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Course Code: HMT 105 

Course Title: Tourism Movement and Historical Development  

Course Units: 3 units  

 1. Foundations of Human Movements in Tourism 

2. Historical Developments and Tourist Movement Patterns 

3. Cultural Attractions and Their Role in Tourism 

4. Modern Tourism Facilities and Structures 

5. Ecological and Natural Tourist Attractions 

 

Suggested outline for series1: Foundations of Human 

Movements in Tourism 

 Part 1: Conceptual Basis of Human Movements 

• Definition of Human Movements in Tourism 

• Pullman’s Theory of Human Movements 

• Scope and Relevance to Tourism Studies 

Part 2: Determinants of Human Movements 

 • Economic Factors 

• Social and Cultural Factors 

• Political and Environmental Factors 

Part 3: Migration Waves and Patterns 

 • Historical Migration Waves 

• Contemporary Tourist Movement Patterns 

•  Implications for Tourism Development 

 Part 4: Population Concentration and Dispersal 

 • Factors Influencing Concentration 

• Factors Influencing Dispersal 

• Relationship to Tourism Flows 

 Part 5: Tourism Movement Patterns and Development 
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 • Concept of Tourism Movement Patterns 

• Evolution of Tourism Movements 

• Linkages with Hospitality and Destination Planning 

 

Introduction  

Tourism is built upon the movement of people from one place to another, whether for leisure, 
culture, or discovery. Every journey begins with a decision to move, and understanding the 
foundations of human movements helps us to appreciate why individuals travel, how patterns of 
migration emerge, and what factors influence the flow of visitors to different destinations. This 
Series sets the stage for the entire course by exploring the basic principles that underpin tourism 
movements, making it a vital starting point for your study of tourism and historical development. 

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the conceptual basis of human movements and to 
equip you with the knowledge needed to analyse the determinants, patterns, and implications of 
these movements in relation to tourism. 

 We shall commence this Series by examining the conceptual basis of human movements, 
including definitions and Pullman’s theory. Next, we will explore the determinants of human 
movements, considering economic, social, cultural, political, and environmental influences. 
Following that, we will study migration waves and patterns, both historical and contemporary, and 
their implications for tourism. We will then move on to population concentration and dispersal, 
analysing how these factors shape tourism flows. Finally, we will wrap up by considering tourism 
movement patterns and their development, linking them to hospitality and destination planning. 

 

 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 
 Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

 • SLO 1.1 define the concept of human movements in tourism, 

• SLO 1.2 explain Pullman’s theory of human movements and its relevance to tourism studies, 

• SLO 1.3 analyse the determinants of human movements, including economic, social, cultural, 
political, and environmental factors, 

• SLO 1.4 describe historical migration waves and contemporary tourist movement patterns, 

• SLO 1.5 evaluate the implications of migration waves and patterns for tourism development, 
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• SLO 1.6 identify factors influencing population concentration and dispersal in relation to tourism 
flows, and 

• SLO 1.7 examine tourism movement patterns and assess their role in hospitality and destination 
planning. 

1.1 Conceptual Basis of Human Movements 

1.1.1 Definition of human movements in tourism 

Human movements in tourism refer to the physical relocation of individuals from one 
geographical location to another for purposes such as leisure, culture, education, or 
business. The study of these movements is central to tourism because it explains why 
people travel, how they choose destinations, and what patterns emerge from their 
journeys. 

The term human movement is defined as the act of people changing their location across 
space, influenced by various social, economic, cultural, and environmental factors. In 
tourism, these movements are not random but often structured, reflecting motivations and 
attractions. 

Fill in the blank: Human movement in tourism is the act of people changing their ______ 
across space. 

  

Diagram showing arrows of people moving between different destinations  
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Caption: Figure 1.1 Conceptual illustration of human movements in tourism  

Search string: “tourism flows diagram OER” 

1.1.2 Pullman’s theory of human movements 

The Pullman’s theory of human movements explains that people are drawn to certain 
destinations because of attractive forces, while they are pushed away from their current 
location due to unfavourable conditions. In tourism, this theory helps us understand why 
individuals leave their home environment and what motivates them to visit specific 
attractions. 

Attractive forces may include cultural festivals, monuments, or natural landscapes, while 
push factors may involve overcrowding, lack of recreational facilities, or political 
instability. 

Fill in the blank: According to Pullman’s theory, people are drawn to destinations by ______ 
forces and leave their current location due to push factors. 

 

Caption: Box 1.1 Key elements of Pullman’s theory of human movements 

• Attractive forces: cultural, environmental, economic opportunities 
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Push factors: overcrowding, lack of facilities, political instability  

Search string: “push and pull factors tourism OER” 

 

1.1.3 Scope and relevance to tourism studies 

The scope of human movements in tourism extends beyond simple travel. It encompasses 
migration waves, population dispersal, and the development of tourism patterns over time. 
By studying these movements, learners can analyse how tourism destinations evolve, how 
cultural attractions gain significance, and how modern facilities are designed to meet 
visitor needs. 

The relevance of this study lies in its ability to guide tourism planning and hospitality 
management. For instance, understanding why tourists prefer certain destinations helps 
planners design better facilities, while recognising dispersal factors aids in managing 
overcrowding. 

Fill in the blank: Studying human movements in tourism helps planners design better 
______ to meet visitor needs. 

 

Image of tourists arriving at a cultural festival 
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 Caption: Plate 1.1 Tourists participating in a cultural attraction  

Search string: “tourists at cultural festival OER image” 

Pilot questions 

1. Which term refers to the act of people changing their location across space in 
tourism? 

2. What does Pullman’s theory of human movements explain about tourist behaviour? 

3. Identify two attractive forces that draw tourists to destinations. 

4. State one push factor that may cause people to leave their current location. 

5. Why is the study of human movements relevant to tourism planning? 

 

1.2 Determinants of Human Movements 

1.2.1 Economic factors 

Economic factors are among the strongest influences on human movements in tourism. 
The availability of disposable income, employment opportunities, and affordability of 
travel directly determine whether individuals can embark on journeys. Tourists are more 
likely to visit destinations that offer value for money, competitive pricing, and accessible 
services. 

The term economic factor refers to financial conditions that affect people’s ability to travel, 
such as income levels, cost of living, and exchange rates. For example, a favourable 
exchange rate may encourage international tourists to visit a country where their money 
has greater purchasing power. 

Fill in the blank: A favourable ______ rate may encourage international tourists to visit a 
country where their money has greater purchasing power. 
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Caption: Table 1.1 Examples of economic factors influencing tourism 

  

Short description: A table showing economic factors and their influence on tourism  

Search string: “economic factors tourism OER table” 

1.2.2 Social and cultural factors 

Social and cultural factors also determine why people move from one place to another. 
These include traditions, festivals, family ties, and cultural heritage. Tourists are often 
motivated by the desire to experience new cultures, participate in social events, or 
reconnect with their roots. 

The term cultural factor refers to influences arising from traditions, beliefs, and practices 
that shape travel behaviour. For instance, cultural festivals such as carnivals or religious 
pilgrimages attract large numbers of visitors annually. 

Fill in the blank: Cultural festivals such as carnivals or ______ pilgrimages attract large 
numbers of visitors annually. 
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Short description: Image of tourists attending a cultural festival.  

Caption: Plate 1.2 Tourists participating in a cultural festival 

Search string: “tourists cultural festival OER image” 

1.2.3 Political and environmental factors 

Political stability and environmental conditions are crucial determinants of tourism 
movements. Destinations with stable governments, effective policies, and safety 
assurances attract more visitors. Conversely, political unrest or insecurity discourages 
travel. 

The term environmental factor refers to natural conditions such as climate, geography, 
and ecological features that influence travel decisions. Tourists may be drawn to 
destinations with favourable weather, scenic landscapes, or unique ecological attractions. 

Fill in the blank: Tourists may be drawn to destinations with favourable ______, scenic 
landscapes, or unique ecological attractions. 
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Short description: Diagram showing political stability and environmental conditions 
influencing tourism flows.  

Caption: Figure 1.2 Political and environmental factors affecting tourism movements  

Search string: “political environmental factors tourism OER diagram” 

 

 

Pilot questions  

1. Which economic factor determines whether individuals can afford to travel? 

2. Give one example of a cultural factor that motivates tourism. 

3. What is meant by the term environmental factor in tourism? 

4. How does political stability influence tourist movements? 

5. State one way exchange rates affect international tourism. 

 
1.3 Migration Waves and Patterns 

1.3.1 Historical migration waves 
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Migration waves refer to large-scale movements of people across regions or countries 
during specific historical periods. These waves often arise due to economic opportunities, 
political changes, or environmental pressures. In tourism, historical migration waves have 
shaped cultural landscapes, created diverse societies, and influenced the development of 
attractions. 

The term migration wave is defined as a significant movement of people occurring in a 
particular period, often leaving lasting impacts on the destination. For example, colonial 
migrations introduced new cultural practices and architectural styles that later became 
tourist attractions. 

Fill in the blank: A migration wave is a significant movement of people occurring in a 
particular ______. 

 

Short description: Diagram showing arrows representing historical migration waves across 
continents.  
Caption: Figure 1.3 Historical migration waves influencing tourism landscapes Search 
string: “historical migration waves tourism OER diagram” 

1.3.2 Contemporary tourist movement patterns 

Contemporary tourist movement patterns describe the current ways in which people 
travel for leisure, business, or cultural purposes. These patterns are influenced by modern 
transport systems, globalisation, and technological advancements. For instance, 
affordable air travel and online booking platforms have made international tourism more 
accessible. 

The term tourist movement pattern refers to the recurring routes and behaviours of 
travellers in the present day, shaped by convenience, affordability, and attraction appeal. 
Examples include seasonal travel to beaches, pilgrimage routes, and city tourism circuits. 
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Fill in the blank: Contemporary tourist movement patterns are shaped by convenience, 
affordability, and ______ appeal. 

 

Short description: Image of tourists boarding an aeroplane for international travel.  

Caption: Plate 1.3 Contemporary tourist movement patterns facilitated by modern 
transport  

Search string: “tourist movement patterns modern travel OER image” 

1.3.3 Implications for tourism development 

The study of migration waves and tourist movement patterns has important implications 
for tourism development. Historical migrations provide cultural diversity that enriches 
destinations, while contemporary patterns highlight the need for infrastructure, hospitality 
services, and sustainable planning. 

The term tourism development refers to the process of improving facilities, services, and 
attractions to meet the needs of visitors. By analysing movement patterns, planners can 
anticipate demand, manage resources, and design attractions that reflect both historical 
and modern influences. 

Fill in the blank: Tourism development refers to the process of improving ______, services, 
and attractions to meet the needs of visitors. 
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Caption: Box 1.3 Implications of migration waves and patterns for tourism development 

• Cultural diversity enriches destinations  

• Infrastructure must match visitor demand  

• Sustainable planning ensures long-term benefits  

 Search string: “tourism development migration waves OER summary” 

 

Pilot questions  
 

1. What is meant by the term migration wave? 

2. Give one example of how historical migration waves have influenced tourism. 
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3. Define tourist movement pattern in contemporary tourism. 

4. State two factors that shape modern tourist movement patterns. 

5. Why is the study of migration waves important for tourism development? 
 

1.4 Population Concentration and Dispersal 

1.4.1 Factors influencing concentration 

Population concentration refers to the clustering of people in specific areas due to 
favourable conditions such as economic opportunities, social amenities, and 
accessibility. In tourism, concentrated populations often create vibrant urban centres that 
attract visitors with diverse cultural experiences, entertainment, and hospitality services. 

The term population concentration is defined as the gathering of people in a particular 
location, usually influenced by economic, social, or environmental advantages. For 
example, cities with airports, hotels, and cultural centres tend to attract both residents 
and tourists. 

Fill in the blank: Population concentration refers to the ______ of people in a particular 
location due to favourable conditions. 
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Short description: Diagram showing population concentration in urban centres.  

Caption: Figure 1.4 Population concentration in urban centres  

Search string: “population concentration tourism OER diagram” 

1.4.2 Factors influencing dispersal 

Population dispersal occurs when people spread out from concentrated areas to less 
populated regions. This may be driven by overcrowding, high living costs, or the search for 
new opportunities. In tourism, dispersal leads to the development of rural attractions, eco-
tourism sites, and alternative destinations. 

The term population dispersal is defined as the movement of people away from densely 
populated areas into less crowded regions. For instance, tourists may prefer countryside 
resorts or coastal villages to escape the congestion of cities. 

Fill in the blank: Population dispersal is the movement of people away from ______ 
populated areas into less crowded regions. 
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Short description: Image of tourists visiting a rural eco-tourism site.  

Caption: Plate 1.4 Tourists enjoying a dispersed rural destination  

Search string: “eco-tourism rural dispersal OER image” 

1.4.3 Relationship to tourism flows 

The relationship between population concentration and dispersal is crucial in 
understanding tourism flows. Concentrated populations create demand for attractions 
and hospitality services, while dispersal opens up new destinations and reduces pressure 
on urban centres. Effective tourism planning requires balancing both processes to ensure 
sustainable development. 

The term tourism flow refers to the movement of tourists between destinations, 
influenced by population distribution and accessibility. For example, a city may serve as a 
hub for concentrated tourism, while nearby rural areas benefit from dispersal as visitors 
seek alternative experiences. 

Fill in the blank: Tourism flow refers to the movement of ______ between destinations, 
influenced by population distribution and accessibility. 
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Caption: Box 1.4 Relationship between population distribution and tourism flows 

• Concentration creates demand for urban attractions  

• Dispersal supports rural and eco-tourism destinations  

• Balanced planning ensures sustainability  

Search string: “tourism flows population distribution OER summary” 

Pilot questions 

1. Define population concentration in the context of tourism. 

2. State one factor that influences population dispersal. 

3. What is meant by the term tourism flow? 

4. How does population concentration affect urban tourism? 

5. Why is balancing concentration and dispersal important for sustainable tourism? 
 

 1.5 Tourism Movement Patterns and Development 

1.5.1 Concept of tourism movement patterns 

Tourism movement patterns describe the recurring routes, flows, and behaviours of 
tourists as they travel between destinations. These patterns are shaped by accessibility, 
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attractions, and visitor motivations. Recognising these patterns helps planners anticipate 
demand and manage resources effectively. 

The term tourism movement pattern is defined as the structured and repeated way in 
which tourists travel between locations, influenced by factors such as transport, culture, 
and destination appeal. For example, seasonal travel to beaches or pilgrimage routes 
demonstrates clear movement patterns. 

Fill in the blank: A tourism movement pattern is the structured and ______ way in which 
tourists travel between locations. 

 

Short description: Diagram showing arrows of tourist flows between urban centres, rural 
resorts, and coastal destinations.  
Caption: Figure 1.5 Tourism movement patterns across different destinations Search 
string: “tourism movement patterns diagram OER” 
 

1.5.2 Evolution of tourism movements 

Tourism movements have evolved over time due to changes in transport, technology, and 
globalisation. In earlier periods, movements were limited to local or regional travel, often 
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influenced by cultural or religious practices. Today, international tourism is widespread, 
supported by air travel, digital platforms, and global marketing. 

The term evolution of tourism movements refers to the gradual transformation of travel 
behaviours and routes over time, shaped by social, economic, and technological 
developments. For instance, the rise of budget airlines has expanded access to 
international destinations. 

Fill in the blank: The evolution of tourism movements refers to the gradual ______ of travel 
behaviours and routes over time. 

 

Short description: Image of tourists using modern technology to plan travel. 

 Caption: Plate 1.5 Evolution of tourism movements influenced by technology  

 Search string: “evolution of tourism movements OER image” 

1.5.3 Linkages with hospitality and destination planning 

Tourism movement patterns are closely linked to hospitality and destination planning. 
Hospitality services such as hotels, restaurants, and resorts must align with visitor flows to 
ensure satisfaction. Destination planning involves designing attractions, infrastructure, 
and policies that accommodate both concentrated and dispersed tourist movements. 

The term destination planning is defined as the strategic organisation of facilities, 
attractions, and services to meet the needs of tourists. By studying movement patterns, 
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planners can identify peak seasons, anticipate visitor preferences, and design sustainable 
tourism strategies. 

Fill in the blank: Destination planning is the strategic organisation of facilities, attractions, 
and ______ to meet the needs of tourists. 

 

Caption: Box 1.5 Linkages between tourism movement patterns, hospitality, and 
destination planning 

• Hospitality services must align with visitor flows  

• Destination planning ensures sustainable development  

• Movement patterns guide infrastructure design  

Search string: “destination planning tourism movement OER summary” 

Pilot questions  

1. Define tourism movement pattern. 

2. Give one example of a tourism movement pattern. 

3. What is meant by the evolution of tourism movements? 

4. State one factor that has influenced the evolution of tourism movements. 

5. Explain why tourism movement patterns are important for destination planning. 
 

Series Summary 
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This Series has introduced you to the foundations of human movements in tourism, 
highlighting why people travel, how patterns emerge, and the factors that shape these 
flows. By beginning with the conceptual basis of human movements, including Pullman’s 
theory, we established the theoretical framework for understanding tourism behaviour. We 
then examined the determinants of human movements, considering economic, social, 
cultural, political, and environmental influences. Following that, we explored historical 
migration waves and contemporary tourist movement patterns, before moving on to 
population concentration and dispersal, and finally linking these ideas to tourism 
movement patterns and their role in destination planning. 
  
In line with the Series Learning Outcomes, you should now be able to define human 
movements in tourism and explain Pullman’s theory (SLO 1.1 and SLO 1.2), analyse the 
determinants of human movements (SLO 1.3), describe migration waves and 
contemporary patterns (SLO 1.4), evaluate their implications for tourism development 
(SLO 1.5), identify factors influencing population concentration and dispersal (SLO 1.6), 
and examine tourism movement patterns in relation to hospitality and destination planning 
(SLO 1.7). This knowledge provides a strong foundation for understanding the broader 
historical and cultural developments in tourism that will be addressed in the next Series. 
 

Glossary of Terms 

  
• Cultural factor:  
Influences arising from traditions, beliefs, and practices that shape travel behaviour, such 
as festivals or religious pilgrimages. 
• Destination planning:  
The strategic organisation of facilities, attractions, and services to meet the needs of 
tourists and ensure sustainable tourism development. 
• Economic factor:  
Financial conditions that affect people’s ability to travel, including income levels, cost of 
living, and exchange rates. 
• Environmental factor:  
Natural conditions such as climate, geography, and ecological features that influence 
travel decisions and tourist preferences. 
• Human movement:  
The act of people changing their location across space, influenced by social, economic, 
cultural, and environmental factors. 
• Migration wave:  
A significant movement of people occurring in a particular period, often leaving lasting 
impacts on the cultural and tourism landscape of a destination. 
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• Population concentration:  
The gathering of people in a particular location, usually influenced by economic, social, or 
environmental advantages. 
• Population dispersal:  
The movement of people away from densely populated areas into less crowded regions, 
often leading to the growth of rural or eco-tourism destinations. 
• Pullman’s theory of human movements:  
A theory explaining that people are drawn to destinations by attractive forces and leave 
their current location due to push factors. 
• Tourism development:  
The process of improving facilities, services, and attractions to meet the needs of visitors 
and support sustainable growth. 
• Tourism flow:  
The movement of tourists between destinations, influenced by population distribution, 
accessibility, and attraction appeal. 
• Tourism movement pattern:  
The structured and repeated way in which tourists travel between locations, shaped by 
convenience, affordability, and destination appeal. 
• Evolution of tourism movements:  
The gradual transformation of travel behaviours and routes over time, influenced by social, 
economic, and technological developments. 
 

