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Series 1: Foundations of Political Science

Series outline

e Part 1.1 The Nature and Scope of Political Science
o 1.1.1 Meaning and definition of Political Science
o 1.1.2 Scope and boundaries of the discipline
o 1.1.3 Political Science as science or art
o Part 1.2 Politics and Political Discourse
o 1.2.1 Meaning of politics
o 1.2.2 Politics as activity and practice
o 1.2.3 Political discourse and its role in society
e Part 1.3 Evolution and Development of Political Science
o 1.3.1 Historical background of the discipline
o 1.3.2 Contributions of founding scholars
o 1.3.3 Contemporary relevance of Political Science
o Part 1.4 Relationship of Political Science with Other Fields
o 1.4.1 Political Science and other social sciences
o 1.4.2 Political Science and humanities
o 1.4.3 Political Science and natural sciences

Introduction

Politics is part of everyday life, shaping the way societies are organised and decisions are made.
Whether in the family, community, or government, questions of power, authority, and influence
are constantly at play. This Series introduces you to the foundations of Political Science, helping
you to see how the discipline provides tools for analysing these interactions and for
understanding the structures that govern human behaviour. By beginning here, you will be better
prepared to engage with the more advanced themes that follow in the course.

The aim.of this Series is to equip you with a clear grasp of the basic meaning, scope, and
development of Political Science, and to enable you to situate the discipline within the wider
family of social sciences and related fields.

We shall commence this Series by examining the nature and scope of Political Science, including
its definitions and whether it is best considered a science or an art. Next, we will explore politics
as activity and discourse, highlighting how it operates in practice. Subsequently, we will trace
the historical development of Political Science and the contributions of its founding scholars.
Finally, we will wrap up by considering the relationship of Political Science with other
disciplines such as sociology, economics, history, and the natural sciences, thereby rounding off
the foundations upon which the rest of the course will build.
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Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 1.1 define Political Science and explain its scope,
e SLO 1.2 analyse the nature of politics and describe its role in discourse and practice,
e SLO 1.3 evaluate the historical development of Political Science and the contributions of

founding scholars,
e SLO 1.4 explain the relationship between Political Science and other disciplines in the

social sciences, humanities, and natural sciences.

1.1 The Nature And Scope Of Political Science

1.1.1 Meaning and definition of Political Science

Political Science is the systematic study of politics, government, and the behaviour of
individuals and groups within political systems. The term combines politics, which refers to the
processes of decision-making and power relations, and science, which implies the use of
structured methods to study these processes. Political Seience seeks to explain how societies
organise authority, allocate resources, and resolve conflicts.

Fill in the blank: Political Science is the systematic study of , government, and behaviour
within political systems.
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Figure 1.1 Relationship Between Politics, Government, and Society
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Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 1

Diagram showing the relationship between politics, government, and society Caption: Figure 1.1
Relationship between politics, government, and society

1.1.2'Scope and boundaries of the discipline

The scope of Political Science refers to the range of issues, concepts, and phenomena that the
discipline examines. It includes the study of political institutions such as legislatures and courts,
political behaviour such as voting and protest, and political theories that explain authority and

"

(PR

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



justice. Boundaries are defined by what is considered political, distinguishing Political Science
from other fields such as economics or sociology.

Fill in the blank: The scope of Political Science includes institutions, behaviour, and
explain authority and justice.
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Box 1.1
Selected Areas Within the Scope of

Political Science

 Study of consitutions and laws

 Analysis of political parties and elections
» Examination of political idologies

» Exploration of international relations

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 1

1.1.3 Political Science as science or art

There has long been debate about whether Political Science is a science or an art. As a science,
it applies systematic methods, collects data, and seeks generalisable explanations of political
behaviour. As an art, it involves judgement, interpretation, and the practical application of
knowledge to real-world governance. In reality, Political Science combines both dimensions,
balancing empirical analysis with normative reflection.

b

Lot

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Fill in the blank: Political Science is both a science, which applies systematic methods, and an
, which involves judgement and interpretation.

Table 1.1 Comparison of Political
Science as Science and Art
Differing Approaches to Political Inquiry

Dimension Science Art

Approach Empireal, data-driven Interpreite,
judgment-based

Aim Explanation and prediction| Practical application

Example Statistical study of Advising on policy
elections decisions

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 1

Pilet'‘questions 1.1

1. Which term refers to the systematic study of politics, government, and behaviour?
2. What are the three main areas included in the scope of Political Science?
3. Which dimension of Political Science involves empirical analysis and data collection?
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4. Which dimension of Political Science involves judgement and practical application?
5. Fill in the blank: Political Science combines both and art.

1.2 Politics And Political Discourse
1.2.1 Meaning of politics

Politics refers to the processes through which individuals and groups make collective decisions,
exercise power, and resolve conflicts within society. It is concerned with who gets what, when,
and how, and it shapes the distribution of resources and opportunities. Politics is not limited to
government institutions; it occurs in families, communities, and organisations wherever
decisions and authority are contested.

Fill in the blank: Politics is concerned with who gets what, , and how.
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Figure 1.2 Dimensions of Politics
Core Aspects of Collective Action
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Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 1

Diagram showing politics as decision-making, conflict resolution, and resource distribution
Caption: Figure 1.2 Dimensions of politics

1.2.2'Politics as activity and practice

Politics is both an activity and a practice. As an activity, it involves negotiation, debate, and
participation in decision-making. As a practice, it refers to the established ways in which
societies organise authority, such as elections, law-making, and governance. This dual nature
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highlights that politics is dynamic, involving both everyday actions and institutionalised
structures.

Fill in the blank: Politics is both an activity involving negotiation and a involving
established authority structures.

W

“Plate 1.1 Politics as Activity and Practice

Image of a parliamentary debate session Caption: Plate 1.1 Politics as activity and practice
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1.2.3 Political discourse and its role in society

Political discourse refers to the language, arguments, and communication used in discussing
political issues. It shapes public opinion, influences decision-making, and provides a platform for
competing ideas. Political discourse can be formal, such as parliamentary debates, or informal,
such as conversations in communities. It is essential because it frames how citizens perceive

issues and legitimises authority.

