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Course Code: LIT 202
Course Title: Introduction to English Poetry
Course Credit Load: 2 Units

Series 1: Romantic Poetry And Its Major Voices

Series 2: Victorian Poetry And Cultural Contexts

Series 3: Augustan Poetry And Literary Traditions

Series 4: Metaphysical Poetry And Textual Illustrations

Series S: Transitions To Modern English Poetry: From Keats To Pound

Proposed Outline for Series 1

Part 1.1: Origins and features of Romantic poetry
Sub-Part 1.1.1: Historical background and cultural context
Sub-Part 1.1.2: Key characteristics of Romantie poetry

Part 1.2: Major Romantic poets and their works
Sub-Part 1.2.1: William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge
Sub-Part 1.2.2: John Keats and Percy Bysshe Shelley
Sub-Part 1.2.3: Lord Byron and other voices

Part 1.3: Themes and legacies of Romantic poetry
Sub-Part 1.3.1:Nature, imagination, and emotion

Sub-Part 1.3.2: Influence on later English poetry

Introduction

Romantic poetry emerged in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries as a powerful
response to social change, industrialisation, and the Enlightenment. It placed emphasis on
imagination, nature, and emotion, offering a fresh way of seeing the world and expressing human
experience. This Series is important because it introduces you to the foundations of English
Romantic poetry and the major voices that shaped its legacy, helping you appreciate how their
works continue to influence literature today.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to define the features of Romantic poetry,
analyse the works of its leading poets, and evaluate the themes and legacies that connect
Romanticism to later English poetry.
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We shall commence this Series by exploring the origins and features of Romantic poetry,
focusing on its historical background and key characteristics. Next, we will move on to the major
Romantic poets, beginning with Wordsworth and Coleridge, then Keats and Shelley, and finally
Byron and other voices. To conclude, we will examine the central themes of Romantic poetry,
such as nature, imagination, and emotion, and consider its enduring influence on later English

poetry.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

SLO 1.1 define the origins and features of Romantic poetry,

SLO 1.2 explain the historical background and cultural context of Romantic poetry,

SLO 1.3 analyse the works of William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge,

SLO 1.4 evaluate the contributions of John Keats and Percy Bysshe Shelley,

SLO 1.5 describe the role of Lord Byron and other Romantic voices;

SLO 1.6 identify and discuss central themes such as nature, imagination, and emotion, and
SLO 1.7 assess the legacies of Romanti¢ poetry and its mfluence on later English poetry.

1.1 Origins And Features Of Romantie,Poetry
1.1.1 Historical background and cultural context

Romantic poetry developed in Britain towards the end of the eighteenth century, during a period
of significant social and cultural change. The Romantic movement was a literary and artistic
response to the Enlightenment and the Industrial Revolution. While the Enlightenment
emphasised reason and rationality, Romanticism highlighted imagination, emotion, and the
individual’s connection to nature.

Romantic poets were deeply influenced by political events such as the French Revolution, which
inspired ideas of freedom and human rights. They also reacted against the rapid industrialisation
that was transforming rural landscapes into urban centres. This tension between progress and
tradition shaped much of their work.

Fill in the blank: Romantic poetry emerged as a response to the Enlightenment and the
Revolution.
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Figure 1.1: Historical background of Romantic poetry
1.1.2 Key characteristics of Romantic poetry

Romantic poetry is distinguished by several defining features. One of the most important is its
focus on nature, which was seen as a source of inspiration, beauty;and spiritual truth. Poets
such as Wordsworth celebrated the natural ‘world as a place of renewal and moral guidance.

Another characteristic is the emphasis on imagination, defined as the creative power of the mind
to shape experiences and transcend ordinary reality. For Romantic poets, imagination was central
to artistic expression and human understanding.

Romantic poetry also valued emotion, giving priority to feelings over rational thought. This
emotional intensity allowed poets to explore themes of love, melancholy, joy, and awe.

Fill in the blank: Romantic poetry valued imagination, nature, and as central
features.
Concept The Beautiful The Sublime

Experience |Calm, harmonious, and pleasing. [Overwhelming, vast, and terrifying.

Response  |Comfort and admiration. Awe, "delightful horror," and insignificance.

Example |A well-tended garden. A massive storm over the Alps.

Box 1.1: Key features of Romantic poetry

Pilot questions 1.1
Romantic poetry emerged as a response to the Enlightenment and the
Revolution.
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Name one political event that influenced Romantic poets.
Romantic poetry valued imagination, nature, and as central features.
State one way Romantic poets reacted against industrialisation.

Mention one Romantic poet who celebrated the natural world.

1.2 Major Romantic Poets And Their Works
1.2.1 William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge

William Wordsworth is often regarded as the central figure of English Romantic poetry. He
emphasised the beauty of nature, defined as the natural environment that inspires reflection and
moral growth. His works, such as Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey, highlight
the spiritual and emotional connection between humans and the natural world.

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, on the other hand, explored the power of imagination, which he
described as the creative faculty that transforms ordinary experiences into‘profound artistic
expression. His poem The Rime of the Ancient Mariner demonstrates how imagination can blend
reality with the supernatural to produce lasting impact.

Fill in the blank: Wordsworth emphasised the beauty of nature; while Coleridge highlighted the
power of
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Figure 1.2: Wordsworth and Coleridge as Romantic voices

1.2:2 John Keats and Percy Bysshe Shelley

John Keats is celebrated for his exploration of beauty, defined as the aesthetic quality that
inspires admiration and contemplation. His odes, such as Ode on a Grecian Urn, reflect on the
permanence of art and the fleeting nature of human life.

Percy Bysshe Shelley, in contrast, used poetry to express radical ideas about freedom and social
justice. His works, such as Ode to the West Wind, reveal his belief in the transformative power of
poetry to inspire change. Shelley’s emphasis on idealism, defined as the pursuit of higher truths
beyond material reality, made his poetry both visionary and revolutionary.
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Fill in the blank: Keats explored beauty and art, while Shelley emphasised freedom and

Feature John Keats Percy Bysshe Shelley

The "Sensuous" experience of

Primary Focus The "Idealist" pursuit of Liberty.

Art.
Key Work Ode on a Grecian Urn Prometheus Unbound
View of the A creator of beautiful, lasting An "unacknowledged legislator of the
Poet things. world."

Major Theme [The inevitability of death/decay. [The possibility of societal rebirth.

Box 1.2: Contributions of Keats and Shelley

1.2.3 Lord Byron and other voices

Lord Byron was known for his passionate and dramatic style. His works often featured the
Byronic hero, defined as a character who is rebellious, charismatic, and flawed, embodying both
strength and vulnerability. Poems such as Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage illustrate his fascination
with adventure, personal freedom, and emotional intensity.

Other Romantic voices, including poets like Robert Southey and Thomas Moore, contributed to
the diversity of the movement. They explored themes of nationalism, folklore, and personal
reflection, ensuring that Romantic poetry was not limited to a single style or perspective.

Fill in the blank: The Byronic hero is a character who is rebellious, charismatic, and
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Figure 1.3: Lord Byron and other Romantic voices
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Pilot questions 1.2
Wordsworth emphasised the beauty of nature, while Coleridge highlighted the power of

Name one poem by Coleridge that blends reality with the supernatural.
Keats explored beauty and art, while Shelley emphasised freedom and
What is the Byronic hero characterised by?

Mention one other Romantic poet apart from Wordsworth, Coleridge, Keats, Shelley, and
Byron.

1.3 Themes And Legacies Of Romantic Poetry
1.3.1 Nature, imagination, and emotion

One of the most enduring features of Romantic poetry is its celebration of nature, defined as the
physical world of landscapes, seasons, and living things that inspire human reflection. Poets such
as Wordsworth saw nature as a moral teacher, while others usediit as a source of beauty and
renewal.

Another central theme is imagination, which Romantic poets considered the creative faculty that
allows individuals to transcend ordinary reality. Coleridge, for example, believed imagination
could transform experiences into profound artistic visions.

Romantic poetry also placed strong emphasis on emotion, giving priority to feelings such as joy,
melancholy, awe, and love. This emotional intensity distinguished Romantic poetry from earlier
traditions that valued rationality.

Fill in the blank: Romantic poets considered imagination as the creative faculty that allows
individuals to transcend ordinary
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Figure 1.4: Central themes of Romantic poetry

1.3.2 Influence on later English poetry

)
Se-a LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



The legacy of Romantic poetry is evident in its influence on later movements and poets.
Victorian poets such as Alfred Lord Tennyson and Robert Browning inherited Romantic themes
of nature and emotion, but adapted them to address social and moral issues of their time.

Romanticism also paved the way for modernist experimentation, as poets like T. S. Eliot and
Ezra Pound reacted against Romantic ideals while still acknowledging their impact. The
Romantic emphasis on individuality and creativity continues to inspire contemporary poetry.

Fill in the blank: Victorian poets such as Tennyson and Browning inherited Romantic themes but
adapted them to address issues.

Era Relatlons.h{p to Key Eyolution
Romanticism
Victorian Refinement & Doubt. Natur.e becomes a site of "faith vs. science
conflict.
) . ML s
Modernist Reactionary / Critical. Sentlmeptah‘f'y nggied by "Objective
Cotrelatives.
Postmodern Deconstruction. Questioning the stability of the "Romantic Self."
Contemporary [Ecological & Activist. Nature is viewed through the lens of the
Anthropocene.

Box 1.3: Legacies of Romantic poetry

Pilot questions 1.3
Romantic poets considered imagination as the creative faculty that allows individuals to
transcend ordinary

Name one Romantic poet who celebrated nature as a moral teacher.

Victorian poets such as Tennyson and Browning inherited Romantic themes but adapted
them to address issues.

Mention one modernist poet influenced by Romanticism.

State one way Romantic poetry continues to inspire contemporary literature.
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Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to the origins, features, and major voices of Romantic poetry,
highlighting its significance within English literary history. We began by examining the
historical background and cultural context of Romanticism, identifying how events such as the
French Revolution and the Industrial Revolution shaped its development. We then explored the
contributions of leading poets, including Wordsworth, Coleridge, Keats, Shelley, Byron,‘and
other voices, each of whom brought unique perspectives to the movement. Finally, we
considered the central themes of nature, imagination, and emotion, and traced the legacies of
Romantic poetry into Victorian, modernist, and contemporary traditions.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define the origins and features of Romantic
poetry, explain its historical context, analyse the works of major poets, evaluate their
contributions, and assess the enduring influence of Romantic themes. These abilities directly
align with the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs 1.1-1.7), ensuring that you have gained a clear
and structured understanding of Romantic poetry and its place in the wider course.

Glossary Of Terms

Beauty: The aesthetic quality that inspires admiration and contemplation, often explored in
Keats’s poetry.

Byronic hero: A rebellious, charismatic, and flawed character type popularised by Lord
Byron.

Emotion: Feelings such as joy, melancholy, awe, and love, which Romantic poets considered
central to human experience.

Idealism: The pursuit of higher truths beyond material reality, often expressed in Shelley’s
visionary poetry.

Imagination: The creative faculty of the mind that transforms ordinary experiences into
artistic visions, emphasised by Coleridge.

Individualism: The focus on personal expression and the unique perspective of the poet, a
hallmark of Romantic poetry.

Nature: The physical world of landscapes, seasons, and living things, celebrated by
Romantic poets as a source of inspiration and moral guidance.

Romantic movement: A literary and artistic response to the Enlightenment and Industrial
Revolution, emphasising imagination, emotion, and nature.

Concept Check Questions [Series 1]

Objective Questions
Romantic poetry emerged as a response to the Enlightenment and the
Revolution. (Linked to SLO 1.1)
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Wordsworth emphasised the beauty of nature, while Coleridge highlighted the power of
. (Linked to SLO 1.3)

Keats explored beauty and art, while Shelley emphasised freedom and . (Linked
to SLO 1.4)

The Byronic hero is a character who is rebellious, charismatic, and . (Linked to
SLO 1.5)

Victorian poets such as Tennyson and Browning inherited Romantic themes but adapted
them to address issues. (Linked to SLO 1.7)

Short-Answer Questions
Define the Romantic movement in the context of English poetry. (Linked to SLO1.1)

Explain one way the French Revolution influenced Romantic poets. (Linked to SLO 1.2)
Identify one poem by Coleridge that blends reality with the supernatural. (Linked to SLO 1.3)
State one contribution of Shelley to Romantic poetry. (Linked to SLO 1.4)

Mention one modernist poet influenced by Romanticism. (Linked to SLO 1.7)

Long-Answer Questions
Analyse the historical background and<cultural.context that gave rise to Romantic poetry.
(Linked to SLO 1.2)

Basic response: Romantic poetry arose as a reaction to the Enlightenment’s rationalism and
the Industrial Revolution’s urbanisation, influenced by political events such as the French
Revolution.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by discussing how Romantic
poets sought freedom, individuality, and emotional depth, contrasting these with
Enlightenment ideals, and providing examples from Wordsworth or Coleridge.

Evaluate the contributions of Keats and Shelley to Romantic poetry. (Linked to SLO 1.4)

Basic response: Keats focused on beauty and permanence of art, while Shelley emphasised
freedom, justice, and idealism.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may illustrate with textual references, such as
Keats’s Ode on a Grecian Urn and Shelley’s Ode to the West Wind, and explain how
their works reflect Romantic ideals of art and transformation.