 

Concept Check Questions  

Objective Questions 

1. Which theory explains that people are drawn to destinations by attractive forces 
and leave due to push factors? (Linked to SLO 1.2) 

2. Population dispersal refers to the movement of people away from ______ populated 
areas. (Linked to SLO 1.6) 

3. Which of the following is an economic factor influencing tourism movements? a) 
Climate b) Exchange rates c) Religious festivals d) Political stability (Linked to SLO 
1.3) 

4. Tourism flow refers to the movement of ______ between destinations. (Linked to 
SLO 1.6) 

5. Which term describes the structured and repeated way in which tourists travel 
between locations? (Linked to SLO 1.7) 
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Short-Answer Questions  

6. Define human movement in tourism. (Linked to SLO 1.1) 7. Explain one cultural factor 
that motivates tourism movements. (Linked to SLO 1.3) 8. Describe one historical 
migration wave and its impact on tourism. (Linked to SLO 1.4) 9. Identify one implication of 
contemporary tourist movement patterns for tourism development. (Linked to SLO 1.5) 10. 
State one reason why balancing population concentration and dispersal is important for 
sustainable tourism. (Linked to SLO 1.6) 

Long-Answer Questions  

11. Analyse the determinants of human movements in tourism, highlighting economic, 
social, cultural, political, and environmental factors. (Linked to SLO 1.3) 12. Evaluate the 
implications of migration waves and tourist movement patterns for tourism development. 
(Linked to SLO 1.5) 13. Examine the relationship between tourism movement patterns, 
hospitality services, and destination planning. (Linked to SLO 1.7) 

 

Answers to Concept Check Questions  

Objective Questions 

1. Pullman’s theory of human movements. 

2. Densely. 
3. b) Exchange rates. 

4. Tourists. 
5. Tourism movement pattern. 

Short-Answer Questions 

 6. Human movement in tourism is the act of people changing their location across space 
for purposes such as leisure, culture, or business.  

7. Cultural festivals, such as carnivals or religious pilgrimages, motivate tourism by 
attracting large numbers of visitors.  

8. Colonial migration waves introduced new cultural practices and architectural styles that 
later became tourist attractions.  

9. Contemporary movement patterns highlight the need for infrastructure such as airports, 
hotels, and digital booking systems.  
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10. Balancing concentration and dispersal prevents overcrowding in cities and supports 
rural tourism development. 

Long-Answer Questions 

1. Basic response: Determinants of human movements include economic factors 
such as income and exchange rates, social and cultural factors like traditions and 
festivals, political stability, and environmental conditions such as climate and 
geography.  
Value-added response: Beyond these, globalisation, technological innovations, and 
digital platforms also shape tourism movements, making travel more accessible 
and diverse. 

2. Basic response: Migration waves enrich cultural diversity and create attractions, 
while contemporary patterns demand infrastructure and sustainable planning. 
Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also note that migration waves 
influence identity and heritage tourism, while modern patterns highlight challenges 
such as over-tourism, climate change, and the need for innovative destination 
management. 

3. Basic response: Tourism movement patterns guide hospitality services and 
destination planning by aligning facilities with visitor flows.  
Value-added response: Learners may further discuss how data analytics, smart 
tourism technologies, and sustainability frameworks enhance planning and 
improve the visitor experience. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions 

  
Part 1.1 
 • Human movement in tourism. 
• Pullman’s theory of human movements explains tourist behaviour. 
• Cultural festivals and natural landscapes. 
• Overcrowding. 
• It guides tourism planning and hospitality management. 
  
 Part 1.2 
 • Disposable income. 
• Religious pilgrimage. 
• Natural conditions such as climate and geography. 
• Political stability attracts more visitors. 
• Exchange rates can encourage or discourage international visits. 
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 Part 1.3 
 • A significant movement of people occurring in a particular period. 
• Colonial migrations introduced cultural practices and architecture that became 
attractions. 
• Recurring routes and behaviours of travellers in the present day. 
• Convenience and affordability. 
• They enrich cultural diversity and guide infrastructure planning. 
  
 Part 1.4 
 • The gathering of people in a particular location due to favourable conditions. 
• Overcrowding or high living costs. 
• The movement of tourists between destinations. 
• It creates demand for urban attractions. 
• It ensures sustainable tourism development. 
  
 Part 1.5 
 • A structured and repeated way in which tourists travel between locations. 
• Seasonal travel to beaches or pilgrimage routes. 
• The gradual transformation of travel behaviours and routes over time. 
• Transport and technology. 
• They help align hospitality services and infrastructure with visitor flows. 
 

References and Attributions  
 General References 
  
• Hall, C. M., & Page, S. J. (2014). The geography of tourism and recreation: Environment, 
place and space (4th ed.). Routledge. 
• Sharpley, R. (2018). Tourism, tourists and society (5th ed.). Routledge. 
• Tribe, J. (2020). Tourism: A critical business. Routledge. 
  
Illustration 
  
• Figure 1.1 Conceptual illustration of human movements in tourism 
AI-generated using prompt: “Generate a simple diagram showing arrows of people moving 
between cities to represent tourism flows.” Suggested OER search string: “tourism flows 
diagram OER.” 
• Box 1.1 Key elements of Pullman’s theory of human movements 
AI-generated using prompt: “Create a text box summarising push and pull factors in 
tourism movements.” Suggested OER search string: “push and pull factors tourism OER.” 
 • Plate 1.1 Tourists participating in a cultural attraction 
AI-generated using prompt: “Generate an image of tourists arriving at a cultural festival 
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with traditional performances.” Suggested OER search string: “tourists at cultural festival 
OER image.” 
  
• Table 1.1 Examples of economic factors influencing tourism 
AI-generated using prompt: “Create a simple table showing economic factors and their 
influence on tourism.” Suggested OER search string: “economic factors tourism OER 
table.” 
 • Plate 1.2 Tourists participating in a cultural festival 
AI-generated using prompt: “Generate an image of tourists attending a colourful cultural 
festival with traditional performances.” Suggested OER search string: “tourists cultural 
festival OER image.” 
 • Figure 1.2 Political and environmental factors affecting tourism movements 
AI-generated using prompt: “Generate a diagram showing arrows linking political stability 
and environmental conditions to tourism flows.” Suggested OER search string: “political 
environmental factors tourism OER diagram.” 
 • Figure 1.3 Historical migration waves influencing tourism landscapes 
AI-generated using prompt: “Generate a diagram showing arrows across continents to 
represent historical migration waves.” Suggested OER search string: “historical migration 
waves tourism OER diagram.” 
 • Plate 1.3 Contemporary tourist movement patterns facilitated by modern transpor 
AI-generated using prompt: “Generate an image of tourists boarding an aeroplane to 
represent modern travel patterns.” Suggested OER search string: “tourist movement 
patterns modern travel OER image.” 
 • Box 1.3 Implications of migration waves and patterns for tourism development 
AI-generated using prompt: “Create a text box summarising implications of migration 
waves and patterns for tourism development.” Suggested OER search string: “tourism 
development migration waves OER summary.” 
 • Figure 1.4 Population concentration in urban centres 
AI-generated using prompt: “Generate a diagram showing a city centre with dense 
population clusters and tourism facilities.”  Suggested OER search string: “population 
concentration tourism OER diagram.” 
 • Plate 1.4 Tourists enjoying a dispersed rural destination 
AI-generated using prompt: “Generate an image of tourists visiting a rural eco-tourism site 
surrounded by nature.” Suggested OER search string: “eco-tourism rural dispersal OER 
image.” 
 • Box 1.4 Relationship between population distribution and tourism flows 
AI-generated using prompt: “Create a text box summarising the relationship between 
population concentration, dispersal, and tourism flows.” 
• Suggested OER search string: “tourism flows population distribution OER summary.” 
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• Figure 1.5 Tourism movement patterns across different destinations• AI-generated using 
prompt: “Generate a diagram showing arrows of tourist flows between cities, rural resorts, 
and coastal destinations.” 
• Suggested OER search string: “tourism movement patterns diagram OER.” 
  
• Plate 1.5 Evolution of tourism movements influenced by technology• AI-generated using 
prompt: “Generate an image of tourists using smartphones and laptops to plan 
international travel.” 
• Suggested OER search string: “evolution of tourism movements OER image.” 
  
• Box 1.5 Linkages between tourism movement patterns, hospitality, and destination 
planning• AI-generated using prompt: “Create a text box summarising linkages between 
tourism movement patterns, hospitality, and destination planning.” 
• Suggested OER search string: “destination planning tourism movement OER summary.” 
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Course Code: HMT 105 

Course Title: Tourism Movement and Historical Development 

Course Units: 3 units 

 1. Foundations of Human Movements in Tourism 

2. Historical Developments and Tourist Movement Patterns 

3. Cultural Attractions and Their Role in Tourism 

4. Modern Tourism Facilities and Structures 

5. Ecological and Natural Tourist Attractions 

Suggested outline for series 2: Historical 

Developments and Tourist Movement Patterns 

 Part 1: Early Forms of Human Travel 

 • Travel in ancient civilisations 

• Pilgrimages and religious journeys 

• Trade routes and exploration 

Part 2: Tourism in the Medieval and Renaissance Periods  

• Growth of cultural and educational travel 

• Influence of monarchies and empires 

• Emergence of leisure travel among elites 

Part 3: Industrial Revolution and Modern Tourism Beginnings 

• Impact of industrialisation on mobility 

• Development of transport infrastructure 

• Rise of organised tours and travel agencies 

 Part 4: Contemporary Tourist Movement Patterns 

• Mass tourism and globalisation 
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• Technological innovations in travel 

• Shifts in tourist motivations and preferences 

 Part 5: Implications for Tourism Development 

 • Lessons from historical travel trends 

• Influence on destination planning and hospitality 

• Sustainable approaches to managing modern tourism flows 

Introduction 

 In the last Series, we explored the foundations of human movements in tourism, 

focusing on the reasons people travel and the patterns that emerge from their journeys. 

Building on that knowledge, this Series takes us further by examining how tourism has 

developed historically and how tourist movement patterns have evolved over time. 

Understanding these developments is essential because they reveal the roots of 

modern tourism practices and highlight the factors that continue to shape destinations 

and visitor flows today. 

 The aim of this Series is to provide you with a clear understanding of the historical 

progression of tourism and to equip you with the ability to analyse how past travel 

behaviours and movement patterns influence contemporary tourism development. 

 We shall commence this Series by exploring early forms of human travel, including 

journeys in ancient civilisations, pilgrimages, and trade routes. Next, we will examine 

tourism in the medieval and Renaissance periods, focusing on cultural, educational, and 

leisure travel. Following that, we will study the impact of the Industrial Revolution, 

particularly the role of transport and organised tours in shaping modern tourism. We will 

then move on to contemporary tourist movement patterns, considering mass tourism, 

technological innovations, and changing motivations. Finally, we will wrap up by 

discussing the implications of these historical and modern developments for destination 

planning, hospitality, and sustainable tourism management. 

Series Learning Outcomes 

 Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

 • SLO 2.1 define early forms of human travel, including journeys in ancient civilisations, 

pilgrimages, and trade routes, 

• SLO 2.2 explain the characteristics of tourism in the medieval and Renaissance 

periods, focusing on cultural, educational, and leisure travel, 
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• SLO 2.3 analyse the impact of the Industrial Revolution on tourism, particularly the role 

of transport and organised tours, 

• SLO 2.4 describe contemporary tourist movement patterns shaped by mass tourism, 

technological innovations, and changing motivations, and 

• SLO 2.5 evaluate the implications of historical and modern tourist movement patterns 

for destination planning, hospitality, and sustainable tourism development. 

2.1 Early Forms of Human Travel 

2.1.1 Travel in ancient civilizations  

Travel in ancient civilisations was often motivated by trade, conquest, and cultural 

exchange. Merchants moved across regions to sell goods, while rulers and armies 

travelled to expand territories. Religious and cultural practices also encouraged 

journeys to sacred sites. 

The term ancient travel refers to the movement of people in early societies for 

purposes such as trade, conquest, and religious devotion. These journeys laid the 

foundation for tourism by creating routes and destinations that later attracted visitors. 

Fill in the blank: Ancient travel refers to the movement of people in early societies for 

purposes such as ______, conquest, and religious devotion 

Short description: Diagram showing trade routes and cultural exchanges in ancient 

civilisations.  
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Caption: Figure 2.1 Ancient travel routes and exchanges  

Search string: “ancient trade routes tourism OER diagram” 

2.1.2 Pilgrimages and religious journeys 

Pilgrimages were among the earliest forms of organised travel. People journeyed to 

sacred sites to fulfil spiritual obligations, seek blessings, or participate in religious 

festivals. These movements often created significant cultural and economic impacts on 

host communities. 

The term pilgrimage is defined as a journey undertaken to a sacred place for religious or 

spiritual purposes. Pilgrimages contributed to tourism by establishing destinations that 

attracted large numbers of visitors regularly. 

Fill in the blank: A pilgrimage is a journey undertaken to a ______ place for religious or 

spiritual purposes. 
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Short description: Image of pilgrims travelling to a sacred site.  

Caption: Plate 2.1 Pilgrims on a religious journey  

Search string: “pilgrimage tourism OER image” 

2.1.3 Trade routes and exploration 

Trade routes connected distant regions, enabling the exchange of goods, ideas, and 

cultures. These routes also facilitated exploration, as travellers sought new lands and 

opportunities. Over time, trade and exploration contributed to the growth of tourism by 

opening access to diverse destinations. 

The term trade route refers to established paths used for the exchange of goods and 

services between regions. Exploration, on the other hand, is the act of travelling to 

discover new places and resources. Together, they expanded human mobility and laid 

the groundwork for modern tourism. 

Fill in the blank: A trade route refers to established paths used for the exchange of 

______ and services between regions. 
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Caption: Box 2.1 Contributions of trade routes and exploration to tourism 

• Exchange of goods and cultural practices  

• Discovery of new destinations  

• Expansion of human mobility  

Search string: “trade routes exploration tourism OER summary” 

Pilot questions  

1. Define ancient travel in the context of tourism. 

2. What is meant by pilgrimage? 

3. State one cultural impact of pilgrimages on host communities. 

4. Define trade route and explain its role in tourism development. 

5. How did exploration contribute to the growth of tourism? 

 

2.2 Tourism in the Medieval and Renaissance Periods 
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2.2.1 Growth of cultural and educational travel 

During the medieval and Renaissance periods, travel was often motivated by cultural 

and educational pursuits. Scholars journeyed to centres of learning, while artists and 

thinkers travelled to exchange ideas. These movements enriched societies and laid the 

groundwork for cultural tourism. 

The term cultural travel refers to journeys undertaken to experience or participate in 

artistic, intellectual, or heritage activities. Educational travel, on the other hand, involves 

movement to centres of learning for study or scholarly exchange. 

Fill in the blank: Cultural travel refers to journeys undertaken to experience or 

participate in ______, intellectual, or heritage activities. 

 

kShort description: Image of scholars and artists travelling to a Renaissance city. 

Caption: Plate 2.2 Cultural and educational travel during the Renaissance 

Search string: “Renaissance cultural educational travel OER image” 

2.2.2 Influence of monarchies and empires 

Monarchies and empires played a significant role in shaping tourism during this period. 

Royal courts attracted visitors through grand architecture, festivals, and patronage of 
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the arts. Pilgrimages and journeys to imperial centres also became popular, reinforcing 

the cultural and political importance of travel. 

The term imperial tourism refers to travel motivated by the influence of monarchies 

and empires, often centred on royal courts, palaces, and ceremonial events. These 

destinations became symbols of power and cultural identity. 

Fill in the blank: Imperial tourism refers to travel motivated by the influence of ______ 

and empires. 

 

Short description: Diagram showing the influence of monarchies and empires on 

tourism flows.  
Caption: Figure 2.2 Influence of monarchies and empires on tourism   

Search string: “monarchies empires tourism OER diagram” 

2.2.3 Emergence of leisure travel among elites 

The Renaissance period saw the rise of leisure travel among elites. Wealthy individuals 

travelled for pleasure, relaxation, and cultural enrichment. This marked a shift from 

purely religious or educational journeys to recreational tourism, paving the way for 

modern leisure practices. 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

The term leisure travel is defined as journeys undertaken primarily for enjoyment, 

relaxation, and cultural enrichment rather than necessity. This form of travel was initially 

limited to elites but later expanded to wider groups as transport and wealth increased. 

Fill in the blank: Leisure travel is defined as journeys undertaken primarily for ______, 

relaxation, and cultural enrichment. 

 

Caption: Box 2.2 Features of leisure travel among elites 

• Travel for pleasure and relaxation  

• Cultural enrichment through art and architecture  

• Limited initially to wealthy individuals  

Search string: “leisure travel Renaissance tourism OER summary” 

Pilot questions  

1. Define cultural travel in the context of the Renaissance. 

2. What is meant by imperial tourism? 

3. State one way monarchies influenced tourism during the medieval period. 
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4. Define leisure travel and explain its significance. 

5. How did the Renaissance period contribute to the growth of cultural tourism? 

 

2.3 Industrial Revolution and Modern Tourism 

Beginnings 

2.3.1 Impact of industrialisation on mobility 

The Industrial Revolution transformed human mobility by introducing new technologies 

and economic opportunities. Factories created jobs, urbanisation increased, and people 

had more disposable income to spend on leisure activities. Improved working conditions 

and shorter working hours also allowed individuals to travel more frequently. 

The term industrialisation refers to the process of economic and social change driven 

by the growth of industries, mechanisation, and technological innovation. In tourism, 

industrialisation expanded access to travel by making it more affordable and 

convenient. 

Fill in the blank: Industrialisation refers to the process of economic and social change 

driven by the growth of ______. 
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Short description: Diagram showing how industrialisation increased mobility and leisure 

opportunities.  

