to succeed in investigative journalism both personally and 

professionally. 

 

Glossary of Terms 

Analytical skills: The ability to break down complex information into smaller, 

understandable parts to identify patterns and connections. 

Commitment to truth: A dedication to accuracy and honesty in reporting, ensuring 

credibility. 

Courage: The ability to face fear, intimidation, or threats while pursuing the truth. 

Critical thinking: The ability to evaluate information objectively and question assumptions. 

Curiosity: A strong desire to ask questions, dig deeper, and uncover hidden truths. 

Fairness: Presenting stories in a balanced manner and giving all parties an opportunity to 

respond. 

Persistence: Determination to continue investigating despite obstacles or resistance. 

Resilience: The capacity to recover quickly from setbacks, criticism, or failure. 

Respect for communities: Sensitivity to cultural contexts and ensuring reporting benefits 

rather than harms the public. 
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Respect for sources: Protecting the identities of sources when necessary and ensuring they 

are not exposed to harm. 

Verification: The process of confirming the accuracy and reliability of information before 

publication. 

 

Concept Check Questions 3 

Objective questions 

Which personal quality refers to a strong desire to ask questions and uncover hidden truths? 

(Linked to SLO 3.1) 

__________ is the capacity to recover quickly from setbacks, criticism, or failure. (Linked to 

SLO 3.2) 

Which of the following is a professional attribute of investigative reporters?  

Curiosity 

Courage 

Analytical skills 

Resilience (Linked to SLO 3.3) 

Short-answer questions 

4. Define persistence in the context of investigative journalism. (Linked to SLO 3.2) 

5. Identify two examples of research techniques used by investigative reporters. (Linked to SLO 

3.4) 

6. Explain why respect for sources is important in investigative journalism. (Linked to SLO 3.5) 

Long-answer questions 

7. Analyse how curiosity, persistence, courage, and resilience contribute to the effectiveness of 

investigative reporters. (Linked to SLO 3.1, SLO 3.2) 

8. Evaluate the ethical and social responsibilities of investigative reporters, focusing on truth, 

fairness, and respect for sources and communities. (Linked to SLO 3.5) 

 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3] 

Objective questions 

Curiosity 

Resilience 

Analytical skills 

Short-answer questions 

4. Persistence is the determination to continue investigating despite obstacles, delays, or 

resistance. 
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5. Examples include archival research, interviews, and using digital databases. 

6. Respect for sources is important because it builds trust, protects individuals from harm, and 

encourages them to share valuable information. 

Long-answer questions 

7. Basic response: Curiosity drives reporters to ask questions, persistence keeps them 

investigating despite obstacles, courage enables them to confront powerful institutions, and 

resilience helps them recover from setbacks. Together, these qualities ensure that investigative 

reporters can uncover hidden truths effectively. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that these qualities interact dynamically, 

with curiosity initiating inquiry, persistence sustaining effort, courage enabling risk-taking, and 

resilience ensuring continuity. They may also highlight real-world examples where these 

qualities led to groundbreaking investigations. 

Basic response: Ethical and social responsibilities include commitment to truth, fairness in 

presenting stories, and respect for sources and communities. These responsibilities ensure 

credibility and protect journalism’s role in society. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by discussing how these 

responsibilities strengthen democracy, safeguard human rights, and build public trust. They may 

also note that respecting communities prevents exploitation and ensures journalism benefits the 

public. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3] 

Answers to Pilot Questions 3.1 

Curiosity means having a strong desire to ask questions and uncover hidden truths. 

Persistence is important because it ensures journalists continue investigating despite 

obstacles. 

Courage is the ability to face fear or intimidation while pursuing the truth. 

Resilience is the capacity to recover quickly from setbacks or criticism. 

Persistence and resilience work together by helping journalists continue investigations even 

after facing rejection or failure. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 3.2 

Analytical skills involve breaking down complex information into smaller parts to identify 

patterns. 

Critical thinking means evaluating information objectively and questioning assumptions. 

Examples include archival research and conducting interviews. 

Verification is confirming the accuracy and reliability of information before publication. 

Analytical skills help identify key information, while verification ensures that information is 

accurate and credible. 
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Answers to Pilot Questions 3.3 

Commitment to truth means prioritising accuracy and honesty in reporting. 

Fairness is important because it ensures balanced reporting and credibility. 

Reporters show respect for sources by protecting their identities and ensuring they are not 

harmed. 

Respecting communities means being sensitive to cultural contexts and avoiding 

exploitation. 

Fairness and respect work together by ensuring that stories are balanced and communities are 

treated with dignity. 

 

References and Attributions [Series 3] 

This section provides external credible references and attributions for the instructional content, 

illustrations, and suggested open educational resources (OERs) used in Series 3: Qualities and 

Attributes of the Investigative Reporter. 

 

Textual references 

Chua, Y. T. (2019). Research ethics in investigative journalism. In Handbook of Research 

Ethics and Scientific Integrity. Springer Nature. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-

76040-7_143 (doi.org in Bing) 

Zran, J. (2021). Ethics of investigative journalism. In Global Media Ethics and the Digital 

Revolution (1st ed.). Routledge. 

Lee, S. (2025). The ethics of investigative journalism: Principles and challenges of in-depth 

reporting. Number Analytics. 

These sources provide academic and professional perspectives on investigative journalism ethics, 

qualities, and responsibilities, reinforcing the instructional content presented in this Series. 

 

Illustration references and attributions 

Figure 3.1 Curiosity and persistence in investigative reporting 

AI prompt: “Create a diagram showing curiosity and persistence as two arrows 

driving investigative journalism forward.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram curiosity persistence investigative 

journalism.” 

Box 3.1 Examples of courage and resilience in investigative journalism 

AI prompt: “Generate a table listing examples of courage and resilience in 

investigative journalism, such as facing intimidation or recovering from 

setbacks.” 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=%22https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.1007%2F978-3-319-76040-7_143%22
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Suggested OER search string: “OER examples courage resilience investigative 

journalism.” 

