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Series 1: Origins of Social Thought: From Greek
City States to the Middle Ages

1.1 Emergence of Social Thought in the Greek City States

o 1.1.1 Historical background of the Greek City States
e 1.1.2 Contributions of Plato to social thought
e 1.1.3 Contributions of Aristotle to social thought

1.2 Early Classical Philosophers and Political Ideas

e 1.2.1 Hobbes and the foundations of political philosophy
e 1.2.2 Machiavelli and the principles of power and governance
e 1.2.3 Montesquieu and the development of political liberty

1.3 Social Thought in the Middle Ages

e 1.3.1 The role of the Church-and Papal authority
e 1.3.2 The investiture contest and rise of emperors
e 1.3.3 Philosophical responses to medieval political structures

1.4 Transition to the Renaissance and Reformation

e 1.4.1 Intellectual revival and humanism
e 1.4.2 Waning of Papal and imperial powers
o 1.4.3 Emergence of calls for personal rights and freedom

Introduction

Throughout history, societies have always sought to explain how people live together, organise
power, and pursue collective goals. The earliest attempts to make sense of these questions can be
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traced back to the Greek City States, where thinkers such as Plato and Aristotle laid the
foundations of social thought. As time progressed, new ideas emerged in the Middle Ages,
shaped by the influence of the Church, emperors, and political struggles. This Series will help
you appreciate how these early traditions provided the groundwork for later developments in
sociology and modern social theory.

The aim of this Series is to guide you through the origins of social thought, enabling youto
analyse the contributions of key philosophers and evaluate how their ideas shaped the €volution
of society from ancient Greece to the Middle Ages.

We shall commence this Series by examining the emergence of social thought in the Greek City
States, focusing on the works of Plato and Aristotle. Next, we will move on to the early classical
philosophers and their political ideas, including Hobbes, Machiavelli, and Montesquieu.
Following that, we will explore social thought in the Middle Ages, considering the role of the
Church, the investiture contest, and the rise of emperors. Finally, we will conclude with the
transition to the Renaissance and Reformation, highlighting the intellectual revival, the waning
of Papal and imperial powers, and the growing calls for personal rights and freedom.

Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

SLO 1.1 define the historical background of the Greek City States and explain how they shaped
the earliest forms of social thought,

SLO 1.2 analyse the contributions of Plato and Aristotle to the development of philosophical
ideas about society,

SLO 1.3 explain the political ideas of Hobbes, Machiavelli, and Montesquieu in relation to
governance and social order,

SLO 1.4 evaluate the influence of the Church, the investiture contest, and the rise of emperors on
medieval social thought, and

SLO 1.5 describe the transition from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance and Reformation,
highlighting the intellectual revival, the decline of Papal and imperial authority, and the
emergence of calls for personal rights and freedom.

1.1 Emergence Of Social Thought In The Greek City States
1:1.1 Historical background of the Greek City States

The Greek City States were independent political communities that flourished between the 8th
and 4th centuries BCE. A city state is defined as a small, self-governing political unit consisting
of a city and its surrounding territory. These communities, such as Athens and Sparta, became
centres of political experimentation, cultural development, and philosophical inquiry. The
Greeks were among the first to ask systematic questions about society, justice, and governance,
laying the foundation for social thought.

-
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The rise of these city states was influenced by geography, trade, and warfare. Their
independence encouraged diverse political systems, ranging from democracy in Athens to

militarism in Sparta. This diversity provided fertile ground for philosophers to reflect on the
nature of human society.

Fill in the blank: The Greek City States were independent political communities that flourished
betweenthe  and  centuries BCE.

Box 1.85: Ancient Greek City-States

Key Centers of Classical Hellenic Civilization
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Diagram showing the map of major Greek City States such as Athens, Sparta, and Corinth.
Figure 2.1: Map of major Greek City States

1.1.2 Contributions of Plato to social thought

-
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Plato was a Greek philosopher who lived between 427 and 347 BCE. A philosopher is defined
as a thinker who seeks wisdom and knowledge, often by questioning fundamental aspects of life,
society, and existence. Plato’s most influential work, The Republic, explored justice, the ideal
state, and the role of education. He argued that society should be governed by philosopher-kings,
individuals who possess wisdom and virtue.

Plato’s ideas emphasised the importance of reason and the pursuit of truth. He believed that
social order could only be achieved when rulers were guided by knowledge rather than personal
ambition. His vision of an ideal society continues to influence political and social theory today.

Fill in the blank: Plato believed that society should be governed by  who possess wisdom and
virtue.

-
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Artistic representation of Plato teaching his students in Athens. Plate 2.2: Plato teaching in the
Academy

1.1.3 Contributions of Aristotle to social thought

Aristotle, a student of Plato, lived between 384 and 322 BCE. He is often regarded as the father
of political science. Political science is defined as the systematic study of governance, political
institutions, and the behaviour of individuals within society. Unlike Plato, Aristotle emphasised
empirical observation and practical reasoning. His work Politics examined different forms of
government, including monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy.

Aristotle argued that the best government is one that promotes the common good and balances
the interests of different social groups. He introduced the concept of the “golden mean”,
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suggesting that moderation and balance are essential for a stable society. His emphasis on
observation and classification influenced later scientific approaches to social life.

Fill in the blank: Aristotle’s work  examined different forms of government such as
monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy.

Box 1.87: Plato vs. Arisbtle: Social & Political Thought

A Comparative Overview of Classical Greek Phlosophy

Dimension 2. Plato’s Social Thought  Aristotle’s Social Thought
1. Ideal Society * The Polity: * The Polity
* The Republic: An ideal, hicarrical polig A mbed consttution A mixed constitution
* Rule by Philostoper-Kings (Guardians Rule by a broad middle class Private property & family are
Communal living for guardians natural

3. Political Structure

* Aristoricay (rule of the best) * Polity (mixed gov't / * Polity (mixed gov't /
* Merit-based, intellectual elite Monactchy Practical, achievable systems
Distrut of democracy Valued moderate democracy

4. Human Nature

* Dvided soul (Reason, Appetite) * “Political animal” (zoxox) ¢ Conexttual, practical ethics
Justice is harmony of soul/state Eudononia (flushiireg ) re goal (Golden Mean)
Justice is harmony through speciialatiof) ¢ Habits is knowlelge Virtue is habit
Innate inquaility ] Habits & education shape charactel * Justice is proparationiily

Overall Impact: Plato & Arisotle laid the foundations for

Western political phlosophy. Plato’s idalstatm inspired utotion thought, while
Aristottle & emperival approach approach influenced political science, ethics and logic
lopic for for centuriss, shaping discourse on governance, ethics and human
flousrhing.

OER Comparative Chart Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:03:43 AM WAT

Box 1.1: Key differences between Plato and Aristotle’s views on society

Pilot questions 1.1
1. Which geographical and social factors contributed to the rise of the Greek City States?

2. What was Plato’s vision of the ideal society?

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



3. Which key work of Aristotle examined different forms of government?
4. How did Aristotle’s approach differ from Plato’s in studying society?

5. What is meant by the term “city state”?

1.2 Early Classical Philosophers And Political Ideas

1.2.1 Hobbes and the foundations of political philosophy

Thomas Hobbes was a 17th-century English philosopher best known for his work Leviathan. A
political philosopher is defined as a thinker who studies the nature of power, authority, and
governance. Hobbes argued that human beings are naturally selfish and driven by fear of death
and desire for power. To avoid chaos, he proposed the idea of a social contract, which is an
agreement among individuals to surrender certain freedoms to a sovereign authority in exchange
for security and order.

Hobbes believed that only a strong, centralised authority could maintain peace and prevent
society from descending into conflict. His ideas laid the foundation for later debates on the role
of the state and the rights of individuals.

Fill in the blank: Hobbes argued that human beings are naturally  and driven by fear of death
and desire for power.

-
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Box 1.88: Hobbes’ Social Contract

Individuals, Authority & The Leviahtan
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Overall Impact: _ '
Hobbes' social contract theory posits that individuals wilinnlly surrender their freedoms to

authority to escape to escape the brutal “state of nature’' and secure peace &
& order.

OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:04:34 AM ﬁ a

Diagram showing Hobbes’ concept of the social contract with individuals surrendering freedoms
to a.sovereign. Figure 2.2: Hobbes’ social contract model

1.2.2 Machiavelli and the principles of power and governance

Niccolo Machiavelli was an Italian thinker of the Renaissance period, famous for his book The
Prince. A statesman is defined as a person skilled in managing public affairs and governance.
Machiavelli emphasised the practical realities of ruling, arguing that leaders must be willing to
use cunning, manipulation, and even cruelty if necessary to maintain power and stability.

His philosophy is often summarised by the phrase “the ends justify the means”, meaning that
rulers should prioritise results over moral considerations. Machiavelli’s ideas challenged
traditional notions of virtue in politics and introduced a pragmatic approach to leadership.

-
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Fill in the blank: Machiavelli’s philosophy is often summarised by the phrase “the  justify the
means”.

Box 1.89: Machicvalli Writing The Prince

OER Image
Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:05:53 AM WAT

Artistic representation of Machiavelli writing The Prince. Plate 2.3: Machiavelli composing The
Prince

1.2.3 Montesquieu and the development of political liberty

Montesquieu, an 18th-century French philosopher, is best known for his work The Spirit of the
Laws. He introduced the principle of separation of powers, defined as the division of
government into distinct branches (executive, legislative, and judicial) to prevent tyranny and
protect liberty.
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Montesquieu argued that political liberty could only be preserved when power was not
concentrated in one authority. His ideas influenced the development of modern democratic
systems, particularly the constitutions of the United States and France.

Fill in the blank: Montesquieu introduced the principle of  of powers to prevent tyranny and
protect liberty.

Box 1.90: Montesquieu's Separation of Powers
A Framework for Balansced Government
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Overall Impact: Montesquieu’s theory of seprating powers into distinct, independent branches is a
corrnerstoon of modern of modern democrtants, designed a prevent tyrrony by creating a system of
checks ds and balansces that protects liberity

OER Chart Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:06:42 AM WAT

Box 2.2: Montesquieu’s separation of powers

Pilot questions 1.2

1. What was Hobbes’ view of human nature and how did it shape his idea of the social
contract?
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2. Which book by Machiavelli emphasised the practical realities of ruling?
3. What phrase is often used to summarise Machiavelli’s philosophy?
4. Which principle did Montesquieu introduce to preserve political liberty?

5. How did Montesquieu’s ideas influence modern democratic systems?

1.3 Social Thought In The Middle Ages
1.3.1 The role of the Church and Papal authority

During the Middle Ages, the Church was the dominant institution in European society. The
Church refers to the organised body of Christian faith led by the Pope and clergy. It exercised
immense influence over political, social, and intellectual life. The Pope, as the spiritual leader,
often held authority that rivalled or even surpassed kings and emperors.

The Church shaped education, law, and morality, and it provideda framework for understanding
the world. This dominance meant that social thought during this period was closely tied to
religious doctrine. Philosophers and scholars often sought to reconcile faith with reason,
producing ideas that reinforced the authority of the Church.

Fill in the blank: During the Middle Ages, the ~  was the dominant institution in European
society.

-
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Box 1.91: Pope Adiressing Congunation

OER Image 4
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Image of amedieval Pope addressing a congregation. Plate 2.4: Papal authority in the Middle
Ages

1.3.2 The investiture contest and rise of emperors

The investiture contest was a conflict between the Pope and secular rulers over who had the
authority to appoint bishops and other church officials. Investiture is defined as the formal
installation of a person into an office or position of authority. This struggle highlighted the
tension between spiritual and temporal power.

Emperors and kings sought to assert their dominance by controlling appointments, while the
Pope resisted, insisting that only the Church had the right to appoint its leaders. The contest
symbolised the broader struggle between religious and political authority in medieval Europe.
o
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Fill in the blank: The investiture contest was a conflict between the Pope and _ rulers over
appointments.

Box 1.92: The Investisure Controrosry
A Medieval Struggle for Authority Between Papacy & Empire

Pope Greogry VI
(Papacy)

Spiritual
Appointment

' Appointment of Bishops

(Investisture)

.........................................

Secular Appointment

Conflict & Emeror Henry IV
Excomumation (Concordat of Worms - 1122)

Overall Impact: The Investsure Contorory was pivtal power struggle that defined
a relationship between church and state in stat. in medieval Europe, a Church’s

authority and spiriual matters while recognizinte Emperor’s tempoal role.

OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:08:05 AM WAT

Diagram showing the conflict between Papal authority and imperial power during the investiture
contest. Figure 2.3: The investiture contest

1.3.3 Philosophical responses to medieval political structures

Medieval philosophers attempted to explain and justify the political structures of their time.
Thinkers such as Thomas Aquinas integrated Christian theology with Aristotelian philosophy,
arguing that political authority was part of God’s natural order. Theology is defined as the study
of the nature of God and religious belief.
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These philosophical responses often emphasised obedience, hierarchy, and divine legitimacy.
However, they also laid the groundwork for later debates about the relationship between religion
and politics. By blending faith with reason, medieval scholars created a framework that
influenced both religious and secular thought.

Fill in the blank: Thomas Aquinas integrated Christian theology with  philosophy to explain
political authority.

Box 1.93: Key Features of Medieval Social Thought
A Syntlesis of Faith, Reason & Higerachy

Feature

Description

Key Thinkers

Augustine, Thomas Aquinas,

Influence

moral law

1. Theoctenic Worldview

God as the center of all
social order

Augustine Aquais, John of
feual system

Church authority,
mability

2. Hieraarhical Society

Divine Great Chain Being;
feulal system

Thomas Aquinas,
John of Salberiy

Feudalism, social
stability

3. Natural Law & Ethics

Inmnasis of commiples

Legal systems,

Legal systems,

discovable through reason ethical phlosophy phiosophy
4. Communalism Connatica
Emphasis of community Avgusine, Guild Stuh & | Church Fathers, Education,
over individual rights Systems Scholastics discurse

5. Scrifpure & Tradition Guilds, monasic orders

Overall Impact: Medieval social thought, dommted of Christian thology, established a hieaeerical and

communal fran undrstanding society, emphisstaciond of the authority and the Church, laying intellectual foundations
for later Western political thought

OER Chart Created: Saturday, January 31,2026 at 11:09:00 AM WAT

Box 1.3: Key features of medieval social thought

Pilot questions 1.3
1. What role did the Church play in shaping medieval society?
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2. What was the investiture contest and why was it significant?
3. Who had authority to appoint bishops according to the Pope?
4. How did Thomas Aquinas integrate theology and philosophy?

5. What were the key features of medieval social thought?

1.4 Transition To The Renaissance And Reformation

1.4.1 Intellectual revival and humanism

The Renaissance was a period of cultural and intellectual revival in Europe between the 14th
and 17th centuries. The term Renaissance means “rebirth”, referring to the renewed interest in
classical learning and values. A central feature of this period was humanism, defined as a
movement that emphasised human potential, individual dignity, and the study of classical texts.

Humanism encouraged scholars to focus on worldly subjects such as history, literature, and
politics, rather than purely religious themes. This shift broadened the scope of social thought and
inspired new ways of understanding society and the individual’stole within it.

Fill in the blank: The Renaissance was a period of cultural and intellectual  in Europe
between the 14th and 17th centuries.

-
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OER Image Created: Saturday. January 31, 2026 at 11:09:32 AM WAT

Image of Renaissance scholars studying classical texts. Plate 2.5: Humanist scholars during the
Renaissance

1.4.2 Waning of Papal and imperial powers

During the Renaissance and Reformation, the authority of the Pope and emperors began to
decline. The Reformation was a religious movement in the 16th century that challenged the
authority of the Catholic Church and led to the rise of Protestant denominations. This weakening
of Papal and imperial powers created space for new political ideas and greater emphasis on
individual rights.
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The decline of centralised religious and imperial authority allowed thinkers to question
traditional structures and propose alternative forms of governance. This shift marked a turning
point in the development of modern social thought.

Fill in the blank: The Reformation was a religious movement in the _ century that challenged
the authority of the Catholic Church.

Box 1.94: Decline of Papal & Imperial Authority

Tre Medieval Struggle of Power Duwer During onsu Reformation

¥

The Reformation
(c. 1917-1648)

¥

Q Papal Authority Imperial Autiority

(Catholic Church) (Holy Roman Empire)
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* Protesnat Schism « Rise | Nation-States

of
* Loss aland &Revenue |centralized | * Princes’ Autonoity (Peace)
* Religious Wars Power * Thity Years War
« Soveringn Nation-States « Soveringn Nation-States
« Soveriingn Nation-States » Religious Diversity
« Shift in Political Thought « Shift in Political Thought

Overall Impact: The Investsure Contorory was pivtal power struggle that defined
a reltionship betweenstly weakinring wehherern church and Euurcire, authung of

pavers and whiole Emperor's tempoal role.

OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31,2026 at 11:10:11 AM WAT

Diagram showing the decline of Papal and imperial authority during the Reformation. Figure
2.4: Decline of Papal and imperial powers

1.4.3 Emergence of calls for personal rights and freedom

-
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As Papal and imperial powers weakened, new ideas about personal rights and freedom
emerged. Personal rights are defined as the entitlements of individuals to liberty, property, and
justice. Thinkers began to argue that individuals should have the freedom to make choices about
religion, politics, and social life.

This emphasis on rights and freedom laid the foundation for modern democratic principles. It
also encouraged the development of social theories that valued equality and participation,
moving away from rigid hierarchies of the medieval period.

Fill in the blank: Thinkers during the Renaissance and Reformation began to argue that
individuals should have  to make choices about religion, politics, and social life.

Box 1.95: Renaissance & Reformation Social Thought

A Comparative Overview of Early Moeny Modern Political & Social Ideas

Feature Renaissance Social Rehology & relgious
Thought Teforght

1. Key Focus « Humanism & classical learning * Theology & religious reform
2. Authority & Society « Civic virtue, republicaism » Scripue, faith, church doctine
3. Human Nature « Civacity for republcanism « Sovereinity of God

« Capacity for reason & virtue » Church over state (early), sin
3. Human Nature * Free will, self-improveent « Salvation by grace, predeslitarity
4. Political Structure « City-states, mixed government  « Theoopaic elements

* Practical politics, statecraft * Resistance to unjst rulers
5. Key Thinkers * Rise of nation-states

» Machiaveli, More, Erasnus « Luther, Calvin, Knox

Overall Impact: The Renaissance fostered individiduam & seculal politcal theory, whilee Reformation
challenged religiouus authority, paving on the the way for new political orders and emphcacting

individual conscionce.

OER Chart
Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:11:00 AM WAT

Box 2.4: Key features of Renaissance and Reformation social thought
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Pilot questions 1.4
1. What does the term Renaissance mean and what did it emphasise?
2. What was humanism and how did it influence social thought?
3. In which century did the Reformation occur?
4. How did the decline of Papal and imperial powers affect political ideas?

