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1 Foundations of Specialized Reporting
Series Outline
Part 1 (1.1): Understanding Specialised Reporting
1.1.1 Definition and Scope of Specialised Reporting
1.1.2 Role and Responsibilities of the Specialised Reporter
1.1.3 Importance of Specialised Reporting in Modern Journalism
Part 2 (1.2): Beats and Specialised Reports
1.2.1 Concept of Beats in Journalism
1.2.2 Types of Specialised Reports
1.2.3 Components of Specialised Reports
Part 3 (1.3): In-depth and Investigative Reporting
1.3.1 Characteristics of In-depth Reports
1.3.2 Investigative Journalism: Principles and Practices
1.3.3 Human Interest Stories and Investigative Angles
Part 4 (1.4): Fact-Checking and Follow-up Reporting
1.4.1 Techniques of Fact<Checking in Journalism
1.4.2 Ethical Considerations in Verification

1.4.3 Follow-up Reporting and Sustaining Public Interest

Introduction

Specialised reporting is one of the most dynamic areas of journalism, requiring reporters to go
beyond routine news coverage and delve into specific subjects with depth, accuracy, and clarity.
In today’s media landscape, audiences expect not only timely information but also well-
researched and insightful reports that explain complex issues in ways that are accessible and
engaging. This Series sets the foundation for your journey into advanced and specialised
reporting, helping you appreciate its role in shaping informed societies and professional
journalism practice.
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The aim of this Series is to equip you with the fundamental knowledge and skills needed to
define specialised reporting, recognise beats, identify specialised reports, and appreciate the
importance of investigative and in-depth reporting techniques.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the definition, scope, and responsibilities of
specialised reporting. Next, we will examine beats and the components of specialised reports.
Following that, we will move into the principles of in-depth and investigative reporting,
including human interest stories. Finally, we will wrap up by considering fact-checking
techniques and the importance of follow-up reporting in sustaining public interest.

Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
SLO 1.1 define specialised reporting and explain the role of the specialised reporter,
SLO 1.2 outline beats and identify different types of specialised reports,
SLO 1.3 describe the components of specialised reports,
SLO 1.4 explain the characteristics of in-depth reports and investigative journalism,
SLO 1.5 analyse the steps involved in investigating human interest stories,
SLO 1.6 demonstrate techniques for fact-checking a story, and

SLO 1.7 evaluate the importance of follow-up reporting in maintaining audience
engagement.

1.1 Understanding Specialised Reporting
1.1.1 Definition and scope of specialised reporting

Specialised reporting is journalism that focuses on specific subject areas, requiring deeper
knowledge and contextual understanding. Unlike general reporting, which covers a wide range of
everyday news, specialised reporting demands expertise in a chosen field such as science,
medicine, or polities. This expertise allows the reporter to interpret technical information, ask
informed questions, and present stories that are both accurate and engaging.
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A simple diagram showing the distinction between general reporting and specialised reporting.
Figure 1.1: Comparison between general and specialised reporting

Fill in the blank: Specialised reporting requires journalists to develop in a chosen field to
interpret and present complex information effectively.

1.1.2 Role and responsibilities of the specialised reporter

A specialised reporter is a journalist who dedicates their work to covering a particular beat or
subject area. Their responsibilities include researching background information, cultivating
sources, and staying updated on developments within their field. They must also translate
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technical or professional language into accessible terms for the general audience. For example, a
health reporter must understand medical terminology but present it in a way that ordinary readers
can grasp without confusion.

Image of a journalist interviewing a scientist in a laboratory.
Plate 1.1: A specialised reporter engaging with an expert source

Fill in the blank: A specialised reporter must translate language into accessible terms for
the general audience.
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1.1.3 Importance of specialised reporting in modern journalism

Specialised reporting plays a crucial role in ensuring that audiences receive accurate, detailed,
and meaningful information about complex issues. It enhances public understanding of subjects
that affect everyday life, such as health policies, environmental challenges, or technological
innovations. By focusing on depth rather than breadth, specialised reporting contributes to
accountability, transparency, and informed decision-making in society.

BENEFITS OF SPECIALIZED REPORTING

Q Deeper Insight & Analysis: Provides in-depth
understanding of complex topics

@ Increased Accuracy: Experts a less ikely to make factual
errors

3 Greater Crediblity: Builds trust with audiences on
specific subjects

Greater Power Acountable on specific
areats

~fl Holds Power Accontable: Focuss scrutiny on niche areas

Informs Public Discourse: Educats citzens and polyicyares

CCBY-SA X
Box 1.1: Key benefits of specialised reporting
Fill in the blank: Specialised reporting contributes to , transparency, and informed

decision-making in society.
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Pilot questions 1.1
Define specialised reporting in your own words.
What is the primary responsibility of a specialised reporter?
List two benefits of specialised reporting.

Fill in the blank: Specialised reporting requires journalists to develop in a chosen
field.

True or False: Specialised reporting is less important in modern journalism because
audiences prefer general news.

1.2 Beats And Specialised Reports
1.2.1 Concept of beats in journalism

A beat in journalism refers to a specific area or subject that a reporter regularly covers. Beats
help ensure consistent and informed reporting, as the journalist becomes familiar with the
people, institutions, and issues within that area. Common beats include politics, health,
education, sports, and business. By focusing on a beat, reporters can develop expertise and
provide audiences with more reliable and detailed coverage.
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Diagram showing examples of common beats in journalism.
Figure 1.2: Examples of beats in journalism

Fill in the blank: A beat in journalism refers to a specific or subject that a reporter
regularly covers.

1.2.2 Types of specialised reports

Specialised reports are news stories that focus on particular subjects with depth and precision.
They may include investigative reports, scientific articles, business analyses, or human interest
stories. Each type requires tailored approaches, such as interviewing experts, analysing data, or
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translating technical language. For example, a scientific report may involve explaining research
findings in simple terms, while a human interest story highlights personal experiences to connect
with audiences emotionally.

Fill in the blank: Specialised reports may include investigative reports, scientific articles,
business analyses, or stories.

1.2.3 Components of specialised reports

The components of specialised reports typically include a clear headline, an engaging lead,
background information, evidence or data, expert opinions, and a conclusion that ties the story
together. These elements ensure that the report is informative, credible, and appealing to readers.
A well-structured specialised report balances technical accuracy with audience-friendly
language.

Component Purpose

Captures the reader's attention and clearly states the report's

Headline 5 N
Summarizes the most critical findings or the "bottom line"
Lead Paragraph . i
immediately.
Backgrou.nd Provides context, history, or the specific problem being addressed.
Information

. The core of the report; includes facts, statistics, and research
Evidence or Data

findings.
Expert Opinions Adds credibility by 1n§(?rporat1ng }nglghts from industry
authorities or specialists.
. Synthesizes the information and offers final thoughts or actionable
Conclusion

recommendations.

Box 1.2: Essential components of specialised reports

Fill in the blank: The components of specialised reports include a headline, lead, background
information, evidence, expert opinions, and

Pilot questions 1.2
What is a beat in journalism?
P
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Give two examples of common beats.
Identify one type of specialised report and explain its focus.

Fill in the blank: Specialised reports may include investigative reports, scientific articles,
business analyses, or stories.

List three essential components of specialised reports.

1.3 In-depth And Investigative Reporting
1.3.1 Characteristics of in-depth reports

An in-depth report is a type of journalism that goes beyond surface-level coverage to provide
detailed analysis, context, and background information. Unlike short news items, in-depth
reports explore the causes, implications, and possible solutions to an issue. They often include
multiple perspectives, data, and expert commentary, making them valuable for readers who want

to fully grasp complex matters.
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Diagram showing the difference between short news items and in-depth reports.
Figure 1.3: Comparison of short news and in-depth reports

Fill in the blank: An in-depth report provides detailed , context, and background
information beyond surface-level coverage.

1.3.2 Investigative journalism: principles and practices

Investigative journalism is a specialised form of reporting that uncovers hidden truths, often
involving issues of corruption, injustice, or abuse of power. It requires persistence, critical
thinking, and ethical responsibility. Investigative journalists rely on evidence, documents, and
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credible sources to build their stories. They must also be cautious about accuracy and fairness,
since investigative reports can have significant social and political impact.

Fill in the blank: Investigative journalism relies on evidence, documents, and credible to
build its stories.

1.3.3 Human interest stories and investigative angles

A human interest story focuses on the experiences of individuals, often highlighting emotions,
struggles, or achievements. When combined with investigative angles, these stories can reveal
broader social issues through personal narratives. For example, investigating the challenges
faced by survivors of gender-based violence not only tells individual stories but also exposes
systemic problems. This combination makes investigative human interest stories powerful tools
for advocacy and awareness.

Features of Investigative Human Interest Stories

Focus on Personal Experiences: Unlike traditional investigative pieces that may lead
with statistics or policy, these stories center on a protagenist. They follow a specific
person or family to show how they are personally affected by a larger problem.

Emotional Connection with Audiences: By using descriptive language and intimate
details, the journalist builds empathy. When an audience connects emotionally with a
subject, they are more likely to stay engaged with a long-form investigation.

Exposure of Broader Social Issues: The personal story serves as a "microcosm." While
the narrative is about one person, it is used to expose systemic failures, such as
healthcare inequality, housing crises, or legal injustice.

Potential for Advocacy and Awareness: These stories are often catalysts for change. By
putting a face to a grievance, they can spark public outcry, influence policy-makers,
and lead to tangible social reform.

Box 1.3: Features of investigative human interest stories

Fill in the blank: A human interest story highlights personal experiences, while investigative
angles expose broader issues.

Pilot questions 1.3
What distinguishes an in-depth report from a short news item?
Explain the main principle of investigative journalism.
Identify one feature of investigative human interest stories.

Fill in the blank: Investigative journalism relies on evidence, documents, and credible

True or False: In-depth reports focus only on presenting facts without analysis.
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1.4 Fact-Checking And Follow-Up Reporting
1.4.1 Techniques of fact-checking in journalism

Fact-checking is the process of verifying information before publication to ensure accuracy and
credibility. Journalists use techniques such as cross-referencing sources, consulting experts, and
checking official records. Fact-checking is essential because misinformation can damage public
trust and harm individuals or institutions. A reliable report must be based on verified facts, not
assumptions or rumours.

Fill in the blank: Fact-checking is the process of information before publication to ensure
accuracy and credibility.

1.4.2 Ethical considerations in verification

Verification is not only a technical process but also an ethical responsibility. Journalists must
respect privacy, avoid bias, and ensure fairness when verifying information. For example,
publishing unverified claims about a person can cause reputational harm. Ethical fact-checking
requires balancing the public’s right to know with the responsibility to protect individuals from
unnecessary harm.
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Image of ajournalist cross-checking information with multiple sources.
Plate 1.2: Ethical verification in journalism practice

Fill in the blank: Ethical fact-checking requires balancing the public’s right to know with the
responsibility to protect

1.4.3 Follow-up reporting and sustaining public interest

Follow-up reporting refers to stories that revisit an issue after the initial coverage, providing
updates and new developments. It sustains public interest and ensures accountability by tracking
whether promises made by authorities are fulfilled. Follow-up reports also help audiences

P
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understand the long-term impact of events. For example, after reporting on a disaster, follow-up
stories may examine recovery efforts and community resilience.

PURPOSES OF FOLLOW-UP
REPORTING

Provide updates and new developments
Sustain public interest
Ensure accounability

Highlight long-term impacts

OER - Open Educational Resources

Box 1.4: Purposes of follow-up reporting

Fill in the blank: Follow-up reporting sustains public interest and ensures by tracking
promises and developments.

Pilot questions 1.4

Define fact-checking in journalism.

Why is ethical verification important in reporting?
o
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What is the purpose of follow-up reporting?
Fill in the blank: Follow-up reporting sustains public interest and ensures

True or False: Fact-checking is optional if the journalist trusts their source.

Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to the foundations of specialised reporting, highlighting its
importance in modern journalism and its relevance to the overall course. We began by defining
specialised reporting and examining the role and responsibilities of the specialised reporter.
Then, we explored beats and the components of specialised reports, showing how these elements
shape the structure and focus of journalistic work. Following that, we discussed in-depth-and
investigative reporting, including the principles of investigative journalism and the power of
human interest stories. Finally, we considered fact-checking techniques, ethical verification, and
the value of follow-up reporting in sustaining public interest.

By working through this Series, you should now be able to define specialised reporting and
explain the role of the specialised reporter, outline beats and identify different types of
specialised reports, describe the components of specialised reports, explain the characteristics of
in-depth reports and investigative journalism, analyse the steps involved in investigating human
interest stories, demonstrate techniques.for fact-checking, and evaluate the importance of follow-
up reporting. These abilities directly align with the Series Learning Outcomes and provide you
with a strong foundation for advanced and specialised reporting.

Glossary of Terms

Beat: A specific area or subject thata journalist regularly covers, such as politics, health, or
sports.