Figure 3.2 Analytical and critical thinking in investigative reporting 

AI prompt: “Create a diagram showing analytical and critical thinking as two 

overlapping circles supporting investigative journalism.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram analytical critical thinking journalism.” 

Box 3.2 Research and verification techniques in investigative journalism 

AI prompt: “Generate a table listing examples of research techniques and verification 

methods used in investigative journalism.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER research verification techniques investigative 

journalism.” 

Figure 3.3 Truth and fairness in investigative reporting 

AI prompt: “Create a diagram showing truth and fairness as two pillars supporting 

investigative journalism.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram truth fairness journalism.” 

Box 3.3 Ethical responsibilities towards sources and communities 

AI prompt: “Generate a table listing ethical responsibilities of investigative reporters 

towards sources and communities.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER ethical responsibilities sources communities 

journalism.” 

 

Note on AI-generated illustrations 

All AI prompts listed above are intended for use with generative platforms to create educational 

diagrams, tables, or images. Where OER search strings are provided, learners and instructors 

may source freely available alternatives to ensure compliance with institutional standards. 
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Course code: MCM 306 

Course title: Investigative Journalism 

Course credit load: 2 units 

List of Series: 

Series 1: Foundations and Evolution of Investigative Journalism 

Series 2: Ethics, Principles, and Boundaries in Investigative Reporting 

Series 3: Qualities and Attributes of the Investigative Reporter 

Series 4: Crime Reporting: Sources, Techniques, and Practical Tips 

Series 5: Challenges and Limitations of Investigative Journalism in Nigeria 

 

Series Outline 

Part 4.1: Sources of Crime Reporting 

Sub-Part 4.1.1: Official sources (police, courts, government agencies) 

Sub-Part 4.1.2: Unofficial sources (victims, witnesses, community members) 

Part 4.2: Techniques in Crime Reporting 

Sub-Part 4.2.1: Gathering and verifying crime-related information 

Sub-Part 4.2.2: Interviewing techniques for sensitive cases 

Part 4.3: Practical Tips for Effective Crime Reporting 

Sub-Part 4.3.1: Writing style and clarity in crime stories 

Sub-Part 4.3.2: Ethical considerations and safety precautions 

 

Introduction 

Crime reporting is one of the most challenging yet vital aspects of journalism. It requires 

reporters to work with diverse sources, apply careful techniques, and maintain ethical standards 

while covering sensitive and often dangerous situations. Crime stories not only inform the public 

but also shape perceptions of justice, safety, and accountability. 

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the knowledge and skills needed to identify reliable 

sources, apply effective reporting techniques, and adopt practical strategies for writing and 

presenting crime stories responsibly. 

We shall commence this Series by examining the sources of crime reporting, distinguishing 

between official and unofficial channels of information. Next, we will explore techniques for 

gathering and verifying crime-related information, as well as interviewing methods suited to 

sensitive cases. Finally, we will conclude with practical tips for effective crime reporting, 

focusing on writing style, clarity, ethical considerations, and safety precautions. 
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Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 4.1 identify and explain official and unofficial sources of crime reporting, 

SLO 4.2 demonstrate techniques for gathering and verifying crime-related information, 

SLO 4.3 apply appropriate interviewing methods in sensitive crime cases, 

SLO 4.4 analyse practical strategies for writing clear and effective crime stories, and 

SLO 4.5 evaluate ethical considerations and safety precautions in crime reporting. 

 

4.1 Sources of Crime Reporting 

4.1.1 Official sources (police, courts, government agencies) 

In crime reporting, official sources are those that come directly from institutions with legal 

authority, such as the police, courts, and government agencies. These sources provide formal 

statements, press releases, and official records that help journalists establish credibility and 

accuracy in their reporting. For example, police reports can confirm details of an incident, while 

court documents provide verified information about charges, trials, and verdicts. 

However, while official sources are reliable, they may sometimes present information selectively 

or with institutional bias. Investigative reporters must therefore use them carefully, cross-

checking with other sources to ensure balance. 
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Diagram showing official sources of crime reporting (police, courts, government agencies) 

Figure 4.1 Official sources in crime reporting 

 

 

Fill in the blank: Police reports and court documents are examples of __________ sources in 

crime reporting. 

 

4.1.2 Unofficial sources (victims, witnesses, community members) 

Unofficial sources include individuals such as victims, witnesses, and community members who 

provide firsthand accounts of crime incidents. These sources often add depth and human 

perspective to crime stories, making them more relatable and impactful. For example, 
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interviewing a victim can reveal the emotional and social consequences of a crime, while 

witnesses may provide details not captured in official records. 

Unofficial sources, however, must be approached with sensitivity. Journalists should respect 

privacy, avoid exploitation, and verify information carefully to prevent inaccuracies. Balancing 

official and unofficial sources ensures that crime reporting is both factual and human-centred. 

Source 

Category 
Role in the Story Value Provided Challenges & Risks 

Victims 

The individuals 

directly harmed by 

the crime. 

Provides a first-person 

account of the 

experience; humanizes 

the tragedy and evokes 

empathy. 

Potential for re-

traumatization; reliability 

may be affected by 

shock; legal privacy 

concerns. 

Witnesses 

People who 

observed the crime 

or the immediate 

aftermath. 

Offers real-time, 

sensory details 

(sounds, smells, visual 

descriptions) that 

officials may omit. 

Witness intimidation; 

"memory decay" or bias; 

risk of physical 

retaliation from 

perpetrators. 

Family 

Members 

Relatives of either 

the victim or the 

suspect. 

Provides character 

background and "life 

history" that explains 

the human context of 

those involved. 

Intense grief can lead to 

hostility toward media; 

may provide a one-sided 

or protective narrative. 

Community 

Leaders 

Religious figures, 

local activists, or 

neighborhood 

elders. 

Explains the broader 

social context (e.g., a 

history of neglect or 

rising tensions in the 

area). 

May have their own 

political agendas or 

"gatekeep" information 

to protect the 

neighborhood's image. 

Local 

Business 

Owners 

Shopkeepers or 

vendors near the 

scene. 