5. What new concepts about individuals emerged during the Renaissance and Reformation?

Series Summary

This Series has guided you through the origins of social thought, showing how early ideas about
society and governance emerged and developed from the Greek City States to the Middle Ages,
and how these traditions prepared the ground for later transformations in the Renaissance and
Reformation. Its purpose has been to help you see the relevance of these foundations to the wider
history of sociology and social theory.

We began with the rise of the Greek City States, focusing on the contributions of Plato and
Aristotle, then moved on to the political ideas of Hobbes, Machiavelli, and Montesquieu.
Following that, we examined the dominance of the Church, the investiture contest, and the
philosophical responses of medieval thinkers. Finally, we explored the intellectual revival of the
Renaissance and Reformation, noting the decline of Papal and imperial powers and the
emergence of calls for personal rights and freedom. By completing this Series, you should now
be able to define the historical.background of the Greek City States, analyse the contributions of
classical philosophers, explain the political ideas of Hobbes, Machiavelli, and Montesquieu,
evaluate the influence of medieval structures, and describe the transition to the Renaissance and
Reformation, as outlined in the Series Learning Outcomes.

Glossary of Terms
Aristotle: A Greek philesopher (384-322 BCE), often regarded as the father of political science,
who emphasised observation and practical reasoning in studying society and governance.

City state: A small, self-governing political unit consisting of a city and its surrounding territory,
common in ancient Greece.

Church: The organised body of Christian faith led by the Pope and clergy, which dominated
political, social, and intellectual life during the Middle Ages.

Humanism: A Renaissance movement that emphasised human potential, dignity, and the study
of classical texts, shifting focus from purely religious themes to worldly subjects.

Investiture: The formal installation of a person into an office or position of authority, central to
the medieval conflict between the Pope and secular rulers.

-
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Investiture contest: A medieval struggle between the Pope and emperors over who had the
authority to appoint bishops and other church officials.

Machiavelli: An Italian thinker of the Renaissance period, famous for The Prince, who argued
that rulers should use practical and sometimes ruthless methods to maintain power.

Montesquieu: An 18th-century French philosopher best known for The Spirit of the Laws;who
introduced the principle of separation of powers to protect liberty.

Personal rights: The entitlements of individuals to liberty, property, and justice, which gained
prominence during the Renaissance and Reformation.

Philosopher: A thinker who seeks wisdom and knowledge by questioning fundamental aspects
of life, society, and existence.

Plato: A Greek philosopher (427-347 BCE) whose work The Republic explored justice, the ideal
state, and the role of education, advocating rule by philosopher-kings.

Political philosopher: A thinker who studies the nature of power, authority, and governance,
often proposing ideas about how societies should be organised.

Political science: The systematic study of governance, political institutions, and the behaviour of
individuals within society.

Pope: The spiritual leader of the Catholic. Church, who held significant authority in medieval
Europe, often rivaling kings and emperors.

Reformation: A 16th-century religioussmovement that challenged the authority of the Catholic
Church and led to the rise of Protestant denominations.

Renaissance: A period of cultural and intellectual revival in Europe between the 14th and 17th
centuries, marked by renewed interest in classical learning.

Separation of powers: The division of government into distinct branches (executive, legislative,
and judicial) to prevent tyranny and protect liberty, introduced by Montesquieu.

Social contract: An agreement among individuals to surrender certain freedoms to a sovereign
authority in exchange for security and order, as proposed by Hobbes.

Theology: The study of the nature of God and religious belief, often integrated with philosophy
during the Middle Ages.

Thomas Aquinas: A medieval philosopher who combined Christian theology with Aristotelian
philosophy, arguing that political authority was part of God’s natural order.

Thomas Hobbes: A 17th-century English philosopher best known for Leviathan, who argued
that only a strong central authority could maintain peace and prevent conflict.

Concept Check Questions [Series 1]
Objective questions

1. Which century did the Reformation occur in? (Linked to SLO 2.5)

-
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3.
4.

5.

Who proposed the idea of the social contract? (Linked to SLO 2.3)
Which Greek philosopher wrote The Republic? (Linked to SLO 2.2)
What principle did Montesquieu introduce to preserve liberty? (Linked to SLO 2.3)

What does the term Renaissance mean? (Linked to SLO 2.5)

Short-answer questions

6. Define the term “city state” and explain its significance in ancient Greece. (Linked to
SLO 2.1)

7. Describe one key difference between Plato’s and Aristotle’s approaches to social thought.
(Linked to SLO 2.2)

8. Explain the investiture contest and its importance in medieval society. (Linked to SLO
2.4)

9. Identify two features of humanism during the Renaissance. (Linked to SLO 2.5)

10. Summarise Thomas Aquinas’ contribution to medieval social thought. (Linked to SLO
2.4)

Long-answer questions

11.

Analyse Hobbes’ view of human nature and explain how it shaped his idea of the social

contract. (Linked to SLO 2.3)

12.

Evaluate the influence of the Church and Papal authority on medieval social thought.

(Linked to SLO 2.4)

13.

Discuss the transition from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance and Reformation,

highlighting the decline of Papal and imperial powers and the rise of personal rights. (Linked to
SLO 2.5)

Answers to Concept Check\Questions [Series 1]
Objective questions

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

16th century.

Thomas Hobbes.
Plato.

Separation of powers.

Rebirth.

Short-answer questions

6.

A city state was a small, self-governing political unit consisting of a city and its

surrounding territory. In ancient Greece, city states such as Athens and Sparta became centres of
political experimentation and philosophical inquiry.

-
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7. Plato emphasised idealism and the pursuit of truth, while Aristotle focused on empirical
observation and practical reasoning.

8. The investiture contest was a conflict between the Pope and secular rulers over who had
the authority to appoint bishops. It symbolised the struggle between spiritual and political
authority in medieval Europe.

9. Humanism emphasised human potential and dignity, and encouraged the study of
classical texts and worldly subjects.

10. Thomas Aquinas integrated Christian theology with Aristotelian philosophy, arguing that
political authority was part of God’s natural order.

Long-answer questions

11. Basic response: Hobbes believed that human beings are naturally selfish and driven by
fear of death and desire for power. To avoid chaos, he proposed the social contract, where
individuals surrender freedoms to a sovereign authority for security. Value-added response:
Beyond the Series, learners may note that Hobbes’ ideas influenced later debates on state power,
liberalism, and constitutional design, and continue to shape modern diseussions about authority
and individual rights.

12. Basic response: The Church dominated medieval society, with the Pope holding authority
that rivalled kings and emperors. Philosophers‘often reinforced this authority by integrating faith
with reason. Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that the Church’s influence
extended to education, law, and morality, and that its dominance created tensions that eventually
contributed to the Reformation and the rise of secular governance.

13. Basic response: The transition involved the decline of Papal and imperial powers, the
intellectual revival of the Renaissance, and the emergence of personal rights and freedom. Value-
added response: Learners may expand by noting that this transition laid the foundation for
modern democracy, encouraged scientific inquiry, and reshaped European society by promoting
individualism and challenging hierarchical structures.

nswers to Pilot Questions [Series 1]
Part 1.1

o Geography, trade, and warfare contributed to the rise of the Greek City States.

o Plato’s vision of the ideal society was one ruled by philosopher-kings guided by wisdom
and virtue.

e Aristotle’s key work Politics examined different forms of government.

e Aristotle emphasised empirical observation and practical reasoning, while Plato focused
on idealism and the pursuit of truth.

e A city state was a small, self-governing political unit consisting of a city and its
surrounding territory.

Part 1.2

-
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o Hobbes believed human beings are naturally selfish and driven by fear of death and
desire for power, which shaped his idea of the social contract.

e Machiavelli’s book The Prince emphasised the practical realities of ruling.
e Machiavelli’s philosophy is often summarised by the phrase “the ends justify the means™.
e Montesquieu introduced the principle of separation of powers to preserve political liberty.

e Montesquieu’s ideas influenced modern democratic systems, including the constitutions
of France and the United States.

Part 1.3

e The Church played a dominant role in shaping medieval society, influencing education,
law, and morality.

o The investiture contest was a conflict between the Pope and secular rulers over
appointments of bishops.

e According to the Pope, only the Church had authority to appoint bishops.

e Thomas Aquinas integrated Christian theology with. Aristotelian philosophy to explain
political authority.

o Key features of medieval social thought included the dominance of the Church, conflict
between spiritual and secular authority, and integration of theology with philosophy.

Part 1.4

o The term Renaissance means “rebirth” and emphasised renewed interest in classical
learning and values.

e Humanism was a movement that emphasised human potential and dignity, encouraging
the study of classical texts and worldly subjects.

e The Reformation occurred in the 16th century.

e The decline of Papal and imperial powers allowed new political ideas to emerge and
encouraged greater emphasis on individual rights.

o  Concepts of personal rights and freedom gained prominence, with thinkers arguing for
liberty, property, and justice for individuals.

Réferences and Attributions [Series 1]

This section compiles references and attributions for Series 1: Origins of Social Thought: From
Greek City States to the Middle Ages. It includes suggested sources for illustrations, open
educational resources (OERs), and Al-generated prompts. The referencing style used here
follows APA guidelines for clarity and consistency.

Textual references
e Hobbes, T. (1651). Leviathan. London: Andrew Crooke.

-
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e Machiavelli, N. (1532). The Prince. Florence: Antonio Blado d’Asola.

e Montesquieu, C. (1748). The Spirit of the Laws. Geneva: Barrillot & Fils.
e Plato. (c. 380 BCE). The Republic. Athens.

e Auristotle. (c. 350 BCE). Politics. Athens.

e Aquinas, T. (1265-1274). Summa Theologica. Paris.

e Course code: SOC 201
e Course title: History of Social Thought

e Course credit load: 4

Series 2: Philosophical Foundations: Plato, Aristotle,
Hobbes, Machiavelli, and Montesquieu

2.1 Plato and the 1deal State

e 2.1.1 Plato’s vision of justice and the Republic
e 2.1.2 The concept of philosopher-kings
e 2.1.3 Eduecation and the pursuit of truth

2.2 Aristotle and Practical Politics

e 2.2.1 Classification of governments
e 2.2.2 The golden mean and balance in society
o 2.2.3 Empirical observation and political science

2.3 Hobbes and the Social Contract

e 2.3.1 Human nature and the state of nature
e 2.3.2 The Leviathan and sovereign authority
e 2.3.3 Security and order in society

2.4 Machiavelli and Power in Governance

L)
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e 2.4.1 The Prince and political realism
e 2.4.2 The ends justify the means
e 2.4.3 Pragmatism in leadership

2.5 Montesquieu and Political Liberty

e 2.5.1 The Spirit of the Laws
e 2.5.2 Separation of powers
e 2.5.3 Influence on modern democracy

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored the origins of social thought, tracing its development from the
Greek City States through the Middle Ages and into the Renaissance and Reformation. Building
on that foundation, this Series turns to the philosophical contributions of some of the most
influential thinkers whose ideas shaped the way societies are organised and governed. Their
works continue to provide essential insights into justice, power, liberty, and the role of authority,
making this Series highly relevant to your broader study of social thought.

The aim of this Series is to examine the philosophical foundations laid by Plato, Aristotle,
Hobbes, Machiavelli, and Montesquieu, and to equip you with the ability to analyse their ideas
critically and evaluate their impact on social and political theory.

We shall commence this Series by studying Plato’s vision of the ideal state, justice, and the role
of philosopher-kings. Next, we will move on to Aristotle’s practical politics, focusing on his
classification of governments and the golden mean. Following that, we will examine Hobbes’
social contract and his views on human nature and sovereign authority. Moving on, we will
consider Machiavelli’s pragmatic approach to power and governance as presented in The Prince.
Finally, we will conclude with Montesquieu’s contributions to political liberty, particularly his
principle of separation of powers.and its influence on modern democracy.

Series Learniftg Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

SLO 2.1 explain Plato’s vision of justice and the ideal state as presented in The Republic,

SLO 2.2 analyse Aristotle’s classification of governments and his emphasis on balance in
society,

SLO 2.3 define Hobbes’ concept of the social contract and evaluate its role in maintaining order,
SLO 2.4 describe Machiavelli’s principles of power and governance as outlined in The Prince,

SLO 2.5 examine Montesquieu’s principle of separation of powers and assess its influence on
modern democracy.

-
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2.1 Plato And The Ideal State

2.1.1 Plato’s vision of justice and the Republic

Plato was a Greek philosopher (427-347 BCE) whose work The Republic remains one of the
most influential texts in social and political thought. A philosopher is defined as a thinker who
seeks wisdom and knowledge by questioning fundamental aspects of life, society, and existence.
In The Republic, Plato explored the meaning of justice, which he defined as each individual
performing the role suited to their nature within society.

Plato argued that justice is achieved when harmony exists between the three classes of society:
rulers, auxiliaries (soldiers), and producers (workers). He believed that injustice arises when
individuals act outside their proper roles.

Fill in the blank: Plato defined justice as each individual performing the * . suited to their nature
within society.

-
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Box 1.96: Plato’s Tripariite Theory & Society
A Model of Justice in The Republic

1. Rulers (Philostoper-Kings)

« Reason/Wisdom
« Guardians
* Goal: Justice/Order

2. Auxiliaries (Warriors/Military)
Hiearchy of Functions \ / Interependence

& Virutes & Harmony
Nk,

« Spirit/Courrge
N « Goal: Security

>

3. Producers (Farmers/Craftesmen)

R SRR

Appetite/Desire
Workers
* Goal: Sustentante/Wealth

Overall Impact:
Plato's triptraite society is a foundatonal concept in political philosophy, advoctating a just state
achieved threved through speciainztion, hiearichy, the cultivation ad ior of virtue amang its

citizens.
OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:13:05 AM WAT

Diagram showing Plato’s tripartite division of society: rulers, auxiliaries, and producers. Figure
2.1:.Plato s vision of justice in society

2.1.2 The concept of philosopher-kings

Plato introduced the idea of philosopher-kings, defined as rulers who possess wisdom, virtue,
and knowledge of the truth. He argued that only such leaders could govern justly, since they
would act in the interest of the whole community rather than for personal gain.

This concept reflects Plato’s belief that governance should be based on knowledge rather than
ambition. He maintained that philosopher-kings, trained in philosophy and reason, would be
uniquely qualified to lead society towards justice and stability.

-
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Fill in the blank: Plato believed that society should be governed by who possess wisdom and
virtue.

i

> e e i g -
Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:14:01 AM WAT

Box 1.86: Plato at the Academy
OER Image

Image of Plato teaching his students in the Academy. Plate 2.2: Plato teaching in the Academy

2.1.3 Education and the pursuit of truth

For Plato, education was central to achieving justice and cultivating philosopher-kings.
Education is defined as the process of acquiring knowledge, skills, and values through structured
learning. He believed that education should guide individuals from the world of appearances to
the world of truth, represented in his famous Allegory of the Cave.

-
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In this allegory, Plato described prisoners chained in a cave who mistake shadows for reality.
Only through education and philosophical reasoning can individuals escape the cave and
perceive the true forms of justice, goodness, and beauty.

Fill in the blank: In Plato’s Allegory of the Cave, prisoners mistake  for reality until they are

educated.

Box 1.97: Plato's Key Philoasocical & Society

A Summary of Justice, Rulers & Education

Concept Description Key Dialogues/
Analogies
1. Harmony of the soul & Harmony of the soul & * The Republic (entire Soul/
society; each perfrms function perfons funnction (Reason, (1/Society)
(Justice in the city is parallel Rection).
justice individual.
2. Phiisopher-Kings (Rulers) Ideal rulers are those with wisdom * The Republic (orver state,
trained phibisoapphy to reason; trained to Guardians
foed cilty through justice city understand philestand for the
not themselval. the Good it the whole city, not
theunselves.
3. Education The lifelone process to tuning  * Alle Republic f the Cave,

City-states, mixes/Cratecreant
Wokerns

orm to minls truth; liberates
gynnssizsicss, mathematics
and dialectic

Allegory of the Cave,
Divided Line

Overall Impact: Plato’s philossophy emphccaize fossteuit purfe truth, virtue, and a just soiety,
societ soeity governed by reaned by reason, laying layinse foundation for Western political thought
and empis conslosonge.

OER Chart

OER Diagram

Created: Saturday, January 32:,r2026dat 11:18:00 AM WAT

eate

Box 2:1: Key features of Plato’s philosophy

Pilot

questions 2.1

1. How did Plato define justice in The Republic?

2. What are the three classes in Plato’s vision of society?

-
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3. Who are philosopher-kings and why did Plato believe they should rule?
4. What role did education play in Plato’s philosophy?

5. What lesson is conveyed in Plato’s Allegory of the Cave?

2.2 Aristotle And Practical Politics

2.2.1 Classification of governments

Aristotle was a Greek philosopher (384-322 BCE) and a student of Plato, often regarded as the
father of political science, defined as the systematic study of governance, political institutions,
and the behaviour of individuals within society. In his work Politics, Aristotle classified
governments into three main types: monarchy, aristocracy, and polity. He also identified their
corrupt forms: tyranny, oligarchy, and democracy (in its negative sense at the time).

Aristotle’s classification was based on who rules and for whose benefit. He argued that good
governments rule for the common good, while corrupt governments serve only the interests of
rulers. This framework provided a foundation for later political analysis.

Fill in the blank: Aristotle classified governments into monarchy, aristocracy, and _ , along
with their corrupt forms.

-
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Aristotle’s Classification of Governments
A Typology of Political Constitutions from The Politics

Correct Forms Deviant/Corrupt Forms
Monochry Tyrany
&/ + Aim: Common Good \gg * Aim: Self-Interest
* Virtue: Wisdom * Virturts: Monachy

| |
| '

Aristorcacy Few Oligarchy
w
€ X | Ao Merit/\fi “—»| ;m - Am:
;‘? ¥ * Aim: Merit/Virtue Corruption 6 Aim: Wealth/Power

« Virtue: Excellence * Corupts: Aristocacy

| Corruption |

Polity (Rule by Many Democracy
* Mixxed Constitution O.i » Aim: Mob Rule/Poor
« Virtue: Liberty/Wealth a' . Corupts: Polity

Overall Impact: Aristolle's classification from “Poltics’ provides foundantoal frameswork for

for analyring govenments the number of number of rulers and rulers and their ethical aims,
influnenige centuries of political science.

OER Diagram. Created: Saturslay, January 31, 2026 at 11:15:26 AM WAT

Diagram showing Aristotle’s classification of governments and their corrupt forms. Figure 2.2:
Aristotle’s classification of governments

2.2.2 The golden mean and balance in society

Aristotle introduced the concept of the golden mean, defined as the desirable middle ground
between extremes of excess and deficiency. He believed that moderation was essential for both
personal virtue and social stability. For example, courage lies between recklessness and
cowardice.

Applied to politics, the golden mean suggested that balanced governance avoids extremes of
power and ensures fairness. This idea reinforced Aristotle’s belief that the best government is
one that promotes the common good and maintains harmony among social groups.

-
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Fill in the blank: Aristotle’s concept of the golden mean emphasised moderation between
extremes of  and deficiency.

