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SERIES 1: Sociological Approaches to Politics

Series outline

o Part 1: Foundations of Political Sociology
e 1.1.1 Definition and scope of political sociology
o 1.1.2 Relationship between sociology and politics
e 1.1.3 Importance of sociological enquiry in politics
o Part 2: Sociological Theories and Political Analysis
e 1.2.1 Structural-functional approeaches
e 1.2.2 Conflict and power perspectives
e 1.2.3 Symbolic interactionist insights
o Part 3: Techniques of Sociolegical Enquiry in Politics
e 1.3.1 Qualitative techniques: interviews, case studies
e 1.3.2 Quantitative techniques: surveys, statistical analysis
e 1.3.3 Comparative and historical methods
o Part 4: Applications of Sociological Approaches to Political Behaviour
e 1.4.1 Analysing political participation
e 1.4.2 Understanding ideology and political culture
e 1.4.3 Evaluating mass movements and political change

Introduction

Politics is not enly about elections and government institutions, it is also deeply rooted in society
and culture. The way people think, act, and organise themselves politically is shaped by social
structures, cultural values, and everyday interactions. By approaching politics through the lens of
sociology, we gain a richer understanding of how power, authority, and participation are
influenced by the wider social environment. This Series therefore provides the foundation for
exploring political life as a social phenomenon, which is central to the study of political
sociology.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the sociological approaches used in studying
politics, equipping you with the ability to analyse political behaviour, organisations, and
processes using established theories and methods.
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We shall commence this Series by examining the foundations of political sociology, including its
definition, scope, and relevance. Next, we will explore key sociological theories that provide
different perspectives on political analysis. Following that, we will consider the techniques of
sociological enquiry that help us investigate political phenomena systematically. Finally, we will
wrap up by applying these approaches to the study of political behaviour, ideology, and mass
movements, thereby linking theory and method to practice.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 1.1 define the scope and foundations of political sociology,
e SLO 1.2 explain the relationship between sociology and politics,
e SLO 1.3 analyse key sociological theories and their application to political analysis,
e SLO 1.4 demonstrate techniques of sociological enquiry in the study of politics, and

e SLO 1.5 apply sociological approaches to evaluate political behaviour, ideology, and
mass movements.

1.1 Foundations Of Political Sociology

1.1.1 Definition and scope of political-sociology

Political sociology refers to the study of the relationship between society and politics, focusing
on how social structures, cultural values, and institutions shape political behaviour and
processes. It examines the waysin which power is distributed, exercised, and contested within
society. The scope of political sociology includes the analysis of political organisations, citizen
participation, ideology,.and the impact of social change on political systems.

Fill in the blank: Political sociology studies the relationship between and politics.

-
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Box 1.383: Sociology & Politics: Intersecting
Spheres of Society

Exploring the Relationship Between Social Structures & Governance

Sociology Politics

* Governance

e Culture

« Social Norms Powet . EUb“C Policy
Social Institutions AW
Stratifation Citizenship « State Power

e Community

Overall Impact:

This diagram illustrates the fundamental overlap betwelogy and politics, showing how structures influence political
systems and how politcions shape society. Understanding crucial for crucial for analyzing societal dynamics znd-
civic engagement.

OER Diagram Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 12:52:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing the overlap between sociology and politics Caption: Figure 1.1 Relationship
between society and politics

1.1.2 Relationship between sociology and politics

Sociology is the scientific study of society, social relationships, and institutions, while politics
refers to the processes of governance, decision-making, and power distribution. Political
sociology bridges these two fields by analysing how social factors such as class, ethnicity,
religion, and culture influence political behaviour and institutions. For example, voting patterns
often reflect social divisions, and political ideologies are shaped by cultural contexts.

Fill in the blank: Political sociology bridges the fields of and politics.
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Box 1.384: Social Factors Influnng Infurecing @
Political Behavior

The Sociological Roots of Political Action

1. Key Social Factors: 2. Mechanisms of Influence

« Sociosscomic Status (Class) * Values & Beliefs Formation

« Values & Beliefs Formation

» Access & Information/Resources
* Political socilization

* Group Identity

* Policy Preferences

* Voter Preferences

* Voter Turtunt & Participation

» Education Level

« Age & Generational Cobrts

» Gender & Gender Roles

* Ethrentity Race & Soligion

* Geographic Location (Urban/Rural)
* Social Networks & Family Influencg

Overall Impact:

This diagram uiustrates the fundamental overlap betwelogy and politics, showing how structures influence political
systems and how is Understanding houtt tine political soclogy fors policy atiudes, and sociical dynamie, and-
political exactions between and political processent.

OER Diext Box Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 12:53:00 AM WAT

Box 1.1: Key social factors influencing politics

1.1.3 Importance of sociological enquiry in politics

Sociological enquiry refers to the systematic investigation of social phenomena using theories
and methods of sociology. In politics, this enquiry helps us to understand why citizens participate
in elections, how political organisations mobilise support, and why social movements emerge. It
also provides tools to critically evaluate issues such as electoral crimes, political ideologies, and
mass movements. By applying sociological enquiry, learners can move beyond surface-level
observations to uncover deeper social dynamics that shape political life.

Fill in the blank: Sociological enquiry in politics helps us to understand why participate
in elections.
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Box 1.385: Sociological Enquiry &
Its Contibutions to Politics

Analyzing the Social Foundations of Political Systems

1. Area of Socioigical Enquiry | Key Aspects 2. Contribution to Poliics

Social Stratifation (Class, * Power distribution * Explains voting patterns

(Class, Inequality) * Resource access Policy impacts on different groups
Social moblity Social justice movements

Culture & Values * Norms, beliefs, symbols  Shapes political culture
Collective identity Influences public opinion
Idelogies Natinolann & conflict

Social Institutions « Family, education, religion | * Structure political behavior

Social movements Econom)civil society Tran§mit politiFal values
Stability/-making

Political Sociology * Politizal participation * Analyzes political change
Elites & power Sotte & civil society Explains political stablity/instabity

Overall Impact: This table oultines how sociological enquiry provicial insights into ento the
sphere, reveeling a social structures structures, cultural forces and instituttional dyiics that shape
politice, policy political behavios, and power relations. Understhadmg these: tiond these linkages is

a comprhenshsive analysis of modern political systems and for informing effective effective
governance strategies.

OER Table Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 12:54:00 AM WAT

Table l:1 Importance of sociological enquiry in politics

Pilot questions 1.1
1. Political sociology studies the relationship between which two fields?

2.. Whatare two examples of social factors that influence political behaviour?
3. | Define sociological enquiry in your own words.

4. Why is sociological enquiry important in the study of politics?

o

Which aspect of sociological enquiry helps explain motivations and barriers to voting?
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1.2 Sociological Theories And Political Analysis

1.2.1 Structural-functional approaches

The structural-functional approach is a sociological perspective that views society as a system
made up of interrelated parts, each performing specific functions to maintain stability. In politics,
this approach explains how institutions such as parliaments, courts, and political parties
contribute to the functioning of society. For example, political parties provide representation,
while courts ensure justice and order. This perspective highlights the importance of equilibrium
and consensus in political life.

Fill in the blank: The structural-functional approach views society as a made up of
interrelated parts.
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Inputs
(Demands, Support

Overall Impact

Box 1.386: The Political System as Social System

A Structural-Functionalist View

Society

Parliament
(Legistature)

Economic
System

Courts

=

Z

(Judisaory)

Political

Education
System

Political
Parties

System
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Media &
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Elections
(Moblization)
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Community

Political
& Elections
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Outputs
Policies, Decisions

This diagram illustrates the structural functionalist perspective of society as system, wthe poliical instiutions operating as

innermcetles. It shows from society iead | shows inputs from poliicess ouputs, with feedback future feedt tuotrine interactions.
Understanding these systemic linkages ianalyzing analyzing political stability, change, and the ¢ govenace witin the larger
social structure.

OER Diagram Structural Functionalism

Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 12:55:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing political institutions as parts of a system Caption: Figure 1.2 Structural-
functional view of political institutions

1.2.2 Conflict and power perspectives
The conflict perspective emphasises that society is characterised by inequality and competition
for resources. In politics, this approach focuses on how power is distributed unequally among
groups, often leading to struggles between elites and the masses. The power perspective
specifically examines how authority is exercised, maintained, and challenged. For instance, trade
unions may resist exploitation by employers, while elites may use ideology to preserve their
dominance. These perspectives highlight the role of conflict and coercion in shaping political

outcomes.

r;j
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Fill in the blank: The conflict perspective emphasises that society is characterised by and
competition for resources.

Box 1.387: Political Conflicts

from a Sociololigul Perspective
Understanding Power, Inequalite, and Social Change

1. Key Sources of Conflict: 2. Manifestations of Conflict:
* Socioseniomic Ineguality (Class Cqnflict « Social Movements & Protests
* Ethnic & Racial Tensions (ldentitifs) Protests
* Religious Divisions (Cultures) * Revolutions & Civil Unrest
(Culture Wars) * Political Polarzation
* Gender Inejuality & Rights * Electiral Disputes
* Resource Scarticy & Distribution * Policy Battles (ee.g. Healthcare, Ediucat
* Political Idology & Values * Inter-Group Violene)
* Generational Divides « Inter-Group Violence

» State Repression

Overall Impact: This box highlights the soclielogical understanding political conflicts as stermming
deep-seated social inqualities anver struggles. It illustrals housie confllicst acrase conflicts manifest varous
societal spheres, driving social change and shping political systems. Understaiding thee dynamics is cruciul for
analyzZng soeintalying instablity, socialvements, and a quest for a more equiaible society.

OER Text Box Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 12:56:00 AM WAT

Box 1.2: Examples of conflict in politics

1.2.3 Symbolic interactionist insights

The symbolic interactionist approach focuses on everyday interactions and the meanings
people attach to symbols, language, and behaviour. In politics, this perspective explains how
citizens form political identities, how leaders communicate authority, and how symbols such as
flags or slogans influence political participation. For example, campaign speeches and political
rallies rely heavily on shared meanings and symbols to mobilise support. This approach
highlights the micro-level processes that shape political behaviour.
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Fill in the blank: The symbolic interactionist approach focuses on everyday and the
meanings people attach to symbols.

Box 1.388: Symbolic Interaction at a Political Rally @

Overall Impact: This photograph illustare core tents of symbolic irtatchnisin, showing how individuals
interpeptet and give meaniig, and shared symbols, to construct expremcs It highlights to stearrte colllective
drive soecial movements and shape political action.

OER Image Political Rally Created: Tuesday, February 10,2066 at 12:57:00 AM WAT

Image of a political rally with flags and slogans Caption: Plate 1.1 Symbolic interaction in
political mobilisation

Pilot questions 1.2
1. What does the structural-functional approach emphasise in society?

2. Which sociological perspective highlights inequality and competition for resources?
3. How does the power perspective explain authority in politics?
4. What role do symbols play in the symbolic interactionist approach?
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5. Give one example of conflict in politics according to the conflict perspective.

1.3 Techniques Of Sociological Enquiry In Politics

1.3.1 Qualitative techniques: interviews and case studies

Qualitative techniques are methods that focus on exploring meanings, experiences, and
perspectives rather than numerical data. In political sociology, interviews allow researchers to
gather detailed insights into how individuals perceive political institutions, leaders, and
participation. Case studies, on the other hand, provide in-depth analysis of specific political
events, organisations, or movements. These techniques help uncover the subjective dimensions
of politics, such as trust in leadership or motivations behind joining a protest.

Fill in the blank: Qualitative techniques focus on exploring , experiences, and
perspectives rather than numerical data.

-
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Qualative Research Methods @
in Poltical Sociology

Exploring Depth & Meating in Political Phentorma

1. In-Depth Interviews

« Elite Intervives

* Focus Groups

* Oral Histories

* Narratites &
Discourse Analysis

Qualitiaive ‘ 2. Case Studies & Conxtuxal
Data Collection * Single-Case Studies
Research [ & Analysis H » Comparative Case Studies
* Historical Analysis

Methods « Historical Analysis
Rich, Nuanced Insights Ethnography & Fieldwork
into Political Behavior

Understanded Insights
into Pol & Power Dynamics

Overall Impact: This diagram illustrates the main qualitative reserarch techniqus used in explore complex

socloplex social phontamena. These methods provievide rich, detaiel insights into politica beavits tto politior, power
dynamics, and sociainitocial proceses, offering urisraative data alone. Understating theata alone. Undersarithse methods
franalying metheds is crucial for analygng contributions to political science.

OER Diagram Qualtitve Methods Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 12:56:00 AM

Diagram showing qualitative techniques in political sociology Caption: Figure 1.3 Qualitative
techniques in political enquiry

1.3.2 Quantitative techniques: surveys and statistical analysis

Quantitative techniques involve the collection and analysis of numerical data to identify
patterns and relationships. In political sociology, surveys are widely used to measure public
opinion, voting behaviour, and political participation. Statistical analysis then helps to interpret
these data, revealing trends such as the correlation between education level and voter turnout.
These techniques provide measurable evidence that can support or challenge sociological
theories about politics.

Fill in the blank: Quantitative techniques involve the collection and analysis of data.
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Box 1.388: Quantitative Research Methods in Political
Sociology: Analyzing Large-Scale Data & Patterns

1. Quanitative Technique 2. Application in Political Sociology
* Surveys & Public * Voter Behavior & e |dentify Trends &
Qurveyss e Preferences e Correlations
Opnission e Political Attitudes & Beliefs e Identify Trends & Correlations
(Regrsssion, * Measure Impact of Variables
Correlation) * Policy Support & Trust * Test Hypostsies (e.g, SES & Voting)

e Large-Scale Data Collection e Predict Political Outcomes

Overall Impact: This table outlines the primary quantinteive research methods used in
political sociology to analyze |z analze dataets and tiat dlasets and identify patterns.
These. These methods prumeral insights, allowing, allowing to generaiches to

generalize and test theories acrest theories across populations. Understanding
the techniques ie techniques is cruciul for eviderzed political science and policy
analysis.

OER Table Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 12:57:00 AM WAT

Table 1.2 Examples of quantitative techniques in political sociology

1.3.3 Comparative and historical methods

Comparative methods involve examining political systems, institutions, or behaviours across
different societies to identify similarities and differences. For example, comparing electoral
systems in Nigeria and the United Kingdom can reveal how institutional design influences voter
participation. Historical methods focus on analysing past political events and developments to
understand how they shape present political realities. These approaches provide a broader
perspective, showing how politics evolves over time and varies across contexts.
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Fill in the blank: Comparative methods examine political systems across different to
identify similarities and differences.

Box 1.389: Comparative & Historical Methods in Political

Sociology: Unlocking Deeper Insights into Power and Society

1. Key Benefits: 2. Applications:
¢ Broader Contextuization of Political Phonomna ¢ Analyzing Revolutions & State Formation
¢ |dentfication of Causal Mechanisms & ¢ Comparing Welfare States & Social Policies

Proceses over Time * Somparing Demoratization & Authohianism

¢ Challgning Ethoont orism & Universaist Claims * Studing the Dencatiation & Authorriaism

* Understarding Long-Term Social & * Tracing the Evolution of Collective
Political Change Action

¢ Understarding Long-Term Social & Political Change | * Investtating Social Mowents Cultures
* Uncovering Contiginencies & Path Dependencies | * Investtating Social Mowetion

¢ Generating New Theories & Hypotsises ¢ Examining Impact of Global Events

Overall Impact: This box highlights the profund advantages of comperative and histhods in

political socicociology. By analyzing differents periods, researchers can gain a gain a nuansce undersading of how
social strucires, and political proceses interact, leading to richer theotical insights and more robust explantions of political
outcomes.

OER Text Box Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 12:58:00 AM WAT

Box 1.3: Benefits of comparative and historical methods

Pilot questions 1.3
1.© What is the main focus of qualitative techniques in political sociology?

2. Which two methods are commonly used in qualitative enquiry?

3. What type of data do quantitative techniques rely on?

4. Give one example of how surveys are applied in political sociology.
F
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5. What is the purpose of comparative methods in political analysis?

1.4 Applications Of Sociological Approaches To Political Behaviour

1.4.1 Analysing political participation

Political participation refers to the various ways in which citizens engage with political
processes, including voting, campaigning, protesting, and joining political organisations.
Sociological approaches help us analyse participation by linking it to social factors such as class,
education, religion, and culture. For instance, higher levels of education often correlate with
greater voter turnout, while cultural traditions may influence collective forms of protest. By
studying participation sociologically, we can identify patterns and understand why some groups
are more politically active than others.

Fill in the blank: Political participation includes activities such as voting, campaigning,
protesting, and joining organisations.

-
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Box 1.390: Forms of Political Participation
Engaging in the Political Process & Shaping Society

Voting & Elections Activism & Protest

« Casting Ballots ¢ Demonstrations

¢ Voter Registration ¢ Marches/Rallis

¢ Campaigning for Candicates T ¢ Online Petitions/Adocacy

Political
Participation

D4
Community & Civic Engagehent

N

Joining Organizations

* Voluntering * Political Parties
e Town Halls ¢ Interest Groups
* Local Organizing * NGOs/Social Movements

Oveerall Impact: This diverse ways individals engage with the political system, from formal electcral processe to

informanity actions. Understnding thes analyzing for analyzing how cittizens influence policy, instutabls, and drive
drive social change in a democratic society.

OER Diagram Political Participation Created: Tuesday, February 10:2066 at 12:59:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing forms of political participation Caption: Figure 1.4 Forms of political
participation

1.4.2 Understanding ideology and political culture

Ideology is a system of ideas and beliefs that guides political behaviour and shapes policy
preferences. Examples include liberalism, conservatism, and socialism. Political culture refers
to the shared values, norms, and practices that influence how citizens view politics and authority.
Sociological approaches examine how ideology and culture interact, shaping both individual
attitudes and collective political movements. For example, a society with a strong democratic
culture may resist authoritarian tendencies, while ideological divisions can lead to polarisation.
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Fill in the blank: Political culture refers to the shared , norms, and practices that influence
how citizens view politics.

Box 1.391: Idelogy & Political Culture in

Political Sociology
Shaping Belifs & Political Behavior

1. Political Idelogies: 2. Political Culture Examples:

~—"

* Liberalism (eg, individual rights) » Democratic Culture (eg, participation, right;

» Conservaisam (eg, tradition, order Authorotian (e.g, obediine, deferene

* Socialism (eg, equality, collective Authoratian Culture (trust, cooperation

ownsshify Civic Culture (eg, trust-elite sentiment

* Fasecsim (eg, authoriain nationalism Populist Culture (e.anti-elite sentiment

* Anarchism (e.g, Stalless society Post-Materialist Culture

» Feminism (eg, gender equality) (e, evironment, human rights)

Overall Impact:
This box highlights the fundamental rol of shared idelogies and culturl norms in shaping political systems and individual

behavior. Understanding these concepts for anaalyzing political stabllity, confict, and change from sociological
pespective.

