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e 1.2.1 Core Assumptions of Modernisation

e 1.2.2 Social and Cultural Dimensions

e 1.2.3 Critiques of Modernisation
e Part 1.3 Dependency and Mode of Production Theories

e 1.3.1 Dependency Theory and Global Inequalities

e 1.3.2 Mode of Preduction Analysis

e 1.3.3 Comparative Insights between Dependency and Modernisation
e Part 1.4 Contributions of Classical Thinkers

e 1.4.1 Max Weber’s Role in Sociology of Development

e 1.4.2 Value Systems, Norms, and Cultural Imperatives

e 143 Non-Economic Factors in Development

Intreduction

Development is one of the most widely debated concepts in sociology and the social sciences. It
1s not only about economic growth, but also about the transformation of societies, cultures, and
institutions. For learners of sociology, understanding the theories and concepts of development
provides a foundation for analysing how societies change, why inequalities persist, and what
factors drive progress or stagnation. This Series will therefore set the stage for deeper
exploration of the sociology of development by introducing you to the major theoretical
perspectives and classical contributions.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to define and explain the concept of
development, critically analyse the major theories such as modernisation and dependency, and
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evaluate the contributions of classical thinkers like Max Weber to the rise of sociology of
development.

We shall commence this Series by examining the foundations of development concepts,
including the definition of development and the distinction between economic development and
sociology of development. Next, we will explore modernisation theory, its assumptions, and
critiques. Following that, we will move on to dependency and mode of production theoriges,
considering their insights into global inequalities and comparative perspectives. Finally, we will
conclude with the contributions of classical thinkers, focusing on Max Weber and the role of
value systems, norms, and cultural imperatives as non-economic determinants of development.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 1.1 define the concept of development and distinguish between economic
development and sociology of development,

e SLO 1.2 explain the assumptions and social dimensions of modernisation theory,
e SLO 1.3 analyse the critiques of modernisation theory in relation to societal change,

e SLO 1.4 describe the key principles of dependency theory and mode of production
analysis,

e SLO 1.5 compare dependency theory with modernisation theory in explaining global
inequalities, and

e SLO 1.6 evaluate the contributions of Max Weber and other classical thinkers to the rise
of sociology of development, with particular attention to value systems, norms, and
cultural imperatives as non-economic determinants of development.

1.1 Foundations of Dewelopment Concepts

1.1.1 Definition of development

The term development refers to the process of change and improvement in the economic, social,
and cultural conditions of a society. In sociology, development is not limited to economic
growth, but also includes transformations in institutions, values, and relationships that shape how
people live. Development therefore encompasses both material progress and social change.

Fill.in the blank: Development in sociology is not limited to growth, but also
includes transformations in institutions and values.
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Box 1.541: Dimensions of Development / An Integrated Framewark
Intercontected Aspects of Societal Progress

1. 94
. Economic Dimension 2. Social Dimension

» GDP & Income « Education

» Employment » Healthcare

» Infrastucture vy » Social Welfare
» Trade

Sustainable Human /
/ Development

3. 4.
Cultural Political

Dimension NS Dimerpion
* Heritage & Arts + Governance
+ Language » Rights & Justice
+ Values & Beliefs » Participation
+ |dentity « Stablity

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrates the four core, intenceccted dimensions of development, emhaiz their integrated
nature and collective influence on holistic societal progress. \

OER Diagram Dimensions of Development. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing the multidimensional aspects of development (economic, social, cultural,
political). Figure I.1: Dimensions of development

1.1.2 Sociology of development as a field

The sociology of development is a branch of sociology that studies how societies change, the
factors that drive or hinder progress, and the consequences of development for social structures.
It focuses on the interplay between economic processes and social institutions, highlighting how
cultural values, norms, and political arrangements influence development outcomes. Unlike
economics, which often emphasises measurable growth indicators, sociology of development
examines the broader social implications of change.
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Fill in the blank: The sociology of development highlights how values and norms
influence development outcomes.

Box 1.542: Sociology of Devlopmens
Development / Key Focus Areas
Understanding Societal Progress & Change

Core Themes in the Study of Development

1. Structural 2. Social Inequality 3. Sustainable
Change Development
e
o i &
* Industrialization * Global Wealth Gaps N
] * Environmental Impact
* Urbanization & * Class & Stratfication lohaltar s
Migration * Gender & Ethnic Disparitis i
* Institutional * Community-led Growth
Moderncization

Overall Impact: This OER diagram outllins the central thenes within socology of development,

exploring exploring how societies, chas the arise, and the prsuit of equitable, sustainable futures.

OER Diagram Sociology of Development. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Box 1.1: Key focus areas of sociology of development

1.1.3 Distinction between economic development and sociology of development

Economic development refers to improvements in income levels, production, and material
wealth, often measured through indicators such as GDP, employment rates, and industrial output.
In contrast, sociology of development examines how these economic changes affect society,
including family structures, social relations, and cultural practices. While economics may ask
how to increase production, sociology asks how increased production reshapes social life.
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Fill in the blank: Economic development focuses on measurable indicators such as
while sociology of development examines social implications of change.

@ OER

Box 1.543: Economic Development vs.Sociology of Development /

A Compartive Analysis of Perspectives

1. Economic

Development

Economic Growth,
Wealth Creation

Key Indicators
GDP, GNI, Income per Capita,

Sociology of
Development

Social Change, Human Well-being,
Instititional Modernization

HDI, Gini Cofficient
Education Rates,

Industrial Output, Output, Trade
Trade Balance

3. Main Goals

Increase Material Output,
Modernize Infrasthcture,
Expand Markets

Healthcare Access, Social Equity,
Political Participation

Reduce Inequality, Improve Quality of
Foster Social Justice,

Empover Communities,

Promote Sustainable Change

Overall Impact: This OER diagram contrast the core tenets of
development with the brodher, human-centncric approach of development,
highligting, hheir distit distinct priorities and measures of progress.

OER Diagram Development Comparison.

Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Table 1.1: Comparison between economic development and sociology of development

Pilot questions 1.1
1. Define development in sociological terms.

2. What is the primary focus of sociology of development?
3. List two ways sociology of development differs from economic development.

4. Which indicators are commonly used to measure economic development?
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5. How does sociology of development view the role of cultural values in progress?

1.2 Modernisation Theory

1.2.1 Core assumptions of modernisation

Modernisation theory is a perspective that explains development as a linear process in which
societies evolve from traditional to modern stages. It assumes that all societies follow similar
paths of progress, moving from agrarian economies to industrialised and technologically
advanced systems. The theory highlights the importance of adopting modern values, institutions,
and practices as prerequisites for development.

Fill in the blank: Modernisation theory assumes that societies evolve from
economies to industrialised systems.
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Box 1.544: Modernzation Theory Stages

A Linear Model of Societal Progression

1. Traditional Stage 2. Transitional Stage 3. Modern Stage

« Agriculture-based economy » Early industriallzation @ » Industrialuzed econmy i
« Kinspih & community ties =™ | « Urban migration —> |+ High mass consumption A
» Limited technology *» New social classes * Secular & rational

* Cultural & religious focus > « Education & political » Democratic insttutions

awakening ER

Initiation of Change —— Drive to Maturity—> —— Sustained Growth —>

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrates the Modernization Theory’s
thr-tag model, showing a linear progression from traditional to modern modern societies and
highliging key characteristics and shifts at each stage

OER Diagram Moderniization Theory, Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing the linear stages of modernisation (traditional — transitional — modern).
Figure 1.2: Stages of modernisation

1.2.2 Socialand cultural dimensions

Modernisation theory emphasises the role of social values and cultural norms in shaping
development. For example, societies that encourage innovation, rationality, and achievement are
considered more likely to progress. Education, urbanisation, and secularisation are seen as key
drivers of modernisation. The theory suggests that cultural change is as important as economic
growth in achieving development.

Fill in the blank: According to modernisation theory, cultural change is as important as
growth in achieving development.
-
R
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Box 1.545: Urbanization & Education
Drivers of Modernozation & Societal Change

Urbanization

Overall Impact: This OER image shovcases how urbarization and education serve as core catallsts for moderation, d

progress, innovation, and societal development.

OER Image Modernization Drivers. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:99:00 AM WAT

Image showing urbanisation and education as drivers of modernisation. Plate 1.1: Social and
cultural drivers of modernisation

1.2.3 Critiques of modernisation

Critics argue that modernisation theory is overly simplistic and ethnocentric. It assumes that
Western societies represent the ideal model of development, ignoring the diversity of cultural
and historical experiences across the world. Furthermore, it overlooks structural inequalities in
the global system, such as colonial legacies and dependency relationships, which hinder
development in many regions.

Fill in the blank: Critics argue that modernisation theory is because it assumes
Western societies are the ideal model of development.
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Box 1.546: Critiques of Modernization Theory
/ Questioning the Linear Path of Development

Major Criiticims & Alternative Perspectives

1. Eurocentrism 2. Dependency & 3. Environmental &
& Bias Inequality Social Costs

* Based on Western « Perpeutates global North * Neglects ecological
experience dominance impact

* Ignores diverse patss * Explotation of » Social disruption &

resources anomie

* Cultural imposed 1
1395 imp * Increasee global gaps * Loss traditional cultures

Overall Impact: This OER diagram outllins the key cristirissioms of Modernization
Theory, highligting in explaning diverse development trajectiors and its faillre to global
inqullaties and sustinablity challenges

OER Diagram Critiques Modernization Theory. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Box 1.2: Key critiques of modernisation theory

Pilot.questions 1.2

1.

2.

3.

4.

What does modernisation theory assume about the path of societal development?
Identify two social or cultural drivers of modernisation.

Why is modernisation theory considered ethnocentric?

What role does education play in modernisation theory?

List one major critique of modernisation theory related to global inequalities.
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1.3 Dependency and Mode of Production Theories

1.3.1 Dependency theory and global inequalities

Dependency theory argues that underdevelopment in many countries is not simply a stage
before modernisation, but rather the result of structural relationships between developed and
developing nations. It highlights how resources flow from poorer countries to richer ones,
reinforcing global inequalities. According to this perspective, developing nations remain
dependent on industrialised economies for capital, technology, and markets, which limits their
ability to achieve autonomous growth.

Fill in the blank: Dependency theory argues that underdevelopment results from structural
relationships between and developing nations.
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Box 1.547: Dependency Theory / Global Inquality & Resource Flow @

Developed Countries @ %

(Global North)
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Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrats Dependency Terory, showing tinequal flow of resources wealth
develoing to to developed nations, perpeuting global econoomic disparities.

OER Diagram Dependency Theory. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AAM WAT

Diagram showing resource flow from developing countries to developed countries. Figure 1.3:
Resource flow.in dependency theory

1.3.2 Mode of production analysis

The mode of production refers to the way in which societies organise the production of goods
and services, including the relations between labour, capital, and ownership. In sociology of
development, mode of production analysis examines how economic systems such as feudalism,
capitalism, and socialism shape social structures and development outcomes. It emphasises that
development cannot be understood without considering the underlying economic relations that
determine how resources are produced and distributed.
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Fill in the blank: Mode of production analysis examines how economic systems such as
shape social structures and development outcomes.

Box 1.548: Modes of Production Comparison /

Feudalism, Capiatissm & Socialiasm

A Comparative Analysis of Economic Systems

o

1. Mode of
Production

Key Features

Class Structure

Economic Impact
Impact / Goal

Feudalism

+ Land-based economy
« Agricululral labor
» Localized production

» Lords/Nobles
+ Vassals/Knights
« Serfs/Peasants

« Self-sufficiency
« Social reproduction
+ Land control

Capitalism

» Private ownership

» Wage labor

» Market competition
» Profit motive

» Private accmulation
+ Economic (grners)
* (workers)

+ Capital accumulation
+ Economic growth
* Innovation

Socialism

» Social ownership
« Collective planning
(workers)

» Classless society
Distribution based nee
» Workers' control

» Social equality
d- Public welfare
« Collective well-being

Overall Impact: This OER diagram provides a concisise comparison of three major
production, highliging their deatures as class relations, and fundamental
objectives, offering fouduational understaiding of economic socologiy.

OER Diagram Modes of Production.
Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Table 1.2: Examples of modes of production and their features

1.3.3 Comparative insights between dependency and modernisation

While modernisation theory views underdevelopment as a transitional stage, dependency
theory sees it as a structural condition created by global inequalities. Modernisation emphasises
internal cultural change, whereas dependency highlights external economic exploitation. Mode
of production analysis complements dependency theory by showing how internal economic
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structures interact with global systems. Together, these perspectives provide contrasting but
valuable insights into why some societies develop more rapidly than others.

Fill in the blank: Modernisation theory views underdevelopment as a transitional stage, while
dependency theory sees it as a condition created by global inequalities.

Box 1.549: Modernization Theory vs. Dependency Theory
/ Divergent Paths of Development

Comparing Two Major Sociological Perspectives @

1. Modernization Theory 2. Dependency Teory
« & Nature of Change: Internal, ﬁ * Nature of Change, Unequal Q
ﬁ Linear Progress ¢ Structures

* External, Unequal Structures
* Cause of Underleveloppment: Internal

Factors (e.g), lack of las of capital, * External Factors, (e.g), colonial @
traditional culture) history, global capitialigm
¢ Solution: Industiization, Westernization,  Solution: Delinking, Self-Reliance,
Aid Revolution @
* Focus: Economic Growth, Education, * Focual Inequality, Resource Flow,
Democracy Power Dynamics

* Criticism: Ethoncentic, Ignores Global Criticism: Oversmplives,
Power Lacks Agency

Overall Impact: This OER diagram contrass the core tenets he tenets of

Modernizationcy Theories, highliging the cases on the differing of inequality and
path to development

OER Diagram Modernization vs Depedncy Theory, Created: Febro66 at 1:59:00 AM WAT
Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:300 AM WAT

Box 1.3: Key differences between modernisation and dependency theories

Pilot questions 1.3
1. What does dependency theory argue about the causes of underdevelopment?

2. How does resource flow between nations reinforce global inequalities?
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3. Define mode of production and give one example.

4. Compare capitalism and socialism as modes of production in terms of development
outcomes.

5. What is the main difference between modernisation and dependency theories?

1.4 Contributions of Classical Thinkers

1.4.1 Max Weber’s role in sociology of development

Max Weber was a classical sociologist whose ideas significantly influenced the rise of
sociology of development. He argued that cultural values and religious beliefs, particularly those
found in Protestant ethics, could shape economic behaviour and development outcomes. Weber
emphasised that development is not only driven by material conditions, but also by the value
systems that motivate individuals and societies. His work highlighted the importance of linking
cultural imperatives with economic progress.

Fill in the blank: Max Weber argued that ethics influenced economic behaviour and
development outcomes.
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Box 1.550: The Protesant Ethic & the Spirit of Capatalism
/ Max Weber’s Theory of Development

1. Cultural & Religious 2. Economic Behaviour 3. Economic Development
Values Outcoms
» Protesnt Ethic (Calvnism) * Rational Accting « Rise of Capitalism
» Predestination Belief Shapes » Reivisement of Profits : * Industriallization
« Hard Work & Asceticism = Mentality « Accunmlation of Capital Drives « Modern Institutions
* Delaved Gratifcation
* Fruguatly & Saving » Economic Growth
» Calling (Vocation) * Innovation & Enterprise » Secularzation

Spirit of Capitalism

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrates Max Weber's theory on how the Protesant ethic fosted ft a
specific economic mentality, leading, leading the the rise of capialism and modern economic development
OER Diagram Weberiboyy Tussday, 10, 26€6 at 1:59:00 AAM WAT

+

Diagram showing the link between cultural values, religious beliefs, and economic behaviour.
Figure 1.4: Max Weber'’s cultural determinants of development

1.4.2 Value systems, norms, and cultural imperatives

A‘value system refers to the set of principles and beliefs that guide behaviour within a society.
Norms are the expected standards of behaviour, while cultural imperatives are practices
considered essential for maintaining social order. In the context of development, these non-
economic factors influence how societies organise themselves, pursue progress, and respond to
change. For example, societies that value innovation and achievement may experience faster
economic growth compared to those that emphasise tradition and conformity.




Fill in the blank: A value system refers to the set of and beliefs that guide behaviour

within a society.

Box 1.551: Non-Economic Factors Influnening
Development / Cultural & Normative Imperatives

Key Examples of Values, Norms & Beliefs

3. Cultural
Imperatives

2. Norms &

1. Value Systems
Institutions

¢ Individualism vs. Collectisis

Rule of Law & Property Righ Religious Belieifs &

* Future Orienation (e.g.,

saving, planning)

* Trust & Social Capital

* Emphasis on Education

Corruption Rights
Corruption Tolerance

Gender Roles & Equality

Practices
Tradition vs. Innovation

Social Hirarchiy & Mobility

& Knowledge

* Work Ethic & Discipline Environmental Attitudes

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrates the profuund influence, non-econming value
systems, social norms, and belefs, on shaping development trajectiors and societial progress.

OER Diagram Non-Ectcotors. Created: 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Box 1.4: Examples of non-economic factors influencing development

1.4.3 Non-economic factors in development

Non-economic factors such as cultural values, social norms, and political institutions play a
crucial role in shaping development outcomes. They determine how resources are used, how
societies adapt to change, and how individuals pursue opportunities. For instance, Nigeria’s rapid
development has been influenced not only by economic policies, but also by cultural imperatives
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such as communal solidarity and respect for authority. These factors can either accelerate or
hinder progress depending on how they interact with economic structures.

Fill in the blank: Non-economic factors such as cultural values and social norms can either
or hinder progress depending on their interaction with economic structures.