Box 1.98: Aristolle’s Golden Mean

Examples of Virtue Between Excess & Deficiency

Deficiency (Vice) The Golden Mean (Virtue) Exess (Vice)
Cowardice Courage Rashness
Stinginess Generaity Prodigalty

Humility (False Modesty) | Proper Pride/Magnaniuinty Vanity/Arrogage
Vanity/Arrogange Self-Indullgnce
Apathy Temperance Wittineis
Boorishness Wittineis Buffuonery

Overall Impact: Aristolle's concept the Golden Mean, detailed in his Nicomachan Etttics,
remains thtal principle, advocating for foudantoral balance and moderation in character and
condact to achieve human flushrhing (Eudomiania).

OER Chart Created: Saturday, January 31,2026 at 11:16:01 AM WAT

Box 2.2: Examples of Aristotle’s golden mean

2.2.3 Empirical observation and political science

Unlike Plato, Aristotle emphasised empirical observation, defined as the practice of gathering
knowledge through direct experience and evidence. He studied actual constitutions of Greek city
states to understand how governments functioned in reality. This approach marked a shift from
idealism to practical reasoning.
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Aristotle’s reliance on observation and classification laid the groundwork for political science as
a discipline. His method encouraged later scholars to study society systematically, using
evidence to support theories about governance and social organisation.

Fill in the blank: Aristotle emphasised  observation, studying actual constitutions to
understand how governments functioned.

Box 1.99: Aristotle Teaching The Politics

OER Image Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:17:00 AM WAT

Image of Aristotle teaching students while examining scrolls of constitutions. Plate 2.3: Aristotle
studying constitutions

Pilot questions 2.2
1. What are the three main types of government identified by Aristotle?
o
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2. What corrupt forms of government did Aristotle describe?
3. What does the golden mean represent in Aristotle’s philosophy?
4. How does the golden mean apply to governance?

5. What method did Aristotle use to study governments, and how did it differ from Plato’s
approach?

2.3 Hobbes And The Social Contract

2.3.1 Human nature and the state of nature

Thomas Hobbes was a 17th-century English philosopher best known for his work Leviathan. A
philosopher is defined as a thinker who studies fundamental questions about existence, society,
and governance. Hobbes argued that human beings are naturally selfish, competitive, and fearful.
He described the state of nature as a condition without government, where life would be
“solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.”

In this state, individuals would constantly struggle for survival, leading to conflict and insecurity.
Hobbes believed that only a strong authority could prevent chaos and ensure peace.

Fill in the blank: Hobbes described life in the state of nature as “solitary, poor, nasty,  , and
short.”

-
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Box 1.100: Hobbes Writing Leviahtan

OER Image Created: Saturday, January 31. 2026 at 11:17:42 AM WAT

Image of Hobbes writing Leviathan with symbolic imagery of conflict and order. Plate 2.4:
Hobbes reflecting on the state of nature

2.3.2 The Leviathan and sovereign authority

In Leviathan, Hobbes introduced the concept of the sovereign, defined as the ultimate authority
in society that holds absolute power to enforce laws and maintain order. He argued that
individuals must enter into a social contract, which is an agreement to surrender certain
freedoms to the sovereign in exchange for protection and stability.

The sovereign could be a monarch or an assembly, but Hobbes insisted that its authority must be
absolute to prevent society from collapsing back into the state of nature.

-
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Fill in the blank: Hobbes argued that individuals must enter into a ____ contract, surrendering
freedoms for protection and stability.

Box 1.101: Hobbes’ Social Contract

Individuals Surwerting Fredoms to a Sovergan Authority

K&xﬁ o
%y

°@§ Individuals in the S

State of Nature
TE %"%o
t & % i

The Social Contract
(Pact Submission)

Surrender Freedoms ‘ ‘ Gain: Order &

(Fear) \ e Protectlon (Security)

Enforcement of Laws------------

—— Protectlon

Soverlgn Authorlty
(The Leviawin)

Overall Impact:
Hobbes' social contract theory posits that individuals wilinnlly surrender their freedoms to

authority to a absolute sovergin power the brutal "statal "stutal "state of nature and
establish and peace, stability & collective security

OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:18:34 AM |

Diagram showing Hobbes’ social contract: individuals surrendering freedoms to a sovereign
authority. Figure 2.3: Hobbes’ model of the social contract

2.3.3 Security and order in society

For Hobbes, the primary purpose of government was to provide security and order. Security is
defined as protection from harm or danger, while order refers to the structured organisation of
society under rules and authority. Without these, Hobbes believed that human life would be
unstable and violent.

-
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His theory emphasised the necessity of strong central authority, even at the cost of limiting
individual freedoms. This perspective continues to influence debates about the balance between
liberty and security in modern political thought.

Fill in the blank: Hobbes believed that the primary purpose of government was to provide .
and order.

Hobbes’ Key Philasocical Ideas
A Summary of Social Contract & Authority

Concept Description Key Work/Phrases
1. State of Nature Life without government; | Bellum omnium contra
Life without; “war of all | omes” solitary, poor, nasty,
against all” brutis, and short
2. Social Contract Individuals surrender Pact, Covenant,
donis rights for Surrnder Freedoms
security/order
3. Soverigan Authority | Absolute power to Leviathan, Absluet
enforse peace & law Fear/Protection
law

Overall Impact: Hobbes’ political phlosophy on the social contract and
soverirenty laid the graakwoird for modern frmodern political thoug,emparaizing

the neneed a strong central authority to escape a chaos of chaos the state of
nature.

OER Chart
Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:19:08 AM WAT

Box 2.3: Key features of Hobbes’ philosophy

Pilot questions 2.3
1. How did Hobbes describe human life in the state of nature?
2. What is the social contract according to Hobbes?
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3. Why did Hobbes argue that sovereign authority must be absolute?
4. What is the primary purpose of government in Hobbes’ philosophy?

5. How does Hobbes’ theory balance liberty and security?

2.4 Machiavelli And Power In Governance

2.4.1 The Prince and political realism

Niccolo Machiavelli was a Renaissance thinker whose most famous work, The Prince, offered a
pragmatic view of politics. A statesman is defined as a person skilled in' managing public affairs
and governance. Machiavelli argued that rulers must focus on practical realities rather than moral
ideals, emphasising that power is maintained through strategy, adaptability, and sometimes
ruthless measures.

His approach is often described as political realism, defined as the perspective that politics
should be understood in terms of power and practical outcomes tather than ideals. This marked a
departure from earlier philosophical traditions that prioritised virtue and justice.

Fill in the blank: Machiavelli’s approach is often described as . realism, focusing on power
and practical outcomes.

-
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Box 1.102: Machicwalli Writing The Prince

OER Image Created: Saturday, January 31,2026 at 11:20:10 AM WAT

Image of Machiavelli writing The Prince in Renaissance Florence. Plate 2.5: Machiavelli
composing The Prince

2.4.2 The ends justify the means

One of Machiavelli’s most famous ideas is summarised by the phrase “the ends justify the
means.” This means that rulers should prioritise results over the morality of their actions. For
Machiavelli, maintaining power and stability was more important than adhering to traditional
virtues.

This principle challenged conventional views of leadership, suggesting that deception,
manipulation, or even cruelty could be acceptable if they achieved political stability. It remains
one of the most debated aspects of Machiavelli’s philosophy.

-
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Fill in the blank: Machiavelli’s principle “the ends justify the means” suggests that rulers should
prioritise _ over morality.

Box 1.103: Machicvalli’s Key Ideas

A Summary of Power, Governance & Political Realism

Concept Description Key Work/Phrases
1. Political Realism Focus on how politics *is, not how “The end justifies, “Veritd
theoriize effectivenes della meas”
2. Virtu (Skill/Ability)  The qualities needed for a ruler “The Prince”
to mainir to maintain power, like Foundations della power”

corehiegeht, and decisisivas

3. Fortuna (Fortune) The role of chance & luck in politics; a  'Half our actions are ruler must

mecistius adapt it

4. Human Nature Humans are inherently selfish, fickle, “Half our actions,
driven by self-interest are goverened by it
and fear

4. Human Nature “Men are ungraftul, fickle, and “Men are unceful, and

liars, and deceves”

Overall Impact: Machicvall’s politosapy, particularly in “The Prince,” is a faundonanal text
of political realical realism, emphraziig a pragmatic acquisition & maintenance of power over
ethical inal considerations, and profounind influeenice Western political thought.

OER Chart Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:21:00 AM WAT

Box 2.4: Key features of Machiavelli’s philosophy

2.4.3 Pragmatism in leadership

Machiavelli emphasised pragmatism, defined as a practical approach to problems and decisions,
focusing on effectiveness rather than ideals. He argued that rulers must be flexible, adjusting
their strategies according to circumstances. For example, a leader might need to appear virtuous
in public while acting ruthlessly in private to secure power.

-
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This pragmatic view of leadership highlighted the importance of perception, adaptability, and
control. Machiavelli’s insights continue to influence modern discussions about political strategy
and leadership styles.

Fill in the blank: Machiavelli emphasised _ in leadership, focusing on effectiveness rather than
ideals.

Box 1.104: Machiavalli’s Pragamtic Leadership Model
Adaptability, Perception & Control in The Prince

Adaptability

NN
AN

(Fortuna)

The Prince
(Machiaelli)

Perception

(Appearance vs. Reality)

Control
(Virtu & Power)

YO O\

Overall Impact: Machiavall’s model emphcizes the abiity the navigate political realities,

maintain power through cuning and strength, and to adapt to changing circustanc:e,
effective rule over ethical considrations.

OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:21:45 AM WAT

Diagram showing Machiavelli’s pragmatic leadership model: adaptability, perception, and
control. Figure 2.4: Machiavelli’s pragmatic leadership model

Pilot questions 2.4

1. What is political realism and how did Machiavelli apply it in The Prince?

-
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2. What does the phrase “the ends justify the means” imply about leadership?
3. How did Machiavelli’s ideas challenge traditional views of virtue in politics?
4. What role does pragmatism play in Machiavelli’s philosophy of leadership?

5. Why are Machiavelli’s ideas still relevant in modern discussions of politics and
leadership?

2.5 Montesquieu And Political Liberty
2.5.1 The Spirit of the Laws

Montesquieu was an 18th-century French philosopher whose most influential work, The Spirit
of the Laws, examined how laws and institutions shape society. A law is defined as a system of
rules created and enforced by social or governmental institutions to regulate behaviour.
Montesquieu argued that laws must reflect the conditions of each society, including its
geography, climate, and traditions.

He believed that no single system of governance could suit all societies, and that laws should be
adapted to local contexts. This comparative approach made his work distinctive and highly
influential in shaping modern political thought.

Fill in the blank: Montesquieu argued that laws must reflect the  of each society, including
geography and traditions.

-
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Box 1.105: Montesquieu Writing The Spirit of the Laws

OER Image Created: Saturday. January 31, 2026 at 11:23.21 AM WAT

Image of Montesquieu writing The Spirit of the Laws. Plate 2.6: Montesquieu composing The
Spirit of the Laws

2.5.2 Separation of powers

Montesquieu introduced the principle of separation of powers, defined as the division of
government into distinct branches—executive, legislative, and judicial—to prevent tyranny and
protect liberty. He argued that liberty could only be preserved when power was not concentrated
in one authority.

This principle became a cornerstone of modern democratic systems, influencing the constitutions
of countries such as the United States and France. By ensuring that each branch of government
could check the others, Montesquieu provided a framework for balanced governance.

-
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Fill in the blank: Montesquieu’s principle of separation of powers divides government into
executive, legislative, and  branches.

Montestugieu's Separation of Powers
A Model of Checks & Balances in The Spirit of the Laws

alances Cheg
c“s&B s By
a o)~ e,
Y Ny
T b o H?
Legislative Exective Judicial
Branch W Branch TIELS Branch
« Makes laws * Enforces laws * Interprets laws
« Holds power ofthe |~ veto | * Commands military |mpechenn| * Interprets
the purse * Ensuras justice
* Veto power

Box 1.106: Montesquieu's Separation of the Powers OER Diagram Created: Satwrday, 31,2026 at 11.24:06 AM WAT

Overall Impact

Montesquieu's theory inoftsehced influenced to modern democratic condenontrratic constitutiong
constitutions, Woit a lanntectiace thavis aindrusticnted andther offenetors the viills oreee yourss, and
Iberty are prowenit fon the liberty and prevenitt of tyrany.

Diagram showing Montesquieu’s separation of powers with three branches of government.
Figure 2.5: Montesquieu’s separation of powers

2.5.3 Influence on modern democracy

Montesquieu’s ideas had a profound impact on the development of modern democracy.
Democracy is defined as a system of government in which power is vested in the people, who
exercise it directly or through elected representatives. His principle of separation of powers was
adopted in the United States Constitution and later influenced other democratic systems
worldwide.
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By promoting checks and balances, Montesquieu ensured that no single branch of government
could dominate. His emphasis on liberty and balanced governance continues to shape political
institutions today.

Fill in the blank: Montesquieu’s principle of separation of powers was adopted in the
Constitution and influenced other democracies.

Montestugieu's Key Philosopical Ideas
A Summary of Laws, Liberty & the Separation Powers

Concept Description Key Work/Phrases

1. Separation of Powers Dividing government into The Spirit of | Lass
* Holds power of the Legistative & Juddical Checks & Balances
Judical branches branches

Peace am mind from
2. Civil Liberty feeling saf¢, requires rule law & tranqulity
separation of powers

3. Types of Government Republics (virtue), Monachies The Spirit of the Lass
Despotisims (honor, (fear)

Overall Impact

Montesquieu's theory thersories fundamentely influenced to modern democatic thoughts,
thought, avocicating for constitutional limits “ies to power to protect individul alities and prevent
tyrany.

OER Chart OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 1124:44 AM WAT

Box 2.5: Key features of Montesquieu’s philosophy

Pilot questions 2.5
1. What was Montesquieu’s main argument in 7he Spirit of the Laws?

2. What is meant by the principle of separation of powers?
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3. Which three branches of government did Montesquieu identify?
4. How did Montesquieu’s ideas influence modern democratic systems?

5. Why is the principle of checks and balances important in governance?

Series Summary

This Series has focused on the philosophical foundations of social and political thought,
highlighting the contributions of five influential thinkers whose ideas continue to shape modern
understandings of justice, governance, and liberty. Its purpose has been to provide you with a
deeper appreciation of how these philosophers addressed fundamental questions about society,
power, and authority, and why their insights remain relevant to contemporary debates:

We began with Plato’s vision of justice and the ideal state, then moved on to Aristotle’s practical
politics and his classification of governments. Following that, we examined Hobbes’ concept of
the social contract and his emphasis on sovereign authority, béfore considering Machiavelli’s
pragmatic approach to power and leadership. Finally, we explored Montesquieu’s principle of
separation of powers and its influence on modern democracy. By completing this Series, you
should now be able to explain Plato’s ideas on justice, analyse Atistotle’s classification of
governments, define Hobbes’ social contract, desctibe Machiavelli’s principles of governance,
and examine Montesquieu’s contributions to pelitical liberty, as outlined in the Series Learning
Outcomes.

Glossary of Terms
Aristotle: A Greek philosopher (384-322 BCE), often regarded as the father of political science,
who emphasised observation and practical reasoning in studying governments and society.

Democracy: A system of government in which power is vested in the people, who exercise it
directly or through elected representatives.

Education: The process of acquiring knowledge, skills, and values through structured learning,
which Plato considered essential for cultivating philosopher-kings.

Empirical observation; The practice of gathering knowledge through direct experience and
evidence, emphasised by Aristotle in his study of constitutions.

Golden mean: Aristotle’s concept of moderation, defined as the desirable middle ground
between extremes of excess and deficiency.

Hobbes: A 17th-century English philosopher best known for Leviathan, who argued that only a
strong sovereign authority could maintain peace and order.

Human nature: Hobbes’ idea that people are naturally selfish, competitive, and fearful, which
leads to conflict without government.

Justice: In Plato’s philosophy, the principle that each individual should perform the role suited
to their nature within society.

-
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Law: A system of rules created and enforced by social or governmental institutions to regulate
behaviour, central to Montesquieu’s work The Spirit of the Laws.

Machiavelli: A Renaissance thinker famous for The Prince, who argued that rulers must be
pragmatic and sometimes ruthless to maintain power.

Montesquieu: An 18th-century French philosopher who introduced the principle of separation of
powers and influenced modern democratic constitutions.

Philosopher: A thinker who seeks wisdom and knowledge by questioning fundamental aspects
of life, society, and governance.

Philosopher-kings: Plato’s idea of rulers who possess wisdom, virtue, and knowledge of the
truth, and are therefore best suited to govern society.

Political realism: Machiavelli’s perspective that politics should be understood in terms of power
and practical outcomes rather than ideals.

Political science: The systematic study of governance, political institutions; and the behaviour of
individuals within society, pioneered by Aristotle.

Pragmatism: A practical approach to problems and decisions, focusing on effectiveness rather
than ideals, emphasised by Machiavelli in leadership.

Separation of powers: Montesquieu’s principle of dividing government into executive,
legislative, and judicial branches to prevent tyranny and protect liberty.

Social contract: Hobbes’ idea of an agreement in which individuals surrender certain freedoms
to a sovereign authority in exchange for protection and stability.

Sovereign: In Hobbes’ philosophy, the ultimate authority in society that holds absolute power to
enforce laws and maintain order.

State of nature: Hobbes’ description of life without government, where existence would be
insecure and violent.

The Republic: Plato’s influential work exploring justice, the ideal state, and the role of
education.

The Spirit of the Laws: Montesquieu’s major work examining how laws and institutions shape
society and introducing the principle of separation of powers.

The Prince: Machiavelli’s famous book offering a pragmatic view of politics, focusing on
power, strategy, and leadership.

Virtue: A quality of moral excellence, which Plato emphasised in rulers and Aristotle linked to
moderation through the golden mean.

Concept Check Questions [Series 2]
Objective questions

1. Who wrote The Republic? (Linked to SLO 2.1)
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2. Which Greek philosopher is regarded as the father of political science? (Linked to SLO
2.2)

3. What phrase did Hobbes use to describe life in the state of nature? (Linked to SLO 2.3)
4. Which book by Machiavelli emphasised pragmatic leadership? (Linked to SLO 2.4)

5. What principle did Montesquieu introduce to prevent tyranny and protect liberty?
(Linked to SLO 2.5)

Short-answer questions

6. Explain Plato’s concept of philosopher-kings and why he believed they should rule.
(Linked to SLO 2.1)

7. Describe Aristotle’s idea of the golden mean and give one example. (Linked to SLO 2.2)
8. Define Hobbes’ social contract and explain its purpose. (Linked to SLO 2.3)
9. Summarise Machiavelli’s principle “the ends justify the means” intelation to

governance. (Linked to SLO 2.4)

10. Identify the three branches of government in Montesquieu’s principle of separation of
powers. (Linked to SLO 2.5)

Long-answer questions

11. Analyse Plato’s vision of justice in The Republic and explain how it relates to social
harmony. (Linked to SLO 2.1)

12. Evaluate Aristotle’s classification of governments, highlighting the distinction between
good and corrupt forms. (Linked to SLO 2.2)

13. Discuss Hobbes’ view of human nature and explain how it shaped his idea of the social
contract. (Linked to SLO 2.3)

14. Assess Machiavelli’s contribution to political thought, focusing on pragmatism and
political realism. (Linked to SLO 2.4)

15. Examine Montesquieu’s influence on modern democracy through his principle of
separation. of powers. (Linked to SLO 2.5)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2]
Objective questions

1. Plato.
2. Aristotle.
3. “Solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.”
4. The Prince.
5. Separation of powers.
Short-answer questions

-
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6. Philosopher-kings are rulers who possess wisdom, virtue, and knowledge of the truth.
Plato believed they should rule because they would act in the interest of the whole community
rather than for personal gain.