Fact-checking: The process of verifying information before publication to ensure accuracy
and credibility.

Follow-up reporting: News coverage that revisits an issue after the initial report, providing
updates and sustaining public interest.

Human interest story: A report that focuses on personal experiences, emotions, or
achievements to connect with audiences.

In-depth report: A detailed form of journalism that provides analysis, context, and
background information beyond surface-level coverage.

Investigative journalism: A specialised form of reporting that uncovers hidden truths, often
involving corruption, injustice, or abuse of power.

Specialised reporter: A journalist who focuses on a particular beat or subject area,
translating technical language into accessible terms for audiences.

Specialised reporting: Journalism that concentrates on specific subjects, requiring expertise
and depth to present complex information clearly.

-
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Concept Check Questions 1

Objective questions
Define specialised reporting. (Linked to SLO 1.1)
Identify two responsibilities of a specialised reporter. (Linked to SLO 1.1)
List three common beats in journalism. (Linked to SLO 1.2)
Name one essential component of a specialised report. (Linked to SLO 1.3)
State one technique used in fact-checking. (Linked to SLO 1.6)

Short-answer questions

6. Explain why specialised reporting is important in modern journalism. (Linked to SLO 1.1)

7. Describe the difference between an in-depth report and a short news item. (Linked to SLO 1.4)
8. What ethical considerations should journalists keep in mind duting verification? (Linked to
SLO 1.6)

9. How does follow-up reporting sustain public interest? (Linked to SLO 1.7)

Long-answer questions

10. Analyse the steps involved in investigating a human interest story, using an example to
illustrate your explanation. (Linked to SLO 1.5)

11. Evaluate the importance of fact-checking and follow-up reporting in maintaining credibility
and accountability in journalism. (Linked to SLO 1.6, SLO 1.7)

Answers to Concept Check Questions 1
Objective questions

Specialised reporting is journalism that focuses on specific subject areas, requiring expertise
and depth.

Responsibilities include researching background information and translating technical
language into accessible terms.

Examples of beats include politics, health, and sports.
One essential component is the headline.
Cross-referencing sources is a common fact-checking technique.

Short-answer questions

6. Specialised reporting is important because it provides depth, accuracy, and helps audiences
understand complex issues.

7. An in-depth report provides detailed analysis and context, while a short news item focuses on
immediate facts.

8. Ethical considerations include respecting privacy, avoiding bias, and ensuring fairness.

9. Follow-up reporting sustains public interest by providing updates and ensuring accountability.

)
she-o) LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Long-answer questions

10. Basic response: Investigating a human interest story involves identifying a subject, gathering
personal narratives, verifying facts, and connecting the story to broader social issues.
Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that investigative human interest stories
require sensitivity, ethical interviewing, and contextual analysis, ensuring that personal
experiences highlight systemic challenges such as poverty or gender-based violence.

Basic response: Fact-checking ensures accuracy, while follow-up reporting provides updates and
accountability. Together, they maintain credibility.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by discussing how these practices build
public trust, prevent misinformation, and strengthen journalism’s role in democratic societies by
holding institutions accountable over time.

Answers to Pilot Questions 1
Answers to Pilot Questions 1.1
Specialised reporting is journalism that focuses on specific subjects with depth and expertise.
To translate technical language into accessible terms for audiences.
Provides depth and accuracy, enhances public understanding, promotes accountability.
Expertise.
False.
Answers to Pilot Questions 1.2
A beat is a specific area or subject a journalist regularly covers.
Politics and health.
Investigative report, focusing on uncovering hidden truths.
Human interest.
Headline, background information, conclusion.
Answers to Pilot Questions 1.3
In-depth reports provide detailed analysis and context, unlike short news items.
Investigative journalism uncovers hidden truths using evidence and credible sources.
Emotional connection with audiences.
Sources.
False.
Answers to Pilot Questions 1.4
Fact-checking is verifying information before publication to ensure accuracy.
o
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It prevents harm and ensures fairness.
To provide updates, sustain interest, and ensure accountability.
Accountability.

False.

References and Attributions [Series 1]
Figures

Figure 1.1: Comparison between general and specialised reporting
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a diagram comparing general
reporting and specialised reporting, showing scope and depth differences.”
Suggested search string: “general vs specialised reporting diagram OER”.

Figure 1.2: Examples of beats in journalism
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a diagram listing common journalism
beats such as politics, health, education, sports, and business.”
Suggested search string: “journalism beats diagram OER”.

Figure 1.3: Comparison of short news and in-depth reports
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a diagram comparing short news
items with in-depth reports, highlighting depth, analysis, and context.”
Suggested search string: “in-depth reporting vs news item diagram OER”.

Plates

Plate 1.1: A specialised reporter engaging with an expert source
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Generate an image of a journalist
interviewing a scientist in a laboratory setting.”
Suggested search string: “‘journalist interviewing scientist OER image”.

Plate 1.2: Ethical verification in journalism practice
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Generate an image of a journalist cross-
checking information with multiple sources.”
Suggested search string: “journalist fact-checking OER image”.

Boxes

Box 1.1: Key benefits of specialised reporting
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing the benefits of
specialised reporting in journalism.”
Suggested search string: “benefits of specialised reporting OER text resource”.

Box 1.2: Essential components of specialised reports
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing the essential
components of specialised reports.”
Suggested search string: “components of specialised reports OER text resource”.
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Box 1.3: Features of investigative human interest stories
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing features of
investigative human interest stories.”
Suggested search string: “human interest investigative reporting OER text resource”.

Box 1.4: Purposes of follow-up reporting
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing the purposes of
follow-up reporting.”
Suggested search string: “follow-up reporting journalism OER text resource”.

General References

Course document: MCM 204: Advanced and Specialised Reporting (Learning outcomes and
course content provided).

LaNet Guideline for Reviewing SLM UPDATED (for structure, organisation, and assessment
requirements).

All illustrations were either suggested for Al generation using prompts or referenced through
open educational resource (OER) search strings. No copyrighted images or external proprietary
materials were used.
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2 Beats, Human Interest, And Investigative Depth
Series Outline
Part 2.1: Understanding Beats in Journalism
2.1.1 Definition and significance of beats
2.1.2 Common types of beats
2.1.3 How beats shape specialised reporting
Part 2.2: Human Interest Reporting
2.2.1 Characteristics of human interest stories
2.2.2 Emotional appeal and audience connection
2.2.3 Ethical considerations-in human interest reporting
Part 2.3: Investigative Depth in Journalism
2.3.1 Principles of investigative depth
2.3.2 Techniques for gathering evidence
2.3.3 Challenges and risks in investigative reporting
Part 2.4: Integrating Beats, Human Interest, And Investigative Angles
2.4.1 Combining beats with human interest narratives
2.4.2 Using 1nvestigative depth to strengthen human interest stories

2.4.3 Case examples of integrated reporting

Introduction

Journalism thrives on relevance, and one of the ways it achieves this is through beats, human
interest stories, and investigative depth. Beats ensure that reporters develop expertise in specific
areas, human interest stories connect audiences emotionally to issues, and investigative depth
uncovers truths that might otherwise remain hidden. Together, these elements form the backbone
of specialised reporting, making journalism both informative and impactful.

The aim of this Series is to help you understand how beats, human interest stories, and
investigative depth work together to produce meaningful and audience-centred journalism.

We shall commence this Series by examining the definition and significance of beats in
journalism, followed by a discussion of human interest reporting and its emotional appeal. Next,
o
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we will explore investigative depth, focusing on principles, techniques, and challenges. Finally,
we will bring these strands together by considering how beats, human interest, and investigative
angles can be integrated to produce powerful reports.

Series Learning QOutcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
SLO 2.1 define beats and explain their significance in journalism,
SLO 2.2 identify common types of beats and describe how they shape specialised reporting,

SLO 2.3 describe the characteristics of human interest stories and explain their emotional
appeal,

SLO 2.4 analyse ethical considerations in human interest reporting,

SLO 2.5 explain the principles of investigative depth in journalism,

SLO 2.6 demonstrate techniques for gathering evidence in investigative reporting,
SLO 2.7 evaluate challenges and risks associated with investigative journalism, and

SLO 2.8 integrate beats, human interest, and investigative angles to design impactful reports.

2.1 Understanding Beats In Journalism
2.1.1 Definition and significance of beats

A beat in journalism refers to a specific subject area or institution that a reporter regularly
covers. Beats are significantbecause they allow journalists to develop expertise, build reliable
sources, and provide consistent coverage. For example, a reporter assigned to the health beat will
follow developments in-hospitals, medical research, and public health policies. This consistency
ensures that audiences receive informed and accurate reporting.
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COMMON JOURNALISM BEATS
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COVERING DIVERSE TOPICS
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Diagram showing examples of beats such as politics, health, education, sports, and business.
Figure 2.1: Common beats in journalism

Fill in the blank: A beat in journalism refers to a specific or institution that a reporter
regularly covers.

2.1.2 Common types of beats

Common beats include politics, health, education, sports, business, crime, and the environment.
Each beat requires the journalist to understand its unique context and challenges. For instance,
covering the political beat involves following government policies and elections, while the sports
P
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beat focuses on competitions, athletes, and fan culture. By specialising in a beat, reporters can
provide depth and continuity in their coverage.

Fill in the blank: Covering the beat involves following government policies and
elections.

2.1.3 How beats shape specialised reporting

Beats shape specialised reporting by guiding the journalist’s focus and ensuring that coverage is
consistent and informed. They help reporters identify trends, anticipate developments, and
provide audiences with stories that go beyond surface-level reporting. A well-managed beat
allows the journalist to build trust with sources and audiences alike.

How Beats Shape Specialised Reporting

Provide Consistent Coverage: Beats ensure that important sectors of society aren't just
covered when a crisis happens. By staying on a beat, a journalist ensures a steady flow
of information and keeps the public informed on eyveryday developments.

Build Expertise and Credibility: Repetitive exposure to a topic allows a reporter to learn
the "language" of that field. This expertise helps them verify facts quickly and ask
more incisive questions that a general assignment reporter might miss.

Help Identify Trends and Anticipate Developments: Because beat reporters are "on the
ground," they can see patterns emerging before they become breaking news. This
proactive approach allows newsrooms to stay ahead of the curve.

Strengthen Audience Trust: When readers or viewers see the same name covering a
complex topic accurately over time, they develop a sense of reliability. This
relationship is the foundation of a loyal and informed audience.

Box 2.1: How beats shape specialised reporting

Fill in the blank: Beats help journalists identify and anticipate developments in their area
of coverage.

Pilot questions 2.1
Define a beat in journalism.
List-three common types of beats.
Explain how beats shape specialised reporting.

Fill in the blank: Covering the beat involves following government policies and
elections.

True or False: Beats prevent journalists from developing expertise in a subject area.

)
she-o) LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



2.2 Human Interest Reporting
2.2.1 Characteristics of human interest stories

A human interest story focuses on the experiences of individuals, often highlighting emotions,
struggles, or achievements. These stories are characterised by their ability to connect audiences
emotionally to issues. They may involve personal accounts of survival, success, or everyday
challenges, making them relatable and engaging.

Fill in the blank: A human interest story highlights personal , struggles, or achievements.

2.2.2 Emotional appeal and audience connection

Human interest stories rely on emotional appeal to capture audience attention. By presenting
issues through personal narratives, they make abstract or complex topics more relatable. For
example, a report on healthcare reforms may be illustrated through the story of a patient
navigating the system. This approach helps audiences empathise and engage more deeply with
the subject.
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Image of a journalist interviewing a family about their daily struggles.
Plate 2.1: Human interest reporting through personal narratives

Fill in the blank: Human interest stories rely on appeal to connect audiences with issues.

2.2.3 Ethical considerations in human interest reporting

Ethical considerations are crucial in human interest reporting. Journalists must respect privacy,
avoid exploitation, and ensure accuracy when telling personal stories. Sensitivity is especially
important when dealing with vulnerable groups, such as survivors of violence or children.
Ethical reporting ensures that stories empower rather than harm the individuals involved.

)
She-o) LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS IN
HUMAN INTREST REPORTING

Respect privacy
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Box2.2: Ethical considerations in human interest reporting

Fill'in the blank: Ethical human interest reporting requires journalists to respect and
avoid exploitation.

Pilot questions 2.2
What is a human interest story?
How do human interest stories connect audiences to issues?

List two ethical considerations in human interest reporting.
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Fill in the blank: Human interest stories rely on appeal to connect audiences with
issues.

True or False: Human interest reporting should ignore privacy concerns to make stories more
engaging.

2.3 Investigative Depth In Journalism
2.3.1 Principles of investigative depth

Investigative depth refers to the thorough exploration of issues that are not immediately visible
in everyday reporting. It involves persistence, critical questioning, and a commitment to
uncovering facts that may be hidden or deliberately obscured. Investigative depth ensures that
journalism goes beyond surface-level narratives to reveal causes, consequences, and
accountability.

