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Course title: Glassblowing Practical  
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Series 1: Properties and Types of Glass for 

Laboratory Use 

Part 1 Properties of glass in general use 

1.1.1 Physical and chemical properties of glass 

1.1.2 Thermal properties: annealing, thermal resistance, and expansion 

1.1.3 Manufacturers’ symbols and what they represent 

Part 2 Types of glass used for laboratory wares 

1.2.1 Common types of laboratory glass (e.g., borosilicate, soda-lime) 

1.2.2 Specialised glass types (e.g., quartz, lead glass) 

1.2.3 Comparative advantages of different glass types 

Part 3 Identification methods for laboratory glass 

1.3.1 Visual and physical identification methods 

1.3.2 Testing for working temperatures and coefficient of expansion 

1.3.3 Correlation of properties for laboratory applications 

 

 

Introduction 

Glass is one of the most versatile materials used in laboratories, yet its properties and types are 

often taken for granted. From test tubes to specialised apparatus, the choice of glass determines 

how safely and effectively experiments can be carried out. Understanding the properties of glass, 

the symbols used by manufacturers, and the different types available for laboratory use is 

therefore essential for anyone learning the art and science of glassblowing. This Series sets the 

foundation for practical skills by helping you appreciate the material you will be working with. 

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the properties and types of laboratory glass, and to 

equip you with the knowledge needed to identify, classify, and evaluate glass materials for 

practical applications in laboratory settings. 

We shall commence this Series by examining the properties of glass in general use, including its 

physical, chemical, and thermal characteristics, as well as the meaning of manufacturers’ 
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symbols. Next, we will move on to the types of glass commonly used for laboratory wares, 

considering both standard and specialised varieties and their comparative advantages. Finally, we 

will wrap up by exploring identification methods, focusing on visual and physical techniques, 

working temperatures, and the coefficient of expansion, so that you can confidently select and 

apply the right glass for laboratory practice. 

 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

define the physical and chemical properties of glass in general use, 

explain the thermal properties of glass, including annealing, thermal resistance, and 

expansion, 

interpret manufacturers’ symbols and state what they represent, 

classify the types of glass commonly used for laboratory wares, 

describe specialised types of laboratory glass and their distinctive features, 

analyse the comparative advantages of different types of laboratory glass, 

demonstrate methods for identifying laboratory glass through visual and physical 

examination, 

determine the working temperatures and coefficient of expansion of selected glass types, and 

evaluate how the correlation of glass properties influences its suitability for laboratory 

applications. 

 

1.1 Properties of Glass in General Use 

1.1.1 Physical and chemical properties of glass 

Glass is a non-crystalline, often transparent material formed by cooling molten substances 

without allowing them to crystallise. Its physical properties include transparency, hardness, 

brittleness, and resistance to chemical attack. Its chemical properties vary depending on 

composition, but generally glass is resistant to many acids, though it can be attacked by strong 

alkalis and hydrofluoric acid. These properties make glass suitable for laboratory wares, where 

clarity and chemical resistance are essential. 

Fill in the blank: Glass is resistant to many __________ but can be attacked by strong alkalis and 

hydrofluoric acid. 
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Figure 1.1 Physical and chemical properties of glass 

 

 

1.1.2 Thermal properties: annealing, thermal resistance, and expansion 

Annealing is the process of slowly cooling heated glass to relieve internal stresses. This ensures 

durability and reduces the risk of cracking. Thermal resistance refers to the ability of glass to 

withstand rapid temperature changes without breaking. Coefficient of expansion is a measure of 

how much glass expands when heated. Laboratory glass must have a low coefficient of 

expansion to resist thermal shock during heating and cooling. 

Fill in the blank: The process of slowly cooling heated glass to relieve internal stresses is called 

__________. 
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Plate 1.1 Annealing process in glass production 

 

 

1.1.3 Manufacturers’ symbols and what they represent 

Manufacturers often mark laboratory glassware with symbols that indicate its properties. These 

may include the type of glass, its coefficient of expansion, recommended working temperature, 

and resistance to chemicals. Recognising these symbols helps users select the right glassware for 

specific laboratory tasks. For example, borosilicate glass may be marked with a symbol 

indicating its low expansion and high thermal resistance. 

Fill in the blank: Manufacturers’ symbols on laboratory glassware indicate properties such as 

coefficient of __________ and working temperature. 

Common manufacturers’ symbols on laboratory glassware 

Borosilicate glass: low expansion, high thermal resistance. 
Soda-lime glass: moderate expansion, lower thermal resistance. 
Quartz glass: very high thermal resistance, negligible expansion. 
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Pilot questions 1.1 

Define glass and state two of its physical properties. 
Which acid can attack glass? 
What is annealing? 
Why must laboratory glass have a low coefficient of expansion? 
What information do manufacturers’ symbols provide on laboratory glassware? 

 

1.2 Types of Glass Used for Laboratory Wares 

1.2.1 Common types of laboratory glass 

Borosilicate glass is a type of glass containing silica and boron trioxide, known for its low 

coefficient of expansion and high resistance to thermal shock. It is widely used in laboratory 

wares such as beakers, flasks, and test tubes. Soda-lime glass is composed mainly of silica, soda, 

and lime. It is cheaper and more common but less resistant to heat and chemicals compared to 

borosilicate glass. 

Fill in the blank: The type of glass that contains silica and boron trioxide, and resists thermal 

shock, is called __________ glass. 

 
Figure 1.2 Common types of laboratory glass 

 

 

1.2.2 Specialised glass types 
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Quartz glass is made from pure silica and has very high thermal resistance, making it suitable 

for high-temperature applications. It is often used in furnaces and specialised laboratory 

equipment. Lead glass, which contains lead oxide, is valued for its high refractive index and is 

sometimes used in optical instruments. These specialised glasses are chosen when ordinary 

laboratory glass cannot meet the demands of specific experiments. 

Fill in the blank: Glass made from pure silica with very high thermal resistance is called 

__________ glass. 

Plate 1.2 Specialised laboratory glass types 

 

 

1.2.3 Comparative advantages of different glass types 

Each type of laboratory glass has its own comparative advantages. Borosilicate glass is durable 

and resistant to heat, making it ideal for general laboratory use. Soda-lime glass is inexpensive 

and suitable for simple applications where high thermal resistance is not required. Quartz glass 

withstands extreme temperatures, while lead glass is useful in optical applications. Selecting the 

right glass depends on the intended use, cost considerations, and safety requirements. 

Fill in the blank: The type of glass most suitable for general laboratory use due to its durability 

and heat resistance is __________ glass. 
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Comparative advantages of laboratory glass types 

Borosilicate glass: durable, heat resistant, widely used. 
Soda-lime glass: inexpensive, suitable for simple applications. 
Quartz glass: withstands extreme temperatures. 
Lead glass: high refractive index, useful in optics. 

 
 

 

Pilot questions 1.2 

What is borosilicate glass commonly used for in laboratories? 
State one limitation of soda-lime glass. 
Which type of glass is made from pure silica? 
What property makes lead glass useful in optical instruments? 
Why is borosilicate glass preferred for general laboratory use? 

 

1.3 Identification Methods for Laboratory Glass 

1.3.1 Visual and physical identification methods 

Identification methods are techniques used to recognise the type and properties of laboratory 

glass. Visual identification involves observing the colour, clarity, and markings on the glass. 

For example, borosilicate glass often has a clear appearance and may carry manufacturer 

symbols indicating low expansion. Physical identification includes checking the weight, 

thickness, and feel of the glass. These methods are quick and practical for everyday laboratory 

use. 

Fill in the blank: Observing the colour, clarity, and markings on glass is known as __________ 

identification. 
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Plate 1.3 Visual and physical identification of laboratory glass 

 

 

1.3.2 Testing for working temperatures and coefficient of expansion 

Working temperature is the range of heat at which glass can be safely used without breaking. 

Coefficient of expansion measures how much glass expands when heated. Laboratory glass can 

be tested by subjecting samples to controlled heating and cooling cycles. Borosilicate glass, for 

instance, has a low coefficient of expansion and can withstand higher working temperatures 

compared to soda-lime glass. 

Fill in the blank: The measure of how much glass expands when heated is called the coefficient 

of __________. 
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Figure 1.3 Testing working temperatures and coefficient of expansion 

 

 

1.3.3 Correlation of properties for laboratory applications 

Correlation of properties refers to the relationship between different characteristics of glass, 

such as thermal resistance, expansion, and chemical durability. For example, a glass with low 

expansion usually has high thermal resistance, making it suitable for heating applications. 

Recognising these correlations helps in selecting the right glass for specific laboratory tasks, 

ensuring safety and efficiency. 

Fill in the blank: A glass with low expansion usually has high __________ resistance, making it 

suitable for heating applications. 

Correlation of glass properties for laboratory applications 

Low expansion → high thermal resistance. 
High chemical resistance → suitable for corrosive substances. 
Moderate expansion → limited heating applications. 
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Pilot questions 1.3 

What is visual identification of laboratory glass? 
State one physical property used in identifying laboratory glass. 
What is meant by working temperature? 
Which type of glass has a low coefficient of expansion? 
How does low expansion correlate with thermal resistance? 