Caption: Figure 2.3 Impact of industrialisation on human mobility  

Search string: “industrialisation tourism mobility OER diagram” 

2.3.2 Development of transport infrastructure 

Transport infrastructure such as railways, steamships, and later automobiles 

revolutionised tourism. Railways connected cities and countryside, steamships enabled 

international travel, and automobiles provided flexibility for personal journeys. These 

innovations made destinations more accessible and encouraged mass tourism. 

The term transport infrastructure refers to the physical systems and facilities that 

support movement, including roads, railways, ports, and airports. In tourism, transport 

infrastructure determines how easily visitors can reach destinations. 

Fill in the blank: Transport infrastructure refers to the physical systems and facilities that 

support ______. 
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Short description: Image of a steam train carrying passengers during the Industrial 

Revolution. Caption: Plate 2.3 Railway travel during the Industrial Revolution  

Search string: “railway travel Industrial Revolution tourism OER image” 

 

2.3.3 Rise of organised tours and travel agencies 

The Industrial Revolution also saw the rise of organised tours and travel agencies. 

Thomas Cook, for example, pioneered package tours that combined transport, 

accommodation, and activities. This innovation made travel more accessible to the 

middle classes and marked the beginning of modern tourism services. 

The term organised tour refers to a planned travel experience that includes transport, 

accommodation, and activities arranged by a provider. A travel agency is a business 

that facilitates such arrangements for individuals or groups. 

Fill in the blank: An organised tour refers to a planned travel experience that includes 

transport, ______, and activities. 

 

Caption: Box 2.3 Contributions of organised tours and travel agencies 
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• Made travel accessible to middle classes  
• Combined transport, accommodation, and activities  

• Pioneered modern tourism services  

Search string: “organised tours travel agencies tourism OER summary” 

Pilot questions  

1. Define industrialisation in the context of tourism. 

2. State one way industrialisation increased human mobility. 

3. What is meant by transport infrastructure? 

4. Give one example of transport innovation during the Industrial Revolution. 

5. Define organised tour and explain its significance for modern tourism. 

 

2.4 Contemporary Tourist Movement Patterns 

2.4.1 Mass tourism and globalisation 

Mass tourism refers to the large-scale movement of people to popular destinations, 

often facilitated by affordable transport and package holidays. Globalisation has 

accelerated this trend by connecting cultures, economies, and destinations more closely 

than ever before. 

The term mass tourism is defined as the organised and large-scale travel of people to 

destinations, usually characterised by standardised services and high visitor numbers. 

Globalisation refers to the increasing interconnectedness of societies and economies 

worldwide, which has made international travel more accessible. 

Fill in the blank: Mass tourism is defined as the organised and ______ travel of people 

to destinations. 
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Diagram showing mass tourism flows between continents.  

Caption: Figure 2.4 Mass tourism and globalisation in contemporary travel  

Search string: “mass tourism globalisation OER diagram” 

2.4.2 Technological innovations in travel 

Technological innovations have transformed tourism by making travel easier, faster, and 

more efficient. Online booking platforms, mobile applications, and digital maps allow 

tourists to plan and manage their journeys independently. Transport technologies such 

as budget airlines and high-speed trains have also expanded access to destinations. 

The term technological innovation in travel refers to the application of new tools, 

systems, and platforms that improve the way tourists plan, book, and experience 

journeys. 

Fill in the blank: Technological innovation in travel refers to the application of new 

______, systems, and platforms that improve journeys. 
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Short description: Image of tourists using smartphones and apps to plan travel.  

Caption: Plate 2.4 Tourists using technology to plan their journeys  

Search string: “tourists using technology travel OER image” 

2.4.3 Shifts in tourist motivations and preferences 

Tourist motivations and preferences have shifted significantly in recent decades. While 

traditional leisure travel remains popular, there is growing interest in adventure tourism, 

eco-tourism, and cultural immersion. Tourists increasingly seek authentic experiences 

that connect them with local communities and environments. 

The term tourist motivation refers to the underlying reasons why individuals choose to 

travel, such as relaxation, exploration, or cultural engagement. Tourist preference 

describes the specific choices travellers make regarding destinations, activities, and 

experiences. 

Fill in the blank: Tourist motivation refers to the underlying ______ why individuals 

choose to travel. 
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Caption: Box 2.4 Shifts in tourist motivations and preferences 

• Growing interest in adventure and eco-tourism  

• Desire for authentic cultural experiences  

• Continued popularity of leisure travel  

Search string: “tourist motivations preferences OER summary” 

Pilot questions 2.4 

1. Define mass tourism in the context of globalisation. 

2. What is meant by technological innovation in travel? 

3. State one example of a technological innovation that has transformed tourism. 

4. Define tourist motivation and tourist preference. 

5. Give one example of a shift in tourist preferences in recent decades. 

 

2.5 Implications for Tourism Development 

2.5.1 Lessons from historical travel trends 
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Historical travel trends provide valuable lessons for modern tourism. Ancient trade 

routes, pilgrimages, and leisure travel among elites all demonstrate how cultural, 

economic, and social factors shape destinations. By studying these trends, planners 

can better understand how tourism evolves and anticipate future changes. 

The term historical travel trend refers to recurring patterns of travel behaviour observed 

in past societies that continue to influence tourism today. 

Fill in the blank: A historical travel trend refers to recurring patterns of travel behaviour 

observed in ______ societies. 

 

 

Short description: Diagram showing connections between historical travel trends and 

modern tourism practices.  

Caption: Figure 2.5 Lessons from historical travel trends for modern tourism  

Search string: “historical travel trends tourism OER diagram” 

2.5.2 Influence on destination planning and hospitality 
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Historical and contemporary movement patterns influence how destinations are planned 

and how hospitality services are delivered. Concentrated flows require infrastructure 

such as hotels, transport, and entertainment facilities, while dispersed flows encourage 

rural and eco-tourism development. Hospitality services must adapt to these patterns to 

ensure visitor satisfaction. 

The term hospitality service refers to facilities and practices that provide comfort, 

accommodation, and care for tourists. Destination planning involves strategically 

organising attractions and infrastructure to meet visitor needs. 

Fill in the blank: Hospitality service refers to facilities and practices that provide comfort, 

______, and care for tourists. 

 

Short description: Image of a modern hotel designed to accommodate large tourist 

flows. 

Caption: Plate 2.5 Hospitality services shaped by tourist movement patterns  

Search string: “hospitality services tourism OER image” 

2.5.3 Sustainable approaches to managing modern tourism flows 

Sustainability has become a central concern in tourism development. Lessons from 

history show that unchecked growth can lead to overcrowding, resource depletion, and 

cultural erosion. Modern approaches emphasise eco-friendly practices, community 

involvement, and balanced planning to ensure long-term benefits for destinations and 

visitors alike. 
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The term sustainable tourism is defined as tourism that meets the needs of visitors and 

host communities while protecting resources for future generations. 

Fill in the blank: Sustainable tourism is defined as tourism that meets the needs of 

visitors and host communities while protecting ______ for future generations. 

 

Caption: Box 2.5 Sustainable approaches to managing tourism flows 

• Eco-friendly practices reduce environmental impact  

• Community involvement strengthens cultural identity  

• Balanced planning ensures long-term benefits  

Search string: “sustainable tourism approaches OER summary” 

Pilot questions  

1. Define historical travel trend in the context of tourism. 

2. State one way historical travel trends influence modern tourism. 

3. What is meant by hospitality service? 

4. Give one example of how movement patterns affect destination planning. 

5. Define sustainable tourism and explain its importance. 
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Series Summary 

  
This Series has taken you through the historical development of tourism, showing how 

human travel evolved from ancient journeys to contemporary movement patterns. 

Starting with early forms of travel in civilisations, pilgrimages, and trade routes, we then 

explored the medieval and Renaissance periods where cultural, educational, and leisure 

travel flourished under the influence of monarchies and empires. Moving forward, we 

examined the Industrial Revolution, highlighting how industrialisation, transport 

innovations, and organised tours shaped modern tourism. We continued with 

contemporary patterns, focusing on mass tourism, globalisation, technological 

innovations, and shifts in tourist motivations, before concluding with the implications of 

these developments for destination planning, hospitality, and sustainability. 
  
Aligned with the Series Learning Outcomes, you should now be able to define early 

forms of human travel (SLO 2.1), explain tourism in the medieval and Renaissance 

periods (SLO 2.2), analyse the impact of the Industrial Revolution on tourism (SLO 2.3), 

describe contemporary tourist movement patterns (SLO 2.4), and evaluate the 

implications of historical and modern tourist flows for tourism development (SLO 2.5). 

These outcomes provide you with a strong historical perspective, enabling you to 

connect past travel behaviours with present-day tourism practices and future planning. 
 
 

 

 

Glossary of Terms 

  
• Ancient travel:  
The movement of people in early societies for purposes such as trade, conquest, and 

religious devotion. 
• Cultural travel:  
Journeys undertaken to experience or participate in artistic, intellectual, or heritage 

activities. 
• Globalisation:  
The increasing interconnectedness of societies and economies worldwide, which has 

made international travel more accessible. 
• Historical travel trend:  
Recurring patterns of travel behaviour observed in past societies that continue to 

influence tourism today. 
• Hospitality service:  
Facilities and practices that provide comfort, accommodation, and care for tourists. 
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• Imperial tourism:  
Travel motivated by the influence of monarchies and empires, often centred on royal 

courts, palaces, and ceremonial events. 
• Industrialisation:  
The process of economic and social change driven by the growth of industries, 

mechanisation, and technological innovation. 
• Leisure travel:  
Journeys undertaken primarily for enjoyment, relaxation, and cultural enrichment rather 

than necessity. 
• Mass tourism:  
The organised and large-scale travel of people to destinations, usually characterised by 

standardised services and high visitor numbers. 
• Organised tour:  
A planned travel experience that includes transport, accommodation, and activities 

arranged by a provider. 
• Pilgrimage:  
A journey undertaken to a sacred place for religious or spiritual purposes. 
• Sustainable tourism:  
Tourism that meets the needs of visitors and host communities while protecting 

resources for future generations. 
• Technological innovation in travel:  
The application of new tools, systems, and platforms that improve the way tourists plan, 

book, and experience journeys. 
• Tourist motivation:  
The underlying reasons why individuals choose to travel, such as relaxation, 

exploration, or cultural engagement. 
• Tourist preference:  
The specific choices travellers make regarding destinations, activities, and experiences. 
• Trade route:  
Established paths used for the exchange of goods and services between regions. 
  

Concept Check Questions 

Objective Questions 

1. Which term refers to journeys undertaken to sacred places for religious or 

spiritual purposes? (Linked to SLO 2.1) 

2. The Renaissance period saw the rise of ______ travel among elites. (Linked to 

SLO 2.2) 

3. Which transport innovation during the Industrial Revolution connected cities and 

countryside, making destinations more accessible? (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

4. Mass tourism is characterised by ______ services and high visitor numbers. 

(Linked to SLO 2.4) 
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5. Sustainable tourism aims to protect ______ for future generations. (Linked to 

SLO 2.5) 

Short-Answer Questions  

6. Define ancient travel in the context of tourism. (Linked to SLO 2.1)  

7. Explain one way monarchies influenced tourism during the medieval period. (Linked 

to SLO 2.2)  

8. State one contribution of organised tours and travel agencies to modern tourism. 

(Linked to SLO 2.3)  

9. Describe one technological innovation that has transformed contemporary tourism. 

(Linked to SLO 2.4)  

10. Identify one sustainable approach to managing modern tourism flows. (Linked to 

SLO 2.5) 

Long-Answer Questions  

11. Analyse the role of pilgrimages and trade routes in shaping early tourism. (Linked to 

SLO 2.1)  

12. Evaluate the significance of leisure travel among elites during the Renaissance 

period. (Linked to SLO 2.2)  

13. Examine the impact of industrialisation and transport infrastructure on the 

beginnings of modern tourism. (Linked to SLO 2.3)  

14. Discuss how globalisation and technological innovations have influenced 

contemporary tourist movement patterns. (Linked to SLO 2.4) 15 

. Assess the implications of historical and modern tourist flows for destination planning 

and hospitality services. (Linked to SLO 2.5) 

Answers to Concept Check Questions 

Objective Questions 

1. Pilgrimage. 

2. Leisure. 

3. Railways. 

4. Standardised. 

5. Resources. 
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Short-Answer Questions  

6. Ancient travel refers to the movement of people in early societies for trade, conquest, 

and religious devotion.  

7. Monarchies influenced tourism by attracting visitors to royal courts, palaces, and 

festivals.  

8. Organised tours made travel accessible to the middle classes by combining transport, 

accommodation, and activities.  

9. Online booking platforms allow tourists to plan and manage journeys independently. 

10. Eco-friendly practices such as reducing carbon emissions are sustainable 

approaches to managing tourism flows. 

Long-Answer Questions 

1. Basic response: Pilgrimages created destinations that attracted large numbers of 

visitors, while trade routes facilitated cultural exchange and opened access to 

new regions.  

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also highlight how these 

movements shaped economic growth, fostered intercultural dialogue, and laid the 

foundation for heritage tourism. 

2. Basic response: Leisure travel among elites marked a shift from religious or 

educational journeys to recreational tourism.  

Value-added response: Learners may further explain how elite leisure travel 

influenced cultural patronage, architectural development, and the eventual 

democratisation of tourism. 

3. Basic response: Industrialisation increased disposable income and mobility, while 

transport infrastructure such as railways and steamships made destinations more 

accessible.  

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also discuss how these 

changes encouraged mass tourism, created new industries, and transformed 

social attitudes towards leisure. 

4. Basic response: Globalisation connected societies and economies, while 

technological innovations such as mobile apps and budget airlines expanded 

access to destinations.  

Value-added response: Learners may add that these factors have diversified 

tourist motivations, encouraged cultural immersion, and raised challenges such 

as over-tourism and sustainability. 

5. Basic response: Historical and modern tourist flows influence how destinations 

plan infrastructure and deliver hospitality services.  
Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also evaluate how data 
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analytics, smart tourism technologies, and sustainability frameworks enhance 

destination planning and improve visitor experiences. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions 

 Part 2.1 

 • Ancient travel in tourism refers to the movement of people in early societies for trade, conquest, 
and religious devotion. 

• A pilgrimage is a journey undertaken to a sacred place for religious or spiritual purposes. 

• Pilgrimages often created cultural impacts such as festivals, traditions, and economic activity in 
host communities. 

• A trade route is an established path used for the exchange of goods and services between 
regions. 

• Exploration contributed to tourism growth by discovering new destinations and expanding human 
mobility. 

 Part 2.2 

 • Cultural travel in the Renaissance refers to journeys undertaken to experience artistic, 
intellectual, or heritage activities. 

• Imperial tourism is travel motivated by the influence of monarchies and empires, centred on royal 
courts and ceremonial events. 

• Monarchies influenced tourism by attracting visitors to palaces, festivals, and centres of power. 

• Leisure travel is defined as journeys undertaken primarily for enjoyment, relaxation, and cultural 
enrichment. 

• The Renaissance contributed to cultural tourism by encouraging artistic exchange, educational 
journeys, and leisure travel among elites. 

 Part 2.3 

• Industrialisation in tourism is the process of economic and social change driven by industries and 
technological innovation that expanded access to travel. 

• Industrialisation increased human mobility by providing disposable income and shorter working 
hours for leisure. 

• Transport infrastructure refers to physical systems and facilities that support movement, such as 
roads, railways, and ports. 

• Railways were a major transport innovation during the Industrial Revolution. 
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• An organised tour is a planned travel experience including transport, accommodation, and 
activities, making tourism accessible to wider groups. 

 Part 2.4 

 • Mass tourism in the context of globalisation is the large-scale, organised travel of people to 
destinations with standardised services. 

• Technological innovation in travel refers to new tools, systems, and platforms that improve how 
tourists plan and experience journeys. 

• Online booking platforms are an example of technological innovation that transformed tourism. 

• Tourist motivation refers to the underlying reasons why individuals travel, while tourist preference 
describes their choices of destinations and activities. 

• A shift in tourist preferences includes growing interest in eco-tourism and authentic cultural 
experiences. 

Part 2.5 

 • A historical travel trend is a recurring pattern of travel behaviour observed in past societies. 

• Historical travel trends influence modern tourism by shaping destinations and cultural practices. 

• Hospitality service refers to facilities and practices that provide comfort, accommodation, and 
care for tourists. 

• Movement patterns affect destination planning by determining where infrastructure such as 
hotels and transport systems are needed. 

• Sustainable tourism is tourism that meets the needs of visitors and host communities while 
protecting resources for future generations. 
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 Illustration  

 • Figure 2.1 Ancient travel routes and exchanges  
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AI-generated using prompt: “Generate a diagram showing trade routes and cultural exchanges in 
ancient civilisations.” Suggested OER search string: “ancient trade routes tourism OER diagram.” 

 • Plate 2.1 Pilgrims on a religious journey  

AI-generated using prompt: “Generate an image of pilgrims travelling to a sacred site with 
traditional attire.” Suggested OER search string: “pilgrimage tourism OER image.” 

 • Box 2.1 Contributions of trade routes and exploration to tourism 

AI-generated using prompt: “Create a text box summarising contributions of trade routes and 
exploration to tourism.” Suggested OER search string: “trade routes exploration tourism OER 
summary.” 

 • Plate 2.2 Cultural and educational travel during the Renaissance  

AI-generated using prompt: “Generate an image of scholars and artists travelling to a Renaissance 
city for cultural exchange.” Suggested OER search string: “Renaissance cultural educational travel 
OER image.” 

 • Figure 2.2 Influence of monarchies and empires on tourism  

AI-generated using prompt: “Generate a diagram showing arrows linking monarchies, empires, and 
tourism flows.” Suggested OER search string: “monarchies empires tourism OER diagram.” 

 • Box 2.2 Features of leisure travel among elites 

AI-generated using prompt: “Create a text box summarising features of leisure travel among elites 
in the Renaissance.” Suggested OER search string: “leisure travel Renaissance tourism OER 
summary.” 

 • Figure 2.3 Impact of industrialisation on human mobility 

AI-generated using prompt: “Generate a diagram showing industrialisation leading to increased 
mobility and leisure opportunities.” Suggested OER search string: “industrialisation tourism 
mobility OER diagram.” 

 • Plate 2.3 Railway travel during the Industrial Revolution 

AI-generated using prompt: “Generate an image of a steam train carrying passengers during the 
Industrial Revolution.” Suggested OER search string: “railway travel Industrial Revolution tourism 
OER image.” 

y • Box 2.3 Contributions of organised tours and travel agencies 

AI-generated using prompt: “Create a text box summarising contributions of organised tours and 
travel agencies.” Suggested OER search string: “organised tours travel agencies tourism OER 
summary.” 

 • Figure 2.4 Mass tourism and globalisation in contemporary travel 
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AI-generated using prompt: “Generate a diagram showing arrows of mass tourism flows between 
continents, influenced by globalisation.” Suggested OER search string: “mass tourism 
globalisation OER diagram.” 