7. The golden mean is the desirable middle ground between extremes of excess and
deficiency. For example, courage lies between recklessness and cowardice.

8. Hobbes’ social contract is an agreement in which individuals surrender certain freedoms
to a sovereign authority in exchange for protection and stability.

9. The principle “the ends justify the means” suggests that rulers should prioritise results
over the morality of their actions, allowing deception or cruelty if it secures political stability.

10. Executive, legislative, and judicial.
Long-answer questions

11. Basic response: Plato defined justice as each individual performing the role suited to their
nature, creating harmony among rulers, auxiliaries, and producers. Value-added response:
Learners may add that Plato’s vision influenced later debates on justice, education, and
governance, and continues to inspire discussions about meritocracy and leadership.

12. Basic response: Aristotle classified@overnments into monarchy, aristocracy, and polity,
with their corrupt forms being tyranny,oligarchy, and democracy. Good governments serve the
common good, while corrupt ones serve rulers’ interests. Value-added response: Learners may
expand by noting that Aristotle’s framework influenced constitutional design and remains
relevant in analysing modern political systems.

13. Basic response: Hobbes believed human beings are naturally selfish and fearful, leading
to conflict in the state of nature. His social contract ensured peace by granting absolute authority
to a sovereign. Value-added response: Learners may add that Hobbes’ ideas shaped modern
debates on authority, liberty, and security, influencing constitutional theory and political
philosophy.

14. Basic response: Machiavelli emphasised pragmatism and political realism, arguing that
rulers must adapt and sometimes act ruthlessly to maintain power. Value-added response:
Learners may expand by noting that Machiavelli’s ideas challenged traditional notions of virtue,
influenced modern political strategy, and continue to be debated in leadership studies.

15. Basic response: Montesquieu introduced the principle of separation of powers, dividing
government into executive, legislative, and judicial branches to protect liberty. Value-added
response: Learners may add that his ideas directly influenced the United States Constitution and
other democratic systems, embedding checks and balances as a safeguard against tyranny.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2]
Part 2.1

o Justice is defined as each individual performing the role suited to their nature within
society.

-
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o The three classes in Plato’s vision of society are rulers, auxiliaries (soldiers), and
producers (workers).

e Philosopher-kings are rulers who possess wisdom, virtue, and knowledge of the truth, and
Plato believed they should govern society.

e Education was central to Plato’s philosophy, guiding individuals from appearances to
truth and cultivating philosopher-kings.

o In the Allegory of the Cave, prisoners mistake shadows for reality until they are educated.
Part 2.2

o The three main types of government identified by Aristotle are monarchy, aristocracy,
and polity.

e The corrupt forms of government are tyranny, oligarchy, and democracy (in its negative
sense at the time).

e The golden mean represents moderation between extremes of excess and deficiency.

e Applied to governance, the golden mean suggests balanced rule that avoids extremes and
promotes fairness.

e Aristotle studied actual constitutions through empirical observation, unlike Plato who
focused on ideal forms.

Part 2.3

e Hobbes described human life in the state of nature as “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and
short.”

o The social contract is an agreement in which individuals surrender certain freedoms to a
sovereign authority for protection and stability.

o Hobbes argued that sovereign authority must be absolute to prevent society from
collapsing into the state of nature.

e The primary purpose of government in Hobbes’ philosophy is to provide security and
order.

o ' Hobbes’ theory prioritises security over liberty, limiting freedoms to ensure peace and
stability.

Part 2.4

o  Political realism is the view that politics should be understood in terms of power and
practical outcomes, and Machiavelli applied it in The Prince.

o The phrase “the ends justify the means” implies that rulers should prioritise results over
morality.

e Machiavelli’s ideas challenged traditional views by suggesting that deception or cruelty
could be acceptable if they secured stability.

-

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



e Pragmatism in Machiavelli’s philosophy means focusing on effectiveness and
adaptability rather than ideals.

e Machiavelli’s ideas remain relevant because they highlight strategy, perception, and
adaptability in modern leadership.

Part 2.5

e Montesquieu argued in The Spirit of the Laws that laws must reflect the conditions of
each society.

e The principle of separation of powers means dividing government into distinct branches
to prevent tyranny.

o The three branches of government are executive, legislative, and judicial.

e Montesquieu’s ideas influenced modern democratic systems, including the United States
Constitution.

e Checks and balances are important because they prevent any single branch of government
from dominating.

References and Attributions [Series 2]

This section compiles references and attributions for Series 2: Philosophical Foundations: Plato,
Aristotle, Hobbes, Machiavelli, and Montesquieu. It includes textual references, illustration
sources, and Al-generated prompts. The referencing style follows APA guidelines for clarity and
consistency.

Textual references
e Aristotle. (c. 350 BCE). Politics. Athens.
e Hobbes, T. (1651). Leviathan. London: Andrew Crooke.
e Machiavelli, N. (1532). The Prince. Florence: Antonio Blado d’Asola.
o Montesquieu, C. (1748). The Spirit of the Laws. Geneva: Barrillot & Fils.
e _Plato. (c. 380 BCE). The Republic. Athens.

e Course code: SOC 201
e Course title: History of Social Thought

e Course credit load: 4

-

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Series 3: The Enlightenment and the Law of Human
Progress

3.1 The Enlightenment: Context and Core Ideas

o 3.1.1 Historical background of the Enlightenment
e 3.1.2 Central themes: reason, science, and progress
e 3.1.3 Key thinkers and their contributions

3.2 Rationalism, Science, and Human Progress

e 3.2.1 The role of rationalism in Enlightenment thought
e 3.2.2 Scientific discoveries and their social impact
e 3.2.3 The idea of progress as a guiding principle

3.3 Political Thought and Social Reform

e 3.3.1 Enlightenment views on liberty and rights
e 3.3.2 The social contract revisited in Enlightenment philosophy
e 3.3.3 Influence on revolutions and reforms

3.4 The Law of Human Progress

e 3.4.1 Definition and philosophical foundations
e 3.4.2 Thinkers who advanced the idea of human progress
e 3.4.3 Critiques and limitations of the concept

3.5 Legacy of the Enlightenment

e 3.5.1 Impact on modern democracy and institutions
e 3.5.2 Influence on education and social sciences
e 3.5.3 Continuing relevance in contemporary society

Introduction

In the last Series, we examined the philosophical foundations laid by Plato, Aristotle, Hobbes,
Machiavelli, and Montesquieu, exploring how their ideas shaped early conceptions of justice,
power, and liberty. Building on that foundation, this Series turns to the Enlightenment, a period
often described as the age of reason, where thinkers sought to apply rational inquiry and
scientific discovery to human society. The Enlightenment is central to the history of social

-

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



thought because it introduced the idea of progress as a guiding principle, influencing revolutions,
reforms, and the development of modern institutions.

The aim of this Series is to help you understand the intellectual currents of the Enlightenment
and the concept of the law of human progress, equipping you with the ability to analyse how
these ideas transformed political, social, and cultural life, and why they remain relevant today.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the historical background and core ideas of the
Enlightenment. Next, we will examine the role of rationalism, science, and the emerging belief in
human progress. Following that, we will consider Enlightenment political thought-and its
influence on social reform and revolutions. We will then move on to the law of human progress,
looking at its philosophical foundations, key proponents, and critiques. Finally, we will conclude
by assessing the legacy of the Enlightenment, highlighting its impact on modern democracy,
education, and social sciences, and its continuing relevance in contemporary society.

Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

SLO 3.1 explain the historical background and core ideas of the Enlightenment,

SLO 3.2 analyse the role of rationalism and science in shaping Enlightenment thought,

SLO 3.3 evaluate the Enlightenment’s contributions to political thought and social reform,

SLO 3.4 define the law of human progress and assess its philosophical foundations and critiques,

SLO 3.5 examine the legacy of the Enlightenment and its continuing influence on modern
democracy, education, and social sciences.

3.1 The Enlightenment: Context and Core Ideas
3.1.1 Historical background of the Enlightenment

The Enlightenment was an intellectual and cultural movement of the 17th and 18th centuries
that emphasised reason, science, and progress as guiding principles for human society. Reason is
defined as the capacity for logical thought and critical analysis, which Enlightenment thinkers
believed should replace superstition and tradition as the foundation of knowledge.

This period was shaped by advances in science, philosophy, and political thought, and it
challenged established authority in religion and monarchy. The Enlightenment laid the
groundwork for modern democracy, human rights, and social reform.

Fill in the blank: The Enlightenment was an intellectual movement that emphasised , science,
and progress.

-
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Box 1.107: Enligthement Salon Debate

OER Image Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:26:23 AM WAT

Image of Enlightenment thinkers gathered in discussion. Plate 3.1: Enlightenment thinkers in
debate

3.1.2 Central themes: reason, science, and progress

The Enlightenment promoted several central themes. Science is defined as the systematic study
of the natural world through observation and experimentation. Enlightenment thinkers believed
that scientific discovery could improve society by providing reliable knowledge and practical
solutions.

Another key theme was progress, defined as the belief that human society can advance and
improve over time through knowledge, reform, and innovation. This idea encouraged optimism
about the future and inspired movements for political and social change.

-
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Fill in the blank: Enlightenment thinkers believed that  discovery could improve society by
providing reliable knowledge.

Box 1.108: Enligthenment’s Central Themes
Reason, Science & Progress

L)
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improveent improvmenmt, fundatmenttly reshaping Western thought

OER Diagram
Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11.27:05 AM WAT

Diagram showing the three central themes of the Enlightenment: reason, science, and progress.
Figure 3.1: Central themes of the Enlightenment

3.1.3 Key thinkers and their contributions

Several key thinkers shaped Enlightenment thought. Voltaire championed freedom of speech
and religious tolerance. John Locke emphasised natural rights and the social contract. Jean-
Jacques Rousseau argued for popular sovereignty and the importance of community. Immanuel
Kant highlighted the role of reason and autonomy in moral life.
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These thinkers shared a commitment to challenging traditional authority and promoting human
liberty. Their ideas influenced revolutions in America and France, as well as reforms in
education, law, and governance.

Fill in the blank: John Locke emphasised natural rights and the  contract as foundations of
political society.

Box 1.109: Enligthement’s Key Thinkers & Ideas
A Summary of Major Philosopers & Contributions

Thinker Key Ideas/Contributions Major Works

John Locke Natural Rights (Life, Liberty, Property); Two Treisates of Government;
Consent the Governed, An Essay Concening on the
Empirisism Undrstanding

Jean-Jacques Rousseou | Social Contract; General Will, The Social Sontract,
Popular Sovergienity; Education Reform Emile

Voltarir Freedom of Speech & Religion, Separation| Candide; Leteeriing the Church/
Church/State; Tolerance, Reason Perpetal Peace

Immanuel Kant Categoorial Imperative (Ethics) Critiue of Pure Reason

Transectental Idealism; English Nation Growwund of. Mecthapic Morals

Overall Impact

Enihighhement thinkers laid the foundation for modern Western thought, emhcaizing, individual rights,

and the potential for societal progress, profoundl influencie government, ethics and human understanling.

OER Chart OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:27:47 AM WAT

Box 3.1: Selected Enlightenment thinkers and contributions

Pilot questions 3.1
1. What was the Enlightenment and when did it occur?

2. Which three central themes defined Enlightenment thought?
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3. How did Enlightenment thinkers view science?
4. Name two Enlightenment thinkers and their main contributions.

5. How did the Enlightenment challenge traditional authority?

3.2 Rationalism, Science, and Human Progress

3.2.1 The role of rationalism in Enlightenment thought

Rationalism is the belief that reason is the primary source of knowledge and truth.
Enlightenment thinkers argued that human beings could use rational thought to uncover natural
laws governing society, just as scientists discovered laws of nature. This emphasis_ on rationalism
encouraged critical questioning of tradition, superstition, and authority.

By applying rational inquiry, philosophers sought to build societies based on fairness, justice,
and evidence rather than inherited customs. Rationalism became a cornerstone of Enlightenment
thought, shaping debates about politics, religion, and education.

Fill in the blank: Rationalism is the belief that  is the primary source of knowledge and truth.

-
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Box 1.100: Rationalism: Foundation of Engighement Thought
A Summary of Major Philosopers & Idears

Connecting Reason to Politics, Religion & Education
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Diagram showing rationalism as the foundation of Enlightenment thought. Figure 3.2:
Rationalism as the foundation of Enlightenment thought

3.2.2 Scientific discoveries and their social impact

The Enlightenment was deeply influenced by advances in science, defined as the systematic
study of the natural world through observation and experimentation. Discoveries in physics,
astronomy, and biology demonstrated the power of human reason to explain phenomena and
improve life.

Scientific progress inspired confidence that society itself could be studied and improved. For
example, Isaac Newton’s laws of motion showed that the universe operated according to
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predictable principles, encouraging thinkers to search for similar laws in human behaviour and
governance.

Fill in the blank: Isaac Newton’s laws of motion showed that the universe operated according to
____principles.

-

Box 1.101: Isaac Newton Presentirg. OER Image Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:29:44 AM WAT

Image of Isaac Newton presenting his scientific discoveries. Plate 3.2: Isaac Newton and the
scientific revolution

3.2.3 The idea of progress as a guiding principle

The Enlightenment introduced the concept of progress, defined as the belief that human society
can advance and improve over time through knowledge, reform, and innovation. This idea was

-

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



revolutionary because it suggested that history was not static but could move towards greater
freedom, prosperity, and justice.

Thinkers such as Condorcet argued that education and science would lead humanity to
continuous improvement. Progress became a guiding principle that shaped political reforms,
social movements, and the development of modern institutions.

Fill in the blank: Enlightenment thinkers believed that  and science would lead humanity to
continuous improvement.

Eniglhttement Ideas on Progress, Education & Science
A Summary of Major Concepts & Thinkers

Concept Key Thinkers Core Tenets/Impact

1. Progress & Perfectibility Condorste, Kant, Turgot Belief in linear societal
improvment; Application/science
to human afaman affairs;
Future of human flwsrhing &

2. Education & Knowledge Locke, Rousseou, Comenius
moral advactement

2. Education & Knowledge Empirisim & critical Spread of literacy &
cituwrship/virtue titeracy & public discourse

3. Science & Empierism Scientific method & observation Technological innovation &
Natural lawh the universe human control over nature

Overall Impact: The Enlighhement fostered an enduring faith in the power of human reaon

empiral inqurly to drive societal progress, champenion education and scientfic scientfic
as creatiiry eng creaing for a more rational, just, and prosperaus world

OER Chart Created: Saturray, 31, 2026 at 11:30:24 AM WAT

Box 3.2: Key features of Enlightenment progress
Pilot questions 3.2
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1. What is rationalism and why was it important to Enlightenment thought?
2. How did scientific discoveries influence Enlightenment philosophy?

3. What did Newton’s laws of motion demonstrate about the universe?

4. How did Enlightenment thinkers define progress?

5. Why was the idea of progress considered revolutionary during the Enlightenment?

3.3 Political Thought and Social Reform
3.3.1 Enlightenment views on liberty and rights

One of the most significant contributions of the Enlightenment was its emphasis on liberty,
defined as the condition in which individuals are free from oppressive restrictions imposed by
authority. Thinkers such as John Locke argued that people possess natural rights, which are
rights inherent to all human beings, including life, liberty, and property. These ideas challenged
the absolute power of monarchs and promoted the notion that governments exist to protect the
rights of citizens.

The Enlightenment’s focus on liberty and rights laid the foundation for modern democratic
systems and inspired movements for political reform across Europe and America.

Fill in the blank: John Locke argued that people possess natural rights, including life, liberty, and
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Enighteiment Views on Liberty & Natural Rights

John Locke's Philosophy of Government

John Locke
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Overall Impact: Locke's ideas profuondy influenced modern democratic thought, emphcizing inherent rights and the government's role
in protecting them.

OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31,2026 at 11:31:43 AM WAT

Diagram showing Enlightenment views on liberty and natural rights. Figure 3.3: Enlightenment
views on liberty and rights

3.3.2 The social contract revisited in Enlightenment philosophy

The concept of the social contract, defined as an agreement in which individuals consent to
form a society and establish government for mutual benefit, was revisited by Enlightenment
thinkers. Rousseau, for example, argued that legitimate political authority rests on the collective
will of the people, which he called the general will.

This perspective differed from Hobbes’ earlier view of the social contract, which emphasised
absolute authority. Enlightenment thinkers instead highlighted participation, consent, and the
protection of rights as essential features of governance.
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Fill in the blank: Rousseau argued that legitimate political authority rests on the collective will of
the people, which he called the  will.

Box 1.109: Rousseau Presenting The Social. OER Image Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:32:22 AM WA

Image of Rousseau presenting his ideas on the social contract. Plate 3.3: Rousseau and the social
contract

3.3.3 Influence on revolutions and reforms

The Enlightenment’s political ideas had a profound impact on revolutions and reforms. In
America, the Declaration of Independence drew heavily on Locke’s notion of natural rights. In
France, Rousseau’s ideas about popular sovereignty influenced the French Revolution. These
movements sought to replace absolute monarchy with systems based on liberty, equality, and
participation.

-
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Beyond revolutions, Enlightenment thought also shaped reforms in education, law, and
governance, promoting fairness and rationality in institutions. The belief in progress and human
rights became central to modern political culture.

Fill in the blank: The Declaration of Independence drew heavily on Locke’s notion of  rights:

Box 1.110: Enlighnement’s Political Impact

Revolutions & Reforms Inspired by Enlighnement Ideas

Connecting Theory to Political Change

Major Thinkers/ldeas = Key Concepts Applied  Major Revolutions/Reforms

John Locke, Jean-Jacureus Natural Rights (Life, Liberty, = American Revolution (1776).

Rousseou, Property, Social US Declaraitionce, of
Montesqgeu Consent of the Goverred, Independence

Rousseau, Kan-Russou, = General Will US Cocaration of

Locke (1789) (1789)

Rousseau, Voltarir, French Revolution, Popular Declaration of the Rights of
Locke Soverenity,, Equality Man & the Citizen
Beccriau, Voltair, Abolitionist, Rights, Religious = Abolitionist Moemins, Public
Montecies Tolerance, Education Reform Education Initiaitives

Overall Impact: Enlightnement ideas poas povided the philosoprical for modern
desstars to mdern democracy, povements that challenged that callenged monoracy,

advocated for indvividual rights, and establishd amd estabe do chore doverrmerthl
governaut and societial ‘ceal reform globally.