Discuss the central themes of Romantic poetry and their influence on later English poetry.
(Linked to SLO 1.6 & 1.7)

Basic response: Romantic poetry emphasised nature, imagination, and emotion, which
influenced Victorian poets and inspired later traditions.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may compare Romantic themes with Victorian
adaptations, such as Tennyson’s moral reflections, and modernist reactions by Eliot or
Pound, showing continuity and change across literary history.
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Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1]

Objective Questions
Industrial

Imagination
Idealism
Flawed
Social

Short-Answer Questions
The Romantic movement was a literary and artistic response to the Enlightenment and Industrial
Revolution, emphasising imagination, emotion, and nature.

The French Revolution inspired Romantic poets with ideas of freedom, human rights, and social
change.

The Rime of the Ancient Mariner.

Shelley expressed radical ideas of freedom and justice, and used poetry as a transformative force.
T. S. Eliot or Ezra Pound.

Long-Answer Questions

Basic response: Romantic poetry arose as a reaction to Enlightenment rationalism and
industrialisation, influenced by the French Revolution. Value-added response: It emphasised
freedom, individuality, and emotion, contrasting Enlightenment ideals, with examples from
Wordsworth and Coleridge.

Basic response: Keats focused on beauty and permanence of art, while Shelley emphasised
freedom and idealism. Value-added response: Keats’s Ode on a Grecian Urn and Shelley’s
Ode to the West Wind illustrate Romantic ideals of art and transformation.

Basic response: Romantic poetry emphasised nature, imagination, and emotion, influencing
Victorian and ater traditions. Value-added response: Victorian poets like Tennyson adapted
Romantic themes to moral issues, while modernists such as Eliot reacted against Romantic ideals
but acknowledged their impact.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1]

Part 1.1
Industrial

French Revolution
Emotion
They resisted urbanisation and industrialisation.
William Wordsworth
Part 1.2
ol
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Imagination

The Rime of the Ancient Mariner
Idealism

Rebellious, charismatic, and flawed
Robert Southey or Thomas Moore

Part 1.3
Reality

Wordsworth
Social
T. S. Eliot or Ezra Pound

It continues to inspire individuality and creativity in contempotary poetry.

References and Attributions [Series 1]
Figures

Figure 1.1: Historical background of Romantic poetry — Al-generated suggestion
using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing the historical background of
Romantic poetry, including Enlightenment, French Revolution, and Industrial
Revolution influences.” Suggested search string: “Romantic poetry historical
background diagram OER.”

Figure 1.2: Wordsworth and Coleridge as Romantic voices — Al-generated
suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing Wordsworth’s focus on
nature and Coleridge’s emphasis on imagination and supernatural themes.”
Suggested search string: “Wordsworth Coleridge Romantic poetry diagram
OER.”

Figure 1.3: Lord Byron and other Romantic voices — Al-generated suggestion using
the prompt: “Create a diagram showing Byron’s Byronic hero and contributions
of other Romantic poets such as Southey and Moore.” Suggested search string:
“Byron Byronic hero Romantic poetry diagram OER.”

Figure 1.4: Central themes of Romantic poetry — Al-generated suggestion using the
prompt: “Create a diagram showing central themes of Romantic poetry: nature,
imagination, and emotion.” Suggested search string: “Romantic poetry themes
nature imagination emotion OER.”

Boxes

Box 1.1: Key features of Romantic poetry — Al-generated suggestion using the
prompt: “Generate a text box listing key features of Romantic poetry, including
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nature, imagination, emotion, and individualism.” Suggested search string:
“Romantic poetry key features OER.”

Box 1.2: Contributions of Keats and Shelley — Al-generated suggestion using the
prompt: “Generate a text box listing contributions of Keats and Shelley, including
beauty, art, freedom, justice, and idealism.” Suggested search string: “Keats
Shelley Romantic poetry contributions OER.”

Box 1.3: Legacies of Romantic poetry — Al-generated suggestion using the prompt:
“Generate a text box listing legacies of Romantic poetry, including influence on
Victorian poets, modernist reaction, and contemporary relevance.” Suggested
search string: “Romantic poetry legacy Victorian modernist contemporary OER.”

Key Terms and Concepts

Definitions of Romantic movement, nature, imagination, emotion, beauty,
idealism, Byronic hero, and individualism were introduced and explained
within the instructional content of Series 1.

Open Educational Resources (OERs)

Suggested search strings throughout Series 1 are intended to guide learners and
instructors towards open-access diagrams, tables, and scholarly materials that can
supplement the instructional content.

Course Code: LIT 202

Course Title: Introduction to English Poetry

Course Credit Load: 2 Units

Series 1: Romantic Poetry And Its Major Voices

Series 2: Victorian Poetry And Cultural Contexts
Series 3: Augustan Poetry And Literary Traditions
Series 4: Metaphysical Poetry And Textual Illustrations

Series 5: Transitions To Modern English Poetry: From Keats To Pound

Proposed Outline for Series 2
Part 2.1: Historical background of Victorian poetry
Sub-Part 2.1.1: Social and cultural context of the Victorian era
Sub-Part 2.1.2: Literary characteristics of Victorian poetry
Part 2.2: Major Victorian poets and their contributions
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Sub-Part 2.2.1: Alfred Lord Tennyson
Sub-Part 2.2.2: Robert Browning and Elizabeth Barrett Browning
Sub-Part 2.2.3: Matthew Arnold
Part 2.3: Themes and legacies of Victorian poetry
Sub-Part 2.3.1: Religion, doubt, and morality
Sub-Part 2.3.2: Influence on later English poetry

Introduction

Victorian poetry emerged in the nineteenth eentury, a time marked by industrial progress,
scientific discovery, and profound social change. Poets of this era grappled with questions of
faith, morality, and the human condition, reflecting the anxieties and aspirations of a rapidly
transforming society. This Series is important because it helps you see how poetry became a
mirror of Victorian culture, offering insights into the values and struggles of the age while
shaping the course of English literature.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the historical background of Victorian poetry,
examine the contributions of its major poets, and evaluate the themes and legacies that connect
this period to laterliterary traditions.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the historical background of Victorian poetry,
focusing on the social and cultural context of the era and its literary characteristics. Next, we will
move on to the major poets, beginning with Alfred Lord Tennyson, then Robert Browning and
Elizabeth Barrett Browning, and finally Matthew Arnold. To conclude, we will examine the
central themes of Victorian poetry, such as religion, doubt, and morality, and consider its
influence on later English poetry.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

SLO 2.1 define the historical background and cultural context of Victorian poetry,
SLO 2.2 describe the literary characteristics that distinguish Victorian poetry,
SLO 2.3 analyse the contributions of Alfred Lord Tennyson,
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SLO 2.4 evaluate the works of Robert Browning and Elizabeth Barrett Browning,

SLO 2.5 explain the role of Matthew Arnold in Victorian poetry,

SLO 2.6 identify and discuss central themes such as religion, doubt, and morality, and
SLO 2.7 assess the legacies of Victorian poetry and its influence on later English traditions.

2.1 Historical Background Of Victorian Poetry
2.1.1 Social and cultural context of the Victorian era

The Victorian era refers to the period of Queen Victoria’s reignfrom 1837 to 1901. It was a
time of rapid industrialisation, scientific advancement, and social reform. The expansion of cities
and factories created new opportunities but also led to poverty, overcrowding, and harsh working
conditions. These realities influenced poets, who often reflected on the tension between progress
and human suffering.

Religion and morality were central concerns of the age. Many Victorians struggled with doubt as
scientific discoveries, such as Darwin’s theory of evolution, challenged traditional beliefs. Poetry
became a medium through which writers expressed both faith and uncertainty, offering readers a
way to grapple with these profound questions.

SCIENCE:
INDUSTRIALISATION: "\~
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SHIFT
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THE VICTORIAN SOCIAL
AND CULTURAL CONTEXT:
INTERACTION AND TRANSFORMATION

WORKNG CLASS
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Figure 2.1: Social and cultural context of the Victorian era
2.1.2 Literary characteristics of Victorian poetry

Victorian poetry is characterised by its moral seriousness and engagement with social issues.
Poets often sought to balance beauty with responsibility, using verse to address questions of
faith, doubt, and human progress.
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Another feature is the use of dramatic monologue, defined as a poetic form in which a single
speaker addresses a silent listener, revealing their thoughts and emotions. Robert Browning
perfected this form, allowing readers to explore complex psychological states.

Victorian poets also experimented with narrative poetry, defined as verse that tells a story,
often with detailed descriptions and moral lessons. This style reflected the Victorian interest in
realism and the everyday lives of ordinary people.

Fill in the blank: Robert Browning perfected the poetic form known as the

monologue.
Key Topic Romantic Poetry Victorian Poetry
The Individual (The Self): Society (The Community): Often focused
Central Prized internal, personal emotion, [on external social issues, communal values,
Focus intuition, and individual and the "Condition of England" question.
experience. The poet’s own The poet often acted as a public
feelings were paramount. intellectual.
Transcendental: Nature wasa [Descriptive/Anxious: Nature was often
Relationship [source of sublime experience, observed realistically, or used as a source
to Nature spiritual renewal, and a reflection * jof anxious doubt (reflecting the impact of
of the divine. science/industrialization).
Splrltqal/Mystlc? l g asized a Crisis/Struggle: Frequently centered on
. . highly individualistic, often e S )
Relationship -y the "Crisis of Faith," a struggle to reconcile
. pantheistic or unorthodox i . . ;
to Religion A & . traditional religious belief with new
spirituality, separate from o i . .
¢ scientific theories (like evolution).
established dogma.
fhe Lyiic: Dominated by the The Dramatic Monologug: Famo.us for
. R . the first-person, non-autobiographical
Primary first-person lyric ("I"), expressing
' . monologue. Poets spoke through
Form/Style direct personal feeling and . :
X L characters, creating psychological and
Imagination. .
moral distance.
Exploration 'of.Beauty: Art was Moral Instruction: Art was often
often an end in itself (or for the : . :
. . expected to have a didactic (educational or
Goal of Art transformation of the self), aiming o .
moral) purpose, guiding or teaching the
to capture the transcendent =
sublime. reader about ethical issues.

Box 2.1: Key characteristics of Victorian poetry
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Pilot questions 2.1
The Victorian era lasted from 1837 to

Name one scientific discovery that challenged traditional beliefs during the Victorian era.

Victorian poetry is characterised by moral seriousness and engagement with
issues.

Robert Browning perfected the poetic form known as the monologue:

What type of poetry tells a story with realism and moral lessons?

2.2 Major Victorian Poets And Their Contributions
2.2.1 Alfred Lord Tennyson

Alfred Lord Tennyson was the Poet Laureate of the Victorian era and is remembered for his
lyrical mastery and exploration of themes such as faith, doubt;and the passage of time. His poem
In Memoriam A.H.H. reflects on grief and the struggle to reconcile religious faith with scientific
discovery. Tennyson’s work often combined personal emotion with broader cultural concerns,
making him a voice of his age.

Fill in the blank: Tennyson’s In Memoriam A.H.H. reflects on grief and the struggle to reconcile
faith with scientific discovery.

=
TENNYSON’S POETIC CONTRIBUTIONS:

" GRIEF,LOSS,
7" AND MELANCHOLY

e

ELEGIES TO ARTHUR /| ATMOSPHERE OF

comment on key national events,
‘morals, & the British Empire.
REINTERPRETING MYTH
Using sl open et
ral (eg., "}
O tho King™to reate a 6thCH
‘guide for Victorian society. ’ BRIGADEAID
= _EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE DIAGRAM - CREATED FOR OER >

Figure 2.2: Alfred Lord Tennyson’s contributions to Victorian poetry

2.2.2 Robert Browning and Elizabeth Barrett Browning

Robert Browning is best known for his use of the dramatic monologue, a poetic form where a
single speaker reveals their thoughts to a silent listener. Poems such as My Last Duchess
showease his skill in exploring psychological depth and moral complexity.

Elizabeth Barrett Browning, his wife, gained fame for her passionate and socially engaged
poetry. Her collection Sonnets from the Portuguese is celebrated for its intimate exploration of
love, while her poem The Cry of the Children addressed the harsh realities of child labour during
the Industrial Revolution.
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Fill in the blank: Robert Browning perfected the poetic form known as the

monologue.
. Robert Browning: My Last Elizabeth Barrett Browning: Aurora
Key Topic .
Duchess Leigh
The Dramgtlc Monologue: The Novel-in-Verse: A long, narrative
. Features a single, non- L. . .

Dominant autobiographical speaker (the Duke poem (in nine books) that functions like aj
Form srap P novel, telling the complete life story of

of Ferrara) addressing a silent,
specific audience (the envoy).

the protagonist, Autora.

Primary Voice

Objective/Detached: The poet
disappears entirely. We must
deduce the speaker's true, often
sinister, character through their
own words and justifications.

Subjective/Personal: Although written
as a fictional autobiography, the voice is
intimate and directly reflects many of
Elizabeth’s own passionate beliefs and
experiences.as a female artist.

Core Theme

The Dark Side of Human
Psychology: Explores themes of
absolute control, jealousy,
objectification of women, and the
terrifying nature of an unreliable
narrator's mind:

Social and Female Empowerment:
Addresses the "Woman Question,"
advocating for a woman's right to
intellectual and creative independence,
challenging patriarchal marriage, and
critiquing the narrow role of the female
artist.

