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SERIES 1: Theories and Concepts of 

Development 

Series outline 

• Part 1.1 Foundations of Development Concepts 

• 1.1.1 Definition of Development 

• 1.1.2 Sociology of Development as a Field 

• 1.1.3 Distinction between Economic Development and Sociology of Development 

• Part 1.2 Modernisation Theory 

• 1.2.1 Core Assumptions of Modernisation 

• 1.2.2 Social and Cultural Dimensions 

• 1.2.3 Critiques of Modernisation 

• Part 1.3 Dependency and Mode of Production Theories 

• 1.3.1 Dependency Theory and Global Inequalities 

• 1.3.2 Mode of Production Analysis 

• 1.3.3 Comparative Insights between Dependency and Modernisation 

• Part 1.4 Contributions of Classical Thinkers 

• 1.4.1 Max Weber’s Role in Sociology of Development 

• 1.4.2 Value Systems, Norms, and Cultural Imperatives 

• 1.4.3 Non-Economic Factors in Development 

 

Introduction 
Development is one of the most widely debated concepts in sociology and the social sciences. It 

is not only about economic growth, but also about the transformation of societies, cultures, and 

institutions. For learners of sociology, understanding the theories and concepts of development 

provides a foundation for analysing how societies change, why inequalities persist, and what 

factors drive progress or stagnation. This Series will therefore set the stage for deeper 

exploration of the sociology of development by introducing you to the major theoretical 

perspectives and classical contributions. 

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to define and explain the concept of 

development, critically analyse the major theories such as modernisation and dependency, and 
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evaluate the contributions of classical thinkers like Max Weber to the rise of sociology of 

development. 

We shall commence this Series by examining the foundations of development concepts, 

including the definition of development and the distinction between economic development and 

sociology of development. Next, we will explore modernisation theory, its assumptions, and 

critiques. Following that, we will move on to dependency and mode of production theories, 

considering their insights into global inequalities and comparative perspectives. Finally, we will 

conclude with the contributions of classical thinkers, focusing on Max Weber and the role of 

value systems, norms, and cultural imperatives as non-economic determinants of development. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 1.1 define the concept of development and distinguish between economic 

development and sociology of development, 

• SLO 1.2 explain the assumptions and social dimensions of modernisation theory, 

• SLO 1.3 analyse the critiques of modernisation theory in relation to societal change, 

• SLO 1.4 describe the key principles of dependency theory and mode of production 

analysis, 

• SLO 1.5 compare dependency theory with modernisation theory in explaining global 

inequalities, and 

• SLO 1.6 evaluate the contributions of Max Weber and other classical thinkers to the rise 

of sociology of development, with particular attention to value systems, norms, and 

cultural imperatives as non-economic determinants of development. 

 

1.1 Foundations of Development Concepts 
1.1.1 Definition of development 
The term development refers to the process of change and improvement in the economic, social, 

and cultural conditions of a society. In sociology, development is not limited to economic 

growth, but also includes transformations in institutions, values, and relationships that shape how 

people live. Development therefore encompasses both material progress and social change. 

Fill in the blank: Development in sociology is not limited to __________ growth, but also 

includes transformations in institutions and values. 
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Diagram showing the multidimensional aspects of development (economic, social, cultural, 

political). Figure 1.1: Dimensions of development  

 

1.1.2 Sociology of development as a field 
The sociology of development is a branch of sociology that studies how societies change, the 

factors that drive or hinder progress, and the consequences of development for social structures. 

It focuses on the interplay between economic processes and social institutions, highlighting how 

cultural values, norms, and political arrangements influence development outcomes. Unlike 

economics, which often emphasises measurable growth indicators, sociology of development 

examines the broader social implications of change. 
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Fill in the blank: The sociology of development highlights how __________ values and norms 

influence development outcomes. 

Box 1.1: Key focus areas of sociology of development 

 

1.1.3 Distinction between economic development and sociology of development 
Economic development refers to improvements in income levels, production, and material 

wealth, often measured through indicators such as GDP, employment rates, and industrial output. 

In contrast, sociology of development examines how these economic changes affect society, 

including family structures, social relations, and cultural practices. While economics may ask 

how to increase production, sociology asks how increased production reshapes social life. 
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Fill in the blank: Economic development focuses on measurable indicators such as __________, 

while sociology of development examines social implications of change. 

Table 1.1: Comparison between economic development and sociology of development 

 

Pilot questions 1.1 

1. Define development in sociological terms. 

2. What is the primary focus of sociology of development? 

3. List two ways sociology of development differs from economic development. 

4. Which indicators are commonly used to measure economic development? 
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5. How does sociology of development view the role of cultural values in progress? 

 

1.2 Modernisation Theory 
1.2.1 Core assumptions of modernisation 
Modernisation theory is a perspective that explains development as a linear process in which 

societies evolve from traditional to modern stages. It assumes that all societies follow similar 

paths of progress, moving from agrarian economies to industrialised and technologically 

advanced systems. The theory highlights the importance of adopting modern values, institutions, 

and practices as prerequisites for development. 

Fill in the blank: Modernisation theory assumes that societies evolve from __________ 

economies to industrialised systems. 
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Diagram showing the linear stages of modernisation (traditional → transitional → modern). 

Figure 1.2: Stages of modernisation  

 

1.2.2 Social and cultural dimensions 
Modernisation theory emphasises the role of social values and cultural norms in shaping 

development. For example, societies that encourage innovation, rationality, and achievement are 

considered more likely to progress. Education, urbanisation, and secularisation are seen as key 

drivers of modernisation. The theory suggests that cultural change is as important as economic 

growth in achieving development. 

Fill in the blank: According to modernisation theory, cultural change is as important as 

__________ growth in achieving development. 
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Image showing urbanisation and education as drivers of modernisation. Plate 1.1: Social and 

cultural drivers of modernisation  

 

1.2.3 Critiques of modernisation 
Critics argue that modernisation theory is overly simplistic and ethnocentric. It assumes that 

Western societies represent the ideal model of development, ignoring the diversity of cultural 

and historical experiences across the world. Furthermore, it overlooks structural inequalities in 

the global system, such as colonial legacies and dependency relationships, which hinder 

development in many regions. 

Fill in the blank: Critics argue that modernisation theory is __________ because it assumes 

Western societies are the ideal model of development. 
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Box 1.2: Key critiques of modernisation theory 

 

Pilot questions 1.2 

1. What does modernisation theory assume about the path of societal development? 

2. Identify two social or cultural drivers of modernisation. 

3. Why is modernisation theory considered ethnocentric? 

4. What role does education play in modernisation theory? 

5. List one major critique of modernisation theory related to global inequalities. 
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1.3 Dependency and Mode of Production Theories 
1.3.1 Dependency theory and global inequalities 
Dependency theory argues that underdevelopment in many countries is not simply a stage 

before modernisation, but rather the result of structural relationships between developed and 

developing nations. It highlights how resources flow from poorer countries to richer ones, 

reinforcing global inequalities. According to this perspective, developing nations remain 

dependent on industrialised economies for capital, technology, and markets, which limits their 

ability to achieve autonomous growth. 

Fill in the blank: Dependency theory argues that underdevelopment results from structural 

relationships between __________ and developing nations. 
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Diagram showing resource flow from developing countries to developed countries. Figure 1.3: 

Resource flow in dependency theory  

 

1.3.2 Mode of production analysis 
The mode of production refers to the way in which societies organise the production of goods 

and services, including the relations between labour, capital, and ownership. In sociology of 

development, mode of production analysis examines how economic systems such as feudalism, 

capitalism, and socialism shape social structures and development outcomes. It emphasises that 

development cannot be understood without considering the underlying economic relations that 

determine how resources are produced and distributed. 
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Fill in the blank: Mode of production analysis examines how economic systems such as 

__________ shape social structures and development outcomes. 

Table 1.2: Examples of modes of production and their features 

 

1.3.3 Comparative insights between dependency and modernisation 
While modernisation theory views underdevelopment as a transitional stage, dependency 

theory sees it as a structural condition created by global inequalities. Modernisation emphasises 

internal cultural change, whereas dependency highlights external economic exploitation. Mode 

of production analysis complements dependency theory by showing how internal economic 
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structures interact with global systems. Together, these perspectives provide contrasting but 

valuable insights into why some societies develop more rapidly than others. 

Fill in the blank: Modernisation theory views underdevelopment as a transitional stage, while 

dependency theory sees it as a __________ condition created by global inequalities. 

Box 1.3: Key differences between modernisation and dependency theories 

 

Pilot questions 1.3 

1. What does dependency theory argue about the causes of underdevelopment? 

2. How does resource flow between nations reinforce global inequalities? 
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3. Define mode of production and give one example. 

4. Compare capitalism and socialism as modes of production in terms of development 

outcomes. 

5. What is the main difference between modernisation and dependency theories? 

 

1.4 Contributions of Classical Thinkers 
1.4.1 Max Weber’s role in sociology of development 
Max Weber was a classical sociologist whose ideas significantly influenced the rise of 

sociology of development. He argued that cultural values and religious beliefs, particularly those 

found in Protestant ethics, could shape economic behaviour and development outcomes. Weber 

emphasised that development is not only driven by material conditions, but also by the value 

systems that motivate individuals and societies. His work highlighted the importance of linking 

cultural imperatives with economic progress. 

Fill in the blank: Max Weber argued that __________ ethics influenced economic behaviour and 

development outcomes. 
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Diagram showing the link between cultural values, religious beliefs, and economic behaviour. 

Figure 1.4: Max Weber’s cultural determinants of development  

 

1.4.2 Value systems, norms, and cultural imperatives 
A value system refers to the set of principles and beliefs that guide behaviour within a society. 

Norms are the expected standards of behaviour, while cultural imperatives are practices 

considered essential for maintaining social order. In the context of development, these non-

economic factors influence how societies organise themselves, pursue progress, and respond to 

change. For example, societies that value innovation and achievement may experience faster 

economic growth compared to those that emphasise tradition and conformity. 
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Fill in the blank: A value system refers to the set of __________ and beliefs that guide behaviour 

within a society. 

Box 1.4: Examples of non-economic factors influencing development 

 

1.4.3 Non-economic factors in development 
Non-economic factors such as cultural values, social norms, and political institutions play a 

crucial role in shaping development outcomes. They determine how resources are used, how 

societies adapt to change, and how individuals pursue opportunities. For instance, Nigeria’s rapid 

development has been influenced not only by economic policies, but also by cultural imperatives 
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such as communal solidarity and respect for authority. These factors can either accelerate or 

hinder progress depending on how they interact with economic structures. 

Fill in the blank: Non-economic factors such as cultural values and social norms can either 

__________ or hinder progress depending on their interaction with economic structures. 

Image showing Nigerian society with cultural practices influencing development. Plate 1.2: 

Cultural imperatives in Nigerian development  

 

Pilot questions 1.4 

1. What role did Max Weber play in the rise of sociology of development? 

2. Define value system and explain its importance in development. 
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3. Give two examples of norms that influence development outcomes. 

4. How do cultural imperatives shape economic behaviour? 

5. Explain how non-economic factors contributed to Nigeria’s rapid development. 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has introduced you to the theories and concepts of development, providing a 

foundation for understanding how societies change and progress. We began by exploring the 

definition of development and the distinction between economic development and sociology of 

development. Then, we examined modernisation theory, its assumptions, social dimensions, and 

critiques. Following that, we studied dependency theory and mode of production analysis, 

highlighting how global inequalities and economic structures shape development outcomes. 

Finally, we considered the contributions of classical thinkers, particularly Max Weber, and the 

role of value systems, norms, and cultural imperatives as non-economic determinants of 

development. 

By working through these Parts, you should now be able to define development and distinguish it 

from economic growth, explain the assumptions and critiques of modernisation theory, analyse 

dependency and mode of production perspectives, and evaluate the contributions of Max Weber 

and other classical thinkers. In line with the Series Learning Outcomes, you are equipped to 

critically assess both economic and non-economic factors influencing development, and to apply 

these insights to real-world contexts such as Nigeria’s rapid development. 

 

Glossary of Terms 

• Cultural imperatives: Practices or values considered essential for maintaining social 

order, such as education, family obligations, or religious traditions. 

• Dependency theory: A perspective that explains underdevelopment as the result of 

structural relationships between developed and developing nations, where resources flow 

from poorer countries to richer ones. 

• Development: The process of change and improvement in the economic, social, and 

cultural conditions of a society, encompassing both material progress and social 

transformation. 

• Economic development: Improvements in income levels, production, and material 

wealth, often measured through indicators such as GDP, employment rates, and industrial 

output. 

• Mode of production: The way societies organise the production of goods and services, 

including relations between labour, capital, and ownership, which shapes social structures 

and development outcomes. 
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• Modernisation theory: A perspective that views development as a linear process in 

which societies evolve from traditional to modern stages, emphasising cultural change 

and adoption of modern institutions. 

• Norms: Expected standards of behaviour within a society that guide how individuals act 

and interact. 

