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Introduction 

Paul’s letters hold a central place in the development of Christian thought, as they provide 
direct insight into the doctrines that shaped the early Church. Written to various 
communities, these letters addressed both theological questions and practical challenges 
faced by believers. For learners, studying these writings is essential because they reveal 
how Christian doctrines were first articulated and applied in real-life contexts. By engaging 
with this Series, you will be able to see how Paul’s teachings continue to influence 
Christian faith and practice today.   

The aim of this Series is to acquaint you with the doctrinal themes found in Paul’s letters 
and to enable you to analyse their relevance both in their original context and in 
contemporary Christian living.   

We shall commence this Series by examining the nature of Pauline letters, considering 
their definition, characteristics, and intended audience. Next, we will explore the doctrinal 
themes that emerge from these writings, focusing on salvation, justification, faith, grace, 
and Christian ethics. Following that, we will study Paul’s letters to specific churches, such 
as Romans, Corinthians, and Galatians, to see how doctrine was applied to particular 
situations. Finally, we will conclude by reflecting on the practical applications of Pauline 
doctrines, considering how they continue to shape Christian living today.   

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

By the end of Series 1: Paul’s Letters on Christian Doctrines, you should be able to:   

- SLO 1.1: Define the nature and characteristics of Pauline letters, identifying their purpose 
and intended audience.   

- SLO 1.2: Explain the central doctrinal themes found in Paul’s writings, including salvation, 
justification, faith, grace, and Christian ethics.   

- SLO 1.3: Analyse selected letters to specific churches, such as Romans, Corinthians, and 
Galatians, highlighting their doctrinal emphasis and practical concerns.   

- SLO 1.4: Evaluate the practical applications of Pauline doctrines for Christian living, both 
in the early Church and in contemporary contexts.   

- SLO 1.5: Apply insights from Pauline teachings to personal and communal aspects of 
faith, demonstrating their continuing relevance.   

 

1.1 Nature Of Pauline Letters 

Paul’s letters, also known as epistles, are written communications addressed to early 
Christian communities and individuals. An epistle is a formal letter that conveys 
instruction, encouragement, or correction. These writings are not casual notes but 
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carefully structured documents intended to guide believers in matters of faith and 
practice. They form a significant portion of the New Testament and provide direct insight 
into the theological foundations of Christianity.   

Paul’s letters were often occasioned by specific circumstances, such as disputes within a 
church, questions about doctrine, or encouragement during persecution. They were read 
aloud in congregations and circulated among different communities. This means that 
while each letter had an immediate audience, its message was intended to reach a wider 
circle of believers.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s letters were written to address __________ within Christian 
communities and to provide guidance on faith and practice.   

 

1.1.1 Definition and characteristics of Pauline letters 

Pauline letters are distinguished by their structure, which typically includes a greeting, 
thanksgiving, doctrinal teaching, ethical instruction, and a closing benediction. The 
greeting introduces Paul as the author and identifies the recipients. The thanksgiving often 
acknowledges the faith and perseverance of the community. The doctrinal teaching 
section presents theological truths, while the ethical instruction applies these truths to 
daily living. Finally, the benediction offers blessings and encouragement.   

These letters are also characterised by their pastoral tone. Paul writes with authority, yet 
he shows deep concern for the spiritual growth of his readers. His use of metaphors, 
rhetorical questions, and personal appeals makes the letters engaging and persuasive.   

 

Fill in the blank: A typical Pauline letter begins with a ___________ and ends with a 
benediction.   

 

1.1.2 Purpose and audience of the letters 

The primary purpose of Paul’s letters was to strengthen the faith of believers and to clarify 
Christian doctrine. For example, in Romans, Paul explains the doctrine of righteousness by 
faith, while in Corinthians, he addresses issues of unity and spiritual gifts. The audience of 
these letters included both Jewish and Gentile converts, reflecting the diverse composition 
of the early Church.   

Paul’s letters also served as a means of maintaining connection with communities he had 
founded or visited. Since travel was slow and communication limited, letters allowed him 
to continue exercising leadership and pastoral care from a distance.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s letters were written to both __________ and Gentile converts, 
reflecting the diversity of the early Church.   
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Figure 1.1 Structure of a Pauline letter   

 

Pilot questions 1.1 

1. Which term describes Paul’s letters in the New Testament?   

2. What are the five typical sections of a Pauline letter?   

3. Why were Paul’s letters circulated among different communities?   

4. What was the main purpose of Paul’s letters?   

5. Who were the primary audiences of Paul’s letters?   

 

1.2 Doctrinal Themes In Pauline Letters 

Paul’s letters are rich in theological content, and they provide the earliest written 
explanations of Christian doctrine. A doctrine is a set of authoritative teachings that guide 
belief and practice. In his epistles, Paul develops doctrines that explain the meaning of 
salvation, the role of faith, and the ethical responsibilities of believers. These themes are 
not abstract theories but practical truths intended to shape the lives of Christian 
communities.   

 

1.2.1 Salvation and justification 
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One of Paul’s central teachings is the doctrine of salvation, which refers to deliverance 
from sin and reconciliation with God. Closely linked to this is justification, meaning being 
declared righteous before God. Paul emphasises that justification is not earned by human 
effort but is granted through faith in Jesus Christ. This teaching was particularly important 
for communities struggling with the relationship between Jewish law and Christian faith.   

 

Fill in the blank: According to Paul, justification is granted through __________ in Jesus 
Christ, not by human effort.   

 

1.2.2 Faith, grace, and works 

Paul repeatedly highlights the relationship between faith, grace, and works. Faith is trust in 
God’s promises, grace is God’s unmerited favour towards humanity, and works are human 
actions or deeds. Paul insists that salvation is by grace through faith, not by works, yet he 
also teaches that genuine faith produces good works. This balance prevents both legalism, 
which overemphasises works, and complacency, which neglects ethical responsibility.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul teaches that salvation is by __________ through faith, and not by 
works.   

 

1.2.3 Christian ethics and conduct 

Paul’s letters also provide guidance on ethics, which are moral principles governing 
behaviour. He urges believers to live in a way that reflects their new identity in Christ. This 
includes showing love, practising humility, and avoiding immorality. For example, in 
Galatians, Paul contrasts the “works of the flesh” with the “fruit of the Spirit”, encouraging 
believers to cultivate virtues such as patience, kindness, and self-control.   

 

Fill in the blank: In Galatians, Paul contrasts the works of the flesh with the _________ of the 
Spirit.  

 

The core of Pauline theology rests on the relationship between divine initiative and human 

response. Paul’s letters reframe the traditional understanding of the Law, emphasizing that a 

right relationship with God is a gift received rather than a status earned. 

The following summary explores these doctrinal themes as they appear throughout the Pauline 

epistles: 

Salvation (Soteriology) 
For Paul, salvation is a multi-dimensional reality involving deliverance from the power of sin, 

death, and the "present evil age." It is a past event (we were saved), a present process (we are 

being saved), and a future hope (we shall be saved). It is fundamentally inclusive, breaking down 

the barriers between Jew and Gentile. 
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Justification (Dikaiosyne) 
Justification is the legal and relational act where God declares a person righteous. Paul argues 

that this is not achieved through "works of the Law" (ritual or moral performance) but is a 

judicial pardon granted through Christ’s sacrifice. It signifies that the believer is no longer under 

condemnation. 

Faith (Pistis) 
Faith is the vehicle of justification. In the Pauline sense, pistis is more than intellectual 

agreement; it is a total trust, allegiance, and "fiduciary" commitment to the person of Jesus 

Christ. It is the human "yes" to God's "yes" in the Gospel. 

Grace (Charis) 
Grace is the foundation of the entire Pauline system. It represents the unmerited, extravagant 

favor of God. Paul teaches that because humans are "dead in trespasses," they are incapable of 

self-rescue; therefore, God must act first. Grace is both the source of salvation and the power that 

sustains the believer. 

Works (Erga) 
Paul differentiates between "works of the Law" (attempts to gain standing with God through 

legalistic observance) and "good works." While he vehemently rejects the former as a means of 

salvation, he insists that the latter are the natural, necessary fruit of a life transformed by the 

Spirit. 

Ethics (Paraenesis) 
Pauline ethics are "indicative-imperative" in nature: because of who you are in Christ (the 

indicative), here is how you must live (the imperative). Ethics are driven by the "law of love" and 

the "fruit of the Spirit," focusing on the unity of the church body and the reflection of Christ’s 

character in daily conduct. 

Box 1.1 Key doctrinal themes in Pauline letters   

 

Pilot questions 1.2 

1. What does justification mean in Paul’s letters?   

2. How does Paul describe the relationship between faith, grace, and works?   

3. Why does Paul emphasise salvation as a gift rather than an achievement?   

4. What ethical principles does Paul encourage believers to practise?   

5. In Galatians, what contrast does Paul use to explain Christian conduct?   

 

1.3 Letters To Specific Churches 
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Paul’s letters to particular churches provide us with practical examples of how doctrine 
was applied to real-life situations. Each community had its own challenges, and Paul 
tailored his teachings to meet their needs. By studying these letters, we gain insight into 
the diversity of early Christian experiences and the consistency of Paul’s doctrinal 
emphasis.   

 

1.3.1 Romans: doctrine of righteousness 

The letter to the Romans is often regarded as Paul’s most systematic presentation of 
Christian doctrine. The central theme is righteousness, which means being in right 
relationship with God. Paul explains that righteousness is not achieved through the law but 
is received through faith in Jesus Christ. This teaching was crucial for both Jewish and 
Gentile believers, as it clarified that salvation is available to all.   

 

Fill in the blank: In Romans, Paul teaches that righteousness is received through _________ 
in Jesus Christ.   

 

1.3.2 Corinthians: unity and spiritual gifts 

In his letters to the Corinthians, Paul addresses divisions within the church and misuse of 
spiritual gifts. The key theme is unity, which refers to the harmonious relationship among 
believers. Paul emphasises that all members of the church are part of the body of Christ, 
and each has a role to play. He also discusses spiritual gifts, which are special abilities 
given by the Holy Spirit for the benefit of the community. These gifts must be exercised in 
love, otherwise they lose their value.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul describes the church as the _________ of Christ, with each member 
playing a role.   

 

 

1.3.3 Galatians: freedom in Christ 

The letter to the Galatians focuses on the theme of freedom in Christ, which means 
liberation from the bondage of the law and sin. Paul warns against returning to legalism 
and insists that believers are justified by faith, not by observing the law. He contrasts the 
works of the flesh with the fruit of the Spirit, encouraging believers to live by the Spirit’s 
guidance. This teaching highlights the transformative power of faith and the new life it 
brings.   

 

Fill in the blank: In Galatians, Paul insists that believers are justified by __________, not by 
observing the law.   
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Pilot questions 1.3 

1. What is the central theme of Paul’s letter to the Romans?   

2. How does Paul describe the church in Corinthians?   

3. What are spiritual gifts, and how should they be exercised?   

4. What is the main emphasis of Paul’s letter to the Galatians?   

5. In Galatians, what contrast does Paul use to explain Christian living?   

 

1.4 Practical Applications Of Pauline Doctrines 

Paul’s letters were not written merely to present abstract theological ideas, but to shape 
the daily lives of believers. The doctrines he taught were intended to be lived out in 
community, guiding Christians in their relationships, decisions, and moral conduct. By 
examining the practical applications of these doctrines, we can see how Paul’s teachings 
remain relevant for both the early Church and modern believers.   

 

1.4.1 Implications for Christian living 

Paul’s emphasis on faith, grace, and righteousness translates into a call for believers to 
live with humility and gratitude. The doctrine of salvation encourages Christians to rely on 
God’s grace rather than their own efforts, fostering a spirit of dependence on God. Ethical 
instructions, such as those found in Corinthians and Galatians, remind believers to 
practise love, unity, and holiness in their daily lives.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s doctrine of salvation encourages believers to rely on _________ 
rather than their own efforts.   

 

1.4.2 Relevance for modern believers 

The practical relevance of Pauline doctrines extends beyond the first-century church. For 
example, the teaching on unity challenges modern congregations to overcome divisions of 
race, class, and culture. The emphasis on spiritual gifts encourages believers today to use 
their talents for the benefit of the community. The call to live by the Spirit remains a 
timeless reminder that Christian conduct should reflect inner transformation rather than 
external conformity.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s teaching on unity challenges modern congregations to overcome 
divisions of _________, class, and culture.   
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Doctrine Theological Core Contemporary Practical Application 

Salvation 
Deliverance from sin and 

death by God's power. 

Identity Shift: Moving away from performance-based 

worth (career, status) to an inherent value based on 

being "in Christ." It fosters mental resilience and 

gratitude. 

Unity 

The "Body of Christ" 

metaphor where diverse 

members form one whole. 

Social Integration: Actively dismantling racial, 

economic, or social barriers within communities. It 

requires prioritizing the collective health of a group 

over individual preference. 

Spiritual 

Gifts 

Empowerment by the Spirit 

for the "common good." 

Stewardship of Talent: Identifying personal strengths 

(teaching, helping, leading) and using them as a service 

to others rather than for personal branding or profit. 

Freedom in 

Christ 

Liberation from legalism to 

serve through love. 

Ethical Discernment: Choosing to limit personal 

"rights" or habits if they negatively impact a neighbor. 

It replaces rigid rule-following with a "Law of Love." 

 

Table 1.1 Practical applications of Pauline doctrines   

 

Pilot questions 1.4 

1. How does Paul’s doctrine of salvation influence Christian living?   

2. What ethical principles does Paul emphasise for believers?   

3. Why is unity an important theme for both early and modern churches?   

4. How should spiritual gifts be applied in contemporary Christian communities?   

5. What does living by the Spirit mean in practical terms?   

 

Series Summary 

This Series has introduced you to Paul’s letters on Christian doctrines, highlighting their 
importance as foundational writings for the early Church and for Christian faith today. We 
began by examining the nature of Pauline letters, considering their definition, structure, 
and intended audience. We then explored the doctrinal themes of salvation, justification, 
faith, grace, and ethics, before moving on to study selected letters to specific churches 
such as Romans, Corinthians, and Galatians. Finally, we reflected on the practical 
applications of these doctrines, showing how they shaped Christian living in the past and 
continue to guide believers in the present.   
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By engaging with this Series, you should now be able to define the nature of Pauline letters, 
explain their doctrinal themes, analyse their application in specific church contexts, 
evaluate their practical implications, and apply these insights to contemporary Christian 
living. In this way, the Series has fulfilled its learning outcomes, equipping you with both 
knowledge and skills to appreciate and use Paul’s teachings in a meaningful way.   

 

Glossary Of Terms 

- Epistle: A formal letter written to convey instruction, encouragement, or correction. 
Paul’s epistles form a significant portion of the New Testament and were addressed to 
early Christian communities.   

 

- Doctrine: Authoritative teachings that guide belief and practice. In Paul’s letters, 
doctrines such as salvation, justification, and grace are explained to shape Christian faith 
and conduct.   

 

- Salvation: Deliverance from sin and reconciliation with God, offered through faith in Jesus 
Christ. It is central to Paul’s teaching and emphasises reliance on God’s grace.   

 

- Justification: Being declared righteous before God. Paul teaches that justification is 
granted through faith in Christ, not by human effort or adherence to the law.   

 

- Faith: Trust in God’s promises and reliance on Christ for salvation. Paul presents faith as 
the means by which believers receive grace and righteousness.   

 

- Grace: God’s unmerited favour towards humanity. It is the foundation of salvation, 
highlighting that it is a gift rather than an achievement.   

 

- Works: Human actions or deeds. Paul distinguishes between works of the law, which 
cannot bring salvation, and good works that flow naturally from genuine faith.   

 

- Ethics: Moral principles governing behaviour. Paul’s ethical instructions encourage 
believers to practise love, unity, humility, and holiness in their daily lives.   

 

- Unity: Harmonious relationship among believers, emphasised by Paul in his letters to the 
Corinthians. He describes the church as the body of Christ, where each member has a 
role.   
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- Spiritual gifts: Special abilities given by the Holy Spirit for the benefit of the community. 
Paul insists that these gifts must be exercised in love.   

 

- Freedom in Christ: Liberation from the bondage of the law and sin, as emphasised in 
Galatians. It highlights the transformative power of faith and life in the Spirit.   

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 1] 

Objective questions 

1. Which term describes Paul’s letters in the New Testament? (Linked to SLO 1.1)   

2. A typical Pauline letter begins with a  and ends with a benediction. (Linked to SLO 1.1)   

3. According to Paul, justification is granted through  in Jesus Christ. (Linked to SLO 1.2)   

4. In Galatians, Paul contrasts the works of the flesh with the  of the Spirit. (Linked to SLO 
1.2)   

5. Paul describes the church as the  of Christ, with each member playing a role. (Linked to 
SLO 1.3)   

 

Short-answer questions 

6. Define the term “epistle” and explain its significance in the New Testament. (Linked to 
SLO 1.1)   

7. What is the relationship between faith, grace, and works in Paul’s teaching? (Linked to 
SLO 1.2)   

8. Identify the central theme of Paul’s letter to the Romans and explain why it was 
important. (Linked to SLO 1.3)   

9. How does Paul’s doctrine of salvation influence Christian living? (Linked to SLO 1.4)   

10. Why is unity an important theme for both early and modern churches? (Linked to SLO 
1.4)   

 

Long-answer questions 

11. Analyse the doctrinal themes of salvation and justification in Paul’s letters, showing 
how they apply to both Jewish and Gentile believers. (Linked to SLO 1.2)   

12. Evaluate the practical relevance of Pauline doctrines for modern believers, with 
examples from unity, spiritual gifts, and freedom in Christ. (Linked to SLO 1.4, SLO 1.5)   
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Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1] 

Objective questions 

1. Epistle.   

2. Greeting.   

3. Faith.   

4. Fruit.   

5. Body.   

 

Short-answer questions 

6. An epistle is a formal letter written to convey instruction, encouragement, or correction. 
Paul’s epistles are significant because they form a large part of the New Testament and 
provide doctrinal guidance.   

7. Faith is trust in God’s promises, grace is God’s unmerited favour, and works are human 
actions. Paul teaches that salvation is by grace through faith, but genuine faith produces 
good works.   

8. The central theme of Romans is righteousness by faith. It was important because it 
clarified that salvation is available to both Jews and Gentiles.   

9. Paul’s doctrine of salvation encourages believers to rely on God’s grace rather than their 
own efforts, fostering humility and gratitude.   