Often act as the "eyes 

and ears" of a street; 

can provide security 

footage or anecdotal 

history of the area. 

Fear of being labeled an 

"informant"; concerns 

that crime reporting will 

hurt local business/foot 

traffic. 

Box 4.1 Examples of unofficial sources in crime reporting 

 

 

Fill in the blank: Victims and witnesses are considered __________ sources in crime reporting. 
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Pilot questions 4.1 

What are official sources in crime reporting? 

Give two examples of official sources. 

Why must journalists cross-check information from official sources? 

What are unofficial sources in crime reporting? 

How should journalists approach unofficial sources to ensure ethical reporting? 

 

4.2 Techniques in Crime Reporting 

4.2.1 Gathering and verifying crime-related information 

Effective crime reporting begins with information gathering, which involves collecting details 

from diverse sources such as police reports, eyewitness accounts, and community observations. 

Journalists must be thorough, ensuring they capture both official and unofficial perspectives. 

Equally important is verification, defined as the process of confirming the accuracy and 

reliability of information before publication. Verification protects against misinformation and 

ensures credibility. For example, a journalist should cross-check witness statements with police 

records to avoid publishing unverified claims. 
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Diagram showing the cycle of gathering and verifying information in crime reporting 

 Figure 4.2 Gathering and verifying crime-related information 

 

 

Fill in the blank: __________ is the process of confirming the accuracy and reliability of 

information before publication. 

 

4.2.2 Interviewing techniques for sensitive cases 

Crime reporting often requires interviewing victims, witnesses, or suspects. This demands 

sensitivity, which means approaching interviews with empathy and respect. Journalists must 
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avoid causing further trauma to victims and ensure that questions are clear, respectful, and non-

leading. 

Another key interviewing technique is confidentiality, defined as protecting the identity of 

sources when disclosure could put them at risk. Confidentiality builds trust and encourages 

individuals to share information. 

Technique 
Purpose in Crime 

Reporting 
Application & Best Practices 

Trauma-

Informed 

Empathy 

To build rapport with 

victims/survivors without 

re-traumatizing them. 

Use "soft" starts. Acknowledge their 

pain and allow them to control the pace 

of the interview. Avoid "Why" 

questions that imply blame. 

Clarity & 

Precision 

To ensure the sequence of 

events and physical 

descriptions are legally 

accurate. 

Use open-ended prompts like "Tell me 

more about..." followed by specific 

clarifying questions to pin down times, 

locations, and descriptions. 

Confidentiality 

& Protection 

To protect sources from 

retaliation or "street 

justice." 

Explicitly define terms (On the record, 

Off the record, Background) before the 

mic is turned on. Use pseudonyms or 

"blurring" if safety is at risk. 

Active Listening 

To catch inconsistencies or 

"buried" details in a 

narrative. 

Use non-verbal cues (nodding, silence) 

to encourage the subject to fill the 

"dead air." Silence often leads to the 

most revealing admissions. 

Strategic 

Sequence 

To maximize information 

flow and manage 

defensiveness. 

Start with easy, biographical questions 

to establish a baseline, then move to the 

"critical incident." Save the most 

difficult or confrontational questions 

for the end. 

Corroborative 

Probing 

To verify the interviewee's 

claims against physical 

evidence. 

Gently ask for documentation, photos, 

or names of other witnesses who can 

back up the story. This bridges the gap 

between an interview and an 

investigation. 
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Technique 
Purpose in Crime 

Reporting 
Application & Best Practices 

Cognitive 

Interviewing 

To help witnesses recall 

specific sensory details of a 

crime scene. 

Ask the person to recreate the 

environment in their mind: "What did 

you smell? What was the lighting like?" 

This often triggers deeper memory 

retrieval. 

Box 4.2 Interviewing techniques for sensitive crime cases 

 

 

Fill in the blank: Protecting the identity of sources when disclosure could put them at risk is 

known as __________. 

 

Pilot questions 4.2 

What does information gathering involve in crime reporting? 

Define verification in the context of crime reporting. 

Why is sensitivity important when interviewing victims? 

What is confidentiality, and why is it necessary in crime reporting? 

Give one example of how verification and interviewing techniques work together in crime 

reporting. 

 

4.3 Practical Tips for Effective Crime Reporting 

4.3.1 Writing style and clarity in crime stories 

Crime stories must be written with clarity, which means presenting facts in a straightforward 

and understandable manner. Journalists should avoid jargon, sensationalism, or unnecessary 

detail that may confuse readers. 

Another important aspect is objectivity, defined as reporting facts without personal bias. 

Objectivity ensures that crime stories remain credible and trustworthy. For example, when 

covering a trial, the journalist should present both prosecution and defence arguments fairly. 
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Diagram showing clarity and objectivity as key elements of crime reporting style 

Figure 4.3 Clarity and objectivity in crime reporting 

 

 

Fill in the blank: Reporting facts without personal bias is known as __________. 

 

4.3.2 Ethical considerations and safety precautions 

Crime reporting involves significant ethical considerations, such as respecting privacy, 

avoiding exploitation, and ensuring accuracy. Journalists must balance the public’s right to know 

with the rights of individuals involved in crime cases. 
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Equally important are safety precautions, which refer to measures journalists take to protect 

themselves while covering crime scenes or dangerous situations. These may include working in 

pairs, informing editors of their location, and avoiding interference with police operations. 

Category Consideration Actionable Precaution 

Ethics 
Presumption of 

Innocence 

Use "alleged" and "suspected" strictly until a 

conviction is reached. 

Ethics Victim Privacy 
Avoid naming victims of sexual assault or minors 

unless there is a compelling legal reason. 

Ethics 
Avoiding 

Sensationalism 

Resist "clickbait" headlines that glorify violence or 

cause unnecessary panic in the community. 

Ethics Right of Reply 
Always attempt to reach the accused or their legal 

counsel for a statement before publishing. 

Safety Physical Security 
Never enter an active "hot zone" or crime scene 

without police clearance and a designated exit route. 

Safety Digital Protection 

Use encrypted messaging (like Signal) when 

communicating with sensitive informants to avoid 

surveillance. 

