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Course Title: Tourism Resources and Destinations in Nigeria 

Course Code: HTM212 

Course Units: 2 Units 

•  Series 1: Identification of Tourism Destinations and Their Features in Nigeria 

•  Series 2: Opportunities, Challenges, and Solutions for Nigerian Destinations 

•  Series 3: Tourism Support Services and Their Importance to Local and International 

Tourists 

•  Series 4: Sustainable Management Plans for Tourism Destinations 

•  Series 5: Comparing Nigerian Destinations with Globally Recognised Locations 

 

Suggested Outline for Series 1: Identification of 

Tourism Destinations and Their Features in Nigeria 

• 1.1 Major Tourism Destinations in Nigeria 

o 1.1.1 Northern Nigeria Destinations (e.g., Yankari Game Reserve, Zuma Rock) 

o 1.1.2 Southern Nigeria Destinations (e.g., Obudu Mountain Resort, Olumo 

Rock) 

o 1.1.3 Coastal and Riverine Destinations (e.g., Lagos beaches, Niger Delta 

attractions) 

• 1.2 Touristic Features of Nigerian Destinations 

o 1.2.1 Natural Features (landscapes, wildlife, climate) 

o 1.2.2 Cultural Features (festivals, traditions, heritage sites) 

o 1.2.3 Historical Features (monuments, museums, colonial sites) 

• 1.3 Support Zones and Local Communities 

o 1.3.1 Infrastructure and Accessibility (roads, airports, transport links) 

o 1.3.2 Community Roles in Tourism (hospitality, local guides, artisans) 

o 1.3.3 Benefits and Challenges for Communities (employment, cultural 

preservation, pressures) 

• 1.4 Lifestyle and Cultural Expressions of Host Populations 

o 1.4.1 Traditional Lifestyles (housing, food, clothing) 

o 1.4.2 Artistic and Creative Expressions (music, dance, crafts) 

o 1.4.3 Modern Influences and Adaptations (urbanisation, globalisation effects) 
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Introduction 

Tourism in Nigeria is shaped by a rich diversity of landscapes, cultures, and communities. From 

the savannahs of the north to the coastal zones of the south, destinations across the country offer 

unique attractions that reflect both natural beauty and cultural heritage. Understanding these 

destinations is essential for appreciating their role in national development and for recognising 

the opportunities they present to both local and international visitors. 

The aim of this Series is to guide you through the identification of major tourism destinations in 

Nigeria, their distinctive features, and the communities that support them. You will also explore 

the lifestyles and cultural expressions of host populations, which form an integral part of the 

tourism experience. 

Sequentially, the Series begins with an overview of major destinations, then examines their 

touristic features, followed by the role of support zones and local communities. Finally, it 

highlights the lifestyle and cultural expressions of host populations, ensuring that you gain a 

holistic understanding of how destinations are identified and appreciated in Nigeria. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

By the end of Series 1: Identification of Tourism Destinations and Their Features in 

Nigeria, you should be able to: 

• SLO 1.1: Identify major tourism destinations across Nigeria and classify them according 

to geographical zones. 

• SLO 1.2: Describe the natural, cultural, and historical features that make Nigerian 

destinations attractive to tourists. 

• SLO 1.3: Analyse the role of support zones and local communities in sustaining tourism 

destinations. 

• SLO 1.4: Explain the lifestyle and cultural expressions of host populations and their 

significance in tourism experiences. 

 

1.1 Major Tourism Destinations in Nigeria 

Nigeria is blessed with a wide range of tourism destinations, defined as specific places that 

attract visitors due to their natural, cultural, or historical significance. These destinations are 

spread across different geographical zones, each offering unique attractions. 

1.1.1 Northern Nigeria Destinations 
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Northern Nigeria is home to vast savannah landscapes and notable attractions. Examples include 

Yankari Game Reserve, famous for its wildlife and warm springs, and Zuma Rock, a striking 

monolith near Abuja often referred to as the "Gateway to Abuja". These destinations highlight 

the natural and geological features of the region. 

In-text question: Yankari Game Reserve is famous for its wildlife and warm ______. 

1.1.2 Southern Nigeria Destinations 

Southern Nigeria offers lush greenery and mountainous terrain. The Obudu Mountain Resort in 

Cross River State is a popular destination known for its cool climate and cable car rides. Olumo 

Rock in Ogun State is a historical site where visitors can climb to view Abeokuta city. These 

destinations combine natural beauty with cultural heritage. 

In-text question: Olumo Rock provides visitors with a view of the city of ______. 

1.1.3 Coastal and Riverine Destinations 

Nigeria’s coastal and riverine areas are rich in beaches and waterways. Lagos beaches such as 

Tarkwa Bay and Elegushi attract both local and international tourists. The Niger Delta region 

offers riverine scenery and cultural experiences, though it also faces environmental challenges. 

In-text question: Tarkwa Bay and Elegushi are examples of ______ beaches. 

Pilot Questions 1.1 

1. State one major tourism destination in Northern Nigeria. 

2. Fill in the blank: Yankari Game Reserve is famous for its wildlife and warm ______. 

3. State one major tourism destination in Southern Nigeria. 

4. Fill in the blank: Olumo Rock provides visitors with a view of the city of ______. 

5. State one example of a coastal or riverine destination in Nigeria. 

6. Fill in the blank: Tarkwa Bay and Elegushi are examples of ______ beaches. 

 

1.2 Touristic Features of Nigerian Destinations 

Tourism destinations in Nigeria are attractive because of their touristic features, which are the 

natural, cultural, and historical qualities that draw visitors. These features provide unique 

experiences and help distinguish one destination from another. 

1.2.1 Natural Features 
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Nigeria’s natural features include landscapes, wildlife, and climate. Examples are the rolling hills 

of Obudu, the warm springs of Yankari, and the sandy beaches of Lagos. These natural 

attractions provide opportunities for recreation, relaxation, and adventure. 

In-text question: The warm springs of ______ are a natural feature that attracts tourists. 

1.2.2 Cultural Features 

Cultural features are expressions of traditions, festivals, and heritage. The Durbar Festival in 

Kano showcases horse riding and colourful regalia, while the Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove 

represents spiritual heritage and is recognised as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. These cultural 

features highlight Nigeria’s diversity and creativity. 

In-text question: The Durbar Festival in Kano is an example of a ______ feature of tourism. 

1.2.3 Historical Features 

Historical features include monuments, museums, and colonial sites. Olumo Rock in Abeokuta 

is a historical refuge, while the National Museum in Lagos preserves artefacts of Nigeria’s past. 

These sites allow tourists to connect with history and understand the country’s heritage. 

In-text question: The National Museum in Lagos preserves important ______ of Nigeria’s past. 

Pilot Questions 1.2 

1. State one natural feature that attracts tourists in Nigeria. 

2. Fill in the blank: The warm springs of ______ are a natural feature that attracts tourists. 

3. State one cultural feature of Nigerian tourism. 

4. Fill in the blank: The Durbar Festival in Kano is an example of a ______ feature of 

tourism. 

5. State one historical feature of Nigerian tourism. 

6. Fill in the blank: The National Museum in Lagos preserves important ______ of 

Nigeria’s past. 

 

1.3 Support Zones and Local Communities 

Tourism destinations in Nigeria thrive because of their support zones, defined as the 

surrounding areas that provide infrastructure and services to sustain tourism. These zones include 

transport networks, accommodation facilities, and utilities that make destinations accessible and 

enjoyable. 

1.3.1 Infrastructure and Accessibility 
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Infrastructure such as roads, airports, and communication networks plays a vital role in 

connecting tourists to destinations. For example, the Calabar International Airport supports 

access to Obudu Mountain Resort, while improved road networks enhance visits to Olumo Rock. 

Accessibility determines how easily tourists can reach and enjoy attractions. 

In-text question: The Calabar International ______ supports access to Obudu Mountain Resort. 

1.3.2 Community Roles in Tourism 

Local communities contribute significantly to tourism by offering hospitality, guiding services, 

and cultural products. Artisans create crafts, while local guides share stories and traditions. These 

roles enrich the tourist experience and ensure that visitors engage meaningfully with the 

destination. 

In-text question: Local guides enrich the tourist experience by sharing ______ and traditions. 

1.3.3 Benefits and Challenges for Communities 

Tourism provides benefits such as employment, income generation, and cultural preservation. 

However, challenges include environmental pressures, cultural commodification, and unequal 

distribution of benefits. Balancing these outcomes is essential for sustainable tourism 

development. 

In-text question: Tourism provides employment and income, but can also lead to cultural 

______. 

Pilot Questions 1.3 

1. State one example of infrastructure that supports tourism in Nigeria. 

2. Fill in the blank: The Calabar International ______ supports access to Obudu Mountain 

Resort. 

3. State one role of local communities in tourism. 

4. Fill in the blank: Local guides enrich the tourist experience by sharing ______ and 

traditions. 

5. State one benefit of tourism for communities. 

6. Fill in the blank: Tourism provides employment and income, but can also lead to cultural 

______. 

 

1.4 Lifestyle and Cultural Expressions of Host Populations 

Tourism destinations are enriched by the lifestyle and cultural expressions of host populations, 

which provide visitors with authentic experiences. Lifestyle refers to the everyday practices of 

people, while cultural expressions include creative and artistic outputs that reflect identity and 

heritage. 
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1.4.1 Traditional Lifestyles 

Traditional lifestyles in Nigeria are evident in housing styles, food, and clothing. For example, 

mud huts in rural areas, local dishes such as pounded yam and egusi soup, and traditional attire 

like agbada or iro and buba all reflect cultural identity. These elements give tourists a sense of 

immersion in local ways of life. 

In-text question: Traditional attire such as agbada or iro and buba reflects Nigerian ______ 

identity. 

1.4.2 Artistic and Creative Expressions 

Artistic expressions include music, dance, and crafts. Nigeria is known for vibrant drumming, 

dances such as Bata, and crafts like beadwork and wood carvings. These creative outputs are 

often showcased during festivals and ceremonies, offering tourists memorable cultural 

experiences. 

In-text question: The Bata dance is an example of a Nigerian cultural ______. 

1.4.3 Modern Influences and Adaptations 

Modern influences such as urbanisation and globalisation have shaped lifestyles in Nigerian 

destinations. Cities like Lagos blend traditional practices with modern entertainment, fashion, 

and technology. This adaptation creates a dynamic tourism environment where visitors 

experience both heritage and contemporary culture. 

In-text question: Urbanisation and globalisation are examples of ______ influences on Nigerian 

lifestyles. 

Pilot Questions 1.4 

1. State one example of traditional Nigerian housing. 

2. Fill in the blank: Traditional attire such as agbada or iro and buba reflects Nigerian 

______ identity. 

3. State one example of Nigerian artistic expression. 

4. Fill in the blank: The Bata dance is an example of a Nigerian cultural ______. 

5. State one modern influence on Nigerian lifestyles. 

6. Fill in the blank: Urbanisation and globalisation are examples of ______ influences on 

Nigerian lifestyles. 

 

Series Summary 

In this Series, you have explored the identification of tourism destinations and their features in 

Nigeria. We began by examining major destinations across the northern, southern, and coastal 
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zones, highlighting examples such as Yankari Game Reserve, Obudu Mountain Resort, and 

Lagos beaches. We then analysed the touristic features that make these destinations attractive, 

including natural landscapes, cultural festivals, and historical monuments. 

The discussion extended to the role of support zones and local communities, emphasising 

infrastructure, accessibility, and the contributions of local people through hospitality, guiding, 

and crafts. Finally, we considered the lifestyle and cultural expressions of host populations, 

from traditional housing and attire to artistic performances and modern influences shaped by 

urbanisation and globalisation. 

This Series has therefore provided a holistic understanding of how Nigerian destinations are 

identified, what makes them unique, and how communities and cultures sustain them. It directly 

connects to the Series Learning Outcomes by enabling you to identify destinations, describe their 

features, analyse community roles, and explain cultural expressions. 

 

Glossary of Terms (Series 1) 

• Tourism destination: A specific place that attracts visitors because of its natural, 

cultural, or historical significance. Examples include Yankari Game Reserve and Obudu 

Mountain Resort. 