OER Text Box Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 12:59:00 AM WAT

Box 1.4: Examples of ideology and political culture

1.4.3 Evaluating mass movements and political change

Mass movements are collective actions by large groups of people seeking political or social
change. They often arise when citizens feel excluded from formal political processes or when
pressing issues demand urgent attention. Examples include civil rights movements, labour
strikes, and student protests. Sociological approaches evaluate these movements by examining
their causes, organisation, and impact on political systems. Mass movements can lead to
significant political change, such as reforms, revolutions, or shifts in public policy.
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Fill in the blank: Mass movements are collective actions by large groups of people seeking
or social change.

‘w‘l

P

Overall Impact: This photograph symblbisiss power of mass movements and peaceful
protest as mechainism for social and political change. It illustratts how collective action
shared symbred symbols, and vices can challenge existing power structucures and drive
drive democratic transforration.

OER Image Mass Protest Created: Tuesday, February 10,2066 at 1:00:00 AM WAT

Image of a peaceful protest with banners and crowds Caption: Plate 1.2 Mass movements as
agents of political change

Pilot questions 1.4
1. What are two examples of political participation?

2. Define ideology in the context of political sociology.
3. What does political culture refer to?
4. Give one example of how ideology influences political behaviour.

-
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5. What is a mass movement, and why is it significant in political change?

Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to the sociological approaches used in the study of politics,
highlighting their relevance to understanding political behaviour and institutions. We began by
exploring the foundations of political sociology, defining its scope and examining the
relationship between society and politics. Then, we considered major sociological theories,
including structural-functional, conflict, power, and symbolic interactionist perspectives, which
provide different lenses for analysing political life. Following that, we examined techniques of
sociological enquiry, both qualitative and quantitative, as well as comparative and historical
methods. Finally, we applied these approaches to political behaviour, focusing on participation,
ideology, political culture, and mass movements as agents of change.

By working through these Parts, you should now be able to define the scope of political
sociology (SLO 1.1), explain the relationship between sociology and politics (SLO 1.2), analyse
key sociological theories (SLO 1.3), demonstrate techniques of sociological enquiry (SLO 1.4),
and apply these approaches to evaluate political behaviour, ideology, and mass movements (SLO
1.5). This summary reinforces the skills and knowledge you have gained, preparing you to
engage critically with political sociology in subsequent Series.

Glossary of Terms

o Conflict perspective: A sociological approach that emphasises inequality and
competition for resources, focusing on struggles between groups such as elites and the
masses.

o Ideology: A system of ideas and beliefs that guides political behaviour and shapes policy
preferences, such as liberalism, conservatism, or socialism.

o Political culture: The shared values, norms, and practices that influence how citizens
view politics, authority, and participation.

« Political participation: The various ways in which citizens engage with political
processes, including voting, campaigning, protesting, and joining political organisations.

o Political sociology: The study of the relationship between society and politics, examining
how social structures, cultural values, and institutions shape political behaviour and
processes.

o Power perspective: A sociological approach that examines how authority is exercised,
maintained, and challenged within political systems.

e Qualitative techniques: Methods that explore meanings, experiences, and perspectives,
often using interviews and case studies to gain in-depth insights into political behaviour.

e Quantitative techniques: Methods that rely on numerical data, such as surveys and
statistical analysis, to identify patterns and trends in political behaviour.
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Sociological enquiry: The systematic investigation of social phenomena using theories
and methods of sociology, applied to politics to uncover deeper social dynamics.

Structural-functional approach: A perspective that views society as a system of
interrelated parts, each performing functions to maintain stability, including political
institutions such as parliaments and courts.

Symbolic interactionist approach: A perspective that focuses on everyday interactions
and the meanings people attach to symbols, language, and behaviour in political contexts.

Mass movements: Collective actions by large groups of people seekingpolitical or social
change, often leading to reforms, revolutions, or shifts in public policy.

Comparative methods: Approaches that examine political systems or behaviours across
different societies to identify similarities and differences.

Historical methods: Approaches that analyse past political events and developments to
understand how they shape present political realities.

Concept Check Questions [Series 1]

Objective questions

1.

Political sociology studies the relationship between society and . (Linked to SLO
1.1)

Which sociological perspective views society as a system of interrelated parts? (Linked to
SLO 1.3)

Surveys and statistical analysis are examples of which type of technique? (Linked to SLO
1.4)

Ideology refers to a system of that guides political behaviour. (Linked to SLO
1.5)

Mass movements are collective actions by large groups of people seeking
change. (Linked to SLO 1.5)

Short-answer questions

6.

7.

8.

Define political sociology and explain its scope. (Linked to SLO 1.1)
Briefly describe the conflict perspective in political sociology. (Linked to SLO 1.3)

What is the difference between qualitative and quantitative techniques in sociological

enquiry? (Linked to SLO 1.4)

9.

10.

Give two examples of political participation. (Linked to SLO 1.5)

Explain the concept of political culture with one example. (Linked to SLO 1.5)

Long-answer questions

-
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11. Analyse how structural-functional, conflict, and symbolic interactionist approaches
provide different insights into political behaviour. (Linked to SLO 1.3)

12. Evaluate the importance of sociological enquiry in understanding political participation
and mass movements. (Linked to SLO 1.4 and SLO 1.5)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1]
Objective questions

1. Politics

2. Structural-functional approach

3. Quantitative techniques

4. Ideas and beliefs

5. Political or social
Short-answer questions

6. Political sociology is the study of the relationship between society and politics. Its scope
includes analysing political organisations, citizen participation, ideology, and social change.

7. The conflict perspective emphasises inequality and competition for resources, focusing
on struggles between elites and the masses.

8. Qualitative techniques explore meanings and experiences using methods such as
interviews and case studies, while quantitative techniques rely on numerical data from surveys
and statistical analysis.

9. Examples include voting and protesting.

10. Political culture refers to shared values and norms that shape how citizens view politics.
For example, a democratic culture encourages active participation in elections.

Long-answer questions

11. Basic response: The structural-functional approach views politics as part of a system that
maintains stability, the conflict perspective highlights inequality and struggles for power, and the
symbolic interactionist approach focuses on everyday meanings and symbols in political
behaviour. Value-added response: Together, these perspectives provide a multi-level analysis.
Structural-functionalism explains institutional roles, conflict theory uncovers power struggles
and inequality, while symbolic interactionism reveals how identity and meaning shape political
participation. This combination allows for a comprehensive understanding of political behaviour.

12. Basic response: Sociological enquiry helps explain why citizens participate in politics
and how mass movements emerge, using both qualitative and quantitative methods. Value-added
response: Beyond this, sociological enquiry provides critical tools to evaluate the causes,
organisation, and impacts of political participation and mass movements. It allows us to connect
individual motivations with broader social structures, showing how collective action can lead to
reforms or systemic change.
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1]
Answers to Pilot Questions 1.1
1. Society and politics
2. Class and religion (other valid examples: ethnicity, culture)
3. A systematic investigation of social phenomena using sociological theories and methods

4. Tt helps explain citizen participation, mobilisation by organisations, and emergence of
social movements

5. Citizen participation
Answers to Pilot Questions 1.2
1. Stability and the functioning of institutions
2. Conflict perspective
3. By examining how authority is exercised, maintained, and challenged
4. They shape identity, communication, and mobilisation in politics
5. Struggles between elites and citizens
Answers to Pilot Questions 1.3
1. Exploring meanings, experiences, and perspectives
2. Interviews and case studies
3. Numerical data
4. Measuring public opinion-and voting behaviour
5. To identify similarities and differences across societies
Answers to Pilot Questions 1.4
1./ Voting and protesting (other valid examples: campaigning, joining organisations)
2. A system of ideas and beliefs that guides political behaviour
3. Shared values, norms, and practices that influence how citizens view politics

4. Liberalism encourages individual rights, conservatism values tradition, socialism
promotes equality

5. Collective actions by large groups of people seeking political or social change, significant
because they can lead to reforms or revolutions
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References and Attributions [Series 1]
o Figures, Plates, Tables, and Boxes

e Figure 1.1 Relationship between society and politics: Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a simple Venn diagram showing overlap between sociology
and politics, labelled with key concepts such as power, culture, and institutions.”
Suggested search string: “open educational resource diagram sociology politics
relationship.”

e Box 1.1 Key social factors influencing politics: Al-generated using the prompt
“Create a text box listing key social factors that influence political behaviour.”
Suggested search string: “open educational resource political sociology social
factors.”

o Table 1.1 Importance of sociological enquiry in politics: Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a simple table showing aspects of sociological enquiry and
their contributions to politics.” Suggested search string: “open educational
resource table sociological enquiry politics.”

o Figure 1.2 Structural-functional view of political institutions: Al-generated using
the prompt “Generate a diagram showing society as a system with political
institutions like parliament, courts, and parties as interconnected parts.” Suggested
search string: “open educational resource diagram structural functional political
sociology.”

e Box 1.2 Examples of conflict in politics: Al-generated using the prompt “Create a
text box listing examples of political conflicts from sociology.” Suggested search
string: “open educational resource conflict perspective political sociology
examples.”

e Plate 1.1 Symbolic interaction in political mobilisation: Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate an image of a political rally showing flags, slogans, and people
interacting.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource image political
rally sociology symbolic interaction.”

o  Figure 1.3 Qualitative techniques in political enquiry: Al-generated using the
prompt “‘Generate a diagram showing interviews and case studies as branches of
qualitative techniques in political sociology.” Suggested search string: “open
educational resource diagram qualitative methods political sociology.”

o Table 1.2 Examples of quantitative techniques in political sociology: Al-generated
using the prompt “Generate a simple table showing surveys and statistical
analysis as examples of quantitative techniques in political sociology.” Suggested
search string: “open educational resource table quantitative methods political
sociology.”

e Box 1.3 Benefits of comparative and historical methods: Al-generated using the
prompt “Create a text box listing benefits of comparative and historical methods
in political sociology.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource
comparative historical methods political sociology.”
P
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o Figure 1.4 Forms of political participation: Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a diagram showing different forms of political participation such as
voting, campaigning, protesting, and joining organisations.” Suggested search
string: “open educational resource diagram political participation sociology.”

e Box 1.4 Examples of ideology and political culture: Al-generated using the
prompt “Create a text box listing examples of ideology and political culture in
political sociology.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource ideology
political culture sociology.”

e Plate 1.2 Mass movements as agents of political change: Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate an image of a peaceful protest with banners and crowds
symbolising mass movements.” Suggested search string: “open educational
resource image protest political sociology.”

e Course Content Attribution

o Extracted and adapted from SOC 305: Political Sociology (2 Units) course outline
provided in the attached document.

o Referencing Style

o References have been presented in a simplified institutional style suitable for
instructional materials. Al-generated illustrations are noted with prompts, while
suggested search strings point to potential open educational resources (OERs) for
sourcing or verification.

e Course code: SOC 305
e Course title: Political Sociology

e Course creditload: 2

SERIES 2: Social And Cultural Contexts Of Political
Behaviour

Series outline

e Part 2.1 Social structures and political behaviour
e 2.1.1 Influence of class and stratification
e 2.1.2 Role of ethnicity and religion
e 2.1.3 Gender and political participation
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e Part 2.2 Cultural values and political life
e 2.2.1 Political culture and authority
e 2.2.2 Ideology and belief systems
e 2.2.3 Traditions and collective identity
o Part 2.3 Socialisation and citizen engagement
e 2.3.1 Agents of political socialisation (family, school, media)
e 2.3.2 Civic education and political awareness
e 2.3.3 Youth and generational perspectives
e Part 2.4 Social change and political transformation
e 2.4.1 Impact of modernisation and globalisation
e 2.4.2 Social movements and cultural shifts
e 2.4.3 Continuity and change in political behaviour

Introduction

Politics does not occur in isolation, it is deeply influenced by the social structures and cultural
values that shape people’s lives. Citizens’ choices, behaviours, and attitudes towards authority
are often linked to their class, ethnicity, religion, andtraditions. Understanding these contexts
allows us to see politics not simply as a matter of institutions and laws, but as a reflection of
society itself. This Series therefore highlights the social and cultural foundations of political
behaviour, making it central to the study of political sociology.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to analyse how social structures, cultural
values, and processes of socialisation‘influence political behaviour, and to evaluate how social
change transforms political life.

We shall commence this Series by examining how social structures such as class, ethnicity,
religion, and gender shape political behaviour. Next, we will explore cultural values, focusing on
political culture, ideology, and traditions that guide collective identity. Following that, we will
consider how citizens are socialised into politics through agents such as family, schools, and
media, with particular attention to youth perspectives. Finally, we will wrap up by analysing how
social change, including modernisation and globalisation, influences political transformation and
continuity.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e  SLO 2.1 analyse how social structures such as class, ethnicity, religion, and gender
influence political behaviour,

e SLO 2.2 explain the role of cultural values, ideology, and traditions in shaping political
life,

e SLO 2.3 evaluate the processes of political socialisation and the contribution of agents
such as family, schools, and media to citizen engagement,
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e SLO 2.4 assess the impact of modernisation, globalisation, and cultural shifts on political
transformation and continuity.

2.1 Social Structures And Political Behaviour

2.1.1 Influence of class and stratification

Class refers to the division of society based on economic status, occupation, and access to
resources. Stratification is the hierarchical arrangement of individuals or groups within society,
often linked to wealth, power, and prestige. In politics, class and stratification influence voting
behaviour, political participation, and representation. For example, working-class citizens may
support parties that advocate for labour rights, while elites may align with-policies that protect
their economic interests.

Fill in the blank: Stratification is the hierarchical arrangement of individuals or groups within

-
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Box 1.392: Class & Stratfication in Political Sociology: @

How Social Divisions Shape Political’s Behuwior

Social Class & Stratfication

Key Components: Measures/Indicators

* Income & Wealth * Income & Wealth

* Occipation Status » SES (Sociosedemic Status) Indexs

* Education Level « SES (Soiosetemic Status) Indexs

« Lifestyle & Networks « Social Mobility Rates
Political Behavior: Voting Political Participation
« Voter Turtont Influnces & Conditio:is « Protest & Activism
« Party Preference « Campaign Engagement
* Policy Support (e. g, Welfare) * Interest Group Membership
« Electral Outcomes « Civic Engagement

Feedback Loop: Policy & Power

Overall Impact: This diagram illustrals tanddimental role social class and stratffication in shaping behavior. It shows how unqual
distribution of resources and status infiuaces who votes, how they vote, anw they woe in the participate in the polltical praas, doss,

creating feebiack loop referce or challing power structures. Understaiding thee class dynamics is crucival for for analyging political
inequlaity and change.

OER Diagram Class Stratftation Politics Created: Tuesday, February 10,2066 at 1:02:00 AM WAT
Diagram showing the relationship between class, stratification, and political behaviour Caption:
Figure 2.1 Class and stratification in political behaviour

2.1.2 Role of ethnicity and religion

Ethnicity refers to shared cultural traits such as language, ancestry, and traditions, while religion
is a system of beliefs and practices centred on spiritual values. Both ethnicity and religion
strongly influence political behaviour, often shaping party affiliation, voting patterns, and
mobilisation. In multi-ethnic societies, political parties may appeal to ethnic identities, while
religious groups can mobilise followers around moral or social issues. These factors can promote
unity but may also lead to division if exploited for political gain.

Fill in the blank: Ethnicity refers to shared cultural traits such as language, ancestry, and
P
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Box 1.393: Ethenity & Religion in Polit Soclio
Shaping Identities, Values & Political Action

1. Ethnic Influences: 2. Religious Influences:

* Ethnic Identity & Group Soldarity Religious Values & Morality

e Ethincty-Based Parties (e.g, India)

Religion-Based Parties (e.g, Christians)

* Minority Rights & Representation Social Issue Stances (e.g, Abortion)

* Affirmative Actions Religious Freedom Debates

e Affarimative Action Debates Religious Freedom Deleranes

* Inter-Ethnic Conflict & Cooperation

Religious Conflict & Tolerance
* Immigration Policy & Integration

Political Mobilization & Voting Blocs

Overall Impact:
This box highlights the profund ways ethnceity and religc beleifs shape political

behavior, influence voter turwut, party allegiaices, polily prfrens, political conflict and
cooperation. Understading these dynamics is crucial for anzling for anzlaying social
cohisand diversity in political systems.

OER Text Box Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:03:00 AM WAT

Box 2.1: Examples of ethnicity and religion in politics

2.1.3 Gender and political participation

Gender refers to the social roles, behaviours, and expectations associated with being male or
female. In politics, gender influences participation, representation, and leadership. Historically,
women have faced barriers to political involvement, but increasing advocacy for gender equality
has led to greater female participation in elections, activism, and leadership positions.
Sociological analysis highlights how gender roles shape political opportunities and challenges,
and how inclusive policies can promote balanced representation.

Fill in the blank: Gender refers to the social roles, behaviours, and expectations associated with
being or female.
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Box 1.394: Gender & Political Participation in Political Socilogy:

How Gender Shapes Political Engagement
& Ettersecting Influremics

1. Aspects of Gender 2. Political Participation | 3. Influence on Partcipation

¢ Gender Roles & Socialization |* Voting & Electral Behavior | ¢ Different Priorities &

Becilntion Behavior Perspectives)

* Gender Inequalite & * Cadidacy & Elective * Time Constrants &
Work-Life Balance Caregiving Office Resource Gaps

* Gender-Based Issues & e Communit & Eectism * Mobilization & Collective
Advocacy Organizing Action

Overall Impact:
This table explores how gender intresects with social structures to influence influence political behavior. It

It highlights how societeal norrms, and specific issues faced of different genders shape patterns of political
engagement. Understicinghe shatals the dynamics is essential for promoting more mone equiaible and
inclusive political systems.

OER Table Gender Political Participation Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:04:00 AM WAT

Table 2:1 Gender and political participation

Pilot questions 2.1
1. What is the difference between class and stratification?

2. How does class influence voting behaviour?
3. Define ethnicity in the context of political sociology.
4. Give one example of how religion influences political mobilisation.

5. What role does gender play in political participation?
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2.2 Cultural Values And Political Life

2.2.1 Political culture and authority

Political culture refers to the shared values, norms, and practices that shape how citizens view
politics, authority, and participation. It influences whether people see government as legitimate,
whether they trust leaders, and how they respond to political decisions. For example, societies
with a strong democratic culture often encourage active participation, while authoritarian
cultures may emphasise obedience and loyalty.