OER Chart

Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:33:10 AM WAT
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Box 3.3: Political impact of the Enlightenment

Pilot questions 3.3
1. What did Enlightenment thinkers mean by liberty and natural rights?

2. How did Rousseau’s view of the social contract differ from Hobbes’?
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3. What is meant by the general will in Rousseau’s philosophy?
4. Which revolutions were influenced by Enlightenment political thought?

5. How did Enlightenment ideas shape reforms beyond revolutions?

3.4 The Law of Human Progress

3.4.1 Definition and philosophical foundations

The law of human progress refers to the belief that humanity advances over time through
knowledge, reform, and innovation, leading to greater freedom, prosperity, and justice. This idea
emerged strongly during the Enlightenment, when thinkers began to see history not as a cycle of
repetition but as a continuous movement towards improvement.

Philosophers such as Condorcet argued that education and science would ensure the steady
advancement of society. The law of human progress was therefore rooted in optimism about
human potential and the transformative power of reason.

Fill in the blank: The law of human progress refers to the belief that humanity advances over
time through knowledge,  , and innovation.

-
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Box 1.111: The Law of Human Progress
Condorcet's Vision of an Upwad Path

3. Innovation
* Techology
Cultural Flourshing

2. Reform
* Social Justice
« Political Liberty
* Public Institutions

1. Knowledge

« Science & Reason
* Education
* Empirival Inquiry

Overall Impact

Condorcte's vision embhacizes that enlighterment, driven reason, science, and education,
a continuus, unentnous, unending improveent of society, morality, and human and human
capabilities, fostring optiomiss for of the future.

OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:34:02 AM WAT

Diagram showing the concept of human progress as a continuous upward path driven by
knowledge, reform, and innovation. Figure 3.4: The law of human progress

3.4.2 Thinkers who advanced the idea of human progress

Several Enlightenment thinkers advanced the idea of progress. Condorcet believed that
education and science would lead humanity to continuous improvement. Turgot emphasised the
role of history in showing humanity’s gradual advancement. Kant argued that moral
development and reason would guide society towards peace and justice.

These thinkers shared a conviction that human progress was not only possible but inevitable if
societies embraced rational inquiry and reform. Their ideas influenced later movements in
politics, education, and social sciences.

-

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Fill in the blank: Condorcet believed that  and science would lead humanity to continuous
improvement.

Box 1.112: Condorcet Presenting. OER Image Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:34:55 AM WAT

Image of Condorcet presenting his ideas on human progress. Plate 3.4: Condorcet and the idea
of progress

3.4.3 Critiques and limitations of the concept

While the law of human progress inspired optimism, it also faced critiques. Some argued that
progress is not always linear and that societies can regress due to war, inequality, or
environmental challenges. Others noted that the Enlightenment’s focus on reason sometimes
overlooked cultural diversity and alternative ways of knowing.

-
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Modern critics highlight that technological and scientific progress does not automatically lead to
moral or social improvement. These limitations remind us that progress must be guided by
ethical considerations and inclusive values.

Fill in the blank: Critics of the law of human progress argue that progress is not always  and
can be disrupted by war or inequality.

Box 1.113: Critiques of Enlighnement Progress
Questioning the Upwad Path

Critique Theme Key Arguments Phlosophers/Movements

1. Eurocentrism & Exclusion of non-Western socitiesPostcolovial Theory, Critical
Colonialism Justication of nollution & Race Theory

imperifis imprerivv/slavery

impostion of Western values

2. Unferfoven Consquences| Focus an pollution & Romantism,
Progress is not invellitable Freud
3. Flawed Human Nature Progress is not irrtationlity/evil | Frankfurt School
rechnologial ovarffare School
4. Environmental Impact Nietieeh, Freud, Existentislsm | Environmentalism, Deep Ecology

Overall Impact

Montesquieu's fosted Crtics argue that the Enlightment's & progress was overly optisisatic, was overly-
optisdusaly, and led ledd significant social and environmental problems, prontios, promting a
modern values and trajeatiores

OER Chart OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:35:53 AM

Box 3.4: Critiques of the law of human progress

Pilot questions 3.4
1. What is meant by the law of human progress?

2. Which Enlightenment thinkers advanced the idea of progress?

£
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3. How did Condorcet view the role of education in human progress?
4. What are some critiques of the law of human progress?

5. Why is it important to consider ethical and cultural factors when discussing progress?

3.5 Legacy of the Enlightenment

3.5.1 Impact on modern democracy and institutions

The Enlightenment had a lasting influence on democracy, defined as a system of government in
which power is vested in the people, who exercise it directly or through elected representatives.
Thinkers such as Locke and Montesquieu provided frameworks for liberty, rights, and separation
of powers that shaped constitutions and political institutions worldwide.

Modern democratic systems continue to reflect Enlightenment principles, including checks and
balances, the protection of individual rights, and the belief that governments derive authority
from the consent of the governed.

Fill in the blank: Montesquieu’s principle of separation of powers influenced the design of
modern ___ systems.

-
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Box 1.114: Englightement’s Influence on Modern Democracy

Connecting Philosophy to Contemporay Government

1
Separation
\nsP& of Powers
* Montessgeu
: * Legislative A
\ “59\‘ Judical x

3. Popular
Soverentity &
Consent
* Roussau
* General Will
* Governnent's
Legitimanty

1. Natural

* John Locke
« Life, Liberty, Property
* Freedom & Autonomy

Enlighterment
Philosophy
Philosophy

Modern Democracy
* Individual Freedoms
* Rule of Low
Government

Overall Impact: Enlightement ideals laid the intillecual foundation for democratic gorverrance,

promoting systems that protect that protect ciizzenss, limit govvent power, and ersure public
public participaticain, shaping of tlhe landsccap of the modern world.

OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:36:54 AM WAT

Diagram showing Enlightenment influence on modern democracy: rights, liberty, separation of
powers. Figure 3.5: Enlightenment influence on modern democracy

3.5.2 Influence on education and social sciences

The Enlightenment also transformed education, defined as the structured process of acquiring
knowledge, skills, and values. Thinkers believed that education was essential for progress and
that knowledge should be accessible to all, not restricted to elites. This led to reforms in
schooling and the spread of literacy.

Furthermore, the Enlightenment laid the foundations for the social sciences, defined as
disciplines that study human society and behaviour, such as sociology, economics, and political
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science. By applying reason and observation to human affairs, scholars began to develop
systematic approaches to understanding society.

Fill in the blank: Enlightenment thinkers believed that  was essential for progress and should
be accessible to all.

A O
R N ST S

g

Box 1.115: Enlighnement Education Classroom ==
Promoting Literacy.

OER Image Created: Saturday. January 31,2026 at 11:38.14 AM WAT

Image of an Enlightenment-era classroom promoting literacy. Plate 3.5: Education during the
Enlightenment

3.5.3 Continuing relevance in contemporary society

The Enlightenment’s legacy continues to shape contemporary society. Its emphasis on reason,
liberty, and progress informs debates about human rights, governance, and scientific innovation.

-
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Modern movements for equality, democracy, and education often trace their roots to
Enlightenment ideals.

At the same time, critiques remind us that Enlightenment optimism must be balanced with
awareness of cultural diversity and ethical responsibility. Nevertheless, the Enlightenment
remains a vital reference point for understanding the principles that underpin modern civilisation.

Fill in the blank: The Enlightenment’s emphasis on ___, liberty, and progress continues to
inform debates about human rights and governance.

Box 1.116: The Enlighnement’s Enduring Legacy
Impact on Modern Democracy, Education & Social Sciences

Key Modern
Contributions Manifestations
1. Democracy & Governance Universal Literacy Constituional Republics
2. Natural Rights & Liberty Universal Literacy Bills & Rights
3. Separation of Powers Scientific Pedogagy Public School Systems
Popular Soverenitye Critical Thinking Curriculum Research
Social Sciences & Thought Societal Reform Sociogy, Rights Movements
Data-Driven Policy

Overall Impact: The Enlighhement laid the faundonnal philosopical and institutunal
for modern society, champing reason indvidual rights, and systemtic inquriy, shaping

shaping the essential principles of a democracy, and the scieentfic study of human
society that endure today

OER Chart
Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 11:39:05 AM WAT

Box 3.5: Legacy of the Enlightenment
Pilot questions 3.5

-

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



1. How did the Enlightenment influence modern democracy and institutions?
2. What role did education play in Enlightenment thought?

3. Which disciplines emerged as social sciences during the Enlightenment?
4. How do Enlightenment ideals continue to shape contemporary debates?

5. Why is it important to balance Enlightenment optimism with cultural and ethical
awareness?

Series Summary

This Series has explored the Enlightenment as a pivotal moment in the history of social thought,
highlighting its role in shaping modern ideas of reason, liberty, and progress. Its purpose was to
show how Enlightenment thinkers challenged tradition and authority, promoted rational inquiry,
and laid the foundations for democracy, education, and the social sciences. By examining the law
of human progress, the Series also encouraged reflection on both the optimism and the
limitations of Enlightenment thought.

We began with the historical background and core ideas of the Enlightenment, then moved on to
rationalism, science, and the guiding principle of progress. Following that, we considered
political thought and social reform, before analysing the law of human progress and its critiques.
Finally, we assessed the legacy of the Enlightenment in shaping modern institutions and
continuing debates. By completing this Series, you should now be able to explain the context and
themes of the Enlightenment (SLO 3.1), analyse the role of rationalism and science (SLO 3.2),
evaluate its contributions to political thought and reform (SLO 3.3), define and assess the law of
human progress (SLO 3.4), and examine its lasting influence on democracy, education, and
social sciences (SLO 3.5).

Glossary of Terms
Condorcet: An Enlightenment thinker who believed that education and science would lead
humanity to continuous improvement and progress.

Democracy: A system of government in which power is vested in the people, who exercise it
directly or through elected representatives.

Education: The structured process of acquiring knowledge, skills, and values, which
Enlightenment thinkers saw as essential for progress and social reform.

Enlightenment: An intellectual and cultural movement of the 17th and 18th centuries that
emphasised reason, science, and progress as guiding principles for society.

General will: Rousseau’s idea that legitimate political authority is based on the collective will of
the people, representing the common good.

Human progress: The belief that society can advance and improve over time through
knowledge, reform, and innovation.
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John Locke: An Enlightenment philosopher who emphasised natural rights such as life, liberty,
and property, and argued that governments exist to protect these rights.

Kant: An Enlightenment thinker who highlighted the role of reason and autonomy in moral life,
and believed that humanity could advance towards peace and justice.

Liberty: The condition in which individuals are free from oppressive restrictions imposed by
authority, central to Enlightenment political thought.

Montesquieu: An Enlightenment philosopher who introduced the principle of separation of
powers to prevent tyranny and protect liberty.

Natural rights: Rights inherent to all human beings, including life, liberty, and property, as
emphasised by John Locke.

Progress: The guiding principle of the Enlightenment, defined as the belief that human society
can advance and improve through knowledge, reform, and innovation.

Rationalism: The belief that reason is the primary source of knowledge and truth, central to
Enlightenment philosophy.

Rousseau: An Enlightenment thinker who argued for popular sovereignty and the importance of
the general will in political authority.

Science: The systematic study of the natural world through observation and experimentation,
which Enlightenment thinkers believed could improve society.

Separation of powers: Montesquieu’s principle of dividing government into executive,
legislative, and judicial branches to prevent tyranny:.

Social contract: An agreement in which individuals consent to form a society and establish
government for mutual benefit, revisited by Enlightenment thinkers such as Rousseau.

Turgot: An Enlightenment thinker who emphasised the role of history in showing humanity’s
gradual advancement.

Voltaire: An Enlightenment philosopher who championed freedom of speech and religious
tolerance.

Reason: The capacity for logical thought and critical analysis, which Enlightenment thinkers
believed should replace superstition and tradition as the foundation of knowledge.

Concept Check Questions [Series 3]
QObjective questions

1. Who argued that natural rights include life, liberty, and property? (Linked to SLO 3.1)

2. Which Enlightenment thinker introduced the principle of separation of powers? (Linked
to SLO 3.3)

3. What term did Rousseau use to describe the collective will of the people? (Linked to SLO

3.3)
-
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Which Enlightenment thinker believed education and science would lead to continuous
human progress? (Linked to SLO 3.4)

Which disciplines emerged as social sciences during the Enlightenment? (Linked to SLO
3.5)

Short-answer questions

6.

7.

Define rationalism and explain its role in Enlightenment thought. (Linked to SLO 3.2)

Describe how Newton’s scientific discoveries influenced Enlightenment philosophy.

(Linked to SLO 3.2)

8.

Explain the difference between Hobbes’ and Rousseau’s views of the'social contract.

(Linked to SLO 3.3)

9.

10.

Identify two critiques of the law of human progress. (Linked to SLO 3.4)

Summarise how the Enlightenment influenced modern education. (Linked to SLO 3.5)

Long-answer questions

11.

Analyse the historical background and central themes of the Enlightenment. (Linked to

SLO 3.1)

12.

Evaluate the role of rationalism and science in shaping Enlightenment thought. (Linked

to SLO 3.2)

13.

Discuss the Enlightenment’s contributions to political thought and social reform, with

examples from revolutions. (Linked to SLO 3.3)

14. Assess the law of human progress, including its philosophical foundations and critiques.
(Linked to SLO 3.4)
15. Examine the legacy of the Enlightenment in democracy, education, and social sciences.

(Linked to SLO 3.5)

Answers to Concepti€heck Questions [Series 3]
Objective questions

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

John Locke.
Montesquieu.
General will.
Condorcet.

Sociology, economics, and political science.

Short-answer questions

6.

Rationalism is the belief that reason is the primary source of knowledge and truth. It

played a central role in Enlightenment thought by encouraging critical questioning of tradition
and authority.
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7. Newton’s discoveries showed that the universe operated according to predictable laws,
inspiring Enlightenment thinkers to search for similar principles in human society and
governance.

8. Hobbes viewed the social contract as requiring absolute authority to maintain order,
while Rousseau emphasised collective participation and the general will as the basis of legitimate
authority.

9. Progress is not always linear, and technological advancement does not guarantee moral or
social improvement.

10. The Enlightenment promoted education as essential for progress, leading to reforms in
schooling, wider access to knowledge, and the spread of literacy.

Long-answer questions

11. Basic response: The Enlightenment was an intellectual movement of the 17th and 18th
centuries that emphasised reason, science, and progress. Its central themes included rationalism,
scientific discovery, and optimism about human advancement. Value-added response: Learners
may add that the Enlightenment challenged traditional authority; influenced revolutions, and laid
the foundations for modern democratic and educational systems.

12. Basic response: Rationalism encouraged reliance on reason, while scientific discoveries
demonstrated the power of observation and experimentation. Together, they shaped
Enlightenment philosophy. Value-added response: Learners may expand by noting that
rationalism and science inspired confidence i human progress, influenced political reforms, and
established the basis for modern social sciences.

13. Basic response: Enlightenment thinkers promoted liberty, rights, and participation,
influencing revolutions such as.the American and French Revolutions. Value-added response:
Learners may add that these ideas also shaped reforms in law and education, and continue to
underpin democratic institutions today.

14. Basic response: The law of human progress suggested that humanity advances through
knowledge, reform, and innovation. Thinkers such as Condorcet and Turgot supported this idea.
Value-added response: Learners may add that critics argue progress is not always linear, and that
technological advancement must be balanced with ethical and cultural considerations.

15. Basic response: The Enlightenment shaped modern democracy, promoted education, and
founded the social sciences. Value-added response: Learners may add that its legacy continues to
influence debates about rights, governance, and progress, while critiques remind us to balance
optimism with inclusivity and ethical responsibility.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]
Part 3.1

o The Enlightenment was an intellectual and cultural movement of the 17th and 18th
centuries.

e Reason, science, and progress.
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o They viewed science as a means to provide reliable knowledge and practical solutions for
society.

e Voltaire championed freedom of speech and tolerance; John Locke emphasised natural
rights and the social contract.

e It challenged traditional authority in religion and monarchy, promoting liberty and
rational inquiry.

Part 3.2

o Rationalism is the belief that reason is the primary source of knowledge and truth, and it
was central to Enlightenment thought.

e Scientific discoveries demonstrated the power of observation and experimentation,
inspiring confidence in human progress.

e Newton’s laws of motion showed that the universe operated according to predictable
principles.

o Progress was defined as the belief that human society can advance and improve over time
through knowledge, reform, and innovation.

o It was revolutionary because it suggested history was not static but could move towards
greater freedom and justice.

Part 3.3

o Liberty meant freedom from oppressive restrictions, and natural rights included life,
liberty, and property.

o Rousseau emphasised collective participation and the general will, unlike Hobbes who
stressed absolute authority.

o The general will.
e The American Revolution and the French Revolution.

e They shaped reforms in education, law, and governance, promoting fairness and
rationality.

Part 3.4

e  The law of human progress is the belief that humanity advances over time through
knowledge, reform, and innovation.

e  Condorcet, Turgot, and Kant.
o He believed education and science would lead humanity to continuous improvement.

e Progress is not always linear, and technological advancement does not guarantee moral or
social improvement.

o Because progress must be guided by ethical considerations and inclusive values.

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Part 3.5

It influenced modern democracy by promoting liberty, rights, and separation of powers,
shaping constitutions and institutions.

Education was seen as essential for progress and made knowledge more widely
accessible.

Sociology, economics, and political science.

They continue to shape debates about human rights, governance, and scientific
innovation.

To ensure progress is inclusive and ethically responsible.