 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has introduced you to the properties and types of glass used in laboratory practice, 

highlighting their importance in ensuring safety, efficiency, and suitability for different 

applications. Its purpose was to provide you with a clear understanding of how glass behaves 

under various conditions, the different types available, and the methods used to identify them. 

We began by exploring the physical, chemical, and thermal properties of glass, including 

annealing, thermal resistance, and expansion, as well as the meaning of manufacturers’ symbols. 

Then we examined the types of glass commonly used in laboratories, such as borosilicate and 

soda-lime, alongside specialised varieties like quartz and lead glass, noting their comparative 

advantages. Finally, we considered identification methods, including visual and physical checks, 

testing for working temperatures and expansion, and correlating properties for laboratory 

applications. In line with the Series Learning Outcomes, you should now be able to define and 

explain the properties of glass, classify different types, interpret manufacturers’ symbols, 

demonstrate identification methods, and evaluate how glass properties influence laboratory use. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 1] 

Objective Questions 

Define glass and state one of its physical properties. (Linked to SLO 1.1) 
Which acid can attack glass? (Linked to SLO 1.1) 
What is the process of slowly cooling heated glass to relieve internal stresses called? (Linked to SLO 

1.2) 
Identify the type of glass that contains silica and boron trioxide. (Linked to SLO 1.4) 
Which type of glass is made from pure silica and has very high thermal resistance? (Linked to SLO 

1.5) 

Short-Answer Questions 

Explain why laboratory glass must have a low coefficient of expansion. (Linked to SLO 1.2) 
Describe one specialised type of laboratory glass and its distinctive feature. (Linked to SLO 1.5) 
Analyse one comparative advantage of borosilicate glass over soda-lime glass. (Linked to SLO 1.6) 
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Demonstrate one method of visually identifying laboratory glass. (Linked to SLO 1.7) 
Determine the working temperature range of borosilicate glass compared to soda-lime glass. (Linked to 
SLO 1.8) 

Long-Answer Questions 

Discuss the physical, chemical, and thermal properties of glass in general use. (Linked to SLO 1.1, SLO 
1.2) 

Basic response: Based on Series-only knowledge. 
Value-added response: For outstanding learners who go beyond the basics. 

Evaluate the types of laboratory glass, including borosilicate, soda-lime, quartz, and lead glass, and their 
comparative advantages. (Linked to SLO 1.4, SLO 1.5, SLO 1.6) 

Basic response: Based on Series-only knowledge. 
Value-added response: For outstanding learners who go beyond the basics. 

Appraise identification methods for laboratory glass, including visual and physical checks, testing for 
working temperatures, and correlation of properties. (Linked to SLO 1.7, SLO 1.8, SLO 1.9) 

Basic response: Based on Series-only knowledge. 
Value-added response: For outstanding learners who go beyond the basics. 

 

 

 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1] 

Objective Questions 

Glass is a non-crystalline material; one physical property is transparency. 
Hydrofluoric acid. 
Annealing. 
Borosilicate glass. 
Quartz glass. 

Short-Answer Questions 

A low coefficient of expansion prevents glass from cracking under rapid heating and cooling. 
Quartz glass is made from pure silica and withstands extreme temperatures. 
Borosilicate glass resists thermal shock better than soda-lime glass, making it safer for heating. 
Visual identification involves checking clarity, colour, and manufacturer markings. 
Borosilicate glass has a higher working temperature range than soda-lime glass. 
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Long-Answer Questions 

Basic response: Glass is transparent, hard, and brittle. Chemically, it resists many acids but is 

attacked by alkalis and hydrofluoric acid. Thermally, it requires annealing to relieve stress, has 

thermal resistance, and a measurable coefficient of expansion. 

Value-added response: Learners may add that these properties vary with composition, and that 

manufacturers’ symbols provide quick reference to these properties for laboratory use. 

Basic response: Borosilicate glass is durable and heat resistant, soda-lime glass is inexpensive 

but less resistant, quartz glass withstands extreme temperatures, and lead glass is useful in optics. 

Value-added response: Learners may add industrial examples, such as borosilicate glass in 

chemical laboratories, quartz glass in furnaces, and lead glass in optical lenses, highlighting how 

comparative advantages influence choice in practice. 

Basic response: Identification methods include visual checks for markings, physical checks for 

thickness and clarity, testing for working temperatures, and noting expansion coefficients. 

Correlation of properties helps determine suitability for laboratory tasks. 

Value-added response: Learners may add that advanced identification can involve laboratory 

testing under controlled conditions, and that understanding correlations ensures safety and 

efficiency in experimental design. 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1] 

Answers to Pilot Questions 1.1 

Glass is a non-crystalline material; two physical properties are transparency and brittleness. 
Hydrofluoric acid can attack glass. 
Annealing is the process of slowly cooling heated glass to relieve internal stresses. 
Laboratory glass must have a low coefficient of expansion to resist thermal shock. 
Manufacturers’ symbols provide information such as coefficient of expansion, working temperature, 

and chemical resistance. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions 1.2 

Borosilicate glass is commonly used for beakers, flasks, and test tubes. 
Soda-lime glass has lower resistance to heat and chemicals. 
Quartz glass is made from pure silica. 
Lead glass has a high refractive index, making it useful in optical instruments. 
Borosilicate glass is preferred because it is durable and heat resistant. 
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Answers to Pilot Questions 1.3 

Visual identification involves observing colour, clarity, and markings on glass. 
Thickness and weight are physical properties used in identifying laboratory glass. 
Working temperature is the safe heat range at which glass can be used without breaking. 
Borosilicate glass has a low coefficient of expansion. 
Low expansion correlates with high thermal resistance, making glass suitable for heating 

applications. 

 

Series 2: Identification Methods, Working 

Temperatures, and Coefficient of Expansion 

Part 1 Identification methods for laboratory glass 

2.1.1 Visual identification techniques 

2.1.2 Physical identification techniques 

2.1.3 Use of manufacturer markings and symbols 

Part 2 Working temperatures of laboratory glass 

2.2.1 Definition and importance of working temperature 

2.2.2 Testing methods for working temperature 

2.2.3 Practical implications in laboratory applications 

Part 3 Coefficient of expansion and its correlation with properties 

2.3.1 Definition of coefficient of expansion 

2.3.2 Testing and measurement methods 

2.3.3 Correlation with thermal resistance and durability 

 

 

 

Introduction 

In the last Series, we explored the properties and types of laboratory glass, noting how their 

composition and characteristics determine their suitability for different applications. Building on 

that foundation, this Series will focus on how glass can be identified and tested, as well as how 

its behaviour under heat is measured and interpreted. These aspects are crucial in practical 

glassblowing, since selecting the right glass and understanding its thermal limits ensures both 

safety and effectiveness in laboratory work. 
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The aim of this Series is to equip you with the knowledge and skills to identify laboratory glass 

accurately, determine its working temperatures, and evaluate its coefficient of expansion in 

relation to its thermal resistance and durability. 

We shall commence this Series by examining identification methods, beginning with visual and 

physical techniques and the use of manufacturer markings. Next, we will move on to working 

temperatures, considering their definition, testing methods, and practical implications in 

laboratory applications. Finally, we will wrap up by studying the coefficient of expansion, 

exploring how it is measured and how it correlates with other properties such as thermal 

resistance, so that you can confidently apply these principles in laboratory practice. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

describe visual and physical methods used to identify laboratory glass, 

interpret manufacturer markings and symbols on laboratory glassware, 

define the concept of working temperature in relation to laboratory glass, 

demonstrate testing methods for determining the working temperature of glass, 

explain the practical implications of working temperatures in laboratory applications, 

define the coefficient of expansion of glass, 

apply appropriate methods to measure the coefficient of expansion, and 

evaluate the correlation between coefficient of expansion, thermal resistance, and durability 

of laboratory glass. 

 

2.1 Identification Methods for Laboratory Glass 

2.1.1 Visual identification techniques 

Visual identification refers to recognising glass types by observing their appearance, markings, 

and clarity. For example, borosilicate glass is usually clear and may carry manufacturer symbols 

indicating its low expansion and high thermal resistance. Soda-lime glass, on the other hand, 

may appear slightly greenish due to iron content. Visual checks are often the first step in 

distinguishing between different laboratory glasses. 

Fill in the blank: Borosilicate glass is usually clear and marked with manufacturer symbols 

indicating low __________. 
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Plate 2.1 Visual identification of laboratory glass 

 

 

2.1.2 Physical identification techniques 

Physical identification involves assessing the weight, thickness, and feel of glassware. 

Borosilicate glass tends to be lighter and thinner yet stronger, while soda-lime glass is heavier 

and more brittle. By handling the glass, learners can often distinguish between types without 

specialised equipment. 