Fill in the blank: Investigative depth requires persistence, critical questioning; and a commitment
to uncovering

2.3.2 Techniques for gathering evidence

Investigative journalists use a range of techniques to gather evidence, including analysing
documents, interviewing sources, and eross-checking information. They may also rely on data
analysis, field observation, and freedom of information requests. Each technique must be applied
carefully to ensure accuracy and credibility.

Core Evidence-Gathering Methods

Analysing Documents: Examining public records, financial statements, and leaked
memos to find paper trails.

Interviewing Sources: Engaging with whistleblowers, witnesses, and officials to gain
firsthand accounts and insider perspectives.

Cross-checking Information: Verifying facts across multiple independent sources to
ensure consistency and eliminate bias.

Data Analysis: Using spreadsheets and databases to identify patterns, trends, or anomalies
that aren't visible to the naked eye.

Field Observation: Witnessing events or conditions firsthand to provide descriptive,
empirical evidence.

Freedom of Information (FOI) Requests: Utilizing legal frameworks to compel
government agencies to release non-confidential information.

Box 2.3: Techniques for gathering evidence in investigative reporting

Search string: “investigative journalism techniques OER text resource”

Fill in the blank: Investigative journalists often rely on requests to access official
records.

-
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2.3.3 Challenges and risks in investigative reporting

Investigative reporting is demanding and often risky. Journalists may face legal threats,
intimidation, or difficulties in accessing information. Ethical dilemmas also arise, such as
balancing public interest with individual privacy. Despite these challenges, investigative
reporting remains vital for exposing wrongdoing and promoting accountability.

ey
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Image of a journalist reviewing confidential documents under careful scrutiny.
Plate 2.2: Investigative reporting challenges

Search string: “investigative journalism challenges OER image”

Fill in the blank: Investigative reporting may involve risks such as legal threats, intimidation, or
difficulties in accessing
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Pilot questions 2.3
Define investigative depth in journalism.
List three techniques for gathering evidence in investigative reporting.
What challenges might investigative journalists face?

Fill in the blank: Investigative journalists often rely on requests to access official
records.

True or False: Investigative reporting is risk-free and straightforward.

2.4 Integrating Beats, Human Interest, And Investigative Angles
2.4.1 Combining beats with human interest narratives

Combining beats with human interest narratives allows journalists to make specialised reporting
more relatable. For example, a health beat story can be enriched by including the personal
experiences of patients, thereby connecting technical information with’human emotions. This
integration ensures that audiences engage with both the facts and the people affected.

Fill in the blank: Combining beats with human-interest narratives makes specialised reporting
more

2.4.2 Using investigative depth to strengthen human interest stories

Investigative depth strengthens human interest stories by uncovering systemic issues behind
personal experiences. A story about a worker’s struggle may reveal broader labour rights
violations, while a survivor’s account of violence may expose institutional failures. This
approach ensures that human interest stories are not only emotional but also informative and
impactful.
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Diagram showing the integration of beats, human interest, and investigative depth.
Figure 2.2: Integration of beats, human interest, and investigative depth

Search string: “integrated journalism beats human interest investigative OER diagram”

Fill in the blank: Investigative depth strengthens human interest stories by uncovering
issues behind personal experiences.

2.4.3 Case examples of integrated reporting

Case examples illustrate how beats, human interest, and investigative depth can be combined.
For instance, a crime beat story may highlight the experiences of victims while also investigating
systemic failures in law enforcement. Similarly, an education beat report may feature students’

)
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struggles while uncovering policy gaps. These integrated approaches make journalism both
informative and emotionally compelling.

[Insert box here]
Box 2.4: Case examples of integrated reporting

Crime beat with victim narratives and systemic investigation
Education beat with student experiences and policy analysis
Health beat with patient stories and institutional accountability

Suggested Al prompt: “Create a text box listing case examples of integrated reporting.”
Search string: “case examples integrated journalism OER text resource”

Fill in the blank: An education beat report may feature students’ struggles while uncovering
_ gaps.

Pilot questions 2.4
How does combining beats with human interest narratives benefit journalism?
Explain how investigative depth strengthens human interest stories.
Provide one case example of integrated reporting.

Fill in the blank: Investigative depth strengthens human interest stories by uncovering
issues.

True or False: Integrated reporting makes journalism both informative and emotionally
compelling.

Series Summary

This Series has guided you through the essential elements of beats, human interest stories, and
investigative depth in journalism. We began by defining beats and examining their significance,
followed by identifying common types and showing how they shape specialised reporting. Then,
we explored human interest reporting, focusing on its characteristics, emotional appeal, and
ethical considerations. Afterwards, we discussed investigative depth, including its principles,
techniques for gathering evidence, and the challenges journalists may face. Finally, we
considered how beats, human interest, and investigative angles can be integrated to produce
powerful and audience-centred reports.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define beats and explain their significance,
identify common types of beats, describe the characteristics of human interest stories, analyse
ethical considerations in human interest reporting, explain the principles of investigative depth,
demonstrate techniques for gathering evidence, evaluate challenges in investigative journalism,
and integrate beats, human interest, and investigative angles to design impactful reports. These
abilities directly align with the Series Learning Outcomes and strengthen your skills in advanced
and specialised reporting.
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Glossary of Terms

Beat: A specific subject area or institution that a journalist regularly covers, such as politics,
health, or sports.

Human interest story: A report that focuses on personal experiences, emotions, or
achievements to connect audiences with issues.

Investigative depth: The thorough exploration of issues in journalism, uncovering facts that
are not immediately visible in everyday reporting.

Investigative journalism: A specialised form of reporting that uncovers hidden truths, often
involving corruption, injustice, or abuse of power.

Emotional appeal: The use of personal narratives and emotions in reperting to capture
audience attention and engagement.

Ethical considerations: Principles guiding journalists to respect privacy, avoid exploitation,
and ensure fairness when reporting sensitive stories.

Evidence gathering techniques: Methods used by investigative journalists, including
document analysis, interviews, cross-checking, and freedom of information requests.

Integrated reporting: The combination of beats, human interest, and investigative angles to
produce journalism that is both informative and emotionally compelling.

Concept Check Questions 2
Objective questions
Define a beat in journalism. (Linked to SLO 2.1)
Identify two common types of beats. (Linked to SLO 2.2)
State one characteristic of a human interest story. (Linked to SLO 2.3)
Name one technique used in investigative reporting. (Linked to SLO 2.6)

True or False: Integrated reporting combines beats, human interest, and investigative depth.
(Linked to SLO 2.8)

Short-answer questions

6. Explain how beats shape specialised reporting. (Linked to SLO 2.2)

7. Describe how human interest stories connect audiences emotionally to issues. (Linked to SLO
23)

8. What ethical considerations should journalists observe in human interest reporting? (Linked to
SLO 2.4)

9. Outline one challenge faced in investigative reporting. (Linked to SLO 2.7)

Long-answer questions

10. Analyse the principles of investigative depth and explain why they are essential in
journalism. (Linked to SLO 2.5)

-
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11. Evaluate how integrating beats, human interest, and investigative angles can strengthen the
impact of specialised reporting. (Linked to SLO 2.8)

Answers to Concept Check Questions 2

Objective questions
A beat is a specific subject area or institution that a journalist regularly covers.
Examples include politics and health.
A human interest story highlights personal experiences, emotions, or achievements.
Analysing documents is one technique used in investigative reporting.
True.

Short-answer questions

6. Beats shape specialised reporting by providing consistent/coverage, building expertise, and
helping journalists identify trends.

7. Human interest stories connect audiences emotionally by presenting issues through personal
narratives that evoke empathy.

8. Ethical considerations include respecting privacy, avoiding exploitation, ensuring accuracy,
and exercising sensitivity with vulnerable groups.

9. One challenge is facing legal threats or intimidation when uncovering sensitive information.

Long-answer questions

10. Basic response: Investigative depth involves persistence, critical questioning, and uncovering
hidden facts. These principles are essential because they ensure journalism goes beyond surface-
level reporting.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that investigative depth promotes
accountability, exposes.corruption, and strengthens democracy by ensuring that the public is
informed about issues that affect society.

Basic response: Integrating beats, human interest, and investigative angles strengthens reporting
by making it both informative and emotionally compelling.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by explaining that integration allows
journalists.to connect technical information with personal experiences while uncovering systemic
issues, thereby producing reports that engage audiences and drive social change.

Answers to Pilot Questions 2

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.1
A beat is a specific subject area or institution a journalist regularly covers.
Politics, health, education.
Beats provide consistent coverage, build expertise, and strengthen audience trust.
Politics.

P
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False.
Answers to Pilot Questions 2.2
A human interest story focuses on personal experiences, emotions, or achievements.
They connect audiences by using emotional appeal and relatable narratives.
Respect privacy and avoid exploitation.
Emotional.
False.
Answers to Pilot Questions 2.3
Investigative depth is the thorough exploration of issues beyond surface-level reporting.
Analysing documents, interviewing sources, cross-checking information.
Legal threats, intimidation, or difficulties accessing information.
Freedom of information.
False.
Answers to Pilot Questions 2.4
It makes reporting more relatable and engaging.
By uncovering systemic issues behind personal experiences.
Crime beat with victim narratives and systemic investigation.
Systemic.

True.
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Figures

Figure 2.1: Common beats in journalism
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a diagram listing common journalism
beats such as politics, health, education, sports, and business.”
Suggested search string: “journalism beats diagram OER”.

Figure 2.2: Integration of beats, human interest, and investigative depth
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing how beats, human
interest, and investigative depth integrate to produce impactful journalism.”
Suggested search string: “integrated journalism beats human interest investigative OER
diagram”.
Plates

Plate 2.1: Human interest reporting through personal narratives

Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Generate an image of a journalist
interviewing a family about their daily struggles.”

Suggested search string: “human interest journalism OER image”.

Plate 2.2: Investigative reporting challenges

Al-generated illustration using.the prompt: “Generate an image of a journalist reviewing
confidential documents under careful scrutiny.”

Suggested search string: “investigative journalism challenges OER image”.

Boxes

Box 2.1: How beats shape specialised reporting
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing how beats shape
specialised reporting.”
Suggested search string: “beats in journalism OER text resource”.

Box 2.2: Ethical considerations in human interest reporting

Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing ethical
considerations in human interest reporting.”

Suggested search string: “ethical human interest reporting OER text resource”.

Box 2.3: Techniques for gathering evidence in investigative reporting

Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing techniques for
gathering evidence in investigative reporting.”

Suggested search string: “investigative journalism techniques OER text resource”.

Box 2.4: Case examples of integrated reporting

Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing case examples of
integrated reporting.”

Suggested search string: “case examples integrated journalism OER text resource”.
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Attribution Notes

All figures, plates, and boxes were either suggested for Al generation using prompts or
referenced through open educational resource (OER) search strings. Where external OERs or
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3 Science Communication And Audience-Centric Language
Series Outline
Part 3.1: Foundations of Science Communication
3.1.1 Definition and scope of science communication
3.1.2 Importance of science communication in journalism
3.1.3 Challenges in communicating scientific information
Part 3.2: Audience-Centric Language
3.2.1 Understanding audience needs and expectations
3.2.2 Simplifying technical language without losing accuracy
3.2.3 Strategies for engaging diverse audiences
Part 3.3: Tools and Techniques for Effective Science Communication
3.3.1 Use of analogies, metaphors, and storytelling
3.3.2 Visual aids and data presentation
3.3.3 Balancing accuracy with accessibility
Part 3.4: Ethical Considerations in Science Communication
3.4.1 Avoiding sensationalism and misinformation
3.4.2 Respecting scientific integrity and sources

3.4.3 Promoting responsible public engagement

Introduction

Science communication plays a vital role in bridging the gap between complex scientific
knowledge and the everyday understanding of audiences. In a world where scientific
developments influence health, technology, and the environment, journalists must be able to
translate technical information into clear, engaging, and accessible language. This Series equips
you with the skills to communicate science effectively while keeping the audience at the centre
of your reporting.

The aim of this Series is to help you develop strategies for simplifying scientific information,
using audience-centric language, and applying tools that make science reporting both accurate
and engaging.
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We shall commence this Series by examining the foundations of science communication,
including its definition, scope, and challenges. Next, we will explore audience-centric language
and strategies for simplifying technical information. Following that, we will consider tools and
techniques such as storytelling, analogies, and visual aids. Finally, we will conclude with ethical
considerations, focusing on integrity, accuracy, and responsible engagement with the public.

Series Learning QOutcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
SLO 3.1 define science communication and explain its importance in journalism,
SLO 3.2 identify challenges in communicating scientific information,
SLO 3.3 analyse audience needs and expectations in science reporting,
SLO 3.4 demonstrate how to simplify technical language without losing accuracy,

SLO 3.5 apply tools such as analogies, metaphors, and storytelling in science
communication,

SLO 3.6 design effective visual aids and data presentations for diverse audiences,

SLO 3.7 evaluate ethical considerations in.science communication, including avoiding
sensationalism and misinformation, and

SLO 3.8 promote responsible public engagement while respecting scientific integrity.