References and Attributions [Series 3]

This section compiles references and attributions for Series 3t The Enlightenment and the Law of
Human Progress. It includes textual references, illustration sources, and Al-generated prompts.
The referencing style follows APA guidelines for clarity and consistency.
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Series 4: Founding Fathers of Sociology: Comte,
Spencer, and the Evolutionary Influence

4.1 Auguste Comte and the Birth of Sociology

e 4.1.1 Historical background and intellectual context
e 4.1.2 Comte’s law of three stages
e 4.1.3 Positivism and its impact on sociology

4.2 Herbert Spencer and Social Evolution

e 4.2.1 Spencer’s application of evolutionary theory to society
e 4.2.2 The concept of “survival of the fittest” in social thought
e 4.2.3 Spencer’s views on individualism and social progress

4.3 The Evolutionary Influence on Sociology

e 4.3.1 The integration of evolutionary ideas into sociological theory
e 4.3.2 Strengths and limitations of evolutionary perspectives
e 4.3.3 Influence on later sociologists and social sciences

4.4 Legacy and Critiques of Comte and Spencer

e 4.4.1 Contributions to the foundations of sociology
e 4.4.2 Critiques of positivism and social Darwinism
e 4.4.3 Continuing relevance and reinterpretations in modern sociology

Introduction

In the last Series, we examined the Enlightenment and the law of human progress, focusing on
how reason, science, and liberty reshaped social thought and laid the groundwork for modern
institutions. Building on that foundation, this Series turns to the early architects of sociology,
Auguste Comte and Herbert Spencer, whose ideas established the discipline as a distinct field of
study. Their contributions are central to understanding how sociology emerged as a science of
society, influenced by both positivist philosophy and evolutionary theory.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the foundational ideas of Comte and Spencer, to
explain how their theories shaped the development of sociology, and to evaluate the lasting
influence and critiques of their work.
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We shall commence this Series by exploring Auguste Comte and the birth of sociology,
including his law of three stages and the philosophy of positivism. Next, we will examine
Herbert Spencer’s application of evolutionary theory to society, with attention to concepts such
as survival of the fittest and individualism. Following that, we will consider the broader
evolutionary influence on sociology, assessing both its strengths and limitations. Finally, we will
wrap up by discussing the legacy and critiques of Comte and Spencer, highlighting their
contributions to the foundations of sociology and their continuing relevance in modern social
thought.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

SLO 4.1 define Auguste Comte’s law of three stages and explain its significance for the birth of
sociology,

SLO 4.2 analyse the principles of positivism and evaluate their impact on the development of
sociological thought,

SLO 4.3 explain Herbert Spencer’s application of evolutionary theory to society,

SLO 4.4 describe the concept of “survival of the fittest” and assess its influence on social
progress,

SLO 4.5 evaluate the strengths and limitations of evolutionary perspectives in sociology,
SLO 4.6 examine the contributions of Comte and Spencer to the foundations of sociology,

SLO 4.7 critique positivism andsocial Darwinism in light of modern sociological perspectives.

4.1 Auguste. Comte and the Birth of Sociology

4.1.1 Historical background and intellectual context

Auguste Comte is often regarded as the founding father of sociology. He lived in 19th-century
France, a time marked by political upheaval, industrialisation, and rapid social change. Comte
sought to create a new science that could study society systematically and provide solutions to
social‘problems.

He believed that sociology should be based on scientific principles, meaning that society could
be studied in the same way as the natural world, through observation and analysis. This approach
distinguished sociology from philosophy and made it a discipline in its own right.

Fill in the blank: Auguste Comte is often regarded as the founding father of  because he
sought to study society systematically.
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Box 1.117: Auguste Comte & the Birth of Sociology
OER Image Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 5:15:23 PM WAT OER Diagram

Image of Auguste Comte in a scholarly setting. Plate 4.1: Auguste Comte, founding father of
sociology

4.1.2 Comte’s law of three stages

Comte introduced the law of three stages, a theory that explained the development of human
thought and society. The three stages are:

o Theological stage: Human beings explained phenomena through religion and
supernatural beliefs.

o Metaphysical stage: Explanations shifted to abstract philosophical reasoning.
o Positive stage: Society relied on scientific observation and empirical evidence.

-
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This law suggested that societies evolve from superstition to philosophy, and finally to science.
Comte believed that sociology represented the highest stage of knowledge because it applied
scientific methods to human society.

Fill in the blank: According to Comte’s law of three stages, the final stage is the  stage, where
society relies on scientific observation.

Box 1.118: Comte’s Law of Three Stages
The Evolution of Human Thought & Society

3. Positive (Scientific) Stage
Svarersurienl Naanity
Example: Mowd: Inlustrial Society

3. Positive (Scientific) Stage

Enlitthement Onwards
Explanation: Observation/Laws of Nature

Authority: Scientists/Industrialsts @
:§ Example: Modern Industrial Society

A 4

2. Methhpysical Stage

Explanation: Abstract Forces/Philosophy
Authority: Clergy/Pholosophers
Social Unit: State/Church
Example: European Monachies

~~

1. Thelogical Stage
Early Human History
Explanation: Supervatrual Beings/Gods
Authority: Priests/Military
Social Unit: Family/Tribe
Example: Ancient Civlizations

Overall Impact: Comte's law proposes that societies inveetably prrrough thesse stages towards a to
final, scientific understading, forming the basis of positivisium in socology

OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 5:16:35 PM WAT

Diagram showing Comte’s law of three stages: theological, metaphysical, positive. Figure 4.1:
Comte’s law of three stages

4.1.3 Positivism and its impact on sociology
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Comte developed the philosophy of pesitivism, defined as the belief that valid knowledge is
derived from scientific methods and empirical evidence. He argued that sociology should be a
positive science, focusing on observable facts rather than speculation.

Positivism influenced the development of sociology by encouraging systematic research, data
collection, and the search for social laws. It also shaped later disciplines such as economics and
political science, which adopted similar scientific approaches.

Fill in the blank: Positivism is the belief that valid knowledge is derived from  methods and
empirical evidence.

Connecting Philosophy to Social Science

Box 1.119: Auguste Comte’s Positivism

The Foundation of Modern Sociology

Key Feature Description Example/
Application
Aplication of empiricism & Discovering social laws for Socioogical research/Data
& observation societal improvement development
Rejection of Methaystics Focus on observable facts, Focus on observable facts,
not abstract causes development
Social Progress Continuous societal Critue of religious/
advancment tovarsl expllaction | /philospion of Three Stages

Overall Impact:

Comte’s positivsim estabished socology asscologe as science, emphcazzing empierca,
social order, , and the belief that rational inquriy could social problems problems,
profoundy shapint early development of the discipline.
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Box 4.1: Key features of Comte’s positivism
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Pilot questions 4.1
1. Who is regarded as the founding father of sociology?
2. What are the three stages in Comte’s law of human thought?
3. What distinguishes the positive stage from the earlier stages?
4. Define positivism and explain its significance for sociology.

5. How did Comte’s ideas help establish sociology as a distinct discipline?

4.2 Herbert Spencer and Social Evolution

4.2.1 Spencer’s application of evolutionary theory to society

Herbert Spencer was a 19th-century English philosopher who applied Charles Darwin’s ideas
of biological evolution to human society. He believed that societies evolve in the same way as
living organisms, gradually becoming more complex and specialised over time. This approach is
known as social evolution, defined as the application of evolutionary principles to explain social
development and change.

Spencer argued that just as species adapt to their environment, societies adapt to changing
conditions, leading to progress and improvement. He saw industrialisation and modernisation as
evidence of this evolutionary process.

Fill in the blank: Herbert Spencer applied Darwin’s ideas of biological  to human society,
calling it social evolution.
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Box 1.120: Herbert Spencer & Social Evolution. OFR| 4
OER Image Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 5:18:00 PM WAT nage

Image of Herbert Spencer writing about social evolution. Plate 4.2: Herbert Spencer and social
evolution

4.2.2 The concept of “survival of the fittest” in social thought

Spencer coined the phrase survival of the fittest, defined as the idea that individuals or groups
best adapted to their environment are more likely to succeed and thrive. He used this concept to
explain social inequality, arguing that competition leads to progress by rewarding strength,
intelligence, and adaptability.

Although influential, this idea was controversial because it was sometimes used to justify social
inequality and neglect of vulnerable groups. Later critics referred to this misuse as social
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Darwinism, which applied evolutionary ideas in ways that reinforced hierarchy and
discrimination.

Fill in the blank: Spencer coined the phrase  of the fittest to explain how competition leads to
progress.

Box 1.121: Herbert Spencer & Social Darwinism
Survival of the Fittest in Society: Competition & Progress

) gyolution & Progreg 5
N
%00

New Challenges

1. Competition for

* Limited Resources
* Limited Resources
* Individua$/Groups Strive
* Economic/Social Struggle

2. Natural
Selection
(Social Sphere)

3. Societal
Progress

* Innovation & Growth
* Improved Institutions
« Stronger Society

* Adapation to Envirorme /\/I:I

» Weak Decli
eak Decline UDD

g Differnial
$ Success Differental Success

Overall Impact:
Spencer’s theory, termed "Social Darwinism," applied biological evolution to society,

Leads To Drives

* The "Fitest" Succeed

arguing that competition allow most capable to succeed, leading a more advanced
advanced and efficient social order, though this view has ben widely critisized.

OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 5:20:00 PM WAT

Diagram showing the concept of survival of the fittest applied to society. Figure 4.2: Survival of
the fittest in social thought

4.2.3 Spencer’s views on individualism and social progress

Spencer strongly emphasised individualism, defined as the belief that individuals should be free
to pursue their own interests without excessive interference from the state. He argued that social

-
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progress occurs naturally when individuals compete and innovate, rather than when governments
impose regulations.

For Spencer, minimal government intervention was essential to allow society to evolve freely.
He believed that welfare policies or excessive support for weaker groups could hinder progress
by disrupting natural competition.

Fill in the blank: Spencer believed that social progress occurs naturally when individuals and
innovate, without excessive government interference.

Box.1122: Herbert Spencer’s
Individualism & Social Progress

Key Concepts in Social Darwinism

Concept Key Tenets Social Implications
Individualism & Liberty « Emphasis on individual rights; | + Freedom
« Minimal state intervetion  Meritorcapy

Self-reliance & personal responsibilly

Competition & Natural « "Survival of the Fittest" « Societial purification
Selection « Economic/social strugle « Efficiency & innovation
« Elimination of the ‘unfit

Social Evolution & Progress

» Society as organism « Societal purifization « Upward societial trajectory
Simple to complex forms Simple to complex + Moral & intelectual
Unsinented societal advancment|  advancmment development

Overall Impact: Spencer’s theories chamipned individullism and free-market
competition as the engines of social progress, shaping early conseratve thought but also

allso used to justify social inequalities and imporeina.

OER Chart Created: Saturday, January 31,2026 at 5:21:43 PM WAT

Box 4.2: Spencer’s views on individualism and progress

Pilot questions 4.2
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1. What is meant by social evolution in Spencer’s philosophy?

2. How did Spencer apply Darwin’s ideas to society?

3. What does the phrase “survival of the fittest” mean in social thought?
4. Why was Spencer’s idea of survival of the fittest controversial?

5. How did Spencer view individualism and the role of government in social progress?

4.3 The Evolutionary Influence on Sociology

4.3.1 The integration of evolutionary ideas into sociological theory

During the 19th century, evolutionary theory began to shape the way scholats thought about
society. The concept of evolution, defined as gradual development and change over time, was
applied to human institutions, culture, and social structures. Thinkers such-as Spencer argued that
societies evolve from simple to complex forms, much like living-organisms.

This integration of evolutionary ideas encouraged sociologists to study social change as a natural
process, rather than as random or purely political events. It also provided a framework for
understanding industrialisation, urbanisation, and the growth of modern states.

Fill in the blank: Evolution in sociology refers to the gradual ~ and change of societies over
time.
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Box 1.123: Evoluutianay Theory & Socology

Connecting Biological Principles to Social Insttutions

Evolutiavary Theory
R# (Biology) |

Influence

Herbert Spencer &
Social Darwinism

* Natural Selection
¢ Competition
» Adapation

1. Economy
Competition for

Resources
Market Domnance

L 4
28
3. Social Hierarchiy

Stratifation
Differential Success

2. Government & La
Individual Rights
* Minimal Invervention

Overall Impact:
Spencer's application of concod evolutunationy throry to society established early

socololgigc perspectives, emphacizing compettion, enetion, adapation, and the and the
development of complex social structures.

OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 5:21:24 PM WAT

Diagram showing the integration of evolutionary ideas into sociology, with arrows from biology
to social institutions. Figure 4.3: Integration of evolutionary ideas into sociology

4.3.2 Strengths and limitations of evolutionary perspectives

Evolutionary perspectives offered strengths by providing a systematic way to explain social
change. They highlighted patterns of growth, adaptation, and progress, which helped sociologists
to see society as dynamic rather than static.

However, there were limitations. Evolutionary theory often assumed that progress was inevitable
and linear, which overlooked the possibility of regression or decline. It also risked justifying
inequality by suggesting that some groups were more “fit” than others. These limitations led later
sociologists to refine or reject aspects of evolutionary thinking.
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Fill in the blank: A limitation of evolutionary perspectives is that they often assumed progress
was __ and inevitable.

Box 1.124: Evolutwnany Perspectives in Sociology
Strengths & Limitations of Applying Evolutuanay Theory to Society

Strengths Limitations
1. Macro-Level Analysis 1. Oversmpliication & Reductionism
* Negelcts human agency/culture
 Explains broad societal patterns * Reduces complex social
Long-trm historical change phehoomanamna to biology
2. Explains Adaptation & Survival 2. Teleology & Determiinism
* Socieies evolve to enviromental pressures ¢ Suggests inveitable progress
Instituiunal resilience Justifies status squo/inequality
3. Interroncetenness of Systems 3. Eurocentirsm & Colonalism
 Society as organism * Based to Western models
Mutual dependene Used to justify imperitaly/racim

Overall Impact: Evolutunarry socloloigy provides valuable frameworks for
undersanding long-trm soctange and adapation, but its application patian has
corticuraly due its historical use in justfvrfarging social Darwinism and colonoism.

Contempoary approaches are morenuased, integratinng evolutuanay principles with
cultural and social factors.

OER Chart Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 5:23:00 PM WAT

Box 4.3: Strengths and limitations of evolutionary perspectives

4.3.3 Influence on later sociologists and social sciences

The evolutionary influence extended beyond Spencer and his contemporaries. Early sociologists
such as Emile Durkheim and Max Weber engaged with evolutionary ideas, though they often
modified them. Durkheim focused on social cohesion and the division of labour, while Weber
emphasised rationalisation and cultural factors.
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Evolutionary perspectives also influenced anthropology and political science, encouraging
comparative studies of societies and institutions. Even though later scholars criticised aspects of
social Darwinism, the broader idea that societies develop and adapt over time remained central to
social science research.

Fill in the blank: Durkheim focused on social cohesion and the  of labour as part of his
engagement with evolutionary ideas.
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Box 1.125: Emile Durkheim & the Division of Labour
OER Image Created: Saturday, Januairy 31, 2066 at 5:23:07 PM WAT

Image of Emile Durkheim teaching about social cohesion. Plate 4.3: Durkheim and the division
of labour

OER Image

Pilot questions 4.3
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1. How did evolutionary theory influence sociological thinking in the 19th century?
2. What strengths did evolutionary perspectives bring to the study of society?

3. What were some limitations of evolutionary perspectives?

4. How did Durkheim and Weber engage with evolutionary ideas?

5. Which other social sciences were influenced by evolutionary perspectives?

4.4 Legacy and Critiques of Comte and Spencer

4.4.1 Contributions to the foundations of sociology

Auguste Comte and Herbert Spencer are widely recognised as key figures in establishing
sociology as a distinct discipline. Comte contributed by defining sociology as.a pesitive science,
emphasising systematic observation and the search for social laws. His law of three stages
provided a framework for understanding intellectual and social development.

Spencer’s contribution lay in applying evolutionary theory to society, highlighting how social
structures adapt and grow more complex over time. His ideas about social evolution and
individualism influenced debates about progress and the role of government. Together, Comte
and Spencer helped shape the foundations of sociology by providing theories that explained both
stability and change.

Fill in the blank: Comte defined sociology as'a . science, emphasising systematic observation
and evidence.
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Box 1.126: Foundations of Sociology

Comte & Spencer: Shaping the Discipline

Auguste Comte’s Positivism Herbert Spencer’s Social Evolution
¢ Empiriscim & Observation e Society as Organism
 Search for Social Laws ¢ Natural Selection
 Social Progress ¢ Adapation & Progress
Influence fliiiieg l Fraviden
<—\Foundational Principles/>
of Sociology Contributes to
' Contributes to)
Modern Sociology

* Empirical Research
e Structural-Functionalisum
 Study of Social Change

Comte’s emphasis on scientfic inquiry and Spencer’s evolutionay perspective laid atid thor socology as a distj
distinct discipline, shaping early theories and research metholologies.

OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 5.23:51 PM WAT

Diagram showing Comte and Spencer’s contributions to sociology. Figure 4.4: Contributions of
Comte and Spencer to sociology

4.4.2 Critiques of positivism and social Darwinism

While influential, both Comte and Spencer faced critiques. Comte’s positivism was criticised for
being overly rigid and dismissive of subjective or cultural dimensions of society. Critics argued
that not all aspects of human life can be reduced to observable facts.

Spencer’s ideas about survival of the fittest were criticised for justifying inequality and
neglecting vulnerable groups. This misuse of evolutionary theory became known as social

Darwinism, which was later rejected by many sociologists for its ethical and scientific
shortcomings.

-

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Fill in the blank: The misuse of Spencer’s evolutionary ideas to justify inequality became known
as _ Darwinism.

Box 1.127: Critiques of Early Sociological Theories
Comte & Spencer: Flawed Foundations?

Theory Key Critiques Consequences & Bias
1. Overly Simplistic: . Jgstjﬁed colonisir.n (Fr‘ench).
Ignores complelity, 2. Determistic: Assumes * Limited scope of inquiry.
aogress. inexitable progress.
3. Eurocerttic Bias: 4. Eurocentic Bias: Basored * Led to rigid social planning
Anti-Demoratic Favored technocrapy
technocrapy
Comte’s Positivisim 1. Biological Reductionism French. | * Supported eugenics, racim.
reduces society to biology.
to biology.
Spencer’s Social Social 2 Justi‘ﬁes Ineq_ualite: “Survival * Supported eugenics, racism.
Darwinism the fitest' applied to humans! Opposed social welfare
3. Lacks Empirical Support: * Hindred social reform
Not scientifulll valid. * Fuled capitatist expolutation
4. Promote Imperihism/Racim

Overall Impact: Both Comte and Spencer’s theorier's theories, desplite their foundotaly criticized for
tristtized for their methodlogical outlok, and inhases and inherent theent biases that justified social

inquualties, colonosim, and a lanve. Modern socology has moved beyond these an a lack of flawed
frameworks.

OER Chart Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 5:24:30 PM WAT
Box 4.4: Critiques of Comte and Spencer

4.4.3 Continuing relevance and reinterpretations in modern sociology

Despite these critiques, Comte and Spencer’s ideas remain relevant. Comte’s emphasis on
systematic research continues to influence sociological methods, while Spencer’s focus on
adaptation and change resonates with modern studies of social evolution and complexity.

Modern sociologists reinterpret their work by acknowledging its historical importance while
refining theories to address contemporary issues such as inequality, diversity, and globalisation.
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Their legacy lies in providing the initial frameworks that allowed sociology to grow into a robust
and diverse discipline.

Fill in the blank: Modern sociologists reinterpret Comte and Spencer’s work by acknowledging
its historical importance while refining theories to address contemporary _ such as inequality
and globalisation.
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Image of a modern classroom discussing Comte and Spencer’s legacy. Plate 4.4: Modern
reinterpretations of Comte and Spencer

Pilot questions 4.4

1. What contributions did Comte and Spencer make to the foundations of sociology?
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2. Why was Comte’s positivism criticised?
3. What ethical issues arose from Spencer’s idea of survival of the fittest?
4. What is meant by social Darwinism?