Fill in the blank: Political culture refers to the shared values, norms, and that shape how
citizens view politics.

Box 1.395: Political Culture & Citizen Behavior
Exploring the Dynamics of Governance & Participation

Democratic Culture Authoritrian Culture Participitatioy Culture

« Citizen Participation * Obedince to Authority « Active Civic Engagement
 Trust in Institutions * Limited Participation * Community-Led Initiatives
« Civil Liberties & Rights « State Control & Suveillance * Direct Action & Advocacy

Shapes & Reinforces Shapes & Reinforces

Citizen Behavior
* Vortest & Elections
« Community Organizing
« Social Trust & Compliance
« Policy Support/Opposition

Overall Impact: This diagram illustrates how different political cultures influence citzen
behavior and vead verica. Understaiding these dynamics is crucial for analyiing governance,
stability, stabiity, and the potential for potential for political change within a society.

OER Diagrial Culture
Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:05:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing types of political culture (democratic, authoritarian, participatory) Caption:
Figure 2.2 Types of political culture and their influence on authority

)
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2.2.2 Ideology and belief systems

Ideology is a system of ideas and beliefs that guides political behaviour and shapes policy
preferences. Examples include liberalism, conservatism, and socialism. These belief systems
influence how citizens interpret political issues and align with parties or movements. Ideologies
provide frameworks for understanding authority, justice, and equality, and they often serve as
rallying points for collective action.

Fill in the blank: Ideology is a system of ideas and that guides political behaviour.

Box 1.396: Political Idelogies

Understanding Belilf Systems that Shape Politics

Ideology Examples: Brief Descriptions

Liberalism (Individual rights, democrcay) Liberalism

Conservvistam (Tradition, order, (Tradition, order,

Socialdam (candership, government (Tradition, order, limited government
Sociaism (Collective ownship, social equality) higerchy

Fascism (Authorian nationalsim, higerchy) * Hpecigh

Anachism (Stalttes society, voluntary association  Ecologica sustainbibiity, do,

Feminism (Gender equality, social justice * justice

Environmentism sustainbility, green politics) ® (Ecologal sustain wility

ancinands

Overall Impact: This box provides a foundatonal overview of major political idologies,
demonstating how different set beliefs and values inform political systes and citzen behavior.
Undert.ding. Undstading these idologies is crucial fing political discourse, party platforms, and
societal movements.

OER Text Box Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:06:00 AM

Box 2.2: Examples of political ideologies

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



2.2.3 Traditions and collective identity

Traditions are inherited customs and practices that shape collective identity and political
behaviour. They may include rituals, ceremonies, or historical narratives that reinforce a sense of
belonging. Collective identity refers to the shared sense of “we” among members of a group,
often expressed through cultural symbols, language, or heritage. In politics, traditions and
collective identity can strengthen unity and mobilisation, but they may also be used to exclude or
marginalise others.

Fill in the blank: Collective identity refers to the shared sense of * ” among members of a
group.

Box 1.397: Traditions & Collective Identity in Politics
Celebrating Shared Culture & National Unity

B i

261
lﬂl II"N(

Overall Impact: This photograph captures the essence fhow national traditions and cultural

symbols forge cuive identity, reinorfical unity and social uniitysoci cial solidarity. It illustrahs shaw
rittuary, and symbols create sense ad can mobilized forr political purposes, shaping national
conscicuness and civic pride

OER Image National Celebration Created: Tuesday, February 10,2066 at 1:07:00 AM WAT

Image of a national celebration with flags and cultural symbols Caption: Plate 2.1 Traditions and
collective identity in political life

-
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Pilot questions 2.2
1. What does political culture refer to?

2. Give one example of how political culture influences citizen behaviour.
3. Define ideology in the context of political sociology.
4. List two examples of political ideologies.

5. What is collective identity, and how does it relate to traditions?

2.3 Socialisation And Citizen Engagement

2.3.1 Agents of political socialisation (family, school, media)

Political socialisation is the process through which individuals acquire values, beliefs, and
behaviours related to politics. The main agents of socialisation include family, schools, and
media. Families often shape early political attitudes by passing down traditions and views.
Schools reinforce civic knowledge through education and exposure to democratic practices.
Media, both traditional and digital, plays a powerful role in shaping perceptions of leaders,
policies, and political events. Together, these agents influence how citizens engage with politics
throughout their lives.

Fill in the blank: Political socialisation is the process through which individuals acquire values,
beliefs, and related to politics.

-
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Box 1.398: Agents of Political Socialisation

How Family, School & Media Shape Citizen Engagement

Family School Media
« Parents' Beliefs & Values » Civics Education * News Consumption
« Discussion & Role Modeling « National Rituials (Pledge) » Social Media & Info
« Early Political Awareness * Peer Group Influence * Framing & Narratives
Political
Socialisation
Family Media

Reinforces & Adapts

Reinforces &

Citizen Engagement

Overall Impact: This diagram illustrates how key agents like family like school, and transsit political values
norms, shaping how how individuals engage with the political system thoem throughut yer lives. Understarding
Understanzing forces is cruciul for analyzing how political culture and civic partcipation develop in a society.

OER Diagram Political Socialiation Created: Tuesday, February 10,2066 at 1:09:00 AM AT

Diagram showing agents of political socialisation (family, school, media) Caption: Figure 2.3
Agents of political socialisation

2.3.2 Civic education and political awareness

Civic education refers to the teaching of rights, responsibilities, and values that prepare
individuals to participate actively in political life. It builds political awareness, which is the
understanding of political processes, institutions, and issues. Civic education encourages
informed voting, respect for democratic principles, and active citizenship. For example,
programmes that teach young people about elections and governance help them develop the
confidence to participate in politics responsibly.

Fill in the blank: Civic education prepares individuals to participate actively in life.
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Box 1.399: The Benefits of Civic Education in Political Socology

Fostering Informed & Engaged Citizens

1. Key Benefits: 2. Impact on Society

* Increased Political Knowledge & Literacy
* Enhanced Critical Thinking Skills
« Greater Political Thinking Skills

* More Engaged Citzerny

¢ Healthier Political Discurse

» Promotes Tolerance (Belief or influence J
 Accounaible Governance

politics)
* Promotes Tolerance & Diverese Views * Reduced Politiety Organizations
* Fosterss af Civic Responasibility « Stronger Civil Society Organizations

« Encourages Diformed Voting & Participation | ¢ Informed Policy Debates
« Strengthuns Democratic Values & Insttutions
* Social Cohision & Stability

Overall Impact: This diagram illustlights how key agents educatires in shaping active in the political values By
sitizens. By praping stnis od fiorting how the political system, engage system, engage ay slurtne uncretantshts
Understanzing process strenthos it put society. Undertandnging pullsth s et me a thiving public cnos sed of just
society.

OER Diext Box Civic Edualation Created: Tuesday, Febuary 10,2066 at 1:11.00 AMWAT

Box 2.3: Benefits of civic education

2.3.3 Youth and generational perspectives

Youth perspectives are crucial in political sociology because younger generations often bring
new ideas, energy, and demands for change. Generational differences can influence political
priorities, with older citizens sometimes valuing stability and tradition, while younger ones may
push for innovation and reform. The participation of youth in protests, digital activism, and civic
movements demonstrates their growing role in shaping political behaviour. Sociological analysis
helps us understand how generational perspectives interact to produce continuity and change in
politics.

£
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Fill in the blank: Youth perspectives are crucial because younger generations often bring new
ideas, energy, and demands for

Box 1.400: Youth Political Participation

—_————

+~ Political }

Pa rti'cipatiqn

Overall Impact: This photograph illustrres the dual nature the contemporary youth engagement, combining digital
digital Forward It denonsts ticw young people roung peanple utilize the online obilizas and offise platormss os awarteness,
and avocet-tdynalving dynamics s civial political change, highlitighg the digital age.

OER Image Youth Porticiriation Participation. Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2666 at 1:12:00 AM WAT

Image of young people participating in a civic protest or digital activism Caption: Plate 2.2
Youth perspectives in political participation

Pilot questions 2.3
1. What is political socialisation, and who are its main agents?

2. How do families influence political socialisation?
3. Define civic education and explain its purpose.

4. Give two benefits of civic education.
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5. Why are youth perspectives important in political sociology?

2.4 Social Change And Political Transformation

2.4.1 Impact of modernisation and globalisation

Modernisation refers to the process of social and economic development that brings about
changes in technology, education, and institutions. Globalisation is the increasing
interconnectedness of societies through trade, communication, and cultural exchange. Both
modernisation and globalisation influence political behaviour by reshaping values, expectations,
and opportunities. For example, modernisation often leads to demands for democratic
governance, while globalisation exposes citizens to new ideas and practices that can challenge
traditional political systems.

Fill in the blank: Globalisation refers to the increasing of societies through trade,
communication, and cultural exchange.

-
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Box 1.401: Modernsation & Globalation in Political Socioogy: o=
Shaping Politics in and Inteoncected World

Modernisation Globaloation

* Industriislation * Interconnected Economies

* Urbansisation * Transnantiona (Info, People, Goods)

* Education Expansion * International Institutions

* Seculration * Cultural Exchange

* Advancement l * Digital Communication

Influence on Political
Spurs Behal"ior Faciliates

Democratisation Cultural & Normative Change Political & Instiutiunal Reform
* Increased Demands for Rights * Hybrid Political Cultures * Governance Modernisation
* Civil Society Growth * Human Rights Emphasia * Policy Diffusion
* Accountaiblity Pressures * New Political Identities * International Cooperation

Overall Impact: This diagram illustrates how the internnected forces of modensation and glofound influence
political systems and ins and citizen behavior. It highlights the compleax pehwarigh theis processssan can lead
democratisation, and insttucii€form, shaping the dynami of power an govenance un power and govenance

um increasingy inttéerendent world. Understading these mac-vel changel for analyzing contemporary political
trends.

OER Diagram Moderniisation Globalisation Politics Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:13:00 AM WAI

Diagram showing the impact of modernisation and globalisation on political behaviour Caption:
Figure 2.4 Modernisation and globalisation in political transformation

2.4.2 Socialmovements and cultural shifts

Social movements are collective efforts by groups of people to promote or resist social and
political change. They often arise when citizens feel excluded or when pressing issues demand
attention. Cultural shifts refer to changes in values, norms, and practices within society that
influence political behaviour. For instance, movements advocating for civil rights or
environmental protection reflect broader cultural changes in how societies view justice and
sustainability. These movements and shifts can reshape political agendas and institutions.

-
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change.

Fill in the blank: Social movements are collective efforts by groups of people to promote or resist

Box 1.402: Social Movenents & Cultural Shifts in Political Socioogy: Q=R

Driving Political Change & Societal Transformation

1. Social Movement Examples:
* Civil Rights Movement (e.g,
* Women Sufffory (e.g,

voting rights
* Llvoting rights
(climate action
* Environnertalism
* Environmentalism (e., equality)
* LGBTQ+ Rights
fair trade
* Labor Movements
* Labor Movemts

2. Cultural Shift Examples:
* Secularization
* Seclviduatism
(e.g, decloning delcilioug
religious authority
* Individualism
* Mulicurualism
Huran Rights acceptance
* Digital Culture
* (Post-iMarred life values
* Changing Gender Norms
Internations (e.g., (fluid

* Anti-Globaization
* Accauititabillity (fair trade

* fluid identities)

Overall Impact: This diagram higlights how social movements a dialo <alleratefinreres an interiscetect to
political systems and influence and citizen behavior. They challenge and slunes The xolselares, introdue e,
structctures, introdutve identties, and reshape ootire collective identiciesrs, and ios poles and gonliotieel

these apliinge ven tttamcfmatrorld. Understading these socital how societies evolve, thara address new
challenges.

Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:14:00 AM WA

OER Text Box Social Miisation Cultural Shifts

Box 2.4: Examples of social movements and cultural shifts

2.4.3 Continuity and change in political behaviour

Continuity in political behaviour refers to the persistence of established practices, traditions, and
institutions over time. Change occurs when new ideas, movements, or external influences alter
how citizens engage with politics. Sociological analysis helps us understand the balance between
continuity and change, showing why some societies maintain long-standing traditions while
others undergo rapid transformation. For example, while some countries preserve monarchies as
symbols of stability, others embrace republican systems to reflect evolving democratic values.
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Fill in the blank: Continuity in political behaviour refers to the persistence of established
practices, traditions, and over time.

Box 1.403: Conttinuity & Change in Political Behavior
Examhing Enduring Patterns & Evolving Trends

& Etteresecting Influremics

1. Aspect of Behavior | 2. Continuity (Enduring Patterns| 3. Change (Evolving Trends

. Voting Patterns ' CIass/Ethric/ReIigious Blocs ¢ Decline in Voter Tuwnut
 Party Loyalty . Generghonal Party Afflliation Indeprennts/Splinter Partier
Behavior
* Protest & Activism « Historical Reistance to Authrority| ¢ Digital Actitism (e.p, Hasstat
Movements)

¢ Golitical Socialisation |+ Family Value Transmission & Media/Pesr Group Infltience

* Policy Preferences * Support Welfate State Support Welfate State

0

Table

Overall Impact:

This table explores This table e the prnamic nature socital structures infuctures to Political behvior It
demonsataing how some enure wilile oturs while transform. Understanding ba poll the theritts is arucial

for analglzing societies evolve how societies evolve politicaly and how citzens with governance over time. It
over time over time. It shows intteylay of tradition in nnovation in shaping shaping political Is polincy
analysis.

ER Table Contiuiity Change Participation Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:15:00 AM WAT

2.2 Continuity and change in political behaviour

Pilot questions 2.4

1.

2.

3.

)

Do)

Define modernisation and explain its impact on politics.
What is globalisation, and how does it influence political behaviour?
Give one example of a social movement that reflects cultural shifts.

What does continuity in political behaviour mean?
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5. Provide one example of political change in modern societies.

Series Summary

This Series has focused on the social and cultural contexts that shape political behaviour,
emphasising their relevance to political sociology. We began by examining social structures such
as class, stratification, ethnicity, religion, and gender, showing how they influence participation
and representation. Then, we explored cultural values, including political culture,ideology, and
traditions, which guide collective identity and authority. Following that, we considered the
processes of political socialisation, highlighting the role of family, schools, media, and civic
education, as well as the perspectives of youth. Finally, we analysed how social change, through
modernisation, globalisation, social movements, and cultural shifts, transforms political
behaviour while balancing continuity and change.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to analyse the influence of social structures
on political behaviour (SLO 2.1), explain the role of cultural values and ideologies (SLO 2.2),
evaluate the processes of political socialisation and citizen engagement (SLO 2.3), and assess the
impact of modernisation, globalisation, and cultural shifts on political transformation (SLO 2.4).
These outcomes provide you with the tools to critically connect social and cultural contexts to
political life, reinforcing your ability to engage with political sociology in a meaningful way.

Glossary of Terms

e Agents of socialisation: Institutions or groups such as family, schools, and media that
influence individuals’ political values, beliefs, and behaviours.

o Civic education: The teaching of rights, responsibilities, and values that prepare
individuals.to participate actively in political life.

o Collective identity: The shared sense of belonging or “we” among members of a group,
often expressed through cultural symbols, language, or heritage.

e Cultural shifts: Changes in values, norms, and practices within society that influence
political behaviour.

o  Ethnicity: Shared cultural traits such as language, ancestry, and traditions that can shape
political behaviour and party affiliation.

o Gender: The social roles, behaviours, and expectations associated with being male or
female, which influence participation and representation in politics.

o - Globalisation: The increasing interconnectedness of societies through trade,
communication, and cultural exchange, which affects political behaviour and systems.

o Ideology: A system of ideas and beliefs that guides political behaviour and shapes policy
preferences, such as liberalism, conservatism, or socialism.
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e Modernisation: The process of social and economic development that brings changes in
technology, education, and institutions, often influencing demands for democratic
governance.

o Political awareness: The understanding of political processes, institutions, and issues
that enables informed participation in political life.

o Political culture: The shared values, norms, and practices that shape how citizens view
politics, authority, and participation.

o Political socialisation: The process through which individuals acquire values, beliefs,
and behaviours related to politics.

e Social movements: Collective efforts by groups of people to promote or resist social and
political change.

o Stratification: The hierarchical arrangement of individuals or groups within society,
often linked to wealth, power, and prestige.

o Traditions: Inherited customs and practices that shape collective identity and political
behaviour.

e Youth perspectives: Views and contributions of younger generations in politics, often
characterised by demands for innovation, reform, and active participation.

Concept Check Questions [Series 2]
Objective questions

1. Political culture refers to shared values, norms, and that shape how citizens view
politics. (Linked to SLO 2.2)

2. Which agent of political socialisation is most influential in early childhood? (Linked to

SLO 2.3)

3. Modernisation often leads to demands for governance. (Linked to SLO 2.4)

4. Ethnicity refers to shared cultural traits such as language, ancestry, and . (Linked
to SLO 2.1)

5. Social movements are collective efforts by groups of people to promote or resist
change. (Linked to SLO 2.4)

Short-answer questions

6. Define stratification and explain its relevance to political behaviour. (Linked to SLO 2.1)
7. What is ideology, and how does it guide political behaviour? (Linked to SLO 2.2)

8. Identify two benefits of civic education. (Linked to SLO 2.3)

9. Explain how globalisation influences political behaviour. (Linked to SLO 2.4)

o
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10. Give one example of how gender roles affect political participation. (Linked to SLO 2.1)
Long-answer questions

11. Analyse how class, ethnicity, and religion shape political behaviour in different societies.
(Linked to SLO 2.1)

12. Evaluate the importance of youth perspectives and generational differences in shaping
political participation. (Linked to SLO 2.3)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2]
Objective questions

1. Practices

2. Family

3. Democratic

4. Traditions

5. Social or political
Short-answer questions

6. Stratification is the hierarchical arrangement of individuals or groups in society, often
linked to wealth, power, and prestige. It is relevant to political behaviour because it influences
voting patterns, representation, and access to political power.

7. Ideology is a system of ideas and beliefs that guides political behaviour and shapes policy
preferences. It provides frameworks for interpreting authority, justice, and equality.

8. Benefits include promoting informed voting and encouraging respect for democratic
principles.

9. Globalisation influences political behaviour by exposing citizens to new ideas, practices,
and values, which can challenge traditional systems and encourage reform.

10. Gender roles may limit women’s access to leadership positions or influence expectations
about who participates in politics.

Long-answer questions

11. Basic response: Class influences voting behaviour through economic interests, ethnicity
shapes party affiliation and mobilisation, and religion guides moral and social issues in politics.
Value-added response: Beyond these, class divisions can reinforce systemic inequalities,
ethnicity can both unify and divide societies depending on political strategies, and religion can
mobilise large populations while also creating tensions in pluralistic societies. Together, these
factors highlight the complex interplay between social structures and political behaviour.