10. Unity is important because it reflects the church as the body of Christ, where each 
member contributes. It remains relevant today in overcoming divisions of race, class, and 
culture.   

 

Long-answer questions 

11. Basic response: Paul teaches that salvation is deliverance from sin and justification is 
being declared righteous before God. Both are received through faith in Christ, not by 
observing the law. This applies equally to Jews and Gentiles, showing that salvation is 
universal.   

   Value-added response: Beyond the basics, Paul’s teaching dismantles barriers between 
Jewish law and Gentile culture, creating a unified identity in Christ. This universality of 
salvation laid the foundation for the global spread of Christianity and continues to 
challenge exclusivist attitudes in modern faith communities.   
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12. Basic response: Pauline doctrines remain relevant today. Unity encourages 
congregations to overcome divisions, spiritual gifts remind believers to use their talents for 
the community, and freedom in Christ calls for living by the Spirit rather than legalism.   

   Value-added response: Outstanding learners may note that these doctrines also address 
contemporary issues such as social justice, cultural diversity, and personal identity. For 
example, unity challenges systemic inequalities, spiritual gifts encourage inclusive 
participation, and freedom in Christ inspires ethical living beyond rigid traditions.   

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1] 

Pilot questions 1.1 

1. Paul’s letters are called epistles.   

2. They begin with a greeting and end with a benediction.   

3. They were circulated to ensure wider teaching and encouragement beyond the 
immediate audience.   

4. Their main purpose was to strengthen faith and clarify doctrine.   

5. They were written to both Jewish and Gentile converts.   

 

Pilot questions 1.2 

1. Justification means being declared righteous before God.   

2. Faith is trust in God’s promises, grace is God’s unmerited favour, and works are human 
actions. Salvation is by grace through faith, but genuine faith produces good works.   

3. Paul emphasises salvation as a gift to prevent reliance on human achievement.   

4. He encourages believers to practise love, humility, unity, and holiness.   

5. He contrasts the works of the flesh with the fruit of the Spirit.   

 

Pilot questions 1.3 

1. The central theme of Romans is righteousness by faith.   

2. Paul describes the church as the body of Christ.   

3. Spiritual gifts are abilities given by the Holy Spirit to benefit the community, and they 
must be exercised in love.   

4. The main emphasis of Galatians is freedom in Christ.   

5. Paul contrasts the works of the flesh with the fruit of the Spirit.   
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Pilot questions 1.4 

1. Salvation influences Christian living by encouraging reliance on God’s grace rather than 
human effort.   

2. Paul emphasises ethical principles such as love, unity, humility, and holiness.   

3. Unity is important because it reflects the church as the body of Christ and helps 
overcome divisions.   

4. Spiritual gifts should be applied by serving others and building up the community.   

5. Living by the Spirit means allowing inner transformation to guide conduct rather than 
external rules.   

 

References and Attributions [Series 1] 

- Course document: CRS 106: Pauline Epistles (Learning Outcomes and Course Contents). 
This served as the foundational source for structuring Series 1.   

 

- Illustrations:   

  - Figure 1.1 Structure of a Pauline letter: Suggested AI prompt, “Create a labelled diagram 
showing the structure of a Pauline letter: greeting, thanksgiving, doctrinal teaching, ethical 
instruction, benediction.” Search string: “Pauline epistle structure diagram open 
educational resource.”   

  - Box 1.1 Key doctrinal themes in Pauline letters: Suggested AI prompt, “Create a simple 
table summarising Pauline doctrinal themes: salvation, justification, faith, grace, works, 
ethics.” Search string: “Pauline epistles doctrinal themes summary open educational 
resource.”   

  - Table 1.1 Practical applications of Pauline doctrines: Suggested AI prompt, “Create a 
table showing practical applications of Pauline doctrines: salvation, unity, spiritual gifts, 
freedom in Christ.” Search string: “Pauline epistles practical applications table open 
educational resource.”   

 

- Open Educational Resources (OERs):   

  - Bible Project (OER videos and diagrams on Pauline letters).   

  - Open Bible resources for doctrinal themes and summaries.   

  - Wikimedia Commons (for potential free-use images of Paul and early Christian 
manuscripts).   
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- Referencing style: APA format has been applied for clarity and consistency.   

 

  Example references:   

  - Bible Project. (n.d.). Paul’s letters overview. Retrieved from https://bibleproject.com   

  - Open Bible. (n.d.). Pauline epistles themes. Retrieved from https://openbible.info   

  - Wikimedia Commons. (n.d.). Paul writing epistle illustration. Retrieved from 
https://commons.wikimedia.org   
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Introduction 

In the last Series, we explored Paul’s letters and doctrines, focusing on their theological 
themes and practical applications. We now turn to the question of chronology, considering 
when these letters were written in relation to other New Testament writings. The pre-dating 
of Pauline epistles is significant because it helps us understand the historical development 
of Christian thought and the order in which key doctrines were first articulated.   

The aim of this Series is to examine the historical pre-dating of Pauline epistles, to analyse 
the evidence that places them before the Gospels, and to evaluate the implications of this 
chronology for Christian theology and biblical interpretation.   

We shall commence this Series by considering the historical context of Pauline writings, 
looking at the background of early Christian communities and the timeline of Paul’s 
ministry. Next, we will explore the evidence for pre-dating, drawing on both internal 
features of the letters and external historical references. Following that, we will compare 
the epistles with the Gospels, noting differences in style, purpose, and doctrinal emphasis. 
Finally, we will conclude by reflecting on the implications of pre-dating, considering its 
impact on theology and its relevance for biblical interpretation today.   

 

Introduction 

In the last Series, we explored Paul’s letters and doctrines, focusing on their theological 
themes and practical applications. We now turn to the question of chronology, considering 
when these letters were written in relation to other New Testament writings. The pre-dating 
of Pauline epistles is significant because it helps us understand the historical development 
of Christian thought and the order in which key doctrines were first articulated.   

The aim of this Series is to examine the historical pre-dating of Pauline epistles, to analyse 
the evidence that places them before the Gospels, and to evaluate the implications of this 
chronology for Christian theology and biblical interpretation.   

We shall commence this Series by considering the historical context of Pauline writings, 
looking at the background of early Christian communities and the timeline of Paul’s 
ministry. Next, we will explore the evidence for pre-dating, drawing on both internal 
features of the letters and external historical references. Following that, we will compare 
the epistles with the Gospels, noting differences in style, purpose, and doctrinal emphasis. 
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Finally, we will conclude by reflecting on the implications of pre-dating, considering its 
impact on theology and its relevance for biblical interpretation today.   

 

2.1 Historical Context Of Pauline Writings 

Paul’s epistles were written within the dynamic setting of the first-century Mediterranean 
world. The early Christian communities were diverse, composed of both Jews and 
Gentiles, and often faced challenges such as persecution, doctrinal disputes, and cultural 
differences. Understanding this historical context helps us appreciate why Paul wrote his 
letters and how they addressed the immediate needs of the churches.   

 

Fill in the blank: The early Christian communities were composed of both ___________ and 
Gentiles, reflecting cultural diversity.   

 

2.1.1 Background of early Christian communities 

The early Christian communities emerged in cities such as Corinth, Galatia, and Rome, 
which were centres of trade, culture, and religion. These communities were often small 
groups meeting in homes, known as house churches, where believers gathered for 
worship, teaching, and fellowship. A house church refers to a Christian assembly that met 
in private homes rather than public buildings.   

These communities faced external pressures from Roman authorities and internal 
challenges such as disputes over Jewish law, moral conduct, and leadership. Paul’s letters 
were written to strengthen their faith, clarify doctrine, and encourage unity.   

 

Fill in the blank: Early Christian communities often gathered in _________ churches, 
meeting in private homes.   

 

2.1.2 Timeline of Paul’s ministry 

Paul’s ministry spanned approximately two decades, beginning after his conversion 
around AD 33–36 and continuing until his death in the mid-60s. His missionary journeys 
took him across Asia Minor, Greece, and eventually to Rome. A missionary journey refers 
to Paul’s travels to spread the gospel and establish churches in different regions.   

The letters were written during these journeys and periods of imprisonment. For example, 
Galatians and Thessalonians were among the earliest letters, while Romans and 
Corinthians were written later. The timeline shows that Paul’s writings pre-date the 
Gospels, making them the earliest written documents of the New Testament.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s earliest letters, such as Galatians and Thessalonians, were written 
before the ____________.   
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Short description: Timeline diagram of Paul’s ministry and letters (conversion, missionary 
journeys, imprisonment, major letters).   

Caption: Figure 2.1 Timeline of Paul’s ministry and letters   

 

Pilot questions 2.1 

1. What were early Christian communities commonly called when they met in private 
homes?   

2. What challenges did these communities face that prompted Paul to write letters?   

3. What is meant by the term “missionary journey” in relation to Paul?   

4. Which letters are considered among Paul’s earliest writings?   

5. Why is the timeline of Paul’s ministry important for understanding the pre-dating of his 
epistles?   

 

2.2 Evidence For Pre-Dating Pauline Epistles 

The question of chronology is central to biblical studies, and scholars widely agree that 
Paul’s letters were written before the Gospels. The evidence for this conclusion comes 
from both internal features within the letters themselves and external historical 
references. By examining these sources, we can better understand why Pauline epistles 
are considered the earliest written documents of the New Testament.   

 

Fill in the blank: Scholars widely agree that Paul’s letters were written before the .   

 

2.2.1 Internal evidence from the letters 

 

Internal evidence refers to clues found within the letters themselves. For example, Paul’s 
writings often address immediate issues faced by early Christian communities, such as 
disputes over Jewish law, moral conduct, and persecution. These concerns reflect the 
formative stage of Christianity, before the Gospel narratives were written down.   

 

Another internal clue is Paul’s lack of direct reference to written Gospel accounts. Instead, 
he appeals to oral traditions about Jesus’ death and resurrection, which suggests that the 
Gospels had not yet been composed.   
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Fill in the blank: Paul appeals to _________ traditions about Jesus rather than written 
Gospel accounts.   

 

Category of 

Evidence 
Description & Internal Textual Clues 

Methodological Significance for 

Chronology 

Community 

Disputes & 

Structural 

Development 

The letters focus heavily on immediate, 

local controversies regarding the terms of 

Gentile inclusion, the strict adherence to 

the Torah/circumcision (e.g., Galatians 

2), and localized charismatic practices 

(e.g., 1 Corinthians 12–14). Church 

leadership structures are fluid, shifting, 

and deeply relational rather than 

institutionalized (White, 2022). 

These disputes reveal a highly fluid, 

nascent movement actively 

negotiating its identity separate from 

mainstream Judaism. This contrasts 

sharply with the post-70 CE realities 

reflected in later texts, where 

institutional leadership structures and 

the legal separation between Church 

and Synagogue were far more defined. 

Oral Traditions 

& Pre-Pauline 

Formulae 

Paul frequently quotes or references 

established oral creeds, early Christian 

hymns, and traditional liturgical 

catchphrases that he "received" and 

passed along (e.g., the Christological 

hymn in Philippians 2:5–11 or the 

resurrection creed in 1 Corinthians 15:3–

7). 

The inclusion of these primitive 

fragments demonstrates that the letters 

rely directly on the first layer of 

Christian oral tradition. Because Paul 

frames these as widely accepted, 

shared traditions, it proves that a 

cohesive theological core existed prior 

to his writing in the 40s and 50s CE, 

long before these traditions were 

codified into narrative Gospels. 

Absence of 

Written Gospel 

References 

Throughout his letters, Paul never 

references a written Gospel account, nor 

does he quote from a narrative biography 

of Jesus. When citing Jesus' authority, he 

appeals to direct divine revelation 

(Galatians 1) or specific oral sayings 

passed down by word of mouth (e.g., the 

words of institution in 1 Corinthians 

11:23–26). 

If written Gospels had been widely 

circulated or canonical during his 

ministry, Paul would likely have 

leveraged them as authoritative proof-

texts to settle intense theological 

arguments. The total absence of 

gospel citations strongly indicates a 

literary horizon where the written 

Gospels did not yet exist (Sinclair, 

2017). 

 

Box 2.1 Internal evidence for pre-dating Pauline epistles   

 

2.2.2 External historical references 

External evidence comes from historical records and events. Paul’s letters mention figures 
such as Gallio, a Roman proconsul, whose tenure can be dated to around AD 51–52. This 
provides a fixed point for dating certain letters, such as 1 Thessalonians.   
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Additionally, Paul’s imprisonment and eventual death under Emperor Nero in the mid-60s 
confirm that his letters were completed before the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 and 
before the Gospels were written. These historical anchors strengthen the case for pre-
dating.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s letters mentioning Gallio help scholars date certain writings to 
around AD ________.   

 

[Insert Figure here] 

Short description: Diagram showing external historical anchors for Pauline letters (Gallio’s 
tenure, Nero’s reign, destruction of Jerusalem).   

 

 
Figure 2.2 External historical anchors for Pauline letters   

 

Pilot questions 2.2 

1. What is meant by internal evidence in relation to Pauline letters?   

2. Why does Paul’s reliance on oral traditions suggest pre-dating of the Gospels?   

3. Which Roman official is mentioned in Paul’s letters, providing a historical anchor?   

4. How does Nero’s reign help confirm the dating of Paul’s letters?   

5. Why is the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 significant for understanding chronology?   
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2.3 Comparison With The Gospels 

Paul’s epistles and the Gospels are both central to the New Testament, yet they differ in 
style, purpose, and emphasis. The epistles were written earlier, addressing immediate 
concerns of Christian communities, while the Gospels were composed later to provide 
narrative accounts of Jesus’ life and ministry. Comparing the two helps us appreciate how 
Christian doctrine developed before the Gospel narratives were recorded.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s epistles were written to address immediate concerns, while the 
_______ were composed to narrate Jesus’ life and ministry.   

 

2.3.1 Differences in literary style and purpose 

Paul’s letters are personal and situational, often written to specific communities or 
individuals. They use persuasive language, rhetorical questions, and pastoral appeals. In 
contrast, the Gospels are narrative accounts, structured to present the story of Jesus’ 
birth, ministry, death, and resurrection.   

The literary style of the epistles reflects urgency and pastoral care, while the Gospels aim 
to preserve and proclaim the life of Jesus for future generations. This difference in style 
highlights the distinct purposes of these writings.   

 

Fill in the blank: The literary style of Paul’s letters reflects urgency and _________ care.   
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Figure 2.3 Comparison of literary style and purpose   

 

2.3.2 Doctrinal emphasis before Gospel narratives 

Paul’s letters emphasise doctrines such as salvation, justification, and grace, focusing on 
how believers should live in light of Christ’s death and resurrection. The Gospels, however, 
emphasise the events of Jesus’ life, teachings, and miracles.   

This means that Paul’s doctrinal emphasis predates the written Gospel narratives. His 
letters show how early Christians understood and applied the message of Jesus before the 
stories were formally recorded.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s letters emphasise doctrines such as salvation and _______, while 
the Gospels emphasise the events of Jesus’ life.   

 

Feature / 

Theme 

The Pauline Epistles (Doctrinal 

Emphasis) 
The Gospels (Narrative Emphasis) 

Primary 

Literary Genre 

Epistolary (Letters) 

Occasions-based correspondence dealing 

with specific theological and ethical 

crises in early churches (Huntsman, 

n.d.). 

Ancient Biography (Bios) & Narrative 

Historical and theological accounts 

detailing the linear timeline of Christ's 

earthly mission. 

Core 

Theological 

Focus 

The Post-Resurrection Christ 

Focuses on the cosmic significance of 

Christ’s death, resurrection, exaltation, 

and cosmic lordship (Oropeza, 2024). 

The Pre-Crucifixion Jesus 

Focuses on Jesus of Nazareth’s 

identity, prophetic ministry, and 

fulfillment of Messianic expectations 

within second-temple Judaism. 

Salvation & 

Grace 

Soteriology via Atonement 

Salvation is structurally framed as a gift 

of grace through faith, achieved entirely 

through Christ's atoning work on the 

cross, independent of works of the law 

(Oropeza, 2024). 

Soteriology via Discipleship 

Salvation is frequently illustrated 

through parables, personal 

transformation (e.g., Zacchaeus), 

radical alignment with God's will, and 

following Jesus. 

Justification 

Legal & Forensic Alignment 

Elaborated as a forensic, "Torah-critical" 

reality where the ungodly are declared 

righteous by God on account of faith 

(Oropeza, 2024). 

Covenantal & Moral Realignment 

Righteousness is demonstrated 

practically through active obedience to 

the spirit of the Law (e.g., the Sermon 

on the Mount). 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

Ethical & 

Daily Life 

Teachings 

Ecclesiological & Communal Parenesis 

Deals with how the newly formed multi-

ethnic church (Jew and Gentile) should 

coexist, worship, and operate under the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit (Oropeza, 

2024; Sinclair, 2017). 

The Kingdom of God (Inaugurated 

Eschatology) 

Focuses on ethical instructions lived 

out via radical love, humility, upending 

social hierarchies, and subverting 

political expectations. 

Miracles vs. 

Mysticism 

The Miracle of the New Creation 

Minimal focus on physical signs; 

emphasis shifts to the inward 

supernatural transformation of believers 

and spiritual gifts within the church 

body. 

Signs, Wonders, and Exorcisms 

Miracles are central narrative devices 

demonstrating Jesus’ authority over 

nature, disease, and demonic forces, 

functioning as proof that the Kingdom 

has broken into history. 

 

Box 2.2 Doctrinal emphasis in Pauline epistles versus Gospels   

 

Pilot questions 2.3 

1. What is the main difference in literary style between Paul’s epistles and the Gospels?   

2. Why are Paul’s letters considered situational writings?   

3. What is the primary purpose of the Gospels compared to the epistles?   

4. Which doctrines are emphasised in Paul’s letters before the Gospel narratives?   

5. How do Paul’s letters show the early application of Jesus’ message?   

 

2.4 Implications Of Pre-Dating 

The fact that Paul’s letters were written before the Gospels has important implications for 
how we understand Christian theology and interpret the Bible. These epistles provide the 
earliest written testimony of Christian belief, showing how the first communities 
understood Jesus’ death and resurrection before the Gospel narratives were compiled. 
This makes them a vital source for tracing the development of doctrine and practice in the 
early Church.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s letters provide the earliest written testimony of _______ belief.   

