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1.1.2 Core Objectives of Nigeria’s Foreign Policy 

1.1.3 National Interest as the Guiding Principle 

1.2 Historical Foundations of Nigeria’s Foreign Policy 

1.2.1 Colonial Legacy and Independence Context 

1.2.2 Early Post-Independence Foreign Policy Directions 

1.2.3 Role of Leadership in Shaping Policy Foundations 

1.3 Key Determinants of Nigeria’s Foreign Policy 

1.3.1 Domestic Political and Economic Factors 

1.3.2 Geopolitical and Regional Considerations 

1.3.3 Influence of International Environment 

1.4 Evolution of Nigeria’s Foreign Policy Orientation 

1.4.1 Non-Aligned Movement Beginnings 

1.4.2 Transition from Civilian to Military Regimes 

1.4.3 Continuities and Shifts in Policy Priorities 

Introduction 
Foreign policy is often described as the mirror through which a nation presents itself to the 

world. For Nigeria, the foundations of its foreign policy are deeply rooted in its historical 

experiences, domestic realities, and aspirations as a sovereign state. Understanding these 

foundations is essential because they provide the framework upon which subsequent policies and 

external relations have been built. As learners, you will find that this Series sets the stage for 

appreciating Nigeria’s role in the international community and prepares you to engage critically 

with later discussions in the course. 

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the conceptual, historical, and structural bases of 

Nigeria’s foreign policy, equipping you with the knowledge to analyse how national interests and 

external influences have shaped its orientation since independence. 

We shall commence this Series by examining the conceptual basis of foreign policy, including its 

definition, objectives, and the guiding principle of national interest. Next, we will explore the 

historical foundations, focusing on the colonial legacy, the independence context, and the role of 

leadership in shaping early directions. Following that, we will consider the key determinants of 

Nigeria’s foreign policy, such as domestic politics, economic factors, and regional as well as 

international influences. Finally, we will wrap up by tracing the evolution of Nigeria’s foreign 
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policy orientation, highlighting the beginnings of non-alignment, the shifts between civilian and 

military regimes, and the continuities that have defined Nigeria’s external relations. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 2.1 define the concept of foreign policy and identify its core objectives in the Nigerian 

context, 

SLO 2.2 explain how national interest serves as the guiding principle of Nigeria’s foreign 

policy, 

SLO 2.3 analyse the historical foundations of Nigeria’s foreign policy, including the colonial 

legacy, independence context, and leadership influences, 

SLO 2.4 evaluate the key determinants of Nigeria’s foreign policy, focusing on domestic, 

regional, and international factors, and 

SLO 2.5 trace the evolution of Nigeria’s foreign policy orientation, highlighting the 

beginnings of non-alignment, shifts between civilian and military regimes, and 

continuities in policy priorities. 

 

 

1.1 Conceptual Basis of Foreign Policy 
1.1.1 Definition of foreign policy 
Foreign policy refers to the strategies, decisions, and actions adopted by a sovereign state in its 

relations with other states and international organisations. It is essentially the external projection 

of a nation’s domestic priorities, values, and interests. For Nigeria, foreign policy has been 

shaped by its quest to protect sovereignty, promote economic development, and assert its role 

within Africa and the wider world. 

Foreign policy is not static, but rather dynamic, responding to changing domestic and 

international conditions. It is often described as the bridge between a nation’s internal setting and 

the global environment. 

Fill in the blank: Foreign policy is the ______ projection of a nation’s domestic priorities, values, 

and interests. 
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Opens in a new window mecouncil.org 

Diagram showing the link between domestic priorities and foreign policy actions Caption: Figure 

1.1 Conceptual link between domestic priorities and foreign policy  

 

1.1.2 Core objectives of Nigeria’s foreign policy 
The objectives of Nigeria’s foreign policy are the guiding goals that determine its external 

actions. Since independence, Nigeria has consistently emphasised the protection of national 

sovereignty, the promotion of African unity, the defence of territorial integrity, and the pursuit of 

economic development. 

Nigeria’s foreign policy objectives also include fostering peaceful relations with neighbours, 

supporting decolonisation movements, and contributing to global peace and security. These 

objectives reflect Nigeria’s identity as both a regional leader and a responsible member of the 

international community. 

Fill in the blank: One of Nigeria’s foreign policy objectives is the promotion of ______ unity. 

Mission Scope Nigeria's Role 

UN 

Peacekeeping 
Global 

Historically one of the top 5 troop-contributing 

countries (TCCs) to the UN. 

ECOMOG 

(Liberia) 

Sub-

Regional 

Provided roughly 80% of funding and the bulk of the 

12,000+ troops deployed. 

Sudan (Darfur) Continental 
Played a lead role in the AU mission (AMIS) before it 

transitioned to a hybrid UN mission (UNAMID). 

Caption: Box 1.1 Selected objectives of Nigeria’s foreign policy 

 

1.1.3 National interest as the guiding principle 
National interest refers to the fundamental concerns and priorities that a state seeks to protect 

and advance in its external relations. For Nigeria, national interest has often been defined in 

terms of security, economic prosperity, political stability, and leadership in Africa. 

National interest serves as the compass of foreign policy, ensuring that external actions are 

consistent with internal needs. For example, Nigeria’s support for liberation movements in 

https://mecouncil.org/publication/irans-evolving-foreign-policy-structure-implications-on-foreign-relations/
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Africa was not only a moral stance but also a strategic effort to strengthen its leadership role on 

the continent. 

Fill in the blank: National interest serves as the ______ of foreign policy, ensuring consistency 

with internal needs. 

Dimension Level Description Examples in Nigerian Policy 

Primary / 

Core 
Survival 

Interests that are 

fundamental and non-

negotiable. If these are 

lost, the state ceases to 

exist. 

Defense of territorial integrity; 

protection against secessionist 

movements; national 

sovereignty. 

Secondary / 

Vital 

Well-

being 

Essential for the 

prosperity and social 

stability of the nation and 

its citizens. 

Economic diplomacy to attract 

FDI; protection of Nigerians in 

the diaspora; securing oil and 

gas infrastructure. 

Tertiary / 

General 

Global 

Status 

Long-term goals that 

project influence and 

promote a stable 

international 

environment. 

Leadership in ECOWAS; 

participation in UN 

Peacekeeping; advocacy for a 

permanent seat on the UN 

Security Council. 

Caption: Table 1.1 Dimensions of Nigeria’s national interest 

 

Pilot questions 1.1 

Which term refers to the strategies and actions adopted by a sovereign state in its external 

relations? 

Identify one of Nigeria’s foreign policy objectives since independence. 

What principle serves as the compass of Nigeria’s foreign policy? 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s foreign policy objectives include the defence of ______ integrity. 

Which dimension of national interest focuses on promoting trade and investment? 

 

 

1.2 Historical Foundations of Nigeria’s Foreign Policy 
1.2.1 Colonial legacy and independence context 
The colonial legacy refers to the political, economic, and social structures inherited from 

colonial rule. Nigeria’s foreign policy at independence in 1960 was influenced by its colonial 

experience under Britain. This included exposure to Western diplomatic traditions, reliance on 

Commonwealth ties, and the adoption of English as the language of diplomacy. 
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At independence, Nigeria sought to assert its sovereignty while maintaining cordial relations 

with Britain and other Western powers. The early foreign policy context was therefore shaped by 

balancing inherited colonial ties with the desire to establish an independent identity in global 

affairs. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s foreign policy at independence was influenced by its ______ 

experience under Britain. 

Image showing Nigeria’s independence celebrations in 1960 Caption: Plate 1.1 Nigeria’s 

independence and its foreign policy beginnings  

 

1.2.2 Early post-independence foreign policy directions 
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Nigeria’s early foreign policy was characterised by cautious diplomacy. Leaders emphasised 

non-interference in the internal affairs of other states, peaceful coexistence, and respect for 

sovereignty. At the same time, Nigeria began to champion African unity and support liberation 

movements across the continent. 

The country’s first Prime Minister, Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, articulated Nigeria’s foreign 

policy as one of moderation, friendship, and cooperation. This approach reflected Nigeria’s 

desire to be accepted internationally while also carving out a leadership role in Africa. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s first Prime Minister, Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, emphasised 

______, friendship, and cooperation in foreign policy. 

 
Caption: Box 1.2 Key features of Nigeria’s early foreign policy 
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1.2.3 Role of leadership in shaping policy foundations 
Leadership has played a critical role in shaping Nigeria’s foreign policy foundations. The vision 

and priorities of early leaders influenced the country’s external orientation. For example, 

Balewa’s cautious diplomacy contrasted with later leaders who adopted more assertive stances. 

Leadership decisions determined Nigeria’s involvement in African affairs, its stance on global 

issues, and its relationships with major powers. This highlights the importance of political 

leadership in defining foreign policy direction and ensuring consistency with national interest. 

Fill in the blank: Leadership decisions determined Nigeria’s involvement in ______ affairs and 

relationships with major powers. 

Diagram showing leadership influence on Nigeria’s foreign policy orientation Caption: Figure 

1.2 Leadership as a determinant of foreign policy foundations  
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Pilot questions 1.2 

What term refers to the structures inherited from colonial rule that influenced Nigeria’s 

foreign policy? 

Which country’s colonial experience shaped Nigeria’s early foreign policy context? 

Who was Nigeria’s first Prime Minister and what principles did he emphasise in foreign 

policy? 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s early foreign policy supported ______ movements across Africa. 

What factor highlights the importance of leadership in shaping Nigeria’s foreign policy 

foundations? 

 

1.3 Key Determinants of Nigeria’s Foreign Policy 
1.3.1 Domestic political and economic factors 
Domestic conditions play a central role in shaping Nigeria’s foreign policy. Domestic political 

factors refer to the internal governance structures, political stability, and ideological orientations 

that influence external relations. For example, periods of military rule often produced more 

assertive foreign policies compared to civilian administrations, which tended to emphasise 

diplomacy and cooperation. 

Economic factors are equally important. Nigeria’s reliance on oil exports has shaped its external 

engagements, particularly with countries that are major consumers of petroleum. Economic 

challenges such as inflation, unemployment, and debt have also influenced Nigeria’s foreign 

policy priorities, often pushing the country to seek international assistance or partnerships. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s reliance on ______ exports has significantly shaped its external 

engagements. 
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Diagram showing domestic political and economic factors influencing foreign policy Caption: 

Figure 1.3 Domestic determinants of Nigeria’s foreign policy  

 

1.3.2 Geopolitical and regional considerations 
Geopolitical considerations refer to Nigeria’s strategic location in West Africa and its role as a 

regional power. Nigeria shares borders with several countries, including Benin, Niger, Chad, and 

Cameroon, making neighbourly relations a critical determinant of foreign policy. 

Nigeria’s size, population, and resources have positioned it as a leader in the Economic 

Community of West African States (ECOWAS). This regional role has required Nigeria to 

balance national interests with collective responsibilities, such as peacekeeping and conflict 

resolution. 
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Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s leadership role in ______ has required it to balance national interests 

with collective responsibilities. 

Image showing ECOWAS leaders at a regional summit Caption: Plate 1.2 Nigeria’s role in 

ECOWAS regional diplomacy  

 

1.3.3 Influence of international environment 
The international environment refers to the global political and economic context within which 

Nigeria operates. This includes relations with major powers, membership in international 

organisations, and responses to global issues such as climate change, terrorism, and trade. 

Nigeria’s foreign policy has often been shaped by its need to navigate Cold War dynamics, 

global economic shifts, and contemporary challenges like globalisation. International 
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organisations such as the United Nations and the African Union have provided platforms for 

Nigeria to project its influence and pursue its interests. 

Fill in the blank: International organisations such as the ______ have provided platforms for 

Nigeria to project its influence. 

Caption: Table 1.2 International influences on Nigeria’s foreign policy 

 

Pilot questions 1.3 

Which domestic factor has significantly shaped Nigeria’s external engagements? 

Fill in the blank: Periods of ______ rule often produced more assertive foreign policies. 

What regional organisation has Nigeria played a leadership role in? 
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Which global context required Nigeria to navigate relations between Western and Eastern 

blocs? 

Fill in the blank: International organisations such as the African Union have provided 

platforms for Nigeria to project its ______. 

 

1.3 Key Determinants of Nigeria’s Foreign Policy 
1.3.1 Domestic political and economic factors 
Domestic conditions play a central role in shaping Nigeria’s foreign policy. Domestic political 

factors refer to the internal governance structures, political stability, and ideological orientations 

that influence external relations. For example, periods of military rule often produced more 

assertive foreign policies compared to civilian administrations, which tended to emphasise 

diplomacy and cooperation. 

Economic factors are equally important. Nigeria’s reliance on oil exports has shaped its external 

engagements, particularly with countries that are major consumers of petroleum. Economic 

challenges such as inflation, unemployment, and debt have also influenced Nigeria’s foreign 

policy priorities, often pushing the country to seek international assistance or partnerships. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s reliance on ______ exports has significantly shaped its external 

engagements. 
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Diagram showing domestic political and economic factors influencing foreign policy Caption: 

Figure 1.3 Domestic determinants of Nigeria’s foreign policy  

 

1.3.2 Geopolitical and regional considerations 
Geopolitical considerations refer to Nigeria’s strategic location in West Africa and its role as a 

regional power. Nigeria shares borders with several countries, including Benin, Niger, Chad, and 

Cameroon, making neighbourly relations a critical determinant of foreign policy. 

Nigeria’s size, population, and resources have positioned it as a leader in the Economic 

Community of West African States (ECOWAS). This regional role has required Nigeria to 

balance national interests with collective responsibilities, such as peacekeeping and conflict 

resolution. 
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Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s leadership role in ______ has required it to balance national interests 

with collective responsibilities. 

Image showing ECOWAS leaders at a regional summit Caption: Plate 1.2 Nigeria’s role in 

ECOWAS regional diplomacy  

 

1.3.3 Influence of international environment 
The international environment refers to the global political and economic context within which 

Nigeria operates. This includes relations with major powers, membership in international 

organisations, and responses to global issues such as climate change, terrorism, and trade. 