The Private Crisis of Morality:

The Public Crisis of Social Reform:
Directly tackles the "Condition of

requiring the reader to active
interpret the speaker's intent.

Victorian [Focuses on the internal, hidden " .. .
" cie . . . England" question, including poverty,
Condition corruption that can exist behind a lass structures. the education of women
Addressed imask of aristocracy and aesthetic nd the NEED ’for social reform ’
appreciation (art vs. morality). e
(utilitarianism).
Intellectual Realism: Aims for Moral and Aesthetic Truth: Aims to
psychological truth and complexity. |merge the beauty of poetry with a
Aesthetic Goal [The poem is a "solver's riddle," powerful moral and didactic (teaching)

message, showing that art has a duty to
engage with the real world.

Box 2.2: Contributions of Robert and Elizabeth Barrett Browning
2.2.3 Matthew Arnold
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Matthew Arnold combined poetry with cultural criticism, reflecting the intellectual spirit of the
Victorian age. His poem Dover Beach captures the sense of religious doubt and uncertainty that
characterised the period. Arnold emphasised the importance of literature as a moral and cultural
force, believing poetry could provide guidance in times of social and spiritual crisis.

Fill in the blank: Arnold’s poem Dover Beach captures the sense of religious and
uncertainty in the Victorian age.

MATTHEW ARNOLD’S
CONTRIBUTIONS: FAITH, CULTURE,

RELIGIOUS DOUBT: AND ‘MORAL FORCE. CULTURAL CRITICISM
THE ‘CRISIS OF FAITH' “CULTURE & ANARCHY’
& SPIRITUAL ISOLATION Doubt feeds & SOCEITAL REFORM

critique \ \
= LOSS OF o . CRITIQUE OF \
TRADITIONAL & Critique VICTORIAN

2 CERTAINTY explains <= SOCIETY

- malaise
&' MALAISE" \/
st

€

MATTHEW ARNOLD:
BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN
FAITH, SOCIETY, AND ART,
A MORAL GUIDE IN A
DOUBTFUL AGE.

Poetry Culture THE FUNCTION
spir'llual inlor‘!\s OF CRITICISM

solace POETRY AS A morality

MORAL FORCE

& ‘CRITICISM OF LIFE

Poetry
implements
spiritual Culture
solace

RIOUSNTSS

Figure 2.3: Matthew Arnold’s contributions to Victorian poetry

Pilot questions 2.2
Tennyson’s In Memoriam A.H.H. reflects on grief and the struggle to reconcile
faith with scientific discovery.

Name one poem by Robert Browning that uses the dramatic monologue.

Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s 7he Cry of the Children addressed the harsh realities of

labour.
Robert Browning perfected the poetic form known as the monologue.
Arnold’s poem Dover Beach captures the sense of religious and uncertainty in

the Victorian age.

2.3 Themes AndikegaCies Of Victorian Poetry
2.3:1 Religion, doubt, and morality

Victorian poetry often wrestled with questions of religion, defined as the system of faith and
worship that shaped much of nineteenth-century life. Poets such as Tennyson and Arnold
expressed both devotion and uncertainty, reflecting the era’s struggle to reconcile traditional
beliefs with new scientific discoveries.

The theme of doubt, understood as uncertainty about faith and meaning, became central to
Victorian verse. Arnold’s Dover Beach is a striking example, portraying the decline of religious
certainty and the search for stability in a changing world.

-
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Morality was another key concern. Victorian poets frequently addressed issues of social justice,
duty, and personal responsibility, using poetry as a means to guide readers towards ethical
reflection.

Fill in the blank: Arnold’s Dover Beach portrays the decline of religious certainty and the search
for in a changing world.

CENTRAL THEMES OF VICTORIAN POETRY:
RELIGION, DOUBT, AND MORALITY. _

S\ ;
RELIGION: Ad A, p DOUBT:
FAITH, SPIRITUALITY, A ——x il / SCEPTICISM, REASON,
AND TRADITION & ‘a ™ AND THE "CRISIS OF FAIT
Ji.n E N3 D
s /| < & 7
!
prey o s

@

Figure 2.4: Central themes of Victorian poetry

2.3.2 Influence on later English poetry

The legacy of Victorian poetry is seen in its influence on later literary traditions. Victorian poets
bridged the gap between Romanticism and Modernism, carrying forward themes of faith and
morality while experimenting with new forms such as the dramatic monologue.

Modernist poets like T. S. Eliot reacted against Victorian moral seriousness, yet their work still
bore traces of Victorian influence, particularly in the exploration of doubt and cultural crisis.
Contemporary poetry continues to-draw on Victorian themes, especially the tension between
tradition and progress.

Fill in the blank: Victorian poets bridged the gap between Romanticism and

Primary Characteristic Key
Era " " Relationship to the Divine | Representative
of "Doubt
Work
The Struggle: A painful, [The "Withdrawing" Sea:
conscious wrestling The divine is felt as
Victorian (c. between traditional something recently lost or ~ |Matthew Arnold,
1837-1901) Christian belief and new  [receding, leaving a sense of |"Dover Beach"
scientific discoveries deep melancholy and
(Darwin, Geology). "moral weight."

)
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Primary Characteristic Key
Era y" , Relationship to the Divine | Representative
of "Doubt"
Work
The me,l: Doubtuls no The "Silence'": God is
longer a "struggle" but an
established fact. The often absent or replaced by
Modernist (c. world is seen as' spirituall broken myths. The focus T.S:Eliot, "The
1910-1945) M " p Y lshifts to the difficulty of Waste Land"
waste," fragmented, and . o
. finding any meaning in a
devoid of a central .
} chaotic, post-war world.
authority.
The Plurality: Doubt is The "Interior" Search:
often treated with irony, Faith is often reframed as a
. p Seamus Heaney,
Contemporary [secular curiosity, or as one [personal, psychological, or - .
; . : Philip Larkin
(1945—Present)  [of many competing ecological connection rather ("Church Going")
identities (scientific, than'a shared institutional g
cultural, personal). dogma.

Box 2.3: Legacies of Victorian poetry

Pilot questions 2.3

Arnold’s Dover Beach portrays the decline of religious certainty and the search for

in a changing world.

Name one Victorian poet who explored themes of faith and doubt.

Victorian poets bridged the gap between Romanticism and

What poetic form was developed and perfected by Robert Browning?

State one way Victorian poetry continues to influence contemporary literature.

Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to the historical background and cultural context of Victorian
poetry, showing how industrialisation, scientific discovery, and social change shaped the
literature of the age. We began by examining the social and cultural conditions of the Victorian
era and the literary characteristics that distinguished its poetry. We then explored the
contributions of major poets, including Alfred Lord Tennyson, Robert Browning, Elizabeth
Barrett Browning, and Matthew Arnold, each of whom reflected the concerns of their time in
unique ways. Finally, we considered the central themes of religion, doubt, and morality, and
traced the legacies of Victorian poetry into later traditions, including Modernism and
contemporary verse.

-
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By completing this Series, you should now be able to define the historical background of
Victorian poetry, describe its literary characteristics, analyse the works of its leading poets,
evaluate their contributions, and assess the enduring influence of Victorian themes. These
abilities directly align with the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs 2.1-2.7), ensuring that you
have gained a structured understanding of Victorian poetry and its cultural contexts.

Glossary Of Terms

Dramatic monologue: A poetic form in which a single speaker addresses a silent listener,
revealing their thoughts and emotions.

Industrialisation: The process of social and economic change through the growth of
factories and urban centres during the nineteenth century.

Morality: Principles of right and wrong behaviour, often explored in Vietorian poetry
through themes of duty and social justice.

Narrative poetry: Verse that tells a story, often with detailed descriptions and moral lessons.

Religion: Systems of faith and worship that shaped-Victorian life, frequently questioned in
poetry of the era.

Victorian era: The period of Queen Victoria’s reign from 1837 to 1901, marked by
industrial progress, scientific discovery, and social reform.

Doubt: A central theme in Victorian poetry, reflecting uncertainty about faith and meaning in
light of scientific and cultural change.

Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to the historical background and cultural context of Victorian
poetry, showing how industrialisation, scientific discovery, and social change shaped the
literature of the age. We began by examining the social and cultural conditions of the Victorian
era and the literary characteristics that distinguished its poetry. We then explored the
contributions 'of major poets, including Alfred Lord Tennyson, Robert Browning, Elizabeth
Barrett Browning; and Matthew Arnold, each of whom reflected the concerns of their time in
unique ways. Finally, we considered the central themes of religion, doubt, and morality, and
traced the legacies of Victorian poetry into later traditions, including Modernism and
contemporary verse.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define the historical background of
Victorian poetry, describe its literary characteristics, analyse the works of its leading poets,
evaluate their contributions, and assess the enduring influence of Victorian themes. These
abilities directly align with the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs 2.1-2.7), ensuring that you
have gained a structured understanding of Victorian poetry and its cultural contexts.

Glossary Of Terms
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Dramatic monologue: A poetic form in which a single speaker addresses a silent listener,
revealing their thoughts and emotions.

Industrialisation: The process of social and economic change through the growth of
factories and urban centres during the nineteenth century.

Morality: Principles of right and wrong behaviour, often explored in Victorian poetry.
through themes of duty and social justice.

Narrative poetry: Verse that tells a story, often with detailed descriptions and moral lessons.

Religion: Systems of faith and worship that shaped Victorian life, frequently questioned in
poetry of the era.

Victorian era: The period of Queen Victoria’s reign from 1837 to 1901, marked by
industrial progress, scientific discovery, and social reform.

Doubt: A central theme in Victorian poetry, reflecting uncertainty about faith and meaning in
light of scientific and cultural change.

Concept Check Questions [Series 2]

Objective Questions
The Victorian era lasted from 1837 to .(Linked to SLO 2.1)

Victorian poetry is characterised by moral seriousness and engagement with
issues. (Linked to SLO 2.2)

Tennyson’s In Memoriam A.H.H. reflects on grief and the struggle to reconcile
faith with scientific discovery. (Linked to SLO 2.3)

Robert Browning perfected the poetic form known as the monologue. (Linked
to SLO 2.4)
Arnold’s poem Dover Beach captures the sense of religious and uncertainty in

the Victorian age. (Linked to SLO 2.5)

Short-Answer Questions
Define the Victorian era in the context of English poetry. (Linked to SLO 2.1)

Explain one way scientific discovery influenced Victorian poets. (Linked to SLO 2.2)

Identify one poem by Robert Browning that uses the dramatic monologue. (Linked to SLO 2.4)
State one contribution of Elizabeth Barrett Browning to Victorian poetry. (Linked to SLO 2.4)
Mention one theme explored by Matthew Arnold in his poetry. (Linked to SLO 2.5)

Long-Answer Questions
Analyse the social and cultural context that shaped Victorian poetry. (Linked to SLO 2.1 & 2.2)

Basic response: Victorian poetry was shaped by industrialisation, scientific discovery, and
religious doubt, reflecting the moral seriousness of the age.
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Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by discussing how poets like
Tennyson and Arnold responded to these challenges, using poetry to explore grief, faith,
and cultural uncertainty.

Evaluate the contributions of Robert Browning and Elizabeth Barrett Browning to Victorian
poetry. (Linked to SLO 2.4)

Basic response: Robert Browning developed the dramatic monologue, while Elizabeth
Barrett Browning wrote passionate love poetry and addressed social issues such as child
labour.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may illustrate with textual references, such as
Browning’s My Last Duchess and Barrett Browning’s The Cry of the Children, showing
how their works combined psychological depth and social engagement.

Discuss the central themes of Victorian poetry and their influence on later traditions. (Linked to
SLO 2.6 &2.7)

Basic response: Victorian poetry explored religion, doubt, and morality, bridging
Romanticism and Modernism.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may compare Victorian moral seriousness with
modernist reactions, such as Eliot’s cultural crisis, and explain how Victorian themes
continue to resonate in contemporary poetry.

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2]

Objective Questions

1901
Social
Religious
Dramatic
Doubt

Short-Answer Questions
The Victorian era was the period of Queen Victoria’s reign (1837-1901), marked by
industrialisation, scientific discovery, and social reform.

Discoveries such as Darwin’s theory of evolution challenged traditional beliefs and inspired
poets to explore themes of faith and doubt.

My Last Duchess.

Elizabeth Barrett Browning wrote Sonnets from the Portuguese and The Cry of the Children,
addressing love and social reform.

Religious doubt and cultural uncertainty.

Long-Answer Questions

)
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Basic response: Victorian poetry reflected industrialisation, scientific discovery, and religious
doubt. Value-added response: Poets like Tennyson and Arnold used poetry to explore grief,
faith, and cultural uncertainty, making literature a moral force.

Basic response: Robert Browning developed the dramatic monologue, while Elizabeth Barrett
Browning wrote love poetry and addressed social issues. Value-added response: Browning’s
My Last Duchess and Barrett Browning’s The Cry of the Children illustrate their psychological
depth and social engagement.

Basic response: Victorian poetry explored religion, doubt, and morality, bridging Romanticism
and Modernism. Value-added response: Victorian moral seriousness influenced modernist
poets like Eliot, and its themes continue to resonate in contemporary literature.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2]

Part 2.1
1901

Darwin’s theory of evolution
Social

Dramatic

Narrative poetry

Part 2.2
Religious

My Last Duchess
Child

Dramatic

Doubt

Part 2.3
Stability

Matthew Arnold
Modernism
Dramatic monologue

It continues to inspire explorations of faith, morality, and cultural tension in contemporary
poetry.