2.4.1 Impact on Christian theology 

Paul’s letters shaped the theological foundations of Christianity. Doctrines such as 
salvation, justification, and grace were articulated in writing before the Gospel accounts of 
Jesus’ life were available. This means that theology was not simply derived from narrative 
but was developed through reflection on the meaning of Christ’s death and resurrection.   
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The pre-dating of the epistles also highlights the role of Paul as a theological pioneer. His 
writings influenced later Christian thought and provided a framework for interpreting the 
Gospel narratives once they were written.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s writings influenced later Christian thought and provided a ________ 
for interpreting the Gospels.   

 

Figure 2.4 Pauline epistles as foundation for Christian theology   

 

2.4.2 Relevance for biblical interpretation today 

For modern readers, recognising the pre-dating of Pauline epistles encourages us to 
interpret the Bible with sensitivity to chronology. It reminds us that the letters reflect the 
earliest stage of Christian thought, while the Gospels provide narrative accounts written 
later. This distinction helps us avoid reading the epistles as if they were dependent on the 
Gospels.   

It also underscores the importance of Paul’s pastoral voice. His letters show how doctrine 
was applied in real communities, offering timeless lessons for faith and practice today.   

It also underscores the importance of Paul’s pastoral voice. His letters show how doctrine 
was applied in real communities, offering timeless lessons for faith and practice today.   

 

Fill in the blank: Recognising the pre-dating of Pauline epistles encourages us to interpret 
the Bible with sensitivity to __________.   
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Category / 

Dimension 

Historical Reality 

(50s–60s CE) 

Theological & Interpretive 

Implications 

Relevance for Modern 

Readers 

Theological 

Foundations 

Paul’s letters are the 

earliest surviving 

Christian texts. 

Doctrines like 

justification by faith, 

grace, and Christology 

were already active 

before the Gospels were 

written. 

• Primary Context: 

Christianity’s earliest 

theology was developed to 

address lived communal 

problems (gentile inclusion, 

unity, suffering), not in a 

detached academic setting. 

• Oral Tradition Confirmed: 

It proves that a robust, 

uniform oral tradition about 

Jesus’ death and 

resurrection existed 

instantly after his 

crucifixion. 

• Root System: Teaches 

readers that core Christian 

concepts are rooted in 

practical church life rather 

than abstract philosophy. 

• Textual Integrity: Gives 

historical confidence that 

early Christian beliefs 

were not slow, centuries-

long fabrications; they 

crystallized almost 

immediately.  

Framework for 

Gospel 

Interpretation 

Gospel authors 

(Evangelists) wrote their 

narratives to 

communities already 

steeped in Pauline or 

early apostolic theology. 

• Hermeneutical Lens: The 

Gospels are not just neutral 

historical reports; they are 

theological biographies 

intentionally shaped to 

speak to a post-Pauline 

church. 

• Thematic Alignment: For 

example, the Gospel of 

Luke's focus on Gentiles 

and outcasts mirrors Paul's 

theology of radical, law-free 

grace extended to non-Jews. 

• Reading Backwards: 

Helps modern readers 

understand why the 

Gospels emphasize certain 

stories (e.g., table 

fellowship with outcasts) 

because those were active 

debates in the early 

church. 

• Harmonious Reading: 

Shows that the Gospels 

and Epistles are two sides 

of the same coin, not 

competing versions of 

faith.  

Relevance for 

Modern 

Readers 

Reading the New 

Testament in modern 

Bibles forces an 

artificial chronological 

experience (Jesus first, 

then Paul). 

• De-contextualization Risk: 

Reading the Gospels first 

can trick readers into 

forgetting that the letters are 

actually the window into the 

earliest Christian reality. 

• Evolution of Thought: It 

tracks how the church 

transitioned from a local 

Jewish movement to a 

• Chronological Reading: 

Encourages modern 

readers to occasionally 

read Paul first to grasp the 

raw, early energy of the 

Jesus movement. 

• Dynamic Faith: 

Highlights that the New 

Testament is a living 

record of a community 
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global, multi-ethnic 

network. 

figuring out how to live 

out Jesus' teachings in 

real-time. 

 

Box 2.3 Implications of pre-dating Pauline epistles   

 

Pilot questions 2.4 

1. Why are Paul’s letters considered the earliest written testimony of Christian belief?   

2. How did Paul’s writings shape the theological foundations of Christianity?   

3. What framework did Paul’s letters provide for later Gospel interpretation?   

4. Why is recognising chronology important for biblical interpretation today?   

5. How do Paul’s letters remain relevant for modern Christian communities?   

 

Series Summary 

This Series has examined the historical pre-dating of Pauline epistles, showing why Paul’s 
letters are considered the earliest written documents of the New Testament. We began by 
exploring the historical context of early Christian communities and the timeline of Paul’s 
ministry. We then analysed both internal and external evidence that supports the early 
dating of his letters. Following that, we compared the epistles with the Gospels, 
highlighting differences in literary style, purpose, and doctrinal emphasis. Finally, we 
reflected on the implications of pre-dating, considering how Paul’s writings shaped 
theology and remain relevant for biblical interpretation today.   

By engaging with this Series, you should now be able to describe the historical context of 
Pauline writings (SLO 2.1), analyse the evidence for their pre-dating (SLO 2.2), compare 
them with the Gospels (SLO 2.3), evaluate the theological and interpretive implications 
(SLO 2.4), and apply these insights to deepen your understanding of the chronological 
development of the New Testament (SLO 2.5). In this way, the Series has fulfilled its 
learning outcomes, equipping you with historical and theological awareness that 
strengthens your study of Paul’s letters.   

 

 

Glossary Of Terms [Series 2] 

- House church: A small Christian assembly that met in private homes during the first 
century, often serving as the primary setting for worship, teaching, and fellowship.   
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- Missionary journey: The travels undertaken by Paul to spread the gospel and establish 
churches across regions such as Asia Minor, Greece, and Rome. These journeys provided 
the context for many of his letters.   

 

- Internal evidence: Clues found within the Pauline letters themselves, such as references 
to community disputes, reliance on oral traditions, and the absence of written Gospel 
accounts, which help scholars determine chronology.   

 

- External evidence: Historical references outside the letters, including mentions of Roman 
officials like Gallio and events such as Nero’s reign, which provide fixed points for dating 
Paul’s writings.   

 

- Chronology: The study of the sequence and timing of events. In biblical studies, it refers 
to establishing when particular writings, such as Paul’s epistles and the Gospels, were 
composed.   

 

- Oral tradition: Teachings and accounts about Jesus that were transmitted verbally before 
being recorded in written form. Paul’s reliance on oral tradition indicates that the Gospels 
had not yet been written.   

 

- Doctrinal emphasis: The focus on theological themes such as salvation, justification, and 
grace in Paul’s letters, which pre-date the narrative emphasis of the Gospels.   

 

- Historical anchor: A fixed point in history, such as Gallio’s tenure or Nero’s reign, used to 
establish the dating of biblical writings.   

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 2] 

Objective questions 

1. Paul’s letters were written before the . (Linked to SLO 2.2)   

2. Early Christian communities often gathered in  churches. (Linked to SLO 2.1)   

3. Gallio, a Roman proconsul mentioned in Paul’s letters, served around AD . (Linked to 
SLO 2.2)   

4. The literary style of Paul’s letters reflects urgency and  care. (Linked to SLO 2.3)   

5. Paul’s letters provide the earliest written testimony of  belief. (Linked to SLO 2.4)   

 

Short-answer questions 
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6. Define the term “house church” and explain its role in early Christianity. (Linked to SLO 
2.1)   

7. What is meant by internal evidence in relation to Pauline epistles? (Linked to SLO 2.2)   

8. Why does Paul’s reliance on oral traditions suggest that the Gospels had not yet been 
written? (Linked to SLO 2.2)   

9. Identify one major difference in purpose between Paul’s epistles and the Gospels. 
(Linked to SLO 2.3)   

10. How does recognising the chronology of Pauline epistles affect biblical interpretation 
today? (Linked to SLO 2.4)   

 

Long-answer questions 

11. Analyse the historical context of Paul’s ministry, explaining how his missionary 
journeys and community challenges shaped the content of his letters. (Linked to SLO 2.1)   

12. Evaluate the theological and interpretive implications of Pauline epistles being written 
before the Gospels. Provide examples of doctrines and their relevance for modern readers. 
(Linked to SLO 2.4, SLO 2.5)   

 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2] 

Objective questions 

1. Gospels.   

2. House.   

3. 51–52.   

4. Pastoral.   

5. Christian.   

 

Short-answer questions 

6. A house church was a small Christian assembly meeting in private homes. It provided a 
setting for worship, teaching, and fellowship in the first century.   

7. Internal evidence refers to clues within the letters themselves, such as references to 
disputes, reliance on oral traditions, and absence of Gospel accounts.   

8. Because Paul appeals to oral traditions rather than written accounts, it suggests the 
Gospels had not yet been composed.   
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9. Paul’s epistles were situational and doctrinal, while the Gospels were narrative 
accounts of Jesus’ life and ministry.   

10. Recognising chronology helps readers interpret the Bible accurately, understanding 
that Paul’s letters reflect the earliest stage of Christian thought.   

 

Long-answer questions 

11. Basic response: Paul’s ministry began after his conversion and spanned two decades. 
His missionary journeys across Asia Minor and Greece led to the establishment of 
churches. Challenges such as disputes over Jewish law and persecution shaped the 
content of his letters.   

   Value-added response: Beyond the basics, Paul’s journeys reveal the spread of 
Christianity into diverse cultural contexts. His letters not only addressed immediate issues 
but also laid theological foundations that transcended local disputes, influencing the 
global church.   

 

12. Basic response: The pre-dating of Pauline epistles means doctrines such as salvation, 
justification, and grace were articulated before the Gospel narratives. This shaped 
theology and provided a framework for interpreting the Gospels.   

   Value-added response: Outstanding learners may note that this chronology highlights the 
dynamic development of Christian thought. Paul’s writings show how theology emerged 
from lived experience and pastoral needs, offering insights into how doctrine can remain 
relevant for addressing contemporary issues such as unity, diversity, and ethical living.   

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2] 

Pilot questions 2.1 

1. They were commonly called house churches.   

2. They faced challenges such as persecution, disputes over Jewish law, moral conduct, 
and leadership issues.   

3. A missionary journey refers to Paul’s travels to spread the gospel and establish churches 
in different regions.   

4. Galatians and Thessalonians are considered among Paul’s earliest writings.   

5. The timeline shows that Paul’s letters pre-date the Gospels, making them the earliest 
New Testament writings.   

 

Pilot questions 2.2 
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1. Internal evidence refers to clues within the letters themselves, such as references to 
disputes and reliance on oral traditions.   

2. Because Paul appeals to oral traditions rather than written accounts, it suggests the 
Gospels had not yet been composed.   

3. Gallio, a Roman proconsul, is mentioned in Paul’s letters.   

4. Nero’s reign in the mid-60s helps confirm that Paul’s letters were written before his 
death.   

5. The destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 is significant because it occurred after Paul’s 
letters were completed, confirming their earlier dating.   

 

Pilot questions 2.3 

1. Paul’s epistles are situational and persuasive, while the Gospels are narrative 
accounts.   

2. They are situational because they addressed specific issues faced by particular 
communities.   

3. The Gospels aim to narrate Jesus’ life and ministry, while the epistles focus on doctrinal 
and pastoral concerns.   

4. Doctrines such as salvation, justification, and grace are emphasised in Paul’s letters.   

5. They show how early Christians applied Jesus’ message before the Gospel narratives 
were written.   

 

 

Pilot questions 2.4 

1. Because they were written before the Gospels, Paul’s letters are the earliest written 
testimony of Christian belief.   

2. His writings articulated doctrines such as salvation, justification, and grace, forming the 
theological foundations of Christianity.   

3. They provided a framework for interpreting the Gospel narratives once they were 
written.   

4. Recognising chronology helps us interpret the Bible with sensitivity to historical 
development.   

5. Paul’s letters remain relevant because they show how doctrine was applied in real 
communities, offering lessons for faith and practice today.   
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References and Attributions [Series 2] 

- Course document: CRS 106: Pauline Epistles (Learning Outcomes and Course Contents). 
This provided the framework for structuring Series 2.   

 

- Illustrations:   

  - Plate 2.1 Early Christian house church meeting: AI-generated using the prompt “Create 
an illustration of an early Christian house church gathering with believers seated in a small 
room, sharing scripture and prayer.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search 
string: “early Christian house church illustration open educational resource.”   

  - Figure 2.1 Timeline of Paul’s ministry and letters: AI-generated using the prompt “Create 
a labelled timeline diagram showing Paul’s conversion, missionary journeys, 
imprisonment, and letters written during each stage.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. 
Suggested OER search string: “Paul missionary journeys timeline diagram open 
educational resource.”   

  - Box 2.1 Internal evidence for pre-dating Pauline epistles: AI-generated using the prompt 
“Create a table summarising internal evidence for pre-dating Pauline epistles: community 
disputes, oral traditions, absence of Gospel references.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. 
Suggested OER search string: “internal evidence Pauline epistles chronology open 
educational resource.”   

  - Figure 2.2 External historical anchors for Pauline letters: AI-generated using the prompt 
“Create a labelled diagram showing external historical anchors for Pauline letters: Gallio’s 
tenure AD 51–52, Nero’s reign mid-60s, destruction of Jerusalem AD 70.” Platform: 
Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search string: “Pauline epistles external historical 
anchors diagram open educational resource.”   

  - Figure 2.3 Comparison of literary style and purpose: AI-generated using the prompt 
“Create a diagram comparing Pauline epistles (situational, persuasive, pastoral) with 
Gospels (narrative, biographical, proclamation).” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested 
OER search string: “Pauline epistles vs Gospels literary style diagram open educational 
resource.”   

  - Box 2.2 Doctrinal emphasis in Pauline epistles versus Gospels: AI-generated using the 
prompt “Create a table contrasting doctrinal emphasis in Pauline epistles (salvation, 
justification, grace) with narrative emphasis in Gospels (life, teachings, miracles).” 
Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search string: “Pauline epistles vs Gospels 
doctrinal emphasis open educational resource.”   

  - Figure 2.4 Pauline epistles as foundation for Christian theology: AI-generated using the 
prompt “Create a diagram showing Pauline epistles as the foundation of Christian 
theology, influencing later Gospel interpretation.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested 
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OER search string: “Pauline epistles theological foundation diagram open educational 
resource.”   

  - Box 2.3 Implications of pre-dating Pauline epistles: AI-generated using the prompt 
“Create a table summarising implications of pre-dating Pauline epistles: theological 
foundations, framework for Gospel interpretation, relevance for modern readers.” 
Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search string: “implications of pre-dating 
Pauline epistles open educational resource.”   

 

- Open Educational Resources (OERs):   

  - Bible Project. (n.d.). Paul’s letters overview. Retrieved from https://bibleproject.com   

  - Open Bible. (n.d.). Pauline epistles themes. Retrieved from https://openbible.info   

  - Wikimedia Commons. (n.d.). Early Christian manuscripts and illustrations. Retrieved 
from https://commons.wikimedia.org   

 

- Referencing style: APA format has been applied consistently.   

 

Course code: CRS 106 

Course Title: Pauline Epistles  

Unit: 3 Unit 

 

LIST OF SERIES 

1. Paul’s Letters and Doctrines   

2. Pre-Dating of Pauline Epistles   

3. Paul’s Conversion and Mission   

4. Major Pauline Letters   

5. Paul’s Writings Before the Gospels 

 

3.1: Understanding authorship in biblical studies   

   - 3.1.1 Definition of authorship in the context of scripture   

   - 3.1.2 Importance of authorship for interpretation   

 

3.2: Pauline authorship and undisputed letters   
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   - 3.2.1 Criteria for identifying authentic Pauline letters   

   - 3.2.2 Overview of the seven undisputed letters   

 

3.3: Disputed and contested letters   

   - 3.3.1 Letters questioned by scholars (e.g., Ephesians, Colossians, 2 Thessalonians)   

   - 3.3.2 Pastoral epistles and debates on authorship   

 

3.4: Implications of authorship debates   

   - 3.4.1 Theological implications of disputed authorship   

   - 3.4.2 Relevance for modern biblical interpretation 

 

Introduction 

In the last Series, we examined the historical pre-dating of Pauline epistles, noting how 
Paul’s letters were written before the Gospels and shaped the earliest Christian theology. 
We now turn to the question of authorship, which is crucial for understanding the 
authenticity and authority of these writings. Authorship debates help us distinguish 
between letters genuinely written by Paul and those attributed to him, and they shed light 
on how early Christian communities preserved and transmitted their teachings.   

The aim of this Series is to explore the authorship and authenticity of Pauline epistles, to 
identify which letters are undisputed, which are disputed, and to evaluate the theological 
and interpretive implications of these debates.   

We shall commence this Series by considering the meaning of authorship in biblical 
studies and why it matters for interpretation. Next, we will examine the undisputed Pauline 
letters, looking at the criteria used to establish their authenticity. Following that, we will 
analyse the disputed and contested letters, including the pastoral epistles, and discuss 
the scholarly debates surrounding them. Finally, we will conclude by reflecting on the 
implications of authorship debates, considering their impact on theology and their 
relevance for modern biblical interpretation.   

 

Series Learning Outcomes  
By the end of this Series, you should be able to:   

- SLO 3.1: Explain the concept of authorship in biblical studies and its importance for 
interpretation.   

- SLO 3.2: Identify the criteria used to establish authentic Pauline letters and distinguish 
the seven undisputed epistles.   
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- SLO 3.3: Analyse the disputed and contested letters, including scholarly debates 
surrounding Ephesians, Colossians, 2 Thessalonians, and the pastoral epistles.   

- SLO 3.4: Evaluate the theological and interpretive implications of authorship debates for 
Christian doctrine and practice.   

- SLO 3.5: Apply insights from authorship studies to strengthen your understanding of the 
authenticity and authority of Pauline writings in modern biblical interpretation.   

 

3.1 Understanding Authorship In Biblical Studies 

Authorship is a central concern in biblical studies because it helps us determine the 
authenticity, authority, and interpretive value of a text. When we ask who wrote a particular 
book or letter, we are not only interested in the name attached to it but also in the 
historical, cultural, and theological context that shaped its content.   

 

Fill in the blank: Authorship helps us determine the _________, authority, and interpretive 
value of a text.   