• Touristic features: The qualities of a destination that make it appealing to tourists. These 

may be natural (landscapes, wildlife), cultural (festivals, traditions), or historical 

(monuments, museums). 

• Support zones: The surrounding areas that provide infrastructure and services to sustain 

tourism. They include roads, airports, accommodation, and utilities that make 

destinations accessible. 

• Local communities: Groups of people living near tourism destinations who contribute to 

tourism through hospitality, guiding, crafts, and cultural practices. 

• Lifestyle: The everyday practices of host populations, including housing, food, clothing, 

and social customs, which shape the tourist experience. 

• Cultural expressions: Creative outputs such as music, dance, crafts, and festivals that 

reflect the identity and heritage of host populations. 

• Accessibility: The ease with which tourists can reach and enjoy a destination, often 

determined by transport networks and infrastructure. 

• Commodification: The process by which cultural practices or traditions are turned into 

products for sale, sometimes leading to loss of authenticity. 
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Concept Check Questions 1 

Objective Questions (Linked to SLO 1.1 and SLO 1.2) 

1. Which of the following is a major tourism destination in Northern Nigeria? a. Obudu 

Mountain Resort b. Zuma Rock c. Olumo Rock d. Tarkwa Bay 

2. The Durbar Festival in Kano is best classified as: a. Natural feature b. Cultural feature c. 

Historical feature d. Modern influence 

3. Which of the following is a historical tourism feature in Nigeria? a. Lagos beaches b. 

National Museum, Lagos c. Obudu Mountain Resort d. Yankari Game Reserve 

Short-Answer Questions (Linked to SLO 1.2 and SLO 1.3) 

4. Identify one natural feature and one cultural feature that attract tourists in Nigeria. 

5. Explain how infrastructure supports accessibility to tourism destinations. 

6. State one role played by local communities in sustaining tourism destinations. 

Long-Answer Questions (Linked to SLO 1.3 and SLO 1.4) 

7. Analyse the benefits and challenges tourism brings to local communities near 

destinations. 

8. Explain how traditional lifestyles and modern influences together shape the tourist 

experience in Nigerian destinations. 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1] 

Objective Questions 

1. b. Zuma Rock 

2. b. Cultural feature 

3. b. National Museum, Lagos 

Short-Answer Questions 

4. Natural feature: Warm springs of Yankari; Cultural feature: Durbar Festival in Kano. 

5. Infrastructure such as airports and roads makes destinations accessible, for example, 

Calabar International Airport supports access to Obudu Mountain Resort. 

6. Local communities provide hospitality, guiding services, and crafts that enrich the tourist 

experience. 

Long-Answer Questions 

7. Analyse the benefits and challenges tourism brings to local communities near 

destinations. 
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• Basic response: Tourism provides employment, income generation, and cultural 

preservation. However, it can also lead to environmental pressures and cultural 

commodification. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may evaluate how equitable distribution of 

tourism benefits, community participation in decision-making, and sustainable practices 

can reduce challenges while maximising positive impacts. 

8. Explain how traditional lifestyles and modern influences together shape the tourist 

experience in Nigerian destinations. 

• Basic response: Traditional housing, food, and attire, combined with artistic expressions 

such as music and dance, provide authentic experiences. Modern influences like 

urbanisation and globalisation add contemporary entertainment and fashion. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may assess how this blend creates a 

dynamic tourism environment, where visitors experience both heritage and innovation, 

and may propose strategies for balancing authenticity with modern appeal. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1] 

Pilot Questions 1.1 

1. One major tourism destination in Northern Nigeria is Yankari Game Reserve. 

2. Yankari Game Reserve is famous for its wildlife and warm springs. 

3. One major tourism destination in Southern Nigeria is Obudu Mountain Resort. 

4. Olumo Rock provides visitors with a view of the city of Abeokuta. 

5. One example of a coastal or riverine destination in Nigeria is Tarkwa Bay. 

6. Tarkwa Bay and Elegushi are examples of Lagos beaches. 

Pilot Questions 1.2 

1. One natural feature that attracts tourists in Nigeria is the sandy beaches of Lagos. 

2. The warm springs of Yankari are a natural feature that attracts tourists. 

3. One cultural feature of Nigerian tourism is the Durbar Festival in Kano. 

4. The Durbar Festival in Kano is an example of a cultural feature of tourism. 

5. One historical feature of Nigerian tourism is Olumo Rock in Abeokuta. 

6. The National Museum in Lagos preserves important artefacts of Nigeria’s past. 

Pilot Questions 1.3 

1. One example of infrastructure that supports tourism in Nigeria is airports. 

2. The Calabar International Airport supports access to Obudu Mountain Resort. 

3. One role of local communities in tourism is providing guiding services. 

4. Local guides enrich the tourist experience by sharing stories and traditions. 

5. One benefit of tourism for communities is employment. 
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6. Tourism provides employment and income, but can also lead to cultural 

commodification. 

Pilot Questions 1.4 

1. One example of traditional Nigerian housing is mud huts. 

2. Traditional attire such as agbada or iro and buba reflects Nigerian cultural identity. 

3. One example of Nigerian artistic expression is beadwork. 

4. The Bata dance is an example of a Nigerian cultural dance. 

5. One modern influence on Nigerian lifestyles is urbanisation. 

6. Urbanisation and globalisation are examples of modern influences on Nigerian lifestyles. 

 

List of References/Attributions [Series 1] 

In preparing Series 1: Identification of Tourism Destinations and Their Features in Nigeria, 

the following references and attributions are acknowledged. These provide background 

knowledge, examples, and placeholders for illustrations that can be refined later. 

• Tourism destinations in Nigeria: General references to Yankari Game Reserve, Zuma 

Rock, Obudu Mountain Resort, Olumo Rock, Lagos beaches, and the Niger Delta are 

based on widely recognised tourism resources and Nigerian tourism promotion materials. 

• Touristic features: Examples such as the Durbar Festival in Kano and the Osun-Osogbo 

Sacred Grove are drawn from cultural heritage documentation and UNESCO listings. 

• Historical features: References to Olumo Rock and the National Museum in Lagos are 

based on Nigerian historical and cultural archives. 

• Support zones and communities: Infrastructure examples such as Calabar International 

Airport are based on Nigerian transport and tourism development reports. 

• Lifestyle and cultural expressions: Traditional attire (agbada, iro and buba), artistic 

expressions (Bata dance, beadwork, wood carvings), and modern influences 

(urbanisation, globalisation) are based on Nigerian cultural studies and tourism literature. 

Illustration Placeholders 

• Figure 1.1: Map of Nigeria showing major tourism destinations. Suggested AI prompt: 

“Generate a labelled map of Nigeria highlighting Yankari Game Reserve, Zuma Rock, 

Obudu Mountain Resort, Olumo Rock, Lagos beaches, and Niger Delta.” 

• Plate 1.2: Photographs of cultural festivals such as the Durbar Festival and Osun-Osogbo 

Sacred Grove. Suggested AI prompt: “Create a collage of Nigerian cultural festivals 

including Durbar Festival and Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove.” 

• Table 1.3: Infrastructure supporting tourism destinations in Nigeria (e.g., airports, roads, 

hotels). 

• Box 1.4: Examples of traditional and modern lifestyle influences on Nigerian tourism. 
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Course Title: Tourism Resources and Destinations in Nigeria 

Course Code: HTM212 

Course Units: 2 Units 

•  Series 1: Identification of Tourism Destinations and Their Features in Nigeria 

•  Series 2: Opportunities, Challenges, and Solutions for Nigerian Destinations 

•  Series 3: Tourism Support Services and Their Importance to Local and International 

Tourists 

•  Series 4: Sustainable Management Plans for Tourism Destinations 

•  Series 5: Comparing Nigerian Destinations with Globally Recognised Locations 

 

Series 2: Opportunities, Challenges, and Solutions for 

Nigerian Destinations 

• 2.1 Opportunities in Nigerian Tourism Destinations 

o 2.1.1 Economic Opportunities (employment, revenue generation, investment) 

o 2.1.2 Cultural Opportunities (promotion of heritage, festivals, crafts) 

o 2.1.3 Environmental Opportunities (conservation, eco-tourism potential) 

• 2.2 Challenges Facing Nigerian Tourism Destinations 

o 2.2.1 Infrastructure Deficiencies (poor roads, limited transport, inadequate 

facilities) 

o 2.2.2 Security Concerns (safety of tourists, political instability) 

o 2.2.3 Environmental and Social Pressures (pollution, cultural commodification, 

community displacement) 

• 2.3 Solutions for Enhancing Nigerian Tourism Destinations 

o 2.3.1 Policy and Governance Solutions (government support, regulation, 

planning) 

o 2.3.2 Community-Based Solutions (local participation, equitable benefit sharing) 

o 2.3.3 Technological and Innovative Solutions (digital promotion, smart tourism, 

sustainable practices) 

• 2.4 Case Studies of Opportunities, Challenges, and Solutions 

o 2.4.1 Obudu Mountain Resort (opportunities in eco-tourism, challenges of 

accessibility, solutions through infrastructure investment) 

o 2.4.2 Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove (cultural opportunities, challenges of 

preservation, solutions through UNESCO recognition) 

o 2.4.3 Lagos Beaches (economic opportunities, challenges of pollution, solutions 

through environmental management) 
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Introduction 

In the last Series, we explored how to identify tourism destinations in Nigeria and examined their 

features, communities, and cultural expressions. Building on that foundation, this Series shifts 

focus to the opportunities that tourism presents, the challenges that hinder its growth, and the 

solutions that can strengthen destinations. This perspective is vital because tourism is not only 

about recognising attractions but also about understanding how they can be developed 

sustainably for national benefit. 

The aim of this Series is to enable you to evaluate the prospects of Nigerian tourism, analyse the 

barriers that limit its potential, and propose practical solutions that can enhance destinations for 

both visitors and host communities. 

We shall commence this Series by examining the opportunities available in Nigerian tourism 

destinations, including economic, cultural, and environmental prospects. Next, we will analyse 

the challenges such as infrastructure deficiencies, security concerns, and environmental 

pressures. Following that, we will explore solutions at policy, community, and technological 

levels. Finally, we will wrap up with case studies of destinations like Obudu Mountain Resort, 

Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove, and Lagos beaches, showing how opportunities, challenges, and 

solutions interact in real contexts. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes (Series 2: Opportunities, Challenges, and Solutions 

for Nigerian Destinations) 

By the end of this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 2.1: Evaluate the economic, cultural, and environmental opportunities available in 

Nigerian tourism destinations. 

• SLO 2.2: Analyse the challenges that hinder tourism growth, including infrastructure 

deficiencies, security concerns, and environmental pressures. 

• SLO 2.3: Propose practical solutions at policy, community, and technological levels to 

enhance tourism destinations. 

• SLO 2.4: Apply knowledge of opportunities, challenges, and solutions to real-world case 

studies such as Obudu Mountain Resort, Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove, and Lagos beaches. 

 

2.1 Opportunities in Nigerian Tourism Destinations 

Tourism destinations in Nigeria present diverse opportunities that can drive economic growth, 

promote cultural heritage, and support environmental sustainability. These opportunities 

highlight the potential of tourism as a tool for national development. 
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2.1.1 Economic Opportunities 

Tourism generates employment, stimulates local businesses, and attracts investment. For 

example, Obudu Mountain Resort creates jobs in hospitality and transport, while Lagos beaches 

support small enterprises such as food vendors and craft sellers. Tourism also contributes to 

government revenue through taxes and fees. 

In-text question: Tourism generates employment and stimulates local ______. 

2.1.2 Cultural Opportunities 

Tourism promotes Nigeria’s rich cultural heritage. Festivals such as the Durbar in Kano and the 

Osun-Osogbo Festival attract visitors, showcasing traditions, crafts, and performances. These 

events preserve cultural identity while creating pride among host communities. 

In-text question: The Osun-Osogbo Festival is an example of a ______ opportunity in tourism. 

2.1.3 Environmental Opportunities 

Tourism can support conservation and eco-tourism. Destinations like Yankari Game Reserve 

encourage wildlife protection, while Obudu Mountain Resort promotes appreciation of natural 

landscapes. Eco-tourism initiatives help balance development with environmental sustainability. 