Fill in the blank: Soda-lime glass is generally heavier and more __________ compared to 

borosilicate glass. 
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Figure 2.1 Physical identification of laboratory glass 

 

 

2.1.3 Use of manufacturer markings and symbols 

Manufacturer markings are symbols or codes placed on laboratory glassware to indicate its 

properties. These may include the type of glass, coefficient of expansion, recommended working 

temperature, and chemical resistance. For instance, borosilicate glass may be marked with a 

symbol showing its low expansion, while quartz glass may carry a symbol indicating extreme 

thermal resistance. Recognising these markings ensures that the correct glassware is chosen for 

specific laboratory tasks. 

Fill in the blank: Manufacturer markings on laboratory glassware often indicate properties such 

as coefficient of __________ and chemical resistance. 

Common manufacturer markings on laboratory glassware 

Borosilicate glass: symbol for low expansion and high thermal resistance. 
Soda-lime glass: symbol for moderate expansion and limited thermal resistance. 
Quartz glass: symbol for extreme thermal resistance and negligible expansion. 

 
 

 

Pilot questions 2.1 
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What is visual identification of laboratory glass? 
State one physical property used to identify soda-lime glass. 
Which type of glass is lighter and stronger, borosilicate or soda-lime? 
What information do manufacturer markings provide on laboratory glassware? 
Why is visual identification often the first step in recognising laboratory glass? 

 

 

2.2 Working Temperatures of Laboratory Glass 

2.2.1 Definition and importance of working temperature 

Working temperature is the safe range of heat at which glass can be used without breaking or 

deforming. It is a critical property because laboratory experiments often involve heating and 

cooling cycles. Glass with a high working temperature, such as borosilicate, can withstand 

repeated heating, while soda-lime glass has a lower tolerance and may crack under thermal 

stress. 

Fill in the blank: The safe range of heat at which glass can be used without breaking is called 

__________ temperature. 

Figure 2.2 Working temperature ranges of laboratory glass 

 

 

2.2.2 Testing methods for working temperature 
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Testing the working temperature of glass involves controlled heating and cooling. Samples are 

gradually heated to specific temperatures and observed for signs of stress, cracking, or 

deformation. Laboratory ovens and furnaces are commonly used for this purpose. Borosilicate 

glass typically shows stability at higher temperatures, while soda-lime glass may fail earlier. 

Fill in the blank: Laboratory ovens and __________ are commonly used to test the working 

temperature of glass. 

Plate 2.2 Testing working temperature of laboratory glass 

 

 

2.2.3 Practical implications in laboratory applications 

The practical implications of working temperature are significant. For example, borosilicate 

glass is preferred for experiments involving heating, boiling, or autoclaving because it resists 

thermal shock. Soda-lime glass, while cheaper, is suitable only for simple storage or non-heating 

applications. Quartz glass, with its extremely high working temperature, is used in specialised 

equipment such as furnaces. Selecting the right glass ensures safety, efficiency, and reliability in 

laboratory practice. 

Fill in the blank: Borosilicate glass is preferred for experiments involving __________ because it 

resists thermal shock. 
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Practical implications of working temperatures in laboratory applications 

Borosilicate glass: suitable for heating, boiling, autoclaving. 
Soda-lime glass: suitable for storage and non-heating applications. 
Quartz glass: suitable for furnaces and extreme heat conditions. 

 

Pilot questions 2.2 

What is meant by working temperature? 
Which type of glass has a higher working temperature, borosilicate or soda-lime? 
Name one piece of equipment used to test working temperature. 
Why is borosilicate glass preferred for heating applications? 
State one practical implication of quartz glass’s high working temperature. 

 

2.3 Coefficient of Expansion and Its Correlation with Properties 

2.3.1 Definition of coefficient of expansion 

The coefficient of expansion is a numerical measure of how much a material increases in length, 

volume, or area when heated. For glass, it indicates the degree to which the material expands as 

temperature rises. A low coefficient of expansion means the glass expands very little, making it 

resistant to thermal shock. This property is critical in laboratory applications where glassware is 

frequently exposed to heating and cooling cycles. 

Fill in the blank: A low coefficient of expansion means the glass expands very little, making it 

resistant to __________ shock. 
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Figure 2.3 Coefficient of expansion in laboratory glass 

 

 

2.3.2 Testing and measurement methods 

Testing the coefficient of expansion involves heating a sample of glass and measuring its 

dimensional changes. Special instruments such as dilatometers are used to record expansion as 

temperature increases. Borosilicate glass typically shows a very low coefficient of expansion, 

while soda-lime glass expands more noticeably. These measurements help determine which glass 

is suitable for laboratory tasks involving heat. 

Fill in the blank: Instruments such as __________ are used to measure the coefficient of 

expansion of glass. 
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Plate 2.3 Measuring coefficient of expansion with a dilatometer 

 

 

2.3.3 Correlation with thermal resistance and durability 

The coefficient of expansion is closely correlated with other properties such as thermal 

resistance and durability. Glass with a low coefficient of expansion usually has high thermal 

resistance, meaning it can withstand rapid temperature changes without cracking. This makes 

borosilicate glass ideal for heating applications. Conversely, glass with a high coefficient of 

expansion, such as soda-lime, is less durable under thermal stress and more prone to breakage. 

Recognising these correlations ensures safe and effective use of glass in laboratory practice. 

Fill in the blank: Glass with a low coefficient of expansion usually has high __________ 

resistance. 

Correlation between coefficient of expansion, thermal resistance, and durability 

Low coefficient of expansion → high thermal resistance → greater durability. 
High coefficient of expansion → low thermal resistance → reduced durability. 
Moderate coefficient of expansion → limited heating applications. 
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Pilot questions 2.3 

What is meant by coefficient of expansion? 
Why is a low coefficient of expansion important in laboratory glass? 
Name one instrument used to measure coefficient of expansion. 
Which type of glass has a low coefficient of expansion, borosilicate or soda-lime? 
How does coefficient of expansion correlate with thermal resistance and durability? 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has focused on the identification and thermal properties of laboratory glass, building 

on the foundation laid in the previous Series. Its purpose was to help you recognise different 

types of glass, understand how they behave under heat, and appreciate the importance of 

selecting the right material for safe and effective laboratory practice. 

We began by examining identification methods, including visual and physical techniques as well 

as the use of manufacturer markings. Then we explored working temperatures, considering their 

definition, testing methods, and practical implications in laboratory applications. Finally, we 

studied the coefficient of expansion, learning how it is measured and how it correlates with 

thermal resistance and durability. In line with the Series Learning Outcomes, you should now be 

able to describe identification methods, interpret manufacturer symbols, define and test working 

temperatures, explain their practical implications, define and measure the coefficient of 

expansion, and evaluate its correlation with other properties of laboratory glass. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 2] 

Objective Questions 

Define visual identification in relation to laboratory glass. (Linked to SLO 2.1) 
Which type of glass is lighter and stronger, borosilicate or soda-lime? (Linked to SLO 2.1) 
What property is indicated by manufacturer markings on laboratory glassware? (Linked to SLO 2.2) 
State the safe range of heat at which glass can be used without breaking. (Linked to SLO 2.3) 
Name one instrument used to measure the coefficient of expansion of glass. (Linked to SLO 2.6) 

 

Short-Answer Questions 

Explain why manufacturer markings are important in laboratory practice. (Linked to SLO 2.2) 
Demonstrate one method of testing the working temperature of laboratory glass. (Linked to SLO 2.4) 
Describe one practical implication of working temperature in laboratory applications. (Linked to SLO 2.5) 
Define coefficient of expansion and explain its significance in laboratory glass. (Linked to SLO 2.6) 
Analyse the correlation between coefficient of expansion and durability of glass. (Linked to SLO 2.8) 
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Long-Answer Questions 

Discuss identification methods for laboratory glass, including visual, physical, and manufacturer 
markings. (Linked to SLO 2.1, SLO 2.2) 

Basic response: Based on Series-only knowledge. 
Value-added response: For outstanding learners who go beyond the basics. 

Evaluate the concept of working temperature, including its definition, testing methods, and practical 
implications. (Linked to SLO 2.3, SLO 2.4, SLO 2.5) 

Basic response: Based on Series-only knowledge. 
Value-added response: For outstanding learners who go beyond the basics. 

Appraise the coefficient of expansion of laboratory glass, including its measurement and correlation 
with thermal resistance and durability. (Linked to SLO 2.6, SLO 2.7, SLO 2.8) 

Basic response: Based on Series-only knowledge. 
Value-added response: For outstanding learners who go beyond the basics. 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2] 

Objective Questions 

Visual identification involves recognising glass types by observing colour, clarity, and markings. 
Borosilicate glass. 
Properties such as coefficient of expansion, working temperature, and chemical resistance. 
Working temperature. 
Dilatometer. 

 

Short-Answer Questions 

Manufacturer markings provide quick reference to properties, ensuring correct selection of glassware 
for specific tasks. 
Place glassware in an oven or furnace, gradually heat it, and observe for signs of stress or cracking. 
Borosilicate glass can be safely used for heating and autoclaving, while soda-lime glass is limited to 
storage. 
Coefficient of expansion is the measure of how much glass expands when heated; it determines 
resistance to thermal shock. 
Glass with a low coefficient of expansion is more durable and resistant to thermal stress, while high 
expansion reduces durability. 

