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Series 1: Sense Properties and Sense Relations in Semantics

Series 2: Word Meaning, Sentence Meaning, and Semantic Markedness
Series 3: General Framework of Linguistic Semantics

Series 4: Basic Semantic Theories — Componential Analysis

Series 5: Basic Semantic Theories — Meaning Postulates and Transformational Generative
Semantics

Proposed Outline for Series 1
Part 1.1 Sense properties in semantics

1.1.1 Definition of sense properties
1.1.2 Types of sense properties (e.g:; synonymy, antonymy, hyponymy)
1.1.3 Role of sense properties in meaning generation

Part 1.2 Sense relations in semantics

1.2.1 Definition of sense relations
1.2.2 Major sense relations (e.g., entailment, contradiction, paraphrase)
1.2.3 Applications of sense relations in analysing word and sentence meaning

Part 1.3 Practical applications of sense properties and relations

1.3.1 Using sense properties in vocabulary development
1.3.2 Applying sense relations in sentence analysis
1.3.3 Exercises for independent practice

Introduction

Language 1s meaningful because words and sentences are connected through relationships that
shape how we interpret them. When you hear words like big and small, or doctor and nurse, you
immediately recognise contrasts and associations. These relationships are not random, they are
part of the study of semantics. This Series introduces you to sense properties and sense relations,
which are fundamental to understanding how meaning is organised in English.

The aim of this Series is to help you define and explain sense properties, analyse different types
of sense relations, and apply these concepts to vocabulary development and sentence analysis.

-
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We shall commence this Series by examining sense properties in semantics, focusing on their
definition, types, and role in meaning generation. Next, we will move on to sense relations,
exploring their definition, major types such as entailment and contradiction, and their applications
in analysing meaning. Finally, we will wrap up with practical applications, where you will learn
how to use sense properties and relations to enrich vocabulary and practise sentence analysis
through exercises.

Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

SLO 1.1 define sense properties in semantics,
SLO 1.2 explain the different types of sense properties such as synonymy, antonymy, and
hyponymy,

SLO 1.3 analyse the role of sense properties .in meaning generation,
SLO 1.4 define sense relations in semantics,

SLO 1.5 describe major sense relations including entailment, contradiction, and paraphrase,
SLO 1.6 apply sense relations to the analysis of word and sentence meaning,
SLO 1.7 demonstrate how sense properties “can be wused in vocabulary development,
SLO 1.8 illustrate the application of ~sense relations in sentence analysis, and
SLO 1.9 practise exercises that integrate sense properties and relations for independent learning.

1.1 Sense Properties In Semanties
1.1.1 Definition of sense properties

Sense properties are the inherent characteristics of words and expressions that determine how
meaning is conveyed and understood in a language. They help us recognise similarities,
differences, and relationships between words. For example, the words big and /arge share a similar
property of meaning, while big and small contrast in meaning.

Fill in the blank: Sense properties are the inherent of words and expressions that determine
meaning:

-

MET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



MASTERING ENGLISH COMMUNICATION:
CLARITY & CONFIDENCE STRATEGIES

SENSE PROPERTIES: CONNECTING
( How Words Connect BY MEANING

%o

(Similar Meaning) (Opposite Meaning) (Category & Item)

* Animal

. Happy/JoyfuI) * Hot / Cold * Vehicle - Bus - Train
« Big /Large + Up /Down - Dog - Cat - Bird

Understanding Lexical Relationships for
for Richer Language Use

Open Educational Resources (OER) for Phonetics & Pronunciation

Figure 1.1: Sense properties in word meaning.
1.1.2 Types of sense properties
There are several types of sense properties that learners should be familiar with:
Synonymy: Words that share similar meanings, such as begin and start.
Antonymy: Words that are opposite in meaning, such as sot and cold.
Hyponymy: A relationship where one word represents a category and another represents a

member of that category, such as rose being a hyponym of flower.

These properties are essential for vocabulary development and for recognising how words relate
to one another in communication.

Fill in the blank: The word rose is a hyponym of .

Sense

Property Definition Examples

Big / Large
Two or more words with very closely related meanings.
Synonymy They can often (but not always) be substituted for each
other in sentences.
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Sense

Property Definition Examples

Purchase /
Buy

Happy /
Content

Hot / Cold

Words with opposite meanings. These can be gradable Fast / Slow

Antonymy (big/small) or complementary (dead/alive).

Rise / Fall

Flower —
Rose

A hierarchical relationship where the meaning of one form Animal —
Hyponymy is included in the meaning of another (Type-of Dog
relationship).

Vehicle —
Car

-
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Table 1.1: Types of sense properties with examples.

1.1.3 Role of sense properties in meaning generation

Sense properties play a vital role in how meaning is generated and interpreted. They allow speakers
and listeners to expand vocabulary, make distinctions between words, and understand-subtle
differences in meaning. For example, recognising that child and adult are antonyms helps us

interpret sentences more accurately.

Fill in the blank: Recognising that child and adult are antonyms helps us interpret more
accurately.

TEACHING SENSE PROPERTIES IN LINGINSTICS

3 G
ENSE PROPERTIES: CONNECTIN(
sHow ‘Words Connect BY MEANING

Open Educational Resources for Sementics & Vocabulary

Plate 1.1: Teaching sense properties in semantics.
Pilot questions 1.1

Define sense properties.

Fill.in the blank: Sense properties are the inherent of words and expressions that
determine meaning.

Give one example of synonymy.

Fill in the blank: The word rose is a hyponym of

State one role of sense properties in meaning generation.
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1.2 Sense Relations In Semantics
1.2.1 Definition of sense relations

Sense relations are the logical and semantic connections between words or sentences that
determine how meaning is interpreted. They help us understand whether expressions are related
by similarity, opposition, or dependency. For example, the sentences The cat is on the matand The
mat is under the cat are related by paraphrase, since they express the same meaning in different
forms.

Fill in the blank: Sense relations are the logical and connections between words or
sentences that determine meaning.

SENSE RELATIONS BETWEEN SENTENCES:

How Meaning Connects & Conflicts

ENTAILMENT CONTRATDICTION PARAPHRASE

Sentence A: Sentence A: Sentence A: The car is red
“The dog barked." The cat is alive.” the red car in
An animal made a sound the dead.” in the drieway.”

Sentence A: Sentence A: The student finished
John is married to Mary." It's raining” X the the assignment.” was
Mary is married to John." hi b finished by the student”

Sentence A: John is married to It's raiing” "The sun
Mary is married to John" shining brightly"

Open Educational Resources (OER) for Semantics & Linguistics

Figure 1.2: Sense relations in semantics.
1.2.2 Major sense rélations
There are several major types of sense relations that are central to semantics:
Entailment: A situation where the truth of one sentence guarantees the truth of another. For
example, John is a bachelor entails John is unmarried.
Contradiction: A situation where one sentence directly opposes another. For example, The
door is open contradicts The door is closed.
Paraphrase: When two sentences express the same meaning in different words. For example,
She purchased a car and She bought a car.

These relations are essential for analysing meaning in both words and sentences.

Fill in the blank: The sentence John is a bachelor entails that John is
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Sense

Relation Definition Examples

A: I saw a bear.

If Sentence A is true, Sentence B must also be

Entailment . . .
true. It is a one-way logical necessity.

B: I'saw an animal.

A: The door 1s open.

If Sentence A is true, Sentence B must be false.
Contradiction The two sentences cannot be true at the same
time.

B: The door is
closed.

A: The dog bit the
man.

Two sentencés have the same meaning. If A is
Paraphrase true, B is true, and vice-versa (Mutual
Entailment).

B: The man was
bitten by the dog.

Table 1.2: Major sense relations with examples.
1.2.3 Applications of'sense relations in analysing word and sentence meaning

Sense relations are applied in analysing meaning at both word and sentence levels. At the word
level, they help us identify relationships such as synonymy and antonymy. At the sentence level,
they allow us to test logical connections, such as whether one statement entails another or whether
two statements contradict each other. These applications are crucial in linguistics, translation, and
everyday communication.

Fill in the blank: Sense relations at the sentence level allow us to test connections between
statements.
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SENSE RELATIONS: ANALYZING SENTENCE SENTENCES:
How Meaning Connects & Conflicts

¥ TING
NSE PROPERTIES: CONNEC
SEHnw Words Connect BY MEANING

/ A
&

Open Educational Resources (OER) for Semantics & Linguistics

Plate 1.2: Applying sense relations in sentence analysis.
Pilot questions 1.2

Define sense relations.

Fill in the blank: Sense relations are the logical and connections between words or
sentences that determine meaning.

Give one example of entailment.

Fill in the blank: The sentence John is a bachelor entails that John is .

State one application of sense relations in analysing meaning.

1.3 Practicalf/Applications Of Sense Properties And Relations
1.3.1 Using sense properties in vocabulary development

Sense properties can be applied to expand and refine vocabulary. By recognising synonymy,
learners can find alternative words that enrich expression, while antonymy helps in contrasting
ideas clearly. Hyponymy supports categorisation, allowing learners to group words under broader
concepts. For example, knowing that dog, cat, and horse are hyponyms of animal helps learners
organise vocabulary more effectively.

Fill in the blank: Words like dog, cat, and horse are hyponyms of .
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Property Contribution to Growth Practical Example

Nuance & Variety: Prevents repetition
Synonymy | and allows for precise emotional or
formal "shading."

Said $\rightarrow$ Whispered,
Bellowed, Remarked.

Conceptual Contrast: Helps define the
Antonymy | "edges" of a word's meaning by showing
what it isn't.

Amateur 1s easier to grasp when
contrasted with Professional.

Structural Organization: Creates Fruit (Hypernym) $\rightarrow$
Hyponymy | mental "folders" (categories) for Kiwi, Mango, Persimmon
efficient word retrieval. (Hyponyms).

Box 1.1: Vocabulary development through sense properties.
1.3.2 Applying sense relations in sentence analysis

Sense relations are useful for analysing sentence meaning. Learners can test whether one sentence
entails another, whether two sentences contradict each other, or whether they are paraphrases. For
instance, She is a widow entails Her husband is dead. Analysing such relations helps learners
understand logical connections and avoid misinterpretation in communication.

Fill in the blank: The sentence She is @ widow entails that her is dead.
Relation Logic Sentence A Sentence B

Entailment Il g is\ge, B The premde?t was "The president is dead."
must be true. assassinated.

Contradiction " "The water is boiling." "The water is frozen."
must be false.
A.and B mean the "The chef prepared the "The meal was prepared

Paraphrase . " "
same thing. meal. by the chef.

Table 1.3: Examples of sense relations in sentence analysis.
1.3.3 Exercises for independent practice

Practical exercises allow learners to apply sense properties and relations in real contexts. Activities
may include:

Matching synonyms and antonyms in word lists.
Identifying hyponyms within categories.

-
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Analysing sentence pairs for entailment, contradiction, or paraphrase.

These exercises strengthen both vocabulary and comprehension, preparing learners to use
semantics effectively in writing and communication.

Fill in the blank: Analysing sentence pairs helps learners identify whether they are ,
contradictory, or paraphrased.

P

| J

SEMANTICS WORKSHOP:
SENSE PROPERTIES & RELATIONS

=5

b :

Plate 1.3: Practising sense properties and relations through exercises.
Pilot questions 1.3

Give one way synonymy contributes to vocabulary development.

Fill in the blank: Words like dog, cat, and horse are hyponyms of

Provide one example of entailment in sentence analysis.

Fill in the blank: The sentence She is a widow entails that her is dead.

State one type of exercise learners can use to practise sense properties and relations.

Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to the foundational concepts of sense properties and sense relations
in semantics, showing how they underpin meaning in words and sentences. We began by exploring
sense properties, defining them and examining types such as synonymy, antonymy, and
hyponymy, before considering their role in meaning generation. We then moved on to sense
relations, where we defined key types including entailment, contradiction, and paraphrase, and
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discussed how they apply to analysing meaning. Finally, we applied these concepts in practical
contexts, focusing on vocabulary development, sentence analysis, and exercises for independent
practice.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define and explain sense properties (SLO
1.1, SLO 1.2), analyse their role in meaning generation (SLO 1.3), define and describe sense
relations (SLO 1.4, SLO 1.5), apply them to word and sentence analysis (SLO 1.6, SLO 1.8), and
demonstrate their practical use in vocabulary development and exercises (SLO 1.7, SLO 1.9).
These outcomes ensure that you can confidently identify and apply semantie-relationships,
strengthening both your theoretical knowledge and practical communication skills.