3.1 Foundations Of Science Communication
3.1.1 Definition and scope of science communication

Science communication refers to the practice of conveying scientific knowledge, discoveries,
and debates to non-specialist audiences in ways that are clear, engaging, and accessible. Its scope
includes journalism, public lectures, documentaries, podcasts, and digital media. The goal is to
bridge the gap between scientists and the public, ensuring that complex information is
understood and applied in everyday life.
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Diagram showing the flow of science communication from scientists — journalists — public.
Figure 3.1: Flow of science communication

Fill in the blank: Science communication aims to bridge the gap between and the public.

3.1.2 Importance of science communication in journalism

Science communication is vital because scientific developments affect health, technology, the
environment, and society at large. Journalists play a key role in translating technical findings into
stories that inform public debate and decision-making. Without effective communication,
misinformation can spread, and public trust in science may decline.
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Fill in the blank: Without effective science communication, can spread and public trust
may decline.

3.1.3 Challenges in communicating scientific information

Communicating science is not without challenges. Scientific language is often technical, and
findings may be uncertain or evolving. Journalists must balance accuracy with accessibility,
avoiding oversimplification or sensationalism. Another challenge is ensuring that audiences
understand the limitations of scientific studies, such as sample size or context.

Challenges in Science Communication

Technical Language and Jargon: Scientists often use precise, specialized terms that can

alienate or confuse the public. Translating these into "plain English" without losing
their specific meaning is a constant hurdle.

Uncertainty and Evolving Findings: Science is a process, not a final destination.

Communicating that a study's results are "preliminary' or subject to change as more
data arrives can be misinterpreted by the public as a sign of weakness or error.

Risk of Oversimplification: In an effort to make a story catchy or brief, there is a danger

of stripping away the methodological context, which can lead to misleading
conclusions.

Avoiding Sensationalism: Headlines that promise "miracle cures" or "impending doom"

drive clicks but damage long-term credibility. Responsible reporting resists the urge to
"hype" a single study.

Explaining Limitations of Studies: Every study has constraints (sample size, duration,

etc.). A key challenge is ensuring the audience understands that one experiment rarely
"proves" a universal truth, but rather adds a piece to a much larger puzzle.

Box 3.1: Challenges in science communication

Fill in the blank: One challenge in science communication is avoiding while still
engaging audiences.

Pilot questions 3.1

Define science communication.

Why is science communication important in journalism?

List two challenges in science communication.

Fill in the blank: Science communication aims to bridge the gap between and the

public.

True or False: Science communication should oversimplify findings to make them more

-
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appealing.
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3.2 Audience-Centric Language
3.2.1 Understanding audience needs and expectations

Audience-centric language means tailoring communication to the needs, interests, and
knowledge levels of the audience. Journalists must consider who their readers are, what they
already know, and what they need to understand. For example, a report for policymakers may
emphasise implications for governance, while a piece for the general public may focus.on
everyday relevance.

Fill in the blank: Audience-centric language requires tailoring communication to the .
interests, and knowledge levels of the audience.

3.2.2 Simplifying technical language without losing accuracy

Simplification involves breaking down complex terms into everyday language while maintaining
accuracy. For instance, instead of saying “myocardial infarction,”” a journalist might write “heart
attack.” The challenge is to avoid distortion while making information accessible. This skill is
essential for science communication because it ensures that audiences grasp the meaning without
being overwhelmed by jargon.

-
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Image of a journalist explaining scientific terms to a community group.
Plate 3.1: Simplifying technical language for audiences

Fill in the blank: Simplification involves breaking down complex terms into language
while maintaining accuracy.

3.2.3 Strategies for engaging diverse audiences

Engaging diverse audiences requires flexibility in style and approach. Strategies include using
analogies, metaphors, and storytelling to make science relatable. Visual aids such as infographics

-
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and charts can also help. Additionally, journalists should be mindful of cultural contexts and
literacy levels, ensuring inclusivity in their communication.

STRATEGIES FOR ENGAGING DIVERSE AUDIENCES IN
SCIENCE COMMNINICIATION

4 )

Use analogies and metoporas
Apply storeytling techniques
Employ visual aids

Consider cultural contexts
Ensure inclusivity

OER - Open Educational Resources

Box 3.2: Strategies for engaging diverse audiences

Fill in the blank: Strategies for engaging diverse audiences include using analogies, metaphors,
and techniques.

Pilot questions 3.2

What does audience-centric language mean?

How can journalists simplify technical language without losing accuracy?
P
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List two strategies for engaging diverse audiences.

Fill in the blank: Simplification involves breaking down complex terms into
language.

True or False: Audience-centric language ignores cultural contexts.

3.3 Tools And Techniques For Effective Science Communication
3.3.1 Use of analogies, metaphors, and storytelling

Analogies and metaphors help simplify complex scientific ideas by linking them to familiar
concepts. For example, describing DNA as a “blueprint” makes its role clearer to non-specialists.
Storytelling adds a human dimension, turning abstract data into relatable narratives that
audiences can connect with emotionally.

Fill in the blank: Analogies and metaphors help simplify complex scientific ideas by linking
them to concepts.

3.3.2 Visual aids and data presentation

Visual aids such as infographics, charts, and diagrams make scientific information more
accessible. They allow audiences to grasp trends and relationships quickly. Effective data
presentation requires clarity, accuracy, and design that avoids overwhelming the reader.

-
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Diagram showing examples of visual aids: charts, infographics, and diagrams.
Figure 3.2: Visual aids in science communication

Fill in the blank: Visual aids such as infographics and charts make scientific information more

3.3.3 Balancing accuracy with accessibility

Balancing accuracy with accessibility is one of the most important skills in science
communication. Journalists must avoid oversimplification that distorts meaning, while ensuring
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that audiences can understand the content. This balance requires careful word choice, clear
explanations, and sensitivity to audience knowledge levels.

Fill in the blank: Balancing accuracy with accessibility requires careful choice and clear
explanations.

Pilot questions 3.3
How do analogies and metaphors support science communication?
Why are visual aids important in science communication?
What does balancing accuracy with accessibility mean?

Fill in the blank: Visual aids such as infographics and charts make scientific information
more

True or False: Oversimplification is acceptable if it makes science more appealing.

3.4 Ethical Considerations In Science Communication
3.4.1 Avoiding sensationalism and misinformation

Ethical science communication requires avoiding sensationalism and misinformation. Journalists
must resist exaggerating findings to attract attentiony as this undermines public trust. Instead,
they should present evidence responsibly, highlighting both the significance and limitations of
scientific studies.

Fill in the blank: Ethical science communication requires avoiding and misinformation.

3.4.2 Respecting scientific integrity and sources

Respecting scientific integrity means accurately representing research findings and
acknowledging sources. Journalists should avoid cherry-picking data or misquoting experts.
Proper attribution ensures transparency and builds credibility with audiences.

-
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Box 3.3: Respecting scientific integrity

Fill'in the blank: Respecting scientific integrity requires journalists to accurately represent
findings and acknowledge

3.4.3 Promoting responsible public engagement

Science communication should encourage responsible public engagement. This involves
presenting information in ways that empower audiences to make informed decisions without fear
or confusion. Journalists should highlight practical implications of science while avoiding
alarmist tones.
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OER Science Communication:
Understanding New Research
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Imageof a journalist presenting scientific findings to a community group in a balanced manner.
Plate 3.2: Responsible public engagement in science communication

Fill in the blank: Science communication should empower audiences to make decisions
without fear or confusion.

Pilot questions 3.4
Why is avoiding sensationalism important in science communication?
What does respecting scientific integrity involve?

-
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How can journalists promote responsible public engagement?

Fill in the blank: Respecting scientific integrity requires journalists to accurately represent
findings and acknowledge

True or False: Alarmist tones help audiences make responsible decisions.

Series Summary

This Series has explored how science communication and audience-centric language strengthen
journalism by making complex information accessible and engaging. We began with the
foundations of science communication, defining its scope and importance while recognising
challenges such as technical jargon and uncertainty. We then examined audience-centric
language, focusing on tailoring communication to audience needs, simplifying technical terms
without losing accuracy, and applying strategies to engage diverse groups. Following this, we
considered tools and techniques, including analogies, metaphors, storytelling, and visual aids,
alongside the need to balance accuracy with accessibility. Finally, we addressed ethical
considerations, emphasising the avoidance of sensationalism, respect for scientific integrity, and
the promotion of responsible public engagement.

By completing this Series, you should now.be able:to define science communication and explain
its importance, identify challenges in communicating scientific information, analyse audience
needs, simplify technical language accurately, apply tools such as analogies and visual aids,
balance accuracy with accessibility, and evaluate ethical considerations in science
communication. These abilities align directly with the Series Learning Outcomes and equip you
to report science responsibly and effectively.

Glossary of Terms

Accuracy: The quality of presenting information that is factually correct and faithful to the
original source.

Analogy: A comparison between two different things to explain a concept more clearly.

Audience-centric language: Communication tailored to the needs, interests, and knowledge
levels of the intended audience.

Data presentation: The use of charts, diagrams, and infographics to make scientific
information easier to understand.

Ethical considerations: Principles guiding responsible communication, including avoiding
sensationalism and respecting integrity.

Metaphor: A figure of speech that describes one thing in terms of another to make ideas
more relatable.

Science communication: The practice of conveying scientific knowledge to non-specialist
audiences in clear and accessible ways.
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Sensationalism: The exaggeration of information to attract attention, often at the expense of
accuracy.

Simplification: The process of breaking down complex terms into everyday language
without losing accuracy.

Storytelling: The use of narrative techniques to make scientific information engaging-and
relatable.

Concept Check Questions 3

Objective questions
Define science communication. (Linked to SLO 3.1)
Identify two challenges in science communication. (Linked to SLO 3.2)
State one strategy for engaging diverse audiences. (Linked to SLO 3.3)
Name one tool used to simplify scientific ideas. (Linked'to SLO 3.5)

True or False: Ethical science communication requires avoiding sensationalism and
misinformation. (Linked to SLO 3.7)

Short-answer questions

6. Explain why science communication is important.in journalism. (Linked to SLO 3.1)

7. How can journalists simplify technical language without losing accuracy? (Linked to SLO 3.4)
8. Describe the role of visual aids in secience communication. (Linked to SLO 3.6)

9. What does respecting scientific integrity involve? (Linked to SLO 3.7)

Long-answer questions

10. Analyse the challenges of science communication and suggest ways journalists can overcome
them. (Linked to SLO 3.2)

11. Evaluate how audience-centric language and ethical considerations together enhance
responsible science communication. (Linked to SLO 3.3, SLO 3.7, SLO 3.8)

Answers to Concept Check Questions 3
Objective questions

Science communication is the practice of conveying scientific knowledge to non-specialist
audiences in clear and accessible ways.

Challenges include technical jargon and uncertainty in findings.
Using analogies and metaphors is one strategy.
Storytelling is a tool used to simplify scientific ideas.

True.
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Short-answer questions

6. Science communication is important because it helps the public understand scientific
developments that affect health, technology, and society, preventing misinformation.

7. Journalists can simplify technical language by using everyday terms while ensuring accuracy,
for example, “heart attack” instead of “myocardial infarction.”

8. Visual aids such as charts and infographics make complex data easier to understand and
highlight trends clearly.

9. Respecting scientific integrity involves accurately representing findings, avoiding cherry-
picking data, and acknowledging sources.

Long-answer questions

10. Basic response: Challenges include technical jargon, uncertainty, and the risk of
oversimplification. Journalists can overcome these by using clear language, analogies; and
careful explanations.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that journalists should also contextualise
findings, highlight limitations, and collaborate with experts to ensure accuracy while maintaining
accessibility.

Basic response: Audience-centric language ensures communication is tailored to audience needs,
while ethical considerations prevent sensationalism and misinformation. Together, they enhance
responsible reporting.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by explaining that this combination
builds trust, empowers audiences to make informed decisions, and strengthens journalism’s role
in promoting scientific literacy and democratic engagement.

Answers to Pilot Questions 3
Answers to Pilot Questions 3.1

Science communication is the practice of conveying scientific knowledge to non-specialist
audiences.

It is important because it informs public debate and prevents misinformation.
Technical jargon and uncertainty in findings.
Scientists.
False.
Answers to Pilot Questions 3.2

Audience-centric language means tailoring communication to audience needs, interests, and
knowledge levels.

By using everyday terms while maintaining accuracy.
Using analogies and storytelling.

Everyday.

False.
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Answers to Pilot Questions 3.3
They link complex ideas to familiar concepts.
They make information more accessible and highlight trends.
It means ensuring content is understandable without distorting meaning.
Accessible.
False.