Nigeria’s foreign policy has often been shaped by its need to navigate Cold War dynamics, 

global economic shifts, and contemporary challenges like globalisation. International 
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organisations such as the United Nations and the African Union have provided platforms for 

Nigeria to project its influence and pursue its interests. 

Fill in the blank: International organisations such as the ______ have provided platforms for 

Nigeria to project its influence. 

Caption: Table 1.2 International influences on Nigeria’s foreign policy 

 

Pilot questions 1.3 

Which domestic factor has significantly shaped Nigeria’s external engagements? 

Fill in the blank: Periods of ______ rule often produced more assertive foreign policies. 

What regional organisation has Nigeria played a leadership role in? 
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Which global context required Nigeria to navigate relations between Western and Eastern 

blocs? 

Fill in the blank: International organisations such as the African Union have provided 

platforms for Nigeria to project its ______. 

 

1.4 Evolution of Nigeria’s Foreign Policy Orientation 
1.4.1 Non-Aligned Movement beginnings 
The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) refers to a group of states that chose not to formally align 

with either the Western or Eastern blocs during the Cold War. Nigeria joined this movement as 

part of its effort to maintain independence in foreign policy decisions. By doing so, Nigeria 

sought to avoid being drawn into superpower rivalries while still benefiting from relations with 

both sides. 

Nigeria’s participation in NAM reflected its desire to pursue a balanced approach, focusing on 

African solidarity and national interest rather than ideological alignment. This orientation 

allowed Nigeria to support liberation movements and promote peace without being tied to the 

policies of either bloc. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria joined the ______ Movement to avoid being drawn into superpower 

rivalries. 
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Diagram showing Nigeria’s position within the Non-Aligned Movement during the Cold War 

Caption: Figure 1.4 Nigeria’s role in the Non-Aligned Movement  

 

1.4.2 Transition from civilian to military regimes 
Nigeria’s foreign policy orientation has been influenced by shifts between civilian and military 

regimes. Civilian governments often emphasised diplomacy, cooperation, and moderation, while 

military regimes tended to adopt more assertive and interventionist stances. 

For example, during military rule, Nigeria played a more active role in peacekeeping missions 

and regional interventions, reflecting the military’s preference for decisive action. Civilian 

administrations, on the other hand, prioritised negotiation and consensus-building. 
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Fill in the blank: Military regimes in Nigeria often adopted more ______ and interventionist 

stances in foreign policy. 

Image showing Nigerian military leaders at an international summit Caption: Plate 1.3 Military 

influence on Nigeria’s foreign policy orientation  

 

1.4.3 Continuities and shifts in policy priorities 
Despite changes in leadership and regime type, certain continuities have remained in Nigeria’s 

foreign policy. These include the emphasis on African unity, the defence of sovereignty, and the 

pursuit of economic development. However, shifts have also occurred, particularly in response to 

global events such as the end of the Cold War, economic crises, and new security challenges. 
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Nigeria’s foreign policy has therefore evolved as a blend of continuity and change. While the 

guiding principles have remained consistent, the strategies and emphases have shifted to reflect 

new realities. This adaptability has allowed Nigeria to maintain relevance in both regional and 

global affairs. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s foreign policy has evolved as a blend of ______ and change. 

Caption: Table 1.3 Continuities and shifts in Nigeria’s foreign policy priorities 

 

Pilot questions 1.4 

Which movement did Nigeria join to avoid alignment with superpower blocs? 
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Fill in the blank: Civilian governments often emphasised ______, cooperation, and 

moderation in foreign policy. 

What type of regimes in Nigeria adopted more assertive and interventionist stances? 

Identify one continuity in Nigeria’s foreign policy priorities. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s foreign policy has evolved as a blend of continuity and ______. 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has introduced you to the foundations of Nigeria’s foreign policy, highlighting its 

importance as the framework through which Nigeria engages with the international community. 

The purpose was to help you appreciate how Nigeria’s external relations are rooted in conceptual 

definitions, historical experiences, domestic realities, and evolving orientations, all of which are 

central to understanding the country’s role in Africa and beyond. 

We began by examining the conceptual basis of foreign policy, including its definition, 

objectives, and the guiding principle of national interest. Then we explored the historical 

foundations, focusing on the colonial legacy, independence context, and leadership influences. 

Following that, we considered the key determinants of Nigeria’s foreign policy, such as domestic 

political and economic factors, regional considerations, and the international environment. 

Finally, we traced the evolution of Nigeria’s foreign policy orientation, looking at the beginnings 

of non-alignment, shifts between civilian and military regimes, and the continuities that have 

remained. By completing this Series, you should now be able to define foreign policy and its 

objectives, explain the role of national interest, analyse historical foundations, evaluate key 

determinants, and trace the evolution of Nigeria’s foreign policy orientation, as outlined in the 

Series Learning Outcomes. 

 

Glossary of Terms 

African unity: The principle that African countries should cooperate politically, economically, 

and socially to achieve collective progress and solidarity. 

Colonial legacy: The political, economic, and social structures inherited from colonial rule, 

which continued to influence Nigeria’s foreign policy after independence. 

Domestic political factors: Internal governance structures, political stability, and ideological 

orientations within Nigeria that shape its foreign policy decisions. 

Economic factors: The role of Nigeria’s economy, particularly its reliance on oil exports, in 

influencing external relations and foreign policy priorities. 

Foreign policy: The strategies, decisions, and actions adopted by a sovereign state in its relations 

with other states and international organisations. 

Geopolitical considerations: Strategic factors related to Nigeria’s location, borders, and role as 

a regional power in West Africa. 
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International environment: The global political and economic context, including relations with 

major powers, international organisations, and global challenges, that influences Nigeria’s 

foreign policy. 

National interest: The fundamental concerns and priorities of a state, such as security, economic 

prosperity, political stability, and regional leadership, which guide foreign policy decisions. 

Non-Aligned Movement (NAM): A group of states that chose not to formally align with either 

the Western or Eastern blocs during the Cold War, allowing Nigeria to pursue independent 

foreign policy decisions. 

Sovereignty: The authority of a state to govern itself without external interference, often 

defended as a core objective of Nigeria’s foreign policy. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 1] 

Objective Questions 

Which term refers to the strategies and actions adopted by a sovereign state in its external 

relations? (Linked to SLO 2.1) 

Nigeria’s foreign policy objectives include the promotion of ______ unity. (Linked to SLO 

2.1) 

Who was Nigeria’s first Prime Minister and what principles did he emphasise in foreign 

policy? (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

Nigeria’s reliance on ______ exports has significantly shaped its external engagements. 

(Linked to SLO 2.4) 

Which movement did Nigeria join to avoid alignment with superpower blocs during the Cold 

War? (Linked to SLO 2.5) 

Short-Answer Questions 

Define national interest and explain its role as the guiding principle of Nigeria’s foreign policy. 

(Linked to SLO 2.2) 

Identify two domestic political factors that have influenced Nigeria’s foreign policy orientation. 

(Linked to SLO 2.4) 

Explain how Nigeria’s colonial legacy shaped its early foreign policy directions. (Linked to SLO 

2.3) 

List three continuities in Nigeria’s foreign policy priorities despite changes in leadership. 

(Linked to SLO 2.5) 

Describe Nigeria’s role in ECOWAS and explain how it reflects geopolitical considerations. 

(Linked to SLO 2.4) 

Long-Answer Questions 
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Analyse the historical foundations of Nigeria’s foreign policy, focusing on the colonial legacy, 

independence context, and leadership influences. (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

Evaluate the key determinants of Nigeria’s foreign policy, discussing domestic, regional, and 

international factors. (Linked to SLO 2.4) 

Trace the evolution of Nigeria’s foreign policy orientation, highlighting the beginnings of non-

alignment, shifts between civilian and military regimes, and continuities in policy priorities. 

(Linked to SLO 2.5) 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1] 

Objective Questions 

Foreign policy. 

African unity. 

Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa; he emphasised moderation, friendship, and cooperation. 

Oil. 

The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). 

Short-Answer Questions 

National interest refers to the fundamental concerns and priorities of a state, such as security, 

economic prosperity, political stability, and regional leadership. It serves as the guiding principle 

of Nigeria’s foreign policy by ensuring that external actions align with internal needs. 

Examples include periods of military rule, which produced assertive policies, and civilian 

governance, which emphasised diplomacy and cooperation. 

Nigeria’s colonial legacy under Britain introduced Western diplomatic traditions, reliance on 

Commonwealth ties, and English as the language of diplomacy, shaping cautious early foreign 

policy directions. 

Continuities include emphasis on African unity, defence of sovereignty, and pursuit of economic 

development. 

Nigeria’s leadership role in ECOWAS reflects its geopolitical considerations, as its size, 

population, and resources position it as a regional power responsible for peacekeeping and 

conflict resolution. 

Long-Answer Questions 

Basic response: Nigeria’s foreign policy foundations were shaped by its colonial legacy under 

Britain, the independence context of asserting sovereignty, and leadership influences such as 

Balewa’s emphasis on moderation and cooperation. Value-added response: Beyond the Series, 

learners may note that Nigeria’s colonial experience also created economic dependencies and 

institutional structures that influenced foreign policy. Leadership styles varied, with later leaders 

adopting more assertive stances, reflecting Nigeria’s growing confidence as a regional power. 
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Basic response: Nigeria’s foreign policy determinants include domestic political and economic 

factors, regional considerations such as ECOWAS leadership, and international influences like 

Cold War dynamics and globalisation. Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that 

Nigeria’s oil wealth created both opportunities and vulnerabilities, while regional instability 

often required Nigeria to act as a peacekeeper. Internationally, Nigeria’s membership in 

organisations like the UN and AU expanded its diplomatic reach. 

Basic response: Nigeria’s foreign policy evolved through participation in the Non-Aligned 

Movement, shifts between civilian diplomacy and military assertiveness, and continuities such as 

African unity and sovereignty. Value-added response: Learners may extend this by noting that 

Nigeria’s adaptability allowed it to remain relevant in global affairs, with post-Cold War 

priorities including economic liberalisation, responses to terrorism, and engagement with 

globalisation. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1] 

Pilot questions 1.1 

Foreign policy 

Promotion of African unity 

National interest 

Territorial integrity 

Economic prosperity 

Pilot questions 1.2 

Colonial legacy 

Britain 

Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa; moderation, friendship, and cooperation 

Liberation movements 

Leadership 

Pilot questions 1.3 

Oil exports 

Military rule 

ECOWAS 

Cold War dynamics 

Influence 

Pilot questions 1.4 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) 

Diplomacy 

Military regimes 

African unity 

Change 
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SERIES 2: Domestic Influences on External Relations 

2.1 Political structures and governance 

2.1.1 Influence of civilian administrations 

2.1.2 Impact of military regimes 

2.1.3 Role of leadership personalities 

2.2 Pressure groups and domestic actors 

2.2.1 Political parties and their foreign policy positions 

2.2.2 Influence of civil society and media 

2.2.3 Role of business and economic interest groups 

2.3 Socio-cultural and ethnic factors 

2.3.1 Ethnic diversity and national cohesion 

2.3.2 Religious influences on external relations 

2.3.3 Public opinion and national identity 

2.4 Economic conditions and development priorities 

2.4.1 Oil economy and external engagements 

2.4.2 Trade, investment, and industrialisation 

2.4.3 Domestic economic challenges and foreign policy responses 

Introduction 

In the last Series, we explored the foundations of Nigeria’s foreign policy, focusing on its 

conceptual basis, historical roots, key determinants, and evolving orientations. Building on that 

knowledge, we now turn inward to examine how domestic realities shape Nigeria’s external 

relations. This perspective is crucial because foreign policy does not exist in isolation; it is often 

a reflection of internal political structures, economic conditions, social dynamics, and the 

influence of various domestic actors. 

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to analyse how Nigeria’s internal 

environment influences its foreign policy decisions, enabling you to connect domestic pressures 

with external actions in a clear and systematic way. 

We shall commence this Series by examining political structures and governance, looking at the 

influence of civilian administrations, military regimes, and leadership personalities. Next, we 

will explore the role of pressure groups and domestic actors, including political parties, civil 

society, media, and business interests. Following that, we will consider socio-cultural and ethnic 

factors, focusing on ethnic diversity, religious influences, and public opinion. Finally, we will 
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wrap up by analysing economic conditions and development priorities, particularly the oil 

economy, trade, investment, and how domestic challenges shape Nigeria’s foreign policy 

responses. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 2.1 analyse how political structures and governance, including civilian administrations, 

military regimes, and leadership personalities, influence Nigeria’s foreign policy, 

SLO 2.2 evaluate the role of pressure groups and domestic actors such as political parties, 

civil society, media, and business interests in shaping external relations, 

SLO 2.3 explain how socio-cultural and ethnic factors, including ethnic diversity, religious 

influences, and public opinion, affect Nigeria’s foreign policy decisions, and 

SLO 2.4 assess the impact of economic conditions and development priorities, particularly 

the oil economy, trade, investment, and domestic challenges, on Nigeria’s external 

engagements 

 

2.1 Political Structures and Governance 
2.1.1 Influence of civilian administrations 

Civilian administrations refer to governments led by elected officials who operate within 

constitutional frameworks. In Nigeria, civilian governments have generally emphasised 

diplomacy, cooperation, and consensus-building in foreign policy. Their approach often reflects 

democratic values such as respect for sovereignty, peaceful coexistence, and international 

collaboration. 

Civilian administrations have also prioritised economic diplomacy, seeking trade agreements and 

partnerships that support national development. For example, during the Second Republic, 

Nigeria pursued closer ties with Western nations while maintaining its African commitments. 

Fill in the blank: Civilian administrations in Nigeria often emphasised ______, cooperation, and 

consensus-building in foreign policy. 
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Diagram showing the influence of civilian administrations on Nigeria’s foreign policy Caption: 

Figure 2.1 Civilian administrations and their foreign policy orientation  

 

2.1.2 Impact of military regimes 

Military regimes refer to governments led by armed forces, often established through coups. In 

Nigeria, military regimes have tended to adopt more assertive and interventionist foreign 

policies. Their approach reflected the military’s preference for decisive action and control, both 

domestically and internationally. 