References and Attributions [Series 2]

Figures
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Figure 2.1: Social and cultural context of the Victorian era — Al-generated
suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing the social and cultural
context of the Victorian era, including industrialisation, science, and religion.”
Suggested search string: “Victorian poetry social cultural context diagram OER.”

Figure 2.2: Alfred Lord Tennyson’s contributions to Victorian poetry — Al-generated
suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing Tennyson’s
contributions to Victorian poetry, including faith, doubt, grief, and cultural
voice.” Suggested search string: “Tennyson Victorian poetry contributions
diagram OER.”

Figure 2.3: Matthew Arnold’s contributions to Victorian poetry — Al-generated
suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing Matthew Arnold’s
contributions to Victorian poetry, including religious doubt, cultural criticism, and
poetry as moral force.” Suggested search string: “Matthew Arnold Victorian
poetry contributions diagram OER.”

Figure 2.4: Central themes of Victorian poetry — Al-generated suggestion using the
prompt: “Create a diagram showing central themes of Victorian poetry: religion,
doubt, and morality.” Suggested search string: “Victorian poetry themes religion
doubt morality OER.”

Boxes

Box 2.1: Key characteristics of Victorian poetry — Al-generated suggestion using the
prompt: “Generate a text box listing key characteristics of Victorian poetry,
including moral seriousness, dramatic monologue, and narrative poetry.”
Suggested search string: “Victorian poetry key characteristics OER.”

Box 2.2: Contributions of Robert and Elizabeth Barrett Browning — Al-generated
suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing contributions of Robert
Browning and Elizabeth Barrett Browning, including dramatic monologue, love
poetry, and social reform.” Suggested search string: “Browning Victorian poetry
contributions OER.”

Box 2.3: Legacies of Victorian poetry — Al-generated suggestion using the prompt:
“Generate a text box listing legacies of Victorian poetry, including bridging
Romanticism and Modernism, dramatic monologue, and cultural influence.”
Suggested search string: “Victorian poetry legacy Romanticism Modernism
OER.”

Key Terms and Concepts

Definitions of Victorian era, industrialisation, religion, doubt, morality, dramatic
monologue, and narrative poetry were introduced and explained within the
instructional content of Series 2.

Open Educational Resources (OERSs)
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Suggested search strings throughout Series 2 are intended to guide learners and
instructors towards open-access diagrams, tables, and scholarly materials that can
supplement the instructional content.

Course Code: LIT 202
Course Title: Introduction to English Poetry
Course Credit Load: 2 Units

Series 1: Romantic Poetry And Its Major Voices

Series 2: Victorian Poetry And Cultural Contexts

Series 3: Augustan Poetry And Literary Traditions

Series 4: Metaphysical Poetry And Textual Illustrations

Series 5: Transitions To Modern English Poetry: From Keats To Pound

Proposed Outline for Series 3
Part 3.1: Historical background of Augustan poetry
Sub-Part 3.1.1:Social and political context of the Augustan age
Sub-Part 3.1.2: Literary characteristics of Augustan poetry
Part 3.2: Major Augustan poets and their contributions
Sub-Part 3.2.1: Alexander Pope
Sub-Part 3.2.2: Jonathan Swift
Sub-Part 3.2.3: Other Augustan voices (e.g., John Dryden)
Part 3.3: Themes and legacies of Augustan poetry
Sub-Part 3.3.1: Satire, reason, and order
Sub-Part 3.3.2: Influence on later English poetry
o
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Introduction

In the last Series, we explored Victorian poetry and saw how poets responded to
industrialisation, scientific discovery, and questions of faith and morality. We now turn back in
time to the Augustan age, a period in the early eighteenth century marked by political stability,
intellectual confidence, and a strong emphasis on order and reason. Augustan poetry is important
because it reflects the values of its age through satire, wit, and classical influence, offering us a
window into how literature shaped and mirrored society.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the historical background of Augustan poetry,
examine the contributions of its major poets, and evaluate the themes and traditions that connect
this period to later English literature.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the historical background of Augustan poetry,
focusing on the social and political context of the age and the literary characteristics that defined
its verse. Next, we will move on to the-major poets, beginning with Alexander Pope, then
Jonathan Swift, and finally John Dryden and other voices. To conclude, we will examine the
central themes of satire, reason, and order, and consider the legacies of Augustan poetry in
shaping later traditions.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

SLO 3.1 define the historical background and cultural context of Augustan poetry,

SLO 3.2 describe the literary characteristics that distinguish Augustan poetry,

SLO 3.3 analyse the contributions of Alexander Pope,

SLO 3.4 evaluate the works of Jonathan Swift,

SLO 3.5 explain the role of John Dryden and other Augustan voices,

SLO 3.6 identify and discuss central themes such as satire, reason, and order, and

SLO 3.7 assess the legacies of Augustan poetry and its influence on later English traditions.
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Introduction

In the last Series, we explored Victorian poetry and saw how poets responded to
industrialisation, scientific discovery, and questions of faith and morality. We now turn back in
time to the Augustan age, a period in the early eighteenth century marked by political stability,
intellectual confidence, and a strong emphasis on order and reason. Augustan poetry is important
because it reflects the values of its age through satire, wit, and classical influence, offering us a
window into how literature shaped and mirrored society.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the historical background of‘Augustan poetry,
examine the contributions of its major poets, and evaluate the themes and traditions that connect
this period to later English literature.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the historical background of Augustan poetry,
focusing on the social and political context of the age and the literary characteristics that defined
its verse. Next, we will move on to the major poets, beginning with Alexander Pope, then
Jonathan Swift, and finally John Dryden and other voices. To conclude, we will examine the
central themes of satire, reason, and order, and consider the legacies of Augustan poetry in
shaping later traditions.

Series Learning Qutcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
SLO 3.1 define the historical background and cultural context of Augustan poetry,
SLO 3.2 describe the literary characteristics that distinguish Augustan poetry,
SLO 3.3 analyse the contributions of Alexander Pope,
SLO 3.4 evaluate the works of Jonathan Swift,
SLO 3.5 explain the role of John Dryden and other Augustan voices,
SLO 3.6 identify and discuss central themes such as satire, reason, and order, and

SLO 3.7 assess the legacies of Augustan poetry and its influence on later English traditions.

3.2 Major Augustan Poets And Their Contributions
3.2.1 Alexander Pope
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Alexander Pope is regarded as one of the most influential poets of the Augustan age. He was
celebrated for his mastery of heroic couplets, defined as pairs of thymed lines in iambic
pentameter that often convey wit and balance. Pope’s works, such as The Rape of the Lock and
An Essay on Man, combined satire with philosophical reflection, addressing themes of vanity,
morality, and human nature.

Fill in the blank: Pope’s mastery of couplets made him a leading voice of the
Augustan age.

ALEXANDER POPE’S conrmiavrions
TO AUGUSTAN POETRY: OO CRITIQUE &y,

Ra, el

g MAPPING THE AGE OF WIT AND BALANCE. 853 % o A

HEROIC 0} *F SATIRE: %%
COUPLETS: UNMASKING

DEFINING THE METRE e el VANITY & MORALITY

= ® W7
] 3
! . POPE'S LEGACY: B x > :

o e ASTER O L A®
ATTACKING VICE & VANITY | PUBLIC MORAL PURPOSE

£ essavonman [0
SESerne

R

Figure 3.2: Alexander Pope’s contributions to Augustan poetry
3.2.2 Jonathan Swift

Jonathan Swift was a master of satire, using poetry and prose to expose hypocrisy and
corruption. His poem The Lady’s Dressing Room and his prose work Gulliver’s Travels reveal
his sharp wit and ability to critique society. Swift’s satire often carried moral seriousness, aiming
not only to entertain but also to reform.

Fill in the blank: Swift’s prose work 1s a satirical critique of society and human
folly.
Element Mechanism Objective

Creating a narrator who is often "blind" [To let the reader discover the truth

The P . .
¢ to their own absurdity. through the narrator's errors.

Making humans appear tiny or insect-  [To show the insignificance of human

Diminution” o (Lillipur). pride and petty politics.

Making human flaws appear giant or To expose the grossness of physical

Magnification microscopic (Brobdingnag). and moral imperfections.
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Element

Mechanism

Objective

Parody

Mimicking the style of travelogues or
scientific papers.

To mock the arrogance of "modern"
Enlightenment knowledge.

Box 3.2: Contributions of Jonathan Swift
3.2.3 Other Augustan voices (John Dryden and others)

John Dryden, often considered the first major poet of the Augustan age, set the tone for its
literary style. He was known for his use of classical imitation and his ability to blend poetry with
political commentary. Dryden’s works, such as Absalom and Achitophel, exemplify the
Augustan emphasis on order, clarity, and satire.

Other poets, including Samuel Johnson and lesser-known figures, contributed to the richness of
the period by reinforcing its values of wit, balance, and moral reflection.

Fill in the blank: Dryden’s poem
clarity, and satire.

exemplifies the Augustan emphasis on order,

JOHN DRYDEN’S CONTRIBUTIONS:
FOUNDING THE AUGUSTAN AGE 4

 WSSICAL IMITAT AL comMENr
/ "“"& REFINEMENT 2 \ &SATIRE AR}

/' TRANSLATION OF

\
/ 1 DEVELOPMENT OF
/' ANCIENT MASTERS v ARo

LITERARY STANDARDS |

eyt |
WF).

L S \ | INTERACTIONS = nelaeof e
leg i A \ e, e (€9, i e

ot MORAL PURPOSE

THE MEDAL [[T)

“True Wit Nature to advantage dres,
of was thought but
well expressed.

ABSALOMAND o
CHITOPMEI. MAC FLECKNOE
mw soned

Figure 3.3: John Dryden’s contributions to Augustan poetry

Pilot guestions 3.2

Pope’s mastery of couplets made him a leading voice of the Augustan age.
Name one poem by Pope that combines satire with philosophical reflection.

Swift’s prose work is a satirical critique of society and human folly.
Dryden’s poem exemplifies the Augustan emphasis on order, clarity, and satire.

Mention one way lesser-known Augustan poets contributed to the period.

3.2 Major Augustan Poets And Their Contributions
3.2.1 Alexander Pope
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Alexander Pope is regarded as one of the most influential poets of the Augustan age. He was
celebrated for his mastery of heroic couplets, defined as pairs of thymed lines in iambic
pentameter that often convey wit and balance. Pope’s works, such as The Rape of the Lock and
An Essay on Man, combined satire with philosophical reflection, addressing themes of vanity,
morality, and human nature.

Fill in the blank: Pope’s mastery of
Augustan age.

couplets made him a leading voice of the

ALEXANDER POPE: CONTRIBUTIONS TO AUGUSTAN POETRY

MAIOR CONTRIBUTIONs.

= L ‘
1, HEROIC COUPLETS (POETIC FORM)
/ WIT & BALANCE
(D) MORAL PURPOSE A

“Uses Am)mesls & Panlehsm
‘ AAESTHETIC DISTINCTION 'CORRECTING VICE

“Creates Rhythm & Musicality
Q omonmms vm and clamy m
- Advocates For um 3 Virtue
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-Elevates English Versification Corrects through’ piie Q
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LATE 17TH TO EARLY 18TH CENTURY

Figure 3.2: Alexander Pope’s contributions to Augustan poetry
3.2.2 Jonathan Swift

2. SATIRE (SOCIAL CRITIQUE)
RALITY

VANITY & MOI

; S 1 O
TARGETS & EXPOSURE
HUMAN FOLLY A SYSTEM OF MAN
Crluques Pride & Vanity Explores Human Na
Hypocrisy & Corruption mnmmmwmm‘m Man
p “Exposes Social Superfiuity w Q pnm m Fate (Moira)
“The Rape of the Lock

REASON & RELIGION

. Reconclles Reaton & Faith
- Addresses Human Limitation
Argues for Hope & Nt
The Great Chain of Being

Jonathan Swift was a master of satire, using poetry and prose to expose hypocrisy and
corruption. His poem The Lady’s Dressing Room and his prose work Gulliver’s Travels reveal
his sharp wit and ability to critique society. Swift’s satire often carried moral seriousness, aiming
not only to entertain but also to-reform.

Fill in the blank: Swift’s prose work is a satirical critique of society and human

folly.
Technique In-Story Example Underlying Critique
Diminution The tiny Lilliputians fighting over shoe [The pe‘Ftlpess of European political
heels. and religious wars.
Maghification The giant .Brobdlngnaglans seeing The physical apd moral imperfections
human skin as gross. hidden by vanity.
The "Projectors" of Laputa trying to The impractical and arrogant nature
Parody o .
extract sunbeams from cucumbers. of scientific obsession.
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Technique In-Story Example Underlying Critique

Utopian The logical Houyhnhnms (horses) vs. The idea that humans have lost theif
Irony the filthy Yahoos (humans). claim to being "rational" creatures.

Box 3.2: Contributions of Jonathan Swift
3.2.3 Other Augustan voices (John Dryden and others)

John Dryden, often considered the first major poet of the Augustan age, set the tone for its
literary style. He was known for his use of classical imitation and his ability to blend poetry with
political commentary. Dryden’s works, such as Absalom and Achitophel, exemplify the
Augustan emphasis on order, clarity, and satire.

