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Part 1.1: Introduction to prose fiction 
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Sub-Part 1.1.2: General characteristics of prose fiction 

Part 1.2: Major forms of prose fiction 

Sub-Part 1.2.1: The novel 

Sub-Part 1.2.2: The short story 

Sub-Part 1.2.3: The novella 

Part 1.3: Functions of prose fiction 

Sub-Part 1.3.1: Entertainment and aesthetic value 
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Introduction 

Prose fiction is one of the most widely read and studied forms of literature, offering stories that 

reflect human experiences, values, and imagination. From novels to short stories, prose fiction 

provides readers with opportunities to explore diverse worlds and perspectives. Understanding its 

forms and features is essential for appreciating its role in literature and society. 

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the forms of prose fiction, to explain their distinctive 

features, and to highlight their functions in both literary and cultural contexts. 

We shall commence this Series by examining the definition and general characteristics of prose 

fiction. Next, we will explore the major forms, including the novel, the short story, and the 

novella. Finally, we will conclude by considering the functions of prose fiction, focusing on its 

entertainment, aesthetic, social, and educational roles. 
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Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 1.1 define prose fiction and describe its general characteristics, 

SLO 1.2 identify and explain the major forms of prose fiction, 

SLO 1.3 distinguish between the novel, short story, and novella, 

SLO 1.4 analyse the functions of prose fiction in society, and 

SLO 1.5 evaluate the aesthetic, cultural, and educational value of prose fiction. 

1.1 Introduction To Prose Fiction 
1.1.1 Definition of prose fiction 

Prose fiction refers to imaginative writing presented in ordinary language rather than verse. It is 

distinguished by its narrative form, where events, characters, and settings are woven together to 

create stories that reflect human experiences. Unlike poetry, which relies heavily on rhythm and 

metre, prose fiction uses straightforward sentences and paragraphs to tell its story. 

Prose fiction is often categorised into different forms such as the novel, short story, and novella. 

Each of these forms varies in length, complexity, and scope, but they all share the common 

purpose of narrating events that may be realistic or invented. 

Fill in the blank: Prose fiction is imaginative writing presented in ordinary __________ rather 

than verse. 

 

Figure 1.1: Definition and forms of prose fiction  

1.1.2 General characteristics of prose fiction 

Prose fiction has several defining characteristics. It is narrative, meaning it tells a story with a 

beginning, middle, and end. It is imaginative, often blending reality with creativity to explore 

themes and ideas. It is also character-driven, focusing on the actions, thoughts, and 

development of individuals within the story. 
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Another important characteristic is setting, which refers to the time and place in which the story 

occurs. The setting provides context and atmosphere, helping readers to understand the world of 

the narrative. Prose fiction also employs plot, the sequence of events that drive the story forward. 

Fill in the blank: The sequence of events that drive the story forward in prose fiction is called the 

__________. 

 

Plate 1.1: Narrative elements in prose fiction  

Element Primary Function 

Narrative The structural arc and "telling" of the story. 

Imagination The creative departure from literal fact. 

Characters The individuals who experience and drive the action. 

Setting The spatial and temporal context of the story. 

Plot The organized chain of events and conflicts. 

Box 1.1: General characteristics of prose fiction 

Pilot questions 1.1 

Prose fiction is imaginative writing presented in ordinary __________ rather than verse. 

Define prose fiction in the context of literature. 

Name two general characteristics of prose fiction. 

The sequence of events that drive the story forward in prose fiction is called the __________. 

List two narrative elements of prose fiction. 

1.2 Major Forms Of Prose Fiction 
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1.2.1 The novel 

The novel is a long work of prose fiction that presents complex characters, detailed plots, and 

expansive settings. It often explores themes in depth, allowing readers to engage with the 

psychological, social, and cultural dimensions of human life. Novels are typically divided into 

chapters and can cover extended periods of time. 

One of the strengths of the novel is its ability to develop characters fully, showing their growth, 

conflicts, and resolutions. This makes it a powerful medium for exploring identity, morality, and 

society. 

Fill in the blank: The __________ is a long work of prose fiction that presents complex 

characters and detailed plots. 

 

Figure 1.2: Features of the novel  

1.2.2 The short story 

The short story is a brief work of prose fiction that focuses on a single incident, character, or 

theme. It is concise, aiming to create a strong impression within a limited space. Short stories 

often rely on economy of language, symbolism, and a sharp focus on one or two characters. 

Unlike the novel, the short story does not attempt to cover broad themes or long time spans. 

Instead, it captures a moment or situation that reveals something significant about human 

experience. 

Fill in the blank: The __________ story is a brief work of prose fiction that focuses on a single 

incident or theme. 
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Plate 1.2: Reading short stories  

1.2.3 The novella 

The novella is a medium-length prose fiction that falls between the novel and the short story. It 

is longer than a short story but shorter than a novel, often focusing on a single character or event 

with more depth than a short story but less complexity than a novel. 

Novellas are valued for their balance: they provide enough space for character development and 

thematic exploration without the extensive detail of a novel. Famous examples include works 

like Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad. 

Fill in the blank: The __________ is a medium-length prose fiction that falls between the novel 

and the short story. 

Feature Short Story Novella Novel 

Length 
Brief (typically 1,000 to 

7,500 words). 

Medium (typically 17,000 

to 40,000 words). 

Long (typically 40,000+ 

words). 

Focus 

Concise and focused: 

usually centers on a 

single incident or 

emotional state. 

Balanced depth: more 

complex than a short 

story but more focused 

than a novel. 

Expansive: allows for 

multiple subplots, themes, 

and perspectives. 

Characters 

Limited number; focus is 

often on a single 

transformative moment. 

Moderate development; 

usually follows a single 

primary character arc. 

Detailed development: 

features multiple 

characters with intricate 

backstories. 

Setting 

Often restricted to a 

single time or place to 

maintain intensity. 

May involve a few 

changes in setting but 

remains relatively 

contained. 

Detailed and expansive: 

can span multiple 

locations, years, or 

generations. 

http://www.bookshybooks.com/2019/06/ten-plus-new-short-story-collections.html
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Feature Short Story Novella Novel 

Complexity 

Symbolic: every word 

and detail carries heavy 

thematic weight. 

Explores a single central 

conflict with significant 

psychological detail. 

High complexity: weaves 

together various plot 

strands and secondary 

conflicts. 

Box 1.2: Comparison of forms of prose fiction 

Pilot questions 1.2 

The __________ is a long work of prose fiction that presents complex characters and detailed 

plots. 

Define the short story in the context of prose fiction. 

Name two features of the novel. 

The __________ story is a brief work of prose fiction that focuses on a single incident or 

theme. 

The __________ is a medium-length prose fiction that falls between the novel and the short 

story. 

 

1.3 Functions Of Prose Fiction 
1.3.1 Entertainment and aesthetic value 

One of the primary functions of prose fiction is to entertain. Through imaginative storytelling, 

prose fiction captures the interest of readers and provides enjoyment. It allows readers to escape 

into different worlds, characters, and situations, offering relaxation and pleasure. 

Prose fiction also has aesthetic value, meaning it appeals to our sense of beauty and creativity. 

Writers use language, style, and narrative techniques to craft works that are not only enjoyable 

but also artistically significant. 

Fill in the blank: Prose fiction appeals to our sense of beauty and creativity, which is referred to 

as its __________ value. 
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Figure 1.3: Entertainment and aesthetic value of prose fiction 

1.3.2 Social, cultural, and educational functions 

Prose fiction also serves important social and cultural roles. It reflects the values, traditions, and 

concerns of societies, helping readers to understand different cultures and historical contexts. 

Many works of prose fiction act as mirrors of society, portraying issues such as justice, identity, 

and morality. 

In addition, prose fiction has an educational function. It develops critical thinking, empathy, 

and awareness by exposing readers to diverse perspectives and experiences. Through stories, 

readers learn about human behaviour, social structures, and moral dilemmas. 

Fill in the blank: Prose fiction develops critical thinking and empathy, which reflects its 

__________ function. 

 

Plate 1.3: Prose fiction as an educational tool  
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Box 1.3: Social, cultural, and educational functions of prose fiction 

Pilot questions 1.3 

Prose fiction appeals to our sense of beauty and creativity, which is referred to as its 

__________ value. 

State one way prose fiction entertains readers. 

Prose fiction develops critical thinking and empathy, which reflects its __________ function. 

List two social functions of prose fiction. 

Mention one educational role of prose fiction. 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has introduced you to the forms of prose fiction, highlighting their definitions, 

features, and functions. We began with an overview of prose fiction, considering its narrative 

nature, imaginative qualities, and key elements such as plot, character, and setting. We then 

examined the major forms, namely the novel, the short story, and the novella, noting their 

differences in length, scope, and complexity. Finally, we explored the functions of prose fiction, 

focusing on its entertainment, aesthetic, social, cultural, and educational roles. 

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define prose fiction, identify and explain 

its major forms, distinguish between the novel, short story, and novella, and analyse its functions 

in society. These abilities align directly with the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs 1.1–1.5), 

ensuring you have a solid foundation for engaging critically with prose fiction in the wider 

course. 

 

Glossary Of Terms 

Aesthetic value: The artistic quality of prose fiction that appeals to beauty and creativity. 
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Character: The individual, human or otherwise, whose actions and development drive the 

story. 

Novella: A medium-length prose fiction that falls between the short story and the novel. 

Novel: A long work of prose fiction with complex characters, detailed plots, and expansive 

settings. 

Plot: The sequence of events that drive the story forward. 

Prose fiction: Imaginative writing presented in ordinary language rather than verse, 

including novels, short stories, and novellas. 

Setting: The time and place in which the story occurs. 

Short story: A brief work of prose fiction focusing on a single incident, character, or theme. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 1] 

Objective Questions 

Prose fiction is imaginative writing presented in ordinary __________ rather than verse. 

(Linked to SLO 1.1) 

The __________ is a long work of prose fiction with complex characters and detailed plots. 

(Linked to SLO 1.2) 

The __________ story is a brief work of prose fiction focusing on a single incident or theme. 

