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Introduction 

African-American and Caribbean diaspora literature represents one of the most vibrant and 

influential traditions in world literature. These works capture the voices, struggles, and creativity 

of communities shaped by displacement, migration, and cultural negotiation. By surveying this 

body of writing, you will gain insight into how literature reflects identity, history, and shared 

experiences across regions. This Series is important because it lays the foundation for the rest of 

the course, helping you to recognise the major writers and the contexts that shaped their works. 
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The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the breadth of African-American and Caribbean 

diaspora literature and to equip you with the knowledge needed to identify key writers, trace 

historical developments, and compare literary traditions across regions. 

We shall commence this Series by exploring the historical background and development of 

African-American diaspora literature, followed by an introduction to its major writers. Next, we 

will turn to Caribbean diaspora literature, examining its historical roots and leading figures. 

Finally, we will bring the Series to a close with a comparative survey, highlighting both the 

similarities and differences in themes and forms across the two traditions. This progression will 

prepare you to engage critically with the texts and contexts that define African-American and 

Caribbean literature. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 1.1 describe the historical background and development of African-American 

diaspora literature, 

• SLO 1.2 identify major African-American diaspora writers and their contributions, 

• SLO 1.3 explain the historical background and development of Caribbean diaspora 

literature, 

• SLO 1.4 identify major Caribbean diaspora writers and their contributions, 

• SLO 1.5 analyse basic similarities in themes and forms between African-American and 

Caribbean literature, and 

• SLO 1.6 evaluate key differences across the two sub-regions in terms of literary 

traditions and cultural contexts. 

 

 

 

 

1.1 Overview of African-American Diaspora Literature 
1.1.1 Historical background and development 

Diaspora literature refers to works produced by writers who live outside their ancestral 

homeland but whose writing reflects themes of migration, displacement, and identity. In the 

African-American context, this literature emerged from the experiences of enslaved Africans and 

their descendants in the United States. Early forms included slave narratives, which were 

autobiographical accounts written to expose the realities of slavery and advocate for abolition. 

As the centuries progressed, African-American literature developed through key movements 

such as the Harlem Renaissance, a cultural flowering in the 1920s that celebrated Black 
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identity, creativity, and intellectual life. Later, the Civil Rights era inspired literature that 

addressed racial injustice, political activism, and social transformation. 

Fill in the blank: The Harlem Renaissance was a cultural __________ in the 1920s that 

celebrated Black identity and creativity. 

Figure 1.1: Historical development of African-American diaspora literature  

1.1.2 Major African-American diaspora writers 

Several writers have become central figures in African-American diaspora literature. Langston 

Hughes, a poet of the Harlem Renaissance, is known for celebrating Black culture and everyday 

life. Toni Morrison, a Nobel Prize-winning novelist, explored themes of memory, identity, and 

the legacy of slavery in works such as Beloved. James Baldwin addressed race, sexuality, and 

social justice with powerful essays and novels. 

These writers, among others, shaped the literary tradition by giving voice to African-American 

experiences and challenging dominant cultural narratives. Their works remain essential for 

understanding both the history and the evolving identity of the diaspora. 

Fill in the blank: Toni Morrison’s novel __________ explores themes of memory, identity, and 

the legacy of slavery. 

Writer Key Focus & Style Major Theoretical Contribution 

Langston 

Hughes 

Vernacular & Jazz Poetry: Capturing 

the "low-down" rhythms of Black 

culture and the dignity of everyday life. 

Challenged the "Talented Tenth" elitism 

by centering the authentic, unadorned 

voices of the Black working class. 

Toni 

Morrison 

Memory & Rememory: High-fidelity 

novels exploring the psychological 

landscape of slavery, motherhood, and 

identity. 

Developed "Rememory" as a tool to 

navigate the gaps where history has been 

erased or suppressed by the dominant 

culture. 

James 

Baldwin 

Intersectional Justice: Powerful 

essays and fiction examining the 

collision of race, sexuality, and 

religion. 

Exposed the moral and psychological 

cost of racism for both the oppressed and 

the oppressor, advocating for a radical, 

honest love. 

Box 1.1: Selected African-American diaspora writers 

Pilot questions 1.1 

1. What is diaspora literature? 

2. What were early forms of African-American literature called? 

3. The Harlem Renaissance was a cultural __________ in the 1920s. 
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4. Name one major African-American diaspora writer and their contribution. 

5. Toni Morrison’s novel __________ explores themes of slavery and identity. 

 

1.2 Overview of Caribbean Diaspora Literature 
1.2.1 Historical background and development 

Caribbean diaspora literature refers to works produced by writers from the Caribbean who 

live abroad or whose writing reflects themes of migration, colonialism, and identity. Its roots lie 

in the colonial period, when literature often reflected European influences but gradually began to 

incorporate local voices and experiences. 

A major turning point came with the rise of postcolonial literature, which challenged colonial 

authority and celebrated Caribbean identity. Writers explored themes of displacement, hybridity, 

and cultural negotiation, reflecting the diverse histories of slavery, indenture, and migration in 

the region. 

Fill in the blank: Caribbean diaspora literature often reflects themes of __________, hybridity, 

and cultural negotiation. 

Figure 1.2: Historical development of Caribbean diaspora literature  

1.2.2 Major Caribbean diaspora writers 

Several writers have become central figures in Caribbean diaspora literature. Derek Walcott, a 

Nobel Prize-winning poet and playwright, explored themes of identity, colonial history, and 

cultural hybridity. Jean Rhys, known for Wide Sargasso Sea, reimagined colonial narratives and 

gave voice to marginalised perspectives. Edwidge Danticat, a Haitian-American writer, has 

written extensively on migration, memory, and the Haitian diaspora. 

These writers, among others, highlight the richness of Caribbean literature and its ability to 

engage with both local and global contexts. Their works remain essential for understanding the 

cultural and historical complexities of the Caribbean diaspora. 

Fill in the blank: Derek Walcott was awarded the __________ Prize in Literature for his 

contributions to Caribbean writing. 

Writer Key Focus & Style Major Theoretical Contribution 

Derek 

Walcott 

Epic Poetry & Drama: Blending 

classical European forms with the local 

rhythms and landscapes of the 

Caribbean. 

Argued for the "creative power" of the 

Caribbean, transforming the colonial 

trauma of erasure into a new, syncretic 

language. 

Jean Rhys 
Reimagining Narratives: Writing back 

against the "canon" to give voice to the 

Deconstructed the "Othering" inherent 

in colonial literature, exposing the 
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Writer Key Focus & Style Major Theoretical Contribution 

marginalized figures of colonial history 

(e.g., Wide Sargasso Sea). 

hidden perspectives of those silenced by 

empire. 

Edwidge 

Danticat 

Migration & Diaspora: Documenting 

the haunting impacts of political history, 

migration, and the resilience of the 

Haitian spirit. 

Emphasizes the "transnational" nature 

of identity, where the memory of the 

homeland is preserved despite the 

realities of displacement. 

Box 1.2: Selected Caribbean diaspora writers 

Pilot questions 1.2 

1. Caribbean diaspora literature often reflects themes of __________. 

2. What was a major turning point in Caribbean literature? 

3. Name one theme explored in postcolonial Caribbean literature. 

4. Derek Walcott was awarded the __________ Prize in Literature. 

5. Name one major Caribbean diaspora writer and their contribution. 

 

1.3 Comparative Survey of African-American and Caribbean Literature 
1.3.1 Basic similarities in themes and forms 

Both African-American and Caribbean diaspora literatures share common themes rooted in 

displacement, identity, and cultural survival. Writers from both traditions often explore the 

legacy of slavery, colonialism, and migration, using literature as a means of reclaiming voice and 

agency. 

In terms of form, poetry, novels, and plays are widely used in both traditions to express 

collective memory and cultural identity. Oral traditions, such as storytelling and folk songs, also 

influence the style and rhythm of these literatures, creating a strong link between community and 

creativity. 

Fill in the blank: Both African-American and Caribbean literatures often explore the legacy of 

__________, colonialism, and migration. 

Figure 1.3: Similarities in African-American and Caribbean literature  

1.3.2 Key differences across sub-regions 

Despite these similarities, there are notable differences between the two traditions. African-

American literature is deeply shaped by the history of slavery in the United States and the 

struggle for civil rights, often emphasising racial injustice and social activism. Caribbean 

literature, on the other hand, reflects the complexities of colonial rule across multiple islands, the 

blending of African, European, and Asian influences, and the negotiation of cultural hybridity. 
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Another difference lies in language. While African-American literature is primarily written in 

English, Caribbean literature may incorporate Creole, French, Spanish, or other local languages, 

reflecting the region’s linguistic diversity. 

Fill in the blank: Caribbean literature often incorporates __________, French, Spanish, or other 

local languages alongside English. 

Feature African-American Literature Caribbean Literature 

Historical 

Catalyst 

Systemic Domestic Struggle: 

Defined by the trajectory of U.S. 

slavery, Jim Crow, and the Civil 

Rights Movement. 

Colonial Rule & Independence: Shaped 

by the transition from European 

plantocracies to sovereign, multi-ethnic 

nations. 

Cultural 

Focus 

Racial Justice & Identity: Often 

centers on the struggle for equality, 

civil rights, and the "Great 

Migration" experience. 

Cultural Hybridity: Focuses on 

"Syncretism"—the blending of African, 

European, and Asian influences into a 

new whole. 

Linguistic 

Landscape 

Primarily English: Utilizes 

Standard English and African 

American Vernacular English 

(AAVE) as a tool of resistance. 

Polyglossia: A rich tapestry of English, 

French, Spanish, and Dutch, often layered 

with diverse Creole languages. 

Core 

Themes 

The "Color Line," urban vs. rural 

North/South dynamics, and the 

"American Dream" paradox. 

Exile, the "Shipwreck" of history, land/sea 

metaphors, and the reclaiming of 

indigenous/African roots. 

Box 1.3: Differences between African-American and Caribbean literature 

Pilot questions 1.3 

1. Both African-American and Caribbean literatures often explore the legacy of 

__________. 

2. What oral traditions influence both literatures? 

3. African-American literature is shaped by the struggle for __________ rights. 

4. Caribbean literature reflects cultural __________ due to colonial rule and migration. 

5. Caribbean literature often incorporates languages such as __________, French, and 

Spanish. 

 

Series Summary 
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This Series has introduced you to the foundations of African-American and Caribbean diaspora 

literature. We began with an overview of African-American literature, tracing its historical 

development from slave narratives through the Harlem Renaissance and the Civil Rights era, and 

highlighting major writers such as Langston Hughes, Toni Morrison, and James Baldwin. We 

then examined Caribbean diaspora literature, considering its colonial roots, postcolonial 

transformations, and the contributions of writers like Derek Walcott, Jean Rhys, and Edwidge 

Danticat. Finally, we compared the two traditions, identifying shared themes of displacement, 

identity, and cultural survival, while also noting differences in historical contexts, linguistic 

diversity, and cultural hybridity. 

By completing this Series, you should now be able to describe the historical development of both 

African-American and Caribbean literatures, identify major writers and their contributions, and 

analyse similarities and differences across the two traditions. These achievements align with the 

Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs 1.1–1.6), equipping you with a strong foundation for deeper 

exploration of thematic, political, and contemporary perspectives in later Series. 

 

Glossary of Terms 

• Civil Rights era: A period in the mid-20th century in the United States when African-

Americans fought for equal rights, which strongly influenced literature addressing racial 

injustice and activism. 

• Colonialism: The control or domination of one country by another, often reflected in 

Caribbean literature through themes of oppression and cultural negotiation. 

• Creole: A language that developed from the blending of European and African 

languages, commonly used in Caribbean literature to reflect local identity. 

• Diaspora literature: Works produced by writers living outside their ancestral homeland, 

often focusing on migration, displacement, and identity. 

• Harlem Renaissance: A cultural movement in the 1920s centred in Harlem, New York, 

that celebrated African-American creativity, identity, and intellectual life. 

• Hybridity: The blending of different cultural influences, often used in Caribbean 

literature to describe the mix of African, European, and Asian traditions. 

• Migration: The movement of people from one place to another, frequently explored in 

diaspora literature as a theme of displacement and adaptation. 

• Oral traditions: Storytelling, folk songs, and spoken word practices that influence the 

style and rhythm of African-American and Caribbean literature. 

• Postcolonial literature: Writing that emerged after colonial rule, often challenging 

colonial authority and celebrating local identity and culture. 

• Slave narratives: Autobiographical accounts written by formerly enslaved Africans in 

the United States, used to expose the realities of slavery and advocate for abolition. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 1] 
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Objective Questions 

1. Diaspora literature refers to works produced by writers living outside their __________ 

homeland. (Linked to SLO 1.1) 

2. The Harlem Renaissance was a cultural movement in the __________. (Linked to SLO 

1.1) 

3. Toni Morrison’s novel Beloved explores themes of __________ and identity. (Linked to 

SLO 1.2) 

4. Caribbean diaspora literature often reflects themes of displacement, hybridity, and 

__________ negotiation. (Linked to SLO 1.3) 

5. Derek Walcott was awarded the __________ Prize in Literature. (Linked to SLO 1.4) 

Short-Answer Questions 

6. Define diaspora literature in your own words. (Linked to SLO 1.1) 

7. Name one major African-American diaspora writer and briefly state their contribution. 

(Linked to SLO 1.2) 

8. Explain one turning point in Caribbean diaspora literature. (Linked to SLO 1.3) 

9. Identify one similarity between African-American and Caribbean literature. (Linked to 

SLO 1.5) 

10. State one key difference between African-American and Caribbean literature. (Linked to 

SLO 1.6) 

Long-Answer Questions 

11. Analyse the historical development of African-American diaspora literature. (Linked to 

SLO 1.1) 

• Basic response: African-American literature developed from slave narratives, through 

the Harlem Renaissance, to Civil Rights era writings. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may connect these stages to specific 

authors and movements, showing how literature reflected social change and cultural 

identity. 

12. Evaluate the contributions of major Caribbean diaspora writers. (Linked to SLO 1.4) 

• Basic response: Writers such as Derek Walcott, Jean Rhys, and Edwidge Danticat 

explored identity, colonial history, and migration. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may discuss how these writers influenced 

global literature and reshaped postcolonial narratives. 

13. Compare and contrast African-American and Caribbean diaspora literatures. (Linked to 

SLO 1.5, 1.6) 

• Basic response: Both traditions share themes of displacement and identity, but differ in 

historical contexts and linguistic diversity. 
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• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may provide examples of how oral 

traditions, activism, and hybridity manifest differently across the two literatures. 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1] 

Objective Questions 

1. Ancestral 

2. 1920s 

3. Slavery 

4. Cultural 

5. Nobel 

Short-Answer Questions 

6. Diaspora literature refers to works by writers outside their homeland, focusing on 

migration, displacement, and identity. 

7. Langston Hughes celebrated Black culture through poetry. 

8. The rise of postcolonial literature challenged colonial authority and celebrated Caribbean 

identity. 