Safety 
Situational 

Awareness 

Work in pairs (reporter + photographer) when visiting 

high-crime areas or interviewing potentially hostile 

subjects. 

Safety 
Psychological 

Health 

Acknowledge "vicarious trauma"—reporting on 

tragedy can lead to PTSD; newsrooms should provide 

counseling. 

Box 4.3 Ethical considerations and safety precautions in crime reporting 

 

 

Fill in the blank: Measures journalists take to protect themselves while covering crime scenes are 

known as __________. 

 

Pilot questions 4.3 

Why is clarity important in crime reporting? 
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Define objectivity in the context of crime stories. 

Identify two ethical considerations in crime reporting. 

What are safety precautions, and why are they necessary for crime reporters? 

Give one example of how ethics and safety work together in crime reporting. 

Series Summary 

This Series has focused on the essential skills and responsibilities involved in crime reporting. 

We began by examining the sources of crime reporting, distinguishing between official sources 

such as police, courts, and government agencies, and unofficial sources such as victims, 

witnesses, and community members. Then we explored techniques for gathering and verifying 

crime-related information, alongside interviewing methods suited to sensitive cases. Finally, we 

considered practical tips for effective crime reporting, including writing style, clarity, objectivity, 

ethical considerations, and safety precautions. 

By engaging with these discussions, you should now be able to identify and explain official and 

unofficial sources of crime reporting (SLO 4.1), demonstrate techniques for gathering and 

verifying information (SLO 4.2), apply appropriate interviewing methods in sensitive cases 

(SLO 4.3), analyse strategies for writing clear and effective crime stories (SLO 4.4), and evaluate 

ethical considerations and safety precautions in crime reporting (SLO 4.5). These outcomes 

provide you with the practical and ethical grounding necessary to report crime responsibly and 

effectively. 

 

Glossary of Terms 

Clarity: Presenting facts in a straightforward and understandable manner. 

Confidentiality: Protecting the identity of sources when disclosure could put them at risk. 

Ethical considerations: Principles such as respecting privacy, avoiding exploitation, and 

ensuring accuracy in reporting. 

Objectivity: Reporting facts without personal bias. 

Official sources: Institutions with legal authority, such as police, courts, and government 

agencies. 

Safety precautions: Measures journalists take to protect themselves while covering crime 

scenes or dangerous situations. 

Sensitivity: Approaching interviews with empathy and respect, especially when dealing with 

victims. 

Unofficial sources: Individuals such as victims, witnesses, and community members who 

provide firsthand accounts of crime incidents. 

Verification: The process of confirming the accuracy and reliability of information before 

publication. 

Concept Check Questions 4 
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Objective questions 

Police reports and court documents are examples of __________ sources in crime reporting. 

(Linked to SLO 4.1) 

__________ is the process of confirming the accuracy and reliability of information before 

publication. (Linked to SLO 4.2) 

Which of the following is an interviewing technique for sensitive crime cases?  

Sensationalism 

Confidentiality 

Bias 

Exploitation (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

Short-answer questions 

4. Define unofficial sources in crime reporting. (Linked to SLO 4.1) 

5. Explain why sensitivity is important when interviewing victims of crime. (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

6. Identify two ethical considerations in crime reporting. (Linked to SLO 4.5) 

Long-answer questions 

7. Analyse how official and unofficial sources complement each other in crime reporting. 

(Linked to SLO 4.1) 

8. Evaluate the importance of clarity, objectivity, ethics, and safety precautions in producing 

effective crime stories. (Linked to SLO 4.4, SLO 4.5) 

 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4] 

Objective questions 

Official 

Verification 

Confidentiality 

Short-answer questions 

4. Unofficial sources are individuals such as victims, witnesses, and community members who 

provide firsthand accounts of crime incidents. 

5. Sensitivity is important because it ensures victims are treated with empathy and respect, 

preventing further trauma during interviews. 

6. Examples include respecting privacy and ensuring accuracy in reporting. 

Long-answer questions 

7. Basic response: Official sources provide verified information, while unofficial sources add 

human perspective. Together, they ensure crime stories are both factual and relatable. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that official sources establish credibility, 

while unofficial sources highlight social impact. Balancing both prevents bias and enriches 

reporting. 
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Basic response: Clarity ensures stories are understandable, objectivity prevents bias, ethics 

protect individuals, and safety precautions protect journalists. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by discussing how these elements 

build public trust, safeguard journalists, and strengthen the role of crime reporting in promoting 

justice and accountability. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4] 

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.1 

Official sources are institutions with legal authority, such as police and courts. 

Examples include police reports and government agencies. 

Journalists must cross-check official sources to avoid bias or selective information. 

Unofficial sources are victims, witnesses, and community members. 

Journalists should approach unofficial sources with sensitivity and respect to ensure ethical 

reporting. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.2 

Information gathering involves collecting details from diverse sources such as police reports 

and eyewitness accounts. 

Verification is confirming the accuracy and reliability of information before publication. 

Sensitivity ensures victims are treated with empathy and respect. 

Confidentiality means protecting the identity of sources when disclosure could put them at 

risk. 

Verification ensures accuracy, while interviewing techniques ensure ethical and respectful 

engagement with sources. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.3 

Clarity is important because it makes crime stories straightforward and easy to understand. 

Objectivity means reporting facts without personal bias. 

Ethical considerations include respecting privacy and avoiding exploitation. 

Safety precautions are measures journalists take to protect themselves while covering crime 

scenes. 

Ethics and safety work together by ensuring journalists protect both themselves and the 

individuals involved in crime stories. 

 

References and Attributions [Series 4] 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

This section provides external credible references and attributions for the instructional content, 

illustrations, and suggested open educational resources (OERs) used in Series 4: Crime 

Reporting: Sources, Techniques, and Practical Tips. 

 

Textual references 

Journalism University. (2025). Expert tips for effective crime reporting. This article discusses 

the complexities of crime reporting, emphasising the importance of gathering, verifying, 

and reporting information responsibly. 