Long-Answer Questions 
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Basic response: Identification methods include visual checks for colour and markings, physical 

checks for weight and thickness, and recognition of manufacturer symbols. 

Value-added response: Learners may add that advanced identification can involve laboratory 

testing and that markings often follow international standards, aiding global consistency in 

laboratory practice. 

Basic response: Working temperature is the safe heat range for glass use. It is tested using ovens 

or furnaces, and its implications include suitability for heating or storage. 

Value-added response: Learners may add industrial examples, such as borosilicate glass in 

chemical laboratories, soda-lime in simple storage, and quartz in furnaces, highlighting how 

working temperature influences laboratory design and safety. 

Basic response: Coefficient of expansion measures dimensional changes in glass when heated. It 

is tested with instruments like dilatometers and correlates with thermal resistance and durability. 

Value-added response: Learners may add that understanding expansion is vital in designing 

glassware for high-precision experiments, and that correlations help prevent accidents in 

laboratories where rapid heating and cooling are common. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2] 

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.1 

Visual identification involves observing colour, clarity, and markings on glass. 
Soda-lime glass is heavier and more brittle compared to borosilicate glass. 
Borosilicate glass is lighter and stronger than soda-lime glass. 
Manufacturer markings provide information such as coefficient of expansion, working temperature, 

and chemical resistance. 
Visual identification is often the first step because it is quick and practical for everyday use. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.2 

Working temperature is the safe range of heat at which glass can be used without breaking. 
Borosilicate glass has a higher working temperature than soda-lime glass. 
Ovens and furnaces are commonly used to test working temperature. 
Borosilicate glass is preferred for heating applications because it resists thermal shock. 
Quartz glass’s high working temperature makes it suitable for furnaces and extreme heat conditions. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.3 

Coefficient of expansion is the measure of how much glass expands when heated. 
A low coefficient of expansion is important because it makes glass resistant to thermal shock. 
A dilatometer is used to measure the coefficient of expansion. 
Borosilicate glass has a low coefficient of expansion compared to soda-lime glass. 
A low coefficient of expansion correlates with high thermal resistance and greater durability. 
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Series 3: Basic Tools, Gas Supplies, and 

Safety Measures in Glassblowing 

Part 1 Basic tools for glassblowing 

3.1.1 Hand tools (files, tongs, blowpipes, cutters) 

3.1.2 Measuring and marking tools 

3.1.3 Maintenance and care of tools 

Part 2 Gas supplies and equipment 

3.2.1 Types of gases used in glassblowing (e.g., oxygen, propane, natural gas) 

3.2.2 Gas supply systems and regulators 

3.2.3 Safe handling and storage of gas cylinders 

Part 3 Safety measures in glassblowing practice 

3.3.1 Personal protective equipment (PPE) 

3.3.2 Laboratory safety protocols and emergency procedures 

3.3.3 Preventive measures against accidents and injuries 

 

 

 

Introduction 

In glassblowing practice, the success of any task depends not only on the properties of the glass 

itself but also on the tools, gas supplies, and safety measures that support the process. Without 

the right equipment and precautions, even the most skilled glassblower may face difficulties or 

hazards. This Series therefore provides the essential foundation for working safely and 

effectively in the laboratory, ensuring that you are well prepared to handle both the practical and 

protective aspects of glassblowing. 

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the basic tools used in glassblowing, explain the role 

of gas supplies and equipment, and highlight the safety measures required to prevent accidents 

and maintain a secure working environment. 

We shall commence this Series by exploring the basic tools for glassblowing, including hand 

tools, measuring instruments, and their maintenance. Next, we will move on to gas supplies, 

examining the types of gases used, their delivery systems, and safe handling practices. Finally, 

we will wrap up by focusing on safety measures, covering personal protective equipment, 

laboratory protocols, and preventive strategies against accidents. In this way, the Series will be 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

rounded off with a complete picture of how to work confidently and responsibly in glassblowing 

practice. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

describe the basic hand tools used in glassblowing, 

explain the functions of measuring and marking tools in glassblowing practice, 

demonstrate proper maintenance and care of glassblowing tools, 

define the types of gases commonly used in glassblowing, 

explain the role of gas supply systems and regulators in controlling gas flow, 

apply safe handling and storage procedures for gas cylinders, 

identify essential personal protective equipment (PPE) for glassblowing, 

outline laboratory safety protocols and emergency procedures relevant to glassblowing, and 

evaluate preventive measures against accidents and injuries in glassblowing practice. 

 

3.1 Basic Tools for Glassblowing 

3.1.1 Hand tools 

Hand tools are the essential instruments directly manipulated by the glassblower to shape, cut, 

and handle glass. Common examples include files (used to score and cut glass), tongs (for 

gripping hot glass), blowpipes (for introducing air into molten glass), and cutters (for trimming 

or breaking glass pieces). Each tool has a specific role, and together they form the foundation of 

practical glassblowing. 

Fill in the blank: A blowpipe is used to introduce __________ into molten glass during shaping. 
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Plate 3.1 Common hand tools for glassblowing 

3.1.2 Measuring and marking tools 

Measuring tools are used to ensure accuracy in dimensions, while marking tools help guide 

cutting and shaping. Examples include rulers, calipers, and scribes. Precision is vital in 

laboratory glassblowing, as even small errors can affect the performance of glassware in 

experiments. Marking tools such as diamond scribes allow glassblowers to score lines before 

cutting, ensuring clean and accurate breaks. 

Fill in the blank: Diamond scribes are used to __________ glass before cutting. 
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Figure 3.1 Measuring and marking tools in glassblowing 

 

 

3.1.3 Maintenance and care of tools 

Maintenance refers to the regular cleaning, sharpening, and proper storage of tools to prolong 

their lifespan and ensure safety. For example, files and cutters should be kept sharp and free from 

rust, while blowpipes must be cleaned to prevent blockages. Proper care reduces accidents and 

ensures that tools perform reliably during glassblowing tasks. 

Fill in the blank: Regular cleaning and proper __________ of tools help prolong their lifespan 

and ensure safety. 

Guidelines for maintaining glassblowing tools 

Clean tools after each use to remove debris and residues. 
Store tools in dry, organised spaces to prevent rust and damage. 
Sharpen cutting tools regularly for precision. 
Inspect blowpipes for blockages before use. 
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Pilot questions 3.1 

Name two common hand tools used in glassblowing. 
What is the function of a blowpipe? 
State one measuring tool and one marking tool used in glassblowing. 
Why is precision important when using measuring and marking tools? 
Mention one guideline for maintaining glassblowing tools. 

 

3.2 Gas Supplies and Equipment 

3.2.1 Types of gases used in glassblowing 

Gases are fuels or oxidisers used to generate the flame required for heating and shaping glass. 

Common gases include oxygen (an oxidiser that supports combustion), propane (a fuel gas that 

produces a hot, clean flame), and natural gas (a widely available fuel gas used in laboratories). 

Each gas has unique properties that influence flame temperature, stability, and suitability for 

different glassblowing tasks. 

Fill in the blank: Oxygen is not a fuel but an __________ that supports combustion in 

glassblowing flames. 

Figure 3.2 Types of gases used in glassblowing 

 

 

3.2.2 Gas supply systems and regulators 
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Gas supply systems consist of cylinders, pipelines, and regulators that deliver gases safely to 

burners. A regulator is a device that controls the pressure and flow of gas from the cylinder to 

the burner, ensuring a steady flame. Regulators are essential because uncontrolled gas flow can 

cause unstable flames or accidents. Pipelines must be properly connected and checked for leaks 

before use. 

Fill in the blank: A regulator is a device that controls the __________ and flow of gas from the 

cylinder to the burner. 

Plate 3.2 Gas supply system with regulator 

 

 

3.2.3 Safe handling and storage of gas cylinders 

Safe handling refers to the correct procedures for moving, connecting, and using gas cylinders, 

while storage involves keeping cylinders in secure, ventilated areas away from heat sources. 

Cylinders should always be upright, secured with chains or straps, and fitted with protective caps 

when not in use. Proper handling and storage prevent leaks, explosions, and other hazards. 

Fill in the blank: Gas cylinders should always be stored in __________ areas away from heat 

sources. 

Guidelines for safe handling and storage of gas cylinders 
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Always store cylinders upright and secure them with chains or straps. 
Keep cylinders in well-ventilated areas away from direct sunlight or heat. 
Fit protective caps when cylinders are not in use. 
Regularly check for leaks and damage before use. 

 
 

 

Pilot questions 3.2 

Name two gases commonly used in glassblowing. 
What is the function of a regulator in a gas supply system? 
State one precaution for connecting pipelines in a gas supply system. 
Why should gas cylinders be stored upright and secured? 
Mention one guideline for safe storage of gas cylinders. 

 

 

3.3 Safety Measures in Glassblowing Practice 

3.3.1 Personal protective equipment (PPE) 

Personal protective equipment (PPE) refers to specialised clothing or devices worn to protect 

the body from hazards. In glassblowing, PPE includes safety goggles to shield the eyes from 

flying fragments, heat-resistant gloves to protect the hands, and laboratory coats or aprons to 

guard against burns. Proper footwear is also essential to prevent injuries from dropped tools or 

hot glass. 