Glossary of Terms

antonymy — A type of sense property where two words have 0pposite meanings, such as sot and
cold.

contradiction — A sense relation where one sentence directly opposes another, for example 7he
door is open versus The door is closed.

entailment — A sense relation where the truth of one sentence guarantees the truth of another, such
as John is a bachelor entails John is unmarried.

hyponymy — A sense property where one word represents a category member under a broader
concept, for example rose is a hyponym of flower.

paraphrase — A sense relation where two sentences express the same meaning in different words,
such as She purchased a car and She bought a car.

sense properties — The inherent characteristics of words and expressions that determine how
meaning is conveyed and understood.

sense relations —The logical and semantic connections between words or sentences that determine
how meaning is interpreted.

synonymy — A sense property where two words share similar meanings, such as begin and start.

-
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Concept Check Questions [Series 1]
Objective Questions

Which of the following best defines sense properties? (Linked to SLO 1.1) A. Logical
connections between sentences B. Inherent characteristics of words and expressions C.
Rules of grammar and syntax D. Categories of phonetic sounds

Which type of sense property describes words with opposite meanings? (Linked to SLO 1.2)
A. Synonymy B. Antonymy C. Hyponymy D. Paraphrase

Which sense relation occurs when the truth of one sentence guarantees the truth of another?
(Linked to SLO 1.5) A. Contradiction B. Entailment C. Synonymy D. Hyponymy

Short-Answer Questions

Define synonymy and give one example. (Linked to SLO 1.2)

State one role of sense properties in meaning generation. (Linked to SLO 1.3)
Provide one example of contradiction between two sentences. (Linked to SLO 1.5)
Explain how sense relations can be applied in sentence analysis: (Linked to SLO 1.6)
Give one way hyponymy supports vocabulary development. (Linked to SLO 1.7)

Long-Answer Questions

Analyse the importance of sense properties in vocabulary development. (Linked to SLO 1.3, SLO
1.7)

Evaluate the role of sense relations in sentence analysis. (Linked to SLO 1.6, SLO 1.8)

Discuss how synonymy, antonymy, and hyponymy contribute to meaning generation. (Linked to
SLO 1.2, SLO 1.3)

Apply your knowledge of sense properties and relations to design a short exercise that learners can
use for independent practice. (Linked to SLO 1.9)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1]
Objective Questions

B. Inherent characteristics of words and expressions
B. Antonymy
B. Entailment

Short-Answer Questions

Synonymy refers to words with similar meanings, e.g., begin and start.
Sense properties help distinguish similarities and differences between words, aiding meaning
generation.

-
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Example: The door is open contradicts The door is closed.

Sense relations allow learners to test logical connections, such as entailment or contradiction,
between sentences.

Hyponymy helps learners organise words under broader categories, e.g., rose under flower.

Long-Answer Questions
9. Importance of sense properties in vocabulary development

Basic response: Sense properties help learners expand vocabulary by recognising synonyms,
antonyms, and hyponyms.

Value-added response: They also support nuanced expression, improve comprehension, and
enhance writing by allowing learners to choose words more precisely.

10. Role of sense relations in sentence analysis

Basic response: Sense relations clarify logical connections between sentences, such as
entailment or contradiction.

Value-added response: They also strengthen critical thinking, improve translation accuracy,
and support logical reasoning in academic and professional contexts.

11. Contribution of synonymy, antonymy, and hyponymy

Basic response: Synonymy enriches vocabulary, antonymy highlights contrasts, and
hyponymy organises words into categories.

Value-added response: Together, they provide a framework for analysing meaning, supporting
both linguistic study and effective communication.

12. Designing an exercise for independent practice

Basic response: Learners can match synonyms and antonyms in word lists or identify
hyponyms within categories.

Value-added response: A more advanced exercise could involve analysing sentence pairs for
entailment, contradiction, or paraphrase, encouraging learners to apply both sense
properties and relations in context.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1]
1.1 Sense properties in semantics

Sense properties are the inherent characteristics of words and expressions that determine
meaning.

Characteristics.

Example: begin and start.

Flower.

They help expand vocabulary and interpret meaning more accurately.

-
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1.2 Sense relations in semantics

Sense relations are the logical and semantic connections between words or sentences.
Semantic.

Example: John is a bachelor entails John is unmarried.

Unmarried.

They are used to analyse meaning at both word and sentence levels.

1.3 Practical applications of sense properties and relations

Synonymy provides alternative words that enrich expression.

Animal.

Example: She is a widow entails Her husband is dead.

Husband.

Matching synonyms and antonyms, identifying hyponyms, or analysing sentence pairs.

References and Attributions [Series 1]

Textual References

Crystal, D. (2003). The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language (2nd ed.).
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Lyons, J. (1995). Linguistic Semantics: An Introduction. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Saeed, J. I. (2016). Semanties (4th ed.). Oxford: Wiley Blackwell.

Hurford, J. R., Heasley, B., & Smith, M. B. (2007). Semantics: A Coursebook (2nd ed.).
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Hlustrations (Figures, Plates, Tables, and Boxes)

Figure 1.1: Sense properties in word meaning — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a diagram
showing sense properties with examples of synonyms, antonyms, and hyponyms. Tool:
Microsoft Copilot Studio. Search string: "sense properties in semantics diagram OER
linguistics".

Table 1.1: Types of sense properties with examples — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a table
listing types of sense properties (synonymy, antonymy, hyponymy) with definitions and
examples. Search string: "sense properties synonymy antonymy hyponymy chart OER
semantics".

Plate 1.1: Teaching sense properties in semantics — Al-generated. Prompt: Create an
illustration of a teacher explaining sense properties such as synonymy, antonymy, and
hyponymy to students. Search string: "teaching sense properties semantics classroom
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OER linguistics".Figure 1.2: Sense relations in semantics — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate
a diagram showing sense relations such as entailment, contradiction, and paraphrase
with examples. Search string: "sense relations in semantics diagram OER linguistics".

Table 1.2: Major sense relations with examples — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a table
listing major sense relations (entailment, contradiction, paraphrase) with definitions and
examples. Search string: "sense relations entailment contradiction paraphrase chart OER
semantics".

Plate 1.2: Applying sense relations in sentence analysis — Al-generated. Prompt: Create an
illustration of students analysing sentence pairs for entailment, contradiction, and
paraphrase. Search string: "sense relations sentence analysis classroom OER semantics".

Box 1.1: Vocabulary development through sense properties — Al-generated. Prompt:
Generate a box listing how synonymy, antonymy, and hyponymy contribute.to vocabulary
development with examples. Search string: "sense properties vocabulary development
OER semantics".

Table 1.3: Examples of sense relations in sentence analysis —Al-generated. Prompt:
Generate a table showing examples of entailment, contradiction, and paraphrase in
sentence analysis. Search string: "sense relations sentence analysis examples OER
semantics".

Plate 1.3: Practising sense properties and relations through exercises — Al-generated.
Prompt: Create an illustration of students working in groups to practise sense properties
and relations with word and sentence exercises. Search string: "sense properties and
relations classroom practice OER semantics'.

Attribution Notes

All illustrations were Al-generated using prompts designed for educational purposes, with
Microsoft Copilot Studio or equivalent generative platforms.

Suggested search strings point.to open educational resources (OER) to ensure learners can
access freely available diagrams, images, and tables for study.

Textual references provide authoritative sources for the theoretical and practical frameworks
discussed in Series 1.
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Course code: ENG 304
Course title: Introduction to Semantics
Course credit load: 2 Units

Series 1: Sense Properties and Sense Relations in Semantics

Series 2: Word Meaning, Sentence Meaning, and Semantic Markedness
Series 3: General Framework of Linguistic Semantics

Series 4: Basic Semantic Theories — Componential Analysis

Series 5: Basic Semantic Theories — Meaning Postulates and Transformational Generative
Semantics

Proposed Outline for Series 2
Part 2.1 Word meaning in semantics

2.1.1 Definition of word meaning
2.1.2 Factors influencing word meaning (context, usage, cultural background)
2.1.3 Examples of word meaning in everyday communication

Part 2.2 Sentence meaning in semantics

2.2.1 Definition of sentence meaning
2.2.2 Difference between word meaning and sentence meaning
2.2.3 Illustrations of sentence meaning in communication

Part 2.3 Semantic markedness

2.3.1 Definition of semantic markedness
2.3.2 Examples.of marked and unmarked forms
2.3.3 Applications of semantic markedness in analysing meaning

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored sense properties and sense relations, which helped us understand
how words and sentences are connected through meaning. Building on that foundation, this
Series focuses on word meaning, sentence meaning, and semantic markedness. These concepts
are central to semantics because they explain how meaning is constructed at different levels of
language and how certain forms are considered more basic or neutral than others.

The aim of this Series is to enable you to define and explain word meaning, distinguish it from
sentence meaning, and analyse the concept of semantic markedness with practical examples.

-
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We shall commence this Series by examining word meaning in semantics, looking at its
definition, the factors that influence it, and examples from everyday communication. Next, we
will move on to sentence meaning, where we will consider how it differs from word meaning
and how it functions in communication. Finally, we will wrap up by studying semantic
markedness, exploring marked and unmarked forms and their applications in analysing meaning.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

SLO 2.1 define word meaning in semantics,

SLO 2.2 explain the factors that influence word meaning such as context, usage, and cultural
background,

SLO 2.3 illustrate word meaning with examples from everyday communication,

SLO 2.4 define sentence meaning in semantics,

SLO 2.5 distinguish between word meaning and sentence meaning,

SLO 2.6 demonstrate sentence meaning through practical illustrations in communication,
SLO 2.7 define semantic markedness,

SLO 2.8 describe examples of marked and unmarked forms, and

SLO 2.9 apply the concept of semantic markedness to the analysis of meaning.

2.1 Word Meaning In Semantics

2.1.1 Definition of word meaning

Word meaning refers to the sense orconeept that a word conveys in communication. It is the
semantic content associated with a-word, which allows speakers and listeners to interpret and use
it appropriately. For example, the word book refers to a collection of written or printed pages
bound together, but in another context, it may mean to reserve a place or service.

Fill in the blank: The word book can mean a collection of pages or to a place or service.

POLYSEMY: ONE WORD, MULTIPLE MEANINGS

How Context Shapes Understanding

[ERE Book

Meaning 1: Meaning 2:
Physical Object Reserve Action
« Read a fascinating book * Book a flight
« Buy a new book + Book a table
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2.1.2 Factors influencing word meaning
Word meaning is not fixed; it is influenced by several factors:

Context: The situation in which a word is used determines its meaning. For example, bank
can mean a financial institution or the side of a river.

Usage: The way speakers commonly use a word shapes its meaning. Slang and idiomatic
expressions often change word meanings.

Cultural background: Cultural associations can affect interpretation. For instance, the word
tea may mean a beverage in one culture but gossip in another.

Fill in the blank: The word bank can mean a financial institution or the side of a

Factor Description Example: "Green"

At a golf course: The grass around
the hole.

The physical or linguistic
Context environment surrounding the
word.

At an environmental rally:
Sustainable/Eco-friendly.

In finance: "Green" refers to
cash/money.

How a word is habitually used

Usage by specific groups or in specific
(Pragmatics) Y SPS group p
Situations.
In a kitchen: Refers to unripened
fruit or vegetables.
In many Western cultures:
Represents envy ("green with
Ciiltural The's.omal Valu§s, hlstqry, and envy").
traditions associated with a
Background
word.
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Factor Description Example: "Green"

In several Middle Eastern
cultures: Often represents fertility
and paradise.

Table 2.1: Factors influencing word meaning.

2.1.3 Examples of word meaning in everyday communication

Word meaning becomes clearer when applied to everyday communication. For instance, the
word /ight can mean illumination, not heavy, or even a source of energy.Learners should pay
attention to how words are used in sentences to determine the intended meaning.

Fill in the blank: The word /ight can mean illuminationor  in weight.
Lingustics | | | ‘
YA 1. lumination: LIGHT 3. Color

e @ “Turn on the light.” OER Lingdstics
— *sunlight” =

2. Weight:
*light as a feather,"
alight snack

Plate 2.1: Examples of word meaning in everyday communication.

Pilot questions 2.1
Define word meaning in semantics.

Fill in the blank: The word book can mean a collection of pages or to a place or
service.

State one factor that influences word meaning.
Fill in the blank: The word bank can mean a financial institution or the side of a

Give one example of word meaning in everyday communication.
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2.2 Sentence Meaning In Semantics

2.2.1 Definition of sentence meaning

Sentence meaning refers to the semantic content conveyed by a complete sentence, rather than
by individual words. It is the interpretation that arises when words are combined according to
grammatical rules and contextual factors. For example, the sentence The boy kicked the ball
conveys an action involving a subject (the boy) and an object (the ball).