• Sociology of development: A branch of sociology that studies how societies change, the 

factors that drive or hinder progress, and the consequences of development for social 

structures and institutions. 

• Value system: A set of principles and beliefs that guide behaviour within a society, 

influencing how individuals and communities pursue progress and respond to change. 

• Weber, Max: A classical sociologist who argued that cultural values and religious 

beliefs, particularly Protestant ethics, could shape economic behaviour and development 

outcomes. 

 

Concept Check Questions 1 

Objective questions 

1. Which theory views development as a linear process from traditional to modern stages? 

(Linked to SLO 1.2) 

2. Dependency theory argues that underdevelopment is caused by: a) Lack of education b) 

Structural global inequalities c) Rapid industrialisation d) Cultural conformity (Linked to 

SLO 1.4) 

3. Max Weber associated economic behaviour with which cultural influence? (Linked to 

SLO 1.6) 

4. Which of the following is a measurable indicator of economic development? a) Family 

structure b) GDP c) Cultural norms d) Value systems (Linked to SLO 1.1) 

5. In mode of production analysis, which system is characterised by private ownership and 

profit motive? (Linked to SLO 1.4) 

Short-answer questions 

1. Define development from a sociological perspective. (Linked to SLO 1.1) 

2. Explain one critique of modernisation theory. (Linked to SLO 1.3) 

3. Describe one feature of socialism as a mode of production. (Linked to SLO 1.4) 

4. State one way in which sociology of development differs from economic development. 

(Linked to SLO 1.1) 

5. Give one example of a non-economic factor that influences development outcomes. 

(Linked to SLO 1.6) 

Long-answer questions 
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1. Analyse the differences between modernisation theory and dependency theory in 

explaining underdevelopment. (Linked to SLO 1.5) 

2. Evaluate the role of non-economic factors such as value systems and cultural imperatives 

in shaping Nigeria’s rapid development. (Linked to SLO 1.6) 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1] 

Objective questions 

1. Modernisation theory. 

2. Structural global inequalities. 

3. Protestant ethics. 

4. GDP. 

5. Capitalism. 

Short-answer questions 

1. Development in sociology refers to the process of change and improvement in economic, 

social, and cultural conditions, including transformations in institutions and values. 

2. One critique is that modernisation theory is ethnocentric, assuming Western societies are 

the ideal model of development. 

3. Socialism features collective ownership and a planned economy, aiming to promote 

equity. 

4. Sociology of development focuses on social structures and cultural values, while 

economic development emphasises measurable indicators like GDP. 

5. Examples include cultural values such as innovation, norms like cooperation, or 

imperatives such as education. 

Long-answer questions 

1. Basic response: Modernisation theory views underdevelopment as a transitional stage, 

emphasising internal cultural change, while dependency theory sees underdevelopment as 

a structural condition caused by global inequalities and exploitation. Value-added 

response: Outstanding learners may highlight that modernisation theory assumes a 

universal path of progress, whereas dependency theory critiques this by showing how 

colonial legacies and unequal trade relations perpetuate dependency. They may also note 

that mode of production analysis complements dependency theory by examining internal 

economic structures. 

2. Basic response: Non-economic factors such as communal solidarity, respect for 

authority, and cultural values have influenced Nigeria’s rapid development alongside 

economic policies. Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by 

evaluating how Nigeria’s cultural imperatives interact with political institutions and 

economic structures, noting both positive contributions (such as emphasis on education 

and family obligations) and challenges (such as traditional practices that may slow 
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innovation). They may also compare Nigeria’s experience with other societies to show 

the broader relevance of non-economic factors. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1] 

Answers to Pilot Questions 1.1 

1. Development in sociological terms refers to change and improvement in economic, 

social, and cultural conditions, including transformations in institutions and values. 

2. The primary focus of sociology of development is the interplay between economic 

processes and social institutions, highlighting cultural and social implications of change. 

3. Sociology of development differs from economic development by focusing on social 

structures and cultural values rather than measurable indicators like GDP. 

4. Common indicators of economic development include GDP, employment rates, and 

industrial output. 

5. Sociology of development views cultural values as key determinants of progress, 

influencing how societies pursue and sustain development. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 1.2 

1. Modernisation theory assumes that societies develop in a linear path from traditional to 

modern stages. 

2. Two social or cultural drivers of modernisation are education and urbanisation. 

3. Modernisation theory is considered ethnocentric because it assumes Western societies are 

the ideal model of development. 

4. Education plays a role by promoting rationality, innovation, and achievement, which are 

seen as essential for modernisation. 

5. A major critique is that modernisation theory neglects global inequalities and historical 

legacies. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 1.3 

1. Dependency theory argues that underdevelopment is caused by structural relationships 

between developed and developing nations. 

2. Resource flow from developing nations to developed nations reinforces global 

inequalities by enriching industrialised economies while limiting poorer nations. 

3. Mode of production refers to how societies organise production, including relations 

between labour, capital, and ownership. One example is capitalism. 

4. Capitalism encourages growth but creates inequalities, while socialism promotes equity 

but may restrict efficiency. 
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5. Modernisation theory views underdevelopment as a transitional stage, while dependency 

theory sees it as a structural condition created by global inequalities. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 1.4 

1. Max Weber contributed to sociology of development by linking cultural values and 

religious beliefs, particularly Protestant ethics, to economic behaviour and development 

outcomes. 

2. A value system is a set of principles and beliefs that guide behaviour within a society, 

shaping how individuals and communities pursue progress. 

3. Two examples of norms influencing development outcomes are cooperation and 

punctuality. 

4. Cultural imperatives shape economic behaviour by motivating individuals to pursue 

practices considered essential, such as education or family obligations. 

5. Non-economic factors such as communal solidarity and respect for authority contributed 

to Nigeria’s rapid development alongside economic policies. 

 

References and Attributions [Series 1] 

General course content 

• The instructional content for Series 1 was developed from the course outline provided in 

SOC 407: Sociology of Development. 

• Concepts such as modernisation theory, dependency theory, mode of production, and 

Max Weber’s contributions were drawn directly from the attached course document. 
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SERIES 2: Socio-Economic Analysis and Growth 

Series outline 

• Part 2.1 Foundations of socio-economic analysis 

• 2.1.1 Definition and scope of socio-economic analysis 
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• 2.1.2 Relationship between development and growth 

• 2.1.3 Key indicators of socio-economic change 

• Part 2.2 Economic factors in development 

• 2.2.1 Value systems and profit motives 

• 2.2.2 Norms and cultural imperatives as determinants 

• 2.2.3 Interaction between economic and social structures 

• Part 2.3 Non-economic factors in socio-economic change 

• 2.3.1 Political institutions and governance 

• 2.3.2 Social norms and family structures 

• 2.3.3 Cultural influences on growth 

• Part 2.4 Comparative perspectives on growth and development 

• 2.4.1 Distinction between economic development and sociology of development 

• 2.4.2 Case insights from Nigeria’s rapid development 

• 2.4.3 Global conditions shaping socio-economic outcomes 

 

 

Introduction 
Economic growth is often seen as the engine of progress, but growth alone does not explain the 

full picture of development. Societies change not only through rising incomes and production, 

but also through shifts in social structures, cultural values, and political arrangements. This 

Series will help you explore the socio-economic dimensions of development, showing how both 

economic and non-economic factors interact to shape outcomes. 

The aim of this Series is to enable you to analyse the relationship between development and 

growth, evaluate the role of economic and non-economic factors, and apply comparative 

perspectives to real-world contexts such as Nigeria’s rapid development. 

We shall commence this Series by examining the foundations of socio-economic analysis, 

including its definition, scope, and key indicators. Next, we will consider economic factors such 

as value systems, profit motives, and norms as determinants of development. Following that, we 

will explore non-economic factors, including political institutions, social norms, and cultural 

influences. Finally, we will wrap up by comparing economic development with sociology of 

development, using Nigeria’s experience and global conditions to highlight how socio-economic 

analysis provides deeper insights into growth and change. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 2.1 define socio-economic analysis and explain its scope in relation to development 

and growth, 

• SLO 2.2 identify and describe key indicators of socio-economic change, 

• SLO 2.3 analyse how economic factors such as value systems, profit motives, and norms 

influence development outcomes, 
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• SLO 2.4 evaluate the role of non-economic factors including political institutions, social 

norms, and cultural influences in shaping socio-economic change, and 

• SLO 2.5 compare economic development with sociology of development, applying 

insights from Nigeria’s rapid development and global conditions. 

 

2.1 Foundations of Socio-Economic Analysis 
2.1.1 Definition and scope of socio-economic analysis 
Socio-economic analysis refers to the study of how social and economic factors interact to 

influence development and growth. It examines the relationship between economic indicators 

such as income, production, and employment, alongside social structures like family, education, 

and cultural values. The scope of socio-economic analysis is broad, covering both measurable 

economic outcomes and the social implications of these changes. 

Fill in the blank: Socio-economic analysis examines the relationship between economic 

indicators such as income and __________, alongside social structures like family and education. 
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Diagram showing the interaction between social and economic factors. Figure 2.1: Interaction of 

social and economic factors in development  

 

2.1.2 Relationship between development and growth 
Development refers to the broader transformation of societies, including social, cultural, and 

institutional change, while growth is the increase in measurable economic indicators such as 

GDP and production. Growth can contribute to development, but development requires more 

than just rising incomes. For example, a country may experience economic growth without 

significant improvements in education, healthcare, or equality. Socio-economic analysis helps us 

understand how growth translates into meaningful development. 
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Fill in the blank: Growth refers to measurable increases in GDP and production, while 

development involves broader __________ transformations in society. 

Table 2.1: Distinction between growth and development 

 

2.1.3 Key indicators of socio-economic change 
Indicators of socio-economic change are measures used to assess both economic progress and 

social transformation. Economic indicators include GDP, employment rates, and income 

distribution, while social indicators include literacy levels, life expectancy, and family structure. 

Together, these indicators provide a more complete picture of how societies are evolving. For 
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instance, rising GDP alongside declining poverty levels suggests both growth and development, 

whereas rising GDP with widening inequality may indicate growth without development. 

Fill in the blank: Literacy levels and life expectancy are examples of __________ indicators of 

socio-economic change. 

Box 2.1: Examples of socio-economic indicators 

 

Pilot questions 2.1 

1. Define socio-economic analysis in your own words. 

2. What is the main difference between growth and development? 
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3. Give two examples of economic indicators of socio-economic change. 

4. Provide one example of a social indicator of socio-economic change. 

5. Why is socio-economic analysis important for understanding development? 

 

 

2.2 Economic Factors in Development 
2.2.1 Value systems and profit motives 
A value system is a set of principles and beliefs that guide behaviour within a society. In 

economic terms, value systems influence how individuals and organisations pursue profit and 

allocate resources. For example, societies that value innovation and efficiency often encourage 

entrepreneurship and technological advancement. The profit motive refers to the drive to earn 

financial gain, which is a key factor in capitalist economies. Together, value systems and profit 

motives shape economic activity and can accelerate or hinder development depending on how 

they align with social priorities. 

Fill in the blank: The profit motive refers to the drive to earn __________ gain, which is central 

to capitalist economies. 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

Diagram showing the relationship between value systems, profit motives, and economic activity. 

Figure 2.2: Value systems and profit motives in development  

 

2.2.2 Norms and cultural imperatives as determinants 
Norms are expected standards of behaviour that guide how individuals act in society, while 

cultural imperatives are practices considered essential for maintaining social order. In 

economic development, norms such as punctuality, honesty, and cooperation can improve 

productivity and trust in markets. Cultural imperatives, such as education or family obligations, 

influence how resources are invested and how societies prioritise growth. These social 

determinants often interact with economic structures, shaping the pace and direction of 

development. 
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Fill in the blank: Norms such as punctuality and cooperation can improve __________ and trust 

in markets. 

Box 2.2: Examples of norms and cultural imperatives influencing economic development 

 

2.2.3 Interaction between economic and social structures 
Economic factors do not operate in isolation; they interact with social structures such as family, 

education, and political institutions. For instance, profit motives may drive industrial growth, but 

without supportive social structures like education systems, the benefits of growth may not be 

widely shared. Similarly, value systems that emphasise equity can shape policies that redistribute 

wealth, ensuring that development outcomes are inclusive. Socio-economic analysis therefore 
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requires examining how economic drivers and social institutions reinforce or constrain each 

other. 

 

2.3 Non-Economic Factors in Socio-Economic Change 
2.3.1 Political institutions and governance 
Political institutions are the structures and systems through which power is organised and 

exercised in society. They include governments, legislatures, and legal frameworks. Governance 

refers to the processes and practices by which decisions are made and implemented. Strong 

political institutions and effective governance can promote stability, enforce laws, and create 

policies that support development. Conversely, weak institutions may lead to corruption, 

instability, and poor resource management, which hinder socio-economic progress. 