Answers to Pilot Questions 3.4
Because exaggeration undermines public trust.
It involves accurately representing findings and acknowledging sources.
By presenting information in ways that empower audiences to make informed decisions.
Sources.

False.
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Figures

Figure 3.1: Flow of science communication
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing the flow of
science communication from scientists to journalists to the public.”
Suggested search string: “science communication flow diagram OER”.

Figure 3.2: Visual aids in science communication
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing examples of
visual aids such as charts, infographics, and diagrams used in science communication.”
Suggested search string: “science communication visual aids OER diagram”.

Plates

Plate 3.1: Simplifying technical language for audiences
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Generate an image of'a journalist explaining
scientific terms to a community group.”
Suggested search string: “science journalist simplifying terms OER.image”.

Plate 3.2: Responsible public engagement in science communication
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Generate an image of a journalist presenting
scientific findings to a community group inra balanced manner.”
Suggested search string: “responsible science communication OER image”.

Boxes

Box 3.1: Challenges in science communication
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing challenges in
science communication.”
Suggested search string:“‘challenges in science communication OER text resource”.

Box 3.2: Strategies for engaging diverse audiences in science communication
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing strategies for
engaging diverse audiences in science communication.”
Suggested search string: “science communication strategies diverse audiences OER text
resource”.

Box 3.3: Respecting scientific integrity
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing principles of
respecting scientific integrity in communication.”
Suggested search string: “scientific integrity journalism OER text resource”.

Attribution Notes

All figures, plates, and boxes were either suggested for Al generation using prompts or
referenced through open educational resource (OER) search strings. External scholarly works
and OERs are cited in APA format. No copyrighted or proprietary materials were used.
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Course code: MCM 204
Course title: Advanced and Specialised Reporting

Course credit load: 2 Units

3 Science Communication And Audience-Centric Language
Series Outline
Part 3.1: Foundations of Science Communication
3.1.1 Definition and scope of science communication
3.1.2 Importance of science communication in journalism
3.1.3 Challenges in communicating scientific information
Part 3.2: Audience-Centric Language
3.2.1 Understanding audience needs and expectations
3.2.2 Simplifying technical language without losing accuracy
3.2.3 Strategies for engaging diverse audiences
Part 3.3: Tools and Techniques for Effective Science Communication
3.3.1 Use of analogies, metaphors, and storytelling
3.3.2 Visual aids and data presentation
3.3.3 Balancing accuracy with accessibility
Part 3.4: Ethical Considerations in Science Communication
3.4.1 Avoiding sensationalism and misinformation
3.4.2 Respecting scientific integrity and sources

3.4.3 Promoting responsible public engagement

Introduction

Science communication plays a vital role in bridging the gap between complex scientific
knowledge and the everyday understanding of audiences. In a world where scientific
developments influence health, technology, and the environment, journalists must be able to
translate technical information into clear, engaging, and accessible language. This Series equips
you with the skills to communicate science effectively while keeping the audience at the centre
of your reporting.
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The aim of this Series is to help you develop strategies for simplifying scientific information,
using audience-centric language, and applying tools that make science reporting both accurate
and engaging.

We shall commence this Series by examining the foundations of science communication,
including its definition, scope, and challenges. Next, we will explore audience-centric language
and strategies for simplifying technical information. Following that, we will consider tools and
techniques such as storytelling, analogies, and visual aids. Finally, we will conclude with ethical
considerations, focusing on integrity, accuracy, and responsible engagement with the public.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
SLO 3.1 define science communication and explain its importance in journalism,
SLO 3.2 identify challenges in communicating scientific information,
SLO 3.3 analyse audience needs and expectations in science reporting,
SLO 3.4 demonstrate how to simplify technical language withoutlosing accuracy,

SLO 3.5 apply tools such as analogies, metaphors, and storytelling in science
communication,

SLO 3.6 design effective visual aids and data presentations for diverse audiences,

SLO 3.7 evaluate ethical considerations in science communication, including avoiding
sensationalism and misinformation, and

SLO 3.8 promote responsible public engagement while respecting scientific integrity.

3.1 Foundations Of Science Communication
3.1.1 Definition and scope of science communication

Science communication refers to the practice of conveying scientific knowledge, discoveries,
and debates to non-specialist audiences in ways that are clear, engaging, and accessible. Its scope
includes journalism, public lectures, documentaries, podcasts, and digital media. The goal is to
bridge the gap between scientists and the public, ensuring that complex information is
understood and applied in everyday life.

)
she-o) LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



SCIENCE COMMUNICATION FLOW

SCIENTISTS E}? PUBLIC

) = ourausts | i

Research & Discovery k!J Understanding &
- g Awareness
Interpretation & Reporting Informed Society
COVERING DIVERSE TOPICS

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INITITIE

Diagram showing the flow of science communication from scientists — journalists — public.
Figure 3.1: Flow of science communication

Fill in the blank: Science communication aims to bridge the gap between and the public.

3.1.2 Importance of science communication in journalism

Science communication is vital because scientific developments affect health, technology, the
environment, and society at large. Journalists play a key role in translating technical findings into
stories that inform public debate and decision-making. Without effective communication,
misinformation can spread, and public trust in science may decline.
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Fill in the blank: Without effective science communication, can spread and public trust
may decline.

3.1.3 Challenges in communicating scientific information

Communicating science is not without challenges. Scientific language is often technical, and
findings may be uncertain or evolving. Journalists must balance accuracy with accessibility,
avoiding oversimplification or sensationalism. Another challenge is ensuring that audiences
understand the limitations of scientific studies, such as sample size or context.

Challenges in Science Communication

Technical Language and Jargon: Scientists often use precise, specialized terms that can
alienate or confuse the public. Translating these into "plain English" without losing
their specific meaning is a constant hurdle.

Uncertainty and Evolving Findings: Science is a process, not a final destination.
Communicating that a study's results are "preliminary' or subject to change as more
data arrives can be misinterpreted by the public as a sign of weakness or error.

Risk of Oversimplification: In an effort to make a story catchy or brief, there is a danger
of stripping away the methodological context, which can lead to misleading
conclusions.

Avoiding Sensationalism: Headlines that promise "miracle cures" or "impending doom"
drive clicks but damage long-term credibility. Responsible reporting resists the urge to
"hype" a single study.

Explaining Limitations of Studies: Every study has constraints (sample size, duration,
etc.). A key challenge is ensuring the audience understands that one experiment rarely
"proves" a universal truth, but rather adds a piece to a much larger puzzle.

Box 3.1: Challenges in science communication

Fill in the blank: One challenge in science communication is avoiding while still
engaging audiences.

Pilot questions 3.1
Define science‘communication.
Why is science communication important in journalism?
List two challenges in science communication.

Fill in the blank: Science communication aims to bridge the gap between and the
public.

True or False: Science communication should oversimplify findings to make them more
appealing.

3.2 Audience-Centric Language
3.2.1 Understanding audience needs and expectations
P
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Audience-centric language means tailoring communication to the needs, interests, and
knowledge levels of the audience. Journalists must consider who their readers are, what they
already know, and what they need to understand. For example, a report for policymakers may
emphasise implications for governance, while a piece for the general public may focus on
everyday relevance.

Fill in the blank: Audience-centric language requires tailoring communication to the
interests, and knowledge levels of the audience.

b

3.2.2 Simplifying technical language without losing accuracy

Simplification involves breaking down complex terms into everyday language while maintaining
accuracy. For instance, instead of saying “myocardial infarction,” a journalist might write “heart
attack.” The challenge is to avoid distortion while making information aceessible. This skill is
essential for science communication because it ensures that audiences grasp the meaning without
being overwhelmed by jargon.

-
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Image of a journalist explaining scientific terms to a community group.
Plate 3.1: Simplifying technical language for audiences

Fill in the blank: Simplification involves breaking down complex terms into language
while maintaining accuracy.

3.2.3 Strategies for engaging diverse audiences

Engaging diverse audiences requires flexibility in style and approach. Strategies include using
analogies, metaphors, and storytelling to make science relatable. Visual aids such as infographics

-
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and charts can also help. Additionally, journalists should be mindful of cultural contexts and
literacy levels, ensuring inclusivity in their communication.

STRATEGIES FOR ENGAGING DIVERSE AUDIENCES IN
SCIENCE COMMNINICIATION

4 )

Use analogies and metoporas
Apply storeytling techniques
Employ visual aids

Consider cultural contexts
Ensure inclusivity

OER - Open Educational Resources

Box 3.2: Strategies for engaging diverse audiences

Fill in the blank: Strategies for engaging diverse audiences include using analogies, metaphors,
and techniques.

Pilot questions 3.2

What does audience-centric language mean?

How can journalists simplify technical language without losing accuracy?
P
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List two strategies for engaging diverse audiences.

Fill in the blank: Simplification involves breaking down complex terms into
language.

True or False: Audience-centric language ignores cultural contexts.

3.3 Tools And Techniques For Effective Science Communication
3.3.1 Use of analogies, metaphors, and storytelling

Analogies and metaphors help simplify complex scientific ideas by linking them to familiar
concepts. For example, describing DNA as a “blueprint” makes its role clearer to non-specialists.
Storytelling adds a human dimension, turning abstract data into relatable narratives that
audiences can connect with emotionally.

Fill in the blank: Analogies and metaphors help simplify complex scientific ideas by linking
them to concepts.

3.3.2 Visual aids and data presentation

Visual aids such as infographics, charts, and diagrams make scientific information more
accessible. They allow audiences to grasp trends and relationships quickly. Effective data
presentation requires clarity, accuracy, and design that avoids overwhelming the reader.

-
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Diagram showing examples of visual aids: charts, infographics, and diagrams.
Figure 3.2: Visual aids in science communication

Fill in the blank: Visual aids such as infographics and charts make scientific information more

3.3.3 Balancing accuracy with accessibility

Balancing accuracy with accessibility is one of the most important skills in science
communication. Journalists must avoid oversimplification that distorts meaning, while ensuring
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that audiences can understand the content. This balance requires careful word choice, clear
explanations, and sensitivity to audience knowledge levels.

Fill in the blank: Balancing accuracy with accessibility requires careful choice and clear
explanations.

Pilot questions 3.3
How do analogies and metaphors support science communication?
Why are visual aids important in science communication?
What does balancing accuracy with accessibility mean?

Fill in the blank: Visual aids such as infographics and charts make scientific information
more

True or False: Oversimplification is acceptable if it makes science more appealing.

3.4 Ethical Considerations In Science Communication
3.4.1 Avoiding sensationalism and misinformation

Ethical science communication requires avoiding sensationalism and misinformation. Journalists
must resist exaggerating findings to attract attentiony as this undermines public trust. Instead,
they should present evidence responsibly, highlighting both the significance and limitations of
scientific studies.

Fill in the blank: Ethical science communication requires avoiding and misinformation.

3.4.2 Respecting scientific integrity and sources

Respecting scientific integrity means accurately representing research findings and
acknowledging sources. Journalists should avoid cherry-picking data or misquoting experts.
Proper attribution ensures transparency and builds credibility with audiences.
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Box 3.3: Respecting scientific integrity

Fill'in the blank: Respecting scientific integrity requires journalists to accurately represent
findings and acknowledge

3.4.3 Promoting responsible public engagement

Science communication should encourage responsible public engagement. This involves
presenting information in ways that empower audiences to make informed decisions without fear
or confusion. Journalists should highlight practical implications of science while avoiding
alarmist tones.
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Imageof a journalist presenting scientific findings to a community group in a balanced manner.
Plate 3.2: Responsible public engagement in science communication

Fill in the blank: Science communication should empower audiences to make decisions
without fear or confusion.

Pilot questions 3.4
Why is avoiding sensationalism important in science communication?
What does respecting scientific integrity involve?

-
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How can journalists promote responsible public engagement?

Fill in the blank: Respecting scientific integrity requires journalists to accurately represent
findings and acknowledge

True or False: Alarmist tones help audiences make responsible decisions.

Series Summary

This Series has explored how science communication and audience-centric language strengthen
journalism by making complex information accessible and engaging. We began with the
foundations of science communication, defining its scope and importance while recognising
challenges such as technical jargon and uncertainty. We then examined audience-centric
language, focusing on tailoring communication to audience needs, simplifying technical terms
without losing accuracy, and applying strategies to engage diverse groups. Following this, we
considered tools and techniques, including analogies, metaphors, storytelling, and visual aids,
alongside the need to balance accuracy with accessibility. Finally, we addressed ethical
considerations, emphasising the avoidance of sensationalism, respect for scientific integrity, and
the promotion of responsible public engagement.

By completing this Series, you should now.be able:to define science communication and explain
its importance, identify challenges in communicating scientific information, analyse audience
needs, simplify technical language accurately, apply tools such as analogies and visual aids,
balance accuracy with accessibility, and evaluate ethical considerations in science
communication. These abilities align directly with the Series Learning Outcomes and equip you
to report science responsibly and effectively.