9. Both literatures explore the legacy of slavery and displacement. 

10. African-American literature is shaped by civil rights struggles, while Caribbean literature 

reflects colonial hybridity and linguistic diversity. 

Long-Answer Questions 

11. Basic response: Developed from slave narratives, Harlem Renaissance, and Civil Rights 

era. Value-added response: Linked to authors such as Frederick Douglass, Langston Hughes, 

and James Baldwin, showing literature’s role in activism. 

12. Basic response: Walcott, Rhys, and Danticat explored identity and migration. Value-

added response: Their works influenced global postcolonial discourse and highlighted 

Caribbean hybridity. 

13. Basic response: Both share themes of displacement and identity, but differ in context and 

language. Value-added response: African-American literature emphasises activism and racial 

injustice, while Caribbean literature reflects multilingual hybridity and colonial legacies. 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1] 

Part 1.1 

1. Works produced by writers outside their ancestral homeland. 

2. Slave narratives. 

3. Flowering. 

4. Langston Hughes: poetry of Black culture. 

5. Beloved. 
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Part 1.2 

1. Displacement. 

2. Postcolonial literature. 

3. Hybridity. 

4. Nobel. 

5. Derek Walcott: poetry and plays on identity. 

Part 1.3 

1. Slavery. 

2. Storytelling and folk songs. 

3. Civil. 

4. Hybridity. 

5. Creole. 

 

References and Attributions [Series 1] 

• Figures 

• Figure 1.1: Historical development of African-American diaspora literature – AI-

generated suggestion using the prompt: “Create a timeline diagram showing the 

development of African-American diaspora literature, including slave narratives, 

Harlem Renaissance, Civil Rights era, and contemporary works.” Suggested 

search string: “African-American literature historical development timeline 

OER.” 

• Figure 1.2: Historical development of Caribbean diaspora literature – AI-

generated suggestion using the prompt: “Create a timeline diagram showing the 

development of Caribbean diaspora literature, including colonial influences, 

postcolonial literature, migration, and contemporary trends.” Suggested search 

string: “Caribbean literature historical development timeline OER.” 

• Figure 1.3: Similarities in African-American and Caribbean literature – AI-

generated suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram comparing similarities 

in African-American and Caribbean literature, including displacement, identity, 

slavery, colonialism, and oral traditions.” Suggested search string: “similarities 

African-American Caribbean literature themes OER.” 

• Boxes 

• Box 1.1: Selected African-American diaspora writers – AI-generated suggestion 

using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing selected African-American diaspora 

writers and their contributions, including Langston Hughes, Toni Morrison, and 

James Baldwin.” Suggested search string: “African-American diaspora writers 

contributions OER.” 
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• Box 1.2: Selected Caribbean diaspora writers – AI-generated suggestion using 

the prompt: “Generate a text box listing selected Caribbean diaspora writers and 

their contributions, including Derek Walcott, Jean Rhys, and Edwidge Danticat.” 

Suggested search string: “Caribbean diaspora writers contributions OER.” 

• Box 1.3: Differences between African-American and Caribbean literature – AI-

generated suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box summarising 

differences between African-American and Caribbean literature, including 

historical context, cultural hybridity, and linguistic diversity.” Suggested search 

string: “differences African-American Caribbean literature themes language 

OER.” 

• Key Terms and Concepts 

• Definitions of diaspora literature, slave narratives, Harlem Renaissance, Civil 

Rights era, postcolonial literature, hybridity, Creole, and oral traditions were 

introduced and explained within the instructional content of Series 1. 

• Open Educational Resources (OERs) 

• Suggested search strings throughout Series 1 are intended to guide learners and 

instructors towards open-access diagrams, tables, and scholarly materials that can 

supplement the instructional content. 

 

 

Course Code: LIT 403 

Course Title: African-American and Caribbean Literature 

Course Credit Load: 2 Units 

Series 1: Survey of African-American and Caribbean Diaspora Literature 

Series 2: Thematic and Aesthetic Preoccupations of Diaspora Writers 

Series 3: Influence of Home Countries on Diaspora Literature 

Series 4: Literary Responses to History, Politics, and Socioeconomic Movements 

Series 5: Contemporary Trends in African-American and Caribbean Literature 

Proposed Outline for Series 2 

Part 2.1: Thematic concerns in African-American literature 

• Sub-Part 2.1.1: Identity and memory 

• Sub-Part 2.1.2: Race, justice, and activism 

Part 2.2: Thematic concerns in Caribbean literature 

• Sub-Part 2.2.1: Colonial history and hybridity 
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• Sub-Part 2.2.2: Migration and cultural negotiation 

Part 2.3: Aesthetic styles in diaspora writing 

• Sub-Part 2.3.1: Oral traditions and narrative forms 

• Sub-Part 2.3.2: Language, symbolism, and experimentation 

Part 2.4: Comparative perspectives on themes and aesthetics 

• Sub-Part 2.4.1: Shared thematic preoccupations 

• Sub-Part 2.4.2: Distinctive aesthetic approaches 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

In the last Series, we surveyed the broad landscape of African-American and Caribbean diaspora 

literature, tracing its historical development and identifying major writers. Having established 

this foundation, we now turn our attention to the themes and aesthetic styles that shape these 

works. This focus is important because it allows us to see not only what diaspora writers are 

saying, but also how they are saying it, and why their creative choices matter in the wider literary 

tradition. 

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to analyse the thematic concerns and 

aesthetic strategies of diaspora writers, and to evaluate how these elements contribute to the 

richness and distinctiveness of African-American and Caribbean literature. 

We shall commence this Series by examining thematic concerns in African-American literature, 

focusing on identity, memory, race, justice, and activism. Next, we will explore thematic 

concerns in Caribbean literature, considering colonial history, hybridity, migration, and cultural 

negotiation. Following that, we will move on to aesthetic styles in diaspora writing, including 

oral traditions, narrative forms, language, symbolism, and experimentation. Finally, we will 

bring the Series to a close with comparative perspectives, highlighting shared thematic 

preoccupations and distinctive aesthetic approaches across the two traditions. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 2.1 analyse thematic concerns in African-American literature, focusing on identity, 

memory, race, justice, and activism, 

• SLO 2.2 explain thematic concerns in Caribbean literature, including colonial history, 

hybridity, migration, and cultural negotiation, 
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• SLO 2.3 describe aesthetic styles in diaspora writing, with emphasis on oral traditions, 

narrative forms, language, symbolism, and experimentation, and 

• SLO 2.4 evaluate comparative perspectives on themes and aesthetics across African-

American and Caribbean literatures, identifying both shared preoccupations and 

distinctive approaches. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.1 Thematic Concerns in African-American Literature 
2.1.1 Identity and memory 

One of the most persistent themes in African-American literature is identity, which refers to the 

way individuals and communities define themselves in relation to race, culture, and history. 

Writers often explore how identity is shaped by the legacy of slavery, segregation, and the 

struggle for equality. Closely linked to this is memory, the act of recalling and preserving 

collective experiences, which serves as a powerful tool for resisting erasure and reclaiming 

cultural heritage. 

For example, Toni Morrison’s Beloved uses memory to confront the trauma of slavery, while 

Langston Hughes’s poetry celebrates African-American identity through everyday life and 

cultural pride. These works remind us that literature is not only a form of art but also a repository 

of shared memory and identity. 

Fill in the blank: Toni Morrison’s novel __________ uses memory to confront the trauma of 

slavery. 

 

Figure 2.1: Identity and memory as thematic concerns in African-American literature  

2.1.2 Race, justice, and activism 

Another central theme is race, which refers to the social categorisation of people based on 

physical characteristics and cultural heritage. African-American literature often highlights the 
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injustices faced by Black communities, particularly during slavery, segregation, and the Civil 

Rights era. 

Linked to race is the theme of justice, the pursuit of fairness and equality in society. Writers 

such as James Baldwin used essays and novels to critique racial inequality and call for social 

change. Literature also became a form of activism, a deliberate effort to inspire action and 

challenge oppressive systems. 

Fill in the blank: James Baldwin used essays and novels to critique racial __________ and call 

for social change. 

Author 
Primary 

Work 
Core Themes Role in Activism 

Frederick 

Douglass 

Narrative of 

the Life of 

Frederick 

Douglass 

(1845) 

Exposing the brutality 

of slavery; the pursuit of 

literacy as a path to 

freedom. 

Functioned as a direct tool for the 

Abolitionist movement, proving the 

intellectual capacity and humanity of 

enslaved people. 

James 

Baldwin 

The Fire Next 

Time (1963) 

The psychological toll 

of racism; the urgent 

need for justice to avoid 

social collapse. 

Provided a profound moral and 

intellectual framework for the Civil 

Rights Movement, challenging both 

Black and white Americans to 

confront the "racial nightmare." 

Maya 

Angelou 

I Know Why 

the Caged Bird 

Sings (1969) 

Resilience in the face of 

trauma; the intersection 

of race, gender, and 

empowerment. 

Transformed the autobiographical 

form into a space for healing and 

public empowerment, giving voice to 

the marginalized experiences of Black 

women. 

Box 2.1: Selected African-American works on race, justice, and activism 

Pilot questions 2.1 

1. Identity in African-American literature is shaped by the legacy of __________. 

2. Which novel by Toni Morrison uses memory to confront slavery? 

3. Langston Hughes’s poetry celebrates African-American __________ through everyday 

life. 

4. James Baldwin used essays and novels to critique racial __________. 

5. Name one African-American writer whose work reflects activism. 
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2.2 Thematic Concerns in Caribbean Literature 
2.2.1 Colonial history and hybridity 

A central theme in Caribbean literature is colonial history, which refers to the long period of 

European domination over the islands. Writers often revisit this history to expose its impact on 

identity, culture, and social structures. Alongside this is hybridity, the blending of African, 

European, and Asian influences that characterises Caribbean societies. Literature uses hybridity 

to show how cultures merge, clash, and evolve, creating unique identities that resist simple 

categorisation. 

Jean Rhys’s Wide Sargasso Sea reimagines colonial narratives, while Derek Walcott’s poetry 

reflects the tension between European traditions and Caribbean identity. These works highlight 

how colonial history and hybridity remain inseparable in shaping Caribbean literature. 

Fill in the blank: Caribbean literature often reflects the blending of African, European, and 

__________ influences. 

Figure 2.2: Colonial history and hybridity in Caribbean literature  

2.2.2 Migration and cultural negotiation 

Another recurring theme is migration, the movement of people from the Caribbean to other 

parts of the world, particularly Europe and North America. Migration often leads to cultural 

negotiation, the process of balancing home traditions with new cultural environments. Writers 

explore how migration reshapes identity, belonging, and memory, while also highlighting the 

challenges of assimilation and cultural preservation. 

Edwidge Danticat’s works, for instance, portray the Haitian diaspora and the struggles of 

maintaining cultural identity abroad. Caribbean literature thus becomes a voice for communities 

negotiating between multiple worlds. 

Fill in the blank: Migration often leads to cultural __________, where traditions are balanced 

with new environments. 

Author 
Primary 

Work 
Core Themes Role in Cultural Negotiation 

Jean 

Rhys 

Wide 

Sargasso 

Sea (1966) 

Colonial displacement; the 

"Unhomed" Creole identity; 

rewriting the Eurocentric 

canon. 

Acts as a Counter-Narrative to 

Bronte's Jane Eyre, giving a voice 

and a history to the marginalized 

"madwoman in the attic." 

Derek 

Walcott 

Omeros 

(1990) 

Epic migration; the fusion of 

Homeric tradition with 

Caribbean rhythm; searching 

for a "Global Soul." 

Reclaims the Epic Form, proving 

that the history of a small island 

fisherman is as profound and 
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Author 
Primary 

Work 
Core Themes Role in Cultural Negotiation 

"universal" as the legends of 

Ancient Greece. 

Edwidge 

Danticat 

Breath, 

Eyes, 

Memory 

(1994) 

The Haitian diaspora; 

intergenerational trauma; the 

"Double Consciousness" of the 

immigrant. 

Explores the Gendered Experience 

of Migration, showing how cultural 

traditions are both a source of 

strength and a site of painful 

negotiation for women. 

Box 2.2: Selected Caribbean works on migration and cultural negotiation 

Pilot questions 2.2 

1. Caribbean literature often reflects the blending of African, European, and __________ 

influences. 

2. Which novel by Jean Rhys reimagines colonial narratives? 

3. Derek Walcott’s poetry reflects the tension between European traditions and __________ 

identity. 

4. Migration often leads to cultural __________. 

5. Name one Caribbean writer whose work explores migration and diaspora. 

 

2.3 Aesthetic Styles in Diaspora Writing 
2.3.1 Oral traditions and narrative forms 

A defining feature of diaspora writing is its reliance on oral traditions, which are spoken forms 

of cultural expression such as storytelling, folk songs, and proverbs. These traditions influence 

the rhythm, tone, and structure of written works, giving them a distinctive style that connects 

literature to community life. 

Narrative forms in African-American and Caribbean literature often draw from these oral 

traditions. For example, call-and-response patterns in African-American poetry echo communal 

speech, while Caribbean novels may incorporate folktales or mythic structures. This blending of 

oral and written forms ensures that diaspora literature remains deeply rooted in cultural heritage. 

Fill in the blank: Oral traditions such as __________ and proverbs influence the rhythm and tone 

of diaspora writing. 
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Figure 2.3: Oral traditions shaping narrative forms in diaspora literature  

2.3.2 Language, symbolism, and experimentation 

Diaspora writers often experiment with language, using dialects, Creole, or vernacular speech to 

reflect authentic voices. This linguistic diversity challenges dominant literary norms and asserts 

cultural identity. 

Another key aesthetic device is symbolism, the use of objects, images, or motifs to represent 

deeper meanings. For instance, Maya Angelou’s metaphor of the caged bird symbolises 

oppression and the longing for freedom. Caribbean writers may use natural imagery, such as the 

sea, to symbolise migration and cultural hybridity. 

Finally, diaspora literature is marked by experimentation, where writers break conventional 

forms, mix genres, or employ fragmented narratives. This experimentation reflects the 

complexity of diaspora experiences and the need to innovate in order to capture them fully. 

Fill in the blank: Maya Angelou’s metaphor of the __________ bird symbolises oppression and 

the longing for freedom. 

Device Literary Implementation Theoretical Purpose 

Language 

Diversity 

Code-Switching & Creolization: 

The intentional use of dialects, 

vernaculars (like AAVE), and Creole 

alongside "Standard" English. 

Reclaims linguistic agency and 

challenges the colonial hierarchy 

that labels local speech as 

"incorrect" or "broken." 

Loaded 

Symbolism 

Archetypal Metaphors: Utilizing 

imagery like the "Caged Bird" 

(captivity/longing) or the "Sea" (the 

Middle Passage/fluid identity). 

Connects individual suffering to a 

collective historical memory, 

making abstract trauma tangible 

and visible. 