(Linked to SLO 1.2) 

The __________ is a medium-length prose fiction that falls between the novel and the short 

story. (Linked to SLO 1.3) 

Prose fiction appeals to our sense of beauty and creativity, which is referred to as its 

__________ value. (Linked to SLO 1.4) 

Short-Answer Questions 

Define prose fiction in the context of literature. (Linked to SLO 1.1) 

State two general characteristics of prose fiction. (Linked to SLO 1.1) 

Name two features of the novel. (Linked to SLO 1.2) 

Explain one social function of prose fiction. (Linked to SLO 1.4) 

Mention one educational role of prose fiction. (Linked to SLO 1.5) 

Long-Answer Questions 

Analyse the differences between the novel, short story, and novella. (Linked to SLO 1.2 & 1.3) 

Basic response: The novel is long and complex, the short story is brief and focused, and the 

novella is medium-length with balanced depth. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by giving examples of each form 

and explaining how their scope and complexity affect the reader’s experience. 
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Evaluate the functions of prose fiction in society. (Linked to SLO 1.4 & 1.5) 

Basic response: Prose fiction entertains, provides aesthetic value, reflects social issues, 

preserves culture, and educates readers. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may illustrate with examples of specific works 

that have influenced social change, preserved traditions, or enhanced critical thinking. 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1] 

Part 1.1 

Language 

Prose fiction is imaginative writing presented in ordinary language rather than verse. 

Narrative and character-driven storytelling. 

Plot 

Characters and setting. 

Part 1.2 

Novel 

The short story is a brief work of prose fiction focusing on a single incident or theme. 

Length and complexity. 

Short 

Novella 

Part 1.3 

Aesthetic 

By providing enjoyment and relaxation. 

Educational 

Reflecting values and portraying social issues. 

Developing empathy and critical thinking. 

 

References And Attributions [Series 1] 

Figures 

Figure 1.1: Definition and forms of prose fiction – AI-generated suggestion using the 

prompt: “Create a diagram showing definition and forms of prose fiction 

including novel, short story, and novella.” Suggested search string: “definition 

and forms of prose fiction diagram OER.” 

Figure 1.2: Features of the novel – AI-generated suggestion using the prompt: 

“Create a diagram showing features of the novel including length, complexity, 
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character development, detailed plot, and expansive setting.” Suggested search 

string: “features of the novel diagram OER.” 

Figure 1.3: Entertainment and aesthetic value of prose fiction – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing entertainment and 

aesthetic functions of prose fiction including enjoyment, relaxation, creativity, 

and artistic significance.” Suggested search string: “functions of prose fiction 

entertainment aesthetic OER.” 

Plates 

Plate 1.1: Narrative elements in prose fiction – AI-generated suggestion using the 

prompt: “Generate an image of a person reading a novel with highlighted 

narrative elements such as plot, characters, and setting.” Suggested search string: 

“narrative elements in prose fiction OER.” 

Plate 1.2: Reading short stories – AI-generated suggestion using the prompt: 

“Generate an image of a person reading a short story anthology.” Suggested 

search string: “short story anthology reading OER.” 

Plate 1.3: Prose fiction as an educational tool – AI-generated suggestion using the 

prompt: “Generate an image of students discussing a novel in a classroom 

setting.” Suggested search string: “students discussing novel classroom OER.” 

Boxes 

Box 1.1: General characteristics of prose fiction – AI-generated suggestion using the 

prompt: “Generate a text box listing general characteristics of prose fiction 

including narrative, imagination, characters, setting, and plot.” Suggested search 

string: “characteristics of prose fiction OER.” 

Box 1.2: Comparison of forms of prose fiction – AI-generated suggestion using the 

prompt: “Generate a text box comparing forms of prose fiction: novel, short story, 

novella.” Suggested search string: “comparison of prose fiction forms OER.” 

Box 1.3: Social, cultural, and educational functions of prose fiction – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing social, cultural, and 

educational functions of prose fiction including reflection of values, preservation 

of culture, empathy, and critical thinking.” Suggested search string: “functions of 

prose fiction social cultural educational OER.” 

Key Terms Defined in Series 1 

Prose fiction, novel, short story, novella, plot, character, setting, aesthetic value. 
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Introduction 

In the last Series, we explored the forms of prose fiction, examining the novel, short story, and 

novella, as well as their functions in society. In this Series, our attention turns to the aesthetics of 

prose fiction, which refers to the artistic qualities that make prose engaging, memorable, and 

meaningful. 
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The aim of this Series is to help you identify and analyse the aesthetic elements of prose fiction, 

including language, style, imagery, symbolism, characterisation, setting, plot, and thematic 

development. 

We shall commence this Series by examining the elements of prose aesthetics, focusing on 

language, style, imagery, and narrative techniques. Next, we will move on to characterisation and 

setting, considering how authors create believable characters and situate them within meaningful 

contexts. Finally, we will conclude with plot and thematic development, analysing how stories 

are structured and how themes are explored through narrative. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 2.1 analyse the use of language and style in prose fiction, 

SLO 2.2 explain the role of imagery, symbolism, and narrative techniques in shaping 

meaning, 

SLO 2.3 describe methods of characterisation and evaluate the importance of setting, 

SLO 2.4 examine the structure of plot in prose fiction, and 

SLO 2.5 interpret how themes are developed through narrative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.1 Elements Of Prose Aesthetics 
2.1.1 Language and style 

Language in prose fiction refers to the choice of words, expressions, and sentence structures 

used by the writer. It shapes the tone of the narrative and influences how readers perceive 

characters and events. Style is the distinctive way an author uses language, including aspects 

such as diction, syntax, and rhythm. Together, language and style create the voice of the text and 

contribute to its aesthetic appeal. 

Writers may adopt simple, direct language or employ elaborate, figurative expressions depending 

on the effect they wish to achieve. Style can be formal, informal, descriptive, or minimalist, and 

it often reflects the author’s personality and artistic vision. 
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Fill in the blank: The distinctive way an author uses language, including diction and syntax, is 

called __________. 

 

Figure 2.1: Language and style in prose fiction  

2.1.2 Imagery and symbolism 

Imagery refers to the use of descriptive language that appeals to the senses, helping readers to 

visualise scenes, hear sounds, or feel emotions. It makes the narrative vivid and memorable. 

Symbolism involves using objects, characters, or events to represent abstract ideas or themes. 

For example, a journey may symbolise personal growth, while light may symbolise hope. 

Imagery and symbolism enrich prose fiction by adding layers of meaning beyond the literal 

narrative. They encourage readers to interpret and reflect on the deeper significance of the story. 

Fill in the blank: The use of objects, characters, or events to represent abstract ideas is called 

__________. 

 

Plate 2.1: Symbolism in prose fiction  

2.1.3 Narrative techniques 
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Narrative techniques are the methods writers use to tell their stories. These include point of 

view, stream of consciousness, flashback, and foreshadowing. The point of view determines who 

is telling the story, whether it is first person, third person, or omniscient. Stream of 

consciousness presents the flow of a character’s thoughts and feelings directly. Flashback takes 

the reader back to earlier events, while foreshadowing hints at what is to come. 

These techniques shape how readers experience the story, guiding their understanding of 

characters, events, and themes. 

Fill in the blank: A technique that hints at future events in a story is called __________. 

 

Box 2.1: Common narrative techniques in prose fiction 

Pilot questions 2.1 

The distinctive way an author uses language, including diction and syntax, is called 

__________. 

Define imagery in the context of prose fiction. 

The use of objects, characters, or events to represent abstract ideas is called __________. 

Name two narrative techniques used in prose fiction. 

A technique that hints at future events in a story is called __________. 

 

2.2 Characterisation And Setting 
2.2.1 Methods of characterisation 

Characterisation refers to the techniques writers use to create and develop characters in prose 

fiction. It can be achieved through direct characterisation, where the author explicitly describes 

a character’s traits, or indirect characterisation, where traits are revealed through actions, 

dialogue, thoughts, and interactions with others. 

Characters may be round, meaning they are complex and undergo development, or flat, meaning 

they are simple and remain unchanged throughout the story. Writers often use contrasts between 

characters to highlight themes and conflicts. 
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Fill in the blank: When a writer reveals a character’s traits through actions and dialogue, this is 

called __________ characterisation. 

 

Figure 2.2: Methods of characterisation in prose fiction  

 

2.2.2 Role of setting in prose fiction 

Setting refers to the time and place in which a story occurs. It provides the background against 

which characters act and events unfold. Setting can be physical (such as a city, village, or 

landscape), temporal (such as historical period or season), or social (such as cultural norms and 

traditions). 

The role of setting is crucial because it shapes the mood, atmosphere, and meaning of the 

narrative. It can influence characters’ behaviour, reflect themes, and symbolise broader ideas. 

For example, a war-torn city may symbolise destruction and loss, while a peaceful countryside 

may represent harmony and renewal. 

Fill in the blank: The time and place in which a story occurs is called the __________. 

 

Plate 2.2: Contrasting settings in prose fiction  
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Function Description 

Contextual Establishes the historical and social "rules" of the world. 

Emotional Generates the atmosphere or "vibe" (e.g., suspense, joy). 

Pragmatic Dictates the physical actions and limits of the characters. 

Thematic Visualizes the underlying message or moral of the story. 

Box 2.2: Functions of setting in prose fiction 

Pilot questions 2.2 

When a writer reveals a character’s traits through actions and dialogue, this is called 

__________ characterisation. 

Define characterisation in prose fiction. 

Name two types of characters. 

The time and place in which a story occurs is called the __________. 

State two functions of setting in prose fiction. 

 

2.3 Plot And Thematic Development 
2.3.1 Structure of plot 

Plot refers to the sequence of events that make up a story. It provides the framework through 

which characters act and themes are revealed. A typical plot structure includes the exposition 

(introduction of characters and setting), rising action (development of conflict), climax (the 

turning point of greatest tension), falling action (events following the climax), and resolution 

(conclusion of the story). 

Writers use plot to organise events in a way that maintains interest and conveys meaning. A 

well-structured plot ensures coherence and progression, guiding readers through the narrative 

journey. 

Fill in the blank: The turning point of greatest tension in a story is called the __________. 
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Figure 2.3: Structure of plot in prose fiction  

2.3.2 Exploration of themes 

Theme refers to the central idea or underlying message of a literary work. Themes often address 

universal aspects of human experience such as love, justice, identity, conflict, or morality. In 

prose fiction, themes are developed through plot, characterisation, setting, and narrative 

techniques. 

Writers may use recurring motifs, symbolism, and dialogue to reinforce themes. For example, a 

theme of identity may be explored through a character’s struggle with cultural heritage, while a 

theme of justice may be highlighted through conflicts between individuals and society. 

Fill in the blank: The central idea or underlying message of a literary work is called the 

__________. 

 

Plate 2.3: Exploring themes in prose fiction  
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Term Definition Example 

Subject The literal topic of the story. A war between two nations. 