In-text question: Yankari Game Reserve supports wildlife ______ as part of tourism 

opportunities. 

Pilot Questions 2.1 

1. State one economic opportunity provided by tourism in Nigeria. 

2. Fill in the blank: Tourism generates employment and stimulates local ______. 

3. State one cultural opportunity provided by tourism in Nigeria. 

4. Fill in the blank: The Osun-Osogbo Festival is an example of a ______ opportunity in 

tourism. 

5. State one environmental opportunity provided by tourism in Nigeria. 

6. Fill in the blank: Yankari Game Reserve supports wildlife ______ as part of tourism 

opportunities. 

 

2.2 Challenges Facing Nigerian Tourism Destinations 

While Nigerian tourism destinations hold great promise, they also face significant challenges 

that limit their growth and sustainability. These challenges must be understood in order to design 

effective solutions. 
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2.2.1 Infrastructure Deficiencies 

Poor road networks, limited transport facilities, and inadequate accommodation reduce 

accessibility and comfort for tourists. For example, reaching Obudu Mountain Resort can be 

difficult due to road conditions, while some rural destinations lack reliable electricity and 

communication services. 

In-text question: Poor road networks and limited transport facilities are examples of ______ 

deficiencies in tourism. 

2.2.2 Security Concerns 

Safety is a major factor in tourism. Issues such as political instability, crime, and regional 

conflicts discourage visitors. Destinations in Northern Nigeria, for instance, face reduced tourist 

inflow due to security concerns. 

In-text question: Political instability and crime are examples of ______ concerns in tourism. 

2.2.3 Environmental and Social Pressures 

Tourism can lead to pollution, overcrowding, and cultural commodification. Lagos beaches face 

waste management problems, while some festivals risk losing authenticity when overly 

commercialised. Communities may also experience displacement if tourism development is not 

inclusive. 

In-text question: Waste management problems at Lagos beaches are examples of ______ 

pressures in tourism. 

Pilot Questions 2.2 

1. State one infrastructure deficiency that affects tourism in Nigeria. 

2. Fill in the blank: Poor road networks and limited transport facilities are examples of 

______ deficiencies in tourism. 

3. State one security concern that affects tourism in Nigeria. 

4. Fill in the blank: Political instability and crime are examples of ______ concerns in 

tourism. 

5. State one environmental or social pressure caused by tourism. 

6. Fill in the blank: Waste management problems at Lagos beaches are examples of ______ 

pressures in tourism. 

 

2.3 Solutions for Enhancing Nigerian Tourism Destinations 
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To overcome the challenges facing Nigerian tourism, a range of solutions can be applied. These 

solutions involve government action, community participation, and innovative approaches that 

ensure sustainability and inclusivity. 

2.3.1 Policy and Governance Solutions 

Government support through clear policies, investment, and regulation is essential. For example, 

improving road networks, enforcing safety standards, and promoting Nigeria internationally can 

strengthen tourism. Effective governance ensures that tourism development aligns with national 

goals. 

In-text question: Improving road networks and enforcing safety standards are examples of 

______ solutions in tourism. 

2.3.2 Community-Based Solutions 

Local communities play a vital role in sustaining tourism. Solutions include involving 

communities in decision-making, ensuring fair distribution of benefits, and encouraging cultural 

preservation. When communities feel ownership, tourism becomes more sustainable and 

authentic. 

In-text question: Involving communities in decision-making is an example of a ______-based 

solution in tourism. 

2.3.3 Technological and Innovative Solutions 

Technology can transform tourism through digital promotion, online booking systems, and smart 

tourism initiatives. For instance, virtual tours and mobile apps can attract global audiences, while 

eco-friendly innovations reduce environmental impact. 

In-text question: Virtual tours and mobile apps are examples of ______ solutions in tourism. 

Pilot Questions 2.3 

1. State one example of a policy solution for tourism in Nigeria. 

2. Fill in the blank: Improving road networks and enforcing safety standards are examples 

of ______ solutions in tourism. 

3. State one example of a community-based solution for tourism. 

4. Fill in the blank: Involving communities in decision-making is an example of a 

______-based solution in tourism. 

5. State one example of a technological solution for tourism. 

6. Fill in the blank: Virtual tours and mobile apps are examples of ______ solutions in 

tourism. 
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2.4 Case Studies of Opportunities, Challenges, and Solutions 

Case studies provide practical illustrations of how opportunities, challenges, and solutions 

interact in Nigerian tourism destinations. They help us connect theory with reality and 

understand the dynamics of tourism development. 

2.4.1 Obudu Mountain Resort 

Obudu Mountain Resort offers eco-tourism opportunities through its scenic landscapes and 

cool climate. However, accessibility remains a major challenge due to poor road networks. A 

key solution is investment in infrastructure, such as improved roads and transport services, to 

make the resort more accessible to visitors. 

In-text question: Poor road networks are a major ______ facing Obudu Mountain Resort. 

2.4.2 Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove 

The Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove presents cultural opportunities by showcasing Nigeria’s 

spiritual traditions and artistic heritage. The main challenge lies in preserving authenticity 

amidst increasing tourist numbers. A recognised solution is UNESCO’s designation of the 

Grove as a World Heritage Site, which supports conservation and global awareness. 

In-text question: UNESCO recognition of Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove is a ______ solution 

supporting conservation. 

2.4.3 Lagos Beaches 

Lagos beaches provide significant economic opportunities through tourism revenue and small 

businesses. However, they face environmental challenges such as pollution and waste 

management. Effective solutions include environmental management programmes, community 

awareness campaigns, and stricter enforcement of sanitation regulations. 

In-text question: Waste management programmes at Lagos beaches are examples of ______ 

solutions. 

Pilot Questions 2.4 

1. State one opportunity provided by Obudu Mountain Resort. 

2. Fill in the blank: Poor road networks are a major ______ facing Obudu Mountain Resort. 

3. State one challenge faced by Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove. 

4. Fill in the blank: UNESCO recognition of Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove is a ______ 

solution supporting conservation. 

5. State one challenge faced by Lagos beaches. 

6. Fill in the blank: Waste management programmes at Lagos beaches are examples of 

______ solutions. 
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Series Summary (Series 2: Opportunities, Challenges, and Solutions for Nigerian 

Destinations) 

In this Series, we examined the opportunities that tourism presents in Nigeria, including 

economic benefits such as employment and revenue generation, cultural promotion through 

festivals and heritage sites, and environmental prospects like conservation and eco-tourism. 

These opportunities highlight tourism’s potential as a driver of national development. 

We then analysed the challenges that hinder tourism growth, focusing on infrastructure 

deficiencies such as poor road networks, security concerns including political instability and 

crime, and environmental and social pressures like pollution and cultural commodification. 

These barriers demonstrate the complexity of sustaining tourism destinations. 

Following that, we explored solutions at different levels. Policy and governance solutions 

emphasise government investment and regulation, community-based solutions highlight local 

participation and equitable benefit sharing, while technological innovations such as digital 

promotion and eco-friendly practices offer modern approaches to sustainability. 

Finally, through case studies of Obudu Mountain Resort, Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove, and 

Lagos beaches, we saw how opportunities, challenges, and solutions interact in real contexts. 

These examples illustrated the importance of infrastructure investment, cultural preservation, and 

environmental management in strengthening Nigerian tourism. 

This Series connects directly to the Learning Outcomes by enabling you to evaluate 

opportunities, analyse challenges, propose solutions, and apply knowledge to case studies. 

Together, these skills prepare you to think critically about tourism development in Nigeria and 

beyond. 

 

Glossary of Terms (Series 2: Opportunities, Challenges, and Solutions for 

Nigerian Destinations) 

• Economic opportunities: The potential of tourism to generate employment, stimulate 

local businesses, attract investment, and contribute to government revenue. 

• Cultural opportunities: The promotion and preservation of Nigeria’s rich traditions, 

festivals, crafts, and artistic heritage through tourism. 

• Environmental opportunities: The role of tourism in supporting conservation, 

eco-tourism, and sustainable use of natural resources. 

• Infrastructure deficiencies: Limitations such as poor road networks, inadequate 

transport, unreliable electricity, and insufficient accommodation that hinder tourism 

growth. 

• Security concerns: Issues of safety, including crime, political instability, and regional 

conflicts, which discourage tourists. 

• Environmental pressures: Negative impacts of tourism such as pollution, overcrowding, 

and waste management problems. 
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• Social pressures: Challenges like cultural commodification, loss of authenticity, and 

displacement of communities due to tourism development. 

• Policy solutions: Government actions such as investment in infrastructure, regulation, 

and international promotion of destinations. 

• Community-based solutions: Approaches that involve local communities in 

decision-making, ensure equitable benefit sharing, and encourage cultural preservation. 

• Technological solutions: Innovations such as digital promotion, online booking systems, 

virtual tours, and eco-friendly practices that enhance tourism. 

• Eco-tourism: A form of tourism that emphasises conservation, sustainability, and 

appreciation of natural environments. 

• UNESCO recognition: International designation of cultural or natural sites as World 

Heritage, supporting preservation and global awareness. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 2] 

Objective Questions (Linked to SLO 2.1 and SLO 2.2) 

1. Which of the following is an economic opportunity provided by tourism in Nigeria? a. 

Employment generation b. Pollution control c. Poor road networks d. Political instability 

2. The Durbar Festival in Kano is an example of a: a. Security concern b. Cultural 

opportunity c. Infrastructure deficiency d. Environmental pressure 

3. Which of the following is a challenge facing Nigerian tourism destinations? a. 

Eco-tourism development b. Waste management problems c. Employment generation d. 

Cultural preservation 

Short-Answer Questions (Linked to SLO 2.1 and SLO 2.2) 

4. Identify one cultural opportunity provided by tourism in Nigeria. 

5. Explain briefly how poor infrastructure affects tourism destinations. 

6. State one technological solution that can enhance Nigerian tourism. 

Long-Answer Questions (Linked to SLO 2.3 and SLO 2.4) 

7. Analyse the benefits of community-based solutions in addressing tourism challenges. 

8. Evaluate how opportunities, challenges, and solutions interact in the case of Lagos 

beaches. 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2] 

Objective Questions 

1. a. Employment generation 

2. b. Cultural opportunity 

3. b. Waste management problems 
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Short-Answer Questions 

4. The Osun-Osogbo Festival is a cultural opportunity that promotes heritage and attracts 

tourists. 

5. Poor infrastructure such as bad roads and inadequate transport reduces accessibility, 

discourages visitors, and limits tourism growth. 

6. Virtual tours and mobile apps are technological solutions that promote destinations and 

improve tourist experiences. 

Long-Answer Questions 

7. Analyse the benefits of community-based solutions in addressing tourism challenges. 

• Basic response: Community-based solutions ensure local participation, preserve cultural 

identity, and promote equitable sharing of tourism benefits. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may argue that community ownership 

fosters sustainability, reduces conflict, and enhances authenticity. They may also propose 

models such as community cooperatives or partnerships with government and private 

investors. 

8. Evaluate how opportunities, challenges, and solutions interact in the case of Lagos 

beaches. 

• Basic response: Lagos beaches provide economic opportunities through tourism revenue 

and small businesses. However, they face environmental challenges such as pollution. 

Solutions include waste management programmes and stricter sanitation enforcement. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may evaluate how balancing economic 

growth with environmental sustainability is critical. They may propose innovative 

solutions such as eco-friendly tourism initiatives, community awareness campaigns, and 

partnerships with NGOs for coastal conservation. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2] 

Pilot Questions 2.1 (Opportunities) 

1. One economic opportunity provided by tourism in Nigeria is employment generation. 

2. Tourism generates employment and stimulates local businesses. 

3. One cultural opportunity provided by tourism is the Durbar Festival in Kano. 

4. The Osun-Osogbo Festival is an example of a cultural opportunity in tourism. 

5. One environmental opportunity provided by tourism is wildlife conservation at Yankari 

Game Reserve. 

6. Yankari Game Reserve supports wildlife protection as part of tourism opportunities. 

Pilot Questions 2.2 (Challenges) 
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1. One infrastructure deficiency that affects tourism in Nigeria is poor road networks. 