Fill in the blank: Sentence meaning refers to the semantic content conveyed by a complete

COMPOSTIONAL SEMANTICS:
BUILDING SENTENCE MEANING

How Words Combine to Form Complex Ideas

1. SUBJECT 2. VERB 3. OBJECT

(Who/What does + (The Action) (Who/What receives
the action?) 3 the action?)

1 - > =

The cat chased the mouse
A student studied stoud
The old house linguistics on the hill

Result: Sentence Meaning
- The cat chased the mouse.

- linguistics.
- A student studied stood on the hill.

Open Educational Resources (OER) for Semantics & Lingulstics

Figure 2.2: Sentence meaning in semantics.

2.2.2 Difference between word meaning and sentence meaning

While word meaning focuses on the sense of individual words, sentence meaning arises from
the combination-of words in a structured way. For instance, the word run means to move quickly
on foot, but in the sentence She runs a company, the meaning shifts to managing or directing.
Sentence meaning therefore depends on both the meanings of words and their arrangement in
context.

Fill in the blank: The word run means to move quickly, but in the sentence She runs a company,
it means to a company.

Feature Word Meaning (Lexical) Sentence Meaning (Compositional)
The individual concept or The complex proposition formed by
Definition | "sense" assigned to a single combining words according to
linguistic unit. grammatical rules.
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Feature Word Meaning (Lexical) Sentence Meaning (Compositional)

Found in the mental lexicon or Derived from the arrangement of words

Source a dictionary. (Syntax) and their relationships.

Relatively stable, though
Stability subject to polysemy (multiple
meanings).

Highly flexible; can express infinite unique
thoughts.

"The bank is open": Communicates.a
specific state of a specific place at a
specific time.

"Bank': Can mean a financial

Example . ) .
P institution or the side of a river.

Table 2.2: Difference between word meaning and sentence meaning.

2.2.3 lllustrations of sentence meaning in communication

Sentence meaning is crucial in everyday communication because it determines how messages are
interpreted. For example, It is raining cats and dogs does not literally mean animals are falling
from the sky, but rather that it is raining heavily. Such examples show how sentence meaning
often goes beyond the literal meanings of words to convey figurative or idiomatic expressions.

Fill in the blank: The sentence [t is raining cats.and dogs means.it is raining

IDIOMIATIC EXPRESSIONS:
When Sentences Don't Mean What They Say
VL
IT IS RAINING ",’
O,__| CATS AND DOG :

Open Educational Resources (OER) for
Idioms & Figurative Language

Plate 2.2: Illustrations of sentence meaning in communication.

Pilot questions 2.2
Define sentence meaning in semantics.

Fill in the blank: Sentence meaning refers to the semantic content conveyed by a complete

State one difference between word meaning and sentence meaning.
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Fill in the blank: The word run means to move quickly, but in the sentence She runs a
company, it means to a company.

Give one example of sentence meaning in everyday communication.

2.3 Semantic Markedness

2.3.1 Definition of semantic markedness

Semantic markedness refers to the distinction between a neutral or default form (unmarked)
and a more specific or restricted form (marked) in language. The unmarked form is often
considered the basic or general term, while the marked form carries additional meaning or
restriction. For example, in the pair lion and lioness, lion is unmarked because it can refer to
either gender, while /ioness is marked because it specifies the female.

Fill in the blank: In the pair /ion and lioness, the word lioness is because it specifies the
female.

SEMANTIC MARKEDNESS: DEFAULT VS: SPECIFIC FORMS

How Language Priortizes Meaning

—>
Add Suffix /
/ Modifier

UNMARKED FORM MARKED FORM

« Specific, Gendered, etc.

LICTRESS
* Longer, Complex
« Lower-Frequency Usage :‘ﬁ':

G N
« Default, General /)

« Shorter, Simpler ACTOR
« High-Frequency Usage -0

/' Add Suffix
€— Modifier

Unmarked forms are the mental “default”; marked forms

add specific information like gender or number.

Open Educational Resources (OER) for Semantics & Linguistics

Figure 2.3: Semantic markedness in word pairs.

2.3.2 Examples of marked and unmarked forms
Markedness can be seen in many word pairs and grammatical structures:

Gender pairs: actor (unmarked) vs actress (marked).
Number pairs: child (unmarked) vs children (marked).
Tense pairs: walk (unmarked) vs walked (marked).

The unmarked form is usually more general and widely applicable, while the marked form adds
specificity.

Fill in the blank: In the pair walk and walked, the word walked is because it specifies
past tense.
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Category Unn(llz;il;zglgorm Mi(l;llizgﬂl‘:g; m Distinction Added
Gender Host Hostess Adds female gender suffix.
Gender Lion Lioness Adds female gender suffix.,
Number Book Books Adds plural morpheme "-s".
Tense Walk (Present/Base) | Walked (Past) Adds time-specifie suffix "-ed".
g | 105 el oy

Table 2.3: Examples of marked and unmarked forms.

2.3.3 Applications of semantic markedness in analysing meaning

Semantic markedness helps linguists and learners analyse how meaning is structured in
language. It shows which forms are considered basic and which add extra detail. For example, in
communication, using the unmarked form often implies generality, while the marked form
highlights specificity. Recognising markedness can therefore improve interpretation, translation,
and clarity in both spoken and written language:

Fill in the blank: Using the unmarked form often implies , while the marked form
highlights specificity.

ANTIC MARKEINESS:
LT VS. SPECIFIC FORMS

Open Educational Resources (OER) for Semantics & Linguistics

Plate 2.3: Applying semantic markedness in analysing meaning.
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Pilot questions 2.3
Define semantic markedness.

Fill in the blank: In the pair lion and lioness, the word lioness is because it specifies
the female.

Give one example of a marked and unmarked pair.

Fill in the blank: In the pair walk and walked, the word walked is because it specifies
past tense.

State one application of semantic markedness in analysing meaning.

Series Summary

This Series has guided you through the concepts of word meaning, sentence meaning, and
semantic markedness, showing how each contributes to the study of semantics. We began by
examining word meaning, defining it and identifying the factors that influence it such as context,
usage, and cultural background, before illustrating examples from everyday communication. We
then moved on to sentence meaning, where we defined.it, distinguished it from word meaning,
and explored how sentences convey meaning in both literal and figurative ways. Finally, we
studied semantic markedness, considering marked and unmarked forms and their applications in
analysing meaning.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define and explain word meaning (SLO
2.1, SLO 2.2), illustrate it with practical.examples (SLO 2.3), define sentence meaning and
distinguish it from word meaning (SLO 2.4, SLO 2.5), demonstrate sentence meaning in
communication (SLO 2.6), define semantic markedness and describe marked and unmarked
forms (SLO 2.7, SLO 2.8), and-apply the concept of markedness to meaning analysis (SLO 2.9).
These outcomes ensure that you can confidently analyse meaning at both word and sentence
levels, while also recognising how markedness shapes interpretation in language.

Glossary of Terms

context — The situation or environment in which a word or sentence is used, which influences its
meaning.

cultural background — The traditions, values, and practices of a community that shape how
words and expressions are interpreted.

sentence meaning — The semantic content conveyed by a complete sentence, arising from the
combination of words in a structured way.

semantic markedness — The distinction between an unmarked (neutral or general) form and a
marked (specific or restricted) form in language.

unmarked form — The basic or general version of a word or expression, often used as the
default.

-
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marked form — The specific or restricted version of a word or expression that adds detail or
limitation.

usage — The way speakers commonly employ words, which influences their meaning, including
slang and idiomatic expressions.

word meaning — The sense or concept that a word conveys in communication, which may vary
depending on context, usage, and culture.

Concept Check Questions [Series 2]
Objective Questions

Which of the following best defines word meaning? (Linked to SLO 2.1) A. The grammatical
structure of a sentence B. The sense or concept a word conveys in communication C. The
cultural background of a speaker D. The logical connection between sentences

Which factor influences word meaning when the same word is used differently in various
situations? (Linked to SLO 2.2) A. Usage B. Context C. Markedness D. Syntax

Which of the following is an example of semanti¢c markedness? (Linked to SLO 2.8) A. Book
vs novel B. Lion vs lioness C. Run vs walk'D. Table vs chair

Short-Answer Questions

Define word meaning in semantics. (Linked to SLO 2.1)

State one factor that influences word meaning. (Linked to SLO 2.2)

Give one example of sentence meaning in everyday communication. (Linked to SLO 2.6)
Distinguish between word meaning and sentence meaning. (Linked to SLO 2.5)

Define semantic markedness. (Linked to SLO 2.7)

Provide one example of a marked and unmarked pair. (Linked to SLO 2.8)
Long-Answer Questions

Analyse how context, usage, and cultural background influence word meaning. (Linked to SLO
2.2,SLO2.3)

Evaluate the importance of sentence meaning in communication compared to word meaning.
(Linked to SLO 2.4, SLO 2.5, SLO 2.6)

Discuss the role of semantic markedness in analysing meaning, with examples. (Linked to SLO
2.7,SLO2.8, SLO 2.9)

Design a short exercise that helps learners practise identifying marked and unmarked forms.
(Linked to SLO 2.9)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2]
Objective Questions

-
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B. The sense or concept a word conveys in communication
B. Context
B. Lion vs lioness
Short-Answer Questions
Word meaning is the sense or concept that a word conveys in communication.
One factor is context.
Example: It is raining cats and dogs means it is raining heavily.

Word meaning refers to individual words, while sentence meaning arises from the combination
of words in a structured way.

Semantic markedness is the distinction between unmarked (neutral) and marked (specific) forms
in language.

Example: actor (unmarked) vs actress (marked).
Long-Answer Questions
10. Influence of context, usage, and cultural background on word meaning

Basic response: Word meaning changes depending on context, usage, and cultural
background.

Value-added response: For example, bank can mean a financial institution or riverbank
depending on context; slang usage can alter meanings; and cultural background can give
words additional interpretations such as tea meaning gossip in some communities.

11. Importance of sentence meaning compared to word meaning

Basic response: Sentence meaning conveys complete ideas, while word meaning focuses on
individual words.

Value-added response: Sentence meaning is crucial for communication because it integrates
word meanings into coherent messages, including idiomatic and figurative expressions
that go beyond literal word meanings.

12. Role of semantic markedness in analysing meaning

Basic response: Markedness helps distinguish between general and specific forms, such as
lion (unmarked) and lioness (marked).

Value-added response: It also aids in translation, interpretation, and understanding cultural
nuances, as marked forms often highlight specificity, while unmarked forms imply
generality.

13. Designing an exercise for marked and unmarked forms

Basic response: Learners can list pairs such as child vs children and identify which is marked

and unmarked.
)
De-a)
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Value-added response: A more advanced exercise could involve analysing sentences to see
how markedness changes meaning, for example comparing actor vs actress in different
contexts.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2]
2.1 Word meaning in semantics
Word meaning is the sense or concept that a word conveys in communication.
Reserve.
Context.
River.
Example: The word /ight can mean illumination or not heavy.
2.2 Sentence meaning in semantics
Sentence meaning is the semantic content conveyed by a complete sentence.
Sentence.

Word meaning refers to individual‘words, while sentence meaning arises from the
combination of words in a structured way.

Manage.
Example: It is raining cats and dogs means it 1s raining heavily.
2.3 Semantic markedness

Semantic markedness is the distinction between unmarked (neutral) and marked (specific)
forms in language.

Marked.
Example: actor (unmarked) vs actress (marked).
Marked.

It helps m analysing meaning by showing which forms are general and which add specificity.
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Hlustrations (Figures, Plates, Tables, and Boxes)

Figure 2.1: Word meaning in semantics — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a diagram
showing the word "book"” with two meanings: a physical object and the action of
reserving. Tool: Microsoft Copilot Studio. Search string: "word meaning semantics
diagram OER linguistics".

Table 2.1: Factors influencing word meaning — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a table
listing factors influencing word meaning (context, usage, cultural background) with
examples. Search string: "factors influencing word meaning semantics chart OER
linguistics".

Plate 2.1: Examples of word meaning in everyday communication — Al-generated. Prompt:
Create an illustration of a teacher explaining multiple meanings of the word "light" to
students. Search string: "word meaning semantics classroom OER linguistics".

Figure 2.2: Sentence meaning in semantics — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a diagram
showing how words combine to form sentence meaning, usingsubject, verb, and object.
Search string: "sentence meaning semantics diagram OER linguistics".