Glossary of Terms

Accuracy: The quality of presenting information that is factually correct and faithful to the
original source.

Analogy: A comparison between two different things to explain a concept more clearly.

Audience-centric language: Communication tailored to the needs, interests, and knowledge
levels of the intended audience.

Data presentation: The use of charts, diagrams, and infographics to make scientific
information easier to understand.

Ethical considerations: Principles guiding responsible communication, including avoiding
sensationalism and respecting integrity.

Metaphor: A figure of speech that describes one thing in terms of another to make ideas
more relatable.

Science communication: The practice of conveying scientific knowledge to non-specialist
audiences in clear and accessible ways.
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Sensationalism: The exaggeration of information to attract attention, often at the expense of
accuracy.

Simplification: The process of breaking down complex terms into everyday language
without losing accuracy.

Storytelling: The use of narrative techniques to make scientific information engaging-and
relatable.

Concept Check Questions 3

Objective questions
Define science communication. (Linked to SLO 3.1)
Identify two challenges in science communication. (Linked to SLO 3.2)
State one strategy for engaging diverse audiences. (Linked to SLO 3.3)
Name one tool used to simplify scientific ideas. (Linked'to SLO 3.5)

True or False: Ethical science communication requires avoiding sensationalism and
misinformation. (Linked to SLO 3.7)

Short-answer questions

6. Explain why science communication is important.in journalism. (Linked to SLO 3.1)

7. How can journalists simplify technical language without losing accuracy? (Linked to SLO 3.4)
8. Describe the role of visual aids in secience communication. (Linked to SLO 3.6)

9. What does respecting scientific integrity involve? (Linked to SLO 3.7)

Long-answer questions

10. Analyse the challenges of science communication and suggest ways journalists can overcome
them. (Linked to SLO 3.2)

11. Evaluate how audience-centric language and ethical considerations together enhance
responsible science communication. (Linked to SLO 3.3, SLO 3.7, SLO 3.8)

Answers to Concept Check Questions 3
Objective questions

Science communication is the practice of conveying scientific knowledge to non-specialist
audiences in clear and accessible ways.

Challenges include technical jargon and uncertainty in findings.
Using analogies and metaphors is one strategy.
Storytelling is a tool used to simplify scientific ideas.

True.
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Short-answer questions

6. Science communication is important because it helps the public understand scientific
developments that affect health, technology, and society, preventing misinformation.

7. Journalists can simplify technical language by using everyday terms while ensuring accuracy,
for example, “heart attack” instead of “myocardial infarction.”

8. Visual aids such as charts and infographics make complex data easier to understand and
highlight trends clearly.

9. Respecting scientific integrity involves accurately representing findings, avoiding cherry-
picking data, and acknowledging sources.

Long-answer questions

10. Basic response: Challenges include technical jargon, uncertainty, and the risk of
oversimplification. Journalists can overcome these by using clear language, analogies; and
careful explanations.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that journalists should also contextualise
findings, highlight limitations, and collaborate with experts to ensure accuracy while maintaining
accessibility.

Basic response: Audience-centric language ensures communication is tailored to audience needs,
while ethical considerations prevent sensationalism and misinformation. Together, they enhance
responsible reporting.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by explaining that this combination
builds trust, empowers audiences to make informed decisions, and strengthens journalism’s role
in promoting scientific literacy and democratic engagement.

Answers to Pilot Questions 3
Answers to Pilot Questions 3.1

Science communication is the practice of conveying scientific knowledge to non-specialist
audiences.

It is important because it informs public debate and prevents misinformation.
Technical jargon and uncertainty in findings.
Scientists.
False.
Answers to Pilot Questions 3.2

Audience-centric language means tailoring communication to audience needs, interests, and
knowledge levels.

By using everyday terms while maintaining accuracy.
Using analogies and storytelling.

Everyday.

False.

-

Do)

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Answers to Pilot Questions 3.3
They link complex ideas to familiar concepts.
They make information more accessible and highlight trends.
It means ensuring content is understandable without distorting meaning.
Accessible.
False.

Answers to Pilot Questions 3.4
Because exaggeration undermines public trust.
It involves accurately representing findings and acknowledging sources.
By presenting information in ways that empower audiences to make informed decisions.
Sources.

False.
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Figure 3.1: Flow of science communication
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing the flow of
science communication from scientists to journalists to the public.”
Suggested search string: “science communication flow diagram OER”.

Figure 3.2: Visual aids in science communication
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing examples of
visual aids such as charts, infographics, and diagrams used in science communication.”
Suggested search string: “science communication visual aids OER diagram”.

Plates

Plate 3.1: Simplifying technical language for audiences
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Generate an image of a journalist explaining
scientific terms to a community group.”
Suggested search string: “science journalist simplifying terms OER image”.

Plate 3.2: Responsible public engagement in science communication
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Generate an image of a journalist presenting
scientific findings to a community group in a balanced manner,”
Suggested search string: “responsible science communication OER image”.

Boxes

Box 3.1: Challenges in science communication
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing challenges in
science communication.”
Suggested search string: “challenges in science communication OER text resource”.

Box 3.2: Strategies for engaging diverse audiences in science communication
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing strategies for
engaging diverse audiences in science communication.”
Suggested search string: “science communication strategies diverse audiences OER text
resource”.

Box 3.3: Respecting scientific integrity
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing principles of
respecting scientific integrity in communication.”
Suggested search string: “scientific integrity journalism OER text resource”.

Attribution Notes

All figures, plates, and boxes were either suggested for Al generation using prompts or
referenced through open educational resource (OER) search strings. External scholarly works
and OERs are cited in APA format. No copyrighted or proprietary materials were used.
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4 Reporting Across Specialised Fields And Social Issues
Series Outline
Part 4.1: Specialised Fields in Journalism
4.1.1 Definition and scope of specialised fields
4.1.2 Examples of specialised fields (science, health, business, environment, etc.)
4.1.3 Skills required for reporting across specialised fields
Part 4.2: Reporting on Social Issues
4.2.1 Understanding social issues in journalism
4.2.2 Approaches to reporting sensitive topics
4.2.3 Balancing objectivity and empathy
Part 4.3: Challenges and Ethical Considerations
4.3.1 Risks in reporting specialised fields and social issues
4.3.2 Ethical dilemmas‘in coverage
4.3.3 Ensuring fairness and inclusivity
Part 4.4: Case Studies and Integrated Practice
4.4.1 Case examples of specialised reporting on social issues
4.4.2 Lessons learned from integrated practice

4.4.3 Applying best practices in future reporting

Introduction

Journalism today requires versatility, as reporters must cover both specialised fields and pressing
social issues. Specialised fields such as science, health, and business demand technical
knowledge and clarity, while social issues require sensitivity, empathy, and ethical awareness.
Together, these areas challenge journalists to balance accuracy with compassion, ensuring that
their work informs, engages, and empowers audiences.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the skills to report effectively across specialised fields
and social issues. You will learn how to define and navigate specialised fields, approach
sensitive topics responsibly, manage ethical dilemmas, and apply integrated practices through
case studies.
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We shall begin by exploring specialised fields in journalism, followed by approaches to reporting
social issues. Next, we will examine challenges and ethical considerations, before concluding
with case studies that illustrate integrated practice.

Series Learning QOutcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
SLO 4.1 define specialised fields in journalism and explain their scope,

SLO 4.2 identify examples of specialised fields and describe skills required for reporting
them,

SLO 4.3 explain approaches to reporting social issues with sensitivity and empathy,

SLO 4.4 analyse challenges and ethical dilemmas in reporting specialised fields and social
issues,

SLO 4.5 evaluate fairness and inclusivity in journalistic coverage, and

SLO 4.6 apply lessons from case studies to integrate specialised and social issue reporting
effectively.

4.1 Specialised Fields In Journalism
4.1.1 Definition and scope of specialised fields

Specialised fields in journalism refer to areas of reporting that require deeper subject knowledge
and consistent coverage. These include science, health, business, environment, politics, and
technology. The scope of specialised reporting goes beyond general news, demanding accuracy,
context, and the ability to interpret complex information for audiences.

Fill in the blank: Specialised fields in journalism require deeper knowledge and
consistent coverage.

4.1.2 Examples of specialised fields

Common specialised fields include:
Science journalism — reporting on discoveries, research, and scientific debates.
Health journalism — covering medical issues, public health, and healthcare systems.
Business journalism — focusing on markets, finance, and corporate affairs.
Environmental journalism — addressing climate change, conservation, and sustainability.
Political journalism — analysing governance, policy, and elections.

Technology journalism — reporting on innovation, digital culture, and emerging tools.
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Box 4.1: Examples of specialised fields in journalism

Fill'in the blank: Environmental journalism often addresses issues such as climate change and

4.1.3 SKkills required for reporting across specialised fields
Reporting across specialised fields requires:

Subject knowledge and research skills

Ability to simplify complex information

Critical thinking and analysis
o
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Ethical awareness and accuracy

Audience-centred communication

Image of a journalist interviewing a scientist in a laboratory.
Plate 4.1: Skills required in specialised reporting

Fill in the blank: Reporting across specialised fields requires subject knowledge; research skills,
and awareness.

Pilot questions 4.1
Define specialised fields in journalism.
List three examples of specialised fields.
What skills are required for specialised reporting?

Fill in the blank: Environmental journalism often addresses issues such as climate change
and

True or False: Specialised reporting requires no subject knowledge.

4.2 Reporting On Social Issues
4.2.1 Understanding social issues in journalism

Social issues include topics'such as poverty, inequality, gender, race, education, and human
rights. Journalism plays a crucial role in highlighting these issues, raising awareness, and
promoting dialogue. Reporting on social issues requires sensitivity and a commitment to fairness.

Fill in the blank: Social issues in journalism include poverty, inequality, gender, race, education,
and rights.

4.2.2 Approaches to reporting sensitive topics
When reporting sensitive topics, journalists should:
Use respectful language
Protect vulnerable sources
Provide balanced perspectives
Avoid stereotypes and bias

Contextualise issues with evidence
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Box 4.2: Approaches to reporting sensitive topics

Fill in the blank: Reporting sensitive topics requires avoiding stereotypes and

4.2.3 Balancing objectivity and empathy

Journalists must balance objectivity with empathy when reporting social issues. Objectivity
ensures fairness and credibility, while empathy allows audiences to connect with the human
dimension of stories. Striking this balance helps journalists report responsibly without lesing
compassion.

Image of a journalist interviewing a community member about local challenges.
Plate 4.2: Balancing objectivity and empathy in reporting

Fill in the blank: Balancing objectivity with allows audiences to connect with the human
dimension of stories.

Pilot questions 4.2
What are examples of social issues covered in journalism?
List two approaches to reporting sensitive topics.
Why is balancing objectivity and empathy important?
Fill in the blank: Reporting sensitive topics requires avoiding stereotypes and

True or False: Empathy undermines credibility in social issue reporting.

4.3 Challenges And Ethical Considerations
4.3.1 Risks in reporting specialised fields and social issues

Reporting across specialised fields and social issues can expose journalists to risks such as
misinterpretation of technical data, backlash from stakeholders, or even personal safety concerns
when covering sensitive topics. These risks highlight the need for thorough preparation and
adherence to professional standards.

Fill in the blank: Reporting across specialised fields and social issues can expose journalists to
risks such as misinterpretation of technical data and from stakeholders.

4.3.2 Ethical dilemmas in coverage

Ethical dilemmas often arise when journalists must balance public interest with privacy, or when
reporting sensitive issues that may stigmatise individuals or communities. Journalists must

-
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decide how much detail to include, how to protect sources, and how to avoid reinforcing
stereotypes.

Key Ethical Challenges

Balancing Public Interest with Privacy: Determining when a person’s private life
becomes relevant to a story of public importance (e.g., exposing corruption vs.
intruding on a family tragedy).

Protecting Vulnerable Sources: Ensuring that whistleblowers, minors, or victims of
trauma are not re-traumatized or put in physical danger by the publication of their
identity.

Avoiding Stereotypes and Bias: Consciously resisting the urge to simplify complex social
groups or issues into "clichés," which can perpetuate harmful societal prejudices.

Ensuring Accuracy Without Harm: Deciding whether certain graphic details—while
factually true—are necessary for the story or if they are gratuitous and potentially
damaging to the subjects or the audience.

Box 4.3: Ethical dilemmas in specialised and social issue reporting

Fill in the blank: Ethical dilemmas often involve balancing publi¢ interest with

4.3.3 Ensuring fairness and inclusivity

Fairness and inclusivity are essential in reporting. Journalists must represent diverse voices,
avoid bias, and ensure marginalised groups are not excluded. Inclusive reporting strengthens
credibility and ensures journalism reflects society’s complexity.