Structural 

Experimentation 

Non-Linear Narratives: Using 

fragmented timelines, mixed genres 

Mirrors the "shattered" or 

"discontinuous" reality of the 
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Device Literary Implementation Theoretical Purpose 

(poetry within prose), and multiple 

perspectives. 

immigrant or exiled person whose 

life does not follow a straight line. 

Box 2.3: Selected aesthetic devices in diaspora writing 

Pilot questions 2.3 

1. Oral traditions such as __________ influence the rhythm and tone of diaspora writing. 

2. What narrative pattern in African-American poetry echoes communal speech? 

3. Maya Angelou’s metaphor of the __________ bird symbolises oppression. 

4. Caribbean writers often use the __________ as a symbol of migration and hybridity. 

5. Name one way diaspora writers experiment with literary form. 

 

2.4 Comparative Perspectives on Themes and Aesthetics 
2.4.1 Shared thematic preoccupations 

African-American and Caribbean literatures share several thematic concerns, particularly those 

rooted in displacement, identity, and cultural survival. Both traditions grapple with the legacy of 

slavery and colonialism, using literature as a means of reclaiming voice and agency. Writers 

from both regions also emphasise resilience, community, and the importance of memory in 

preserving cultural heritage. 

For instance, the theme of migration appears prominently in both traditions, whether in the 

forced displacement of Africans to the Americas or the voluntary and economic migration of 

Caribbean peoples to Europe and North America. These shared preoccupations highlight the 

interconnectedness of diaspora experiences. 

Fill in the blank: Both African-American and Caribbean literatures use __________ as a means 

of reclaiming voice and agency. 

 Figure 2.4: Shared thematic preoccupations in diaspora literature 

2.4.2 Distinctive aesthetic approaches 

Despite these similarities, the aesthetic approaches of African-American and Caribbean writers 

often differ. African-American literature is strongly influenced by traditions such as the blues, 

jazz, and gospel, which shape rhythm and tone. Caribbean literature, by contrast, frequently 

incorporates Creole languages, folklore, and myth, reflecting the region’s linguistic and cultural 

diversity. 

Symbolism also varies: African-American writers may use metaphors like the caged bird to 

represent oppression, while Caribbean writers often employ natural imagery such as the sea to 

symbolise migration and hybridity. These distinctive approaches demonstrate how each tradition 

adapts aesthetic devices to its unique historical and cultural context. 
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Fill in the blank: Caribbean literature often incorporates __________ languages, folklore, and 

myth to reflect cultural diversity. 

Feature African-American Aesthetics Caribbean Aesthetics 

Oral & 

Musical 

Influence 

Blues, Jazz, & Gospel: Structures 

poems and prose around "call and 

response," syncopation, and the 

"spiritual" testimony. 

Folklore & Orality: Draws on "Anansi" 

stories, West African myths, and the 

rhythmic "calypso" or "reggae" patterns of 

speech. 

Linguistic 

Strategy 

Vernacular Mastery: Elevates 

AAVE (African American 

Vernacular English) to a literary 

standard to assert cultural soul. 

Creolization: Weaves Creole, Patois, and 

multiple European "master" languages 

into a hybrid, subversive "nation 

language." 

Primary 

Symbolism 

Social & Spatial Metaphors: The 

"Caged Bird" (restrained freedom) 

or the "North Star" (the journey 

toward liberation). 

Environmental & Elemental: The "Sea" 

(a graveyard and a bridge), the "Forest" 

(maroonage), and "Cyclones/Storms" 

(upheaval). 

Narrative 

Form 

Often follows a trajectory of 

"ascending" from oppression to 

literacy and self-hood. 

Frequently circular or "tidal," reflecting 

the ebb and flow of migration and the 

"fragmented" history of the islands. 

Box 2.4: Distinctive aesthetic approaches in diaspora literature 

Pilot questions 2.4 

1. Both African-American and Caribbean literatures use __________ to reclaim voice and 

agency. 

2. Name one shared thematic concern between the two traditions. 

3. African-American literature is influenced by traditions such as __________ and gospel. 

4. Caribbean literature often incorporates __________ languages and folklore. 

5. What natural image is often used in Caribbean literature to symbolise migration and 

hybridity? 
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Series Summary 

This Series has focused on the thematic and aesthetic preoccupations of diaspora writers, 

building on the historical survey from Series 1. We began by analysing African-American 

literature, where themes of identity, memory, race, justice, and activism are central. We then 

explored Caribbean literature, highlighting colonial history, hybridity, migration, and cultural 

negotiation. Moving on, we examined aesthetic styles in diaspora writing, including oral 

traditions, narrative forms, language diversity, symbolism, and experimentation. Finally, we 

compared the two traditions, identifying shared thematic concerns such as displacement and 

resilience, while also noting distinctive aesthetic approaches shaped by cultural and linguistic 

contexts. 

By completing this Series, you should now be able to analyse thematic concerns in African-

American literature (SLO 2.1), explain thematic concerns in Caribbean literature (SLO 2.2), 

describe aesthetic styles in diaspora writing (SLO 2.3), and evaluate comparative perspectives on 

themes and aesthetics across both traditions (SLO 2.4). These outcomes provide you with the 

skills to critically engage with diaspora literature and appreciate its richness and diversity. 

 

Glossary of Terms 

• Activism: The use of literature or other forms of expression to inspire action and 

challenge oppressive systems. 

• Colonial history: The period of European domination over Caribbean islands, often 

revisited in literature to expose its impact on identity and culture. 

• Cultural negotiation: The process of balancing home traditions with new cultural 

environments, especially in contexts of migration. 

• Hybridity: The blending of African, European, and Asian influences that characterises 

Caribbean societies and their literature. 

• Identity: The way individuals and communities define themselves in relation to race, 

culture, and history. 

• Memory: The act of recalling and preserving collective experiences, often used in 

literature to resist erasure and reclaim heritage. 

• Migration: The movement of people from one place to another, frequently explored in 

diaspora literature as a theme of displacement and adaptation. 

• Oral traditions: Spoken forms of cultural expression such as storytelling, folk songs, and 

proverbs that influence the rhythm and style of diaspora writing. 

• Race: The social categorisation of people based on physical characteristics and cultural 

heritage, often explored in African-American literature. 

• Symbolism: The use of objects, images, or motifs to represent deeper meanings in 

literature, such as the caged bird symbolising oppression. 
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Concept Check Questions [Series 2] 

Objective Questions 

1. Diaspora literature often draws on __________ traditions such as storytelling and folk 

songs. (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

2. Toni Morrison’s Beloved uses __________ to confront the trauma of slavery. (Linked to 

SLO 2.1) 

3. Caribbean literature frequently reflects themes of colonial history and __________. 

(Linked to SLO 2.2) 

4. Maya Angelou’s metaphor of the __________ bird symbolises oppression and freedom. 

(Linked to SLO 2.3) 

5. African-American literature is strongly influenced by musical traditions such as blues and 

__________. (Linked to SLO 2.4) 

Short-Answer Questions 

6. Define hybridity in the context of Caribbean literature. (Linked to SLO 2.2) 

7. Name one African-American writer whose work reflects activism and briefly describe 

their contribution. (Linked to SLO 2.1) 

8. Explain how migration influences Caribbean diaspora literature. (Linked to SLO 2.2) 

9. Identify one aesthetic device used in diaspora writing and give an example. (Linked to 

SLO 2.3) 

10. State one shared thematic concern between African-American and Caribbean literatures. 

(Linked to SLO 2.4) 

Long-Answer Questions 

11. Analyse the thematic concerns of African-American literature, focusing on identity, 

memory, race, justice, and activism. (Linked to SLO 2.1) 

• Basic response: African-American literature explores identity and memory shaped by 

slavery, race and justice during segregation, and activism during the Civil Rights era. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may connect these themes to specific 

authors such as Toni Morrison, James Baldwin, and Frederick Douglass, showing how 

literature became a tool for cultural survival and social change. 

12. Explain the thematic concerns of Caribbean literature, particularly colonial history, 

hybridity, migration, and cultural negotiation. (Linked to SLO 2.2) 

• Basic response: Caribbean literature reflects colonial history and hybridity, while 

migration and cultural negotiation shape identity and belonging. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may discuss how writers like Jean Rhys, 

Derek Walcott, and Edwidge Danticat illustrate these themes through reimagined colonial 

narratives, epic poetry, and diaspora fiction. 
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13. Evaluate the aesthetic styles in diaspora writing, including oral traditions, language, 

symbolism, and experimentation. (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

• Basic response: Diaspora writers use oral traditions, diverse languages, symbolism, and 

experimentation to express cultural identity. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may provide examples of how African-

American literature incorporates blues and gospel rhythms, while Caribbean literature 

uses Creole and natural imagery, showing distinctive aesthetic approaches. 

14. Compare and contrast African-American and Caribbean literatures in terms of shared 

themes and distinctive aesthetics. (Linked to SLO 2.4) 

• Basic response: Both traditions share themes of displacement and resilience, but differ in 

aesthetics such as musical influences in African-American literature and linguistic 

diversity in Caribbean literature. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may illustrate these differences with 

examples, showing how symbolism and oral traditions manifest uniquely across the two 

traditions. 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2] 

Objective Questions 

1. Oral 

2. Memory 

3. Hybridity 

4. Caged 

5. Jazz 

Short-Answer Questions 

6. Hybridity is the blending of African, European, and Asian influences in Caribbean 

societies and literature. 

7. James Baldwin critiqued racial inequality and promoted justice through essays such as 

The Fire Next Time. 

8. Migration influences Caribbean literature by reshaping identity and creating tensions 

between home traditions and new cultural environments. 

9. Symbolism: Maya Angelou’s caged bird represents oppression and freedom. 

10. Both traditions share the thematic concern of displacement. 

Long-Answer Questions 

11. Basic response: Themes include identity, memory, race, justice, and activism. Value-

added response: Linked to authors such as Morrison, Baldwin, and Douglass, showing 

literature’s role in cultural survival and activism. 
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12. Basic response: Themes include colonial history, hybridity, migration, and cultural 

negotiation. Value-added response: Illustrated by Rhys, Walcott, and Danticat, showing how 

literature reflects colonial legacies and diaspora identity. 

13. Basic response: Aesthetic styles include oral traditions, language diversity, symbolism, 

and experimentation. Value-added response: African-American literature incorporates blues 

and gospel rhythms, while Caribbean literature uses Creole and natural imagery. 

14. Basic response: Shared themes include displacement and resilience; differences lie in 

aesthetics. Value-added response: African-American literature emphasises musical influences, 

while Caribbean literature highlights linguistic hybridity and folklore. 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2] 

Part 2.1 

1. Slavery 

2. Beloved 

3. Identity 

4. Inequality 

5. Frederick Douglass 

Part 2.2 

1. Asian 

2. Wide Sargasso Sea 

3. Caribbean 

4. Negotiation 

5. Edwidge Danticat 

Part 2.3 

1. Storytelling 

2. Call-and-response 

3. Caged 

4. Sea 

5. Fragmented narratives 

Part 2.4 

1. Literature 

2. Displacement 

3. Blues 

4. Creole 
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5. Sea 

 

References and Attributions [Series 2] 

• Figures 

• Figure 2.1: Identity and memory as thematic concerns in African-American 

literature – AI-generated suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram 

showing how identity and memory are linked in African-American literature, with 

examples from Toni Morrison and Langston Hughes.” Suggested search string: 

“African-American literature identity memory themes OER.” 

• Figure 2.2: Colonial history and hybridity in Caribbean literature – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing how colonial history and 

hybridity influence Caribbean literature, with examples from Jean Rhys and 

Derek Walcott.” Suggested search string: “Caribbean literature colonial history 

hybridity themes OER.” 

• Figure 2.3: Oral traditions shaping narrative forms in diaspora literature – AI-

generated suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing how oral 

traditions such as storytelling, folk songs, and proverbs shape narrative forms in 

African-American and Caribbean literature.” Suggested search string: “oral 

traditions diaspora literature narrative forms OER.” 

• Figure 2.4: Shared thematic preoccupations in diaspora literature – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram comparing shared thematic 

preoccupations in African-American and Caribbean literature, including 

displacement, identity, memory, resilience, and migration.” Suggested search 

string: “shared themes African-American Caribbean literature OER.” 

• Boxes 

• Box 2.1: Selected African-American works on race, justice, and activism – AI-

generated suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing selected 

African-American works on race, justice, and activism, including Frederick 

Douglass, James Baldwin, and Maya Angelou.” Suggested search string: 

“African-American literature race justice activism OER.” 

• Box 2.2: Selected Caribbean works on migration and cultural negotiation – AI-

generated suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing selected 

Caribbean works on migration and cultural negotiation, including Jean Rhys, 

Derek Walcott, and Edwidge Danticat.” Suggested search string: “Caribbean 

literature migration cultural negotiation OER.” 

• Box 2.3: Selected aesthetic devices in diaspora writing – AI-generated suggestion 

using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing selected aesthetic devices in 

diaspora writing, including language diversity, symbolism, and experimentation.” 

Suggested search string: “aesthetic devices diaspora literature language 

symbolism experimentation OER.” 
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• Box 2.4: Distinctive aesthetic approaches in diaspora literature – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box summarising distinctive 

aesthetic approaches in African-American and Caribbean literature, including 

musical influences, Creole languages, folklore, and symbolism.” Suggested search 

string: “distinctive aesthetics African-American Caribbean literature OER.” 

• Key Terms and Concepts 

• Definitions of identity, memory, race, justice, activism, colonial history, 

hybridity, migration, cultural negotiation, oral traditions, symbolism, and 

experimentation were introduced and explained within the instructional content 

of Series 2. 

• Open Educational Resources (OERs) 

• Suggested search strings throughout Series 2 are intended to guide learners and 

instructors towards open-access diagrams, tables, and scholarly materials that can 

supplement the instructional content. 

 

Course Code: LIT 403 

Course Title: African-American and Caribbean Literature 

Course Credit Load: 2 Units 

Series 1: Survey of African-American and Caribbean Diaspora Literature 

Series 2: Thematic and Aesthetic Preoccupations of Diaspora Writers 

Series 3: Influence of Home Countries on Diaspora Literature 

Series 4: Literary Responses to History, Politics, and Socioeconomic Movements 

Series 5: Contemporary Trends in African-American and Caribbean Literature 

Proposed Outline for Series 3 

Part 3.1: Historical and political influences of home countries 

• Sub-Part 3.1.1: Colonial legacies and national histories 

• Sub-Part 3.1.2: Political struggles and their literary impact 

Part 3.2: Cultural and linguistic influences of home countries 

• Sub-Part 3.2.1: Folklore, traditions, and oral heritage 

• Sub-Part 3.2.2: Language diversity and literary expression 

Part 3.3: Diaspora writers’ negotiation with homeland influences 

• Sub-Part 3.3.1: Nostalgia, memory, and belonging 
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• Sub-Part 3.3.2: Critique, resistance, and reimagining the homeland 

Part 3.4: Comparative perspectives on homeland influence 

• Sub-Part 3.4.1: African-American diaspora and homeland connections 

• Sub-Part 3.4.2: Caribbean diaspora and homeland connections 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

In the last Series, we examined the thematic and aesthetic preoccupations of diaspora writers, 

exploring how identity, memory, race, hybridity, and cultural negotiation shape their works. 