 • Plate 2.4 Tourists using technology to plan their journeys 

AI-generated using prompt: “Generate an image of tourists using smartphones and apps to plan 
travel.”Suggested OER search string: “tourists using technology travel OER image.” 

 • Box 2.4 Shifts in tourist motivations and preferences AI-generated using prompt: “Create a text 
box summarising shifts in tourist motivations and preferences.” Suggested OER search string: 
“tourist motivations preferences OER summary.” 

 • Figure 2.5 Lessons from historical travel trends for modern tourism  

AI-generated using prompt: “Generate a diagram showing connections between historical travel 
trends and modern tourism practices.” Suggested OER search string: “historical travel trends 
tourism OER diagram.” 

 • Plate 2.5 Hospitality services shaped by tourist movement patterns 
AI-generated using prompt: “Generate an image of a modern hotel designed to accommodate large 
tourist flows.” Suggested OER search string: “hospitality services tourism OER image.” 

 • Box 2.5 Sustainable approaches to managing tourism flows 

AI-generated using prompt: “Create a text box summarising sustainable approaches to managing 
tourism flows.” Suggested OER search string: “sustainable tourism approaches OER summary.” 
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Course Code: HMT 105 

Course Title: Tourism Movement and Historical Development 

Course Units: 3 units 

 1. Foundations of Human Movements in Tourism 

2. Historical Developments and Tourist Movement Patterns 

3. Cultural Attractions and Their Role in Tourism 

4. Modern Tourism Facilities and Structures 

5. Ecological and Natural Tourist Attractions 
 
 

Suggested outline for series 3: Cultural Attractions and 

Their Role in Tourism 

 Part 1: Understanding Cultural Attractions 

 • Definition and scope of cultural attractions 

• Categories of cultural attractions (tangible and intangible) 

• Importance of cultural attractions in tourism 

 Part 2: Historical and Heritage Sites 

• Monuments and landmarks 

• Museums and galleries 

• World Heritage Sites and their significance 

 Part 3: Festivals, Arts, and Performing Culture 

 • Religious and traditional festivals 

• Music, dance, and theatre 

• Contemporary cultural events 

 Part 4: Indigenous Knowledge and Local Practices 

 • Handicrafts and traditional skills 
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• Culinary traditions and gastronomy 

• Community-based cultural tourism 

 Part 5: Impacts and Challenges of Cultural Attractions 

 • Economic and social impacts 

• Issues of authenticity and commodification 

• Preservation and sustainability strategies 

Introduction 

 Tourism is often remembered not only for the destinations visited but also for the 
cultural experiences that enrich those journeys. From historic monuments and 
museums to vibrant festivals and local traditions, cultural attractions provide meaning 
and identity to tourism, shaping how visitors connect with places and communities. In 
the last Series, we examined the historical developments and movement patterns that 

laid the foundation for modern tourism. This Series now turns to cultural attractions, 
highlighting their central role in sustaining tourism and enhancing visitor experiences. 

 The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the diverse forms of cultural attractions and 
to equip you with the knowledge to analyse their significance, impacts, and challenges 
within tourism development. 

 We shall commence this Series by understanding cultural attractions, their definitions, 
categories, and importance. Next, we will explore historical and heritage sites, including 
monuments, museums, and World Heritage Sites. Following that, we will examine 
festivals, arts, and performing culture, ranging from traditional celebrations to 
contemporary events. Moving on, we will consider indigenous knowledge and local 
practices such as handicrafts, culinary traditions, and community-based tourism. Finally, 
we will wrap up by discussing the impacts and challenges of cultural attractions, 
focusing on economic and social effects, authenticity, and strategies for preservation 
and sustainability. 

Series Learning Outcomes 

 Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

 • SLO 3.1 define cultural attractions and explain their categories as tangible and 
intangible resources, 

• SLO 3.2 describe the significance of historical and heritage sites such as monuments, 
museums, and World Heritage Sites, 
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• SLO 3.3 analyse the role of festivals, arts, and performing culture in shaping tourism 
experiences, 

• SLO 3.4 explain how indigenous knowledge and local practices contribute to cultural 
tourism, 

• SLO 3.5 evaluate the economic and social impacts of cultural attractions on host 
communities, and 

• SLO 3.6 assess strategies for preserving authenticity and promoting sustainability in 
cultural tourism development. 

3.1 Understanding Cultural Attractions 

3.1.1 Definition and scope of cultural attractions 

Cultural attractions are central to tourism because they provide meaning, identity, and 
experiences that go beyond simple leisure. The term cultural attraction refers to any 
site, event, or practice that represents the heritage, traditions, or artistic expressions of 
a community and draws visitors for educational, recreational, or spiritual purposes. 
These attractions can range from historic monuments and museums to festivals and 
local customs. 

Fill in the blank: A cultural attraction refers to any site, event, or practice that represents 
the ______, traditions, or artistic expressions of a community. 
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Short description: Diagram showing categories of cultural attractions (heritage sites, 
festivals, arts, local practices).  
Caption: Figure 3.1 Categories of cultural attractions 

 Search string: “categories of cultural attractions tourism OER diagram” 

3.1.2 Categories of cultural attractions (tangible and intangible) 

Cultural attractions can be divided into two broad categories: tangible attractions and 
intangible attractions. Tangible attractions are physical and visible, such as 
monuments, museums, and handicrafts. Intangible attractions are non-physical but 
equally significant, including traditions, music, dance, and oral histories. Both categories 
contribute to tourism by offering diverse experiences that appeal to different visitor 
interests. 

Fill in the blank: Tangible attractions are physical and visible, while intangible attractions 
are ______ but equally significant. 
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Short description: Image showing examples of tangible (monuments) and intangible 
(dance performance) attractions.  

Caption: Plate 3.1 Tangible and intangible cultural attractions  

Search string: “tangible intangible cultural attractions OER image” 

 

3.1.3 Importance of cultural attractions in tourism 

Cultural attractions play a vital role in tourism by enriching visitor experiences, 
preserving heritage, and supporting local economies. They encourage intercultural 
exchange and foster pride within host communities. The term tourism value of cultural 
attractions refers to the benefits these attractions provide, including economic gains, 
cultural preservation, and enhanced destination appeal. 

Fill in the blank: The tourism value of cultural attractions refers to the benefits they 
provide, including economic gains, cultural preservation, and enhanced ______ appeal. 
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Caption: Box 3.1 Importance of cultural attractions in tourism 

• Enrich visitor experiences  

• Preserve heritage and traditions  

• Support local economies  

• Encourage intercultural exchange 

Search string: “importance of cultural attractions tourism OER summary” 

Pilot questions  
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1. Define cultural attraction in the context of tourism. 
2. Distinguish between tangible and intangible cultural attractions. 
3. State one example of a tangible cultural attraction. 
4. State one example of an intangible cultural attraction. 
5. Explain one way cultural attractions contribute to tourism development. 

 

3.2 Historical and Heritage Sites 

3.2.1 Monuments and landmarks 

Monuments and landmarks are among the most recognisable cultural attractions. The 
term monument refers to a structure built to commemorate a person, event, or cultural 
achievement, while a landmark is a notable feature of a landscape or city that holds 
cultural or historical significance. These sites often serve as symbols of identity and 
pride, attracting visitors from around the world. 

Fill in the blank: A monument refers to a structure built to commemorate a person, 
event, or cultural ______. 
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Short description: Image of a famous monument the Pyramids of Giza  
Caption: Plate 3.2 Monuments and landmarks as cultural attractions Search string: 
“monuments landmarks tourism OER image” 

3.2.2 Museums and galleries 

Museums and galleries preserve and display cultural artefacts, artworks, and historical 
objects. The term museum refers to an institution that collects, conserves, and exhibits 
items of cultural, artistic, or scientific importance. A gallery is a space dedicated to 
displaying works of art, often focusing on painting, sculpture, or photography. These 
attractions provide educational opportunities and foster appreciation of heritage. 

Fill in the blank: A museum is an institution that collects, conserves, and exhibits items 
of cultural, artistic, or ______ importance. 
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Short description: Diagram showing the functions of museums and galleries in tourism. 
Caption: Figure 3.2 Functions of museums and galleries in tourism  

Search string: “functions of museums galleries tourism OER diagram” 

3.2.3 World heritage sites and their significance 

World Heritage Sites are designated by UNESCO for their outstanding cultural or 
natural value. The term World Heritage Site refers to a location recognised 
internationally for its universal importance to humanity. These sites attract global 
attention, promote conservation, and enhance tourism by offering unique experiences. 
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Fill in the blank: A World Heritage Site refers to a location recognised internationally for 
its universal importance to ______. 

 

Caption: Box 3.2 Significance of World Heritage Sites 

• Promote global recognition and conservation  

• Attract international visitors 

 • Represent universal cultural or natural value 

Search string: “World Heritage Sites significance tourism OER summary” 

Pilot questions  

1. Define monument and landmark in the context of tourism. 
2. What is meant by museum and gallery? 
3. State one function of museums in tourism. 
4. Define World Heritage Site. 
5. Explain one reason why World Heritage Sites are significant for tourism. 
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3.3 Festivals, Arts, and Performing Culture 

3.3.1 Religious and traditional festivals 

Religious and traditional festivals are powerful cultural attractions that bring 
communities together and attract visitors. The term festival refers to a recurring event, 
often linked to religious, cultural, or seasonal traditions, celebrated with rituals, 
performances, and gatherings. These festivals provide tourists with opportunities to 
experience authentic cultural practices and strengthen the identity of host communities. 

Fill in the blank: A festival refers to a recurring event, often linked to religious, cultural, 
or ______ traditions 
Short description: Image of a traditional festival with costumes, rituals, and community 

participation.  

 

Caption: Plate 3.3 Religious and traditional festivals as cultural attractions  

Search string: “religious traditional festivals tourism OER image” 

3.3.2 Music, dance, and theatre 

Music, dance, and theatre are expressive forms of art that play a central role in tourism. 
The term performing arts refers to live artistic expressions such as music, dance, and 
theatre that engage audiences and reflect cultural identity. These attractions offer 
immersive experiences, allowing tourists to connect emotionally with the culture of a 
destination. 
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Fill in the blank: Performing arts refer to live artistic expressions such as music, dance, 
and ______. 

 

Short description: Diagram showing types of performing arts and their role in tourism. 
Caption: Figure 3.3 Types of performing arts in tourism 

Search string: “performing arts tourism OER diagram” 

3.3.3 Contemporary cultural events 

Contemporary cultural events include modern festivals, exhibitions, and 
performances that reflect current trends and creativity. The term contemporary cultural 
event refers to organised gatherings or showcases that highlight modern artistic 
expressions, often blending traditional influences with new innovations. These events 
attract diverse audiences and contribute to the dynamic image of destinations. 

Fill in the blank: A contemporary cultural event refers to organised gatherings or 
showcases that highlight modern ______ expressions. 
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Caption: Box 3.3 Examples of contemporary cultural events 

• Film festivals showcasing global cinema  

• Art exhibitions featuring modern works  

• Music concerts blending traditional and modern styles 

Search string: “contemporary cultural events tourism OER summary” 

Pilot questions  

1. Define festival in the context of tourism. 
2. What is meant by performing arts? 
3. State one example of a performing art that attracts tourists. 
4. Define contemporary cultural event. 
5. Explain one way contemporary cultural events contribute to tourism. 

 

3.4 Indigenous Knowledge and Local Practices 

3.4.1 Handicrafts and traditional skills 
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Handicrafts and traditional skills are important cultural attractions because they reflect 
the creativity and heritage of local communities. The term handicraft refers to items made 
by hand using traditional techniques, often passed down through generations. These 
products, such as pottery, weaving, and carvings, attract tourists who value authenticity 
and cultural connection. 

Fill in the blank: A handicraft refers to items made by hand using ______ techniques, often 
passed down through generations. 

 

Short description: Image of artisans creating pottery and weaving baskets. 

 Caption: Plate 3.4 Handicrafts and traditional skills as cultural attractions 

Search string: “handicrafts traditional skills tourism OER image” 

3.4.2 Culinary traditions and gastronomy 

Culinary traditions and gastronomy are central to cultural tourism. The term culinary 
tradition refers to the food practices and recipes unique to a community, while 
gastronomy is the study and appreciation of food culture. Tourists often seek authentic 
dining experiences, making local cuisine a powerful attraction that supports both cultural 
identity and economic development. 

Fill in the blank: Gastronomy is the study and appreciation of ______ culture. 
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Short description: Diagram showing the role of culinary traditions in tourism (identity, 
economy, visitor experience).  
Caption: Figure 3.4 Role of culinary traditions in tourism  

Search string: “culinary traditions gastronomy tourism OER diagram” 

3.4.3 Community-based cultural tourism 

Community-based cultural tourism involves local residents actively participating in 
tourism activities, sharing their traditions, and benefiting directly from visitor engagement. 
The term community-based tourism refers to tourism initiatives managed and operated 
by local communities, often focusing on cultural exchange and sustainability. This 
approach empowers communities and provides tourists with authentic experiences. 

Fill in the blank: Community-based tourism refers to tourism initiatives managed and 
operated by ______ communities. 
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Caption: Box 3.4 Features of community-based cultural tourism 

• Managed and operated by local communities  

• Promotes cultural exchange and sustainability  

• Provides authentic visitor experiences 

Search string: “community-based cultural tourism OER summary” 

Pilot questions  

1. Define handicraft in the context of cultural tourism. 
2. What is meant by culinary tradition and gastronomy? 
3. State one example of a culinary tradition that attracts tourists. 
4. Define community-based tourism. 
5. Explain one benefit of community-based cultural tourism. 

3.5 Impacts and Challenges of Cultural Attractions 

3.5.1 economic and social impacts 
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Cultural attractions generate significant economic and social benefits. The term 
economic impact refers to the financial contributions of tourism, such as job creation, 
income generation, and local business growth. The term social impact refers to the 
influence of tourism on community life, including cultural pride, social cohesion, and 
intercultural exchange. Together, these impacts strengthen both the destination and its 
people. 

Fill in the blank: Economic impact refers to the financial contributions of tourism, such as 
job creation and ______ generation. 

 

Short description: Diagram showing economic and social impacts of cultural attractions.  

Caption: Figure 3.5 Economic and social impacts of cultural attractions 

 Search string: “economic social impacts cultural attractions tourism OER diagram” 

3.5.2 Issues of authenticity and commodification 

Authenticity is a key concern in cultural tourism. The term authenticity refers to the 
genuine representation of cultural practices, traditions, and heritage. Commodification 
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occurs when cultural elements are altered or commercialised to appeal to tourists, 
sometimes reducing their original meaning. Balancing authenticity with tourism demand is 
a challenge for destinations. 

Fill in the blank: Commodification occurs when cultural elements are altered or ______ to 
appeal to tourists. 

 

Short description: Image showing a traditional dance adapted for tourist entertainment.  

Caption: Plate 3.5 Issues of authenticity and commodification in cultural tourism  

Search string: “authenticity commodification cultural tourism OER image” 

3.5.3 Preservation and sustainability strategies 

Preservation and sustainability are essential for maintaining cultural attractions. The 
term preservation refers to protecting cultural heritage from damage or loss, while 
sustainability refers to ensuring that tourism development meets present needs without 
compromising future generations. Strategies include community involvement, responsible 
visitor management, and conservation policies. 

Fill in the blank: Preservation refers to protecting cultural heritage from damage or ______. 
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Caption: Box 3.5 Strategies for preserving and sustaining cultural attractions 

• Community involvement in tourism planning  

• Responsible visitor management  

• Conservation policies and heritage protection  

 Search string: “preservation sustainability cultural attractions tourism OER summary” 

Pilot questions  

1. Define economic impact in the context of cultural tourism. 
2. What is meant by social impact? 
3. Define authenticity and commodification. 
4. State one challenge posed by commodification in tourism. 
5. Explain one strategy for preserving cultural attractions sustainably. 
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Series Summary 

 This Series has explored the diverse role of cultural attractions in tourism, showing how 
they enrich visitor experiences and strengthen destination identity. Beginning with an 
introduction to cultural attractions, their definitions, categories, and importance, we then 
examined historical and heritage sites such as monuments, museums, and World Heritage 
Sites. We continued by analysing festivals, arts, and performing culture, highlighting their 
significance in both traditional and contemporary contexts. Afterwards, we considered 
indigenous knowledge and local practices, including handicrafts, culinary traditions, and 
community-based tourism. Finally, we addressed the impacts and challenges of cultural 
attractions, focusing on economic and social benefits, issues of authenticity, and 
strategies for preservation and sustainability. 
  
Aligned with the Series Learning Outcomes, you should now be able to define cultural 
attractions and their categories (SLO 3.1), describe the significance of historical and 
heritage sites (SLO 3.2), analyse the role of festivals and performing culture (SLO 3.3), 
explain how indigenous knowledge contributes to tourism (SLO 3.4), evaluate the 
economic and social impacts of cultural attractions (SLO 3.5), and assess strategies for 
preserving authenticity and promoting sustainability (SLO 3.6). These outcomes provide 
you with a comprehensive understanding of how cultural attractions shape tourism 
development and enhance the experiences of both visitors and host communities. 
 

Glossary of Terms  
 • Authenticity:  
The genuine representation of cultural practices, traditions, and heritage without alteration 
for tourism. 
• Community-based tourism:  
Tourism initiatives managed and operated by local communities, focusing on cultural 
exchange and sustainability. 
• Commodification:  
The alteration or commercialisation of cultural elements to appeal to tourists, often 
reducing their original meaning. 
• Contemporary cultural event:  
Organised gatherings or showcases that highlight modern artistic expressions, often 
blending traditional influences with new innovations. 
 
 
 

• Culinary tradition:  
The food practices and recipes unique to a community, often reflecting cultural identity 
and heritage. 
• Economic impact:  
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The financial contributions of tourism, such as job creation, income generation, and local 
business growth. 
• Festival:  
A recurring event linked to religious, cultural, or seasonal traditions, celebrated with 
rituals, performances, and gatherings. 
• Gallery:  
A space dedicated to displaying works of art, often focusing on painting, sculpture, or 
photography. 
• Gastronomy:  
The study and appreciation of food culture, including its preparation, traditions, and 
significance. 
• Handicraft:  
Items made by hand using traditional techniques, often passed down through generations. 
• Landmark:  
A notable feature of a landscape or city that holds cultural or historical significance. 
• Monument:  
A structure built to commemorate a person, event, or cultural achievement. 
• Museum:  
An institution that collects, conserves, and exhibits items of cultural, artistic, or scientific 
importance. 
• Performing arts:  
Live artistic expressions such as music, dance, and theatre that engage audiences and 
reflect cultural identity. 
• Preservation:  
Protecting cultural heritage from damage or loss to ensure its survival for future 
generations. 
• Social impact:  
The influence of tourism on community life, including cultural pride, social cohesion, and 
intercultural exchange. 
• Sustainability:  
Ensuring that tourism development meets present needs without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet theirs. 
 