Image of a journalist interviewing diverse community members.
Plate 4.3: Ensuring fairness and inclusivity in reporting

Fill in the blank: Inclusive reporting strengthens credibility and ensures journalism reflects
society’s

Pilot questions 4.3
What risks can journalists face when reporting specialised fields and social issues?
List two ethical dilemmas in reporting.
Why is fairness and inclusivity important in journalism?
Fill in the blank: Ethical dilemmas often involve balancing public interest with

True or False: Inclusive reporting excludes marginalised groups.

4.4 Case Studies And Integrated Practice
4.4.1 Case examples of specialised reporting on social issues

Case studies illustrate how specialised reporting intersects with social issues. For example:
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A health journalist covering HIV/AIDS while highlighting stigma and access to healthcare.
An environmental journalist reporting on climate change impacts on vulnerable communities.

A business journalist analysing economic inequality through corporate practices.

Case Examples of Specialised Reporting on Social Issues

Health Journalism and HIV/AIDS Stigma: Reporters in this field work to deconstruct
myths and humanize the medical data. Effective health journalism focuses on aceess to
treatment, the impact of discriminatory policies, and the role of community support,
ultimately helping to reduce the social stigma that often prevents people from seeking
care.

Environmental Journalism and Climate Change Impacts: Rather than just reporting on
rising temperatures, environmental specialists connect global phenomena to local
realities. This includes investigating how rising sea levels affect coastal economies or
how extreme weather patterns disproportionately impact vulnerable populations,
making the abstract threat of climate change tangible.

Business Journalism and Economic Inequality: Moving beyond stock market tickers,
specialized business reporters examine the wealth gap. They investigate how corporate
policies, tax structures, and labor laws contribute to inequality, providing a critical look
at how the economy functions for the working class versus the elite.

Box 4.4: Case examples of specialised reporting on social issues

Fill in the blank: A business journalist may analyse economic inequality through
practices.

4.4.2 Lessons learned from integrated practice

Integrated practice shows that combining specialised knowledge with social awareness produces
impactful journalism. Lessons include the importance of context, empathy, and evidence-based
reporting. These lessons help journalists connect technical issues with human experiences.

Fill in the blank: Integrated practice shows that combining specialised knowledge with social
awareness produces journalism.

4.4.3 Applying best practices in future reporting

Best practices include continuous learning, collaboration with experts, and maintaining ethical
standards. Journalists should also adapt to changing social contexts and technological tools to
remain relevant and responsible.

Image of a journalist collaborating with experts during a press briefing.
Plate 4.4: Applying best practices in reporting

Fill in the blank: Best practices in reporting include continuous learning, collaboration with
experts, and maintaining standards.
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Pilot questions 4.4
Provide one case example of specialised reporting on social issues.
What lessons can be learned from integrated practice?
List two best practices for future reporting.

Fill in the blank: A business journalist may analyse economic inequality through
practices.

True or False: Best practices in reporting include continuous learning and ethical standards.

Series 4 Summary

This Series examined how journalists report across specialised fields and social issues,
highlighting the skills, challenges, and ethical considerations.involved. We began by defining
specialised fields such as science, health, business, environment, politics, and technology, noting
the subject knowledge and accuracy required. We then explored reporting on social issues,
emphasising sensitivity, empathy, and approaches to.covering topics like poverty, inequality, and
human rights.

Next, we discussed challenges and ethical considerations, including risks of misinterpretation,
backlash, and dilemmas around privacy and fairness. We stressed the importance of inclusivity
and representing diverse voices. Finally, we looked at case studies that integrate specialised
reporting with social issues, drawing/dessons on context, empathy, and evidence-based practice.
Best practices such as continuous learning, collaboration with experts, and maintaining ethical
standards were highlighted as essential for future reporting.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define specialised fields, identify
examples, explain approaches to social issue reporting, analyse ethical dilemmas, evaluate
fairness and inclusivity, and apply lessons from case studies to integrated reporting.

Glossary of Terms

Specialised fields: Areas of journalism requiring subject expertise, such as science, health,
business, environment, politics, and technology.

Social issues: Topics like poverty, inequality, gender, race, education, and human rights that
affect communities and require sensitive reporting.

Objectivity: The principle of fairness and impartiality in journalism.

Empathy: The ability to understand and share the feelings of others, used to connect
audiences with human dimensions of stories.

Ethical dilemmas: Situations where journalists must balance competing values, such as
public interest versus privacy.

Inclusivity: Ensuring diverse voices and perspectives are represented in reporting.
)

o LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Integrated practice: Combining specialised knowledge with social awareness to produce
impactful journalism.

Best practices: Established methods such as continuous learning, collaboration, and ethical
standards that guide responsible reporting.

Sensationalism: Exaggeration or distortion of information to attract attention, often
undermining credibility.

Evidence-based reporting: Journalism that relies on verified data, research, and credible
sources to inform coverage.

Concept Check Questions 4
Objective questions
Define specialised fields in journalism. (Linked to SLO 4.1)
Identify two examples of specialised fields. (Linked to SLO 4.2)
State one approach to reporting sensitive topics. (Linked to SLO 4.3)
Name one ethical dilemma in reporting social issues. (Linked to SLO 4.4)
True or False: Inclusive reporting strengthens credibility. (Linked to SLO 4.5)

Short-answer questions

6. Explain why subject knowledge isimportant in specialised reporting. (Linked to SLO 4.1)

7. How should journalists balance ebjectivity. and empathy when reporting social issues? (Linked
to SLO 4.3)

8. Describe one risk journalists face when reporting specialised fields. (Linked to SLO 4.4)

9. What lessons can be learned from integrated practice in reporting? (Linked to SLO 4.6)

Long-answer questions

10. Analyse the ethical dilemmas journalists face when reporting social issues and suggest
strategies to address them. (Linked to SLO 4.4)

11. Evaluate how case studies of integrated practice demonstrate the importance of combining
specialised knowledge with social awareness. (Linked to SLO 4.6)

Answers to Concept Check Questions 4
Objective questions

Specialised fields are areas of journalism requiring deeper subject knowledge and consistent
coverage.

Examples include science and health journalism.
Protecting vulnerable sources is one approach.

Balancing public interest with privacy is an ethical dilemma.
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True.

Short-answer questions

6. Subject knowledge ensures accuracy, credibility, and the ability to interpret complex
information for audiences.

7. Journalists should remain fair and impartial while showing empathy to connect audiences with
the human dimension of stories.

8. One risk is misinterpretation of technical data, which can lead to misinformation.

9. Lessons include the importance of context, empathy, and evidence-based reporting to connect
technical issues with human experiences.

Long-answer questions

10. Basic response: Ethical dilemmas include balancing privacy with public interest, avoiding
stereotypes, and protecting vulnerable sources. Strategies include using respectful language,
anonymising sources, and contextualising issues with evidence.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that ethical frameworks, editorial
guidelines, and collaboration with advocacy groups can help journalists navigate dilemmas
responsibly.

Basic response: Case studies show that integrating specialised knowledge with social awareness
produces impactful journalism.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by explaining that integrated practice
highlights systemic issues, empowers communities, and demonstrates journalism’s role in
promoting fairness and inclusivity.

Answers to Pilot Questions 4

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.1
Specialised fields are areas of journalism requiring deeper subject knowledge.
Science, health, and business.
Subject knowledge, research skills, ethical awareness.
Sustainability.
False:

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.2
Poverty, inequality, gender, race, education, human rights.
Respectful language and protecting vulnerable sources.
It ensures fairness while connecting audiences emotionally.
Bias.
False.

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.3
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Misinterpretation of technical data, backlash from stakeholders.
Balancing public interest with privacy, avoiding stereotypes.
It ensures diverse voices are represented and strengthens credibility.
Privacy.
False.
Answers to Pilot Questions 4.4
Health journalism covering HIV/AIDS stigma.
Lessons include the importance of context, empathy, and evidence-based reporting.
Continuous learning and collaboration with experts.
Corporate.
True.
References and Attributions [Series 4]
General References (APA Style)
Allan, S. (2017). Science journalism: An introduction. Routledge.

Cottle, S. (2001). Media and the rise of social movements. Media, Culture & Society, 23(6),
853—873. https://doi.org/10.1177/016344301023006004 (doi.org in Bing)

de Burgh, H. (2008). Investigative journalism. Routledge.
McQuail, D. (2010). McQuail’s mass. communication theory (6th ed.). Sage.

Tumber, H., & Waisbord, S. R. (Eds.). (2019). The Routledge companion to media and
scandal. Routledge.

Wahl-Jorgensen, K., & Hanitzsch, T. (Eds.). (2020). The handbook of journalism studies
(2nd ed.). Routledge:.

UNESCO. (2014). Model curricula for journalism education: A compendium of new syllabi.
UNESCO Publishing.

Figures, Plates, and Boxes

Box 4.1: Examples of specialised fields in journalism
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing examples of
specialised fields in journalism.”
Suggested search string: “specialised fields in journalism OER text resource”.

Plate 4.1: Skills required in specialised reporting
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Generate an image of a journalist
interviewing a scientist in a laboratory.”
Suggested search string: “specialised journalism skills OER image”.
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Box 4.2: Approaches to reporting sensitive topics
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing approaches to
reporting sensitive topics in journalism.”
Suggested search string: “reporting sensitive topics journalism OER text resource”.

Plate 4.2: Balancing objectivity and empathy in reporting
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Generate an image of a journalist
interviewing a community member about local challenges.”
Suggested search string: “objectivity empathy journalism OER image”.

Box 4.3: Ethical dilemmas in specialised and social issue reporting
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing ethical dilemmas in
specialised and social issue reporting.”
Suggested search string: “ethical dilemmas journalism OER text resource”.

Plate 4.3: Ensuring fairness and inclusivity in reporting
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Generate an-image of a journalist
interviewing diverse community members.”
Suggested search string: “fairness inclusivity journalism OER image”.

Box 4.4: Case examples of specialised reporting lon social issues
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing case examples of
specialised reporting on social issues.”
Suggested search string: “case studies specialised journalism social issues OER text
resource”.

Plate 4.4: Applying best practices in reporting
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Generate an image of a journalist
collaborating with experts during a press briefing.”
Suggested search string: “best practices specialised journalism OER image”.

Attribution Notes

All figures, plates, and boxes were either suggested for Al generation using prompts or
referenced through open educational resource (OER) search strings. External scholarly works
and OERs arecited in APA format. No copyrighted or proprietary materials were used.
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5 Fact-Checking, Follow-Ups, And Publishable Outputs
Series Outline
Part 5.1: The Role of Fact-Checking in Journalism
5.1.1 Definition and importance of fact-checking
5.1.2 Tools and techniques for verifying information
5.1.3 Case examples of fact-checking in practice
Part 5.2: Follow-Ups in Reporting
5.2.1 Why follow-ups are essential in journalism
5.2.2 Strategies for effective follow-up reporting
5.2.3 Examples of impactful follow-ups
Part 5.3: From Drafts to Publishable Outputs
5.3.1 Characteristics of publishable journalistic outputs
5.3.2 Editing and refining drafts
5.3.3 Ethical and professional standards for publication
Part 5.4: Case Studies and Best Practices
5.4.1 Case examples of fact-checking and follow-ups leading to impactful outputs
5.4.2 Lessons learned from newsroom practices

5.4.3 Applying best practices in future reporting

Introduction

Fact-checking, follow-ups, and publishable outputs form the backbone of credible journalism. In
an era of misinformation and rapid news cycles, fact-checking ensures accuracy, follow-ups
provide continuity and accountability, and publishable outputs represent the polished, ethical,
and professional work of journalists.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the skills to verify information rigorously, conduct
meaningful follow-ups, and transform drafts into publishable outputs that meet professional
standards.

We shall begin by exploring the role of fact-checking, including its definition, importance, and
techniques. Next, we will examine follow-ups in reporting, focusing on their necessity and
o
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strategies. Following that, we will discuss how drafts are refined into publishable outputs.
Finally, we will conclude with case studies and best practices that demonstrate the integration of
these elements in impactful journalism.

Series Learning QOutcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
SLO 5.1 define fact-checking and explain its importance in journalism,
SLO 5.2 apply tools and techniques for verifying information,
SLO 5.3 analyse the role of follow-ups in reporting,
SLO 5.4 demonstrate strategies for effective follow-up reporting,
SLO 5.5 identify characteristics of publishable journalistic outputs,
SLO 5.6 edit and refine drafts to meet professional standards,
SLO 5.7 evaluate ethical considerations in fact-checking and publishing, and

SLO 5.8 apply lessons from case studies to strengthen future reporting practices.

5.1 The Role Of Fact-Checking In Journalism
5.1.1 Definition and importance of fact-checking

Fact-checking is the process of verifying information before publication to ensure accuracy,
credibility, and trustworthiness. It protects journalism from misinformation and strengthens
public confidence.

Fill in the blank: Fact-checking ensures accuracy, credibility, and in journalism.