Fill in the blank: Weak political institutions may lead to corruption, instability, and poor 

__________ management, which hinder socio-economic progress. 
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Diagram showing the role of political institutions in socio-economic change. Figure 2.3: 

Political institutions and governance in development  

 

2.3.2 Social norms and family structures 
Social norms are shared expectations about behaviour, while family structures refer to the 

organisation of households and kinship relations. These non-economic factors influence how 

societies allocate resources, educate children, and support social cohesion. For example, norms 

that emphasise cooperation and honesty can strengthen trust in economic transactions. Family 

structures also affect labour supply, inheritance patterns, and social mobility, all of which shape 

development outcomes. 
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Fill in the blank: Social norms that emphasise cooperation and honesty can strengthen 

__________ in economic transactions. 

Box 2.3: Examples of social norms and family structures influencing development 

 

2.3.3 Cultural influences on growth 
Culture refers to the shared values, beliefs, and practices of a society. Cultural influences can 

shape attitudes towards work, education, innovation, and social change. For instance, cultures 

that value achievement and progress may encourage entrepreneurship, while those that 

emphasise tradition may resist rapid change. Cultural factors therefore play a dual role: they can 
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either accelerate growth by fostering innovation or slow it down by reinforcing conservative 

practices. 

Fill in the blank: Cultures that value achievement and progress may encourage __________, 

while those that emphasise tradition may resist rapid change. 

Image showing cultural practices influencing economic activity. Plate 2.1: Cultural influences 

on socio-economic growth  

 

Pilot questions 2.3 

1. What role do political institutions play in socio-economic change? 

2. How can weak governance hinder development outcomes? 
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3. Give one example of a social norm that influences economic transactions. 

4. Provide one example of a family structure that affects development. 

5. Explain how cultural values can either accelerate or slow down growth. 

 

2.4 Comparative Perspectives on Growth and Development 
2.4.1 Distinction between economic development and sociology of development 
Economic development focuses on measurable improvements such as GDP growth, 

employment rates, and industrial output. In contrast, the sociology of development examines 

how these economic changes affect social structures, cultural values, and institutions. While 

economics asks how to increase production and wealth, sociology asks how increased production 

reshapes social life. This distinction is important because growth without social transformation 

may not lead to meaningful development. 

Fill in the blank: Sociology of development examines how economic changes affect __________ 

structures, cultural values, and institutions. 
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Table 2.3: Distinction between economic development and sociology of development 

 

2.4.2 Case insights from Nigeria’s rapid development 
Nigeria provides a useful case study for understanding socio-economic analysis. Its rapid 

development has been influenced not only by economic policies such as industrialisation and oil 

revenue, but also by non-economic factors including cultural imperatives, communal solidarity, 

and respect for authority. These cultural and social elements have shaped how resources are used 

and how growth translates into development outcomes. Nigeria’s experience demonstrates that 

development cannot be explained by economic indicators alone. 
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Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s rapid development has been influenced by economic policies and 

non-economic factors such as communal __________ and respect for authority. 

Image showing Nigeria’s industrial growth alongside cultural practices. Plate 2.2: Nigeria’s 

socio-economic development experience  

 

2.4.3 Global conditions shaping socio-economic outcomes 
Development outcomes are also shaped by global conditions, including trade relationships, 

technological diffusion, and international institutions. For example, dependency theory 

highlights how structural inequalities in the global economy can limit development in poorer 

nations. At the same time, globalisation can provide opportunities for innovation and access to 
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new markets. Socio-economic analysis therefore requires considering both internal factors and 

external global influences. 

Fill in the blank: Globalisation can provide opportunities for innovation and access to new 

__________. 

Box 2.4: Examples of global conditions influencing socio-economic outcomes 

 

Pilot questions 2.4 

1. What is the main distinction between economic development and sociology of 

development? 
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2. How has Nigeria’s rapid development been shaped by non-economic factors? 

3. Give one example of a cultural imperative that influenced Nigeria’s development. 

4. What role do global conditions play in shaping socio-economic outcomes? 

5. Explain how dependency theory views global inequalities in relation to development. 

 

Series Summary 

This Series on socio-economic analysis and growth was designed to help you explore how 

economic and social factors interact to shape development outcomes. Its purpose was to move 

beyond a narrow focus on economic growth and highlight the broader social, cultural, and 

institutional dimensions of development. By doing so, it reinforced the relevance of socio-

economic analysis to the wider study of sociology of development. 

We began by defining socio-economic analysis and clarifying its scope, before distinguishing 

between growth and development and identifying key indicators of socio-economic change. We 

then examined economic factors such as value systems, profit motives, norms, and cultural 

imperatives, showing how they interact with social structures. Following that, we explored non-

economic factors including political institutions, governance, social norms, family structures, and 

cultural influences. Finally, we compared economic development with sociology of 

development, drawing insights from Nigeria’s rapid development and global conditions. By 

completing this Series, you should now be able to define socio-economic analysis (SLO 2.1), 

identify indicators of socio-economic change (SLO 2.2), analyse economic factors (SLO 2.3), 

evaluate non-economic influences (SLO 2.4), and compare perspectives on development using 

case studies and global contexts (SLO 2.5). 

 

Glossary of Terms 

Culture: The shared values, beliefs, and practices of a society that shape attitudes towards work, 

education, innovation, and social change. 

Economic development: Measurable improvements in a society’s economy, such as GDP 

growth, employment rates, and industrial output. 

Governance: The processes and practices by which decisions are made and implemented within 

political institutions. 

Global conditions: External factors such as trade relationships, technological diffusion, and 

international institutions that influence development outcomes. 

Growth: The increase in measurable economic indicators such as GDP, production, and 

employment. 

Indicators of socio-economic change: Measures used to assess both economic progress (e.g. 

GDP, employment rates) and social transformation (e.g. literacy levels, life expectancy). 
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Norms: Shared expectations about behaviour within a society that influence trust, cooperation, 

and productivity. 

Political institutions: Structures and systems through which power is organised and exercised, 

including governments, legislatures, and legal frameworks. 

Profit motive: The drive to earn financial gain, which is central to capitalist economies and 

influences economic activity. 

Sociology of development: The study of how economic changes affect social structures, cultural 

values, and institutions, focusing on the broader social implications of growth. 

Socio-economic analysis: The study of how social and economic factors interact to influence 

development and growth, combining measurable economic outcomes with social implications. 

Value system: A set of principles and beliefs that guide behaviour within a society, shaping how 

individuals and organisations pursue economic activity. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 2] 

Objective questions 

1. Which of the following best describes socio-economic analysis? a) Study of GDP alone 

b) Study of social and economic factors together c) Study of cultural traditions only d) 

Study of political institutions only (Linked to SLO 2.1) 

2. Which indicator is a measure of social transformation? a) GDP b) Employment rates c) 

Literacy levels d) Industrial output (Linked to SLO 2.2) 

3. The profit motive refers to the drive to earn: a) Social recognition b) Financial gain c) 

Political power d) Cultural acceptance (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

4. Weak governance often leads to: a) Stability and growth b) Corruption and poor resource 

management c) Innovation and entrepreneurship d) Increased literacy (Linked to SLO 

2.4) 

5. Which of the following is a key distinction between economic development and 

sociology of development? a) Economic development focuses on GDP, while sociology 

of development focuses on social structures. b) Economic development studies culture, 

while sociology of development studies production. c) Both focus only on 

industrialisation. d) Both measure only employment rates. (Linked to SLO 2.5) 

Short-answer questions 

1. Define socio-economic analysis. (Linked to SLO 2.1) 

2. State one economic indicator and one social indicator of socio-economic change. (Linked 

to SLO 2.2) 

3. Explain how value systems influence economic activity. (Linked to SLO 2.3) 
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4. Give one example of a family structure that affects development outcomes. (Linked to 

SLO 2.4) 

5. Mention one global condition that shapes socio-economic outcomes. (Linked to SLO 2.5) 

Long-answer questions 

1. Analyse how economic factors such as value systems, profit motives, and norms interact 

with social structures to influence development outcomes. (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

2. Evaluate the role of non-economic factors such as political institutions, social norms, and 

cultural influences in shaping socio-economic change. (Linked to SLO 2.4) 

3. Compare economic development with sociology of development, using Nigeria’s rapid 

development as an example. (Linked to SLO 2.5) 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2] 

Objective questions 

1. b) Study of social and economic factors together 

2. c) Literacy levels 

3. b) Financial gain 

4. b) Corruption and poor resource management 

5. a) Economic development focuses on GDP, while sociology of development focuses on 

social structures 

Short-answer questions 

1. Socio-economic analysis is the study of how social and economic factors interact to 

influence development and growth. 

2. Economic indicator: GDP; Social indicator: literacy levels. 

3. Value systems guide behaviour and priorities, influencing how individuals and 

organisations pursue profit and allocate resources. 

4. Extended family structures can affect labour supply, inheritance, and social mobility. 

5. Trade relationships are one example of global conditions shaping socio-economic 

outcomes. 

Long-answer questions 

1. Basic response: Economic factors such as value systems, profit motives, and norms drive 

economic activity, but their impact depends on social structures like education and 

family. For instance, profit motives may encourage industrial growth, but without 

education systems, growth may not benefit all. Value-added response: Outstanding 

learners may highlight how value systems that emphasise equity shape redistributive 

policies, while norms such as cooperation enhance trust in markets. They may also 
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compare capitalist and socialist contexts to show how these interactions vary across 

societies. 

2. Basic response: Non-economic factors such as political institutions, social norms, and 

cultural influences shape socio-economic change by promoting stability, guiding 

behaviour, and influencing attitudes towards innovation. Value-added response: 

Outstanding learners may expand by evaluating how weak governance leads to 

corruption, while strong institutions foster inclusive growth. They may also discuss how 

cultural imperatives like education accelerate development, contrasting societies that 

embrace innovation with those that resist change. 

3. Basic response: Economic development focuses on measurable indicators like GDP, 

while sociology of development examines social structures and cultural values. Nigeria’s 

rapid development shows that both economic policies and cultural imperatives matter. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may compare Nigeria’s experience with 

dependency theory, noting how global conditions such as trade and oil revenue interact 

with local cultural imperatives. They may also argue that Nigeria’s case illustrates the 

need to integrate economic and sociological perspectives for a fuller understanding of 

development. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2] 

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.1 

1. Socio-economic analysis is the study of how social and economic factors interact to 

influence development and growth. 

2. Growth is the increase in measurable economic indicators such as GDP and production, 

while development involves broader social, cultural, and institutional transformations. 

3. Economic indicators include GDP, employment rates, and income distribution. 

4. Social indicators include literacy levels, life expectancy, and family structure. 

5. Socio-economic analysis is important because it provides a complete picture of 

development by combining economic outcomes with social implications. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.2 

1. A value system in economic terms is a set of principles and beliefs that guide behaviour 

and influence how individuals and organisations pursue profit and allocate resources. 

2. The profit motive is the drive to earn financial gain, central to capitalist economies. 

3. One example of a norm is punctuality, which improves productivity and trust in markets. 

4. One example of a cultural imperative is education, which shapes how resources are 

invested and prioritised. 
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5. Economic factors interact with social structures by reinforcing or constraining 

development outcomes, such as profit motives requiring education systems to supply 

skilled labour. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.3 

1. Political institutions provide stability, enforce laws, and create policies that support 

development. 

2. Weak governance hinders development by leading to corruption, instability, and poor 

resource management. 

3. One example of a social norm is honesty, which strengthens trust in economic 

transactions. 

4. One example of a family structure is the extended family, which influences labour supply 

and inheritance patterns. 

5. Cultural values can accelerate growth by fostering innovation or slow it down by 

reinforcing conservative practices. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.4 

1. The main distinction is that economic development focuses on measurable indicators like 

GDP, while sociology of development examines social structures and cultural values. 

2. Nigeria’s rapid development has been shaped by non-economic factors such as 

communal solidarity and respect for authority, alongside economic policies. 

3. One example of a cultural imperative is education, which influenced Nigeria’s 

development. 

4. Global conditions such as trade relationships and technological diffusion shape socio-

economic outcomes by creating opportunities or reinforcing inequalities. 

5. Dependency theory views global inequalities as structural conditions that limit 

development in poorer nations by favouring wealth accumulation in richer countries. 

 

References and Attributions [Series 2] 

General course content 

• The instructional content for Series 2 was developed from the course outline provided in 

SOC 407: Sociology of Development. 

• Concepts such as socio-economic analysis, growth versus development, value systems, 

profit motives, norms, cultural imperatives, political institutions, and global conditions 

were drawn directly from the Series framework. 
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•  Course code: SOC 407 

•  Course title: Sociology of Development 

•  Course credit load: 3 

 

SERIES 3: Sociological Implications of Development 

3.1 Social transformation and development 

• 3.1.1 Concept of social transformation 

• 3.1.2 Relationship between social change and economic growth 

• 3.1.3 Indicators of social transformation in developing societies 

3.2 Inequality and social stratification 

• 3.2.1 Forms of inequality (economic, gender, regional) 

• 3.2.2 Social stratification and mobility in development contexts 

• 3.2.3 Implications of inequality for sustainable development 

3.3 Cultural dynamics in development 

• 3.3.1 Role of cultural values and traditions in shaping development outcomes 

• 3.3.2 Tensions between modernisation and cultural preservation 

• 3.3.3 Case studies of cultural influences on development trajectories 

3.4 Globalisation and sociological perspectives 

• 3.4.1 Globalisation as a driver of social change 

• 3.4.2 Dependency theory and world-systems perspectives 

• 3.4.3 Sociological implications of global interconnectedness for developing nations 

 

 

Introduction 

In the last Series, we explored socio-economic analysis and growth, focusing on how economic 

and non-economic factors interact to shape development outcomes. Building on that foundation, 

this Series turns our attention to the sociological implications of development. It is important to 
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recognise that development is not only about economic progress but also about the profound 

social changes it brings, including shifts in culture, inequality, and global interconnectedness. 