Military governments often engaged in peacekeeping missions and regional interventions, 

asserting Nigeria’s leadership role in Africa. For instance, Nigeria’s involvement in Liberia and 
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Sierra Leone during the 1990s demonstrated the military’s willingness to use force to achieve 

regional stability. 

Fill in the blank: Military regimes in Nigeria often adopted more ______ and interventionist 

stances in foreign policy. 

Image showing Nigerian military leaders at a regional summit Caption: Plate 2.1 Military 

regimes and Nigeria’s assertive foreign policy role  

 

2.1.3 Role of leadership personalities 

Leadership personalities refer to the individual traits, visions, and priorities of Nigeria’s leaders 

that shape foreign policy direction. For example, Prime Minister Tafawa Balewa was known for 
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his cautious diplomacy, while General Murtala Mohammed adopted a bold and activist stance, 

particularly in African affairs. 

Leadership personalities often determine the tone and emphasis of foreign policy. A leader’s 

worldview, charisma, and political ideology can influence Nigeria’s external relations, 

sometimes leading to significant shifts in orientation. 

Fill in the blank: Leadership personalities often determine the ______ and emphasis of foreign 

policy. 

Caption: Box 2.1 Examples of leadership personalities influencing Nigeria’s foreign policy 

 

Pilot questions 2.1 
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What term refers to governments led by elected officials operating within constitutional 

frameworks? 

Fill in the blank: Civilian administrations in Nigeria often emphasised ______, cooperation, 

and consensus-building in foreign policy. 

What type of regimes in Nigeria adopted more assertive and interventionist stances in foreign 

policy? 

Identify one example of Nigeria’s military involvement in regional peacekeeping. 

Fill in the blank: Leadership personalities often determine the ______ and emphasis of 

foreign policy. 

 

2.2 Pressure Groups and Domestic Actors 
2.2.1 Political parties and their foreign policy positions 

Political parties are organised groups that seek to gain political power and influence 

government decisions, including foreign policy. In Nigeria, political parties have historically 

shaped external relations through their ideological leanings and policy priorities. For example, 

parties with strong nationalist orientations emphasised sovereignty and African solidarity, while 

others focused on economic diplomacy and international cooperation. 

Political parties also influence foreign policy through their manifestos, legislative actions, and 

the positions of their elected representatives. Their role ensures that foreign policy reflects not 

only leadership preferences but also broader political competition and debate. 

Fill in the blank: Political parties influence foreign policy through their ______, legislative 

actions, and elected representatives. 
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Caption: Box 2.2 Political party influences on Nigeria’s foreign policy 

 

 

 

 

2.2.2 Influence of civil society and media 

Civil society refers to non-governmental organisations, advocacy groups, and community 

associations that represent public interests. In Nigeria, civil society has influenced foreign policy 

by advocating for human rights, democracy, and accountability in international engagements. 
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The media plays a complementary role by shaping public opinion and holding leaders 

accountable for foreign policy decisions. Through reporting, commentary, and investigative 

journalism, the media ensures transparency and stimulates debate on Nigeria’s external relations. 

Fill in the blank: Civil society influences foreign policy by advocating for ______, democracy, 

and accountability. 

Diagram showing the influence of civil society and media on foreign policy Caption: Figure 2.2 

Civil society and media as influencers of foreign policy  

 

2.2.3 Role of business and economic interest groups 
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Business and economic interest groups are associations of industries, trade unions, and 

investors that lobby for policies favourable to economic growth and trade. In Nigeria, these 

groups have influenced foreign policy by pushing for agreements that open markets, protect 

investments, and encourage international partnerships. 

For instance, oil companies and trade associations have played a significant role in shaping 

Nigeria’s external economic relations, given the country’s reliance on petroleum exports. Their 

influence ensures that foreign policy decisions align with economic priorities and development 

goals. 

Fill in the blank: Business and economic interest groups lobby for policies that protect ______ 

and encourage international partnerships. 

Caption: Table 2.1 Economic interest groups and their influence on foreign policy 
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Pilot questions 2.2 

Fill in the blank: Political parties influence foreign policy through their ______, legislative 

actions, and elected representatives. 

What term refers to non-governmental organisations and advocacy groups that represent 

public interests? 

Fill in the blank: Civil society influences foreign policy by advocating for ______, 

democracy, and accountability. 

Which sector has played a significant role in shaping Nigeria’s external economic relations? 

Fill in the blank: Business and economic interest groups lobby for policies that protect 

______ and encourage international partnerships. 

2.3 Socio-Cultural and Ethnic Factors 
2.3.1 Ethnic diversity and national cohesion 

Ethnic diversity refers to the presence of multiple ethnic groups within a nation, each with 

distinct languages, traditions, and identities. Nigeria is home to over 250 ethnic groups, with the 

three largest being Hausa-Fulani, Yoruba, and Igbo. This diversity has shaped Nigeria’s 

domestic politics and, by extension, its foreign policy. 

Foreign policy decisions often reflect the need to maintain national cohesion, ensuring that 

external actions do not exacerbate internal divisions. For instance, Nigeria’s support for African 

unity has been partly motivated by its desire to project an image of internal harmony despite 

ethnic complexity. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s foreign policy decisions often reflect the need to maintain ______ 

cohesion. 
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Diagram showing Nigeria’s ethnic diversity and its influence on foreign policy cohesion 

Caption: Figure 2.3 Ethnic diversity and national cohesion in Nigeria’s foreign policy  

 

2.3.2 Religious influences on external relations 

Religious influences refer to the impact of faith-based values, institutions, and communities on 

Nigeria’s foreign policy. Nigeria is religiously diverse, with Islam and Christianity being the 

dominant faiths, alongside traditional beliefs. 

Religion has influenced Nigeria’s external relations in several ways. For example, Nigeria’s 

membership in the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) reflected its Muslim population’s 

interests, while its active participation in Christian-led humanitarian initiatives reflected its 
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Christian community’s values. Religious considerations can therefore shape alliances, aid 

commitments, and diplomatic positions. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s membership in the ______ reflected its Muslim population’s interests. 

 
Image showing Nigerian delegates at an international religious organisation meeting Caption: 

Plate 2.2 Religious influences on Nigeria’s external relations  

 

2.3.3 Public opinion and national identity 

Public opinion refers to the collective views of citizens on national and international issues, 

while national identity refers to the shared sense of belonging and values that unite Nigerians. 

Both factors influence foreign policy by shaping the legitimacy of government decisions. 
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For example, widespread public opposition to apartheid in South Africa strengthened Nigeria’s 

foreign policy stance against racial discrimination. Similarly, national identity has motivated 

Nigeria to project itself as a leader in Africa, reinforcing policies that emphasise solidarity and 

regional cooperation. 

Fill in the blank: Widespread public opposition to ______ in South Africa strengthened Nigeria’s 

foreign policy stance against racial discrimination. 

Caption: Box 2.3 Examples of public opinion shaping Nigeria’s foreign policy 

 

Pilot questions 2.3 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s foreign policy decisions often reflect the need to maintain ______ 

cohesion. 
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What term refers to the impact of faith-based values and communities on Nigeria’s foreign 

policy? 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s membership in the ______ reflected its Muslim population’s 

interests. 

Identify one example of public opinion shaping Nigeria’s foreign policy stance. 

Fill in the blank: National identity has motivated Nigeria to project itself as a ______ in 

Africa. 

 

2.4 Economic Conditions and Development Priorities 
2.4.1 Oil economy and external engagements 

The oil economy refers to Nigeria’s heavy reliance on petroleum exports as the backbone of its 

national revenue. Since the 1970s, oil has shaped Nigeria’s foreign policy by determining its 

external engagements, particularly with countries that are major consumers of petroleum. Oil 

wealth has enabled Nigeria to project influence in Africa and beyond, but it has also created 

vulnerabilities when global oil prices fluctuate. 

Nigeria’s oil dependence has often driven foreign policy decisions towards securing favourable 

trade agreements, attracting investment in the energy sector, and maintaining strategic relations 

with oil-importing nations. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s foreign policy has often been driven by the need to secure favourable 

______ agreements in the energy sector. 
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Diagram showing Nigeria’s oil economy and its influence on foreign policy Caption: Figure 2.4 

Oil economy as a driver of Nigeria’s external engagements  

 

2.4.2 Trade, investment, and industrialisation 

Trade refers to the exchange of goods and services across borders, while investment involves 

the inflow of capital to support economic growth. Industrialisation is the process of developing 

industries to diversify the economy. These three factors have significantly influenced Nigeria’s 

foreign policy by shaping its external partnerships and priorities. 

Nigeria has sought to expand trade relations beyond oil, attract foreign investment, and promote 

industrialisation to reduce dependence on petroleum. Foreign policy initiatives often include 
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negotiating trade agreements, participating in regional economic blocs, and encouraging 

international investors to support domestic industries. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s foreign policy initiatives often include negotiating ______ agreements 

and encouraging international investors. 

Caption: Table 2.2 Trade, investment, and industrialisation influences on foreign policy 

 

2.4.3 Domestic economic challenges and foreign policy responses 

Domestic economic challenges such as inflation, unemployment, debt, and poverty have 

influenced Nigeria’s foreign policy responses. Governments often seek external assistance, 

loans, and partnerships to address these challenges. 
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For example, Nigeria’s engagement with international financial institutions like the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank has been shaped by the need to stabilise the 

economy. Similarly, foreign policy decisions have included seeking debt relief and negotiating 

aid packages to support development priorities. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s engagement with international financial institutions such as the 

______ has been shaped by the need to stabilise the economy. 

Caption: Box 2.4 Examples of domestic economic challenges influencing foreign policy 

 

Pilot questions 2.4 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s foreign policy has often been driven by the need to secure 

favourable ______ agreements in the energy sector. 
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What term refers to the process of developing industries to diversify the economy? 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s foreign policy initiatives often include negotiating ______ 

agreements and encouraging international investors. 

Identify one international financial institution Nigeria has engaged with to stabilise its 

economy. 

Fill in the blank: Domestic economic challenges such as inflation and debt have influenced 

Nigeria’s foreign policy ______. 

Series Summary 

This Series has examined how Nigeria’s domestic environment shapes its external relations, 

highlighting the importance of internal political, social, and economic realities in guiding foreign 

policy decisions. The purpose was to help you connect domestic pressures with Nigeria’s 

international actions, showing that foreign policy is not only about external engagements but also 

a reflection of internal governance, societal dynamics, and economic priorities. 

We began by exploring political structures and governance, focusing on the influence of civilian 

administrations, military regimes, and leadership personalities. Then we considered the role of 

pressure groups and domestic actors, including political parties, civil society, media, and 

business interests. Following that, we examined socio-cultural and ethnic factors such as ethnic 

diversity, religious influences, and public opinion. Finally, we analysed economic conditions and 

development priorities, looking at the oil economy, trade, investment, and domestic challenges. 

By completing this Series, you should now be able to analyse the impact of political structures, 

evaluate the role of domestic actors, explain socio-cultural influences, and assess how economic 

conditions shape Nigeria’s foreign policy, as outlined in the Series Learning Outcomes. 

 

Glossary of Terms 

Civilian administrations: Governments led by elected officials operating within constitutional 

frameworks, often emphasising diplomacy, cooperation, and consensus-building in foreign 

policy. 

Civil society: Non-governmental organisations, advocacy groups, and community associations 

that represent public interests and influence foreign policy through advocacy for human rights, 

democracy, and accountability. 

Economic interest groups: Associations of industries, trade unions, and investors that lobby for 

policies favourable to economic growth, trade, and investment, thereby shaping Nigeria’s 

external relations. 

Ethnic diversity: The presence of multiple ethnic groups within Nigeria, each with distinct 

languages, traditions, and identities, which influences national cohesion and foreign policy 

decisions. 

Industrialisation: The process of developing industries to diversify the economy beyond oil, 

often shaping Nigeria’s foreign policy priorities towards trade and investment. 
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Leadership personalities: The traits, visions, and priorities of Nigeria’s leaders that determine 

the tone and emphasis of foreign policy, sometimes leading to significant shifts in orientation. 

Media: Communication platforms such as newspapers, radio, television, and online outlets that 

shape public opinion and hold leaders accountable for foreign policy decisions. 

Military regimes: Governments led by armed forces, often established through coups, which 

tend to adopt assertive and interventionist foreign policy stances. 

National cohesion: The unity and stability of Nigeria’s diverse population, which foreign policy 

decisions aim to protect and project in external relations. 

Oil economy: Nigeria’s reliance on petroleum exports as the backbone of national revenue, 

which strongly influences its foreign policy engagements and external partnerships. 

Political parties: Organised groups that seek to gain political power and influence government 

decisions, including foreign policy, through manifestos, legislative actions, and elected 

representatives. 

Public opinion: The collective views of citizens on national and international issues, which 

influence the legitimacy and direction of foreign policy decisions. 

Religious influences: The impact of faith-based values, institutions, and communities on 

Nigeria’s foreign policy, shaping alliances, aid commitments, and diplomatic positions. 

Trade: The exchange of goods and services across borders, which influences Nigeria’s foreign 

policy through the negotiation of bilateral and multilateral agreements. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 2] 

Objective Questions 

Which type of government in Nigeria often emphasised diplomacy, cooperation, and 

consensus-building in foreign policy? (Linked to SLO 2.1) 

Fill in the blank: Military regimes in Nigeria often adopted more ______ and interventionist 

stances in foreign policy. (Linked to SLO 2.1) 

Political parties influence foreign policy through their ______, legislative actions, and 

elected representatives. (Linked to SLO 2.2) 

Nigeria’s membership in the ______ reflected its Muslim population’s interests. (Linked to 

SLO 2.3) 

Nigeria’s foreign policy has often been driven by the need to secure favourable ______ 

agreements in the energy sector. (Linked to SLO 2.4) 

Short-Answer Questions 

Explain how leadership personalities have influenced Nigeria’s foreign policy orientation. 

(Linked to SLO 2.1) 

Identify two ways civil society and media shape Nigeria’s foreign policy. (Linked to SLO 2.2) 
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Describe how ethnic diversity affects Nigeria’s foreign policy decisions. (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

List three domestic economic challenges that have influenced Nigeria’s foreign policy responses. 