Lee, S. (2025). Media ethics in crime reporting. Number Analytics. This guide explores the 

principles of media ethics in crime reporting and highlights best practices for responsible 

journalism. 

The News Manual. (n.d.). Chapter 38: Ethics of reporting crime. This resource outlines the 

ethical challenges faced by crime reporters and stresses loyalty to truth and public 

accountability. 

 

Illustration references and attributions 

Figure 4.1 Official sources in crime reporting 

AI prompt: “Create a diagram showing police, courts, and government agencies as 

official sources of crime reporting.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram official sources crime reporting.” 

Box 4.1 Examples of unofficial sources in crime reporting 

AI prompt: “Generate a table listing victims, witnesses, and community members as 

unofficial sources in crime reporting.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER unofficial sources crime reporting journalism.” 

Figure 4.2 Gathering and verifying crime-related information 

AI prompt: “Create a diagram showing gathering information from sources and 

verifying accuracy before publication in crime reporting.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram gathering verifying crime reporting.” 

Box 4.2 Interviewing techniques for sensitive crime cases 

AI prompt: “Generate a table listing interviewing techniques such as empathy, clarity, 

and confidentiality in crime reporting.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER interviewing techniques crime reporting 

journalism.” 

Figure 4.3 Clarity and objectivity in crime reporting 
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AI prompt: “Create a diagram showing clarity and objectivity as two pillars of 

effective crime reporting style.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram clarity objectivity crime reporting.” 

Box 4.3 Ethical considerations and safety precautions in crime reporting 

AI prompt: “Generate a table listing ethical considerations and safety precautions in 

crime reporting.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER ethical considerations safety precautions crime 

reporting.” 

 

Note on AI-generated illustrations 

All AI prompts listed above are intended for use with generative platforms to create educational 

diagrams, tables, or images. Where OER search strings are provided, learners and instructors 

may source freely available alternatives to ensure compliance with institutional standards. 
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Course code: MCM 306 

Course title: Investigative Journalism 

Course credit load: 2 units 

List of Series: 

Series 1: Foundations and Evolution of Investigative Journalism 

Series 2: Ethics, Principles, and Boundaries in Investigative Reporting 

Series 3: Qualities and Attributes of the Investigative Reporter 

Series 4: Crime Reporting: Sources, Techniques, and Practical Tips 

Series 5: Challenges and Limitations of Investigative Journalism in Nigeria 

 

Series 5: Challenges and Limitations of Investigative Journalism in Nigeria 

Suggested Outline of Parts and Sub-Parts 

Part 5.1: Political and Legal Challenges 

Sub-Part 5.1.1: Government restrictions and censorship 

Sub-Part 5.1.2: Legal risks and press freedom issues 

Part 5.2: Economic and Institutional Limitations 

Sub-Part 5.2.1: Funding constraints and resource shortages 

Sub-Part 5.2.2: Weak institutional support and corruption 

Part 5.3: Social and Cultural Barriers 

Sub-Part 5.3.1: Public mistrust and fear of reprisal 

Sub-Part 5.3.2: Cultural sensitivities and ethical dilemmas 

 

Introduction 

Investigative journalism in Nigeria plays a vital role in exposing corruption, holding leaders 

accountable, and informing the public. However, it faces significant challenges that limit its 

effectiveness. These include political pressures, legal restrictions, economic constraints, 

institutional weaknesses, and social barriers. Understanding these challenges is essential for 

aspiring journalists, as it helps them anticipate obstacles and develop strategies to overcome 

them. 

The aim of this Series is to examine the major challenges and limitations of investigative 

journalism in Nigeria, highlighting political, economic, institutional, social, and cultural factors 

that shape the practice. 
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We shall commence this Series by exploring political and legal challenges, including censorship, 

government restrictions, and press freedom issues. Next, we will consider economic and 

institutional limitations such as funding shortages, weak support structures, and corruption. 

Finally, we will conclude with social and cultural barriers, focusing on public mistrust, fear of 

reprisal, and ethical dilemmas faced by investigative reporters. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 5.1 describe political and legal challenges facing investigative journalism in Nigeria, 

SLO 5.2 explain economic and institutional limitations affecting investigative reporting, 

SLO 5.3 analyse social and cultural barriers to investigative journalism, 

SLO 5.4 evaluate the impact of these challenges on press freedom and accountability, and 

SLO 5.5 propose strategies for overcoming limitations in investigative journalism practice. 

 

5.1 Political and Legal Challenges 

5.1.1 Government restrictions and censorship 

One of the most pressing challenges facing investigative journalism in Nigeria is government 

restriction, which refers to deliberate efforts by authorities to limit press freedom. These 

restrictions may take the form of censorship, denial of access to information, or intimidation of 

journalists. For example, reporters may be prevented from covering sensitive political events or 

denied access to official records. 

Censorship undermines the watchdog role of journalism by silencing voices that expose 

corruption or abuse of power. Investigative reporters must therefore find creative ways to 

navigate these restrictions, often relying on alternative sources or digital platforms to publish 

their findings. 
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Diagram showing government restrictions and censorship as barriers to investigative journalism 

Figure 5.1 Government restrictions and censorship in Nigerian journalism 

 

 

Fill in the blank: __________ refers to deliberate efforts by authorities to limit press freedom, 

often through denial of access or intimidation. 

 

5.1.2 Legal risks and press freedom issues 

Investigative journalists in Nigeria also face significant legal risks, which include defamation 

suits, arrests, and prosecution under restrictive laws. These risks discourage journalists from 

pursuing sensitive stories, especially those involving powerful individuals or institutions. 
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Closely related are press freedom issues, defined as limitations on the ability of journalists to 

report freely without fear of reprisal. While Nigeria’s constitution guarantees freedom of 

expression, in practice journalists often encounter harassment, threats, or legal challenges that 

weaken their independence. 

Risk Category 

Common 

Legal 

Instruments 

Typical Examples & 

Recent Cases 

Impact on 

Journalism 

Cyberstalking 

& Cybercrime 

Cybercrimes 

Act (2015/2024 

Amendment) 

In 2024 and 2025, 

several journalists (e.g., 

from Informant247 and 

FIJ) were arrested for 

"cyberstalking" after 

reporting on financial or 

sexual misconduct by 

public officials. 