Building on that foundation, we now turn to the influence of home countries on diaspora 

literature. This focus is important because writers often carry with them the histories, politics, 

languages, and traditions of their homelands, which continue to shape their creative expression 

even when they live abroad. 

The aim of this Series is to help you understand how homeland influences contribute to the 

themes, styles, and perspectives of diaspora literature, and to enable you to evaluate how writers 

negotiate between attachment to their origins and engagement with new cultural contexts. 

We shall commence this Series by exploring the historical and political influences of home 

countries, including colonial legacies and national struggles. Next, we will consider cultural and 

linguistic influences, focusing on folklore, traditions, and language diversity. Following that, we 

will examine how diaspora writers negotiate these influences through nostalgia, memory, 

critique, and reimagining the homeland. Finally, we will bring the Series to a close with 

comparative perspectives, highlighting how African-American and Caribbean writers engage 

differently with their homeland connections. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 3.1 analyse the historical and political influences of home countries on diaspora 

literature, with emphasis on colonial legacies and national struggles, 

• SLO 3.2 explain the cultural and linguistic influences of home countries, focusing on 

folklore, traditions, oral heritage, and language diversity, 

• SLO 3.3 evaluate how diaspora writers negotiate homeland influences through nostalgia, 

memory, critique, and reimagining, and 

• SLO 3.4 compare homeland connections in African-American and Caribbean literatures, 

identifying both similarities and distinctive perspectives. 
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3.1 Historical and Political Influences of Home Countries 
3.1.1 Colonial legacies and national histories 

One of the most significant influences on diaspora literature is colonial legacy, which refers to 

the lasting impact of European colonisation on societies, cultures, and identities. Writers often 

revisit colonial history to expose its consequences, including exploitation, cultural suppression, 

and the shaping of social hierarchies. These legacies continue to inform diaspora narratives, as 

authors grapple with inherited structures and the quest for self-definition. 

Closely related is national history, the collective story of a people’s struggles, victories, and 

transformations. For African-American and Caribbean writers, national histories often include 

slavery, emancipation, independence movements, and civil rights struggles. Literature becomes a 

way of preserving these histories and ensuring they remain part of cultural memory. 

Fill in the blank: Diaspora writers often revisit __________ history to expose its consequences 

and reclaim identity. 

 

Figure 3.1: Colonial legacies and national histories shaping diaspora writing  

3.1.2 Political struggles and their literary impact 

Another major influence is political struggle, which refers to the fight against oppression, 

inequality, and domination. Diaspora writers often draw inspiration from political movements in 

their homelands, such as independence campaigns, civil rights activism, or resistance against 

authoritarian regimes. These struggles shape the themes of justice, freedom, and resistance in 

literature. 

For example, African-American writers like James Baldwin and Maya Angelou reflected the 

Civil Rights Movement in their works, while Caribbean writers such as Derek Walcott and 

George Lamming engaged with postcolonial politics and independence movements. Literature 

thus becomes both a mirror of political realities and a tool for advocacy. 
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Fill in the blank: African-American writers like James Baldwin reflected the __________ 

Movement in their works. 

Author 
Primary 

Work 
Political Context Strategic Literary Function 

Frederick 

Douglass 

Narrative of 

the Life of 

Frederick 

Douglass 

(1845) 

Abolitionist 

Movement: Physical 

and legal struggle 

against chattel slavery. 

Used the Slave Narrative to prove 

Black humanity and intellectual 

agency, serving as a primary text for 

the abolitionist cause. 

James 

Baldwin 

The Fire Next 

Time (1963) 

Civil Rights 

Movement: The fight 

against Jim Crow and 

systemic inequality. 

Utilized the Jeremiad (a long literary 

mournful complaint) to diagnose the 

"racial nightmare" and warn of the 

political consequences of delayed 

justice. 

Derek 

Walcott 

Dream on 

Monkey 

Mountain 

(1967) 

Postcolonial Identity: 

The psychological 

aftermath of British 

colonial rule. 

Uses the "Problem Play" format to 

explore the internal "colonialism of 

the mind," deconstructing the fantasy 

of the colonizer vs. the reality of the 

self. 

George 

Lamming 

In the Castle of 

My Skin (1953) 

Independence 

Struggles: The 

transition from colonial 

subject to independent 

citizen. 

Blends Autobiographical Realism 

with communal history to track the 

awakening of a national 

consciousness in Barbados. 

Box 3.1: Selected diaspora works influenced by political struggles 

Pilot questions 3.1 

1. Diaspora writers often revisit __________ legacies to expose their consequences. 

2. National history includes slavery, emancipation, independence, and __________ 

struggles. 

3. Which African-American writer reflected the Civil Rights Movement in essays such as 

The Fire Next Time? 

4. Derek Walcott’s Dream on Monkey Mountain explores postcolonial __________ and 

politics. 

5. Name one Caribbean writer whose work reflects independence struggles. 
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3.2 Cultural and Linguistic Influences of Home Countries 
3.2.1 Folklore, traditions, and oral heritage 

A vital influence of home countries on diaspora literature is folklore, which refers to traditional 

stories, myths, and legends passed down through generations. These narratives often carry moral 

lessons, cultural values, and historical memory. Alongside folklore are traditions, the practices 

and customs that shape community life, such as festivals, rituals, and family structures. 

Another key element is oral heritage, the spoken transmission of culture through storytelling, 

songs, and proverbs. Diaspora writers frequently weave these elements into their works to 

preserve cultural identity and connect with ancestral roots. For example, Caribbean writers often 

incorporate folktales into their novels, while African-American writers draw on oral traditions 

such as spirituals and sermons. 

Fill in the blank: Diaspora writers often weave folklore, traditions, and __________ heritage into 

their works to preserve identity. 

 

Figure 3.2: Folklore, traditions, and oral heritage influencing diaspora writing  

3.2.2 Language diversity and literary expression 

Another major influence is language diversity, which refers to the use of multiple languages, 

dialects, and Creole forms in literature. Diaspora writers often employ these linguistic variations 

to reflect authentic voices and cultural hybridity. This choice challenges dominant literary norms 

and asserts the legitimacy of marginalised languages. 

Literary expression is enriched by this diversity, as writers experiment with rhythm, tone, and 

style. African-American literature often incorporates vernacular speech and blues-inspired 

rhythms, while Caribbean literature uses Creole and multilingual dialogue to capture the 

complexity of cultural identity. Language thus becomes both a tool of resistance and a marker of 

belonging. 

Fill in the blank: Caribbean literature often uses __________ and multilingual dialogue to 

capture cultural identity. 
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Author Work Linguistic Focus Theoretical Contribution 

Zora 

Neale 

Hurston 

Their Eyes 

Were 

Watching 

God 

AAVE (African American 

Vernacular English): Deeply 

rooted in the Southern Black 

oral tradition. 

Validates the "low-down" 

vernacular as a sophisticated, 

poetic medium capable of profound 

philosophical insight. 

Louise 

Bennett 

Collected 

Poetry 

Jamaican Creole (Patois): 

Celebrates the rhythm, wit, 

and defiance of Jamaican 

daily speech. 

Asserted that Jamaican Creole is 

not a "broken" language, but a 

vibrant, legitimate vessel for 

cultural identity and resistance. 

Derek 

Walcott 
Omeros 

Hybrid Syncretism: Blends 

Classical epic traditions with 

Caribbean cadence and local 

expressions. 

Reclaims the "Homeric" epic for 

the Caribbean, showing how local 

history and landscape are as mythic 

as ancient Greece. 

Box 3.2: Selected diaspora works reflecting language diversity 

Pilot questions 3.2 

1. Diaspora writers often weave folklore, traditions, and __________ heritage into their 

works. 

2. What term refers to the use of multiple languages, dialects, and Creole forms in 

literature? 

3. Which African-American writer used vernacular speech in Their Eyes Were Watching 

God? 

4. Louise Bennett’s poetry celebrates linguistic identity through __________ Creole. 

5. Caribbean literature often uses __________ dialogue to capture cultural identity. 

 

3.3 Diaspora Writers’ Negotiation with Homeland Influences 
3.3.1 Nostalgia, memory, and belonging 

Diaspora writers often engage with nostalgia, which is a sentimental longing for the homeland. 

This theme appears in poetry, novels, and memoirs where writers recall landscapes, traditions, 

and family ties. Nostalgia is closely linked to memory, the act of preserving and revisiting past 

experiences, and to belonging, the sense of identity and attachment to a community or 

homeland. 

For many writers, these elements are not simply personal reflections but also cultural statements. 

They highlight the tension between living abroad and maintaining ties to the homeland. 
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Caribbean writers such as Edwidge Danticat often portray characters negotiating between their 

memories of home and their new realities abroad. 

Fill in the blank: Diaspora writers often express nostalgia as a longing for the __________. 

 

Figure 3.3: Nostalgia, memory, and belonging in diaspora writing  

3.3.2 Critique, resistance, and reimagining the homeland 

While nostalgia and belonging are important, diaspora writers also engage in critique, which 

involves questioning and challenging aspects of the homeland such as political corruption, social 

inequality, or cultural rigidity. This often leads to resistance, where literature becomes a form of 

protest against oppressive systems or exclusionary practices. 

At the same time, writers may engage in reimagining the homeland, creating new visions of 

what the homeland could be. This imaginative process allows them to reconcile contradictions 

between memory and reality, and to propose alternative futures. African-American writers like 

James Baldwin critiqued racial injustice in the United States, while Caribbean writers such as 

George Lamming reimagined postcolonial societies in their novels. 

Fill in the blank: Diaspora writers often engage in critique, resistance, and __________ the 

homeland. 

Author Work Core Negotiation Strategic Objective 

Edwidge 

Danticat 

Breath, 

Eyes, 

Memory 

Nostalgia vs. Trauma: 

Navigating the "double-edged" 

sword of Haitian traditions and 

maternal legacies. 

To reconcile the safety of 

"belonging" with the need to 

break from painful ancestral 

patterns. 

James 

Baldwin 

Go Tell It on 

the 

Mountain 

Sacred vs. Secular: Using the 

Black church tradition to 

To transform the "homeland" of 

the American South/Harlem into 
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Author Work Core Negotiation Strategic Objective 

critique the racial soul of the 

United States. 

a site of profound moral and 

social reckoning. 

George 

Lamming 

In the Castle 

of My Skin 

Colonial vs. Sovereign: 

Witnessing the transition of a 

Caribbean village from British 

rule to self-awareness. 

To "re-map" the Caribbean 

identity by showing how the local 

landscape resists colonial 

architecture. 

Box 3.3: Selected diaspora works negotiating homeland influences 

Pilot questions 3.3 

1. Diaspora writers often express nostalgia as a longing for the __________. 

2. Nostalgia is closely linked to memory and __________. 

3. Which Caribbean writer portrays characters negotiating between memories of home and 

new realities abroad? 

4. Diaspora writers often engage in critique, resistance, and __________ the homeland. 

5. Name one African-American writer whose work critiques racial injustice in the United 

States. 

 

3.4 Comparative Perspectives on Homeland Influence 
3.4.1 African-American diaspora and homeland connections 

African-American literature often reflects a complex relationship with the homeland, which in 

this case is the United States. Writers grapple with the paradox of belonging to a nation that 

historically enslaved and marginalised them. Homeland influence is seen in themes of racial 

identity, justice, and the struggle for equality. The Civil Rights Movement, for example, 

provided a powerful backdrop for African-American writers to critique injustice while also 

affirming cultural pride. 

Homeland connections are therefore both a source of pain and a foundation for resilience. 

Writers such as James Baldwin and Maya Angelou used their works to highlight contradictions 

in American society, while simultaneously asserting the importance of African-American 

identity within the national narrative. 

Fill in the blank: African-American literature often reflects a complex relationship with the 

homeland, which is the __________. 
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Figure 3.4: African-American diaspora and homeland connections  

3.4.2 Caribbean diaspora and homeland connections 

Caribbean diaspora literature reflects homeland influences in different ways. Writers often 

portray the islands as spaces of cultural richness but also as places marked by colonial legacies 

and economic struggles. Homeland connections are expressed through nostalgia for landscapes, 

traditions, and community life, but also through critique of political instability and inequality. 

Caribbean writers such as Derek Walcott and George Lamming often reimagine the homeland, 

blending memory with myth and folklore. Their works highlight the tension between longing for 

home and recognising its limitations. This dual perspective allows Caribbean diaspora literature 

to celebrate cultural identity while critically engaging with homeland realities. 

Fill in the blank: Caribbean diaspora literature often blends memory with __________ and 

folklore to reimagine the homeland. 

Feature African-American Perspective Caribbean Perspective 

Concept of 

Home 

The Paradox of Belonging: Home is 

both a site of ancestral roots and a site of 

ongoing exclusion and systemic 

struggle. 

The Colonial Legacy: Home is a site 

of deep cultural richness often 

overshadowed by the "ghosts" of 

European rule. 

Dominant 

Themes 

Justice & Resilience: Focuses on the 

moral demand for equity and the 

strength required to survive within the 

"American" identity. 

Nostalgia & Critique: Focuses on the 

longing for the island's beauty while 

simultaneously critiquing its socio-

political failures. 
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Feature African-American Perspective Caribbean Perspective 

Historical 

Catalyst 

Civil Rights Movement: Literature acts 

as a weapon for enfranchisement and the 

reclamation of domestic space. 

Postcolonial Sovereignty: Literature 

acts as a tool for "Nation Building" and 

the reimagining of identity through 

local myth. 

Aesthetic 

Tool 

The "Jeremiad": Uses powerful, 

prophetic rhetoric to call the nation to its 

promised ideals of freedom. 

The "Mythic Re-Map": Uses folklore 

and indigenous imagery to bypass 

colonial history and reconnect with a 

pre-colonial soul. 

Box 3.4: Comparative homeland influences in diaspora literature 

Pilot questions 3.4 

1. African-American literature often reflects a complex relationship with the homeland, 

which is the __________. 

2. Which movement provided a backdrop for African-American writers to critique 

injustice? 

3. Caribbean diaspora literature often blends memory with __________ and folklore. 

4. Name one Caribbean writer who reimagined the homeland through postcolonial 

perspectives. 

5. Both African-American and Caribbean literatures highlight homeland influences through 

themes of __________ and critique. 