(Linked to SLO 2.4) 

Define industrialisation and explain its relevance to Nigeria’s foreign policy priorities. (Linked 

to SLO 2.4) 

Long-Answer Questions 

Analyse the influence of political structures and governance, including civilian administrations, 

military regimes, and leadership personalities, on Nigeria’s foreign policy. (Linked to SLO 2.1) 

Evaluate the role of pressure groups and domestic actors such as political parties, civil society, 

media, and business interests in shaping Nigeria’s external relations. (Linked to SLO 2.2) 

Explain how socio-cultural and ethnic factors, including ethnic diversity, religious influences, 

and public opinion, affect Nigeria’s foreign policy decisions. (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

Assess the impact of economic conditions and development priorities, particularly the oil 

economy, trade, investment, and domestic challenges, on Nigeria’s external engagements. 

(Linked to SLO 2.4) 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2] 

Objective Questions 

Civilian administrations. 

Assertive. 

Manifestos. 

Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). 

Trade. 

Short-Answer Questions 

Leadership personalities determine the tone and emphasis of foreign policy. For example, 

Tafawa Balewa promoted cautious diplomacy, while Murtala Mohammed adopted bold activism 

in African affairs. 

Civil society advocates for democracy and human rights, while the media shapes public opinion 

and holds leaders accountable. 

Nigeria’s ethnic diversity requires foreign policy decisions that promote national cohesion and 

avoid exacerbating internal divisions. 

Inflation, unemployment, and debt are examples of domestic economic challenges influencing 

Nigeria’s foreign policy. 

Industrialisation is the process of developing industries to diversify the economy. It is relevant to 

foreign policy because it drives Nigeria to seek trade agreements and investment partnerships 

that support economic diversification. 
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Long-Answer Questions 

Basic response: Civilian administrations emphasised diplomacy and cooperation, military 

regimes adopted assertive stances, and leadership personalities shaped the tone of foreign policy. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that leadership styles reflected broader 

political contexts, with military leaders using foreign policy to assert Nigeria’s regional 

dominance, while civilian leaders sought legitimacy through international cooperation. 

Basic response: Political parties, civil society, media, and business groups influence Nigeria’s 

foreign policy through manifestos, advocacy, public opinion, and lobbying. Value-added 

response: Learners may extend this by noting that business groups, particularly oil companies, 

have shaped Nigeria’s external economic relations, while civil society has pressured 

governments to adopt human rights-based foreign policies. 

Basic response: Ethnic diversity, religious influences, and public opinion affect Nigeria’s foreign 

policy by shaping legitimacy and alliances. Value-added response: Learners may add that 

Nigeria’s ethnic and religious diversity has sometimes created tensions in foreign policy, such as 

debates over OIC membership, while public opinion has strengthened Nigeria’s stance against 

apartheid and promoted African solidarity. 

Basic response: Nigeria’s oil economy, trade, investment, and domestic challenges have 

influenced foreign policy by driving external engagements and partnerships. Value-added 

response: Outstanding learners may highlight that oil dependence created vulnerabilities during 

price fluctuations, while engagement with international financial institutions like the IMF and 

World Bank reflected Nigeria’s need to stabilise its economy and secure development support. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2] 

Pilot questions 2.1 

Civilian administrations 

Diplomacy 

Military regimes 

Liberia and Sierra Leone interventions 

Tone 

Pilot questions 2.2 

Manifestos 

Civil society 

Human rights 

Oil sector 

Investments 

Pilot questions 2.3 
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National cohesion 

Religious influences 

Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 

Opposition to apartheid in South Africa 

Leader 

Pilot questions 2.4 

Trade agreements 

Industrialisation 

Trade agreements 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

Responses 
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SERIES 3: Nigeria and Its African Neighbours 

3.1 Historical foundations of Nigeria–African relations 

3.1.1 Colonial legacies and independence movements 

3.1.2 Nigeria’s early African policy orientation 

3.1.3 Pan-Africanism and solidarity with liberation struggles 

3.2 Bilateral relations with neighbouring states 

3.2.1 Relations with West African neighbours (e.g., Benin, Niger, Cameroon) 

3.2.2 Border issues and cross-border cooperation 

3.2.3 Security and migration challenges 

3.3 Nigeria’s role in regional organisations 

3.3.1 Leadership in ECOWAS 

3.3.2 Contributions to African Union initiatives 

3.3.3 Peacekeeping and conflict resolution in Africa 

3.4 Contemporary challenges and opportunities 

3.4.1 Economic integration and trade relations 

3.4.2 Regional security threats (terrorism, insurgency, piracy) 

3.4.3 Nigeria’s vision for African development and cooperation 

Introduction 

Nigeria’s foreign policy cannot be fully understood without considering its relations with 

neighbouring African states. As the most populous country on the continent and a regional power 

in West Africa, Nigeria’s interactions with its neighbours have shaped both its domestic 

priorities and its international standing. This Series highlights the historical, political, and 

economic dimensions of Nigeria’s African relations, helping you appreciate how regional ties 

influence broader foreign policy directions. 

The aim of this Series is to examine Nigeria’s relations with its African neighbours, focusing on 

historical foundations, bilateral engagements, regional leadership, and contemporary challenges. 

By doing so, it seeks to equip you with the ability to analyse Nigeria’s role in Africa and 

evaluate how regional dynamics shape its external relations. 

We shall commence this Series by exploring the historical foundations of Nigeria–African 

relations, including colonial legacies, independence movements, and solidarity with liberation 

struggles. Next, we will examine Nigeria’s bilateral relations with neighbouring states, paying 

attention to border issues, cooperation, and security challenges. Following that, we will consider 
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Nigeria’s role in regional organisations such as ECOWAS and the African Union, highlighting 

its leadership and peacekeeping contributions. Finally, we will wrap up by analysing 

contemporary challenges and opportunities, including economic integration, regional security 

threats, and Nigeria’s vision for African development and cooperation. 

 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 3.1 analyse the historical foundations of Nigeria’s relations with African neighbours, 

including colonial legacies, independence movements, and solidarity with liberation 

struggles, 

SLO 3.2 evaluate Nigeria’s bilateral relations with neighbouring states, focusing on border 

issues, cross-border cooperation, and security challenges, 

SLO 3.3 explain Nigeria’s role in regional organisations such as ECOWAS and the African 

Union, highlighting its leadership and peacekeeping contributions, and 

SLO 3.4 assess contemporary challenges and opportunities in Nigeria’s African relations, 

including economic integration, regional security threats, and its vision for continental 

development. 

 

3.1 Historical Foundations of Nigeria–African Relations 
3.1.1 Colonial legacies and independence movements 

Colonial legacies refer to the political, economic, and social structures left behind by European 

colonial powers, which shaped the relations among African states after independence. Nigeria, 

like many African countries, inherited borders that did not reflect ethnic or cultural realities, 

leading to challenges in regional cooperation. 

The independence movements across Africa created a sense of solidarity among newly 

independent states. Nigeria, gaining independence in 1960, quickly aligned itself with other 

African nations to support decolonisation and resist neo-colonial influences. This historical 

context explains why Nigeria’s foreign policy has consistently emphasised African unity and 

anti-colonial struggles. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s foreign policy emphasis on African unity was strongly influenced by 

the ______ movements across the continent. 
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Diagram showing colonial legacies and independence movements shaping Nigeria’s African 

relations Caption: Figure 3.1 Colonial legacies and independence movements in Nigeria’s 

African relations  

 

3.1.2 Nigeria’s early African policy orientation 

African policy orientation refers to Nigeria’s deliberate prioritisation of Africa as the 

cornerstone of its foreign policy. From independence, Nigeria declared that Africa would be the 

centrepiece of its external relations. This meant that Nigeria’s diplomatic, economic, and security 

engagements were first directed towards African states before extending globally. 

Nigeria’s early African policy included supporting liberation movements, promoting regional 

cooperation, and advocating for African voices in international organisations. This orientation 
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reinforced Nigeria’s identity as a leader in Africa and shaped its long-term foreign policy 

trajectory. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria declared that ______ would be the centrepiece of its foreign policy at 

independence. 

Caption: Box 3.1 Nigeria’s early African policy orientation 

 

3.1.3 Pan-Africanism and solidarity with liberation struggles 

Pan-Africanism is the ideology that emphasises unity, solidarity, and cooperation among 

African peoples and states. Nigeria embraced Pan-Africanism by supporting liberation struggles 

in countries such as South Africa, Angola, and Zimbabwe. 
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Nigeria provided financial assistance, diplomatic support, and even military aid to liberation 

movements, reinforcing its image as a champion of African freedom. This solidarity was not 

only moral but also strategic, as Nigeria sought to strengthen its leadership role in Africa and 

ensure stability in the region. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria embraced ______ by supporting liberation struggles in countries such 

as South Africa and Zimbabwe. 

 
Image showing Nigerian leaders meeting with African liberation movement representatives 

Caption: Plate 3.1 Nigeria’s solidarity with African liberation struggles  

 

Pilot questions 3.1 
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Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s foreign policy emphasis on African unity was strongly influenced 

by the ______ movements across the continent. 

What term refers to Nigeria’s deliberate prioritisation of Africa as the cornerstone of its 

foreign policy? 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria declared that ______ would be the centrepiece of its foreign policy 

at independence. 

What ideology emphasises unity, solidarity, and cooperation among African peoples and 

states? 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria embraced ______ by supporting liberation struggles in countries 

such as South Africa and Zimbabwe. 

 

3.2 Bilateral Relations With Neighbouring States 
3.2.1 Relations with West African neighbours 

Nigeria shares borders with several West African neighbours, including Benin, Niger, and 

Cameroon. These relationships have been shaped by historical ties, cultural exchanges, and 

economic cooperation. Nigeria has often promoted trade and cross-border movement, while also 

working to resolve disputes peacefully. 

However, challenges such as smuggling, illegal migration, and border insecurity have sometimes 

strained these relations. Despite these issues, Nigeria continues to play a leading role in fostering 

regional integration and cooperation with its neighbours. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria shares borders with Benin, Niger, and ______ as part of its West 

African relations. 
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Diagram showing Nigeria and its West African neighbours with key border points Caption: 

Figure 3.2 Nigeria’s West African neighbours and border relations  

 

3.2.2 Border issues and cross-border cooperation 

Border issues refer to disputes or challenges arising from the demarcation and management of 

boundaries between Nigeria and its neighbours. For example, Nigeria and Cameroon 

experienced a long-standing dispute over the Bakassi Peninsula, which was eventually resolved 

through international arbitration. 

At the same time, cross-border cooperation has been essential for promoting peace and 

development. Nigeria has engaged in joint initiatives with neighbours to improve border security, 
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facilitate trade, and manage shared resources. These efforts highlight the balance between 

conflict resolution and collaboration in Nigeria’s bilateral relations. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria and ______ resolved their dispute over the Bakassi Peninsula through 

international arbitration. 

Image showing Nigerian and Cameroonian officials signing a border agreement Caption: Plate 

3.2 Nigeria–Cameroon border agreement on the Bakassi Peninsula  

 

3.2.3 Security and migration challenges 
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Security challenges along Nigeria’s borders include terrorism, insurgency, and cross-border 

crime. Groups such as Boko Haram have operated across Nigeria’s northeastern borders, 

affecting relations with Niger, Chad, and Cameroon. 

Migration challenges involve the movement of people across borders, often for economic 

opportunities. While migration fosters cultural exchange and labour mobility, it can also create 

tensions when linked to resource competition or insecurity. Nigeria has worked with 

neighbouring states to strengthen border patrols and manage migration flows responsibly. 

Fill in the blank: Cross-border crime and insurgency, including the activities of ______, have 

affected Nigeria’s relations with neighbouring states. 

Caption: Box 3.2 Security and migration challenges in Nigeria’s bilateral relations 
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Pilot questions 3.2 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria shares borders with Benin, Niger, and ______ as part of its West 

African relations. 

What term refers to disputes or challenges arising from the demarcation and management of 

boundaries between Nigeria and its neighbours? 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria and ______ resolved their dispute over the Bakassi Peninsula 

through international arbitration. 

Identify one example of a security challenge affecting Nigeria’s relations with neighbouring 

states. 

Fill in the blank: Cross-border crime and insurgency, including the activities of ______, have 

affected Nigeria’s relations with neighbouring states. 

 

3.3 Nigeria’s Role in Regional Organisations 
3.3.1 Leadership in ECOWAS 

ECOWAS (Economic Community of West African States) is a regional organisation 

established to promote economic integration and political cooperation among West African 

countries. Nigeria has played a leading role in ECOWAS since its inception in 1975, contributing 

significantly to its policies and initiatives. 

Nigeria’s leadership has been evident in its financial contributions, diplomatic influence, and 

peacekeeping efforts within the region. By championing integration, Nigeria has sought to 

strengthen regional trade, security, and collective bargaining power in global affairs. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria has played a leading role in ______ since its inception in 1975. 
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Diagram showing Nigeria’s leadership role in ECOWAS Caption: Figure 3.3 Nigeria’s 

leadership in ECOWAS  

 

3.3.2 Contributions to African Union initiatives 

The African Union (AU) is a continental organisation that promotes unity, peace, and 

development across Africa. Nigeria has been an active member, contributing to AU initiatives 

such as conflict resolution, democratic governance, and economic development programmes. 

Nigeria’s participation in AU summits and committees has reinforced its image as a continental 

leader. It has also supported AU-led projects on infrastructure, health, and education, aligning its 

national priorities with broader African goals. 
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Fill in the blank: Nigeria has contributed to AU initiatives such as conflict resolution, ______ 

governance, and economic development programmes. 