Theme The deeper meaning or message. The loss of innocence during wartime. 

Box 2.3: Common themes in prose fiction 

Pilot questions 2.3 

The turning point of greatest tension in a story is called the __________. 

Define plot in prose fiction. 

Name two stages of plot structure. 

The central idea or underlying message of a literary work is called the __________. 

List two common themes in prose fiction. 

Series Summary 

This Series has focused on the aesthetics of prose fiction, examining the artistic qualities that 

make stories engaging and meaningful. We began by analysing language and style, considering 

how diction, syntax, and rhythm shape the voice of a text. We then explored imagery and 

symbolism, noting how they enrich narratives with deeper layers of meaning. Following that, we 

studied narrative techniques such as point of view, flashback, and foreshadowing, which guide 

readers’ understanding of events. We continued with characterisation and setting, learning how 

writers create believable characters and situate them within meaningful contexts. Finally, we 

examined plot and thematic development, identifying how stories are structured and how themes 

are expressed through narrative. 

By completing this Series, you should now be able to analyse language and style, explain the role 

of imagery and symbolism, describe methods of characterisation, evaluate the importance of 

setting, examine plot structure, and interpret thematic development. These abilities align directly 

with the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs 2.1–2.5), equipping you with the skills to appreciate 

and critically engage with the aesthetic dimensions of prose fiction. 

 

Glossary Of Terms 

Characterisation: The techniques writers use to create and develop characters in prose 

fiction. 

Climax: The turning point of greatest tension in a story. 

Imagery: Descriptive language that appeals to the senses, helping readers to visualise scenes 

or emotions. 
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Narrative techniques: Methods used by writers to tell stories, such as point of view, 

flashback, and foreshadowing. 

Plot: The sequence of events that make up a story. 

Setting: The time and place in which a story occurs. 

Style: The distinctive way an author uses language, including diction and syntax. 

Symbolism: The use of objects, characters, or events to represent abstract ideas or themes. 

Theme: The central idea or underlying message of a literary work. 

Concept Check Questions [Series 2] 

Objective Questions 

The distinctive way an author uses language, including diction and syntax, is called 

__________. (Linked to SLO 2.1) 

The use of descriptive language that appeals to the senses is called __________. (Linked to 

SLO 2.2) 

The time and place in which a story occurs is called the __________. (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

The turning point of greatest tension in a story is called the __________. (Linked to SLO 2.4) 

The central idea or underlying message of a literary work is called the __________. (Linked 

to SLO 2.5) 

Short-Answer Questions 

Define style in prose fiction. (Linked to SLO 2.1) 

Explain one function of symbolism in prose fiction. (Linked to SLO 2.2) 

State two methods of characterisation. (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

Name two stages of plot structure. (Linked to SLO 2.4) 

Mention one common theme in prose fiction. (Linked to SLO 2.5) 

Long-Answer Questions 

Analyse the role of imagery and symbolism in shaping meaning in prose fiction. (Linked to SLO 

2.2) 

Basic response: Imagery appeals to the senses, while symbolism represents abstract ideas, 

both enriching the narrative. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand with examples of how imagery 

and symbolism reinforce themes such as hope, identity, or justice. 

Evaluate the importance of characterisation and setting in prose fiction. (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

Basic response: Characterisation creates believable characters, while setting provides 

context and atmosphere. 
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Value-added response: Outstanding learners may illustrate with examples of how setting 

influences character behaviour and reflects broader themes. 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2] 

Part 2.1 

Style 

Imagery is descriptive language that appeals to the senses. 

Symbolism 

Point of view and flashback 

Foreshadowing 

Part 2.2 

Indirect 

Characterisation is the technique used to create and develop characters. 

Round and flat characters 

Setting 

Provides background and shapes mood 

Part 2.3 

Climax 

Plot is the sequence of events that make up a story. 

Exposition and resolution 

Theme 

Love and justice 

 

References And Attributions [Series 2] 

Figures 

Figure 2.1: Language and style in prose fiction – AI-generated suggestion using the 

prompt: “Create a diagram showing elements of language and style in prose 

fiction including diction, syntax, rhythm, tone, and voice.” Suggested search 

string: “language and style in prose fiction diagram OER.” 

Figure 2.2: Methods of characterisation in prose fiction – AI-generated suggestion 

using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing methods of characterisation 

including direct, indirect, round, and flat characters.” Suggested search string: 

“methods of characterisation in prose fiction diagram OER.” 
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Figure 2.3: Structure of plot in prose fiction – AI-generated suggestion using the 

prompt: “Create a diagram showing stages of plot structure including exposition, 

rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.” Suggested search string: 

“plot structure in prose fiction diagram OER.” 

Plates 

Plate 2.1: Symbolism in prose fiction – AI-generated suggestion using the prompt: 

“Generate an image of a candle symbolising hope in a literary context.” 

Suggested search string: “symbolism in prose fiction OER.” 

Plate 2.2: Contrasting settings in prose fiction – AI-generated suggestion using the 

prompt: “Generate an image showing contrasting settings: a bustling city and a 

quiet countryside.” Suggested search string: “contrasting settings in prose fiction 

OER.” 

Plate 2.3: Exploring themes in prose fiction – AI-generated suggestion using the 

prompt: “Generate an image of a reader reflecting on themes of justice and 

identity in a novel.” Suggested search string: “themes in prose fiction OER.” 

Boxes 

Box 2.1: Common narrative techniques in prose fiction – AI-generated suggestion 

using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing common narrative techniques in 

prose fiction including point of view, stream of consciousness, flashback, and 

foreshadowing.” Suggested search string: “narrative techniques in prose fiction 

OER.” 

Box 2.2: Functions of setting in prose fiction – AI-generated suggestion using the 

prompt: “Generate a text box listing functions of setting in prose fiction including 

background, mood, influence, reflection of themes, and symbolism.” Suggested 

search string: “functions of setting in prose fiction OER.” 

Box 2.3: Common themes in prose fiction – AI-generated suggestion using the 

prompt: “Generate a text box listing common themes in prose fiction including 

love, justice, identity, conflict, and tradition.” Suggested search string: “common 

themes in prose fiction OER.” 

Key Terms Defined in Series 2 

Style, imagery, symbolism, narrative techniques, characterisation, setting, plot, 

climax, theme. 
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Course Code: LIT 208 

Course Title: Prose Fiction 

Course Credit Load: 2 Units 

Series 1: Forms Of Prose Fiction 

Series 2: Advancing The Aesthetics Of Prose Fiction 

Series 3: Critical Approaches To Prose Fiction 

Series 4: Major Novelists In World Literature 

Series 5: Themes In The Works Of Literary Icons 

Proposed Outline for Series 3 

Part 3.1: Introduction to literary criticism 

Sub-Part 3.1.1: Definition and purpose of literary criticism 

Sub-Part 3.1.2: Importance of critical approaches in prose fiction 

Part 3.2: Major critical approaches 

Sub-Part 3.2.1: Formalist and structuralist approaches 

Sub-Part 3.2.2: Historical and biographical approaches 

Sub-Part 3.2.3: Feminist and postcolonial approaches 

Part 3.3: Applying critical approaches to prose fiction 

Sub-Part 3.3.1: Practical analysis of selected texts 

Sub-Part 3.3.2: Evaluating strengths and limitations of approaches 

Introduction 

In the last Series, we explored the aesthetics of prose fiction, focusing on language, style, 

imagery, symbolism, characterisation, setting, plot, and themes. In this Series, our attention shifts 

to critical approaches, which provide frameworks for analysing and interpreting prose fiction. 

These approaches help us to move beyond surface reading and engage with deeper meanings, 

contexts, and perspectives. 

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to major critical approaches in prose fiction and to 

equip you with the skills to apply these methods in practical analysis. By doing so, you will be 

able to evaluate texts more effectively and appreciate the diversity of interpretations that literary 

criticism allows. 

We shall commence this Series by examining the definition and purpose of literary criticism, as 

well as its importance in prose fiction. Next, we will explore major critical approaches, including 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

formalist, structuralist, historical, biographical, feminist, and postcolonial perspectives. Finally, 

we will conclude by applying these approaches to selected texts, evaluating their strengths and 

limitations in practice. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 3.1 define literary criticism and explain its purpose in prose fiction, 

SLO 3.2 analyse the importance of critical approaches in interpreting prose fiction, 

SLO 3.3 describe formalist, structuralist, historical, biographical, feminist, and postcolonial 

approaches, 

SLO 3.4 apply selected critical approaches to the analysis of prose fiction, and 

SLO 3.5 evaluate the strengths and limitations of different critical approaches. 

3.1 Introduction To Literary Criticism 
3.1.1 Definition and purpose of literary criticism 

Literary criticism refers to the study, interpretation, and evaluation of literary works. It provides 

readers with tools to analyse texts beyond their surface meaning, helping them to uncover deeper 

themes, structures, and cultural contexts. The purpose of literary criticism is to enhance 

understanding, encourage multiple perspectives, and foster appreciation of literature as both art 

and social commentary. 

Criticism is not simply about pointing out faults, but about engaging thoughtfully with a text to 

reveal its strengths, limitations, and significance. It allows readers to ask questions such as: What 

does this work mean? How does it achieve its effects? Why is it important in its cultural or 

historical setting? 

Fill in the blank: The study, interpretation, and evaluation of literary works is called __________ 

criticism. 

[Insert figure here] Diagram showing definition and purpose of literary criticism (study, 

interpretation, evaluation, deeper meaning, cultural context). Figure 3.1: Definition and purpose 

of literary criticism AI prompt suggestion: “Create a diagram showing definition and purpose of 

literary criticism including study, interpretation, evaluation, deeper meaning, and cultural 

context.” Search string: “definition and purpose of literary criticism diagram OER” 

3.1.2 Importance of critical approaches in prose fiction 

Critical approaches are essential because they provide frameworks for analysing prose fiction. 

Each approach highlights different aspects of a text. For example, a formalist approach focuses 

on structure and style, while a historical approach considers the context in which the work was 

written. Feminist and postcolonial approaches examine issues of gender, identity, and power. 

By applying these approaches, readers gain a richer understanding of prose fiction. They learn to 

see how texts reflect society, challenge norms, and contribute to cultural debates. Critical 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

approaches also encourage independent thinking, as readers compare interpretations and form 

their own conclusions. 

Fill in the blank: A critical approach that focuses on structure and style is called the __________ 

approach. 