12. Basic response: Youth perspectives are important because younger generations bring new
ideas and energy, often pushing for reform and innovation in politics. Generational differences
influence priorities and participation styles. Value-added response: In addition, youth
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perspectives are increasingly expressed through digital activism, civic protests, and global
movements. Their engagement challenges traditional political structures and introduces new
forms of participation, making generational analysis essential for understanding both continuity
and change in political behaviour.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2]
Answers to Pilot Questions 2.1

1. Class is based on economic status and occupation, while stratification is the hierarchical
arrangement of individuals or groups in society.

2. Class influences voting behaviour by shaping party preferences according to economic
interests.

3. Ethnicity is defined as shared cultural traits such as language, ancestry, and traditions.

4. Religion can influence mobilisation during elections, for example through religious
leaders encouraging followers to support certain candidates.

5. Gender shapes political participation by influencing representation and leadership
opportunities.

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.2

1. Political culture refers to the shared values, norms, and practices that shape how citizens
view politics.

2. A democratic political culture encourages active citizen participation in elections.
3. Ideology is a system of ideas and beliefs that guides political behaviour.
4. Examples include liberalism and conservatism.

5. Collective identity is the shared sense of belonging among members of a group, often
reinforced by traditions.

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.3

1./ Political socialisation is the process of acquiring political values and behaviours, with
family, schools, and media as its main agents.

2. Families influence political socialisation by passing down traditions and political views.

3. Civic education is the teaching of rights, responsibilities, and values to prepare
individuals for active political participation.

4. Benefits include promoting informed voting and strengthening active citizenship.

5. Youth perspectives are important because younger generations bring new ideas, energy,
and demands for reform.

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.4
)
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1. Modernisation is the process of social and economic development, and it often leads to
demands for democratic governance.

2. Globalisation is the increasing interconnectedness of societies through trade,
communication, and cultural exchange, which influences political behaviour.

3. Civil rights movements are an example of social movements reflecting cultural shifts:

4. Continuity in political behaviour means the persistence of established practices,
traditions, and institutions over time.

5. An example of political change is the adoption of democratic reforms in modern
societies.

References and Attributions [Series 2]
o Figures, Plates, Tables, and Boxes

o Figure 2.1 Class and stratification in political behaviour: Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a diagramshowing class divisions and stratification influencing
political behaviour, with.arrows linking to voting and participation.” Suggested
search string: “open educational resource diagram class stratification politics
sociology.”

e Box 2.1 Examples of ethnicity and religion in politics: Al-generated using the
prompt “Create a text box listing examples of how ethnicity and religion influence
political behaviour.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource
ethnicity religion politics sociology.”

o Table 2.1 Gender and political participation: Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a table showing aspects of gender and their influence on political
participation.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource gender
political participation sociology.”

o ' Figure 2.2 Types of political culture and their influence on authority: Al-
generated using the prompt “Generate a diagram showing democratic,
authoritarian, and participatory political cultures with arrows linking to citizen
behaviour.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource diagram political
culture sociology.”

o Box 2.2 Examples of political ideologies: Al-generated using the prompt “Create a
text box listing examples of political ideologies with brief descriptions.”
Suggested search string: “open educational resource political ideologies
sociology.”

e Plate 2.1 Traditions and collective identity in political life: Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate an image of a national celebration showing flags, cultural
symbols, and people gathered together.” Suggested search string: “open
educational resource image traditions collective identity politics.”
o
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o Figure 2.3 Agents of political socialisation: Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a diagram showing family, school, and media as agents of political
socialisation influencing citizen engagement.” Suggested search string: “open
educational resource diagram agents of political socialisation sociology.”

e Box 2.3 Benefits of civic education: Al-generated using the prompt “Create a text
box listing benefits of civic education in political sociology.” Suggested s¢arch
string: “open educational resource civic education political awareness sociology.”

e Plate 2.2 Youth perspectives in political participation: Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate an image of young people participating in a civic protest or
digital activism.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource image
youth political participation sociology.”

o Figure 2.4 Modernisation and globalisation in political transformation: Al-
generated using the prompt “Generate a diagram showing modernisation and
globalisation influencing political behaviour, with.arrows linking to democracy,
cultural exchange, and political reform.” Suggested search string: “open
educational resource diagram modernisation globalisation politics sociology.”

e Box 2.4 Examples of social movements and culturalshifts: Al-generated using the
prompt “Create a text box listing examples of social movements and cultural
shifts in political sociology.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource
social movements cultural shifts politics sociology.”

o Table 2.2 Continuity and changein political behaviour: Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a table showing continuity and change in political behaviour
with examples.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource table
continuity change political behaviour sociology.”

e Course Content Attribution

o Extracted and adapted from SOC 305: Political Sociology (2 Units) course outline
provided in the attached document.

e Referencing Style

o References have been presented in a simplified institutional style suitable for
instructional materials. Al-generated illustrations are noted with prompts, while
suggested search strings point to potential open educational resources (OERs) for
sourcing or verification.

e Course code: SOC 305

e Course title: Political Sociology
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e Course credit load: 2

SERIES 3: Political Organisations, Parties, And
Ideologies

Series outline

Part 3.1 Political organisations and their functions
e 3.1.1 Definition and types of political organisations
e 3.1.2 Roles in governance and representation
e 3.1.3 Influence on policy-making
Part 3.2 Political parties and electoral systems
e 3.2.1 Formation and structure of political parties
e 3.2.2 Party systems (one-party, two-party, multi<party)
e 3.2.3 Electoral systems and their impact on party competition
Part 3.3 Political ideologies and belief systems
e 3.3.1 Liberalism, conservatism,socialism, and nationalism
e 3.3.2 Emerging ideologies (environmentalism, feminism, populism)
e 3.3.3 Ideologies as frameworks for political action
Part 3.4 Organisations, parties; and ideologies in practice
e 3.4.1 Case studies of political organisations and parties
e 3.4.2 Ideological influence on governance and policy
e 3.4.3 Challenges-and prospects for political organisations in contemporary society

Introduction

Political organisations, parties,and ideologies form the backbone of modern political life. They
provide structure to.governance, channels for citizen participation, and frameworks for
interpreting political issues. Without them, politics would lack organisation and direction, and
citizens would struggle to connect their values and interests to collective action. This Series is
therefore central to understanding how political sociology explains the organisation of power and
the mobilisation of people.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the knowledge and skills to analyse the role of
political organisations, evaluate the functions of parties and electoral systems, and assess the
influence of ideologies on governance and society.

We shall commence this Series by exploring political organisations, their definitions, types, and
functions in governance and representation. Next, we will examine political parties, their
structures, and the impact of different electoral systems on party competition. Following that, we
will study political ideologies, both classical and emerging, and how they serve as frameworks
for political action. Finally, we will wrap up by considering organisations, parties, and ideologies
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in practice, using case studies to highlight their influence on governance and the challenges they
face in contemporary society.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 3.1 define political organisations and analyse their functions in governance and
representation,

e SLO 3.2 explain the formation and structure of political parties and evaluate the impact
of different electoral systems on party competition,

e SLO 3.3 describe major political ideologies such as liberalism, conservatism, socialism,
and nationalism, and analyse emerging ideologies including environmentalism, feminism,
and populism,

e SLO 3.4 assess the practical influence of political organisations, parties, and ideologies
on governance and policy through case studies, and evaluate the challenges they face in
contemporary society.

3.1 Political Organisations And Their Functions

3.1.1 Definition and types of political organisations

Political organisations are structured groups that seek to influence or control political power,
often by mobilising citizens, shaping policies, or representing interests. They include political
parties, interest groups, trade unions, and advocacy organisations. Each type plays a distinct role
in connecting citizens to thepolitical system. For example, political parties contest elections,
while interest groups lobby for specific causes.

Fill in the blank: Political organisations are structured groups that seek to influence or control
power.

-
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Box 1.404: Political Organisations & Their Functions

Exploring the Roles of Groups in Shaping Politics

Political Parties

Interest Groups

Trade Unions

Advocacy Groups

* Nomiate Candidates
* Contest Elections
* Form Goverments
* Develop Platforms

* Lobbying

» Campaign Contrbution
* Research & Reports

* Grassoots Organizing

* Lobbying

* Workers’ Rights

* Resarch Advocacy
* Industrial Action

* Raise Awareness
* Public Campaigns
* Legal Challenges
» Community Engageme

\iE

Key Functions

Public Awareness
& Debate

Social & Economic
Advocacy

Voter Mobiisation
& Represetation

Policy Influence
& Legislation

* Drafting Bills
* Regulatory Changes
Judical Review

* Media Relations
« Petitions & Protests
Education Initiatives

* Get-Out-The-Vote
Constiitunty Work
Candidate Endorsonets

* Equity & Justice
* Labor Protections
Enviromental Causes

Overall Impact: This diagram illustrates the diverse landssapefal organisations and their fundamental
fundamental role sking politics and societ; society. These groups serve srrve a crucial internedates,
cittizen interests, chanlleling for specific causes, adivoctiang the pnficnetires for the policy process, a
dynamic t-making process. Understudng poitica system. Understaiding their is essential for analyzing
for analyzing atnalyzing power distribution and civic engagement.

OER Diagram
Political Organisations

Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:17:00 AM WAT" ;

Diagram showing types of political organisations (parties, interest groups, unions, advocacy
groups) Caption: Figure 3.1 Types of political organisations

3.1.2 Roles in governance and representation

Political organisations perform essential roles in governance and representation. They provide
channels for citizen participation, articulate interests, and hold leaders accountable. For instance,
political parties organise elections and form governments, while advocacy groups raise
awareness about social issues. These organisations also serve as intermediaries between citizens
and the state, ensuring that diverse voices are heard in policymaking.

Fill in the blank: Political organisations act as intermediaries between citizens and the

r;j
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Box 1.405: The Roles of Political

Organisations in Governance & Represetation
Bridding Citizens & the State, Shaping Public Policy

1. Governance Functions: 2. Representation Functions:
* Policy Formulation & Input * Articilating Interests & Demands
* Legislative Support & Oppostion * Mobilizing & Engaging Citizens
e Accaunability & Ovesright * Channel Public Opinion
* Political Stability & Order * Advoacy for Specific Groups
* Political Stability & Order * |epresstaring
» Service Delivery & Welfare * Candidate Selection & Election

Overall Impact:
This box highlights the vital functions political organisations itions perform in a democcacy, linking
democanys to the politicerm. They aggereate interests, provide mechasms for participation, and

participation, and iflunce polic-making, contributing both effective reprrestation. Undersading these roles
re:dertaniding these cruciial for analyzing how power power operates and how socis.aderess collective
challenges.

OER Text Box Roles of Political Organisations Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:16:00 AM WAT

Box 3.1: Roles of political organisations

3.1.3 Influence on policy-making

Political organisations influence policy-making by lobbying, campaigning, and shaping public
opinion. Lobbying refers to efforts by groups to persuade policymakers to adopt certain
positions. Campaigns organised by parties or advocacy groups can highlight issues and pressure
governments to act. Public opinion, shaped by organisations through media and outreach, often
determines which policies gain traction. The effectiveness of these organisations depends on
their resources, networks, and ability to mobilise support.

Fill in the blank: Lobbying refers to efforts by groups to persuade to adopt certain
positions.
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Box 1.406: Political Organisations
& Policy-Making
How Groups Shape Public Policy

1. Method of Influence 2. Description/Mechanism 3. Examples
* Lobbying * Direct access to lahinewlers * Corporate loblyists, environmental
groups
e Campaign Contributions * Financial support/voter
& Endorsments moblization * PACs, union endorstencts
* Protests & Demontrations * Public pressure/media * BLM marchess, NGO white papers
attention

* Protests & Demonstrations  * Evidence-based proposals * Think tank reports, NGO white papers

* Research & Policy Analysis  * Court injuction/aroposals * ACLU lawsvits, campaigns, ehman rights
litgation

Legal Challenges

* Public Awareness Campaigns ¢ Information dissenssation * Anti-smoking campaigns, human rights
campaigns

Overall Impact: This table explores the diverse methods political organizations employ to influence-
policy-making. They serve as crucial intrereridaties between ctizens and the state, advocating for

specifcs and the situclcating a governance. Understanding thee mechaissl for mechanisms is essenlysing
power dynmics and policy outomes ira democratic society.
a democratic society.

OER Table Political Org Policy-Making
Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:17:00 AM WAT

Table 3:1 Influence of political organisations on policy-making

Pilot questions 3.1

1.

2.

3.

What are political organisations, and what types exist?

How do political organisations act as intermediaries between citizens and the state?
Define lobbying in the context of political organisations.

Give one example of how political organisations influence policy-making.

List two roles of political organisations in governance.

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



3.2 Political Parties And Electoral Systems

3.2.1 Formation and structure of political parties

Political parties are organised groups of people who share common political goals and seek to
gain power through elections. They provide a platform for citizens to express their interests and
for leaders to mobilise support. The structure of political parties often includes leadership,
membership, and organisational units such as local branches. This structure ensures coordination
between grassroots supporters and national leadership.

Fill in the blank: Political parties are organised groups of people who share common political
and seek to gain power through elections.

Box 1.407: Structure a Political Party

Organising for Power & Representation

National Leadership
* Party Leader/Executive Committee

* National Chairporon
 Central Governing Body
National Party Organisation

* National Convention/Conference

* Party Secricatat/Staff F=a

* Policy Committees

Regional/State Party Constittunty/Local Branches
(eg. Grasssoots,
(eg, Committees, Chairs) ‘_ Guidance & Volunteers
Direction T
" Feedback &
Party Membership & Voters Mobilisation

* Registered Members

* Active Volunteers

* Electoral Base

Overall Impact: This diagram illustratts the typical hieorarpical and intterechereced

structure s of political party. It deronats how autority flows iaws down, whe leadership, whie
feedrerstios from groosstcors are cruciuls are crudual for the legitmatiy. Ur analyzing how
parties legitnanty. Undertading stucture is essential for aorties functies function, make

decisions, and connect with the eletrate.

OER Diagram Political Party Structure
Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:18:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing the structure of a political party (leadership, membership, local branches)
Caption: Figure 3.2 Structure of a political party

)
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3.2.2 Party systems (one-party, two-party, multi-party)

A party system refers to the way political parties interact and compete within a political
framework. In a one-party system, only one party dominates and controls governance, often
limiting competition. A two-party system features two dominant parties competing for power,
as seen in countries like the United States. A multi-party system allows several parties to
compete, often leading to coalition governments. Each system has strengths and weaknesses in
terms of representation, stability, and inclusivity.

Fill in the blank: A two-party system features two dominant parties competing for

Box 1.408: Comparative Party Systems in
Sociology: Exploring Different Models of
f Governance

1. Type of System 2. Key Features 3. Examples

* Two major parties dominate

¢ China (Commuuist Party)
Single ruling party domnates * Two majors dominate

Cuba (Commuist Party)

No significant oppostion allowed] *

Limited political choice
Strong centarlized control

Two-Party System
Multi-Party System

Alternation of power common
Minor parties have limited role
Broad-based colaitions

less commen

Multiple parties compete
Coalition goverments frequent
Broader goreemants of views
Broader repreestation of views
Political instability possible

* |hiba (Commuist Party
Unikgidom/Conservatives
Australia (Labor/Liberals)

* Germany (CDU)/States
(Democrats/Republics)
Labour/Conserans/FDP

India (B33/Congress/Regional Pgrties

Italy (Various)

Overall Impact: This table compares the main characteriistics and implications of
different party systems in modern politics. It highlights how these structures ectral
competilres shape electral competition, goverrment formations, and thevs an Jdndersation of

interests. Undersinding the dynamics systems is crucial for political stability, governance
governance effectuness, and democratic health in various countries.

OER Table Party Systems Socology

Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:19:00 AM WAT

Table 3.2 Comparison of party systems

-
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3.2.3 Electoral systems and their impact on party competition

Electoral systems are the rules that determine how votes are translated into seats in a legislature.
Common systems include first-past-the-post (FPTP), where the candidate with the most votes
wins, and proportional representation (PR), where seats are allocated based on the percentage
of votes received. Electoral systems shape party competition by influencing whether smaller
parties can gain representation or whether larger parties dominate. For example, FPTP often
favours two-party systems, while PR encourages multi-party competition.

Fill in the blank: In proportional representation, seats are allocated based on the of votes
received.

Box 1.405: Electoral Systems & Party

Compettion in Political Sociology:
How Rules Shape Represetation & Party Dynamics

1. Types of Elecrical Systems 2. Impact on Party Compettion

* Propostionlation (PR) * PR: Multi-partyism, coalition govts,

* Legislatival &s-Post (FFTI)
Mixed-Member Proportinal MVIP)
Single Transtable Vote

* broader majortiess, stajories,

limited minor parties

e MIMP: Balances domraties, hybri
system
Service Delivery & Welfare * Voter choice, intra-party compettion,

complex counting

Overall Impact:

This box highlights the vital functions political organisations .tions perform in a democcacy, linking
democanys to the politicerm. They aggtreate interests, provide mechasms for participation, and

participation, and iflunce polic-making, contributing both effective reprrestation. Undersading these roles
rerdertaniding these cruciial for analyzing how power power operates and how socis.aderess collective
challenges.

OER Text Box Electoral Systems Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:20:00 AM WAT

Box 3.2: Electoral systems and their impact
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Pilot questions 3.2
1. What is a political party, and how is it structured?

2. Define a party system and give one example.
3. What are the main differences between one-party, two-party, and multi-party systems?
4. Explain how electoral systems influence party competition.

5. Give one example of an electoral system and its impact on political representation.

3.3 Political Ideologies And Belief Systems

3.3.1 Liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and nationalism

Liberalism is a political ideology that emphasises individualrights, freedoms, and equality
before the law. Conservatism values tradition, social order, and gradual change rather than
radical reforms. Socialism advocates collective ownership of resources'and seeks to reduce
inequality through redistribution. Nationalism focuses on loyalty to one’s nation, often
prioritising national identity and sovereignty. These ideologies provide frameworks for citizens
and leaders to interpret political issuesand guide policy choices.

Fill in the blank: Socialism advocates collective ownership of resources and seeks to reduce
through redistribution.