Often used to bypass 

traditional libel laws; 

allows for rapid arrest 

and prolonged 

detention without trial. 

Criminal 

Defamation 

Criminal Code 

Act (South) / 

Penal Code 

(North) 

Reporters covering 

sensitive political topics 

are often charged with 

"intent to defame" or 

"inciting public 

disturbance." Recent 

cases include charges 

against Omoyele 

Sowore. 

Shifts a civil dispute 

into a criminal one, 

leading to potential 

prison sentences of 1–

2 years rather than just 

fines. 

Treason & 

Sedition 

Section 41 of 

the Criminal 

Code 

High-profile journalists 

like Agba Jalingo have 

faced charges of 

"terrorism" or 

"treasonable felony" for 

reporting on the alleged 

diversion of public funds. 

Carries the heaviest 

penalties; used to 

frame investigative 

reporting as a threat to 

national security. 

Official Secrets 
Official Secrets 

Act (1962) 

Authorities use this to 

restrict access to 

government documents 

or to punish 

whistleblowers and the 

journalists who publish 

their leaks. 

Creates a culture of 

opacity; makes it 

legally dangerous to 

report on military 

spending or internal 

security matters. 
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Risk Category 

Common 

Legal 

Instruments 

Typical Examples & 

Recent Cases 

Impact on 

Journalism 

Physical 

Arrests & 

Extrajudicial 

Detention 

Police/DSS 

Intervention 

Journalists like Segun 

Olatunji have been 

abducted or detained by 

security forces for weeks 

without formal charges 

following reports on 

military corruption. 

Leads to "enforced 

disappearances" and 

significant 

psychological trauma, 

discouraging others 

from pursuing similar 

leads. 

 

Box 5.1 Examples of legal risks and press freedom issues in Nigeria 

 

 

Fill in the blank: Defamation suits and arrests are examples of __________ risks faced by 

investigative journalists in Nigeria. 

 

Pilot questions 5.1 

What are government restrictions in the context of investigative journalism? 

Give one example of censorship faced by Nigerian journalists. 

Define legal risks in investigative journalism. 

What does press freedom mean in practice for Nigerian journalists? 

How do government restrictions and legal risks affect investigative reporting in Nigeria? 

 

5.2 Economic and Institutional Limitations 

5.2.1 Funding constraints and resource shortages 

Investigative journalism in Nigeria is often hindered by funding constraints, which means 

limited financial support for in-depth reporting projects. Unlike routine news coverage, 

investigative work requires significant resources for travel, data collection, and prolonged 

research. Many media houses struggle to allocate funds, leading to incomplete investigations or 

reliance on external donors. 

Closely related are resource shortages, defined as the lack of tools, technology, and skilled 

personnel needed to conduct thorough investigations. Without adequate resources, journalists 

may find it difficult to access data, verify information, or sustain long-term projects. 
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Diagram showing funding constraints and resource shortages as barriers to investigative 

journalism 

Figure 5.2 Funding and resource limitations in Nigerian investigative journalism 

 

 

Fill in the blank: Limited financial support for in-depth reporting projects is known as 

__________ constraints. 

 

5.2.2 Weak institutional support and corruption 
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Another major limitation is weak institutional support, which refers to the lack of strong media 

organisations, training programmes, and legal protections for journalists. Without institutional 

backing, reporters often work in isolation and face greater risks. 

Additionally, corruption within institutions can obstruct investigative journalism. For example, 

officials may deliberately withhold information, manipulate records, or intimidate journalists to 

prevent exposure. This weakens accountability and discourages reporters from pursuing sensitive 

stories. 

Barrier Type Specific Example Impact on Journalism 

Legal 

Repression 

Misuse of the Cybercrime Act 

(2015): Originally for internet fraud, 

it is frequently used to arrest 

journalists for "cyberstalking" when 

they publish critical reports. 

Creates a "chilling effect" 

where reporters fear criminal 

prosecution for digital 

publications. 

Information 

Blocking 

Weak FOIA Enforcement: Despite 

the Freedom of Information Act 

(2011), government agencies often 

ignore requests or cite the Official 

Secrets Act to deny data. 

Forces journalists to rely on 

leaks or "guerrilla journalism" 

rather than verified official 

data. 

Financial 

Vulnerability 

Non-payment of Salaries: Many 

media houses fail to pay staff for 

months, leading to "Brown Envelope" 

journalism (taking bribes for 

coverage). 

Erodes the moral authority of 

the press and allows corrupt 

actors to buy positive headlines 

or kill negative ones. 

Ownership 

Interference 

Politically Exposed Owners: Many 

major newspapers/TV stations are 

owned by politicians or business 

moguls with ties to the government. 

Results in self-censorship; 

investigations into the owner's 

associates are often killed by 

editors to protect the owner's 

interests. 

Physical 

Insecurity 

Lack of State Protection: Journalists 

investigating bandits or corruption in 

rural areas face kidnapping and 

assault with little to no police 

protection. 

Limits "boots-on-the-ground" 

reporting in high-risk zones, 

leaving large parts of the 

country as "information black 

holes." 

Institutional 

Impunity 
Failure to Prosecute: Even when 

major corruption is exposed (e.g., 

Leads to "public apathy," 

where citizens feel that 
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Barrier Type Specific Example Impact on Journalism 

#NotebookGate), the judiciary or anti-

graft agencies (EFCC/ICPC) may fail 

to follow up. 

investigative reports don't lead 

to actual justice, reducing the 

impact of the work. 

Digital 

Surveillance 

Surveillance Technology: Use of 

sophisticated spyware to track the 

communications of investigative 

reporters and their whistleblowers. 

Compromises source safety 

and makes it nearly impossible 

for whistleblowers to come 

forward without fear of 

detection. 

Box 5.2 Examples of weak institutional support and corruption in Nigerian journalism 

 

 

Fill in the blank: Manipulating records or withholding information to obstruct investigations is 

an example of __________. 