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to critically examine the social dimensions 

of development, highlighting how transformation, inequality, cultural dynamics, and 

globalisation influence societies in both positive and challenging ways. 

We shall commence this Series by examining social transformation and its relationship with 

development. Next, we will move on to inequality and social stratification, considering their 

implications for sustainable development. Following that, we will explore cultural dynamics, 

focusing on the tensions between modernisation and cultural preservation. Finally, we will 

conclude with globalisation and sociological perspectives, analysing how global 

interconnectedness shapes development outcomes in contemporary societies. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 3.1 define social transformation and explain its relationship with development, 

• SLO 3.2 identify indicators of social transformation in developing societies, 

• SLO 3.3 analyse forms of inequality such as economic, gender, and regional disparities, 

• SLO 3.4 evaluate the implications of social stratification and mobility for sustainable 

development, 

• SLO 3.5 explain how cultural values and traditions shape development outcomes, 

• SLO 3.6 assess the tensions between modernisation and cultural preservation in 

development contexts, 

• SLO 3.7 examine globalisation as a driver of social change, 

• SLO 3.8 apply sociological perspectives such as dependency theory and world-systems 

analysis to global development, and 

• SLO 3.9 evaluate the sociological implications of global interconnectedness for 

developing nations. 

 

3.1 Social Transformation and Development 

3.1.1 Concept of social transformation 

Social transformation refers to significant changes in the structure and functioning of a society, 

often involving shifts in values, norms, institutions, and relationships. It is broader than simple 

social change, as it implies deep and lasting alterations that affect how people live, interact, and 

organise themselves. Social transformation is closely linked to development because economic 
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progress often triggers changes in education, family structures, political institutions, and cultural 

practices. 

Fill in the blank: Social transformation refers to significant changes in the __________ and 

functioning of a society. 

Diagram showing the relationship between social transformation and development. Figure 3.1: 

Social transformation as a dimension of development  

 

3.1.2 Relationship between social change and economic growth 

Social change refers to gradual or incremental modifications in social behaviour, institutions, or 

cultural patterns. While economic growth focuses on measurable increases in production and 
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income, social change highlights how these economic shifts influence society. For example, 

industrialisation may lead to urbanisation, which in turn alters family structures and social 

mobility. Development is most effective when economic growth and social change reinforce 

each other, creating both material prosperity and improved social wellbeing. 

Fill in the blank: Industrialisation may lead to __________, which in turn alters family structures 

and social mobility. 

Table 3.1: Relationship between economic growth and social change 

 

3.1.3 Indicators of social transformation in developing societies 
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Indicators of social transformation are measurable signs that a society is undergoing 

significant change. These include rising literacy rates, increased gender equality, shifts in family 

structures, political participation, and cultural adaptation to modernisation. In developing 

societies, such indicators reveal whether economic growth is translating into meaningful social 

progress. For instance, improvements in education and healthcare often signal that development 

is not only economic but also social. 

Fill in the blank: Rising literacy rates and increased gender equality are examples of __________ 

of social transformation. 

Box 3.1: Examples of indicators of social transformation 

 

Pilot questions 3.1 
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1. Define social transformation in your own words. 

2. What is the difference between social change and social transformation? 

3. Give one example of how economic growth can lead to social change. 

4. Mention two indicators of social transformation in developing societies. 

5. Why is social transformation important for development? 

 

3.2 Inequality and Social Stratification 

3.2.1 Forms of inequality 

Inequality refers to the uneven distribution of resources, opportunities, and privileges within a 

society. It can take many forms, including economic inequality (differences in income and 

wealth), gender inequality (unequal treatment or opportunities based on gender), and regional 

inequality (disparities between urban and rural areas or across different regions). These forms of 

inequality often overlap, creating complex challenges for development. 

Fill in the blank: Economic inequality refers to differences in __________ and wealth within a 

society. 
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Table 3.2: Forms of inequality in development contexts 

 

3.2.2 Social stratification and mobility in development contexts 

Social stratification is the hierarchical arrangement of individuals or groups in society based on 

factors such as class, status, or power. It determines access to resources and opportunities. Social 

mobility refers to the ability of individuals or groups to move up or down the social hierarchy. In 

development contexts, stratification can either hinder or promote progress depending on whether 

mobility is possible. For example, societies with rigid class systems may limit opportunities, 

while those with open mobility encourage innovation and productivity. 

Fill in the blank: Social mobility refers to the ability of individuals or groups to move 

__________ or down the social hierarchy. 
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Diagram showing social stratification and mobility. Figure 3.2: Social stratification and mobility 

in development  

 

3.2.3 Implications of inequality for sustainable development 

Inequality has significant implications for sustainable development, which aims to balance 

economic growth, social inclusion, and environmental protection. High levels of inequality can 

lead to social unrest, weaken trust in institutions, and reduce overall productivity. Conversely, 

reducing inequality promotes fairness, strengthens social cohesion, and ensures that development 

benefits are widely shared. Addressing inequality is therefore essential for achieving long-term 

stability and inclusive growth. 
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Fill in the blank: Reducing inequality promotes fairness, strengthens social cohesion, and ensures 

that development __________ are widely shared. 

Box 3.2: Implications of inequality for sustainable development 

 

Pilot questions 3.2 

1. Define inequality and mention its main forms. 

2. What is the difference between social stratification and social mobility? 

3. Give one example of regional inequality. 

4. How does rigid stratification affect development outcomes? 
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5. Why is addressing inequality important for sustainable development? 

 

3.3 Cultural Dynamics in Development 

3.3.1 Role of cultural values and traditions in shaping development outcomes 

Culture refers to the shared values, beliefs, and practices of a society. These cultural values and 

traditions strongly influence how communities respond to development initiatives. For example, 

societies that value education and innovation often experience faster progress, while those that 

emphasise tradition may resist rapid change. Culture therefore acts as both a driver and a 

constraint in development processes. 

Fill in the blank: Societies that value __________ and innovation often experience faster 

progress in development. 
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Image showing cultural practices such as education, innovation, and tradition influencing 

development outcomes. Plate 3.1: Cultural values shaping development outcomes  

 

3.3.2 Tensions between modernisation and cultural preservation 

Modernisation refers to the adoption of new technologies, institutions, and lifestyles associated 

with industrial and post-industrial societies. While modernisation can improve living standards, 

it often creates tension with cultural preservation, as traditional practices may be sidelined or 

lost. For instance, urbanisation may weaken extended family networks, while global media can 

challenge local cultural identities. Balancing modernisation with cultural preservation is a key 

challenge in development. 
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Fill in the blank: Urbanisation may weaken __________ family networks, while global media 

can challenge local cultural identities. 

Diagram showing the tension between modernisation and cultural preservation. Figure 3.3: 

Balancing modernisation and cultural preservation  

 

3.3.3 Case studies of cultural influences on development trajectories 

Case studies provide practical insights into how culture shapes development. For example, in 

some Asian societies, respect for authority and communal solidarity have supported rapid 

industrialisation. In contrast, societies that prioritise tradition over innovation may experience 

slower growth. These examples highlight that development strategies must be culturally 
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sensitive, recognising that cultural dynamics can accelerate or hinder progress depending on 

context. 

Fill in the blank: Development strategies must be culturally __________, recognising that 

cultural dynamics can accelerate or hinder progress. 

Box 3.3: Case study highlights of cultural influences on development 

 

Pilot questions 3.3 

1. How do cultural values and traditions shape development outcomes? 

2. What is modernisation, and why does it create tension with cultural preservation? 

3. Give one example of how urbanisation affects cultural practices. 
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4. Mention one case study where culture accelerated development. 

5. Why must development strategies be culturally sensitive? 

 

 

3.4 Globalisation and Sociological Perspectives 

3.4.1 Globalisation as a driver of social change 

Globalisation refers to the increasing interconnectedness of societies through trade, 

communication, migration, and cultural exchange. It acts as a powerful driver of social change 

by spreading new ideas, technologies, and lifestyles across borders. For instance, globalisation 

can expand access to education and healthcare, but it may also challenge traditional practices and 

create dependency on external markets. 

Fill in the blank: Globalisation refers to the increasing __________ of societies through trade, 

communication, migration, and cultural exchange. 
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Diagram showing globalisation as a driver of social change. Figure 3.4: Globalisation and social 

change  

 

3.4.2 Dependency theory and world-systems perspectives 

Dependency theory argues that global inequalities are maintained because poorer nations 

depend on richer nations for trade, technology, and finance. This dependency limits their ability 

to achieve independent development. World-systems theory expands this idea by categorising 

countries into core, semi-periphery, and periphery, showing how global economic structures 

reinforce inequality. Both perspectives highlight the sociological implications of globalisation, 

emphasising that development outcomes are shaped by structural relationships between nations. 
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Fill in the blank: Dependency theory argues that global inequalities are maintained because 

poorer nations __________ on richer nations for trade, technology, and finance. 

Table 3.3: Dependency theory and world-systems perspectives 

 

3.4.3 Sociological implications of global interconnectedness for developing 

nations 

Global interconnectedness has profound sociological implications for developing nations. On the 

positive side, it can foster innovation, cultural exchange, and access to global markets. On the 

negative side, it may deepen inequality, erode cultural identity, and expose societies to external 

shocks such as financial crises. Sociologists emphasise the need for balanced strategies that 

harness the benefits of globalisation while protecting vulnerable communities. 
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Fill in the blank: Global interconnectedness can foster innovation and cultural exchange but may 

also erode __________ identity. 

Box 3.4: Sociological implications of global interconnectedness 

 

Pilot questions 3.4 

1. Define globalisation and explain how it drives social change. 

2. What is the main argument of dependency theory? 

3. How does world-systems theory categorise nations? 

4. Mention one positive and one negative implication of global interconnectedness. 
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5. Why do sociologists emphasise balanced strategies in responding to globalisation? 

 

Series Summary 

This Series on the sociological implications of development was designed to highlight how 

development extends beyond economic growth to encompass profound social changes. Its 

purpose was to help you recognise the importance of social transformation, inequality, cultural 

dynamics, and globalisation in shaping development outcomes. By situating development within 

a sociological framework, the Series reinforced the relevance of social structures, cultural values, 

and global conditions to the broader study of sociology of development. 

We began by examining social transformation and its relationship with development, before 

moving on to inequality and social stratification, considering their implications for sustainable 

development. Following that, we explored cultural dynamics, focusing on how values and 

traditions shape development outcomes and the tensions between modernisation and cultural 

preservation. Finally, we concluded with globalisation and sociological perspectives, analysing 

dependency theory, world-systems theory, and the implications of global interconnectedness for 

developing nations. By completing this Series, you should now be able to define social 

transformation (SLO 3.1), identify indicators of social change (SLO 3.2), analyse inequality and 

stratification (SLO 3.3–3.4), explain cultural influences (SLO 3.5–3.6), and evaluate 

globalisation through sociological perspectives (SLO 3.7–3.9). 

 

Glossary of Terms 

Culture: The shared values, beliefs, and practices of a society that influence behaviour, 

traditions, and responses to development. 

Dependency theory: A sociological perspective that argues poorer nations remain 

underdeveloped because they depend on richer nations for trade, technology, and finance. 

Economic inequality: Differences in income and wealth among individuals or groups within a 

society. 

Gender inequality: Unequal treatment or opportunities based on gender, often affecting access 

to education, employment, and leadership. 

Globalisation: The increasing interconnectedness of societies through trade, communication, 

migration, and cultural exchange. 

Indicators of social transformation: Measurable signs of significant social change, such as 

rising literacy rates, increased gender equality, and greater political participation. 

Modernisation: The adoption of new technologies, institutions, and lifestyles associated with 

industrial and post-industrial societies. 

Regional inequality: Disparities in resources and opportunities between different geographical 

areas, such as urban and rural regions. 
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Social change: Gradual or incremental modifications in social behaviour, institutions, or cultural 

patterns. 

Social mobility: The ability of individuals or groups to move up or down the social hierarchy. 

Social stratification: The hierarchical arrangement of individuals or groups in society based on 

factors such as class, status, or power. 

Social transformation: Significant and lasting changes in the structure and functioning of a 

society, affecting values, norms, institutions, and relationships. 

Sustainable development: Development that balances economic growth, social inclusion, and 

environmental protection to ensure long-term stability and fairness. 