 

Plate 3.1: Applying critical approaches to prose fiction  

Benefit Impact on the Reader 

Diversity of Thought Prevents narrow-minded or one-dimensional readings. 

Depth of Inquiry Encourages "close reading" and attention to detail. 

Contextual 

Awareness 
Situates the story within the broader human experience. 

Skill Development 
Builds analytical skills applicable to all forms of media and 

communication. 

Box 3.1: Importance of critical approaches in prose fiction 

Pilot questions 3.1 

The study, interpretation, and evaluation of literary works is called __________ criticism. 

Define literary criticism in the context of prose fiction. 

State one purpose of literary criticism. 

A critical approach that focuses on structure and style is called the __________ approach. 

List two reasons why critical approaches are important in prose fiction. 
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3.2 Major Critical Approaches 
3.2.1 Formalist and structuralist approaches 

Formalist criticism focuses on the internal features of a text such as structure, style, imagery, 

and language. It treats the text as a self-contained work, independent of external factors like 

history or the author’s life. The aim is to evaluate how the text achieves meaning through its 

form. 

Structuralist criticism examines literature as part of a larger system of signs and structures. It 

looks at patterns, conventions, and relationships within texts, often comparing them to myths, 

cultural codes, or linguistic systems. 

Fill in the blank: A critical approach that treats the text as a self-contained work is called the 

__________ approach. 

 

Figure 3.2: Formalist and structuralist approaches  

3.2.2 Historical and biographical approaches 

Historical criticism considers the context in which a work was written. It examines how events, 

social conditions, and cultural values of the time influenced the text. This approach helps readers 

to understand literature as a product of its age. 

Biographical criticism focuses on the author’s life, experiences, and personal background. It 

explores how these factors shape the themes, characters, and style of their works. For example, 

knowing about Charles Dickens’s childhood struggles can deepen our understanding of his 

novels about poverty and injustice. 

Fill in the blank: A critical approach that examines how events and social conditions influenced a 

text is called the __________ approach. 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

 

Plate 3.2: Historical and biographical approaches  

3.2.3 Feminist and postcolonial approaches 

Feminist criticism analyses literature in terms of gender roles, representation of women, and 

power relations. It questions how texts reinforce or challenge patriarchal values and highlights 

voices that may have been marginalised. 

Postcolonial criticism examines literature produced in or about formerly colonised societies. It 

focuses on issues of identity, cultural conflict, and resistance to colonial power. This approach 

reveals how prose fiction reflects struggles for independence, equality, and cultural recognition. 

Fill in the blank: A critical approach that analyses literature in terms of gender roles and 

representation is called the __________ approach. 

Feature Feminist Lens Postcolonial Lens 

Primary 

Focus 

Patriarchal structures and gender 

inequality. 
Imperial structures and colonial legacies. 

Key 

Question 

How does this text reflect or challenge 

the status of women? 

How does this text reflect or challenge 

the effects of colonization? 

Goal 
To achieve gender equity in 

representation and narrative agency. 

To decolonize the mind and celebrate 

indigenous or hybrid identities. 

Box 3.2: Feminist and postcolonial approaches in prose fiction 

Pilot questions 3.2 

A critical approach that treats the text as a self-contained work is called the __________ 

approach. 

Define structuralist criticism in prose fiction. 
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A critical approach that examines how events and social conditions influenced a text is called 

the __________ approach. 

State one focus of biographical criticism. 

A critical approach that analyses literature in terms of gender roles and representation is 

called the __________ approach. 

 

3.3 Applying Critical Approaches To Prose Fiction 
3.3.1 Practical analysis of selected texts 

Applying critical approaches means using the frameworks we have studied to interpret and 

evaluate prose fiction. For example, a formalist reading of James Joyce’s Dubliners might focus 

on the structure of the stories and the stylistic choices that create meaning. A historical approach 

could examine how the collection reflects early twentieth-century Irish society. A feminist 

approach might highlight the representation of women and gender roles, while a postcolonial 

reading could explore issues of identity and cultural conflict. 

By practising these methods, you learn to see texts from multiple perspectives. This enriches 

your understanding and allows you to appreciate the complexity of prose fiction. 

Fill in the blank: A __________ reading of a text focuses on its structure and stylistic choices. 

 

Plate 3.3: Practical application of critical approaches  

 

3.3.2 Evaluating strengths and limitations of approaches 

Each critical approach has its strengths and limitations. Formalist criticism is strong in 

highlighting the artistry of a text, but it may ignore social context. Historical criticism provides 

valuable background, yet it can sometimes overshadow the text itself. Feminist and postcolonial 

approaches are powerful in addressing issues of identity and power, but they may risk narrowing 

interpretation if applied exclusively. 
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The key is to use approaches flexibly, combining insights where appropriate. This allows for 

balanced analysis that respects both the text’s artistic qualities and its broader cultural 

significance. 

Fill in the blank: A critical approach that provides valuable background but may overshadow the 

text itself is the __________ approach. 

Approach Strength (What it illuminates) Limitation (What it may miss) 

Formalist 

Highlights Artistry: Focuses deeply 

on the "mechanics" of the text, such 

as style, structure, and literary 

devices. 

May Ignore Context: Can overlook the 

historical, social, or political 

circumstances that shaped the work. 

Structuralist 

Reveals Patterns: Connects the text 

to larger universal systems of 

language and narrative "codes." 

May Overlook Individuality: Risk of 

treating the story as just a part of a 

system, ignoring the author's unique 

voice. 

Historical 

Provides Background: Offers 

essential context regarding the era, 

events, and social norms of the time 

of writing. 

May Overshadow Text: The historical 

facts can become so prominent that the 

actual literary merit of the story is lost. 

Biographical 

Connects Author's Life: Provides 

insight into how an author’s personal 

experiences influenced their creative 

choices. 

May Reduce Text to Biography: Can 

lead to the "intentional fallacy," assuming 

the story is only about the author's life. 

Feminist 

Addresses Gender and Power: 

Uncovers hidden biases and explores 

how characters navigate patriarchal 

structures. 

May Narrow Scope: A strict focus on 

gender dynamics might lead the reader to 

ignore other important themes or 

aesthetics. 

Postcolonial 

Explores Identity and Conflict: 

Examines the profound 

psychological and cultural impact of 

colonization and resistance. 

May Overemphasize Colonial Context: 

Can sometimes force a "colonial" reading 

on a text where other themes might be 

more central. 

Box 3.3: Strengths and limitations of critical approaches 

Pilot questions 3.3 
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A __________ reading of a text focuses on its structure and stylistic choices. 

State one advantage of applying historical criticism to prose fiction. 

Which approach highlights issues of gender and power? 

A critical approach that provides valuable background but may overshadow the text itself is 

the __________ approach. 

Why is it useful to combine different critical approaches when analysing prose fiction? 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has introduced you to critical approaches to prose fiction, highlighting the 

importance of literary criticism in deepening our understanding of texts. We began by defining 

literary criticism and explaining its purpose, then moved on to explore major approaches 

including formalist, structuralist, historical, biographical, feminist, and postcolonial perspectives. 

Finally, we applied these approaches to selected texts and evaluated their strengths and 

limitations, noting how each framework offers unique insights while also presenting certain 

challenges. 

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define literary criticism, analyse its 

importance in prose fiction, describe major critical approaches, apply them to practical analysis, 

and evaluate their strengths and limitations. These abilities align directly with the Series 

Learning Outcomes (SLOs 3.1–3.5), equipping you with the skills to interpret prose fiction 

critically and to appreciate the diversity of perspectives that literary analysis provides. 

 

Glossary Of Terms 

Biographical criticism: An approach that examines how an author’s life and experiences 

influence their works. 

Feminist criticism: An approach that analyses literature in terms of gender roles, 

representation of women, and power relations. 

Formalist criticism: An approach that focuses on the internal features of a text such as 

structure, style, and language. 

Historical criticism: An approach that considers the social, cultural, and historical context in 

which a work was written. 

Literary criticism: The study, interpretation, and evaluation of literary works. 

Postcolonial criticism: An approach that examines literature in relation to colonial and 

postcolonial contexts, focusing on identity, cultural conflict, and resistance. 

Structuralist criticism: An approach that analyses literature as part of larger systems of 

signs, patterns, and cultural codes. 
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Concept Check Questions [Series 3] 

Objective Questions 

The study, interpretation, and evaluation of literary works is called __________ criticism. 

(Linked to SLO 3.1) 

A critical approach that treats the text as a self-contained work is called the __________ 

approach. (Linked to SLO 3.3) 

A critical approach that examines how events and social conditions influenced a text is called 

the __________ approach. (Linked to SLO 3.3) 

A critical approach that analyses literature in terms of gender roles and representation is 

called the __________ approach. (Linked to SLO 3.3) 

Which approach focuses on patterns, conventions, and cultural codes? (Linked to SLO 3.3) 

Short-Answer Questions 

Define literary criticism in the context of prose fiction. (Linked to SLO 3.1) 

State one purpose of literary criticism. (Linked to SLO 3.1) 

Explain one strength of historical criticism. (Linked to SLO 3.5) 

Mention one limitation of biographical criticism. (Linked to SLO 3.5) 

State one reason why combining different critical approaches is useful. (Linked to SLO 3.4) 

Long-Answer Questions 

Analyse the differences between formalist and historical criticism. (Linked to SLO 3.3) 

Basic response: Formalist criticism focuses on the text’s internal features, while historical 

criticism considers the social and cultural context. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand with examples of how each 

approach changes interpretation of the same text. 

Evaluate the strengths and limitations of feminist and postcolonial criticism. (Linked to SLO 3.5) 

Basic response: Feminist criticism highlights gender and power issues, while postcolonial 

criticism explores identity and cultural conflict. Both approaches may risk narrowing 

interpretation if applied exclusively. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may illustrate with examples of texts where 

these approaches reveal hidden meanings or challenge dominant perspectives. 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3] 

Part 3.1 

Literary 

Literary criticism is the study, interpretation, and evaluation of literary works. 

To uncover deeper meaning and foster appreciation. 
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Formalist 

Provide frameworks and encourage multiple interpretations. 

Part 3.2 

Formalist 

Structuralist criticism examines literature as part of larger systems of signs and patterns. 

Historical 

It focuses on the author’s life and experiences. 

Feminist 

Part 3.3 

Formalist 

It provides valuable background and context. 

Feminist criticism 

Historical 

Because it allows balanced analysis and richer understanding. 