Fill in the blank: Safety __________ are worn to protect the eyes from flying fragments during 

glassblowing. 
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Plate 3.3 Personal protective equipment for glassblowing 

 

 

3.3.2 Laboratory safety protocols and emergency procedures 

Laboratory safety protocols are established rules that guide safe behaviour in the laboratory. 

These include keeping workspaces organised, ensuring proper ventilation, and avoiding 

distractions while handling hot glass. Emergency procedures are steps taken when accidents 

occur, such as using fire extinguishers, applying first aid, or evacuating the laboratory. Every 

glassblower should be familiar with these protocols to minimise risks and respond effectively to 

emergencies. 

Fill in the blank: Fire __________ should be readily available in laboratories to deal with 

accidental fires. 
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Figure 3.3 Laboratory safety protocols and emergency procedures 

 

3.3.3 Preventive measures against accidents and injuries 

Preventive measures are proactive steps taken to reduce the likelihood of accidents. These 

include regular inspection of tools and gas supplies, proper training in handling equipment, and 

maintaining clear communication among laboratory workers. Preventive measures also involve 

avoiding overcrowding in workspaces and ensuring that learners practise under supervision. By 

following these measures, risks are minimised and a culture of safety is promoted. 

Fill in the blank: Preventive measures include regular inspection of tools and __________ 

supplies to reduce risks. 

Preventive measures against accidents and injuries in glassblowing 

Inspect tools and gas supplies regularly. 
Provide proper training before independent practice. 
Maintain clear communication among laboratory workers. 
Avoid overcrowding in workspaces. 
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Ensure supervision during practice sessions. 
 
 

 

Pilot questions 3.3 

Name two items of personal protective equipment used in glassblowing. 
State one laboratory safety protocol that should be followed during practice. 
What is the purpose of emergency procedures in a glassblowing laboratory? 
Mention one preventive measure against accidents in glassblowing. 
Why is supervision important during glassblowing practice? 

 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has highlighted the essential tools, gas supplies, and safety measures that underpin 

effective and secure glassblowing practice. Its purpose was to ensure that you are not only 

familiar with the equipment and materials required but also confident in handling them 

responsibly to prevent accidents and maintain efficiency in the laboratory. 

We began by exploring the basic tools for glassblowing, including hand tools, measuring and 

marking instruments, and their maintenance. Then we examined gas supplies, focusing on the 

types of gases used, the role of regulators, and safe handling and storage of cylinders. Finally, we 

considered safety measures, covering personal protective equipment, laboratory protocols, and 

preventive strategies against accidents. In line with the Series Learning Outcomes, you should 

now be able to describe and maintain glassblowing tools, explain gas supply systems, apply safe 

handling procedures, identify protective equipment, outline laboratory protocols, and evaluate 

preventive measures for safe practice. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 3] 

Objective Questions 

Define personal protective equipment (PPE) in the context of glassblowing. (Linked to SLO 3.7) 
Which gas acts as an oxidiser in glassblowing flames? (Linked to SLO 3.4) 
What device is used to control the pressure and flow of gas from a cylinder? (Linked to SLO 3.5) 
Name one common hand tool used in glassblowing. (Linked to SLO 3.1) 
State one guideline for safe storage of gas cylinders. (Linked to SLO 3.6) 

 

Short-Answer Questions 
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Explain why measuring and marking tools are important in glassblowing practice. (Linked to SLO 3.2) 
Demonstrate one maintenance practice that prolongs the lifespan of glassblowing tools. (Linked to SLO 
3.3) 
Describe one emergency procedure that should be followed in a glassblowing laboratory. (Linked to SLO 
3.8) 
Analyse one preventive measure against accidents in glassblowing practice. (Linked to SLO 3.9) 
Identify two items of PPE and explain their protective functions. (Linked to SLO 3.7) 

 

Long-Answer Questions 

Discuss the basic tools used in glassblowing, including hand tools, measuring instruments, and marking 
devices. (Linked to SLO 3.1, SLO 3.2) 

Basic response: Based on Series-only knowledge. 
Value-added response: For outstanding learners who go beyond the basics. 

Evaluate gas supplies in glassblowing, focusing on types of gases, supply systems, and safe handling 
procedures. (Linked to SLO 3.4, SLO 3.5, SLO 3.6) 

Basic response: Based on Series-only knowledge. 
Value-added response: For outstanding learners who go beyond the basics. 

Appraise safety measures in glassblowing practice, including PPE, laboratory protocols, and preventive 
strategies. (Linked to SLO 3.7, SLO 3.8, SLO 3.9) 

Basic response: Based on Series-only knowledge. 
Value-added response: For outstanding learners who go beyond the basics. 

 

 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3] 

Objective Questions 

PPE refers to specialised clothing or devices worn to protect the body from hazards in glassblowing. 
Oxygen. 
Regulator. 
Blowpipe. 
Cylinders should be stored upright in well-ventilated areas away from heat sources. 

 

Short-Answer Questions 

Measuring and marking tools ensure accuracy and precision, which are vital for producing reliable 
glassware. 
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Cleaning tools after use and storing them properly to prevent rust. 
Using a fire extinguisher to control flames or applying first aid in case of burns. 
Regular inspection of tools and gas supplies reduces risks of accidents. 
Goggles protect the eyes from fragments, while gloves protect the hands from burns. 

 

Long-Answer Questions 

Basic response: Hand tools such as files, tongs, blowpipes, and cutters are used for shaping and 

handling glass. Measuring tools like rulers and calipers ensure accuracy, while marking tools 

such as scribes guide cutting. 

Value-added response: Learners may add that precision in measurement and marking is critical 

for laboratory experiments, and that tool choice depends on the type of glassware being 

produced. 

Basic response: Gases such as oxygen, propane, and natural gas are used in glassblowing. 

Regulators control gas flow, and safe handling involves upright storage and leak checks. 

Value-added response: Learners may add industrial examples, such as propane for portable 

burners, oxygen for high-temperature flames, and natural gas for cost-effective laboratory use, 

highlighting how gas choice affects efficiency and safety. 

Basic response: Safety measures include PPE such as goggles and gloves, laboratory protocols 

like ventilation and organisation, and preventive strategies such as supervision and training. 

Value-added response: Learners may add that safety culture in laboratories involves continuous 

training, emergency drills, and adherence to international standards, ensuring long-term safety 

and professional practice. 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3] 

Answers to Pilot Questions 3.1 

Files and blowpipes. 
A blowpipe is used to introduce air into molten glass. 
Measuring tool: ruler; Marking tool: diamond scribe. 
Precision ensures that glassware dimensions are accurate and reliable for laboratory use. 
Clean tools after use and store them properly to prevent rust and damage. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions 3.2 

Oxygen and propane. 
A regulator controls the pressure and flow of gas from the cylinder to the burner. 
Pipelines should be properly connected and checked for leaks before use. 
To prevent cylinders from tipping over and causing leaks or accidents. 
Store cylinders upright in well-ventilated areas away from heat sources. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions 3.3 
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Goggles and heat-resistant gloves. 
Keep workspaces organised and ensure proper ventilation. 
Emergency procedures provide steps to minimise harm and respond effectively to accidents. 
Regular inspection of tools and gas supplies. 
Supervision ensures learners practise safely and reduces the risk of accidents. 

 

 

Series 4: Cutting, Rotation Techniques, and 

Simple Joining Methods 

Part 1 Cutting techniques in glassblowing 

4.1.1 Tools and methods for cutting glass 

4.1.2 Safety considerations during cutting 

4.1.3 Common errors and how to avoid them 

Part 2 Rotation techniques in glassblowing 

4.2.1 Importance of rotation in shaping glass 

4.2.2 Methods of manual rotation 

4.2.3 Coordinating rotation with heating 

Part 3 Simple joining methods in glassblowing 

4.3.1 Principles of joining glass pieces 

4.3.2 Common joining techniques (e.g., butt joints, sleeve joints) 

4.3.3 Practical applications of simple joins 

 

 

 

Introduction 

In the last Series, we explored the basic tools, gas supplies, and safety measures that form the 

foundation of glassblowing practice. Building on that knowledge, we now turn to the practical 

techniques that allow glassblowers to manipulate glass effectively. Cutting, rotating, and joining 

are among the most fundamental operations, and mastering them is essential for producing 

reliable laboratory glassware and for progressing to more advanced methods later in the course. 

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the skills needed to cut glass accurately, rotate it 

smoothly during heating, and apply simple joining methods to connect pieces securely. By the 
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end of the Series, you should be able to carry out these operations with confidence and precision, 

ensuring both safety and quality in your practice. 