 

Pilot questions 5.2 

What are funding constraints in investigative journalism? 

Define resource shortages in the Nigerian context. 

What is weak institutional support, and how does it affect journalists? 

Give one example of corruption that obstructs investigative reporting. 

How do funding constraints and corruption combine to limit investigative journalism? 

 

5.3 Social and Cultural Barriers 

5.3.1 Public mistrust and fear of reprisal 

Investigative journalism in Nigeria also faces public mistrust, which means scepticism about 

the motives and credibility of journalists. Some communities may view reporters as biased or 

politically influenced, making them reluctant to share information. 

Another barrier is fear of reprisal, defined as the concern that individuals who provide 

information may face retaliation from powerful figures or criminal groups. This fear discourages 

whistleblowers and witnesses from cooperating with journalists, limiting access to vital 

information. 
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Diagram showing public mistrust and fear of reprisal as barriers to investigative journalism 

Figure 5.3 Public mistrust and fear of reprisal in Nigerian journalism 

 

 

Fill in the blank: Concern that individuals may face retaliation for sharing information is known 

as fear of __________. 

 

5.3.2 Cultural sensitivities and ethical dilemmas 

Investigative reporters must also navigate cultural sensitivities, which involve respecting 

traditions, values, and norms when reporting. Misrepresentation or insensitivity can damage trust 

and credibility, especially in diverse communities. 
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Closely linked are ethical dilemmas, defined as situations where journalists must balance the 

public’s right to know with the potential harm caused by exposing sensitive information. For 

example, reporting on crime or corruption may reveal truths but also risk stigmatising vulnerable 

groups. 

Category Specific Challenge Ethical/Cultural Dilemma 

Cultural 
Respect for 

Elders/Titles 

Challenging a traditional ruler or high-ranking elder 

(e.g., an Emir or Oba) can be seen as a "taboo," 

leading to community backlash or ostracization. 

Cultural 
Ethnic & Religious 

Sensitivity 

Investigations into sensitive topics (like land disputes 

or banditry) risk being framed as "tribalistic" attacks, 

potentially inciting communal violence. 

Ethical 
"Brown Envelope" 

Journalism 

The practice of accepting "transport money" or gifts 

from sources is pervasive due to low wages, 

compromising the reporter's objectivity. 

Ethical Gender Barriers 

Female investigative reporters may face restricted 

access to certain traditional spaces or be dismissed by 

sources in patriarchal settings. 

Cultural 
Communal 

Confidentiality 

In some regions, the "code of silence" regarding 

community internal affairs makes whistleblowing feel 

like a betrayal of one’s kin. 

Ethical 
The "National 

Interest" Trap 

Security agencies often pressure journalists to drop 

stories by labeling them as threats to "national 

security" or "sovereignty." 

 

Box 5.3 Examples of cultural sensitivities and ethical dilemmas in Nigerian journalism 

 

 

Fill in the blank: Situations where journalists must balance the public’s right to know with 

potential harm are called __________ dilemmas. 

 

Pilot questions 5.3 

What does public mistrust mean in investigative journalism? 

Why is fear of reprisal a barrier to investigative reporting? 
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Define cultural sensitivities in the Nigerian context. 

What are ethical dilemmas in investigative journalism? 

Give one example of how cultural sensitivities and ethical dilemmas interact in reporting. 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has examined the challenges and limitations of investigative journalism in Nigeria. 

We began with political and legal challenges, highlighting government restrictions, censorship, 

and legal risks that undermine press freedom. We then explored economic and institutional 

limitations, including funding constraints, resource shortages, weak institutional support, and 

corruption, which weaken the capacity of journalists to conduct thorough investigations. Finally, 

we considered social and cultural barriers, such as public mistrust, fear of reprisal, cultural 

sensitivities, and ethical dilemmas, all of which complicate the practice of investigative 

journalism. 

By engaging with these discussions, you should now be able to describe political and legal 

challenges (SLO 5.1), explain economic and institutional limitations (SLO 5.2), analyse social 

and cultural barriers (SLO 5.3), evaluate the impact of these challenges on press freedom and 

accountability (SLO 5.4), and propose strategies for overcoming limitations in investigative 

journalism practice (SLO 5.5). These outcomes provide you with a realistic understanding of the 

Nigerian context and prepare you to navigate its complexities as an investigative reporter. 

 

Glossary of Terms 

Censorship: Deliberate efforts by authorities to limit press freedom, often through denial of 

access or intimidation. 

Corruption: Dishonest or fraudulent conduct by officials, such as withholding information 

or manipulating records to obstruct investigations. 

Cultural sensitivities: Respecting traditions, values, and norms when reporting, to avoid 

misrepresentation or offence. 

Ethical dilemmas: Situations where journalists must balance the public’s right to know with 

potential harm caused by exposing sensitive information. 

Fear of reprisal: Concern that individuals may face retaliation for sharing information with 

journalists. 

Funding constraints: Limited financial support for in-depth reporting projects. 

Government restriction: Actions by authorities that limit press freedom, such as censorship 

or intimidation. 

Legal risks: Threats such as defamation suits, arrests, or prosecution faced by journalists. 

Press freedom: The ability of journalists to report freely without fear of reprisal. 
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Public mistrust: Scepticism about the motives and credibility of journalists, leading to 

reluctance in sharing information. 

Resource shortages: Lack of tools, technology, or skilled personnel needed for investigative 

reporting. 

Weak institutional support: Insufficient backing from media organisations, training 

programmes, or legal protections for journalists. 

 

Concept Check Questions 5 

Objective questions 

__________ refers to deliberate efforts by authorities to limit press freedom, often through 

denial of access or intimidation. (Linked to SLO 5.1) 

Defamation suits and arrests are examples of __________ risks faced by investigative 

journalists in Nigeria. (Linked to SLO 5.1) 

Which of the following is an economic limitation in investigative journalism?  