Table 2.2: Difference between word meaning and sentence meaning — Al-generated. Prompt:
Generate a table comparing word meaning and sentence meaning with definitions and
examples. Search string: "difference between word meaning and sentence meaning chart
OER semantics".

Plate 2.2: Illustrations of sentence meaning in communication — Al-generated. Prompt:
Create an illustration.of a teacher explaining idiomatic expressions like "It is raining
cats and dogs" to students. Search string: "sentence meaning idiomatic expressions
classroom OER semantics".

Figure 2.3: Semantic markedness in word pairs — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a diagram
showing marked and unmarked forms, e.g., lion vs lioness, actor vs actress. Search
stringy "semantic markedness diagram OER linguistics".

Table 2.3 Examplesiof marked and unmarked forms — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a
table listing examples of marked and unmarked forms in gender, number, and tense pairs.
Search string: "marked and unmarked forms examples chart OER semantics".

Plate 2.3: Applying semantic markedness in analysing meaning — Al-generated. Prompt:
Create an illustration of students comparing marked and unmarked forms in words and
sentences during a classroom discussion. Search string: "semantic markedness classroom
practice OER linguistics".

Attribution Notes

All illustrations were Al-generated using prompts designed for educational purposes, with
Microsoft Copilot Studio or equivalent generative platforms.
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Suggested search strings point to open educational resources (OER) to ensure learners can
access freely available diagrams, images, and tables for study.

Textual references provide authoritative sources for the theoretical and practical frameworks
discussed in Series 2.

Course code: ENG 304
Course title: Introduction to Semantics
Course credit load: 2 Units
Series 1: Sense Properties and Sense Relations in Semantics
Series 2: Word Meaning, Sentence Meaning, and Semantic Markedness
Series 3: General Framework of Linguistic Semantics
Series 4: Basic Semantic Theories — Componential Analysis
Series 5: Basic Semantic Theories — Meaning Postulates and Transformational Generative
Semantics
Proposed Outline for Series 3
Part 3.1 Foundations of linguistic semantics
3.1.1 Definition and scope of linguistic semantics
3.1.2 Key concepts and principles
3.1.3 Importance of semantics in language study
Part 3.2 Major approaches to semantics
3.2.1 Formal semantics
3.2.2 Lexical semantics
3.2.3 Pragmatic perspectives
Part 3.3 Applications of semantic frameworks
3.3.1 Analysing meaning in communication

3.3.2 Implications for translation and interpretation
3.3.3 Role in language teaching and learning
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Introduction

In the last Series, we examined word meaning, sentence meaning, and semantic markedness, which
helped us understand how meaning is constructed at different levels of language. Building on that
foundation, this Series turns to the general framework of linguistic semantics. A framework
provides the structure and approaches through which meaning can be studied, making it essential
for learners who wish to grasp both the theoretical and practical dimensions of semantics.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the foundational principles, major approaches, and
practical applications of linguistic semantics, equipping you with the ability to analyse meaning
systematically and apply semantic frameworks in real contexts.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the foundations of linguistic semantics, including its
definition, scope, and importance in language study. Next, we will move on to major approaches
to semantics, considering formal, lexical, and pragmatic perspectives. Finally, we will wrap up by

examining applications of semantic frameworks, focusing on how they are used in communication,
translation, interpretation, and language teaching.

Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

SLO 3.1 define linguistic semantics and explain its.scope,

SLO 3.2 identify and describe key concepts and principles of linguistic semantics,

SLO 3.3 analyse the importance of semantics in the study of language,

SLO 3.4 explain the formal approach to semantics,

SLO 3.5 describe the lexical approach to semantics,

SLO 3.6 outline pragmatic perspectives in semantics,

SLO 3.7 apply semantic frameworks to the analysis of meaning in communication,

SLO 3.8 evaluate the implications of semantic frameworks for translation and interpretation, and

SLO 3.9 demonstrate how semantic frameworks can be used in language teaching and learning.

-
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3.1 Foundations Of Linguistic Semantics
3.1.1 Definition and scope of linguistic semantics

Linguistic semantics is the study of meaning in language. It focuses on how words, phrases,‘and
sentences convey meaning, and how speakers and listeners interpret these meanings in
communication. The scope of semantics includes examining literal meanings, figurative uses, and
the relationships between linguistic forms and the concepts they represent.

Fill in the blank: Linguistic semantics is the study of in language.

THE SCOPE OF LINGUISTIC SEMANTICS:

From Words to Discourse

Building Meaning

© ] "
WORD SENTENCE Q
SEMANTICS SEMANTICS
(Lexical) (Compositional)

2. PHARSE SEMANTICS 3. SENTENCE SEMANTICS 4. DISCOURSE SEMANTICS

+ Meaning of small « Meaning of complete ~ + Meaning in connected
groups of words thoughts text/conversation

+ e, tall tree) quickly run  « e.g. The tall tree sways.’ - eg. Paraagahs,
Dialgoues, Narratives

Semantics is the study of meaning
all levels of language structure.

Open Educational Resources (OER) for Semantics & Lingulstics

« Individual word
meanings

- e.g, 'tree’, run’, happy

Figure 3.1: Scope of linguistic semantics.
3.1.2 Key concepts and principles
Several key concepts underpin linguistic semantics:

Meaning: The sense or interpretation conveyed by linguistic expressions.

Reference: The relationship between words and the objects or ideas they denote.

Sense relations: The connections between words and sentences, such as synonymy, antonymy,
and entailment.

Compositionality: The principle that the meaning of a sentence is determined by the meanings
of its parts and their arrangement.

Fill in the blank: The principle of states that the meaning of a sentence is determined by
the meanings of its parts and their arrangement.
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Concept Definition Key Question

. The conceptual content or ideas What does this symbol
Meaning . .
communicated by a linguistic sign. represent?
The relationship between a word/phrase . . wiE
Reference and the specific entity it points to in the Which specific *thing

i 9
real world. are we talking about?

The logical connections between words or
Sense Relations sentences based on their meanings (e.g.,
synonymy, entailment).

How does this word
relate to other words?

The principle that the meaning of an How do these pieces fit
Compositionality | expression is determined by the meanings together to make a new
of its parts and its structure. idea?

Table 3.1: Key concepts in linguistic semantics.
3.1.3 Importance of semantics in language study

Semantics is important because it helps us understand how communication works beyond grammar
and vocabulary. It explains how meaning is generated, interpreted, and sometimes misunderstood.
For example, semantics clarifies why idiomatic. expressions such as kick the bucket mean
something different from their literal words. It also supports fields such as translation, language
teaching, and computational linguistics.

Fill in the blank: The idiomatic expression kick the bucket means to , not literally to kick a
bucket.
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IDIOMIATIC EXPRESSIONS:
When Sentences Don't Mean What They Say

; OFR
Meaning: Ts raining ° o
To die.

Ah, | seel Q-

a/me

Open Educational Resources (OER) for
Idioms & Figurative Language

Plate 3.1: Importance of semantics in language study.
Pilot questions 3.1

Define linguistic semantics.

Fill in the blank: Linguistic semantics is the study of in language.
State one key concept in linguistic semanties.
Fill in the blank: The prineiple of states that the meaning of a sentence is determined

by the meanings of its parts and their arrangement.
Give one reason why semantics is important in language study.

3.2 Major Approaghes To'Semantics
3.2.1 Formal semantics

Formal semantics is an approach that uses logic and mathematical structures to explain how
meaning is derived from language. It treats sentences as expressions that can be analysed using
formal rules, often drawing on symbolic logic to represent meaning precisely. This approach is
particularly useful in clarifying ambiguity and ensuring consistency in interpretation.

Fillin the blank: Formal semantics often uses logic to represent meaning precisely.
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FORMAL SEMANTICS: LOGIC & LANGUAGE

Representing Meaning with Symbols

Translation Process

2. Symbolic Logic Representation

e ox (Dog(x) - Bark(x))

3. Intertetation

Logical Truth
& Relationships

™ ox: Forall x
All dogs bark. Dog: (Dog(x): x is a dog.
- :implies

Open Educational Resources (OER) for Formal Sementics & Linguistics

Figure 3.2: Formal semantics representation.
3.2.2 Lexical semantics

Lexical semantics focuses on the meaning of individual words and their relationships to one
another. It studies phenomena such as synonymy (words with similar meanings), antonymy
(words with opposite meanings), and polysemy (words with multiple related meanings). Lexical
semantics helps explain how words contribute to overall sentence meaning and how vocabulary is
organised in the mental lexicon.

Fill in the blank: The study of words with opposite meanings is called .

Relationship Definition Examples

Purchase | Buy

Twoor more words with very closely

Synonymy related meanings that can often be
interchanged.
Quick / Fast
Hot / Cold
Two words with opposite meanings,
Antonymy often representing two ends of a scale
or binary.
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Relationship Definition Examples

Alive | Dead

"Head": Your physical head,
the head of a company, or the
head of a bed.

A single word that has multiple related

Polysem : .
ysemy meanings based on its core concept.

Table 3.2: Key phenomena in lexical semantics.
3.2.3 Pragmatic perspectives

Pragmatic perspectives in semantics emphasise how meaning is influenced by context, speaker
intention, and social interaction. Unlike formal and lexical/semantics, pragmatics looks at how
meaning goes beyond literal interpretation. For example, the sentence Can you pass the salt? is
not just a question about ability but a polite request. Pragmatic perspectives highlight the
importance of shared knowledge, cultural norms, and conversational cues in shaping meaning.

Fill in the blank: The sentence Can you pass the salt? is.interpreted as a polite rather than
a question about ability.

PRAGMAMTIC MEANING: BEYOND THE LITERAL

Literal Meaning (Semantics):
A question about ability)

Can you pass the X :
salt? Intended Meaning (Pragrantics):
? g A polite request.
o
v \e

4

Open Educational Resources (OER) for

Pragatics & Discurse Analysis

Plate 3.2: Pragmatic perspectives in semantics.
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Pilot questions 3.2

Define formal semantics.

Fill in the blank: Formal semantics often uses logic to represent meaning precisely.

Define lexical semantics.

Fill in the blank: The study of words with opposite meanings is called

Define pragmatic perspectives in semantics.

Fill in the blank: The sentence Can you pass the salt? is interpreted as a polite rather
than a question about ability.

3.3 Applications Of Semantic Frameworks
3.3.1 Analysing meaning in communication

Semantic frameworks provide tools for examining how meaning is conveyed in everyday
communication. By applying concepts such as compositionality, lexical relations, and pragmatic
perspectives, we can analyse how speakers construct messages and how listeners interpret them.
For example, the phrase green house can mean a house painted green, while greenhouse refers to
a glass structure for growing plants. Semantic analysis helps us distinguish between such
meanings.

Fill in the blank: The phrase green house refers to a house painted green, while greenhouse refers
toa for growing plants.

SEMENTIC ANALYSIS: TWO WORDS, TWO MEANINGS

How Space Changes Meaning

1. “GREEN HOUSE” 2. “GREENGHEUSE”
(Compositional Meaning) (Lexical/Compouding Meaning)

L n mantic sis YW
??n I Semantic Analy: ) 3 }_ : ﬂ

* Literal meaning derived from parts » New meaning from combined words
* A building for growing plants
» ‘Green’ (color) + ‘House (building) « Asingle specialized concept
Refers a house painted green

5

Open Educational Resources (OER) for Semantics & Lingulstics

Figure 3.3: Analysing meaning in communication.
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3.3.2 Implications for translation and interpretation

Semantic frameworks are vital in translation and interpretation because they highlight how
meaning can shift across languages. Translators must consider not only word meanings but also
sentence structures, idiomatic expressions, and cultural contexts. For instance, the English idiom
spill the beans cannot be translated literally into another language without losing its figurative
meaning of revealing a secret. Semantic frameworks guide translators in finding equivalent
expressions that preserve meaning.

Fill in the blank: The idiom spill the beans means to a secret, not literally to spill beans:.

2 ®

IDIOMIATIC EXPRESSIONS &
TRANSLATION: Lost in Translation?

Figurative Meaning & Cross-Linglistic Challenges

English Figurative Translation
Idiom Meaning Challenge

Often culture-specific;

Spill a Beans Reveal a secret : | il
requires an equivalnt idiom.

Kick the Bucket To die

Break a Leg Good luck! Direct translation can on

offensive or meanlleness.