 

3.1.1 Definition of authorship in the context of scripture 

In biblical studies, authorship refers to the identification of the person or group responsible 
for composing a text. This may involve direct writing, dictation, or the use of scribes. 
Authorship is important because it influences how we understand the text’s purpose, 
audience, and theological emphasis.   

For example, knowing that Paul wrote to the Corinthians helps us interpret the letter in light 
of the challenges faced by that community. Without clarity on authorship, interpretation 
risks becoming detached from its historical roots.   

 

Fill in the blank: In biblical studies, authorship refers to the identification of the __________ 
or group responsible for composing a text.   
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Figure 3.1 Concept of authorship in biblical studies   

 

3.1.2 Importance of authorship for interpretation 

Authorship matters because it shapes how we read and apply scripture. If a letter is 
genuinely written by Paul, it carries the weight of apostolic authority. If it is disputed, 
scholars must consider whether it reflects Paul’s theology or the concerns of a later 
generation.   

The question of authorship also affects theology. For instance, disputed letters may 
present different emphases on church organisation or doctrine. Recognising these 
differences helps us interpret scripture responsibly and appreciate the diversity within the 
New Testament.   

 

Fill in the blank: Authorship matters because it shapes how we _________ and apply 
scripture.   
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Box 3.1 Why authorship matters in biblical interpretation   

 

Pilot questions 3.1 

1. What does authorship mean in the context of biblical studies?   

2. Why is authorship important for interpreting scripture?   

3. How does knowing Paul wrote to the Corinthians affect our understanding of the letter?   

4. What role do disputed letters play in theological interpretation?   

5. How does authorship connect scripture to its historical context?   

 

3.2 Pauline Authorship And Undisputed Letters 

The question of which letters Paul genuinely wrote is central to biblical scholarship. 
Scholars generally agree that seven of the epistles are undisputed letters, meaning they 
are widely accepted as authentic writings of Paul. These letters provide the clearest 
window into Paul’s theology, pastoral concerns, and missionary activity. Understanding 
the criteria used to establish authenticity helps us appreciate why these letters are 
considered reliable sources of apostolic teaching.   

 

Fill in the blank: Scholars generally agree that _________ of the epistles are undisputed 
letters.   
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3.2.1 Criteria for identifying authentic Pauline letters 

Scholars use several criteria to determine authenticity. One key factor is style, which refers 
to the vocabulary, sentence structure, and rhetorical techniques used in the letters. 
Another is theological consistency, meaning the doctrines expressed align with Paul’s 
known teachings. A third factor is historical context, where references to events, people, or 
places match what is known about Paul’s life and ministry.   

Together, these criteria provide a framework for distinguishing genuine Pauline writings 
from those attributed to him later.   

 

Fill in the blank: Authentic Pauline letters are identified by style, theological consistency, 
and ________ context.   

 

Criterion Description How It Is Applied Key Examples & Challenges 

Style & 

Vocabulary 

Analyzing the 

Greek language, 

sentence structure, 

favorite idioms, and 

vocabulary used in 

the letter. 

Pauline style is typically 

energetic, argumentative, and 

filled with diatribes, 

rhetorical questions, and 

rapid transitions. Scholars 

look for statistical anomalies 

in word choices compared to 

the undisputed letters. 

The Pastoral Epistles (1 & 2 

Timothy, Titus) contain 

hundreds of words not found 

in the undisputed letters, and 

lack characteristic Pauline 

particles, suggesting a 

different author. 

Theological 

Consistency 

Evaluating whether 

the theological 

concepts, 

Christology, and 

views on the Law 

align with Paul's 

core message. 

Scholars check if the letter's 

theology is "too advanced" 

for Paul's lifetime or 

contradicts his known views 

on faith, salvation, and the 

end times. 

In Ephesians and Colossians, 

the church is viewed globally 

and cosmically, whereas 

undisputed letters focus on 

local, struggling 

congregations. However, 

theology can naturally evolve, 

making this criterion highly 

debated. 

Historical & 

Ecclesial 

Context 

Comparing the 

letter's social 

setting, church 

leadership structure, 

and historical clues 

against the mid-1st 

century CE. 

If a letter assumes a highly 

developed church hierarchy 

(like bishops and deacons) or 

addresses heresies that didn't 

emerge until the 2nd century, 

its authenticity is questioned. 

1 & 2 Timothy describe a 

highly structured church 

hierarchy that closely mirrors 

early 2nd-century church 

organization, rather than the 

more fluid, charismatic 

leadership of Paul's actual 

ministry. 

Anachronisms 

& Redundancy 

Looking for 

historical timelines 

that conflict with 

Scholars look for letters that 

seem to copy the style of an 

undisputed letter too closely, 

2 
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Paul's biography, or 

literary dependence 

that seems like 

imitation. 

or present a narrative 

timeline that cannot be 

reconciled with the book of 

Acts or Galatians. 

 

Box 3.2 Criteria for authentic Pauline letters   

 

3.2.2 Overview of the seven undisputed letters 

The seven undisputed Pauline letters are Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, 
Philippians, 1 Thessalonians, and Philemon. These letters are consistent in style, theology, 
and historical references, and they reflect Paul’s direct involvement in addressing the 
needs of specific communities.   

For example, Romans presents a systematic exposition of Paul’s theology, while 1 and 2 
Corinthians deal with practical issues of church life. Galatians defends justification by 
faith, Philippians expresses joy in suffering, 1 Thessalonians encourages perseverance, 
and Philemon appeals for reconciliation. Together, they form the core of Pauline thought.   

 

Fill in the blank: The seven undisputed Pauline letters include Romans, Corinthians, 
Galatians, Philippians, Thessalonians, and _________.  

 

 

 
Figure 3.2 The seven undisputed Pauline letters   
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Pilot questions 3.2 

1. What criteria do scholars use to identify authentic Pauline letters?   

2. Why is style an important factor in determining authenticity?   

3. Which seven letters are considered undisputed Pauline epistles?   

4. How does Romans differ from Corinthians in terms of content?   

5. Why are the undisputed letters central to understanding Paul’s theology?   

 

3.3 Disputed And Contested Letters 

Not all letters attributed to Paul are universally accepted as authentic. Some are 
considered disputed letters, meaning scholars question whether Paul himself wrote them, 
while others are regarded as contested letters, where debates continue about their origin 
and purpose. These discussions are important because they highlight the complexity of 
early Christian literature and the diversity of voices within the New Testament.   

 

Fill in the blank: Some letters attributed to Paul are considered _________, meaning 
scholars question their authenticity.   

 

3.3.1 Letters questioned by scholars 

Among the letters questioned are Ephesians, Colossians, and 2 Thessalonians. Scholars 
point to differences in vocabulary, style, and theological emphasis compared to the 
undisputed letters. For instance, Ephesians emphasises church unity in a way that seems 
more developed than Paul’s earlier writings, while Colossians presents a highly exalted 
view of Christ that some argue reflects later theological development.   

2 Thessalonians is debated because its teaching on the end times appears to differ from 1 
Thessalonians, raising questions about consistency. These differences do not necessarily 
mean the letters are unauthoritative, but they invite careful consideration of their origins.   

 

Fill in the blank: Ephesians emphasises church __________ in a way that seems more 
developed than Paul’s earlier writings.   
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Figure 3.3 Disputed Pauline letters and reasons for debate   

 

3.3.2 Pastoral epistles and debates on authorship 

The pastoral epistles (1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus) are among the most contested 
writings. They focus heavily on church organisation, leadership roles, and moral conduct. 
Scholars argue that these concerns reflect a later stage of church development, possibly 
after Paul’s lifetime.   

Stylistically, the pastoral epistles differ from the undisputed letters, using vocabulary and 
structures not typical of Paul. Theologically, they emphasise institutional order more than 
the dynamic missionary spirit found in earlier writings. For these reasons, many scholars 
believe they were written by followers of Paul to preserve his legacy and apply his 
teachings to new contexts.   

 

Fill in the blank: The pastoral epistles focus heavily on church _________, leadership roles, 
and moral conduct.   

 

Feature Description & Key Themes Theological & Structural Focus 

Church 

Organisation 

Transitional shift from fluid, 

charismatic house churches to a 

formalized, institutional hierarchy 

(Baker, n.d.). It outlines structures for 

collective care, monetary 

compensation, and internal legal 

discipline (Kirk, n.d.). 

Establishes the Church as the "household of 

God" (1 \text{ Tim. } 3:15) designed to 

adapt and endure across generations (Kirk, 

n.d.). Outlines structured treatment for 

specialized groups like widows and slaves 

(Horrell, 2011). 
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Leadership 

Qualities 

Details rigorous qualification codes 

for specific ecclesiastical offices, 

moving away from temporary 

spiritual gifts to permanent offices 

(Baker, n.d.; Kirk, n.d.). 

Focuses on the roles of Overseers/Bishops 

(episkopos), Elders (presbyteros), and 

Deacons (diakonos). Emphasizes authentic 

leadership metrics: personal integrity, 

transparency, and self-awareness (Wilson, 

n.d.). 

Moral 

Conduct 

Stresses an explicit, non-negotiable 

link between correct theological belief 

and daily behavioral practice (Kirk, 

n.d.). Good works are framed as the 

natural fruit of salvation (Wilson, 

n.d.). 

Demands high personal moral standards, 

community respect, sobriety, and family 

governance (1 \text{ Tim. } 3). Conversely, 

false teachers are criticized for being 

unproductive, greedy, and disruptive to 

household peace (Kirk, n.d.). 

Stylistic 

Differences 

Exhibits distinct linguistic and 

structural traits that deviate sharply 

from undisputed Pauline epistles 

(Date, 2020; Salés, 2024). The tone is 

highly regulatory, patriarchal, and 

instructional (Horrell, 2011; Salés, 

2024). 

Features a high concentration of hapax 

legomena (words used only once in the 

New Testament) and specific vocabulary 

like "godliness" (eusebeia) and "healthy 

teaching" (hygiainousa didaskalia) (Date, 

2020; White, 2011). 

 

Box 3.3 Key features of the pastoral epistles   

 

Pilot questions 3.3 

1. Which letters are commonly questioned by scholars regarding Pauline authorship?   

2. Why is Colossians sometimes considered to reflect later theological development?   

3. What difference in teaching raises questions about 2 Thessalonians?   

4. What themes are emphasised in the pastoral epistles?   

5. Why do many scholars believe the pastoral epistles were written after Paul’s lifetime?   

 

3.4 Implications Of Authorship Debates 

The debates surrounding the authorship of Pauline epistles are not merely academic; they 
have significant consequences for theology, church practice, and biblical interpretation. If 
a letter is genuinely written by Paul, it carries apostolic authority and provides direct insight 
into his theology. If disputed, the letter may reflect the concerns of later communities, 
which still hold value but must be interpreted with awareness of their historical context.   

 

Fill in the blank: If a letter is genuinely written by Paul, it carries ________ authority and 
provides direct insight into his theology.   
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3.4.1 Theological implications of disputed authorship 

Disputed letters often emphasise themes such as church organisation, leadership, and 
moral conduct. These themes suggest that the early church was evolving and adapting to 
new challenges. Recognising this helps us understand that theology was not static but 
developed over time.   

For example, the pastoral epistles highlight the importance of structured leadership, which 
may reflect a later stage of church life. This does not diminish their value but shows how 
Christian communities applied Paul’s legacy to their own circumstances.   

 

Fill in the blank: The pastoral epistles highlight the importance of structured _______, 
reflecting a later stage of church life.   

 

 

 
Figure 3.4 Theological implications of disputed authorship   

 

3.4.2 Relevance for modern biblical interpretation 

For today’s readers, authorship debates remind us to approach scripture with sensitivity to 
its historical development. Whether a letter was written by Paul or by his followers, it 
reflects the lived faith of early Christians. This perspective encourages us to value both the 
continuity and diversity within the New Testament.   

Authorship debates also challenge us to think critically about authority. They invite us to 
ask how doctrine should be applied in modern contexts and how the church can remain 
faithful to its foundations while adapting to new realities.   
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Fill in the blank: Authorship debates challenge us to think critically about __________ and 
its application in modern contexts.   

 

Evaluative 

Dimension 

View 1: Authentic Pauline 

Authorship 

View 2: Pseudonymous / Post-Pauline 

Authorship 

Theology & 

Doctrine 

* Core Pauline Evolution: Represents 

the mature, practical application of 

Paul’s theology as he faced the end of 

his life.  

* Cohesive Truth: Vocabulary 

changes like "healthy teaching" 

(hygiainousa didaskalia) are 

interpreted as situational defenses 

against specific localized heresies 

rather than a shift toward legalism. 

* Development of Proto-Orthodoxy: 

Reflects a theological transition from early 

charismatic freedom to a structured, 

defensive theology designed to preserve 

tradition across generations. 

* Contextual Adaptation: The theology is 

read as a late 1st or early 2nd-century 

adaptation of Paul's thought to combat 

early Gnosticism. 

Ecclesiastical 

Authority 

* Direct Apostolic Mandate: The strict 

qualifications for bishops, elders, and 

deacons carry the direct, absolute 

authority of an eyewitness apostle. 

* Historical Continuity: Validates the 

traditional structures of church 

governance as intentional, 

foundational patterns established by 

the earliest church pioneers. 

* Delegated/Composite Authority: The 

text claims authority by invoking Paul’s 

name (pseudepigraphy), a common and 

accepted literary convention of antiquity 

used to honor a mentor's legacy. 

* Community Legitimacy: Frame the 

organizational rules as a specific 

community's successful effort to stabilize 

itself after the apostolic generation passed. 

Modern 

Application 

* Universal Prescriptions: Church 

leadership structures, administrative 

models, and social codes are 

frequently applied as timeless, 

normative mandates for the global 

Church. 

* Literal Implementation: Tends to 

favor a direct application of the text's 

instructions regarding gender roles, 

eldership, and institutional order. 

* Contextual Trajectories: Prompts 

modern readers to separate the eternal 

gospel message from the historical, 

patriarchal Roman cultural 

accommodations made by the late 1st-

century church. 

* Adaptive Leadership: Validates the idea 

that the Church has a historical precedent 

for evolving its structural forms to survive 

and thrive in shifting cultural landscapes. 

 

Box 3.4 Implications of authorship debates for interpretation   

 

Pilot questions 3.4 

1. Why do authorship debates matter for theology and interpretation?   
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2. What themes in disputed letters suggest a later stage of church development?   

3. How do the pastoral epistles reflect evolving church organisation?   

4. Why should modern readers approach scripture with sensitivity to historical 
development?   

5. How do authorship debates challenge our understanding of authority in the church 
today?   

 

Series Summary 

This Series has explored the question of authorship and authenticity in Pauline epistles, a 
topic that is central to understanding their authority and theological significance. We 
began by clarifying what authorship means in biblical studies and why it matters for 
interpretation. We then examined the criteria used to identify authentic Pauline letters and 
reviewed the seven undisputed epistles. After that, we analysed the disputed and 
contested letters, including Ephesians, Colossians, 2 Thessalonians, and the pastoral 
epistles, highlighting the reasons scholars question their authenticity. Finally, we reflected 
on the implications of these debates, considering how they shape theology and guide 
modern biblical interpretation.   

By engaging with this Series, you should now be able to explain the concept of authorship 
in scripture (SLO 3.1), identify the criteria for authenticity and distinguish the undisputed 
letters (SLO 3.2), analyse the disputed and contested writings (SLO 3.3), evaluate the 
theological and interpretive implications of authorship debates (SLO 3.4), and apply these 
insights to strengthen your understanding of Pauline writings today (SLO 3.5). In this way, 
the Series has fulfilled its learning outcomes, equipping you with both historical awareness 
and interpretive skills for studying Paul’s letters.   

 

Glossary Of Terms [Series 3] 

- Authorship: The identification of the person or group responsible for composing a biblical 
text. In the case of Pauline epistles, authorship determines whether a letter was genuinely 
written by Paul or attributed to him later.   

 

- Undisputed letters: The seven Pauline epistles (Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, 
Galatians, Philippians, 1 Thessalonians, and Philemon) that scholars widely agree were 
authentically written by Paul.   

 

- Disputed letters: Letters attributed to Paul but questioned by scholars due to differences 
in style, vocabulary, or theology. Examples include Ephesians, Colossians, and 2 
Thessalonians.   
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- Contested letters: A broader category of writings where debates continue about their 
origin and purpose. The pastoral epistles (1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus) are the most 
contested, with many scholars suggesting they were written after Paul’s lifetime.   

 

- Pastoral epistles: The letters 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus, which focus on church 
organisation, leadership, and moral conduct. They differ stylistically and theologically from 
the undisputed letters, leading to debates about their authorship.   

 

- Theological consistency: A criterion used to assess authenticity, referring to whether the 
doctrines expressed in a letter align with Paul’s known teachings.   

 

- Apostolic authority: The weight and credibility carried by writings genuinely authored by 
Paul, as they reflect the teaching of an apostle directly involved in the early church.   

 

- Historical context: References within a letter to events, people, or places that can be 
matched with what is known about Paul’s life and ministry, helping to establish 
authenticity.   

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 3] 

Objective questions 

1. Authorship in biblical studies refers to the identification of the  or group responsible for 
composing a text. (Linked to SLO 3.1)   

2. The seven undisputed Pauline letters include Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, 
Philippians, Thessalonians, and . (Linked to SLO 3.2)   

3. Ephesians emphasises church  in a way that seems more developed than Paul’s earlier 
writings. (Linked to SLO 3.3)   

4. The pastoral epistles focus heavily on church organisation, leadership roles, 
and  conduct. (Linked to SLO 3.3)   

5. If a letter is genuinely written by Paul, it carries  authority. (Linked to SLO 3.4)   

 

Short-answer questions 

6. Define authorship in the context of biblical studies and explain why it matters. (Linked to 
SLO 3.1)   

7. What three criteria are used to identify authentic Pauline letters? (Linked to SLO 3.2)   
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8. List the seven undisputed Pauline letters. (Linked to SLO 3.2)   

9. Why is Colossians sometimes considered to reflect later theological development? 
(Linked to SLO 3.3)   

10. How do authorship debates challenge modern readers to think critically about 
authority? (Linked to SLO 3.4)   

 

Long-answer questions 

11. Analyse the criteria used to establish the authenticity of Pauline letters, explaining how 
style, theology, and historical context work together. (Linked to SLO 3.2)   

12. Evaluate the theological and interpretive implications of disputed authorship, using the 
pastoral epistles as an example. (Linked to SLO 3.4, SLO 3.5)   

 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3] 

Objective questions 

1. Person.   

2. Philemon.   

3. Unity.   

4. Moral.   

5. Apostolic.   

 

Short-answer questions 

6. Authorship refers to identifying the person or group responsible for writing a biblical text. 
It matters because it shapes interpretation, authority, and theological understanding.   