Fill in the blank: Political discourse refers to the language and communication used in discussing
issues.
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Box 1.2 Examples of Political
Discourse in Society

Arenas of Public Debate & Opinion Formation

Parlamentary Debates

Election Campaigns
Media Commentaries

Community Discussions

Source: OER Introduction to Political Selations, Chapter 1

Caption: Box 1.2 Examples of political discourse in society

Pilot questions 1.2

I~ Which term refers to the processes of collective decision-making and conflict resolution
in society?

2. Politics is both an activity and a

3. What are two examples of politics as practice?

4. Which term refers to the language and arguments used in discussing political issues?

b

Lot

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



5. Fill in the blank: Political discourse shapes opinion and influences decision-
making.

1.3 Evolution And Development Of Political Science

1.3.1 Historical background of the discipline

The study of politics has ancient roots. Political Science as a discipline can be traced back to
classical thinkers such as Plato and Aristotle, who examined the nature of justice, governance,
and the ideal state. Over time, the discipline evolved through medieval scholarship, which often
linked politics with religion, and into the modern era, where politics became increasingly secular
and scientific. The nineteenth and twentieth centuries saw Political Science emerge as a distinct
academic field, with universities establishing departments dedicated to its study.

Fill in the blank: The roots of Political Science can be traced back to classical thinkers such as
and Aristotle.
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Evolution of Political Thought
& Methods

Historical Development of Political Science
From Classical Philosophy to Modern Empirical Analysis
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Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 1

Timeline diagram showing the evolution of Political Science from classical to modern times
Caption: Figure 1.3 Historical development of Political Science

1.3.2 Contributions of founding scholars

Several scholars have shaped the discipline of Political Science. Plato emphasised justice and the
ideal state, while Aristotle focused on empirical observation and classification of governments.
Later, Niccolo Machiavelli introduced realism, stressing power and practical governance. In the
modern era, scholars such as John Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseau contributed theories of

b

(WP >

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



social contract and democracy. Each of these thinkers provided frameworks that continue to
influence political analysis today.

Fill in the blank: Machiavelli introduced realism into Political Science, stressing and

practical governance.
' . @

Box 1.3 Selected Contributions of
Founding Scholars

Key Thinkers in Political Philosophy

* Plato: Justice and the ideal state

* Aristotle: Emprival study of governments

* Machiachili: Realism and power politics

* Locke: Social contract and natural rights

* Rousseou: Democracy and popular soverigenty

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 1

Caption: Box 1.3 Selected contributions of founding scholars
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1.3.3 Contemporary relevance of Political Science

Today, Political Science remains highly relevant. It provides tools for analysing governance,
public policy, and international relations. It helps citizens understand democratic processes,
rights, and responsibilities, and equips leaders with knowledge for effective decision-making. In
a world facing challenges such as globalisation, conflict, and climate change, Political Science
offers insights into how societies can adapt and cooperate.

Fill in the blank: Political Science provides tools for analysing governance, public policy, and
relations.
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Table 1.2 Contempopary Relevance of

Political Science
Political Science in Action: Addressing Modern Challenges

Example

Governance Analysing government institutions and

and reforms
Public Policy Evaluating health, Studing

education, or

or diplomancy, global
International environmental coopration, and conflict
Relations policy reforms resolution

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 1

Pilot questions 1.3

Which two classical thinkers are considered the roots of Political Science?

Who introduced realism and power politics into the study of governance?

Which scholar emphasised the social contract and natural rights?

Fill in the blank: Political Science today provides tools for analysing governance, public
policy, and .

5. What is one example of how Political Science remains relevant in contemporary society?
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1.4 Relationship Of Political Science With Other Fields

1.4.1 Political Science and other social sciences

Political Science is closely linked with other social sciences, which study human behaviour and
society. For example, sociology examines social structures and relationships, while economics
focuses on resource allocation and production. Political Science draws from these disciplines to
understand how social and economic factors influence governance and decision-making.

Fill in the blank: Political Science draws from sociology and to understand governance
and decision-making.
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Figure 1.4 Political Science and Other Social Sciences:
Interitsebierly Connections

SOCIOLOGY:
Power, Social
Structures

HISTORY POLITICAL ECONOMICS:
Context, Evolution SCIENCE Political Economy,
of States Core Discipline & Public Policy
Intersections

ANTHOROPLOGY
Culture,
Comparative
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Source: OER Introduction of Science, Chapter 1

Diagram showing Political Science at the centre connected to sociology, economics, and
anthropology Caption: Figure 1.4 Political Science and other social sciences

1.4.2'Political Science and humanities

The humanities explore human culture, values, and history. Political Science benefits from
history, which provides context for political institutions and events, and philosophy, which offers
frameworks for justice, rights, and ethics. Literature and the arts also contribute by reflecting
political themes and shaping public discourse.
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Fill in the blank: Political Science benefits from history, which provides context for political
institutions and

Box 1.4

Selected Contributions of
Humanities to Political Science
Interdsispourlly Foundations of Political Thought

 History: Context for institutions and
events
» Philosophy: Framewarks for justice of ethics
* Literature: Reflection of political themes
e Arts: Influence on public discurse

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 1

Caption: Box 1.4 Contributions of humanities to Political Science

1.4.3 Political Science and natural sciences

Although distinct, Political Science also interacts with the natural sciences. For instance,
geography influences political boundaries and resource distribution, while environmental science
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informs policies on climate change and sustainability. Advances in technology, studied within
the natural sciences, also shape political communication and security.

Fill in the blank: Geography influences political boundaries and distribution.
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Table 1.3
Political Science and
Natural Sciences:
Interspecierly Insights

Contribution to Political Science

Explains boundaries
and resources

Geography

Informs climate and

Environmental Science WL 2
sustainabiity policies

Shapes communication and
security

Technology

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 1

Pilot questions 1.4

1. - Which social science studies social structures and relationships relevant to Political
Science?

2. Fill in the blank: Political Science benefits from , which offers frameworks for
justice and ethics.

3. Which natural science informs policies on climate change and sustainability?

4. How does technology, studied within the natural sciences, influence politics?
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5. Fill in the blank: Geography influences political boundaries and distribution.

Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to the foundations of Political Science, setting the stage for
deeper exploration in subsequent Series. Its purpose was to help you grasp the meaning, scope,
and development of the discipline, while also situating it within the wider family-of social
sciences, humanities, and natural sciences.

We began by defining Political Science and examining its scope, including the debate over
whether it is a science or an art. We then explored politics as both activity and practice, and
considered the role of political discourse in shaping society. Following that, we traced the
historical development of Political Science and highlighted the contributions of key scholars
such as Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli, Locke, and Rousseau. Finally, we examined how Political
Science interacts with other fields, drawing insights from sociology, economics, history,
philosophy, and the natural sciences. By completing this Series, you should now be able to
define Political Science and explain its scope (SLO 1.1), analyse politics and discourse (SLO
1.2), evaluate its historical development and scholarly contributions (SLO 1.3), and explain its
relationship with other disciplines (SLO 1.4).

Glossary of Terms

e Art: A dimension of Political Science involving judgement, interpretation, and practical
application of knowledge.

o Humanities: Academic disciplines such as history, philosophy, literature, and the arts
that explore human culture and values.

o Natural sciences: Disciplines such as geography, environmental science, and technology
that study the physical worldand influence politics.

o Political discourse: The language, arguments, and communication used in discussing
political issues.

o Political Science: The systematic study of politics, government, and the behaviour of
individuals and groups within political systems.

o [ Politics: The processes through which individuals and groups make collective decisions,
exercise power, and resolve conflicts.

e Scope of Political Science: The range of issues, concepts, and phenomena examined
within the discipline, including institutions, behaviour, and theories.

e Science: A dimension of Political Science involving systematic methods, data collection,
and generalisable explanations of behaviour.

e Social sciences: Disciplines such as sociology and economics that study human
behaviour and society, closely linked to Political Science.

-
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Concept Check Questions [Series 1]

Objective questions

1. Define Political Science. (Linked to SLO 1.1)
Which thinker introduced realism and power politics into Political Science? (Linked to
SLO 1.3)

3. Fill in the blank: Political discourse refers to the language and used in discussing
political issues. (Linked to SLO 1.2)

4. Which natural science informs policies on climate change and sustainability? (Linked to
SLO 1.4)

Short-answer questions

5. Explain the difference between Political Science as a science and as an art. (Linked to
SLO 1.1)

6. Describe two ways in which politics functions as practice. (Linked to SLO 1.2)

7. Identify one contribution each from Plato and Rousseau to Political Science. (Linked to
SLO 1.3)

8. How does sociology contribute to Political Science? (Linked to SLO 1.4)

Long-answer questions

9. Analyse the historical development of Political Science from classical to modern times.
(Linked to SLO 1.3)

o Basic response: Trace the contributions of Plato, Aristotle, Machiavelli, Locke,
and Rousseau, and explain-how Political Science became a distinct discipline in
the modern era.

o Value-added response: Extend the analysis by connecting these contributions to
contemporary issues such as democracy, governance, and globalisation.

10. Evaluate the relationship between Political Science and other disciplines. (Linked to SLO
1.4)

« _Basic response: Explain how Political Science interacts with sociology, economics,
history, philosophy, and natural sciences.

e Value-added response: Provide examples of how these interdisciplinary connections
enhance understanding of modern challenges such as climate change, inequality, and
technological advancement.

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1]

1. Political Science is the systematic study of politics, government, and behaviour within
political systems.

2. Niccolo Machiavelli.

3. Communication.

&

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



4. Environmental science.

5. Asascience, Political Science applies systematic methods and data; as an art, it involves
judgement and practical application.

6. Examples include elections and law-making.

7. Plato emphasised justice and the ideal state; Rousseau contributed ideas on democracy

and popular sovereignty.

Sociology helps explain how social structures and relationships influence governance.

9. Basic response: Plato and Aristotle laid the foundations, Machiavelli introduced realism,
Locke and Rousseau developed social contract and democracy, leading to Political
Science as a modern discipline. Value-added response: These contributions continue to
shape debates on democracy, governance, and globalisation.

10. Basic response: Political Science draws insights from sociology, economics, history,
philosophy, and natural sciences. Value-added response: These connections help
address modern challenges such as climate change, inequality, and technological change.

*®

References and Attributions [Series 1]

e Course content adapted from POL 101: Introduction to Political Science notes.
o Figures, Plates, Tables, and Boxes:
o Figure 1.1, Figure 1.2, Figure 1.3, Figure 1.4: Suggested Al prompt “Generate a
diagram showing relationships in Political Science” (Al-generated placeholder).
o Plate 1.1: Suggested Al prompt “Generate an image of a parliamentary debate”
(Al-generated placeholder).
o Table 1.1, Table 1.2, Table 1.3: Suggested Al prompt “Generate a comparison
table for Political Science topics™ (Al-generated placeholder).
o Box 1.1, Box 1.2, Box 1.3, Box 1.4: Suggested Al prompt “Create a text box
listing contributions or examples in Political Science” (Al-generated placeholder).

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1]

Part 11
1. Political Science
2. Theories
3.. Science
4. Art
5./ Science
Part 1.2
1. Politics
2. Practice
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3. Elections and law-making
4. Political discourse
5. Public opinion

Part 1.3
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
Part 1.4

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Plato and Aristotle

Machiavelli

Locke

International relations

Analysing governance, policy, and global cooperation

Sociology

Philosophy

Environmental science

Technology shapes communication and security
Resource distribution
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Series 2: Core Concepts: Politics, Power, And
Authority

Series outline

o Part 2.1 Politics As A Core Concept

o 2.1.1 Meaning and dimensions of politics

o 2.1.2 Politics in everyday life and governance

o 2.1.3 Distinction between politics and Political Science
e Part 2.2 Understanding Power

o 2.2.1 Definition and nature of power

o 2.2.2 Sources and types of power

o 2.2.3 Power relations in society
e Part 2.3 Authority And Legitimacy

o 2.3.1 Meaning of authority

o 2.3.2 Forms and bases of authority

o 2.3.3 Relationship between authority and legitimacy
o Part 2.4 Influence And Political Behaviour

o 2.4.1 Definition of influence

o 2.4.2 Influence in political decision-making

o 2.4.3 Influence and leadership

Introduction

Politics, power, and authority are at the heart of Political Science. These concepts shape how
societies are organised, how decisions are made, and how individuals and groups interact within
systems of governance. By exploring them, you will gain insight into the mechanisms that drive
political behavieur.and the structures that sustain political order. This Series builds directly on
the foundations you studied earlier, moving from general definitions of Political Science to its
most essential concepts.