Open Educational Resources (OER) for Semantics & Lingulstics

Table 3.3: Semantic challenges in translation.
3.3.3 Role in language teaching and learning

Semantic frameworks also play a crucial role in language teaching and learning. Teachers use them
to explain how meaning is structured, helping learners grasp vocabulary, sentence construction,
and figurative language. For example, teaching antonyms and synonyms through lexical semantics
improves vocabulary acquisition, while pragmatic perspectives help learners understand polite
requests . and cultural nuances. Applying semantic frameworks makes language learning more
effective and meaningful.

Fill in the blank: Teaching antonyms and synonyms through lexical semantics improves
acquisition.

MET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



LEXICAL RELATIOSHIPS:
Synnyyms & Antnyyms

== SYNONYMS ANTONYMS
B, (Simiar Meanings) (Oppast Meaninge)

H

Ly — X

. ‘m =LARGE, HOT vs. COLD,
Y ART = BEGIN UP vs. DOWN

[ 4
Context
Matters!

Open Educational Resources (OER) for Semantics & Lingulstics*

Plate 3.3: Role of semantic frameworks in language teaching.
Pilot questions 3.3

Give one example of how semantic frameworks help in analysing meaning in communication.
Fill in the blank: The phrase green house refers to a house painted green, while greenhouse

refers to a for growing plants.
State one implication of semanti¢ frameworks for translation.
Fill in the blank: The idiom spill the beans means to a secret, not literally to spill beans.

Explain one role of semantic frameworks in language teaching and learning.
Fill in the blank: Teaching antonyms and synonyms through lexical semantics improves
acquisition,

Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to the general framework of linguistic semantics, highlighting its
relevance as a foundation for understanding how meaning is studied and applied in language. We
began by exploring the definition and scope of linguistic semantics, identifying key concepts such
as meaning, reference, sense relations, and compositionality, and emphasising its importance in
language study. We then examined major approaches to semantics, including formal semantics,
lexical semantics, and pragmatic perspectives, each offering unique insights into how meaning is
structured and interpreted. Finally, we considered practical applications of semantic frameworks,
focusing on their role in analysing communication, supporting translation and interpretation, and
enhancing language teaching and learning.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define and explain the scope of linguistic
semantics (SLO 3.1), identify and describe its key concepts and principles (SLO 3.2), analyse its
importance in language study (SLO 3.3), explain formal, lexical, and pragmatic approaches (SLO
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3.4-3.6), apply semantic frameworks to communication analysis (SLO 3.7), evaluate their
implications for translation and interpretation (SLO 3.8), and demonstrate their role in language
teaching and learning (SLO 3.9). These outcomes ensure that you can confidently engage with
both theoretical and practical aspects of semantics, making this Series a vital step in your study of
language.

Glossary of Terms
antonymy — The relationship between words that have opposite meanings, such as /ot and cold.

compositionality — The principle that the meaning of a sentence is determined by the meanings of
its parts and the way they are arranged.

formal semantics — An approach to semantics that uses logic and mathematical structures to
represent and analyse meaning precisely.

lexical semantics — The study of word meanings and their relationships, including synonymy,
antonymy, and polysemy.

linguistic semantics — The study of meaning in language, focusing on how words, phrases, and
sentences convey meaning.

marked form — A specific or restricted version of a word or expression that adds detail or
limitation, such as lioness compared to lion.

meaning — The sense or interpretation conveyed by linguistic expressions.

polysemy — The phenomenon where a single word has multiple related meanings, such as light
meaning illumination or not heavy.

pragmatic perspectives — An approach to semantics that considers how meaning is influenced by
context, speaker intention, and social interaction.

reference — The relationship between words and the objects, ideas, or concepts they denote.

sense relations — The connections between words and sentences, such as synonymy, antonymy,
and entailment.

synonymy — The relationship between words that have similar meanings, such as big and large.
ynonymy p

unmarked form — The neutral or general version of a word or expression, often used as the default,
such as /ion compared to lioness.

-
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Concept Check Questions [Series 3]
Objective Questions

Which of the following best defines linguistic semantics? (Linked to SLO 3.1) A. The study
of grammar rules B. The study of meaning in language C. The study of cultural traditions
D. The study of phonetics

Which principle states that the meaning of a sentence is determined by the meanings of its
parts and their arrangement? (Linked to SLO 3.2) A. Reference B.-Synonymy C.
Compositionality D. Pragmatics

Which of the following is an example of lexical semantics? (Linked to SLO 3.5) A. Analysing
idioms in translation B. Studying synonyms and antonyms C. Representing sentences in
symbolic logic D. Examining polite requests in conversation

Short-Answer Questions

Define linguistic semantics. (Linked to SLO 3.1)

State one key concept in linguistic semantics. (Linked to SLO 3:2)

Analyse why semantics is important in language study. (Linked to SLO 3.3)

Explain formal semantics. (Linked to SLO3.4)

Give one example of polysemy in lexical semantics. (Linked to SLO 3.5)

Describe how pragmatic perspectives influence meaning. (Linked to SLO 3.6)

Provide one example of how semantic frameworks help in communication analysis. (Linked to
SLO 3.7)

State one implication of semantic frameworks for translation. (Linked to SLO 3.8)

Explain one role of semantic frameworks in language teaching. (Linked to SLO 3.9)

Long-Answer Questions

Analyse the scope of linguistic semantics, including its key concepts and principles. (Linked to
SLO 3.1-3.3)

Compare and contrast formal semantics, lexical semantics, and pragmatic perspectives. (Linked to
SLO 3.4-3.6)

Evaluate the importance of semantic frameworks in translation and interpretation, with examples.
(Linked to SLO 3.8)

Discuss how semantic frameworks can be applied in language teaching and learning. (Linked to
SLO 3.9)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3]
Objective Questions
B. The study of meaning in language

C. Compositionality
B. Studying synonyms and antonyms

-
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Short-Answer Questions

Linguistic semantics is the study of meaning in language.

One key concept is reference.

Semantics is important because it explains how meaning is generated, interpreted, and sometimes
misunderstood in communication.

Formal semantics uses logic and mathematical structures to represent meaning precisely.
Example: /ight meaning illumination or not heavy.

Pragmatic perspectives show how meaning is shaped by context, speaker intention, and social
interaction.

Example: Distinguishing between green house (a house painted green) and greenhouse (a glass
structure for plants).

Semantic frameworks highlight how idioms and figurative language must be translated carefully
to preserve meaning.

They help learners understand vocabulary, sentence construction, and cultural nuances.

Long-Answer Questions
13. Scope of linguistic semantics

Basic response: Linguistic semantics studies meaning at word, phrase, and sentence levels,
focusing on concepts such as meaning, reference, sense relations, and compositionality.

Value-added response: It also extends to discourse and cultural contexts, showing how
semantics interacts with pragmatics and supports applications in translation, teaching, and
computational linguistics.

14. Comparing approaches

Basic response: Formal semantics uses logic, lexical semantics studies word relations, and
pragmatic petspectives emphasise context.

Value-added response: Formal semantics ensures precision, lexical semantics explains
vocabulary - organisation, and pragmatics highlights cultural and social influences.
Together, they provide a comprehensive view of meaning.

15. Importance in translation
Basic response: Semantic frameworks help translators preserve meaning across languages,
especially with idioms.
Value-added response: They also guide interpretation of figurative language, cultural
references, and sentence structures, ensuring accuracy and clarity in multilingual
communication.

16. Application in teaching

Basic response: Teachers use semantic frameworks to explain vocabulary and sentence

meaning.
o
-
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Value-added response: They also apply pragmatic perspectives to teach politeness strategies
and cultural nuances, making language learning more effective and contextually relevant.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]

3.1

3.2

33

Foundations of linguistic semantics

Linguistic semantics is the study of meaning in language.

Meaning.

Compositionality.

Compositionality.

It is important because it explains how meaning is generated, interpreted, and sometimes
misunderstood in communication.

Major approaches to semantics

Formal semantics uses logic and mathematical structures to represent meaning.

Symbolic.

Lexical semantics studies word meanings and their relationships.

Antonymy.

Pragmatic perspectives emphasisehow meaning is influenced by context, speaker intention,
and social interaction.

Request.

Applications of semantic frameworks

Example: Distinguishing between green house (a house painted green) and greenhouse (a glass
structure for plants):

Glass structure.

Semantic frameworks highlight' how idioms and figurative language must be translated
carefully to preserve meaning.

Reveal.

They help learners understand vocabulary, sentence construction, and cultural nuances.

Vocabulary.

References and Attributions [Series 3]

Textual References

-

Crystal, D. (2003). The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language (2nd ed.).
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Lyons, J. (1995). Linguistic Semantics: An Introduction. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Saeed, J. I. (2016). Semantics (4th ed.). Oxford: Wiley Blackwell.
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Hlustrations (Figures, Plates, Tables, and Boxes)

Figure 3.1: Scope of linguistic semantics — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a diagram
showing the scope of linguistic semantics, including word, phrase, sentence, and
discourse levels. Tool: Microsoft Copilot Studio. Search string: "scope of linguistic
semantics diagram OER linguistics".

Table 3.1: Key concepts in linguistic semantics — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a table
listing key concepts in linguistic semantics (meaning, reference, sense relations,
compositionality) with definitions. Search string: "key concepts indinguistic semantics
chart OER".

Plate 3.1: Importance of semantics in language study — Al-generated. Prompt: Create an
illustration of a teacher explaining idiomatic expressions like 'kick the bucket' to
students. Search string: "importance of semantics idiomatic expressions classroom OER
linguistics".

Figure 3.2: Formal semantics representation — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a diagram
showing a sentence represented in symbolic logic, e.g., 'All dogs bark' as Vx (Dog(x) —
Bark(x)). Search string: "formal.semantics symbolic logic diagram OER linguistics".

Table 3.2: Key phenomena in lexical semantics — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a table
listing synonymy, antonymy, and polysemy with definitions and examples. Search string:
"lexical semantics synonymyantonymy polysemy chart OER linguistics".

Plate 3.2: Pragmatic perspectives in semantics — Al-generated. Prompt: Create an
illustration of people at-a dinner.table where one says 'Can you pass the salt?' and
another interprets it as a request. Search string: "pragmatic semantics request example
OER linguistics".

Figure 3.3: Analysing meaningin communication — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a
diagram showing semantic analysis of 'green house' versus 'greenhouse’ with meanings
illustrated. Search string: "semantic analysis communication examples diagram OER
linguistics':

Table 3.3: Semantic challenges in translation — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a table
listing idioms (e.g., 'spill the beans’, 'kick the bucket') with figurative meanings and
translation challenges. Search string: "semantic frameworks translation idioms chart
OER linguistics".

Plate 3.3: Role of semantic frameworks in language teaching — Al-generated. Prompt: Create
an illustration of a teacher explaining synonyms and antonyms to students in a classroom
setting. Search string: "semantic frameworks language teaching classroom OER
linguistics".

-
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Attribution Notes

All illustrations were Al-generated using prompts designed for educational purposes, with
Microsoft Copilot Studio or equivalent generative platforms.

Suggested search strings point to open educational resources (OER) to ensure learners can
access freely available diagrams, images, and tables for study.

Textual references provide authoritative sources for the theoretical and practical frameworks
discussed in Series 3.

Course code: ENG 304

Course title: Introduction to Semantics

Course credit load: 2 Units

Series 1: Sense Properties and Sense Relations in Semantics

Series 2: Word Meaning, Sentence Meaning, and Semantic Markedness
Series 3: General Framework of Linguistic Semantics

Series 4: Basic Semantic Theories <~ Componential Analysis

Series 5: Basic Semantic Theories — Meaning Postulates and Transformational Generative
Semantics

Proposed Outline for Series 4
Part 4.1 Introduction to componential analysis

4.1.1 Definition and scope of componential analysis

4.1.2 Historical background and development

4.1.3 Importance-of componential analysis in semantics
Part 4.2 Principles of componential analysis

4.2.1 Semantic features and distinctive components

4.2.2 Binary oppositions and feature matrices

4.2.3 Examples of componential analysis in word meaning

Part 4.3 Applications of componential analysis

4.3.1 Analysing kinship terms
4.3.2 Implications for translation and cross-cultural communication

-
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4.3.3 Role in language teaching and linguistic research

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored the general framework of linguistic semantics, examining its
foundations, major approaches, and practical applications. Building on that knowledge, this Series
introduces you to one of the basic semantic theories known as componential analysis. This theory
is important because it provides a systematic way of breaking down word meanings-into smaller
semantic features, helping us to understand how words are related and distinguished from one
another.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to define, explain, and apply componential
analysis in the study of semantics, enabling you to analyse word meanings more precisely and
appreciate its relevance in communication, translation, and language teaching.