5.1.2 Tools and techniques for verifying information

Journalists use a variety of tools and techniques to verify facts:
Cross-checking multiple sources
Consulting official documents and databases
Using digital verification tools (reverse image search, metadata analysis)
Interviewing experts for clarification

Applying newsroom editorial standards
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Box 5.1: Tools and techniques for fact-checking

Fill'in the blank: Journalists often use reverse search to verify images.

5.1.3 Case examples of fact-checking in practice

Fact-checking has exposed false claims in politics, health, and social media. For example, during
public health crises, fact-checkers debunk misinformation about vaccines. In political reporting,
fact-checking helps audiences distinguish between verified statements and misleading rhetoric.

Fill in the blank: Fact-checking helps audiences distinguish between verified statements and
misleading
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Pilot questions 5.1
Define fact-checking.
List two tools used in fact-checking.
Why is fact-checking important in journalism?
Fill in the blank: Journalists often use reverse  search to verify images.

True or False: Fact-checking reduces public trust in journalism.

5.2 Follow-Ups In Reporting
5.2.1 Why follow-ups are essential in journalism

Follow-ups provide continuity, accountability, and depth in reporting. They allow journalists to
revisit stories, track developments, and hold institutions accountable. Without follow-ups,
audiences may miss important updates or outcomes.

Fill in the blank: Follow-ups provide continuity, accountability; and in reporting.

5.2.2 Strategies for effective follow-up reporting
Effective follow-ups require:
Monitoring developments after initial coverage
Maintaining contact with sources
Providing context for new-information
Highlighting changes or consequences

Ensuring transparency about updates

Strategies for Effective Follow-up Reporting

Monitor Developments: Set up a systematic way to track the story. This includes
following legislative sessions, court dockets, or public records that stem from the initial
report to see if promises are being kept.

Maintain Contact with Sources: The relationship shouldn't end when the first story is
published. Regular "check-ins" with primary sources can reveal new layers of the story
or show the long-term impact of the event on their lives.

Provide Context: Every follow-up should briefly recap the original event. This ensures
that new audience members can catch up while helping returning readers see the
evolution of the narrative.

Highlight Changes: Clearly identify what has shifted since the last report. Whether it is a
policy change, a resignation, or a community-led initiative, documenting these shifts
proves the relevance of the reporting.
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Ensure Transparency: If a follow-up reveals that an initial lead went nowhere or that a
previous assumption was incorrect, being open about the process builds credibility
and trust with the audience.

Box 5.2: Strategies for effective follow-up reporting

Fill in the blank: Effective follow-ups require maintaining contact with

5.2.3 Examples of impactful follow-ups

Examples include investigative journalists revisiting corruption cases, health reporters tracking
vaccine rollouts, and environmental journalists updating audiences on climate policies. These
follow-ups deepen public understanding and sustain accountability.
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Image of a journalist revisiting a community to report on progress after an earlier story.
Plate 5.1: Impactful follow-up reporting

Fill in the blank: Follow-ups deepen public understanding and sustain

Pilot questions 5.2
Why are follow-ups essential in journalism?
List two strategies for effective follow-up reporting.

Provide one example of impactful follow-up reporting.
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Fill in the blank: Effective follow-ups require maintaining contact with
True or False: Follow-ups reduce accountability in journalism.

5.3 From Drafts To Publishable Outputs

5.3.1 Characteristics of publishable journalistic outputs

Publishable outputs are those that meet professional standards of accuracy, clarity, and-ethical
responsibility. They must be well-structured, free from bias, and accessible to the intended
audience. Key characteristics include:

Accuracy and verification of facts
Clear and concise language
Balanced perspectives

Ethical integrity

Reader engagement

Fill in the blank: Publishable outputs must be accurate, clear, and free from

5.3.2 Editing and refining drafts
Editing transforms raw drafts into polished outputs. This involves:
Checking grammar and style consistency
Ensuring logical flow and coherence
Removing redundancy and jargon
Strengthening headlines and leads

Fact-checking all details again before publication
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e Final fact-check

OER - Open Educational Resources

Box 5.3: Steps in editing and refining drafts

Fill'in the blank: Editing transforms raw drafts into outputs.

5.3.3 Ethical and professional standards for publication

Ethical standards ensure journalism remains credible and responsible. Journalists must avoid
plagiarism, respect privacy, and ensure fairness. Professional standards also require transparency
in corrections and accountability for published work.
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Image of an editor reviéwing a journalist’s draft before publication.
Plate 5.2: Ethical and professional standards in publishing

Fill in the blank: Ethical standards require journalists to avoid plagiarism and respect

Pilot questions 5.3
What are the characteristics of publishable outputs?
List two steps in editing and refining drafts.

Why are ethical standards important in publishing?
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Fill in the blank: Editing transforms raw drafts into outputs.

True or False: Publishable outputs can include plagiarism if properly cited.

5.4 Case Studies And Best Practices
5.4.1 Case examples of fact-checking and follow-ups leading to impactful outputs
Case studies demonstrate how fact-checking and follow-ups strengthen journalism:
Political fact-checking during elections to debunk false claims.
Health reporting follow-ups on vaccine distribution and outcomes.

Environmental reporting updates on climate policy changes.
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 Political fact-checking during elections
* Health reporting on vaccine distribution
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Box 5.4: Case examples of impactful outputs

Fill'in the blank: Health reporting follow-ups often track vaccine and outcomes.

5.4.2 Lessons learned from newsroom practices

Lessons from newsroom practices include:
Fact-checking builds credibility and prevents misinformation.
Follow-ups sustain accountability and deepen audience trust.

Editing ensures clarity and professionalism.
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Ethical standards protect journalism’s integrity.

Fill in the blank: Fact-checking builds credibility and prevents

5.4.3 Applying best practices in future reporting

Best practices for future reporting include:
Continuous training in verification tools
Collaboration with experts and editors
Transparent corrections and accountability
Audience-centred communication

Ethical adherence across all stages of reporting
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Image of a newsroom team collaborating on fact-checking and editing before publication.
Plate 5.3: Applying best practices in future reporting

Fill in the blank: Best practices for future reporting include continuous training in tools.

Pilot questions 5.4
Provide one case example of impactful outputs from fact-checking or follow-ups.
What lessons can be learned from newsroom practices?
List two best practices for future reporting.

o
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Fill in the blank: Fact-checking builds credibility and prevents

True or False: Best practices in reporting include transparent corrections and accountability.

Series Summary

This Series explored the essential processes that ensure journalism remains credible,
accountable, and professional. We began with fact-checking, defining its role in verifying
information, preventing misinformation, and strengthening public trust. Tools such as cross-
checking sources, consulting official records, and using digital verification methods were
highlighted.

We then examined follow-ups in reporting, emphasising their importance in providing
continuity, accountability, and depth. Strategies such as monitoring developments, maintaining
contact with sources, and contextualising updates were discussed, alongside examples of
impactful follow-ups in politics, health, and environmental reporting.

Next, we looked at the transformation of drafts into publishable outputs, focusing on
characteristics of professional journalism, editing techniques, and ethical standards. Finally, we
reviewed case studies and best practices, showing how fact-checking and follow-ups lead to
impactful outputs, and how newsroom lessons guide future reporting.

By completing this Series, you should now be @ble to define fact-checking, apply verification
tools, analyse the role of follow-ups, identify characteristics of publishable outputs, refine drafts,
and evaluate ethical standards. You should also be able to apply lessons from case studies to
strengthen your reporting practices.

Glossary of Terms

Fact-checking: The process of verifying information before publication to ensure accuracy
and credibility.

Follow-ups: Subsequent reports that revisit earlier stories to provide continuity,
accountability, and updates.

Publishable outputs: Journalistic work that meets professional standards of accuracy,
clarity, and ethics.

Verification tools: Methods such as reverse image search, metadata analysis, and consulting
official records used to confirm information.

Editing: The process of refining drafts by checking grammar, coherence, and accuracy
before publication.

Ethical standards: Principles guiding responsible journalism, including fairness,
transparency, and respect for privacy.

Accountability: The responsibility of journalists to provide accurate, updated, and fair
reporting.
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Best practices: Established methods such as continuous training, collaboration, and
transparent corrections that strengthen journalism.

Misinformation: False or misleading information that fact-checking seeks to prevent.

Evidence-based reporting: Journalism that relies on verified data, credible sources, and
factual accuracy.

Concept Check Questions 5
Objective questions
Define fact-checking. (Linked to SLO 5.1)
Identify two tools used in fact-checking. (Linked to SLO 5.2)
State one reason why follow-ups are essential in journalism. (Linked to SLO5.3)
Name one characteristic of publishable outputs. (Linked to SLO 5.5)
True or False: Ethical standards require journalists to avoidplagiarism. (Linked to SLO 5.7)

Short-answer questions

6. Explain why fact-checking is important in journalism. (Linked to SLO 5.1)

7. How can journalists conduct effective follow-up reporting? (Linked to SLO 5.4)

8. Describe one step in editing and refining drafts. (Linked to SLO 5.6)

9. What lessons can be learned from newsroom practices about fact-checking and follow-ups?
(Linked to SLO 5.8)

Long-answer questions

10. Analyse the role of follow-ups.in sustaining accountability and provide examples. (Linked to
SLO 5.3, SLO 5.4)

11. Evaluate how fact-checking, follow-ups, and editing together contribute to publishable
outputs that meet ethical standards. (Linked to SLO 5.5, SLO 5.6, SLO 5.7, SLO 5.8)

Answers to Concept Check Questions 5
Objective questions

Fact-checking is the process of verifying information before publication to ensure accuracy
and credibility.

Reverse image search and consulting official records.
Follow-ups provide continuity and accountability.
Accuracy and clarity.

True.

Short-answer questions
6. Fact-checking is important because it prevents misinformation, builds credibility, and
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strengthens public trust in journalism.

7. Journalists can conduct effective follow-ups by monitoring developments, maintaining contact
with sources, and contextualising updates.

8. One step is checking grammar and style consistency to ensure clarity.

9. Lessons include that fact-checking prevents misinformation, follow-ups sustain accountability,
and editing ensures professionalism.

Long-answer questions

10. Basic response: Follow-ups sustain accountability by revisiting earlier stories and tracking
developments. Examples include political reporters revisiting election promises.or health
journalists updating vaccine rollout progress.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that follow-ups also-highlight systemic
issues, empower communities, and ensure institutions remain transparent.

Basic response: Fact-checking ensures accuracy, follow-ups provide continuity, and editing
refines drafts into publishable outputs. Together, they uphold ethical standards.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by explaining that these processes
collectively build trust, prevent misinformation, and demonstrate journalism’s role in democratic
accountability.

Answers to Pilot Questions 5
Answers to Pilot Questions 5.1
Fact-checking is verifying information before publication.
Cross-checking sources and reverse image search.
It ensures accuracy and credibility.
Image.
False.
Answers to Pilot Questions 5.2
They provide continuity, accountability, and depth.
Monitoring developments and maintaining contact with sources.
Health reporters tracking vaccine rollouts.
Sources.
False.
Answers to Pilot Questions 5.3
Accuracy, clarity, ethical integrity.
Grammar check and strengthening headlines.
They ensure credibility and fairness.
o
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Polished.
False.
Answers to Pilot Questions 5.4
Political fact-checking during elections.
Fact-checking builds credibility and prevents misinformation.
Continuous training and transparent corrections.
Distribution.

True.
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Figures, Plates, and Boxes

Box 5.1: Tools and techniques for fact-checking
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing tools and techniques
for fact-checking in journalism.”
Suggested search string: “fact-checking tools journalism OER text resource”.

Box 5.2: Strategies for effective follow-up reporting
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing strategies for
effective follow-up reporting.”
Suggested search string: “follow-up reporting strategies journalism OER text resource”.

Plate 5.1: Impactful follow-up reporting
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Generate an image of a journalist revisiting a
community to report on progress after an earlier story.”
Suggested search string: “impactful follow-up journalism OER image”.

Box 5.3: Steps in editing and refining drafts
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing steps in editing and
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refining drafts for journalism.”
Suggested search string: “editing refining drafts journalism OER text resource”.

Plate 5.2: Ethical and professional standards in publishing
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Generate an image of an editor reviewing a
journalist’s draft before publication.”
Suggested search string: “ethical standards journalism OER image”.

Box 5.4: Case examples of impactful outputs
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Create a text box listing case-examples of
impactful outputs from fact-checking and follow-ups.”
Suggested search string: “case studies fact-checking journalism OER text resource”.

Plate 5.3: Applying best practices in future reporting
Al-generated illustration using the prompt: “Generate an image of a newsroom team
collaborating on fact-checking and editing before publication.”
Suggested search string: “best practices newsroom journalism OER image”.

Attribution Notes

All figures, plates, and boxes were either suggested for Al generation using prompts or
referenced through open educational resource (OER) search strings: External scholarly works
and OERs are cited in APA format. No copyrighted or proprietary materials were used.
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