The-aim of this Series is to enable you to critically examine politics, power, authority, and
influence as core concepts, and to equip you with the ability to analyse their role in shaping
political behaviour and governance.

We shall commence this Series by considering politics as a core concept, examining its meaning,
dimensions, and everyday relevance. Next, we will move on to the concept of power, exploring
its definition, sources, and types. Following that, we will study authority and legitimacy,
focusing on their forms and bases, and how they sustain political order. Finally, we will conclude
with the concept of influence, looking at its role in decision-making and leadership. By the end
of this Series, you will have a clear and structured understanding of these central ideas.

-
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Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 2.1 define politics and distinguish it from Political Science,

e SLO 2.2 explain the nature, sources, and types of power,

e SLO 2.3 analyse the meaning and forms of authority, and evaluate its relationship with
legitimacy,

e SLO 2.4 describe the concept of influence and assess its role in political decision-making
and leadership.

2.1 Politics As A Core Concept

2.1.1 Meaning and dimensions of politics

Politics refers to the processes through which individuals and groups make collective decisions,
exercise power, and resolve conflicts. It is often described as the art of governing and the science
of decision-making. Politics has several dimensions: it is about authority, negotiation, and the
distribution of resources. It occurs not only in government institutions but also in everyday life,
such as families, workplaces, and communities.

Fill in the blank: Politics is often deseribed as the art of governing and the of decision-
making.
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Figure 2.1 Dimensions of Politics

Core Aspects of Collective Action
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Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 2
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Diagram showing dimensions of politics: authority, negotiation, and resource distribution
Caption: Figure 2.1 Dimensions of politics

2.1.2/Politics in everyday life and governance

Politics is not confined to parliaments or governments. It is present in everyday life wherever
decisions are made and authority is exercised. For example, family members may negotiate
responsibilities, communities may decide on collective projects, and organisations may
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determine leadership roles. At the level of governance, politics involves elections, law-making,
and policy decisions that affect society at large.

Fill in the blank: Politics is present in everyday life wherever are made and authority is
exercised.

Plate 2.1
Politics in Everyday Life

Image of a community meeting discussing local issues Caption: Plate 2.1 Politics in everyday
life
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2.1.3 Distinction between politics and Political Science

While politics refers to the practice of decision-making and power relations, Political Science is
the academic discipline that systematically studies these processes. Politics is about action and
practice, whereas Political Science is about analysis and explanation. For instance, politics
involves campaigning in elections, while Political Science examines why people vote and how
electoral systems function.

Fill in the blank: Politics is about action and practice, whereas Political Science'is about
and explanation.
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Table 2.1 Distinction Between

and Political Science
Comparing the Practical and Academic Spheres

Aspect Politics Political Science
Nature Practice of Academic study
decision-making of politics
Focus Action and power | Analysis and
relations explanation
Example Election Study of voting
campiaging voting behaviour

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 2

Pilot questions 2.1

1. - Which term refers to the processes of collective decision-making and conflict resolution?

2. Fill in the blank: Politics is often described as the art of governing and the of
decision-making.

3. Give one example of politics in everyday life.

4. What is the main distinction between politics and Political Science?

=

(P

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



5. Fill in the blank: Politics involves action and practice, while Political Science involves
and explanation.

2.2 Understanding Power

2.2.1 Definition and nature of power

Power refers to the ability of an individual or group to influence or control the behaviour of
others, often in order to achieve specific goals. It is a central concept in Political Science because
it explains how decisions are made and enforced. Power can be visible, such as through laws and
institutions, or subtle, such as through persuasion and cultural norms.

Fill in the blank: Power refers to the ability to influence or control the of others.
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Figure 2.2 Forms of Power
Visible and Subtle Manifestations of Influence
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I Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 2 I \ “

Diagram showing visible and subtle forms of power Caption: Figure 2.2 Forms of power

242.2 Sources and types of power

The sources of power include wealth, knowledge, position, and charisma. These sources provide
individuals or groups with the means to influence others. The types of power can be classified as
coercive (based on force), legitimate (based on recognised authority), and persuasive (based on
influence and ideas). Understanding these distinctions helps explain why some leaders succeed
while others struggle.
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Fill in the blank: The sources of power include wealth, knowledge, position, and

2.2.3/Power relations in society

Table 2.2 Sources and Types of Power
Classifing the Bases and Manifistations of Political Influence
Source of Power Example
Wealth Economic resources
Knowledge Expertise in a field
Position Official role in government
Charisma !
Type of Power Example
Coercoive Use of military force
Legimate Authority of elected officials
Perssasive Influence of public opnion
Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 2
-

Power relations describe how power is distributed and exercised among individuals, groups, and
institutions. They can be balanced, where authority is shared, or unequal, where one group
dominates. Power relations shape social order, determine access to resources, and influence
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political stability. For example, democratic systems aim to balance power through checks and
balances, while authoritarian systems concentrate power in a single authority.

Fill in the blank: Democratic systems aim to balance power through checks and

Box 2.2 Examples of Power
Relations in Society

Dynamic Interactions of Political Influence

* Balanced power: Separation of powers in
democracy

* Unquale power: Concentration of authority in authortian
authortian regimes

* Negotatied power: Collective barrining in labour
relations

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 2

Caption: Box 2.2 Examples of power relations in society
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Pilot questions 2.2

Which term refers to the ability to influence or control the behaviour of others?
Fill in the blank: The sources of power include wealth, knowledge, position, and
What are the three main types of power?

Give one example of coercive power.

Fill in the blank: Democratic systems aim to balance power through checks and

MRS

2.3 Authority And Legitimacy

2.3.1 Meaning of authority

Authority refers to the recognised and accepted right of an mdividual or institution to exercise
power and make decisions. Unlike mere power, authority is legitimised by social norms, laws, or
traditions, which make people willing to obey. Authority provides stability in governance
because it is seen as rightful and binding.