We shall commence this Series by introducing componential analysis, including its definition,
scope, and historical background. Next, we will move on to the principles of componential
analysis, focusing on semantic features, binary oppositions, and. feature matrices, supported by
examples of how words can be analysed. Finally, we will wrap up by considering applications of
componential analysis, such as its usedn analysing kinship terms, its implications for translation
and cross-cultural communication, and its role in language teaching and linguistic research.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, youshould be able to:

SLO 4.1 define componential analysis and explain its scope,
SLO 4.2 describe the historical background and development of componential analysis,
SLO 4.3 analyse the importance of componential analysis in the study of semantics,
SLO 4.4 identify. semantic. features and distinctive components in word meaning,
SLO 4.5 explain the use of binary oppositions and feature matrices in componential analysis,
SLO 4.6 demonstraté, componential analysis through examples of word meaning,
SLO © 4.7 apply < componential analysis to the study of kinship terms,
SLO 4.8 evaluate the implications of componential analysis for translation and cross-cultural
communication, and
SLO 4.9 illustrate the role of componential analysis in language teaching and linguistic research.

4 Atroduction To Componential Analysis
4.1.1 Definition and scope of componential analysis

Componential analysis is a semantic theory that explains word meaning by breaking it down into
smaller units called semantic features. These features are distinctive components that help
differentiate one word from another. For example, the word man can be analysed as [+human],

-
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[+adult], [+male], while woman is [+human], [+adult], [-male]. This approach allows us to see

meaning as a structured set of features rather than a single whole.

Fill in the blank: The word woman can be analysed as [+human], [+adult], and male.

¢2  OER
OER Lingustics

COMPONIIENAL SEMANTICS:
Building Meaning with Features

1. Word: “MAN” 2. Word: “WOMAN
[EOP OB

« [+HUMAN e « [+HUMAN

« [+ADULT « [+ADULT

* [+MALE] * [-MALE]

Componieienal analysis breaks words down into
binary semantic features to define meaning.
Open Educational Resources (OER) for Semantics & Lingulstics

Figure 4.1: Componential analysis of man and woman
4.1.2 Historical background and development

Componential analysis emerged in the mid-20th century as linguists sought systematic ways to
study meaning. It'was influenced by structuralist approaches in linguistics, which emphasised
analysing language.as a system of interrelated parts. Scholars such as Roman Jakobson and others
applied the idea of distinctive features from phonology to semantics, showing that meanings could
also be broken down into smaller, contrasting elements.

Fill in the blank: Compenential analysis was influenced by structuralist approaches and the use of
features in phonology.

Scholar Contribution to Semantics

The "bridge" builder. He took the concept of distinctive features from the
Roman .

study of sounds (phonology) and proved that meaning could be analyzed
Jakobson . . -

using the same binary logic.
Louis A Danish structuralist who proposed that language has a "content plane"
Hjelmslev that can be subdivided into smaller, irreducible atoms of meaning.
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Scholar Contribution to Semantics

A translation theorist who used these features to solve practical problems,
Eugene Nida | such as translating kinship terms into languages that don't share the same
social structures.

Katz & In 1963, they integrated componential analysis into Generative Grammar,
Fodor attempting to create a mathematical "dictionary" for the human mind.

Box 4.1: Key figures in the development of componential analysis.
4.1.3 Importance of componential analysis in semantics

Componential analysis is important because it provides a precise way of describing word meanings
and their differences. It helps linguists identify subtle distinctions between words, making it useful
in areas such as translation, lexicography, and language teaching. For example, analysing kinship
terms like uncle and aunt reveals how gender and family relations are encoded in meaning. This
approach also supports cross-cultural studies, as different languages may use different sets of
features to describe similar concepts.

Fill in the blank: Analysing kinship terms such as uncle and aunt shows how and family
relations are encoded in meaning.

LINGISTIC SEMANTICS: Decestructing Meaning

@ KINISHP TERMS: Building
Family with Features

@ UNCLE

+PARENT'S SIBLING
+MALE

Open Educational Resources (OER) for Lingulstics & Cognition

Plate 4.1: Importance of componential analysis in semantics.
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Pilot questions 4.1

Define componential analysis.

Fill in the blank: The word woman can be analysed as [+human], [+adult], and male.

State one influence on the development of componential analysis.

Fill in the blank: Componential analysis was influenced by structuralist approaches and.the use
of features in phonology.

Give one reason why componential analysis is important in semantics.

Fill in the blank: Analysing kinship terms such as uncle and aunt shows how and
family relations are encoded in meaning.

4.2 Principles Of Componential Analysis
4.2.1 Semantic features and distinctive components

Semantic features are the basic units of meaning used in componential analysis. They are
distinctive components that describe the essential characteristics of a word. For example, the word
boy can be represented as [++human], [+male], [—adult], while gir/ is [+human], [-male], [—adult].
These features allow us to compare words systematically and identify how they differ.

Fill in the blank: The word boy can be represented as [+human], [+male], and adult.

COMPORMNIENAL SEMANTICS:
BUILDING MEANING WITH FEATURES

Analyzing Human-Terms with Binaing Features

Word [HUMAN] [ADULT [MALE]
Man . S . O + +
Woman o Gy i ot =
Boy + & - + - -
Girl + + - - + -

Componoienal analysis breaks words down into binary semantic
features to define meaning.

¥ ) : " Y
Open Educational Resources (OER) for Semantics & Lingulstics 5%

Table 4.1: Examples of semantic features in words.
4.2.2Binary oppositions and feature matrices
Componential analysis often uses binary oppositions, where features are expressed as either

positive (+) or negative (—). For example, [+male] versus [-male] distinguishes between masculine
and feminine terms. These oppositions can be organised into feature matrices, which are tables
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that display the features of several words side by side. This makes it easier to see similarities and
differences across related terms.

Fill in the blank: Binary oppositions express features as either positive (+) or ().

LINGISTIC SEMANTICS: Decestructing Meaning

BUILDING MEANIIING WITH FEATURES

Analyzing Human-Terms with Binaing Features

Word [HUMAN] [ADULT [MALE]
Man + + + o+ + 4+
Woman SR 1= + =
Boy + + - + - -
Girl S = = e

Componoienal analysis breaks words down into binary semantic
features to define meaning.

Open Educational Resources (OER) for Semantics & Lingulstics %

Figure 4.2: Feature matrix using binary oppesitions.
4.2.3 Examples of componential analysis in word:meaning

Componential analysis can be applied to.many types of words. For instance, kinship terms such as
father, mother, son, and daughter can be analysed using features like [+parent], [+male], and
[+adult]. Similarly, verbs can be distinguished by features such as [+motion] or [+state]. By
breaking down words into features, we gain a clearer understanding of how meanings are
structured and related.

Fill in the blank: The word father can be analysed as [+parent], [+male], and adult.
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LINGISTIC SEMANTICS: Decestructing Meaning

® @ KINISHP TERMS: Decoding
N Family Family with Features

@ FATHER

+PARENT'S MENT

N
= +MALE +ADULT +MALE  +ADUL
— +BLOOD/MADOPTIVE +BLOOD/MARRIAGE

@ OER
Open Educational Resources (OER) for Lingulstics & Cognition
Plate 4.2: Examples of componential analysis in word meaning.

Pilot questions 4.2

Define semantic features.

Fill in the blank: The word boy can be represented as [+human], [+male], and adult.
Explain binary oppositions in componential analysis.

Fill in the blank: Binary oppositions express features as either positive (+) or ().
What is a feature matrix?

Fill in the blank: The word father can be analysed as [+parent], [+male], and adult.

4.3 Applicationsi@f Componential Analysis
4.3.1 Analysing kinship terms

One of the most common applications of componential analysis is in the study of kinship terms.
Words such as father, mother, son, and daughter can be broken down into semantic features like
[+parent], [+male], [+adult], or [—adult]. This helps us understand how family relationships are
encoded in language and how different cultures may categorise kinship differently. For example,
some languages distinguish between maternal and paternal uncles, while others use a single term.

Fill in the blank: The word daughter can be analysed as [+human], [-male], and adult.
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LINGISTIC SEMANTICS: Decestructing Meaning

KINSFIHP TERMS:
KINSSHIP TERMS: Building Family with Features

Word LPARENTAL. | [MALE] | [ADuUIT]
Father + + + <+ + +
Mother 5P oap + - + -
Son + = & = =
Girl + o+ - -+ -

Componoienal analysis breaks words down into binary semantic

features, highlolghing meaning.

Open Educational Resources (OER) for Semantics & Lingulstics a“::_%

Table 4.2: Componential analysis of kinship terms.
4.3.2 Implications for translation and cross-cultural g@mmunication

Componential analysis is also valuable in translation and cross-cultural communication. By
breaking down meanings into features, translators can identify subtle differences between words
across languages. For instance, English uses the single word cousin, while other languages may
distinguish between male and female cousins or maternal and paternal cousins. Understanding
these distinctions ensures that translations are accurate and culturally appropriate.

Fill in the blank: English uses.the single word cousin, while other languages may distinguish
between male and cousins.

LINGIUISTIC SEMANTICS: Deonstructing Meaning

CROSS-CULTRAL KINSHIP:
The “Cousin” Conndum

Feature-Based Comparison: English vs. Mandarin Chinese

1. English: “COUSIN 2. Mandarin Chinese: Specific
Terms

° “BE o ‘R

(+MALE, (+MALE,

(+OLDER —OLDER
* [+CHILD OF A PARENT'S SIBLING = TRANSLATION & [LCHILDOFA  |* [+CHILD OF A

CHALLENGE SIBLING IT'S SIBLING
* [+SAME GENERATION * [+CHILDOFA  [* [+CHILD OF A
+BLOOD RELATION ENERATION ENERATION
BIBLING BELLING
* [+MALE] (Neutral/Not Specified)

KEY DIFFERENCE: Mandarin terms MUST specify gender & relative age.

Open Educational Resources (OER) for Lingulistics & Cognistion
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Figure 4.3: Cross-cultural differences in kinship terms.
4.3.3 Role in language teaching and linguistic research

In language teaching, componential analysis helps learners understand vocabulary more
systematically. Teachers can use feature matrices to explain differences between words, making it
easier for learners to grasp subtle distinctions. In linguistic research, componential analysis
provides a framework for studying how meanings are organised across languages, contributing to
fields such as lexicography and computational linguistics.

Fill in the blank: Teachers can use matrices to explain differences between words in
language teaching.

LINGISTIC SEMANTICS: Decestructing Meaning

VOCABULARY DIFFERENCES: Mapping
Mapping Meaning with Features

BUMAN] | paDuT | (wALE)
T E N D

Open Educational Resources (OER) for Lingulstics & Cogni

Plate 4.3: Componential analysis in language teaching.
Pilot questions 4.3

Give one example of how componential analysis is applied to kinship terms.

Fill in the blank: The word daughter can be analysed as [+human], [-male], and adult.
State one implication of componential analysis for translation.

Fillin the blank: English uses the single word cousin, while other languages may distinguish

between male and cousins.
Explain one role of componential analysis in language teaching.
Fill'in the blank: Teachers can use matrices to explain differences between words in

language teaching.
Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to componential analysis, one of the basic semantic theories that
explains word meaning by breaking it down into smaller semantic features. We began by defining
componential analysis, outlining its scope, and tracing its historical development, before
highlighting its importance in semantics. We then examined the principles of componential
analysis, focusing on semantic features, binary oppositions, and feature matrices, supported with
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practical examples. Finally, we explored its applications, including the analysis of kinship terms,
implications for translation and cross-cultural communication, and its role in language teaching
and linguistic research.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define and explain componential analysis
(SLO 4.1-4.2), analyse its importance in semantics (SLO 4.3), identify and explain semantic
features and binary oppositions (SLO 4.4—4.5), demonstrate its use through examples (SLO 4.6),
apply it to kinship terms (SLO 4.7), evaluate its implications for translation and communication
(SLO 4.8), and illustrate its role in teaching and research (SLO 4.9). These outcomes ensure that
you can confidently apply componential analysis both as a theoretical framework and as a practical
tool in the study of meaning.

Glossary of Terms

binary oppositions — A method in componential analysis where features are expressed as either
positive (+) or negative (—), used to distinguish between contrasting meanings such as male versus
female.

componential analysis — A semantic theory that explains word meaning by breaking it down into
smaller units called semantic features.

feature matrix — A table used in componential analysis to display the semantic features of several
words side by side, making similarities and differences clear.

kinship terms — Words that describe family relationships, such as father, mother, son, and
daughter, which can be analysed using semantic features.

semantic features — The basic units of meaning in componential analysis, expressed as distinctive
components that describe essential characteristics of a word (e.g., [+thuman], [+male], [-adult]).