2. Poor road networks and limited transport facilities are examples of infrastructure 

deficiencies in tourism. 

3. One security concern that affects tourism in Nigeria is political instability. 

4. Political instability and crime are examples of security concerns in tourism. 

5. One environmental or social pressure caused by tourism is pollution at Lagos beaches. 

6. Waste management problems at Lagos beaches are examples of environmental pressures 

in tourism. 

Pilot Questions 2.3 (Solutions) 

1. One example of a policy solution for tourism in Nigeria is government investment in 

infrastructure. 

2. Improving road networks and enforcing safety standards are examples of policy solutions 

in tourism. 

3. One example of a community-based solution for tourism is involving locals in 

decision-making. 

4. Involving communities in decision-making is an example of a community-based 

solution in tourism. 

5. One example of a technological solution for tourism is virtual tours. 

6. Virtual tours and mobile apps are examples of technological solutions in tourism. 

Pilot Questions 2.4 (Case Studies) 

1. One opportunity provided by Obudu Mountain Resort is eco-tourism. 

2. Poor road networks are a major challenge facing Obudu Mountain Resort. 

3. One challenge faced by Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove is preserving authenticity. 

4. UNESCO recognition of Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove is a policy solution supporting 

conservation. 

5. One challenge faced by Lagos beaches is pollution. 

6. Waste management programmes at Lagos beaches are examples of environmental 

solutions. 

 

List of References/Attributions [Series 2] 

In preparing Series 2: Opportunities, Challenges, and Solutions for Nigerian Destinations, 

the following references and attributions are acknowledged. These provide background 

knowledge, examples, and placeholders for illustrations that can be refined later. 

• Tourism opportunities: General references to economic, cultural, and environmental 

prospects are based on Nigerian tourism development reports and academic studies on 

sustainable tourism. 
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• Tourism challenges: Infrastructure deficiencies, security concerns, and environmental 

pressures are drawn from Nigerian government publications, tourism industry analyses, 

and environmental studies. 

• Tourism solutions: Policy, community, and technological approaches are informed by 

case studies in tourism planning and sustainable development literature. 

• Case studies: Examples such as Obudu Mountain Resort, Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove, 

and Lagos beaches are based on Nigerian tourism promotion materials, UNESCO 

documentation, and environmental management reports. 

Illustration Placeholders 

• Figure 2.1: Diagram showing the three categories of tourism opportunities (economic, 

cultural, environmental). Suggested AI prompt: “Generate a labelled diagram illustrating 

economic, cultural, and environmental opportunities in Nigerian tourism.” 

• Plate 2.2: Photographs of challenges such as poor road networks, security checkpoints, 

and polluted beaches. Suggested AI prompt: “Create a collage of Nigerian tourism 

challenges including poor roads, security concerns, and beach pollution.” 

• Table 2.3: Comparative table of solutions (policy, community, technological) with 

examples. 

• Box 2.4: Case study highlights of Obudu Mountain Resort, Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove, 

and Lagos beaches. 

 

Course Title: Tourism Resources and Destinations in Nigeria 

Course Code: HTM212 

Course Units: 2 Units 

•  Series 1: Identification of Tourism Destinations and Their Features in Nigeria 

•  Series 2: Opportunities, Challenges, and Solutions for Nigerian Destinations 

•  Series 3: Tourism Support Services and Their Importance to Local and International 

Tourists 

•  Series 4: Sustainable Management Plans for Tourism Destinations 

•  Series 5: Comparing Nigerian Destinations with Globally Recognised Locations 
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Suggested Outline for Series 3: Tourism Support 

Services and Their Importance to Local and 

International Tourists 

• 3.1 Types of Tourism Support Services 

o 3.1.1 Accommodation Services (hotels, guest houses, resorts, hostels) 

o 3.1.2 Transport Services (airlines, buses, taxis, car hire, rail) 

o 3.1.3 Food and Beverage Services (restaurants, catering, local cuisine) 

o 3.1.4 Information and Guiding Services (tour guides, visitor centres, travel 

agencies) 

• 3.2 Importance of Tourism Support Services to Local Tourists 

o 3.2.1 Accessibility and Convenience 

o 3.2.2 Cultural Familiarity and Comfort 

o 3.2.3 Economic Affordability 

• 3.3 Importance of Tourism Support Services to International Tourists 

o 3.3.1 Safety and Security 

o 3.3.2 Cross-cultural Communication and Guidance 

o 3.3.3 Quality Standards and Global Expectations 

• 3.4 Case Studies of Tourism Support Services in Nigeria 

o 3.4.1 Accommodation in Lagos and Abuja 

o 3.4.2 Transport Services to Obudu Mountain Resort 

o 3.4.3 Food and Cultural Experiences in Kano and Calabar 

 

Introduction 

In the last Series, we examined the opportunities, challenges, and solutions for Nigerian tourism 

destinations. Having understood how destinations can be strengthened, we now turn our attention 

to the support services that make tourism experiences possible. These services, ranging from 

accommodation and transport to food, guiding, and information, are essential for both local and 

international tourists. Without them, even the most attractive destinations would struggle to 

provide meaningful experiences. 

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the different types of tourism support services and to 

highlight their importance in ensuring accessibility, comfort, safety, and satisfaction for tourists. 

We shall commence this Series by exploring the various types of tourism support services, 

including accommodation, transport, food and beverage, and guiding services. Next, we will 

examine their importance to local tourists, focusing on accessibility, cultural familiarity, and 

affordability. Following that, we will analyse their importance to international tourists, with 

emphasis on safety, communication, and global standards. Finally, we will conclude with case 

studies from Nigeria, such as accommodation in Lagos and Abuja, transport to Obudu Mountain 
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Resort, and food experiences in Kano and Calabar, to illustrate how support services operate in 

real contexts. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes (Series 3: Tourism Support Services and Their 

Importance to Local and International Tourists) 

By the end of this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 3.1: Identify the different types of tourism support services such as 

accommodation, transport, food and beverage, and guiding services. 

• SLO 3.2: Explain the importance of tourism support services to local tourists, focusing 

on accessibility, cultural familiarity, and affordability. 

• SLO 3.3: Analyse the importance of tourism support services to international tourists, 

with emphasis on safety, communication, and global quality standards. 

• SLO 3.4: Apply knowledge of tourism support services to Nigerian case studies, 

including accommodation in Lagos and Abuja, transport to Obudu Mountain Resort, and 

food experiences in Kano and Calabar. 

 

3.1 Types of Tourism Support Services 

Tourism relies heavily on support services that make destinations accessible, comfortable, and 

enjoyable. These services are the backbone of the tourism industry, ensuring that both local and 

international tourists can fully experience what a destination has to offer. 

3.1.1 Accommodation Services 

Accommodation includes hotels, guest houses, resorts, and hostels. These provide tourists with 

safe and comfortable places to stay. In Nigeria, cities like Lagos and Abuja offer a range of 

options from luxury hotels to budget lodgings. 

In-text question: Hotels and guest houses are examples of ______ services in tourism. 

3.1.2 Transport Services 

Transport services such as airlines, buses, taxis, car hire, and rail systems help tourists move 

between destinations. For instance, flights to Calabar or road transport to Obudu Mountain 

Resort make tourism possible in otherwise remote areas. 

In-text question: Airlines and buses are examples of ______ services in tourism. 

3.1.3 Food and Beverage Services 
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Restaurants, catering services, and local cuisine outlets provide tourists with meals and cultural 

experiences. Nigerian destinations often highlight traditional dishes like jollof rice and suya, 

which enrich the tourism experience. 

In-text question: Jollof rice and suya are examples of ______ services in tourism. 

3.1.4 Information and Guiding Services 

Tour guides, visitor centres, and travel agencies provide essential information and orientation. 

They help tourists understand local culture, navigate destinations, and ensure safety. For 

example, guides at Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove explain the cultural significance of the site. 

In-text question: Tour guides and visitor centres are examples of ______ services in tourism. 

Pilot Questions 3.1 

1. State one example of accommodation services in Nigerian tourism. 

2. Fill in the blank: Hotels and guest houses are examples of ______ services in tourism. 

3. State one example of transport services in Nigerian tourism. 

4. Fill in the blank: Airlines and buses are examples of ______ services in tourism. 

5. State one example of food and beverage services in Nigerian tourism. 

6. Fill in the blank: Jollof rice and suya are examples of ______ services in tourism. 

7. State one example of information and guiding services in Nigerian tourism. 

8. Fill in the blank: Tour guides and visitor centres are examples of ______ services in 

tourism. 

 

3.2 Importance of Tourism Support Services to Local 

Tourists 

Tourism support services are vital for local tourists, as they enhance accessibility, comfort, and 

affordability. These services ensure that domestic travellers can enjoy destinations without 

unnecessary stress or limitations. 

3.2.1 Accessibility and Convenience 

Local tourists benefit from transport services such as buses, taxis, and rail systems, which make 

destinations easier to reach. Accommodation services also provide convenient lodging options 

close to attractions, reducing travel time and effort. 

In-text question: Buses and taxis improve ______ for local tourists. 

3.2.2 Cultural Familiarity and Comfort 
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Food and beverage services allow local tourists to enjoy familiar dishes while travelling. For 

example, suya and jollof rice provide comfort and cultural connection, making tourism 

experiences more enjoyable. 

In-text question: Suya and jollof rice provide cultural ______ for local tourists. 

3.2.3 Economic Affordability 

Affordable accommodation and transport options make tourism accessible to a wider range of 

Nigerians. Budget hotels, guest houses, and public transport systems ensure that tourism is not 

limited to the wealthy. 

In-text question: Budget hotels and guest houses provide economic ______ for local tourists. 

Pilot Questions 3.2 

1. State one way transport services benefit local tourists. 

2. Fill in the blank: Buses and taxis improve ______ for local tourists. 

3. State one way food services benefit local tourists. 

4. Fill in the blank: Suya and jollof rice provide cultural ______ for local tourists. 

5. State one way accommodation services benefit local tourists. 

6. Fill in the blank: Budget hotels and guest houses provide economic ______ for local 

tourists. 

 

 

3.3 Importance of Tourism Support Services to International 

Tourists 

Tourism support services are especially critical for international tourists, who often face 

unfamiliar environments, cultures, and systems. These services ensure safety, comfort, and 

satisfaction, making destinations more appealing globally. 

3.3.1 Safety and Security 

International tourists rely on secure accommodation, reliable transport, and trustworthy guiding 

services. Hotels with safety standards, regulated taxis, and professional tour guides help reduce 

risks and build confidence in Nigerian destinations. 

In-text question: Secure hotels and regulated taxis improve ______ for international tourists. 

3.3.2 Cross-Cultural Communication and Guidance 
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Tour guides, visitor centres, and multilingual information services help international tourists 

overcome language barriers and cultural differences. For example, guides at heritage sites 

explain traditions in ways that are accessible to foreign visitors. 

In-text question: Multilingual guides and visitor centres improve ______ for international 

tourists. 

3.3.3 Quality Standards and Global Expectations 

International tourists expect services that meet global standards. This includes clean 

accommodation, reliable transport, and hygienic food services. Meeting these expectations 

enhances Nigeria’s reputation as a competitive tourism destination. 

In-text question: Clean accommodation and hygienic food services meet global ______ for 

international tourists. 

Pilot Questions 3.3 

1. State one way accommodation services benefit international tourists. 

2. Fill in the blank: Secure hotels and regulated taxis improve ______ for international 

tourists. 

3. State one way guiding services benefit international tourists. 

4. Fill in the blank: Multilingual guides and visitor centres improve ______ for international 

tourists. 

5. State one way food services benefit international tourists. 

6. Fill in the blank: Clean accommodation and hygienic food services meet global ______ 

for international tourists. 

Series Summary (Series 3: Tourism Support Services and Their Importance to 

Local and International Tourists) 

In this Series, we explored the types of tourism support services that sustain destinations and 

enhance tourist experiences. These include accommodation, transport, food_and_beverage, and 

information_and_guiding. Each service plays a unique role in ensuring accessibility, comfort, 

and cultural immersion. 