Fill in the blank: Authority refers to the recognised and accepted of an individual or
institution to exercise power.
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Figure 2.3 Authority as Legitimised Power
Understanding the Foundation of Governance

POWER

LEGITIMISED BY NORMS & LAWS

!

Influence, * Decision-making
Coercoion, * Enfocement
Resources * Right to Rule

!

ACCEPTED BY THE GOVERNED

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 2

Diagram showing authority as a subset of power legitimised by norms and laws Caption: Figure
2.3 ‘Authority as legitimised power

2.3.2'Forms and bases of authority

Authority can take different forms. Traditional authority is based on customs and long-
standing practices, such as monarchies. Charismatic authority arises from the personal qualities
of a leader, inspiring loyalty and devotion. Legal-rational authority is grounded in laws and
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formal rules, typical of modern democracies. Each form of authority has its own basis of
legitimacy and operates differently in society.

Fill in the blank: Legal-rational authority is grounded in and formal rules.
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Table 2.3

Forms and Bases of Authority
Classiffing the Foundations of Legimate Rule

Form of authority Basis Example

Traditional Cus'_cc?ms and Monachies
traditions

Personal qualities | Inspriationl leaders

Charismatc leaders

Legal-ratinal Laws and rules Modern democracies

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 2

2.3.3 Relationship between authority and legitimacy

Legitimacy refers to the acceptance and justification of authority by the people. Authority
without legitimacy often leads to instability, resistance, or conflict. For example, a government
may have the power to enforce laws, but if citizens do not see its authority as legitimate, they
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may resist compliance. Legitimacy strengthens authority by ensuring that obedience is voluntary
rather than coerced.

Fill in the blank: Authority without often leads to instability, resistance, or conflict.

Box 2.3 Examples of Authority
and Legiticiamty

Sources of Legimate Rule

* Traditional authority legitimised by customs

* Chariamatc authority legitimised by
dovotion to a leader

* Legal-rational authority legitimised by laws
and constitutions

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 2

Caption: Box 2.3 Examples of authority and legitimacy
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Pilot questions 2.3

Which term refers to the recognised and accepted right to exercise power?

Fill in the blank: Legal-rational authority is grounded in and formal rules.
What are the three main forms of authority?

Which form of authority arises from the personal qualities of a leader?

Fill in the blank: Authority without often leads to instability, resistance, or
conflict.

MRS

2.4 Influence And Political Behaviour

2.4.1 Definition of influence

Influence refers to the capacity to shape the opinions, attitudes, or actions of others without
necessarily using formal authority or coercion. It often operates through persuasion,
communication, and personal example«Influence is important in politics because it helps leaders
and groups gain support and legitimacy beyond legal or institutional power.

Fill in the blank: Influence refers to the capacity to shape the opinions, attitudes, or of
others.
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Figure 2.4 Dimensions of Influence
How Ideas and Actions Shape Political Behavior

COMMUNCATION

* Media & Discurrse
Information Flow

PERSUISION

* Arguments & Rhearic

» Arguments & Rheetic EXAMPLE

« Appeals to Reason/Emotion * Role Modeling
Success Stories

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 2

Diagram showing influence as persuasion, communication, and example Caption: Figure 2.4
Dimensions of influence

2.4.2/Influence in political decision-making

Influence plays a major role in political decision-making. Politicians, interest groups, and
citizens use influence to shape policies and outcomes. For example, media campaigns can sway
public opinion, while lobbying can affect legislative decisions. Influence ensures that politics is
not only about authority but also about negotiation and persuasion.
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Fill in the blank: Media campaigns can sway opinion, while lobbying can affect
legislative decisions.

Plate 2.2 Influence in Political Decision-Making

Image of a political rally with citizens showing support Caption: Plate 2.2 Influence in political
decision-making
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2.4.3 Influence and leadership

Effective leadership depends not only on authority but also on influence. Leaders inspire
followers by communicating vision, demonstrating integrity, and building trust. Influence allows
leaders to mobilise people voluntarily, rather than relying solely on coercion or formal rules.
This makes influence a vital component of political behaviour and governance.

Fill in the blank: Effective leadership depends not only on authority but also on

Box 2.4 Influence and
Leadership Qualities

Key Traits for Effective Political Action

Communication of vision
Demonstration of integrity
Building of trust
Mobilsliation of followers

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 2

‘.0.0.....'..

Caption: Box 2.4 Influence and leadership qualities
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Pilot questions 2.4

Which term refers to the capacity to shape opinions and actions without formal authority?
Fill in the blank: Media campaigns can sway opinion.

Give one example of influence in political decision-making.

What quality allows leaders to mobilise people voluntarily?

Fill in the blank: Effective leadership depends not only on authority but alse on

Nk W =

Series Summary

This Series has focused on the core concepts of politics, power, authority, and influence, which
are central to Political Science. Its purpose was to help'you critically examine how these
concepts shape governance, decision-making, and political behaviour.

We began by exploring politics as a core concept, distinguishing it from Political Science and
highlighting its presence in everyday life. We then examined power, looking at its definition,
sources, and types, as well as how power relations operate in society. Following that, we studied
authority, considering its meaning, forms, and bases, and how legitimacy sustains authority.
Finally, we concluded with influence, analysing its role in political decision-making and
leadership. By completing this Series, you should now be able to define politics and distinguish
it from Political Science (SLO 2.1); explain the nature and sources of power (SLO 2.2), analyse
authority and evaluate its relationship with legitimacy (SLO 2.3), and describe influence and
assess its role in leadership and decision-making (SLO 2.4).

Glossary of Terms

o Authority: The recognised and accepted right of an individual or institution to exercise
power and make decisions.

o  Charismatic authority: Authority based on the personal qualities of a leader that inspire
loyalty and devotion.

o Influence: The capacity to shape opinions, attitudes, or actions without using formal
authority or coercion.

o Legal-rational authority: Authority grounded in laws and formal rules, typical of
modern democracies.

o Legitimacy: The acceptance and justification of authority by the people, making
obedience voluntary.

o Politics: The processes through which individuals and groups make collective decisions,
exercise power, and resolve conflicts.
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o Political Science: The academic discipline that systematically studies politics,

governance, and power relations.
o Power: The ability to influence or control the behaviour of others to achieve specific

goals.
o Traditional authority: Authority based on customs and long-standing practices, such as
monarchies.