We shall commence this Series by examining cutting techniques, focusing on the tools, methods, 

and safety considerations involved. Next, we will move on to rotation techniques, where you will 

learn the importance of rotation in shaping glass and how to coordinate it with heating. Finally, 

we will wrap up by studying simple joining methods, considering the principles behind joining, 

common techniques such as butt and sleeve joints, and their practical applications. In this way, 

the Series will be rounded off with a complete introduction to the core manipulative skills of 

glassblowing. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

describe the tools and methods used for cutting glass in glassblowing, 

explain the safety considerations involved in cutting glass, 

analyse common errors in cutting and suggest ways to avoid them, 

explain the importance of rotation in shaping glass, 

demonstrate manual rotation techniques used during heating, 

apply coordinated rotation with heating to achieve uniform shaping, 

define the principles behind joining glass pieces, 

describe common simple joining techniques such as butt and sleeve joints, and 

evaluate practical applications of simple joins in laboratory glassblowing. 

 

4.1 Cutting Techniques in Glassblowing 

4.1.1 Tools and methods for cutting glass 

Cutting tools are specialised instruments used to score and separate glass pieces. Common 

examples include diamond scribes (tools with a sharp point used to score lines on glass), files 

(used to weaken a section before breaking), and glass cutters (equipped with a small wheel for 

precise scoring). The basic method involves scoring the glass surface and then applying gentle 

pressure to snap it along the scored line. 

Fill in the blank: A diamond __________ is used to score lines on glass before breaking. 
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Plate 4.1 Cutting tools used in glassblowing 

 

 

4.1.2 Safety considerations during cutting 

Safety considerations are precautions taken to protect the glassblower during cutting operations. 

These include wearing safety goggles to shield the eyes from fragments, using gloves to protect 

the hands, and ensuring the workspace is clear of unnecessary items. It is also important to cut on 

a stable surface and to handle broken pieces carefully to avoid injury. 

Fill in the blank: Safety __________ should always be worn to protect the eyes when cutting 

glass. 
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Figure 4.1 Safety considerations during cutting 

 

 

4.1.3 Common errors and how to avoid them 

Common errors in cutting glass include uneven scoring, applying excessive force, or cutting 

without proper alignment. These mistakes often result in jagged edges, cracks, or wasted 

material. To avoid them, learners should practise consistent scoring pressure, ensure alignment 

before cutting, and avoid rushing the process. Proper training and patience are key to mastering 

cutting techniques. 

Fill in the blank: Uneven __________ often leads to jagged edges and cracks when cutting glass. 

Common errors in cutting glass and how to avoid them 

Uneven scoring → practise consistent pressure. 
Excessive force → apply gentle pressure to snap glass. 
Poor alignment → check positioning before cutting. 
Rushing → take time to ensure accuracy. 

 
 

 

Pilot questions 4.1 
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Name two tools commonly used for cutting glass. 
What is the function of a diamond scribe? 
State one safety precaution to observe during cutting. 
Why is alignment important before cutting glass? 
Mention one common error in cutting and how it can be avoided. 

 

4.2 Rotation Techniques in Glassblowing 

4.2.1 Importance of rotation in shaping glass 

Rotation refers to the continuous turning of glass tubing or apparatus while it is being heated. 

This movement ensures that heat is distributed evenly, preventing weak spots and allowing the 

glass to soften uniformly. Without rotation, the glass may sag, distort, or crack due to uneven 

heating. Rotation is therefore a fundamental skill that supports accuracy and durability in 

glassblowing practice. 

Fill in the blank: Continuous __________ of glass during heating ensures even distribution of 

heat and prevents distortion. 

Figure 4.2 Importance of rotation in shaping glass 

 

 

4.2.2 Methods of manual rotation 

Manual rotation involves turning the glass tubing by hand while it is exposed to the flame. The 

glassblower must maintain a steady rhythm and consistent speed to achieve uniform heating. 
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Beginners often struggle with uneven rotation, which can cause irregular shapes. Practising with 

small pieces of tubing helps learners develop control and confidence before progressing to larger 

or more complex items. 

Fill in the blank: Manual rotation requires maintaining a steady __________ and consistent 

speed to achieve uniform heating. 

Plate 4.2 Manual rotation of glass tubing 

 

 

4.2.3 Coordinating rotation with heating 

Coordination in glassblowing means synchronising rotation with the intensity and position of 

the flame. The glassblower must adjust the speed of rotation depending on how quickly the glass 

softens. Faster rotation may be needed when the flame is intense, while slower rotation allows 

more heat penetration for thicker glass. Proper coordination ensures that the glass is evenly 

softened and ready for shaping or joining. 

Fill in the blank: Faster rotation is often required when the flame is more __________ to prevent 

uneven heating. 

Guidelines for coordinating rotation with heating 

Adjust rotation speed according to flame intensity. 
Rotate faster for thin glass exposed to strong flames. 
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Rotate slower for thicker glass to allow deeper heat penetration. 
Always maintain steady rhythm to avoid distortion. 

 
 

 

Pilot questions 4.2 

What is the purpose of rotation in shaping glass? 
State one challenge beginners face when learning manual rotation. 
Why is rhythm important in manual rotation? 
How does flame intensity affect rotation speed? 
Mention one guideline for coordinating rotation with heating. 

 

4.3 Simple Joining Methods in Glassblowing 

4.3.1 Principles of joining glass pieces 

Joining in glassblowing refers to the process of connecting two or more pieces of glass so that 

they form a single, continuous structure. The principle behind joining is to heat the ends of the 

glass until they soften, then press them together while maintaining rotation to ensure uniformity. 

Proper joining requires clean surfaces, controlled heating, and steady movement to avoid weak 

points or air bubbles. 

Fill in the blank: The principle of joining involves heating the ends of glass until they 

__________ and pressing them together. 
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Figure 4.3 Principle of joining glass pieces 

 

 

4.3.2 Common joining techniques 

Butt joint is a simple method where two glass ends are heated and fused directly together. It is 

suitable for straight connections but requires careful alignment. 

Sleeve joint involves sliding a slightly larger piece of tubing over two ends and heating it to fuse 

them together. This method provides extra strength and is often used when joining pieces of 

different diameters. Both techniques rely on steady rotation and controlled heating to produce 

smooth, durable joins. 

Fill in the blank: A __________ joint involves sliding a larger piece of tubing over two ends 

before heating. 
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Plate 4.3 Common joining techniques in glassblowing 

 

 

4.3.3 Practical applications of simple joins 

Practical applications of joining methods include constructing laboratory apparatus such as 

condensers, adapters, and connectors. Simple joins allow glassblowers to extend tubing, repair 

broken pieces, or create customised designs for experiments. The strength and accuracy of joins 

directly affect the performance of the apparatus, making careful technique essential. 

Fill in the blank: Simple joins are often used to construct laboratory apparatus such as 

__________ and adapters. 

Practical applications of simple joining methods 

Extending tubing for longer apparatus. 
Repairing broken glassware. 
Creating connectors for laboratory setups. 
Constructing specialised apparatus such as condensers and adapters. 

 
 

 

Pilot questions 4.3 
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What is the principle behind joining glass pieces? 
State one requirement for successful joining. 
What is a butt joint in glassblowing? 
How does a sleeve joint differ from a butt joint? 
Mention one practical application of simple joining methods. 

 

 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has focused on the core manipulative skills of glassblowing, namely cutting, rotation, 

and simple joining methods. Its purpose was to provide you with practical techniques that are 

essential for shaping and assembling glassware, ensuring accuracy, safety, and durability in 

laboratory practice. These skills are fundamental for progressing to more advanced operations 

and for producing reliable apparatus used in scientific work. 

We began by examining cutting techniques, including the tools, methods, and safety 

considerations, as well as common errors and how to avoid them. Then we moved on to rotation 

techniques, highlighting the importance of steady rhythm, manual control, and coordination with 

heating. Finally, we explored simple joining methods, looking at the principles of joining, 

common techniques such as butt and sleeve joints, and their practical applications in laboratory 

apparatus. In line with the Series Learning Outcomes, you should now be able to describe and 

apply cutting methods, demonstrate rotation techniques, and evaluate simple joining methods, 

thereby strengthening your competence in the essential skills of glassblowing practice. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 4] 

Objective Questions 

Identify one tool commonly used for cutting glass in glassblowing. (Linked to SLO 4.1) 
State one safety precaution to observe during cutting operations. (Linked to SLO 4.2) 
Which common error in cutting often results in jagged edges? (Linked to SLO 4.3) 
What is the main purpose of rotation during heating? (Linked to SLO 4.4) 
Define a butt joint in glassblowing. (Linked to SLO 4.7) 

 

Short-Answer Questions 

Explain why rhythm and consistency are important in manual rotation. (Linked to SLO 4.5) 
Describe how flame intensity affects rotation speed during heating. (Linked to SLO 4.6) 
Outline one requirement for successful joining of glass pieces. (Linked to SLO 4.7) 
Compare butt joints and sleeve joints, highlighting one key difference. (Linked to SLO 4.8) 
Evaluate one practical application of simple joining methods in laboratory glassblowing. (Linked to SLO 
4.9) 
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Long-Answer Questions 

Discuss cutting techniques in glassblowing, including tools, methods, safety considerations, and 
common errors. (Linked to SLO 4.1, SLO 4.2, SLO 4.3) 

Basic response: Based on Series-only knowledge. 
Value-added response: For outstanding learners who go beyond the basics. 