We then examined their importance to local tourists, highlighting how services improve 

accessibility, provide cultural_familiarity, and ensure affordability. For domestic travellers, these 

services make tourism more inclusive and enjoyable. 

Next, we analysed their importance to international tourists, focusing on safety_and_security, 

cross_cultural_communication, and global_quality_standards. These services help foreign 

visitors feel secure, understood, and satisfied, thereby strengthening Nigeria’s global tourism 

appeal. 
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Finally, through case studies, we applied these concepts to Nigerian contexts: 

accommodation_in_Lagos_and_Abuja, transport_to_Obudu_Mountain_Resort, and 

food_experiences_in_Kano_and_Calabar. These examples illustrated how support services 

operate in practice, balancing local needs with international expectations. 

This Series connects directly to the Learning Outcomes by enabling you to identify types of 

support services, explain their importance to local tourists, analyse their importance to 

international tourists, and apply knowledge to Nigerian case studies. 

 

Glossary of Terms (Series 3: Tourism Support Services and Their Importance to 

Local and International Tourists) 

• Accommodation services: Lodging facilities such as hotels, guest houses, resorts, and 

hostels that provide tourists with safe and comfortable places to stay. 

• Transport services: Systems that enable tourists to move between destinations, 

including airlines, buses, taxis, car hire, and rail networks. 

• Food and beverage services: Restaurants, catering, and local cuisine outlets that provide 

meals and cultural experiences for tourists. 

• Information and guiding services: Tour guides, visitor centres, and travel agencies that 

offer orientation, cultural interpretation, and safety guidance. 

• Accessibility: The ease with which tourists can reach and enjoy destinations through 

reliable transport and accommodation. 

• Cultural familiarity: The comfort tourists feel when they encounter familiar food, 

traditions, or services that connect them to their culture. 

• Affordability: The availability of budget-friendly options in accommodation, transport, 

and food services that make tourism inclusive. 

• Safety and security: Measures that protect tourists, including secure lodging, regulated 

transport, and professional guiding services. 

• Cross-cultural communication: Services such as multilingual guides and visitor centres 

that help international tourists overcome language and cultural barriers. 

• Global quality standards: International expectations for cleanliness, reliability, and 

professionalism in tourism services. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 3] 

Objective Questions (Linked to SLO 3.1 and SLO 3.2) 

1. Which of the following is an example of accommodation services? a. Airlines b. Hotels 

c. Restaurants d. Tour guides 

2. Which of the following improves accessibility for local tourists? a. Suya and jollof rice b. 

Budget hotels c. Buses and taxis d. Multilingual guides 
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3. Which of the following is a global quality standard expected by international tourists? 

a. Cultural familiarity b. Clean accommodation c. Affordable transport d. Local cuisine 

Short-Answer Questions (Linked to SLO 3.1 and SLO 3.3) 

4. State one example of food and beverage services in Nigerian tourism. 

5. Explain briefly how guiding services benefit international tourists. 

6. State one way accommodation services benefit local tourists. 

Long-Answer Questions (Linked to SLO 3.2, SLO 3.3, and SLO 3.4) 

7. Analyse the importance of transport services to local tourists in Nigeria. 

8. Evaluate how accommodation, transport, and food services interact in the case of Lagos 

and Calabar. 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3] 

Objective Questions 

1. b. Hotels 

2. c. Buses and taxis 

3. b. Clean accommodation 

Short-Answer Questions 

4. Jollof rice and suya are examples of food and beverage services. 

5. Guiding services help international tourists overcome language barriers, understand 

cultural traditions, and navigate destinations safely. 

6. Accommodation services provide local tourists with affordable lodging close to 

attractions, improving convenience. 

Long-Answer Questions 

7. Analyse the importance of transport services to local tourists in Nigeria. 

• Basic response: Transport services such as buses and taxis improve accessibility, 

allowing local tourists to reach destinations easily. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may argue that transport services also 

reduce travel costs, connect rural and urban areas, and encourage domestic tourism 

growth. 

8. Evaluate how accommodation, transport, and food services interact in the case of Lagos 

and Calabar. 

• Basic response: Lagos offers diverse accommodation and transport options, while 

Calabar provides rich food experiences. Together, these services enhance tourism. 
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• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may evaluate how the combination of 

quality lodging, reliable transport, and cultural cuisine creates holistic tourism 

experiences. They may also propose improvements such as eco-friendly hotels, better 

road networks, and promotion of local dishes to international standards. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3] 

Pilot Questions 3.1 (Types of Tourism Support Services) 

1. One example of accommodation services in Nigerian tourism is hotels in Lagos. 

2. Hotels and guest houses are examples of accommodation services in tourism. 

3. One example of transport services in Nigerian tourism is airlines connecting Abuja to 

Calabar. 

4. Airlines and buses are examples of transport services in tourism. 

5. One example of food and beverage services in Nigerian tourism is suya. 

6. Jollof rice and suya are examples of food and beverage services in tourism. 

7. One example of information and guiding services in Nigerian tourism is tour guides at 

Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove. 

8. Tour guides and visitor centres are examples of information and guiding services in 

tourism. 

Pilot Questions 3.2 (Importance to Local Tourists) 

1. Transport services benefit local tourists by improving accessibility to destinations. 

2. Buses and taxis improve accessibility for local tourists. 

3. Food services benefit local tourists by providing familiar cultural dishes. 

4. Suya and jollof rice provide cultural familiarity for local tourists. 

5. Accommodation services benefit local tourists by offering affordable lodging. 

6. Budget hotels and guest houses provide economic affordability for local tourists. 

Pilot Questions 3.3 (Importance to International Tourists) 

1. Accommodation services benefit international tourists by providing secure and clean 

lodging. 

2. Secure hotels and regulated taxis improve safety and security for international tourists. 

3. Guiding services benefit international tourists by helping them overcome language 

barriers and cultural differences. 

4. Multilingual guides and visitor centres improve cross-cultural communication for 

international tourists. 

5. Food services benefit international tourists by meeting hygiene and global quality 

standards. 

6. Clean accommodation and hygienic food services meet global quality standards for 

international tourists. 
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Pilot Questions 3.4 (Case Studies) 

1. One example of accommodation services in Lagos or Abuja is luxury hotels. 

2. Luxury hotels in Lagos are examples of accommodation services in tourism. 

3. One example of transport services to Obudu Mountain Resort is car hire. 

4. Car hire services to Obudu Mountain Resort are examples of transport services in 

tourism. 

5. One example of food services in Kano or Calabar is afang soup. 

6. Afang soup in Calabar is an example of food and beverage services in tourism. 

 

List of References/Attributions [Series 3] 

In preparing Series 3: Tourism Support Services and Their Importance to Local and 

International Tourists, the following references and attributions are acknowledged. These 

provide background knowledge, examples, and placeholders for illustrations that can be refined 

later. 

• Accommodation services: References drawn from Nigerian hospitality industry reports, 

tourism promotion materials, and case studies of hotels in Lagos and Abuja. 

• Transport services: Sources include Nigerian transport sector analyses, government 

infrastructure publications, and tourism accessibility studies. 

• Food and beverage services: Culinary tourism references from Nigerian cultural 

heritage studies, restaurant industry reports, and local cuisine documentation. 

• Information and guiding services: References from travel agency publications, guiding 

service manuals, and visitor centre case studies. 

• Local vs international tourist needs: Comparative studies on domestic and foreign 

tourism expectations, safety standards, and affordability. 

• Case studies: Examples such as Lagos hotels, Obudu Mountain Resort transport, and 

food experiences in Kano and Calabar are based on Nigerian tourism promotion 

materials, cultural studies, and hospitality industry reports. 

Illustration Placeholders 

• Figure 3.1: Diagram showing the four categories of tourism support services 

(accommodation, transport, food, guiding). Suggested AI prompt: “Generate a labelled 

diagram illustrating accommodation, transport, food, and guiding services in Nigerian 

tourism.” 

• Plate 3.2: Photographs of hotels in Lagos, buses to Obudu Mountain Resort, and food 

experiences in Calabar. Suggested AI prompt: “Create a collage of Nigerian tourism 

support services including hotels, transport, and food.” 

• Table 3.3: Comparative table of support services for local vs international tourists. 

• Box 3.4: Case study highlights of Lagos accommodation, Obudu transport, and Calabar 

food experiences. 
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Course Title: Tourism Resources and Destinations in Nigeria 

Course Code: HTM212 

Course Units: 2 Units 

•  Series 1: Identification of Tourism Destinations and Their Features in Nigeria 

•  Series 2: Opportunities, Challenges, and Solutions for Nigerian Destinations 

•  Series 3: Tourism Support Services and Their Importance to Local and International 

Tourists 

•  Series 4: Sustainable Management Plans for Tourism Destinations 

•  Series 5: Comparing Nigerian Destinations with Globally Recognised Locations 

 

Suggested Outline for Series 4: Sustainable 

Management Plans for Tourism Destinations 

• 4.1 Concept of Sustainable Tourism Management 

o 4.1.1 Definition and Principles of Sustainability in Tourism 

o 4.1.2 Goals of Sustainable Management Plans 

o 4.1.3 Global and Nigerian Perspectives on Sustainability 

• 4.2 Components of Sustainable Management Plans 

o 4.2.1 Environmental Management (waste, conservation, eco-tourism) 

o 4.2.2 Socio-Cultural Management (heritage preservation, community 

involvement) 

o 4.2.3 Economic Management (employment, revenue, equitable distribution) 

• 4.3 Implementation Strategies for Sustainable Tourism 

o 4.3.1 Policy and Regulatory Frameworks 

o 4.3.2 Community-Based Approaches 

o 4.3.3 Technological Innovations in Sustainable Tourism 

• 4.4 Case Studies of Sustainable Tourism in Nigeria 

o 4.4.1 Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove (cultural preservation) 

o 4.4.2 Yankari Game Reserve (wildlife conservation) 

o 4.4.3 Lagos Beaches (environmental management and eco-tourism initiatives) 
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Introduction (Series 4: Sustainable Management Plans for Tourism Destinations) 

In the previous Series, we examined the role of tourism support services in enhancing 

experiences for both local and international tourists. Building on that foundation, this Series 

focuses on the sustainable management of tourism destinations, a critical aspect of ensuring 

that tourism remains beneficial without compromising environmental, cultural, and economic 

integrity. Sustainable management plans are designed to balance growth with preservation, 

ensuring that destinations thrive for future generations. 

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the concept of sustainability in tourism, highlight the 

key components of sustainable management plans, and explore strategies for their effective 

implementation. By understanding these principles, learners will appreciate how tourism can be 

developed responsibly while protecting natural and cultural resources. 

We shall begin by examining the concept of sustainable tourism management, including its 

definition, principles, and goals. Next, we will explore the components of sustainable 

management plans, focusing on environmental, socio-cultural, and economic dimensions. 

Following that, we will discuss implementation strategies, such as policy frameworks, 

community-based approaches, and technological innovations. Finally, we will conclude with 

case studies from Nigeria, including Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove, Yankari Game Reserve, and 

Lagos beaches, to illustrate practical applications of sustainability in tourism. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes (Series 4: Sustainable Management Plans for Tourism 

Destinations) 

By the end of this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 4.1: Define the concept and principles of sustainable tourism management. 

• SLO 4.2: Explain the key components_of_sustainable_management_plans, including 

environmental, socio-cultural, and economic dimensions. 

• SLO 4.3: Analyse different implementation_strategies such as policy frameworks, 

community-based approaches, and technological innovations. 

• SLO 4.4: Evaluate Nigerian case_studies (Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove, Yankari Game 

Reserve, Lagos beaches) to assess how sustainability principles are applied in practice. 

• SLO 4.5: Propose practical recommendations for improving sustainable_management of 

tourism destinations in Nigeria. 
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4.1 Concept of Sustainable Tourism Management 

Tourism destinations must be managed in ways that balance growth with preservation. 

Sustainable tourism management ensures that natural, cultural, and economic resources are 

protected while still providing meaningful experiences for tourists. It is about meeting present 

needs without compromising the ability of future generations to enjoy the same destinations. 

4.1.1 Definition and Principles of Sustainability in Tourism 

Sustainable tourism management refers to the planning and operation of tourism activities in 

ways that minimize negative impacts and maximize long-term benefits. Its principles include 

conservation of resources, respect for local cultures, and equitable economic distribution. 