• World Heritage Site:  
A location recognised internationally by UNESCO for its outstanding cultural or natural 
value to humanity. 

Concept Check Questions  

Objective Questions 

1. A cultural attraction refers to any site, event, or practice that represents the ______ 
of a community. (Linked to SLO 3.1) 
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2. Tangible cultural attractions include monuments, museums, and ______. (Linked to 
SLO 3.1) 

3. A World Heritage Site is recognised internationally by ______ for its outstanding 
cultural or natural value. (Linked to SLO 3.2) 

4. Performing arts refer to live artistic expressions such as music, dance, and ______. 
(Linked to SLO 3.3) 

5. Gastronomy is the study and appreciation of ______ culture. (Linked to SLO 3.4) 

Short-Answer Questions  

6. Define cultural attraction in the context of tourism. (Linked to SLO 3.1)  

7. State one example of a tangible cultural attraction. (Linked to SLO 3.1)  

8. Describe the significance of museums in tourism. (Linked to SLO 3.2)  

9. Explain one way festivals contribute to tourism development. (Linked to SLO 3.3)  

10. Identify one benefit of community-based cultural tourism. (Linked to SLO 3.4) 

Long-Answer Questions  

11. Analyse the importance of monuments, museums, and World Heritage Sites in shaping 
tourism experiences. (Linked to SLO 3.2)  

12. Evaluate the role of festivals, arts, and performing culture in promoting cultural identity 
and tourism. (Linked to SLO 3.3)  

13. Explain how indigenous knowledge and local practices such as handicrafts and 
culinary traditions contribute to cultural tourism. (Linked to SLO 3.4)  

14. Assess the economic and social impacts of cultural attractions on host communities. 
(Linked to SLO 3.5)  

15. Discuss strategies for preserving authenticity and promoting sustainability in cultural 
tourism. (Linked to SLO 3.6) 

Answers to Concept Check Questions  
Objective Questions 

1. Heritage. 
2. Handicrafts. 
3. UNESCO. 
4. Theatre. 
5. Food. 

Short-Answer Questions  
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6. A cultural attraction is any site, event, or practice that represents the heritage, 
traditions, or artistic expressions of a community and draws visitors.  

7. An example of a tangible cultural attraction is a monument.  

8. Museums preserve and display cultural artefacts, providing educational opportunities 
and fostering appreciation of heritage.  

9. Festivals attract tourists by showcasing authentic traditions, rituals, and community 
celebrations.  

10. Community-based cultural tourism empowers local residents and provides authentic 
visitor experiences. 

Long-Answer Questions 

1. Basic response: Monuments, museums, and World Heritage Sites preserve cultural 
heritage and attract visitors seeking education and identity.  
Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also highlight their role in global 
recognition, intercultural dialogue, and conservation. 

2. Basic response: Festivals, arts, and performing culture promote cultural identity 
and provide immersive experiences for tourists.  

Value-added response: Learners may further explain how these activities 
strengthen community pride, diversify tourism products, and enhance destination 
appeal. 

3. Basic response: Indigenous knowledge and local practices such as handicrafts and 
culinary traditions showcase authenticity and attract tourists.  

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also discuss how these practices 
support local economies, preserve traditions, and encourage sustainable tourism. 

4. Basic response: Cultural attractions generate jobs, income, and social cohesion 
within host communities.  

Value-added response: Learners may add that they also foster intercultural 
exchange, strengthen cultural pride, and stimulate related industries. 

5. Basic response: Strategies for preserving authenticity and sustainability include 
community involvement, responsible visitor management, and conservation policies. 

 Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also evaluate how technology, 
heritage legislation, and global partnerships enhance preservation efforts. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions  

Part 3.1 

 • A cultural attraction is any site, event, or practice that represents the heritage, traditions, 
or artistic expressions of a community. 

• Tangible cultural attractions include monuments, museums, and handicrafts. 
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• Intangible cultural attractions include traditions, music, dance, and oral histories. 

• The importance of cultural attractions lies in enriching visitor experiences, preserving 
heritage, and supporting local economies. 

 Part 3.2 

• A monument is a structure built to commemorate a person, event, or cultural 
achievement. 

• A landmark is a notable feature of a landscape or city that holds cultural or historical 
significance. 

• A museum is an institution that collects, conserves, and exhibits items of cultural, 
artistic, or scientific importance. 

• A gallery is a space dedicated to displaying works of art. 

• A World Heritage Site is a location recognised internationally by UNESCO for its 
outstanding cultural or natural value. 

 Part 3.3 

 • A festival is a recurring event linked to religious, cultural, or seasonal traditions. 

• Performing arts are live artistic expressions such as music, dance, and theatre. 

• An example of a performing art that attracts tourists is traditional dance. 

• A contemporary cultural event refers to organised gatherings or showcases that highlight 
modern artistic expressions. 

• Contemporary cultural events contribute to tourism by diversifying attractions and 
enhancing destination appeal. 

 Part 3.4 

 • A handicraft is an item made by hand using traditional techniques, often passed down 
through generations. 

• Culinary tradition refers to food practices and recipes unique to a community, while 
gastronomy is the study and appreciation of food culture. 

• An example of a culinary tradition that attracts tourists is local cuisine such as traditional 
dishes. 

• Community-based tourism refers to tourism initiatives managed and operated by local 
communities. 

• One benefit of community-based cultural tourism is that it empowers local residents and 
provides authentic visitor experiences. 

 Part 3.5 
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 • Economic impact refers to the financial contributions of tourism, such as job creation 
and income generation. 

• Social impact refers to the influence of tourism on community life, including cultural 
pride and social cohesion. 

• Authenticity is the genuine representation of cultural practices, while commodification is 
the alteration or commercialisation of cultural elements to appeal to tourists. 

• One challenge posed by commodification is the loss of original meaning and cultural 
value. 

• Strategies for preserving cultural attractions sustainably include community 
involvement, responsible visitor management, and conservation policies. 
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 Illustration  

 • Figure 3.1 Categories of cultural attractions 

AI-generated using prompt: “Generate a diagram showing categories of cultural attractions 
such as heritage sites, festivals, arts, and local practices.” Suggested OER search string: 
“categories of cultural attractions tourism OER diagram.” 

 • Plate 3.1 Tangible and intangible cultural attractions  

AI-generated using prompt: “Generate an image showing a monument alongside a 
traditional dance performance to illustrate tangible and intangible cultural attractions.” 
Suggested OER search string: “tangible intangible cultural attractions OER image.” 

 • Box 3.1 Importance of cultural attractions in tourism 

AI-generated using prompt: “Create a text box summarising the importance of cultural 
attractions in tourism.” Suggested OER search string: “importance of cultural attractions 
tourism OER summary.” 

 • Plate 3.2 Monuments and landmarks as cultural attractions 

https://whc.unesco.org/
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AI-generated using prompt: “Generate an image showing a famous monument such as the 
Pyramids of Giza or the Eiffel Tower.” Suggested OER search string: “monuments 
landmarks tourism OER image.” 

 • Figure 3.2 Functions of museums and galleries in tourism 

AI-generated using prompt: “Generate a diagram showing the functions of museums and 
galleries in tourism, including preservation, education, and exhibition.” Suggested OER 
search string: “functions of museums galleries tourism OER diagram.” 

• Box 3.2 Significance of World Heritage Sites  

 Al-generated using prompt: “Create a text box summarising the significance of World 
Heritage Sites.” Suggested OER search string: “World Heritage Sites significance tourism 
OER summary.” 

 • Plate 3.3 Religious and traditional festivals as cultural attractions  

AI-generated using prompt: “Generate an image of a traditional festival with costumes, 
rituals, and community participation.” Suggested OER search string: “religious traditional 
festivals tourism OER image.” 

 • Figure 3.3 Types of performing arts in tourism 

Al-generated using prompt: “Generate a diagram showing types of performing arts (music, 
dance, theatre) and their role in tourism.”Suggested OER search string: “performing arts 
tourism OER diagram.” 

 • Box 3.3 Examples of contemporary cultural events  

AI-generated using prompt: “Create a text box summarising examples of contemporary 
cultural events.” Suggested OER search string: “contemporary cultural events tourism 
OER summary.” 

 • Plate 3.4 Handicrafts and traditional skills as cultural attractions 

 AI-generated using prompt: “Generate an image of artisans creating pottery and weaving 
baskets to illustrate handicrafts.” Suggested OER search string: “handicrafts traditional 
skills tourism OER image.” 

 • Figure 3.4 Role of culinary traditions in tourism 

AI-generated using prompt: “Generate a diagram showing the role of culinary traditions in 
tourism: identity, economy, visitor experience.” Suggested OER search string: “culinary 
traditions gastronomy tourism OER diagram.” 

 • Box 3.4 Features of community-based cultural tourism  

Al-generated using prompt: “Create a text box summarising features of community-based 
cultural tourism.” Suggested OER search string: “community-based cultural tourism OER 
summary.” 
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 • Figure 3.5 Economic and social impacts of cultural attractions 

AI-generated using prompt: “Generate a diagram showing economic impacts (jobs, 
income) and social impacts (pride, cohesion, exchange).” Suggested OER search string: 
“economic social impacts cultural attractions tourism OER diagram.” 

 • Plate 3.5 Issues of authenticity and commodification in cultural tourism 

AI-generated using prompt: “Generate an image showing a traditional dance adapted for 
tourist entertainment to illustrate commodification.” Suggested OER search string: 
“authenticity commodification cultural tourism OER image.” 

 • Box 3.5 Strategies for preserving and sustaining cultural attractions 

AI-generated using prompt: “Create a text box summarising strategies for preserving and 
sustaining cultural attractions.” Suggested OER search string: “preservation sustainability 
cultural attractions tourism OER summary.” 

  

 Course Code: HMT 105 

Course Title: Tourism Movement and Historical Development 

Course Units: 3 units 

 1. Foundations of Human Movements in Tourism 

2. Historical Developments and Tourist Movement Patterns 

3. Cultural Attractions and Their Role in Tourism 

4. Modern Tourism Facilities and Structures 

5. Ecological and Natural Tourist Attractions 

Suggested outline for series 4: Modern Tourism 

Facilities and Structures 

 Part 1: Understanding Modern Tourism Facilities 

 • Definition and scope of tourism facilities and structures 

• Categories of facilities (accommodation, transport, recreation, support services) 

• Importance of modern facilities in tourism development 

Part 2: Accommodation Facilities 
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 • Hotels, resorts, and lodges 

• Guesthouses, hostels, and serviced apartments 

• Emerging trends in accommodation (eco-lodges, smart hotels, Airbnb) 

Part 3: Transport and Connectivity Structures 

 • Airports, seaports, and railway stations 

• Road networks and tourism mobility 

• Innovations in transport for tourism (high-speed rail, cruise ships, ride-sharing) 

Part 4: Recreational and Entertainment Facilities 

 • Theme parks and leisure centres 

• Sports and adventure facilities 

• Shopping malls and convention centres 

Part 5: Support Services and Infrastructure 

• Information centres and tour operators 

• Health, safety, and security facilities 

• ICT and digital platforms in tourism services 

Part 6: Impacts and Sustainability of Modern Tourism Facilities 

• Economic and social impacts of tourism facilities 

• Environmental challenges and sustainability concerns 

• Strategies for sustainable facility development and management 

Introduction 

 Tourism today relies not only on attractions but also on the facilities and structures that 
make travel possible and enjoyable. Modern tourism facilities such as hotels, airports, 
theme parks, and digital platforms provide the infrastructure that supports visitor 
experiences and ensures destinations remain competitive. In the last Series, we 
examined natural attractions and their role in tourism. This Series now turns to modern 
tourism facilities and structures, highlighting how they shape accessibility, comfort, and 
sustainability in the tourism industry. 
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 The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the different types of modern tourism 
facilities and structures, and to equip you with the knowledge to analyse their functions, 
impacts, and sustainability within tourism development. 

 We shall commence this Series by understanding modern tourism facilities, their 
definitions, categories, and importance. Next, we will explore accommodation facilities 
such as hotels, resorts, and emerging trends like eco-lodges and smart hotels. 
Following that, we will examine transport and connectivity structures, including airports, 
seaports, and innovations in mobility. Moving on, we will consider recreational and 
entertainment facilities such as theme parks, sports centres, and convention halls. 
Afterwards, we will discuss support services and infrastructure, including information 
centres, health and safety facilities, and ICT platforms. Finally, we will conclude by 
analysing the impacts and sustainability of modern tourism facilities, focusing on 
economic, social, and environmental effects as well as strategies for sustainable 
management. 

 
 
 

 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

 Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

 • SLO 4.1 define modern tourism facilities and structures, including their categories and 
scope, 

• SLO 4.2 describe the functions and types of accommodation facilities such as hotels, 
resorts, and emerging trends, 

• SLO 4.3 explain the role of transport and connectivity structures in facilitating tourism 
movement, 

• SLO 4.4 analyse the significance of recreational and entertainment facilities in 
enhancing visitor experiences, 

• SLO 4.5 evaluate the importance of support services and infrastructure such as 
information centres, health and safety facilities, and ICT platforms, and 

• SLO 4.6 assess the economic, social, and environmental impacts of modern tourism 
facilities and propose strategies for sustainable management. 

4.1 Understanding Modern Tourism Facilities 
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4.1.1 Definition and scope of tourism facilities and structures 

Modern tourism facilities are the physical and organisational structures that support 
tourism activities and enhance visitor experiences. The term tourism facility refers to 
any built or organised service that enables tourists to access, enjoy, and benefit from a 
destination. The term tourism structure refers to the broader systems and frameworks, 
such as transport networks or accommodation complexes, that sustain tourism 
development. Together, facilities and structures form the backbone of modern tourism. 

Fill in the blank: A tourism facility refers to any built or organised service that enables 
tourists to ______, enjoy, and benefit from a destination. 

Short description: Diagram showing the scope of tourism facilities and structures 
(accommodation, transport, recreation, support services). 

Caption: Figure 4.1 Scope of modern tourism facilities and structures 

Search string: “scope of tourism facilities structures tourism OER diagram” 

4.1.2 Categories of facilities (accommodation, transport, recreation, support 
services) 

Tourism facilities can be grouped into four main categories. Accommodation facilities 
provide lodging for tourists, ranging from hotels to eco-lodges. Transport facilities 
include airports, seaports, and road networks that ensure connectivity. Recreational 
facilities cover leisure centres, theme parks, and sports complexes. Support services 
include information centres, health and safety facilities, and ICT platforms that assist 
tourists during their stay. 

Fill in the blank: Recreational facilities include leisure centres, theme parks, and ______ 
complexes. 

Short description: Image showing examples of accommodation, transport, recreation, 
and support services.  

Caption: Plate 4.1 Categories of modern tourism facilities  
Search string: “categories of tourism facilities OER image” 

4.1.3 Importance of modern facilities in tourism development 

Modern tourism facilities are essential for the growth and sustainability of destinations. 
The term tourism development refers to the process of expanding and improving 
tourism activities, infrastructure, and services to meet visitor needs and support local 
economies. Facilities enhance accessibility, comfort, and safety, while also contributing 
to the competitiveness of destinations. Without modern facilities, tourism cannot thrive 
in today’s globalised environment. 
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Fill in the blank: Tourism development refers to the process of expanding and improving 
tourism activities, infrastructure, and ______ to meet visitor needs. 

Caption: Box 4.1 Importance of modern tourism facilities in development 

• Enhance accessibility and connectivity  

• Improve visitor comfort and safety  

• Support local economies and employment  

• Strengthen destination competitiveness  

Search string: “importance of modern tourism facilities tourism OER summary” 

Pilot questions 

1. Define tourism facility and tourism structure. 
2. State the four main categories of tourism facilities. 
3. Give one example of a recreational facility. 
4. Define tourism development. 
5. Explain one way modern tourism facilities contribute to destination 

competitiveness. 
 
 

 

4.2 Accommodation Facilities 

4.2.1 Hotels, resorts, and lodges 

Hotels, resorts, and lodges are the most common forms of accommodation in tourism. 
The term hotel refers to a commercial establishment offering lodging, meals, and other 
guest services. A resort is a destination facility that combines accommodation with 
recreational amenities such as swimming pools, golf courses, or spas. A lodge is 
typically smaller and often located in natural settings, providing a more intimate and 
nature-oriented experience. These facilities cater to different tourist needs, ranging from 
luxury to budget travel. 

Fill in the blank: A resort is a destination facility that combines accommodation with 
______ amenities such as swimming pools or spas. 

Short description: Image showing a hotel, a resort with a pool, and a lodge in a natural 
setting.  

Caption: Plate 4.2 Hotels, resorts, and lodges 

Search string: “hotels resorts lodges tourism OER image” 
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4.2.2 Guesthouses, hostels, and serviced apartments 

Guesthouses, hostels, and serviced apartments provide alternative accommodation 
options. A guesthouse is a small, family-run establishment offering lodging and meals, 
often with a homely atmosphere. A hostel is a budget-friendly facility where guests 
share rooms or dormitories, popular among young travellers and backpackers. Serviced 
apartments are furnished flats available for short-term or long-term stays, offering self-
catering facilities and housekeeping services. These options diversify the 
accommodation sector and appeal to different market segments. 

Fill in the blank: A hostel is a budget-friendly facility where guests share rooms or 
______. 

Short description: Diagram comparing guesthouses, hostels, and serviced apartments 
in terms of size, cost, and services. 

 Caption: Figure 4.2 Comparison of guesthouses, hostels, and serviced apartments 
Search string: “guesthouses hostels serviced apartments tourism OER diagram” 

4.2.3 Emerging trends in accommodation (eco-lodges, smart hotels, Airbnb) 

Emerging trends in accommodation reflect changing tourist preferences and 
technological advancements. An eco-lodge is a nature-based accommodation 
designed to minimise environmental impact and promote sustainability. A smart hotel 
integrates digital technologies such as automated check-in, smart room controls, and 
personalised guest services. Airbnb represents the rise of peer-to-peer 
accommodation, where individuals rent out private homes or rooms to travellers. These 
innovations are reshaping the accommodation sector by offering unique, sustainable, 
and technology-driven experiences. 

Fill in the blank: An eco-lodge is a nature-based accommodation designed to minimise 
______ impact and promote sustainability. 

Caption: Box 4.2 Emerging trends in accommodation 

• Eco-lodges promoting sustainability  

• Smart hotels using digital technologies  

• Peer-to-peer accommodation platforms such as Airbnb  

Search string: “emerging trends accommodation eco-lodge smart hotel Airbnb OER 
summary” 

Pilot questions  

1. Define hotel, resort, and lodge. 
2. State one feature of a guesthouse. 
3. What is meant by hostel accommodation? 
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4. Define serviced apartment. 
5. Explain one emerging trend in accommodation facilities. 