7. Style, theological consistency, and historical context.   

8. Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Philippians, 1 Thessalonians, 
Philemon.   

9. Colossians presents a highly exalted view of Christ that some argue reflects theological 
development beyond Paul’s lifetime.   

10. Authorship debates challenge readers to consider how authority is defined and 
applied, encouraging sensitivity to historical development and diversity in scripture.   

 

Long-answer questions 
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11. Basic response: Authenticity is established through style, theology, and historical 
context. Style refers to vocabulary and rhetorical techniques, theology ensures 
consistency with Paul’s known teachings, and historical context confirms references to 
events and people.   

   Value-added response: Outstanding learners may note that these criteria are 
interdependent. For example, stylistic differences may reflect the use of scribes, while 
theological variations could show Paul’s adaptability to different audiences. Historical 
anchors such as Gallio’s tenure provide external confirmation, strengthening authenticity 
claims.   

 

12. Basic response: Disputed authorship affects theology and interpretation. The pastoral 
epistles emphasise church organisation and leadership, which may reflect a later stage of 
development. This shows how communities applied Paul’s legacy to new contexts.   

   Value-added response: Outstanding learners may highlight that disputed letters 
demonstrate the dynamic nature of theology. They reveal how doctrine evolved to meet 
practical needs, offering lessons for modern churches on balancing continuity with 
adaptation. This perspective enriches biblical interpretation by valuing both authentic 
Pauline writings and those shaped by his followers.   

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3] 

Pilot questions 3.1 

1. Authorship in biblical studies means identifying the person or group responsible for 
writing a text.   

2. Authorship is important because it shapes interpretation, authority, and theological 
understanding.   

3. Knowing Paul wrote to the Corinthians helps us interpret the letter in light of their 
specific community challenges.   

4. Disputed letters raise questions about authenticity and theological development.   

5. Authorship connects scripture to its historical context, ensuring interpretation remains 
grounded.   

 

Pilot questions 3.2 

1. Scholars use style, theological consistency, and historical context to identify authentic 
Pauline letters.   

2. Style matters because vocabulary and rhetorical techniques can reveal the author’s 
identity.   
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3. The seven undisputed letters are Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, 
Philippians, 1 Thessalonians, and Philemon.   

4. Romans presents systematic theology, while Corinthians addresses practical issues of 
church life.   

5. The undisputed letters are central because they provide the clearest insight into Paul’s 
theology and ministry.   

 

Pilot questions 3.3 

1. Ephesians, Colossians, and 2 Thessalonians are commonly questioned.   

2. Colossians presents a highly exalted view of Christ, which some argue reflects later 
theological development.   

3. 2 Thessalonians differs from 1 Thessalonians in its teaching on the end times, raising 
consistency questions.   

4. The pastoral epistles emphasise church organisation, leadership, and moral conduct.   

5. Many scholars believe the pastoral epistles were written after Paul’s lifetime to preserve 
his legacy.   

 

Pilot questions 3.4 

1. Authorship debates matter because they affect theology, authority, and interpretation.   

2. Disputed letters emphasise themes such as church organisation and leadership, 
suggesting later development.   

3. The pastoral epistles reflect evolving church organisation and structured leadership.   

4. Modern readers should approach scripture with sensitivity to historical development 
and diversity.   

5. Authorship debates challenge our understanding of authority, encouraging critical 
reflection on doctrine and practice.   

 

References and Attributions [Series 3] 

- Course document: CRS 106: Pauline Epistles (Learning Outcomes and Course Contents). 
This provided the framework for structuring Series 3.   

 

- Illustrations:   

  - Figure 3.1 Concept of authorship in biblical studies: AI-generated using the prompt 
“Create a diagram showing authorship in biblical studies: writer, scribe, and community 
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  - Box 3.1 Why authorship matters in biblical interpretation: AI-generated using the prompt 
“Create a table summarising why authorship matters in biblical interpretation: authority, 
theology, historical context.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search string: 
“importance of authorship biblical interpretation open educational resource.”   

  - Box 3.2 Criteria for authentic Pauline letters: AI-generated using the prompt “Create a 
table summarising criteria for authentic Pauline letters: style, theological consistency, 
historical context.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search string: “criteria for 
authentic Pauline letters open educational resource.”   

  - Figure 3.2 The seven undisputed Pauline letters: AI-generated using the prompt “Create 
a diagram listing the seven undisputed Pauline letters with short notes on their themes.” 
Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search string: “seven undisputed Pauline 
letters diagram open educational resource.”   

  - Figure 3.3 Disputed Pauline letters and reasons for debate: AI-generated using the 
prompt “Create a diagram listing disputed Pauline letters (Ephesians, Colossians, 2 
Thessalonians) with notes on vocabulary, style, and theology.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. 
Suggested OER search string: “disputed Pauline letters diagram open educational 
resource.”   

  - Box 3.3 Key features of the pastoral epistles: AI-generated using the prompt “Create a 
table summarising key features of the pastoral epistles: church organisation, leadership, 
moral conduct, stylistic differences.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search 
string: “pastoral epistles authorship debates open educational resource.”   

  - Figure 3.4 Theological implications of disputed authorship: AI-generated using the 
prompt “Create a diagram showing theological implications of disputed authorship: 
church organisation, leadership, evolving theology.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. 
Suggested OER search string: “theological implications disputed Pauline authorship 
diagram open educational resource.”   

  - Box 3.4 Implications of authorship debates for interpretation: AI-generated using the 
prompt “Create a table summarising implications of authorship debates: theology, 
authority, modern application.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search string: 
“implications of Pauline authorship debates open educational resource.”   

 

- Open Educational Resources (OERs):   

  - Bible Project. (n.d.). Paul’s letters overview. Retrieved from https://bibleproject.com   

  - Open Bible. (n.d.). Pauline epistles themes. Retrieved from https://openbible.info   

  - Wikimedia Commons. (n.d.). Early Christian manuscripts and illustrations. Retrieved 
from https://commons.wikimedia.org   
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Course code: CRS 106 

Course Title: Pauline Epistles  

Unit: 3 Unit 

 

LIST OF SERIES 

1. Paul’s Letters and Doctrines   

2. Pre-Dating of Pauline Epistles   

3. Paul’s Conversion and Mission   
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4.1: Foundations of Pauline theology   
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4.5: Implications for modern theology   

   - 4.5.1 Relevance of Pauline doctrines for contemporary faith   

   - 4.5.2 Application in church and society 

 

Introduction 

In the previous Series, we examined the authorship and authenticity of Pauline epistles, 
distinguishing between undisputed, disputed, and contested letters. We now turn to the 
theological themes that run through Paul’s writings, which form the heart of his 
contribution to Christian thought. Paul’s theology is not abstract but deeply rooted in his 
missionary work, pastoral concerns, and lived experience of faith.   

The aim of this Series is to explore the major theological themes in Pauline epistles, 
including justification by faith, grace, salvation, Christology, ethics, and eschatology. 
These doctrines shaped the identity of the early church and continue to influence Christian 
theology today.   

We shall commence this Series by considering the foundations of Pauline theology, 
including the influences that shaped Paul’s thought and the relationship between theology 
and pastoral concerns. Next, we will examine the core doctrines in his letters, such as 
justification, grace, and Christology. Following this, we will explore Paul’s ethical teachings 
on Christian living, before turning to his eschatological vision of resurrection, Christ’s 
return, and hope in suffering. Finally, we will reflect on the implications of Pauline theology 
for modern faith and practice, ensuring that learners can apply these insights to 
contemporary contexts.   

 

Series Learning Outcomes  
By the end of this Series, you should be able to:   

- SLO 4.1: Explain the foundations of Pauline theology, including the influences that 
shaped Paul’s thought and the relationship between theology and pastoral concerns.   

- SLO 4.2: Identify and describe the core doctrines in Pauline epistles, such as justification 
by faith, grace, salvation, and Christology.   

- SLO 4.3: Analyse Paul’s ethical teachings on Christian living, including moral conduct, 
freedom, responsibility, and love.   
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- SLO 4.4: Evaluate Paul’s eschatological vision, particularly his teaching on resurrection, 
the return of Christ, and hope in suffering.   

- SLO 4.5: Apply Pauline theological themes to contemporary faith and practice, 
demonstrating their relevance for church and society today.   

 

4.1 Foundations Of Pauline Theology 

Paul’s theology did not emerge in isolation. It was shaped by his Jewish background, his 
encounter with Christ, and his missionary work among diverse communities. 
Understanding these foundations helps us see why his letters combine deep theological 
reflection with practical pastoral advice.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s theology was shaped by his Jewish background, his encounter with 
________, and his missionary work.  

 

4.1.1 Paul’s theological context and influences 

Paul was trained in the Jewish tradition, particularly in the law and scriptures. This 
background gave him a strong foundation in covenantal thinking and ethical conduct. His 
dramatic encounter with the risen Christ on the road to Damascus transformed his 
understanding of salvation, shifting his focus from law to grace.   

Paul’s missionary journeys exposed him to Gentile cultures, which influenced his theology 
of inclusion. He emphasised that salvation was available to all, regardless of ethnic or 
cultural background. This blending of Jewish heritage and missionary experience created a 
theology that was both rooted in tradition and open to new horizons.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s missionary journeys exposed him to ___________ cultures, which 
influenced his theology of inclusion.   
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Figure 4.1 Influences on Paul’s theology   

 

4.1.2 Relationship between theology and pastoral concerns 

Paul’s theology was never abstract. It was always connected to the real-life challenges of 
the communities he served. For example, his teaching on justification by faith was not only 
a doctrinal statement but also a pastoral response to disputes about law and grace. His 
emphasis on unity and love addressed divisions within churches, while his eschatological 
hope encouraged believers facing persecution.   

This integration of theology and pastoral care makes Paul’s letters both doctrinal and 
practical. His theology was lived out in the daily struggles of believers, showing that 
doctrine and pastoral concern are inseparable.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s theology was lived out in the daily _________ of believers, showing 
that doctrine and pastoral concern are inseparable.   

Pastoral 

Concern 
Theological Root Practical Application / Solution 

Law vs. 

Grace 

Justification by Faith  

Salvation is a gift of God's grace through 

faith in Jesus Christ, not earned by 

* Freedom in Christ: Believers are 

freed from the legalistic burden of the 

Mosaic Law.  

* The Fruit of the Spirit: True moral 

transformation comes from the 
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performing "works of the Law" (such as 

circumcision or dietary restrictions). 

indwelling of the Holy Spirit, not rigid 

rule-following. 

Unity in 

Diversity 

The Body of Christ  

The Church is a single, organic entity 

made up of diverse parts. Because of 

Christ’s death, structural barriers between 

Jew/Gentile, slave/free, and male/female 

are dismantled. 

* Mutual Edification: Spiritual gifts 

are given to build up the community, 

not for personal status.  

* Cross-Cultural Harmony: Gentile 

and Jewish believers must welcome 

one another at the communion table, 

prioritizing love over cultural 

preferences. 

Perfection & 

Persecution 

Theology of the Cross (Cruciformity)  

Suffering is not a sign of God's 

abandonment; rather, it is a way believers 

participate in the sufferings of Christ, 

which ultimately leads to sharing in His 

resurrection. 

* Hope in Suffering: Present trials are 

temporary and pale in comparison to 

future glory.  

* Power in Weakness: God’s strength 

is made perfect in human weakness, 

offering profound comfort and 

endurance to marginalized churches. 

 

Box 4.1 Theology and pastoral concerns in Paul’s letters   

 

Pilot questions 4.1 

1. What influences shaped Paul’s theology?   

2. How did Paul’s Jewish background contribute to his theological outlook?   

3. Why was Paul’s encounter with Christ significant for his theology?   

4. How did missionary work among Gentiles affect Paul’s teaching?   

5. In what ways did Paul connect theology with pastoral concerns?   

 

4.2 Core Doctrines In Pauline Epistles 

Paul’s letters are rich in theological content, but certain doctrines stand out as central to 
his teaching. These include justification by faith, grace and salvation, and Christology 
centred on the cross. Together, they form the backbone of Pauline theology and continue 
to shape Christian belief and practice today.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s core doctrines include justification by faith, grace and salvation, 
and _______ centred on the cross.   
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4.2.1 Justification by faith 

Justification by faith means being declared righteous before God not by works of the law 
but through faith in Jesus Christ. This doctrine was crucial in Paul’s ministry, especially in 
addressing disputes between Jewish and Gentile believers. Paul insisted that salvation 
was not earned but received as a gift through faith.   

This teaching emphasises the universality of the gospel, breaking down barriers of ethnicity 
and law, and affirming that all who believe are justified.   

 

Fill in the blank: Justification by faith means being declared ________ before God through 
faith in Jesus Christ.   

 

4.2.2 Grace and salvation 

Paul’s theology highlights grace, defined as God’s unmerited favour, and salvation, the 
deliverance from sin and death through Christ. Grace is the foundation of salvation, 
ensuring that it is not dependent on human effort but on God’s initiative.   

Paul repeatedly stresses that salvation is a gift, not a reward. This teaching reassures 
believers that their relationship with God rests on divine mercy rather than personal 
achievement.   

 

Fill in the blank: Grace is God’s unmerited _________, and salvation is deliverance from sin 
and death through Christ.   

 

Core 

Concept 
Theological Meaning Key Pauline Text(s) 

Operational 

Breakthrough 

Unmerited 

Favor 

God’s kindness extended to 

people who are entirely 

undeserving. Humanity is 

spiritually dead in sin and 

incapable of earning a right 

standing on its own; grace 

operates despite human 

failure. 

Romans 3:23–24 

"For all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God, 

and all are justified freely 

by his grace..." 

 

Romans 5:8 

"God demonstrates his own 

love for us in this: While we 

were still sinners, Christ 

died for us." 

Eliminates Pre-conditions: 

Strips away the idea that 

one must achieve ethnic, 

ritual, or moral purity 

before God accepts them. 
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Divine 

Initiative 

God acts first. Salvation does 

not begin with human 

seeking or a plea for help; it 

originates purely out of 

God’s sovereign love and 

historic action through the 

life, death, and resurrection 

of Jesus. 

Ephesians 2:4–5 

"But because of his great 

love for us, God, who is 

rich in mercy, made us alive 

with Christ even when we 

were dead in 

transgressions..." 

Reverses the Flow: 

Salvation is not humans 

reaching up to appease an 

angry deity; it is God 

reaching down to rescue 

helpless subjects. 

Gift, Not 

Reward 

Salvation is a free, unilateral 

endowment (charis), not a 

wage or compensation paid 

out for moral performance or 

keeping religious laws. 

Ephesians 2:8–9 

"For it is by grace you have 

been saved, through faith—

and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of 

God—not by works, so that 

no one can boast." 

 

Romans 4:4 

"Now to the one who 

works, wages are not 

credited as a gift but as an 

obligation." 

Destroys Human 

Boasting: Because 

salvation is not a 

paycheck for good 

behavior, no individual 

can claim spiritual 

superiority or merit over 

another. 

 

Box 4.2 Grace and salvation in Paul’s letters   

 

4.2.3 Christology and the cross 

Paul’s Christology centres on the cross, which he presents as both the means of salvation 
and the model for Christian living. The cross demonstrates God’s love and power, 
overturning human expectations of strength and wisdom.   

 

For Paul, the crucifixion is not defeat but victory, reconciling humanity to God and 
establishing the foundation for new life. Believers are called to share in Christ’s death and 
resurrection, living transformed lives marked by humility and service.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s Christology centres on the , which is both the means of salvation 
and the model for Christian living.  

 

Pilot questions 4.2 

1. What does justification by faith mean in Paul’s theology?   
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2. How does Paul define grace and salvation?   

3. Why is salvation described as a gift rather than a reward?   

4. How does Paul’s Christology centre on the cross?   

5. In what ways does the cross serve as both salvation and a model for Christian living?   

 

4.3 Ethics And Christian Living 

Paul’s theology was not only doctrinal but also deeply ethical. He consistently emphasised 
that faith must be expressed in daily life through moral conduct, freedom exercised 
responsibly, and love as the highest virtue. His letters show that Christian living is 
inseparable from theology, as belief and behaviour are meant to align.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul emphasised that faith must be expressed in daily life through moral 
conduct, freedom exercised responsibly, and __________ as the highest virtue.   

 

4.3.1 Moral conduct and community life 

Paul taught that believers should live in a way that reflects their new identity in Christ. This 
includes honesty, purity, humility, and service. He often addressed issues such as 
divisions, immorality, and disputes within communities, urging believers to embody Christ-
like behaviour.   

For Paul, moral conduct was not about legalism but about demonstrating the 
transformative power of the gospel in community life.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul taught that believers should live in a way that reflects their new 
________ in Christ.   

 

Dimension Core Pauline Teaching 
Key Biblical 

References 

Honesty 

Believers must put away falsehood and speak the truth, because 

they are members of one another in Christ. Integrity is a direct 

reflection of putting on the "new self." 

* Ephesians 4:25 

* Colossians 3:9 

Purity 

The body is viewed as a temple of the Holy Spirit, bought at a 

price. Paul calls for sexual purity and holiness, framing moral 

cleanliness as an act of honoring God and respecting the 

community. 

* 1 Corinthians 

6:18–20 

* 1 

Thessalonians 

4:3–5 
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Humility 

Modeled directly after the self-emptying (kenosis) of Jesus 

Christ. Believers are instructed to look out for the interests of 

others above their own, destroying pride and rivalry. 

* Philippians 

2:3–8 

* Romans 12:3 

Service 

Freedom in Christ is not an excuse for self-indulgence, but an 

opportunity to serve one another through love. Spiritual gifts are 

explicitly given to build up the entire community, not for 

personal status. 

* Galatians 5:13 

* 1 Corinthians 

12:4–7 

Community 

Life 

The church is described as a single body with many parts. 

Conduct within the community relies on mutual forbearance, 

peace, forgiveness, and carrying one another's burdens. 

* Romans 12:9–

18 

* Galatians 6:2 

* Colossians 

3:12–15 

Box 4.3 Moral conduct in Pauline ethics   

 

4.3.2 Freedom and responsibility 

Paul emphasised freedom in Christ, meaning believers are no longer bound by the law. 
However, he warned that freedom must not be misused. Instead, it should be exercised 
responsibly, always considering the impact on others.   