 
Image showing Nigerian delegates at an African Union summit Caption: Plate 3.3 Nigeria’s 

contributions to African Union initiatives  

 

3.3.3 Peacekeeping and conflict resolution in Africa 

Peacekeeping refers to military or diplomatic efforts aimed at maintaining peace in conflict 

zones, while conflict resolution involves strategies to address and resolve disputes. Nigeria has 

been a major contributor to peacekeeping missions in Africa, particularly through ECOWAS and 

AU frameworks. 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

Examples include Nigeria’s involvement in Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Darfur, where it provided 

troops, funding, and mediation support. These efforts highlight Nigeria’s commitment to regional 

stability and its willingness to bear the costs of leadership in Africa. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria has been a major contributor to ______ missions in Africa, particularly 

through ECOWAS and AU frameworks. 

Caption: Box 3.3 Nigeria’s peacekeeping and conflict resolution efforts in Africa 

 

Pilot questions 3.3 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria has played a leading role in ______ since its inception in 1975. 

What continental organisation promotes unity, peace, and development across Africa? 
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Fill in the blank: Nigeria has contributed to AU initiatives such as conflict resolution, ______ 

governance, and economic development programmes. 

Identify one example of Nigeria’s involvement in peacekeeping missions in Africa. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria has been a major contributor to ______ missions in Africa, 

particularly through ECOWAS and AU frameworks. 

 

3.4 Contemporary Challenges and Opportunities 
3.4.1 Economic integration and trade relations 

Economic integration refers to the process of creating closer economic ties among countries 

through trade agreements, shared markets, and cooperative policies. Nigeria has actively 

promoted economic integration in Africa, particularly through ECOWAS and the African 

Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). 

Trade relations with neighbouring states have been both an opportunity and a challenge. While 

Nigeria benefits from expanded markets and regional cooperation, issues such as smuggling, 

tariff disputes, and infrastructural gaps have sometimes hindered progress. Nonetheless, Nigeria 

continues to advocate for stronger regional trade frameworks to boost development. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria has promoted economic integration in Africa through ECOWAS and 

the ______. 
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Caption: Table 3.1 Economic integration and trade relations in Nigeria’s African policy 

 

3.4.2 Regional security threats 

Regional security threats include terrorism, insurgency, piracy, and cross-border crime that 

affect Nigeria and its neighbours. Boko Haram and other extremist groups have destabilised parts 

of West Africa, requiring Nigeria to collaborate with regional partners in counter-terrorism 

efforts. 

Piracy in the Gulf of Guinea has also posed a major challenge, threatening trade and maritime 

security. Nigeria has worked with neighbouring states and international partners to strengthen 

naval patrols and improve intelligence sharing. 
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Fill in the blank: Piracy in the ______ has posed a major challenge to Nigeria’s trade and 

maritime security. 

Diagram showing Nigeria’s regional security threats and cooperative responses Caption: Figure 

3.4 Regional security threats and Nigeria’s cooperative responses  

 

3.4.3 Nigeria’s vision for African development and cooperation 

Nigeria’s vision for Africa emphasises development and cooperation, focusing on economic 

growth, political stability, and continental unity. Nigeria has consistently advocated for African-

led solutions to African problems, promoting initiatives that strengthen infrastructure, education, 

and governance. 
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This vision is reflected in Nigeria’s support for regional organisations, its leadership in 

peacekeeping, and its commitment to continental projects such as AfCFTA. By positioning itself 

as a driver of African development, Nigeria seeks to reinforce its role as a continental leader. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria has consistently advocated for ______-led solutions to African 

problems. 

Caption: Box 3.4 Nigeria’s vision for African development and cooperation 

 

Pilot questions 3.4 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria has promoted economic integration in Africa through ECOWAS 

and the ______. 
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What term refers to terrorism, insurgency, piracy, and cross-border crime affecting Nigeria 

and its neighbours? 

Fill in the blank: Piracy in the ______ has posed a major challenge to Nigeria’s trade and 

maritime security. 

Identify one initiative that reflects Nigeria’s vision for African development and cooperation. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria has consistently advocated for ______-led solutions to African 

problems. 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has focused on Nigeria’s relations with its African neighbours, highlighting the 

historical, political, and economic dimensions that shape regional interactions. Its purpose was to 

show how Nigeria’s position as a regional power influences both its bilateral ties and its 

leadership role in continental organisations, while also addressing the challenges and 

opportunities that arise from these engagements. 

We began by examining the historical foundations of Nigeria–African relations, including 

colonial legacies, independence movements, and Pan-African solidarity. Then we explored 

Nigeria’s bilateral relations with neighbouring states, looking at border issues, cooperation, and 

security concerns. Following that, we considered Nigeria’s role in regional organisations such as 

ECOWAS and the African Union, with emphasis on leadership, contributions, and peacekeeping. 

Finally, we analysed contemporary challenges and opportunities, including economic integration, 

regional security threats, and Nigeria’s vision for African development. By completing this 

Series, you should now be able to analyse historical foundations, evaluate bilateral relations, 

explain Nigeria’s role in regional organisations, and assess contemporary challenges and 

opportunities, as outlined in the Series Learning Outcomes. 

 

Glossary of Terms 

African policy orientation: Nigeria’s deliberate prioritisation of Africa as the centrepiece of its 

foreign policy, focusing on regional cooperation and solidarity. 

African Union (AU): A continental organisation that promotes unity, peace, and development 

across Africa, with Nigeria as an active member. 

Bilateral relations: Direct political, economic, and social interactions between Nigeria and 

individual neighbouring states such as Benin, Niger, and Cameroon. 

Border issues: Disputes or challenges arising from the demarcation and management of 

boundaries between Nigeria and its neighbours, such as the Bakassi Peninsula conflict with 

Cameroon. 

Colonial legacies: Political, economic, and social structures left behind by European colonial 

powers that continue to shape relations among African states. 
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Conflict resolution: Strategies and efforts aimed at addressing and resolving disputes between 

or within states, often involving mediation or negotiation. 

Cross-border cooperation: Collaborative initiatives between Nigeria and its neighbours to 

promote peace, trade, and security across shared boundaries. 

Economic integration: The process of creating closer economic ties among countries through 

trade agreements, shared markets, and cooperative policies. 

ECOWAS (Economic Community of West African States): A regional organisation 

established in 1975 to promote economic integration and political cooperation among West 

African countries, with Nigeria playing a leading role. 

Independence movements: Struggles by African nations to gain freedom from colonial rule, 

which fostered solidarity and influenced Nigeria’s foreign policy emphasis on African unity. 

Migration challenges: Issues arising from the movement of people across Nigeria’s borders, 

including labour mobility, resource competition, and insecurity. 

Pan-Africanism: An ideology that emphasises unity, solidarity, and cooperation among African 

peoples and states, strongly embraced by Nigeria. 

Peacekeeping: Military or diplomatic efforts aimed at maintaining peace in conflict zones, 

where Nigeria has contributed troops and mediation support. 

Regional security threats: Challenges such as terrorism, insurgency, piracy, and cross-border 

crime that affect Nigeria and its neighbours. 

Smuggling: The illegal movement of goods across Nigeria’s borders, often undermining trade 

relations and economic stability. 

Trade relations: Economic interactions between Nigeria and its neighbours, involving the 

exchange of goods and services across borders. 

Vision for African development: Nigeria’s long-term commitment to promoting economic 

growth, political stability, and continental unity, often expressed through advocacy for African-

led solutions. 

 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 3] 

Objective Questions 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria declared that ______ would be the centrepiece of its foreign policy 

at independence. (Linked to SLO 3.1) 

Which regional organisation was established in 1975 to promote economic integration and 

political cooperation among West African countries? (Linked to SLO 3.3) 

Fill in the blank: Piracy in the ______ has posed a major challenge to Nigeria’s trade and 

maritime security. (Linked to SLO 3.4) 
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What ideology emphasises unity, solidarity, and cooperation among African peoples and 

states? (Linked to SLO 3.1) 

Nigeria and ______ resolved their dispute over the Bakassi Peninsula through international 

arbitration. (Linked to SLO 3.2) 

Short-Answer Questions 

Define colonial legacies and explain how they shaped Nigeria’s relations with African 

neighbours. (Linked to SLO 3.1) 

Identify two ways Nigeria has contributed to African Union initiatives. (Linked to SLO 3.3) 

Describe one security challenge that has affected Nigeria’s relations with neighbouring states. 

(Linked to SLO 3.2) 

Explain the meaning of economic integration and give one example of Nigeria’s role in 

promoting it. (Linked to SLO 3.4) 

What does Nigeria’s vision for African development emphasise? (Linked to SLO 3.4) 

Long-Answer Questions 

Analyse the historical foundations of Nigeria’s relations with African neighbours, focusing on 

colonial legacies, independence movements, and Pan-African solidarity. (Linked to SLO 3.1) 

Evaluate Nigeria’s bilateral relations with neighbouring states, considering border issues, 

cooperation, and security challenges. (Linked to SLO 3.2) 

Explain Nigeria’s role in regional organisations such as ECOWAS and the African Union, 

highlighting its leadership and peacekeeping contributions. (Linked to SLO 3.3) 

Assess contemporary challenges and opportunities in Nigeria’s African relations, including 

economic integration, regional security threats, and Nigeria’s vision for continental development. 

(Linked to SLO 3.4) 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3] 

Objective Questions 

Africa 

ECOWAS (Economic Community of West African States) 

Gulf of Guinea 

Pan-Africanism 

Cameroon 

Short-Answer Questions 

Colonial legacies are the political, economic, and social structures left behind by European 

colonial powers. They shaped Nigeria’s relations by creating artificial borders and influencing its 

emphasis on African unity. 
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Nigeria has contributed to AU initiatives through conflict resolution efforts and support for 

democratic governance programmes. 

One example is terrorism and insurgency, particularly Boko Haram’s activities across Nigeria’s 

northeastern borders. 

Economic integration is the creation of closer economic ties among countries. Nigeria promoted 

it through ECOWAS and the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). 

Nigeria’s vision emphasises economic growth, political stability, continental unity, and African-

led solutions to African problems. 

Long-Answer Questions 

Basic response: Nigeria’s historical foundations include colonial legacies that shaped borders, 

independence movements that fostered solidarity, and Pan-Africanism that promoted unity. 

Value-added response: Learners may add that Nigeria’s early foreign policy orientation was 

strongly influenced by these factors, positioning it as a leader in supporting liberation struggles 

and advocating for African voices in global forums. 

Basic response: Nigeria’s bilateral relations involve cooperation with neighbours, border 

disputes such as Bakassi, and challenges like migration and security threats. Value-added 

response: Learners may extend this by noting Nigeria’s role in balancing conflict resolution with 

cross-border cooperation, and how these relations affect regional stability and integration. 

Basic response: Nigeria has played a leading role in ECOWAS, contributed to AU initiatives, 

and supported peacekeeping missions in Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Darfur. Value-added 

response: Outstanding learners may highlight Nigeria’s financial and diplomatic leadership, its 

advocacy for continental development, and its willingness to bear the costs of regional 

leadership. 

Basic response: Nigeria faces challenges such as piracy, terrorism, and smuggling, while 

opportunities include economic integration and continental cooperation. Value-added response: 

Learners may add that Nigeria’s vision for African development reflects its ambition to lead 

continental initiatives, strengthen infrastructure, and promote African-led solutions, positioning 

itself as a driver of regional progress. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3] 

Pilot questions 3.1 

Independence 

African policy orientation 

Africa 

Pan-Africanism 

Pan-Africanism 

Pilot questions 3.2 
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Cameroon 

Border issues 

Cameroon 

Terrorism (e.g., Boko Haram) 

Boko Haram 

Pilot questions 3.3 

ECOWAS 

African Union (AU) 

Democratic 

Liberia (or Sierra Leone, or Darfur) 

Peacekeeping 

Pilot questions 3.4 

AfCFTA (African Continental Free Trade Area) 

Regional security threats 

Gulf of Guinea 

AfCFTA (or ECOWAS initiatives) 

African-led 
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SERIES 4; Civil War, Non-Alignment, and Policy 

Shifts 

4.1 The Nigerian Civil War and Foreign Policy 

4.1.1 Causes and domestic context of the Civil War 

4.1.2 International reactions and Nigeria’s diplomatic strategies 

4.1.3 Impact of the Civil War on Nigeria’s external relations 

4.2 Nigeria and the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) 

4.2.1 Origins and principles of non-alignment 

4.2.2 Nigeria’s participation and contributions to NAM 

4.2.3 Challenges and criticisms of Nigeria’s non-aligned stance 

4.3 Policy Shifts in Nigeria’s Foreign Relations 

4.3.1 Post-war reorientation of foreign policy 

4.3.2 Shifts under military regimes and civilian governments 

4.3.3 Long-term implications for Nigeria’s global and regional role 

4.4 Contemporary relevance of Civil War, non-alignment, and policy shifts 

4.4.1 Lessons from the Civil War for modern foreign policy 

4.4.2 Continuing influence of non-alignment principles 

4.4.3 Policy shifts and Nigeria’s evolving international identity 

Introduction 

In the last Series, we explored Nigeria’s relations with its African neighbours, focusing on 

historical foundations, bilateral ties, regional organisations, and contemporary challenges. 

Building on that foundation, this Series turns to a critical period in Nigeria’s foreign policy 

history, shaped by the Civil War, the country’s engagement with the Non-Aligned Movement, 

and subsequent policy shifts. These themes are central to understanding how Nigeria’s domestic 

struggles and global positioning influenced its external relations and long-term identity in 

international affairs. 

The aim of this Series is to examine how the Civil War, non-alignment, and major policy shifts 

redefined Nigeria’s foreign policy direction. It seeks to equip you with the ability to analyse the 

impact of conflict on external relations, evaluate Nigeria’s role in the Non-Aligned Movement, 

and assess the significance of policy reorientations for Nigeria’s global and regional standing. 

We shall commence this Series by exploring the Nigerian Civil War and its influence on foreign 

policy, including causes, international reactions, and its impact on external relations. Next, we 
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will examine Nigeria’s participation in the Non-Aligned Movement, considering its principles, 

contributions, and criticisms. Following that, we will analyse the policy shifts that occurred in 

Nigeria’s foreign relations, focusing on post-war reorientation and changes under different 

regimes. Finally, we will wrap up by discussing the contemporary relevance of these historical 

experiences, highlighting lessons from the Civil War, the continuing influence of non-alignment, 

and Nigeria’s evolving international identity. 