World-systems theory: A sociological perspective that categorises nations into core, semi-

periphery, and periphery, showing how global economic structures reinforce inequality. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 3] 

Objective questions 

1. Which of the following best describes social transformation? a) Gradual modifications in 

behaviour b) Significant and lasting changes in society’s structure and functioning c) 

Economic growth alone d) Preservation of cultural traditions (Linked to SLO 3.1) 

2. Which of the following is an indicator of social transformation? a) GDP growth b) Rising 

literacy rates c) Industrial output d) Export levels (Linked to SLO 3.2) 

3. Social stratification refers to: a) Equal distribution of resources b) Hierarchical 

arrangement of individuals or groups in society c) Gradual cultural change d) Adoption 

of modern technologies (Linked to SLO 3.3) 

4. Which of the following is a positive implication of reducing inequality? a) Increased 

social unrest b) Strengthened social cohesion c) Decline in productivity d) Weakening of 

institutions (Linked to SLO 3.4) 

5. World-systems theory categorises nations into: a) Developed and developing b) Core, 

semi-periphery, and periphery c) Urban and rural d) Modern and traditional (Linked to 

SLO 3.8) 

Short-answer questions 

1. Define social transformation. (Linked to SLO 3.1) 

2. State one indicator of social transformation in developing societies. (Linked to SLO 3.2) 

3. Explain the difference between social stratification and social mobility. (Linked to SLO 

3.3) 

4. Give one implication of inequality for sustainable development. (Linked to SLO 3.4) 

5. How do cultural values influence development outcomes? (Linked to SLO 3.5) 
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6. What is modernisation, and why does it create tension with cultural preservation? 

(Linked to SLO 3.6) 

7. Define globalisation. (Linked to SLO 3.7) 

8. What is the main argument of dependency theory? (Linked to SLO 3.8) 

9. Mention one sociological implication of global interconnectedness for developing 

nations. (Linked to SLO 3.9) 

Long-answer questions 

1. Analyse the relationship between social transformation and development, using examples 

from developing societies. (Linked to SLO 3.1–3.2) 

2. Evaluate the role of inequality and social stratification in shaping sustainable 

development outcomes. (Linked to SLO 3.3–3.4) 

3. Assess the tensions between modernisation and cultural preservation, providing relevant 

case studies. (Linked to SLO 3.5–3.6) 

4. Compare dependency theory and world-systems theory, and discuss their relevance to 

globalisation and development. (Linked to SLO 3.8–3.9) 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3] 

Objective questions 

1. b) Significant and lasting changes in society’s structure and functioning 

2. b) Rising literacy rates 

3. b) Hierarchical arrangement of individuals or groups in society 

4. b) Strengthened social cohesion 

5. b) Core, semi-periphery, and periphery 

Short-answer questions 

1. Social transformation refers to significant and lasting changes in the structure and 

functioning of a society. 

2. Rising literacy rates. 

3. Social stratification is the hierarchical arrangement of individuals or groups, while social 

mobility is the ability to move up or down that hierarchy. 

4. Inequality can weaken trust in institutions and reduce productivity. 

5. Cultural values shape priorities, such as valuing education or tradition, which influence 

development outcomes. 

6. Modernisation is the adoption of new technologies and institutions; it creates tension with 

cultural preservation because traditional practices may be sidelined. 
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7. Globalisation is the increasing interconnectedness of societies through trade, 

communication, migration, and cultural exchange. 

8. Dependency theory argues that poorer nations remain underdeveloped because they 

depend on richer nations for trade, technology, and finance. 

9. One implication is the erosion of cultural identity. 

Long-answer questions 

1. Basic response: Social transformation is linked to development because economic 

growth often triggers changes in education, family structures, and political participation. 

For example, industrialisation may lead to urbanisation, which alters social mobility. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may highlight how indicators such as 

gender equality and literacy rates show that development is not only economic but also 

social. They may also compare different societies to illustrate varying paths of 

transformation. 

2. Basic response: Inequality and stratification shape development by limiting access to 

resources and opportunities. Rigid stratification hinders mobility, while reducing 

inequality promotes fairness and inclusion. Value-added response: Outstanding learners 

may evaluate how inequality affects sustainable development goals, linking it to social 

unrest or productivity. They may also use case studies to show how addressing inequality 

strengthens institutions and long-term growth. 

3. Basic response: Modernisation improves living standards but often creates tension with 

cultural preservation, as traditional practices may be weakened. For example, 

urbanisation can reduce the role of extended families. Value-added response: 

Outstanding learners may assess case studies where cultural preservation was balanced 

with modernisation, such as societies that integrate traditional values into modern 

institutions. They may also discuss global media’s role in reshaping cultural identities. 

4. Basic response: Dependency theory argues that poorer nations depend on richer ones, 

while world-systems theory categorises nations into core, semi-periphery, and periphery. 

Both highlight structural inequalities in globalisation. Value-added response: 

Outstanding learners may compare the two theories, showing how they explain persistent 

global inequalities. They may also discuss their relevance to contemporary issues such as 

trade imbalances, technology transfer, and global crises. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3] 

Answers to Pilot Questions 3.1 

1. Social transformation is significant and lasting changes in the structure and functioning of 

a society. 

2. Social change is gradual modification, while social transformation is deeper and more 

enduring. 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

3. Industrialisation can lead to urbanisation, which alters family structures and social 

mobility. 

4. Rising literacy rates and increased gender equality. 

5. Social transformation is important because it ensures that economic growth translates into 

meaningful social progress. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 3.2 

1. Inequality is the uneven distribution of resources, opportunities, and privileges. Its main 

forms are economic, gender, and regional inequality. 

2. Social stratification is the hierarchical arrangement of individuals or groups, while social 

mobility is the ability to move up or down that hierarchy. 

3. An example of regional inequality is better healthcare in cities compared to rural areas. 

4. Rigid stratification limits opportunities and hinders innovation, slowing development. 

5. Addressing inequality is important because it promotes fairness, strengthens social 

cohesion, and supports sustainable development. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 3.3 

1. Cultural values and traditions shape development outcomes by influencing priorities such 

as education, innovation, or preservation of traditions. 

2. Modernisation is the adoption of new technologies and institutions. It creates tension with 

cultural preservation because traditional practices may be sidelined. 

3. Urbanisation can weaken extended family networks. 

4. In some Asian societies, respect for authority and communal solidarity accelerated 

industrialisation. 

5. Development strategies must be culturally sensitive to ensure they align with local values 

and avoid resistance. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 3.4 

1. Globalisation is the increasing interconnectedness of societies through trade, 

communication, migration, and cultural exchange, driving social change. 

2. Dependency theory argues that poorer nations remain underdeveloped because they 

depend on richer nations for trade, technology, and finance. 

3. World-systems theory categorises nations into core, semi-periphery, and periphery. 

4. Positive implication: access to global markets. Negative implication: erosion of cultural 

identity. 

5. Sociologists emphasise balanced strategies to harness the benefits of globalisation while 

protecting vulnerable communities. 
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References and Attributions [Series 3] 

General course content 

• The instructional content for Series 3 was developed from the course outline provided in 

SOC 407: Sociology of Development. 

• Concepts such as social transformation, inequality, stratification, cultural dynamics, 

modernisation, globalisation, dependency theory, and world-systems theory were drawn 

directly from the Series framework. 

 

 

•  Course code: SOC 407 

•  Course title: Sociology of Development 

•  Course credit load: 3 

 

SERIES 4: Contributions of Max Weber and Non-

Economic Determinants 

4.1 Max Weber’s contributions to the sociology of development 

• 4.1.1 Weber’s concept of rationalisation 

• 4.1.2 The Protestant ethic and the spirit of capitalism 

• 4.1.3 Bureaucracy and its role in modern development 

4.2 Non-economic determinants of development 

• 4.2.1 Political institutions and governance 

• 4.2.2 Social norms and value systems 

• 4.2.3 Cultural imperatives and traditions 

4.3 Interactions between economic and non-economic factors 

• 4.3.1 How non-economic determinants shape economic outcomes 

• 4.3.2 Case studies of societies where non-economic factors influenced development 

trajectories 

• 4.3.3 Implications for policy and planning 
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4.4 Contemporary relevance of Weber and non-economic determinants 

• 4.4.1 Application of Weberian ideas in modern development contexts 

• 4.4.2 Non-economic determinants in globalisation and modernisation 

• 4.4.3 Lessons for sustainable development strategies 

 

 

 

Introduction 

In the last Series, we examined the sociological implications of development, focusing on social 

transformation, inequality, cultural dynamics, and globalisation. Building on that foundation, this 

Series turns to the contributions of Max Weber and the role of non-economic determinants in 

shaping development. Weber’s ideas remain highly influential in sociology, offering insights into 

how values, institutions, and cultural factors interact with economic processes to drive or hinder 

progress. 

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to Weber’s major contributions to the sociology of 

development and to highlight the importance of non-economic determinants such as political 

institutions, social norms, and cultural imperatives. By the end of the Series, you will be able to 

critically evaluate how these factors influence development outcomes and apply Weberian 

perspectives to contemporary contexts. 

We shall commence this Series by exploring Max Weber’s contributions, including his concepts 

of rationalisation, the Protestant ethic, and bureaucracy. Next, we will move on to non-economic 

determinants of development, examining political institutions, social norms, and cultural 

imperatives. Following that, we will consider how economic and non-economic factors interact, 

supported by case studies and implications for policy. Finally, we will conclude with the 

contemporary relevance of Weber’s ideas and non-economic determinants, assessing their 

application in modern development strategies and globalisation. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 4.1 define Max Weber’s concept of rationalisation, 

• SLO 4.2 explain the Protestant ethic and its link to the spirit of capitalism, 

• SLO 4.3 describe the role of bureaucracy in modern development, 

• SLO 4.4 analyse the influence of political institutions and governance as non-economic 

determinants of development, 

• SLO 4.5 explain how social norms and value systems shape development outcomes, 

• SLO 4.6 evaluate the role of cultural imperatives and traditions in development 

processes, 
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• SLO 4.7 assess how non-economic determinants interact with economic factors to 

influence development trajectories, 

• SLO 4.8 examine case studies where non-economic factors significantly shaped 

development outcomes, 

• SLO 4.9 apply Weberian ideas to contemporary development contexts, 

• SLO 4.10 evaluate the relevance of non-economic determinants in globalisation and 

modernisation, and 

• SLO 4.11 assess lessons from Weber and non-economic determinants for sustainable 

development strategies. 

 

4.1 Max Weber’s Contributions to the Sociology of 

Development 

4.1.1 Weber’s concept of rationalisation 

Rationalisation is Max Weber’s idea that modern societies increasingly rely on logic, efficiency, 

and rules rather than tradition or emotion. It describes the shift towards systematic organisation 

and decision-making, often seen in institutions such as law, education, and industry. 

Rationalisation is central to development because it enables predictable outcomes, standardised 

processes, and greater productivity. However, Weber also warned that excessive rationalisation 

could lead to a “disenchantment of the world,” where human values and creativity are 

overshadowed by rigid systems. 

Fill in the blank: Rationalisation refers to the increasing reliance on __________, efficiency, and 

rules rather than tradition or emotion. 
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Diagram showing rationalisation as a process of moving from tradition to rules and efficiency. 

Figure 4.1: Rationalisation in modern development  

 

4.1.2 The Protestant ethic and the spirit of capitalism 

Weber’s famous thesis on the Protestant ethic argues that religious values, particularly those of 

Calvinism, encouraged hard work, discipline, and frugality. These values supported the rise of 

capitalism by motivating individuals to reinvest profits rather than spend them lavishly. The 

spirit of capitalism refers to this cultural mindset that prioritises economic success and 

reinvestment. Weber’s contribution here shows how non-economic factors, such as religion and 

values, can profoundly shape economic development. 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

Fill in the blank: The Protestant ethic encouraged hard work, discipline, and __________, which 

supported the rise of capitalism. 

Box 4.1: Key features of the Protestant ethic 

 

4.1.3 Bureaucracy and its role in modern development 

Bureaucracy is Weber’s model of organised administration based on rules, hierarchy, and 

specialised roles. He argued that bureaucracy is essential for modern development because it 

ensures efficiency, accountability, and predictability in large organisations. For example, 

governments and corporations rely on bureaucratic structures to manage resources and deliver 
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services. However, Weber also noted the potential drawbacks, such as rigidity and loss of 

personal freedom when individuals are trapped in what he called the “iron cage” of bureaucracy. 

Fill in the blank: Bureaucracy is Weber’s model of organised administration based on rules, 

__________, and specialised roles. 

Table 4.1: Features of bureaucracy in development 

Pilot questions 4.1 

1. Define rationalisation in Weber’s sociology. 

2. What is the Protestant ethic, and how did it support capitalism? 

3. Mention two key features of the Protestant ethic. 
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4. What is bureaucracy, according to Weber? 