For example, in discussions about food offered to idols, Paul taught that while believers 
may have freedom, they should avoid actions that cause others to stumble. Freedom is 
therefore balanced by responsibility and love.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul emphasised freedom in Christ, but warned that it must not be 
_________.   
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Figure 4.4 Freedom and responsibility in Pauline 

ethics   

 

4.3.3 Love as the fulfilment of the law 

For Paul, love was the highest ethical principle. He taught that love fulfils the law because 
it seeks the good of others. In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul describes love as patient, kind, and 
enduring, making it the foundation of Christian living.   

Love is not sentimental but practical, expressed in actions that build up the community 
and reflect Christ’s self-giving nature.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul taught that love fulfils the ___________ because it seeks the good of 
others.   

 

Pilot questions 4.3 

1. What qualities did Paul emphasise in moral conduct?   

2. How does freedom in Christ differ from legalism?   

3. Why must freedom be balanced with responsibility?   

4. What example did Paul use to illustrate responsible freedom?   

5. How does love serve as the fulfilment of the law in Paul’s theology?   

 

4.4 Eschatology And Hope 
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Paul’s theology is deeply eschatological, meaning it looks forward to the ultimate 
fulfilment of God’s plan. His letters emphasise the resurrection, the return of Christ, and 
the hope that sustains believers in times of suffering. These themes remind us that 
Christian faith is not only about present living but also about future expectation.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s theology is deeply ___________, meaning it looks forward to the 
ultimate fulfilment of God’s plan.   

 

4.4.1 Paul’s teaching on resurrection 

Paul taught that the resurrection of Jesus is the cornerstone of Christian faith. Without it, 
faith would be meaningless. He explained that Christ’s resurrection guarantees the future 
resurrection of believers, giving them confidence in eternal life.   

This teaching reassures Christians that death is not the end but a transition into new life 
with God. It also shapes ethical living, as believers are called to live in light of their future 
hope.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul taught that Christ’s resurrection guarantees the future ___________ of 
believers.   

 

4.4.2 The return of Christ 

Paul consistently reminded believers of the return of Christ, which he described as a future 
event bringing judgement and salvation. This expectation encouraged believers to remain 
faithful and prepared.   

The return of Christ was not meant to inspire fear but hope. It assured Christians that 
God’s justice would prevail and that their perseverance would be rewarded.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul described the return of Christ as a future event bringing _________ and 
salvation.  

 

4.4.3 Hope and perseverance in suffering 

Paul emphasised hope as the sustaining force for believers facing trials. He taught that 
suffering produces perseverance, character, and hope. This hope is not vague optimism 
but confidence in God’s promises, grounded in the resurrection and Christ’s return.   

For Paul, hope transforms suffering into a testimony of faith. It enables believers to endure 
hardship with courage, knowing that their present struggles are temporary compared to 
the glory to come.   
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Fill in the blank: Paul taught that suffering produces perseverance, character, and 
________.   

 

Dimension Core Pauline Teaching 
Key Biblical 

References 

Perseverance 

Suffering produces endurance. Rather than causing a believer 

to give up, trials develop the spiritual stamina needed to 

remain steadfast. This perseverance is fueled by the presence 

and comfort of the Holy Spirit. 

* Romans 5:3 

* 2 Corinthians 

1:3–5 

* 2 

Thessalonians 

1:4 

Character 

Endurance yields proven character (dokimē). Passing through 

the fire of suffering refines the believer's inner life, stripping 

away superficiality and conforming their mindset and actions 

closer to the image of Christ. 

* Romans 5:4 

* Philippians 

3:10 

* 2 Corinthians 

4:16–17 

Confidence in 

God’s Promises 

Proven character ultimately strengthens an unshakable hope. 

This confidence rests on the absolute certainty of God’s love, 

His past faithfulness, and the guaranteed promise of ultimate 

resurrection and future glory. 

* Romans 5:4–5 

* Romans 8:18 

* Romans 8:38–

39 

Box 4.4 Hope and perseverance in Paul’s letters   

 

Pilot questions 4.4 

1. Why is resurrection central to Paul’s theology?   

2. How does Christ’s resurrection guarantee believers’ future resurrection?   

3. What does Paul teach about the return of Christ?   

4. How does the return of Christ inspire hope rather than fear?   

5. In what ways does hope sustain believers in times of suffering?   

 

4.5 Implications For Modern Theology 

Paul’s theology continues to shape Christian thought and practice today. His doctrines of 
justification, grace, Christology, ethics, and eschatology are not confined to the first-
century church but remain relevant for contemporary faith communities. By examining 
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how these themes apply to modern contexts, we see the enduring power of Pauline 
theology to guide both personal spirituality and collective church life.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s doctrines are not confined to the first-century church but remain 
_________ for contemporary faith communities.   

 

4.5.1 Relevance of Pauline doctrines for contemporary faith 

Paul’s teaching on justification by faith reassures believers that salvation is grounded in 
God’s grace, not human achievement. This remains vital in a world often driven by 
performance and merit. His Christology, centred on the cross, challenges modern 
Christians to embrace humility and service rather than worldly power.   

Grace and salvation continue to inspire confidence in God’s mercy, while Paul’s ethical 
teachings remind believers to live responsibly and lovingly in diverse societies. His 
eschatological vision of hope sustains faith in times of uncertainty and suffering.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s Christology challenges modern Christians to embrace humility and 
___________ rather than worldly power.   

 

Theological 

Doctrine 
Core Pauline Foundation Contemporary Application & Relevance 

Justification 

Believers are declared righteous 

by God through faith alone (sola 

fide) in Jesus Christ, entirely apart 

from legalistic works or cultural 

boundary markers. 

Counteracts modern "performative cultures" 

and anxieties, reminding individuals that 

human worth and identity are inherently gifts 

from God rather than status symbols earned 

through social metrics, legalism, or personal 

achievements. 

Grace 

God’s unmerited favor (sola 

gratia) that brings radical 

salvation, initiates personal 

transformation, and completely 

breaks down hostile divisions 

among humanity. 

Offers a powerful antidote to secular "cancel 

culture" by establishing a framework for radical 

forgiveness, unconditional acceptance, 

reconciliation, and the restoration of fractured 

communities. 

Christology 

Jesus Christ is the absolute center 

of cosmic reality—fully divine, 

the visible image of God, and the 

supreme model of self-emptying 

humility (kenosis). 

Directly challenges modern consumerism, 

individualism, and the competitive pursuit of 

political or social power by elevating sacrificial 

leadership and a lifestyle centered on serving 

others. 

Ethics Moral conduct is the tangible, 

Spirit-led marketplace 

Provides a robust ethical framework for 

complex contemporary dilemmas (such as 
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demonstration of an inner 

theological reality—moving from 

a focus on personal liberty to 

loving responsibility. 

digital technology, AI, and systemic 

inequality), emphasizing that absolute personal 

freedom must always be balanced by a loving 

responsibility to build up neighbors and the 

broader community. 

Eschatology 

The tension of living in the 

"already but not yet"—the new era 

of salvation has broken through 

via Christ’s resurrection, looking 

forward to the ultimate renewal of 

all creation. 

Fuels active, hopeful resilience in a broken 

world plagued by environmental crises, 

injustice, and suffering; it reframes daily life 

not as a meaningless loop, but as an active, 

hope-filled partnership toward God’s future, 

comprehensive renewal. 

 

Box 4.5 Relevance of Pauline doctrines today   

 

4.5.2 Application in church and society 

Paul’s theology provides a framework for addressing contemporary issues. His emphasis 
on unity and love speaks to divisions in modern churches. His teaching on freedom and 
responsibility offers guidance in navigating ethical dilemmas in pluralistic societies. His 
eschatological hope encourages resilience in the face of global crises, reminding believers 
that God’s promises remain secure.   

 

In society, Pauline theology inspires movements for justice, reconciliation, and service. By 
applying Paul’s insights, churches can remain faithful to their foundations while engaging 
meaningfully with today’s challenges.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s theology inspires movements for justice, ________, and service in 
society.  
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Figure 4.8 Applications of Pauline theology today   

 

Pilot questions 4.5 

1. Why are Paul’s doctrines still relevant for contemporary faith communities?   

2. How does justification by faith challenge modern performance-driven culture?   

3. In what ways does Paul’s Christology shape Christian attitudes toward power?   

4. How can Pauline ethics guide believers in pluralistic societies?   

5. What applications of Pauline theology can be seen in movements for justice and 
reconciliation today?   

Series Summary  
This Series has explored the major theological themes in Paul’s letters, beginning with the 
foundations of Pauline theology shaped by his Jewish background, encounter with Christ, 
and missionary work (SLO 4.1). We then examined the core doctrines of justification by 
faith, grace, salvation, and Christology centred on the cross (SLO 4.2). From there, we 
analysed Paul’s teachings on ethics and Christian living, highlighting moral conduct, 
freedom balanced with responsibility, and love as the fulfilment of the law (SLO 4.3). We 
also studied Paul’s eschatological vision, focusing on resurrection, the return of Christ, 
and hope in suffering (SLO 4.4). Finally, we reflected on the implications for modern 
theology, showing how Paul’s doctrines remain relevant for contemporary faith and society 
(SLO 4.5).   
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By engaging with this Series, learners should now be able to explain the foundations of 
Paul’s theology, identify and describe his core doctrines, analyse his ethical teachings, 
evaluate his eschatological vision, and apply these insights to modern contexts. The Series 
has thus fulfilled its learning outcomes, equipping learners with a comprehensive 
understanding of Paul’s theology and its enduring significance for both church and 
society.   

 

Glossary of Terms  
- Justification by faith: Paul’s teaching that believers are declared righteous before God not 
by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ.   

 

- Grace: God’s unmerited favour, the foundation of salvation, ensuring that it is based on 
divine initiative rather than human effort.   

 

- Salvation: Deliverance from sin and death through Christ, received as a gift of grace.   

 

- Christology: The study of Christ’s nature and role; for Paul, centred on the cross as both 
the means of salvation and the model for Christian living.   

 

- Ethics: Paul’s guidance for Christian living, including moral conduct, responsible 
freedom, and love as the fulfilment of the law.   

 

- Eschatology: Paul’s teaching about the ultimate fulfilment of God’s plan, including 
resurrection, the return of Christ, and final judgement.   

 

- Hope: Confidence in God’s promises, sustaining believers through suffering and pointing 
them toward eternal life.   

 

- Freedom in Christ: Liberation from the law, balanced by responsibility and love to avoid 
causing others to stumble.   

 

- Love: The highest ethical principle in Paul’s theology, fulfilling the law and expressed in 
patient, kind, and enduring actions.   

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 4] 

Objective questions 
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1. Paul’s theology was shaped by his Jewish background, his encounter with , and his 
missionary work. (Linked to SLO 4.1)   

2. Justification by faith means being declared  before God through faith in Jesus Christ. 
(Linked to SLO 4.2)   

3. Grace is God’s unmerited , and salvation is deliverance from sin and death through 
Christ. (Linked to SLO 4.2)   

4. Paul taught that believers should live in a way that reflects their new  in Christ. (Linked to 
SLO 4.3)   

5. Paul described the return of Christ as a future event bringing  and salvation. (Linked to 
SLO 4.4)   

 

Short-answer questions 

6. Explain how Paul’s Jewish background influenced his theology. (Linked to SLO 4.1)   

7. What are the three core doctrines central to Paul’s theology? (Linked to SLO 4.2)   

8. How does Paul balance freedom in Christ with responsibility? (Linked to SLO 4.3)   

9. Why is resurrection considered the cornerstone of Paul’s theology? (Linked to SLO 4.4)   

10. How can Pauline theology be applied to movements for justice and reconciliation 
today? (Linked to SLO 4.5)   

 

Long-answer questions 

11. Analyse Paul’s teaching on justification by faith, grace, and salvation, showing how 
they interconnect. (Linked to SLO 4.2)   

12. Evaluate the ethical implications of Paul’s theology, focusing on freedom, 
responsibility, and love. (Linked to SLO 4.3, SLO 4.5)   

13. Discuss Paul’s eschatological vision and its relevance for modern believers facing 
suffering and uncertainty. (Linked to SLO 4.4, SLO 4.5)   

 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4] 

Objective questions 

1. Christ.   

2. Righteous.   

3. Favour.   
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4. Identity.   

5. Judgement.   

 

Short-answer questions 

6. Paul’s Jewish background gave him a strong foundation in scripture and covenantal 
thinking, shaping his ethical and theological outlook.   

7. Justification by faith, grace and salvation, Christology centred on the cross.   

8. Paul taught that freedom must be exercised responsibly, considering the impact on 
others and guided by love.   

9. Resurrection guarantees believers’ future resurrection and validates the gospel, making 
it central to faith.   

10. Pauline theology inspires justice, reconciliation, and service by emphasising unity, 
love, and hope.   

 

Long-answer questions 

11. Basic response: Justification by faith declares believers righteous through Christ, grace 
is God’s unmerited favour, and salvation is deliverance from sin. These doctrines 
interconnect as grace provides salvation, received through faith.   

   Value-added response: Outstanding learners may note that Paul’s teaching dismantles 
ethnic and legal barriers, creating a universal gospel. They may also highlight how these 
doctrines shaped later theological debates, such as the Reformation emphasis on sola 
fide and sola gratia.   

 

12. Basic response: Paul’s ethics emphasise freedom in Christ, balanced by responsibility, 
and love as the fulfilment of the law. These principles guide believers in moral conduct and 
community life.   

   Value-added response: Outstanding learners may connect Paul’s ethics to modern 
pluralistic societies, showing how responsible freedom can address cultural diversity and 
how love can serve as a foundation for social justice and reconciliation.   

 

13. Basic response: Paul’s eschatology centres on resurrection, Christ’s return, and hope 
in suffering. These themes reassure believers of eternal life and God’s justice.   

   Value-added response: Outstanding learners may explore how Paul’s eschatology 
provides resilience in global crises, offering a theological framework for perseverance. 
They may also note its relevance for pastoral care, encouraging communities to endure 
hardship with confidence in God’s promises.   
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4] 

Pilot questions 4.1 

1. Paul’s theology was shaped by his Jewish background, his encounter with Christ, and his 
missionary work.   

2. His Jewish background gave him a strong foundation in scripture and covenantal 
thinking.   

3. The encounter with Christ transformed his understanding of salvation, shifting focus 
from law to grace.   

4. Missionary work among Gentiles influenced his theology of inclusion.   

5. Paul connected theology with pastoral concerns by addressing real-life challenges like 
disputes, divisions, and persecution.   

 

Pilot questions 4.2 

1. Justification by faith means being declared righteous before God through faith in Jesus 
Christ.   

2. Grace is God’s unmerited favour, and salvation is deliverance from sin and death 
through Christ.   

3. Salvation is described as a gift, not a reward, to emphasise divine initiative.   

4. Paul’s Christology centres on the cross as both salvation and a model for living.   

5. The cross demonstrates God’s love and power, overturning human expectations of 
strength and wisdom.   

 

Pilot questions 4.3 

1. Paul emphasised honesty, purity, humility, and service in moral conduct.   

2. Freedom in Christ means liberation from the law, not legalism.   

3. Freedom must be balanced with responsibility to avoid causing others to stumble.   

4. Paul used the example of food offered to idols to illustrate responsible freedom.   

5. Love fulfils the law because it seeks the good of others.   

 

Pilot questions 4.4 

1. Resurrection is central because it validates the gospel and guarantees believers’ future 
resurrection.   
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2. Christ’s resurrection assures eternal life for believers.   

3. Paul taught that the return of Christ would bring judgement and salvation.   

4. The return of Christ inspires hope, not fear, by assuring God’s justice.   

5. Hope sustains believers in suffering by producing perseverance, character, and 
confidence in God’s promises.   

 

Pilot questions 4.5 

1. Paul’s doctrines remain relevant because they address timeless issues of faith and 
practice.   

2. Justification by faith challenges performance-driven culture by grounding salvation in 
grace.   

3. Paul’s Christology shapes Christian attitudes toward humility and service rather than 
worldly power.   

4. Pauline ethics guide believers in pluralistic societies by balancing freedom with 
responsibility.   

5. Pauline theology inspires movements for justice, reconciliation, and service in modern 
society.   

 

References and Attributions [Series 4] 

- Course document: CRS 106: Pauline Epistles (Learning Outcomes and Course Contents). 
This provided the framework for structuring Series 4.   

 

- Illustrations:   

  - Figure 4.1 Influences on Paul’s theology: AI-generated using the prompt “Create a 
diagram showing influences on Paul’s theology: Jewish tradition, encounter with Christ, 
Gentile mission.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search string: “Pauline 
theology influences diagram open educational resource.”   

  - Box 4.1 Theology and pastoral concerns in Paul’s letters: AI-generated using the prompt 
“Create a table summarising how Paul’s theology addressed pastoral concerns: law vs 
grace, unity, persecution.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search string: 
“Pauline theology pastoral concerns open educational resource.”   

  - Figure 4.2 Justification by faith in Pauline theology: AI-generated using the prompt 
“Create a diagram showing justification by faith: law vs faith, God’s declaration of 
righteousness.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search string: “Paul 
justification by faith diagram open educational resource.”   
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  - Box 4.2 Grace and salvation in Paul’s letters: AI-generated using the prompt “Create a 
table summarising Paul’s teaching on grace and salvation: unmerited favour, divine 
initiative, gift not reward.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search string: “Paul 
grace and salvation summary open educational resource.”   

  - Figure 4.3 Christology and the cross in Pauline theology: AI-generated using the prompt 
“Create a diagram showing Christology in Paul’s letters: cross as salvation, cross as model 
for living.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search string: “Paul Christology 
cross diagram open educational resource.”   

  - Box 4.3 Moral conduct in Pauline ethics: AI-generated using the prompt “Create a table 
summarising Paul’s teaching on moral conduct: honesty, purity, humility, service, 
community life.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search string: “Pauline 
ethics moral conduct open educational resource.”   

  - Figure 4.4 Freedom and responsibility in Pauline ethics: AI-generated using the prompt 
“Create a diagram showing freedom in Christ balanced by responsibility and love.” 
Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search string: “Paul freedom responsibility 
diagram open educational resource.”   

  - Figure 4.5 Love as fulfilment of the law: AI-generated using the prompt “Create a 
diagram showing love as fulfilment of the law: patience, kindness, endurance.” Platform: 
Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search string: “Paul love fulfilment of law diagram open 
educational resource.”   