 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 4.1 analyse the causes, international reactions, and foreign policy implications of the 

Nigerian Civil War, 

SLO 4.2 explain the origins and principles of the Non-Aligned Movement and Nigeria’s 

participation within it, 

SLO 4.3 evaluate Nigeria’s contributions and challenges in maintaining a non-aligned stance 

during the Cold War era, 

SLO 4.4 assess the major foreign policy shifts in Nigeria’s post-war period under both 

military and civilian governments, and 

SLO 4.5 appraise the contemporary relevance of the Civil War, non-alignment, and policy 

shifts for Nigeria’s evolving international identity. 

 

4.1 The Nigerian Civil War and Foreign Policy 
4.1.1 Causes and domestic context of the Civil War 

The Nigerian Civil War (1967–1970), also known as the Biafran War, was a conflict between 

the Nigerian government and the secessionist state of Biafra. The war was triggered by political 

instability, ethnic tensions, and disputes over resource control, particularly oil. 

The domestic context of the war was shaped by Nigeria’s fragile federal structure, ethnic 

rivalries, and the aftermath of military coups in the mid-1960s. These internal divisions 

influenced Nigeria’s foreign policy, as the government sought international recognition and 

support to maintain national unity. 

Fill in the blank: The Nigerian Civil War was also known as the ______ War. 
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Diagram showing the causes and domestic context of the Nigerian Civil War Caption: Figure 4.1 

Causes and domestic context of the Nigerian Civil War  

 

4.1.2 International reactions and Nigeria’s diplomatic strategies 

International reactions to the Civil War varied. Some countries supported the Nigerian 

government, while others sympathised with Biafra due to humanitarian concerns over famine 

and suffering. The war attracted global attention, with relief agencies and international 

organisations becoming involved. 

Nigeria’s diplomatic strategies during the war focused on securing recognition of its 

sovereignty, preventing external intervention, and maintaining relations with key allies. The 
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government emphasised the principle of territorial integrity, arguing that secession threatened the 

stability of Africa as a whole. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s diplomatic strategy during the Civil War emphasised the principle of 

______ integrity. 

Image showing Nigerian diplomats engaging with foreign representatives during the Civil War 

era Caption: Plate 4.1 Nigeria’s diplomatic strategies during the Civil War  

 

4.1.3 Impact of the Civil War on Nigeria’s external relations 
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The Civil War had a lasting impact on Nigeria’s external relations, reshaping its foreign policy 

priorities. Nigeria became more cautious about secessionist movements in Africa, supporting 

unity and stability across the continent. 

The war also strengthened Nigeria’s resolve to play a leadership role in Africa, particularly in 

promoting anti-secessionist policies and supporting liberation movements. Nigeria’s experience 

during the Civil War reinforced its commitment to African solidarity and influenced its later 

involvement in regional organisations. 

Fill in the blank: The Civil War strengthened Nigeria’s resolve to play a ______ role in Africa. 

Caption: Box 4.1 Impact of the Civil War on Nigeria’s external relations 

 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

Pilot questions 4.1 

Fill in the blank: The Nigerian Civil War was also known as the ______ War. 

Nigeria’s diplomatic strategy during the Civil War emphasised the principle of ______ 

integrity. 

Fill in the blank: The Civil War strengthened Nigeria’s resolve to play a ______ role in 

Africa. 

Identify one way the Civil War influenced Nigeria’s external relations. 

What was the primary resource dispute that contributed to the outbreak of the Civil War? 

 

4.2 Nigeria and the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) 
4.2.1 Origins and principles of non-alignment 

The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) emerged during the Cold War as a coalition of states that 

chose not to formally align with either the Western bloc led by the United States or the Eastern 

bloc led by the Soviet Union. Its origins can be traced to the Bandung Conference of 1955 and 

the subsequent Belgrade Conference of 1961. 

The principles of non-alignment included respect for sovereignty, non-interference in internal 

affairs, peaceful coexistence, and opposition to colonialism and imperialism. For Nigeria, these 

principles resonated strongly, as the country sought to maintain independence in its foreign 

policy while promoting African solidarity. 

Fill in the blank: The Non-Aligned Movement emerged during the ______ War as a coalition of 

states avoiding bloc politics. 
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Diagram showing the origins and principles of the Non-Aligned Movement Caption: Figure 4.2 

Origins and principles of the Non-Aligned Movement  

 

4.2.2 Nigeria’s participation and contributions to NAM 

Nigeria joined NAM soon after independence, recognising its value in safeguarding sovereignty 

and promoting African unity. Nigeria’s participation involved attending summits, contributing 

to debates on global issues, and supporting resolutions that reflected African interests. 

Nigeria’s contributions included advocating for decolonisation, supporting liberation 

movements, and promoting economic cooperation among developing countries. By aligning with 

NAM, Nigeria sought to amplify its voice in international affairs without being tied to either 

superpower bloc. 
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Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s contributions to NAM included advocating for ______ and supporting 

liberation movements. 

Image showing Nigerian delegates at a Non-Aligned Movement summit Caption: Plate 4.2 

Nigeria’s participation in the Non-Aligned Movement  

 

4.2.3 Challenges and criticisms of Nigeria’s non-aligned stance 

Nigeria’s non-aligned stance was not without challenges. Critics argued that non-alignment was 

sometimes inconsistent, as Nigeria maintained close ties with certain Western countries while 

claiming neutrality. 
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Another challenge was the difficulty of balancing national interests with NAM’s collective 

principles. Nigeria occasionally faced pressure to take sides in global conflicts, which tested the 

credibility of its non-aligned position. Despite these criticisms, Nigeria continued to uphold non-

alignment as a guiding principle of its foreign policy. 

Fill in the blank: Critics argued that Nigeria’s non-aligned stance was sometimes inconsistent 

because of its close ties with ______ countries. 

Caption: Box 4.2 Challenges and criticisms of Nigeria’s non-aligned stance 

 

Pilot questions 4.2 

Fill in the blank: The Non-Aligned Movement emerged during the ______ War as a coalition 

of states avoiding bloc politics. 
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What principles of non-alignment resonated strongly with Nigeria’s foreign policy? 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s contributions to NAM included advocating for ______ and 

supporting liberation movements. 

Identify one way Nigeria participated in NAM activities. 

Fill in the blank: Critics argued that Nigeria’s non-aligned stance was sometimes inconsistent 

because of its close ties with ______ countries. 

4.3 Policy Shifts in Nigeria’s Foreign Relations 
4.3.1 Post-war reorientation of foreign policy 

Following the end of the Nigerian Civil War in 1970, Nigeria undertook a post-war 

reorientation of its foreign policy. This meant redefining its external relations to reflect lessons 

learned from the conflict. Nigeria became more assertive in promoting African unity, opposing 

secessionist movements, and supporting liberation struggles across the continent. 

The government also sought to rebuild its international image, emphasising sovereignty, 

stability, and leadership in Africa. This reorientation marked Nigeria’s transition from a reactive 

foreign policy during the war to a proactive role in continental and global affairs. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s post-war foreign policy strongly opposed ______ movements across 

Africa. 
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Diagram showing Nigeria’s post-war foreign policy reorientation Caption: Figure 4.3 Post-war 

reorientation of Nigeria’s foreign policy  

 

4.3.2 Shifts under military regimes and civilian governments 

Nigeria’s foreign policy experienced several shifts under military regimes and civilian 

governments. Military rulers often adopted assertive and interventionist policies, particularly in 

West Africa, while civilian governments tended to emphasise diplomacy and economic 

cooperation. 

For example, under General Murtala Mohammed, Nigeria pursued bold initiatives in Africa, 

including strong support for liberation movements. Civilian administrations, such as those led by 

President Shehu Shagari, focused more on economic diplomacy and regional integration. These 
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shifts reflected the influence of leadership styles and domestic priorities on foreign policy 

direction. 

Fill in the blank: Civilian governments in Nigeria often emphasised diplomacy and ______ 

cooperation in foreign policy. 

 
Image showing Nigerian military and civilian leaders in foreign policy contexts Caption: Plate 

4.3 Shifts under military regimes and civilian governments  

 

4.3.3 Long-term implications for Nigeria’s global and regional role 
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The policy shifts that followed the Civil War had significant long-term implications for 

Nigeria’s global and regional role. Nigeria emerged as a recognised leader in Africa, often acting 

as a voice for the continent in international forums. 

These shifts also positioned Nigeria as a key player in peacekeeping, economic integration, and 

advocacy for African-led solutions. However, challenges such as political instability and 

economic fluctuations sometimes limited Nigeria’s ability to sustain its leadership role. Overall, 

the Civil War and subsequent policy shifts shaped Nigeria’s enduring identity as a regional 

power with continental ambitions. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s policy shifts positioned it as a key player in ______ and advocacy for 

African-led solutions. 

Caption: Box 4.3 Long-term implications of Nigeria’s foreign policy shifts 
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Pilot questions 4.3 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s post-war foreign policy strongly opposed ______ movements 

across Africa. 

What type of policies did military regimes often adopt in Nigeria’s foreign relations? 

Fill in the blank: Civilian governments in Nigeria often emphasised diplomacy and ______ 

cooperation in foreign policy. 

Identify one example of Nigeria’s long-term role in Africa following policy shifts. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s policy shifts positioned it as a key player in ______ and advocacy 

for African-led solutions. 

 

4.4 Contemporary Relevance of Civil War, Non-Alignment, and Policy Shifts 
4.4.1 Lessons from the Civil War for modern foreign policy 

The Civil War left Nigeria with enduring lessons that continue to shape its foreign policy. One 

key lesson is the importance of national unity, defined as the commitment to maintaining 

territorial integrity and preventing fragmentation. Nigeria’s experience reinforced its opposition 

to secessionist movements across Africa, as it recognised the destabilising effects such conflicts 

can have on regional peace. 

Another lesson is the need for proactive diplomacy. Nigeria learned that internal conflicts attract 

international attention, and that effective diplomatic engagement is essential to safeguard 

sovereignty and manage external perceptions. 

Fill in the blank: The Civil War reinforced Nigeria’s opposition to ______ movements across 

Africa. 
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Diagram showing lessons from the Civil War for Nigeria’s modern foreign policy Caption: 

Figure 4.4 Lessons from the Civil War for Nigeria’s modern foreign policy  

 

4.4.2 Continuing influence of non-alignment principles 

Although the Cold War has ended, the principles of non-alignment remain relevant in Nigeria’s 

foreign policy. Non-alignment, defined as the pursuit of independence in foreign relations 

without binding alliances to major power blocs, continues to guide Nigeria’s approach to global 

affairs. 

Nigeria applies these principles by maintaining balanced relations with diverse partners, 

advocating for sovereignty, and promoting South–South cooperation. In today’s multipolar 
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world, non-alignment helps Nigeria navigate complex international dynamics while safeguarding 

its national interests. 

Fill in the blank: Non-alignment refers to the pursuit of independence in foreign relations without 

binding alliances to ______ power blocs. 

Image showing Nigerian representatives engaging in modern multilateral diplomacy Caption: 

Plate 4.4 Continuing influence of non-alignment principles in Nigeria’s foreign policy  

 

4.4.3 Policy shifts and Nigeria’s evolving international identity 
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Nigeria’s foreign policy has continued to evolve, reflecting shifts in leadership, domestic 

priorities, and global realities. These policy shifts include greater emphasis on economic 

diplomacy, regional integration, and active participation in peacekeeping missions. 

Nigeria’s evolving international identity is that of a regional power committed to African-led 

solutions, while also seeking recognition as a responsible global actor. The Civil War, non-

alignment, and subsequent policy shifts have all contributed to this identity, positioning Nigeria 

as a country that values unity, independence, and leadership. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s evolving international identity reflects its role as a regional power 

committed to ______-led solutions. 

Caption: Box 4.4 Policy shifts and Nigeria’s evolving international identity 
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Pilot questions 4.4 

Fill in the blank: The Civil War reinforced Nigeria’s opposition to ______ movements across 

Africa. 

What key lesson from the Civil War continues to shape Nigeria’s foreign policy today? 

Fill in the blank: Non-alignment refers to the pursuit of independence in foreign relations 

without binding alliances to ______ power blocs. 

Identify one way Nigeria applies non-alignment principles in the modern era. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s evolving international identity reflects its role as a regional power 

committed to ______-led solutions. 

 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has examined how the Nigerian Civil War, the country’s engagement with the Non-

Aligned Movement, and subsequent policy shifts shaped the trajectory of Nigeria’s foreign 

policy. Its purpose was to highlight the interplay between domestic conflict, global positioning, 

and evolving diplomatic strategies, showing their relevance to Nigeria’s identity as a regional 

power and continental leader. 

We began by analysing the Civil War, its causes, international reactions, and its impact on 

Nigeria’s external relations. Then we explored Nigeria’s participation in the Non-Aligned 

Movement, considering its principles, contributions, and criticisms. Following that, we assessed 

the policy shifts that occurred in the post-war period under military and civilian governments, 

and their long-term implications for Nigeria’s global and regional role. Finally, we discussed the 

contemporary relevance of these experiences, including lessons from the Civil War, the 

continuing influence of non-alignment, and Nigeria’s evolving international identity. By 

completing this Series, you should now be able to analyse the Civil War’s foreign policy 

implications, explain Nigeria’s role in non-alignment, evaluate policy shifts across different 

regimes, and appraise their ongoing significance, as outlined in the Series Learning Outcomes. 

Glossary of Terms 

African-led solutions: The idea that African countries should take responsibility for solving 

their own political, economic, and security challenges without over-reliance on external powers. 

Civil War (Biafran War): The Nigerian Civil War (1967–1970), also known as the Biafran 

War, was fought between the Nigerian government and the secessionist state of Biafra, largely 

over political instability, ethnic tensions, and control of oil resources. 

Diplomatic strategy: A planned approach by a country to manage its international relations, 

often involving negotiations, alliances, and advocacy of principles such as sovereignty and 

territorial integrity. 

International identity: The way a country is recognised and perceived in global affairs, shaped 

by its policies, actions, and leadership roles. 
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National unity: The commitment to maintaining Nigeria’s territorial integrity and preventing 

fragmentation, reinforced by lessons from the Civil War. 