Box

Box 1.552: i

Nigerian Culturia Cultural Factors Influnicing
Development / Commurity, & Progress

Key Cultural Values & Their Societal Impact

1. Core Cultural Values 2. Development Outcomes
- Economic Impact
R\ | ! | P » Community-led projects & infrastructure
* Micro-finance & support networks
. . Shapes .

Communal Solidarity: Social Behavior & >$oaal Impact

* Extended family networks Governance » Social cohision & safety nets

* Cooperative labor (e.g, “Osusu’circles) l/ « Conflict resdution & stability

* Collective decision-making + Knowledge transfer & menteshop
Respect for Authority: B

» Reverence for elders & traditional leaders POlltlca‘l Impact :

« Deference to community institutions * Trust in leadership (local governance)

« Social order & higerchy » Civic participation & mabilzation

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrates how key Nigerian cultural values like communal solidarity and

authory foster coperative behavior and stable governance, sigvernance, signicanly influening various development
outcoms.

OER Diagram Nigeria Development Factors. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Image showing Nigerian society with cultural practices influencing development. Plate 1.2:
Cultural imperatives in Nigerian development

Pilot questions 1.4
1. What role did Max Weber play in the rise of sociology of development?

2. Define value system and explain its importance in development.
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3. Give two examples of norms that influence development outcomes.
4. How do cultural imperatives shape economic behaviour?

5. Explain how non-economic factors contributed to Nigeria’s rapid development.

Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to the theories and concepts of development, providing a
foundation for understanding how societies change and progress. We began by exploring the
definition of development and the distinction between economic development and sociology of
development. Then, we examined modernisation theory, its assumptions; social dimensions, and
critiques. Following that, we studied dependency theory and mode of production analysis,
highlighting how global inequalities and economic structures shape development outcomes.
Finally, we considered the contributions of classical thinkers, particularly Max Weber, and the
role of value systems, norms, and cultural imperatives as non=economic determinants of
development.

By working through these Parts, you should now be able to define development and distinguish it
from economic growth, explain the assumptions and critiques of modernisation theory, analyse
dependency and mode of production perspectives, and evaluate the contributions of Max Weber
and other classical thinkers. In line with the Series Learning Outcomes, you are equipped to
critically assess both economic and non-economic factors influencing development, and to apply
these insights to real-world contexts such as Nigeria’s rapid development.

Glossary of Terms

o Cultural imperatives: Practices or values considered essential for maintaining social
order, such as education, family obligations, or religious traditions.

o Dependency theory: A perspective that explains underdevelopment as the result of
structural relationships between developed and developing nations, where resources flow
from poorer countries to richer ones.

o Development: The process of change and improvement in the economic, social, and
cultural conditions of a society, encompassing both material progress and social
transformation.

o Economic development: Improvements in income levels, production, and material
wealth, often measured through indicators such as GDP, employment rates, and industrial
output.

e Mode of production: The way societies organise the production of goods and services,
including relations between labour, capital, and ownership, which shapes social structures
and development outcomes.

-
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e Modernisation theory: A perspective that views development as a linear process in
which societies evolve from traditional to modern stages, emphasising cultural change
and adoption of modern institutions.

e Norms: Expected standards of behaviour within a society that guide how individuals act
and interact.

e Sociology of development: A branch of sociology that studies how societies change, the
factors that drive or hinder progress, and the consequences of development for social
structures and institutions.

e Value system: A set of principles and beliefs that guide behaviour within a society,
influencing how individuals and communities pursue progress andtespond to change.

e  Weber, Max: A classical sociologist who argued that cultural values and religious
beliefs, particularly Protestant ethics, could shape economic behaviour and development
outcomes.

Concept Check Questions 1
Objective questions

1. Which theory views development as a linear process from traditional to modern stages?
(Linked to SLO 1.2)

2. Dependency theory argues that underdevelopment is caused by: a) Lack of education b)
Structural global inequalities €) Rapid industrialisation d) Cultural conformity (Linked to
SLO 1.4)

3. Max Weber associated economic behaviour with which cultural influence? (Linked to
SLO 1.6)

4. Which of the following is a measurable indicator of economic development? a) Family
structure b)GDP c) Cultural norms d) Value systems (Linked to SLO 1.1)

5. In mode of production analysis, which system is characterised by private ownership and
profit motive? (Linked to SLO 1.4)

Short-answer questions
1. Define development from a sociological perspective. (Linked to SLO 1.1)
2. Explain one critique of modernisation theory. (Linked to SLO 1.3)
3." Describe one feature of socialism as a mode of production. (Linked to SLO 1.4)

4. State one way in which sociology of development differs from economic development.
(Linked to SLO 1.1)

5. Give one example of a non-economic factor that influences development outcomes.
(Linked to SLO 1.6)

Long-answer questions

-
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1. Analyse the differences between modernisation theory and dependency theory in
explaining underdevelopment. (Linked to SLO 1.5)

2. Evaluate the role of non-economic factors such as value systems and cultural imperatives
in shaping Nigeria’s rapid development. (Linked to SLO 1.6)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1]
Objective questions

1. Modernisation theory.

2. Structural global inequalities.

3. Protestant ethics.

4. GDP.

5. Capitalism.
Short-answer questions

1. Development in sociology refers to the process of change and improvement in economic,
social, and cultural conditions, including transformations in institutions and values.

2. One critique is that modernisation theory is ethnocentric, assuming Western societies are
the ideal model of development.

3. Socialism features collective ownership and a planned economy, aiming to promote
equity.

4. Sociology of development focuses on social structures and cultural values, while
economic development emphasises measurable indicators like GDP.

5. Examples include cultural values such as innovation, norms like cooperation, or
imperatives such as education.

Long-answer questions

1. Basic response: Modernisation theory views underdevelopment as a transitional stage,
emphasising internal cultural change, while dependency theory sees underdevelopment as
a structural condition caused by global inequalities and exploitation. Value-added
response: Outstanding learners may highlight that modernisation theory assumes a
universal path of progress, whereas dependency theory critiques this by showing how
colonial legacies and unequal trade relations perpetuate dependency. They may also note
that mode of production analysis complements dependency theory by examining internal
economic structures.

2. Basic response: Non-economic factors such as communal solidarity, respect for
authority, and cultural values have influenced Nigeria’s rapid development alongside
economic policies. Value-added response: Outstanding learners may expand by
evaluating how Nigeria’s cultural imperatives interact with political institutions and
economic structures, noting both positive contributions (such as emphasis on education
and family obligations) and challenges (such as traditional practices that may slow
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innovation). They may also compare Nigeria’s experience with other societies to show
the broader relevance of non-economic factors.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1]
Answers to Pilot Questions 1.1

1. Development in sociological terms refers to change and improvement in economic,
social, and cultural conditions, including transformations in institutions and values.

2. The primary focus of sociology of development is the interplay between economic
processes and social institutions, highlighting cultural and social implications of change.

3. Sociology of development differs from economic development by focusing on social
structures and cultural values rather than measurable indicators like GDP.

4. Common indicators of economic development include GDP, employment rates, and
industrial output.

5. Sociology of development views cultural values as key determinants of progress,
influencing how societies pursue and sustain development.

Answers to Pilot Questions 1.2

1. Modernisation theory assumes that societies develop in a linear path from traditional to
modern stages.

2. Two social or cultural drivers of modernisation are education and urbanisation.

3. Modernisation theory is considered ethnocentric because it assumes Western societies are
the ideal model of development.

4. Education plays a role by promoting rationality, innovation, and achievement, which are
seen as essential for modernisation.

5. A major critique is that modernisation theory neglects global inequalities and historical
legacies.

Answers to Pilot Questions 1.3

1./ Dependency theory argues that underdevelopment is caused by structural relationships
between developed and developing nations.

2. Resource flow from developing nations to developed nations reinforces global
inequalities by enriching industrialised economies while limiting poorer nations.

3. Mode of production refers to how societies organise production, including relations
between labour, capital, and ownership. One example is capitalism.

4. Capitalism encourages growth but creates inequalities, while socialism promotes equity
but may restrict efficiency.
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5. Modernisation theory views underdevelopment as a transitional stage, while dependency
theory sees it as a structural condition created by global inequalities.

Answers to Pilot Questions 1.4

1. Max Weber contributed to sociology of development by linking cultural values and
religious beliefs, particularly Protestant ethics, to economic behaviour and development
outcomes.

2. A value system is a set of principles and beliefs that guide behaviour within a society,
shaping how individuals and communities pursue progress.

3. Two examples of norms influencing development outcomes are cooperation and
punctuality.

4. Cultural imperatives shape economic behaviour by motivating individuals to pursue
practices considered essential, such as education or family obligations:

5. Non-economic factors such as communal solidarity and respect for-authority contributed
to Nigeria’s rapid development alongside economic policies.

References and Attributions [Series 1]
General course content

e The instructional content for Series 1 was developed from the course outline provided in
SOC 407: Sociology of Development.

e Concepts such as modernisation theory, dependency theory, mode of production, and
Max Weber’s contributions were drawn directly from the attached course document.

e Coursecode: SOC 407
e Course title: Sociology of Development

e Course credit load: 3

SERIES 2: Socio-Economic Analysis and Growth

Series outline

e Part 2.1 Foundations of socio-economic analysis
e 2.1.1 Definition and scope of socio-economic analysis
o
R
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e 2.1.2 Relationship between development and growth
e 2.1.3 Key indicators of socio-economic change
e Part 2.2 Economic factors in development
e 2.2.1 Value systems and profit motives
e 2.2.2 Norms and cultural imperatives as determinants
e 2.2.3 Interaction between economic and social structures
e Part 2.3 Non-economic factors in socio-economic change
e 2.3.1 Political institutions and governance
e 2.3.2 Social norms and family structures
e 2.3.3 Cultural influences on growth
o Part 2.4 Comparative perspectives on growth and development
e 2.4.1 Distinction between economic development and sociology of development
e 2.4.2 Case insights from Nigeria’s rapid development
e 2.4.3 Global conditions shaping socio-economic outcomes

Introduction

Economic growth is often seen as the engine of progress, but growth alone does not explain the
full picture of development. Societies change not only through rising incomes and production,
but also through shifts in social structures, cultural values, and political arrangements. This
Series will help you explore the socio-economic dimensions of development, showing how both
economic and non-economic factors interact to shape outcomes.

The aim of this Series is to enableyou to analyse the relationship between development and
growth, evaluate the role of economic and non-economic factors, and apply comparative
perspectives to real-world contexts such as Nigeria’s rapid development.

We shall commence this Series by examining the foundations of socio-economic analysis,
including its definition, scope, and key indicators. Next, we will consider economic factors such
as value systems, profit motives, and norms as determinants of development. Following that, we
will explore non=economic factors, including political institutions, social norms, and cultural
influences. Finally, we will wrap up by comparing economic development with sociology of
development, using Nigeria’s experience and global conditions to highlight how socio-economic
analysis provides deeper insights into growth and change.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e - SLO 2.1 define socio-economic analysis and explain its scope in relation to development
and growth,

e SLO 2.2 identify and describe key indicators of socio-economic change,

e SLO 2.3 analyse how economic factors such as value systems, profit motives, and norms
influence development outcomes,
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e SLO 2.4 evaluate the role of non-economic factors including political institutions, social
norms, and cultural influences in shaping socio-economic change, and

e SLO 2.5 compare economic development with sociology of development, applying
insights from Nigeria’s rapid development and global conditions.

2.1 Foundations of Socio-Economic Analysis

2.1.1 Definition and scope of socio-economic analysis

Socio-economic analysis refers to the study of how social and economic factors interact to
influence development and growth. It examines the relationship between economic indicators
such as income, production, and employment, alongside social structures like family, education,
and cultural values. The scope of socio-economic analysis is broad, covering both measurable
economic outcomes and the social implications of these changes.

Fill in the blank: Socio-economic analysis examines the relationship between economic
indicators such as income and , alongside social structures like family and education.

-
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Box 1.553: Socio-Economic Analysis / OER
An Integrated Approach to Development

Understanding the Internxeccted Dynamics of Progress

1. Social Factors 2. Economic Factors
 Education & Healthcare * GDP & Income Growth
* Social Equity & Inclusion Development Outcomes Employment & Labor Market

: Investment & Capital Flow
Cultural Norms & Values « Sustainable Growth | o &Tp i
« Political Stability & Governance NESLUCIUTe SURBCTINSIORY

* Human Well-being
o i * Trade & Market Access
Community Networks & Trust Poverty Reduction

* Improved Living
Inclusive Progress

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrates the core concept of socio-economic analysis,
highlstiging how social economic factors are exretibly linke and and collectiely tinistic
holistic hovistt eyelopment outcoms, unsorifettomes, unsdcrcling the need for

integrated strategies.

OER Diagram Socio-Economic Analysis. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing the interaction between social and economic factors. Figure 2.1: Interaction of
social and economic factors in development

2.1.2 Relationship between development and growth

Development refers to the broader transformation of societies, including social, cultural, and
institutional change, while growth is the increase in measurable economic indicators such as
GDP and production. Growth can contribute to development, but development requires more
than just rising incomes. For example, a country may experience economic growth without
significant improvements in education, healthcare, or equality. Socio-economic analysis helps us
understand how growth translates into meaningful development.
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Fill in the blank: Growth refers to measurable increases in GDP and production, while
development involves broader transformations in society.

OER
Box 1.554: Economic Growth vs. Socio- J
Economic Development /
A Compartive Analysis of Concepts
Differtating Two Approachs to Progress
1. Economic Growth 2. Socio-Economic Development
» Quantiative Increase in Output ¢ Qualitive Change & Well-being
Material Expansion Structural Transformation
GDP & Income Rise Social & Human Progress
Indicators Indicators
* GDP Growth Rate * HDI (Human Development Index)
* GNI (Gross National Incone) * Education & Health Rates
Industrial Output Poverty Reduction
Trade Volume Inequality Gaps
Nature & Goal Broad, Holstic
* Narrow, Monetary ¢ Load, Holistic
Short-term/Medium-term Improved Quality of Life
Wealth Creation

Overall Impact: This OER diagram clarifies the findamental differances betwen economic growth
and socio-econimic develoment in socology, highliting the shiff from purly
economic metrics to a broader, human-centric perspectiv.

OER Diagram Growth vs. Development. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Table 2.1: Distinction between growth and development

2.1.3 Key indicators of socio-economic change

Indicators of socio-economic change are measures used to assess both economic progress and
social transformation. Economic indicators include GDP, employment rates, and income
distribution, while social indicators include literacy levels, life expectancy, and family structure.
Together, these indicators provide a more complete picture of how societies are evolving. For
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instance, rising GDP alongside declining poverty levels suggests both growth and development,
whereas rising GDP with widening inequality may indicate growth without development.

Fill in the blank: Literacy levels and life expectancy are examples of indicators of
socio-economic change.

Box 1.555: Socio-Economic Indicators / @
Measuring Change & Progress
Key Examples for Analysis

1. Economic Indicators 2. Social Indicators

Human Development Index

/\fl' GDP Growth Rate (HDI)

% GNI per Capita

9% Inflation Rate

.%1 Unenployment Rate

Life Expectency
Literacy Rate

Access of Education

[i_\._ Income Inquality (Gini
Coefficient)

Healthcare Access

?‘i Trade Balance Poverty Rate

D -

Gender Equality

Q=005 S =

Overall Impact: This OER diagram provides a concise overview of key economic and social

indicators used to measure socio-economic change and development in societies.

OER Diagram Socio-Economic Indicators. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Box 2.1: Examples of socio-economic indicators

Pilot questions 2.1
1. Define socio-economic analysis in your own words.

2. What is the main difference between growth and development?
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3. Give two examples of economic indicators of socio-economic change.

4. Provide one example of a social indicator of socio-economic change.

5. Why is socio-economic analysis important for understanding development?

2.2 Economic Factors in Development

2.2.1 Value systems and profit motives

A value system is a set of principles and beliefs that guide behaviour within a society. In
economic terms, value systems influence how individuals and organisations pursue profit and
allocate resources. For example, societies that value innovation and efficiency often encourage
entrepreneurship and technological advancement. The profit motive refers to the drive to earn
financial gain, which is a key factor in capitalist economies. Together, value systems and profit
motives shape economic activity and can accelerate or hinder.development depending on how
they align with social priorities.

Fill in the blank: The profit motive refers to the drive to-earn gain, which is central
to capitalist economies.

-
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Box 1.556: Value Systems & Profit Motve
/ Drivers of Economic Development

(G (5 2\
1. Value Systems N 3. Development
Economic Activity Outcoms
» Cultural Ethics » Economic Growth
* Social Norms & Trust - Capital Accumulation * Social Progress
« Future Orientation « Market Competition « Infratstucture
Community vs. Individualisn% « Innovation & Consunption Development
« Self-Interest SRocourcaallocation » Human Well-being /\/
A [
5_[25 &= 11|
=/ J

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrates how both value systems and the motve

interact to drive economic activity activity, shaping various development outcoms in a
society.

OER Diagram Value Systems & Profit. Ccated: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing the relationship between value systems, profit motives, and economic activity.
Figure 2.2: Value systems and profit motives in development

2.2.2 Norms.and cultural imperatives as determinants

Norms are expected standards of behaviour that guide how individuals act in society, while
cultural imperatives are practices considered essential for maintaining social order. In
economic development, norms such as punctuality, honesty, and cooperation can improve
productivity and trust in markets. Cultural imperatives, such as education or family obligations,
influence how resources are invested and how societies prioritise growth. These social
determinants often interact with economic structures, shaping the pace and direction of
development.
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Fill in the blank: Norms such as punctuality and cooperation can improve and trust
in markets.