Concept Check Questions [Series 2]

Objective questions

1. Define politics. (Linked to SLO 2.1)
Which source of power is based on personal appeal and charm? (Linked to:SLO 2.2)

3. Fill in the blank: Legal-rational authority is grounded in and formal rules.
(Linked to SLO 2.3)

4. Which term refers to the capacity to shape opinions and actions without formal authority?
(Linked to SLO 2.4)

Short-answer questions

5. Distinguish between politics and Political Science. (Linked to SLO 2.1)

6. Identify three sources of power and give one example for each. (Linked to SLO 2.2)

7. Explain the relationship between authority and legitimacy. (Linked to SLO 2.3)

8. Describe one way influence operates in political decision-making. (Linked to SLO 2.4)

Long-answer questions

9. Analyse the different forms of authority and their bases. (Linked to SLO 2.3)
o Basie response: Describe traditional, charismatic, and legal-rational authority

withiexamples.
o Value-added response: Evaluate how these forms of authority function in

contemporary political systems.
10. Evaluate the role of influence in leadership and governance. (Linked to SLO 2.4)

o ' Basic response: Explain how leaders use communication, integrity, and trust to influence
followers.
e Value-added response: Provide examples of how influence shapes political outcomes in

modern democracies.

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2]

1. Politics is the process of collective decision-making, power relations, and conflict

resolution.
2. Charisma.
3. Laws.

&
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4. Influence.

5. Politics is about action and practice, while Political Science is the systematic study and
analysis of those actions.

6. Wealth (economic resources), knowledge (expertise), position (official role).

7. Authority is the recognised right to exercise power, while legitimacy is the acceptance of

that authority by the people.

Media campaigns sway public opinion, influencing policy decisions.

9. Basic response: Traditional authority is based on customs, charismatic authority on
personal qualities, and legal-rational authority on laws. Value-added response: These
forms of authority continue to shape monarchies, revolutionary movements, and
democratic institutions today.

10. Basic response: Leaders influence followers through communication, integrity,and trust.
Value-added response: Influence shapes political campaigns, policy debates, and public
opinion in modern democracies.

*®

References and Attributions [Series 2]

e Course content adapted from POL 101: Introduction to Political Science notes.
o Figures, Plates, Tables, and Boxes:

o Figure 2.1, Figure 2.2, Figure 2.3, Figure 2.4: Suggested Al prompt “Generate a
diagram showing dimensions of polities, power, authority, and influence” (Al-
generated placeholder):

o Plate 2.1, Plate 2.2; Suggested Al prompt “Generate an image of community
meeting or political rally” (Al-generated placeholder).

o Table 2.1, Table 2:2, Table 2.3: Suggested Al prompt “Generate a comparison
table for politics vs Political Science, sources of power, forms of authority” (Al-
generated placeholder).

o Box 2.2, Box 2.3, Box 2.4: Suggested Al prompt “Create a text box listing
examples of power relations, authority and legitimacy, leadership qualities” (Al-
generated placeholder).

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2]

Part 2.1

Politics

Science

Family negotiations, community projects, workplace decisions
Politics is practice; Political Science is analysis

Analysis

ARl Al
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Part 2.2

Power

Charisma

Coercive, legitimate, persuasive
Military force

Balances

SNk W=

Part 2.3

Authority

Laws

Traditional, charismatic, legal-rational
Charismatic authority

Legitimacy

M

Part 2.4 ‘

Influence

Public opinion ®
Lobbying or media campaigns

Trust

Influence
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Series 3: State, Nation, And Society

Series outline

Part 3.1 The Concept Of The State
o 3.1.1 Meaning and definition of the state
o 3.1.2 Characteristics and functions of the state
o 3.1.3 Theories of the origin of the state
Part 3.2 The Concept Of The Nation
o 3.2.1 Meaning and definition of the nation
o 3.2.2 Nation versus state distinction
o 3.2.3 Elements that constitute a nation
Part 3.3 Society And Its Relationship With Politics
o 3.3.1 Meaning and definition of society
o 3.3.2 Social structures and institutions
o 3.3.3 Interaction between society and the state
Part 3.4 Comparative Perspectives On State, Nation, And Society
o 3.4.1 Differences and overlaps among the three concepts
o 3.4.2 Case examples of state—nation—society relations
o 3.4.3 Contemporary challengesdn state, nation, and society relations

Introduction

The concepts of state, nationyand society are fundamental to Political Science because they
provide the framework within which politics operates. These ideas explain how authority is
organised, how identity.is formed, and how individuals interact collectively. By studying them,
you will gain a clearer understanding of the structures that underpin governance and the
relationships that shape political life.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to define and analyse the concepts of state,
nation, and society, to distinguish their characteristics, and to evaluate their interconnections in
both historical and contemporary contexts.

We shall commence this Series by examining the concept of the state, including its meaning,
characteristics, and theories of origin. Next, we will move on to the concept of the nation,
exploring its definition, distinction from the state, and the elements that constitute it. Following
that, we will study society, focusing on its structures and institutions, and its interaction with
politics and the state. Finally, we will conclude with comparative perspectives, considering
differences and overlaps among the three concepts, case examples, and contemporary challenges
m their relationships. By the end of this Series, you will have a structured understanding of how
state, nation, and society function together in political life.

-
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Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 3.1 define the state and explain its characteristics and theories of origin,

e SLO 3.2 define the nation and distinguish it from the state,

e SLO 3.3 describe society and analyse its structures and relationship with politics,

e SLO 3.4 evaluate comparative perspectives on state, nation, and society, including
contemporary challenges.

3.1 The Concept Of The State

3.1.1 Meaning and definition of the state

The state is a political organisation with sovereignty over a defined territory and population. It is
distinguished by its ability to enforce laws, maintain order, and represent its people in external
relations. Unlike other social groups, the state possesses supreme authority within its boundaries,
making it the central institution of political life.