Non-Aligned Movement (NAM): A coalition of states formed during the Cold War that chose 

not to formally align with either the Western bloc led by the United States or the Eastern bloc led 

by the Soviet Union. 

Non-alignment: A foreign policy principle that emphasises independence in international 

relations without binding alliances to major power blocs. 

Peacekeeping: Military or diplomatic efforts aimed at maintaining peace in conflict zones, often 

involving troop deployment, mediation, or participation in international missions. 

Policy shifts: Changes in Nigeria’s foreign policy direction, often influenced by leadership 

styles, domestic priorities, or global realities, such as moving from war-time diplomacy to post-

war continental leadership. 

Post-war reorientation: Nigeria’s adjustment of its foreign policy after the Civil War, focusing 

on African unity, opposition to secession, and leadership in continental affairs. 

Sovereignty: The authority of a state to govern itself without external interference, a principle 

strongly defended by Nigeria during and after the Civil War. 

Territorial integrity: The principle that a country’s borders should remain intact and protected 

against secession or external intervention, emphasised by Nigeria during the Civil War. 

 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 4] 

Objective Questions 

Fill in the blank: The Nigerian Civil War was also known as the ______ War. (Linked to 

SLO 4.1) 

Which principle did Nigeria emphasise during the Civil War to safeguard its sovereignty? 

(Linked to SLO 4.1) 

Fill in the blank: The Non-Aligned Movement emerged during the ______ War. (Linked to 

SLO 4.2) 

Nigeria’s contributions to NAM included advocating for ______ and supporting liberation 

movements. (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

Fill in the blank: Civilian governments in Nigeria often emphasised diplomacy and ______ 

cooperation in foreign policy. (Linked to SLO 4.4) 

Short-Answer Questions 

Define non-alignment and explain why it was significant for Nigeria’s foreign policy. (Linked to 

SLO 4.2) 

Identify one way Nigeria participated in the Non-Aligned Movement. (Linked to SLO 4.3) 
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Describe one major foreign policy shift that occurred under Nigeria’s military regimes. (Linked 

to SLO 4.4) 

Explain one lesson Nigeria learned from the Civil War that continues to shape its foreign policy 

today. (Linked to SLO 4.5) 

What does Nigeria’s evolving international identity reflect in terms of its role in Africa? (Linked 

to SLO 4.5) 

Long-Answer Questions 

Analyse the causes and international reactions to the Nigerian Civil War, and explain how they 

influenced Nigeria’s foreign policy. (Linked to SLO 4.1) 

Evaluate Nigeria’s role in the Non-Aligned Movement, highlighting its contributions and the 

criticisms of its stance. (Linked to SLO 4.2, SLO 4.3) 

Assess the foreign policy shifts under military and civilian governments in Nigeria, and discuss 

their long-term implications for Nigeria’s global and regional role. (Linked to SLO 4.4) 

Appraise the contemporary relevance of the Civil War, non-alignment, and policy shifts in 

shaping Nigeria’s evolving international identity. (Linked to SLO 4.5) 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4] 

Objective Questions 

Biafran War 

Territorial integrity 

Cold War 

Decolonisation 

Economic cooperation 

Short-Answer Questions 

Non-alignment is the pursuit of independence in foreign relations without binding alliances to 

major power blocs. It was significant for Nigeria as it safeguarded sovereignty and allowed 

balanced relations. 

Nigeria participated by attending NAM summits and supporting resolutions on decolonisation 

and liberation movements. 

Military regimes often adopted assertive and interventionist policies, such as General Murtala 

Mohammed’s strong support for African liberation struggles. 

One lesson was the importance of national unity, which reinforced Nigeria’s opposition to 

secessionist movements in Africa. 

Nigeria’s evolving international identity reflects its role as a regional power committed to 

African-led solutions. 

Long-Answer Questions 
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Basic response: The Civil War was caused by ethnic tensions, coups, and disputes over oil. 

International reactions varied, with some countries supporting Nigeria and others sympathising 

with Biafra. These experiences influenced Nigeria to emphasise sovereignty and territorial 

integrity in foreign policy. Value-added response: Learners may add that Nigeria’s diplomatic 

strategies during the war shaped its later leadership role in Africa, reinforcing its opposition to 

secessionist movements and strengthening its continental influence. 

Basic response: Nigeria contributed to NAM by advocating for decolonisation and supporting 

liberation movements. Critics argued its stance was inconsistent due to close ties with Western 

countries. Value-added response: Outstanding learners may highlight Nigeria’s role in 

amplifying African voices in NAM debates, promoting South–South cooperation, and balancing 

Cold War pressures while maintaining credibility as a non-aligned state. 

Basic response: Military regimes pursued assertive policies, while civilian governments 

emphasised diplomacy and economic cooperation. These shifts influenced Nigeria’s leadership 

role in Africa. Value-added response: Learners may extend this by noting how Nigeria’s foreign 

policy under different regimes shaped its peacekeeping contributions, regional integration 

efforts, and reputation as a continental leader despite domestic challenges. 

Basic response: The Civil War, non-alignment, and policy shifts remain relevant as they shaped 

Nigeria’s commitment to unity, independence, and leadership. Value-added response: Learners 

may add that these experiences continue to influence Nigeria’s modern diplomacy, including its 

emphasis on economic diplomacy, peacekeeping, and advocacy for African-led solutions in a 

multipolar world. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4] 

Pilot questions 4.1 

Biafran War 

Territorial integrity 

Leadership 

Reinforced Nigeria’s support for African unity and opposition to secessionist movements 

Oil 

Pilot questions 4.2 

Cold War 

Respect for sovereignty, non-interference, peaceful coexistence, opposition to colonialism 

and imperialism 

Decolonisation 

Attending NAM summits and supporting resolutions on global issues 

Western 

Pilot questions 4.3 
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Secessionist 

Assertive and interventionist policies 

Economic 

Nigeria’s role in peacekeeping and regional integration 

Peacekeeping 

Pilot questions 4.4 

Secessionist 

National unity 

Major 

Maintaining balanced relations with diverse partners and promoting South–South 

cooperation 

African 
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SERIES 5: Nigeria’s Pan-African Role and Global 

Engagement 

5.1 Nigeria’s Pan-African Leadership 

5.1.1 Historical foundations of Nigeria’s Pan-African role 

5.1.2 Contributions to African unity and solidarity 

5.1.3 Support for liberation movements and decolonisation 

5.2 Nigeria in Regional Organisations 

5.2.1 Nigeria’s leadership in ECOWAS 

5.2.2 Nigeria’s role in the African Union 

5.2.3 Peacekeeping and conflict resolution initiatives 

5.3 Nigeria’s Global Engagement 

5.3.1 Nigeria’s participation in the United Nations and other multilateral institutions 

5.3.2 Relations with major powers and South–South cooperation 

5.3.3 Nigeria’s role in global economic diplomacy 

5.4 Contemporary Challenges and Opportunities 

5.4.1 Nigeria’s image and reputation in global affairs 

5.4.2 Balancing Pan-African commitments with global responsibilities 

5.4.3 Future prospects for Nigeria’s foreign policy identity 

Introduction 

In the last Series, we examined how the Nigerian Civil War, non-alignment, and subsequent 

policy shifts shaped the country’s foreign policy identity. Building on that foundation, this Series 

turns to Nigeria’s Pan-African role and global engagement, highlighting how the country has 

sought to lead within Africa while also positioning itself as an active participant in international 

affairs. This focus is crucial for understanding Nigeria’s dual responsibilities: strengthening 

continental unity and projecting influence on the global stage. 

The aim of this Series is to explore Nigeria’s leadership in Pan-African initiatives and its 

engagement in global diplomacy. It seeks to equip you with the ability to analyse Nigeria’s 

contributions to African unity, evaluate its participation in regional and international 

organisations, and assess the challenges and opportunities that define its evolving foreign policy 

identity. 

We shall commence this Series by examining Nigeria’s Pan-African leadership, focusing on its 

historical foundations, contributions to African solidarity, and support for liberation movements. 
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Next, we will explore Nigeria’s role in regional organisations such as ECOWAS and the African 

Union, with attention to peacekeeping and conflict resolution. Following that, we will analyse 

Nigeria’s global engagement, including its participation in the United Nations, relations with 

major powers, and involvement in economic diplomacy. Finally, we will wrap up by discussing 

contemporary challenges and opportunities, considering Nigeria’s image in global affairs, the 

balance between Pan-African commitments and global responsibilities, and the future prospects 

of its foreign policy identity. 

 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 5.1 analyse the historical foundations of Nigeria’s Pan-African leadership and its 

contributions to African unity, 

SLO 5.2 explain Nigeria’s support for liberation movements and decolonisation within the 

Pan-African framework, 

SLO 5.3 evaluate Nigeria’s leadership role in regional organisations such as ECOWAS and 

the African Union, 

SLO 5.4 assess Nigeria’s peacekeeping and conflict resolution initiatives in Africa, 

SLO 5.5 examine Nigeria’s participation in global institutions such as the United Nations 

and its relations with major powers, 

SLO 5.6 appraise Nigeria’s role in global economic diplomacy and South–South 

cooperation, and 

SLO 5.7 evaluate contemporary challenges and opportunities that shape Nigeria’s Pan-

African commitments and global foreign policy identity. 

 

 

5.1 Nigeria’s Pan-African Leadership 
5.1.1 Historical foundations of Nigeria’s Pan-African role 

Nigeria’s Pan-African role refers to its leadership and active participation in promoting unity, 

solidarity, and cooperation among African states. This role is rooted in the country’s 

independence in 1960, when it declared Africa as the centrepiece of its foreign policy. Nigeria’s 

leaders believed that the country’s size, population, and resources gave it a responsibility to 

champion African causes. 

The historical foundations of Nigeria’s Pan-African role include its early support for liberation 

movements, its advocacy for decolonisation, and its commitment to African unity through 

organisations such as the Organisation of African Unity (OAU). These foundations shaped 

Nigeria’s identity as a continental leader. 
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Fill in the blank: Nigeria declared that ______ would be the centrepiece of its foreign policy at 

independence. 

Diagram showing the historical foundations of Nigeria’s Pan-African role Caption: Figure 5.1 

Historical foundations of Nigeria’s Pan-African role  

 

5.1.2 Contributions to African unity and solidarity 

Nigeria’s contributions to African unity, defined as the collective effort of African states to 

promote political, economic, and cultural integration, have been significant. Nigeria consistently 

supported initiatives that strengthened solidarity among African nations, including mediation in 

conflicts and advocacy for regional cooperation. 
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Nigeria also played a role in promoting cultural solidarity, encouraging African identity and 

pride through diplomacy and participation in continental forums. These contributions reinforced 

Nigeria’s reputation as a country committed to the collective progress of Africa. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s contributions to African unity included mediation in ______ and 

advocacy for regional cooperation. 

Image showing Nigerian leaders participating in an African summit promoting unity Caption: 

Plate 5.1 Nigeria’s contributions to African unity and solidarity  

 

5.1.3 Support for liberation movements and decolonisation 
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Nigeria strongly supported liberation movements, defined as organised struggles by African 

peoples to gain independence from colonial rule. Nigeria provided diplomatic, financial, and 

sometimes military assistance to countries fighting for freedom, such as South Africa, Angola, 

and Zimbabwe. 

Nigeria’s advocacy for decolonisation, the process of ending colonial rule and achieving 

independence, was evident in its active role in the United Nations and the OAU. By supporting 

liberation movements, Nigeria positioned itself as a defender of justice and equality in Africa. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria supported liberation movements in countries such as ______, Angola, 

and Zimbabwe. 

Caption: Box 5.1 Nigeria’s support for liberation movements and decolonisation 
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Pilot questions 5.1 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria declared that ______ would be the centrepiece of its foreign policy 

at independence. 

What organisation did Nigeria join to promote African unity after independence? 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s contributions to African unity included mediation in ______ and 

advocacy for regional cooperation. 

Identify one way Nigeria promoted cultural solidarity in Africa. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria supported liberation movements in countries such as ______, 

Angola, and Zimbabwe. 

 

 

5.2 Nigeria in Regional Organisations 
5.2.1 Nigeria’s leadership in ECOWAS 

The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) is a regional organisation 

established in 1975 to promote economic integration and political cooperation among West 

African countries. Nigeria has played a leading role in ECOWAS, providing financial support, 

diplomatic leadership, and military contributions when necessary. 

Nigeria’s leadership has been evident in its mediation of political crises, its commitment to free 

movement of people and goods, and its active involvement in peacekeeping missions within the 

region. These efforts have reinforced Nigeria’s image as a stabilising force in West Africa. 

Fill in the blank: ECOWAS was established in ______ to promote economic integration and 

political cooperation among West African countries. 
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Diagram showing Nigeria’s leadership role in ECOWAS Caption: Figure 5.2 Nigeria’s 

leadership in ECOWAS  

 

5.2.2 Nigeria’s role in the African Union 

The African Union (AU), formed in 2002 as the successor to the Organisation of African Unity, 

is dedicated to promoting unity, peace, and development across Africa. Nigeria has been an 

active member, contributing to policy debates, supporting continental initiatives, and advocating 

for African-led solutions to African problems. 

Nigeria’s role in the AU includes participation in peace and security councils, contributions to 

development programmes, and leadership in promoting democracy and good governance. These 

activities highlight Nigeria’s commitment to continental progress. 
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Fill in the blank: The African Union was formed in ______ as the successor to the Organisation 

of African Unity. 

Image showing Nigerian delegates participating in an African Union summit Caption: Plate 5.2 

Nigeria’s role in the African Union  

 

5.2.3 Peacekeeping and conflict resolution initiatives 

Nigeria has consistently contributed to peacekeeping, defined as military or diplomatic efforts 

aimed at maintaining peace in conflict zones. Through ECOWAS and the AU, Nigeria has 

deployed troops to countries such as Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Mali, helping to restore stability. 
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Nigeria’s conflict resolution initiatives also include mediation and diplomatic engagement in 

disputes across Africa. These efforts demonstrate Nigeria’s willingness to bear the costs of 

leadership and reinforce its Pan-African identity. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria deployed peacekeeping troops to countries such as ______, Sierra 

Leone, and Mali. 