Other poets, including Samuel Johnson and lesser-known figures, contributed to the richness of
the period by reinforcing its values of wit, balance, and moral reflection.

Fill in the blank: Dryden’s poem exemplifies the Augustan emphasis on order,
clarity, and satire.

JOHN DRYDEN’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO AUGUSTAN POETRY

MAJOR CONTRIBUTIONS: REFINEMENT, SATIRE, & | ;7epany STYLE
“HE MASTER OF THE AUGUSTAN FORM
1. CLASSICAL IMITATION 3. ORDER AND CLARITY

(REFINEMENT) » 2. POLITICAL COMMENTARY \‘ (LITERARY STYLE)
IMITATION & ADAPTATION (SATlRE) CRITICAL THEORY & PRACIICE
WIT & CRITIQUE
QMé vafis / C .
RrEy g %

A« MG Styilzly neatly
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Homer or Virgil Rom o Gt ches anendBooks
ANEW DIRECTION

SOURCE: ANCIENT AUTHORS
'MODELS OF EXCELLENCE
| « Priortizes Reason & Logic
@y Values Perspicuity & Balance
+Rejects Metaphysical Conceits

~Emulates Virgil and Horace
« Adopts Classical Forms (Epic, legy, Saire)
+Respect for Order & Rules

Exposu Polmal Factionalism
- Crtiques Monarchial Issues
~ - Ridicules Religious & Social Folly

+eg, Translations of Virgil DEVE 0 - e, Absalom and Achitophel  Promotes Clear & Common Language |
MENT & MATURATION OF ENGLISH PO

IMPACT ON ENGLISH (D) SATIRICAL TECHNIQUES (F) LITERARY INFLUENCE

AESTHETIC DISTINCTION 'AS WEAPON FOUNDATION OF CRITICISM |

Refines Versificaon & Diction -Use of Irony & Understatement bl g Uy O

Establishes the Five-Act Structure’ Parody of Epic Style (Mock Hercic) é

« Achieves Clarity & Balance + Develops the "Heroic Couplet’ Mmmmm PamcFovm

«Sets Standard for later Poets +Focuses on the Individual's Flaws + Ensures Enduring Impact

LATE 17™ TO EARLY 18™ CENTURY DEVELOPMENT OF THE AUGUSTAN AGE

Figure 3.3: John Dryden’s contributions to Augustan poetry
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Pilot questions 3.2
Pope’s mastery of couplets made him a leading voice of the Augustan age.

Name one poem by Pope that combines satire with philosophical reflection.
Swift’s prose work 1s a satirical critique of society and human folly.
Dryden’s poem exemplifies the Augustan emphasis on order, clarity, and satire.

Mention one way lesser-known Augustan poets contributed to the period.

3.3 Themes And Legacies Of Augustan Poetry
3.3.1 Satire, reason, and order

)
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One of the defining features of Augustan poetry is its use of satire, the literary technique of
using humour, irony, or exaggeration to criticise human folly and social issues. Poets such as
Pope and Swift employed satire to expose hypocrisy, corruption, and vanity, making poetry a
tool of moral and social commentary.

The age also celebrated reason, understood as logical thinking and rational judgement. Augustan
poets believed that literature should reflect clarity and balance, guiding readers towards rational
reflection. Alongside this, the emphasis on order, meaning harmony and structure in both
society and art, gave Augustan poetry its distinctive style of refinement and symmetry.

Fill in the blank: Augustan poets used humour and irony in the literary technique known as

CENTRAL THEMES OF BRITISH AUGUSTAN POETRY: SATIRE, REASON, & ORDER
TRANSITION: IDEALS & CRITIQUE
1. SATIR(E“& ps&clseal.rgmmue 2. R"E‘ASEON & RATIONQ%BEFLECTION 3. ORDER & HARIMK?C%E"%US]TRUCTURE

SSAY ON MAN, ESS)

h 4
FEATURES: MOCK-HEROIC & IRONY

Uses witas a
‘weapon

'y

Couplets

parallel structure structure

Y/
of composition __disciplned form order |

oot - 3 -
Satire as didactic correction INTEGRATION: POETIC EXPRESSION OF ENLIGHTENMENT IDEALS Order as aesthetic and moral goal
THE AUGUSTAN IMPULSE

7 LATE 17™ to MID-18™ CENTURY THE AUGUSTAN AGE — @
Figure 3.4: Central themes of Augustan poetry

with epicstyle The Rape of he Lock

b4
{B) MORAL PURPOSE: CORRECTING VICE

3.3.2 Influence on later English poetry

The legacy of Augustan poetry lies in its lasting influence on later traditions. By emphasising
wit, clarity, and moral seriousness, Augustan poets set standards that shaped English verse well
into the nineteenth century.

Romantic poetsreacted against. Augustan restraint, favouring emotion and imagination, yet they
still acknowledged the technical precision of Pope and Dryden. Victorian poets inherited the
moral seriousness of Augustan verse, while modernist writers often rejected its order but
continued to engage with its themes of satire and cultural critique.

Fill'in the blank: Romantic poets reacted against Augustan restraint, favouring and
imagination.

Feature Augustan Standard Later Adaptation
Language |Plain, "correct," and refined. Romantic "Language of the common man."

Setting The City, Coffeehouses, and Courts. [The Wild, Mountains, and Ruins.
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Feature Augustan Standard Later Adaptation

Goal To "correct" society through wit. To "express" the individual soul.

Form Strict Heroic Couplets. Flexible Blank Verse and Free Verse.

Box 3.3: Legacies of Augustan poetry

Pilot questions 3.3
Augustan poets used humour and irony in the literary technique known as

What guiding principle did Augustan poets celebrate alongside order?
Romantic poets reacted against Augustan restraint, favouring and imagination.
Name one way Victorian poets inherited Augustan traditions.

State one way modernist writers engaged with Augustan poetry.

Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to the historical background and cultural context of Augustan
poetry, showing how political stability, classical influence, and the rise of satire shaped the
literature of the early eighteenth century. We began by examining the social and political
conditions of the Augustan age and the literary characteristics that defined its poetry. We then
explored the contributions of major poets, including Alexander Pope, Jonathan Swift, and John
Dryden, each of whom used wit, satite, and classical imitation to reflect the values of their time.
Finally, we considered the central themes of satire, reason, and order, and traced the legacies of
Augustan poetry into later traditions; including Romanticism, Victorian poetry, and even
modernist reactions.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define the historical background of
Augustan poetry,describe its literary characteristics, analyse the works of Pope, Swift, and
Dryden, evaluate their contributions, and assess the enduring influence of Augustan themes.
These abilities directly align with the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs 3.1-3.7), ensuring that
you have gained a structured understanding of Augustan poetry and its literary traditions.

Glossary Of Terms

Augustan age: The early eighteenth century in Britain, named after the Roman Emperor
Augustus, symbolising order, stability, and refinement.

Classical imitation: A literary practice of drawing inspiration from ancient Greek and
Roman writers, emphasising order and symmetry.
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Heroic couplets: Pairs of rhymed lines in iambic pentameter, often used to convey wit,
balance, and clarity.

Order: Harmony and structure in both society and literature, a guiding principle of Augustan
poetry.

Reason: Logical thinking and rational judgement, celebrated as a central value in Augustan
literature.

Satire: A literary technique using humour, irony, or exaggeration to criticise human folly and
social issues.

Concept Check Questions [Series 3]

Objective Questions
The Augustan age in Britain was named after the Roman Emperor . (Linked to
SLO 3.1)

Augustan poets often used humour and irony in the literary technique known as
(Linked to SLO 3.2)

Pope’s mastery of couplets madehim a leading voice of the Augustan age.
(Linked to SLO 3.3)

Swift’s prose work is a satirical critique of society and human folly. (Linked to
SLO 3.4)
Dryden’s poem exemplifies the Augustan emphasis on order, clarity, and satire.

(Linked to SLO 3.5)

Short-Answer Questions
Define the Augustan age in the context of English poetry. (Linked to SLO 3.1)

Explain one way classical imitation influenced Augustan poetry. (Linked to SLO 3.2)

Identify one poem by Alexander Pope that combines satire with philosophical reflection. (Linked
to SLO 3.3)

State one contribution of Jonathan Swift to Augustan literature. (Linked to SLO 3.4)
Mention one way lesser-known Augustan poets contributed to the period. (Linked to SLO 3.5)

Long-Answer Questions
Analyse the social and political context that shaped Augustan poetry. (Linked to SLO 3.1 & 3.2)

Basic response: Augustan poetry was shaped by political stability, parliamentary
governance, and classical influence, reflecting values of order and refinement.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by discussing how the rise of a
literate middle class and the Hanoverian monarchy encouraged satire and wit, making
poetry a vehicle for social commentary.
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Evaluate the contributions of Pope, Swift, and Dryden to Augustan poetry. (Linked to SLO 3.3—
3.5)

Basic response: Pope mastered heroic couplets, Swift used satire to critique society, and
Dryden blended classical imitation with political commentary.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may illustrate with textual references, such as
Pope’s Essay on Man, Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels, and Dryden’s Absalom and Achitophel,
showing how each poet embodied the values of wit, order, and moral seriousness.

Discuss the central themes of Augustan poetry and their influence on later traditions. (Linked to
SLO 3.6 & 3.7)

Basic response: Augustan poetry emphasised satire, reason, and order, influencing
Romantic, Victorian, and modernist traditions.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may compare Augustan restraint with
Romantic emotion, Victorian moral seriousness, and modernist cultural critique, showing
how Augustan ideals continued to shape English literature.

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3]

Objective Questions
Augustus

Satire

Heroic

Gulliver’s Travels
Absalom and Achitophel

Short-Answer Questions
The Augustan age was the early eighteenth century in Britain, marked by political stability,
classical influence, ‘and literary refinement.

Classical imitation gave Augustan poetry order, symmetry, and refinement, drawing inspiration
from Greek and Roman models.

The Rape of the Lock ot An Essay on Man.
Swift used satire.in both poetry and prose to expose hypocrisy and corruption.

Lesser-known poets reinforced values of wit, balance, and moral reflection, contributing to the
richness of the period.

Long-Answer Questions

Basic response: Augustan poetry reflected political stability, parliamentary governance, and
classical influence. Value-added response: The rise of a literate middle class and Hanoverian
monarchy encouraged satire and wit, making poetry a tool for social commentary.

Basic response: Pope mastered heroic couplets, Swift critiqued society through satire, and
Dryden blended classical imitation with political commentary. Value-added response: Pope’s
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Essay on Man, Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels, and Dryden’s Absalom and Achitophel illustrate their
contributions to wit, order, and moral seriousness.

Basic response: Augustan poetry emphasised satire, reason, and order, influencing later
traditions. Value-added response: Romantic poets reacted against restraint, Victorians inherited
moral seriousness, and modernists engaged with satire and cultural critique.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]

Part 3.1
Augustus

Parliamentary government
Satire

Greek and Roman civilisations
Reason

Part 3.2
Heroic

An Essay on Man

Gulliver’s Travels

Absalom and Achitophel

They reinforced values of wit, balance, and moral reflection.

Part 3.3
Satire

Reason
Emotion
They inherited moral seriousness.

They engaged with satire and cultural critique.

References and Attributions [Series 3]
Figures

Figure 3.1: Social and political context of the Augustan age — Al-generated
suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing the social and political
context of the Augustan age, including monarchy, parliament, middle class, and
classical influence.” Suggested search string: “Augustan poetry social political
context diagram OER.”

Figure 3.2: Alexander Pope’s contributions to Augustan poetry — Al-generated
suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing Alexander Pope’s
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contributions to Augustan poetry, including heroic couplets, satire, and
philosophy.” Suggested search string: “Alexander Pope Augustan poetry
contributions diagram OER.”

Figure 3.3: John Dryden’s contributions to Augustan poetry — Al-generated
suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing John Dryden’s
contributions to Augustan poetry, including classical imitation, political
commentary, and satire.” Suggested search string: “John Dryden Augustan poetry
contributions diagram OER.”

Figure 3.4: Central themes of Augustan poetry — Al-generated suggestion using the
prompt: “Create a diagram showing central themes of Augustan poetry: satire,
reason, and order.” Suggested search string: “Augustan poetry themes satire
reason order OER.”

Boxes

Box 3.1: Key characteristics of Augustan poetry = Al-generated. suggestion using the
prompt: “Generate a text box listing key characteristics of Augustan poetry,
including satire, classical imitation, reason, and wit.” Suggested search string:
“Augustan poetry key characteristics OER.”

Box 3.2: Contributions of Jonathan Swift — Al-generated suggestion using the
prompt: “Generate a text box listing contributions of Jonathan Swift, including
satire, critique of hypocrisy, and moral seriousness.” Suggested search string:
“Jonathan Swift Augustan poetry contributions OER.”

Box 3.3: Legacies of Augustan poetry — Al-generated suggestion using the prompt:
“Generate a text box listing legacies of Augustan poetry, including wit, clarity,
balance, influence on Romantic and Victorian poets, and satire.” Suggested search
string: “Augustan poetry legacy Romantic Victorian modernist OER.”

Key Terms and Concepts

Definitions of Augustan age, classical imitation, heroic couplets, order, reason,
and satire were introduced and explained within the instructional content of
Series 3.