 

References And Attributions [Series 3] 

Figures 

Figure 3.1: Definition and purpose of literary criticism – AI-generated suggestion 

using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing definition and purpose of literary 

criticism including study, interpretation, evaluation, deeper meaning, and cultural 

context.” Suggested search string: “definition and purpose of literary criticism 

diagram OER.” 

Figure 3.2: Formalist and structuralist approaches – AI-generated suggestion using 

the prompt: “Create a diagram showing formalist and structuralist approaches in 

prose fiction including form, language, imagery, patterns, and cultural codes.” 

Suggested search string: “formalist and structuralist approaches prose fiction 

OER.” 

Plates 

Plate 3.1: Applying critical approaches to prose fiction – AI-generated suggestion 

using the prompt: “Generate an image of students discussing a novel using 

different critical approaches such as formalist, historical, and feminist.” Suggested 

search string: “critical approaches to prose fiction OER.” 

Plate 3.2: Historical and biographical approaches – AI-generated suggestion using 

the prompt: “Generate an image of a writer at work with historical documents in 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

the background to represent historical and biographical criticism.” Suggested 

search string: “historical and biographical approaches prose fiction OER.” 

Plate 3.3: Practical application of critical approaches – AI-generated suggestion 

using the prompt: “Generate an image of students analysing a text using different 

critical lenses such as formalist, feminist, and historical.” Suggested search string: 

“applying critical approaches prose fiction OER.” 

Boxes 

Box 3.1: Importance of critical approaches in prose fiction – AI-generated suggestion 

using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing importance of critical approaches in 

prose fiction including frameworks, interpretations, cultural connections, and 

critical thinking.” Suggested search string: “importance of critical approaches in 

prose fiction OER.” 

Box 3.2: Feminist and postcolonial approaches in prose fiction – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing feminist and 

postcolonial approaches in prose fiction including gender roles, representation, 

identity, and cultural conflict.” Suggested search string: “feminist and 

postcolonial approaches prose fiction OER.” 

Box 3.3: Strengths and limitations of critical approaches – AI-generated suggestion 

using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing strengths and limitations of critical 

approaches including formalist, structuralist, historical, biographical, feminist, 

and postcolonial.” Suggested search string: “strengths and limitations of critical 

approaches prose fiction OER.” 

Key Terms Defined in Series 3 

Literary criticism, formalist criticism, structuralist criticism, historical criticism, 

biographical criticism, feminist criticism, postcolonial criticism. 
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Course Code: LIT 208 

Course Title: Prose Fiction 

Course Credit Load: 2 Units 

Series 1: Forms Of Prose Fiction 

Series 2: Advancing The Aesthetics Of Prose Fiction 

Series 3: Critical Approaches To Prose Fiction 

Series 4: Major Novelists In World Literature 

Series 5: Themes In The Works Of Literary Icons 

Proposed Outline for Series 4 

Part 4.1: European novelists 

Sub-Part 4.1.1: Charles Dickens (England) 

Sub-Part 4.1.2: Leo Tolstoy (Russia) 

Sub-Part 4.1.3: Gustave Flaubert (France) 

Part 4.2: American novelists 

Sub-Part 4.2.1: Mark Twain 

Sub-Part 4.2.2: Toni Morrison 

Sub-Part 4.2.3: Ernest Hemingway 

Part 4.3: African novelists 

Sub-Part 4.3.1: Chinua Achebe (Nigeria) 

Sub-Part 4.3.2: Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o (Kenya) 

Sub-Part 4.3.3: Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (Nigeria) 

Part 4.4: Asian novelists 

Sub-Part 4.4.1: Rabindranath Tagore (India) 

Sub-Part 4.4.2: Haruki Murakami (Japan) 

Sub-Part 4.4.3: Mo Yan (China) 

Introduction 

World literature is enriched by the contributions of novelists whose works have shaped cultures, 

influenced societies, and expanded the boundaries of storytelling. These writers not only reflect 

their own traditions but also speak to universal human experiences, making their works enduring 

and relevant across generations. 
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The aim of this Series is to introduce you to major novelists from different regions of the world 

and to highlight their contributions to literature. By studying their works, you will gain insight 

into diverse cultural contexts and appreciate the global significance of the novel as a literary 

form. 

We shall commence this Series by exploring European novelists such as Dickens, Tolstoy, and 

Flaubert. Next, we will move on to American novelists including Twain, Morrison, and 

Hemingway. Following that, we will examine African novelists such as Achebe, Ngũgĩ, and 

Adichie. Finally, we will conclude with Asian novelists including Tagore, Murakami, and Mo 

Yan, thereby rounding off our study with a truly global perspective. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 4.1 describe the contributions of selected European novelists to world literature, 

SLO 4.2 analyse the works and significance of major American novelists, 

SLO 4.3 explain the impact of African novelists on cultural identity and global literary 

discourse, 

SLO 4.4 evaluate the themes and styles of prominent Asian novelists, and 

SLO 4.5 compare the contributions of novelists across regions to appreciate the global 

development of prose fiction. 

4.1 European Novelists 
4.1.1 Charles Dickens (England) 

Charles Dickens was one of the most influential English novelists of the nineteenth century. His 

works often addressed social issues such as poverty, injustice, and class inequality. Dickens 

combined vivid characterisation with detailed descriptions of London life, making his novels 

both entertaining and socially conscious. Famous works include Oliver Twist, David 

Copperfield, and Great Expectations. 

Dickens’s style is marked by humour, satire, and memorable characters who embody broader 

social concerns. His novels remain relevant because they highlight the struggles of ordinary 

people and the need for compassion and reform. 

Fill in the blank: Dickens’s novels often addressed social issues such as __________ and 

injustice. 
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Plate 4.1: Charles Dickens as a social novelist  

4.1.2 Leo Tolstoy (Russia) 

Leo Tolstoy was a Russian novelist renowned for his epic works that explore morality, 

spirituality, and human conflict. His masterpiece War and Peace presents a sweeping narrative 

of Russian society during the Napoleonic wars, while Anna Karenina examines themes of love, 

family, and social expectations. 

Tolstoy’s writing is characterised by psychological depth and philosophical reflection. He often 

questioned the meaning of life and the nature of human happiness, making his works both 

literary and existential explorations. 

Fill in the blank: Tolstoy’s novel War and Peace presents a sweeping narrative of Russian 

society during the __________ wars. 

 

Figure 4.1: Themes in Tolstoy’s novels  

4.1.3 Gustave Flaubert (France) 
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Gustave Flaubert was a French novelist best known for Madame Bovary, a novel that critiques 

romantic illusions and explores the consequences of desire and dissatisfaction. Flaubert’s 

commitment to realism—a literary style that seeks to depict life accurately without 

idealisation—made him a central figure in European literature. 

His precise use of language and attention to detail set new standards for prose fiction. Flaubert 

believed in the importance of objectivity, striving to remove authorial bias and allow the 

narrative to speak for itself. 

Fill in the blank: Flaubert’s commitment to __________ made him a central figure in European 

literature. 

Novelist 
Primary 

Movement 
Key Narrative Innovation 

Dickens Social Realism Use of satire and caricature to drive social change. 

Tolstoy Epic Realism 
Merging grand historical narratives with intimate psychological 

analysis. 

Flaubert Literary Realism Perfecting the objective narrative voice and aesthetic precision. 

Box 4.1: Contributions of European novelists 

Pilot questions 4.1 

Dickens’s novels often addressed social issues such as __________ and injustice. 

Name one famous work by Charles Dickens. 

Tolstoy’s novel War and Peace presents a sweeping narrative of Russian society during the 

__________ wars. 

State one theme explored in Tolstoy’s novels. 

Flaubert’s commitment to __________ made him a central figure in European literature. 

 

4.2 American Novelists 
4.2.1 Mark Twain 

Mark Twain, born Samuel Clemens, is often regarded as the father of American literature. His 

novels, such as The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, capture the 

spirit of nineteenth-century America. Twain’s works are known for their humour, satire, and 

vivid depiction of life along the Mississippi River. 

He used storytelling to critique social issues, including slavery and inequality, while entertaining 

readers with memorable characters and adventurous plots. 
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Fill in the blank: Twain’s novel Adventures of Huckleberry Finn critiques social issues such as 

__________. 

 

Plate 4.2: Mark Twain, father of American literature  

 

4.2.2 Toni Morrison 

Toni Morrison was a Nobel Prize-winning American novelist celebrated for her exploration of 

African American identity, history, and culture. Her works, including Beloved, Song of Solomon, 

and The Bluest Eye, address themes of memory, trauma, race, and community. 

Morrison’s writing is distinguished by lyrical language and deep psychological insight. She gave 

voice to experiences that had often been marginalised, making her one of the most influential 

literary figures of the twentieth century. 

Fill in the blank: Morrison’s novel Beloved addresses themes of memory, trauma, and 

__________. 

 

Figure 4.2: Themes in Toni Morrison’s novels  

4.2.3 Ernest Hemingway 
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Ernest Hemingway was an American novelist and journalist known for his distinctive style of 

minimalism—a literary technique characterised by simple, direct language and understated 

emotion. His works include The Old Man and the Sea, A Farewell to Arms, and For Whom the 

Bell Tolls. 

Hemingway’s novels often explore themes of courage, war, love, and human endurance. His 

“iceberg theory” suggested that the deeper meaning of a story should lie beneath the surface, 

implied rather than explicitly stated. 

Fill in the blank: Hemingway’s literary technique characterised by simple, direct language is 

called __________. 

Novelist Literary Movement Key Innovation 

Twain Regionalism / Realism 
Elevated colloquial American speech to a 

literary art form. 

Morrison 
Postmodernism / African 

American Literature 

Reclaimed historical narratives through magical 

realism and nonlinear time. 

Hemingway Modernism 
Developed a "stripped-down" prose style that 

rejected Victorian ornamentation. 

Box 4.2: Contributions of American novelists 

Pilot questions 4.2 

Twain’s novel Adventures of Huckleberry Finn critiques social issues such as __________. 

Name one famous work by Mark Twain. 

Morrison’s novel Beloved addresses themes of memory, trauma, and __________. 

State one theme explored in Morrison’s novels. 

Hemingway’s literary technique characterised by simple, direct language is called 

__________. 

 

4.3 African Novelists 
4.3.1 Chinua Achebe (Nigeria) 

Chinua Achebe is widely regarded as the father of modern African literature. His most famous 

novel, Things Fall Apart, portrays the clash between traditional Igbo society and colonial 

influences. Achebe’s work is celebrated for its authentic representation of African culture, oral 

traditions, and the complexities of identity in a changing world. 
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Achebe used prose fiction to challenge stereotypes about Africa and to highlight the dignity and 

resilience of African societies. His writing remains a cornerstone of postcolonial literature. 