Caption: Box 5.2 Nigeria’s peacekeeping and conflict resolution initiatives 

 

Pilot questions 5.2 

Fill in the blank: ECOWAS was established in ______ to promote economic integration and 

political cooperation among West African countries. 
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What year was the African Union formed as the successor to the Organisation of African 

Unity? 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria deployed peacekeeping troops to countries such as ______, Sierra 

Leone, and Mali. 

Identify one way Nigeria has demonstrated leadership in ECOWAS. 

What is one example of Nigeria’s role in promoting democracy within the African Union? 

 

5.3 Nigeria’s Global Engagement 
5.3.1 Nigeria’s participation in the United Nations and other multilateral 

institutions 

Nigeria has been an active member of the United Nations (UN) since independence in 1960. 

The UN, defined as an international organisation established in 1945 to promote peace, security, 

and cooperation among nations, has provided Nigeria with a platform to project its foreign policy 

priorities. 

Nigeria has served multiple times as a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council, 

where it contributed to debates on peacekeeping, conflict resolution, and global security. Beyond 

the UN, Nigeria participates in other multilateral institutions such as the Commonwealth, the 

World Trade Organization, and the Non-Aligned Movement, using these platforms to advocate 

for African interests and global equity. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria has served multiple times as a non-permanent member of the UN 

______ Council. 
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Diagram showing Nigeria’s participation in the UN and other multilateral institutions Caption: 

Figure 5.3 Nigeria’s participation in the UN and other multilateral institutions  

 

5.3.2 Relations with major powers and South–South cooperation 

Nigeria’s foreign policy has involved building relations with major powers, defined as 

influential states such as the United States, China, Russia, and the United Kingdom. These 

relationships are often shaped by trade, investment, security cooperation, and diplomatic 

exchanges. Nigeria balances these ties carefully to maintain independence while benefiting from 

strategic partnerships. 

Nigeria also engages in South–South cooperation, which refers to collaboration among 

developing countries in areas such as trade, technology, and political solidarity. Through 
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initiatives with countries in Asia, Latin America, and other parts of Africa, Nigeria has sought to 

strengthen its global voice and reduce reliance on traditional Western partners. 

Fill in the blank: South–South cooperation refers to collaboration among ______ countries in 

trade, technology, and solidarity. 

Image showing Nigerian leaders meeting with representatives from major powers and 

developing countries Caption: Plate 5.3 Nigeria’s relations with major powers and South–South 

cooperation  

 

5.3.3 Nigeria’s role in global economic diplomacy 
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Nigeria has increasingly emphasised economic diplomacy, defined as the use of foreign policy 

to promote trade, investment, and economic cooperation. This approach reflects Nigeria’s need 

to diversify its economy beyond oil and to attract foreign investment. 

Nigeria participates in global economic forums such as the G77, the World Trade Organization, 

and international financial institutions. It advocates for fairer trade rules, debt relief for 

developing countries, and greater representation of Africa in global economic decision-making. 

These efforts highlight Nigeria’s ambition to influence the global economic order while 

advancing its national interests. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s economic diplomacy reflects its need to diversify its economy beyond 

______. 

Caption: Box 5.3 Nigeria’s role in global economic diplomacy 
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Pilot questions 5.3 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria has served multiple times as a non-permanent member of the UN 

______ Council. 

Identify one multilateral institution, apart from the UN, where Nigeria actively participates. 

Fill in the blank: South–South cooperation refers to collaboration among ______ countries in 

trade, technology, and solidarity. 

What is one example of Nigeria’s relations with major powers? 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s economic diplomacy reflects its need to diversify its economy 

beyond ______. 

 

5.4 Contemporary Challenges and Opportunities 
5.4.1 Nigeria’s image and reputation in global affairs 

Nigeria’s image and reputation, defined as how the country is perceived by other nations and 

international organisations, has been shaped by both achievements and challenges. On the 

positive side, Nigeria is recognised for its leadership in Africa, its peacekeeping contributions, 

and its active participation in global institutions. However, issues such as corruption, insecurity, 

and economic instability have sometimes undermined its credibility. 

Nigeria’s reputation matters because it influences the country’s ability to attract investment, 

build alliances, and project soft power. A strong and positive image enhances Nigeria’s 

diplomatic leverage, while a negative perception can limit its influence. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s reputation matters because it influences the country’s ability to attract 

______ and build alliances. 
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Diagram showing Nigeria’s image and reputation in global affairs Caption: Figure 5.4 Nigeria’s 

image and reputation in global affairs  

 

5.4.2 Balancing Pan-African commitments with global responsibilities 

Nigeria faces the challenge of balancing its Pan-African commitments, defined as its 

responsibilities to promote unity and development within Africa, with its global responsibilities, 

which include participation in international institutions and relations with major powers. 

This balancing act requires Nigeria to allocate resources carefully, prioritise regional leadership 

while also engaging globally, and ensure that its foreign policy reflects both African solidarity 

and global relevance. Striking this balance is essential for Nigeria to maintain credibility at home 

and abroad. 
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Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s Pan-African commitments must be balanced with its ______ 

responsibilities in international institutions and relations. 

Image showing Nigerian leaders at both African and global summits Caption: Plate 5.4 

Balancing Pan-African commitments with global responsibilities  

 

5.4.3 Future prospects for Nigeria’s foreign policy identity 

Nigeria’s foreign policy identity, defined as the distinctive role and values that guide its 

external relations, continues to evolve. Looking ahead, Nigeria has opportunities to strengthen its 

leadership in Africa, expand its global partnerships, and enhance its economic diplomacy. 
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Future prospects depend on addressing domestic challenges such as governance, security, and 

economic diversification. If Nigeria successfully manages these issues, it can project a stronger 

identity as a continental leader and responsible global actor. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s future foreign policy identity depends on addressing domestic 

challenges such as governance, security, and ______ diversification. 

Caption: Box 5.4 Future prospects for Nigeria’s foreign policy identity 

 

Pilot questions 5.4 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s reputation matters because it influences the country’s ability to 

attract ______ and build alliances. 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

What are two factors that have positively shaped Nigeria’s global reputation? 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s Pan-African commitments must be balanced with its ______ 

responsibilities in international institutions and relations. 

Identify one challenge Nigeria faces in balancing Pan-African and global responsibilities. 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s future foreign policy identity depends on addressing domestic 

challenges such as governance, security, and ______ diversification. 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has focused on Nigeria’s Pan-African role and global engagement, highlighting how 

the country has sought to lead within Africa while also projecting influence internationally. Its 

purpose was to show how Nigeria’s foreign policy identity has been shaped by its commitment 

to African unity, regional cooperation, and participation in global institutions, while also 

addressing contemporary challenges and opportunities. 

We began by analysing Nigeria’s Pan-African leadership, including its historical foundations, 

contributions to African solidarity, and support for liberation movements. Then we examined 

Nigeria’s role in regional organisations such as ECOWAS and the African Union, with emphasis 

on peacekeeping and conflict resolution. Following that, we explored Nigeria’s global 

engagement through its participation in the United Nations, relations with major powers, and 

involvement in economic diplomacy. Finally, we considered Nigeria’s image in global affairs, its 

balancing of Pan-African commitments with global responsibilities, and the future prospects of 

its foreign policy identity. By completing this Series, you should now be able to analyse 

Nigeria’s Pan-African leadership, evaluate its role in regional and global institutions, assess its 

economic diplomacy, and appraise the challenges and opportunities that shape its evolving 

foreign policy identity, as outlined in the Series Learning Outcomes. 

 

 

Glossary of Terms 

African Union (AU): A continental organisation formed in 2002 to promote unity, peace, and 

development across Africa, succeeding the Organisation of African Unity. 

Conflict resolution initiatives: Efforts by Nigeria to mediate disputes and restore peace in 

Africa through diplomacy and negotiation. 

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS): A regional organisation 

established in 1975 to promote economic integration and political cooperation among West 

African countries. 

Economic diplomacy: The use of foreign policy to promote trade, investment, and economic 

cooperation, often aimed at diversifying Nigeria’s economy beyond oil. 

Foreign policy identity: The distinctive role and values that guide Nigeria’s external relations 

and shape how it is perceived internationally. 
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Image and reputation: How Nigeria is viewed by other nations and organisations, influenced by 

achievements such as peacekeeping and challenges like corruption or insecurity. 

Liberation movements: Organised struggles by African peoples to gain independence from 

colonial rule, often supported by Nigeria through diplomacy and resources. 

Multilateral institutions: International organisations where multiple countries cooperate, such 

as the United Nations, Commonwealth, and World Trade Organization. 

Pan-African commitments: Nigeria’s responsibilities to promote unity, solidarity, and 

development within Africa as part of its foreign policy. 

Peacekeeping: Military or diplomatic efforts aimed at maintaining peace in conflict zones, often 

involving troop deployments or mediation. 

South–South cooperation: Collaboration among developing countries in areas such as trade, 

technology, and political solidarity, reducing reliance on Western powers. 

United Nations (UN): An international organisation established in 1945 to promote peace, 

security, and cooperation among nations, where Nigeria has been an active member since 

independence. 

 

Concept Check Questions [Series 5] 

Objective Questions 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria declared that ______ would be the centrepiece of its foreign policy 

at independence. (Linked to SLO 5.1) 

ECOWAS was established in ______ to promote economic integration and political 

cooperation among West African countries. (Linked to SLO 5.3) 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria has served multiple times as a non-permanent member of the UN 

______ Council. (Linked to SLO 5.5) 

South–South cooperation refers to collaboration among ______ countries in trade, 

technology, and solidarity. (Linked to SLO 5.6) 

Fill in the blank: Nigeria’s future foreign policy identity depends on addressing domestic 

challenges such as governance, security, and ______ diversification. (Linked to SLO 5.7) 

Short-Answer Questions 

Define Pan-African commitments and explain their significance for Nigeria’s foreign policy. 

(Linked to SLO 5.1) 

Identify one way Nigeria has demonstrated leadership in ECOWAS. (Linked to SLO 5.3) 

Describe one example of Nigeria’s role in peacekeeping within Africa. (Linked to SLO 5.4) 

Explain one challenge Nigeria faces in balancing Pan-African commitments with global 

responsibilities. (Linked to SLO 5.7) 
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What is one example of Nigeria’s participation in global economic diplomacy? (Linked to SLO 

5.6) 

Long-Answer Questions 

Analyse the historical foundations of Nigeria’s Pan-African leadership and explain how they 

shaped its contributions to African unity. (Linked to SLO 5.1, SLO 5.2) 

Evaluate Nigeria’s role in regional organisations such as ECOWAS and the African Union, 

highlighting its peacekeeping and conflict resolution initiatives. (Linked to SLO 5.3, SLO 5.4) 

Assess Nigeria’s global engagement through its participation in the United Nations, relations 

with major powers, and involvement in South–South cooperation. (Linked to SLO 5.5, SLO 5.6) 

Appraise the contemporary challenges and opportunities that shape Nigeria’s evolving foreign 

policy identity. (Linked to SLO 5.7) 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5] 

Objective Questions 

Africa 

1975 

Security 

Developing 

Economic 

Short-Answer Questions 

Pan-African commitments are Nigeria’s responsibilities to promote unity, solidarity, and 

development within Africa. They are significant because they reinforce Nigeria’s leadership role 

and continental identity. 

Nigeria has demonstrated leadership in ECOWAS by mediating political crises and supporting 

free movement of people and goods. 

Nigeria deployed peacekeeping troops to Liberia and Sierra Leone to help restore stability during 

civil conflicts. 

One challenge is resource allocation, as Nigeria must balance regional leadership with global 

responsibilities. 

Nigeria advocates for fairer trade rules and debt relief in forums such as the G77 and WTO. 

Long-Answer Questions 

Basic response: Nigeria’s Pan-African leadership was founded on its declaration of Africa as the 

centrepiece of foreign policy, support for liberation movements, and advocacy for 

decolonisation. These foundations shaped its contributions to African unity through mediation 

and solidarity. Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that Nigeria’s early Pan-
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African role positioned it as a continental leader, influencing its later involvement in the OAU 

and AU, and reinforcing its identity as a defender of African independence and justice. 

Basic response: Nigeria’s role in ECOWAS and the AU includes leadership in economic 

integration, peacekeeping, and mediation. It deployed troops to Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Mali, 

and supported democratic transitions. Value-added response: Learners may extend this by noting 

Nigeria’s financial and diplomatic sacrifices in ECOWAS missions, its influence in AU policy 

debates, and its advocacy for African-led solutions to continental challenges. 

Basic response: Nigeria’s global engagement includes participation in the UN Security Council, 

relations with major powers, and involvement in South–South cooperation. These efforts 

promote sovereignty and economic diplomacy. Value-added response: Learners may add that 

Nigeria’s global engagement reflects its ambition to influence international economic 

governance, diversify partnerships beyond Western powers, and strengthen Africa’s collective 

voice in multilateral institutions. 

Basic response: Nigeria’s foreign policy identity faces challenges such as corruption, insecurity, 

and economic instability, but opportunities exist in strengthening leadership, expanding 

partnerships, and enhancing diplomacy. Value-added response: Learners may add that Nigeria’s 

future prospects depend on successfully balancing Pan-African commitments with global 

responsibilities, projecting a stronger image internationally, and leveraging economic 

diversification to sustain its leadership role. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5] 

Pilot questions 5.1 

Africa 

Organisation of African Unity (OAU) 

Conflicts 

Encouraging African identity and pride through diplomacy and continental forums 

South Africa 

Pilot questions 5.2 

1975 

2002 

Liberia 

Mediation of political crises and support for free movement of people and goods 

Participation in AU peace and security councils and promotion of democracy 

Pilot questions 5.3 

Security 
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Commonwealth 

Developing 

Trade and investment relations with the United States or China 

Oil 

Pilot questions 5.4 

Investment 

Leadership in peacekeeping and active participation in global institutions 

Global 

Resource allocation and domestic instability 

Economic 
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