Open Educational Resources (OERs)

Suggested search strings throughout Series 3 are intended to guide learners and
instructors towards open-access diagrams, tables, and scholarly materials that can
supplement the instructional content.
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Course Code: LIT 202
Course Title: Introduction to English Poetry
Course Credit Load: 2 Units

Series 1: Romantic Poetry And Its Major Voices

Series 2: Victorian Poetry And Cultural Contexts

Series 3: Augustan Poetry And Literary Traditions

Series 4: Metaphysical Poetry And Textual Illustrations

Series 5: Transitions To Modern English Poetry: From Keats To Pound

Proposed Outline for Series 3
Part 3.1: Historical background of Augustan poetry
Sub-Part 3.1.1: Social and political context of the Augustan age
Sub-Part 3.1.2: Literary characteristics of Augustan poetry
Part 3.2: Major Augustan poets and their contributions
Sub-Part 3.2.1: Alexander Pope
Sub-Part 3.2.2: Jonathan Swift
Sub-Part 3.2.3: Other Augustan voices (e.g., John Dryden)
Part 3.3: Themes and legacies of Augustan poetry
Sub-Part 3.3.1: Satire, reason, and order

Sub-Part 3.3.2: Influence on later English poetry

)
She-e) LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Introduction

In the last Series, we explored Victorian poetry and saw how poets responded to
industrialisation, scientific discovery, and questions of faith and morality. We now turn back in
time to the Augustan age, a period in the early eighteenth century marked by political stability,
intellectual confidence, and a strong emphasis on order and reason. Augustan poetry is important
because it reflects the values of its age through satire, wit, and classical influence, offering us a
window into how literature shaped and mirrored society.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the historical background of Augustan poetry,
examine the contributions of its major poets, and evaluate the themes and traditions that connect
this period to later English literature.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the historical background of Augustan poetry,
focusing on the social and political context of the age and the literary characteristics that defined
its verse. Next, we will move on to the major poets, beginning with Alexander Pope, then
Jonathan Swift, and finally John Dryden and other voices. To conclude, we will examine the
central themes of satire, reason, and order, and consider the legacies of Augustan poetry in
shaping later traditions.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

SLO 3.1 define the historical background and cultural context of Augustan poetry,

SLO 3.2 describe the literary characteristics that distinguish Augustan poetry,

SLO 3.3 analyse the contributions of Alexander Pope,

SLO 3.4 evaluate the works of Jonathan Swift,

SLO 3.5 explain the role of John Dryden and other Augustan voices,

SL.O 3.6 identify and discuss central themes such as satire, reason, and order, and

SLO 3.7 assess the legacies of Augustan poetry and its influence on later English traditions.
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Introduction

In the last Series, we explored Victorian poetry and saw how poets responded to
industrialisation, scientific discovery, and questions of faith and morality. We now turn back in
time to the Augustan age, a period in the early eighteenth century marked by political stability;
intellectual confidence, and a strong emphasis on order and reason. Augustan poetry is important
because it reflects the values of its age through satire, wit, and classical influence, offering us a
window into how literature shaped and mirrored society.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the historical background of Augustan poetry,
examine the contributions of its major poets, and evaluate the themes and traditions that connect
this period to later English literature.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the historical background of Augustan poetry,
focusing on the social and political context of the age and the literary characteristics that defined
its verse. Next, we will move on to the major poets, beginning with Alexander Pope, then
Jonathan Swift, and finally John Dryden and other voices. To.conclude, we will examine the
central themes of satire, reason, and order, and consider the legacies of Augustan poetry in
shaping later traditions.

Series Learning Qutcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
SLO 3.1 define the historical background and cultural context of Augustan poetry,
SLO 3.2 describe the literary characteristics that distinguish Augustan poetry,
SLO 3.3 analyse the contributions of Alexander Pope,
SLO 3.4 evaluate the works of Jonathan Swift,
SLO 3.5 explain the role of John Dryden and other Augustan voices,
SLO 3.6 identify and discuss central themes such as satire, reason, and order, and

SLO 3.7 assess the legacies of Augustan poetry and its influence on later English traditions.

3.2'Major Augustan Poets And Their Contributions
3.2.1 Alexander Pope

Alexander Pope is regarded as one of the most influential poets of the Augustan age. He was
celebrated for his mastery of heroic couplets, defined as pairs of thymed lines in iambic
pentameter that often convey wit and balance. Pope’s works, such as The Rape of the Lock and
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An Essay on Man, combined satire with philosophical reflection, addressing themes of vanity,

morality, and human nature.

Fill in the blank: Pope’s mastery of
Augustan age.

ALEXANDER POPE’S coxrusurions
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couplets made him a leading voice of the

Figure 3.2: Alexander Pope’s contributions to Augustan poetry

3.2.2 Jonathan Swift

Jonathan Swift was a master of satire, using poetry and prose to expose hypocrisy and
corruption. His poem The Lady’s Dressing Room and his prose work Gulliver’s Travels reveal
his sharp wit and ability to critique society. Swift’s satire often carried moral seriousness, aiming

not only to entertain but also to reform.

Fill in the blank: Swift’s prose work
folly.

1s a satirical critique of society and human

Element Mechanism

Objective

The Persona to their own-absurdity.

Creating a narrator who is often "blind"

To let the reader discover the truth
through the narrator's errors.

Making humans appear tiny or insect-

To show the insignificance of human

scientific papers.

Diminution S, |4 1 Hliput). pride and petty politics.

Magnification Mgkmg hqman ﬂaw§ appear giant or To expose jche grossness of physical
microscopic (Brobdingnag). and moral imperfections.

Parody Mimicking the style of travelogues or  {To mock the arrogance of "modern

Enlightenment knowledge.

Box 3.2: Contributions of Jonathan Swift

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS




3.2.3 Other Augustan voices (John Dryden and others)

John Dryden, often considered the first major poet of the Augustan age, set the tone for its
literary style. He was known for his use of classical imitation and his ability to blend poetry with
political commentary. Dryden’s works, such as Absalom and Achitophel, exemplify the
Augustan emphasis on order, clarity, and satire.

Other poets, including Samuel Johnson and lesser-known figures, contributed to the richness of
the period by reinforcing its values of wit, balance, and moral reflection.

Fill in the blank: Dryden’s poem exemplifies the Augustan emphasis on order,
clarity, and satire.
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Figure 3.3: John Dryden’s contributions to Augustan poetry

Pilot questions 3.2
Pope’s mastery of couplets made him a leading voice of the Augustan age.

Name one poem by Pope that combines satire with philosophical reflection.
Swift’s prose work 1s a satirical critique of society and human folly.
Dryden’s poem exemplifies the Augustan emphasis on order, clarity, and satire.

Mention one way lesser-known Augustan poets contributed to the period.

3.2 Major Augustan Poets And Their Contributions
3.2.1 Alexander Pope

Alexander Pope is regarded as one of the most influential poets of the Augustan age. He was
celebrated for his mastery of heroic couplets, defined as pairs of thymed lines in iambic
pentameter that often convey wit and balance. Pope’s works, such as The Rape of the Lock and
An Essay on Man, combined satire with philosophical reflection, addressing themes of vanity,
morality, and human nature.

Fill in the blank: Pope’s mastery of couplets made him a leading voice of the
Augustan age.
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ALEXANDER POPE: CONTRIBUTIONS TO AUGUSTAN POETRY
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Figure 3.2: Alexander Pope’s contributions to Augustan poetry
3.2.2 Jonathan Swift

=

OER

Jonathan Swift was a master of satire, using poetry and prose to expose hypocrisy and
corruption. His poem The Lady’s Dressing Room and his prose work Gulliver’s Travels reveal
his sharp wit and ability to critique society. Swift’s satire often carried moral seriousness, aiming
not only to entertain but also to reform.

Fill in the blank: Swift’s prose work 1s a satirical eritique of society and human

folly.
Technique In-Story Example Underlying Critique
Diminution The tiny Lilliputians fighting over shoe [The pe‘Ftlpess of European political
heels. and religious wars.
Magnification The giant .Brobdmgnaglans seeing The physical apd moral imperfections
human skin as gross. hidden by vanity.
The "Projectors" of Laputa trying to The impractical and arrogant nature
Parody o .
extract sunbeams from cucumbers. of scientific obsession.
Utopian The logical Houyhnhnms (horses) vs. The idea that humans have lost their
Irony the filthy Yahoos (humans). claim to being "rational" creatures.

Box 3.2: Contributions of Jonathan Swift

3.2.3 Other Augustan voices (John Dryden and others)

John Dryden, often considered the first major poet of the Augustan age, set the tone for its
literary style. He was known for his use of classical imitation and his ability to blend poetry with

-
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political commentary. Dryden’s works, such as Absalom and Achitophel, exemplify the
Augustan emphasis on order, clarity, and satire.

Other poets, including Samuel Johnson and lesser-known figures, contributed to the richness of
the period by reinforcing its values of wit, balance, and moral reflection.

Fill in the blank: Dryden’s poem exemplifies the Augustan emphasis on order;
clarity, and satire.

JOHN DRYDEN’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO AUGUSTAN POETRY

MAJOR CQNTR\BU“ONS REFINEMENT, SATIRE, & LITERARY STYLE =0
THE MASTER OF THE AUGUSTAN FORM X “IJ

1. CLASSICAL IMITATION

(REFINEMENT) » 2. POLITICAL COMMENTARY \‘ ITEl
IMITATION & ADAPTATION (SATIRE) ——
WIT & CRITIQUE
QE m< / &2 %%
,- i 40

Usied Skl ety
o vml Romanivarl  Casen hches bancrdBoak

SOURCE: ANCIENT AUTHORS ~ (E) FEATURES & PRINCIPLES
MODELS OF EXCELLENCE PUBLIC DEBATE | ANEW DIRECTION
« Emulates Virgil and Horace « Prioritizes Reason & Logic
«Adopts Classical Forms (Epic, Elegy, Satire) rchial Issues WMQ +Values Perspicuity & Balance
+Respect for Order & Rules m:uh Religic i * Rejects Metaphysical Conceits
~e.g. Translations of Virgil hitophel + Promotes Clear & Commn Language |

IMPACT ON ENGLISH

AESTHETIC DISTINCTION
« Refines Versification & Diction

~Use of Irony & Understatement

- Establishes English Literary Crticism
Parody of Epic Style (Mock Heroic) = i ]

~Establishes the Five-Act Structure’
- Achieves Clarity & Balance
= Sets Standard for later Poets

We LITERARY INFLUENCE
FOUNDATION OF CRITICISM

the "Heroic Couplet’
Py « Focuses on the Individual’s Flaws
= —
— — =

DEVELOPMENT OF THE AUGUSTAN AGE OER

Figure 3.3: John Dryden’s contributions to Augustan poetry

Pilot questions 3.2
Pope’s mastery of couplets made him a leading voice of the Augustan age.

Name one poem by Pope that combines satire with philosophical reflection.
Swift’s prose work 1s a satirical critique of society and human folly.
Dryden’s poem exemplifies the Augustan emphasis on order, clarity, and satire.

Mention one way lesser-known Augustan poets contributed to the period.

3.3 Themes And Legacies @f Augustan Poetry
3.3.1 Satire, reason, and order

One of the defining features of Augustan poetry is its use of satire, the literary technique of
using humour, irony, or exaggeration to criticise human folly and social issues. Poets such as
Pope and Swift employed satire to expose hypocrisy, corruption, and vanity, making poetry a
tool of moral and social commentary.

The age also celebrated reason, understood as logical thinking and rational judgement. Augustan
poets.believed that literature should reflect clarity and balance, guiding readers towards rational
reflection. Alongside this, the emphasis on order, meaning harmony and structure in both
society and art, gave Augustan poetry its distinctive style of refinement and symmetry.

Fill in the blank: Augustan poets used humour and irony in the literary technique known as
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CENTRAL THEMES OF BRITISH AUGUSTAN POETRY: SATIRE, REASON, & ORDER
TRANSITION: IDEALS & CRITIQUE

& STRUCTURE
PLET)

h 2
FEATURES: MOCK-HEROIC & IRONY

Uses witasa subjects_Crii
| weagon with epic style  The Rape of the Lock

MORAL PURPOSE: CORRECTING VICE

~ >/ N .
Satire as didactic correction INTEGRATION: POETIC EXPRESSION OF ENLIGHTENMENT IDEALS Order as aesthetic and moral goal
THE AUGUSTAN IMPULSE

7 LATE 17M to MID-18™ CENTURY THE AUGUSTAN AGE o 3D
Figure 3.4: Central themes of Augustan poetry

3.3.2 Influence on later English poetry

The legacy of Augustan poetry lies in its lasting influence on later traditions. By emphasising
wit, clarity, and moral seriousness, Augustan poets set standardsthat shaped English verse well
into the nineteenth century.

Romantic poets reacted against Augustan restraint, favouring emotion and imagination, yet they
still acknowledged the technical precision of Pope and Dryden. Victorian poets inherited the
moral seriousness of Augustan verse, while. modernist writers often rejected its order but
continued to engage with its themes of satire and cultural critique.

Fill in the blank: Romantic poets reacted against Augustan restraint, favouring and
imagination.

Feature Augustan Standard Later Adaptation
Language |Plain, "correct," and refined. Romantic "Language of the common man."

Setting The City, Coffeehouses, and Courts. [The Wild, Mountains, and Ruins.

Goal To "correct" society through wit. To "express" the individual soul.