In-text question: The principle of conserving resources is central to ______ tourism 

management. 

4.1.2 Goals of Sustainable Management Plans 

The goals include protecting the environment, preserving cultural heritage, supporting local 

communities, and ensuring economic viability. These plans aim to create tourism that is 

responsible, inclusive, and resilient. 

In-text question: One goal of sustainable management plans is to preserve ______ heritage. 

4.1.3 Global and Nigerian Perspectives on Sustainability 

Globally, sustainability is a key priority in tourism, with eco-tourism and green certifications 

becoming widespread. In Nigeria, destinations like Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove and Yankari 

Game Reserve highlight efforts to integrate sustainability into tourism practices. 

In-text question: Eco-tourism and green certifications are examples of ______ perspectives on 

sustainability. 

Pilot Questions 4.1 

1. Define sustainable tourism management in one sentence. 

2. Fill in the blank: The principle of conserving resources is central to ______ tourism 

management. 

3. State one goal of sustainable management plans. 

4. Fill in the blank: One goal of sustainable management plans is to preserve ______ 

heritage. 

5. State one example of sustainability efforts in Nigeria. 

6. Fill in the blank: Eco-tourism and green certifications are examples of ______ 

perspectives on sustainability. 
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4.2 Components of Sustainable Management Plans 

Sustainable management plans are built on three interconnected dimensions: environmental, 

socio-cultural, and economic. Each component ensures that tourism destinations remain viable, 

equitable, and respectful of both people and nature. 

4.2.1 Environmental Management 

This involves protecting ecosystems, reducing waste, conserving water, and promoting 

eco-tourism. For example, destinations like Yankari Game Reserve emphasize wildlife 

conservation and responsible visitor practices. 

In-text question: Wildlife conservation is an example of ______ management in tourism. 

4.2.2 Socio-Cultural Management 

This focuses on preserving cultural heritage, respecting traditions, and involving local 

communities in tourism planning. Sites such as Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove highlight how 

cultural preservation can coexist with tourism. 

In-text question: Preserving traditions and heritage is part of ______ management in tourism. 

4.2.3 Economic Management 

This ensures that tourism generates employment, supports local businesses, and distributes 

revenue fairly. Sustainable plans aim to prevent economic leakage by encouraging tourists to 

spend within local communities. 

In-text question: Supporting local businesses is an example of ______ management in tourism. 

Pilot Questions 4.2 

1. State one example of environmental management in Nigerian tourism. 

2. Fill in the blank: Wildlife conservation is an example of ______ management in tourism. 

3. State one example of socio-cultural management in Nigerian tourism. 

4. Fill in the blank: Preserving traditions and heritage is part of ______ management in 

tourism. 

5. State one example of economic management in Nigerian tourism. 

6. Fill in the blank: Supporting local businesses is an example of ______ management in 

tourism. 
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4.3 Implementation Strategies for Sustainable Tourism 

For sustainability to move from theory into practice, destinations must adopt implementation 

strategies that ensure long-term success. These strategies combine policy, community 

involvement, and innovation. 

4.3.1 Policy and Regulatory Frameworks 

Governments play a central role in creating laws and policies that protect the environment, 

regulate tourism activities, and enforce standards. Examples include environmental impact 

assessments and zoning laws for tourism development. 

In-text question: Environmental impact assessments are part of ______ frameworks in tourism. 

4.3.2 Community-Based Approaches 

Local communities must be actively involved in tourism planning and management. This ensures 

that tourism benefits residents, preserves traditions, and reduces conflict. Community-based 

tourism projects empower locals to act as custodians of their heritage. 

In-text question: Involving residents in tourism planning is an example of ______ approaches. 

4.3.3 Technological Innovations in Sustainable Tourism 

Technology supports sustainability through eco-friendly infrastructure, digital monitoring of 

visitor numbers, and renewable energy use in hotels. For instance, solar-powered lodges and 

online booking systems reduce environmental impact. 

In-text question: Solar-powered lodges are examples of ______ innovations in tourism. 

Pilot Questions 4.3 

1. State one example of a policy framework used in tourism. 

2. Fill in the blank: Environmental impact assessments are part of ______ frameworks in 

tourism. 

3. State one example of a community-based approach in tourism. 

4. Fill in the blank: Involving residents in tourism planning is an example of ______ 

approaches. 

5. State one example of technological innovation in tourism. 

6. Fill in the blank: Solar-powered lodges are examples of ______ innovations in tourism. 
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4.4 Case Studies of Sustainable Tourism in Nigeria 

Case studies provide practical illustrations of how sustainable management plans are applied in 

Nigerian tourism destinations. They show the balance between environmental, socio-cultural, 

and economic dimensions. 

4.4.1 Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove (Cultural Preservation) 

This UNESCO World Heritage Site demonstrates socio-cultural sustainability. Management 

plans focus on preserving Yoruba traditions, protecting sacred forests, and involving local 

communities in cultural festivals. 

In-text question: Preserving Yoruba traditions at Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove is an example of 

______ sustainability. 

4.4.2 Yankari Game Reserve (Wildlife Conservation) 

Yankari highlights environmental sustainability through wildlife protection, eco-tourism, and 

conservation education. Management strategies include regulating visitor numbers and protecting 

endangered species. 

In-text question: Protecting endangered species at Yankari Game Reserve is an example of 

______ sustainability. 

4.4.3 Lagos Beaches (Environmental Management and Eco-Tourism) 

Lagos beaches illustrate environmental and economic sustainability. Efforts include waste 

management, eco-friendly tourism initiatives, and community involvement in beach clean-up 

campaigns. These practices improve tourist experiences while protecting coastal ecosystems. 

In-text question: Waste management at Lagos beaches is an example of ______ sustainability. 

Pilot Questions 4.4 

1. State one example of socio-cultural sustainability in Nigerian tourism. 

2. Fill in the blank: Preserving Yoruba traditions at Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove is an 

example of ______ sustainability. 

3. State one example of environmental sustainability in Nigerian tourism. 

4. Fill in the blank: Protecting endangered species at Yankari Game Reserve is an example 

of ______ sustainability. 

5. State one example of environmental management at Lagos beaches. 

6. Fill in the blank: Waste management at Lagos beaches is an example of ______ 

sustainability. 
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Series Summary (Series 4: Sustainable Management Plans for Tourism 

Destinations) 

This Series explored how tourism destinations can be managed sustainably to balance growth 

with preservation. We began with the concept_of_sustainable_tourism_management, defining 

sustainability as meeting present needs without compromising future generations. Principles such 

as conservation, cultural respect, and equitable economic distribution were emphasized, 

alongside global and Nigerian perspectives. 

We then examined the components_of_sustainable_management_plans, focusing on three 

dimensions: 

• Environmental_management: protecting ecosystems, reducing waste, and promoting 

eco-tourism. 

• Socio_cultural_management: preserving heritage, respecting traditions, and involving 

communities. 

• Economic_management: generating employment, supporting local businesses, and 

ensuring fair revenue distribution. 

Next, we explored implementation_strategies, including policy and regulatory frameworks, 

community-based approaches, and technological innovations such as renewable energy and 

digital monitoring. These strategies ensure that sustainability principles are effectively applied. 

Finally, we studied case_studies_in_Nigeria: 

• Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove (cultural preservation), 

• Yankari Game Reserve (wildlife conservation), 

• Lagos beaches (environmental management and eco-tourism). 

Together, these examples demonstrated how sustainability can be integrated into Nigerian 

tourism, balancing environmental protection, cultural respect, and economic growth. 

This Series connects directly to the Learning Outcomes by enabling learners to define 

sustainability, explain its components, analyse strategies, evaluate Nigerian case studies, and 

propose improvements for sustainable tourism management. 

 

Glossary of Terms (Series 4: Sustainable Management Plans for Tourism 

Destinations) 

• Sustainable tourism management: The planning and operation of tourism activities in 

ways that balance environmental, socio-cultural, and economic needs to ensure long-term 

viability. 

• Environmental management: Strategies that protect ecosystems, conserve resources, 

reduce waste, and promote eco-friendly tourism practices. 
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• Socio-cultural management: Efforts to preserve cultural heritage, respect traditions, and 

involve local communities in tourism planning and benefits. 

• Economic management: Ensuring tourism generates employment, supports local 

businesses, and distributes revenue fairly to prevent economic leakage. 

• Eco-tourism: A form of tourism that emphasizes responsible travel to natural areas, 

conserving the environment, and improving the well-being of local people. 

• Policy frameworks: Laws, regulations, and guidelines established by governments to 

ensure tourism activities align with sustainability goals. 

• Community-based approaches: Tourism initiatives designed and managed by local 

residents to ensure cultural respect and equitable benefits. 

• Technological innovations: Use of renewable energy, digital monitoring, and 

eco-friendly infrastructure to reduce tourism’s environmental footprint. 

• Cultural preservation: Protecting and maintaining traditions, rituals, and heritage sites 

while integrating them into tourism experiences. 

• Wildlife conservation: Protecting animal species and their habitats through regulated 

tourism practices and conservation education. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 4: Sustainable Management Plans for Tourism 

Destinations] 

Objective Questions (Linked to SLO 4.1 and SLO 4.2) 

1. Which of the following is a principle of sustainable tourism management? a. Overuse 

of resources b. Conservation of resources c. Ignoring local cultures d. Economic leakage 

2. Which of the following is an example of environmental_management? a. Preserving 

traditions b. Supporting local businesses c. Wildlife conservation d. Revenue distribution 

3. Which of the following is an example of technological_innovations in tourism? a. 

Cultural festivals b. Solar-powered lodges c. Community meetings d. Employment 

generation 

Short-Answer Questions (Linked to SLO 4.2 and SLO 4.3) 

4. State one example of socio-cultural management in Nigerian tourism. 

5. Explain briefly how community-based approaches support sustainability in tourism. 

6. State one example of economic management in Nigerian tourism. 

Long-Answer Questions (Linked to SLO 4.3, SLO 4.4, and SLO 4.5) 

7. Analyse the role of policy frameworks in implementing sustainable tourism management. 

8. Evaluate how Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove and Yankari Game Reserve demonstrate 

different dimensions of sustainability. 

9. Propose practical recommendations for improving sustainable management of Lagos 

beaches. 
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Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4] 

Objective Questions 

1. b. Conservation of resources 

2. c. Wildlife conservation 

3. b. Solar-powered lodges 

Short-Answer Questions 

4. Preserving Yoruba traditions at Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove. 

5. Community-based approaches involve residents in tourism planning, ensuring cultural 

respect and equitable benefits. 

6. Supporting local businesses through tourism spending is an example of economic 

management. 

Long-Answer Questions 

7. Analyse the role of policy frameworks in implementing sustainable tourism management. 

• Basic response: Policy frameworks regulate tourism activities and protect the 

environment. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may argue that policies also ensure 

accountability, enforce standards, and align tourism with national development goals. 

8. Evaluate how Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove and Yankari Game Reserve demonstrate 

different dimensions of sustainability. 

• Basic response: Osun-Osogbo emphasizes cultural preservation, while Yankari focuses 

on wildlife conservation. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may evaluate how both sites integrate 

community involvement, education, and economic benefits, showing complementary 

sustainability dimensions. 

9. Propose practical recommendations for improving sustainable management of Lagos 

beaches. 

• Basic response: Recommendations include waste management and eco-friendly tourism 

practices. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may propose renewable energy use, stricter 

regulations, community clean-up campaigns, and promotion of eco-tourism to 

international standards. 
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4: Sustainable Management Plans for 

Tourism Destinations] 

Pilot Questions 4.1 (Concept of Sustainable Tourism Management) 

1. Sustainable tourism management is the planning and operation of tourism activities that 

balance environmental, socio-cultural, and economic needs. 

2. The principle of conserving resources is central to sustainable tourism management. 

3. One goal of sustainable management plans is to protect the environment. 

4. One goal of sustainable management plans is to preserve cultural heritage. 

5. An example of sustainability efforts in Nigeria is the conservation work at Yankari Game 

Reserve. 

6. Eco-tourism and green certifications are examples of global perspectives on 

sustainability. 