Box 1.557: Cultural Norms & Imperatives /
Shaping Economic Development

Key Examples of Non-Economic Factors

1. Norms & Institutions 2. Cultural Imperatives
/‘/ Rule of Law & Property Rights * Religious Beliefs & Practices &
* Corruption Tolerance "‘\ * Tradition @ O

t
» Work Ethic & Discipline O 1A.'.‘

* Gender Roles & Equality QT

5 oSy . . .
e Gender Roles & Equality > u Environmental Attitudes

Tradition vs. Innovation

Social Hirachiy & Mobility (&

 Trust & Social Capital Future Orienation (eg. saving, planning)

Overall Impact: This OER diagram provides a concise overview of how nor-

non-ecoomic factors, including imperatves, signficantly influence of trajetetory and
outcomes of economic development in societies.

OER Diagram Norms & Cultural Imperatives. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:000 AM WAT

Box 2.2: Examples of norms and cultural imperatives influencing economic development

2.2.3 Interaction between economic and social structures

Economic factors do not operate in isolation; they interact with social structures such as family,
education, and political institutions. For instance, profit motives may drive industrial growth, but
without supportive social structures like education systems, the benefits of growth may not be
widely shared. Similarly, value systems that emphasise equity can shape policies that redistribute
wealth, ensuring that development outcomes are inclusive. Socio-economic analysis therefore
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requires examining how economic drivers and social institutions reinforce or constrain each
other.

2.3 Non-Economic Factors in Socio-Economic Change

2.3.1 Political institutions and governance

Political institutions are the structures and systems through which power is organised and
exercised in society. They include governments, legislatures, and legal frameworks. Governance
refers to the processes and practices by which decisions are made and implemented. Strong
political institutions and effective governance can promote stability, enforce laws, and create
policies that support development. Conversely, weak institutions may lead to corruption,
instability, and poor resource management, which hinder socio-economic progress.

Fill in the blank: Weak political institutions may lead to corruption, instability, and poor
management, which hinder socio-economic progress.

-
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Box 1.558: Political Institutions & Governance /

Shaping Development Outcomes
A Causal Model for Societal Progress

1. Political 2. Governance 3. Development
Institutions Outcomes Outcomes

APE)
@ 84- Q*;Do

. LeadTo > ° Political Stability Enable > &ﬂﬁ
» Democratic Systems « Effective Law Enforrement [ Economic Growth

* Rule of Low & Courts » Transparent Resource

* Government Agencies Management

* Government Agencies * Accauabllity & Anti-Corruption
« Civil Society Organizations * Public Service Delivery

« Social Equity & Inclusion
« Sustainable Development
« Improved Quality of Life

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrats how effective poliiical Instiuttions foster sourd gowrince oistoment. Created: Tuesday, February, 10, 2666 at 1:59.00 AM WAT
torfi tum drive posiive soclo-scanomic devalopment and socleltal progress.

Diagram showing the role of political institutions in socio-economic change. Figure 2.3:
Political institutions and governance in development

2.3.2 Social'norms and family structures

Social norms are shared expectations about behaviour, while family structures refer to the
organisation of households and kinship relations. These non-economic factors influence how
societies allocate resources, educate children, and support social cohesion. For example, norms
that emphasise cooperation and honesty can strengthen trust in economic transactions. Family
structures also affect labour supply, inheritance patterns, and social mobility, all of which shape
development outcomes.
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Fill in the blank: Social norms that emphasise cooperation and honesty can strengthen
in economic transactions.

=R
Box 1.559: Social Norms & Family Structures /

Shapping Development Outcomes

Key Examples of Non-Ecoromic Factors

1. Social Norms A Family Structures

g'g' Gender Roles & Equality 6%_0 Extended Family Networks
Ethic & Discipli Nucl Extended Famil
@ Work Ethic & Discipline % uclear vs Extended Family

8{@8 Erspomt uition ﬁ Child-reaing Practices

rgfg‘oq Community vs. Individulism @4} Child-reaing Practices

“—
@ Corruption Tolerance @ @J Intergenerational Support g@

\— /

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrates how social norms and famisctures significantly
influence development outcomes by shaping behavior, institutions and community dynamics

OER Diagram Social Norms & Family Structtres. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 26€66 at 1:59:00 A AM WAT

Box 2.3: Examples of social norms and family structures influencing development

2.3.3 Cultural influences on growth

Culture refers to the shared values, beliefs, and practices of a society. Cultural influences can
shape attitudes towards work, education, innovation, and social change. For instance, cultures
that value achievement and progress may encourage entrepreneurship, while those that
emphasise tradition may resist rapid change. Cultural factors therefore play a dual role: they can

-

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



either accelerate growth by fostering innovation or slow it down by reinforcing conservative
practices.

Fill in the blank: Cultures that value achievement and progress may encourage ,
while those that emphasise tradition may resist rapid change.

Box 1.560: Cultural Influences / @
Shaping Socio-Economic Growth

Key Cultural Drivers & Their Impact on Progress

1. Cultural Practices 2. Socio-Economic Growth
« Education & Learning g” Foster & Drive | « Economic Growth

* Innovation & Creativity Technological Advantcment

* Human Capital Development
T
Q

Q0
o

Social Coheision

 Tradition & Heritage @
» Social Norms & Values Sustainable Development

* Trust & Coporation @ &

LO

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrates how various cultural

practices and values serve as powerful drivers of soo-economic growth,

shaping innovation, human doverls, human development and collective
progress in societies.

OER Diagram Cultural Influennces on Growth. Tuesday. February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Image showing cultural practices influencing economic activity. Plate 2.1.: Cultural influences
on socio-economic growth

Pilot questions 2.3
1. What role do political institutions play in socio-economic change?

2. How can weak governance hinder development outcomes?
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3. Give one example of a social norm that influences economic transactions.
4. Provide one example of a family structure that affects development.

5. Explain how cultural values can either accelerate or slow down growth.

2.4 Comparative Perspectives on Growth and Development

2.4.1 Distinction between economic development and sociology of development

Economic development focuses on measurable improvements such as GDP growth,
employment rates, and industrial output. In contrast, the sociology of development examines
how these economic changes affect social structures, cultural values, and-institutions. While
economics asks how to increase production and wealth, sociology asks how increased production
reshapes social life. This distinction is important because growth without social transformation
may not lead to meaningful development.

Fill in the blank: Sociology of development examines how economic changes affect
structures, cultural values, and institutions.

-
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Box 1.561: Economic Development vs.

L Ll Qi OER
Development / Differing Discipiliary Approachs

A Compartive Analysis of Fields of Study

1. Economic Development 2. Sociology of Development

Primary Focus Qualitive Change
* Material Prosperity * Social Well-being
Key GP, GNI, Trade * Social Structures, Norms
* |Investment, Industrialization * Ineqality, Institutions
* Poverty Alivivation (Income) * Human Development, Culture
Methodlogy Metholtive Research
* Economic Models * Case Studes, Surveys
* Statistical Analysis * Historical Analysis
* Cost-Beneit Analysis
Goal/Emphasis Social Equity
* Wealth Creation e Human-Centered Progress

* Efficiency & Markets

Overall Impact: This OER diagram provides a concise comparison of Economic

Socilogy Developst and Development, highliging thent focci, methologies, and
ultimate goals in undersanding and driving societal progress

OER Diagram Economic vs. Sociology of Creiet. Created: Tebevary, 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Table 2:3: Distinction between economic development and sociology of development

2.4.2 Case insights from Nigeria’s rapid development

Nigeria provides a useful case study for understanding socio-economic analysis. Its rapid
development has been influenced not only by economic policies such as industrialisation and oil
revenue, but also by non-economic factors including cultural imperatives, communal solidarity,
and respect for authority. These cultural and social elements have shaped how resources are used
and how growth translates into development outcomes. Nigeria’s experience demonstrates that
development cannot be explained by economic indicators alone.
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Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s rapid development has been influenced by economic policies and
non-economic factors such as communal and respect for authority.

Box

Box 1.562: Nigeria: A Socii-Economic Development OER
Case Study / Weaving Culture Indusrial Growth

An Integrated Aproach to Progress

1. Cultural Practices & Values 2. Industrial Growth &

A Development Outcomes
c” _
Communal Solidarity Fosters & Sustains ﬁ@ Economic Impact N

» Extended Family networks

« Collective to Osusu’ Circles”) y
 Social Impact

@ » Community-led Infrastructure

Respect Solitority » Local Manufacturing Hubs
« Extended for networks
« Cooperative labor “Osusu’ circles” l.i‘i - ’
« Collectie decional leaders . Share.d Economic Benefits
Benefits

Respect for Authority:
« Reverence t Elders
« Deference for Institutions

« Stable Governance
« Social Covelsionce (less corruption)

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrates Niquia's socic cio-econommic development, showasing how deep-rooto-
contcn-rooted cultural values respect and ncbriag are intescy are integrate with modern, with ‘nidecnieral industriity &

foerrused foccusented progress, prgress, and Salsicocieties. This sustarinable, hybrid momodeY olstoict model of
African development.

OER Diagram Nigeria Development Factors. Created: February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Image showing Nigeria’s industrial growth alongside cultural practices. Plate 2.2: Nigeria’s
socio-economic development experience

2.4.3 Global conditions shaping socio-economic outcomes

Development outcomes are also shaped by global conditions, including trade relationships,
technological diffusion, and international institutions. For example, dependency theory
highlights how structural inequalities in the global economy can limit development in poorer
nations. At the same time, globalisation can provide opportunities for innovation and access to
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new markets. Socio-economic analysis therefore requires considering both internal factors and
external global influences.

Fill in the blank: Globalisation can provide opportunities for innovation and access to new

Box 1.5563 @

Global Conditions / Shaping Socio-Economic Outcomes
Key Examples of External Factors & Their Impact

1. Economic Factors 4 2. Social & Environnental Factors

¢ Global Trade & Tariffs g Climate Change & Disasters

¢ |International Investment Flows

Global Health Crisies

(esntafon & Pandemics) %

Migration & Refuges

¢ Debt & Financial Crises %

¢ Debt & Financial Crises

e Commodity Prices

¢ Technololigal Diffusion %

Overall Impact: This OER diagram provides a concise overview of how
global condtions and factors signficanty influence soci-economi soo-economic

Geopoteticl Conflicts

Human Rights & Governance

@5
| @

developories and outcomes in societies worldwide, highlting internected natlre of
natr of global progress.

OER Diagram Global Conditions Socio-Economic
Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Box 2.4: Examples of global conditions influencing socio-economic outcomes

Pilot questions 2.4

1. What is the main distinction between economic development and sociology of
development?
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2. How has Nigeria’s rapid development been shaped by non-economic factors?
3. Give one example of a cultural imperative that influenced Nigeria’s development.
4. What role do global conditions play in shaping socio-economic outcomes?

5. Explain how dependency theory views global inequalities in relation to development.

Series Summary

This Series on socio-economic analysis and growth was designed to help you explore how
economic and social factors interact to shape development outcomes. Its purpose was to move
beyond a narrow focus on economic growth and highlight the broader social, cultural, and
institutional dimensions of development. By doing so, it reinforced the relevance of socio-
economic analysis to the wider study of sociology of development.

We began by defining socio-economic analysis and clarifying its scope, before distinguishing
between growth and development and identifying key indicators of socio-economic change. We
then examined economic factors such as value systems, profit motives, norms, and cultural
imperatives, showing how they interact with social structures. Following that, we explored non-
economic factors including political institutions, governance, social norms, family structures, and
cultural influences. Finally, we compated economic development with sociology of
development, drawing insights from Nigeria’s rapid development and global conditions. By
completing this Series, you should now be able to define socio-economic analysis (SLO 2.1),
identify indicators of socio-economicchange (SLO 2.2), analyse economic factors (SLO 2.3),
evaluate non-economic influences (SLO 2.4), and compare perspectives on development using
case studies and global contexts (SLO.2.5).

Glossary of Terms

Culture: The shared values, beliefs, and practices of a society that shape attitudes towards work,
education, innovation, and social change.

Economic development: Measurable improvements in a society’s economy, such as GDP
growthy @mployment rates, and industrial output.

Governance: The processes and practices by which decisions are made and implemented within
political institutions.

Global conditions: External factors such as trade relationships, technological diffusion, and
international institutions that influence development outcomes.

Growth: The increase in measurable economic indicators such as GDP, production, and
employment.

Indicators of socio-economic change: Measures used to assess both economic progress (e.g.
GDP, employment rates) and social transformation (e.g. literacy levels, life expectancy).
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Norms: Shared expectations about behaviour within a society that influence trust, cooperation,
and productivity.

Political institutions: Structures and systems through which power is organised and exercised,
including governments, legislatures, and legal frameworks.

Profit motive: The drive to earn financial gain, which is central to capitalist economies and
influences economic activity.

Sociology of development: The study of how economic changes affect social structures, cultural
values, and institutions, focusing on the broader social implications of growth.

Socio-economic analysis: The study of how social and economic factors interact to influence
development and growth, combining measurable economic outcomes with social implications.

Value system: A set of principles and beliefs that guide behaviour within a society, shaping how
individuals and organisations pursue economic activity.

Concept Check Questions [Series 2]
Objective questions

1. Which of the following best describes socio-economic analysis? a) Study of GDP alone
b) Study of social and economic factors together ¢) Study of cultural traditions only d)
Study of political institutions only (Linked to SLO 2.1)

2. Which indicator is a measure of social transformation? a) GDP b) Employment rates c)
Literacy levels d) Industrial output (Linked to SLO 2.2)

3. The profit motive refers to the drive to earn: a) Social recognition b) Financial gain c)
Political power d) Cultural aceeptance (Linked to SLO 2.3)

4. Weak governance often leads to: a) Stability and growth b) Corruption and poor resource

management ¢) Innovation and entrepreneurship d) Increased literacy (Linked to SLO
2.4)

5. Which of the following is a key distinction between economic development and
sociology of development? a) Economic development focuses on GDP, while sociology
of development focuses on social structures. b) Economic development studies culture,
while sociology of development studies production. ¢) Both focus only on
industrialisation. d) Both measure only employment rates. (Linked to SLO 2.5)

Short-answer questions
1./ Define socio-economic analysis. (Linked to SLO 2.1)

2. State one economic indicator and one social indicator of socio-economic change. (Linked
to SLO 2.2)

3. Explain how value systems influence economic activity. (Linked to SLO 2.3)
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4. Give one example of a family structure that affects development outcomes. (Linked to
SLO 2.4)

5. Mention one global condition that shapes socio-economic outcomes. (Linked to SLO 2.5)
Long-answer questions

1. Analyse how economic factors such as value systems, profit motives, and norms interact
with social structures to influence development outcomes. (Linked to SLO 2.3)

2. Evaluate the role of non-economic factors such as political institutions, secial norms, and
cultural influences in shaping socio-economic change. (Linked to SLO 2.4)

3. Compare economic development with sociology of development, using Nigeria’s rapid
development as an example. (Linked to SLO 2.5)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2]
Objective questions
1. b) Study of social and economic factors together
2. c) Literacy levels
3. b) Financial gain
4. b) Corruption and poor resource management

5. a) Economic development focuses on GDP, while sociology of development focuses on
social structures

Short-answer questions

1. Socio-economic analysis is the study of how social and economic factors interact to
influence development and growth.

2. Economic indicator: GDP; Social indicator: literacy levels.

3. Value systems guide behaviour and priorities, influencing how individuals and
organisations pursue profit and allocate resources.

4. Extended family structures can affect labour supply, inheritance, and social mobility.

5. Trade relationships are one example of global conditions shaping socio-economic
outcomes.

Long-answer questions

1. ' Basic response: Economic factors such as value systems, profit motives, and norms drive
economic activity, but their impact depends on social structures like education and
family. For instance, profit motives may encourage industrial growth, but without
education systems, growth may not benefit all. Value-added response: Outstanding
learners may highlight how value systems that emphasise equity shape redistributive
policies, while norms such as cooperation enhance trust in markets. They may also
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compare capitalist and socialist contexts to show how these interactions vary across
societies.

2. Basic response: Non-economic factors such as political institutions, social norms, and
cultural influences shape socio-economic change by promoting stability, guiding
behaviour, and influencing attitudes towards innovation. Value-added response:
Outstanding learners may expand by evaluating how weak governance leads to
corruption, while strong institutions foster inclusive growth. They may also discuss how
cultural imperatives like education accelerate development, contrasting societies that
embrace innovation with those that resist change.

3. Basic response: Economic development focuses on measurable indicators like GDP,
while sociology of development examines social structures and cultural values. Nigeria’s
rapid development shows that both economic policies and cultural imperatives matter.
Value-added response: Outstanding learners may compare Nigeria’s experience with
dependency theory, noting how global conditions such as trade and oil revenue interact
with local cultural imperatives. They may also argue that Nigeria’s case illustrates the
need to integrate economic and sociological perspectives for a fuller understanding of
development.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2]
Answers to Pilot Questions 2.1

1. Socio-economic analysis is the study of how social and economic factors interact to
influence development and growth.

2. Growth is the increase in measurable economic indicators such as GDP and production,
while development involves broader social, cultural, and institutional transformations.

3. Economic mdicators include GDP, employment rates, and income distribution.
4. Social indicators include literacy levels, life expectancy, and family structure.

5. Socio-economic analysis is important because it provides a complete picture of
development by combining economic outcomes with social implications.

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.2

1. A value system in economic terms is a set of principles and beliefs that guide behaviour
and influence how individuals and organisations pursue profit and allocate resources.

2. The profit motive is the drive to earn financial gain, central to capitalist economies.
3. One example of a norm is punctuality, which improves productivity and trust in markets.

4. One example of a cultural imperative is education, which shapes how resources are
invested and prioritised.

-
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5.

Economic factors interact with social structures by reinforcing or constraining
development outcomes, such as profit motives requiring education systems to supply
skilled labour.

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.3

1.

Political institutions provide stability, enforce laws, and create policies that support
development.