Form Strict Heroic Couplets. Flexible Blank Verse and Free Verse.

Box 3.3: Legacies of Augustan poetry

Pilot questions 3.3
Augustan poets used humour and irony in the literary technique known as

What guiding principle did Augustan poets celebrate alongside order?

-
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Romantic poets reacted against Augustan restraint, favouring and imagination.
Name one way Victorian poets inherited Augustan traditions.

State one way modernist writers engaged with Augustan poetry.

Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to the historical background and cultural context of Augustan
poetry, showing how political stability, classical influence, and the rise of satire shaped the
literature of the early eighteenth century. We began by examining the social and political
conditions of the Augustan age and the literary characteristics that defined its poetry. We then
explored the contributions of major poets, including Alexander Pope, Jonathan Swift, and John
Dryden, each of whom used wit, satire, and classical imitation to reflect the values of their time.
Finally, we considered the central themes of satire, reason, and order, and traced the legacies of
Augustan poetry into later traditions, including Romanticism; Victorian poetry, and even
modernist reactions.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to‘define the historical background of
Augustan poetry, describe its literary charaeteristics, analyse the works of Pope, Swift, and
Dryden, evaluate their contributions, and assess the enduring influence of Augustan themes.
These abilities directly align with the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs 3.1-3.7), ensuring that
you have gained a structured understanding of Augustan poetry and its literary traditions.

Glossary Of Terms

Augustan age: The early eighteenth century in Britain, named after the Roman Emperor
Augustus, symbolising order;, stability, and refinement.

Classical imitation: A literary practice of drawing inspiration from ancient Greek and
Roman writers, emphasising order and symmetry.

Heroic couplets: Pairs of thymed lines in iambic pentameter, often used to convey wit,
balance, and clarity.

Order: Harmony and structure in both society and literature, a guiding principle of Augustan
poetry.

Reason: Logical thinking and rational judgement, celebrated as a central value in Augustan
literature.

Satire: A literary technique using humour, irony, or exaggeration to criticise human folly and
social issues.

Concept Check Questions [Series 3]

Objective Questions

-
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The Augustan age in Britain was named after the Roman Emperor . (Linked to
SLO 3.1)

Augustan poets often used humour and irony in the literary technique known as
(Linked to SLO 3.2)

Pope’s mastery of couplets made him a leading voice of the Augustan age:
(Linked to SLO 3.3)

Swift’s prose work is a satirical critique of society and human folly. (Linked to
SLO 3.4)

Dryden’s poem exemplifies the Augustan emphasis on order, clarity, and satire.

(Linked to SLO 3.5)

Short-Answer Questions
Define the Augustan age in the context of English poetry. (Linked to SLO 3.1)

Explain one way classical imitation influenced Augustan poetry. (Linked to.SLO 3.2)

Identify one poem by Alexander Pope that combines satire with philosophical reflection. (Linked
to SLO 3.3)

State one contribution of Jonathan Swift to Augustan literature. (Linked to SLO 3.4)

Mention one way lesser-known Augustan poets contributed to the period. (Linked to SLO 3.5)

Long-Answer Questions
Analyse the social and political context that shaped Augustan poetry. (Linked to SLO 3.1 & 3.2)

Basic response: Augustan poetry was shaped by political stability, parliamentary
governance, and classical influence, reflecting values of order and refinement.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by discussing how the rise of a
literate middle class and the Hanoverian monarchy encouraged satire and wit, making
poetry a vehicle for social commentary.

Evaluate the contributions of Pope, Swift, and Dryden to Augustan poetry. (Linked to SLO 3.3—
3.5)

Basic response: Pope mastered heroic couplets, Swift used satire to critique society, and
Dryden blended classical imitation with political commentary.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may illustrate with textual references, such as
Pope’s Essay on Man, Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels, and Dryden’s Absalom and Achitophel,
showing how each poet embodied the values of wit, order, and moral seriousness.

Discuss the central themes of Augustan poetry and their influence on later traditions. (Linked to
SLO 3.6 & 3.7)

Basic response: Augustan poetry emphasised satire, reason, and order, influencing
Romantic, Victorian, and modernist traditions.
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Value-added response: Outstanding learners may compare Augustan restraint with
Romantic emotion, Victorian moral seriousness, and modernist cultural critique, showing
how Augustan ideals continued to shape English literature.

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3]

Objective Questions
Augustus

Satire

Heroic

Gulliver’s Travels
Absalom and Achitophel

Short-Answer Questions
The Augustan age was the early eighteenth century in Britain, marked by political stability,
classical influence, and literary refinement.

Classical imitation gave Augustan poetry order, symmetry, and refinement, drawing inspiration
from Greek and Roman models.

The Rape of the Lock or An Essay on Man.
Swift used satire in both poetry and prose to expose hypocrisy and corruption.

Lesser-known poets reinforced values of wit, balance, and moral reflection, contributing to the
richness of the period.

Long-Answer Questions

Basic response: Augustan poetry reflected political stability, parliamentary governance, and
classical influence. Value-added response: The rise of a literate middle class and Hanoverian
monarchy encouraged satire and wit, making poetry a tool for social commentary.

Basic response: Pope mastered heroic couplets, Swift critiqued society through satire, and
Dryden blended classical imitation with political commentary. Value-added response: Pope’s
Essay on Man, Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels, and Dryden’s Absalom and Achitophel illustrate their
contributions to wit, order, and moral seriousness.

Basic response: Augustan poetry emphasised satire, reason, and order, influencing later
traditions. Value-added response: Romantic poets reacted against restraint, Victorians inherited
moral seriousness, and modernists engaged with satire and cultural critique.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]

Part 3.1
Augustus

Parliamentary government
Satire
-
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Greek and Roman civilisations
Reason

Part 3.2
Heroic

An Essay on Man

Gulliver’s Travels

Absalom and Achitophel

They reinforced values of wit, balance, and moral reflection.

Part 3.3
Satire

Reason
Emotion
They inherited moral seriousness.

They engaged with satire and cultural critique.

References and Attributions [Series 3]
Figures

Figure 3.1: Social and political context of the Augustan age — Al-generated
suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing the social and political
context of the Augustan age, including monarchy, parliament, middle class, and
classical influence.” Suggested search string: “Augustan poetry social political
context diagram OER.”

Figure 3.2: Alexander Pope’s contributions to Augustan poetry — Al-generated
suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing Alexander Pope’s
contributions to Augustan poetry, including heroic couplets, satire, and
philosophy.” Suggested search string: “Alexander Pope Augustan poetry
contributions diagram OER.”

Figure 3.3: John Dryden’s contributions to Augustan poetry — Al-generated
suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing John Dryden’s
contributions to Augustan poetry, including classical imitation, political
commentary, and satire.” Suggested search string: “John Dryden Augustan poetry
contributions diagram OER.”

Figure 3.4: Central themes of Augustan poetry — Al-generated suggestion using the
prompt: “Create a diagram showing central themes of Augustan poetry: satire,
reason, and order.” Suggested search string: “Augustan poetry themes satire
reason order OER.”
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Boxes

Box 3.1: Key characteristics of Augustan poetry — Al-generated suggestion using the
prompt: “Generate a text box listing key characteristics of Augustan poetry,
including satire, classical imitation, reason, and wit.” Suggested search string:
“Augustan poetry key characteristics OER.”

Box 3.2: Contributions of Jonathan Swift — Al-generated suggestion using the
prompt: “Generate a text box listing contributions of Jonathan Swift, including
satire, critique of hypocrisy, and moral seriousness.” Suggested search string:
“Jonathan Swift Augustan poetry contributions OER.”

Box 3.3: Legacies of Augustan poetry — Al-generated suggestion using the prompt:
“Generate a text box listing legacies of Augustan poetry, including wit; clarity,
balance, influence on Romantic and Victorian poets, and satire.” Suggested search
string: “Augustan poetry legacy Romantic Victorian modernist OER.”

Key Terms and Concepts

Definitions of Augustan age, classical imitation, heroic couplets, order, reason,
and satire were introduced and explained within the instructional content of
Series 3.

Open Educational Resources (OERs)

Suggested search strings throughout Series 3 are intended to guide learners and
instructors towards open-access diagrams, tables, and scholarly materials that can
supplement the instructional content.
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Course Code: LIT 202
Course Title: Introduction to English Poetry
Course Credit Load: 2 Units

Series 1: Romantic Poetry And Its Major Voices

Series 2: Victorian Poetry And Cultural Contexts

Series 3: Augustan Poetry And Literary Traditions

Series 4: Metaphysical Poetry And Textual Illustrations

Series S: Transitions To Modern English Poetry: From Keats To Pound

Proposed Outline for Series 5
Part 5.1: Romantic legacy and the transition to modern poetry
Sub-Part 5.1.1: The influence of Keats and the Romantics
Sub-Part 5.1.2: Shifts in poetic style and sensibility
Part 5.2: Late Victorian and early modern voices
Sub-Part 5.2.1: Alfred Tennyson and Matthew Arnold
Sub-Part 5.2.2: Gerard Manley Hopkins and innovations in form
Part 5.3: Early twentieth-century modernism
Sub-Part 5.3.1: W. B. Yeats and the symbolic imagination

Sub-Part 5.3.2::Ezra Pound and the foundations of modernist poetry

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored metaphysical poetry and saw how seventeenth-century poets
combined wit, conceits, and paradox to probe themes of love, faith, and mortality. We now move
forward to trace the transitions that shaped modern English poetry, beginning with the Romantic
legacy of Keats and culminating in the innovations of Ezra Pound. This Series is important
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because it highlights how poets responded to cultural change, shifting sensibilities, and the
emergence of modernist experimentation.

The aim of this Series is to examine the continuity and transformation of English poetry from the
Romantic period through the late Victorian era to the early twentieth century, equipping you with
the ability to analyse how tradition and innovation intersected in the works of Keats, Hopkins,
Yeats, and Pound.

We shall commence this Series by considering the Romantic legacy and the influence of Keats,
followed by an exploration of late Victorian and transitional voices such as Tennyson, Arnold,
and Hopkins. Next, we will move on to the early twentieth century, focusing on Yeats’s
symbolic imagination and Pound’s modernist foundations. Finally, we will bring the Series to a
close by reflecting on how these transitions collectively shaped the trajectory of modern English

poetry.

Series Learning Qutcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

SLO 5.1 define the Romantic legacy and explain its influence on modern English poetry,
SLO 5.2 describe shifts in poetic style and sensibility during the nineteenth century,
SLO 5.3 analyse the contributions-of Tennyson and ‘Arnold to transitional poetry,

SLO 5.4 evaluate Hopkins’s innovations.in poetic form and rhythm,

SLO 5.5 explain Yeats’s role in shaping symbolic and modernist traditions, and

SLO 5.6 assess Pound’s contributions to the foundations of modernist poetry.

5.1Romantiglegacy And The Transition To Modern Poetry
5.1.1 Keats and the Romantic imagination

John Keats is often seen as one of the last great Romantic poets, whose work embodies the
movement’s emphasis on beauty, imagination, and emotional intensity. The Romantic
imagination refers to the creative faculty that values emotion, nature, and individual experience
over rigid rationality. Keats’s odes, such as Ode fo a Nightingale and Ode on a Grecian Urn,
illustrate this imaginative power by blending sensory detail with philosophical reflection. His
poetry influenced later writers by showing how personal vision could shape universal themes.

Fill in the blank: Keats’s Ode on a Grecian Urn illustrates the Romantic emphasis on beauty and
P
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JOHN KEATS: MAJOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO ROMANTIC POETRY i‘-{:&
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Figure 5.1: Keats and the Romantic imagination
5.1.2 Shifts in poetic style and sensibility

As the nineteenth century progressed, poetry began to shift from Romanti¢ idealism towards
more reflective and restrained forms. The Victorian sensibility refers to the literary style that
emphasised moral seriousness, social commentary, and amore disciplined approach to form.
While Romantic poets celebrated emotion and imagination, later poets such as Tennyson and
Arnold sought to balance beauty with responsibility, reflecting the challenges of industrialisation
and modern society.

This transition laid the groundwork for modern poetry, which would later embrace
experimentation, symbolism, and new forms of expression. The shift from Romanticism to
modernism shows how poetry evolved to meet changing cultural and intellectual needs.

Fill in the blank: Victorian poets such as Tennyson and Arnold emphasised moral seriousness
and commentary in their works.

Feature Romanticism Victorianism Modernism
:l'"he " Rne V tstonary The Moral Citizen. The Fragmented Observer.
Self Genius.
IA Site of Scientific IAn Alien or Urban

Nature A Spiritual Teacher. Doubt. Landscape.

Function [To express emotion.  [To instruct and improve.  [To represent a broken reality.

Structure |Organic and lyrical. Traditional and narrative.  [Experimental and elliptical.

Box 5.1: Key shifts from Romantic to modern poetry
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Pilot questions 5.1
Keats’s Ode on a Grecian Urn illustrates the Romantic emphasis on beauty and

What does the term Romantic imagination refer to?
Name one poem by Keats that blends sensory detail with philosophical reflection.

Victorian poets such as Tennyson and Arnold emphasised moral seriousness and
commentary.

What literary style laid the groundwork for modernist experimentation?