Fill in the blank: Achebe’s novel Things Fall Apart portrays the clash between traditional Igbo 

society and __________ influences. 

 

Plate 4.3: Chinua Achebe and African identity  

4.3.2 Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o (Kenya) 

Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o is a Kenyan novelist and playwright known for his commitment to writing 

in African languages and his critique of colonialism. His novel A Grain of Wheat explores the 

Mau Mau uprising and the struggle for independence in Kenya. 

Ngũgĩ emphasised the importance of language in preserving cultural identity. By choosing to 

write in Gikuyu, he resisted colonial dominance and promoted African voices in literature. 

Fill in the blank: Ngũgĩ’s novel A Grain of Wheat explores the struggle for independence during 

the __________ uprising. 

 

Figure 4.3: Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o’s contributions to African literature 

4.3.3 Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (Nigeria) 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie is a contemporary Nigerian novelist whose works explore themes 

of identity, feminism, migration, and cultural conflict. Her novels include Purple Hibiscus, Half 

of a Yellow Sun, and Americanah. 
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Adichie’s writing is praised for its accessible style and powerful storytelling. She addresses both 

historical events, such as the Biafran war, and modern issues like race and gender, making her 

one of the most influential voices in global literature today. 

Fill in the blank: Adichie’s novel Half of a Yellow Sun addresses the Nigerian __________ war. 

Feature Achebe Era Ngũgĩ Era Adichie Era 

Primary 

Focus 

The clash of 

cultures. 

Decolonization and 

language. 

Transnationalism and 

gender. 

Narrative 

Goal 
To reclaim the past. 

To challenge the power 

structure. 

To navigate the global 

present. 

Cultural 

Context 

Pre-colonial vs. 

Colonial. 
Post-colonial struggle. 

The Diaspora and modern 

Africa. 

Box 4.3: Contributions of African novelists 

Pilot questions 4.3 

Achebe’s novel Things Fall Apart portrays the clash between traditional Igbo society and 

__________ influences. 

Name one famous work by Chinua Achebe. 

Ngũgĩ’s novel A Grain of Wheat explores the struggle for independence during the 

__________ uprising. 

State one reason Ngũgĩ chose to write in Gikuyu. 

Adichie’s novel Half of a Yellow Sun addresses the Nigerian __________ war. 

 

4.4 Asian Novelists 
4.4.1 Rabindranath Tagore (India) 

Rabindranath Tagore was an Indian novelist, poet, and philosopher who became the first non-

European to win the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1913. His works often explored themes of 

spirituality, tradition, and modernity. Novels such as The Home and the World and Gora reflect 

the tensions between colonial influence and Indian cultural identity. 

Tagore’s writing is distinguished by its lyrical style and philosophical depth. He sought to 

harmonise tradition with progress, making his works both culturally rooted and universally 

appealing. 

Fill in the blank: Tagore was the first non-European to win the Nobel Prize in Literature in 

__________. 
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Plate 4.4: Rabindranath Tagore and Indian identity  

4.4.2 Haruki Murakami (Japan) 

Haruki Murakami is a contemporary Japanese novelist known for blending realism with 

surrealism. His works, including Norwegian Wood, Kafka on the Shore, and The Wind-Up Bird 

Chronicle, often explore themes of loneliness, identity, and the subconscious. 

Murakami’s style combines everyday detail with dreamlike sequences, creating narratives that 

are both accessible and deeply symbolic. His novels appeal to global audiences because they 

address universal human emotions while retaining a distinctly Japanese perspective. 

Fill in the blank: Murakami’s novel Norwegian Wood explores themes of love, loss, and 

__________. 

Feature Primary Effect Key Innovation 

Pacing 
Mundane yet 

mesmerising. 

Elevating trivial details (e.g., specific recipes, jazz albums, 

or cat breeds) into significant narrative anchors. 

Atmosphere 
"The Murakami 

Vibe." 

A powerful sense of melancholy, nostalgia, and a quiet 

yearning, regardless of the setting. 

Genre 
Beyond 

classification. 

Merging hard-boiled detective fiction, classical mythology, 

pop culture (e.g., pop art, films), and philosophical inquiry 

into a unique form. 

Figure 4.4: Themes in Haruki Murakami’s novels  

4.4.3 Mo Yan (China) 
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Mo Yan is a Chinese novelist who won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2012. His works, such as 

Red Sorghum and Big Breasts and Wide Hips, combine historical narrative with magical realism. 

Mo Yan often addresses themes of rural life, political change, and human resilience. 

His writing is notable for its bold imagery and blending of folklore with contemporary issues. By 

using magical realism, Mo Yan captures the complexities of Chinese society and history in ways 

that are both imaginative and critical. 

Fill in the blank: Mo Yan won the Nobel Prize in Literature in __________. 

Novelist Defining Movement Key Narrative Innovation 

Tagore Indian Renaissance Merging poetic prose with socio-political inquiry. 

Murakami Postmodernism The "Iceberg" of the subconscious within urban settings. 

Mo Yan Xungen (Root-seeking) Integrating oral tradition with modern social commentary. 

Box 4.4: Contributions of Asian novelists 

Pilot questions 4.4 

Tagore was the first non-European to win the Nobel Prize in Literature in __________. 

Name one famous work by Rabindranath Tagore. 

Murakami’s novel Norwegian Wood explores themes of love, loss, and __________. 

State one characteristic of Murakami’s style. 

Mo Yan won the Nobel Prize in Literature in __________. 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has introduced you to major novelists in world literature, highlighting their 

contributions to cultural identity, social critique, and artistic innovation. We began with 

European novelists such as Dickens, Tolstoy, and Flaubert, whose works shaped nineteenth-

century literature through social reform, psychological depth, and realism. We then moved to 

American novelists including Twain, Morrison, and Hemingway, who captured themes of race, 

identity, humour, and endurance. Following that, we explored African novelists Achebe, Ngũgĩ, 

and Adichie, who gave authentic voices to African traditions, independence struggles, and 

contemporary issues. Finally, we examined Asian novelists Tagore, Murakami, and Mo Yan, 

whose works blend cultural heritage, surrealism, and magical realism with global appeal. 

By completing this Series, you should now be able to describe the contributions of European 

novelists, analyse the works of American writers, explain the impact of African novelists, 

evaluate the themes of Asian novelists, and compare contributions across regions. These abilities 
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align directly with the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs 4.1–4.5), equipping you with a global 

perspective on the development of prose fiction. 

 

Glossary Of Terms 

Minimalism: A literary style characterised by simple, direct language and understated 

emotion. 

Magical realism: A style of writing that blends realistic narrative with fantastical elements. 

Realism: A literary style that seeks to depict life accurately without idealisation. 

Surrealism: A literary technique that combines dreamlike or irrational elements with 

realistic detail. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 4] 

Objective Questions 

Dickens’s novels often addressed social issues such as __________. (Linked to SLO 4.1) 

Tolstoy’s War and Peace presents a sweeping narrative of Russian society during the 

__________ wars. (Linked to SLO 4.1) 

Morrison’s Beloved addresses themes of memory, trauma, and __________. (Linked to SLO 

4.2) 

Hemingway’s literary technique characterised by simple, direct language is called 

__________. (Linked to SLO 4.2) 

Achebe’s Things Fall Apart portrays the clash between Igbo society and __________ 

influences. (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

Adichie’s Half of a Yellow Sun addresses the Nigerian __________ war. (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

Tagore was the first non-European to win the Nobel Prize in Literature in __________. 

(Linked to SLO 4.4) 

Mo Yan won the Nobel Prize in Literature in __________. (Linked to SLO 4.4) 

Short-Answer Questions 

Define realism in prose fiction. (Linked to SLO 4.1) 

State one contribution of Mark Twain to American literature. (Linked to SLO 4.2) 

Explain why Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o chose to write in Gikuyu. (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

Mention one theme explored in Murakami’s novels. (Linked to SLO 4.4) 

Compare one contribution of Dickens with one contribution of Achebe. (Linked to SLO 4.5) 

Long-Answer Questions 

Analyse the contributions of Toni Morrison to world literature. (Linked to SLO 4.2) 
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Basic response: Morrison explored African American identity, race, and memory through 

novels such as Beloved. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand with examples of how Morrison’s 

lyrical style and psychological depth gave voice to marginalised experiences and 

reshaped global literary discourse. 

Evaluate the significance of magical realism in Mo Yan’s works. (Linked to SLO 4.4) 

Basic response: Magical realism allowed Mo Yan to blend folklore with contemporary 

issues, capturing the complexities of Chinese society. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may illustrate with examples of how magical 

realism critiques political change and human resilience while appealing to global 

audiences. 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4] 

Part 4.1 

Poverty 

Oliver Twist 

Napoleonic 

Morality 

Realism 

Part 4.2 

Slavery 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 

Race 

Memory 

Minimalism 

Part 4.3 

Colonial 

Things Fall Apart 

Mau Mau 

To preserve cultural identity and resist colonial dominance 

Biafran 

Part 4.4 

1913 

The Home and the World 
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Identity 

Blending realism with surrealism 

2012 
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Course Code: LIT 208 

Course Title: Prose Fiction 

Course Credit Load: 2 Units 

Series 1: Forms Of Prose Fiction 

Series 2: Advancing The Aesthetics Of Prose Fiction 

Series 3: Critical Approaches To Prose Fiction 

Series 4: Major Novelists In World Literature 

Series 5: Themes In The Works Of Literary Icons 

Proposed Outline for Series 5 

Part 5.1: Social and cultural themes 

Sub-Part 5.1.1: Class and inequality 

Sub-Part 5.1.2: Colonialism and postcolonial identity 

Sub-Part 5.1.3: Race and cultural heritage 

Part 5.2: Psychological and existential themes 

Sub-Part 5.2.1: Identity and self-discovery 

Sub-Part 5.2.2: Alienation and loneliness 

Sub-Part 5.2.3: The search for meaning 

Part 5.3: Gender and family themes 

Sub-Part 5.3.1: Feminism and gender roles 

Sub-Part 5.3.2: Family, love, and relationships 

Sub-Part 5.3.3: Generational conflict 

Part 5.4: Political and historical themes 

Sub-Part 5.4.1: War and conflict 

Sub-Part 5.4.2: Revolution and social change 

Sub-Part 5.4.3: Memory and trauma 

 

Introduction 

In the last Series, we explored major novelists in world literature, examining their contributions 

to cultural identity, social critique, and artistic innovation. In this Series, our focus shifts to the 
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themes that run through the works of literary icons. Themes are the underlying ideas that give 

literature its depth and relevance, connecting stories to broader human experiences. 