Pilot Questions 4.2 (Components of Sustainable Management Plans) 

1. An example of environmental management in Nigerian tourism is wildlife conservation 

at Yankari Game Reserve. 

2. Wildlife conservation is an example of environmental management in tourism. 

3. An example of socio-cultural management in Nigerian tourism is preserving Yoruba 

traditions at Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove. 

4. Preserving traditions and heritage is part of socio-cultural management in tourism. 

5. An example of economic management in Nigerian tourism is supporting local businesses 

through tourism spending. 

6. Supporting local businesses is an example of economic management in tourism. 

Pilot Questions 4.3 (Implementation Strategies for Sustainable Tourism) 

1. One example of a policy framework used in tourism is environmental impact 

assessments. 

2. Environmental impact assessments are part of policy and regulatory frameworks in 

tourism. 

3. One example of a community-based approach in tourism is involving residents in cultural 

festivals at Osun-Osogbo. 

4. Involving residents in tourism planning is an example of community-based approaches. 

5. One example of technological innovation in tourism is solar-powered lodges. 

6. Solar-powered lodges are examples of technological innovations in tourism. 

Pilot Questions 4.4 (Case Studies of Sustainable Tourism in Nigeria) 

1. An example of socio-cultural sustainability in Nigerian tourism is cultural preservation at 

Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove. 

2. Preserving Yoruba traditions at Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove is an example of 

socio-cultural sustainability. 
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3. An example of environmental sustainability in Nigerian tourism is wildlife protection at 

Yankari Game Reserve. 

4. Protecting endangered species at Yankari Game Reserve is an example of environmental 

sustainability. 

5. An example of environmental management at Lagos beaches is waste management. 

6. Waste management at Lagos beaches is an example of environmental sustainability. 

 

List of References/Attributions [Series 4: Sustainable Management Plans for 

Tourism Destinations] 

In preparing Series 4, the following references and attributions are acknowledged. These provide 

background knowledge, examples, and placeholders for illustrations that can be refined later. 

• Sustainable tourism management: References from global tourism sustainability 

frameworks (UNWTO, UNEP) and Nigerian tourism development policies. 

• Environmental management: Sources include conservation studies on Yankari Game 

Reserve, eco-tourism initiatives, and Nigerian environmental impact assessment 

guidelines. 

• Socio_cultural_management: References from UNESCO documentation on 

Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove, Nigerian cultural heritage preservation reports, and 

community-based tourism studies. 

• Economic management: Tourism economics reports, Nigerian hospitality industry 

analyses, and studies on local business integration in tourism. 

• Implementation strategies: Policy frameworks from Nigerian government tourism 

agencies, community participation models, and technological innovation case studies. 

• Case studies: Practical examples from Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove (cultural 

preservation), Yankari Game Reserve (wildlife conservation), and Lagos beaches 

(environmental management). 

Illustration Placeholders 

• Figure 4.1: Diagram showing the three components of sustainable management plans 

(environmental, socio-cultural, economic). Suggested AI prompt: “Generate a labelled 

diagram illustrating environmental, socio-cultural, and economic components of 

sustainable tourism management.” 

• Plate 4.2: Photographs of Osun-Osogbo Sacred Grove, Yankari Game Reserve, and 

Lagos beaches. Suggested AI prompt: “Create a collage of Nigerian sustainable tourism 

case studies including Osun-Osogbo, Yankari, and Lagos beaches.” 

• Table 4.3: Comparative table of sustainability strategies (policy frameworks, community 

approaches, technological innovations). 

• Box 4.4: Case study highlights of Nigerian destinations applying sustainable management 

plans. 
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Course Title: Tourism Resources and Destinations in Nigeria 

Course Code: HTM212 

Course Units: 2 Units 

•  Series 1: Identification of Tourism Destinations and Their Features in Nigeria 

•  Series 2: Opportunities, Challenges, and Solutions for Nigerian Destinations 

•  Series 3: Tourism Support Services and Their Importance to Local and International 

Tourists 

•  Series 4: Sustainable Management Plans for Tourism Destinations 

•  Series 5: Comparing Nigerian Destinations with Globally Recognised Locations 

Suggested Outline for Series 5: Comparing Nigerian 

Destinations with Globally Recognised Locations 

 

• 5.1 Concept of Comparative Tourism Studies 

o 5.1.1 Definition and Purpose of Destination Comparison 

o 5.1.2 Benefits of Benchmarking Nigerian Destinations Against Global 

Locations 

o 5.1.3 Key Indicators for Comparison (environmental, cultural, economic, 

accessibility) 

• 5.2 Nigerian Destinations in Focus 

o 5.2.1 Lagos (urban tourism and beaches) 

o 5.2.2 Calabar (cultural festivals and heritage) 

o 5.2.3 Yankari Game Reserve (wildlife and eco-tourism) 

• 5.3 Globally Recognised Destinations in Focus 

o 5.3.1 Paris, France (urban culture and heritage) 

o 5.3.2 Bali, Indonesia (eco-tourism and beaches) 

o 5.3.3 Serengeti, Tanzania (wildlife conservation and safari tourism) 

• 5.4 Comparative Analysis: Nigerian vs Global Destinations 

o 5.4.1 Similarities in Tourism Offerings 

o 5.4.2 Differences in Infrastructure, Accessibility, and Global Recognition 

o 5.4.3 Lessons for Nigerian Tourism Development 
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Introduction (Series 5: Comparing Nigerian Destinations with Globally 

Recognised Locations) 

Tourism thrives on diversity, and destinations are often evaluated by comparing their offerings, 

accessibility, and recognition. This Series introduces the concept_of_comparative_tourism, 

focusing on how Nigerian destinations can be benchmarked against globally recognised 

locations. Such comparisons highlight strengths, reveal gaps, and provide lessons for improving 

Nigeria’s tourism sector. 

The aim of this Series is to help learners understand the importance of destination comparison, 

identify Nigerian tourism assets, and analyse how they measure up against international 

benchmarks. By doing so, learners will appreciate both the uniqueness of Nigerian destinations 

and the opportunities for growth through global best practices. 

We shall begin with the concept of comparative tourism studies, outlining its purpose and 

indicators. Next, we will examine Nigerian destinations in focus, including Lagos, Calabar, and 

Yankari Game Reserve. We will then explore globally recognised destinations, such as Paris, 

Bali, and the Serengeti. Finally, we will conduct a comparative analysis, identifying 

similarities, differences, and lessons for Nigerian tourism development. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes (Series 5: Comparing Nigerian Destinations with 

Globally Recognised Locations) 

By the end of this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 5.1: Define the concept_of_comparative_tourism and explain its purpose in 

evaluating destinations. 

• SLO 5.2: Identify key Nigerian_destinations such as Lagos, Calabar, and Yankari Game 

Reserve, and describe their tourism offerings. 

• SLO 5.3: Describe selected global_destinations including Paris, Bali, and the Serengeti, 

highlighting their unique features. 

• SLO 5.4: Analyse similarities and differences between Nigerian_vs_global_destinations 

in terms of culture, infrastructure, accessibility, and recognition. 

• SLO 5.5: Evaluate lessons Nigerian tourism can learn from global_best_practices to 

improve competitiveness and sustainability. 

 

5.1 Concept of Comparative Tourism Studies 

Tourism destinations are often evaluated by comparing their features, accessibility, and 

recognition. Comparative tourism studies provide a framework for benchmarking one 

destination against another, helping stakeholders identify strengths, weaknesses, and 
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opportunities for improvement. This approach is especially useful for countries like Nigeria that 

aim to enhance global competitiveness. 

5.1.1 Definition and Purpose of Destination Comparison 

Comparative tourism studies involve systematically analysing destinations to understand how 

they perform relative to others. The purpose is to highlight unique offerings, identify gaps, and 

adopt best practices from globally recognised locations. 

In-text question: The systematic analysis of destinations to identify strengths and weaknesses is 

called ______ tourism studies. 

5.1.2 Benefits of Benchmarking Nigerian Destinations Against Global Locations 

Benchmarking allows Nigerian destinations to learn from international standards in 

infrastructure, marketing, and sustainability. It also helps policymakers and tourism operators 

align local practices with global expectations, thereby improving competitiveness. 

In-text question: Benchmarking Nigerian destinations against global locations helps improve 

______ in tourism. 

5.1.3 Key Indicators for Comparison 

Indicators include environmental sustainability, cultural heritage, economic impact, accessibility, 

and global recognition. These provide measurable criteria for evaluating how Nigerian 

destinations compare with international benchmarks. 

In-text question: Accessibility and global recognition are examples of ______ used in 

comparative tourism studies. 

Pilot Questions 5.1 

1. Define comparative tourism studies in one sentence. 

2. Fill in the blank: The systematic analysis of destinations to identify strengths and 

weaknesses is called ______ tourism studies. 

3. State one benefit of benchmarking Nigerian destinations against global locations. 

4. Fill in the blank: Benchmarking Nigerian destinations against global locations helps 

improve ______ in tourism. 

5. State two key indicators used in comparative tourism studies. 

6. Fill in the blank: Accessibility and global recognition are examples of ______ used in 

comparative tourism studies. 

 

5.2 Nigerian Destinations in Focus 
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Nigeria offers diverse tourism destinations that reflect its cultural richness, natural beauty, and 

urban vibrancy. In this section, we highlight three key destinations: Lagos, Calabar, and 

Yankari Game Reserve. 

5.2.1 Lagos (Urban Tourism and Beaches) 

Lagos is Nigeria’s commercial hub and a major tourism destination. It is known for its vibrant 

nightlife, cultural festivals, and coastal attractions such as Tarkwa Bay and Elegushi Beach. 

Lagos combines urban tourism with beach leisure, making it a unique blend of modernity and 

relaxation. 

In-text question: Tarkwa Bay and Elegushi Beach are examples of tourism attractions in ______. 

5.2.2 Calabar (Cultural Festivals and Heritage) 

Calabar is famous for the annual Calabar Carnival, often referred to as “Africa’s biggest street 

party.” It showcases music, dance, and colorful parades, attracting both local and international 

tourists. Beyond the carnival, Calabar offers historical sites and cultural heritage experiences. 

In-text question: The Calabar Carnival is popularly known as Africa’s biggest ______. 

5.2.3 Yankari Game Reserve (Wildlife and Eco-Tourism) 

Located in Bauchi State, Yankari Game Reserve is Nigeria’s premier wildlife destination. It is 

home to elephants, lions, and baboons, and features natural attractions such as the Wikki Warm 

Springs. Yankari emphasizes eco-tourism and conservation education. 

In-text question: Wikki Warm Springs is a natural attraction found in ______ Game Reserve. 

Pilot Questions 5.2 

1. Name two tourism attractions in Lagos. 

2. Fill in the blank: Tarkwa Bay and Elegushi Beach are examples of tourism attractions in 

______. 

3. What is Calabar Carnival popularly known as? 

4. Fill in the blank: The Calabar Carnival is popularly known as Africa’s biggest ______. 

5. Name two wildlife species found in Yankari Game Reserve. 

6. Fill in the blank: Wikki Warm Springs is a natural attraction found in ______ Game 

Reserve. 
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5.3 Globally Recognised Destinations in Focus 

To benchmark Nigerian destinations effectively, we must examine globally recognised tourism 

locations that set standards in culture, infrastructure, and sustainability. Here, we highlight Paris, 

Bali, and the Serengeti. 

5.3.1 Paris, France (Urban Culture and Heritage) 

Paris is one of the most visited cities in the world, renowned for landmarks such as the Eiffel 

Tower, Louvre Museum, and Notre-Dame Cathedral. It exemplifies urban tourism, blending 

cultural heritage with modern infrastructure and global recognition. 

In-text question: The Eiffel Tower and Louvre Museum are iconic attractions in ______. 

5.3.2 Bali, Indonesia (Eco-Tourism and Beaches) 

Bali is famous for its tropical beaches, eco-friendly resorts, and cultural traditions. It 

demonstrates how destinations can integrate environmental sustainability with tourism growth, 

making it a global model for eco-tourism. 

In-text question: Bali is globally recognised for eco-friendly resorts and tropical ______. 