Fill in the blank: The state is a political organisation with over a defined territory and
population.
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Figure 3.1 Core Elements of the State

The Foundational Components of Political Organization

TERRITORY POPULATION

* Defined Borders « Citizens & Residents
* Land & Resources « Shared Identity

GOVERNMENT SOVERNGNITY

» Citizens & Residents e Institutior)s
* Shared Identity * Public Services
* Laws & Order

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 3
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Diagram showing the state as territory, population, government, and sovereignty Caption: Figure
3.1'Core elements of the

3.1.2 Characteristics and functions of the state

The state has several defining characteristics: a permanent population, a defined territory, a
government, and sovereignty. Its functions include maintaining law and order, providing
security, regulating the economy, and representing the people in international affairs. These
functions ensure stability and enable collective decision-making.

b
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Fill in the blank: The state’s functions include maintaining law and order, providing security, and
regulating the
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Table 3.1 Characteristics and

Functions of the State
Defining the Modern Political Entity

Characteristic Description

Population Permanent group of people
Territory Defined geogrphical area

Government authority Supreme power within

Soveriengity boundaries

Function Example
Law and order Police and judicary
Eccnomy Regulation of trade

Representation Diplomacy and treaties

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 3

3.1.3Theories of the origin of the state

Several theories explain how states originated. The divine theory suggests that states were
established by divine will. The social contract theory, advanced by thinkers such as Locke and
Rousseau, argues that states arose from agreements among individuals to ensure order and
protection. The force theory claims that states were created through conquest and domination,
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while the evolutionary theory sees the state as gradually emerging from family and tribal
structures.

Fill in the blank: The social contract theory argues that states arose from agreements among
individuals to ensure and protection.

Box 3.1 Theories of the Origin of the State

Foundational Explanations of Political Organization

Divine theory: State established by divine will
Social contract theory: Agrement amog individuals

Force theory: Created through conquest

Evoluntianay theory: Emerged from family and tribal
structures

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 3

Caption: Box 3.1 Theories of the origin of the state
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Pilot questions 3.1

1. Which term refers to a political organisation with sovereignty over a defined territory and
population?

2. Fill in the blank: The state’s functions include maintaining law and order, providing
security, and regulating the

3. What are the four main characteristics of the state?

4. Which theory of the origin of the state argues that it arose from agreements-among
individuals?

5. Fill in the blank: The force theory claims that states were created through and
domination.

3.2 The Concept Of The Nation

3.2.1 Meaning and definition of the nation

A nation is a community of people bound together by shared identity, often expressed through
common language, culture, history, or @ sense of belonging. Unlike the state, which is defined by
territory and sovereignty, the nation is defined by collective consciousness and emotional ties.
Nations may exist without states, and states may contain multiple nations.

Fill in the blank: A nation is a community of people bound together by shared and
identity.
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Figure 3.2 Elements of Nationhood:
Shared Bonds of Collective Identity

LANGUAGE

*» Common Tongue
« Communication

CULTURE BELONGING

» Shared Customs * Group Identity
Values & Beliefs « Soldarity

HISTORY
« Collective Past
+ Common Narrafive

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 3

Diagram showing elements of nationhood: language, culture, history, belonging Caption: Figure
3.2 Elements of nationhood

3.2.2'Nation versus state distinction

The state is a political and legal entity with sovereignty, while the nation is a socio-cultural
entity based on shared identity. A state may encompass multiple nations, as in multinational
states, or a nation may exist across several states, as in diasporic nations. Understanding this
distinction is crucial for analysing issues such as nationalism, secession, and multiculturalism.
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Fill in the blank: The state is a political entity with sovereignty, while the nation is a
entity based on shared identity.

Table 3.2 Distinction Between Nation and State
Comparing Socio-Cultural Identity and Political Organization

Aspect Nation State

Basis Shared identity Soverggnity and
territory

Nature Socio-cultural Political and legal

Example Kurdisih nation Nigeriia state

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 3

Caption: Table 3.2 Distinction between nation and state

3.2.3 Elements that constitute a nation

Several elements contribute to the formation of a nation. These include common language,
shared culture, collective history, and a sense of belonging or destiny. Religion and geography
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may also play roles in uniting people. These elements foster solidarity and distinguish one nation
from another, even when they coexist within the same state.

Fill in the blank: Common language, shared culture, and collective are elements that
contribute to the formation of a nation.

Box 3.2 Elements that

Consitute a Nation
Shared Foundations of Collective Identity

« Common language

* Crolective history

* Sense of belonging

* Religion and geographiy

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 3

Caption: Box 3.2 Elements that constitute a nation
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Pilot questions 3.2

1. Which term refers to a community of people bound together by shared identity and

culture?
2. Fill in the blank: The state is a political entity with sovereignty, while the nation is a
entity.
3. Give one example of a nation that exists across several states.
4. What are three elements that contribute to the formation of a nation?
5. Fill in the blank: Common language, shared culture, and collective are elements

that constitute a nation.

3.3 Society And Its Relationship With Politics

3.3.1 Meaning and definition of society

Society refers to a group of individuals:who live together within a shared environment and are
bound by social relationships, norms, and institutions. Unlike the state, which is a political
organisation, society encompasses the broader network of human interaction, including cultural,
economic, and religious dimensions. Society provides the context in which politics operates.

Fill in the blank: Society refers to a group of'individuals bound by social relationships, norms,
and
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Figure 3.3 Dimensions of Society:
Interomtected Spheres of Human Interaction

CULTURE POLITICS

« Values & Beliefs « Governance
« Arts & Customs « Power & Laws

SOCIETY

ECONOMY RELIGION

« Production & Trade « Spiritual Beliefs
Resources « Ethics & Morals

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 3

Diagram showing society as culture, economy, religion, and politics interconnected Caption:
Figure 3.3 Dimensions of society

3.3.2'Social structures and institutions

Social structures are the organised patterns of relationships within society, such as family,
education, religion, and economy. These structures are supported by institutions, which are
formalised systems that regulate behaviour and maintain order. For example, the family social
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structure is supported by institutions such as marriage laws and cultural traditions. Together,
structures and institutions shape how individuals interact and how society functions.

Fill in the blank: Social structures are organised patterns of relationships, while institutions are
formalised systems that behaviour.