  - Figure 4.6 Resurrection in Pauline theology: AI-generated using the prompt “Create a 
diagram showing resurrection in Pauline theology: Christ’s resurrection, believers’ 
resurrection, eternal life.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search string: “Paul 
resurrection theology diagram open educational resource.”   

  - Figure 4.7 The return of Christ in Pauline theology: AI-generated using the prompt 
“Create a diagram showing the return of Christ in Pauline theology: judgement, salvation, 
hope.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search string: “Paul return of Christ 
diagram open educational resource.”   

  - Box 4.4 Hope and perseverance in Paul’s letters: AI-generated using the prompt “Create 
a table summarising Paul’s teaching on hope in suffering: perseverance, character, 
confidence in God’s promises.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search string: 
“Paul hope perseverance suffering open educational resource.”   

  - Box 4.5 Relevance of Pauline doctrines today: AI-generated using the prompt “Create a 
table summarising the relevance of Pauline doctrines today: justification, grace, 
Christology, ethics, eschatology.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. Suggested OER search 
string: “modern relevance of Pauline theology open educational resource.”   

  - Figure 4.8 Applications of Pauline theology today: AI-generated using the prompt “Create 
a diagram showing applications of Pauline theology in church and society: unity, ethical 
guidance, resilience, justice, reconciliation, service.” Platform: Microsoft Copilot. 
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Suggested OER search string: “applications of Pauline theology modern church society 
open educational resource.”   

 

- Open Educational Resources (OERs):   

  - Bible Project. (n.d.). Paul’s letters overview. Retrieved from https://bibleproject.com   

  - Open Bible. (n.d.). Pauline epistles themes. Retrieved from https://openbible.info   

  - Wikimedia Commons. (n.d.). Early Christian manuscripts and illustrations. Retrieved 
from https://commons.wikimedia.org   

 

- Referencing style: APA format applied consistently.   

 

Course code: CRS 106 

Course Title: Pauline Epistles  

Unit: 3 Unit 
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Introduction 

The Pauline epistles were written within a complex historical and cultural environment that 
shaped both their content and their reception. Paul’s letters reflect not only theological 
insights but also the realities of his world—Jewish heritage, Roman citizenship, Greco-
Roman culture, and the challenges of early Christian communities. To interpret these 
epistles faithfully, it is essential to understand the historical and cultural context in which 
they were composed.   

The aim of this Series is to explore the background of Paul’s world, including his personal 
heritage, the social and political environment of the Roman Empire, the economic and 
community structures of the time, and the religious landscape that influenced his ministry. 
By situating Paul’s letters within their historical context, learners will gain deeper insight 
into their meaning and relevance.   

We shall begin with Paul’s world and background, examining his Jewish roots, Roman 
citizenship, and exposure to Greco-Roman culture. Next, we will consider the social and 
political environment, including governance under the Roman Empire and the challenges 
of persecution and religious pluralism. We will then explore economic and community life, 
focusing on trade, travel, households, and social classes. Following this, we will study the 
religious context, including Judaism, pagan religions, and emerging Christian 
communities. Finally, we will reflect on the implications of historical context for 
interpreting Paul’s letters today.   

 

Series Learning Outcomes  
By the end of this Series, you should be able to:   

- SLO 5.1: Explain Paul’s personal background, including his Jewish heritage, Roman 
citizenship, and exposure to Greco-Roman culture.   
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- SLO 5.2: Describe the social and political environment of the Roman Empire and its 
impact on early Christian communities.   

- SLO 5.3: Analyse the economic and community structures of Paul’s time, including trade, 
travel, households, and social classes.   

- SLO 5.4: Discuss the religious context of Paul’s ministry, including Judaism, pagan 
religions, and emerging Christian communities.   

- SLO 5.5: Evaluate the implications of historical and cultural context for interpreting 
Pauline epistles today.   

 

5.1 Paul’s World and Background 

Paul’s personal background is essential for understanding his letters. He was a Jew trained 
in the law, a Roman citizen with legal privileges, and a man exposed to Greco-Roman 
culture. These influences shaped his theology, his missionary strategies, and his ability to 
connect with diverse communities.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul was a Jew trained in the law, a Roman citizen, and exposed to 
_________ culture.  

 

5.1.1 Jewish heritage and Roman citizenship 

Paul’s Jewish heritage gave him deep knowledge of the Hebrew Scriptures and traditions. 
He identified strongly with Israel’s covenantal history, which shaped his theology of law, 
grace, and promise. At the same time, his Roman citizenship granted him rights such as 
legal protection and freedom of travel, which aided his missionary work.   

This dual identity—Jewish by birth and Roman by status—enabled Paul to bridge cultural 
divides and speak with authority in both Jewish and Gentile contexts.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s Roman citizenship granted him rights such as legal protection and 
freedom of _______. 

 

5.1.2 Greco-Roman cultural influences 

Paul lived in a world shaped by Greco-Roman culture. This included philosophy, rhetoric, 
and social customs. His letters show familiarity with these traditions, often using rhetorical 
techniques and metaphors drawn from everyday Greco-Roman life (e.g., athletic contests, 
household codes).   
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By engaging with Greco-Roman culture, Paul made the gospel accessible to Gentiles while 
maintaining fidelity to his Jewish roots. His ability to contextualise the message was key to 
the spread of Christianity.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul often used metaphors drawn from everyday Greco-Roman life, such 
as _________ contests and household codes.   

 

Summary of Greco-Roman Influences in Paul's Letters 

Philosophy  
Stoic and Cynic Thought: Paul frequently adopts the ethical vocabulary of 

popular philosophy to connect with his readers. He uses Stoic terms like 
autarkeia ("contentment" or "self-sufficiency" in Philippians 4:11) and 
engages with the idea of a universal moral law written on the heart (Romans 
2:14-15). 

The Virtue/Vice Lists: The cataloging of specific virtues and vices (such as in 
Galatians 5:19-23 or Roman 1:29-31) was a standard instructional tool used 
by Hellenistic moral philosophers to teach ethics and self-control. 

Rhetoric  
The Diatribe: Paul utilizes the diatribe—a conversational, rhetorical style 

popular among street-corner philosophers—characterized by debating a 
hypothetical opponent, asking rapid-fire questions, and using short, forceful 
denials like mē genoito ("May it never be!" or "By no means!" in Romans 6:1). 

Epistolary Conventions: While his letters are longer than typical ancient 
correspondence, they closely follow the standard Greco-Roman letter 
structure: praescriptio (sender, recipient, greeting), pro thanksgiving (health 
wish/thanksgiving), body, and eschatocol (final greetings and blessings). He 
also employs classical rhetorical divisions, using emotional appeals 
(pathos), logical arguments (logos), and character authority (ethos). 

Metaphors  
The Athletic Games: Living near major centers like Corinth (home of the 

Isthmian Games), Paul's audience understood the grit of competition. He 
uses running a race, training the body, and winning the prize wreath to 
illustrate spiritual endurance and discipline (1 Corinthians 9:24-27). 

Civic and Legal Imagery: He draws from Roman civic life, using metaphors of 
adoption (huiothesia), legal justification, triumphal military processions (2 
Corinthians 2:14), and citizenship (politeuma in Philippians 3:20) to explain 
theological transformations in terms his audience legally understood. 

Social Customs  
Patron-Client Networks: Roman society ran on systemic reciprocity—wealthy 

patrons provided protection and resources, while clients offered loyalty and 
public honor. Paul reframes this social fabric to describe grace (charis) as 
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God's ultimate patronal gift, which demands a response of loyalty and 
faithfulness (pistis) from the community. 

The Household Codes (Haustafeln): In letters like Ephesians and Colossians, 
Paul addresses the traditional Greco-Roman household structure (the 
paterfamilias ruling over wife, children, and enslaved people). While he 
retains the conventional form, he significantly alters the dynamics by 
introducing mutual obligations and centering authority on Christ rather than 
cultural privilege. 

Box 5.1 Greco-Roman influences in Paul’s letters   

 

Pilot questions 5.1 

1. How did Paul’s Jewish heritage shape his theology?   

2. What privileges did Roman citizenship give Paul?   

3. Why was Paul’s dual identity significant for his mission?   

4. What Greco-Roman cultural influences are visible in Paul’s letters?   

5. How did Paul contextualise the gospel for Gentile audiences?   

 

5.2 Social and Political Environment 

Paul’s ministry unfolded within the vast Roman Empire, a world marked by political power, 
social hierarchy, and religious diversity. Understanding this environment helps us see why 
his letters often address issues of authority, persecution, and community identity.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s ministry unfolded within the vast ________ Empire, marked by 
political power and social hierarchy.   

 

5.2.1 Roman Empire and governance 

The Roman Empire provided both opportunities and challenges for Paul. Its extensive road 
networks and relative peace (the Pax Romana) enabled travel and communication, which 
facilitated the spread of Christianity. Roman law also offered protection, especially for 
citizens like Paul.   

However, the Empire’s governance was hierarchical and often oppressive. Local rulers and 
officials could be hostile to new religious movements, leading to tension between 
Christians and authorities.   
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Fill in the blank: The Pax Romana enabled travel and communication, facilitating the 
spread of ________.   

 

5.2.2 Persecution and religious pluralism 

Early Christians lived in a pluralistic society where many religions coexisted, including 
Judaism, pagan cults, and emperor worship. This diversity created both opportunities for 
dialogue and challenges of opposition.   

Persecution arose because Christians refused to worship the emperor or participate in 
certain civic rituals. Paul’s letters often encourage perseverance, unity, and hope in the 
face of such hostility.   

 

Fill in the blank: Persecution arose because Christians refused to worship the _________ or 
participate in civic rituals.   

 

Religious 

System / 

Group 

Core Beliefs & 

Practices 

Attitude Toward 

Other Cults 

Nature of Friction 

with Christians 

Typical Outcome / 

Type of Persecution 

Traditional 

Pagan Cults 

(Civic & 

Mystery 

Religions) 

Polytheistic 

worship of 

Olympic and local 

deities (e.g., 

Artemis of 

Ephesus); animal 

sacrifices, trade 

guilds, and civic 

festivals. 

Inclusive: Highly 

pluralistic. 

Syncretism 

(blending gods 

together) was 

standard practice. 

Economic & Social: 

Christians boycotted 

festivals, refused to 

buy sacrificial meat, 

and abandoned 

trade guilds tied to 

patron gods. 

Local Riots & Mob 

Violence: Spontaneous 

social backlash, 

business boycotts, and 

legal accusations of 

"atheism" (denying the 

civic gods), as seen in 

Ephesus (Acts 19). 

Imperial 

Cult 

(Emperor 

Worship) 

Veneration of the 

Emperor as divine 

(Augustus, Kyrios, 

Divi Filius); 

loyalty 

demonstrated 

through public 

incense offerings 

and oaths. 

Civic Benchmark: 

Functioned as a 

political loyalty 

test across 

provinces rather 

than an exclusive 

theological faith. 

Political Treason: 

Christians confessed 

Jesus as Lord 

(Kyrios) instead of 

Caesar, directly 

challenging the 

absolute authority 

claims of the 

empire. 

State-Sanctioned 

Execution: Sporadic in 

the mid-first century 

(local to Rome under 

Nero), hardening into 

systematic treason 

trials under later 

emperors for refusing 

to sacrifice to Caesar's 

image. 

Second 

Temple 

Judaism 

Strict monotheism; 

devotion to the 

Torah, 

circumcision, 

Sabbath-keeping, 

Exclusive but 

Protected: 

Remained strictly 

monotheistic but 

held an ancient 

Theological & 

Communal: Paul’s 

mission extended 

covenant blessings 

to Gentiles without 

Synagogue Discipline: 

Paul faced intra-

communal judicial 

penalties, including 

the "forty stripes 
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and dietary laws; 

identity rooted in 

covenant election. 

legal exemption 

(religio licita) 

from Roman 

pagan sacrifices. 

requiring Torah 

observance, which 

traditional factions 

viewed as 

subverting Jewish 

identity. 

minus one" (2 

Corinthians 11:24) and 

expulsion from 

communal protections. 

Early 

Christian 

Movement 

Radical 

monotheism 

focused on the 

resurrected Jesus as 

cosmic Lord; 

rejection of all 

other gods; highly 

evangelistic across 

ethnic lines. 

Strictly Exclusive: 

Denied the reality 

or legitimacy of all 

pagan deities, 

civic spirits, and 

imperial divine 

claims. 

Self-perceived as 

the faithful 

fulfillment of 

Israel's scriptures, 

but perceived by 

others as an 

existential threat to 

civic peace and 

social order. 

Multi-Layered 

Vulnerability: Trapped 

between Jewish 

communal rejection 

(losing legal 

protection) and Roman 

civic hostility (for 

abandoning public 

religious duties). 

 

Box 5.2 Persecution and pluralism in Paul’s world   

 

Pilot questions 5.2 

1. How did the Roman Empire’s infrastructure support Paul’s missionary work?   

2. What protections did Roman law provide for citizens like Paul?   

3. Why did local rulers sometimes oppose Christian communities?   

4. What forms of religious pluralism existed in Paul’s world?   

5. How did persecution shape Paul’s pastoral encouragement to believers?   

 

5.3 Economic and Community Life 

Paul’s letters reflect the realities of everyday life in the Roman world—trade, travel, urban 
centres, households, and social classes. These economic and social structures shaped 
the communities he addressed and influenced the metaphors and examples he used in his 
teaching.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s letters reflect the realities of everyday life in the Roman world, 
including trade, travel, urban centres, households, and _________ classes.   

 

5.3.1 Trade, travel, and urban centres 

The Roman Empire was interconnected through trade routes and urban centres. Paul’s 
missionary journeys often took him to major cities like Corinth, Ephesus, and Rome, where 
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commerce and culture thrived. These cities provided fertile ground for spreading the 
gospel, as diverse populations gathered there.   

Travel was made possible by Roman roads and sea routes, though it was often dangerous. 
Paul’s letters sometimes reference the challenges of travel, showing his determination to 
reach communities despite hardship.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s missionary journeys often took him to major ________ like Corinth, 
Ephesus, and Rome.  

 

 

 
Figure 5.1 Trade and urban centres in Paul’s world   

 

5.3.2 Household structures and social classes 

Households in Paul’s time were central to community life. They included extended family, 
servants, and sometimes business operations. Early Christian gatherings often took place 
in homes, making household structures vital for the church’s growth.   

Social classes ranged from elites and citizens to freedmen and slaves. Paul’s letters 
acknowledge these realities, urging believers to live out equality and unity in Christ despite 
social divisions. His teaching on household codes reflects both the cultural norms of the 
time and the transformative ethic of the gospel.   

 

Fill in the blank: Early Christian gatherings often took place in , making household 
structures vital for the church’s growth.   
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Household 

Structure/Social 

Class 

Role and Social Standing 
Influence on Early Christian 

Gatherings 

Paterfamilias 

(Elites/Patrons) 

The oldest living male of the familia, 

possessing near-absolute legal and 

religious authority over all members. 

He owned all family property and 

controlled descendants in the male 

line, regardless of their age. A few 

elites (senators, equestrians, wealthy 

local rulers) made up less than 3% of 

the total population, but held nearly all 

political power. 

The conversion of a paterfamilias 

often led to the whole household 

converting (e.g., Cornelius, Lydia, the 

Philippian jailer). Early house 

churches frequently relied on the 

patronage and financial support of 

wealthy members (including wealthy 

widows) who could provide large 

domestic spaces for worship. 

Extended Family 

Consisted of the materfamilias (the 

wife and mother, who had no legal 

control over her children but managed 

the home), their children, and 

sometimes their sons' families. 

Relationships were intensely 

hierarchical. Lower average life 

expectancy meant that while multi-

generational households were legally 

possible, they were practically rare. 

Ties of kinship were disrupted. Early 

teachings sometimes set household 

members against one another (Matt. 

10:35), yet the "household codes" in 

the epistles also provided new ethical 

guidelines for traditional 

relationships, emphasizing mutual 

respect alongside obedience. 

Freedmen (Liberti) 

Former slaves who had been legally 

set free (manumitted) but remained 

morally and economically bound to 

their previous masters (now patrons). 

Though they gained citizenship, they 

suffered certain legal and social 

disabilities and were considered part 

of the familia, taking their patron's 

name. 

Many freedmen were skilled artisans 

or managed businesses, forming a 

significant portion of the urban lower 

class who embraced Christianity. 

Their complex status—free but 

dependent—challenged traditional 

social boundaries within the church. 

Slaves (Servi) and 

Servants 

Slaves were a constant presence, 

viewed legally as property. They were 

wet nurses, teachers, farmhands, and 

house managers. While some was 

treated with kindness, many suffered 

tough conditions and sexual 

exploitation. They could not legally 

marry or ordain without their master's 

consent. 

Slaves made up a large part of early 

Christian communities. While they 

were not explicitly promoted for 

liberation, the New Testament offered 

them a new identity as God's 

"servants" and required masters to 

treat them with justice and fairness 

(Col. 4:1). They and their masters 

were now spiritual equals, or "siblings 

in Christ" (1 Cor. 12:13). 
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Christian 

Gatherings (House 

Churches) 

Informal, home-based services, often 

centered on a communal meal (the 

"Agape" or love feast). They 

transcended the rigid social 

stratification of the day, bringing 

together various social classes, who 

would otherwise not meet in an 

intimate setting, to form a new 

"brotherhood and sisterhood" bound 

by love and rite. 

By mixing elites, freedmen, and 

slaves, Christian gatherings created a 

unique social reality, sometimes 

causing conflict (1 Cor. 11:21-22) but 

also presenting a radical model of 

social care, including supporting the 

poor, prisoners, and widows. 

 

Box 5.3 Household structures and social classes   

 

Pilot questions 5.3 

1. How did trade and urban centres support Paul’s missionary work?   

2. What challenges did Paul face in travel across the Roman Empire?   

3. Why were households important for the growth of early Christian communities?   

4. What social classes existed in Paul’s world, and how did they affect church life?   

5. How did Paul’s teaching on household codes reflect both cultural norms and Christian 
ethics?   

 

5.4 Religious Context 

Paul’s ministry unfolded in a diverse religious landscape. Judaism, pagan religions, and 
emerging Christian communities all shaped the environment in which he preached and 
wrote. Understanding this context helps us see why his letters often address issues of law, 
idolatry, and community identity.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s ministry unfolded in a diverse religious landscape shaped by 
Judaism, pagan religions, and emerging ____________ communities.   