Analyse rotation techniques in glassblowing, focusing on their importance, manual methods, and 
coordination with heating. (Linked to SLO 4.4, SLO 4.5, SLO 4.6) 

Basic response: Based on Series-only knowledge. 
Value-added response: For outstanding learners who go beyond the basics. 

Appraise simple joining methods in glassblowing, considering principles, techniques, and practical 
applications. (Linked to SLO 4.7, SLO 4.8, SLO 4.9) 

Basic response: Based on Series-only knowledge. 
Value-added response: For outstanding learners who go beyond the basics. 

 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4] 

Objective Questions 

Diamond scribe. 
Wearing safety goggles. 
Uneven scoring. 
To ensure even heating and prevent distortion. 
A butt joint is when two glass ends are heated and fused directly together. 

 

Short-Answer Questions 

Rhythm and consistency ensure uniform heating and prevent irregular shapes. 
Stronger flames require faster rotation, while weaker flames allow slower rotation for deeper heat 
penetration. 
Clean surfaces and controlled heating are required for successful joining. 
A butt joint fuses ends directly, while a sleeve joint uses a larger tube to reinforce the join. 
Simple joining methods are used to construct laboratory apparatus such as condensers and adapters. 

 

Long-Answer Questions 
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Basic response: Cutting involves tools such as diamond scribes, files, and cutters. Safety 

precautions include goggles and gloves, while common errors like uneven scoring can be 

avoided with steady practice. 

Value-added response: Learners may add that precision in cutting directly affects the quality of 

laboratory glassware, and advanced cutters with wheels provide greater accuracy in professional 

settings. 

Basic response: Rotation ensures even heating. Manual rotation requires steady rhythm, and 

coordination with flame intensity prevents distortion. 

Value-added response: Learners may add that rotation techniques are critical in advanced 

glassblowing, such as shaping complex apparatus, and that mechanical rotation devices can be 

used in industrial contexts. 

Basic response: Joining involves heating ends until soft and pressing them together. Butt and 

sleeve joints are common techniques, with applications in extending tubing or repairing 

apparatus. 

Value-added response: Learners may add that joining methods are foundational for 

constructing complex laboratory equipment, and that advanced joins require precise control of 

flame and rotation to avoid weak points. 

 

 

 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4] 

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.1 

Diamond scribe and file. 
A diamond scribe is used to score lines on glass before breaking. 
Wearing safety goggles. 
Alignment ensures that the cut follows the intended line and prevents irregular breaks. 
Uneven scoring can be avoided by applying consistent pressure when marking the glass. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.2 

Rotation ensures even heating and prevents distortion of the glass. 
Beginners often struggle with maintaining steady rhythm and speed. 
Rhythm is important because it keeps heating uniform and prevents irregular shapes. 
Stronger flame intensity requires faster rotation to avoid overheating one side. 
Adjust rotation speed according to flame intensity while maintaining steady rhythm. 

 

 

 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.3 

Heating the ends of glass until they soften and pressing them together. 
Clean surfaces and controlled heating. 
A butt joint is when two glass ends are fused directly together. 
A sleeve joint uses a larger tube to reinforce the join, unlike a butt joint. 
Constructing laboratory apparatus such as condensers and adapters. 

 

Series 5: Bulb Blowing, Bending, Drawing, 

Sealing, Grinding, and Polishing of Glass 

Part 1 Bulb blowing techniques 

5.1.1 Principles of bulb formation 

5.1.2 Tools and flame control for bulb blowing 

5.1.3 Common applications of bulbs in laboratory glassware 

Part 2 Forming techniques: bending, drawing, and sealing 

5.2.1 Methods of bending glass tubing 

5.2.2 Drawing out glass for narrow sections 

5.2.3 Sealing ends and joints effectively 

Part 3 Finishing techniques: grinding and polishing 

5.3.1 Tools for grinding glass surfaces 

5.3.2 Polishing methods for smooth finishes 

5.3.3 Importance of finishing in laboratory glassware performance 

 

 

 

Introduction 

In the last Series, we explored cutting, rotation, and simple joining methods, which are 

fundamental manipulative skills in glassblowing. Building on that foundation, we now move into 

more advanced forming and finishing techniques. These processes, including bulb blowing, 

bending, drawing, sealing, grinding, and polishing, are essential for producing functional and 

refined laboratory glassware. They allow the glassblower not only to shape glass into complex 

forms but also to finish pieces so that they are safe, durable, and suitable for scientific use. 
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The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the practical techniques of forming and finishing 

glass. By the end of the Series, you should be able to carry out bulb blowing, apply bending and 

drawing methods, perform effective sealing, and complete glassware with grinding and 

polishing, ensuring both accuracy and professional quality. 

We shall commence this Series by examining bulb blowing techniques, focusing on the 

principles of bulb formation, the tools involved, and their applications in laboratory glassware. 

Next, we will move on to forming techniques, where you will learn how to bend tubing, draw 

narrow sections, and seal ends or joints effectively. Finally, we will wrap up by studying 

finishing techniques, including grinding and polishing, and consider their importance in 

producing smooth, reliable, and high-quality glassware. In this way, the Series will be rounded 

off with a complete introduction to advanced forming and finishing skills in glassblowing 

practice. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

explain the principles of bulb formation in glassblowing, 

demonstrate the use of tools and flame control for bulb blowing, 

analyse common applications of bulbs in laboratory glassware, 

describe methods of bending glass tubing, 

demonstrate how to draw out glass for narrow sections, 

apply effective sealing techniques for ends and joints, 

identify tools used for grinding glass surfaces, 

demonstrate polishing methods to achieve smooth finishes, and 

evaluate the importance of finishing in the performance of laboratory glassware. 

 

5.1 Bulb Blowing Techniques 

5.1.1 Principles of bulb formation 

Bulb blowing refers to the process of inflating softened glass tubing to form a rounded 

expansion or bulb. The principle behind this technique is to heat the glass evenly until it becomes 

pliable, then introduce air through controlled blowing to expand the tubing. The size and shape 

of the bulb depend on the amount of heat applied, the thickness of the glass, and the pressure of 

the air introduced. Bulbs are commonly used in laboratory glassware such as pipettes, 

condensers, and flasks. 

Fill in the blank: Bulb blowing involves heating glass until it becomes __________ and then 

inflating it with controlled air. 
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Figure 5.1 Principles of bulb formation 

 

 

5.1.2 Tools and flame control for bulb blowing 

Flame control refers to the adjustment of flame intensity and position to achieve the desired 

heating effect on the glass. A balanced flame ensures that the tubing softens uniformly, 

preventing weak spots or uneven expansion. Tools such as blowpipes are used to introduce air, 

while rotating the tubing ensures even distribution of heat. Learners must practise controlling 

both the flame and the airflow to produce bulbs of consistent quality. 

Fill in the blank: Blowpipes are used to introduce __________ into softened glass tubing during 

bulb blowing. 
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Plate 5.1 Tools and flame control for bulb blowing 

 

 

5.1.3 Common applications of bulbs in laboratory glassware 

Applications of bulb blowing include the creation of laboratory apparatus where expanded 

sections are required. Bulbs are used to increase capacity, provide space for condensation, or 

allow mixing of substances. For example, pipettes often have bulbs to hold liquid, while 

condensers use bulbs to improve cooling efficiency. The accuracy of bulb formation directly 

affects the performance of the apparatus in scientific experiments. 

Fill in the blank: Bulbs in pipettes are used to increase __________ for holding liquid. 

Applications of bulb blowing in laboratory glassware 

Pipettes: bulbs provide liquid-holding capacity. 
Condensers: bulbs improve cooling efficiency. 
Flasks: bulbs allow mixing and expansion of substances. 
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Pilot questions 5.1 

Define bulb blowing in glassblowing. 
What principle underlies the formation of bulbs? 
State one tool used in bulb blowing. 
Why is flame control important in bulb blowing? 
Mention one application of bulbs in laboratory glassware. 

 

5.2 Forming Techniques: Bending, Drawing, and Sealing 

5.2.1 Methods of bending glass tubing 

Bending refers to the process of heating a section of glass tubing until it softens and then 

carefully curving it to the desired angle. The key principle is to apply uniform heat while rotating 

the tubing, ensuring that the bend is smooth and free from kinks. Common applications include 

creating angled connectors or curved sections in laboratory apparatus. Learners should practise 

with small tubing before attempting bends in larger or thicker glass. 

Fill in the blank: Bending glass requires applying __________ heat while rotating the tubing to 

achieve smooth curves. 

Figure 5.2 Bending glass tubing in a flame 

 

 

5.2.2 Drawing out glass for narrow sections 
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Drawing is the technique of stretching softened glass tubing to create narrower sections. The 

tubing is heated until pliable, then gently pulled apart while rotating to maintain symmetry. This 

method is used to produce fine tips for pipettes or narrow necks for flasks. The success of 

drawing depends on controlling both the temperature and the pulling force to avoid uneven 

thickness. 