Weak governance hinders development by leading to corruption, instability, and poor
resource management.

One example of a social norm is honesty, which strengthens trust in economic
transactions.

One example of a family structure is the extended family, which influences labour supply
and inheritance patterns.

Cultural values can accelerate growth by fostering innovation or slow it down by
reinforcing conservative practices.

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.4

1.

The main distinction is that economic development focuses on measurable indicators like
GDP, while sociology of development examines social structures and cultural values.

Nigeria’s rapid development has been shaped by non-economic factors such as
communal solidarity and respect for authority, alongside economic policies.

One example of a cultural imperative is education, which influenced Nigeria’s
development.

Global conditions such as trade relationships and technological diffusion shape socio-
economic outcomes by creating opportunities or reinforcing inequalities.

Dependency theory views global inequalities as structural conditions that limit
development in poorer nations by favouring wealth accumulation in richer countries.

References and Attributions [Series 2]

General course content

-

The instructional content for Series 2 was developed from the course outline provided in
SOC 407: Sociology of Development.

Concepts such as socio-economic analysis, growth versus development, value systems,
profit motives, norms, cultural imperatives, political institutions, and global conditions
were drawn directly from the Series framework.
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e Course code: SOC 407
e Course title: Sociology of Development

e Course credit load: 3

SERIES 3: Sociological Implications of Development

3.1 Social transformation and development

e 3.1.1 Concept of social transformation
o 3.1.2 Relationship between social change and economic growth
e 3.1.3 Indicators of social transformation in‘developing societies

3.2 Inequality and social stratification

e 3.2.1 Forms of inequality (economic, gender, regional)
e 3.2.2 Social stratification and mobility in development contexts
e 3.2.3 Implications of inequality for sustainable development

3.3 Cultural dynamics in development

e 3.3.1 Role of cultural values-and traditions in shaping development outcomes
e 3.3.2 Tensions between modernisation and cultural preservation
e 3.3.3 Case studies of cultural influences on development trajectories

3.4 Globalisation and sociological perspectives

e 3.4.1 Globalisation as a driver of social change
e 3.4.2 Dependency theory and world-systems perspectives
o 3.4.3 Sociological implications of global interconnectedness for developing nations

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored socio-economic analysis and growth, focusing on how economic

and non-economic factors interact to shape development outcomes. Building on that foundation,
this Series turns our attention to the sociological implications of development. It is important to

-
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recognise that development is not only about economic progress but also about the profound
social changes it brings, including shifts in culture, inequality, and global interconnectedness.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to critically examine the social dimensions
of development, highlighting how transformation, inequality, cultural dynamics, and
globalisation influence societies in both positive and challenging ways.

We shall commence this Series by examining social transformation and its relationship . with
development. Next, we will move on to inequality and social stratification, considering their
implications for sustainable development. Following that, we will explore cultural dynamics;
focusing on the tensions between modernisation and cultural preservation. Finally, we will
conclude with globalisation and sociological perspectives, analysing how global
interconnectedness shapes development outcomes in contemporary societies.

Series Learning Qutcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
e SLO 3.1 define social transformation and explain its relationship with development,
e SLO 3.2 identify indicators of social transformation in developing societies,
e SLO 3.3 analyse forms of inequality such as economic, gender, and regional disparities,

e SLO 3.4 evaluate the implications of social stratification and mobility for sustainable
development,

e SLO 3.5 explain how cultural values and traditions shape development outcomes,

e SLO 3.6 assess the tensions between modernisation and cultural preservation in
development contexts,

e SLO 3.7 examine globalisation as a driver of social change,

o SLO 3.8 apply sociological perspectives such as dependency theory and world-systems
analysis to global development, and

e SLO 3.9 evaluate the sociological implications of global interconnectedness for
developing nations.

3.1 Social Transformation and Development

3.1.1 Concept of social transformation

Social transformation refers to significant changes in the structure and functioning of a society,
often involving shifts in values, norms, institutions, and relationships. It is broader than simple
social change, as it implies deep and lasting alterations that affect how people live, interact, and
organise themselves. Social transformation is closely linked to development because economic

-
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progress often triggers changes in education, family structures, political institutions, and cultural
practices.

Fill in the blank: Social transformation refers to significant changes in the and
functioning of a society.

Box 1.564: Social Transformation & Development/ @

A Dynamic Interonction
Mapping the Causal Links of Societal Progress

1. Values & Beliefs «Shapes Behavior 2. Norms & Rules

" Development Outcomes

* Economic Growth & Equity /\/
* Improved Well-being

« Sustainable Future
» Social Coahision @ ]

3. Institutions & Fosters Projtess = 4. Social
PN
W Organizations il < Relationships —&

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrats the dynamic, interrforncted process of social transformation

and development, showing how changes in values, norms and relationships collectely drive societal progress.

OER Diagram Social Transformation, Development. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing the relationship between social transformation and development. Figure 3.1:
Social transformation as a dimension of development

3.1.2 Relationship between social change and economic growth

Social change refers to gradual or incremental modifications in social behaviour, institutions, or
cultural patterns. While economic growth focuses on measurable increases in production and
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income, social change highlights how these economic shifts influence society. For example,
industrialisation may lead to urbanisation, which in turn alters family structures and social
mobility. Development is most effective when economic growth and social change reinforce
each other, creating both material prosperity and improved social wellbeing.

Fill in the blank: Industrialisation may lead to , which in turn alters family structures
and social mobility.

Box 1.565: Economic Growth Factors vs. Sociannge Ouc omes
A Causal Relationship in Development

Mapping the Interoncected Impacts on Society

( 1. Economic Growth Factors w ( 2. Social Change Outomes w
% Investment in Infrastucture ,@‘@' ﬁﬂ Improved Living Standards ﬁ

e Technologial Innovation * New Job Opportunities

ﬂ/h/ﬂ % New Job Oportunities
|| Increased Producivity @ Eﬂ‘_ Urbanization & Moderration Eﬂi

* Access of Education & Skills ¢ Enhanced Social Mobility
@ Trade & Market Expansion {E%‘ @;@ Cultural Shifts & New Norms O@
& = « =0

Overall Impact:
This OER diagram illustrates the direct causal links between key economic growth factors and

resuting change outtoms, highliging how material driviees broader societal transfornation and
development

OER Diagram Economic Growth vs. Chanage. Created: Tebsday, 10.
26666 2h at 1:599:00 AM WAT

Table 3.1: Relationship between economic growth and social change

3.1.3 Indicators of social transformation in developing societies
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Indicators of social transformation are measurable signs that a society is undergoing
significant change. These include rising literacy rates, increased gender equality, shifts in family
structures, political participation, and cultural adaptation to modernisation. In developing
societies, such indicators reveal whether economic growth is translating into meaningful social
progress. For instance, improvements in education and healthcare often signal that development
is not only economic but also social.

Fill in the blank: Rising literacy rates and increased gender equality are examples of
of social transformation.

Box 1.566: Indicators of Social Transformation
Measuring Progress in Developing Societies

a 1. Social Indicators w A 2. Cultural & Political Indicators w
2
|| Literacy & Education Rates I._Af\,_ % Media Access Freedom ﬁ
 Life Expectency Rates * Medio Paricipation
»
@ Life Expectency & Health % Civic Participation
: ; Q L :
@@ Gender Equality Indices _dh Shift in Values (eapl. seclurzation)
e Urbanization Rate » Secularinazation)
» Social Mobility * Rule of Law & Rights
Trade & Market Expansion (é?\ 5‘1@ Access of Technology @
& Y iy

Overall Impact:
This OER diagram illustrates the direct causal links between key economic growth broad sond

resuting change outtoms, highliging how matering shits, human well weinn, tiams, rights, and
development

OER Diagram Economic Growth vs. Chanage. Created: Tebsday, 10.
26666 2h at 1:599:00 AM WAT

Box 3.1: Examples of indicators of social transformation

Pilot questions 3.1

-
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1. Define social transformation in your own words.

2. What is the difference between social change and social transformation?
3. Give one example of how economic growth can lead to social change.
4. Mention two indicators of social transformation in developing societies.

5. Why is social transformation important for development?

3.2 Inequality and Social Stratification
3.2.1 Forms of inequality

Inequality refers to the uneven distribution of resources, opportunities, and privileges within a
society. It can take many forms, including economic inequality (differences in income and
wealth), gender inequality (unequal treatment or opportunities based on gender), and regional
inequality (disparities between urban and rural areas or across different regions). These forms of
inequality often overlap, creating complex challenges for development.

Fill in the blank: Economic inequality refers to differences in and wealth within a
society.

-
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Box 1.567: Forms of Inequality /
Typologies & Impacts on Development
A Compartive Analysis of Social Disparities

1. Type of Inequality

Economic Inequality E{ﬂ

Social Inequality ,ﬁpgﬁ

2. Description

Unequal distribution & wealth,
income & assets

Disparties in status, social
capital, & opportunities

Examples in
Development
Contexts

Income gap, asset concentration,
poverty rates

Education, healthcare, political
participation, justice

Unguual rights, opportunities,
& treatment beatment
based of gender

Wage gap, limited education/healf
access, political underesspperrati

Gender Inequality g@;ﬂ

Geographic Inequality

Disparties between regions
(urban vs, rural,
core vs, perrery)

Infrarstucture, services, jobs, &
povertypoverty concertation

=

g Access of information, online

Digital Inequali i g
g quality education, job opportunities

Overall Impact: This OER table provides a concise overview of various for inquality, outlning descriptions and
specific examples wthin development contexts, highlgting their multatected negative impacts on societal

OER Diagram Forms of Inequality, Created: Tuesday, 10, February,
26666 at 1:59:00 ANM WAT

Table 3:2: Forms of inequality in development contexts

3.2.2 Social stratification and mobility in development contexts

Social stratification is the hierarchical arrangement of individuals or groups in society based on
factors such as class, status, or power. It determines access to resources and opportunities. Social
mobility refers to the ability of individuals or groups to move up or down the social hierarchy. In
development contexts, stratification can either hinder or promote progress depending on whether
mobility is possible. For example, societies with rigid class systems may limit opportunities,
while those with open mobility encourage innovation and productivity.

Fill in the blank: Social mobility refers to the ability of individuals or groups to move
or down the social hierarchy.
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Box 1.568: Social Stratfication & Mobility

/ Naviating the Social Hierachy

1. Elite & Upper Class

~\
= Downard Mobility
Economic Hardsiad,
Unplolyiment,

Lack of Opportunity

Upward Social Mobility
Achieved Status, Education
Career Advancoent

2. Middle Class

>
Horizontal Mobility
Job Change, Relocation
Working Class

&

4. Lower Class &
Impovrohed

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrates the concept social stratition as hieorchy;,
demonsarting how social mobiity allows indviduals and groups to move between differeen
different social clases based various factors.

Created: Tuesday, Februay, February 10, 26666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT
OER Diagram Social Stratfication

Diagram showing social stratification and mobility. Figure 3.2: Social stratification and mobility
in development

3.2.3 Implications of inequality for sustainable development

Inequality has significant implications for sustainable development, which aims to balance
economic growth, social inclusion, and environmental protection. High levels of inequality can
lead to social unrest, weaken trust in institutions, and reduce overall productivity. Conversely,
reducing inequality promotes fairness, strengthens social cohesion, and ensures that development
benefits are widely shared. Addressing inequality is therefore essential for achieving long-term
stability and inclusive growth.

&
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Fill in the blank: Reducing inequality promotes fairness, strengthens social cohesion, and ensures
that development are widely shared.

Box 1.569: Implications of Inequality for Sustainable
Development / Key Impacts on Societal Progress

1. Environmental Impacts | 2. Social & Economic Impacts

I Resource Depletion ﬁ%ﬁ:% Social Unrest & Conflict

c-
Pollution E_ Reduced Economic Growth
@ Pollution & Waste {% Poor Health & Education

Climate Villerabilt
&>, Climate Vullerability G=P Political Instability

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrates the direct causal links between
key economic growth broad sord ressd resulting change outtoms, highliging how

he matering shits, human well weitiams, rights, and development.

OER Diagram Economic Growth vs. Chanage. Created: Tebsday, 10. 26666 2h at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Box 3.2: Implications of inequality for sustainable development

Pilot questions 3.2
1.© Define inequality and mention its main forms.

2. What is the difference between social stratification and social mobility?
3. Give one example of regional inequality.
4. How does rigid stratification affect development outcomes?

-

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



5. Why is addressing inequality important for sustainable development?

3.3 Cultural Dynamics in Development

3.3.1 Role of cultural values and traditions in shaping development outcomes

Culture refers to the shared values, beliefs, and practices of a society. These cultural values and
traditions strongly influence how communities respond to development initiatives. For example,
societies that value education and innovation often experience faster progress, while those that
emphasise tradition may resist rapid change. Culture therefore acts as both a driver and a
constraint in development processes.

Fill in the blank: Societies that value and innovation often experience faster
progress in development.

-
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Box 1.570: Cultural Values & Traditions @
Shaping Development Outomes

Key Cultural Drivers & Their Impact on Progress

1. Cultural Values & TractioJ|s 2. Development Outomes
« Education & Learning $- | Influence & Direct| « Economic Growth a
* Innovation & Creativity * Human Capital & Skills
 Tradition & Heritage * Economic Progress

» Social Norms & Ethics @ » Sustainable Practices @
» Social Norms & Values » Social Coheision

* Trust & Coporanity @ * Good Governance (E

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrates how various cultural
culltonal ingraned values and traditions shapes a wide canges a range of
shaping iuman devean deval puitomes, fostring fostering societal
progress.

OER Diagram Cultural Values & Growth. Tuesday. February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Image showing cultural‘practices such as education, innovation, and tradition influencing
development outcomes. Plate 3.1: Cultural values shaping development outcomes

3.3.2 Tensions between modernisation and cultural preservation

Modernisation refers to the adoption of new technologies, institutions, and lifestyles associated
with industrial and post-industrial societies. While modernisation can improve living standards,
it often creates tension with cultural preservation, as traditional practices may be sidelined or
lost. For instance, urbanisation may weaken extended family networks, while global media can
challenge local cultural identities. Balancing modernisation with cultural preservation is a key
challenge in development.

-
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Fill in the blank: Urbanisation may weaken family networks, while global media
can challenge local cultural identities.

Box 1.571: Modernization vs. Cultural Preservation / @

Naviating Societal Change
A Dynamic Balancing Act for Development

Tension / Conflict \ (
1. Modernization o) o3 2. Cultural Preservation T

» Technologcal Advancement /\ » Traditional Values & Beliefs
* Industrialization & Urbanization e_e * Indigenous Languages
 Global Integration » Customs & Rituals

* Seculuzation \/ » Community Identity

i M
[a)
Balance / Synthesis

« Sustainable Progress
» Hybrid Identties
* Resilient Societies

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrates the dynamic tension and palanen
motential balween and cultural

preservzation, highltaltiging how societies navigates ar-thes forces tos to achieve integrated
development outcomes.

OER Diagram Modernization vs. Culture. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing the tension between modernisation and cultural preservation. Figure 3.3:
Balancing modernisation and cultural preservation

3.3.3 Case studies of cultural influences on development trajectories

Case studies provide practical insights into how culture shapes development. For example, in
some Asian societies, respect for authority and communal solidarity have supported rapid
industrialisation. In contrast, societies that prioritise tradition over innovation may experience
slower growth. These examples highlight that development strategies must be culturally

-
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sensitive,

context.

recognising that cultural dynamics can accelerate or hinder progress depending on

Fill in the blank: Development strategies must be culturally , recognising that
cultural dynamics can accelerate or hinder progress.

OER
Box 1.572: Case Study Highlights /

Cultural Influences on Development Trajectories

Real-World Examples of Culture Shaping Progress

1.

Bty

f

East Asian “Tiger” Economies

e Confiunian Values Jante Law (Community Focus)
* Emphasis of Education & Discipline ¢ High Trust & Cooeration

* Saving & Investment Ethic * Eelaglarianism Equality

¢ Strong Social Cooeision “ Innovation & Social Welfare

Overal Impact
This OER diagram provides concise case study highlights, demonstating how

deep-rooted cultural values and practices in different societies influcanly influipment
developmors and socto-economic outcomes, offering valuable lessons for

global progress initiatives.

OER Diagram Cultural Influencdes. Created: Tuesday, February 10,2666 at 1:99.00 AM WAT

Box 3.3

: Case study highlights of cultural influences on development

Pilot questions 3.3
1. How do cultural values and traditions shape development outcomes?

2. What is modernisation, and why does it create tension with cultural preservation?

3. Give one example of how urbanisation affects cultural practices.

-
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4. Mention one case study where culture accelerated development.

5. Why must development strategies be culturally sensitive?

3.4 Globalisation and Sociological Perspectives

3.4.1 Globalisation as a driver of social change

Globalisation refers to the increasing interconnectedness of societies through trade,
communication, migration, and cultural exchange. It acts as a powerful driver of social change
by spreading new ideas, technologies, and lifestyles across borders. For instance, globalisation
can expand access to education and healthcare, but it may also challenge traditional practices and
create dependency on external markets.

Fill in the blank: Globalisation refers to the increasing of societies through trade,
communication, migration, and cultural exchange.

-
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Box 1.573: Globalsation & Social Change /

Mapping Interononxected Impacts

[ |

* Market Integration
* Job Displacnent/Creation
* Economic Inquality

1 (g al
* Market Cultures Urbanisation

* Cultural Homogeniisation \ e a7 | - Family Structure Shifts
U ad * Social Movements

* Global Trade & Economics
* Digital Communication & Media
¢ Migration & Cultural Exchange

[ z TR ] / ¢ Transantional Institutions
‘ 4

* Hybrid Cultures . ) \A[

* Cultural Homogenisation * Sovereenity Debates
¢ |dentity Shifts ¢ Global Goverance

* Policy Diffusion

* Intercontected Societies
* Increased Complexity
* New Opportunities & Challenges

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrates the mulifisated process of globasation, demorting how it acts a
a ppowerful catiyles| cataylst, driving intermected changes econcomic, sanges acress steclural, poltlcal
spheical spheres, ultumatlly shaping socieztial oucton wutcomes worldwide.