The aim of this Series is to help you identify, analyse, and evaluate recurring themes in the 

works of literary icons. By doing so, you will gain insight into how writers use literature to 

reflect society, explore human psychology, and engage with political and historical realities. 

We shall commence this Series by examining social and cultural themes such as class, 

colonialism, and race. Next, we will move on to psychological and existential themes including 

identity, alienation, and the search for meaning. Following that, we will consider gender and 

family themes such as feminism, relationships, and generational conflict. Finally, we will 

conclude with political and historical themes, focusing on war, revolution, and memory, thereby 

rounding off our study with a comprehensive view of thematic concerns in literature. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 5.1 analyse social and cultural themes such as class, colonialism, and race in the works 

of literary icons, 

SLO 5.2 evaluate psychological and existential themes including identity, alienation, and the 

search for meaning, 

SLO 5.3 explain gender and family themes such as feminism, relationships, and generational 

conflict, and 

SLO 5.4 interpret political and historical themes including war, revolution, and memory in 

prose fiction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.1 Social And Cultural Themes 
5.1.1 Class and inequality 

Class refers to divisions in society based on wealth, occupation, and social status. Many literary 

icons have explored themes of inequality, highlighting the struggles of the poor and the 

privileges of the wealthy. For example, Charles Dickens often depicted the harsh realities of 

poverty in nineteenth-century England, while modern writers continue to address economic 

disparity in contemporary settings. 
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By examining class and inequality, literature reveals how social structures shape human lives and 

relationships. Writers use characters and settings to expose injustice and to call for reform or 

empathy. 

Fill in the blank: Dickens’s novels often highlighted the struggles of the __________ in 

nineteenth-century England. 

 

Figure 5.1: Key social and cultural themes in literature  

5.1.2 Colonialism and postcolonial identity 

Colonialism refers to the control of one nation over another, often involving exploitation and 

cultural domination. Postcolonial identity explores the aftermath of colonial rule, focusing on 

issues of cultural conflict, independence, and self-definition. Writers such as Chinua Achebe and 

Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o have used fiction to portray the impact of colonialism on African societies 

and the struggle to reclaim cultural identity. 

This theme is important because it highlights the tension between tradition and modernity, as 

well as the resilience of communities seeking to preserve their heritage. 

Fill in the blank: Achebe’s Things Fall Apart portrays the clash between Igbo traditions and 

__________ influences. 

 

Plate 5.1: Colonialism and postcolonial identity in literature  
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5.1.3 Race and cultural heritage 

Race refers to categories of human identity often linked to physical characteristics, while 

cultural heritage encompasses traditions, practices, and values passed down through 

generations. Writers such as Toni Morrison and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie have explored how 

race and heritage shape identity, community, and belonging. 

Literature addressing race and cultural heritage often challenges stereotypes and highlights the 

richness of diverse traditions. It also examines the struggles of individuals navigating multiple 

cultural identities in a globalised world. 

Fill in the blank: Morrison’s novel Beloved addresses themes of memory, trauma, and 

__________ heritage. 

Theme Primary Social Conflict Literary Function 

Class Proletariat vs. Bourgeoisie 
To expose economic injustice and advocate for 

reform. 

Colonialism 
Indigenous Culture vs. Imperial 

Power 

To reclaim historical agency and decolonize the 

narrative. 

Race 
Systemic Oppression vs. 

Individual Identity 

To explore the intersection of personal trauma 

and collective history. 

Box 5.1: Examples of social and cultural themes in literature 

Pilot questions 5.1 

Dickens’s novels often highlighted the struggles of the __________ in nineteenth-century 

England. 

Define colonialism in the context of literature. 

Achebe’s Things Fall Apart portrays the clash between Igbo traditions and __________ 

influences. 

State one reason why postcolonial identity is an important theme in literature. 

Morrison’s novel Beloved addresses themes of memory, trauma, and __________ heritage. 

 

5.2 Psychological And Existential Themes 
5.2.1 Identity and self-discovery 

Identity refers to the sense of who a person is, shaped by culture, experiences, and personal 

choices. In literature, the theme of self-discovery often involves characters searching for 

meaning and defining themselves in relation to society. Writers such as James Joyce in A 
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Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie in Americanah explore 

how individuals negotiate identity in complex cultural contexts. 

This theme is significant because it reflects universal human struggles with belonging, 

authenticity, and personal growth. 

Fill in the blank: Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man explores the theme of 

__________ and self-discovery. 

 

Plate 5.2: Identity and self-discovery in literature 

5.2.2 Alienation and loneliness 

Alienation refers to a feeling of being isolated or estranged from society, while loneliness is the 

emotional experience of being disconnected from others. Writers such as Franz Kafka in The 

Metamorphosis and Haruki Murakami in Norwegian Wood have portrayed characters who 

struggle with these feelings. 

Alienation and loneliness are powerful themes because they highlight the challenges of modern 

life, where individuals may feel disconnected despite living in crowded societies. Literature uses 

these themes to question social structures and to explore the human need for connection. 

Fill in the blank: Kafka’s The Metamorphosis portrays the theme of __________ and 

estrangement from society. 

 

Figure 5.2: Psychological and existential themes in literature  

5.2.3 The search for meaning 
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The search for meaning is an existential theme that explores questions about life’s purpose and 

human existence. Writers such as Albert Camus in The Stranger and Leo Tolstoy in War and 

Peace have examined how individuals confront the absurdity of life and seek significance in 

their actions. 

This theme often involves philosophical reflection, showing how literature can be a medium for 

exploring profound questions about mortality, morality, and the human condition. 

Fill in the blank: Camus’s The Stranger explores the existential theme of the search for 

__________. 

Theme Internal Conflict Narrative Technique 

Identity 
Individual Desire vs. Social 

Conformity 

Stream of consciousness / Internal 

Monologue. 

Alienation The "Other" vs. The Collective Surrealism / Distorted Reality. 

Meaning Existential Dread vs. Authenticity Objective, detached, or "flat" narrative tone. 

Box 5.2: Examples of psychological and existential themes in literature 

Pilot questions 5.2 

Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man explores the theme of __________ and self-

discovery. 

Define alienation in the context of literature. 

Kafka’s The Metamorphosis portrays the theme of __________ and estrangement from 

society. 

State one reason why loneliness is a powerful theme in literature. 

Camus’s The Stranger explores the existential theme of the search for __________. 

5.2 Psychological And Existential Themes 
5.2.1 Identity and self-discovery 

Identity refers to the sense of who a person is, shaped by culture, experiences, and personal 

choices. In literature, the theme of self-discovery often involves characters searching for 

meaning and defining themselves in relation to society. Writers such as James Joyce in A 

Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie in Americanah explore 

how individuals negotiate identity in complex cultural contexts. 

This theme is significant because it reflects universal human struggles with belonging, 

authenticity, and personal growth. 
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Fill in the blank: Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man explores the theme of 

__________ and self-discovery. 

 

Plate 5.2: Identity and self-discovery in literature 

5.2.2 Alienation and loneliness 

Alienation refers to a feeling of being isolated or estranged from society, while loneliness is the 

emotional experience of being disconnected from others. Writers such as Franz Kafka in The 

Metamorphosis and Haruki Murakami in Norwegian Wood have portrayed characters who 

struggle with these feelings. 

Alienation and loneliness are powerful themes because they highlight the challenges of modern 

life, where individuals may feel disconnected despite living in crowded societies. Literature uses 

these themes to question social structures and to explore the human need for connection. 

Fill in the blank: Kafka’s The Metamorphosis portrays the theme of __________ and 

estrangement from society. 

 

Figure 5.2: Psychological and existential themes in literature  

5.2.3 The search for meaning 

The search for meaning is an existential theme that explores questions about life’s purpose and 

human existence. Writers such as Albert Camus in The Stranger and Leo Tolstoy in War and 

Peace have examined how individuals confront the absurdity of life and seek significance in 

their actions. 

This theme often involves philosophical reflection, showing how literature can be a medium for 

exploring profound questions about mortality, morality, and the human condition. 
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Fill in the blank: Camus’s The Stranger explores the existential theme of the search for 

__________. 

Theme Primary Internal Conflict Narrative Technique 

Identity 
Individual Desire vs. Social 

Conformity 

Stream of consciousness / Internal 

Monologue 

Alienation The "Other" vs. The Collective Surrealism / Distorted Reality 

Meaning Existential Dread vs. Authenticity Objective, detached, or "flat" narrative tone 

Box 5.2: Examples of psychological and existential themes in literature 

Pilot questions 5.2 

Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man explores the theme of __________ and self-

discovery. 

Define alienation in the context of literature. 

Kafka’s The Metamorphosis portrays the theme of __________ and estrangement from 

society. 

State one reason why loneliness is a powerful theme in literature. 

Camus’s The Stranger explores the existential theme of the search for __________. 

 

5.3 Gender And Family Themes 
5.3.1 Feminism and gender roles 

Feminism in literature refers to the advocacy for women’s rights and equality, while gender 

roles describe the expectations placed on individuals based on their sex. Writers such as Virginia 

Woolf in A Room of One’s Own and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie in We Should All Be Feminists 

have challenged traditional roles and highlighted the importance of female voices in literature. 

These themes are significant because they question societal norms and encourage readers to 

reflect on issues of equality, representation, and empowerment. 

Fill in the blank: Adichie’s We Should All Be Feminists challenges traditional __________ roles 

in society. 
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Plate 5.3: Feminism and gender roles in literature  

5.3.2 Family, love, and relationships 

Family and relationships are central themes in literature, often used to explore love, loyalty, and 

conflict. Writers such as Jane Austen in Pride and Prejudice and Leo Tolstoy in Anna Karenina 

have examined how family dynamics and romantic relationships shape human experiences. 

These themes resonate with readers because they reflect everyday life and the complexities of 

human emotions. Literature uses them to highlight both the joys and challenges of love and 

family bonds. 