-
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Box 1.406 @

Comparative Political Idelogies in Sociology
Exploring Core Belief Systems & Their Impact

’ 1. Ideology | 2. Key Features ‘ 3. Examples
Liberalism Individual rights & freedoms | Tradition & social order John Locke, FDR's New Deal,
Democracy & rule of law law Modern Democratic Parties
Conservatiam Limited government Respect for authority & Edmund Burke, Margaret Thacher,
equality & ality of opportunity | institutions Repubican Party (USA)
Conservaiam Emphasis & socal ardal Emphasis of personal Limiter eqaMig Model
institution responsibity, strong defense Democratic Socciaists
Socialism Collective ownnship/control | Karl Marx, Nordic Model, | Soverenity of Italy, § § Indian
Strong goverment role Community & cooperation | Indian Independence Movement
Nationalistm National identity & unity Patrbioit & loyalty Patriboit & loyalty

Overall Impact:
This table compares of the fundamental tentes of major political idologies, highltiging
their core piinciples and historial examples. It demonstats how to these belief ystems shape

discouse and politcc-making-nelking, and fiscoetatal values. Understading these crucial for
cruciulal for analyzing political behavior, party platforms, and global political
dynamics.

OER Table Political Idelogies Socology Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:21:00 AM WAT

Table 3:3 Classical political ideologies

3.3.2 Emerging ideologies (environmentalism, feminism, populism)

Environmentalism is an ideology that prioritises the protection of the environment and
sustainable development. Feminism advocates for gender equality and challenges structures that
perpetuate discrimination. Populism emphasises the role of ordinary people against perceived
elites, often mobilising mass support through appeals to common identity. These emerging
ideologies reflect contemporary concerns and highlight how political thought evolves to address
new challenges.

Fill in the blank: Feminism advocates for equality and challenges structures that
perpetuate discrimination.
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Box 1.407: Emerging Political Idologies in

Socology: New Beliefs Shaping the Future of Politics

Exploring Contemporary Thought & Societal Shifts

1. Emerging Idelogies 2. Brief Descriptions

* Ecologism (Green Politics) * Environmental sustainaibiity, social justice

« Digital Populism * Direc by techical experts, evidence-basehnent
» Technocrapy * Global citizcnehip, human rights over state

* Post-Nationalism * Overlaaping social identties & oppression

* Intersectional Feminisim « Data-driven decision making, information flow
 Dataism

Overall Impact:
This new on news idoologies reflect ustalt and share opentt and shape contimpoary political a
contemporary political landspapes.

OER Text Box Emerging Idelogies Socology Created: Tuesday, February 10,2066 at 1:22:00 AM WAT

Box 3.3: Emerging political ideologies

3.3.3 Ideologies as frameworks for political action

Political ideologies serve as frameworks that guide political action by providing principles and
values for decision-making. They influence party platforms, policy agendas, and citizen
mobilisation. For example, liberal parties may prioritise civil rights legislation, while socialist
parties may focus on welfare policies. Ideologies also shape debates about justice, equality, and
authority, helping societies to organise political life around shared beliefs.

Fill in the blank: Political ideologies serve as frameworks that guide action by providing
principles and values for decision-making.
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Box 1.408: Political Idelogies as Framewarks

How Belief Systems Shape Political Action

Political Idelogies

Influence * Beliefs & Values (eg), Influence
Conservatiam,

e Worldview
* Goals for Society

Party Platforms Citizen Mobilisation
 Candidate Selection  Voter Turnout

¢ Policy Proposals . * Protests & Advoacy

* Electrral Campaigns POII.CV .Agendas ¢ Social Movements
 Manifestos * Legislation » Community Organizing

e Legislation

¢ Public Spending

¢ Regulatory Framewarks
* Goverment Programs

Seek to Enact Respond to/Advocate for

Overall Impact: This diagram illusthow political Idelogies function as foudational frameworks, shaping the plottical
parties, the potical priorities of goverments, and the way tays cizeswititiv poitical system. Undertading these
influencces is essential for analyzing flothenrds analyzing political behavior, govenance, and societial change.

OER Diagram Political Idelogy Frameworks Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:23:00 AM W§

Diagram showing ideologies influencing party platforms, policies, and citizen mobilisation
Caption: Figure 3.3 Ideologies as frameworks for political action

Pilot:questions 3.3
1. Define liberalism and explain its key features.

2.. What does conservatism emphasise in political life?
3. How does socialism seek to reduce inequality?
4. Give one example of an emerging ideology and its focus.

5. Explain how ideologies serve as frameworks for political action.
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3.4 Organisations, Parties, And Ideologies In Practice

3.4.1 Case studies of political organisations and parties

Case studies provide concrete examples of how political organisations and parties operate in
real-world contexts. For instance, trade unions may influence labour laws through collective
bargaining, while political parties mobilise citizens during elections to secure representation.
Examining these cases helps us understand the strategies organisations use to achieve their goals
and the challenges they face in different political systems.

Fill in the blank: Case studies help us understand the strategies organisations use to achieve their
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Box 1.409: Case
Studies of Political

Organisations & Parties

Real-World Examples in Action

1. Political Party Case Studies: 2. Other Political Organisation
» African National Congress (ANC) - Sofutha: Cardies:
Anti-apaataheid movement, domiant party since 1994.

« Bharaittya Janata Party - IBJP: Hindu natiorliast, ¢ AARP (USA): Interest group for older
center-right, current govening party. lobbing & advocacy.

» Aminesty International: Global humants
NGO resarch & campains.

* Extinction Rebbelion (XR):
Environmental advoacy group, civil
disobisienve.

* Green Party of Germany
Sermany

Environmentalist, social justice focus,
colation govt member.

Overall Impact: These case studies illustire diverse forms forms and functions of political
organisations and parties globally snsting their influence oronence, policy, el change. They provide

tangille tangible examples of theotical concepts in political socology.

OER Text Box Political Case Studies

Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:24:00 AM WAT

Box 3.4: Case studies of political organisations and parties

3.4.2 |deoelogical'influence on governance and policy

Political ideologies shape governance and policy by providing guiding principles for decision-
making: For example, liberal ideologies may prioritise civil rights and freedoms, while socialist
ideologies emphasise welfare and redistribution. Nationalist ideologies often influence policies
on sovereignty and identity. By examining how ideologies translate into governance, we can see
how abstract ideas become concrete policies that affect citizens’ lives.

Fill in the blank: Nationalist ideologies often influence policies on sovereignty and
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Box 1.410: How Idelogies Influence Governance & Policy

Shaping Public Systems Through Belief Actiobs

1. Political Idelogy

2. Influence on
Governance

Policy Feample
Examples

Liberalism

* Conservisasm

Free speech, right protest
protest io to protest

Focus individual rights, freedorf

Limited state invervention
Democratic institutions

* Emphasis in tradition,
Strong national defense
stability

Tarffs sreech,
reduced redustiong
democtracy

* Conservasam « State control/regulation Lowers healthcare
of economy edundion, unity
* Sociciam « Social welfare, equality, * Military investment

* Traditional family values
Cultural pastation

* Natinolsam « Collective instability possible | ¢ Goverment Programs
Italy (Various)

souilsctud ownisship

Overall Impact: This table compares the main foudiral 1oudtional implications of
political party systems structem politics governancs and policy outcoms, shaping the the
competures shapes poliems the emversehip in angbruos taliten thas state oftvas political

in stsreng for elnalycar creemic gocshe an dit sfens apransiss the addreses challenges and
shallenages and socieitial change.

OER Table Part Idelogies Governance Policy Socology Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:25:00 AM WAT

Table 3:4 Ideological influence on governance and policy

3.4.3 Challengesand prospects for political organisations in contemporary society

Political organisations face challenges such as declining trust, digital disruption, and increasing
demands for transparency. At the same time, new opportunities arise through technology, global
networks, and civic engagement. Organisations must adapt to these changes to remain relevant
and effective. The prospects for political organisations depend on their ability to balance
tradition with innovation, ensuring they continue to represent citizens and influence governance
in meaningful ways.

Fill in the blank: The prospects for political organisations depend on their ability to balance
tradition with
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Box 1.411: Challenges & Prospects for Poltical Organisations:
Adapting for Future Relevance

1. Challenges 2. Prospects
* Declining Membership * Digital Engagement
* Loss of Trust/Polarisation * Policy Innovation
* Funding Difficulties ¢ Inclusive Plattforms
* Rapid Societal Change * Global Cooperation

Adaptation & Relevance

Increased Legitimaity Sustaised Influence
* Public Trust * Electrral Success
* Policy Impact * Social Change

Overall Impact: This diagram illustrates the critical challenges facing political organisations and the stratetion for
their evolutic It highlights how successfil dgation to new techastel shifts can lead inceased legimarity and sutecte in the

political landsape. Undertatics is essential, Unertarting for the future of deiture of democratic governance and civic
engagement.

OER Diagram Political Org Challenges Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:26:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing challenges (declining trust, digital disruption) and prospects (technology,
global networks, civie engagement) for political organisations Caption: Figure 3.4 Challenges
and prospects for political organisations

Pilot questions 3.4
1. ' Give one example of a case study of a political organisation or party.

2. How do ideologies influence governance and policy?

3. What policy focus is associated with socialism?

4. List two challenges facing political organisations today.

5. What factors determine the prospects of political organisations in contemporary society?
F)
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Series Summary

This Series has examined the role of political organisations, parties, and ideologies in shaping
political life and governance. We began by defining political organisations and exploring their
types, functions, and influence on policy-making. Then, we moved on to political parties;
considering their formation, structures, and the impact of different party and electoral systems on
competition and representation. Following that, we studied political ideologies, both classical
and emerging, and how they provide frameworks for political action. Finally, we'concluded with
practical applications, using case studies to highlight the influence of organisations, parties, and
ideologies on governance, as well as the challenges and prospects they face.in contemporary
society.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define political organisations and analyse
their functions (SLO 3.1), explain the structure of parties and evaluate electoral systems (SLO
3.2), describe and analyse political ideologies (SLO 3.3), and-assess their practical influence on
governance and policy through case studies (SLO 3.4). These outcomes provide you with a
comprehensive understanding of how organisations, parties, and ideologies interact to shape
political behaviour and decision-making in society

Glossary of Terms

e Advocacy groups: Organisations that promote specific causes or interests, often by
raising awareness and influencing public opinion.

o Conservatism: A political ideology that values tradition, social order, and gradual
change rather than radical reforms.

o Electoral systems: Rules that determine how votes are translated into seats in a
legislature, such as first-past-the-post or proportional representation.

o Environmentalism: An ideology that prioritises the protection of the environment and
sustainable development.

o Feminism: An ideology that advocates for gender equality and challenges structures that
perpetuate diserimination.

o Interest groups: Organisations that seek to influence policy decisions without contesting
elections, often through lobbying.

o Liberalism: A political ideology that emphasises individual rights, freedoms, and
equality before the law.

e Lobbying: Efforts by groups or organisations to persuade policymakers to adopt certain
positions or policies.

o Multi-party system: A party system where several political parties compete for power,
often resulting in coalition governments.
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o Nationalism: A political ideology that emphasises loyalty to one’s nation, prioritising
national identity and sovereignty.

o Party system: The way political parties interact and compete within a political
framework, such as one-party, two-party, or multi-party systems.

o Political organisations: Structured groups that seek to influence or control political
power, including parties, unions, and advocacy groups.

o Political parties: Organised groups of people who share common political goals and seek
to gain power through elections.

e Populism: An ideology that emphasises the role of ordinary people against perceived
elites, often mobilising mass support.

o Proportional representation (PR): An electoral system where seats are allocated based
on the percentage of votes received.

e Socialism: A political ideology that advocates collective ownership of resources and
seeks to reduce inequality through redistribution.

e Trade unions: Organisations that represent workers’ interests, often influencing labour
laws and policies through collective bargaining.

e Two-party system: A party system where two dominant parties compete for power,
often limiting representation of smaller parties.

Concept Check Questions [Series 3]
Objective questions

1. Political organisations are structured groups that seek to influence or control
power. (Linked to SLO3.1)

2. A two-party system features two dominant parties competing for . (Linked to SLO
3.2)

3. Socialism advocates collective ownership of resources and seeks to reduce
through redistribution. (Linked to SLO 3.3)

4. In proportional representation, seats are allocated based on the of votes received.
(Linked to SLO 3.2)

5. Nationalist ideologies often influence policies on sovereignty and . (Linked to
SLO 3.4)

Short-answer questions

6. Define political organisations and give one example. (Linked to SLO 3.1)

7. Explain the structure of a political party. (Linked to SLO 3.2)

8. Identify one strength and one weakness of a multi-party system. (Linked to SLO 3.2)
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9. Describe the key features of liberalism. (Linked to SLO 3.3)
10. Give one example of how political organisations influence policy-making. (Linked to
SLO 3.1)

Long-answer questions

11.

Analyse the differences between liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and nationalism,

highlighting how each ideology influences political behaviour. (Linked to SLO 3.3)

12.

Evaluate the challenges and prospects facing political organisations in contemporary

society, using case studies to support your answer. (Linked to SLO 3.4)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3]

Objective questions

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Political power
Power
Inequality
Percentage

National identity

Short-answer questions

6.

Political organisations are structured groups that seek to influence or control political

power. Example: trade unions.

7.

A political party is struetured with leadership, membership, and local branches, ensuring

coordination between grasstoots supporters.and national leadership.

8.

Strength: inclusivity and representation of diverse interests. Weakness: potential

instability due to coalition governments.

9.

10.

Liberalism emphasises. individual rights, freedoms, and equality before the law.

Example: interest groups lobbying legislators to influence policy decisions.

Long-answer questions

11.

Basic response: Liberalism emphasises individual rights and freedoms, conservatism

values tradition and gradual change, socialism advocates collective ownership and redistribution,
and nationalism prioritises loyalty to the nation. Each ideology influences political behaviour by
shaping party platforms and policy agendas. Value-added response: Beyond these basics,
liberalism often drives civil rights reforms, conservatism supports stability and continuity,
socialism challenges inequality through welfare policies, and nationalism mobilises identity
politics. Together, these ideologies highlight the diversity of political thought and its impact on
governance across societies.

12.

Basic response: Political organisations face challenges such as declining trust and digital

disruption, but prospects include opportunities through technology and civic engagement. Case
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studies show how trade unions, parties, and advocacy groups adapt to remain relevant. Value-
added response: In addition, organisations must navigate globalisation, rising populism, and
demands for transparency. Case studies of digital activism and coalition politics demonstrate
both the resilience and vulnerability of organisations. Their future depends on balancing tradition
with innovation to maintain legitimacy and influence in governance.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]
Answers to Pilot Questions 3.1

1. Political organisations are structured groups that seek to influence or control pelitical
power, such as parties, unions, and advocacy groups.

2. They act as intermediaries by linking citizens to the state and ensuring diverse voices are
represented in policymaking.

3. Lobbying is the effort by groups to persuade policymakers to adopt certain positions.
4. Example: interest groups lobbying legislators to influence policy decisions.

5. Roles include mobilising citizens, articulating interests, holding leaders accountable, and
influencing policy.

Answers to Pilot Questions 3.2

1. A political party is an organised group with leadership, membership, and local branches,
structured to contest elections and gain power.

2. A party system refers to how parties interact and compete within a political framework.
Example: a two-party system in the United States.

3. One-party systems limit competition, two-party systems encourage stability, and multi-
party systems promote inclusivity but may lead to coalition governments.

4. Electoral systems influence competition by determining how votes translate into seats,
shaping whether smaller parties can gain representation.

5./ Example: proportional representation allows smaller parties to gain seats based on vote
share.

Answers to Pilot Questions 3.3
1. Liberalism emphasises individual rights, freedoms, and equality before the law.
2.. Conservatism emphasises tradition, social order, and gradual change.
3. Socialism seeks to reduce inequality through collective ownership and redistribution.
4. Example: feminism, which advocates for gender equality.

5. Ideologies guide political action by shaping party platforms, policy agendas, and citizen
mobilisation.
P
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Answers to Pilot Questions 3.4
1. Example: trade unions influencing labour laws through collective bargaining.

2. Ideologies influence governance by shaping policy priorities, such as liberalism focusing
on civil rights or socialism on welfare.

3. Socialism is associated with welfare and redistribution policies.
4. Challenges include declining trust in institutions and digital disruption.

5. Prospects depend on organisations’ ability to balance tradition with innovation and adapt
to new demands.

References and Attributions [Series 3]
o Figures, Plates, Tables, and Boxes

o Figure 3.1 Types of political organisations: Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a diagram showing political erganisations such as parties, interest
groups, unions, and advocacy groups, with arrows linking to their functions.”
Suggested search string: “open educational resource diagram types of political
organisations sociology.”

e Box 3.1 Roles of political organisations: Al-generated using the prompt “Create a
text box listing the roles-of political organisations in governance and
representation.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource roles of
political organisations sociology.”

o Table 3.1 Influence of political organisations on policy-making: Al-generated
using the prompt “Generate a table showing methods of political organisations
influencing policy-making with examples.” Suggested search string: “open
educational resource table political organisations policy-making sociology.”

o _Figure 3.2 Structure of a political party: Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a diagram showing the structure of a political party with leadership,
membership, and local branches connected.” Suggested search string: “open
educational resource diagram political party structure sociology.”

o Table 3.2 Comparison of party systems: Al-generated using the prompt “Generate
a table comparing one-party, two-party, and multi-party systems with features and
examples.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource table party
systems sociology politics.”

e Box 3.2 Electoral systems and their impact: Al-generated using the prompt
“Create a text box listing electoral systems and their impact on party
competition.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource electoral
systems party competition sociology.”