5. How do modern sociologists reinterpret the work of Comte and Spencer?

Series Summary

This Series has examined the contributions of Auguste Comte and Herbert Spencer, two
founding figures who helped establish sociology as a distinct discipline. Its purpose was to show
how their ideas shaped the early foundations of sociological thought, particularly through
Comte’s positivism and law of three stages, and Spencer’s application of evolutionary theory to
society. By exploring their work, learners were able to see how sociology emerged as a science
of society, influenced by both philosophical and scientific currents of the 19th century.

We began with Comte’s historical context, his law of three stages, and the‘philosophy of
positivism, then moved on to Spencer’s ideas of social evolution, survival of the fittest, and
individualism. Following that, we considered the broader evolutionary influence on sociology,
including its strengths, limitations, and impact on later thinkers such as Durkheim and Weber.
Finally, we assessed the legacy and critiques of Comte and Spencer, noting both their
contributions and the controversies surrounding positivism and social Darwinism. By completing
this Series, you should now be able to define Comte’s law of three stages (SLO 4.1), analyse
positivism (SLO 4.2), explain Spencer’s evolutionary ideas (SLO 4.3, SLO 4.4), evaluate
evolutionary perspectives (SLO 4.5); examine their contributions to sociology (SLO 4.6), and
critique their theories in light of modern perspectives (SLO 4.7).

Glossary of Terms
Auguste Comte: A 19th-century French thinker regarded as the founding father of sociology,
known for his law of three stages and the philosophy of positivism.

Division of labour: A concept emphasised by Durkheim, referring to the way tasks in society are
specialised and distributed among individuals and groups.

Evolution: Gradual development and change over time, applied in sociology to explain how
societies adapt and grow more complex.

Herbert Spencer: A 19th-century English philosopher who applied evolutionary theory to
society, introducing ideas such as social evolution and survival of the fittest.

Individualism: The belief that individuals should be free to pursue their own interests without
excessive interference from the state.

Law of three stages: Comte’s theory that human thought evolves through theological,
metaphysical, and positive stages.

Positivism: The belief that valid knowledge must be based on scientific methods and empirical
evidence, rejecting speculation and superstition.
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Social Darwinism: A controversial application of evolutionary ideas to society, often used to
justify inequality by suggesting that some groups are more “fit” than others.

Social evolution: Spencer’s idea that societies evolve in the same way as living organisms,
becoming more complex and specialised over time.

Survival of the fittest: A phrase coined by Spencer to describe how individuals or groups-best
adapted to their environment are more likely to succeed and thrive.

Emile Durkheim: An early sociologist influenced by evolutionary ideas, who focused on social
cohesion and the division of labour.

Max Weber: An early sociologist who engaged with evolutionary perspectives but emphasised
rationalisation and cultural factors in social development.

Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
Objective questions

1. Who is regarded as the founding father of sociology? (Linked to SLO 4.1)
2. What are the three stages in Comte’s law of human thought? (Linked to SLO 4.1)

3. Which phrase did Herbert Spencer coin to describe competition in society? (Linked to
SLO 4.4)

4. What is positivism based on? (Linked to SLO 4.2)

5. Which two early sociologists engaged with evolutionary ideas but modified them?

(Linked to SLO 4.5)
Short-answer questions
6. Define positivism and explain its significance for sociology. (Linked to SLO 4.2)
7. Describe Spencer’s concept of social evolution. (Linked to SLO 4.3)
8. Identify one strength and one limitation of evolutionary perspectives in sociology.
(Linked to SLO4.5)
9. Explain why Spencer’s idea of survival of the fittest was controversial. (Linked to SLO
4.4)
10. Summarise how modern sociologists reinterpret the work of Comte and Spencer. (Linked
to SLO 4.7)

Long-answer questions

11. Analyse Comte’s law of three stages and its importance for sociology. (Linked to SLO
4.1)

12. Evaluate the role of positivism in shaping sociological methods. (Linked to SLO 4.2)

13. Discuss Spencer’s contributions to sociology, focusing on social evolution and
individualism. (Linked to SLO 4.3, SLO 4.4)
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14. Assess the strengths and limitations of evolutionary perspectives in sociology. (Linked to
SLO 4.5)
15. Examine the legacy and critiques of Comte and Spencer in modern sociology. (Linked to

SLO 4.6, SLO 4.7)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
Objective questions

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Auguste Comte.

Theological, metaphysical, and positive stages.
Survival of the fittest.

Scientific methods and empirical evidence.

Emile Durkheim and Max Weber.

Short-answer questions

6.

Positivism is the belief that valid knowledge must be based on scientific methods and

empirical evidence. It was significant because it established sociology as a positive science.

7.

Social evolution is Spencer’s idea that societies evolve like living organisms, becoming

more complex and specialised over time.

8.

Strength: It provided a systematic explanation of social change. Limitation: It assumed

progress was linear and inevitable.

9.

It was controversial because it was used to justify inequality and neglect of vulnerable

groups, leading to social Darwinism.

10.

Modern sociologists reinterpret their work by recognising its historical importance while

refining theories to address issues such as inequality, diversity, and globalisation.

Long-answer questions

11.

Basic response: Comte’s law of three stages explained the evolution of human thought

from theological to metaphysical and finally to positive, marking sociology as the highest stage
of knowledge. Value-added response: Learners may add that this framework influenced later
sociologists by emphasising scientific approaches, though critics argue it oversimplified
intellectual history.

12.

Basic response: Positivism shaped sociology by insisting on observation, evidence, and

systematic research. Value-added response: Learners may expand by noting that positivism
influenced other disciplines, though modern sociology balances positivist methods with
interptetive approaches.

13.

Basic response: Spencer contributed by applying evolutionary theory to society,

introducing social evolution and survival of the fittest, and emphasising individualism. Value-
added response: Learners may add that his ideas influenced debates on government intervention,
though critics highlight the dangers of social Darwinism.
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14. Basic response: Evolutionary perspectives explained social change systematically and
highlighted adaptation, but they assumed progress was inevitable and risked justifying
inequality. Value-added response: Learners may add that later sociologists refined these ideas,
incorporating cultural diversity and rejecting deterministic views.

15. Basic response: Comte and Spencer laid the foundations of sociology, but their ideas
faced critiques such as rigidity in positivism and ethical issues in social Darwinism. Value-added
response: Learners may add that their legacy remains relevant, as modern sociology continues to
build on their frameworks while addressing contemporary challenges.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4]
Part 4.1

o Auguste Comte.
o Theological, metaphysical, and positive stages.
o The positive stage relies on scientific observation and empirical evidence.

e Positivism is the belief that valid knowledge must be based-on scientific methods and
evidence.

o By defining sociology as a positive science and providing systematic frameworks such as
the law of three stages.

Part 4.2

e Social evolution refers to the application of evolutionary principles to explain social
development and change.

o He applied Darwin’s ideas of biological evolution to society, arguing that societies adapt
and grow more complex.

e It means that individuals or groups best adapted to their environment are more likely to
succeed:

o Because it-was used to justify inequality and neglect of vulnerable groups.

o [ He emphasised individualism, minimal government intervention, and competition as
drivers of progress.

Part 4.3
o It encouraged sociologists to study social change as a natural and systematic process.
o It provided a framework for explaining adaptation, growth, and progress.
o It assumed progress was linear and inevitable, and risked justifying inequality.

e Durkheim focused on social cohesion and division of labour, while Weber emphasised
rationalisation and cultural factors.

e Anthropology and political science.
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Part 4.4

Comte contributed positivism and the law of three stages, while Spencer contributed
social evolution and individualism.

It was criticised for being rigid and dismissive of cultural and subjective aspects of
society.

It justified inequality and neglected vulnerable groups.
Social Darwinism.

By recognising their historical importance while refining theories to address
contemporary issues such as inequality, diversity, and globalisation.

References and Attributions [Series 4]

This section compiles references and attributions for Series 4: Founding Fathers of Sociology:
Comte, Spencer, and the Evolutionary Influence. It includes textual references, illustration
sources, and Al-generated prompts. The referencing style follows APA guidelines for clarity and
consistency.

Textual references

Comte, A. (1830-1842). Cours de Philosophie Positive. Paris: Rouen Fréres.
Durkheim, E. (1893). The Division of Labour in.Society. Paris: Alcan.

Spencer, H. (1864). Principles of Biology. London: Williams and Norgate.
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Weber, M. (1905). The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. London: Allen &
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Series 5: Modern Social Theory: Marx, Weber, Parsons,
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5.1 Karl Marx and the Theory of Social Conflict

e 5.1.1 Historical background and intellectual influences
e 5.1.2 Class struggle and the materialist conception of history
e 5.1.3 Marx’s critique of capitalism and vision of social change

5.2 Max Weber and the Theory of Social Action

e 5.2.1 Weber’s methodological approach and interpretive sociology
e 5.2.2 Types of social action and rationalisation
e 5.2.3 The Protestant ethic and the spirit of capitalism

5.3 Talcott Parsons and Structural Functionalism

e 5.3.1 Parsons’ theory of social systems
e 5.3.2 The AGIL framework (Adaptation, Goal attainment, Integration, Latency)
e 5.3.3 Critiques and contributions of functionalism

5.4 Modern Social Change and Theoretical Integration

e 5.4.1 Comparative insights from Marx, Weber, and Parsons
e 5.4.2 Relevance of classical theories to contemporary social issues
e 5.4.3 The continuing evolution of modern social theory

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored the contributions of Comte and Spencer, focusing on how their
ideas laid the foundations of sociology through positivism and evolutionary perspectives.
Building on that groundwork, this Series turns to modern social theory, where Karl Marx, Max
Weber, and Talcott Parsons offered powerful frameworks for understanding society and social
change. Their theories remain central to sociology today, shaping debates about conflict,
rationalisation, functionalism, and the dynamics of modern social life.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the major contributions of Marx, Weber, and
Parsons; to explain how their theories interpret social structures and processes, and to evaluate
their continuing relevance in analysing contemporary social change.

We shall commence this Series by examining Karl Marx and the theory of social conflict,
including his materialist conception of history and critique of capitalism. Next, we will move on
to Max Weber’s theory of social action, exploring his methodological approach, rationalisation,
and the Protestant ethic. Following that, we will consider Talcott Parsons and structural
functionalism, focusing on his theory of social systems and the AGIL framework. Finally, we
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will wrap up by comparing insights from Marx, Weber, and Parsons, assessing their relevance to
modern social issues, and reflecting on how social theory continues to evolve.

Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

SLO 5.1 define Karl Marx’s materialist conception of history,

SLO 5.2 explain the role of class struggle in Marx’s theory of social conflict,

SLO 5.3 analyse Marx’s critique of capitalism and its implications for social .change,
SLO 5.4 describe Max Weber’s methodological approach to interpretive sociology,
SLO 5.5 distinguish between Weber’s types of social action,

SLO 5.6 evaluate the concept of rationalisation in Weber’s theory,

SLO 5.7 explain Weber’s thesis on the Protestant ethic and the spirit of capitalism,
SLO 5.8 outline Talcott Parsons’ theory of social systems,

SLO 5.9 apply the AGIL framework to explain how societies maintain stability,
SLO 5.10 critique the strengths and weaknesses of structural functionalism,

SLO 5.11 compare the insights of Marx, Weber, and Parsons on social change, and

SLO 5.12 assess the continuing relevance of classical social theories to contemporary issues.

5.1 Karl Marx and the Theory of Social Conflict

5.1.1 Historical background and intellectual influences

Karl Marx was a 19th-century German philosopher, economist, and social theorist whose ideas
profoundly shaped modetn sociology. He lived during the Industrial Revolution, a period of
rapid economic growth but also widespread inequality. Marx was influenced by German
philosophy, particularly Hegel, as well as British political economy and French socialism.

Marx believed that society is fundamentally shaped by its economic base, which determines
social relations and institutions. This perspective is known as historical materialism, defined as
the theory that material conditions, especially economic production, drive social development.

Fill in the blank: Marx’s perspective that material conditions drive social development is called
materialism.

-
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Box 1.129: Karl Marx & Social Conflict
OER Image Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 5:26:44 PM WAT OER Image

Image of Karl Marx in a scholarly setting. Plate 5.1: Karl Marx, theorist of social conflict

5.1.2 Class struggle and the materialist conception of history

Marx argued that history is driven by class struggle, defined as the conflict between groups with
opposing economic interests. In capitalist societies, the main classes are the bourgeoisie (owners
of the‘'means of production) and the proletariat (workers who sell their labour).

According to Marx, the materialist conception of history shows that social change occurs when
contradictions between classes become unsustainable. Revolutions and transformations arise
from these conflicts, leading to new social orders.

-
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Fill in the blank: In capitalist societies, the bourgeoisie own the means of production while the
____sell their labour.

Box 1.130: Marx’s Class Struggle

Capitalism & The Conflict Between Clases

¥ Bourugusie g Proletorait
_gi. (Capitalist Class) Working Class
* Owners of the Means of » Owns Only Labor Power

« Seek Profit Maximization * Faces Explouation

l Claspstrugles >

Key Conflict: Control & Resources

» Unequal Distribution of Wealth
* Opposing Economic Interests
* Power Imbabnce

| Y
Leads To | Outcome: Social Change & Revolution | Drives

* Proregrait Soldarity
* Overthow of Capialism
* Classless Society (Comnunism)

* Control Capital & Resources ﬁ « Sells Labor for Wages

Overall Impact:

Marx'’s theory of class strugle argues that inherent conflict between the captalist owners and explodted
workers drives historical changs to historical change, leading to reventual establishe and a commuist
society.

OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 5:34:09 PM WAT

Diagram showing Marx’s model of class struggle between bourgeoisie and proletariat. Figure
5.1: Marx’s conception of class struggle

5.1.3 Marx’s critique of capitalism and vision of social change

Marx offered a powerful critique of capitalism, defined as an economic system where private
individuals own and control production for profit. He argued that capitalism exploits workers,
creates inequality, and alienates individuals from their labour. Alienation occurs when workers
lose connection to the products they create, the process of work, and their own human potential.

-
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Marx envisioned social change through revolution, where the proletariat would overthrow the
bourgeoisie and establish a classless society. This future society, often referred to as
communism, would be based on collective ownership and the elimination of exploitation.

Fill in the blank: Marx argued that capitalism exploits workers and creates by disconnecting
them from their labour.

Box 1.131: Karl Marx's Critique & Vision
Capitalism's Flaws & the Path to Social Change

Feature Critique of Capialism Vision of Social Change
1. Expolication of Labor Class Struggle (Labur) Collective Ownership
Alienation from Work/Product (Bourgeuie vs Prolelete) Production for Need, Not Profit
Inherent Crisies & Inquality False Conschunness True Consocuness
Competition & Conflict Coopiration & Community
3. Historical Change Capialpist Contradations Prolelerait Revolution
Historical Change Revolution as Inveitable Transition to Communisn
From Feudalism to Capialism Beyond Capiaism

Overall Impact: Maix's comprehensive critique argued that capcislism
produces inequality and conflict, envelonien th a revoluonay transition transition to a classless,

communiss society bsety based collective and cooperation, profouind influnenice later social
social movements and theories.

OER Chart

Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 5:30:00 PM WAT

Box 5:1: Key points in Marx’s critique of capitalism

Pilot questions 5.1
1. Who was Karl Marx and what influenced his ideas?
2. What is meant by historical materialism?
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3. How does class struggle drive social change according to Marx?
4. Who are the bourgeoisie and the proletariat in capitalist societies?
5. What were Marx’s main criticisms of capitalism?

6. What vision of social change did Marx propose?

5.2 Max Weber and the Theory of Social Action

5.2.1 Weber’s methodological approach and interpretive sociology

Max Weber was a German sociologist and political economist whose work provided a different
perspective from Marx. While Marx focused on economic structures, Weber emphasised the
importance of interpretive sociology, defined as the study of social action by understanding the
meanings individuals attach to their behaviour.

Weber argued that to study society, sociologists must grasp the subjective meanings behind
actions, not just observe external behaviour. This approach is known as Verstehen, a German
term meaning “understanding” or “interpretation.” It requires placing oneself in the position of
others to comprehend their motives and intentions.

Fill in the blank: Weber’s approach to socielogy, which focuses on understanding the meanings
behind actions, is called .

-
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Box 1.132: Max Weber & Social Action Theory
OER Image Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 5:55:39 PM WAT OER Imagé

Image of Max Weber lecturing on social action. Plate 5.2: Max Weber and interpretive
sociology

5.2.2 Types of social action and rationalisation
Weber classified social action into four types:

o Instrumentally rational action: behaviour guided by calculation of efficiency or means
to an end.

e Value-rational action: behaviour guided by belief in the inherent value of an action,
regardless of outcome.

Affective action: behaviour driven by emotions or feelings.
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o Traditional action: behaviour shaped by customs and habits.

He also introduced the concept of rationalisation, defined as the process by which social life
becomes increasingly organised around logic, efficiency, and rules rather than tradition or
emotion. Rationalisation was central to Weber’s analysis of modern society, particularly in
explaining bureaucracy and capitalism.

Fill in the blank: According to Weber, behaviour shaped by customs and habits is called
action.

Box 1.133: Max Weber's Types of Social Action
Understanding Human Behavior in Socology

2. Value-Ratiinal Action 1. Instrumentally-Rational Action
Guided by Beliefs/Ethics Goal-Oriented
* Regalduss of Outcome « Calculation of Means/Ends

» Moral/Religous Values « Efficiency
e
3. Affective Action 4. Traditional Action
Driven by Emotion Based on Habit/Custom

* Impusive/Spontaous * Routine/Learned Behavior
* Love, Anger, Fear * Cultural Norms

Overall Impact: Weber's typolop provides a framework for analyzing behind motivations behian

behavior, forming a corssontonon of interpeiite socology

OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 5:36:40 PM WAT

Diagram showing Weber’s four types of social action. Figure 5.2: Weber'’s classification of
social action
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5.2.3 The Protestant ethic and the spirit of capitalism

Weber’s most famous work, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, argued that
religious beliefs influenced economic behaviour. He claimed that Protestant values, especially
Calvinist ideas of hard work, discipline, and frugality, encouraged the development of
capitalism.

This thesis highlighted the role of culture in shaping economic systems, contrasting with Marx’s
emphasis on material conditions. Weber showed that ideas and values could drive social change
just as much as economic structures.

Fill in the blank: Weber argued that Protestant values such as hard work and discipline
encouraged the development of  capitalism.

-
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Box 1.134: Weber’s Protestant Etheic & The
Spirit of Capiitalism

Connecting Religon to Economic Behavior in Socology

Key Concept Description Social Impact

1. The ProtestaniEthic (Calvinism

* Asceticisim (Self-denial) * Motivation for Success » Accurmlation of Wealth
* Hard Work & Frugatly * Accumlation of Wealth * Rationalization of Life
« Calling (Vocation)

2. Spirit of Capitalism * Rational Pursuit of Profit * Rise of Modern Capiitism
* Renvissement of Wealth * Impeosnal Systems

* Efficient Organization

Overall Impact: Weber's thesis argues that the values embeded in the Protestant ethic,
particually hard work, frugalty, and the rational purstit of wealth as sign of favor,

crucial role in the developmte in t he the modern capitalism. This connection. This
connection higlghts the unexpaccted ways cultural and religious beliefs can shape
shape economic systems.