OER Diagram Globalsation & Social Change. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT “

Diagram showing globalisation as a driver of social change. Figure 3.4: Globalisation and social
change

3.4.2 Dependency theory and world-systems perspectives

Dependency theory argues that global inequalities are maintained because poorer nations
depend on richer nations for trade, technology, and finance. This dependency limits their ability
to achieve independent development. World-systems theory expands this idea by categorising
countries into core, semi-periphery, and periphery, showing how global economic structures
reinforce inequality. Both perspectives highlight the sociological implications of globalisation,
emphasising that development outcomes are shaped by structural relationships between nations.

-
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Fill in the blank: Dependency theory argues that global inequalities are maintained because
poorer nations on richer nations for trade, technology, and finance.

Box 1.574:

Dependency Theory vs. World-Systems Theory
/ Alternative Views on Global Inequality

A Compartive Analysis of Explarratiny Framewarks

1. Theory 2. Key Ideas 3. Examples
Dependency Teory
* Global economic system unequal « Resolrce extraction in
* Developed 'core’ explots former colonies « Debt burdans of developing
Underdlopouipntoaud depererry Uith TolTtrias Cotnnies

* Lndiertavelopment a result of depalidoy Unequal terms of trade
for perineiry

2. World-Systems Theory

* World divided itro core, semi-pestery, & « Rise of East Asian economies * Global supply chains & labor
Dynamic, evouiates wealth, perpertiry (semi-peupply chains & labor Historical shifts in global power
provides labor/resources division

» Semi-Syshery as intermdiate role

Overall Impact: This OER table provides a comparate overview of Derty and World-Systems

Theories, highltigting their differring perspectives on global inequlaity, the dynamics of world
econony, and pathways to development

OER Diagram Dependeny vs.-Vystems. Created: Tubruary 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Table 3.3: Dependency theory and world-systems perspectives

3.4.3 Sociological implications of global interconnectedness for developing
nations

Global interconnectedness has profound sociological implications for developing nations. On the
positive side, it can foster innovation, cultural exchange, and access to global markets. On the
negative side, it may deepen inequality, erode cultural identity, and expose societies to external
shocks such as financial crises. Sociologists emphasise the need for balanced strategies that
harness the benefits of globalisation while protecting vulnerable communities.

-
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Fill in the blank: Global interconnectedness can foster innovation and cultural exchange but may
also erode identity.

Box 1.575: Socioogical Implications of
Global Interideness / For Develping Nations

Mapping Complex Impacts on Societies & Cultures

(a N 7 : \
1. Social & Cultural Impacts 2. Economic & Political Impacts

Hybrid Cultures 1@ /‘/DI Economic Inquality D/ﬂ/’ﬂﬂ.
Q. Identity Shi gi@ X i e\
y Shifts Labor Explocation
D 2CY
(=] . ; P @a Political Infllunce (External) 5%
Changing Social Norms g @

New Communication @ @ Depondency Concerns
Patterns
S AL TN 24

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustratas to the multtutiected implications of global
solobial interonccecerness for developing nations, highliging both challenges and

oportuties and savigaes soceties navigate rapid change.

OER Diagram Globaloation & Developing Nations.
Created: Tuebruary 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Box 3.4: Sociological implications of global interconnectedness

Pilot questions 3.4
1.© Define globalisation and explain how it drives social change.

2. What is the main argument of dependency theory?
3. How does world-systems theory categorise nations?

4. Mention one positive and one negative implication of global interconnectedness.
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5. Why do sociologists emphasise balanced strategies in responding to globalisation?

Series Summary

This Series on the sociological implications of development was designed to highlight how
development extends beyond economic growth to encompass profound social changes. Its
purpose was to help you recognise the importance of social transformation, inequality,cultural
dynamics, and globalisation in shaping development outcomes. By situating development within
a sociological framework, the Series reinforced the relevance of social structures, cultural values,
and global conditions to the broader study of sociology of development.

We began by examining social transformation and its relationship with development, before
moving on to inequality and social stratification, considering their implications for sustainable
development. Following that, we explored cultural dynamics, focusing on how values and
traditions shape development outcomes and the tensions between modernisation-and cultural
preservation. Finally, we concluded with globalisation and sociological perspectives, analysing
dependency theory, world-systems theory, and the implications of global interconnectedness for
developing nations. By completing this Series, you should now be ableto define social
transformation (SLO 3.1), identify indicators of social change (SLO 3.2), analyse inequality and
stratification (SLO 3.3-3.4), explain cultural influences (SLO 3.5-3.6), and evaluate
globalisation through sociological perspectives(SLO 3.7-3.9).

Glossary of Terms
Culture: The shared values, beliefs, and practices of a society that influence behaviour,
traditions, and responses to development.

Dependency theory: A sociological perspective that argues poorer nations remain
underdeveloped because they depend on richer nations for trade, technology, and finance.

Economic inequality: Differences it income and wealth among individuals or groups within a
society.

Gender inequality: Unequal treatment or opportunities based on gender, often affecting access
to education, employment, and leadership.

Globalisation: The increasing interconnectedness of societies through trade, communication,
migration, and cultural exchange.

Indicators of social transformation: Measurable signs of significant social change, such as
rising literacy rates, increased gender equality, and greater political participation.

Modernisation: The adoption of new technologies, institutions, and lifestyles associated with
industrial and post-industrial societies.

Regional inequality: Disparities in resources and opportunities between different geographical
areas, such as urban and rural regions.

-
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Social change: Gradual or incremental modifications in social behaviour, institutions, or cultural
patterns.

Social mobility: The ability of individuals or groups to move up or down the social hierarchy.

Social stratification: The hierarchical arrangement of individuals or groups in society based on
factors such as class, status, or power.

Social transformation: Significant and lasting changes in the structure and functioning of a
society, affecting values, norms, institutions, and relationships.

Sustainable development: Development that balances economic growth, social inclusion, and
environmental protection to ensure long-term stability and fairness.

World-systems theory: A sociological perspective that categorises nations into core, semi-
periphery, and periphery, showing how global economic structures reinforce inequality.

Concept Check Questions [Series 3]
Objective questions

1. Which of the following best describes social transformation? a) Gradual modifications in
behaviour b) Significant and lasting changes 1n society’s structure and functioning c)
Economic growth alone d) Preservation of cultural traditions (Linked to SLO 3.1)

2. Which of the following is an indicator of social transformation? a) GDP growth b) Rising
literacy rates c) Industrial output d) Export levels (Linked to SLO 3.2)

3. Social stratification refers to: a) Equal distribution of resources b) Hierarchical
arrangement of individuals or groups in society ¢) Gradual cultural change d) Adoption
of modern technologies (Linked to SLO 3.3)

4. Which of the following is a positive implication of reducing inequality? a) Increased
social unrest b) Strengthened social cohesion c¢) Decline in productivity d) Weakening of
institutions (Linked to SLO 3.4)

5. World-systems theory categorises nations into: a) Developed and developing b) Core,
semi-periphery, and periphery c) Urban and rural d) Modern and traditional (Linked to
SLO 3.8)

Short-answer questions
1. Define social transformation. (Linked to SLO 3.1)
2. State one indicator of social transformation in developing societies. (Linked to SLO 3.2)

3. Explain the difference between social stratification and social mobility. (Linked to SLO
3.3)

4. Give one implication of inequality for sustainable development. (Linked to SLO 3.4)

5. How do cultural values influence development outcomes? (Linked to SLO 3.5)

-

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



What is modernisation, and why does it create tension with cultural preservation?
(Linked to SLO 3.6)

Define globalisation. (Linked to SLO 3.7)
What is the main argument of dependency theory? (Linked to SLO 3.8)

Mention one sociological implication of global interconnectedness for developing
nations. (Linked to SLO 3.9)

Long-answer questions

1.

Analyse the relationship between social transformation and development, using examples
from developing societies. (Linked to SLO 3.1-3.2)

Evaluate the role of inequality and social stratification in shaping sustainable
development outcomes. (Linked to SLO 3.3-3.4)

Assess the tensions between modernisation and cultural preservation, providing relevant
case studies. (Linked to SLO 3.5-3.6)

Compare dependency theory and world-systems theory, and discuss their relevance to
globalisation and development. (Linked to SLO 3.8-3.9)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Seri€s 3]
Objective questions

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

b) Significant and lasting changes in society’s structure and functioning
b) Rising literacy rates

b) Hierarchical arrangement of individuals or groups in society

b) Strengthened social cohesion

b) Core, semi-periphery, and periphery

Short-answer questions

1.

-

Social transformation refers to significant and lasting changes in the structure and
functioning of a society.

Rising literacy rates.

Social stratification is the hierarchical arrangement of individuals or groups, while social
mobility is the ability to move up or down that hierarchy.

Inequality can weaken trust in institutions and reduce productivity.

Cultural values shape priorities, such as valuing education or tradition, which influence
development outcomes.

Modernisation is the adoption of new technologies and institutions; it creates tension with
cultural preservation because traditional practices may be sidelined.
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7. Globalisation is the increasing interconnectedness of societies through trade,
communication, migration, and cultural exchange.

8. Dependency theory argues that poorer nations remain underdeveloped because they
depend on richer nations for trade, technology, and finance.

9. One implication is the erosion of cultural identity.
Long-answer questions

1. Basic response: Social transformation is linked to development because economic
growth often triggers changes in education, family structures, and political participation.
For example, industrialisation may lead to urbanisation, which alters social mobility.
Value-added response: Outstanding learners may highlight how indicators such-as
gender equality and literacy rates show that development is not only economic but also
social. They may also compare different societies to illustrate varying paths of
transformation.

2. Basic response: Inequality and stratification shape development by limiting access to
resources and opportunities. Rigid stratification hinders mobility, while reducing
inequality promotes fairness and inclusion. Value-added response: Outstanding learners
may evaluate how inequality affects sustainable development goals, linking it to social
unrest or productivity. They may also use case studies to. show how addressing inequality
strengthens institutions and long-term growth.

3. Basic response: Modernisation improves living standards but often creates tension with
cultural preservation, as traditional practices may be weakened. For example,
urbanisation can reduce the role of extended families. Value-added response:
Outstanding learners may assess case studies where cultural preservation was balanced
with modernisation, such as societies that integrate traditional values into modern
institutions. They may also discuss global media’s role in reshaping cultural identities.

4. Basic response: Dependency theory argues that poorer nations depend on richer ones,
while world-systems theory categorises nations into core, semi-periphery, and periphery.
Both highlight structural inequalities in globalisation. Value-added response:
Outstanding learners may compare the two theories, showing how they explain persistent
global inequalities. They may also discuss their relevance to contemporary issues such as
trade imbalances, technology transfer, and global crises.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]
Answers to Pilot Questions 3.1

1. Social transformation is significant and lasting changes in the structure and functioning of
a society.

2. Social change is gradual modification, while social transformation is deeper and more
enduring.

-
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3. Industrialisation can lead to urbanisation, which alters family structures and social
mobility.

4. Rising literacy rates and increased gender equality.

5. Social transformation is important because it ensures that economic growth translates into
meaningful social progress.

Answers to Pilot Questions 3.2

1. Inequality is the uneven distribution of resources, opportunities, and privileges. Its main
forms are economic, gender, and regional inequality.

2. Social stratification is the hierarchical arrangement of individuals.or groups, while social
mobility is the ability to move up or down that hierarchy.

3. An example of regional inequality is better healthcare in cities compared to rural areas.
4. Rigid stratification limits opportunities and hinders innovation, slowing development.

5. Addressing inequality is important because it promotes fairness, strengthens social
cohesion, and supports sustainable development:

Answers to Pilot Questions 3.3

1. Cultural values and traditions shape development outcomes by influencing priorities such
as education, innovation, or preservation of traditions.

2. Modernisation is the adoption‘of new technologies and institutions. It creates tension with
cultural preservation because traditional practices may be sidelined.

3. Urbanisation can weaken extended family networks.

4. In some Asian societies, respect for authority and communal solidarity accelerated
industrialisation:

5. Development strategies must be culturally sensitive to ensure they align with local values
and avoid resistance.

Answers to Pilot Questions 3.4

1. / Globalisation is the increasing interconnectedness of societies through trade,
communication, migration, and cultural exchange, driving social change.

2. Dependency theory argues that poorer nations remain underdeveloped because they
depend on richer nations for trade, technology, and finance.

3.  World-systems theory categorises nations into core, semi-periphery, and periphery.

4. Positive implication: access to global markets. Negative implication: erosion of cultural
identity.

5. Sociologists emphasise balanced strategies to harness the benefits of globalisation while
protecting vulnerable communities.

-
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References and Attributions [Series 3]
General course content

e The instructional content for Series 3 was developed from the course outline provided in
SOC 407: Sociology of Development.

o Concepts such as social transformation, inequality, stratification, cultural dynamics,
modernisation, globalisation, dependency theory, and world-systems theory-were drawn
directly from the Series framework.

e Course code: SOC 407
e Course title: Sociology of Development

e Course credit load: 3

SERIES 4: Contributions of Max Weber and Non-
Economic Determinants

4.1 Max Weber’s contributions to the sociology of development

e 4.1.1 Weber’s concept of rationalisation
e 4.1.2 The Protestant ethic and the spirit of capitalism
e 4.1.3 Bureaucracy and.its role in modern development

4.2 Non-economic determinants of development
e 4.2.1 Political institutions and governance

e 4.2.2 Social norms and value systems
o 4.2.3 Cultural imperatives and traditions

4.3 Interactions between economic and non-economic factors
e 4.3.1 How non-economic determinants shape economic outcomes
e 4.3.2 Case studies of societies where non-economic factors influenced development

trajectories
e 4.3.3 Implications for policy and planning

-
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4.4 Contemporary relevance of Weber and non-economic determinants

e 4.4.1 Application of Weberian ideas in modern development contexts
e 4.4.2 Non-economic determinants in globalisation and modernisation
e 4.4.3 Lessons for sustainable development strategies

Introduction

In the last Series, we examined the sociological implications of development, focusing on social
transformation, inequality, cultural dynamics, and globalisation. Building on that foundation, this
Series turns to the contributions of Max Weber and the role of non-economic determinants in
shaping development. Weber’s ideas remain highly influential in sociology, offering insights into
how values, institutions, and cultural factors interact with economic processes to drive or hinder
progress.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to Weber’s major contributions to the sociology of
development and to highlight the importance of non-economic determinants such as political
institutions, social norms, and cultural imperatives. By the end of the Series, you will be able to
critically evaluate how these factors influence development outcomes and apply Weberian
perspectives to contemporary contexts.

We shall commence this Series by exploring Max Weber’s contributions, including his concepts
of rationalisation, the Protestant ethic, and bureaucracy. Next, we will move on to non-economic
determinants of development, examining political institutions, social norms, and cultural
imperatives. Following that, we will consider how economic and non-economic factors interact,
supported by case studies and implications for policy. Finally, we will conclude with the
contemporary relevance of Weber’s ideas and non-economic determinants, assessing their
application in modern development strategies and globalisation.

Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
e SLO 4.1 define Max Weber’s concept of rationalisation,
o SLO 4.2 explain the Protestant ethic and its link to the spirit of capitalism,
e  SLO 4.3 describe the role of bureaucracy in modern development,

e SLO 4.4 analyse the influence of political institutions and governance as non-economic
determinants of development,

e SLO 4.5 explain how social norms and value systems shape development outcomes,

e SLO 4.6 evaluate the role of cultural imperatives and traditions in development
processes,
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e SLO 4.7 assess how non-economic determinants interact with economic factors to
influence development trajectories,

e SLO 4.8 examine case studies where non-economic factors significantly shaped
development outcomes,

e SLO 4.9 apply Weberian ideas to contemporary development contexts,

e SLO 4.10 evaluate the relevance of non-economic determinants in globalisation and
modernisation, and

e SLO 4.11 assess lessons from Weber and non-economic determinants for sustainable
development strategies.

4.1 Max Weber’s Contributions to the Sociology of
Development

4.1.1 Weber’s concept of rationalisation

Rationalisation is Max Weber’s idea that modernisocieties increasingly rely on logic, efficiency,
and rules rather than tradition or emotion. It describes the shift towards systematic organisation
and decision-making, often seen in institutions such as law, education, and industry.
Rationalisation is central to development because it enables predictable outcomes, standardised
processes, and greater productivity. However, Weber also warned that excessive rationalisation
could lead to a “disenchantment of the world,” where human values and creativity are
overshadowed by rigid systems.

Fill in the blank: Rationalisation refers to the increasing reliance on , efficiency, and
rules rather than tradition or emotion.

-
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Box 1.576: Max Weber’s Rationalisation / @
From Tradition to Efficiency

Dynamic Baltwlt in Societal Nations

Mapping the Complex Impacts on Societies & Cultures

R AT T vy Shift Towards Rationality 2. Rational & Efficient Actiofia

Customs & Habits ﬂ@

» Rules & Procedures

« Sentiments & Habits ( /-\ > ¢ Calculation & Logic
* Sentiments & Beliefs U * Calculation & Logic

* Subjectetity * Prediciizabily

e Rationlized Spheres @
A f | i i : x "

Hierabichal Structure » Cost-Benit Analysis  Emprical Knowledge
* Formal Rules » Market Efficiency » Technial Innovation

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrats illustratass Weber's theory of implications of global
showing | shift fundunartacation, moving from dhenensit from modern societies operates,

operate, to one thie to ories to ohe drive sotiven to dallenges and ante eftices and logical
calculation.