)
L S
LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



e Table 3.3 Classical political ideologies: Al-generated using the prompt “Generate
a table comparing liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and nationalism with key
features and examples.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource table
political ideologies sociology.”

e Box 3.3 Emerging political ideologies: Al-generated using the prompt “Create a
text box listing emerging political ideologies with brief descriptions.” Suggested
search string: “open educational resource emerging political ideologies
sociology.”

o Figure 3.3 Ideologies as frameworks for political action: Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a diagram showing political ideologies influencing party
platforms, policy agendas, and citizen mobilisation.” Suggested search string:
“open educational resource diagram political ideologies frameworks sociology.”

e Box 3.4 Case studies of political organisations and parties: Al-generated using
the prompt “Create a text box listing case studiesof political organisations and
parties with brief descriptions.” Suggested search string: “open educational
resource case studies political organisations parties sociology.”

e Table 3.4 Ideological influence on governance and policy: Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a table showing how different ideologies influence governance
and policy.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource table ideologies
governance policy sociology.”

o Figure 3.4 Challenges and prospects for political organisations: Al-generated
using the prompt “Generate a diagram showing challenges and prospects for
political organisations, with arrows linking to adaptation and relevance.”
Suggested search string: “open educational resource diagram challenges prospects
political organisations sociology.”

e Course Content Attribution

» Extracted and adapted from SOC 305: Political Sociology (2 Units) course outline
provided in the attached document.

o Referencing Style

o References are presented in a simplified institutional style suitable for
instructional materials. Al-generated illustrations are noted with prompts, while
suggested search strings point to potential open educational resources (OERs) for
sourcing or verification.

e Course code: SOC 305

e Course title: Political Sociology
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e Course credit load: 2

SERIES 4: Electoral Crimes, Mass Movements, And
Political Change

Series outline

Part 4.1 Electoral crimes and their implications
e 4.1.1 Definition and types of electoral crimes
e 4.1.2 Causes and consequences of electoral crimes
e 4.1.3 Strategies for prevention and control
Part 4.2 Mass movements and political participation
e 4.2.1 Nature and characteristics of mass movements
e 4.2.2 Role of mass movements in political participation
e 4.2.3 Case studies of significant mass movements
Part 4.3 Political change and transformation
e 4.3.1 Theories of political change
e 4.3.2 Drivers of political transformation (economic, social, cultural)
e 4.3.3 Continuity and change in political systems
Part 4.4 Contemporary challenges and prospects
e 4.4.1 Electoral integrity in the digital age
e 4.4.2 Globalisation and transnational movements
e 4.4.3 Prospects for democratic consolidation

Introduction

Electoral crimes, mass movements, and political change are central themes in political sociology
because they reveal both the vulnerabilities and the transformative potential of political systems.
Electoral crimes undermine democratic integrity, mass movements demonstrate the power of
collective action; and political change highlights how societies evolve in response to internal and
external pressures. Understanding these dynamics helps us to appreciate the challenges of
governance and the prospects for reform.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the knowledge to identify and analyse electoral
crimes, explain the role of mass movements in political participation, and evaluate the processes
and drivers of political change in contemporary society.

We shall commence this Series by examining electoral crimes, their definitions, types, causes,
and strategies for prevention. Next, we will explore mass movements, considering their nature,
characteristics, and role in political participation, supported by case studies. Following that, we

-

Do)

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



will study political change and transformation, focusing on theories and drivers such as
economic, social, and cultural factors. Finally, we will wrap up by addressing contemporary
challenges and prospects, including electoral integrity in the digital age, globalisation, and the
future of democratic consolidation.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
e SLO 4.1 define electoral crimes and categorise their types,
e SLO 4.2 analyse the causes and consequences of electoral crimes,
e SLO 4.3 evaluate strategies for preventing and controlling electoral crimes,
e SLO 4.4 describe the nature and characteristics of mass movements,
e SLO 4.5 explain the role of mass movements in political participation,
e SLO 4.6 assess case studies of significant mass movements and their impact,
e SLO 4.7 outline major theories of political'change,

e SLO 4.8 examine the drivers of political transformation, including economic, social, and
cultural factors,

e SLO 4.9 analyse continuity and change in political systems,
e SLO 4.10 evaluate contemporary challenges to electoral integrity in the digital age,

e SLO 4.11 discuss the influence of globalisation and transnational movements on political
change, and

e SLO 4.12 assess prospects for democratic consolidation in contemporary societies.

4.1 Electoral Crim@s And Their Implications
4.1.1 Definition and types of electoral crimes

Electoral crimes are unlawful acts committed during the electoral process that undermine
fairness, transparency, and legitimacy. They include offences such as vote buying, ballot
stuffing, intimidation of voters, falsification of results, and misuse of state resources. These
crimes distort the democratic process and weaken public trust in institutions.

Fill in'the blank: Electoral crimes are unlawful acts committed during the process that
undermine fairness and legitimacy.
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Box 1.412: Electroal Crimes & Violations:

Unduriming Democratic Processes

Types of Electrral Offences & Their Impact

Direct Manipulation of Votes
« Vote Buying/Selling
« Ballot Stuffing

Coeerion & Intimmation
« Voter Harrassent
* Threats of Violence

* Impersonation « Disrupting Rallies
 Forgry * Media Censcrship

Electroal Crimes

Falsification of Results Abuse & Power/Resources
« Alterng Tallies * Misuse of State Funds

* Tampering with Machines * Biased Media Coverage

* Misreporting Results * Use Gov. Vehicles

* Destroying Ballots * Patronage Appoirtments

Overall Impact
This diagram illustrates various types of electoral crimes that uncbemine integrity of democratic elections. It highlights
highlights how practices can distrot public trust, and lead, and lead dlllegitamite governance. Understading thes cruciul for
promoting electrral reform, ensuring fair competition, and strenthening democratic instiutions globally.

OER Diagram Electral Crimes Sociology Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:27:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing types of electoral crimes (vote buying, ballot stuffing, intimidation,
falsification, misuse of resources) Caption: Figure 4.1 Types of electoral crimes

4.1.2 Causes and consequences of electoral crimes

Electoral crimes often arise from weak institutions, lack of enforcement, poverty, and political
desperation. For example, vote buying may occur where citizens face economic hardship, while
ballot stuffing may result from poor oversight. The consequences include erosion of democratic
legitimacy, disenfranchisement of voters, and political instability. In extreme cases, electoral
crimes can trigger violence or long-term distrust in governance.

Fill in the blank: Electoral crimes can trigger violence or long-term in governance.
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Box 1.413: Electoral Crimes: Causes &

Conseluences
Understanding the Roots & Reperurstions of Undermining Democracy

1. Causes of Electoral Crimes: 2. Consequnces of Electrmes:

Loss Public Trust
Politcal Instability & Conflict
Undunined Legitimaicy

Weak Rule of Law & Institutions

Lack Political Financing Transparency

High Stakes & Polarzation

Poverty & Ineuality Decreased Voter Participation

Limited Citizen Oversight

Corrupton & Lack of Accountiiblity Erostion of Democratic Values

Impeded Good Governance

Overall Impact:
This text box outlines the fundamental causes that facilittae electtral crimes and their prafund epeccisns

on democcratis. Understading these is essental for developins to promote elzatigies to protect citizen
rights, and bre build robust, trawsturithy governance systems globally.

OER Text Box Electral Crimes Socology Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:28:00 AM WAT
Box 4.1: Causes and consequences of electoral crimes

4.1.3 Strategies for prevention and control

Preventing electoral crimes requires strong legal frameworks, independent electoral
commissions, civic education, and effective monitoring. Civic education refers to programmes
that inform citizens about their rights and responsibilities, helping them resist manipulation.
International observers and civil society organisations also play a role in monitoring elections
and reporting irregularities. Technology, such as biometric voter registration, can reduce fraud
and improve transparency.

Fill in the blank: Civic education refers to programmes that inform citizens about their
and responsibilities.
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Box 1.414: Preventing Electrral Crimes:
Strategies for Uplhoding Democratic Integrity

1. Strategy Description/Mechanism 3 Examples

Electrral Reforms Independent election bodies, updated laws, Transparent voter registration,
tech use electronic voving machines

Monitoring & Observation | Domestic & international observers, UN missions, local NGO observet
citizen patrols groups

Civic Education Voter awareness campaigns, ethical voting Penalles for violation,
promotion | efforts

Sanctions & Enforement | School programs, public service anoowtion of | Proscution of donations,
annotucants spending limits

Sanctions & Enforcement | proscution of offenders, disqualifications

Political Finance Reg. Disclosure requirements, campaign finance caps | campaign finance caps

disqualifification of candidates

Overall Impact: This table outines practical strategies for combating electral crimes, enhaning
the farness and crediedidilly of democratic elections. Implementang these measures requires
colalboration among govermmesnnts among goverments, and civelity,and intemational bodis ¢o to
foster a culturet for respect norms then the of rof rule the law. It is crucial for strenghening trust
the electral electrral process and ensuring legitiimate represectation.

OER Table Prevention Electoral Crimes

Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:29:00 AM WAT
Socology

Table 4:1 Strategies forpreventing electoral crimes

Pilot questions 4.1
1. What are electoral crimes, and give two examples.

2. Identify two causes of electoral crimes.
3. What are two consequences of electoral crimes?
4. Define civic education in the context of electoral crime prevention.

5. List two strategies for preventing electoral crimes.
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4.2 Mass Movements And Political Participation
4.2.1 Nature and characteristics of mass movements

Mass movements are collective actions by large groups of people who mobilise around shared
goals, often seeking social or political change. They are characterised by widespread
participation, strong emotional appeal, and a sense of solidarity among members. Mass
movements may be peaceful, such as civil rights campaigns, or confrontational, such as protests
against authoritarian regimes. Their strength lies in numbers and the ability to draw attention to
issues that might otherwise be ignored.

Fill in the blank: Mass movements are collective actions by large groups of people who mobilise
around shared
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Box 1.414: Preventing Electrral Crimes:
Strategies for Uplhoding Democratic Integrity

1. Strategy Description/Mechanism 3 Examples

Electrral Reforms Independent election bodies, updated laws, Transparent voter registration,
tech use electronic voving machines

Monitoring & Observation | Domestic & international observers, UN missions, local NGO observet
citizen patrols groups

Civic Education Voter awareness campaigns, ethical voting Penalles for violation,
promotion | efforts

Sanctions & Enforement | School programs, public service anoowtion of | Proscution of donations,
annotucants spending limits

Sanctions & Enforcement | proscution of offenders, disqualifications

Political Finance Reg. Disclosure requirements, campaign finance caps | campaign finance caps

disqualifification of candidates

Overall Impact: This table outines practical strategies for combating electral crimes, enhaning
the farness and crediedidilly of democratic elections. Implementang these measures requires
colalboration among govermmesnnts among goverments, and civelity,and intemational bodis ¢o to
foster a culturet for respect norms then the of rof rule the law. It is crucial for strenghening trust
the electral electrral process and ensuring legitiimate represectation.

OER Table Prevention Electoral Crimes

Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:29:00 AM WAT
Socology

Diagram showing characteristics of mass movements (participation, emotional appeal, solidarity,
mobilisation) Caption: Figure 4.2 Characteristics of mass movements

4.2.2 Role of mass movements in political participation

Mass movements play a vital role in expanding political participation by giving voice to
marginalised groups and challenging established power structures. They often act as catalysts for
reforms, influencing public opinion and pressuring governments to respond. For example,
women’s suffrage movements expanded voting rights, while anti-colonial movements led to
independence in many countries. By mobilising citizens, mass movements strengthen democracy
and ensure broader representation.

Fill in the blank: Women’s suffrage movements expanded rights in many societies.
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Box 1.415: Roles of Mass Movements in Political Partipati
Mobilizing Citizens & Driving Societal Change

1. Key Roles:
¢ Agenda Setting & Public Awareness
¢ Voice for Margilaliazed
Groups
¢ Chalieging Authority &
Policy Change
¢ Chaleging Political & Policy Change

* Promoting Political Socialization

¢ Monitoring & Accaanaibility

. Examples & Impact

Civil Rights Movement (e., desegrglratiﬁ

Environmentalism (e.., policy
volicy shifts)
Women'’s Suffrage (e.., voting’ rights

Labor Movements (e., workers’ rights)

Pro-Democracy Movements (e..,
regine chants (e.., regime change)

LGBTQ+ Rights recogninge)

Overall Impact:

This text box highlights the crucial functiions of mass movements in democraic poltics.
They provide avenes arenies for citzen engaement, amplfy diversure for political acial reform.

Understading their dynamics s their dynamics is essential for analyzing proceses of political
change, power distribution, and the and the evolution of civil society globaly.

OER Text Box Mass Movements Socology

Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:30:00 AM WAT

Box 4.2: Roles of massimovements in political participation

4.2.3 Case studies of significant mass movements

Case studies illustrate how mass movements have shaped political history. The Civil Rights

Movement in the United States fought against racial segregation and achieved landmark
legislation. The Arab Spring mobilised citizens across several countries to demand democratic
reforms. The Anti-Apartheid Movement in South Africa challenged racial oppression and led
to systemic change. These examples show that mass movements can succeed in transforming

societies, though they often face resistance and setbacks.
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Fill in the blank: The Anti-Apartheid Movement in South Africa challenged racial and
led to systemic change.

Box 1.416: Case Studies of Mass Movements

Focus & Outcomes of Social & Political Change

1. Movement 2. Focus/Goals | 3. Key Outcomes
* Civil Rights Movement (USA ¢ Ending Racial Segeration & » Desegreration Legistation;
Discrimination; Voting Rights Discrimiation; Racial Equality, Voting Rights Act 1965;
Democratic Rule Increased Black Political
Participation
¢ Anti-Apartaheid Movement ¢ Environmental Protection; Climate | ® Release Nelson Mandela;
on of Africha Climate Action, Sustainable End of Agreement, Mutarcial
(Global) Policies Multracial Demime Parties
* Arab Spring Uprisings (Middle * Democracy, Human Rights, Econm| « Regime Changes (Tunisia, Egypt):
(Middle East/North Africa) Justice, Regime Change Civil Wars; Political Reforms;
Increased Freedoms

Overall Impact:
This table examines several case caites of mass movements, highltiging their die and sadatal and of
politcal they incited. These exampls the power of coiltaction in shaping poliicy, democtic devi.develolpment, and

hartitn human rights globilly. Undertanding theis their dynamics thite crucial for analyzing modern politcal
landscapes and citzen engament.

OER Table Mass Movements Socology
Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:31:00 AM WAT

Table 4.2 Case studies of significant mass movements

Pilot questions 4.2
1.. What are mass movements, and what are their main characteristics?

2. How do mass movements expand political participation?
3. Give one example of a reform achieved through mass movements.

4. Identify one role of mass movements in strengthening democracy.
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5. Mention one case study of a mass movement and its outcome.

4.3 Political Change And Transformation
4.3.1 Theories of political change

Political change refers to shifts in governance structures, policies, or leadership within a society.
Several theories explain how and why such changes occur. For example, modernisation theory
suggests that economic development leads to democratic reforms, while conflict theory
emphasises struggles between groups as drivers of change. Institutional theory highlights the
role of established rules and organisations in shaping political transformation. These theories
provide frameworks for analysing both gradual reforms and sudden upheavals.

Fill in the blank: Modernisation theory suggests that economic development leads to
reforms.

-
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Box 1.417: Theories Political Change in Sociology: OER
uatity: Explaining Transformationes & Transitions

t

i | Theory 2. Key ldeas 3. Examples

Modernzation Theory Economic development leads to democacy; Post-WWI Western Europe,
linear progression, funcution, East Asian 'Tiger' economies
functional differetation

Dependency Treory Global South depenance on Global Latin Amercan counties, pos
North th exchange, unuizal nations cobwelopment, core-perrery

Conflict Theory Class struggle, power imbances drive change; Marxit revolutions, social

revolution, social moveents, elite resistance, Spring

Political Process Theory

Political opportunties, mobilling structures,
and collective action

Political opportunities, mobilling
framing, aurtin, LGBTQ+ Movement,

Environmentent, LGQ+ rights
Spring

organizational routines,
movement

New Institutionalism

Institutions shape lehavior; path
depenizance, inremtal change

European Union evolution,
UN security reforms

Overall Impact:

This table compiars major socieloical theories of politiores of hihgliiting their core core concepts,
mechanisms, and historical case ase studies. Undersanding these thetoetical framwirks for essential the

processes of political evolutioal, evoltical evolution, and social transformation across diffent sociities and
time periods.

OER Table Political Change Theories Sociology

Table 4.3 Theories of political change

4.3.2 Drivers of political transformation (economic, social, cultural)

Political transformation is influenced by multiple drivers. Economic factors such as
industrialisation or inequality can push societies towards reform. Social factors include
demographic shifts, education, and civic engagement. Cultural factors involve values,
traditions, and identity, which shape how citizens respond to change. These drivers often
interact, creating complex pathways of transformation. For instance, economic hardship may fuel
social unrest, while cultural identity movements may demand recognition and autonomy.

Fill in the blank: Economic hardship may fuel social

r;j

, leading to demands for reform.

Created: Tuesday, February 10,2066 at 1:32:00 AM WAT
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Box 1.418: Drivers of Political Transformation in Sociology
Economic, Social & Cultural Forces Shaping Change

Economic Drivers Social Drivers
» Economic Growth/Stagation * Demograhic Shifts
* Income Ineqality » Social Stratifation
* Technological Change * Urbanization

Political
Transformation
Cultural Drivers Cultural Drivers

* Values & Beliefs * Identity & Beloghing
* |dentity & Beloghing * Media & Information Flow

Overall Impact: This diagram illustrats the interenected economic, social, and cultural forces
that driveeal transfomation. These factors intarct intaract dynamily, shaping political
systems, ins, institutions and public policy. Understanding Underts complex relationships

for rationships is essential for analyzing societal change, policy developmen and political
evolution in various contexts.

OER Diagram Politial Transformation Drivers Socology Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:33:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing drivets of political transformation (economic, social, cultural) and their
interactions Caption: Figure 4.3 Drivers of political transformation

4.3.3 Continuity and change in political systems

Political systems often balance continuity with change. Continuity ensures stability through
institutions, traditions, and established practices, while change introduces reforms or new
leadership. For example, constitutional frameworks provide continuity, but amendments allow
adaptation. Democracies may experience peaceful transitions of power, while authoritarian
regimes may resist change until crises force transformation. Understanding this balance helps
explain why some societies evolve gradually while others undergo abrupt shifts.

Fill in the blank: Constitutional frameworks provide continuity, but allow adaptation.
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Box 1.419: Continuity & Change in Political Systems @

Understanding Stability & Evolution in Governance

1. Continuity in Political Systems: 2. Change in Political Systems:

« Institutional Resilience « Revolutions/Proests (e..
(US Consitution (Arab Spring
« Idololigal Persistence (e., Voting Rights
Soclosiam in Scandinivia) « Electral Reforms (e..
Pollicy Shifts (e..
» Power Structures (e., Elites in Russia » Healthcare Reform
Reform
« Bureauratic Stability (e.. Civil Service) « Technologial Events (e., Cold War end)
« Cultural Norms  Social Movements (. (e.. Digital Govt)
(e.. Monorachy in UK) (e.. Women's Suffrage)

Overall Impact:

This box examines how political systems balance stability with evoluttion. It
highllights enduring elements lainde forces for transformation. Understandny
terby of continuity ad chad crucual for analyzing for analyzing political

developments and predting future trajectioriies in diverse global contexts.

OER Text Box Continuity Change Political Systems Socology
Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:34:00 AM WAT

Box 4.3: Continuity and change in political systems

Pilot questions 4.3
1. Define political change and name one theory that explains it.

2. What does modernisation theory suggest about development and democracy?
3. Identify one economic, one social, and one cultural driver of political transformation.
4. How do constitutional frameworks balance continuity and change?

5. Give one example of continuity and one example of change in political systems.

£
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4.4 Contemporary Challenges And Prospects
4.4.1 Electoral integrity in the digital age

Electoral integrity refers to the credibility and fairness of electoral processes. In the digital age,
integrity faces new challenges such as cyberattacks, misinformation campaigns, and
manipulation through social media. At the same time, technology offers opportunities for
transparency, including biometric voter registration and electronic monitoring. Balancing risks
and benefits is essential to ensure that digital tools strengthen rather than weaken democracy.