 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has examined how home countries influence diaspora literature, showing how 

historical, political, cultural, and linguistic contexts shape writers’ themes and styles. We began 

with colonial legacies and national histories, highlighting how past struggles continue to inform 

literary expression. We then explored cultural and linguistic influences, focusing on folklore, 

traditions, oral heritage, and language diversity. Moving on, we considered how diaspora writers 

negotiate these influences through nostalgia, memory, critique, resistance, and reimagining the 

homeland. Finally, we compared African-American and Caribbean perspectives, noting both 

shared concerns and distinctive approaches to homeland connections. 

By completing this Series, you should now be able to analyse historical and political influences 

(SLO 3.1), explain cultural and linguistic influences (SLO 3.2), evaluate how writers negotiate 

homeland influences (SLO 3.3), and compare African-American and Caribbean homeland 

connections (SLO 3.4). These outcomes equip you with the skills to critically assess how 
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diaspora literature remains deeply tied to the histories and cultures of home countries, even while 

engaging with new contexts abroad. 

 

Glossary of Terms 

• Belonging: A sense of identity and attachment to a community or homeland. 

• Colonial legacy: The lasting impact of European colonisation on societies, cultures, and 

identities. 

• Critique: The act of questioning or challenging aspects of the homeland, such as politics 

or social structures. 

• Folklore: Traditional stories, myths, and legends passed down through generations. 

• Language diversity: The use of multiple languages, dialects, and Creole forms in 

literature. 

• Literary expression: The creative use of language, rhythm, and style to convey meaning 

in literature. 

• Memory: The act of preserving and revisiting past experiences, often used to connect 

with cultural heritage. 

• National history: The collective story of a people’s struggles, victories, and 

transformations. 

• Nostalgia: A sentimental longing for the homeland, often expressed in literature. 

• Oral heritage: The spoken transmission of culture through storytelling, songs, and 

proverbs. 

• Political struggle: The fight against oppression, inequality, or domination, often 

reflected in literature. 

• Resistance: Literature used as a form of protest against oppressive systems or 

exclusionary practices. 

• Reimagining the homeland: Creating new visions of the homeland that reconcile 

memory with reality and propose alternative futures. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 3] 

Objective Questions 

1. Diaspora writers often revisit __________ legacies to expose their consequences. (Linked 

to SLO 3.1) 

2. National history includes slavery, emancipation, independence, and __________ 

struggles. (Linked to SLO 3.1) 

3. Caribbean literature often uses __________ and multilingual dialogue to capture cultural 

identity. (Linked to SLO 3.2) 
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4. Diaspora writers often express nostalgia as a longing for the __________. (Linked to 

SLO 3.3) 

5. African-American literature often reflects a complex relationship with the homeland, 

which is the __________. (Linked to SLO 3.4) 

Short-Answer Questions 

6. Define colonial legacy in the context of diaspora literature. (Linked to SLO 3.1) 

7. Name one Caribbean writer who reimagined the homeland through postcolonial 

perspectives. (Linked to SLO 3.3) 

8. Explain how language diversity enriches literary expression in diaspora writing. (Linked 

to SLO 3.2) 

9. Identify one African-American writer whose work critiques racial injustice in the United 

States. (Linked to SLO 3.3) 

10. State one shared thematic concern between African-American and Caribbean homeland 

connections. (Linked to SLO 3.4) 

Long-Answer Questions 

11. Analyse the historical and political influences of home countries on diaspora literature, 

focusing on colonial legacies and national struggles. (Linked to SLO 3.1) 

• Basic response: Colonial legacies and national struggles shape themes of identity, 

justice, and resilience in diaspora literature. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may illustrate with examples such as 

Frederick Douglass’s abolitionist writings, James Baldwin’s Civil Rights essays, and 

George Lamming’s reflections on colonial and independence struggles. 

12. Explain the cultural and linguistic influences of home countries on diaspora literature, 

focusing on folklore, traditions, oral heritage, and language diversity. (Linked to SLO 3.2) 

• Basic response: Folklore, traditions, and oral heritage preserve cultural identity, while 

language diversity enriches literary expression. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may cite Zora Neale Hurston’s use of 

vernacular speech, Louise Bennett’s Jamaican Creole poetry, and Derek Walcott’s 

blending of English with Caribbean rhythms. 

13. Evaluate how diaspora writers negotiate homeland influences through nostalgia, memory, 

critique, resistance, and reimagining. (Linked to SLO 3.3) 

• Basic response: Writers express nostalgia and belonging while also critiquing and 

reimagining the homeland. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may discuss Edwidge Danticat’s portrayal 

of Haitian diaspora nostalgia, Baldwin’s critique of racial injustice, and Lamming’s 

reimagining of postcolonial Caribbean society. 
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14. Compare African-American and Caribbean homeland connections in diaspora literature, 

identifying similarities and differences. (Linked to SLO 3.4) 

• Basic response: Both traditions highlight homeland influences through themes of justice, 

resilience, nostalgia, and critique. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may contrast African-American literature’s 

focus on the Civil Rights Movement with Caribbean literature’s emphasis on colonial 

legacies and reimagining homeland through myth and folklore. 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3] 

Objective Questions 

1. Colonial 

2. Political 

3. Creole 

4. Homeland 

5. United States 

Short-Answer Questions 

6. Colonial legacy refers to the lasting impact of European colonisation on societies, 

cultures, and identities. 

7. George Lamming reimagined the homeland through postcolonial perspectives in In the 

Castle of My Skin. 

8. Language diversity enriches literary expression by reflecting authentic voices, 

challenging dominant norms, and capturing cultural hybridity. 

9. James Baldwin critiqued racial injustice in works such as The Fire Next Time. 

10. Both traditions share the thematic concern of resilience. 

Long-Answer Questions 

11. Basic response: Colonial legacies and national struggles shape diaspora literature. 

Value-added response: Examples include Douglass’s abolitionist writings, Baldwin’s Civil 

Rights essays, and Lamming’s postcolonial reflections. 

12. Basic response: Folklore, traditions, oral heritage, and language diversity influence 

diaspora literature. Value-added response: Examples include Hurston’s vernacular speech, 

Bennett’s Creole poetry, and Walcott’s multilingual style. 

13. Basic response: Writers negotiate homeland influences through nostalgia, critique, and 

reimagining. Value-added response: Examples include Danticat’s Haitian diaspora nostalgia, 

Baldwin’s critique of injustice, and Lamming’s reimagining of Caribbean society. 

14. Basic response: Both traditions highlight homeland influences through justice, 

resilience, nostalgia, and critique. Value-added response: African-American literature 

emphasises Civil Rights, while Caribbean literature focuses on colonial legacies and mythic 

reimaginings. 
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3] 

Part 3.1 

1. Colonial 

2. Civil rights 

3. James Baldwin 

4. Identity 

5. George Lamming 

Part 3.2 

1. Oral 

2. Language diversity 

3. Zora Neale Hurston 

4. Jamaican 

5. Multilingual 

Part 3.3 

1. Homeland 

2. Belonging 

3. Edwidge Danticat 

4. Reimagining 

5. James Baldwin 

Part 3.4 

1. United States 

2. Civil Rights Movement 

3. Myth 

4. Derek Walcott 

5. Resilience 

 

 

References and Attributions [Series 3] 

• Figures 

• Figure 3.1: Colonial legacies and national histories shaping diaspora writing – 

AI-generated suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing how 

colonial legacies and national histories influence diaspora literature, with 
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examples from African-American and Caribbean traditions.” Suggested search 

string: “colonial legacies national history diaspora literature OER.” 

• Figure 3.2: Folklore, traditions, and oral heritage influencing diaspora writing – 

AI-generated suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing how 

folklore, traditions, and oral heritage influence diaspora literature, with examples 

from African-American and Caribbean traditions.” Suggested search string: 

“diaspora literature folklore traditions oral heritage OER.” 

• Figure 3.3: Nostalgia, memory, and belonging in diaspora writing – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing how nostalgia, memory, 

and belonging influence diaspora literature, with examples from Caribbean and 

African-American writers.” Suggested search string: “diaspora literature nostalgia 

memory belonging OER.” 

• Figure 3.4: African-American diaspora and homeland connections – AI-

generated suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing African-

American diaspora connections to the homeland, highlighting justice, identity, 

and resilience.” Suggested search string: “African-American literature homeland 

connections OER.” 

• Boxes 

• Box 3.1: Selected diaspora works influenced by political struggles – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing selected diaspora works 

influenced by political struggles, including Frederick Douglass, James Baldwin, 

Derek Walcott, and George Lamming.” Suggested search string: “diaspora 

literature political struggles influence OER.” 

• Box 3.2: Selected diaspora works reflecting language diversity – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing selected diaspora works 

reflecting language diversity, including Zora Neale Hurston, Louise Bennett, and 

Derek Walcott.” Suggested search string: “diaspora literature language diversity 

Creole vernacular OER.” 

• Box 3.3: Selected diaspora works negotiating homeland influences – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing selected diaspora works 

that negotiate homeland influences, including Edwidge Danticat, James Baldwin, 

and George Lamming.” Suggested search string: “diaspora literature critique 

resistance reimagining homeland OER.” 

• Box 3.4: Comparative homeland influences in diaspora literature – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box comparing homeland 

influences in African-American and Caribbean diaspora literature, including 

justice, resilience, nostalgia, and critique.” Suggested search string: “comparative 

homeland influences African-American Caribbean literature OER.” 

• Key Terms and Concepts 

• Definitions of colonial legacy, national history, political struggle, folklore, 

traditions, oral heritage, language diversity, nostalgia, memory, belonging, 
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critique, resistance, and reimagining the homeland were introduced and 

explained within the instructional content of Series 3. 

• Open Educational Resources (OERs) 

• Suggested search strings throughout Series 3 are intended to guide learners and 

instructors towards open-access diagrams, tables, and scholarly materials that can 

supplement the instructional content. 

 

 

Course Code: LIT 403 

Course Title: African-American and Caribbean Literature 

Course Credit Load: 2 Units 

Series 1: Survey of African-American and Caribbean Diaspora Literature 

Series 2: Thematic and Aesthetic Preoccupations of Diaspora Writers 

Series 3: Influence of Home Countries on Diaspora Literature 

Series 4: Literary Responses to History, Politics, and Socioeconomic Movements 

Series 5: Contemporary Trends in African-American and Caribbean Literature 

Proposed Outline for Series 4 

Part 4.1: Historical movements and literary responses 

• Sub-Part 4.1.1: Slavery, emancipation, and abolitionist writings 

• Sub-Part 4.1.2: Independence and postcolonial narratives 

Part 4.2: Political movements and literary responses 

• Sub-Part 4.2.1: Civil Rights and Black Power in African-American literature 

• Sub-Part 4.2.2: Caribbean political struggles and postcolonial critique 

Part 4.3: Socioeconomic movements and literary responses 

• Sub-Part 4.3.1: Migration, labour, and class struggles 

• Sub-Part 4.3.2: Globalisation and cultural identity in diaspora writing 

Part 4.4: Comparative perspectives on literary responses 

• Sub-Part 4.4.1: African-American responses to historical and political movements 

• Sub-Part 4.4.2: Caribbean responses to historical and socioeconomic movements 
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Introduction 

In the last Series, we explored how home countries influence diaspora literature, focusing on 

colonial legacies, cultural traditions, and the negotiation of homeland connections. Building on 

that foundation, this Series turns to the ways literature responds to wider historical, political, and 

socioeconomic movements. These movements often shape the lived realities of diaspora 

communities, and writers use their craft to reflect, critique, and reimagine these forces. 

Understanding these responses is essential for appreciating how literature engages with society 

and history. 

The aim of this Series is to examine how diaspora literature interacts with major historical, 

political, and socioeconomic movements, and to equip you with the ability to analyse and 

compare literary responses across African-American and Caribbean traditions. 

We shall commence this Series by considering historical movements such as slavery, 

emancipation, and independence, and how they shaped abolitionist and postcolonial narratives. 

Next, we will explore political movements, including the Civil Rights and Black Power struggles 

in African-American literature, alongside Caribbean political critiques. Following that, we will 

examine socioeconomic movements, focusing on migration, labour, class struggles, and 

globalisation. Finally, we will bring the Series to a close with comparative perspectives, 

highlighting similarities and differences in how African-American and Caribbean writers 

respond to these historical, political, and socioeconomic forces. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 4.1 analyse how diaspora literature responds to historical movements such as 

slavery, emancipation, and independence, 

• SLO 4.2 explain the literary responses to political movements, including Civil Rights, 

Black Power, and Caribbean political struggles, 

• SLO 4.3 evaluate how socioeconomic movements such as migration, labour, class 

struggles, and globalisation shape diaspora writing, and 

• SLO 4.4 compare African-American and Caribbean literary responses to historical, 

political, and socioeconomic movements, identifying both shared concerns and 

distinctive perspectives. 
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4.1 Historical Movements and Literary Responses 
4.1.1 Slavery, emancipation, and abolitionist writings 

One of the most powerful historical movements shaping diaspora literature is slavery, which 

refers to the forced labour and dehumanisation of African peoples in the transatlantic slave trade. 

Writers used literature to expose its brutality and to affirm the humanity of enslaved people. 

Closely linked is emancipation, the process of freeing enslaved individuals, which inspired 

works celebrating liberation and advocating for equality. 

Abolitionist writings, such as those by Frederick Douglass, combined personal testimony with 

political argument to demand the end of slavery. These texts remain foundational in diaspora 

literature, as they highlight resilience and the pursuit of justice. 

Fill in the blank: Abolitionist writings combined personal testimony with __________ argument 

to demand the end of slavery. 

 

Figure 4.1: Slavery, emancipation, and abolitionist writings shaping diaspora literature  

4.1.2 Independence and postcolonial narratives 

Another significant historical movement is independence, which refers to the political liberation 

of colonised nations from European rule. Caribbean writers in particular responded to 

independence movements by exploring themes of identity, nationhood, and cultural renewal. 

Closely related are postcolonial narratives, literary works that critique colonial legacies and 

imagine new futures for formerly colonised societies. Writers such as George Lamming and 

Derek Walcott used novels and poetry to reflect on the challenges of independence, including 

economic struggles and cultural negotiation. These narratives highlight both the optimism of 

liberation and the complexities of building new nations. 

Fill in the blank: Postcolonial narratives critique colonial legacies and imagine new __________ 

for formerly colonised societies. 
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Author Key Work Historical Context & Theme 

Frederick 

Douglass 

Narrative of the 

Life of Frederick 

Douglass 

Abolitionism: A powerful testimony used as a political 

tool to prove the humanity of the enslaved and advocate for 

the total end of slavery. 

Harriet 

Jacobs 

Incidents in the 

Life of a Slave Girl 

Slavery & Emancipation: A unique female perspective on 

the specific horrors of chattel slavery and the psychological 

journey toward reclaiming bodily autonomy. 

George 

Lamming 

In the Castle of My 

Skin 

Colonialism & Independence: Explores the transition of 

Barbados from a colonial society toward self-rule, focusing 

on the cultural "awakening" of the Caribbean. 