OER Diagram Modemization vs. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing rationalisation as a process of moving from tradition to rules and efficiency.
Figure 4.1: Rationalisation in modern development

4.1.2 The Protestant ethic and the spirit of capitalism

Weber’s famous thesis on the Protestant ethic argues that religious values, particularly those of
Calvinism, encouraged hard work, discipline, and frugality. These values supported the rise of
capitalism by motivating individuals to reinvest profits rather than spend them lavishly. The
spirit of capitalism refers to this cultural mindset that prioritises economic success and
reinvestment. Weber’s contribution here shows how non-economic factors, such as religion and
values, can profoundly shape economic development.

-
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Fill in the blank: The Protestant ethic encouraged hard work, discipline, and , which
supported the rise of capitalism.

Box 1.577: The Protestant Ethic & The Spirit of
Capitallism Capitalism / Mapping Weber’s Theory

Key Features & Their Interconnexted Impact on Modern Economy

1. Protestant 2. Core 3. Spirit of
Ethic Tenets Capitalism
Features Outcoms

=9 Work as a Calling « Systematic Labor * Accunulation of Wealth
=+ Asceticism & Frugualty * Reinvisement of Profit » * Rational Organization
* Predestination & Certiude « Avoidace of Idleness * Free Market Principles
* Rationality & Discipline « Ethical Conduct * Modern Economic System
] /\/
Su il e

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrates Max Weber’s foundatonal theory,
demonstating how the vihe values and practices of fosters the Protestant Ethic fosters the
the development te capiaist economic systamis system, highligting the profuind liad link

sociolological link betweente and culture and economic structurs.

OER Diagram Weber's Protestant Ethic. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 266 1.:.59:00 AM WAT

Box 4.1: Key features of the Protestant ethic

4.1.3 Bureaucracy and its role in modern development

Bureaucracy is Weber’s model of organised administration based on rules, hierarchy, and
specialised roles. He argued that bureaucracy is essential for modern development because it
ensures efficiency, accountability, and predictability in large organisations. For example,
governments and corporations rely on bureaucratic structures to manage resources and deliver

-
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services. However, Weber also noted the potential drawbacks, such as rigidity and loss of
personal freedom when individuals are trapped in what he called the “iron cage” of bureaucracy.

Fill in the blank: Bureaucracy is Weber’s model of organised administration based on rules,

©

, and specialised roles.

Box 1.578: Max Weber’s Bureaucracy /
Mapping the Structure of Modern Organizations

Key Features, Descriptions & Examples in Development Contexts

BT bt

Hieerariinical Authority Clear chain of command, Government ministries, NGOS
‘ % supervision
Formal Rules & _& Standatzized procedures, Legal framewarks, project guidlines
Regulations —p expertities, predicitibly
Division of Labor Qgg Specialized tasks Public health, urban planning
Impernsenity
Objective treatment, no Fair resource allocation
favorimint
Technical Competence Merit-based selection, training = Civil service exams
Written Documertation 2 prd, files, continuity Progress reports, policy papers

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrates Max Weber’s foundational theory

key featruray, outliunding specific specific examplest contexts, highlightng its role in
rationalizing and structuring organizationa life.

OER Diagram Weber’s Bureuicracy. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Table 4.1: Features of bureaucracy in development

Pilot' questions 4.1
1. Define rationalisation in Weber’s sociology.

2. What is the Protestant ethic, and how did it support capitalism?
3. Mention two key features of the Protestant ethic.

-
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4. What is bureaucracy, according to Weber?

5. Why did Weber describe bureaucracy as an “iron cage”?

4.2 Non-Economic Determinants of Development

4.2.1 Political institutions and governance

Political institutions are the structures and systems through which societies organise power and
authority, such as parliaments, courts, and constitutions. Governance refers to the processes and
practices by which decisions are made, implemented, and monitored. Strong political institutions
and effective governance are crucial non-economic determinants of development because they
provide stability, enforce laws, and ensure accountability. Weak institutions, on the other hand,
often lead to corruption, instability, and poor development outcomes.

Fill in the blank: Strong political institutions and effective are crucial non-economic
determinants of development.

-
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Box 1.579: Politicalns & Governance

/ Architecting Stable Development
Mapping Key Pillars for Societal Progress

Political Institutions &
Governance
i M 2. Accorittabllity &
1. Stabiity & Order 1. Rule of Law & Justice  illl . chom ity
2. Public Administtation ransparency
* Social Coohision 4. Anti-Corruption Measures * Government Oversight
* Predictable Environment 5. Citizen Participation ~% * Respomiisess to Citizens

@,
.ﬁ-

 Conflict Resolution * Fiscal Responsibility

Supports & Enables

Development Outcoms
* Economic Growth & Equity
* Human Rights & Welfare
« Infrastructure & Services
« Sustainable Future

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrats how robust political institutions and effective @ act as
governance act foundatinal pillars, fostring ais stability, ensuing «itabiity, acoubvity, and drivng
development outcomss in societies worldwide.

OER Diagram Political Institutions & Development. Created: Tuesday, February, 10, 26666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing the role of political institutions and governance in development. Figure 4.2:
Political institutions and governance as non-economic determinants

4.2.2 Social norms and value systems

Social norms are the unwritten rules and expectations that guide behaviour in society, while
value systems are the collective beliefs about what is important or desirable. These non-
economic determinants influence development by shaping attitudes towards education, work,
innovation, and cooperation. For example, societies that value collective responsibility may
prioritise social welfare, while those that emphasise individual achievement may drive
entrepreneurial growth.
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Fill in the blank: Social norms are the unwritten rules and expectations that guide in
society.

Box 1.580: Social Norms & Value Systems / Key Ovamine ‘QER
Shaping Develoment Outcomes
Key Cultural Drivers & Their Impact #tital Progress

1. Social Norms & Practices

@ Communalism @ ﬁ Collectisim vs Individualds ﬁ

ﬂ/h/lﬂ Gender Roles e Trust & Social Capital
g'_ﬁ_ Work Ethic & Diligence @ Trust & Social Capital
Pollution & Waste * Poor Health & Education
ng] Education Seeking Behavior (_@_> Innovation & Openess

itirallity & Ethi
S@@ Environmental Practices JAXIAN HI:i: Spitirallity ics ﬁ

Overall Impact:
This OER diagram illustrates how deep-roted social norms and value systems irfluence a wid range of

beharnatiors and societal societal structures, ultiumally sheing transfornarand outomes in ares from
from economics to environmehily and development.

OER Diagram Economic Growrs & Values. Created: Tuesday, Feburary, 10, 266day, 10,
26666 2h at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Box 4.2: Examples of social norms and value systems influencing development

4.2.3 Cultural imperatives and traditions

Cultural imperatives are practices and beliefs considered essential within a society, while
traditions are customs passed down through generations. These factors can either support or
hinder development. For instance, traditions that encourage cooperation and community
solidarity may strengthen social cohesion, while rigid cultural imperatives may resist

-
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modernisation and slow progress. Recognising the role of culture is therefore vital in designing
development strategies that are both effective and respectful of local contexts.

Fill in the blank: Cultural imperatives are practices and beliefs considered within a
society.

Box 1.581: Cultural Traditions & Development
Outcomes / Imperatives Shaping Socieital Progress

How Heritage & Community Practices Influence Development

5 r 2
1. Cultural Traditions & 2. Development
Practices Outcomes

* Q
ﬁ%ﬁ Festivals & Celebrations gg% Social Coheision & Capital
i/

fey
P

M Family Structures & Kinship Knowledge & Skills Transfer

® Community Practices & Mutual Aid  Influence & @ Sustainable Resource Management
Direct Impact )

?;% Crafts, Arts & Storytelling @8 Sustainable Resource
@ Cultural Tourism & Economy
\ J \ J

Overall Impact:

OER Diagram Cultural Traditions & Development. Created: Tu, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Image showing cultural traditions such as festivals, family structures, and community practices
influencing development. Plate 4.1: Cultural imperatives and traditions in development

Pilot questions 4.2
1. What are political institutions, and why are they important for development?

2. Define governance in the context of development.
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3. What are social norms, and how do they influence development outcomes?

4. Give one example of a value system that supports development.

5. What are cultural imperatives, and how can they hinder development?

4.3 Interactions Between Economic and Non-Economic
Factors

4.3.1 How non-economic determinants shape economic outcomes

Non-economic determinants such as political institutions, social norms, and cultural traditions
often play a decisive role in shaping economic outcomes. For example, strong governance can
create a stable environment for investment, while cultural values that emphasise education can
lead to a skilled workforce. Conversely, weak institutions or restrictive traditions may hinder
innovation and limit economic growth. This interaction shows that development cannot be
explained by economic factors alone, but must be understood as‘a complex interplay of social,
cultural, and political influences.

Fill in the blank: Strong governance can create a stable environment for , while
cultural values that emphasise education can lead to a skilled workforce.

-
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Box 1.582: Non-Economic Determinants of Economic Outcomes &
/ How Institutions & Culture Drive Prosperity

(

@ Rule of Low & Property Rights = § Trust & Norms vs Individuals ‘ﬁ% @ * Education & Learning Value

* Government Stabiity » Work Ethic Discipline * Innovation ; & Adaptability
* Regulatory Quality * Cooperation & Commuialism * Long-Term Orientation

Influence & Direct Impact

Overall Impact:

This OER diagram illustrats andiustiors deep-roted soctal value Economic outcoms iritiriou aryflues af socially sbet
ange act eustems hactrs éd range and rangias of vitine and fartoluage fentcrouzl dietise socieity how stabllity
from societies worldwide.

OER Diagram Cuituoral Traditios. Created: Feburary 10, 2666 ah 1:59:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing the interaction between non-economic determinants (political institutions,
social norms, culture) and economic outcomes (investment, innovation, growth). Figure 4.3
Interaction of non-economic determinants with economic outcomes

4.3.2 Case studies of societies where non-economic factors influenced
development trajectories

Case studies provide practical examples of how non-economic factors shape development. In
East Asia, cultural values such as respect for authority and emphasis on education contributed to
rapid industrialisation. In contrast, societies with weak political institutions or rigid traditions
often experienced slower growth. These examples highlight the importance of tailoring
development strategies to the specific social and cultural context of each society.

-
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Fill in the blank: In East Asia, cultural values such as respect for authority and emphasis on
contributed to rapid industrialisation.

Box 1.583: Non-Economic Factors Shaping
Development / Case Study Highlights

Real-World Examples of Institutions & Culture Driving Progress

N

1. Botswana: Good Governance & Institutions . Japan: Culture & Social Capital

¢ Resource Management &
Transparency

High-Trust Society & Coooration

¢ Rule of Low & Anti-Corruption Work Ethic & Discipline

¢ Investment in Education & Health ¢ Long-Term Vision & Innovation

0 o §

Overall Impact:

This OER diagram provides case study highights, demonsating how no-ecomic factors like strong
insttutions social trstal trust, and cudltural values can significanly inational development national

trajectiores, fostering stability, and sustainable prosperity.

OER Diagram Non-Economic Factors. Created: Tueburary 10, 2666 ah 1:59:00 AM WAT

Box 4.3: Case study highlights of non-economic factors in development

4.3.3 Implications for policy and planning

Recognising the interaction between economic and non-economic factors has important
implications for policy and planning. Development strategies must go beyond economic reforms
to address governance, cultural values, and social norms. For instance, policies that strengthen
institutions, promote inclusive education, and respect cultural traditions are more likely to

-
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succeed. Ignoring these non-economic determinants can result in policies that fail to gain public
support or achieve sustainable outcomes.

Fill in the blank: Development strategies must go beyond economic reforms to address

@

governance, cultural values, and norms.

Box 1.584: Policy Implications of Non-Economic
Determinants / Translaing lutions into Action

Policy Focus & Development Outcomes

2. Governance Reforms 3. Development
Implications
Rule of Law, Anti-Corruption, Nﬂ Stability & Investment
Accourtiabiiity, Legal i Economic Growth,
Transparency Franewarks Investor Confidence
Policies
2R Social Capital, Education, .
&8% Work Ethic Community Programs @ %Lé?:gtiszrxtci'ibn

" Cultural & Creative ‘
Cultwre& Tradition | Uy Creaive  jnnovation & Identity

Values, Heritage, Heritage g Sustainable
Innovation AT Preseration, Action Development,
Cultural Tourism

Overall Impact: This OER diagram illustrates how recogizing and integrating non-economic

into policy frameworks can lead to more holistic and sustainable development outcoms, fostering
fostering resilient societies.

OER Diagram Policy & Development. Created: Tueburay 10, 2666 ah 1:59:00 AM WAT

Table 4.2: Policy implications of non-economic determinants

Pilot questions 4.3
1. How do non-economic determinants shape economic outcomes?

2. Give one example of a cultural value that influenced development in East Asia.
3. Mention one case study where weak institutions slowed development.

o

Do)
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4. Why must development strategies address social norms and cultural traditions?

5. What is one policy implication of recognising non-economic determinants?

4.4 Contemporary Relevance of Weber and Non-Economic
Determinants

4.4.1 Application of Weberian ideas in modern development contexts

Max Weber’s ideas remain highly relevant in today’s development debates. His concept of
rationalisation helps us understand the increasing reliance on technology, data, and efficiency in
modern governance and business. Similarly, his analysis of bureaucracy explains why large
organisations, from governments to multinational corporations, depend on structured rules and
hierarchies to function effectively. These Weberian insights allow us to critically examine both
the strengths and limitations of modern institutions in promoting development.

Fill in the blank: Weber’s concept of rationalisation helps us understand the increasing reliance
on , data, and efficiency in modern governance and business.

-
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Box 1.585: Weber’s Theories Applied to Modern Development / 4
Mapping Key Socioligical Concepts
Mapping Weberian Concepts Acrass Sectors
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* De-encantement * Impensnal Application » Systematic Labor

Influence & Enable
A. Governance & Public Admin B. Business & Economy C. Technology & Innovation
&, Policy Making (Rational) i : Management (Rational) & :U 'D R&D (Rational) @
* Civil Service (Bureoucratic) « Corporate Structure (Bureucratic) * Standozration (Bureoucratic)

{63 Anti-Corruption (Ethics) * Investment (Ethics) @ * Work Ethic (Ethics)

Shape Development Outcomes

Overall Development Outcomes

« Economic Growth
« Stable Institutions
* Modern Society

Overall Impact: This OER diagram syntetizes Max Weber's founditonal theories of rationalisation and
the Protesttant etitic, demonting how they inrkve to shape key aspacts of modern development,

including governannees, and technologcal progress, fostering a ratiohed, efficient, and growth-oriented
society.

OER Diagram Weber's Modern Development. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing Weberian concepts (rationalisation, bureaucracy, Protestant ethic) applied to
modern development contexts. Figure 4.4: Application of Weberian ideas in modern
development

4.4.2 Non-economic determinants in globalisation and modernisation

Non-economic determinants such as political institutions, social norms, and cultural traditions
continue to shape development in the era of globalisation and modernisation. For instance,
societies with strong governance and inclusive value systems are better positioned to benefit
from global trade and technological advances. On the other hand, rigid traditions or weak
institutions may limit the ability to adapt to global changes. Recognising these influences helps
policymakers design strategies that balance modernisation with cultural preservation.
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Fill in the blank: Societies with strong governance and inclusive systems are better
positioned to benefit from global trade and technological advances.

Box 1.586: Non-Economic Deterimants Shaping Globalisation
& Modernsation/ Societal Forces Driving Global Change

Mapping How Culture & Institutions Influence Global Trends

1. Influence on Globalisation 2. Influence & Modernisation

f@ Cultural Exchange & Soft Power @ Education & Knowledge Systems

(») Language & Communication @ Innovation & R&D Culture

K Language & Political Frameworks @@ Innovation & R&D Culture

K Legal Norms Framevork Institutional Quality & Stability

4% Social Norms & Trust @ Work Ethic & Discipline

() Migration & Diassoric Networks q‘j@ ©QT Secularzation & Rational Thought

Overall Impact: This OER diagram provides key examples of non-economic factors like

culture like culture, and values that aact as fundamental drivers, shaping the process of
globasation and trajectory of moderisation across societies worldwide

OER Diagram Non-Economic Deterrimants. Createdday, February 10, 2666 at 1:59:00 AM WAT

Box 4.4: Examples of non-economic determinants in globalisation and modernisation

4.4.3 Lessons for sustainable development strategies

Weber’s contributions and the recognition of non-economic determinants provide valuable
lessons for sustainable development. Effective strategies must integrate economic reforms with
attention to governance, cultural values, and social norms. For example, policies that strengthen
institutions, encourage innovation, and respect traditions are more likely to achieve long-term
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stability. Ignoring these factors risks creating development models that are economically strong
but socially fragile.

Fill in the blank: Policies that strengthen institutions, encourage innovation, and respect
are more likely to achieve long-term stability.

Box 1.587: Integraring Weberian Insights & Non-Economic
Towards ble Development Strategies /
Key Lessons for Holistic & Resilent Progress

_ olicy Foc 3. Sustainable Development
1. Key Concept 2. Policy Focus | ot s

Rationalisation Efficient Governance é Productivity &

Weber's theories & Planning Resource Management

long-term visions urban planning

Bureaucracy Transparent Institutions Equity & Stable Systems
ﬁ Weber's theories g@ Anti-coruption, , ) .
legal framewarks Fair service delivery,
investor confidence
Protestont Ethic Education & Work Ethic .~ Human Capital & Inovation
m Weber's theories E}ﬂ Skills development, '@' Green tech R&D,
=l innovation culture skiled workforce

Non-Economic Detainant Social & Cultural Policies (Z Social Cochision & Identity
QO Webers theories Q Community engagement, . Inclusive growth,
==~ Culture, norms, trust B8 heritage preservation m cultural tourism

Overall Impact: This OER table syntstize key lessons from Weberian socologiy and non-e-
factors, demonting how integrating thee insights into development strategies fostterta efficient,

efficient, and culturaly sentsensttive pathways towads towards sustainable and resileties
societies globally.