 

4.3 Transport and Connectivity Structures 

4.3.1 Airports, seaports, and railway stations 

Transport facilities are essential for connecting tourists to destinations. An airport is a 
complex facility designed for the arrival and departure of aircraft, providing services such 
as check-in, security, and customs. A seaport is a harbour where ships dock to load and 
unload passengers or cargo, often serving cruise tourism. A railway station is a terminal 
where trains stop for passengers to board or alight, offering affordable and efficient travel. 
These structures form the backbone of international and domestic tourism mobility. 

Fill in the blank: A seaport is a harbour where ships dock to load and unload passengers or 
______. 

Short description: Image showing an airport terminal, a cruise ship at a seaport, and a 
railway station.  

Caption: Plate 4.3 Airports, seaports, and railway stations 

Search string: “airports seaports railway stations tourism OER image” 

4.3.2 Road networks and tourism mobility 

Road networks are vital for tourism because they provide access to destinations that may 
not be reachable by air or rail. The term tourism mobility refers to the ease with which 
tourists can move between destinations and attractions. Well-developed road systems 
enable tourists to travel comfortably, whether by private cars, buses, or tour coaches. 
Road networks also support rural tourism by connecting remote areas to urban centres. 

Fill in the blank: Tourism mobility refers to the ease with which tourists can move between 
destinations and ______. 

Short description: Diagram showing road networks connecting urban centres, rural areas, 
and tourist attractions.  

Caption: Figure 4.3 Road networks and tourism mobility  

Search string: “road networks tourism mobility OER diagram” 

4.3.3Innovations in transport for tourism (high-speed rail, cruise ships, ride-sharing) 

Innovations in transport are reshaping tourism by improving speed, comfort, and 
accessibility. High-speed rail refers to advanced train systems that travel at very high 
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speeds, reducing travel time between cities. Cruise ships are large passenger vessels 
offering leisure travel experiences with onboard entertainment and accommodation. Ride-
sharing services such as Uber and Bolt provide flexible, on-demand transport options for 
tourists. These innovations enhance convenience and broaden the range of travel 
experiences available. 

Fill in the blank: High-speed rail refers to advanced train systems that travel at very ______ 
speeds, reducing travel time. 

Caption: Box 4.3 Innovations in transport for tourism 

• High-speed rail reducing travel time  

• Cruise ships offering leisure travel experiences  

• Ride-sharing services providing flexible transport options 

Search string: “innovations transport tourism high-speed rail cruise ships ride-sharing OER 
summary” 

Pilot questions  

1. Define airport, seaport, and railway station. 
2. What is meant by tourism mobility? 
3. State one way road networks support rural tourism. 
4. Define high-speed rail. 
5. Explain one innovation in transport that benefits tourism. 

 

4.4 Recreational and Entertainment Facilities 

4.4.1 Theme parks and leisure centres 

Theme parks and leisure centres are designed to provide entertainment and recreation for 
tourists of all ages. A theme park is a large outdoor facility organised around a central 
theme, such as adventure, fantasy, or culture, offering rides, shows, and attractions. A 
leisure centre is a facility that provides recreational activities such as swimming, fitness, 
and indoor games. These facilities are major tourism draws because they combine fun, 
relaxation, and social interaction. 

Fill in the blank: A theme park is a large outdoor facility organised around a central ______, 
offering rides and attractions. 

Short description: Image showing a theme park with roller coasters and a leisure centre 
with a swimming pool.  

Caption: Plate 4.4 Theme parks and leisure centres  
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Search string: “theme parks leisure centres tourism OER image” 

4.4.2 Sports and adventure facilities 

Sports and adventure facilities attract tourists seeking active and adrenaline-filled 
experiences. The term sports facility refers to venues such as stadiums, golf courses, and 
arenas where sporting events take place. Adventure facilities include climbing walls, zip 
lines, ski resorts, and diving centres, offering tourists opportunities for physical challenge 
and excitement. These facilities diversify tourism by appealing to niche markets such as 
adventure travellers and sports enthusiasts. 

Fill in the blank: Adventure facilities include climbing walls, zip lines, ski resorts, and 
______ centres. 

Short description: Diagram showing types of sports and adventure facilities and their 
tourism appeal.  

Caption: Figure 4.4 Sports and adventure facilities in tourism 

Search string: “sports adventure facilities tourism OER diagram” 

4.4.3 Shopping malls and convention centres 

Shopping malls and convention centres are important recreational and business tourism 
facilities. A shopping mall is a large complex offering retail outlets, restaurants, and 
entertainment spaces, often serving as both a shopping and leisure destination. A 
convention centre is a specialised facility designed to host conferences, exhibitions, and 
large meetings, supporting business tourism. These facilities contribute to urban tourism 
by combining commerce, leisure, and professional activities. 

Fill in the blank: A convention centre is a specialised facility designed to host conferences, 
exhibitions, and large ______. 

Caption: Box 4.4 Recreational and entertainment facilities in tourism 

• Theme parks and leisure centres for fun and relaxation  

• Sports and adventure facilities for active experiences  

• Shopping malls and convention centres for commerce and business tourism 

Search string: “recreational entertainment facilities tourism OER summary” 

Pilot questions  

1. Define theme park and leisure centre. 
2. State one example of an adventure facility. 
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3. What is meant by sports facility? 
4. Define shopping mall. 
5. Explain one role of convention centres in tourism. 

 

4.5 Support Services and Infrastructure 

4.5.1 Information centres and tour operators 

Information centres and tour operators provide essential support for tourists. An 
information centre is a facility where visitors can obtain maps, brochures, and guidance 
about local attractions and services. A tour operator is a business that organises travel 
packages, combining transport, accommodation, and activities into a single product. 
These services help tourists make informed decisions and enjoy seamless travel 
experiences. 

Fill in the blank: A tour operator is a business that organises travel packages, combining 
transport, accommodation, and ______ into a single product. 

  

Short description: Image showing a tourist information centre and a tour operator assisting 
travellers.  

Caption: Plate 4.5 Information centres and tour operators 

Search string: “tourist information centres tour operators tourism OER image” 

4.5.2 Health, safety, and security facilities 

Health, safety, and security facilities are critical for ensuring tourist well-being. The term 
health facility refers to hospitals, clinics, and emergency services available to tourists. 
Safety facilities include fire services, rescue teams, and disaster management systems. 
Security facilities involve police services, surveillance systems, and border control 
measures. These structures protect tourists and build confidence in destinations. 

Fill in the blank: Security facilities involve police services, surveillance systems, and ______ 
control measures. 

Short description: Diagram showing health, safety, and security facilities supporting 
tourism.  

Caption: Figure 4.5 Health, safety, and security facilities in tourism 

Search string: “health safety security facilities tourism OER diagram” 

4.5.3 ICT and digital platforms in tourism services 
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Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has transformed tourism services. The 
term digital platform refers to online systems such as booking websites, mobile apps, and 
social media that connect tourists with destinations and services. ICT enables online 
reservations, virtual tours, and real-time communication, making tourism more efficient 
and accessible. Digital platforms also support marketing and customer engagement for 
tourism businesses. 

Fill in the blank: A digital platform refers to online systems such as booking websites, 
mobile apps, and ______ media. 

Caption: Box 4.5 ICT and digital platforms in tourism services 

• Online booking and reservations  

• Virtual tours and real-time communication  

• Marketing and customer engagement 

Search string: “ICT digital platforms tourism services OER summary” 

Pilot questions  

1. Define information centre and tour operator. 
2. State one function of a health facility in tourism. 
3. What is meant by safety facility? 
4. Define security facility. 
5. Explain one role of ICT in tourism services. 

4.6 Impacts and Sustainability of Modern Tourism 

Facilities 

4.6.1 Economic and social impacts of tourism facilities 

Modern tourism facilities generate significant benefits for destinations. The term 
economic impact refers to the financial contributions of tourism, such as job creation, 
income generation, and investment in local businesses. Social impact refers to the 
influence of tourism on community life, including cultural exchange, social cohesion, and 
improved quality of life. Facilities such as hotels, airports, and recreational centres 
stimulate local economies while also shaping social interactions between tourists and 
host communities. 

Fill in the blank: Economic impact refers to the financial contributions of tourism, such as 
job creation and ______ generation. 
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Short description: Diagram showing economic and social impacts of tourism facilities. 
Caption: Figure 4.6 Economic and social impacts of tourism facilities 

Search string: “economic social impacts tourism facilities OER diagram” 

4.6.2 Environmental challenges and sustainability concerns 

Tourism facilities also present environmental challenges. The term sustainability concern 
refers to issues that threaten the long-term balance between tourism development and 
environmental protection. Facilities may contribute to pollution, resource depletion, and 
habitat destruction if not managed responsibly. For example, large resorts can strain water 
supplies, while airports contribute to carbon emissions. Addressing these challenges 
requires careful planning and eco-friendly practices. 

Fill in the blank: Sustainability concern refers to issues that threaten the long-term balance 
between tourism development and ______ protection. 

Short description: Image showing environmental challenges such as pollution, 
deforestation, and carbon emissions linked to tourism facilities.  

Caption: Plate 4.6 Environmental challenges of tourism facilities 

Search string: “environmental challenges tourism facilities OER image” 

4.6.3 Strategies for sustainable facility development and management 

Strategies for sustainability ensure that tourism facilities meet present needs without 
compromising future generations. The term sustainable facility management refers to 
practices that minimise environmental impact while maximising social and economic 
benefits. Strategies include adopting green building designs, using renewable energy, 
promoting waste reduction, and involving local communities in decision-making. These 
approaches help destinations remain attractive and resilient in the face of global 
challenges. 

Fill in the blank: Sustainable facility management refers to practices that minimise 
environmental impact while maximising ______ and economic benefits. 

Caption: Box 4.6 Strategies for sustainable facility development and management 

• Green building designs and renewable energy use  

• Waste reduction and recycling initiatives  

• Community involvement in tourism planning  

• Policies for long-term environmental protection 
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Search string: “sustainable facility management tourism OER summary” 
Pilot questions  

1. Define economic impact and social impact in tourism. 
2. State one environmental challenge linked to tourism facilities. 
3. What is meant by sustainability concern? 
4. Define sustainable facility management. 
5. Explain one strategy for sustainable tourism facility development. 

 

Series Summary 

 Modern tourism relies heavily on facilities and structures that make destinations 
accessible, comfortable, and competitive. This Series explored the wide range of facilities 
that support tourism, beginning with their definitions, categories, and importance. We 
examined accommodation facilities such as hotels, resorts, lodges, guesthouses, hostels, 
serviced apartments, and emerging trends like eco-lodges, smart hotels, and Airbnb. 
Transport and connectivity structures were discussed next, including airports, seaports, 
railway stations, road networks, and innovations such as high-speed rail, cruise ships, and 
ride-sharing services. 

 We then considered recreational and entertainment facilities, highlighting theme parks, 
leisure centres, sports and adventure facilities, shopping malls, and convention centres. 
Support services and infrastructure were also addressed, covering information centres, 
tour operators, health, safety, and security facilities, as well as ICT and digital platforms 
that have transformed tourism services. Finally, we analysed the impacts and 
sustainability of modern tourism facilities, focusing on their economic, social, and 
environmental effects, alongside strategies for sustainable development and 
management. 

 By completing this Series, you should now be able to define modern tourism facilities and 
structures, describe their categories and functions, explain their role in tourism 
development, and assess their impacts and sustainability. These insights will help you 
appreciate how facilities and structures underpin the tourism industry, ensuring 
destinations remain attractive, safe, and sustainable for both present and future 
generations. 

Glossary of term 

 • Tourism facility:  

Any built or organised service that enables tourists to access, enjoy, and benefit from a 
destination. 

• Tourism structure:  

The broader systems and frameworks, such as transport networks or accommodation 
complexes, that sustain tourism development. 
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• Hotel: 

 A commercial establishment offering lodging, meals, and other guest services. 

• Resort:  

A destination facility that combines accommodation with recreational amenities such as 
swimming pools, golf courses, or spas. 

• Lodge:  

A smaller accommodation facility, often located in natural settings, providing a more 
intimate and nature-oriented experience. 

• Guesthouse:  

A small, family-run establishment offering lodging and meals, often with a homely 
atmosphere. 

• Hostel:  

A budget-friendly facility where guests share rooms or dormitories, popular among young 
travellers and backpackers. 

• Serviced apartment:  

A furnished flat available for short-term or long-term stays, offering self-catering facilities 
and housekeeping services. 

• Eco-lodge:  

A nature-based accommodation designed to minimise environmental impact and promote 
sustainability. 

• Smart hotel:  

An accommodation facility that integrates digital technologies such as automated check-
in and smart room controls. 

• Airbnb:  

A peer-to-peer accommodation platform where individuals rent out private homes or 
rooms to travellers. 

• Airport:  

A complex facility designed for the arrival and departure of aircraft, providing services such 
as check-in, security, and customs. 

• Seaport:  

A harbour where ships dock to load and unload passengers or cargo, often serving cruise 
tourism. 
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• Railway station:  

A terminal where trains stop for passengers to board or alight. 

• Tourism mobility:  

The ease with which tourists can move between destinations and attractions. 

• High-speed rail:  

Advanced train systems that travel at very high speeds, reducing travel time between 
cities. 

• Cruise ship:  

A large passenger vessel offering leisure travel experiences with onboard entertainment 
and accommodation. 

• Ride-sharing service:  

A flexible, on-demand transport option where individuals share vehicles, such as Uber or 
Bolt. 

• Theme park: A large outdoor facility organised around a central theme, offering rides, 
shows, and attractions. 

• Leisure centre: A facility providing recreational activities such as swimming, fitness, and 
indoor games. 

• Sports facility: Venues such as stadiums, golf courses, and arenas where sporting 
events take place. 

• Adventure facility:  

Facilities such as climbing walls, ski resorts, and diving centres offering physical challenge 
and excitement. 

• Shopping mall:  

A large complex offering retail outlets, restaurants, and entertainment spaces. 

• Convention centre:  

A specialised facility designed to host conferences, exhibitions, and large meetings. 

• Information centre:  

A facility where visitors can obtain maps, brochures, and guidance about local attractions 
and services. 

• Tour operator:  

A business that organises travel packages, combining transport, accommodation, and 
activities into a single product. 
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• Health facility:  

Hospitals, clinics, and emergency services available to tourists. 

• Safety facility:  

Services such as fire departments, rescue teams, and disaster management systems. 

• Security facility: 

 Police services, surveillance systems, and border control measures that protect tourists. 

• Digital platform:  

Online systems such as booking websites, mobile apps, and social media that connect 
tourists with destinations and services. 

• Tourism development:  

The process of expanding and improving tourism activities, infrastructure, and services to 
meet visitor needs and support local economies. 

• Economic impact:  

The financial contributions of tourism, such as job creation, income generation, and 
investment. 

• Social impact:  

The influence of tourism on community life, including cultural exchange, social cohesion, 
and improved quality of life. 

• Sustainability concern:  

Issues that threaten the long-term balance between tourism development and 
environmental protection. 

• Sustainable facility management:  

Practices that minimise environmental impact while maximising social and economic 
benefits. 

 

Concept Check Questions  

 Objective Questions 

1. Identify the four main categories of modern tourism facilities. (Linked to SLO 4.1) 

2. Which of the following is an example of peer-to-peer accommodation? 

a) Resort 

b) Lodge 
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c) Airbnb 

d) Hostel (Linked to SLO 4.2) 

3. Tourism mobility refers to: 

a) The ease of moving between destinations and attractions 

b) The design of leisure centres 

c) The financial impact of tourism 

d) The role of convention centres (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

4. Which facility is designed to host conferences and exhibitions? (Linked to SLO 4.4) 

5. ICT in tourism services primarily supports: 

a) Waste reduction 

b) Online booking and communication 

c) Road network development 

d) Adventure tourism (Linked to SLO 4.5) 

Short-Answer Questions 

 1. Define tourism facility and tourism structure. (Linked to SLO 4.1) 

2. State one feature of a serviced apartment. (Linked to SLO 4.2) 

3. Explain one way road networks support rural tourism. (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

4. Give one example of an adventure facility. (Linked to SLO 4.4) 

5. What is meant by sustainability concern in tourism facilities? (Linked to SLO 4.6) 

 Long-Answer Questions 

 1. Discuss the importance of modern accommodation facilities in tourism development. 
(Linked to SLO 4.2) 

2. Analyse the role of transport and connectivity structures in facilitating tourism 
movement. (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

3. Evaluate the impacts of recreational and entertainment facilities on destination 
competitiveness. (Linked to SLO 4.4) 

4. Assess the contribution of support services and infrastructure to tourist satisfaction. 
(Linked to SLO 4.5) 

5. Examine the economic, social, and environmental impacts of modern tourism facilities, 
and propose strategies for sustainable management. (Linked to SLO 4.6) 
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 Answers to Concept Check Questions  

 Objective Questions 

1. Accommodation, transport, recreation, support services. 

2. c) Airbnb 

3. a) The ease of moving between destinations and attractions 

4. Convention centre 

5. b) Online booking and communication 

 Short-Answer Questions 

 1. A tourism facility is any built or organised service that enables tourists to access and 
enjoy a destination. A tourism structure refers to broader systems such as transport 
networks or accommodation complexes that sustain tourism development. 

2. A serviced apartment is a furnished flat available for short or long stays, offering self-
catering and housekeeping services. 

3. Road networks connect rural areas to urban centres, enabling tourists to access remote 
destinations comfortably. 

4. Examples include ski resorts, climbing walls, or diving centres. 

5. Sustainability concern refers to issues that threaten the long-term balance between 
tourism development and environmental protection. 

 Long-Answer Questions 

11. Importance of modern accommodation facilities in tourism development 

 • Basic response: Accommodation facilities such as hotels, resorts, and lodges provide 
lodging, comfort, and services essential for tourism growth. They ensure tourists have safe 
and convenient places to stay. 

• Value-added response: Beyond lodging, modern accommodation facilities contribute to 
destination branding, attract diverse market segments, and integrate sustainability 
practices such as eco-lodges and smart hotels. They also stimulate local economies 
through employment and investment. 

 12. Role of transport and connectivity structures in facilitating tourism movement 

 • Basic response: Airports, seaports, railway stations, and road networks enable tourists 
to reach destinations and move between attractions. 

• Value-added response: Innovations such as high-speed rail, cruise ships, and ride-
sharing services enhance accessibility, reduce travel time, and diversify travel 
experiences. They also support regional integration and global tourism flows. 
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 13. Impacts of recreational and entertainment facilities on destination competitiveness 

 • Basic response: Facilities like theme parks, sports centres, and shopping malls attract 
tourists by offering leisure and entertainment. 