5. Why did Weber describe bureaucracy as an “iron cage”? 

 

 

4.2 Non-Economic Determinants of Development 

4.2.1 Political institutions and governance 

Political institutions are the structures and systems through which societies organise power and 

authority, such as parliaments, courts, and constitutions. Governance refers to the processes and 

practices by which decisions are made, implemented, and monitored. Strong political institutions 

and effective governance are crucial non-economic determinants of development because they 

provide stability, enforce laws, and ensure accountability. Weak institutions, on the other hand, 

often lead to corruption, instability, and poor development outcomes. 

Fill in the blank: Strong political institutions and effective __________ are crucial non-economic 

determinants of development. 
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Diagram showing the role of political institutions and governance in development. Figure 4.2: 

Political institutions and governance as non-economic determinants  

 

4.2.2 Social norms and value systems 

Social norms are the unwritten rules and expectations that guide behaviour in society, while 

value systems are the collective beliefs about what is important or desirable. These non-

economic determinants influence development by shaping attitudes towards education, work, 

innovation, and cooperation. For example, societies that value collective responsibility may 

prioritise social welfare, while those that emphasise individual achievement may drive 

entrepreneurial growth. 
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Fill in the blank: Social norms are the unwritten rules and expectations that guide __________ in 

society. 

Box 4.2: Examples of social norms and value systems influencing development 

 

4.2.3 Cultural imperatives and traditions 

Cultural imperatives are practices and beliefs considered essential within a society, while 

traditions are customs passed down through generations. These factors can either support or 

hinder development. For instance, traditions that encourage cooperation and community 

solidarity may strengthen social cohesion, while rigid cultural imperatives may resist 
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modernisation and slow progress. Recognising the role of culture is therefore vital in designing 

development strategies that are both effective and respectful of local contexts. 

Fill in the blank: Cultural imperatives are practices and beliefs considered __________ within a 

society. 

Image showing cultural traditions such as festivals, family structures, and community practices 

influencing development. Plate 4.1: Cultural imperatives and traditions in development  

 

Pilot questions 4.2 

1. What are political institutions, and why are they important for development? 

2. Define governance in the context of development. 
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3. What are social norms, and how do they influence development outcomes? 

4. Give one example of a value system that supports development. 

5. What are cultural imperatives, and how can they hinder development? 

 

4.3 Interactions Between Economic and Non-Economic 

Factors 

4.3.1 How non-economic determinants shape economic outcomes 

Non-economic determinants such as political institutions, social norms, and cultural traditions 

often play a decisive role in shaping economic outcomes. For example, strong governance can 

create a stable environment for investment, while cultural values that emphasise education can 

lead to a skilled workforce. Conversely, weak institutions or restrictive traditions may hinder 

innovation and limit economic growth. This interaction shows that development cannot be 

explained by economic factors alone, but must be understood as a complex interplay of social, 

cultural, and political influences. 

Fill in the blank: Strong governance can create a stable environment for __________, while 

cultural values that emphasise education can lead to a skilled workforce. 
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Diagram showing the interaction between non-economic determinants (political institutions, 

social norms, culture) and economic outcomes (investment, innovation, growth). Figure 4.3: 

Interaction of non-economic determinants with economic outcomes  

 

4.3.2 Case studies of societies where non-economic factors influenced 

development trajectories 

Case studies provide practical examples of how non-economic factors shape development. In 

East Asia, cultural values such as respect for authority and emphasis on education contributed to 

rapid industrialisation. In contrast, societies with weak political institutions or rigid traditions 

often experienced slower growth. These examples highlight the importance of tailoring 

development strategies to the specific social and cultural context of each society. 
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Fill in the blank: In East Asia, cultural values such as respect for authority and emphasis on 

__________ contributed to rapid industrialisation. 

Box 4.3: Case study highlights of non-economic factors in development 

 

4.3.3 Implications for policy and planning 

Recognising the interaction between economic and non-economic factors has important 

implications for policy and planning. Development strategies must go beyond economic reforms 

to address governance, cultural values, and social norms. For instance, policies that strengthen 

institutions, promote inclusive education, and respect cultural traditions are more likely to 
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succeed. Ignoring these non-economic determinants can result in policies that fail to gain public 

support or achieve sustainable outcomes. 

Fill in the blank: Development strategies must go beyond economic reforms to address 

governance, cultural values, and __________ norms. 

Table 4.2: Policy implications of non-economic determinants 

 

Pilot questions 4.3 

1. How do non-economic determinants shape economic outcomes? 

2. Give one example of a cultural value that influenced development in East Asia. 

3. Mention one case study where weak institutions slowed development. 
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4. Why must development strategies address social norms and cultural traditions? 

5. What is one policy implication of recognising non-economic determinants? 

 

4.4 Contemporary Relevance of Weber and Non-Economic 

Determinants 

4.4.1 Application of Weberian ideas in modern development contexts 

Max Weber’s ideas remain highly relevant in today’s development debates. His concept of 

rationalisation helps us understand the increasing reliance on technology, data, and efficiency in 

modern governance and business. Similarly, his analysis of bureaucracy explains why large 

organisations, from governments to multinational corporations, depend on structured rules and 

hierarchies to function effectively. These Weberian insights allow us to critically examine both 

the strengths and limitations of modern institutions in promoting development. 

Fill in the blank: Weber’s concept of rationalisation helps us understand the increasing reliance 

on __________, data, and efficiency in modern governance and business. 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

Diagram showing Weberian concepts (rationalisation, bureaucracy, Protestant ethic) applied to 

modern development contexts. Figure 4.4: Application of Weberian ideas in modern 

development  

 

4.4.2 Non-economic determinants in globalisation and modernisation 

Non-economic determinants such as political institutions, social norms, and cultural traditions 

continue to shape development in the era of globalisation and modernisation. For instance, 

societies with strong governance and inclusive value systems are better positioned to benefit 

from global trade and technological advances. On the other hand, rigid traditions or weak 

institutions may limit the ability to adapt to global changes. Recognising these influences helps 

policymakers design strategies that balance modernisation with cultural preservation. 
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Fill in the blank: Societies with strong governance and inclusive __________ systems are better 

positioned to benefit from global trade and technological advances. 

Box 4.4: Examples of non-economic determinants in globalisation and modernisation 

 

4.4.3 Lessons for sustainable development strategies 

Weber’s contributions and the recognition of non-economic determinants provide valuable 

lessons for sustainable development. Effective strategies must integrate economic reforms with 

attention to governance, cultural values, and social norms. For example, policies that strengthen 

institutions, encourage innovation, and respect traditions are more likely to achieve long-term 
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stability. Ignoring these factors risks creating development models that are economically strong 

but socially fragile. 

Fill in the blank: Policies that strengthen institutions, encourage innovation, and respect 

__________ are more likely to achieve long-term stability. 

Table 4.3: Lessons for sustainable development strategies 

 

Pilot questions 4.4 

1. How does Weber’s concept of rationalisation apply to modern governance and business? 

2. Why are non-economic determinants important in the era of globalisation and 

modernisation? 
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3. Give one example of how strong governance supports global participation. 

4. What lesson can policymakers learn from Weber’s contributions for sustainable 

development? 

5. Why is it risky to ignore non-economic determinants in development strategies? 

 

Series Summary 

This Series on the contributions of Max Weber and non-economic determinants was designed to 

show how development is shaped not only by economic factors but also by values, institutions, 

and cultural influences. Its purpose was to highlight Weber’s enduring insights and to 

demonstrate the importance of non-economic determinants in shaping development outcomes, 

making the Series highly relevant to the broader study of sociology of development. 

We began by examining Weber’s contributions, including rationalisation, the Protestant ethic, 

and bureaucracy. Then we moved on to non-economic determinants such as political institutions, 

social norms, and cultural traditions. Following that, we explored how these non-economic 

factors interact with economic outcomes, supported by case studies and policy implications. 

Finally, we considered the contemporary relevance of Weber’s ideas and non-economic 

determinants, focusing on their application in globalisation, modernisation, and sustainable 

development. By completing this Series, you should now be able to define Weber’s key concepts 

(SLOs 4.1–4.3), analyse non-economic determinants (SLOs 4.4–4.6), assess their interaction 

with economic factors (SLOs 4.7–4.8), and evaluate their contemporary relevance for sustainable 

development strategies (SLOs 4.9–4.11). 

 

Glossary of Terms 

Bureaucracy: Weber’s model of organised administration based on rules, hierarchy, and 

specialised roles, designed to ensure efficiency and predictability in large organisations. 

Cultural imperatives: Practices and beliefs considered essential within a society, often shaping 

behaviour and influencing development outcomes. 

Governance: The processes and practices by which decisions are made, implemented, and 

monitored in a society, ensuring accountability and stability. 

Non-economic determinants: Social, political, and cultural factors that influence development 

outcomes beyond purely economic measures. 

Political institutions: Structures and systems through which societies organise power and 

authority, such as parliaments, courts, and constitutions. 

Protestant ethic: Weber’s idea that religious values, particularly those of Calvinism, encouraged 

hard work, discipline, and frugality, supporting the rise of capitalism. 

Rationalisation: Weber’s concept describing the shift in modern societies towards logic, 

efficiency, and rules rather than tradition or emotion. 
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Social norms: Unwritten rules and expectations that guide behaviour in society, shaping 

attitudes and influencing development. 

Spirit of capitalism: The cultural mindset that prioritises economic success, discipline, and 

reinvestment of profits, linked to the Protestant ethic. 

Sustainable development: Development that integrates economic growth with social inclusion 

and environmental protection to ensure long-term stability. 

Traditions: Customs and practices passed down through generations, which can either support 

or hinder development depending on their flexibility. 

Value systems: Collective beliefs about what is important or desirable in a society, influencing 

priorities such as education, innovation, or cooperation. 

Weberian ideas: The key contributions of Max Weber, including rationalisation, bureaucracy, 

and the Protestant ethic, which remain relevant in understanding development. 

 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 4] 

Objective questions 

1. Rationalisation, according to Weber, refers to: a) Reliance on tradition and emotion b) 

Reliance on logic, efficiency, and rules c) Reliance on cultural imperatives d) Reliance on 

economic growth alone (Linked to SLO 4.1) 

2. The Protestant ethic encouraged: a) Luxury and indulgence b) Hard work, discipline, and 

frugality c) Weak institutions d) Resistance to modernisation (Linked to SLO 4.2) 

3. Bureaucracy is characterised by: a) Informal decision-making b) Hierarchy, rules, and 

specialised roles c) Cultural traditions d) Social mobility (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

4. Which of the following is a non-economic determinant of development? a) GDP growth 

b) Political institutions c) Export levels d) Industrial output (Linked to SLO 4.4) 

5. The spirit of capitalism refers to: a) A cultural mindset prioritising economic success and 

reinvestment b) A reliance on traditions and customs c) A rejection of rationalisation d) A 

focus on subsistence farming (Linked to SLO 4.2) 

Short-answer questions 

1. Define rationalisation in Weber’s sociology. (Linked to SLO 4.1) 

2. What is the Protestant ethic, and how did it support capitalism? (Linked to SLO 4.2) 

3. State one key feature of bureaucracy. (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

4. What are political institutions, and why are they important for development? (Linked to 

SLO 4.4) 

5. Give one example of a social norm that influences development outcomes. (Linked to 

SLO 4.5) 
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6. What are cultural imperatives, and how can they hinder development? (Linked to SLO 

4.6) 

7. Explain how non-economic determinants shape economic outcomes. (Linked to SLO 4.7) 

8. Mention one case study where non-economic factors influenced development trajectories. 

(Linked to SLO 4.8) 

9. How does Weber’s concept of bureaucracy apply to modern institutions? (Linked to SLO 

4.9) 

10. Why are non-economic determinants important in the era of globalisation and 

modernisation? (Linked to SLO 4.10) 

11. What lesson can policymakers learn from Weber’s contributions for sustainable 

development? (Linked to SLO 4.11) 

Long-answer questions 

1. Analyse Weber’s concept of rationalisation and its relevance to modern development 

contexts. (Linked to SLO 4.1, 4.9) 

2. Evaluate the role of the Protestant ethic in shaping the spirit of capitalism and its 

implications for development. (Linked to SLO 4.2) 

3. Assess the importance of political institutions, social norms, and cultural traditions as 

non-economic determinants of development. (Linked to SLOs 4.4–4.6) 

4. Discuss how non-economic determinants interact with economic factors, using case 

studies to illustrate their impact on development trajectories. (Linked to SLOs 4.7–4.8) 

5. Examine the contemporary relevance of Weber’s ideas and non-economic determinants 

in globalisation, modernisation, and sustainable development strategies. (Linked to SLOs 

4.9–4.11) 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4] 

Objective questions 

1. b) Reliance on logic, efficiency, and rules 

2. b) Hard work, discipline, and frugality 

3. b) Hierarchy, rules, and specialised roles 

4. b) Political institutions 

5. a) A cultural mindset prioritising economic success and reinvestment 

Short-answer questions 

1. Rationalisation is the shift towards logic, efficiency, and rules rather than tradition or 

emotion. 

2. The Protestant ethic is Weber’s idea that religious values encouraged hard work, 

discipline, and frugality, supporting capitalism. 
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3. One key feature of bureaucracy is hierarchy, with a clear chain of command. 