Derek 

Walcott 
Omeros 

Postcolonial Identity: A sweeping epic that reworks 

Homeric tradition to center Caribbean history, healing the 

"rupture" caused by the Middle Passage. 

Box 4.1: Selected diaspora works responding to historical movements 

Pilot questions 4.1 

1. Abolitionist writings combined personal testimony with __________ argument to 

demand the end of slavery. 

2. Which African-American writer produced a famous abolitionist narrative exposing the 

brutality of slavery? 

3. Independence refers to the political liberation of colonised nations from __________ rule. 

4. Postcolonial narratives critique colonial legacies and imagine new __________ for 

formerly colonised societies. 

5. Name one Caribbean writer whose work reflects on independence and postcolonial 

identity. 

 

4.2 Political Movements and Literary Responses 
4.2.1 Civil Rights and Black Power in African-American literature 

One of the most influential political movements shaping African-American literature is the Civil 

Rights Movement, which refers to the struggle for racial equality and justice in the United 

States during the mid-twentieth century. Writers such as James Baldwin and Maya Angelou used 

their works to highlight racial injustice, affirm cultural pride, and inspire activism. 
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Closely linked is the Black Power Movement, which emphasised self-determination, cultural 

identity, and resistance against systemic oppression. Literature from this period often carried 

bold political messages, celebrating African heritage and challenging dominant narratives. These 

works remain central to diaspora literature, as they demonstrate how literature can be both a 

reflection of political realities and a tool for social change. 

Fill in the blank: The Black Power Movement emphasised self-determination, cultural identity, 

and __________ against systemic oppression. 

 

Figure 4.2: Civil Rights and Black Power shaping African-American writing  

4.2.2 Caribbean political struggles and postcolonial critique 

Caribbean literature also reflects political movements, particularly struggles for independence 

and the challenges of postcolonial governance. Writers engaged with themes of political 

instability, corruption, and the search for national identity. 

Postcolonial critique refers to literary works that question the lingering effects of colonialism 

and critique the failures of post-independence leadership. Caribbean writers such as George 

Lamming and Derek Walcott used their works to highlight the tension between political 

aspirations and social realities. Their literature often blends political commentary with cultural 

expression, showing how politics and identity are deeply intertwined. 

Fill in the blank: Caribbean writers often use literature to critique the lingering effects of 

__________ and the failures of post-independence leadership. 

Author Work 
Political/Historical 

Response 
Key Contribution 

James 

Baldwin 

The Fire Next 

Time 

The US Civil Rights 

Movement 

A profound collection of essays 

offering urgent, moral, and social 

criticism of American race relations. 
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Author Work 
Political/Historical 

Response 
Key Contribution 

Maya 

Angelou 

I Know Why 

the Caged 

Bird Sings 

The Ongoing Struggle 

for Identity and 

Resilience 

A landmark autobiography that 

provides a testimony of surviving 

racism and trauma to find voice and 

agency. 

George 

Lamming 

The Pleasures 

of Exile 

Postcolonial Caribbean 

Politics 

A pivotal work of non-fiction 

critiquing the cultural and political 

inheritances of the 'Middle Passage' 

and colonial exile. 

Derek 

Walcott 

Dream on 

Monkey 

Mountain 

Caribbean Identity and 

Governance 

A sophisticated political allegory that 

uses drama and myth to explore the 

complex search for authentic selfhood 

in the post-independence Caribbean. 

Box 4.2: Selected diaspora works responding to political movements 

Pilot questions 4.2 

1. The Black Power Movement emphasised self-determination, cultural identity, and 

__________ against systemic oppression. 

2. Which African-American writer produced essays reflecting the Civil Rights Movement? 

3. Caribbean writers often critique the lingering effects of __________ in their works. 

4. Name one Caribbean writer whose work reflects postcolonial political struggles. 

5. Maya Angelou’s I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings is a narrative of identity and 

__________. 

 

4.3 Socioeconomic Movements and Literary Responses 
4.3.1 Migration, labour, and class struggles 

A major socioeconomic influence on diaspora literature is migration, which refers to the 

movement of people across regions or countries in search of better opportunities or safety. 

Migration often shapes themes of displacement, adaptation, and identity in literature. Closely 

tied to migration are issues of labour, the economic activities and work conditions that migrants 

encounter, and class struggles, the conflicts between social groups based on economic 

inequality. 

Diaspora writers frequently highlight the challenges of migrants who face exploitation, 

discrimination, or cultural alienation. At the same time, literature also portrays resilience and 
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solidarity among migrant communities. For example, Caribbean writers often depict labour 

struggles in plantation economies, while African-American writers explore class divisions in 

urban settings. 

Fill in the blank: Diaspora literature often portrays migration, labour, and __________ struggles 

as central themes. 

 

Figure 4.3: Migration, labour, and class struggles shaping diaspora writing  

4.3.2 Globalisation and cultural identity in diaspora writing 

Another significant socioeconomic movement is globalisation, which refers to the increasing 

interconnectedness of economies, cultures, and societies across the world. Globalisation 

influences diaspora literature by creating new contexts for identity, belonging, and cultural 

negotiation. 

Diaspora writers often explore how globalisation reshapes cultural identity, the sense of self 

and community rooted in heritage but influenced by global exchanges. Literature may highlight 

both opportunities, such as cultural hybridity and transnational solidarity, and challenges, such as 

cultural loss or economic inequality. Writers like Salman Rushdie and Derek Walcott have 

engaged with globalisation by blending local traditions with global perspectives, showing how 

diaspora literature reflects a world in constant flux. 

Fill in the blank: Globalisation influences diaspora literature by reshaping __________ identity 

and cultural negotiation. 

Author Key Work Socioeconomic Movement & Focus 

Claude 

McKay 

Home to 

Harlem 

The Great Migration & Urban Labor: Explores the internal 

migration of African Americans to Northern cities and the specific 

class struggles and racial tensions within the urban working class. 
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Author Key Work Socioeconomic Movement & Focus 

Sam 

Selvon 

The Lonely 

Londoners 

The Windrush Generation: Depicts the mid-century migration of 

Caribbean people to Britain, focusing on the harsh realities of 

colonial labor and the search for belonging in a "mother country" 

that often rejected them. 

Salman 

Rushdie 

Imaginary 

Homelands 

Globalisation & Hybridity: A collection of essays that redefines 

the migrant experience not as a loss, but as a site of creative 

"hybridity" and "fragmented identities" within a globalized society. 

Derek 

Walcott 

The Schooner 

Flight 

Postcolonial Identity & Globalism: A poem that uses the 

metaphor of a sea voyage to blend local Caribbean history with a 

broader, global perspective on politics, race, and the legacy of 

empire. 

Box 4.3: Selected diaspora works responding to socioeconomic movements 

Pilot questions 4.3 

1. Diaspora literature often portrays migration, labour, and __________ struggles as central 

themes. 

2. Which Caribbean writer depicted migration and labour struggles in The Lonely 

Londoners? 

3. Globalisation refers to the increasing interconnectedness of __________, cultures, and 

societies. 

4. Diaspora literature explores how globalisation reshapes cultural __________. 

5. Name one writer who blends local traditions with global perspectives in diaspora 

literature. 

 

4.4 Comparative Perspectives on Literary Responses 
4.4.1 African-American responses to historical and political movements 

African-American literature often reflects a dual engagement with history and politics. Writers 

respond to slavery and emancipation by affirming resilience and humanity, while also addressing 

the ongoing struggle for civil rights and equality. The Civil Rights Movement and Black Power 

Movement provided powerful contexts for literary expression, shaping themes of justice, 

identity, and resistance. 

Authors such as James Baldwin and Maya Angelou used their works to critique racial injustice 

while affirming cultural pride. Their literature demonstrates how African-American writers 

transform historical and political struggles into narratives of empowerment and advocacy. 
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Fill in the blank: African-American literature often transforms historical and political struggles 

into narratives of __________ and advocacy. 

 

Figure 4.4: African-American responses to historical and political movements  

4.4.2 Caribbean responses to historical and socioeconomic movements 

Caribbean literature reflects homeland influences through responses to colonialism, 

independence, and socioeconomic struggles. Writers often highlight the tension between 

nostalgia for cultural traditions and critique of political instability. Postcolonial narratives are 

central, as they question colonial legacies and explore the challenges of nation-building. 

Caribbean writers such as George Lamming and Derek Walcott blend historical reflection with 

cultural creativity, reimagining the homeland while addressing issues of migration, labour, and 

globalisation. Their works show how Caribbean literature engages with both local realities and 

global contexts, offering nuanced perspectives on identity and belonging. 

Fill in the blank: Caribbean writers often blend historical reflection with cultural __________ to 

reimagine the homeland. 

Feature African-American Tradition Caribbean Tradition 

Primary 

Historical 

Drivers 

Slavery, Emancipation, the Great 

Migration, Civil Rights, and Black 

Power. 

Colonialism, Independence 

movements, the Windrush migration, 

and Globalisation. 

Core 

Literary 

Function 

Advocacy & Empowerment: Often 

serves as a direct moral appeal to the 

nation for justice, civil rights, and legal 

personhood. 

Cultural Reimagining: Focuses on 

repairing the "cultural rupture" of 

empire, seeking to define a national 

identity post-independence. 
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Feature African-American Tradition Caribbean Tradition 

Thematic 

Focus 

Integration vs. Nationalism, the "Inner 

Life" under Jim Crow, and the trauma 

of domestic racism. 

Hybridity (Creolization), the 

"imaginary homeland," and the critique 

of neocolonial governance. 

Defining 

Authors 

Frederick Douglass, James Baldwin, 

Maya Angelou, Toni Morrison. 

George Lamming, Derek Walcott, Sam 

Selvon, Aimé Césaire. 

Box 4.4: Comparative literary responses in diaspora traditions 

Pilot questions 4.4 

1. African-American literature often transforms historical and political struggles into 

narratives of __________ and advocacy. 

2. Which African-American writer used literature to critique racial injustice while affirming 

cultural pride? 

3. Caribbean writers often blend historical reflection with cultural __________ to reimagine 

the homeland. 

4. Name one Caribbean writer whose work reflects postcolonial critique and nation-

building. 

5. Both African-American and Caribbean literatures highlight homeland influences through 

themes of identity and __________. 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has examined how diaspora literature responds to historical, political, and 

socioeconomic movements, showing how writers transform lived realities into powerful 

narratives. We began with slavery, emancipation, and independence, highlighting abolitionist 

and postcolonial works. Then we explored political movements, focusing on Civil Rights, Black 

Power, and Caribbean political struggles. Moving on, we considered socioeconomic movements 

such as migration, labour, class struggles, and globalisation, and how these shape identity and 

belonging. Finally, we compared African-American and Caribbean responses, noting both shared 

concerns and distinctive approaches. 

By completing this Series, you should now be able to analyse historical influences (SLO 4.1), 

explain political responses (SLO 4.2), evaluate socioeconomic influences (SLO 4.3), and 

compare African-American and Caribbean perspectives (SLO 4.4). These outcomes equip you 

with the ability to critically assess how literature engages with history, politics, and 

socioeconomic realities, reinforcing the resilience and creativity of diaspora traditions. 

 

Glossary of Terms 
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• Abolitionist writings: Literary works that exposed the brutality of slavery and advocated 

for its end. 

• Black Power Movement: A political movement emphasising self-determination, cultural 

identity, and resistance against systemic oppression. 

• Civil Rights Movement: The mid-twentieth-century struggle in the United States for 

racial equality and justice. 

• Class struggles: Conflicts between social groups based on economic inequality. 

• Emancipation: The process of freeing enslaved individuals, often celebrated in literature. 

• Globalisation: The increasing interconnectedness of economies, cultures, and societies 

worldwide. 

• Independence: The political liberation of colonised nations from European rule. 

• Migration: The movement of people across regions or countries, often shaping themes of 

displacement and identity. 

• Political struggle: Efforts to resist oppression and achieve justice, frequently reflected in 

literature. 

• Postcolonial critique: Literary works that question colonial legacies and critique post-

independence leadership. 

• Postcolonial narratives: Stories that explore the challenges of nation-building and 

cultural renewal after colonial rule. 

• Resistance: Literature used as a form of protest against injustice or oppression. 

• Socioeconomic movements: Shifts in society related to labour, class, migration, and 

globalisation that influence literature. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 4] 

Objective Questions 

1. Abolitionist writings combined personal testimony with __________ argument to 

demand the end of slavery. (Linked to SLO 4.1) 

2. The Black Power Movement emphasised self-determination, cultural identity, and 

__________ against systemic oppression. (Linked to SLO 4.2) 

3. Diaspora literature often portrays migration, labour, and __________ struggles as central 

themes. (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

4. Globalisation influences diaspora literature by reshaping __________ identity and 

cultural negotiation. (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

5. African-American literature often transforms historical and political struggles into 

narratives of __________ and advocacy. (Linked to SLO 4.4) 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

Short-Answer Questions 

6. Define emancipation in the context of diaspora literature. (Linked to SLO 4.1) 

7. Name one African-American writer whose work reflects the Civil Rights Movement. 

(Linked to SLO 4.2) 

8. Explain how Caribbean writers use postcolonial critique in their works. (Linked to SLO 

4.2) 

9. Identify one Caribbean writer who depicted migration and labour struggles in Britain. 

(Linked to SLO 4.3) 

10. State one shared thematic concern between African-American and Caribbean literary 

responses. (Linked to SLO 4.4) 

Long-Answer Questions 

11. Analyse how slavery, emancipation, and abolitionist writings shaped diaspora literature. 

(Linked to SLO 4.1) 

• Basic response: Slavery and emancipation inspired abolitionist writings that exposed 

injustice and affirmed humanity. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may cite Frederick Douglass and Harriet 

Jacobs as examples, showing how personal testimony and political argument shaped 

abolitionist literature. 

12. Explain the literary responses to political movements such as Civil Rights, Black Power, 

and Caribbean political struggles. (Linked to SLO 4.2) 

• Basic response: Writers responded by critiquing injustice and affirming cultural pride. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may reference Baldwin’s essays, 

Angelou’s narratives, and Lamming’s postcolonial critiques to illustrate how literature 

became a tool for activism and identity. 

13. Evaluate how socioeconomic movements such as migration, labour, class struggles, and 

globalisation influence diaspora writing. (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

• Basic response: These movements shape themes of displacement, identity, and 

belonging. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may discuss Sam Selvon’s The Lonely 

Londoners and Salman Rushdie’s Imaginary Homelands as examples of how literature 

reflects both challenges and opportunities in global contexts. 

14. Compare African-American and Caribbean literary responses to historical, political, and 

socioeconomic movements. (Linked to SLO 4.4) 

• Basic response: Both traditions highlight resilience, identity, and critique of injustice. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may contrast African-American literature’s 

focus on Civil Rights and Black Power with Caribbean literature’s emphasis on colonial 

legacies, migration, and globalisation. 
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Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4] 

Objective Questions 

1. Political 

2. Resistance 

3. Class 

4. Cultural 

5. Empowerment 

Short-Answer Questions 

6. Emancipation is the process of freeing enslaved individuals, often celebrated in literature. 

7. James Baldwin reflected the Civil Rights Movement in works such as The Fire Next 

Time. 