Fill in the blank: Electoral integrity refers to the credibility and of electoral processes.

Box 1.420: Eleltioral Integrity: Age Digital Age: @

How Technology Shapes Democratic Processes

1. Challenges 2. Opportunities

« Cyberatacks * Biomeriic Voter
« Cesiliems Registration
: z S » Electronic Tabuims &
» Misnfornation Campaigns { Audits
» Social Media Manipulation Electroal o) 5
) . — L | < Electronic Voing/Tabulation

i Integrity * Real-time Monitoring &
» Voter Data Breaches } \ « Digital Literacy Initiatives
« Algoristhic Bis » Open Data & Transparancy

(e.. Digital Govt)

Overall Impact:

This box examines how political systems balance stability with evoluttion. It
highlites how doitim anstrolenty demous secut and and riske is the farness
farness and crediibillitss globally. Understading thess policyakers and with to

uphilod depture values in evolving global landsape.

OER Diagram Continuity Change Political Systems Socology
Created: Tuesday, February 10, 2066 at 1:35:00 AM WAT

Diagram showing challenges and opportunities for electoral integrity in the digital age Caption:
Figure 4.4 Electoral integrity in the digital age

£
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4.4.2 Globalisation and transnational movements

Globalisation is the increasing interconnectedness of societies through economic, cultural, and
political exchanges. It has given rise to transnational movements, which are collective actions
that cross national boundaries, such as climate activism or human rights campaigns. These
movements influence domestic politics by pressuring governments to adopt international
standards and by mobilising global solidarity. While globalisation strengthens cooperation, it
also raises concerns about sovereignty and local autonomy.

Fill in the blank: Transnational movements are collective actions that cross boundaries.

Box 1.421: Transtnational Movements in

Sociology: Collective Action Beyond Borders
Real-World Examples & Impact

1. Movement 2. Brief Description/Focus
* Environmentism (e.g. Greenpace * Climate action & sustainability
* Human Rights (e.g. Amtiesty International * Protecion of universal rights

e Women'’s Rights (eg.Global Fund for Women)| ¢ Gender equality & empowement
e Labor Soldarity (eg. International Trade Unionfs) ® Workers’ rights & global justice

* Pro-Democracy (e.g. Avaaz) * Digital advotacy & mobilisaton

Overall Impact: This box explores diverse transiational movements that mobalize indivduals and
groups accross norders for shared tnared politcal, social, and envriontental goals. Their networks

campains demontz denentate of conternetorexcceneary global issues and the pose he power of

colletive action to effect global change.

OER Text Box Transtantional Movements Socology
Created: Tuesday, February 10,20666 at 1:36:00 AM WAT

Box 4.4: Examples of transnational movements

£
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4.4.3 Prospects for democratic consolidation

Democratic consolidation refers to the process by which democracy becomes stable, resilient,
and widely accepted in society. Prospects for consolidation depend on factors such as strong
institutions, respect for rule of law, civic engagement, and effective governance. Challenges
include corruption, weak institutions, and polarisation. However, opportunities exist through
reforms, education, and global support for democratic practices. Consolidation ensures that
democracy is not only established but also sustained over time.

Fill in the blank: Democratic consolidation refers to the process by which democracy becomes
, resilient, and widely accepted.

-
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Box 1.422: Democratic Consoldation in @
Sociology : Factors Shaping Enduring Governance

Understanding of the Pillars of Stable Democracy

1. Factor | 2. Positive Aspects | 3. Negative Aspects
Economic Reduces poverty, expands Ineqialite, corruption, resource
Development mldc_ile class, funds public curses
services
Political Culture Trust, tolerance, Rusk, institutions, corrwdent
participation, judicary, checks & acountaitic
democratin legacies balnces
Institutional Strength | Montoring, advoacy, Weak election obseration, lack o
i i auhorratic values lack of acountablity
Civil Society
Fragmented civil society, Interference, conditionality,
citzen engagement diplomtic of genuine
International Support | state control, limited reach comnttment

Overall Impact:
This table outlines the key factors influening the long-term and qtaliity of democras. It
demoraties. It highlights complex-interlwen economic, and political forces in strengthing or

weakng econtic instutions. Understading thesie dynamics is essential al theis dynamics for
democratic transitions and develolping strategies to promote of enduring goverance
globaly.

OER Table Democratic Consolilation Socology Created: Februzry0, 2066 at 1:37:00 AM WAT

Table 4:4 Prospects for.democratic consolidation

Pilot questions 4.4
1. What is electoral integrity, and what challenges does it face in the digital age?

2. Define globalisation and explain how it relates to transnational movements.
3. Give one example of a transnational movement.
4. What does democratic consolidation mean?

5. Identify one factor that strengthens democratic consolidation and one that challenges it.

£
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Series Summary

This Series has explored electoral crimes, mass movements, and political change, highlighting
their significance for democratic governance and social transformation. We began by defining
electoral crimes, examining their causes, consequences, and strategies for prevention. Then, we
turned to mass movements, considering their characteristics, roles in expanding political
participation, and case studies that illustrate their impact. Following that, we studied political
change, focusing on theories, drivers, and the balance between continuity and reform in political
systems. Finally, we addressed contemporary challenges and prospects, including electoral
integrity in the digital age, globalisation, and democratic consolidation.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define and categorise electoral crimes
(SLO 4.1), analyse their causes and consequences (SLO 4.2), and evaluate strategies for
prevention (SLO 4.3). You can also describe the nature of mass movements (SLO 4.4), explain
their role in participation (SLO 4.5), and assess case studies (SLO 4.6). Furthermore, you should
be able to outline theories of political change (SLO 4.7), examine its drivers (SLO 4.8), and
analyse continuity and change in systems (SLO 4.9). Finally, you can evaluate electoral integrity
challenges (SLO 4.10), discuss globalisation and transnational movements (SLO 4.11), and
assess prospects for democratic consolidation (SLO 4.12). Theseoutcomes provide you with a
comprehensive understanding of how electoral processes, collective action, and political
transformation interact to shape governance today.

Glossary of Terms
o Civic education: Programmes that inform citizens about their rights and responsibilities,
helping them to participate effectively and resist manipulation during elections.

o Conflict theory: A theory of political change that emphasises struggles between groups,
such as classes or social factions, as drivers of transformation.

o Democratic consolidation: The process by which democracy becomes stable, resilient,
and widely accepted in society.

o Electoral crimes: Unlawful acts committed during the electoral process that undermine
fairness, transparency, and legitimacy, such as vote buying or ballot stuffing.

o Electoralintegrity: The credibility and fairness of electoral processes, ensuring that
elections are conducted transparently and legitimately.

e Globalisation: The increasing interconnectedness of societies through economic,
cultural, and political exchanges.

o Institutional theory: A theory of political change that highlights the role of established
rules and organisations in shaping political outcomes.

e« Mass movements: Collective actions by large groups of people mobilising around shared
goals, often seeking social or political change.

o Modernisation theory: A theory of political change suggesting that economic
development leads to democratic reforms.
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o Political change: Shifts in governance structures, policies, or leadership within a society.

o Political transformation: The process of significant change in political systems, driven
by economic, social, or cultural factors.

o Transnational movements: Collective actions that cross national boundaries, such as
climate activism or human rights campaigns.

Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
Objective questions

1. Electoral crimes are unlawful acts committed during the process that undermine
fairness and legitimacy. (Linked to SLO 4.1)

2. Modernisation theory suggests that economic development leads to reforms.
(Linked to SLO 4.7)

3. Transnational movements are collective actions that cross boundaries. (Linked to
SLO 4.11)

4. Democratic consolidation refers to the process by which democracy becomes ,

resilient, and widely accepted. (Linked to SLO 4.12)

5. Electoral integrity refers to the credibility and of electoral processes. (Linked to
SLO 4.10)
Short-answer questions
6. Define electoral crimes and give two examples. (Linked to SLO 4.1)
7. Identify one cause and one consequence of electoral crimes. (Linked to SLO 4.2)
8. Explain the role of mass movements in expanding political participation. (Linked to SLO
4.5)
9. Describe one case study of a mass movement and its outcome. (Linked to SLO 4.6)
10. Outline one economic, one social, and one cultural driver of political transformation.
(Linked to-SLO 4.8)

Long-answer questions

11. Analyse the theories of political change, comparing modernisation, conflict, and
institutional perspectives. (Linked to SLO 4.7)

12. Evaluate the challenges and prospects for democratic consolidation in contemporary
societies, with reference to electoral integrity and globalisation. (Linked to SLO 4.10, SLO 4.11,
SLO 4.12)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
Objective questions

1. Electoral process

-
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2. Democratic

3. National
4. Stable
5. Fairness

Short-answer questions

6. Electoral crimes are unlawful acts committed during elections that undermine fairness
and legitimacy. Examples: vote buying and ballot stuffing.

7. Cause: poverty. Consequence: erosion of democratic legitimacy.

8. Mass movements expand participation by mobilising citizens, giving voice to
marginalised groups, and pressuring governments for reforms.

9. Example: The Civil Rights Movement in the United States achieved landmark legislation
such as the Civil Rights Act.

10. Economic driver: industrialisation. Social driver: education. Cultural driver: identity
movements.

Long-answer questions

11. Basic response: Modernisation theory links development to democracy, conflict theory
emphasises struggles between groups, and institutional theory highlights the role of rules and
organisations. Value-added response: Modernisation theory explains gradual reforms through
economic growth, conflict theory accounts for revolutions and social upheavals, and institutional
theory shows how constitutions and legal frameworks shape outcomes. Together, they provide
complementary perspectives-on both stability and transformation.

12. Basic response: Democratic consolidation faces challenges such as corruption and
polarisation, but prospects include strong institutions, civic engagement, and reforms. Electoral
integrity and globalisation influence these outcomes. Value-added response: Beyond these
basics, digital threats such as cyberattacks and misinformation complicate electoral integrity,
while globalisation fosters transnational activism that pressures governments. Prospects for
consolidation depend on balancing sovereignty with international cooperation, ensuring
democracy remains resilient in a rapidly changing world.

Answers ta Rilot Questions [Series 4]
Answers to Pilot Questions 4.1

1. Electoral crimes are unlawful acts committed during the electoral process that undermine
fairness and legitimacy, such as vote buying and ballot stuffing.

2. Causes include weak institutions, poverty, lack of enforcement, and political desperation.

3. Consequences include erosion of democratic legitimacy, voter disenfranchisement,
instability, and violence.
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4. Civic education refers to programmes that inform citizens about their rights and
responsibilities.

5. Strategies include strong legal frameworks, independent commissions, civic education,
monitoring, and technology such as biometric registration.

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.2

1. Mass movements are collective actions by large groups of people mobilising around
shared goals. They are characterised by participation, emotional appeal, and solidarity.

2. They expand political participation by giving voice to marginalised groups and
pressuring governments for reforms.

3. Example: Women’s suffrage movements expanded voting rights.
4. Role: Strengthening democracy by mobilising citizens and influencing public opinion.

5. Case study: The Civil Rights Movement in the United States achieved landmark
legislation such as the Civil Rights Act.

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.3

1. Political change refers to shifts in governance structures, policies, or leadership. One
theory is modernisation theory:

2. Modernisation theory suggests that economic development leads to democratic reforms.

3. Economic driver: industrialisation. Social driver: education. Cultural driver: identity
movements.

4. Constitutional frameworks provide continuity, while amendments allow adaptation.

5. Example of continuity: established institutions. Example of change: leadership transitions
or reforms:

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.4

1. Electoral integrity is the credibility and fairness of electoral processes. Challenges in the
digital ageinclude cyberattacks, misinformation, and manipulation.

2./ Globalisation is the increasing interconnectedness of societies. It relates to transnational
movements by enabling collective actions across national boundaries.

3. Example: Climate activism such as Fridays for Future.

4. Democratic consolidation means democracy becomes stable, resilient, and widely
accepted.

5. Strengthening factor: strong institutions. Challenging factor: corruption or polarisation.

References and Attributions [Series 4]
o Figures, Plates, Tables, and Boxes
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o Figure 4.1 Types of electoral crimes: Al-generated using the prompt “Generate a
diagram showing types of electoral crimes such as vote buying, ballot stuffing,
intimidation, falsification of results, and misuse of state resources.” Suggested
search string: “open educational resource diagram electoral crimes sociology
politics.”

e Box 4.1 Causes and consequences of electoral crimes: Al-generated using the
prompt “Create a text box listing causes and consequences of electoral ¢rimes.”
Suggested search string: “open educational resource causes consequences
electoral crimes sociology.”

o Table 4.1 Strategies for preventing electoral crimes: Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a table showing strategies for preventing electoral crimes with
examples.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource table prevention
electoral crimes sociology politics.”

o Figure 4.2 Characteristics of mass movements.-Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a diagram showing characteristics 0f mass movements such as
participation, emotional appeal, solidarity, and mobilisation.” Suggested search
string: “open educational resource diagram mass movements sociology politics.”

e Box 4.2 Roles of mass movements in political participation: Al-generated using
the prompt “Create a text box listing roles of mass movements in political
participation.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource roles mass
movements political participation socielogy.”

o Table 4.2 Case studies of significant mass movements: Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a table showing case studies of mass movements with focus
and outcomes.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource table case
studies mass‘ movements sociology politics.”

o Table 4.3 Theories of political change: Al-generated using the prompt “Generate
a table comparing theories of political change with key ideas and examples.”
Suggested search string: “open educational resource table theories political
change sociology politics.”

o ' Figure 4.3 Drivers of political transformation: Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a diagram showing economic, social, and cultural drivers of political
transformation, with arrows showing interactions.” Suggested search string: “open
educational resource diagram drivers political transformation sociology politics.”

o Box 4.3 Continuity and change in political systems: Al-generated using the
prompt “Create a text box listing continuity and change in political systems with
examples.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource continuity change
political systems sociology politics.”

o Figure 4.4 Electoral integrity in the digital age: Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a diagram showing challenges (cyberattacks, misinformation,
manipulation) and opportunities (biometric registration, electronic monitoring) for

)
L S
LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



electoral integrity in the digital age.” Suggested search string: “open educational
resource diagram electoral integrity digital age sociology politics.”

e Box 4.4 Examples of transnational movements: Al-generated using the prompt
“Create a text box listing examples of transnational movements with brief
descriptions.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource transnational
movements sociology politics.”

e Table 4.4 Prospects for democratic consolidation: Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a table showing factors influencing democratic consolidation with
positive and negative aspects.” Suggested search string: “open educational
resource table democratic consolidation sociology politics.”

e Course Content Attribution

o Extracted and adapted from SOC 305: Political Sociology (2 .Units) course outline
provided in the attached document.

o Referencing Style

o References are presented in a simplified institutional style suitable for
instructional materials. Al-generated illustrations are noted with prompts, while
suggested search strings point to potential open educational resources (OERs) for
sourcing or verification.

e Course code: SOC 305
e Course title: Political Sociology

e Course creditload: 2

SERIES 5: Citizen Participation And Political
Socialization

Series outline

o Part 5.1 Forms and dimensions of citizen participation
e 5.1.1 Definition and importance of citizen participation
e 5.1.2 Conventional forms (voting, campaigning, joining parties)
e 5.1.3 Unconventional forms (protests, petitions, digital activism)
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o Part 5.2 Agents and processes of political socialization
e 5.2.1 Definition of political socialization
e 5.2.2 Primary agents (family, peers, schools)
e 5.2.3 Secondary agents (media, religion, political institutions)
e 5.2.4 Lifelong processes and generational shifts
o Part 5.3 Impact of participation and socialization on governance
e 5.3.1 How participation strengthens democracy
e 5.3.2 Influence of socialisation on political attitudes and behaviour
e 5.3.3 Case studies of participation and socialisation shaping governance outcomes
e Part 5.4 Contemporary challenges and prospects
e 5.4.1 Declining voter turnout and political apathy
e 5.4.2 Digital media and new forms of socialisation
e 5.4.3 Prospects for inclusive and participatory governance

Introduction

Citizen participation and political socialisation are at the heart of democratic life. Participation
ensures that citizens influence decisions and hold leaders aceountable, while socialisation shapes
the values, attitudes, and behaviours that guide political engagement. Together, they explain how
individuals become active members of society and how collective action sustains governance.
This Series is therefore highly relevant to political sociology, as it highlights the processes
through which citizens interact with political systems and how societies reproduce political
culture across generations.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the knowledge to identify forms of citizen
participation, explain the agents-and processes of political socialisation, and evaluate their
combined impact on governance and democracy.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the forms and dimensions of citizen participation,
including both conventional and unconventional methods. Next, we will examine the agents and
processes of political socialisation, focusing on family, peers, schools, media, and institutions.
Following that, we will analyse the impact of participation and socialisation on governance,
supported by case studies. Finally, we will wrap up by considering contemporary challenges
such as.declining voter turnout and political apathy, as well as prospects for inclusive and
participatory governance in the digital age.

Series Learning QOutcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 5.1 define citizen participation and identify its conventional forms such as voting
and campaigning,

e SLO 5.2 describe unconventional forms of citizen participation including protests,
petitions, and digital activism,
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e SLO 5.3 define political socialisation and explain its significance in shaping political
behaviour,

e SLO 5.4 analyse the role of primary agents of political socialisation such as family,
peers, and schools,

e SLO 5.5 examine the influence of secondary agents of political socialisation including
media, religion, and political institutions,

e SLO 5.6 discuss lifelong processes of political socialisation and generational shifts,
e SLO 5.7 evaluate how citizen participation strengthens democracy and governance,
o SLO 5.8 assess the influence of political socialisation on attitudesand behaviour,

e SLO 5.9 analyse case studies that demonstrate the impact of participation and
socialisation on governance outcomes,

e SLO 5.10 identify contemporary challenges such as declining voter turnout and political
apathy,

e SLO 5.11 evaluate the role of digital media in-shaping new forms of political
socialisation, and

e SLO 5.12 assess prospects for inclusive and participatory governance in contemporary
societies.

5.1 Forms And Dimensions Of Citizen Participation
5.1.1 Definition and importance of citizen participation

Citizen participation refers to the involvement of individuals in political processes and
decision-making that affect their lives. It is important because it strengthens democracy, ensures
accountability, and allows citizens to influence governance. Participation can take many forms,
ranging from voting to engaging in community activism.

Fill in the blank: Citizen participation strengthens by ensuring accountability and
influence in governance.