Fill in the blank: Drawing involves heating glass until pliable and then __________ it apart to 

form narrow sections. 

Plate 5.2 Drawing out glass tubing 

 

 

5.2.3 Sealing ends and joints effectively 

Sealing refers to closing the end of a glass tube or fusing two pieces together to form a joint. The 

process involves heating the glass until it softens, then pressing or rotating the ends together to 

achieve a smooth, airtight seal. Sealing is essential for producing closed systems such as test 

tubes or for joining components in laboratory apparatus. Care must be taken to avoid trapping air 

bubbles, which weaken the seal. 
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Fill in the blank: Sealing requires heating glass until it softens and then pressing the ends 

together to form an __________ seal. 

Guidelines for effective sealing in glassblowing 

Heat the ends evenly before pressing together. 
Rotate during sealing to maintain symmetry. 
Avoid trapping air bubbles. 
Practise with small joins before attempting larger ones. 

 

Pilot questions 5.2 

What is the principle behind bending glass tubing? 
State one application of drawing in laboratory glassware. 
Why is rotation important during bending and drawing? 
What precaution should be taken to avoid weak seals? 
Mention one guideline for effective sealing in glassblowing. 

 

5.3 Finishing Techniques: Grinding and Polishing 

5.3.1 Tools for grinding glass surfaces 

Grinding refers to the process of smoothing or shaping glass surfaces using abrasive tools. 

Common tools include grinding wheels, emery papers, and diamond-coated files. Grinding is 

often used to remove sharp edges after cutting or to adjust the dimensions of glass pieces for 

precise fitting. It is important to apply steady pressure and maintain control to avoid cracking or 

weakening the glass. 

Fill in the blank: Grinding is used to remove sharp __________ after cutting or to adjust 

dimensions of glass pieces. 
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Plate 5.3 Tools for grinding glass surfaces 

 

 

5.3.2 Polishing methods for smooth finishes 

Polishing is the process of refining glass surfaces to achieve a smooth, shiny finish. This is done 

after grinding to remove fine scratches and to improve the appearance and usability of the 

glassware. Polishing can be achieved using polishing powders, felt wheels, or chemical 

treatments. The aim is to produce surfaces that are not only aesthetically pleasing but also safe 

for handling in laboratory contexts. 

Fill in the blank: Polishing removes fine __________ left after grinding and produces smooth, 

shiny surfaces. 
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Figure 5.3 Polishing stages in glass finishing 

 

 

5.3.3 Importance of finishing in laboratory glassware performance 

Finishing refers to the final stage of preparing glassware, ensuring that all surfaces are smooth, 

edges are safe, and joints are properly refined. The importance of finishing lies in its impact on 

both safety and performance. Poorly finished glassware may cause injuries or lead to leaks and 

breakages during experiments. Well-finished pieces, on the other hand, enhance durability, 

accuracy, and professional quality in laboratory practice. 

Fill in the blank: Poor finishing may cause injuries or lead to __________ during experiments. 

 

 

Importance of finishing in laboratory glassware 

Prevents injuries from sharp edges. 
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Ensures airtight seals in joints. 
Improves durability of apparatus. 
Enhances professional quality of laboratory glassware. 

 
 

 

Pilot questions 5.3 

Define grinding in the context of glassblowing. 
State one tool used for grinding glass surfaces. 
What is the purpose of polishing after grinding? 
Mention one method used for polishing glass. 
Why is finishing important in laboratory glassware performance? 

 

 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has focused on advanced forming and finishing techniques in glassblowing, which 

are vital for producing functional and professional-quality laboratory glassware. Its purpose was 

to equip you with practical skills in shaping and refining glass so that the apparatus you create is 

safe, durable, and suitable for scientific use. These processes build directly on the foundational 

cutting, rotation, and joining methods studied earlier, extending your competence into more 

specialised applications. 

We began by examining bulb blowing, where you learnt the principles of bulb formation, the 

importance of flame control, and the applications of bulbs in laboratory equipment. Then we 

moved on to forming techniques, covering bending, drawing, and sealing, with emphasis on 

smooth curves, narrow sections, and airtight joints. Finally, we explored finishing techniques, 

including grinding and polishing, highlighting their role in removing sharp edges, refining 

surfaces, and ensuring safe handling. In line with the Series Learning Outcomes, you should now 

be able to explain and demonstrate bulb blowing, apply forming methods such as bending, 

drawing, and sealing, and evaluate finishing processes like grinding and polishing, thereby 

strengthening your ability to produce reliable and high-quality glassware. 

Concept Check Questions [Series 5] 

Objective Questions 

Identify the principle behind bulb formation in glassblowing. (Linked to SLO 5.1) 
State one tool used for bulb blowing. (Linked to SLO 5.2) 
Which laboratory apparatus commonly uses bulbs for increased capacity? (Linked to SLO 5.3) 
What is the key requirement for achieving smooth bends in glass tubing? (Linked to SLO 5.4) 
Define sealing in the context of glassblowing. (Linked to SLO 5.6) 
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Name one tool used for grinding glass surfaces. (Linked to SLO 5.7) 

 

Short-Answer Questions 

Explain why flame control is important in bulb blowing. (Linked to SLO 5.2) 
Describe one application of drawing in laboratory glassware. (Linked to SLO 5.5) 
Outline one precaution to avoid weak seals when joining glass. (Linked to SLO 5.6) 
Compare grinding and polishing, highlighting one key difference in their purpose. (Linked to SLO 5.7, SLO 
5.8) 
Evaluate why finishing is critical for laboratory glassware performance. (Linked to SLO 5.9) 

Long-Answer Questions 

Discuss bulb blowing techniques, including principles, tools, flame control, and applications. (Linked to 
SLO 5.1, SLO 5.2, SLO 5.3) 

Basic response: Based on Series-only knowledge. 
Value-added response: For outstanding learners who go beyond the basics. 

Analyse forming techniques in glassblowing, focusing on bending, drawing, and sealing. (Linked to SLO 
5.4, SLO 5.5, SLO 5.6) 

Basic response: Based on Series-only knowledge. 
Value-added response: For outstanding learners who go beyond the basics. 

Appraise finishing techniques in glassblowing, considering grinding, polishing, and their importance in 
laboratory practice. (Linked to SLO 5.7, SLO 5.8, SLO 5.9) 

Basic response: Based on Series-only knowledge. 
Value-added response: For outstanding learners who go beyond the basics. 

 

 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5] 

Objective Questions 

Heating glass until pliable and inflating it with controlled air. 
Blowpipe. 
Pipettes. 
Applying uniform heat while rotating the tubing. 
Sealing is the process of closing the end of a tube or fusing two pieces together. 
Grinding wheel. 
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Short-Answer Questions 

Flame control ensures even heating, preventing weak spots and uneven expansion. 
Drawing is used to create fine tips for pipettes or narrow necks for flasks. 
Avoid trapping air bubbles by heating evenly and rotating during sealing. 
Grinding removes sharp edges and shapes glass, while polishing refines surfaces for smooth finishes. 
Finishing prevents injuries, ensures airtight seals, and improves durability and professional quality. 

 

Long-Answer Questions 

Basic response: Bulb blowing involves heating glass until pliable, using blowpipes to introduce 

air, and rotating for even expansion. Applications include pipettes, condensers, and flasks. 

Value-added response: Learners may add that bulb size and shape depend on flame intensity 

and air pressure, and advanced bulb blowing is used in specialised scientific apparatus requiring 

precise control. 

Basic response: Forming techniques include bending glass with uniform heat, drawing tubing to 

create narrow sections, and sealing ends to form airtight joints. 

Value-added response: Learners may add that forming techniques are critical in designing 

complex apparatus such as distillation setups, and advanced sealing methods prevent leaks under 

high-pressure or vacuum conditions. 

Basic response: Finishing involves grinding to remove sharp edges and polishing to refine 

surfaces, ensuring safe and durable glassware. 

Value-added response: Learners may add that finishing enhances accuracy in scientific 

experiments, prevents contamination, and is essential for producing professional-grade 

laboratory equipment used in research and industry. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5] 

Answers to Pilot Questions 5.1 

Bulb blowing is the process of inflating softened glass tubing to form a rounded expansion. 
Heating the glass evenly until pliable and introducing controlled air. 
Blowpipe. 
Flame control ensures uniform heating and prevents weak spots or uneven expansion. 
Bulbs in pipettes are used to increase capacity for holding liquid. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions 5.2 

Bending requires applying uniform heat while rotating the tubing to achieve smooth curves. 
Drawing is used to create fine tips for pipettes or narrow necks for flasks. 
Rotation ensures symmetry and prevents irregular shapes during bending and drawing. 
Heating evenly and avoiding trapped air bubbles. 
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Heat the ends evenly, rotate during sealing, and avoid air bubbles. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions 5.3 

Grinding is the process of smoothing or shaping glass surfaces using abrasive tools. 
Grinding wheel. 
Polishing removes fine scratches left after grinding. 
Polishing powders or felt wheels. 
Finishing prevents injuries, ensures airtight seals, improves durability, and enhances professional 

quality. 

 

 