• Value-added response: These facilities enhance destination competitiveness by 
diversifying tourism products, supporting urban regeneration, and creating niche markets 
such as adventure tourism and business tourism. 

 14. Contribution of support services and infrastructure to tourist satisfaction 

 • Basic response: Information centres, tour operators, health, safety, and ICT services 
provide guidance, protection, and convenience for tourists. 

• Value-added response: Support services improve destination image, foster repeat visits, 
and integrate digital innovations such as virtual tours and real-time communication, which 
enhance customer engagement and satisfaction. 

 15. Economic, social, and environmental impacts of modern tourism facilities, and 
strategies for sustainable management 

 • Basic response: Facilities generate jobs, income, and social benefits but may cause 
pollution and resource depletion. Sustainable management strategies include green 
building designs, renewable energy, and waste reduction. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may highlight global frameworks such as 
the UN Sustainable Development Goals, community-based tourism initiatives, and 
corporate social responsibility practices. They may also propose innovative solutions like 
carbon-neutral airports or smart cities designed for tourism sustainability. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions  

Part 4.1 Understanding Modern Tourism Facilities 

 • A tourism facility is any built or organised service that enables tourists to access, enjoy, 
and benefit from a destination. A tourism structure refers to the broader systems and 
frameworks, such as transport networks or accommodation complexes, that sustain 
tourism development. 

• The four main categories are accommodation, transport, recreation, and support 
services. 

• An example of a recreational facility is a theme park. 

• Tourism development is the process of expanding and improving tourism activities, 
infrastructure, and services to meet visitor needs and support local economies. 

• Modern facilities enhance accessibility, comfort, and safety, and contribute to the 
competitiveness of destinations. 
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 Part 4.2  

 • A hotel is a commercial establishment offering lodging, meals, and guest services. A 
resort combines accommodation with recreational amenities such as pools or spas. A 
lodge is a smaller facility often located in natural settings, offering a more intimate 
experience. 

• A guesthouse is a small, family-run establishment offering lodging and meals. 

• A hostel is a budget-friendly facility where guests share rooms or dormitories. 

• A serviced apartment is a furnished flat available for short or long stays, offering self-
catering and housekeeping services. 

• Emerging trends include eco-lodges promoting sustainability, smart hotels using digital 
technologies, and peer-to-peer platforms such as Airbnb. 

Part 4.3 Transport and Connectivity Structures 

 • An airport is a facility for aircraft arrivals and departures. A seaport is a harbour where 
ships dock to load and unload passengers or cargo. A railway station is a terminal where 
trains stop for passengers to board or alight. 

• Tourism mobility refers to the ease with which tourists can move between destinations 
and attractions. 

• Road networks support rural tourism by connecting remote areas to urban centres, 
enabling access to attractions. 

• High-speed rail refers to advanced train systems that travel at very high speeds, reducing 
travel time between cities. 

• Innovations include high-speed rail, cruise ships offering leisure experiences, and ride-
sharing services providing flexible transport options. 

Part 4.4  

 • A theme park is a large outdoor facility organised around a central theme, offering rides 
and attractions. A leisure centre provides recreational activities such as swimming, 
fitness, and indoor games. 

• An example of an adventure facility is a ski resort. 

• A sports facility is a venue such as a stadium, golf course, or arena where sporting events 
take place. 

• A shopping mall is a large complex offering retail outlets, restaurants, and entertainment 
spaces. 

• Convention centres host conferences, exhibitions, and large meetings, supporting 
business tourism. 
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  Part 4.5  

 • An information centre is a facility where visitors obtain maps, brochures, and guidance. 
A tour operator is a business that organises travel packages combining transport, 
accommodation, and activities. 

• Health facilities such as hospitals and clinics provide medical care and emergency 
services to tourists. 

• Safety facilities include fire services, rescue teams, and disaster management systems. 

• Security facilities involve police services, surveillance systems, and border control 
measures. 

• ICT supports tourism services through online booking, virtual tours, and real-time 
communication. 

 Part 4.6 

 • Economic impact refers to financial contributions such as job creation, income 
generation, and investment. Social impact refers to cultural exchange, social cohesion, 
and improved quality of life. 

• One environmental challenge is pollution caused by tourism facilities. 

• A sustainability concern is any issue that threatens the long-term balance between 
tourism development and environmental protection. 

• Sustainable facility management refers to practices that minimise environmental impact 
while maximising social and economic benefits. 

• Strategies include green building designs, renewable energy use, waste reduction, and 
community involvement in tourism planning. 
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 Illustration  
• Figure 4.1 Scope of modern tourism facilities and structures 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing the scope of tourism 
facilities and structures: accommodation, transport, recreation, support services.” 
Suggested OER search string: “scope of tourism facilities structures tourism OER diagram” 

 • Plate 4.1 Categories of modern tourism facilities  

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate an image showing examples of 
accommodation (hotel), transport (airport), recreation (theme park), and support services 
(tourist information centre).” Suggested OER search string: “categories of tourism facilities 
OER image” 

 • Box 4.1 Importance of modern tourism facilities in development 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Create a text box summarising the importance of 
modern tourism facilities in tourism development.” Suggested OER search string: 
“importance of modern tourism facilities tourism OER summary” 

• Plate 4.2 Hotels, resorts, and lodges 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate an image showing a hotel, a resort with a 
pool, and a lodge in a natural setting.” Suggested OER search string: “hotels resorts lodges 
tourism OER image” 

 • Figure 4.2 Comparison of guesthouses, hostels, and serviced apartments 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a diagram comparing guesthouses, hostels, 
and serviced apartments in terms of size, cost, and services.” Suggested OER search 
string: “guesthouses hostels serviced apartments tourism OER diagram” 

 • Box 4.2 Emerging trends in accommodation 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Create a text box summarising emerging trends in 
accommodation: eco-lodges, smart hotels, Airbnb.” Suggested OER search string: 
“emerging trends accommodation eco-lodge smart hotel Airbnb OER summary” 

 • Plate 4.3 Airports, seaports, and railway stations  

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate an image showing an airport terminal, a 
cruise ship at a seaport, and a railway station.” Suggested OER search string: “airports 
seaports railway stations tourism OER image” 

 • Figure 4.3 Road networks and tourism mobility 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing road networks 
connecting urban centres, rural areas, and tourist attractions.” Suggested OER search 
string: “road networks tourism mobility OER diagram” 
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 • Box 4.3 Innovations in transport for tourism 
AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Create a text box summarising innovations in 
transport for tourism: high-speed rail, cruise ships, ride-sharing.” Suggested OER search 
string: “innovations transport tourism high-speed rail cruise ships ride-sharing OER 
summary” 

• Plate 4.4 Theme parks and leisure centres 

 AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate an image showing a theme park with roller 
coasters and a leisure centre with a swimming pool.” Suggested OER search string: 
“theme parks leisure centres tourism OER image” 

 • Figure 4.4 Sports and adventure facilities in tourism 
AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing types of sports and 
adventure facilities and their tourism appeal.” Suggested OER search string: “sports 
adventure facilities tourism OER diagram” 

 • Box 4.4 Recreational and entertainment facilities in tourism 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Create a text box summarising recreational and 
entertainment facilities in tourism.” Suggested OER search string: “recreational 
entertainment facilities tourism OER summary” 

• Plate 4.5 Information centres and tour operators 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate an image showing a tourist information 
centre with brochures and a tour operator assisting travellers.” Suggested OER search 
string: “tourist information centres tour operators tourism OER image” 

 • Figure 4.5 Health, safety, and security facilities in tourism 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing health, safety, and 
security facilities supporting tourism.” Suggested OER search string: “health safety 
security facilities tourism OER diagram” 

 • Box 4.5 ICT and digital platforms in tourism services 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Create a text box summarising ICT and digital 
platforms in tourism services.”Suggested OER search string: “ICT digital platforms tourism 
services OER summary” 

 • Figure 4.6 Economic and social impacts of tourism facilities  

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing economic impacts (jobs, 
income, investment) and social impacts (exchange, cohesion, quality of life).” Suggested 
OER search string: “economic social impacts tourism facilities OER diagram” 

 • Plate 4.6 Environmental challenges of tourism facilities 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate an image showing environmental challenges 
such as pollution, deforestation, and carbon emissions linked to tourism 
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facilities.”Suggested OER search string: “environmental challenges tourism facilities OER 
image” 

 • Box 4.6 Strategies for sustainable facility development and management 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Create a text box summarising strategies for 
sustainable facility development and management.” Suggested OER search string: 
“sustainable facility management tourism OER summary”  

Attribution Notes 

 • All AI-generated placeholders were created using descriptive prompts suitable for 
educational illustration. 

• Suggested search strings point to Open Educational Resources (OERs) for sourcing 
alternative or supplementary visuals. 

• Textual references are drawn from peer-reviewed and open-access sources, ensuring 
academic reliability. 

 

  

Course Code: HMT 105 

Course Title: Tourism Movement and Historical Development 

Course Units: 3 units 

 1. Foundations of Human Movements in Tourism 

2. Historical Developments and Tourist Movement Patterns 

3. Cultural Attractions and Their Role in Tourism 

4. Modern Tourism Facilities and Structures 

5. Ecological and Natural Tourist Attractions 

Suggested Outline for Series 5: Ecological and Natural 
Tourist Attractions 

 Part 1: Understanding Ecological and Natural Tourist Attractions 

• Definition and scope of ecological and natural attractions 

• Categories of natural attractions (forests, mountains, rivers, deserts, etc.) 

• Importance of ecological and natural attractions in tourism development 
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 Part 2: Terrestrial Attractions 

 • Forests and wildlife reserves 

• Mountains and highlands 

• Deserts and savannah landscapes 

 Part 3: Aquatic Attractions 

 • Rivers and lakes 

• Waterfalls 

• Coastal and marine ecosystems (beaches, coral reefs, mangroves  

 Part 4: Protected Areas and Conservation Sites 

• National parks and game reserves 

• World Heritage Sites and biosphere reserves 

• Community-based conservation initiatives 

 Part 5: Impacts and Sustainability of Ecological Tourism 

• Economic and social impacts of ecological and natural attractions 

• Environmental challenges (pollution, habitat loss, climate change) 

• Strategies for sustainable management of natural attractions 

Introduction 

 Nature has always been at the heart of tourism. From towering mountains and vast 
deserts to tranquil rivers and lush forests, ecological and natural attractions provide the 
settings that inspire travel and exploration. These attractions are not only sources of 
beauty and recreation but also vital assets that sustain biodiversity, cultural heritage, 
and local livelihoods. Understanding them is essential for appreciating how tourism 
interacts with the environment and how destinations can be managed responsibly. 

 The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the diverse range of ecological and natural 
tourist attractions and to equip you with the knowledge needed to recognise their 
significance, assess their impacts, and explore strategies for sustainable management. 

 We shall commence this Series by examining the definition, scope, and importance of 
ecological and natural attractions. Next, we will explore terrestrial attractions such as 
forests, wildlife reserves, mountains, and deserts. Following that, we will move on to 
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aquatic attractions including rivers, lakes, waterfalls, and coastal ecosystems. 
Afterwards, we will consider protected areas and conservation sites, including national 
parks, World Heritage Sites, and community-based initiatives. Finally, we will conclude 
by analysing the impacts of ecological tourism and discussing strategies for ensuring 
sustainability in the management of natural attractions. 
 
 

Series Learning Outcomes 

 Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

 SLO 5.1 define ecological and natural tourist attractions and explain their importance in 
tourism development, 

SLO 5.2 describe key terrestrial attractions such as forests, wildlife reserves, 
mountains, and deserts, 

SLO 5.3 identify and explain aquatic attractions including rivers, lakes, waterfalls, and 
coastal ecosystems, 

SLO 5.4 analyse the role of protected areas and conservation sites such as national 
parks, World Heritage Sites, and community-based initiatives, and 

SLO 5.5 evaluate the economic, social, and environmental impacts of ecological tourism 
and propose strategies for sustainable management of natural attractions. 

 

5.1 Understanding Ecological and Natural Tourist 

Attractions 

5.1.1Definition and scope of ecological and natural attractions 

An ecological attraction refers to a natural site or feature that draws visitors because 
of its biodiversity, ecosystems, or environmental significance. A natural attraction is 
any physical feature of the earth such as mountains, rivers, or forests that appeals to 
tourists due to its beauty, uniqueness, or recreational potential. Together, these 
attractions form the foundation of nature-based tourism, offering opportunities for 
leisure, education, and conservation awareness. 

Fill in the blank: An ecological attraction refers to a natural site or feature that draws 
visitors because of its ______ significance. 
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Short description: Diagram showing categories of ecological and natural attractions 
(forests, mountains, rivers, deserts, coasts).  
Caption: Figure 5.1 Categories of ecological and natural tourist attractions 

Search string: “categories ecological natural tourist attractions OER diagram” 

5.1.2 Categories of natural attractions 

Natural attractions can be grouped into several categories. Forests are large areas 
covered with trees and vegetation, often serving as habitats for diverse wildlife. 
Mountains are elevated landforms that provide scenic views and opportunities for 
adventure tourism such as hiking and climbing. Rivers and lakes are freshwater bodies 
that support recreational activities like boating and fishing. Deserts are arid landscapes 
valued for their unique ecosystems and cultural heritage. Coastal areas include 
beaches, coral reefs, and mangroves, which attract tourists for relaxation and marine 
exploration. 

Fill in the blank: Coastal areas include beaches, coral reefs, and ______, which attract 
tourists for relaxation and marine exploration. 
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Short description: Image showing examples of forests, mountains, rivers, deserts, and 
coastal areas.  

Caption: Plate 5.1 Examples of natural tourist attractions 

Search string: “examples natural tourist attractions forests mountains rivers deserts 
coasts OER image” 

5.1.3 Importance of ecological and natural attractions in tourism development 

Ecological and natural attractions play a vital role in tourism development. They provide 
destinations with unique selling points that differentiate them from others. These 
attractions also support biodiversity conservation, which refers to the protection of 
species and ecosystems. Additionally, they contribute to economic development by 
generating income through entrance fees, guided tours, and local hospitality services. 
On a social level, they promote cultural identity, as many communities are closely 
linked to their natural environment. 

Fill in the blank: Ecological and natural attractions contribute to economic development 
by generating income through entrance fees, guided tours, and local ______ services. 
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Caption: Box 5.1 Importance of ecological and natural attractions 

• Support biodiversity conservation 

 • Generate income and employment  

• Promote cultural identity and heritage 

 • Provide recreational and educational opportunities 

Search string: “importance ecological natural tourist attractions tourism OER summary” 

5.2 Terrestrial Attractions 

5.2.1 Forests and wildlife reserves 

Forests are large areas dominated by trees and vegetation, serving as habitats for 
diverse species. They are important tourist attractions because they offer opportunities 
for eco-tourism, hiking, birdwatching, and educational tours. Wildlife reserves are 
protected areas established to conserve animal species and their habitats, often 
allowing controlled tourism activities such as safaris. These attractions highlight the link 
between tourism and conservation, as they generate income while promoting 
biodiversity protection. 

Fill in the blank: Wildlife reserves are protected areas established to conserve animal 
species and their ______. 

 

Short description: Image showing a dense forest and a safari vehicle in a wildlife 
reserve.  
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Caption: Plate 5.2 Forests and wildlife reserves  

Search string: “forests wildlife reserves tourism OER image” 

5.2.2 Mountains and highlands 

Mountains are elevated landforms that attract tourists for their scenic beauty and 
adventure opportunities. Activities such as hiking, climbing, skiing, and sightseeing 
make mountains popular destinations. Highlands are elevated regions that may not be 
as steep as mountains but still provide panoramic views and cultural experiences. 
These attractions often serve as symbols of national identity and are linked to myths, 
traditions, and local heritage. 

Fill in the blank: Mountains attract tourists for their scenic beauty and adventure 
opportunities such as hiking and ______. 

 

Short description: Diagram showing tourism activities associated with mountains and 
highlands (hiking, climbing, skiing, sightseeing).  

Caption: Figure 5.2 Tourism activities in mountains and highlands 

 Search string: “mountains highlands tourism activities OER diagram” 

5.2.3 Deserts and savannah landscapes 

Deserts are arid regions characterised by sand dunes, unique flora and fauna, and 
cultural heritage such as nomadic lifestyles. They attract tourists for camel rides, desert 
safaris, and stargazing. Savannah landscapes are grasslands with scattered trees, 
often associated with African wildlife tourism. They provide opportunities for game 
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drives, photography, and cultural encounters with local communities. These attractions 
highlight the diversity of terrestrial ecosystems and their role in tourism. 

Fill in the blank: Savannah landscapes are grasslands with scattered trees, often 
associated with African ______ tourism. 

 

Caption: Box 5.2 Features of deserts and savannah landscapes 

• Deserts: arid regions, sand dunes, camel rides, stargazing  

• Savannahs: grasslands, wildlife tourism, game drives, cultural encounters 

Search string: “deserts savannah landscapes tourism OER summary” 

5.3 Aquatic Attractions 

5.3.1 Rivers and lakes 

Rivers are flowing bodies of freshwater that often serve as lifelines for communities, 
providing water, transport, and recreational opportunities. They attract tourists for 
activities such as boating, fishing, and river cruises. Lakes are inland bodies of water 
that offer scenic beauty and leisure activities like swimming, kayaking, and camping. 
Both rivers and lakes are vital ecological systems that support biodiversity and cultural 
traditions. 

Fill in the blank: Rivers attract tourists for activities such as boating, fishing, and river 
______. 
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Short description: Image showing a river cruise boat and a lake with kayakers.  

Caption: Plate 5.3 Rivers and lakes as tourist attractions 

Search string: “rivers lakes tourism attractions OER image” 

5.3.2 Waterfalls 

Waterfalls are natural features where water flows over a vertical drop, creating 
spectacular scenery. They are popular tourist attractions due to their visual appeal, 
sound, and surrounding landscapes. Many waterfalls are associated with myths, 
legends, and cultural practices, making them both natural and cultural attractions. 
Tourists often visit waterfalls for sightseeing, photography, and hiking. 

Fill in the blank: Waterfalls are popular tourist attractions due to their visual appeal, 
sound, and surrounding ______. 
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Short description: Diagram showing tourism activities around waterfalls (sightseeing, 
photography, hiking).  

Caption: Figure 5.3 Tourism activities around waterfalls 

Search string: “waterfalls tourism activities OER diagram” 

5.3.3 Coastal and marine ecosystems 

Coastal ecosystems include beaches, mangroves, and estuaries, which attract tourists 
for relaxation, swimming, and cultural experiences. Marine ecosystems such as coral 
reefs and lagoons are valued for their biodiversity and opportunities for diving, 
snorkelling, and marine research. These ecosystems are fragile and require careful 
management to balance tourism with conservation. 