5.3.3 Serengeti, Tanzania (Wildlife Conservation and Safari Tourism) 

The Serengeti is a UNESCO World Heritage Site known for its vast savannahs and annual 

wildebeest migration. It represents excellence in wildlife conservation and safari tourism, 

attracting visitors from across the globe. 

In-text question: The annual wildebeest migration is a major attraction in the ______. 

Pilot Questions 5.3 

1. Name two iconic attractions in Paris. 

2. Fill in the blank: The Eiffel Tower and Louvre Museum are iconic attractions in ______. 

3. State one feature that makes Bali a global model for eco-tourism. 

4. Fill in the blank: Bali is globally recognised for eco-friendly resorts and tropical ______. 

5. What is the Serengeti famous for? 

6. Fill in the blank: The annual wildebeest migration is a major attraction in the ______. 

 

5.4 Comparative Analysis — Nigerian vs Global 

Destinations 
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Comparing Nigerian destinations with globally recognised locations reveals both shared 

strengths and areas for improvement. This analysis highlights similarities, differences, and 

lessons that can guide Nigerian tourism development. 

5.4.1 Similarities in Tourism Offerings 

• Lagos_vs_Bali: Both offer vibrant beach tourism and nightlife. 

• Calabar_vs_Paris: Each showcases cultural festivals and heritage, though Paris has 

greater global visibility. 

• Yankari_vs_Serengeti: Both emphasize wildlife conservation and eco-tourism. 

In-text question: Lagos and Bali share similarities in offering vibrant ______ tourism. 

5.4.2 Differences in Infrastructure, Accessibility, and Global Recognition 

• Nigerian destinations often face challenges in infrastructure (roads, airports, hospitality 

facilities) compared to global benchmarks. 

• Accessibility is higher in destinations like Paris and Bali due to advanced transport 

systems and international connectivity. 

• Global recognition is stronger for places like the Serengeti, which benefit from UNESCO 

status and international marketing. 

In-text question: Advanced transport systems give destinations like Paris and Bali greater 

______. 

5.4.3 Lessons for Nigerian Tourism Development 

• Invest in infrastructure to improve accessibility and visitor experience. 

• Strengthen marketing strategies to enhance global recognition. 

• Expand eco-tourism initiatives and cultural preservation to attract international audiences. 

• Encourage community involvement to ensure equitable benefits. 

In-text question: One lesson for Nigerian tourism development is to strengthen ______ strategies 

for global recognition. 

Pilot Questions 5.4 

1. State one similarity between Lagos and Bali. 

2. Fill in the blank: Lagos and Bali share similarities in offering vibrant ______ tourism. 

3. State one difference between Nigerian destinations and global benchmarks. 

4. Fill in the blank: Advanced transport systems give destinations like Paris and Bali greater 

______. 

5. State one lesson Nigerian tourism can learn from global destinations. 

6. Fill in the blank: One lesson for Nigerian tourism development is to strengthen ______ 

strategies for global recognition. 
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Series Summary (Series 5: Comparing Nigerian Destinations with Globally 

Recognised Locations) 

This Series explored how Nigerian destinations can be benchmarked against globally recognised 

tourism locations to identify strengths, gaps, and opportunities for growth. We began with the 

concept_of_comparative_tourism, defining comparative tourism studies as the systematic 

analysis of destinations to highlight unique offerings and adopt best practices. 

We then examined Nigerian_destinations in focus: 

• Lagos, known for urban vibrancy and beaches like Tarkwa Bay. 

• Calabar, famous for the Calabar Carnival and cultural heritage. 

• Yankari_Game_Reserve, Nigeria’s premier wildlife and eco-tourism site. 

Next, we explored global_destinations: 

• Paris, a global hub of urban culture and heritage. 

• Bali, renowned for eco-tourism and tropical beaches. 

• Serengeti, celebrated for wildlife conservation and the annual wildebeest migration. 

Finally, we conducted a comparative_analysis. Nigerian destinations share similarities with 

global benchmarks (beaches, festivals, wildlife conservation) but differ in infrastructure, 

accessibility, and international recognition. Lessons for Nigeria include investing in 

infrastructure, strengthening marketing strategies, expanding eco-tourism, and enhancing 

community involvement. 

This Series connects directly to the Learning Outcomes by enabling learners to define 

comparative tourism, identify Nigerian and global destinations, describe their features, analyse 

similarities and differences, and evaluate lessons for Nigerian tourism development. 

 

Glossary of Terms (Series 5: Comparing Nigerian Destinations with Globally 

Recognised Locations) 

• Comparative tourism studies: The systematic analysis of destinations to identify 

strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities by benchmarking them against other locations. 

• Benchmarking: The process of measuring a destination’s performance against global 

standards to improve competitiveness and sustainability. 

• Accessibility: The ease with which tourists can reach and navigate a destination, 

including transport systems, infrastructure, and connectivity. 

• Global recognition: The level of international awareness and prestige a destination 

enjoys, often influenced by marketing, UNESCO status, and visitor numbers. 

• Eco-tourism: Responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and 

supports the well-being of local communities. 
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• Cultural festivals: Organized events showcasing traditions, music, dance, and heritage, 

serving as major attractions for both local and international tourists. 

• Wildlife conservation: Efforts to protect animal species and their habitats, often 

integrated into tourism through reserves, safaris, and educational programs. 

• Urban tourism: Tourism activities centered around cities, focusing on cultural 

landmarks, nightlife, shopping, and modern infrastructure. 

• Tourism indicators: Measurable criteria such as sustainability, heritage preservation, 

economic impact, accessibility, and recognition used to compare destinations. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 5: Comparing Nigerian Destinations with 

Globally Recognised Locations] 

Objective Questions (Linked to SLO 5.1 and SLO 5.2) 

1. The systematic analysis of destinations to identify strengths and weaknesses is called 

______. a. Cultural studies b. Comparative tourism studies c. Economic analysis d. 

Heritage preservation 

2. Which Nigerian city is famous for the Calabar Carnival? a. Lagos b. Abuja c. Calabar d. 

Kano 

3. Which global destination is renowned for eco-friendly resorts and tropical beaches? a. 

Paris b. Bali c. Serengeti d. Cairo 

Short-Answer Questions (Linked to SLO 5.2 and SLO 5.3) 

4. State one tourism attraction in Lagos. 

5. What is Calabar Carnival popularly known as? 

6. Name one wildlife species found in Yankari Game Reserve. 

7. Mention one iconic attraction in Paris. 

8. What is the Serengeti famous for? 

Long-Answer Questions (Linked to SLO 5.4 and SLO 5.5) 

9. Analyse the similarities between Lagos and Bali in terms of tourism offerings. 

10. Evaluate the differences in accessibility between Nigerian destinations and global 

benchmarks like Paris. 

11. Propose three lessons Nigerian tourism can learn from globally recognised destinations to 

improve competitiveness. 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5] 

Objective Questions 

1. b. Comparative tourism studies 

2. c. Calabar 
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3. b. Bali 

Short-Answer Questions 

4. Tarkwa Bay or Elegushi Beach. 

5. Africa’s biggest street party. 

6. Elephants (or lions, baboons). 

7. Eiffel Tower (or Louvre Museum, Notre-Dame Cathedral). 

8. The annual wildebeest migration. 

Long-Answer Questions 

9. Analyse the similarities between Lagos and Bali in terms of tourism offerings. 

• Basic response: Both offer vibrant beach tourism and nightlife. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may analyse how both destinations 

integrate cultural experiences with leisure, attracting diverse tourist groups. 

10. Evaluate the differences in accessibility between Nigerian destinations and global 

benchmarks like Paris. 

• Basic response: Paris has advanced transport systems, while Nigerian destinations face 

infrastructure challenges. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may evaluate how accessibility impacts 

visitor numbers, global recognition, and overall competitiveness. 

11. Propose three lessons Nigerian tourism can learn from globally recognised destinations 

to improve competitiveness. 

• Basic response: Invest in infrastructure, strengthen marketing, and expand eco-tourism. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may propose integrating community 

involvement, pursuing UNESCO recognition, and adopting digital innovations for global 

visibility. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5: Comparing Nigerian Destinations with 

Globally Recognised Locations] 

Pilot Questions 5.1 (Concept of Comparative Tourism Studies) 

1. Comparative tourism studies are the systematic analysis of destinations to identify 

strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities. 

2. The systematic analysis of destinations to identify strengths and weaknesses is called 

comparative tourism studies. 
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3. One benefit of benchmarking Nigerian destinations is learning from international 

standards in infrastructure and sustainability. 

4. Benchmarking Nigerian destinations against global locations helps improve 

competitiveness in tourism. 

5. Two key indicators are environmental sustainability and accessibility. 

6. Accessibility and global recognition are examples of tourism indicators used in 

comparative studies. 

Pilot Questions 5.2 (Nigerian Destinations in Focus) 

1. Tarkwa Bay and Elegushi Beach are attractions in Lagos. 

2. Tarkwa Bay and Elegushi Beach are examples of tourism attractions in Lagos. 

3. The Calabar Carnival is popularly known as Africa’s biggest street party. 

4. The Calabar Carnival is popularly known as Africa’s biggest street party. 

5. Elephants and baboons are wildlife species found in Yankari Game Reserve. 

6. Wikki Warm Springs is a natural attraction found in Yankari Game Reserve. 

Pilot Questions 5.3 (Globally Recognised Destinations in Focus) 

1. The Eiffel Tower and Louvre Museum are iconic attractions in Paris. 

2. The Eiffel Tower and Louvre Museum are iconic attractions in Paris. 

3. Bali is a global model for eco-tourism because of its eco-friendly resorts. 

4. Bali is globally recognised for eco-friendly resorts and tropical beaches. 

5. The Serengeti is famous for the annual wildebeest migration. 

6. The annual wildebeest migration is a major attraction in the Serengeti. 

Pilot Questions 5.4 (Comparative Analysis: Nigerian vs Global Destinations) 

1. Lagos and Bali both offer vibrant beach tourism and nightlife. 

2. Lagos and Bali share similarities in offering vibrant beach tourism. 

3. Nigerian destinations often face infrastructure challenges compared to global 

benchmarks. 

4. Advanced transport systems give destinations like Paris and Bali greater accessibility. 

5. One lesson Nigerian tourism can learn is to invest in infrastructure. 

6. One lesson for Nigerian tourism development is to strengthen marketing strategies for 

global recognition. 

 

List of References/Attributions [Series 5: Comparing Nigerian Destinations with 

Globally Recognised Locations] 

In preparing Series 5, the following references and attributions are acknowledged. These provide 

background knowledge, comparative insights, and placeholders for illustrations that can be 

refined later. 
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• Comparative tourism studies: References from UNWTO reports, World Travel & 

Tourism Council publications, and academic studies on benchmarking destinations. 

• Nigerian destinations: Sources include Nigerian Tourism Development Corporation 

(NTDC) publications, cultural heritage documentation (e.g., Calabar Carnival reports), 

and conservation studies on Yankari Game Reserve. 

• Global destinations: References from UNESCO World Heritage listings, international 

tourism statistics, and case studies on Paris, Bali, and Serengeti. 

• Comparative analysis: Comparative frameworks from tourism management literature, 

focusing on infrastructure, accessibility, sustainability, and global recognition. 

Illustration Placeholders 

• Figure 5.1: Diagram showing the comparative framework (environmental, cultural, 

economic, accessibility, recognition). Suggested AI prompt: “Generate a labelled diagram 

illustrating indicators used in comparative tourism studies.” 

• Plate 5.2: Photographs of Lagos beaches, Calabar Carnival, and Yankari Game Reserve. 

Suggested AI prompt: “Create a collage of Nigerian tourism destinations including Lagos, 

Calabar, and Yankari.” 

• Plate 5.3: Photographs of Paris landmarks, Bali beaches, and Serengeti wildlife. 

Suggested AI prompt: “Create a collage of global tourism destinations including Paris, 

Bali, and Serengeti.” 

• Table 5.4: Comparative table highlighting similarities and differences between Nigerian 

and global destinations. 

• Box 5.5: Case study highlights summarizing lessons Nigerian tourism can learn from 

global benchmarks. 

 

 

 