OER Diagram Weberian Sustainable Development. Created: Tuebury 10, 2666 ah 1:59:00 AM WAT
Table 4.3: Lessons for sustainable development strategies

Pilot questions 4.4
1. How does Weber’s concept of rationalisation apply to modern governance and business?

2. Why are non-economic determinants important in the era of globalisation and

modernisation?
)
Hea)

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



3. Give one example of how strong governance supports global participation.

4. What lesson can policymakers learn from Weber’s contributions for sustainable
development?

5. Why is it risky to ignore non-economic determinants in development strategies?

Series Summary

This Series on the contributions of Max Weber and non-economic determinants was designed to
show how development is shaped not only by economic factors but also by values, institutions,
and cultural influences. Its purpose was to highlight Weber’s enduring insights and to
demonstrate the importance of non-economic determinants in shaping development outcomes,
making the Series highly relevant to the broader study of sociology of development.

We began by examining Weber’s contributions, including rationalisation, the Protestant ethic,
and bureaucracy. Then we moved on to non-economic determinants such as political institutions,
social norms, and cultural traditions. Following that, we explored how these non-economic
factors interact with economic outcomes, supported by case studies and policy implications.
Finally, we considered the contemporary relevance of Weber’s 1deas-and non-economic
determinants, focusing on their applicationiin globalisation, modernisation, and sustainable
development. By completing this Series; you should now be able to define Weber’s key concepts
(SLOs 4.1-4.3), analyse non-economic determinants (SLOs 4.4-4.6), assess their interaction
with economic factors (SLOs 4.7-4.8), and evaluate their contemporary relevance for sustainable
development strategies (SLOs 4.9-4.11).

Glossary of Terms
Bureaucracy: Weber’s model of organised administration based on rules, hierarchy, and
specialised roles, designed to ensure efficiency and predictability in large organisations.

Cultural imperatives: Practices and beliefs considered essential within a society, often shaping
behaviour and influencing development outcomes.

Governance: Theprocesses and practices by which decisions are made, implemented, and
monitored. in a society, ensuring accountability and stability.

Non-economic determinants: Social, political, and cultural factors that influence development
outcomes beyond purely economic measures.

Political institutions: Structures and systems through which societies organise power and
authority, such as parliaments, courts, and constitutions.

Protestant ethic: Weber’s idea that religious values, particularly those of Calvinism, encouraged
hard work, discipline, and frugality, supporting the rise of capitalism.

Rationalisation: Weber’s concept describing the shift in modern societies towards logic,
efficiency, and rules rather than tradition or emotion.
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Social norms: Unwritten rules and expectations that guide behaviour in society, shaping
attitudes and influencing development.

Spirit of capitalism: The cultural mindset that prioritises economic success, discipline, and
reinvestment of profits, linked to the Protestant ethic.

Sustainable development: Development that integrates economic growth with social inclusion
and environmental protection to ensure long-term stability.

Traditions: Customs and practices passed down through generations, which can either support
or hinder development depending on their flexibility.

Value systems: Collective beliefs about what is important or desirable in a society, influencing
priorities such as education, innovation, or cooperation.

Weberian ideas: The key contributions of Max Weber, including rationalisation, bureaucracy,
and the Protestant ethic, which remain relevant in understanding development:

Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
Objective questions

1. Rationalisation, according to Weber, refers to: a) Reliance on tradition and emotion b)
Reliance on logic, efficiency, and rules c) Reliance on cultural imperatives d) Reliance on
economic growth alone (Linked to SLO 4.1)

2. The Protestant ethic encouraged: a) Luxury and indulgence b) Hard work, discipline, and
frugality c) Weak institutions d) Resistance to modernisation (Linked to SLO 4.2)

3. Bureaucracy is characterised by: a) Informal decision-making b) Hierarchy, rules, and
specialised roles c¢) Cultural traditions d) Social mobility (Linked to SLO 4.3)

4. Which of the following is.a non-economic determinant of development? a) GDP growth
b) Political institutions ¢) Export levels d) Industrial output (Linked to SLO 4.4)

5. The spirit of capitalism refers to: a) A cultural mindset prioritising economic success and
reinvestment b) A reliance on traditions and customs c) A rejection of rationalisation d) A
focus on subsistence farming (Linked to SLO 4.2)

Short-answer questions
1. Define rationalisation in Weber’s sociology. (Linked to SLO 4.1)
2. What is the Protestant ethic, and how did it support capitalism? (Linked to SLO 4.2)
3. State one key feature of bureaucracy. (Linked to SLO 4.3)

4. What are political institutions, and why are they important for development? (Linked to
SLO 4.4)

5. Give one example of a social norm that influences development outcomes. (Linked to
SLO 4.5)
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6. What are cultural imperatives, and how can they hinder development? (Linked to SLO
4.6)

7. Explain how non-economic determinants shape economic outcomes. (Linked to SLO 4.7)

8. Mention one case study where non-economic factors influenced development trajectories.
(Linked to SLO 4.8)

9. How does Weber’s concept of bureaucracy apply to modern institutions? (Linked to SLO
4.9)

10. Why are non-economic determinants important in the era of globalisation and
modernisation? (Linked to SLO 4.10)

11. What lesson can policymakers learn from Weber’s contributions for sustainable
development? (Linked to SLO 4.11)

Long-answer questions

1. Analyse Weber’s concept of rationalisation and its relevance to modern development
contexts. (Linked to SLO 4.1, 4.9)

2. Evaluate the role of the Protestant ethic in shaping the spirit of capitalism and its
implications for development. (Linked to SLO 4.2)

3. Assess the importance of political institutions, social norms, and cultural traditions as
non-economic determinants of development. (Linked to SLOs 4.4—4.6)

4. Discuss how non-economic determinants interact with economic factors, using case
studies to illustrate their impact on development trajectories. (Linked to SLOs 4.7—4.8)

5. Examine the contemporary relevance of Weber’s ideas and non-economic determinants
in globalisation, modernisation, and sustainable development strategies. (Linked to SLOs
4.9-4.11)

Answers to Concept Check Questionsi[Series 4]
Objective questions

1. b) Relianceon logic, efficiency, and rules

2. ~b) Hard work, discipline, and frugality

3. b) Hierarchy, rules, and specialised roles

4. b) Political institutions

5." a) A cultural mindset prioritising economic success and reinvestment
Short-answer questions

1. Rationalisation is the shift towards logic, efficiency, and rules rather than tradition or
emotion.

2. The Protestant ethic is Weber’s idea that religious values encouraged hard work,
discipline, and frugality, supporting capitalism.

-
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3. One key feature of bureaucracy is hierarchy, with a clear chain of command.

4. Political institutions are structures that organise power and authority; they are important
because they provide stability and accountability.

5. A social norm such as valuing education influences development by raising literacy rates.

6. Cultural imperatives are practices considered essential; they can hinder development if
they resist modernisation.

7. Non-economic determinants shape economic outcomes by influencing investment,
innovation, and workforce skills.

8. In East Asia, respect for authority and emphasis on education supported rapid
industrialisation.

9. Bureaucracy applies to modern institutions by ensuring efficiency and predictability in
governance and corporations.

10. Non-economic determinants are important in globalisation.and modernisation because
they influence how societies adapt to global changes.

11. Policymakers can learn that sustainable development requires integrating economic
reforms with governance, values, and traditions.

Long-answer questions

1. Basic response: Rationalisation refers to the reliance on logic, efficiency, and rules. It is
relevant today as modern institutions depend on systematic organisation. Value-added
response: Outstanding learners may connect rationalisation to digital governance, data-
driven decision-making, and the challenges of over-bureaucratisation.

2. Basic response: The Protestant ethic encouraged hard work and frugality, supporting
capitalism by promoting reinvestment. Value-added response: Outstanding learners may
evaluate its broader cultural impact, comparing societies with different religious values
and their development trajectories.

3. Basic/response: Political institutions, social norms, and cultural traditions influence
development by shaping stability, cooperation, and innovation. Value-added response:
Outstanding learners may assess how these determinants interact, using examples such as
governance reforms or cultural traditions that support social cohesion.

4. Basic response: Non-economic determinants interact with economic factors by
influencing investment and innovation. Case studies show East Asia’s cultural values
supported industrialisation. Value-added response: Outstanding learners may compare
multiple regions, highlighting how weak institutions or rigid traditions slowed
development in Sub-Saharan Africa or Latin America.

5. Basic response: Weber’s ideas remain relevant in globalisation and modernisation,
showing the importance of rationalisation and bureaucracy. Non-economic determinants
shape sustainable development strategies. Value-added response: Outstanding learners
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may critically examine how Weberian concepts apply to contemporary challenges such as
digital governance, global trade, and balancing modernisation with cultural preservation.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4]
Answers to Pilot Questions 4.1

1. Rationalisation is the increasing reliance on logic, efficiency, and rules rather than
tradition or emotion.

2. The Protestant ethic is Weber’s idea that religious values encouraged hard work,
discipline, and frugality, which supported capitalism.

3. Two key features are hard work as a moral duty and frugality with reinvestment of
profits.

4. Bureaucracy is Weber’s model of organised administration based on rules, hierarchy, and
specialised roles.

5. Weber described bureaucracy as an “iron cage” because it can trap individuals in rigid
systems, limiting freedom and creativity.

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.2

1. Political institutions are structures that organise power and authority, and they are
important because they provide stability and accountability.

2. Governance refers to the processes and practices by which decisions are made,
implemented, and monitored.

3. Social norms are unwritten rules and expectations that guide behaviour in society.

4. A value system that supports development is one that values education, leading to higher
literacy rates.

5. Cultural imperatives are practices considered essential within a society, and they can
hinder development if they resist modernisation.

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.3

1., Non-economic determinants shape economic outcomes by influencing investment,
innovation, and workforce skills.

2. In East Asia, emphasis on education contributed to rapid industrialisation.
3. In Sub-Saharan Africa, weak institutions slowed economic progress.

4. Development strategies must address social norms and cultural traditions to ensure public
support and sustainability.

5. One policy implication is that strengthening institutions leads to stability and
accountability.

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.4

-
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1. Rationalisation applies to modern governance and business by explaining reliance on
technology, data, and efficiency.

2. Non-economic determinants are important in globalisation and modernisation because
they influence how societies adapt to global changes.

3. Strong governance supports global participation by enabling stability and effective trade
policies.

4. Policymakers can learn that sustainable development requires integrating economic
reforms with governance, values, and traditions.

5. Ignoring non-economic determinants is risky because it can result in development models
that are economically strong but socially fragile.

References and Attributions [Series 4]
General course content

o The instructional content for Series 4 was developed from the course outline provided in
SOC 407: Sociology of Development.

o Concepts such as rationalisation, the Protestant ethic, bureaucracy, political institutions,
governance, social norms, cultural imperatives, and sustainable development were drawn
directly from the Series framework.

e Course code: SOC 407
e Course title: Sociology of Development

e Course creditload: 3

Series 5: Colonial Legacies, International Conditions,
and Nigeria’s Rapid Development
5.1 Colonial legacies and their impact on development
e 5.1.1 Historical background of colonialism in Africa

e 5.1.2 Colonial policies and their socio-economic effects
e 5.1.3 Post-colonial challenges and continuities
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5.2 International conditions shaping development trajectories

e 5.2.1 Global economic structures and trade relations
e 5.2.2 International aid, debt, and financial institutions
e 5.2.3 Geopolitical influences and global governance

5.3 Nigeria’s rapid development experience

e 5.3.1 Historical overview of Nigeria’s development path
e 5.3.2 Key drivers of rapid development (oil economy, institutions, policies)
e 5.3.3 Challenges and prospects for sustainable development

5.4 Comparative and contemporary perspectives

e 5.4.1 Comparing Nigeria’s experience with other post-colonial states
e 5.4.2 Contemporary lessons from colonial legacies and international conditions
e 5.4.3 Implications for future development strategies

Introduction

Colonial legacies and international conditions continue to shape the development paths of many
nations, particularly in Africa. Nigeria’s experience provides a striking example of how historical
influences, global structures, and local dynamics interact to produce rapid yet complex
development outcomes. Understanding these factors is essential for grasping the broader
sociology of development, as they highlight the interplay between past and present, local and
global.

The aim of this Series is to examine the impact of colonial legacies and international conditions
on development, with a particular focus on Nigeria’s rapid development experience. By doing so,
the Series intends to equip you with the analytical tools needed to evaluate how historical and
global forces influence contemporary development strategies.

We shall commence this Series by exploring colonial legacies and their impact on development,
including the historical background of colonialism in Africa, colonial policies, and post-colonial
challenges. Next, we will move on to international conditions, considering global economic
structures, aid, debt, and geopolitical influences. Following that, we will examine Nigeria’s rapid
development experience, focusing on its historical trajectory, key drivers, and challenges.
Finally, we will conclude with comparative and contemporary perspectives, comparing Nigeria’s
experience with other post-colonial states and drawing lessons for future development strategies.

Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

-
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e SLO 5.1 describe the historical background of colonialism in Africa,
e SLO 5.2 explain the socio-economic effects of colonial policies,
e SLO 5.3 analyse post-colonial challenges and continuities,

e SLO 5.4 examine global economic structures and trade relations as international
conditions shaping development,

¢ SLO 5.5 evaluate the role of international aid, debt, and financial institutions in
development trajectories,

e SLO 5.6 assess geopolitical influences and global governance in shaping development
outcomes,

e SLO 5.7 outline the historical trajectory of Nigeria’s development path,

o SLO 5.8 identify key drivers of Nigeria’s rapid development such as oil;institutions, and
policies,

e SLO 5.9 evaluate the challenges and prospects for Nigeria’s sustainable development,
e SLO 5.10 compare Nigeria’s development experience with-other post-colonial states,

e SLO 5.11 analyse contemporary lessons from colonial legacies and international
conditions, and

e SLO 5.12 assess implications for future development strategies.

5.1 Colonial Legacies and Their Impact on Development

5.1.1 Historical background of colonialism in Africa

Colonialism refers to the political and economic control of one nation over another, often
involving exploitationof resources and imposition of foreign governance. In Africa, colonialism
reshaped societies by introducing new administrative systems, economic structures, and cultural
influences. European powers divided territories, often disregarding existing ethnic and cultural
boundaries, which created long-term challenges for nation-building after independence.

Fill in the blank:Colonialism in Africa reshaped societies by introducing new administrative
systems, economic structures, and influences.

Diagram showing colonial powers dividing African territories and imposing new governance
structures. Figure 5.1: Historical background of colonialism in Africa

5.1.2 Colonial policies and their socio-economic effects

Colonial policies often prioritised resource extraction and export-oriented economies. For
example, cash crops such as cocoa and groundnuts were cultivated for European markets, while
local industries were neglected. These policies created dependency on external markets and
limited internal economic diversification. Socially, colonial education systems were designed to
produce clerks and administrators rather than innovators, reinforcing unequal structures.

-
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Fill in the blank: Colonial policies prioritised resource extraction and -oriented
economies.

Table 5.1: Socio-economic effects of colonial policies

5.1.3 Post-colonial challenges and continuities

After independence, many African nations faced post-colonial challenges, including weak
institutions, ethnic divisions, and economic dependency. These challenges were continuities of
colonial legacies, as the structures left behind were often ill-suited for self-governance. For
instance, arbitrary borders created ethnic tensions, while economies remained tied to export
markets. Addressing these legacies has been central to development strategies across Africa.

Fill in the blank: Arbitrary borders created ethnic tensions, while economies remained tied to

-
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Box 1.590

Post-Colomial Challenges & Continuities in
Africoment / Navican Development

Naviating Complex Legaces

Mapping Key Obstiales & Enduring Structures

° \ LS - - .
1. Post-Colonial Challenges 4 2. Continuities & Legacies \
Political Instability & Atrtificial Borders & Ethnic
Conflict o Divisions
SN Economic Depeinenc osy Weak Instiutions &
P Y M Bureauracy
%ﬂ Debt Burdens & Structural @ Resource Extraction Economies
Adjustment Ecoromies
ﬁlﬁ'ﬂ Inquallity & Poverty @ Cultural & Psychological Impacts
Y . NG o

Overall Impact: This OER diagram highlights the enduring challenges and structuities
that shape post post-colonial African development, demontinal legatice legacies continue

influence contluence contemcoporary political, political, and social landscapes across the
across the continente.

OER Diagram Post-Coslonial Africa Created: Tuebury 10, 2666 at 1:59::00 AM WAT

Box 5.1: Post-colenial challenges and continuities

Pilot.questions 5.1
1. Define colonialism in the African context.

2.. What were the main priorities of colonial policies in Africa?
3. Mention two socio-economic effects of colonial policies.
4. What are post-colonial challenges faced by African nations?

5. Why did arbitrary borders create ethnic tensions after independence?
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5.2 International Conditions Shaping Development
Trajectories

5.2.1 Global economic structures and trade relations

Global economic structures refer to the systems and institutions that organise international
trade and finance, such as the World Trade Organization and global markets. These structures
influence how developing countries participate in trade, often reinforcing dependency on exports
of raw materials. Trade relations describe the agreements and interactions between nations that
determine access to markets, tariffs, and competitiveness. For many African countries, including
Nigeria, these conditions have shaped opportunities and constraints in their development paths.

Fill in the blank: Global economic structures influence how developing countries participate in
, often reinforcing dependency on exports of raw materials.