OER Chart Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 5:37:27 PM WAT

Box 5.2: Key points in Weber’s Protestant ethic thesis

Pilot questions 5.2
1. What is interpretive sociology and how does it differ from Marx’s approach?
2. . What does the term Verstehen mean in Weber’s methodology?
3. What are the four types of social action identified by Weber?
4. How does rationalisation shape modern society?

5. What is Weber’s thesis in The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism?
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6. How does Weber’s emphasis on culture contrast with Marx’s emphasis on material
conditions?

5.3 Talcott Parsons and Structural Functionalism

5.3.1 Parsons’ theory of social systems

Talcott Parsons was an American sociologist who played a central role in developing
structural functionalism, defined as a theoretical perspective that views society as a system
made up of interrelated parts working together to maintain stability. Parsons argued that social
systems are composed of institutions such as family, education, economy, and religion, each
performing functions that contribute to the overall balance of society.

He believed that when each part of society fulfils its role, social order is maintained. If one part
fails, it can disrupt the system, but society adapts to restore equilibrium.

Fill in the blank: Parsons’ perspective that society is made up of interrelated parts working
together is called structural .

-
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Box 1.135: Talclot Parsons & Social Systems Theory
OER Image Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 5:58:09 PM WAT

Image of Talcott Parsons presenting his theory of social systems. Plate 5.3: Talcott Parsons and
structural functionalism

5.3.2 The AGIL framework (Adaptation, Goal attainment, Integration, Latency)

Parsons introduced the AGIL framework, a model that explains how societies maintain stability
by fulfilling four essential functions:

o Adaptation (A): The ability of a society to adjust to its environment and allocate
resources effectively.

e Goal attainment (G): The capacity to set and achieve collective objectives.

)
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o Integration (I): The coordination of different parts of society to ensure harmony and
cooperation.

o Latency (L): The maintenance of cultural values and motivation that sustain social
patterns over time.

This framework provided a systematic way to analyse how societies survive and thrive by
balancing these four functions.

Fill in the blank: In Parsons’ AGIL framework, the function that maintains cultural values and
motivation is called .

Box 1.136: Parsons’ AGIL Framework =
Functions of a Social System in Socology

4 A i N\
@ Adaptation (A) @ Goal Attianment (G)
@
» Economic System ’;’h * Political System
» Responds to Environment 5 « Sets & Achieves Goals
» Secures Resources g * Mobilies Resources
—
> Social <
Input/Output Exchange ( System ) Input/Output Exchange
Ao
s b g B
A / ]
00 Integration I) g Latency (L
* Legal/Social Norms § e Cultural System
» Coordinates Subsystems S * Maintains Values/Pattern
* Maintains Solidarity = * Manages Tension
LS J . J

Overall Impact: Parsons' AGIL framework provides a structural-functionalist model for
analyzing how social systems maintain equilbrium by fufilling funcstium by

functions, emphrarcizal ins tereroxtetemeess and stability.

OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 5:38:53 PM WAT

Diagram showing the AGIL framework with four quadrants: Adaptation, Goal attainment,
Integration, Latency. Figure 5.3: Parsons’ AGIL framework

-

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



5.3.3 Critiques and contributions of functionalism

While structural functionalism was influential, it faced critiques. Critics argued that it focused
too much on stability and consensus, neglecting conflict and change. For example, Marxist
theorists claimed that functionalism ignored inequalities and power struggles within society.

Despite these critiques, Parsons’ work contributed significantly to sociology by providing a
framework for analysing institutions and their roles. His emphasis on systems and functions
influenced later theories of social organisation and continues to be referenced in discussions of
social stability.

Fill in the blank: Critics argued that functionalism neglected  and power struggles within
society.

-
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Box 1.137: Structural Functioinalism in Socoogs
in Socology -
& Contributions

Assesing a Major Theotrical Framewark

Feature Contributions Critcues
1. Macro-Level Understanding 2. 1. Tautological & Teleological
* Provides a holitic view of society. Focus on Interncectenness e Circular reasning (function > existence
* Highlights how a institutions ¢ Highlights how a  Struggles with rapid change/conflict.
* |dentifiactions of social structures institutions work * Priorites stabllity over change
together
3. Theory of Social Change 3. Explains gradual, 3. Justifies Inequality
evolurrary of social * Views existures as "functional
change tuchal’)
¢ Addressesocial needs & adaptation Addressal needs & ¢ Downdaws power dynamics &
adapation exploluation

Overall Impact: Structural functionalism was a dominant paradigm, offering valuable into social
systems. Howver, its limitations, particulally regaading social sand change, led to rise of the rise of

conflict and symbolic interactionist theories. Contempoary soology often integrats functionalist
principles with other perspectives.

OER Chart Created: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 5:40:00 PM WAT

Box 5.3: Critiques and contributions of functionalism

Pilot questions 5.3
1. What'is structural functionalism and how did Parsons define it?
2. . What are the four functions in Parsons’ AGIL framework?
3. How does the AGIL framework explain social stability?
4. What were the main critiques of structural functionalism?

5. In what ways did Parsons’ theory contribute to sociology?
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5.4 Modern Social Change and Theoretical Integration

5.4.1 Comparative insights from Marx, Weber, and Parsons

Modern sociology benefits from comparing the insights of Karl Marx, Max Weber, and
Talcott Parsons, each of whom offered distinct perspectives on society. Marx emphasised
economic structures and class conflict as the drivers of social change. Weber highlighted the role
of ideas, values, and rationalisation in shaping modern institutions. Parsons focused on social
systems and the functions that maintain stability.

By examining these perspectives together, learners can see how conflict, culture, and structure
interact to explain social change. This comparative approach helps us appreciate the strengths
and limitations of each theory while recognising their complementary contributions.

Fill in the blank: Marx emphasised class conflict, Weber emphasised rationalisation, and Parsons
emphasised social .

-
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Box 1.138: Classical Sociological Theory Comparisoh~
Marx, & Parsons: Three Views of Society

e B f B /2 N
Karl Marx: Max Weber: Talcolt Parsons
Social Confict Rationalisation Social Systems
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@ sl ,'30 (g% Explains
« Key Concept: Class « Rationality/Bureaburacy « Social Equilbrium
Strurgle Social Structure
« Focus: Economic Base * Focus: Ideas, & Functions
Power Culture &
"\ Action
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. ChangeADnven By: . ChangeiDrlyen By: » Adaptation
Revolution Modernization
« Order & Stabilit
» Key Concern: needs & « Dovendaws eet A
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Overall Impact: These foundontonal thinkers provides provided parargims — analyicts for
paradigims — that continue the shape socololgicc analysis of power, social social change -

and socal, and social order. Their theories offer compleentary yet contastines for understanding
principlex complex societies.

OER Diagram Created: Saturday, January 20.206 at 5:45:00 PM WAT

Diagram comparing Marx, Weber, and Parsons’ perspectives on social change. Figure 5.4:
Comparative insights from Marx, Weber, and Parsons

5.4.2 Relevance of classical theories to contemporary social issues

Although these theories were developed in the 19th and 20th centuries, they remain highly
relevant today. Marx’s critique of capitalism resonates in discussions about inequality, labour
rights, and globalisation. Weber’s ideas about rationalisation help explain the rise of
bureaucracy, technology, and modern organisations. Parsons’ functionalism provides insights
into how institutions such as family and education contribute to social stability, even as they face
challenges.
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Together, these theories offer tools for analysing contemporary issues such as climate change,
digital transformation, migration, and social inequality. They remind us that social change is
complex, involving economic, cultural, and structural dimensions.

Fill in the blank: Weber’s concept of rationalisation helps explain the rise of modern __ and
bureaucratic systems.

Box 1.139: Classical Sociology in the 215t Century
Relevance of Marx, Weber to Contemporary Issues

Karl Marx: Class & Max Weber: Talcolt Parsons:
Inequality Rationalization & Culture Systems & Stablity
Contemporary Social Issues « Burecuracy & Big Data « Diccals
» Economic Inequality * Digital Rationalzation * |dention/New Religions
» Labor Exploation (Gig Ecoromy) ¢ Identity & Culture Wars « Stobal Education Crises
» Corporate Power Seculuzation/New Religions Global Inteperndence
* Global Capitalism Crises Challenges
Key Concepts for Analysis Social System Manfuctions
« Class Strugle » Iron Cage of Burecuracy » AGIL Framewark
* Alienation * Political Polaration » Social Norms/Values
» Commodity Fetisism * Fattus Groups System Equilorium
» Crisis Thory * Versthen (Empathy) » Social Change

Overall Impact: The foundaontal theories of Marx, Weber, and
remain inspesible for analyzing contempoorary social issues.
Their insights. Their insights into power, culture and social order provide critical lenses for
understanding the complextiss of 215-century global society.

OER Chart Created: Saturday, January 31.2026 at 5:41:03 PMWAT

Box 5.4: Relevance of classical theories today

5.4.3 The continuing evolution of modern social theory
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Modern social theory continues to evolve by building on, critiquing, and expanding the ideas of
Marx, Weber, and Parsons. Contemporary approaches such as critical theory, postmodernism,
feminism, and global sociology reinterpret classical insights to address new challenges.

This evolution shows that sociology is not static but dynamic, constantly adapting to changing
realities. By integrating classical and modern perspectives, learners can develop a deeper
understanding of social change and apply sociological theory to real-world problems.

Fill in the blank: Modern social theory continues to evolve through approaches such as critical
theory, feminism, and ___ sociology.

- S s

| Soaetietity: A Dialloge

Classicd & Cantanmpsnary

Box 1.140: Modern Sociology Classroom - Theorists in Dialoge

OER Image
Created: Saturday, January 31,2026 at 5:45:00 PM WAT

Image of a modern classroom discussing classical and contemporary social theories. Plate 5.4:
The continuing evolution of social theory
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Pilot questions 5.4
1. What are the main comparative insights from Marx, Weber, and Parsons?
2. How do classical theories remain relevant to contemporary social issues?
3. What examples show Marx’s critique of capitalism in today’s world?
4. How does Weber’s concept of rationalisation apply to modern organisations?

5. What contributions does Parsons’ functionalism make to understanding institutions
today?

6. In what ways has modern social theory evolved beyond classical perspectives?

Series Summary

This Series has explored the contributions of Karl Marx, Max Weber, and Talcott Parsons, three
major figures whose theories continue to shape modern sociology. Its purpose was to show how
their ideas provide different lenses for understanding social conflict, action, and stability, while
also highlighting their relevance to contemporary social change. By engaging with their work,
learners have been able to see how sociology developed beyond its early foundations into a
discipline capable of addressing complex issues in. modern society.

We began with Marx’s theory of social conflict, focusing on historical materialism, class
struggle, and his critique of capitalism. We then moved on to Weber’s interpretive sociology,
examining Verstehen, types of social action, rationalisation, and the Protestant ethic. Following
that, we considered Parsons’ structural functionalism and his AGIL framework, along with
critiques of functionalist thought. Finally, we compared insights from Marx, Weber, and Parsons,
assessing their continuing relevance to contemporary issues and the evolution of modern social
theory. By completing this Series, you should now be able to define Marx’s materialist
conception of history (SLO 5.1); explain class struggle (SLO 5.2), analyse critiques of capitalism
(SLO 5.3), describe Weber’s interpretive approach (SLO 5.4), distinguish types of social action
(SLO 5.5), evaluate rationalisation (SLO 5.6), explain the Protestant ethic (SLO 5.7), outline
Parsons’ theory of'social systems (SLO 5.8), apply the AGIL framework (SLO 5.9), critique
functionalism (SLO 5.10), compare classical insights (SLO 5.11), and assess their relevance to
contemporary social change (SLO 5.12).

Glossary of Terms
Adaptation (AGIL framework): The ability of a society to adjust to its environment and
allocate resources effectively.

Affective action: A type of social action identified by Weber, driven by emotions or feelings.

Alienation: Marx’s concept describing how workers become disconnected from the products
they create, the process of work, and their human potential under capitalism.

-
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Bourgeoisie: In Marx’s theory, the class that owns the means of production in capitalist
societies.

Class struggle: The conflict between groups with opposing economic interests, such as the
bourgeoisie and the proletariat.

Communism: Marx’s vision of a classless society based on collective ownership and the
elimination of exploitation.

Goal attainment (AGIL framework): The capacity of a society to set and achieve collective
objectives.

Historical materialism: Marx’s theory that material conditions, especially economic production,
drive social development.

Integration (AGIL framework): The coordination of different parts of society to'ensure
harmony and cooperation.

Instrumentally rational action: A type of social action identified by Weber, guided by
calculation of efficiency or means to an end.

Latency (AGIL framework): The maintenance of cultural values and motivation that sustain
social patterns over time.

Proletariat: In Marx’s theory, the working class who sell their labour in capitalist societies.

Protestant ethic: Weber’s idea that Protestant values such as hard work, discipline, and frugality
encouraged the growth of capitalism.

Rationalisation: Weber’s concept describing the process by which social life becomes
increasingly organised around logic, efficiency, and rules.

Structural functionalism: Parsons’ perspective that society is made up of interrelated parts
working together to. maintain stability.

Traditional action: A type of social action identified by Weber, shaped by customs and habits.

Value-rational action: A type of social action identified by Weber, guided by belief in the
inherent value of an action, regardless of its outcome.

Verstehen: A German term used by Weber meaning “understanding” or “interpretation,”
referring to the method of grasping the meanings individuals attach to their actions.

Cancept.Check Questions [Series 5]
Objective questions

1. Who developed the theory of historical materialism? (Linked to SLO 5.1)
2. In Marx’s theory, which class owns the means of production? (Linked to SLO 5.2)

3. What term did Weber use to describe the interpretive method of understanding social
action? (Linked to SLO 5.4)
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4.

5.

Which of Weber’s four types of social action is guided by customs and habits? (Linked to
SLO 5.5)

What does the “L” in Parsons’ AGIL framework stand for? (Linked to SLO 5.9)

Short-answer questions

6. Define historical materialism and explain its significance in Marx’s theory. (Linked to
SLO 5.1)

7. Describe Marx’s critique of capitalism. (Linked to SLO 5.3)

8. Explain the concept of rationalisation in Weber’s theory. (Linked to SLO 5.6)

9. Summarise Weber’s thesis in The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.(Linked
to SLO 5.7)

10. Outline the four functions in Parsons’ AGIL framework. (Linked to SLO5.9)

11. Identify one critique of structural functionalism. (Linked to SLO 5:10)

12. Compare briefly how Marx and Weber explained social change. (Linked to SLO 5.11)

Long-answer questions

13. Analyse Marx’s theory of class struggle and its role in social change. (Linked to SLO
5.2)

14. Evaluate Weber’s concept of rationalisation and its impact on modern society. (Linked to
SLO 5.6)

15. Discuss Parsons’ structural functionalism, focusing on the AGIL framework. (Linked to

SLO 5.8, SLO 5.9)

16.

Assess the continuing relevance of Marx, Weber, and Parsons to contemporary social

issues. (Linked to SLO 5.12)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5]
Objective questions

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Karl Marx.

The bourgeoisie.
Verstehen.
Traditional action.

Latency.

Short-answer questions

6.

Historical materialism is Marx’s theory that material conditions, especially economic

production, drive social development. It is significant because it explains social change through
class conflict.

-

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



7. Marx argued that capitalism exploits workers, creates inequality, and alienates
individuals from their labour.

8. Rationalisation is the process by which social life becomes increasingly organised around
logic, efficiency, and rules.

9. Weber’s thesis argued that Protestant values such as hard work, discipline, and frugality
encouraged the growth of capitalism.

10. Adaptation, Goal attainment, Integration, Latency.
11. Functionalism was criticised for neglecting conflict and inequality.
12. Marx explained social change through class conflict and economic structures, while

Weber emphasised ideas, values, and rationalisation.
Long-answer questions

13. Basic response: Marx’s theory of class struggle highlights the conflict between the
bourgeoisie and the proletariat, which drives social change through revolution. Value-added
response: Learners may add that Marx’s theory influenced later socialist movements and
continues to inform debates about inequality and labour rights.

14. Basic response: Weber’s concept of rationalisation explains how modern society is
increasingly organised around efficiency, rules, and bureaucracy. Value-added response:
Learners may expand by noting that rationalisation has led to both progress and challenges, such
as depersonalisation and loss of traditional values.

15. Basic response: Parsons’ structural functionalism views society as a system of
interrelated parts, with the AGIL framework explaining how societies maintain stability. Value-
added response: Learners mayadd that while functionalism contributed to systematic analysis of
institutions, it was criticised for ignoring conflict and change.

16. Basic response: Marx, Weber, and Parsons remain relevant because their theories help
explain inequality, bureaucracy, and institutional stability in modern society. Value-added
response: Learners may add that contemporary approaches such as feminism, critical theory, and
global sociology build on and critique these classical insights to address new challenges.

Answers to Pilot,Questions [Series 5]
Part 5.1

o Karl Marx, influenced by German philosophy, British political economy, and French
socialism.

o Historical materialism, the theory that material conditions drive social development.
o Through contradictions between classes, leading to revolutions and new social orders.

e The bourgeoisie own the means of production, while the proletariat sell their labour.
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o Capitalism exploits workers, creates inequality, and alienates individuals from their
labour.

e A revolutionary transformation towards communism, a classless society based on
collective ownership.

Part 5.2

o Interpretive sociology, which focuses on meanings behind actions, unlike Marx’s
emphasis on economic structures.

e Verstehen, meaning “understanding” or “interpretation.”
o Instrumentally rational, value-rational, affective, and traditional actions.
o It organises social life around logic, efficiency, and rules, shaping modern institutions.

o Religious values, particularly Protestant discipline and frugality, encouraged capitalist
growth.

e Weber emphasised culture and values, while Marx emphasised material conditions and
class conflict.

Part 5.3

o Structural functionalism, defined by Parsons as society made up of interrelated parts
working together to maintain stability.

e Adaptation, Goal attainment, Integration, Latency.
o By ensuring societies balance these four functions to survive and thrive.
o It was criticised for overemphasising stability and neglecting conflict and inequality.

o It contributed systematic analysis of institutions and influenced later theories of social
organisation.

Part 5.4

e Marx emphasised conflict, Weber emphasised rationalisation, and Parsons emphasised
social systems.

o  They remain relevant in explaining inequality, bureaucracy, and institutional stability.
o Examples include global inequality, labour exploitation, and debates about capitalism.
e . Rationalisation explains bureaucracy, efficiency, and modern organisational structures.

e Functionalism highlights how institutions such as family and education maintain social
order.

e Modern theory evolved through approaches such as critical theory, feminism,
postmodernism, and global sociology.
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This section compiles references and attributions for Series 5: Modern Social Theory: Marx,
Weber, Parsons, and Social Change. It includes textual references, illustration sources, and Al-
generated prompts. The referencing style follows APA guidelines for clarity and consistency.
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