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4]
4.1 Introduction to componential analysis

Componential analysis is a semantic theory that explains word meaning by breaking it into
smaller semantic features.

[-male].

Structuralist approaches in linguistics.

Distinctive features.

It provides a precise way of describing word meanings and their differences.

Gender.

-
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4.2 Principles of componential analysis

Semantic features are the basic units of meaning used to describe words.

[—adult].

Binary oppositions distinguish meanings by expressing features as positive (+) or negative/(=).
Negative.

A feature matrix is a table that displays the semantic features of several words side by side.
[+adult].

4.3 Applications of componential analysis

Example: Analysing father as [+parent], [+male], [+adult].

[—adult].

It highlights subtle differences across languages, ensuring accurate translations.
Female.

It helps teachers explain vocabulary distinctions systematically.

Feature matrices.

References and Attributions [Series 4]
Textual References

Lyons, J. (1995). Linguistic Semantics:.An Introduction. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Saeed, J. I. (2016). Semantics (4th ed.). Oxford: Wiley Blackwell.

Hurford, J. R., Heasley, B., & Smith, M. B. (2007). Semantics: A Coursebook (2nd ed.).
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Crystal, D. (2003). The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language (2nd ed.).
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Ilustrations (Figures, Plates, Tables, and Boxes)

Figure 4.1: Componential analysis of man and woman — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a
diagram showing componential analysis of 'man’ and 'woman' with semantic features
[thuman], [+adult], [+male] and [—male]. Tool: Microsoft Copilot Studio. Search
string: "componential analysis man woman semantic features diagram OER linguistics".

Box 4.1: Key figures in the development of componential analysis — Al-generated. Prompt:
Generate a text box listing Roman Jakobson and other linguists who contributed to the
development of componential analysis. Search string: "history of componential analysis
Roman Jakobson OER linguistics".

Plate 4.1: Importance of componential analysis in semantics — Al-generated. Prompt: Create
an illustration of a teacher explaining kinship terms like 'uncle' and 'aunt' using
componential analysis in a classroom. Search string: "componential analysis kinship
terms classroom OER linguistics".

-
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Table 4.1: Examples of semantic features in words — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a table
showing semantic features for man, woman, boy, and girl with [+human], [+male],
[+adult] distinctions. Search string: "semantic features componential analysis examples
chart OER linguistics".

Figure 4.2: Feature matrix using binary oppositions — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a
diagram showing a feature matrix comparing man, woman, boy, and girl with semantic
features. Search string: "componential analysis feature matrix diagram OER linguistics".

Plate 4.2: Examples of componential analysis in word meaning — Al-generated. Prompt:
Create an illustration of a teacher explaining kinship terms like father, mother, son, and
daughter using componential analysis. Search string: "componential analysis kinship
terms classroom OER linguistics".

Table 4.2: Componential analysis of kinship terms — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a table
showing semantic features for kinship terms father, mother, son, and daughter. Search
string: "componential analysis kinship terms chart OER-linguistics".

Figure 4.3: Cross-cultural differences in kinship terms — Al-geénerated. Prompt: Generate a
diagram comparing English kinship term 'cousin' with languages that distinguish male
and female cousins. Search string: "cross cultural kinship terms diagram OER
linguistics".

Plate 4.3: Componential analysis in language teaching — Al-generated. Prompt: Create an
illustration of a teacher using a feature matrix to explain vocabulary differences to
students. Search string: "componential analysis language teaching classroom OER
linguistics".

Attribution Notes

All illustrations were Al-generated using prompts designed for educational purposes, with
Microsoft Copilot Studio or equivalent generative platforms.

Suggested search strings point.to open educational resources (OER) to ensure learners can
access freely available diagrams, images, and tables for study.

Textual references provide authoritative sources for the theoretical and practical frameworks
discussed in Series 4.

Course code: ENG 304
Course title: Introduction to Semantics
Course credit load: 2 Units
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Series 1: Sense Properties and Sense Relations in Semantics

Series 2: Word Meaning, Sentence Meaning, and Semantic Markedness
Series 3: General Framework of Linguistic Semantics

Series 4: Basic Semantic Theories — Componential Analysis

Series 5: Basic Semantic Theories — Meaning Postulates and Transformational Generative
Semantics

Proposed Outline for Series 5
Part 5.1 Meaning postulates

5.1.1 Definition and scope of meaning postulates
5.1.2 Historical background and development
5.1.3 Applications of meaning postulates in semantics

Part 5.2 Transformational generative semantics

5.2.1 Definition and principles of generative semantics
5.2.2 Relationship between syntax and semantics
5.2.3 Examples of transformational generative semantics

Part 5.3 Applications and implications

5.3.1 Role of meaning postulates in translation and interpretation
5.3.2 Contribution of generative semantics to linguistic theory
5.3.3 Relevance of these theories in language teaching and research

Introduction

In the last Series, we examined componential analysis as a way of breaking down word meanings
into smaller semantic features. Building on that foundation, this Series introduces two further
approaches within basic semantic theories: meaning postulates and transformational
generative semantics. These theories are important because they provide deeper insights into
how meaning can be formally represented and how it interacts with syntax, offering learners a
more advanced perspective on semantic analysis.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to define, explain, and apply meaning
postulates and transformational generative semantics, while also evaluating their relevance in
translation, interpretation, and language teaching.

-
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We shall commence this Series by exploring meaning postulates, including their definition,
scope, historical background, and applications in semantics. Next, we will move on to
transformational generative semantics, focusing on its principles, the relationship between syntax
and semantics, and practical examples. Finally, we will wrap up by considering the applications
and implications of these theories, particularly their role in translation, linguistic theory, and
language teaching and research.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

SLO 5.1 define meaning postulates and explain their scope,

SLO 5.2 describe the historical background and development of meaning postulates,

SLO 5.3 analyse the applications of meaning postulates in semantics,

SLO 5.4 define transformational generative semantics and explain its principles,

SLO 5.5 examine the relationship between syntax and semantics in generative semantics,
SLO 5.6 demonstrate transformational generative semantics through practical examples,
SLO 5.7 apply meaning postulates to translation and interpretation tasks,

SLO 5.8 evaluate the contribution of generative semantics to linguistic theory, and

SLO 5.9 illustrate the relevance of meaning postulates and generative semantics in language
teaching and research.

5.1 Meaning Postulates

5.1.1 Definition and scope of meaning postulates

Meaning postulates are formal statements used in semantics to express relationships between
words and their meanings. They act like rules that specify how certain words are connected. For
example, a meaning postulate might state that if something is a bachelor, then it must also be
male and adult. This allows linguists to capture the logical connections between concepts in a
precise way.

Fill in the blank: A meaning postulate for the word bachelor states that it must be and
adult.

Meaning Postulate: bachelor = (male & adult)

male & adult

implies

(o]
m
>
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Figure 5.1: Example of a meaning postulate.

5.1.2 Historical background and development

The concept of meaning postulates was introduced by the philosopher and logician Rudolf
Carnap in the mid-20th century. Carnap used them to formalise semantic relationships in logical
systems. Later, linguists adopted meaning postulates to explain how words relate to one another
in natural language. This development marked an important step in connecting logic with
linguistic semantics.

Fill in the blank: Meaning postulates were first introduced by the philosopher and logician
Carnap.
Meaning Postulates: Synonyms & Hyonpyms

1. Synnyms (Equivieence)

2. Hyonpms (Inclusion)
=3-E3 -~

\/ tulip |flower ‘,‘
77 x (Sofa(x) «— Couch(x) ¥/ vr x (Tuli(x) = Flower(x) /

If it's a sofa, it's Atulipis a
a couch, and vice-verca. *kind* of flower.

Comparison Table

Relationship Type Type Logical Operato Meaning in English
Synmymny €— Identity X, is exactly the same as Y
Hyopymny - Inclusion X, is a specific type Y

Antonymmy Exclusion —n, Ifitis X, cannot be Y

OER

Box 5.1: Key figure in the development of meaning postulates.

5.1.3 Applications'of meaning postulates in semantics

Meaning postulates are useful because they provide a framework for analysing word
relationships. They can explain synonymy (words with similar meanings), hyponymy (words
with hierarchical relationships, such as dog being a type of animal), and entailment (where one
statement logically follows from another). For example, a meaning postulate can state that if
something is a dog, then it is also an animal. This helps ensure clarity in translation,
interpretation; and computational linguistics.

Fill in the blank: A meaning postulate can state that if something is a dog, then it is also an

Concept Relz}lt;oplzshlp Logical Representation Semantic Translation
$\forall x (\text{Bachelor}(x) | If $x$ is a bachelor, then
Component . .
Bachelor Analvsis \to \text{Male}(x) \land $x$ is necessarily male
y \text { Adult} (x))$ and an adult.

MET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS




Concept Relz!lf;opneshlp Logical Representation Semantic Translation
Being a dog implies
Hyponymy $\forall x (\text{Dog}(x) \to : #
Dog (Inclusion) \text{ Animal}(x))$ being an animal
“ (taxonomic hierarchy).
$\forall x (\text{Sofa}(x) $x$ is a sofa if and only if
Synonymy | Equivalence \leftrightarrow $x$ is a couch; they are
\text{Couch}(x))$ interchangeable.
. $\forall x (\text{Dead}(x) \to ¥f §58 s dealis
Antonymy | Exclusion : impossible for $x$ to be
\neg \text{Alive}(x))$ alive

Table 5.1: Examples of meaning postulates in semantics.

Pilot questions 5.1
Define meaning postulates.

Fill in the blank: A meaning postulate for the word bachelor states that it must be
and adult.

State the philosopher who introduced meaning postulates.

Fill in the blank: Meaning postulates. were first introduced by the philosopher and logician
Carnap.

Give one application of meaning postulates in semantics.

Fill in the blank: A meaning postulate can state that if something is a dog, then it is also an

5.2 Transformatienal Generative Semantics

5.2.1 Definition and principles of generative semantics

Transformational generative semantics is a theory that connects meaning with sentence
structure. It builds on the idea that syntax and semantics are closely related, and that
transformations in sentence structure can affect meaning. For example, the sentences John loves
Mary and Mary-is loved by John differ in structure but share the same core meaning. Generative
semantics seeks to explain these relationships systematically.

Fill in the blank: The sentences John loves Mary and Mary is loved by John differ in structure
but share the same meaning.

-
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Generative Semantics:
Active & Passive Voice

Deep Structure (Shared Meaning / Logical Form) ‘

AGENT: PREDICATE: PATIENT: ‘
John LOVES Mary ‘

Transformation Rule: Transformation Rule:
Active Formation Passive Formation
Surface Structure 1: Surface Structure 2:
Active Passive
Sentence Sentence
John loves Mary. Mary is loved by John.

OER

Figure 5.2: Active and passive sentence structures in generative sémantics.

5.2.2 Relationship between syntax and semantics

Generative semantics highlights the strongdink between syntax (sentence structure) and
semantics (meaning). It argues that transformations in syntax, such as changing word order or
voice, must preserve meaning unless explicitly altered. This perspective helps linguists
understand how meaning is encoded in grammar and how different structures can express similar
ideas.

Fill in the blank: Generative semantics argues that transformations in syntax must preserve
unless explicitly altered.

Syntatic Transformations & Semantic Meaning
1. Active to Passive Semanhic Implication
John loves Mary § —> * Truth-Conditional Equiveance
Focus Shift
2. Question Formation Illocutionry Shift
Mary is loved by John = * Focus Shift
« Truth-Value Reversal
3. Question Formation Semanhic Implication
Mary is loved by John = /~ * lllocuitionary Shift" any
Assertion
* Truth-Value Reversal
4. Dative Shift Eredecctive Shift
John loves Mary } —» X * Asseraines Stuiseted to wich de
Meaning
Key Concepts for OER
* Invaraints
* Operators
* Operators 2 Y
&

Table 5.2: Examples of syntactic transformations and their semantic implications.

5.2.3 Examples of transformational generative semantics
Generative semantics can be illustrated through practical examples. Consider the sentences The
cat chased the mouse and The mouse was chased by the cat. Both convey the same meaning but

-
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differ in syntactic form. Similarly, transformations such as question formation (Did the cat chase
the mouse?) or negation (The cat did not chase the mouse) show how meaning interacts with
structure. These examples demonstrate the flexibility of language and the importance of
analysing both syntax and semantics together.

Fill in the blank: The sentence The mouse was chased by the cat is a transformation of
The cat chased the mouse.

Plate 5.2: Examples of transformational generative semantics in teaching.