Diagram showing global economic structures and trade relations influencing developing
countries. Figure 5.2: Global economic structures and trade velations

5.2.2 International aid, debt, and financial institutions

International aid refers to financial or technical assistance provided by developed nations or
organisations to support development in poorer countries. While aid can provide resources for
health, education, and infrastructure, it often comes with conditions that limit autonomy. Debt is
another critical issue, as many developing countries borrow heavily from international lenders,
leading to repayment burdens that restrict growth. Financial institutions such as the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank play a major role in shaping policies
through loans and structural adjustment programmes.

Fill in the blank: International aid often comes with that limit autonomy in
developing countries.

-
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INTERNATIONAL FINANCE &
DEVELOPMENT: IMPACTS

Aid, Debt, & Financial Institutions (OER Insights)

Dependency Creation
X Corruption & Manasgement
X Distrotion of Local Markets

Immediate Disaster Relief
* Funded Health/Education Programs
Infrastucture Development

O  EXTERNAL DEBT Capital for Investment @ Debt Crises & Defaults
O (Loans from IFls, Countries) Ecoowth Potential Ausrerity Measures
Soverenity Loss (Conditionality)

Capital for Investment
Economic Growth
Development Project Finaching

€3 Structural Adjustment Failures
Poverty Reduction Initiatives

' Financial Stability €3 Core-Perihery & Control
Financial Stability Power Dynamics

Source: OER Development Studies, 2026

Table 5:2: Effects of international aid, debt, and financial institutions

5.2.3 Geopolitical influences and global governance

Geopolitical influences refer to the impact of international politics, alliances, and power
relations on development. For example, Cold War rivalries shaped aid flows and political
alignments in Africa. Today, global governance institutions such as the United Nations influence
development through policies on peace, security, and sustainability. These geopolitical and
governance factors can either support stability or create dependency, depending on how they are
managed.
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Fill in the blank: Global governance institutions such as the influence development
through policies on peace, security, and sustainability.

GEOPOLTICAL INFLUENCES
& GLOBAL GOVERNANCE

Shaping Development (OER Insights)

GEOPOLITICAL FACTORS GLOBAL GOVERNANCE

@ Resource Competition @ UN & Int. Law

@ Trade Blocs & Alliances g Multiateral Institutions

@ Political Stability / Conflict # Regional Organizations

@ Technological Rivalves @ NGOs & Civil Society

@ Climate Change & Migration @ Cybersecurity & Data Regs.

Source: OER Development Studies, 2026

Box 5.2: Geopolitical influences and global governance in development

Pilot questions 5.2
1.© What are global economic structures, and how do they affect developing countries?

2. Define trade relations in the context of development.
3. What is international aid, and what limitation does it often carry?

4. Mention one negative impact of debt on development.
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5. Give an example of a global governance institution that influences development.

5.3 Nigeria’s Rapid Development Experience

5.3.1 Historical overview of Nigeria’s development path

Nigeria’s development trajectory has been shaped by its colonial past, abundant natural
resources, and post-independence policies. Following independence in 1960, Nigetria embarked
on ambitious development programmes aimed at industrialisation and modernisation. However,
political instability and civil conflict slowed progress in the early years. The discovery and
exploitation of oil in the 1970s transformed Nigeria’s economy, providing significant revenue
but also creating challenges such as over-reliance on a single resource.

Fill in the blank: The discovery and exploitation of in the 1970s transformed
Nigeria’s economy.

-
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NIGERIA’'S DEVELOPMENT PATH

From Independence to Modernsation (OER Insights)

ad 17

1960 ‘k(: 1967-1970 | 1880s-1990s 1999 2000s-2020s
l l CIVIL WAR & ECONOMIC RETURN TO | MODERNISATION
Instability STRUGGLES DEMOCRACY | & Diversifiization
o Debt & Structoral (Tech,
Nation-Building OIL BOOM | adjustment Creative Arts)
& Discovery | programs)

Source: OER Development Studies, 2026

Diagram showing Nigeria’s development path from independence, through oil discovery, to
modernisation. Figure 5.3: Historical overview of Nigeria’s development path

5.3.2 Key drivers of rapid development (0il economy, institutions, policies)

Nigeria’s rapid development has been driven by several key factors. The oil economy provided
substantial revenue that funded infrastructure and social programmes. Institutions, such as
government agencies and financial systems, played a role in managing resources, though often
challenged by corruption and inefficiency. Policies aimed at industrialisation, education, and
economic diversification also contributed to growth, even if unevenly implemented. Together,
these drivers explain Nigeria’s periods of rapid expansion and highlight the importance of
governance in sustaining progress.
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Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s rapid development was driven by the oil economy, institutions, and

aimed at industrialisation and diversification.

Table 5.3: Key drivers of Nigeria’s rapid development

5.3.3 Challenges and prospects for sustainable development

Despite periods of rapid growth, Nigeria faces significant challenges such as corruption,
inequality, and environmental degradation from oil exploitation. Political instability and weak
institutions have also hindered consistent progress. However, there are prospects for
sustainable development if Nigeria can diversify its economy, strengthen governance, and
invest in education and technology. Addressing these challenges is essential for ensuring that
rapid development translates into long-term stability and prosperity.

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s prospects for sustainable development depend on diversifying the
economy, strengthening governance, and investing in

-
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NIGERIA’S SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
DEVELOPMENT

Challenges & Prospects (OER Insights)
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Strentchening
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Source: OER Development Studies, 2026

Source: OER Development Studies, 2026

Box 5.3: Challenges and prospects for Nigeria’s sustainable development

Pilot questions 5.3
1. What transformed Nigeria’s economy in the 1970s?

2. Mention two key drivers of Nigeria’s rapid development.
3. What challenge is associated with Nigeria’s reliance on 0il?
4. State one institutional weakness that has hindered Nigeria’s development.

5. What are Nigeria’s prospects for achieving sustainable development?
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5.4 Comparative and Contemporary Perspectives

5.4.1 Comparing Nigeria’s experience with other post-colonial states

Nigeria’s rapid development trajectory can be better understood when compared with other post-
colonial states. Countries such as Ghana, Kenya, and India also inherited colonial legacies that
shaped their institutions and economies. While Nigeria’s oil wealth accelerated growth, Ghana
relied more on cocoa exports, and India pursued industrialisation through planned economic
reforms. These comparisons highlight how different resources, policies, and governance
structures influenced development outcomes across post-colonial societies.

Fill in the blank: Ghana relied more on exports, while India pursued
industrialisation through planned economic reforms.

Table 5.4: Comparing Nigeria with other post-colonial states

5.4.2 Contemporary lessons from colonial legacies and international conditions

Colonial legacies and international conditions continue to shape development strategies today.
For instance, the persistence of weak institutions and dependency on€xports remains a challenge
for many post-colonial states. At the same time, globalisation offers opportunities for trade,
investment, and technology transfer. The lesson is that development strategies must balance
historical realities with contemporary opportunities, ensuring that policies address both inherited
challenges and modern global dynamics.

Fill in the blank: Development strategies must balance historical realities with contemporary
to achieve sustainable outcomes.

-
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CONTEMPORAY LESSONS FOR
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES

From Colonial Legacies & International Conditions (OER Insights)
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Source: OER Development Studies, 2026

Box 5.4: Contemporary lessons for development strategies

5.4.3 Tmplications for future development strategies

The implications for future development strategies are clear: nations must design policies that are
historically informed yet forward-looking. For Nigeria, this means reducing reliance on oil,
strengthening governance, and investing in education and technology. For other post-colonial
states, similar principles apply, though tailored to their unique contexts. Ultimately, sustainable
development requires integrating economic reforms with social and political realities, ensuring
that growth is inclusive and resilient.

Fill in the blank: Sustainable development requires integrating economic reforms with social and

realities.
il
Hea)

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Diagram showing implications for future development strategies, linking historical legacies,
global conditions, and sustainable growth. Figure 5.4: Implications for future development
strategies

Pilot questions 5.4
1. What resource accelerated Nigeria’s growth compared to Ghana’s reliance on cocoa?

2. How did India pursue industrialisation after independence?

3. What lesson can be drawn from the persistence of weak institutions in post-colonial
states?

4. Mention one opportunity offered by globalisation for development.

5. What must sustainable development strategies integrate to ensure inclusivity and
resilience?

Series Summary

This Series on colonial legacies, international conditions, and Nigeria’s rapid development was
designed to highlight how historical influences and global structures continue to shape
development outcomes. Its purpose was to show the interplay between inherited colonial
systems, international economic and political conditions, and Nigeria’s unique experience of
rapid growth, making the Series highly relevant to the sociology of development.

We began by examining colonial legacies, including the historical background of colonialism in
Africa, the socio-economic effects of colonial policies, and post-colonial challenges. Then we
moved on to international conditions, focusing on global economic structures, trade relations,
aid, debt, and geopolitical influences. Following that, we explored Nigeria’s rapid development
experience, considering its historical trajectory, key drivers such as oil and institutions, and the
challenges to sustainable growth. Finally, we concluded with comparative and contemporary
perspectives, comparing Nigeria with other post-colonial states and drawing lessons for future
strategies. By completing this Series, you should now be able to describe colonial legacies (SLOs
5.1-5.3), examine international conditions (SLOs 5.4-5.6), outline and evaluate Nigeria’s
development experience (SLOs 5.7-5.9), and analyse comparative and contemporary lessons for
future development strategies (SLOs 5.10-5.12).

Glossaryyof Terms
Colonialism: The political and economic control of one nation over another, often involving
exploitation of resources and imposition of foreign governance.

Colonial policies: Rules and strategies introduced by colonial powers, usually prioritising
resource extraction and export-oriented economies while neglecting local industries.

Debt: Money borrowed by a country from international lenders, which must be repaid with
interest and can restrict growth if repayment burdens are high.

-
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Financial institutions: Organisations such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World
Bank that provide loans, aid, and policy guidance to countries, often influencing their economic
strategies.

Geopolitical influences: The impact of international politics, alliances, and power relations ona
country’s development, such as aid flows shaped by Cold War rivalries.

Global economic structures: Systems and institutions that organise international trade and
finance, influencing how countries participate in global markets.

Global governance: International organisations and frameworks, such as the United Nations,
that shape policies on peace, security, and sustainability.

International aid: Financial or technical assistance provided by developed nations or
organisations to support development in poorer countries, often with conditions attached.

Nigeria’s oil economy: The reliance on oil as a primary source of revenue, which funded
infrastructure and social programmes but created dependency-and environmental challenges.

Post-colonial challenges: Problems faced by countries after independence, including weak
institutions, ethnic divisions, and economic dependency; often linked to colonial legacies.

Trade relations: Agreements and interactions between nations that determine access to markets,
tariffs, and competitiveness in international commerce.

Concept Check Questions [Series 5]
Objective questions

1. Colonialism in Africa reshaped societies by introducing new administrative systems,
economic structures, and influences. (Linked to SLO 5.1)

2. Colonial policies prioritised resource extraction and -oriented economies.
(Linked to SLO 5.2)

3. Arbitrary borders created ethnic tensions, while economies remained tied to
markets. (Linked to SLO 5.3)

4. _Global economic structures influence how developing countries participate in

. (Linked to SLO 5.4)
5. International aid often comes with that limit autonomy. (Linked to SLO 5.5)
6.. Global governance institutions such as the influence development through

policies on peace, security, and sustainability. (Linked to SLO 5.6)

7. The discovery and exploitation of in the 1970s transformed Nigeria’s
economy. (Linked to SLO 5.7)

8. Nigeria’s rapid development was driven by the oil economy, institutions, and
aimed at industrialisation and diversification. (Linked to SLO 5.8)

-
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9. Nigeria’s prospects for sustainable development depend on diversifying the economy,
strengthening governance, and investing in . (Linked to SLO 5.9)

10. Ghana relied more on exports, while India pursued industrialisation through
planned reforms. (Linked to SLO 5.10)

Short-answer questions
1. Define colonialism in the African context. (Linked to SLO 5.1)
2. Explain one socio-economic effect of colonial policies. (Linked to SLO 5:2)
3. Identify one post-colonial challenge faced by African nations. (Linked to SLO 5.3)
4. Describe one negative impact of debt on development. (Linked to SLO 5.5)
5. Outline one key driver of Nigeria’s rapid development. (Linked to SLO 5.8)

6. State one challenge Nigeria faces in achieving sustainable development. (Linked to SLO
5.9)

7. Mention one lesson contemporary states can learn from colonial legacies. (Linked to SLO
5.11)

Long-answer questions

1. Analyse how colonial legacies continue to influence post-colonial development in Africa.
(Linked to SLO 5.3)

e Basic response: Discuss colonial policies such as resource extraction and
education systems, and explain how they created dependency and weak
institutions.

o Value-added response: Extend the analysis by comparing different African states,
highlighting variations in colonial experiences and their long-term impacts on
governance and economic diversification.

2. Evaluate the role of international aid, debt, and financial institutions in shaping
development trajectories. (Linked to SLO 5.5)

e Basic response: Explain how aid provides resources but often comes with
conditions, debt creates repayment burdens, and financial institutions influence
policies through loans.

e Value-added response: Critically assess structural adjustment programmes,
discuss their social consequences, and suggest alternative approaches to
international support.

3. Assess Nigeria’s rapid development experience, focusing on its drivers and challenges.
(Linked to SLOs 5.7-5.9)

e Basic response: Describe how oil revenue, institutions, and policies contributed to
growth, while corruption and over-reliance on oil posed challenges.

-
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4.

o Value-added response: Evaluate Nigeria’s prospects for sustainable development
by considering diversification strategies, governance reforms, and investment in
education and technology.

Compare Nigeria’s development trajectory with that of other post-colonial states and
draw lessons for future strategies. (Linked to SLOs 5.10-5.12)

e Basic response: Contrast Nigeria’s oil-driven growth with Ghana’s reliance on
cocoa and India’s planned reforms.

e Value-added response: Analyse broader lessons about resource dependency,
governance, and global integration, and propose how future strategies can balance
historical legacies with contemporary opportunities.

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5]
Objective answers

1. Cultural

2. Export

3. Export

4. Trade

5. Conditions

6. United Nations
7. Oil

8. Policies

9. Education

10. Cocoa

Short-answer answers

1.

Colonialism in Africa was the political and economic control by European powers,
involving exploitation of resources and imposition of foreign governance.

One socio-economic effect was dependency on export markets due to cash crop
cultivation.

Weak institutions are a common post-colonial challenge.

Debt restricts growth by creating heavy repayment burdens.

Oil revenue was a key driver of Nigeria’s rapid development.
Corruption is a major challenge to Nigeria’s sustainable development.

Contemporary states can learn the importance of diversifying economies beyond export
dependency.
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Long-answer answers

1. Basic: Colonial policies created dependency and weak institutions. Value-added:
Different colonial experiences shaped varied outcomes across African states.

2. Basic: Aid provides resources but limits autonomy, debt creates burdens, and financial
institutions influence policies. Value-added: Structural adjustment programmes often
worsened inequality, suggesting the need for alternative approaches.

3. Basic: Oil, institutions, and policies drove growth, but corruption and reliance on oil
posed challenges. Value-added: Diversification, governance reforms, and investment in
education and technology are crucial for sustainability.

4. Basic: Nigeria’s oil-driven growth contrasts with Ghana’s cocoa reliance and India’s
planned reforms. Value-added: Lessons include avoiding resource dependency,
strengthening governance, and leveraging globalisation for inclusive growth.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5]
Part 5.1 Colonial Legacies and Their Impact on Development

1. Colonialism in the African context was the political and economic control by European
powers, involving exploitation of resources and imposition of foreign governance.

2. The main priorities of colonial policies were resource extraction and export-oriented
economies.

3. Two socio-economic effects of colonial policies were dependency on external markets
and neglect of local industries.

4. Post-colonial challenges included weak institutions, ethnic divisions, and economic
dependency.

5. Arbitrary borders created ethnic tensions after independence.
Part 5.2 International Conditions Shaping Development Trajectories

1. Global economic structures are systems and institutions that organise international trade
and finance, affecting how developing countries participate in global markets.

2. Trade relations are agreements and interactions between nations that determine access to
markets, tariffs, and competitiveness.

3.. International aid often carries conditions that limit autonomy.
4. ' One negative impact of debt is that repayment burdens restrict growth.

5. The United Nations is an example of a global governance institution that influences
development.

Part 5.3 Nigeria’s Rapid Development Experience
1. Oil transformed Nigeria’s economy in the 1970s.

-
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2. Two key drivers of Nigeria’s rapid development were oil revenue and government
policies aimed at industrialisation.

3. The challenge associated with Nigeria’s reliance on oil is over-dependence on a single
resource.

4. One institutional weakness that hindered Nigeria’s development is corruption.

5. Nigeria’s prospects for sustainable development include diversification of the économy,
stronger governance, and investment in education and technology.

Part 5.4 Comparative and Contemporary Perspectives
1. Oil accelerated Nigeria’s growth compared to Ghana’s reliance on cocoa.
2. India pursued industrialisation through planned economic reforms.

3. The persistence of weak institutions in post-colonial states shows the importance of
governance reforms.

4. One opportunity offered by globalisation is access to trade and technology transfer.

5. Sustainable development strategies must integrate economic reforms with social and
political realities.

References and Attributions [Series 5]
General references

o Historical background-of colonialism in Africa, socio-economic effects of colonial
policies, and post-colonial challenges were adapted from open educational resources in
sociology and African studies.

o International conditions, including global economic structures, aid, debt, and financial
institutions, were informed by standard development sociology texts and OER materials.

e Nigeria’s rapid development experience, including oil economy, institutions, and
policies, was drawn from OER sources on African development and Nigerian economic
history.

o Comparative and contemporary perspectives were based on comparative development
studies available in OER repositories.
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