8. Caribbean writers use postcolonial critique to question colonial legacies and highlight 

failures of post-independence leadership. 

9. Sam Selvon depicted migration and labour struggles in The Lonely Londoners. 

10. Both traditions share the concern of resilience. 

Long-Answer Questions 

11. Basic response: Slavery and emancipation shaped diaspora literature through abolitionist 

writings. Value-added response: Douglass and Jacobs provided personal testimonies that 

combined political argument with lived experience. 

12. Basic response: Literature responded to political movements by critiquing injustice and 

affirming identity. Value-added response: Baldwin, Angelou, and Lamming exemplify how 

literature became a voice for activism and critique. 

13. Basic response: Migration, labour, class struggles, and globalisation shaped themes of 

displacement and belonging. Value-added response: Selvon and Rushdie illustrate how 

diaspora literature reflects both challenges and cultural hybridity in global contexts. 

14. Basic response: African-American and Caribbean literatures both highlight resilience 

and critique. Value-added response: African-American literature emphasises Civil Rights and 

Black Power, while Caribbean literature focuses on colonial legacies and globalisation. 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4] 

Part 4.1 

1. Political 

2. Frederick Douglass 

3. European 

4. Futures 

5. George Lamming 
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Part 4.2 

1. Resistance 

2. James Baldwin 

3. Colonialism 

4. George Lamming 

5. Resilience 

Part 4.3 

1. Class 

2. Sam Selvon 

3. Economies 

4. Identity 

5. Derek Walcott 

Part 4.4 

1. Empowerment 

2. James Baldwin 

3. Creativity 

4. Derek Walcott 

5. Critique 

 

References and Attributions [Series 4] 

• Figures 

• Figure 4.1: Slavery, emancipation, and abolitionist writings shaping diaspora 

literature – AI-generated suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram 

showing how slavery, emancipation, and abolitionist writings influenced diaspora 

literature, with examples from Frederick Douglass and other abolitionist writers.” 

Suggested search string: “diaspora literature slavery emancipation abolitionist 

writings OER.” 

• Figure 4.2: Civil Rights and Black Power shaping African-American writing – 

AI-generated suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing how Civil 

Rights and Black Power movements influenced African-American literature, with 

examples from James Baldwin and Maya Angelou.” Suggested search string: 

“African-American literature Civil Rights Black Power OER.” 

• Figure 4.3: Migration, labour, and class struggles shaping diaspora writing – AI-

generated suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing how 

migration, labour, and class struggles influence diaspora literature, with examples 
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from Caribbean and African-American traditions.” Suggested search string: 

“diaspora literature migration labour class struggles OER.” 

• Figure 4.4: African-American responses to historical and political movements – 

AI-generated suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing African-

American literary responses to slavery, emancipation, Civil Rights, and Black 

Power, with examples from Baldwin and Angelou.” Suggested search string: 

“African-American literature historical political responses OER.” 

• Boxes 

• Box 4.1: Selected diaspora works responding to historical movements – AI-

generated suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing selected 

diaspora works responding to historical movements, including Frederick 

Douglass, Harriet Jacobs, George Lamming, and Derek Walcott.” Suggested 

search string: “diaspora literature independence postcolonial narratives OER.” 

• Box 4.2: Selected diaspora works responding to political movements – AI-

generated suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing selected 

diaspora works responding to political movements, including James Baldwin, 

Maya Angelou, George Lamming, and Derek Walcott.” Suggested search string: 

“diaspora literature Caribbean political struggles postcolonial critique OER.” 

• Box 4.3: Selected diaspora works responding to socioeconomic movements – AI-

generated suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing selected 

diaspora works responding to socioeconomic movements, including Claude 

McKay, Sam Selvon, Salman Rushdie, and Derek Walcott.” Suggested search 

string: “diaspora literature globalisation cultural identity OER.” 

• Box 4.4: Comparative literary responses in diaspora traditions – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box comparing African-American 

and Caribbean literary responses to historical, political, and socioeconomic 

movements.” Suggested search string: “comparative diaspora literature African-

American Caribbean responses OER.” 

• Key Terms and Concepts 

• Definitions of abolitionist writings, Civil Rights Movement, Black Power 

Movement, emancipation, independence, migration, labour, class struggles, 

globalisation, postcolonial narratives, and postcolonial critique were 

introduced and explained within the instructional content of Series 4. 

• Open Educational Resources (OERs) 

• Suggested search strings throughout Series 4 are intended to guide learners and 

instructors towards open-access diagrams, tables, and scholarly materials that can 

supplement the instructional content. 

 

Course Code: LIT 403 
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Course Title: African-American and Caribbean Literature 

Course Credit Load: 2 Units 

Series 1: Survey of African-American and Caribbean Diaspora Literature 

Series 2: Thematic and Aesthetic Preoccupations of Diaspora Writers 

Series 3: Influence of Home Countries on Diaspora Literature 

Series 4: Literary Responses to History, Politics, and Socioeconomic Movements 

Series 5: Contemporary Trends in African-American and Caribbean Literature 

Proposed Outline for Series 5 

Part 5.1: Emerging themes in contemporary literature 

• Sub-Part 5.1.1: Identity, hybridity, and cultural negotiation 

• Sub-Part 5.1.2: Memory, trauma, and healing 

Part 5.2: New literary forms and genres 

• Sub-Part 5.2.1: Spoken word, performance poetry, and hip-hop influences 

• Sub-Part 5.2.2: Experimental fiction and cross-genre writing 

Part 5.3: Globalisation and transnational perspectives 

• Sub-Part 5.3.1: Diaspora voices in global contexts 

• Sub-Part 5.3.2: Digital platforms and contemporary publishing 

Part 5.4: Comparative perspectives on contemporary African-American and Caribbean 

literature 

• Sub-Part 5.4.1: Shared concerns in identity and resistance 

• Sub-Part 5.4.2: Distinctive approaches to globalisation and cultural hybridity 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

In the last Series, we examined how diaspora literature responds to historical, political, and 

socioeconomic movements, showing how writers transform lived realities into powerful 

narratives. Building on that foundation, this Series turns to contemporary African-American and 

Caribbean literature, where new themes, forms, and global contexts continue to shape creative 

expression. These developments are vital for understanding how literature evolves in response to 
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modern challenges and opportunities, and how it remains a voice for identity, resistance, and 

cultural negotiation. 

The aim of this Series is to explore contemporary trends in African-American and Caribbean 

literature, focusing on emerging themes, innovative forms, global perspectives, and comparative 

insights. By doing so, it equips you with the ability to critically engage with modern literary 

practices and assess their relevance to diaspora traditions today. 

We shall commence this Series by examining emerging themes such as identity, hybridity, 

memory, and healing. Next, we will explore new literary forms and genres, including spoken 

word, performance poetry, and experimental fiction. Following that, we will consider 

globalisation and transnational perspectives, paying attention to diaspora voices in global 

contexts and the role of digital platforms. Finally, we will bring the Series to a close with 

comparative perspectives, highlighting both shared concerns and distinctive approaches in 

contemporary African-American and Caribbean literature. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 5.1 analyse emerging themes in contemporary African-American and Caribbean 

literature, including identity, hybridity, memory, and healing, 

• SLO 5.2 explain how new literary forms and genres such as spoken word, performance 

poetry, hip-hop influences, and experimental fiction shape contemporary writing, 

• SLO 5.3 evaluate the impact of globalisation and transnational perspectives on diaspora 

voices, including the role of digital platforms and publishing, and 

• SLO 5.4 compare contemporary African-American and Caribbean literary responses, 

identifying both shared concerns and distinctive approaches to globalisation and cultural 

hybridity. 

 

 

 

5.1 Emerging Themes in Contemporary Literature 
5.1.1 Identity, hybridity, and cultural negotiation 

One of the most prominent themes in contemporary diaspora literature is identity, which refers 

to the way individuals and communities define themselves in relation to heritage, culture, and 

society. Writers often explore how identity is shaped by both local traditions and global 

influences. Closely linked is hybridity, the blending of cultural elements from different origins, 

which creates new forms of expression and belonging. 

Another important concept is cultural negotiation, the process by which individuals and 

communities balance multiple cultural influences, often navigating tensions between tradition 
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and modernity. Contemporary African-American and Caribbean writers use literature to depict 

these negotiations, showing how identity is fluid and dynamic. 

Fill in the blank: Hybridity refers to the blending of cultural elements from different 

__________. 

 

Figure 5.1: Identity, hybridity, and cultural negotiation in contemporary writing  

5.1.2 Memory, trauma, and healing 

Contemporary literature also engages deeply with memory, which refers to the recollection of 

past experiences, often collective or historical. Writers use memory to preserve cultural heritage 

and to confront painful histories. Related to this is trauma, the emotional and psychological 

impact of experiences such as slavery, colonialism, or migration. Literature provides a space to 

articulate trauma, making it visible and open to reflection. 

Equally significant is healing, the process of recovery and restoration through storytelling. By 

narrating trauma and memory, writers create opportunities for resilience and transformation. This 

theme is especially visible in works that address generational trauma, showing how literature can 

contribute to collective healing. 

Fill in the blank: Literature provides a space to articulate trauma, making it __________ and 

open to reflection. 

Author Key Work Focus: Identity, Hybridity, & Memory 

Toni 

Morrison 
Beloved 

Memory & Trauma: A seminal work exploring 

"rememory"—the process of confronting the "ghosts" of 

slavery to achieve individual and collective healing. 

Edwidge 

Danticat 

Breath, Eyes, 

Memory 

Generational Trauma: Addresses the complexities of the 

Haitian-American experience, focusing on how cultural 

expectations and historical trauma are passed down through 

women. 
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Author Key Work Focus: Identity, Hybridity, & Memory 

Junot Díaz 

The Brief 

Wondrous Life of 

Oscar Wao 

Hybridity & Negotiation: Uses a "Spanglish" linguistic style 

and pop-culture references to explore the Dominican-

American identity under the shadow of the Trujillo 

dictatorship (the fukú curse). 

Derek 

Walcott 
The Prodigal 

Belonging & Exile: A late-career poetic reflection on the 

"prodigal" return to the Caribbean, weighing the pull of 

European culture against the grounding reality of home. 

Box 5.1: Selected contemporary works exploring emerging themes 

Pilot questions 5.1 

1. Hybridity refers to the blending of cultural elements from different __________. 

2. Which African-American writer explored memory, trauma, and healing in Beloved? 

3. Cultural negotiation involves balancing multiple __________ influences. 

4. Literature provides a space to articulate trauma, making it __________ and open to 

reflection. 

5. Name one Caribbean writer whose work addresses generational trauma and cultural 

negotiation. 

 

5.2 New Literary Forms and Genres 
5.2.1 Spoken word, performance poetry, and hip-hop influences 

Contemporary African-American and Caribbean literature has embraced spoken word, a form of 

performance-based poetry that emphasises rhythm, voice, and audience engagement. Spoken 

word often addresses social justice, identity, and cultural pride, making it a powerful tool for 

community expression. Closely related is performance poetry, which combines literary artistry 

with theatrical delivery, turning poetry into a live experience. 

Another significant influence is hip-hop, a cultural movement that includes music, dance, and 

visual art, but also shapes literary expression. Hip-hop poetry and rap lyrics often highlight 

themes of resistance, urban life, and cultural identity, bridging the gap between oral traditions 

and contemporary literature. 

Fill in the blank: Spoken word is a performance-based form of poetry that emphasises 

__________, voice, and audience engagement. 
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Plate 5.1: Spoken word and performance poetry in contemporary literature 

5.2.2 Experimental fiction and cross-genre writing 

Contemporary writers also experiment with fiction, moving beyond traditional narrative 

structures to explore new forms of storytelling. Experimental fiction refers to literary works that 

challenge conventional techniques, often using fragmented narratives, shifting perspectives, or 

blending prose with poetry. 

Another trend is cross-genre writing, where authors combine elements of different genres such 

as fiction, memoir, history, and fantasy. This blending allows writers to explore complex themes 

in innovative ways, reflecting the diversity of diaspora experiences. Writers like Toni Morrison, 

Junot Díaz, and Jamaica Kincaid have used experimental and cross-genre approaches to push the 

boundaries of contemporary literature. 

Fill in the blank: Cross-genre writing combines elements of different __________ to explore 

complex themes. 

Author Key Work Form & Innovation 

Saul 

Williams 

Said the Shotgun 

to the Head 

Spoken Word/Performance: Infuses written poetry with the 

rhythmic cadence and improvisational energy of hip-hop and 

slam poetry culture. 

Nikki 

Giovanni 

Ego-Tripping and 

Other Poems 

Performance Poetry: Uses highly rhythmic, declarative 

language to center Black identity and cultural pride, bridging 

the gap between page and stage. 

Junot Díaz 

The Brief 

Wondrous Life of 

Oscar Wao 

Experimental Fiction: Utilizes a collage of footnotes, 

shifting perspectives, Spanglish, and pop-culture references 

to deconstruct historical trauma. 
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Author Key Work Form & Innovation 

Jamaica 

Kincaid 
A Small Place 

Cross-Genre: A searing blend of personal memoir, 

travelogue, and polemical political critique that exposes the 

colonial architecture of Antigua. 

Box 5.2: Selected contemporary works exploring new literary forms 

Pilot questions 5.2 

1. Spoken word is a performance-based form of poetry that emphasises __________, voice, 

and audience engagement. 

2. Which cultural movement has influenced contemporary literature through poetry and rap 

lyrics? 

3. Experimental fiction often uses fragmented __________ and shifting perspectives. 

4. Cross-genre writing combines elements of different __________ to explore complex 

themes. 

5. Name one Caribbean writer whose work blends memoir and political critique. 

 

5.3 Globalisation and Transnational Perspectives 
5.3.1 Diaspora voices in global contexts 

Contemporary African-American and Caribbean literature increasingly reflects globalisation, 

which refers to the growing interconnectedness of economies, cultures, and societies worldwide. 

Writers situate diaspora voices within global contexts, exploring how identity and belonging are 

shaped by international migration, cultural exchange, and global politics. 

These works often highlight transnational perspectives, meaning viewpoints that cross national 

boundaries and emphasise shared experiences across different regions. Literature in this area 

demonstrates how diaspora writers engage with global issues such as inequality, cultural 

hybridity, and solidarity, while still maintaining strong connections to local traditions. 

Fill in the blank: Transnational perspectives emphasise shared experiences across different 

__________. 
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Figure 5.2: Globalisation and transnational perspectives in contemporary writing  

5.3.2 Digital platforms and contemporary publishing 

Another important trend is the role of digital platforms, which refers to online spaces such as 

blogs, social media, and e-publishing tools that allow writers to share their work globally. These 

platforms have expanded access to literature, enabling diaspora voices to reach wider audiences 

and fostering new forms of collaboration. 