Pilot questions 5.2
Define transformational generative semantics.

Fill in the blank: The sentences John loves Mary and Mary is loved by John differ in
structure but share the same meaning.

Explain the relationship between syntax and semantics in generative semantics.

Fill in the blank: Generative semantics argues that transformations in syntax must preserve
unless explicitly altered.

Give one example of a syntactic transformation that preserves meaning.

Fill in the blank: The sentence The mouse was chased by the cat is a transformation
of The cat chased the mouse.

5:3 Applications And Implications

5.3.1 Role afimeaning postulates in translation and interpretation

Meaning postulates play a significant role in translation and interpretation because they help
clarify logical relationships between words. For example, if a meaning postulate states that a dog
is an animal, then translators must ensure that this relationship is preserved across languages.
This prevents misinterpretation and ensures accuracy in conveying meaning. In multilingual
contexts, meaning postulates provide a framework for identifying equivalences and avoiding
ambiguity.
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Fill in the blank: A meaning postulate ensures that if something is a dog, it must also be an

Meaning Postulates Across Languages:
Preserving Logical Meaning in Cross-Lingsstic Sementics

Taxaxomy & Status Shared Logical Core

Dog Chien / Hund == | vx (DOG(x)-> ANIMAL(x)

Bacheler = | Célibelor / Junggesses mp | vx (DEAD(X)—> ~NALIVE(x)

Exclusion & Kinship
Shared Logical Core

[~ 0
Father | Pére / Vater #‘ Mary is loved by John.

Key Takaways for OER & Translation

@ Semantic Universials: Shared logic across cultures.

{l;} Computational Linglisistics: Basis for machine translation.

Table 5.3: Examples of meaning postulates applied in-translation.

5.3.2 Contribution of generative semantics to linguistic theory

Generative semantics has contributed to linguistic theory by emphasising the close relationship
between syntax and semantics. It shows that transformations in sentence structure, such as active
to passive voice, must preserve meaning unless deliberately altered. This perspective has
influenced later developments in linguistic theory, including the study of deep and surface
structures. Generative semantics also paved the way for integrating logic and grammar in the
analysis of language.

Fill in the blank: Generative semantics highlights the relationship between syntax and

Deep Structure (Shared Meaning /
Logical Form)

AGENT: | _, /PREDICATER, [ PATIENT:
7JD'|L \‘ko\/ES/ 7"3'17

Transformation Rule: Active Transformation Rule: Passive

Formation Formation

Surface Structure 1: Surface Structure 2: Passive
John loves Mary. Mary is loved by John

ay

{g: 7

Figure 5.3: Contribution of generative semantics to linguistic theory.

5.3.3 Relevance of these theories in language teaching and research
Both meaning postulates and generative semantics are relevant in language teaching and
research. Teachers can use meaning postulates to explain logical relationships between words,

-
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helping learners understand vocabulary more systematically. Generative semantics, on the other
hand, can be used to demonstrate how sentence transformations affect meaning, making
grammar lessons more meaningful. In research, these theories provide frameworks for studying
semantics, translation, and computational linguistics.

Fill in the blank: Teachers can use meaning postulates to explain logical between words.

Plate 5.3: Relevance of meaning postulates and generative semantics in teaching.

Pilot questions 5.3
State one role of meaning postulates in translation.

Fill in the blank: A meaning postulate ensures that if something is a dog, it must also be an

Explain one contribution of generative semantics to linguistic theory.

Fill in the blank: Generative semantics highlights the relationship between syntax and

Give one example of how meaning postulates can be used in teaching.

Fill in the blank: Teachers can use meaning postulates to explain logical between
words.

Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to two important semantic theories: meaning postulates and
transformational generative semantics. We began by defining meaning postulates, tracing their
historical development, and examining their applications in semantics. We then moved on to
transformational generative semantics, where we explored its principles, the relationship between
syntax and semantics, and practical examples of sentence transformations. Finally, we
considered the applications and implications of both theories, highlighting their role in
translation, their contribution to linguistic theory, and their relevance in language teaching and
research.
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By completing this Series, you should now be able to define and explain meaning postulates
(SLO 5.1-5.2), analyse their applications (SLO 5.3), define and explain transformational
generative semantics (SLO 5.4-5.6), apply meaning postulates to translation (SLO 5.7), evaluate
the contribution of generative semantics to linguistic theory (SLO 5.8), and illustrate the
relevance of these theories in teaching and research (SLO 5.9). These outcomes ensure that you
can confidently apply both meaning postulates and generative semantics as frameworks for
understanding and analysing meaning in language.

Glossary of Terms

entailment — A logical relationship where one statement necessarily follows from another. For
example, if something is a dog, it entails that it is also an animal.

generative semantics — A theory that connects meaning with sentence structure, showing how
transformations in syntax, such as active to passive voice, preserve or alter meaning.

meaning postulates — Formal statements used in semantics to express logical relationships
between words and their meanings, such as bachelor = male + adult.

semantics — The branch of linguistics concerned with meaning in language, including how
words, phrases, and sentences convey concepts.

syntax — The study of sentence structure and the rules that govern how words are arranged to
form meaningful sentences.

transformational generative semanties — An approach within generative semantics that
explains how transformations in sentence structure (e.g., active to passive, question formation,
negation) interact with meaning.

Concept Check Questions [Series S
Objective Questions

Which of the following best defines meaning postulates? (Linked to SLO 5.1) A. Rules for
sentence structure B. Formal statements expressing logical relationships between words
C. A method of phonetic transcription D. A study of discourse markers

Who introduced the concept of meaning postulates? (Linked to SLO 5.2) A. Noam Chomsky
B. Roman Jakobson C. Rudolf Carnap D. Ferdinand de Saussure

Transformational generative semantics explains the relationship between: (Linked to SLO
5.5) A. Phonology and morphology B. Syntax and semantics C. Pragmatics and discourse
D. Lexicon and phonetics

Short-Answer Questions
Define meaning postulates. (Linked to SLO 5.1)

Describe one historical contribution of Rudolf Carnap to meaning postulates. (Linked to SLO
5.2)

-

MET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Analyse one application of meaning postulates in semantics. (Linked to SLO 5.3)
Define transformational generative semantics. (Linked to SLO 5.4)

Explain the relationship between syntax and semantics in generative semantics. (Linked to SLO
5.5)

Demonstrate transformational generative semantics using the sentences John loves Mary and
Mary is loved by John. (Linked to SLO 5.6)

Apply meaning postulates to the word dog. (Linked to SLO 5.7)

Evaluate one contribution of generative semantics to linguistic theory. (Linked'to SLO 5.8)
[1lustrate how meaning postulates can be used in language teaching. (Linked to SLO 5.9)
Long-Answer Questions

Analyse the scope of meaning postulates, including their definition, historical background, and
applications. (Linked to SLO 5.1-5.3)

Compare and contrast meaning postulates and transformational generative semantics, with
examples. (Linked to SLO 5.4-5.6)

Evaluate the usefulness of meaning postulates in translation and interpretation. (Linked to SLO
5.7)

Discuss the relevance of meaning postulates and generative semantics in language teaching and
research. (Linked to SLO 5.9)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5]

Objective Questions
B. Formal statements expressing logical relationships between words
C. Rudolf Carnap
B. Syntax and semantics

Short-Answer Questions

Meaning postulates-are formal statements used in semantics to express logical relationships
between words and their meanings.

Rudolf Carnap introduced meaning postulates to formalise semantic relationships in logical
systems.

They can explain synonymy, hyponymy, and entailment, helping clarify word relationships.

Transformational generative semantics is a theory that connects meaning with sentence structure,
showing how transformations affect meaning.

It argues that syntactic transformations must preserve meaning unless deliberately altered.

-
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Both sentences express the same meaning despite structural differences, illustrating generative
semantics.

A meaning postulate states that if something is a dog, then it is also an animal.

It emphasised the link between syntax and semantics, influencing theories of deep and surface
structures.

Teachers can use meaning postulates to explain logical relationships between words
systematically.

Long-Answer Questions
13. Scope of meaning postulates

Basic response: Meaning postulates define logical relationships between words, introduced
by Rudolf Carnap, and applied to synonymy, hyponymy, and entailment.

Value-added response: They also support computational linguistics and translation studies,
ensuring clarity and consistency across languages.

14. Comparing theories

Basic response: Meaning postulates focus on logical word relationships, while generative
semantics explains how syntax<and semantics interact.

Value-added response: Together, they provide complementary frameworks for analysing
meaning, with meaning postulates clarifying lexical relations and generative semantics
addressing sentence transformations.

15. Usefulness in translation

Basic response: Meaning postulates ensure logical relationships are preserved across
languages, preventing misinterpretation.

Value-added response: They also help translators manage cultural nuances and lexical gaps,
improving accuracy and equivalence in multilingual contexts.

16. Relevance in teaching and research

Basic response: Teachers use meaning postulates to explain vocabulary relationships and
generative semantics to show how grammar affects meaning.

Value-added response: Researchers apply these theories in computational linguistics,
lexicography, and cross-cultural studies, while teachers use them to enhance learners’
analytical skills in language learning.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5]
5.1 Meaning postulates

Meaning postulates are formal statements used in semantics to express logical relationships
between words and their meanings.

Male.

-
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Rudolf Carnap.
Rudolf Carnap.
They explain relationships such as synonymy, hyponymy, and entailment.
Animal.
5.2 Transformational generative semantics

Transformational generative semantics is a theory that connects meaning with sentence
structure, showing how transformations affect meaning.

Same.

Syntax and semantics are closely linked, with transformations preserving meaning unless
altered.

Meaning.
Example: Active to passive transformation (John loves Mary / Mary is loved by John).
Passive.

5.3 Applications and implications
They clarify logical relationships between words, ensuring accuracy in translation.
Animal.

It emphasised the link between syntax and semantics, influencing theories of deep and
surface structures.

Semantics.
Teachers can use meaning postulates to explain vocabulary relationships systematically.
Relationships.
References and Attributions [Series 5]
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Hlustrations (Figures, Plates, Tables, and Boxes)
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Figure 5.1: Example of a meaning postulate — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a diagram
showing the meaning postulate that bachelor implies male and adult. Tool: Microsoft
Copilot Studio. Search string: "meaning postulate bachelor male adult diagram OER
semantics".

Box 5.1: Key figure in the development of meaning postulates — Al-generated. Prompt:
Generate a text box summarising Rudolf Carnap’s role in developing meaning postulates.
Search string: "Rudolf Carnap meaning postulates history OER semantics".

Table 5.1: Examples of meaning postulates in semantics — Al-generated. Prompt: Generate a
table showing examples of meaning postulates for bachelor, dog, and synonymy. Search
string: "examples of meaning postulates semantics chart OER linguistics".

Figure 5.2: Active and passive sentence structures in generative semantics — Al-generated.
Prompt: Generate a diagram showing active and passive sentences.(John loves Mary /
Mary is loved by John) with shared meaning. Search string: "generative semantics active
passive sentence diagram OER linguistics".

Table 5.2: Examples of syntactic transformations and their semantic implications — Al-
generated. Prompt: Generate a table showing examples of syntactic transformations
(active/passive, question formation, negation) and their semantic implications. Search
string: "syntax semantics transformations chart OER linguistics".

Plate 5.2: Examples of transformational generative semantics in teaching — Al-generated.
Prompt: Create an illustration of a teacher explaining sentence transformations (active,
passive, question, negation) to students. Search string: "transformational generative
semantics classroom OER linguistics".

Table 5.3: Examples of meaning postulates applied in translation — Al-generated. Prompt:
Generate a table showing examples of meaning postulates applied in translation, e.g.,
dog—animal, bachelor-male. Search string: "meaning postulates translation examples
OER linguistics".

Figure 5.3: Contribution of generative semantics to linguistic theory — Al-generated. Prompt:
Generate a-diagram showing deep and surface structures in generative semantics. Search
string: "generative semantics deep surface structures diagram OER linguistics".

Plate 5.3: Relevance of meaning postulates and generative semantics in teaching — Al-
generated. Prompt: Create an illustration of a teacher using meaning postulates and
generative semantics to explain vocabulary and grammar in a classroom. Search string:
"meaning postulates generative semantics classroom OER linguistics".

Attribution Notes

All illustrations were Al-generated using prompts designed for educational purposes, with
Microsoft Copilot Studio or equivalent generative platforms.

Suggested search strings point to open educational resources (OER) to ensure learners can
access freely available diagrams, images, and tables for study.

Textual references provide authoritative sources for the theoretical and practical frameworks

discussed in Series 5.
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