Public mistrust 

Funding constraints 

Cultural sensitivities 

Fear of reprisal (Linked to SLO 5.2) 

Short-answer questions 

4. Define weak institutional support in the Nigerian context. (Linked to SLO 5.2) 

5. Explain why fear of reprisal discourages whistleblowers from cooperating with journalists. 

(Linked to SLO 5.3) 

6. Identify two examples of cultural sensitivities in investigative journalism. (Linked to SLO 5.3) 

Long-answer questions 

7. Analyse how funding constraints and corruption combine to limit investigative journalism in 

Nigeria. (Linked to SLO 5.2) 

8. Evaluate the impact of public mistrust, fear of reprisal, and ethical dilemmas on the 

effectiveness of investigative journalism in Nigeria. (Linked to SLO 5.3, SLO 5.4) 

 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5] 

Objective questions 

Government restriction / censorship 

Legal 

Funding constraints 
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Short-answer questions 

4. Weak institutional support refers to insufficient backing from media organisations, training 

programmes, or legal protections, leaving journalists vulnerable and isolated. 

5. Fear of reprisal discourages whistleblowers because they worry about retaliation from 

powerful figures or criminal groups, which could endanger their safety. 

6. Examples include respecting traditional values when reporting and avoiding misrepresentation 

of cultural practices. 

Long-answer questions 

7. Basic response: Funding constraints limit resources for investigations, while corruption 

obstructs access to information. Together, they weaken journalists’ ability to conduct thorough 

reporting. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that corruption not only blocks access but 

also creates hostile environments, while funding shortages force reliance on external donors, 

which may compromise independence. 

Basic response: Public mistrust reduces cooperation, fear of reprisal silences sources, and 

ethical dilemmas complicate decision-making. These factors weaken investigative journalism’s 

effectiveness. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by discussing how these barriers 

erode press freedom, reduce accountability, and limit journalism’s role in strengthening 

democracy. They may also suggest strategies such as building trust through transparency and 

adopting protective measures for sources. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5] 

Answers to Pilot Questions 5.1 

Government restrictions are deliberate efforts by authorities to limit press freedom. 

An example of censorship is preventing journalists from covering sensitive political events. 

Legal risks include defamation suits, arrests, and prosecution under restrictive laws. 

Press freedom means the ability of journalists to report freely without fear of reprisal. 

Restrictions and legal risks discourage journalists from pursuing sensitive stories. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 5.2 

Funding constraints are limited financial support for investigative projects. 

Resource shortages mean lacking tools, technology, or skilled personnel. 

Weak institutional support is the absence of strong media organisations or legal protections. 

An example of corruption is officials withholding information to obstruct investigations. 

Funding constraints and corruption combine to weaken accountability and discourage 

thorough investigations. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 5.3 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

Public mistrust means scepticism about journalists’ motives and credibility. 

Fear of reprisal is a barrier because individuals worry about retaliation for sharing 

information. 

Cultural sensitivities involve respecting traditions and values when reporting. 

Ethical dilemmas are situations where journalists must balance the public’s right to know 

with potential harm. 

Cultural sensitivities and ethical dilemmas interact when reporting risks offending traditions 

while exposing wrongdoing. 

 

References and Attributions [Series 5] 

This section provides external credible references and attributions for the instructional content, 

illustrations, and suggested open educational resources (OERs) used in Series 5: Challenges 

and Limitations of Investigative Journalism in Nigeria. 
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Adebanwi, W. (2011). The press and the politics of marginal voices: Narratives of the 

experiences of investigative journalists in Nigeria. African Affairs, 110(439), 25–44. 

Oxford University Press. 

Ojebode, A., & Akingbulu, A. (2012). Media and transparency in Nigeria: Challenges of 

investigative journalism. Ibadan University Press. 

Freedom House. (2024). Nigeria: Freedom of the Press Report. Freedom House. Retrieved 

from: https://freedomhouse.org 

International Press Institute. (2023). Press freedom challenges in Nigeria. IPI Global 

Network. 

UNESCO. (2022). Safety of journalists and the issue of impunity: Nigeria country report. 

UNESCO Publishing. 

These sources provide academic, institutional, and global perspectives on the political, 

economic, social, and cultural challenges facing investigative journalism in Nigeria. 

 

Illustration references and attributions 

Figure 5.1 Government restrictions and censorship in Nigerian journalism 

AI prompt: “Create a diagram showing censorship and restrictions as barriers 

blocking investigative journalism in Nigeria.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram censorship restrictions investigative 

journalism Nigeria.” 

Box 5.1 Examples of legal risks and press freedom issues in Nigeria 

https://freedomhouse.org/
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AI prompt: “Generate a table listing examples of legal risks such as defamation suits, 

arrests, and press freedom issues in Nigerian journalism.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER legal risks press freedom investigative 

journalism Nigeria.” 

Figure 5.2 Funding and resource limitations in Nigerian investigative journalism 

AI prompt: “Create a diagram showing funding constraints and resource shortages as 

barriers to investigative journalism in Nigeria.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram funding resource shortages 

investigative journalism Nigeria.” 

Box 5.2 Examples of weak institutional support and corruption in Nigerian journalism 

AI prompt: “Generate a table listing examples of weak institutional support and 

corruption affecting investigative journalism in Nigeria.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER weak institutional support corruption journalism 

Nigeria.” 

Figure 5.3 Public mistrust and fear of reprisal in Nigerian journalism 

AI prompt: “Create a diagram showing public mistrust and fear of reprisal as barriers 

to investigative journalism in Nigeria.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER diagram public mistrust reprisal investigative 

journalism Nigeria.” 

Box 5.3 Examples of cultural sensitivities and ethical dilemmas in Nigerian journalism 

AI prompt: “Generate a table listing cultural sensitivities and ethical dilemmas faced 

by investigative journalists in Nigeria.” 

Suggested OER search string: “OER cultural sensitivities ethical dilemmas 

journalism Nigeria.” 

 

Note on AI-generated illustrations 

All AI prompts listed above are intended for use with generative platforms to create educational 

diagrams, tables, or images. Where OER search strings are provided, learners and instructors 

may source freely available alternatives to ensure compliance with institutional standards. 
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