5.2 Late Victorian And Transitional Voices
5.2.1 Alfred Tennyson and Matthew Arnold

Alfred Tennyson, as Poet Laureate, gave voice to the Victorian age with poetry that combined
lyrical beauty with moral seriousness. His works, such as /n Memoriam A.H.H., reflect on grief,
faith, and the search for meaning in a rapidly changing world. The Victorian sensibility, defined
as a literary style emphasising moral responsibility and social reflection, is evident in his verse.

Matthew Arnold, meanwhile, is remembered for his critical essays and poems like Dover Beach,
which capture the tension between faith and doubt. Arnold’s poeetry often expressed the decline
of religious certainty and the need for cultural tenewal. Together, Tennyson and Arnold illustrate
how poetry transitioned from Romantic imagination to Victorian reflection.

Fill in the blank: Arnold’s poem captures the tension between faith and doubt in the
Victorian age.

i ‘ALFRED LORD TENNYSON & MATTHEW ARNOLD: MAJOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO VICTORIAN POETRY’ i

9 e it |
= WSOt A "T"EcuL "”Fltcl
1. ALFRED LORD TENNYSON TRA poust & TURAL CoimiS 3. SHARED LEGACIES

(GRIEF & FAITH) (VICTORIAN ERA)

THE POET OF LOSS AND MORAL SERIOUSNESS g 2. MATTHEW ARNOLD (FA”H & DDUBT) =
X THE CRITIC OF CULTURAL RENEWAL =)

[%_

IAVIEI'HHG GRlEF

'Q :z:w:mw @

PMEINT OF THE

Met:
 Confrosts modern uncertainty
«The ignorant armies’

+ Nelancholic,reflective tone

S

I
§
)
l

9. 'Ulysses’, The Lady of Shalott’

g e
LATE 18TH TO EARLY 19TH CENTURY THE VICTORIAN AGE

Figure 5.2: Tennyson and Arnold as transitional voices

5.2.2 Gerard Manley Hopkins and innovations in form

Gerard Manley Hopkins introduced striking innovations in poetic form, particularly through his
use of sprung rhythm, a technique that varied the number of syllables in a line while
maintaining a strong stress pattern. This gave his poetry a distinctive musical quality. Hopkins
also employed vivid imagery and intense religious devotion, as seen in poems like The
Windhover.
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His innovations anticipated modernist experimentation, showing how form could be reshaped to
capture new experiences. Hopkins’s blending of technical brilliance with spiritual intensity made
him a bridge between Victorian poetry and modernist innovation.

Fill in the blank: Hopkins’s technique of rhythm gave his poetry a distinctive
musical quality.

Term Definition Application
The unique "fingerprint" or inner Describing the specific'way a bluebell
Inscape . . .
design of a thing. curls or a hawk flies.
The force that transmits the "inscape" [The spiritual "jolt" one feels when
Instress

to the observer. witnessing beauty.

Sprung
Rhythm naturalistic sound.

Meter based on stresses alone. (reatifiga rugged, powerful, and

Box 5.2: Contributions of Gerard Manley Hopkins

Pilot questions 5.2
Arnold’s poem captures the tension between faith and doubt in the Victorian

age.

What does the term Victorian sensibility refer to?

Name one poem by Tennyson that reflects grief and faith.

Hopkins’s technique of rhythm gave his poetry a distinctive musical quality.

What aspect of Hopkins’s work anticipated modernist experimentation?

5.3 Early Twentiéth-Century Modernism
5.3.1 W. B. Yeats and symbolic imagination

W. B. Yeats stands as a central figure in the transition to modern poetry. His work 1s
characterised by the use of symbolic imagination, which refers to the blending of myth,
folklore, and personal vision to express universal themes. Poems such as The Second Coming
and Sailing to Byzantium illustrate his ability to use symbols to capture cultural change and
spiritual longing. Yeats’s poetry reflects both continuity with Romantic traditions and a move
towards modernist experimentation, making him a bridge between past and future.

Fill in the blank: Yeats’s poem uses powerful symbols to capture cultural change
and spiritual longing.

-
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Figure 5.3: Yeats and symbolic imagination
5.3.2 Ezra Pound and the foundations of modernist poetry

Ezra Pound was a leading force in shaping modernist poetry. He promoted Imagism, a
movement that emphasised clarity, precision, and economy of language. Imagism rejected
Romantic excess and Victorian ornamentation, favouring direct treatment of the subject and
concise expression. Pound’s motto “Make it new” captured the spirit of modernist innovation,
encouraging poets to experiment with form and style.

His editorial influence on poets such as T. S. Eliot further cemented his role in establishing
modernist foundations. Pound’s work demonstrated how poetry could break from tradition while
still engaging with cultural and historical depth.

Fill in the blank: Pound’s motto “ it new” captured the spirit of modernist
innovation.
Feature Vlctorlan'/'l({)(l)crll'l'z;ntlc (The Poundian Modernism (The "New")
Language R gggPticeordiive, and Precise, hard, and "cut."
verbose.
Meter Striet "metronome"” rhythms. MuS}cal phrasef (following the "sequence of the
musical phrase").
. Abstract ideals and The concrete "Image" as an intellectual/emotional
Subject .
sentiments. complex.
Philosophy }'\g(e)erjllt}l]r{?tructlon and Radical innovation and structural "sculpting."
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Box 5.3: Contributions of Ezra Pound

Pilot questions 5.3
Yeats’s poem uses powerful symbols to capture cultural change and spiritual
longing.

What does the term symbolic imagination refer to in Yeats’s poetry?
Pound’s motto “ it new” captured the spirit of modernist innovation.
What poetic movement did Pound promote that emphasised clarity and precision?

Name one way Pound influenced other modernist poets.

Series Summary

This Series has explored the transition from Romantic poetry.to modernist innovation, tracing the
journey from Keats to Pound. We began with Keats and the Romantic imagination, highlighting
how beauty, emotion, and nature shaped poetic vision. We then‘examined the late Victorian
voices of Tennyson and Arnold, who balanced lyrical beauty with. moral seriousness and cultural
reflection, before moving to Hopkins, whose innovations in thythm and form anticipated
modernist experimentation. Finally, we studied. Yeats’s symbolic imagination and Pound’s
Imagism, both of which laid the foundations for modern English poetry.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define the Romantic legacy, describe shifts
in poetic style, analyse the contributions of Tennyson and Arnold, evaluate Hopkins’s
innovations, explain Yeats’s symbolic role, and assess Pound’s modernist foundations. These
abilities directly align with the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs 5.1-5.6), ensuring that you
have a structured understanding of how English poetry evolved from Romanticism to
modernism.

Glossary Of Terms

Imagism: A modernist movement promoted by Ezra Pound that emphasised clarity,
precision, and economy of language.

Romantic imagination: The creative faculty in Romantic poetry that valued emotion, nature,
and individual experience over rationality.

Sprung rhythm: A poetic technique introduced by Gerard Manley Hopkins, varying syllable
counts while maintaining strong stress patterns.

Symbolic imagination: Yeats’s blending of myth, folklore, and personal vision to express
universal themes.

Victorian sensibility: A literary style emphasising moral seriousness, social commentary,
and disciplined form, characteristic of nineteenth-century poetry.
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Concept Check Questions [Series 5]

Objective Questions
Keats’s Ode on a Grecian Urn illustrates the Romantic emphasis on beauty and
(Linked to SLO 5.1)

Arnold’s poem captures the tension between faith and doubt in the Vietorian
age. (Linked to SLO 5.3)

Hopkins’s technique of rhythm gave his poetry a distinctive musical quality.
(Linked to SLO 5.4)

Yeats’s poem uses powerful symbols to capture cultural change and spiritual
longing. (Linked to SLO 5.5)

Pound’s motto * it new” captured the spirit of modernist innovation. (Linked to
SLO 5.6)

Short-Answer Questions
Define the term Romantic imagination. (Linked to SLO-5.1)

Explain one way Victorian sensibility differed from Romantie imagination. (Linked to SLO 5.2)
Identify one theme explored by Tennyson.in /n Memoriam A.H.H.. (Linked to SLO 5.3)

Describe one innovation introduced by Hopkins that anticipated modernist experimentation.
(Linked to SLO 5.4)

State one way Pound influenced other modernist poets. (Linked to SLO 5.6)

Long-Answer Questions
Analyse the Romantic legacy and its influence on modern English poetry. (Linked to SLO 5.1 &
5.2)

Basic response: Romantic poetry emphasised imagination, emotion, and beauty, influencing
later poetsto value personal vision and universal themes.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by discussing how Keats’s odes
shaped later sensibilities, and how Romantic ideals provided a foundation for Victorian
reflection and modernist experimentation.

Evaluate the contributions of Tennyson, Arnold, and Hopkins to transitional poetry. (Linked to
SLO 5.3& 5.4)

Basic response: Tennyson reflected grief and faith, Arnold expressed doubt and cultural
renewal, and Hopkins introduced sprung rhythm and vivid imagery.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may illustrate with textual references such as
In Memoriam A.H.H., Dover Beach, and The Windhover, showing how these poets
bridged Romanticism and modernism.

Discuss the role of Yeats and Pound in shaping modernist poetry. (Linked to SLO 5.5 & 5.6)
P
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Basic response: Yeats used symbolic imagination to capture cultural change, while Pound
promoted Imagism and innovation.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may compare Yeats’s symbolic use of myth in
The Second Coming with Pound’s Imagist principles and editorial influence on Eliot,
demonstrating their complementary roles in modernist foundations.

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5]

Objective Questions
Truth

Dover Beach
Sprung

The Second Coming
Make

Short-Answer Questions
Romantic imagination refers to the creative faculty that values emotion, nature, and individual
experience over rationality.

Victorian sensibility emphasised moral seriousness and social commentary, unlike Romantic
imagination which celebrated emotion and beauty.

Grief and faith.
Sprung rhythm, which varied syllable counts while maintaining stress patterns.
He influenced poets such as T..S. Eliot through editorial support and promotion of Imagism.

Long-Answer Questions

Basic response: Romantic poetry emphasised imagination, emotion, and beauty, influencing
later poets to value personal vision and universal themes. Value-added response: Keats’s odes
shaped later sensibilities, and Romantic ideals provided a foundation for Victorian reflection and
modernist experimentation.

Basic response: Tennyson reflected grief and faith, Arnold expressed doubt and cultural
renewal, and Hopkins introduced sprung rhythm and vivid imagery. Value-added response: /n
Memoriam A.H.H., Dover Beach, and The Windhover illustrate how these poets bridged
Romanticism and modernism.

Basic response: Yeats used symbolic imagination to capture cultural change, while Pound
promoted Imagism and innovation. Value-added response: Yeats’s symbolic use of myth in The
Second Coming and Pound’s Imagist principles, along with his editorial influence on Eliot,
demonstrate their complementary roles in modernist foundations.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5]

Part 5.1
Truth
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The creative faculty valuing emotion, nature, and individual experience over rationality
Ode to a Nightingale

Social

Victorian sensibility

Part 5.2
Dover Beach

A literary style emphasising moral seriousness and social reflection
In Memoriam A.H.H.

Sprung

His innovations in rhythm and form

Part 5.3
The Second Coming

The blending of myth, folklore, and personal vision to express universal themes
Make
Imagism

Editorial influence on poets such as T. S. Eliot

References and Attributions [Series 5]
Figures

Figure 5.1: Keats and the Romantic imagination — Al-generated suggestion using the
prompt: “Create a diagram showing Keats’s contributions to Romantic poetry,
including imagination, beauty, nature, and emotion.” Suggested search string:
“Keats Romantic imagination contributions diagram OER.”

Figure 5.2: Tennyson and Arnold as transitional voices — Al-generated suggestion
using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing contributions of Tennyson and
Arnold to Victorian poetry, including grief, faith, doubt, and cultural renewal.”
Suggested search string: “Tennyson Arnold Victorian poetry contributions
diagram OER.”

Figure 5.3: Yeats and symbolic imagination — Al-generated suggestion using the
prompt: “Create a diagram showing Yeats’s contributions to modern poetry,
including symbolic imagination, myth, folklore, and cultural change.” Suggested
search string: “Yeats symbolic imagination modern poetry contributions diagram
OER.”

Boxes
P

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Box 5.1: Key shifts from Romantic to modern poetry — Al-generated suggestion using
the prompt: “Generate a text box listing key shifts from Romantic to modern
poetry, including imagination, moral seriousness, social commentary, and
experimentation.” Suggested search string: “Romantic to modern poetry transition
Victorian sensibility OER.”

Box 5.2: Contributions of Gerard Manley Hopkins — Al-generated suggestion‘using
the prompt: “Generate a text box listing contributions of Gerard Manley Hopkins,
including sprung rhythm, vivid imagery, and religious devotion.” Suggested
search string: “Gerard Manley Hopkins sprung rhythm contributions OER.”

Box 5.3: Contributions of Ezra Pound — Al-generated suggestion using the prompt:
“Generate a text box listing contributions of Ezra Pound, including Imagism,
clarity, precision, and the motto ‘Make it new’.” Suggested search string: “Ezra
Pound Imagism contributions modernist poetry OER.”

Key Terms and Concepts

Definitions of Romantic imagination, Victorian sensibility, sprung rhythm,
symbolic imagination, and Imagism were introduced and explained within the
instructional content of Series 5.

Open Educational Resources (OERs)

Suggested search strings throughout Series 5 are intended to guide learners and
instructors towards open-access diagrams, tables, and scholarly materials that can
supplement the instructional content.
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