Fill in the blank: Austen’s Pride and Prejudice explores themes of family, love, and 

__________. 

 

Figure 5.3: Family and relationship themes in literature  

5.3.3 Generational conflict 

Generational conflict refers to tensions between different age groups, often between parents and 

children. This theme explores differences in values, traditions, and expectations. Writers such as 

Chinua Achebe in No Longer at Ease and Arthur Miller in Death of a Salesman have portrayed 

how generational divides affect identity and decision-making. 

Generational conflict is important because it reflects the challenges of cultural change and the 

struggle between tradition and modernity. It shows how literature can capture the evolving 

dynamics of family and society. 
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Fill in the blank: Achebe’s No Longer at Ease portrays the theme of __________ conflict 

between tradition and modernity. 

 

Box 5.3: Examples of gender and family themes in literature 

Pilot questions 5.3 

Adichie’s We Should All Be Feminists challenges traditional __________ roles in society. 

Name one famous work by Virginia Woolf that addresses feminism. 

Austen’s Pride and Prejudice explores themes of family, love, and __________. 

State one reason why family and relationships are important themes in literature. 

Achebe’s No Longer at Ease portrays the theme of __________ conflict between tradition 

and modernity. 

 

5.4 Political And Historical Themes 
5.4.1 War and conflict 

War in literature refers to narratives that depict armed struggles between nations or groups, 

while conflict encompasses both external battles and internal struggles within characters. Writers 

such as Erich Maria Remarque in All Quiet on the Western Front and Chimamanda Ngozi 

Adichie in Half of a Yellow Sun have portrayed the devastating effects of war on individuals and 

societies. 

These themes are powerful because they highlight human suffering, resilience, and the moral 

questions raised during times of violence. 

Fill in the blank: Remarque’s All Quiet on the Western Front portrays the devastating effects of 

__________ on individuals and societies. 
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Plate 5.4: War and conflict in literature  

5.4.2 Revolution and social change 

Revolution refers to radical change in political or social structures, often involving collective 

action. Social change in literature explores how societies evolve through movements, reforms, 

or upheavals. Writers such as George Orwell in Animal Farm and Victor Hugo in Les Misérables 

have examined how revolutions challenge authority and reshape communities. 

This theme is important because it demonstrates literature’s role in reflecting and inspiring 

transformation. 

Fill in the blank: Orwell’s Animal Farm is an allegory of __________ revolution and its 

consequences. 

 

Figure 5.4: Revolution and social change in literature  

5.4.3 Memory and trauma 

Memory refers to the recollection of past experiences, while trauma is the emotional and 

psychological impact of distressing events. Writers such as Toni Morrison in Beloved and Primo 

Levi in If This Is a Man have explored how memory and trauma shape identity and influence 

future generations. 

This theme is significant because it shows how literature can serve as a means of healing, 

remembrance, and confronting painful histories. 
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Fill in the blank: Morrison’s Beloved explores themes of memory, trauma, and the legacy of 

__________. 

 

Box 5.4: Examples of political and historical themes in literature 

Pilot questions 5.4 

Remarque’s All Quiet on the Western Front portrays the devastating effects of __________ 

on individuals and societies. 

Name one famous work by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie that addresses war. 

Orwell’s Animal Farm is an allegory of __________ revolution and its consequences. 

State one reason why revolution is an important theme in literature. 

Morrison’s Beloved explores themes of memory, trauma, and the legacy of __________. 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has explored the major themes that shape the works of literary icons, helping you to 

see how literature reflects society, human psychology, family life, and historical realities. We 

began with social and cultural themes such as class, colonialism, and race, then moved on to 

psychological and existential themes including identity, alienation, and the search for meaning. 

Following that, we examined gender and family themes such as feminism, relationships, and 

generational conflict. Finally, we concluded with political and historical themes, focusing on 

war, revolution, and memory. 

By completing this Series, you should now be able to analyse social and cultural themes, 

evaluate psychological and existential concerns, explain gender and family issues, and interpret 

political and historical themes in prose fiction. These abilities align directly with the Series 

Learning Outcomes (SLOs 5.1–5.4), equipping you with the skills to identify and critically 

engage with recurring ideas that give literature its depth and relevance. 

 

Glossary Of Terms 
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Alienation: A feeling of isolation or estrangement from society, often portrayed in literature 

through disconnected characters. 

Colonialism: The domination of one nation over another, involving exploitation and cultural 

control. 

Existentialism: A literary and philosophical outlook concerned with meaning, purpose, and 

human existence. 

Feminism: Advocacy for women’s rights and equality, often expressed in literature by 

challenging traditional gender roles. 

Generational conflict: Tensions between different age groups, particularly parents and 

children, reflecting differences in values. 

Identity: The sense of self shaped by culture, experiences, and personal choices, often 

explored through self-discovery. 

Inequality: Unequal access to resources or opportunities, commonly depicted in literature 

through class divisions. 

Loneliness: The emotional experience of being disconnected from others, often used to 

highlight psychological struggles. 

Memory: The act of recalling past experiences, used in literature to explore trauma, healing, 

and legacy. 

Trauma: The emotional and psychological impact of distressing events, often examined in 

literature to show resilience or suffering. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 5] 

Objective Questions 

Dickens’s novels often highlighted the struggles of the __________ in nineteenth-century 

England. (Linked to SLO 5.1) 

Achebe’s Things Fall Apart portrays the clash between Igbo traditions and __________ 

influences. (Linked to SLO 5.1) 

Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man explores the theme of __________ and self-

discovery. (Linked to SLO 5.2) 

Kafka’s The Metamorphosis portrays the theme of __________ and estrangement from 

society. (Linked to SLO 5.2) 

Adichie’s We Should All Be Feminists challenges traditional __________ roles in society. 

(Linked to SLO 5.3) 

Austen’s Pride and Prejudice explores themes of family, love, and __________. (Linked to 

SLO 5.3) 

Orwell’s Animal Farm is an allegory of __________ revolution and its consequences. 

(Linked to SLO 5.4) 
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Morrison’s Beloved explores themes of memory, trauma, and the legacy of __________. 

(Linked to SLO 5.4) 

Short-Answer Questions 

Define colonialism in the context of literature. (Linked to SLO 5.1) 

State one reason why postcolonial identity is an important theme in literature. (Linked to SLO 

5.1) 

Define alienation in the context of literature. (Linked to SLO 5.2) 

State one reason why loneliness is a powerful theme in literature. (Linked to SLO 5.2) 

Name one famous work by Virginia Woolf that addresses feminism. (Linked to SLO 5.3) 

State one reason why revolution is an important theme in literature. (Linked to SLO 5.4) 

Long-Answer Questions 

Analyse the significance of identity and self-discovery in literature. (Linked to SLO 5.2) 

Basic response: Identity and self-discovery help characters define themselves in relation to 

society and culture. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand with examples of how writers like 

Joyce and Adichie portray identity struggles in different cultural contexts, showing 

literature’s universal relevance. 

Evaluate the role of memory and trauma in shaping literary narratives. (Linked to SLO 5.4) 

Basic response: Memory and trauma highlight the impact of past experiences on identity and 

future generations. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may illustrate with examples of Morrison and 

Levi, showing how literature serves as a medium for healing, remembrance, and 

confronting painful histories. 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5] 

Part 5.1 

Poor 

Colonialism is the control of one nation over another, often involving exploitation and 

cultural domination. 

Colonial 

It highlights cultural conflict and the struggle for independence. 

Cultural 

Part 5.2 

Identity 

Alienation is the feeling of being isolated or estranged from society. 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

Alienation 

Because it reflects the human need for connection. 

Meaning 

Part 5.3 

Gender 

A Room of One’s Own 

Relationships 

Because they reflect everyday life and human emotions. 

Generational 

Part 5.4 

War 

Half of a Yellow Sun 

Russian 

Because it demonstrates literature’s role in reflecting and inspiring transformation. 

Slavery 

 

References and Attributions [Series 5] 

Figures 

Figure 5.1: Key social and cultural themes in literature – AI-generated suggestion 

using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing social and cultural themes in 

literature including class, inequality, colonialism, and race.” Suggested search 

string: “social and cultural themes in literature diagram OER.” 

Figure 5.2: Psychological and existential themes in literature – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing psychological and 

existential themes in literature including identity, alienation, loneliness, and 

search for meaning.” Suggested search string: “psychological and existential 

themes literature diagram OER.” 

Figure 5.3: Family and relationship themes in literature – AI-generated suggestion 

using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing family and relationship themes in 

literature including love, loyalty, conflict, and relationships.” Suggested search 

string: “family and relationship themes literature diagram OER.” 

Figure 5.4: Revolution and social change in literature – AI-generated suggestion 

using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing revolution and social change 

themes in literature including authority, reform, upheaval, and transformation.” 

Suggested search string: “revolution and social change literature diagram OER.” 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

Plates 

Plate 5.1: Colonialism and postcolonial identity in literature – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Generate an image showing a symbolic clash 

between traditional African culture and colonial power.” Suggested search string: 

“colonialism and postcolonial identity literature OER.” 

Plate 5.2: Identity and self-discovery in literature – AI-generated suggestion using 

the prompt: “Generate an image of a character standing at a crossroads, 

symbolising identity and self-discovery.” Suggested search string: “identity and 

self-discovery literature OER.” 

Plate 5.3: Feminism and gender roles in literature – AI-generated suggestion using 

the prompt: “Generate an image of a woman reading in a library, symbolising 

feminism and empowerment.” Suggested search string: “feminism and gender 

roles literature OER.” 

Plate 5.4: War and conflict in literature – AI-generated suggestion using the prompt: 

“Generate an image of soldiers in a battlefield, symbolising war and conflict in 

literature.” Suggested search string: “war and conflict literature OER.” 

Boxes 

Box 5.1: Examples of social and cultural themes in literature – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing examples of social and 

cultural themes in literature including class, colonialism, and race.” Suggested 

search string: “examples of social and cultural themes literature OER.” 

Box 5.2: Examples of psychological and existential themes in literature – AI-

generated suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing examples of 

psychological and existential themes in literature including identity, alienation, 

and search for meaning.” Suggested search string: “examples of psychological 

and existential themes literature OER.” 

Box 5.3: Examples of gender and family themes in literature – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing examples of gender and 

family themes in literature including feminism, relationships, and generational 

conflict.” Suggested search string: “examples of gender and family themes 

literature OER.” 

Box 5.4: Examples of political and historical themes in literature – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing examples of political 

and historical themes in literature including war, revolution, and trauma.” 

Suggested search string: “examples of political and historical themes literature 

OER.” 

 

 

 

 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