 

5.4.1 Judaism and the law 

Paul was deeply rooted in Judaism. He knew the law, traditions, and covenantal promises. 
His letters often wrestle with the role of the law in salvation, emphasising that 
righteousness comes through faith in Christ rather than works of the law.   

This tension between law and grace was central to Paul’s mission, especially as he sought 
to include Gentiles in the covenant community.   
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Fill in the blank: Paul emphasised that righteousness comes through faith in  rather than 
works of the law.   

 

Theological 

Dimension 
Core Concept & Pauline Perspective 

Application to Early Christian 

Communities 

Knowledge 

of Scripture 

Paul did not view the Old Testament (the 

Tanakh) as obsolete; it was his primary 

authority. He relied on the Septuagint 

(Greek translation) to prove that Jesus 

was the fulfillment of Israel's prophetic 

tradition. For Paul, the scriptures were 

"holy, righteous, and good" (Rom. 7:12), 

serving as the foundational narrative for 

the early Church. 

He used extensive scriptural 

argumentation (midrashic interpretation) 

to teach Gentile converts. He argued that 

Gentile inclusion without circumcision 

was actually prophesied in the scriptures, 

using figures like Abraham to show that 

faith preceded the giving of the Law. 

Covenantal 

Promises 

Paul maintained that God’s covenant 

with Israel was irrevocable (Rom. 

11:29). However, he radically redefined 

who belongs to the covenant family. He 

argued that the true "children of 

Abraham" are not defined by physical 

descent or ethnic markers, but by sharing 

the same faith that Abraham 

demonstrated. 

This reshaped the identity of the early 

Church. Gentiles were not joining a new 

religion, but were being "grafted" into 

the olive tree of Israel. They became full 

heirs to the blessings and promises made 

to the patriarchs, erasing ethnic 

hierarchies within the community. 

Law vs. 

Grace 

This is the crux of Paul's theological 

tension. Paul argued that the Mosaic Law 

(Torah) was a temporary guardian (or 

paidagogos) meant to point out sin and 

lead humanity to Christ (Gal. 3:24). 

Salvation and justification come strictly 

through grace (charis) via faith in Jesus, 

not by performing "works of the law" 

(such as circumcision, food laws, and 

Sabbath keeping). 

This created intense debate with Jewish-

Christian traditionalists (Judaizers) who 

insisted Gentiles must keep the Law to 

be saved. Paul firmly resisted this, 

asserting that requiring Law-keeping for 

salvation nullified Christ's death. Instead, 

believers are called to fulfill the "law of 

Christ" through love, guided by the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

Box 5.4 Judaism and the law in Paul’s theology   

 

 

5.4.2 Pagan religions and cults 
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The Greco-Roman world was filled with pagan religions and cults, including worship of 
gods like Zeus, Artemis, and local deities. Emperor worship was also widespread. Paul’s 
letters often warn against idolatry, urging believers to remain faithful to Christ.   

These pagan practices posed challenges for new Christians, especially in cities where civic 
life was intertwined with religious rituals. Paul’s teaching helped believers navigate these 
pressures.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s letters often warn against ________, urging believers to remain 
faithful to Christ.   

 

 

 
Figure 5.4 Pagan religions in Paul’s world   

 

5.4.3 Emerging Christian communities 

Paul’s letters were written to emerging Christian communities in cities like Corinth, 
Thessalonica, and Philippi. These communities faced challenges of identity, unity, and 
persecution. Paul encouraged them to remain faithful, live ethically, and hold fast to hope 
in Christ.   

The growth of these communities marked the beginning of Christianity as a distinct 
movement, separate from Judaism and pagan religions.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s letters were written to emerging Christian communities in cities like 
Corinth, ___________, and Philippi.   
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Challenge 

Dimension 
Core Conflict & Nature of Pressure Examples & Pauline Responses 

Identity & 

Boundary 

Markers 

Defining who belongs. As the movement 

rapidly expanded beyond its Jewish origins, 

a major crisis emerged: Did Gentile 

converts have to adopt Jewish identity 

markers (circumcision, dietary laws, 

Sabbath keeping) to be full members of 

God's covenant? 

* The Crisis: Jewish-Christian 

traditionalists argued that 

circumcision was mandatory for 

salvation (Galatians). 

* Paul’s Response: He fiercely 

countered that justification is by 

faith in Christ alone. Forcing 

Gentiles to follow the Mosaic Law 

undermined the cross (Gal. 2:16). 

Unity across 

Social Divides 

Bridging deep societal stratifications. Early 

house churches brought together people 

who would never normally socialize on 

equal terms—masters and slaves, elites and 

the impoverished, Jews and Greeks. 

Translating theological equality into daily 

practice was incredibly difficult. 

* The Crisis: In Corinth, wealthy 

believers ate wealthy foods at the 

communal Love Feast (Agape) 

before working-class members or 

slaves arrived, leaving the poor 

hungry (1 Cor. 11:21). 

* Paul’s Response: He rebuked 

them for humiliating the poor and 

fracturing the "body of Christ," 

restructuring how they practiced 

communion. 

Persecution & 

Social Friction 

Surviving a hostile environment. While 

empire-wide, systematic state persecution 

had not yet peaked, local communities faced 

severe social friction. Christians were 

viewed with suspicion as subversives 

because they refused to participate in the 

imperial cult or civic pagan sacrifices, 

threatening local economies and family 

honor. 

* The Crisis: Believers faced 

localized hostility, verbal abuse, 

economic alienation, and physical 

violence from both civic leaders 

and family members (1 Thess. 

2:14). 

* Paul’s Response: He reframed 

suffering not as defeat, but as a sign 

of their alignment with Christ. He 

exhorted them to endure with hope 

and not to retaliate. 

Ethical Living 

& 

Sanctification 

Navigating pagan cultural norms. Converts 

brought their old habits into the church. 

Living in highly sexualized and consumer-

driven Greco-Roman urban centers, early 

Christians struggled to adopt a completely 

new, restrictive moral framework based on 

holiness, sacrificial love, and sexual ethics. 

* The Crisis: Widespread issues 

with sexual immorality (including 

incest in Corinth), lawsuits between 

believers in public courts, and 

confusion over eating food 

sacrificed to pagan idols. 
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* Paul’s Response: He offered 

practical ethical codes, reminding 

them that their bodies were 

"temples of the Holy Spirit" (1 Cor. 

6:19) and calling them to a standard 

of love that yields individual rights 

for the sake of the weaker 

community member. 

 

Box 5.5 Emerging Christian communities   

 

Pilot questions 5.4 

1. How did Paul’s Jewish background influence his teaching on the law?   

2. What pagan religions and cults existed in Paul’s world?   

3. Why did Paul warn against idolatry in his letters?   

4. What challenges did emerging Christian communities face?   

5. How did Paul encourage these communities to remain faithful and united?   

 

5.5 Implications for Interpretation 

Paul’s letters cannot be fully understood apart from their historical and cultural context. 
His Jewish heritage, Roman citizenship, Greco-Roman influences, and the realities of the 
Empire all shaped his writing. Recognising these factors helps modern readers avoid 
misinterpretation and appreciate the richness of his message.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s letters cannot be fully understood apart from their _________ and 
cultural context.   

 

5.5.1 How context shapes meaning 

The meaning of Paul’s letters is closely tied to the circumstances of his time. For example, 
his teaching on freedom and responsibility reflects the pluralistic society of the Roman 
Empire, while his household codes address the realities of social hierarchy.   

By situating Paul’s theology within its context, we see that his letters are not abstract 
doctrines but practical guidance for communities navigating real challenges.   

 

Fill in the blank: Paul’s household codes addressed the realities of social _________ in the 
Roman world.   
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Figure 5.5 Context shaping meaning in Paul’s letters   

 

 

 

5.5.2 Lessons for modern readers 

For modern readers, understanding Paul’s context provides lessons in interpretation. It 
reminds us to read scripture with sensitivity to its original setting, while also applying its 
principles to contemporary life.   

Paul’s letters show how theology engages with culture, politics, and society. This 
encourages believers today to live faithfully in their own contexts, balancing timeless 
truths with cultural awareness.   

 

Fill in the blank: Understanding Paul’s context reminds modern readers to read scripture 
with sensitivity to its original ___________.   

 

Interpretive 

Lesson 
Description & Historical Grounding Application to Contemporary Life 

Sensitivity to 

Context 

Understanding the "Why" behind the 

"What." Paul’s letters were 

circumstantial, written to specific 

communities facing explicit local 

issues (e.g., handling food sacrificed to 

idols in Corinth, or combating legalism 

in Galatia). Separating universal 

theological principles from temporary 

cultural applications is critical. 

* Discerning Core Principles: Modern 

readers learn to look for the underlying 

theological rationale (such as love, 

unity, and modesty) rather than 

universally applying first-century 

cultural expressions (like head 

coverings or specific ancient legal 

arguments). 

Application to 

Contemporary 

Life 

Balancing freedom with communal 

responsibility. In the Roman Empire, 

social hierarchy and individual status 

dictated behavior. Paul reframed 

"freedom" not as individualistic license 

to do whatever one wants, but as the 

liberation to serve others in love, 

prioritizing the vulnerable. 

* Navigating Individualism: It 

challenges modern, individual-centric 

cultures to reconsider personal rights. It 

asks believers to voluntarily limit their 

personal freedom in areas of 

entertainment, lifestyle, or consumer 

choices if those choices harm or cause 

friction within their broader community. 

Theology 

Engaging 

Culture 

Subverting norms from within. Paul 

did not tell believers to violently 

overthrow the Roman social structure, 

nor did he tell them to conform to it. 

Instead, he took existing structures—

* Constructive Cultural Engagement: It 

provides a model for how modern 

communities can engage with 

contemporary institutions (corporate 

structures, governance, family systems). 
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like the highly patriarchal Roman 

Household Codes—and infused them 

with a radical, Christ-centered ethics of 

mutual submission and love. 

Instead of complete isolation or total 

assimilation, it encourages transforming 

these spaces from within through 

justice, fairness, and equality. 

 

Box 5.6 Lessons for modern readers   

 

Pilot questions 5.5 

1. Why is historical context important for interpreting Paul’s letters?   

2. How does context shape the meaning of Paul’s teaching on freedom and responsibility?   

3. What do household codes reveal about Paul’s engagement with social hierarchy?   

4. How can modern readers apply Paul’s principles while respecting his historical 
context?   

5. What lessons does Paul’s contextual theology offer for engaging culture today?   

 

Series Summary  
This Series has examined the historical and cultural background of Paul’s letters, 
beginning with his world and background—his Jewish heritage, Roman citizenship, and 
Greco-Roman influences (SLO 5.1). We then explored the social and political environment 
of the Roman Empire, highlighting governance, persecution, and religious pluralism (SLO 
5.2). Next, we analysed economic and community life, focusing on trade, travel, urban 
centres, households, and social classes (SLO 5.3). We studied the religious context, 
including Judaism, pagan religions, and the challenges faced by emerging Christian 
communities (SLO 5.4). Finally, we reflected on the implications for interpretation, 
showing how historical context shapes meaning and offers lessons for modern readers 
(SLO 5.5).   

By engaging with this Series, learners should now be able to explain Paul’s personal 
background, describe the Roman world’s social and political structures, analyse 
economic and community life, discuss the religious diversity of his time, and evaluate how 
these contexts influence interpretation today. This Series has thus fulfilled its learning 
outcomes, equipping learners with the ability to read Paul’s letters with historical 
sensitivity and apply their insights to contemporary faith and practice.   

 

Glossary Of Terms [Series 5] 
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- Roman citizenship: A legal status granting rights such as protection under Roman law, 
freedom of travel, and appeal to Caesar. Paul’s citizenship gave him unique advantages in 
his missionary work.   

 

- Pax Romana: A period of relative peace and stability across the Roman Empire that 
facilitated trade, travel, and communication, enabling the spread of Christianity.   

 

- Household codes: Instructions Paul gave to households regarding relationships between 
husbands and wives, parents and children, masters and slaves. They reflect both cultural 
norms and Christian ethics.   

 

- Idolatry: The worship of false gods or participation in pagan rituals. Paul consistently 
warned believers to avoid idolatry and remain faithful to Christ.   

 

- Religious pluralism: The coexistence of multiple religions in the Roman Empire, including 
Judaism, pagan cults, and emperor worship. This diversity created both opportunities and 
challenges for early Christians.   

 

- Emerging Christian communities: Small groups of believers in cities like Corinth, 
Thessalonica, and Philippi who faced challenges of identity, unity, and persecution while 
forming the foundation of the church.   

 

- Persecution: Hostility faced by Christians for refusing emperor worship and civic rituals, 
often leading to suffering and imprisonment.   

 

- Greco-Roman influences: Elements of philosophy, rhetoric, and social customs that 
shaped Paul’s communication style and metaphors in his letters.   

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 5] 

Objective questions 

1. Paul’s dual identity included his Jewish heritage and  citizenship. (Linked to SLO 5.1)   

2. The Pax Romana facilitated trade, travel, and the spread of . (Linked to SLO 5.2)   

3. Early Christian gatherings often took place in , making household structures vital for 
growth. (Linked to SLO 5.3)   

4. Paul consistently warned against , urging believers to remain faithful to Christ. (Linked to 
SLO 5.4)   
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5. Historical context helps modern readers avoid  when interpreting Paul’s letters. (Linked 
to SLO 5.5)   

 

Short-answer questions 

6. How did Paul’s Roman citizenship benefit his missionary work? (Linked to SLO 5.1)   

7. What role did the Pax Romana play in the spread of Christianity? (Linked to SLO 5.2)   

8. Why were households central to the growth of early Christian communities? (Linked to 
SLO 5.3)   

9. What challenges did emerging Christian communities face in Paul’s time? (Linked to 
SLO 5.4)   

10. How does historical context shape the meaning of Paul’s letters for modern readers? 
(Linked to SLO 5.5)   

 

Long-answer questions 

11. Analyse how Paul’s Jewish heritage, Roman citizenship, and Greco-Roman influences 
shaped his theology and mission. (Linked to SLO 5.1)   

12. Evaluate the impact of the Roman Empire’s governance, persecution, and religious 
pluralism on the spread of Christianity. (Linked to SLO 5.2, SLO 5.4)   

13. Discuss the significance of household structures and social classes in Paul’s letters, 
and how they inform Christian ethics today. (Linked to SLO 5.3, SLO 5.5)   

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5] 

Objective questions 

1. Roman.   

2. Christianity.   

3. Homes.   

4. Idolatry.   

5. Misinterpretation.   

 

Short-answer questions 

6. Roman citizenship gave Paul legal protection, freedom of travel, and the right to appeal 
to Caesar.   
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7. The Pax Romana created stability and infrastructure that allowed Christianity to spread 
quickly across the Empire.   

8. Households provided spaces for worship, fellowship, and teaching, making them vital 
for the early church.   

9. Emerging Christian communities faced challenges of identity, unity, persecution, and 
cultural pressures.   

10. Historical context reveals that Paul’s letters addressed real-life issues, helping modern 
readers apply principles faithfully.   

 

Long-answer questions 

11. Basic response: Paul’s Jewish heritage grounded him in scripture, his Roman 
citizenship gave him legal privileges, and Greco-Roman culture influenced his 
communication style.   

   Value-added response: Outstanding learners may note how this combination allowed 
Paul to bridge cultural divides, contextualise the gospel, and model inclusivity in mission.   

 

12. Basic response: The Roman Empire’s governance provided infrastructure but also 
created hostility. Persecution and pluralism challenged Christians but strengthened their 
unity.   

   Value-added response: Outstanding learners may connect these dynamics to modern 
contexts, showing how faith communities thrive under pressure and engage pluralistic 
societies with resilience.   

 

13. Basic response: Household structures and social classes shaped early Christian 
gatherings and ethics. Paul taught unity in Christ despite divisions.   

   Value-added response: Outstanding learners may explore how Paul’s teaching 
challenges modern hierarchies, offering principles for equality, justice, and ethical living in 
diverse communities.   

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5] 

Pilot questions 5.1 

1. Paul’s Jewish heritage shaped his theology by grounding him in scripture, covenantal 
promises, and traditions.   

2. Roman citizenship gave him legal protection, freedom of travel, and the right to appeal 
to Caesar.   
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3. His dual identity allowed him to bridge Jewish and Gentile contexts, strengthening his 
mission.   

4. Greco-Roman influences are visible in his use of rhetoric, philosophy, and metaphors 
like athletic contests.   

5. Paul contextualised the gospel by using familiar cultural references while remaining 
faithful to Christ.   

 

Pilot questions 5.2 

1. The Roman Empire’s infrastructure, especially roads and peace under the Pax Romana, 
supported Paul’s missionary work.   

2. Roman law protected citizens like Paul, enabling him to appeal against unjust 
treatment.   

3. Local rulers opposed Christians because they disrupted civic rituals and challenged 
emperor worship.   

4. Religious pluralism included Judaism, pagan cults, and emperor worship.   

5. Persecution shaped Paul’s encouragement, urging believers to persevere and remain 
united.   

 

Pilot questions 5.3 

1. Trade and urban centres provided diverse audiences for Paul’s preaching.   

2. Travel was dangerous, involving risks at sea and on land, but Paul persevered.   

3. Households were central as venues for worship, fellowship, and teaching.   

4. Social classes included elites, freedmen, and slaves, influencing church dynamics.   

5. Paul’s household codes reflected cultural norms but infused them with Christian ethics 
of unity and love.   

 

Pilot questions 5.4 

1. Paul’s Jewish background influenced his teaching by emphasising faith in Christ over 
works of the law.   

2. Pagan religions included worship of gods like Zeus and Artemis, as well as emperor 
cults.   

3. Paul warned against idolatry because it compromised loyalty to Christ.   

4. Emerging Christian communities faced challenges of identity, unity, and persecution.   
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5. Paul encouraged them with teachings on faith, ethical living, and hope in Christ.   

 

Pilot questions 5.5 

1. Historical context is important because it prevents misinterpretation of Paul’s letters.   

2. Context shaped his teaching on freedom and responsibility by addressing pluralistic 
societies.   

3. Household codes reveal Paul’s engagement with social hierarchy while promoting unity 
in Christ.   

4. Modern readers can apply Paul’s principles by respecting his context and adapting them 
to today’s challenges.   

5. Paul’s contextual theology offers lessons for engaging culture with faith, resilience, and 
justice.   
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