4. Political institutions are structures that organise power and authority; they are important 

because they provide stability and accountability. 

5. A social norm such as valuing education influences development by raising literacy rates. 

6. Cultural imperatives are practices considered essential; they can hinder development if 

they resist modernisation. 

7. Non-economic determinants shape economic outcomes by influencing investment, 

innovation, and workforce skills. 

8. In East Asia, respect for authority and emphasis on education supported rapid 

industrialisation. 

9. Bureaucracy applies to modern institutions by ensuring efficiency and predictability in 

governance and corporations. 

10. Non-economic determinants are important in globalisation and modernisation because 

they influence how societies adapt to global changes. 

11. Policymakers can learn that sustainable development requires integrating economic 

reforms with governance, values, and traditions. 

Long-answer questions 

1. Basic response: Rationalisation refers to the reliance on logic, efficiency, and rules. It is 

relevant today as modern institutions depend on systematic organisation. Value-added 

response: Outstanding learners may connect rationalisation to digital governance, data-

driven decision-making, and the challenges of over-bureaucratisation. 

2. Basic response: The Protestant ethic encouraged hard work and frugality, supporting 

capitalism by promoting reinvestment. Value-added response: Outstanding learners may 

evaluate its broader cultural impact, comparing societies with different religious values 

and their development trajectories. 

3. Basic response: Political institutions, social norms, and cultural traditions influence 

development by shaping stability, cooperation, and innovation. Value-added response: 

Outstanding learners may assess how these determinants interact, using examples such as 

governance reforms or cultural traditions that support social cohesion. 

4. Basic response: Non-economic determinants interact with economic factors by 

influencing investment and innovation. Case studies show East Asia’s cultural values 

supported industrialisation. Value-added response: Outstanding learners may compare 

multiple regions, highlighting how weak institutions or rigid traditions slowed 

development in Sub-Saharan Africa or Latin America. 

5. Basic response: Weber’s ideas remain relevant in globalisation and modernisation, 

showing the importance of rationalisation and bureaucracy. Non-economic determinants 

shape sustainable development strategies. Value-added response: Outstanding learners 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

may critically examine how Weberian concepts apply to contemporary challenges such as 

digital governance, global trade, and balancing modernisation with cultural preservation. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4] 

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.1 

1. Rationalisation is the increasing reliance on logic, efficiency, and rules rather than 

tradition or emotion. 

2. The Protestant ethic is Weber’s idea that religious values encouraged hard work, 

discipline, and frugality, which supported capitalism. 

3. Two key features are hard work as a moral duty and frugality with reinvestment of 

profits. 

4. Bureaucracy is Weber’s model of organised administration based on rules, hierarchy, and 

specialised roles. 

5. Weber described bureaucracy as an “iron cage” because it can trap individuals in rigid 

systems, limiting freedom and creativity. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.2 

1. Political institutions are structures that organise power and authority, and they are 

important because they provide stability and accountability. 

2. Governance refers to the processes and practices by which decisions are made, 

implemented, and monitored. 

3. Social norms are unwritten rules and expectations that guide behaviour in society. 

4. A value system that supports development is one that values education, leading to higher 

literacy rates. 

5. Cultural imperatives are practices considered essential within a society, and they can 

hinder development if they resist modernisation. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.3 

1. Non-economic determinants shape economic outcomes by influencing investment, 

innovation, and workforce skills. 

2. In East Asia, emphasis on education contributed to rapid industrialisation. 

3. In Sub-Saharan Africa, weak institutions slowed economic progress. 

4. Development strategies must address social norms and cultural traditions to ensure public 

support and sustainability. 

5. One policy implication is that strengthening institutions leads to stability and 

accountability. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.4 
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1. Rationalisation applies to modern governance and business by explaining reliance on 

technology, data, and efficiency. 

2. Non-economic determinants are important in globalisation and modernisation because 

they influence how societies adapt to global changes. 

3. Strong governance supports global participation by enabling stability and effective trade 

policies. 

4. Policymakers can learn that sustainable development requires integrating economic 

reforms with governance, values, and traditions. 

5. Ignoring non-economic determinants is risky because it can result in development models 

that are economically strong but socially fragile. 

 

References and Attributions [Series 4] 
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Series 5: Colonial Legacies, International Conditions, 
and Nigeria’s Rapid Development 

5.1 Colonial legacies and their impact on development 

• 5.1.1 Historical background of colonialism in Africa 

• 5.1.2 Colonial policies and their socio-economic effects 

• 5.1.3 Post-colonial challenges and continuities 
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5.2 International conditions shaping development trajectories 

• 5.2.1 Global economic structures and trade relations 

• 5.2.2 International aid, debt, and financial institutions 

• 5.2.3 Geopolitical influences and global governance 

5.3 Nigeria’s rapid development experience 

• 5.3.1 Historical overview of Nigeria’s development path 

• 5.3.2 Key drivers of rapid development (oil economy, institutions, policies) 

• 5.3.3 Challenges and prospects for sustainable development 

5.4 Comparative and contemporary perspectives 

• 5.4.1 Comparing Nigeria’s experience with other post-colonial states 

• 5.4.2 Contemporary lessons from colonial legacies and international conditions 

• 5.4.3 Implications for future development strategies 

 

 

 

Introduction 

Colonial legacies and international conditions continue to shape the development paths of many 

nations, particularly in Africa. Nigeria’s experience provides a striking example of how historical 

influences, global structures, and local dynamics interact to produce rapid yet complex 

development outcomes. Understanding these factors is essential for grasping the broader 

sociology of development, as they highlight the interplay between past and present, local and 

global. 

The aim of this Series is to examine the impact of colonial legacies and international conditions 

on development, with a particular focus on Nigeria’s rapid development experience. By doing so, 

the Series intends to equip you with the analytical tools needed to evaluate how historical and 

global forces influence contemporary development strategies. 

We shall commence this Series by exploring colonial legacies and their impact on development, 

including the historical background of colonialism in Africa, colonial policies, and post-colonial 

challenges. Next, we will move on to international conditions, considering global economic 

structures, aid, debt, and geopolitical influences. Following that, we will examine Nigeria’s rapid 

development experience, focusing on its historical trajectory, key drivers, and challenges. 

Finally, we will conclude with comparative and contemporary perspectives, comparing Nigeria’s 

experience with other post-colonial states and drawing lessons for future development strategies. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 
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• SLO 5.1 describe the historical background of colonialism in Africa, 

• SLO 5.2 explain the socio-economic effects of colonial policies, 

• SLO 5.3 analyse post-colonial challenges and continuities, 

• SLO 5.4 examine global economic structures and trade relations as international 

conditions shaping development, 

• SLO 5.5 evaluate the role of international aid, debt, and financial institutions in 

development trajectories, 

• SLO 5.6 assess geopolitical influences and global governance in shaping development 

outcomes, 

• SLO 5.7 outline the historical trajectory of Nigeria’s development path, 

• SLO 5.8 identify key drivers of Nigeria’s rapid development such as oil, institutions, and 

policies, 

• SLO 5.9 evaluate the challenges and prospects for Nigeria’s sustainable development, 

• SLO 5.10 compare Nigeria’s development experience with other post-colonial states, 

• SLO 5.11 analyse contemporary lessons from colonial legacies and international 

conditions, and 

• SLO 5.12 assess implications for future development strategies. 

5.1 Colonial Legacies and Their Impact on Development 

5.1.1 Historical background of colonialism in Africa 

Colonialism refers to the political and economic control of one nation over another, often 

involving exploitation of resources and imposition of foreign governance. In Africa, colonialism 

reshaped societies by introducing new administrative systems, economic structures, and cultural 

influences. European powers divided territories, often disregarding existing ethnic and cultural 

boundaries, which created long-term challenges for nation-building after independence. 

Fill in the blank: Colonialism in Africa reshaped societies by introducing new administrative 

systems, economic structures, and __________ influences. 

Diagram showing colonial powers dividing African territories and imposing new governance 

structures. Figure 5.1: Historical background of colonialism in Africa  

 

5.1.2 Colonial policies and their socio-economic effects 

Colonial policies often prioritised resource extraction and export-oriented economies. For 

example, cash crops such as cocoa and groundnuts were cultivated for European markets, while 

local industries were neglected. These policies created dependency on external markets and 

limited internal economic diversification. Socially, colonial education systems were designed to 

produce clerks and administrators rather than innovators, reinforcing unequal structures. 
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Fill in the blank: Colonial policies prioritised resource extraction and __________-oriented 

economies. 

Table 5.1: Socio-economic effects of colonial policies 

 

5.1.3 Post-colonial challenges and continuities 

After independence, many African nations faced post-colonial challenges, including weak 

institutions, ethnic divisions, and economic dependency. These challenges were continuities of 

colonial legacies, as the structures left behind were often ill-suited for self-governance. For 

instance, arbitrary borders created ethnic tensions, while economies remained tied to export 

markets. Addressing these legacies has been central to development strategies across Africa. 

Fill in the blank: Arbitrary borders created ethnic tensions, while economies remained tied to 

__________ markets. 
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Box 5.1: Post-colonial challenges and continuities 

 

Pilot questions 5.1 

1. Define colonialism in the African context. 

2. What were the main priorities of colonial policies in Africa? 

3. Mention two socio-economic effects of colonial policies. 

4. What are post-colonial challenges faced by African nations? 

5. Why did arbitrary borders create ethnic tensions after independence? 
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5.2 International Conditions Shaping Development 

Trajectories 

5.2.1 Global economic structures and trade relations 

Global economic structures refer to the systems and institutions that organise international 

trade and finance, such as the World Trade Organization and global markets. These structures 

influence how developing countries participate in trade, often reinforcing dependency on exports 

of raw materials. Trade relations describe the agreements and interactions between nations that 

determine access to markets, tariffs, and competitiveness. For many African countries, including 

Nigeria, these conditions have shaped opportunities and constraints in their development paths. 

Fill in the blank: Global economic structures influence how developing countries participate in 

__________, often reinforcing dependency on exports of raw materials. 

Diagram showing global economic structures and trade relations influencing developing 

countries. Figure 5.2: Global economic structures and trade relations  

 

5.2.2 International aid, debt, and financial institutions 

International aid refers to financial or technical assistance provided by developed nations or 

organisations to support development in poorer countries. While aid can provide resources for 

health, education, and infrastructure, it often comes with conditions that limit autonomy. Debt is 

another critical issue, as many developing countries borrow heavily from international lenders, 

leading to repayment burdens that restrict growth. Financial institutions such as the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank play a major role in shaping policies 

through loans and structural adjustment programmes. 

Fill in the blank: International aid often comes with __________ that limit autonomy in 

developing countries. 
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Table 5.2: Effects of international aid, debt, and financial institutions 

 

5.2.3 Geopolitical influences and global governance 

Geopolitical influences refer to the impact of international politics, alliances, and power 

relations on development. For example, Cold War rivalries shaped aid flows and political 

alignments in Africa. Today, global governance institutions such as the United Nations influence 

development through policies on peace, security, and sustainability. These geopolitical and 

governance factors can either support stability or create dependency, depending on how they are 

managed. 
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Fill in the blank: Global governance institutions such as the __________ influence development 

through policies on peace, security, and sustainability. 

Box 5.2: Geopolitical influences and global governance in development 

 

Pilot questions 5.2 

1. What are global economic structures, and how do they affect developing countries? 

2. Define trade relations in the context of development. 

3. What is international aid, and what limitation does it often carry? 

4. Mention one negative impact of debt on development. 
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5. Give an example of a global governance institution that influences development. 

 

5.3 Nigeria’s Rapid Development Experience 

5.3.1 Historical overview of Nigeria’s development path 

Nigeria’s development trajectory has been shaped by its colonial past, abundant natural 

resources, and post-independence policies. Following independence in 1960, Nigeria embarked 

on ambitious development programmes aimed at industrialisation and modernisation. However, 

political instability and civil conflict slowed progress in the early years. The discovery and 

exploitation of oil in the 1970s transformed Nigeria’s economy, providing significant revenue 

but also creating challenges such as over-reliance on a single resource. 