Contemporary publishing has also been transformed by digital technologies, making it easier for 

writers to experiment with multimedia formats and interactive storytelling. This shift has created 

opportunities for emerging writers to bypass traditional publishing barriers and engage directly 

with readers. 

Fill in the blank: Digital platforms have expanded access to literature, enabling diaspora voices 

to reach __________ audiences. 

Author Key Work Global/Digital Context 

Chimamanda 

Ngozi Adichie 
Americanah 

Migration & Global Identity: Explores the "Ifemelu" 

experience—navigating the racial hierarchies of the US 

and UK while maintaining a digital connection to 

Nigeria through blogging. 

Marlon James 
A Brief History of 

Seven Killings 

Transnational Politics: A sprawling, polyphonic 

narrative that tracks the movement of people and 

political instability between Jamaica and the United 

States. 

Warsan Shire 

Teaching My 

Mother How to 

Give Birth 

Digital Circulation: A primary example of 

"Instapoetry" or digital-first literature, where her work 

gained a massive global following via social media 

before traditional publication. 
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Author Key Work Global/Digital Context 

Teju Cole Open City 

Urban Cosmopolitanism: Features a "flâneur" 

protagonist who traverses New York and Brussels, using 

the city as a map to discuss global history, art, and the 

interconnectedness of human suffering. 

Box 5.3: Selected contemporary works reflecting globalisation and digital publishing 

Pilot questions 5.3 

1. Transnational perspectives emphasise shared experiences across different __________. 

2. Which Nigerian writer explored migration and globalisation in Americanah? 

3. Digital platforms have expanded access to literature, enabling diaspora voices to reach 

__________ audiences. 

4. Name one Caribbean writer whose work reflects transnational perspectives on politics 

and culture. 

5. Which Somali-British poet gained global recognition through digital platforms? 

 

5.4 Comparative Perspectives on Contemporary African-American and Caribbean 
Literature 
5.4.1 Shared concerns in identity and resistance 

Contemporary African-American and Caribbean literature share common concerns, particularly 

around identity, which refers to the way individuals and communities define themselves, and 

resistance, the act of opposing injustice and oppression through creative expression. Writers 

from both traditions use literature to affirm cultural pride, challenge stereotypes, and highlight 

resilience. 

These shared concerns demonstrate how literature functions as a collective voice, bridging 

geographical boundaries while addressing universal struggles. Themes of racial justice, cultural 

hybridity, and empowerment are evident across both traditions, showing how contemporary 

writers continue to build on historical legacies. 

Fill in the blank: Both African-American and Caribbean writers use literature to affirm cultural 

pride and highlight __________. 
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Figure 5.3: Shared concerns in identity and resistance  

5.4.2 Distinctive approaches to globalisation and cultural hybridity 

While there are shared concerns, African-American and Caribbean writers also adopt distinctive 

approaches to globalisation and cultural hybridity. African-American literature often engages 

with urban experiences, hip-hop culture, and global racial politics, while Caribbean literature 

tends to emphasise migration, postcolonial critique, and the blending of local traditions with 

global influences. 

These differences highlight the diversity within diaspora literature, showing how each tradition 

responds uniquely to globalisation. Caribbean writers may foreground the tension between 

homeland and diaspora, while African-American writers often situate their narratives within 

broader global struggles for racial justice. 

Fill in the blank: Caribbean writers often foreground the tension between __________ and 

diaspora in their works. 

Feature African-American Approach Caribbean Approach 

Primary 

Cultural 

Engine 

Urbanism & Hip-Hop: Leverages 

the global reach of Black American 

urban culture and music to critique 

systemic racial politics. 

The "Middle Passage" & Creolization: 

Focuses on the literal and metaphorical 

"crossing" of seas to critique colonial 

legacies. 

Geographic 

Focus 

The Domestic Global: Examines 

how global white supremacy and 

capital affect local urban centers 

like Harlem, Chicago, or Atlanta. 

Transnational Tension: Focuses on the 

"back-and-forth" between the island 

homeland and the imperial center 

(London, NYC, Toronto). 

Mode of 

Hybridity 

Aesthetic Fusion: Blends high-art 

literary forms with "street" 

Linguistic Fusion: Blends European 

colonial languages with local 
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Feature African-American Approach Caribbean Approach 

aesthetics, spoken word, and digital 

media to assert cultural pride. 

patois/creole to create a distinct, 

postcolonial linguistic hybrid. 

Central Goal 

Equality & Power: Seeks to 

redefine the Black experience as a 

central, powerful narrative within 

the global democratic project. 

Reclamation & Critique: Seeks to 

"write back" to the center, exposing the 

failures of both the colonial past and 

post-independence governance. 

Box 5.4: Comparative perspectives in contemporary literature 

Pilot questions 5.4 

1. Both African-American and Caribbean writers use literature to affirm cultural pride and 

highlight __________. 

2. Which cultural movement has strongly influenced African-American approaches to 

globalisation? 

3. Caribbean writers often foreground the tension between __________ and diaspora in 

their works. 

4. Name one shared concern between African-American and Caribbean contemporary 

literature. 

5. Distinctive approaches to globalisation highlight the diversity within __________ 

literature. 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has explored contemporary trends in African-American and Caribbean literature, 

highlighting how modern writers continue to innovate while engaging with themes of identity, 

resistance, and globalisation. We began with emerging themes such as hybridity, cultural 

negotiation, memory, trauma, and healing. Then we examined new literary forms and genres, 

including spoken word, performance poetry, hip-hop influences, and experimental fiction. 

Moving forward, we considered globalisation and transnational perspectives, focusing on 

diaspora voices in global contexts and the role of digital platforms. Finally, we compared 

African-American and Caribbean approaches, noting both shared concerns and distinctive 

responses to globalisation and cultural hybridity. 

By completing this Series, you should now be able to analyse emerging themes (SLO 5.1), 

explain new literary forms (SLO 5.2), evaluate globalisation and transnational perspectives (SLO 

5.3), and compare African-American and Caribbean literary responses (SLO 5.4). These 

outcomes equip you with the skills to critically engage with contemporary literature and to 

appreciate how modern writers extend and transform diaspora traditions. 
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Glossary of Terms 

• Cultural negotiation: The process of balancing multiple cultural influences, often 

between tradition and modernity. 

• Cross-genre writing: Literary works that combine elements of different genres such as 

fiction, memoir, and history. 

• Digital platforms: Online spaces such as blogs, social media, and e-publishing tools that 

allow writers to share their work globally. 

• Experimental fiction: Literary works that challenge conventional narrative techniques, 

often using fragmented structures or shifting perspectives. 

• Globalisation: The growing interconnectedness of economies, cultures, and societies 

worldwide. 

• Hip-hop: A cultural movement influencing literature through rap lyrics and poetry, often 

highlighting themes of resistance and identity. 

• Hybridity: The blending of cultural elements from different origins to create new forms 

of identity and expression. 

• Identity: The way individuals and communities define themselves in relation to heritage, 

culture, and society. 

• Memory: The recollection of past experiences, often collective or historical, used in 

literature to preserve heritage and confront history. 

• Performance poetry: Poetry delivered in a theatrical or live format, emphasising 

rhythm, voice, and audience engagement. 

• Resistance: The act of opposing injustice and oppression through creative expression. 

• Spoken word: A performance-based form of poetry that emphasises rhythm, voice, and 

audience interaction. 

• Trauma: The emotional and psychological impact of painful experiences such as slavery, 

colonialism, or migration. 

• Transnational perspectives: Viewpoints that cross national boundaries and emphasise 

shared experiences across different regions. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 5] 

Objective Questions 

1. Hybridity refers to the blending of cultural elements from different __________. (Linked 

to SLO 5.1) 

2. Spoken word is a performance-based form of poetry that emphasises __________, voice, 

and audience engagement. (Linked to SLO 5.2) 
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3. Transnational perspectives emphasise shared experiences across different __________. 

(Linked to SLO 5.3) 

4. Both African-American and Caribbean writers use literature to affirm cultural pride and 

highlight __________. (Linked to SLO 5.4) 

Short-Answer Questions 

5. Define cultural negotiation in the context of contemporary diaspora literature. (Linked to 

SLO 5.1) 

6. Name one African-American writer whose work reflects experimental fiction. (Linked to 

SLO 5.2) 

7. Explain how digital platforms have influenced contemporary publishing. (Linked to SLO 

5.3) 

8. Identify one shared concern between African-American and Caribbean contemporary 

literature. (Linked to SLO 5.4) 

Long-Answer Questions 

9. Analyse how identity, hybridity, and cultural negotiation are represented in contemporary 

African-American and Caribbean literature. (Linked to SLO 5.1) 

• Basic response: Identity and hybridity are central themes, with writers showing 

how individuals balance multiple cultural influences. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may reference works such as Junot 

Díaz’s The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao and Edwidge Danticat’s Breath, 

Eyes, Memory to illustrate cultural negotiation and hybridity. 

10. Explain the significance of spoken word, performance poetry, and hip-hop influences in 

shaping contemporary literature. (Linked to SLO 5.2) 

• Basic response: These forms emphasise rhythm, voice, and cultural pride, making 

literature more accessible and engaging. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may cite Saul Williams and Nikki 

Giovanni as examples of how spoken word and hip-hop culture have expanded literary 

expression. 

11. Evaluate the impact of globalisation and digital platforms on diaspora voices. (Linked to 

SLO 5.3) 

• Basic response: Globalisation and digital platforms have broadened access to literature 

and allowed diaspora writers to reach wider audiences. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may discuss Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s 

Americanah and Warsan Shire’s poetry as examples of how globalisation and digital 

publishing shape contemporary narratives. 

12. Compare African-American and Caribbean approaches to globalisation and cultural 

hybridity. (Linked to SLO 5.4) 
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• Basic response: Both traditions share concerns of identity and resistance but adopt 

distinctive approaches to globalisation. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may contrast African-American literature’s 

engagement with hip-hop and global racial politics with Caribbean literature’s focus on 

migration, homeland–diaspora tension, and postcolonial critique. 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5] 

Objective Questions 

1. Origins 

2. Rhythm 

3. Regions 

4. Resilience 

Short-Answer Questions 

5. Cultural negotiation is the process of balancing multiple cultural influences, often 

between tradition and modernity. 

6. Junot Díaz reflected experimental fiction in The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao. 

7. Digital platforms have enabled writers to bypass traditional publishing barriers, reach 

global audiences, and experiment with multimedia formats. 

8. A shared concern is identity. 

Long-Answer Questions 

9. Basic response: Identity, hybridity, and cultural negotiation are central themes in 

contemporary diaspora literature. Value-added response: Díaz and Danticat exemplify how 

hybridity and negotiation are explored through narrative. 

10. Basic response: Spoken word, performance poetry, and hip-hop influences make 

literature accessible and culturally expressive. Value-added response: Saul Williams and Nikki 

Giovanni show how these forms expand literary boundaries. 

11. Basic response: Globalisation and digital platforms broaden access and visibility for 

diaspora voices. Value-added response: Adichie and Shire illustrate how globalisation and 

digital publishing shape contemporary literature. 

12. Basic response: African-American and Caribbean literatures share concerns but differ in 

their approaches to globalisation. Value-added response: African-American literature 

emphasises hip-hop and racial politics, while Caribbean literature foregrounds migration and 

homeland–diaspora tensions. 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5] 

Part 5.1 

1. Origins 

2. Toni Morrison 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

3. Cultural 

4. Visible 

5. Edwidge Danticat 

Part 5.2 

1. Rhythm 

2. Hip-hop 

3. Narratives 

4. Genres 

5. Jamaica Kincaid 

Part 5.3 

1. Regions 

2. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

3. Global 

4. Marlon James 

5. Warsan Shire 

Part 5.4 

1. Resilience 

2. Hip-hop 

3. Homeland 

4. Identity 

5. Diaspora 

 

References and Attributions [Series 5] 

• Figures 

• Figure 5.1: Identity, hybridity, and cultural negotiation in contemporary writing – 

AI-generated suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing how 

identity, hybridity, and cultural negotiation influence contemporary African-

American and Caribbean literature.” Suggested search string: “diaspora literature 

identity hybridity cultural negotiation OER.” 

• Figure 5.2: Globalisation and transnational perspectives in contemporary writing 

– AI-generated suggestion using the prompt: “Create a diagram showing how 

globalisation and transnational perspectives influence African-American and 

Caribbean literature, with themes of identity, migration, and cultural hybridity.” 
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Suggested search string: “diaspora literature globalisation transnational 

perspectives OER.” 

• Figure 5.3: Shared concerns in identity and resistance – AI-generated suggestion 

using the prompt: “Create a diagram comparing shared concerns of identity and 

resistance in contemporary African-American and Caribbean literature.” 

Suggested search string: “comparative diaspora literature identity resistance 

OER.” 

• Plates 

• Plate 5.1: Spoken word and performance poetry in contemporary literature – AI-

generated suggestion using the prompt: “Generate an image of a spoken word 

performance with a poet on stage engaging an audience.” Suggested search string: 

“spoken word performance poetry hip-hop literature OER.” 

• Boxes 

• Box 5.1: Selected contemporary works exploring emerging themes – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing selected contemporary 

works exploring identity, hybridity, memory, trauma, and healing, including Toni 

Morrison, Edwidge Danticat, Junot Díaz, and Derek Walcott.” Suggested search 

string: “contemporary African-American Caribbean literature identity trauma 

healing OER.” 

• Box 5.2: Selected contemporary works exploring new literary forms – AI-

generated suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box listing selected 

contemporary works exploring spoken word, performance poetry, hip-hop 

influences, experimental fiction, and cross-genre writing.” Suggested search 

string: “contemporary African-American Caribbean literature experimental fiction 

cross-genre OER.” 

• Box 5.3: Selected contemporary works reflecting globalisation and digital 

publishing – AI-generated suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box 

listing selected contemporary works reflecting globalisation and digital 

publishing, including Adichie, James, Shire, and Cole.” Suggested search string: 

“contemporary diaspora literature globalisation digital publishing OER.” 

• Box 5.4: Comparative perspectives in contemporary literature – AI-generated 

suggestion using the prompt: “Generate a text box comparing African-American 

and Caribbean approaches to globalisation and cultural hybridity in contemporary 

literature.” Suggested search string: “comparative African-American Caribbean 

literature globalisation hybridity OER.” 

• Key Terms and Concepts 

• Definitions of identity, hybridity, cultural negotiation, memory, trauma, 

healing, spoken word, performance poetry, hip-hop, experimental fiction, 

cross-genre writing, globalisation, digital platforms, resistance, and 

transnational perspectives were introduced and explained within the 

instructional content of Series 5. 
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• Open Educational Resources (OERs) 

• Suggested search strings throughout Series 5 are intended to guide learners and 

instructors towards open-access diagrams, tables, and scholarly materials that can 

supplement the instructional content. 

 