Diagram showing the importance of citizen participation (democracy, accountability, influence,
empowerment) Caption: Figure 5.1 Importance of citizen participation

5.1.2 Conventional forms (voting, campaigning, joining parties)

Conventional forms of participation are those widely accepted within formal political systems.
These include voting, which is the most common and direct way citizens influence governance,
campaigning, where individuals support candidates or parties, and joining political parties,
which allows citizens to shape policies and leadership. These forms are institutionalised and
often regulated by law.

Fill in the blank: Voting is the most common and direct way citizens governance.
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Table 5.1 Conventional forms of citizen participation

5.1.3 Unconventional forms (protests, petitions, digital activism)

Unconventional forms of participation occur outside formal structures but still influence political
outcomes. These include protests, which are collective demonstrations against policies or
injustices, petitions, where citizens formally request change, and digital activism, which uses
online platforms to mobilise support and raise awareness. While unconventional, these forms are
increasingly significant in shaping public opinion and pressuring governments.

Fill in the blank: Digital activism uses platforms to mobilise support and raise
awareness.

Box 5.1: Examples of unconventional citizen participation

Pilot questions 5.1
1. Define citizen participation and explain why it is important.

2. Identify two conventional forms of citizen participation.
3. What is the most common and direct way citizens influence governance?
4. Give two examples of unconventional forms of citizen participation.

5. How does digital activism contribute to political participation?

5.2 Agents And ProcessesfOf Palitical Socialization
5.2.1 Definition of political socialization

Political socialisation refers to the process through which individuals acquire political values,
beliefs, attitudes, and behaviours. It is how societies transmit political culture from one
generation to the next, shaping how citizens engage with governance. This process begins early
in life and continues throughout adulthood, influencing voting patterns, civic engagement, and
political identity:

Fillin the blank: Political socialisation is the process through which individuals acquire political
;. beliefs, attitudes, and behaviours.

Diagram showing the concept of political socialisation (values, beliefs, attitudes, behaviours,
transmission of culture) Caption: Figure 5.2 Concept of political socialisation

5.2.2 Primary agents (family, peers, schools)

Primary agents of political socialisation are those that influence individuals during their
formative years. Family plays a crucial role by transmitting values and political orientations.
Peers influence attitudes through shared experiences and discussions. Schools provide civic
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education, teaching students about rights, responsibilities, and political institutions. These agents
establish the foundation for political identity and participation.

Fill in the blank: Schools provide civic education, teaching students about rights, responsibilities,
and institutions.

Table 5.2 Primary agents of political socialisation

5.2.3 Secondary agents (media, religion, political institutions)

Secondary agents influence individuals later in life or reinforce existing beliefs. Media shapes
public opinion by providing information and framing issues. Religion can influence moral
perspectives and political values. Political institutions such as parties, legislatures, and
government agencies expose citizens to political processes and norms. These agents broaden and
deepen political socialisation beyond the family and school environment.

Fill in the blank: Media shapes public opinion by providing information and issues.

Box 5.2: Secondary agents of political socialisation

5.2.4 Lifelong processes and generational shifts

Political socialisation is not limited to childhood; it is a lifelong process. Adults continue to be
influenced by new experiences, changing social contexts, and evolving political environments.
Generational shifts occur when younger cohorts adopt different values and behaviours compared
to older ones, often influenced by technology, globalisation, or major political events. This
explains why political cultures evolve over time.

Fill in the blank: Generational shifts occur when younger cohorts adopt different and
behaviours compared to older ones.

Diagram showing lifelong political socialisation and generational shifts (childhood, adulthood,
generational differences) Caption: Figure 5.3 Lifelong political socialisation and generational
shifts

Pilot'questions 5:2
1. Define political socialisation.

2. Identify two primary agents of political socialisation.
3. What role do schools play in political socialisation?
4. Mention one secondary agent of political socialisation and its influence.

5. Explain what is meant by generational shifts in political socialisation.

-

Do)

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



5.3 Impact Of Participation And Socialization On Governance
5.3.1 How participation strengthens democracy

Citizen participation strengthens democracy by ensuring that governance reflects the will of the
people. When citizens vote, campaign, or engage in activism, they hold leaders accountable and
influence policy decisions. Participation also promotes inclusivity, as diverse voices contribute to
shaping political outcomes. A vibrant democracy depends on active involvement, which prevents
power from being concentrated in the hands of a few.

Fill in the blank: Citizen participation strengthens democracy by ensuring that governance
reflects the of the people.

Diagram showing how citizen participation strengthens democracy (accountability; inclusivity,
influence, legitimacy) Caption: Figure 5.4 How citizen participation strengthens democracy

5.3.2 Influence of socialisation on political attitudes and behaviour

Political socialisation influences how individuals perceive politics and behave within political
systems. Through agents such as family, peers, schools, media, and institutions, citizens develop
attitudes towards authority, democracy, and civic responsibility. These attitudes shape
behaviours such as voting, protesting, or joining political organisations. Socialisation therefore
ensures continuity of political culture while also allowing for adaptation across generations.

Fill in the blank: Political socialisation influences how individuals perceive politics and behave
within systems.

Table 5.3 Influence of political socialisation en attitudes and behaviour

5.3.3 Case studies of participation and socialisation shaping governance
outcomes

Case studies demonstrate how participation and socialisation shape governance. For example, the
Civil Rights Movement in the United States showed how collective participation influenced
legislation and expanded rights. In South Africa, political socialisation through anti-apartheid
activism fostered a culture of resistance that eventually led to democratic transition. More
recently, digital activism has mobilised youth globally, influencing climate policies and
governance debates. These examples highlight the power of participation and socialisation in
driving political change.

Fill in the blank: The Civil Rights Movement in the United States showed how collective
participation influenced and expanded rights.

Box 5.3: Case studies of participation and socialisation shaping governance

Pilot questions 5.3
1. How does citizen participation strengthen democracy?
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2. Identify one way political socialisation influences attitudes and one way it influences
behaviour.

3. Give one example of how family influences political behaviour.
4. Mention one case study that shows the impact of participation on governance.

5. How has digital activism shaped governance outcomes in recent times?

5.4 Contemporary Challenges And Prospects
5.4.1 Declining voter turnout and political apathy

One of the major challenges facing modern democracies is declining voter turnout, which
refers to the decreasing number of eligible citizens who participate in elections. This often results
from political apathy, a lack of interest or concern about political processes. Contributing
factors include distrust in institutions, disillusionment with political leaders, and the perception
that individual votes do not make a difference. Low turnout weakens representation and
undermines the legitimacy of governance.

Fill in the blank: Declining voter turnout weakens and undermines the legitimacy of
governance.

Diagram showing causes of declining voter turnout (apathy, distrust, disillusionment, perceived
irrelevance) Caption: Figure 5.5 Causes of declining voter turnout

5.4.2 Digital media and new forms of socialisation

Digital media has transformed political socialisation by providing new platforms for
information, debate, and activism. Social networks, blogs, and online forums expose citizens to
diverse perspectives and allow rapid mobilisation around issues. While digital media enhances
participation, it also presents risks such as misinformation, echo chambers, and polarisation. The
challenge lies in harnessing digital tools to promote informed engagement while mitigating their
negative effects.

Fill in the blank: Digital media enhances participation but also presents risks such as
misinformation and

Box 5.4: Digital media and political socialisation

5.4.3 Prospects for inclusive and participatory governance

The future of governance depends on how societies address challenges and embrace
opportunities. Inclusive governance ensures that all groups, including minorities and
marginalised communities, have a voice in decision-making. Participatory governance goes
beyond voting, encouraging citizens to engage in policy discussions, community initiatives, and
digital platforms. Prospects for strengthening democracy lie in reforms that promote
transparency, accountability, and active involvement of citizens at all levels.
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Fill in the blank: Inclusive governance ensures that all groups, including communities,
have a voice in decision-making.

Table 5.4 Prospects for inclusive and participatory governance

Pilot questions 5.4
1. What is meant by declining voter turnout, and why is it a challenge?

2. Define political apathy and give one cause.
3. How has digital media transformed political socialisation?
4. Mention one opportunity and one challenge of digital media in politics.

5. What is inclusive governance, and how does it strengthen democracy?

Series Summary

This Series has examined citizen participation and political socialisation, emphasising their
importance in sustaining democracy and shaping political culture. We began by defining citizen
participation and exploring its conventional and unconventional forms. Then, we studied the
agents and processes of political socialisation, including family, peers, schools, media, religion,
and institutions, as well as lifelong influences and generational shifts. Following that, we
analysed the impact of participation and socialisation on governance, focusing on how they
strengthen democracy, influence attitudes and behaviours, and shape outcomes through case
studies. Finally, we addressed contemporary challenges such as declining voter turnout and
political apathy, alongside prospects for inclusive and participatory governance in the digital age.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define and describe forms of citizen
participation (SLO 5.1, SLO 5.2), explain political socialisation and its agents (SLO 5.3—SLO
5.6), and evaluate theirimpact on governance (SLO 5.7-SLO 5.9). You should also be able to
identify challenges such as apathy and low turnout (SLO 5.10), assess the role of digital media in
new forms of socialisation (SLO 5.11), and evaluate prospects for inclusive and participatory
governance (SLO 5.12). These outcomes provide you with a comprehensive understanding of
how citizens engage with political systems and how societies reproduce and adapt political
culture across generations.

Glossaryof.Terms
e . Citizen participation: The involvement of individuals in political processes and
decision-making, such as voting, campaigning, protesting, or engaging in digital

activism.

o Conventional participation: Formal and widely accepted forms of citizen involvement
in politics, including voting, campaigning, and joining political parties.

o Digital activism: The use of online platforms and social media to mobilise support, raise
awareness, and influence political outcomes.
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o Inclusive governance: A system of governance that ensures all groups, including
minorities and marginalised communities, have a voice in decision-making.

o Participatory governance: A model of governance that encourages citizens to engage in
policy discussions, community initiatives, and decision-making beyond voting.

o Petitions: Formal requests made by citizens to authorities, often signed by many people,
to demand change or action on specific issues.

o Political apathy: A lack of interest, concern, or involvement in political processes, often
leading to low voter turnout and weak representation.

o Political socialisation: The process through which individuals acquire political values,
beliefs, attitudes, and behaviours, often influenced by family, peers, schools, media,
religion, and institutions.

e Protests: Collective demonstrations by citizens to express opposition to policies,
injustices, or political decisions.

o Secondary agents of socialisation: Influences that shape political beliefs later in life,
such as media, religion, and political institutions.

e Voter turnout: The proportion of eligible €itizens who participate in an election by
casting their votes.

Concept Check Questions [Series 5]
Objective questions

1. Citizen participation refers to the involvement of individuals in processes and
decision-making. (Linked to SLO 5.1)

2. Voting, campaigning, and joining parties are examples of forms of participation.
(Linked to SLO 5.2)

3. Political socialisation is the process through which individuals acquire political values,
beliefs, attitudes, and . (Linked to SLO 5.3)

4. Media, religion,and political institutions are examples of agents of political
socialisation. (Linked to SLO 5.5)

5. Declining voter turnout weakens representation and undermines the of
governance. (Linked to SLO 5.10)

Short-answer questions

6. Define citizen participation and explain why it is important. (Linked to SLO 5.1)

7. Identify one conventional and one unconventional form of citizen participation. (Linked
to SLO 5.2)

8. Describe the role of family as a primary agent of political socialisation. (Linked to SLO
5.4)
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9.

10.
5.12)

Explain how digital media has transformed political socialisation. (Linked to SLO 5.11)

What is inclusive governance, and how does it strengthen democracy? (Linked to SLO

Long-answer questions

11.

Analyse the influence of political socialisation on attitudes and behaviours, using

examples from primary and secondary agents. (Linked to SLO 5.4-5.5, SLO 5.8)

12.

Evaluate contemporary challenges to citizen participation and discuss prospects. for

participatory governance in the digital age. (Linked to SLO 5.10-5.12)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5]
Objective questions

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Political
Conventional
Behaviours
Secondary

Legitimacy

Short-answer questions

6.

Citizen participation is the involvement of individuals in political processes and decision-

making. It is important because it strengthens democracy, ensures accountability, and allows
citizens to influence governance.

7.

8.

Conventional: voting: Unconventional: protests.

Family transmits values and orientations, shaping respect for authority and influencing

voting patterns.

9.

Digital media has transformed socialisation by providing platforms for information,

debate, and activism, enabling rapid mobilisation but also creating risks such as misinformation.

10.

Inclusive governance ensures all groups, including minorities and marginalised

communities, have a voice in decision-making, thereby strengthening representation and
democracy.

Long-answer questions

11

Basic response: Primary agents such as family and schools shape respect for authority

and civic responsibility, while secondary agents like media and institutions influence public
opinion and trust in governance. These attitudes and behaviours include voting, activism, and
party membership. Value-added response: Beyond these basics, family discussions may instil
partisan loyalty, schools foster civic identity, and media frames issues that shape public
discourse. Religion can influence moral perspectives, while institutions reinforce norms of
participation. Together, these agents ensure continuity of political culture while allowing
adaptation across generations.
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12. Basic response: Contemporary challenges include declining voter turnout and political
apathy, which weaken representation. Prospects for participatory governance lie in reforms that
promote transparency, accountability, and citizen involvement. Value-added response: In
addition, digital media offers opportunities for inclusive engagement through online forums and
activism, though risks such as polarisation and misinformation must be managed. The future of
governance depends on balancing these challenges with innovations that encourage diverse.and
active participation across all segments of society.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5]
Answers to Pilot Questions 5.1

1. Citizen participation is the involvement of individuals in political processes and decision-
making. It is important because it strengthens democracy, ensures accountability, and
allows citizens to influence governance.

2. Two conventional forms are voting and campaigning.
3. Voting is the most common and direct way citizens influence governance.
4. Two unconventional forms are protests and.petitions.

5. Digital activism contributes by‘using online platforms to mobilise support and raise
awareness.

Answers to Pilot Questions 5.2

1. Political socialisation is the process through which individuals acquire political values,
beliefs, attitudes, and behaviours.

2. Two primary agents are family and schools.

3. Schools provide civic education, teaching students about rights, responsibilities, and
political institutions.

4. One secondary agent is'media, which shapes public opinion by providing information and
framing issues.

5. .Generational shifts occur when younger cohorts adopt different values and behaviours
compared to older ones.

Answers to Pilot Questions 5.3

1.. Citizen participation strengthens democracy by ensuring governance reflects the will of
the people, promoting accountability and inclusivity.

2. Attitudes: respect for authority. Behaviour: voting patterns.

3. Family influences political behaviour by transmitting values and orientations, such as
partisan loyalty or respect for authority.

4. One case study is the Civil Rights Movement in the United States, which influenced
legislation and expanded rights.
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5.

Digital activism has shaped governance outcomes by mobilising youth globally and
influencing climate policies.

Answers to Pilot Questions 5.4

1.

Declining voter turnout means fewer eligible citizens participate in elections, which is a
challenge because it weakens representation.

Political apathy is a lack of interest or concern about political processes. One cause is
distrust in institutions.

Digital media has transformed political socialisation by providing platforms for
information, debate, and activism.

Opportunity: rapid mobilisation. Challenge: misinformation.

Inclusive governance ensures all groups, including minorities and marginalised
communities, have a voice in decision-making, thereby strengthening democracy.

References and Attributions [Series 5]
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Figures, Tables, and Boxes

e Figure 5.1 Importance of citizen participation: Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a diagram showing the importance of citizen participation with
elements such as democracy, accountability, influence, and empowerment.”
Suggested search string: “open educational resource diagram citizen participation
sociology politics.”

e Table 5.1 Conventional forms of citizen participation: Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a table showing conventional forms of citizen participation
with descriptions and examples.” Suggested search string: “open educational
resource table conventional citizen participation sociology politics.”

e Box 5.1 Examples of unconventional citizen participation: Al-generated using the
prompt “Create a text box listing examples of unconventional citizen participation
such as protests, petitions, and digital activism.” Suggested search string: “open
educational resource unconventional citizen participation sociology politics.”

o Figure 5.2 Concept of political socialisation: Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a diagram showing the concept of political socialisation with elements
such as values, beliefs, attitudes, behaviours, and transmission of culture.”
Suggested search string: “open educational resource diagram political
socialisation sociology politics.”

e Table 5.2 Primary agents of political socialisation: Al-generated using the
prompt “Generate a table showing primary agents of political socialisation with
roles and examples.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource table
primary agents political socialisation sociology politics.”
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e Box 5.2 Secondary agents of political socialisation: Al-generated using the
prompt “Create a text box listing secondary agents of political socialisation with
brief roles.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource secondary agents
political socialisation sociology politics.”

o Figure 5.3 Lifelong political socialisation and generational shifts: Al-generated
using the prompt “Generate a diagram showing lifelong political socialisation
with stages of childhood, adulthood, and generational differences.” Suggested
search string: “open educational resource diagram lifelong political socialisation
sociology politics.”

e Figure 5.4 How citizen participation strengthens democracy: Al-generated using
the prompt “Generate a diagram showing how citizen participation strengthens
democracy with elements such as accountability, inclusivity, influence, and
legitimacy.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource diagram citizen
participation strengthens democracy sociology politics.”

e Table 5.3 Influence of political socialisation on attitudes and behaviour: Al-
generated using the prompt “Generate a table showing how agents of political
socialisation influence attitudes and behaviours.” Suggested search string: “open
educational resource table political socialisation attitudes behaviour sociology
politics.”

e Box 5.3 Case studies of participation and socialisation shaping governance: Al-
generated using the prompt “Create a text box listing case studies of participation
and socialisation shaping governance outcomes.” Suggested search string: “open
educational resource case studies citizen participation political socialisation
sociology politics.”

e Figure 5.5 Causes of declining voter turnout: Al-generated using the prompt
“Generate a diagram showing causes of declining voter turnout such as apathy,
distrust, disillusionment, and perceived irrelevance.” Suggested search string:
“open educational resource diagram voter turnout political apathy sociology
politics.”

e . Box5.4 Digital media and political socialisation: Al-generated using the prompt
“Create a text box listing opportunities and challenges of digital media in political
socialisation.” Suggested search string: “open educational resource digital media
political socialisation sociology politics.”

o Table 5.4 Prospects for inclusive and participatory governance: Al-generated
using the prompt “Generate a table showing approaches to inclusive and
participatory governance with features and examples.” Suggested search string:
“open educational resource table inclusive participatory governance sociology
politics.”

e Course Content Attribution

o Extracted and adapted from SOC 305: Political Sociology (2 Units) course outline
provided in the attached document.
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e Referencing Style

o References are presented in a simplified institutional style suitable for
instructional materials. Al-generated illustrations are noted with prompts, while
suggested search strings point to potential open educational resources (OERs)
sourcing or verification.
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