Fill in the blank: The discovery and exploitation of __________ in the 1970s transformed 

Nigeria’s economy. 
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Diagram showing Nigeria’s development path from independence, through oil discovery, to 

modernisation. Figure 5.3: Historical overview of Nigeria’s development path  

 

5.3.2 Key drivers of rapid development (oil economy, institutions, policies) 

Nigeria’s rapid development has been driven by several key factors. The oil economy provided 

substantial revenue that funded infrastructure and social programmes. Institutions, such as 

government agencies and financial systems, played a role in managing resources, though often 

challenged by corruption and inefficiency. Policies aimed at industrialisation, education, and 

economic diversification also contributed to growth, even if unevenly implemented. Together, 

these drivers explain Nigeria’s periods of rapid expansion and highlight the importance of 

governance in sustaining progress. 
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Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s rapid development was driven by the oil economy, institutions, and 

__________ aimed at industrialisation and diversification. 

Table 5.3: Key drivers of Nigeria’s rapid development 

 

5.3.3 Challenges and prospects for sustainable development 

Despite periods of rapid growth, Nigeria faces significant challenges such as corruption, 

inequality, and environmental degradation from oil exploitation. Political instability and weak 

institutions have also hindered consistent progress. However, there are prospects for 

sustainable development if Nigeria can diversify its economy, strengthen governance, and 

invest in education and technology. Addressing these challenges is essential for ensuring that 

rapid development translates into long-term stability and prosperity. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s prospects for sustainable development depend on diversifying the 

economy, strengthening governance, and investing in __________. 
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Box 5.3: Challenges and prospects for Nigeria’s sustainable development 

 

Pilot questions 5.3 

1. What transformed Nigeria’s economy in the 1970s? 

2. Mention two key drivers of Nigeria’s rapid development. 

3. What challenge is associated with Nigeria’s reliance on oil? 

4. State one institutional weakness that has hindered Nigeria’s development. 

5. What are Nigeria’s prospects for achieving sustainable development? 
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5.4 Comparative and Contemporary Perspectives 

5.4.1 Comparing Nigeria’s experience with other post-colonial states 

Nigeria’s rapid development trajectory can be better understood when compared with other post-

colonial states. Countries such as Ghana, Kenya, and India also inherited colonial legacies that 

shaped their institutions and economies. While Nigeria’s oil wealth accelerated growth, Ghana 

relied more on cocoa exports, and India pursued industrialisation through planned economic 

reforms. These comparisons highlight how different resources, policies, and governance 

structures influenced development outcomes across post-colonial societies. 

Fill in the blank: Ghana relied more on __________ exports, while India pursued 

industrialisation through planned economic reforms. 

Table 5.4: Comparing Nigeria with other post-colonial states 

 

5.4.2 Contemporary lessons from colonial legacies and international conditions 

Colonial legacies and international conditions continue to shape development strategies today. 

For instance, the persistence of weak institutions and dependency on exports remains a challenge 

for many post-colonial states. At the same time, globalisation offers opportunities for trade, 

investment, and technology transfer. The lesson is that development strategies must balance 

historical realities with contemporary opportunities, ensuring that policies address both inherited 

challenges and modern global dynamics. 

Fill in the blank: Development strategies must balance historical realities with contemporary 

__________ to achieve sustainable outcomes. 
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Box 5.4: Contemporary lessons for development strategies 

 

5.4.3 Implications for future development strategies 

The implications for future development strategies are clear: nations must design policies that are 

historically informed yet forward-looking. For Nigeria, this means reducing reliance on oil, 

strengthening governance, and investing in education and technology. For other post-colonial 

states, similar principles apply, though tailored to their unique contexts. Ultimately, sustainable 

development requires integrating economic reforms with social and political realities, ensuring 

that growth is inclusive and resilient. 

Fill in the blank: Sustainable development requires integrating economic reforms with social and 

__________ realities. 
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Diagram showing implications for future development strategies, linking historical legacies, 

global conditions, and sustainable growth. Figure 5.4: Implications for future development 

strategies  

Pilot questions 5.4 

1. What resource accelerated Nigeria’s growth compared to Ghana’s reliance on cocoa? 

2. How did India pursue industrialisation after independence? 

3. What lesson can be drawn from the persistence of weak institutions in post-colonial 

states? 

4. Mention one opportunity offered by globalisation for development. 

5. What must sustainable development strategies integrate to ensure inclusivity and 

resilience? 

 

Series Summary 

This Series on colonial legacies, international conditions, and Nigeria’s rapid development was 

designed to highlight how historical influences and global structures continue to shape 

development outcomes. Its purpose was to show the interplay between inherited colonial 

systems, international economic and political conditions, and Nigeria’s unique experience of 

rapid growth, making the Series highly relevant to the sociology of development. 

We began by examining colonial legacies, including the historical background of colonialism in 

Africa, the socio-economic effects of colonial policies, and post-colonial challenges. Then we 

moved on to international conditions, focusing on global economic structures, trade relations, 

aid, debt, and geopolitical influences. Following that, we explored Nigeria’s rapid development 

experience, considering its historical trajectory, key drivers such as oil and institutions, and the 

challenges to sustainable growth. Finally, we concluded with comparative and contemporary 

perspectives, comparing Nigeria with other post-colonial states and drawing lessons for future 

strategies. By completing this Series, you should now be able to describe colonial legacies (SLOs 

5.1–5.3), examine international conditions (SLOs 5.4–5.6), outline and evaluate Nigeria’s 

development experience (SLOs 5.7–5.9), and analyse comparative and contemporary lessons for 

future development strategies (SLOs 5.10–5.12). 

 

Glossary of Terms 

Colonialism: The political and economic control of one nation over another, often involving 

exploitation of resources and imposition of foreign governance. 

Colonial policies: Rules and strategies introduced by colonial powers, usually prioritising 

resource extraction and export-oriented economies while neglecting local industries. 

Debt: Money borrowed by a country from international lenders, which must be repaid with 

interest and can restrict growth if repayment burdens are high. 
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Financial institutions: Organisations such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World 

Bank that provide loans, aid, and policy guidance to countries, often influencing their economic 

strategies. 

Geopolitical influences: The impact of international politics, alliances, and power relations on a 

country’s development, such as aid flows shaped by Cold War rivalries. 

Global economic structures: Systems and institutions that organise international trade and 

finance, influencing how countries participate in global markets. 

Global governance: International organisations and frameworks, such as the United Nations, 

that shape policies on peace, security, and sustainability. 

International aid: Financial or technical assistance provided by developed nations or 

organisations to support development in poorer countries, often with conditions attached. 

Nigeria’s oil economy: The reliance on oil as a primary source of revenue, which funded 

infrastructure and social programmes but created dependency and environmental challenges. 

Post-colonial challenges: Problems faced by countries after independence, including weak 

institutions, ethnic divisions, and economic dependency, often linked to colonial legacies. 

Trade relations: Agreements and interactions between nations that determine access to markets, 

tariffs, and competitiveness in international commerce. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 5] 

Objective questions 

1. Colonialism in Africa reshaped societies by introducing new administrative systems, 

economic structures, and __________ influences. (Linked to SLO 5.1) 

2. Colonial policies prioritised resource extraction and __________-oriented economies. 

(Linked to SLO 5.2) 

3. Arbitrary borders created ethnic tensions, while economies remained tied to __________ 

markets. (Linked to SLO 5.3) 

4. Global economic structures influence how developing countries participate in 

__________. (Linked to SLO 5.4) 

5. International aid often comes with __________ that limit autonomy. (Linked to SLO 5.5) 

6. Global governance institutions such as the __________ influence development through 

policies on peace, security, and sustainability. (Linked to SLO 5.6) 

7. The discovery and exploitation of __________ in the 1970s transformed Nigeria’s 

economy. (Linked to SLO 5.7) 

8. Nigeria’s rapid development was driven by the oil economy, institutions, and 

__________ aimed at industrialisation and diversification. (Linked to SLO 5.8) 
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9. Nigeria’s prospects for sustainable development depend on diversifying the economy, 

strengthening governance, and investing in __________. (Linked to SLO 5.9) 

10. Ghana relied more on __________ exports, while India pursued industrialisation through 

planned reforms. (Linked to SLO 5.10) 

Short-answer questions 

1. Define colonialism in the African context. (Linked to SLO 5.1) 

2. Explain one socio-economic effect of colonial policies. (Linked to SLO 5.2) 

3. Identify one post-colonial challenge faced by African nations. (Linked to SLO 5.3) 

4. Describe one negative impact of debt on development. (Linked to SLO 5.5) 

5. Outline one key driver of Nigeria’s rapid development. (Linked to SLO 5.8) 

6. State one challenge Nigeria faces in achieving sustainable development. (Linked to SLO 

5.9) 

7. Mention one lesson contemporary states can learn from colonial legacies. (Linked to SLO 

5.11) 

Long-answer questions 

1. Analyse how colonial legacies continue to influence post-colonial development in Africa. 

(Linked to SLO 5.3) 

• Basic response: Discuss colonial policies such as resource extraction and 

education systems, and explain how they created dependency and weak 

institutions. 

• Value-added response: Extend the analysis by comparing different African states, 

highlighting variations in colonial experiences and their long-term impacts on 

governance and economic diversification. 

2. Evaluate the role of international aid, debt, and financial institutions in shaping 

development trajectories. (Linked to SLO 5.5) 

• Basic response: Explain how aid provides resources but often comes with 

conditions, debt creates repayment burdens, and financial institutions influence 

policies through loans. 

• Value-added response: Critically assess structural adjustment programmes, 

discuss their social consequences, and suggest alternative approaches to 

international support. 

3. Assess Nigeria’s rapid development experience, focusing on its drivers and challenges. 

(Linked to SLOs 5.7–5.9) 

• Basic response: Describe how oil revenue, institutions, and policies contributed to 

growth, while corruption and over-reliance on oil posed challenges. 
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• Value-added response: Evaluate Nigeria’s prospects for sustainable development 

by considering diversification strategies, governance reforms, and investment in 

education and technology. 

4. Compare Nigeria’s development trajectory with that of other post-colonial states and 

draw lessons for future strategies. (Linked to SLOs 5.10–5.12) 

• Basic response: Contrast Nigeria’s oil-driven growth with Ghana’s reliance on 

cocoa and India’s planned reforms. 

• Value-added response: Analyse broader lessons about resource dependency, 

governance, and global integration, and propose how future strategies can balance 

historical legacies with contemporary opportunities. 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5] 

Objective answers 

1. Cultural 

2. Export 

3. Export 

4. Trade 

5. Conditions 

6. United Nations 

7. Oil 

8. Policies 

9. Education 

10. Cocoa 

Short-answer answers 

1. Colonialism in Africa was the political and economic control by European powers, 

involving exploitation of resources and imposition of foreign governance. 

2. One socio-economic effect was dependency on export markets due to cash crop 

cultivation. 

3. Weak institutions are a common post-colonial challenge. 

4. Debt restricts growth by creating heavy repayment burdens. 

5. Oil revenue was a key driver of Nigeria’s rapid development. 

6. Corruption is a major challenge to Nigeria’s sustainable development. 

7. Contemporary states can learn the importance of diversifying economies beyond export 

dependency. 
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Long-answer answers 

1. Basic: Colonial policies created dependency and weak institutions. Value-added: 

Different colonial experiences shaped varied outcomes across African states. 

2. Basic: Aid provides resources but limits autonomy, debt creates burdens, and financial 

institutions influence policies. Value-added: Structural adjustment programmes often 

worsened inequality, suggesting the need for alternative approaches. 

3. Basic: Oil, institutions, and policies drove growth, but corruption and reliance on oil 

posed challenges. Value-added: Diversification, governance reforms, and investment in 

education and technology are crucial for sustainability. 

4. Basic: Nigeria’s oil-driven growth contrasts with Ghana’s cocoa reliance and India’s 

planned reforms. Value-added: Lessons include avoiding resource dependency, 

strengthening governance, and leveraging globalisation for inclusive growth. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5] 

Part 5.1 Colonial Legacies and Their Impact on Development 

1. Colonialism in the African context was the political and economic control by European 

powers, involving exploitation of resources and imposition of foreign governance. 

2. The main priorities of colonial policies were resource extraction and export-oriented 

economies. 

3. Two socio-economic effects of colonial policies were dependency on external markets 

and neglect of local industries. 

4. Post-colonial challenges included weak institutions, ethnic divisions, and economic 

dependency. 

5. Arbitrary borders created ethnic tensions after independence. 

Part 5.2 International Conditions Shaping Development Trajectories 

1. Global economic structures are systems and institutions that organise international trade 

and finance, affecting how developing countries participate in global markets. 

2. Trade relations are agreements and interactions between nations that determine access to 

markets, tariffs, and competitiveness. 

3. International aid often carries conditions that limit autonomy. 

4. One negative impact of debt is that repayment burdens restrict growth. 

5. The United Nations is an example of a global governance institution that influences 

development. 

Part 5.3 Nigeria’s Rapid Development Experience 

1. Oil transformed Nigeria’s economy in the 1970s. 
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2. Two key drivers of Nigeria’s rapid development were oil revenue and government 

policies aimed at industrialisation. 

3. The challenge associated with Nigeria’s reliance on oil is over-dependence on a single 

resource. 

4. One institutional weakness that hindered Nigeria’s development is corruption. 

5. Nigeria’s prospects for sustainable development include diversification of the economy, 

stronger governance, and investment in education and technology. 

Part 5.4 Comparative and Contemporary Perspectives 

1. Oil accelerated Nigeria’s growth compared to Ghana’s reliance on cocoa. 

2. India pursued industrialisation through planned economic reforms. 

3. The persistence of weak institutions in post-colonial states shows the importance of 

governance reforms. 

4. One opportunity offered by globalisation is access to trade and technology transfer. 

5. Sustainable development strategies must integrate economic reforms with social and 

political realities. 

 

 

References and Attributions [Series 5] 

General references 

• Historical background of colonialism in Africa, socio-economic effects of colonial 
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