Fill in the blank: Marine ecosystems such as coral reefs and lagoons are valued for their 
biodiversity and opportunities for ______. 
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Caption: Box 5.3 Coastal and marine ecosystems in tourism 

• Beaches: relaxation, swimming, cultural experiences  

• Mangroves: biodiversity, eco-tours, conservation education  

• Coral reefs: diving, snorkelling, marine research 

Search string: “coastal marine ecosystems tourism OER summary” 

5.4 Protected Areas and Conservation Sites 

5.4.1 National parks and game reserves 

National parks are large protected areas established by governments to conserve 
biodiversity and natural landscapes while allowing controlled tourism. They often include 
forests, mountains, rivers, and wildlife habitats. Game reserves are similar but may 
permit regulated hunting or grazing alongside conservation and tourism. These areas 
are crucial for eco-tourism, offering safaris, guided tours, and educational experiences 
that connect visitors with nature. 

Fill in the blank: National parks are large protected areas established by governments to 
conserve biodiversity and natural ______. 
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Short description: Image showing tourists on safari in a national park with wildlife in the 
background. 

Caption: Plate 5.4 National parks and game reserves 

Search string: “national parks game reserves tourism OER image” 

5.4.2 World Heritage Sites and biosphere reserves 

World Heritage Sites are locations recognised by UNESCO for their outstanding 
cultural or natural value. They attract international tourists and highlight the global 
importance of conservation. Biosphere reserves are areas designated to balance 
biodiversity conservation with sustainable use of natural resources. They serve as 
models for integrating human activity with environmental protection. 

Fill in the blank: World Heritage Sites are locations recognised by UNESCO for their 
outstanding cultural or ______ value. 
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Short description: Diagram showing categories of protected areas: national parks, game 
reserves, World Heritage Sites, biosphere reserves.  
Caption: Figure 5.4 Categories of protected areas in tourism  

Search string: “protected areas tourism World Heritage biosphere reserves OER 
diagram” 

5.4.3 Community-based conservation initiatives 

Community-based conservation refers to efforts led by local communities to protect 
natural resources while benefiting from tourism. These initiatives often involve eco-
lodges, cultural tours, and conservation projects that generate income for residents. By 
involving communities directly, tourism becomes a tool for empowerment and 
sustainable development. 

Fill in the blank: Community-based conservation initiatives often involve eco-lodges, 
cultural tours, and ______ projects that generate income for residents. 
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Caption: Box 5.4 Features of community-based conservation initiatives 

• Local participation in conservation and tourism  

• Eco-lodges and cultural tours • Income generation for communities  

• Sustainable use of natural resources 

Search string: “community-based conservation tourism initiatives OER summary” 

5.5 Impacts and Sustainability of Ecological Tourism 

5.5.1 Economic and social impacts of ecological tourism 

Ecological and natural attractions generate significant economic impacts, which refer 
to the financial contributions of tourism such as job creation, income generation, and 
investment in local businesses. They also create social impacts, which are the 
influences of tourism on community life, including cultural exchange, social cohesion, 
and improved quality of life. For many destinations, ecological tourism provides both 
livelihood opportunities and platforms for cultural interaction between tourists and host 
communities. 

Fill in the blank: Economic impacts of ecological tourism include job creation, income 
generation, and local business ______. 
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Short description: Diagram showing economic impacts (jobs, income, investment) and 
social impacts (exchange, cohesion, quality of life).  

Caption: Figure 5.5 Economic and social impacts of ecological tourism 

Search string: “economic social impacts ecological tourism OER diagram” 

5.5.2 Environmental challenges of ecological tourism 

While ecological tourism offers benefits, it also presents environmental challenges. 
These include pollution, resource depletion, habitat destruction, and climate change 
impacts. For example, over-visitation of fragile ecosystems such as coral reefs can lead 
to biodiversity loss, while poorly managed waste disposal can pollute rivers and forests. 
Addressing these challenges requires careful planning, regulation, and eco-friendly 
practices. 

Fill in the blank: Over-visitation of fragile ecosystems such as coral reefs can lead to 
biodiversity ______. 
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Short description: Image showing environmental challenges such as pollution, 
deforestation, and climate change linked to ecological tourism. 

Caption: Plate 5.5 Environmental challenges of ecological tourism 

Search string: “environmental challenges ecological tourism OER image” 

5.5.3 Strategies for sustainable management of natural attractions 

Sustainable management refers to practices that minimise environmental impact while 
maximising social and economic benefits. Strategies include adopting green 
infrastructure, using renewable energy, promoting waste reduction, and involving local 
communities in decision-making. These approaches ensure that ecological tourism 
meets present needs without compromising the ability of future generations to enjoy 
natural attractions. 

Fill in the blank: Sustainable management refers to practices that minimise 
environmental impact while maximising social and ______ benefits. 
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Caption: Box 5.5 Strategies for sustainable management of natural attractions 

• Green infrastructure and renewable energy use  

• Waste reduction and recycling initiatives  

• Community involvement in tourism planning  

• Policies for long-term environmental protection 

Search string: “sustainable management ecological tourism OER summary” 

Series Summary 

 Ecological and natural attractions form the backbone of nature-based tourism, offering 
destinations that inspire travel, leisure, and conservation awareness. This Series 
explored their definitions, scope, and categories, emphasising their importance in 
tourism development. We examined terrestrial attractions such as forests, wildlife 
reserves, mountains, highlands, deserts, and savannah landscapes, highlighting their 
ecological value and recreational opportunities. 

 We then moved on to aquatic attractions, including rivers, lakes, waterfalls, and coastal 
and marine ecosystems, which provide both scenic beauty and biodiversity-rich 
environments for tourism activities. Following that, we considered protected areas and 
conservation sites, focusing on national parks, game reserves, World Heritage Sites, 
biosphere reserves, and community-based conservation initiatives that balance tourism 
with environmental protection and local empowerment. 

 Finally, we analysed the impacts and sustainability of ecological tourism, discussing its 
economic and social contributions, environmental challenges, and strategies for 
sustainable management. By completing this Series, you should now be able to define 
ecological and natural tourist attractions, describe their categories, analyse their role in 
conservation and tourism development, and evaluate their impacts and sustainability. 
These insights will help you appreciate how ecological and natural attractions underpin 
tourism while ensuring that destinations remain resilient and sustainable for future 
generations.  
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Glossary of Terms  

 • Ecological attraction:  

A natural site or feature that draws visitors because of its biodiversity, ecosystems, or 
environmental significance. 

• Natural attraction:  

Any physical feature of the earth such as mountains, rivers, or forests that appeals to 
tourists due to its beauty, uniqueness, or recreational potential. 

 

• Biodiversity conservation:  

The protection and management of species, habitats, and ecosystems to maintain 
ecological balance. 

• Forest:  

A large area covered with trees and vegetation, often serving as habitats for diverse 
wildlife. 

• Wildlife reserve:  

A protected area established to conserve animal species and their habitats, often 
allowing controlled tourism activities. 

• Mountain:  

An elevated landform that provides scenic views and opportunities for adventure 
tourism such as hiking and climbing. 

• Highland:  

An elevated region that may not be as steep as mountains but still offers panoramic 
views and cultural experiences. 

• Desert:  

An arid landscape characterised by sand dunes, unique flora and fauna, and cultural 
heritage such as nomadic lifestyles. 
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• Savannah:  

A grassland ecosystem with scattered trees, often associated with African wildlife 
tourism. 

• River:  

A flowing body of freshwater that supports biodiversity and recreational activities such 
as boating and fishing. 

• Lake:  

An inland body of water that offers scenic beauty and leisure activities like swimming, 
kayaking, and camping. 

• Waterfall:  

A natural feature where water flows over a vertical drop, creating spectacular scenery 
and tourist appeal. 

• Coastal ecosystem:  

Natural environments along shorelines, including beaches, mangroves, and estuaries, 
which attract tourists for relaxation and cultural experiences. 

• Marine ecosystem:  

Ocean-based environments such as coral reefs and lagoons, valued for biodiversity and 
activities like diving and snorkelling. 

 

• National park:  

A large protected area established by governments to conserve biodiversity and 
landscapes while allowing controlled tourism. 

• Game reserve: 

 A protected area similar to a national park but may permit regulated hunting or grazing 
alongside conservation and tourism. 

• World Heritage Site:  

A location recognised by UNESCO for its outstanding cultural or natural value. 
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• Biosphere reserve:  

An area designated to balance biodiversity conservation with sustainable use of natural 
resources. 

• Community-based conservation:  

Local initiatives that protect natural resources while generating income through tourism 
activities such as eco-lodges and cultural tours. 

• Economic impact:  

The financial contributions of tourism, including job creation, income generation, and 
investment. 

 

• Social impact:  

The influence of tourism on community life, including cultural exchange, social 
cohesion, and improved quality of life. 

• Environmental challenge:  

Issues such as pollution, habitat destruction, or climate change that threaten ecological 
sustainability. 

• Sustainable management:  

Practices that minimise environmental impact while maximising social and economic 
benefits in tourism. 

Concept Check Questions  

Objective Questions 

 1. Which of the following is an example of a terrestrial attraction? 

a) Coral reef 

b) Mountain 

c) Lagoon 

d) Mangrove (Linked to SLO 5.2) 

2. World Heritage Sites are recognised by which organisation for their outstanding 
cultural or natural value? (Linked to SLO 5.4) 
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3. Which of the following is NOT an environmental challenge of ecological tourism? 

a) Habitat destruction 

b) Climate change 

c) Biodiversity conservation 

d) Pollution (Linked to SLO 5.5) 

4. Rivers and lakes are classified under which category of attractions? (Linked to SLO 
5.3) 

5. Community-based conservation initiatives primarily aim to: 

a) Promote mass tourism 

b) Empower local communities 

c) Increase hunting activities 

d) Reduce cultural identity (Linked to SLO 5.4) 

Short-Answer Questions 

 1. Define ecological attraction. (Linked to SLO 5.1) 

2. State one recreational activity associated with mountains. (Linked to SLO 5.2) 

3. Explain one reason why waterfalls are popular tourist attractions. (Linked to SLO 5.3) 

4. Give one example of a coastal ecosystem. (Linked to SLO 5.3) 

5. What is meant by sustainable management in ecological tourism? (Linked to SLO 
5.5) 

Long-Answer Questions 

 1. Describe the categories of natural attractions and explain their significance in tourism 
development. (Linked to SLO 5.1 & 5.2) 

2. Analyse the role of aquatic attractions in supporting biodiversity and tourism activities. 
(Linked to SLO 5.3) 

3. Evaluate the importance of protected areas such as national parks and World 
Heritage Sites in ecological tourism. (Linked to SLO 5.4) 

4. Assess the economic and social impacts of ecological tourism on local communities. 
(Linked to SLO 5.5) 
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5. Discuss the environmental challenges of ecological tourism and propose strategies 
for sustainable management. (Linked to SLO 5.5) 

 Answers to Concept Check Questions  

 Objective Questions 

 1. b) Mountain 

2. UNESCO 

3. c) Biodiversity conservation 

4. Aquatic attractions 

5. b) Empower local communities 

 Short-Answer Questions 

 1. An ecological attraction is a natural site or feature that draws visitors because of its 
biodiversity, ecosystems, or environmental significance. 

2. Hiking is a recreational activity associated with mountains. 

3. Waterfalls are popular because of their visual appeal, sound, and surrounding 
landscapes. 

4. An example of a coastal ecosystem is a mangrove forest. 

5. Sustainable management refers to practices that minimise environmental impact 
while maximising social and economic benefits. 

Long-Answer Questions 

 11 • Basic response: Natural attractions include forests, mountains, rivers, deserts, and 
coastal areas. They provide scenic beauty and recreational opportunities. 

• Value-added response: These attractions also support biodiversity conservation, 
cultural identity, and economic development. They differentiate destinations and 
enhance tourism competitiveness. 

 12 • Basic response: Aquatic attractions such as rivers, lakes, waterfalls, and coral 
reefs support tourism activities like boating, swimming, and diving. 

• Value-added response: They are biodiversity hotspots, offering habitats for species 
and opportunities for eco-tourism, research, and conservation education. 

 13 • Basic response: National parks and World Heritage Sites conserve biodiversity 
and landscapes while attracting tourists. 
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• Value-added response: They enhance international recognition, promote sustainable 
tourism, and serve as models for balancing conservation with human activity. 

 14 • Basic response: Ecological tourism generates jobs, income, and cultural 
exchange. 

• Value-added response: It fosters social cohesion, supports local businesses, and 
empowers communities through community-based conservation initiatives. 

 15 • Basic response: Challenges include pollution, habitat destruction, and climate 
change. Strategies involve waste reduction, renewable energy, and eco-friendly 
practices. 

• Value-added response: Advanced strategies include green infrastructure, carbon-
neutral tourism, and global frameworks such as the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals. 

Answers to Pilot Questions  

Part 5.1  

 • An ecological attraction is a natural site or feature that draws visitors because of its 
biodiversity, ecosystems, or environmental significance. 

• Categories of natural attractions include forests, mountains, rivers, deserts, and 
coastal areas. 

• Ecological and natural attractions are important because they support biodiversity 
conservation, generate income, promote cultural identity, and provide recreational and 
educational opportunities. 

 Part 5.2  

 • Forests are large areas covered with trees and vegetation, while wildlife reserves are 
protected areas established to conserve animal species and their habitats. 

• Mountains are elevated landforms that attract tourists for scenic beauty and adventure 
activities such as hiking and climbing. Highlands are elevated regions offering 
panoramic views and cultural experiences. 

• Deserts are arid regions characterised by sand dunes and unique ecosystems, while 
savannah landscapes are grasslands with scattered trees, often associated with African 
wildlife tourism. 

 Part 5.3  
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 • Rivers are flowing bodies of freshwater that support biodiversity and recreational 
activities such as boating and fishing. Lakes are inland bodies of water offering scenic 
beauty and leisure activities like swimming and kayaking. 

• Waterfalls are natural features where water flows over a vertical drop, creating 
spectacular scenery and attracting tourists for sightseeing, photography, and hiking. 

• Coastal ecosystems include beaches, mangroves, and estuaries, while marine 
ecosystems such as coral reefs and lagoons are valued for biodiversity and activities 
like diving and snorkelling. 

 Part 5.4  

 • National parks are large protected areas established by governments to conserve 
biodiversity and landscapes while allowing controlled tourism. Game reserves are 
similar but may permit regulated hunting or grazing. 

• World Heritage Sites are locations recognised by UNESCO for their outstanding 
cultural or natural value. Biosphere reserves balance biodiversity conservation with 
sustainable use of natural resources. 

• Community-based conservation initiatives involve local communities in protecting 
natural resources while benefiting from tourism through eco-lodges, cultural tours, and 
conservation projects. 

Part 5.5 

 • Economic impacts include job creation, income generation, and investment in local 
businesses. Social impacts include cultural exchange, social cohesion, and improved 
quality of life. 

• Environmental challenges include pollution, resource depletion, habitat destruction, 
and climate change impacts. 

• Strategies for sustainable management include adopting green infrastructure, using 
renewable energy, promoting waste reduction, and involving local communities in 
decision-making. 
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Illustration  

  • Figure 5.1 Categories of ecological and natural tourist attractions  

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing categories of 
ecological and natural tourist attractions: forests, mountains, rivers, deserts, coasts.” 
Suggested OER search string: “categories ecological natural tourist attractions OER 
diagram” 

 • Plate 5.1 Examples of natural tourist attractions 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate an image showing a forest, a mountain, a 
river, a desert, and a coastal beach.” Suggested OER search string: “examples natural 
tourist attractions forests mountains rivers deserts coasts OER image” 

• Box 5.1 Importance of ecological and natural attractions 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Create a text box summarising the importance of 
ecological and natural attractions in tourism development.” Suggested OER search 
string: “importance ecological natural tourist attractions tourism OER summary” 

• Plate 5.2 Forests and wildlife reserves  

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate an image showing a dense forest and a 
safari vehicle in a wildlife reserve.” Suggested OER search string: “forests wildlife 
reserves tourism OER image” 

 • Figure 5.2 Tourism activities in mountains and highlands 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing tourism activities in 
mountains and highlands: hiking, climbing, skiing, sightseeing.”Suggested OER search 
string: “mountains highlands tourism activities OER diagram” 

 • Box 5.2 Features of deserts and savannah landscapes  

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Create a text box summarising features of deserts 
and savannah landscapes in tourism.” Suggested OER search string: “deserts 
savannah landscapes tourism OER summary”  

https://doi.org/10.20867/thm.24.1.12
https://whc.unesco.org/
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• Plate 5.3 Rivers and lakes as tourist attractions 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate an image showing a river cruise boat and 
a lake with kayakers enjoying leisure activities.” Suggested OER search string: “rivers 
lakes tourism attractions OER image” 

 

• Figure 5.3 Tourism activities around waterfalls 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing tourism activities 
around waterfalls: sightseeing, photography, hiking.” Suggested OER search string: 
“waterfalls tourism activities OER diagram” 

 • Box 5.3 Coastal and marine ecosystems in tourism 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Create a text box summarising coastal and marine 
ecosystems in tourism.” Suggested OER search string: “coastal marine ecosystems 
tourism OER summary” 

 • Plate 5.4 National parks and game reserves 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate an image showing tourists on safari in a 
national park with wildlife in the background.” Suggested OER search string: “national 
parks game reserves tourism OER image” 

 • Figure 5.4 Categories of protected areas in tourism 
AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing categories of 
protected areas: national parks, game reserves, World Heritage Sites, biosphere 
reserves.” Suggested OER search string: “protected areas tourism World Heritage 
biosphere reserves OER diagram” 

 • Box 5.4 Features of community-based conservation initiatives 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Create a text box summarising features of 
community-based conservation initiatives in tourism.” Suggested OER search string: 
“community-based conservation tourism initiatives OER summary” 

 • Figure 5.5 Economic and social impacts of ecological tourism 
AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing economic impacts 
(jobs, income, investment) and social impacts (exchange, cohesion, quality of life).” 
Suggested OER search string: “economic social impacts ecological tourism OER 
diagram” 

 • Plate 5.5 Environmental challenges of ecological tourism 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate an image showing environmental 
challenges such as pollution, deforestation, and climate change linked to ecological 
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tourism.” Suggested OER search string: “environmental challenges ecological tourism 
OER image” 

 • Box 5.5 Strategies for sustainable management of natural attractions 

AI-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Create a text box summarising strategies for 
sustainable management of natural attractions.” Suggested OER search string: 
“sustainable management ecological tourism OER summary” 

Attribution Notes 

 • All AI-generated placeholders were created using descriptive prompts suitable for 
educational illustration. 

• Suggested search strings point to Open Educational Resources (OERs) for sourcing 
alternative or supplementary visuals. 

• Textual references are drawn from peer-reviewed and open-access sources, ensuring 
academic reliability. 
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