Table 3.3 Examples of Social
Structures and Institutions

Intercontected Spheres of Human Interaction

Social Supporting Example
Structure Institution

Family Marriage laws Parenting roles

Education Schools and universities | Curriculum

Religion Churches, mosques, temples | Rituals

Economy Markets and banks Trade and finance

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 3

Caption: Table 3.3 Examples of social structures and institutions
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3.3.3 Interaction between society and the state

The interaction between society and the state is dynamic. Society provides legitimacy to the
state by supporting its authority, while the state regulates society through laws and policies.
When society and the state are aligned, stability is achieved. However, when there is tension—
such as when laws conflict with cultural norms—political unrest may occur. This interaction
highlights the importance of balancing governance with social values.

Fill in the blank: Society provides legitimacy to the state, while the state regulates society
through and policies.
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Box 3.3 Examples of State—Society
Interaction

Interconecting Governance and Socical Spheres

* State enforces education policies shaped by
social demand

e Society influences laws through cultural
traditions

* State regulates economy while povides labuir and
entreperneurship

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 3

Caption: Box 3.3 Examples of state—society interaction

Pilot questions 3.3

1. Which term refers to a group of individuals bound by social relationships, norms, and

institutions?
2. Fill in the blank: Social structures are organised patterns of relationships, while
institutions are formalised systems that behaviour.

3. Give two examples of social structures and their supporting institutions.
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4. How does society provide legitimacy to the state?
5. Fill in the blank: The state regulates society through and policies.

3.4 Comparative Perspectives On State, Nation, And Society

3.4.1 Differences and overlaps among the three concepts

Although the state, nation, and society are distinct, they often overlap. The state is a political
and legal organisation with sovereignty, the nation is a socio-cultural community bound by
identity, and society is the broader network of human interaction. In practice, these concepts
interact: nations may seek statehood, states regulate societies, and societies provide legitimacy to
states.

Fill in the blank: The state is a political organisation, the nation is a socio-€ultural community,
and society is the broader network of interaction.
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Table 3.4 Differences and Overlaps
Among State, Nation, and Society

Interoncected Concepts in Political Studies

Concept Basis Example Overlap

Sovereninty

State and territory

Nigeria Regulates society

Nation Shared identity | Kurdish nation May seek statehood

Nigerian societs

Society |Human intaraction | Nigerian society legaimlaity to state

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 3

Caption: Table 3.4 Differences and overlaps among state, nation, and society

3.2 Case examples of state—nation-society relations

Case studies illustrate how these concepts interact. For example, in France, the state and nation
largely overlap, creating a strong national identity. In Nigeria, multiple nations coexist within
one state, leading to challenges of unity and diversity. In Palestine, a nation exists without full
statehood, highlighting struggles for sovereignty. These examples show the varied ways state,
nation, and society relate in practice.
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Fill in the blank: In Nigeria, multiple nations coexist within one , leading to challenges of

Plate 3.1
Case Examples of State-Nation-Society Relations

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 3

Image of diverse cultural groups within a single state Caption: Plate 3.1 Case examples of state—
nation—society relations

3.4:3 Contemporary challenges in state, nation, and society relations

Contemporary challenges include nationalism, globalisation, and multiculturalism. Nationalism
can strengthen unity but also fuel conflict when nations seek independence. Globalisation
connects societies across borders, sometimes weakening state sovereignty. Multiculturalism
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enriches societies but requires careful management to avoid tension. These challenges
demonstrate that the relationship among state, nation, and society is dynamic and constantly
evolving.

Fill in the blank: Globalisation connects societies across borders, sometimes weakening
sovereignty.

Box 3.4

Contempiary Challenges in
State-Nation-Society Relations

Naviating Complex Interpendencies

e Nationalism: Unity and independence movements

e Globalisation: Cross-border connections and
weakned soverienity

e Multicturaluism: Diversity and social integration

‘ Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 3
— TR ™ T . - -

Caption: Box 3.4 Contemporary challenges in state—nation—society relations
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Pilot questions 3.4

What is the main distinction between state, nation, and society?

Fill in the blank: In Nigeria, multiple nations coexist within one

Give one example of a nation without full statehood.

What are three contemporary challenges in state—nation—society relations?

Fill in the blank: Globalisation connects societies across borders, sometimes weakening
sovereignty.

MRS

Series Summary

This Series has explored the interconnected concepts of state, nation, and society, which form the
foundation of political organisation and identity. Its purpose wasto help you understand how
authority is structured, how collective identity is formed;.and how individuals interact within
broader social frameworks.

We began by examining the state, defining its meaning, characteristics, and theories of origin.
We then studied the nation, distinguishing it from the state and identifying the elements that
constitute nationhood. Following that, we explored society, focusing on its structures,
institutions, and dynamic relationship with politics and the state. Finally, we considered
comparative perspectives, highlighting differences and overlaps among the three concepts, case
examples, and contemporary challenges such as nationalism, globalisation, and multiculturalism.
By completing this Series, you should now be able to define the state and explain its origins
(SLO 3.1), distinguish the nation from the state (SLO 3.2), describe society and its relationship
with politics (SLO 3.3), and evaluate comparative perspectives and challenges in state—nation—
society relations (SLO 3.4).

Glossary of Terms

e _Authority: The recognised right to exercise power, often legitimised by laws or customs.

« ' Divine theory: A theory of state origin suggesting that states were established by divine
will.

o Evolutionary theory: A theory of state origin suggesting that states gradually emerged
from family and tribal structures.

o Force theory: A theory of state origin claiming that states were created through conquest
and domination.

e Legitimacy: The acceptance of authority by the people, making obedience voluntary.

o Nation: A community of people bound together by shared identity, culture, language, or
history.

e Social contract theory: A theory of state origin arguing that states arose from
agreements among individuals to ensure order and protection.

=
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e Society: A group of individuals bound by social relationships, norms, and institutions.
o State: A political organisation with sovereignty over a defined territory and population.
e Sovereignty: Supreme authority exercised by the state within its boundaries.

Concept Check Questions [Series 3]

Objective questions

1. Define the state. (Linked to SLO 3.1)
Which theory of the origin of the state argues that it arose from agreements among
individuals? (Linked to SLO 3.1)

3. Fill in the blank: A nation is a community of people bound together by shared
(Linked to SLO 3.2)

4. Which term refers to a group of individuals bound by social relationships, norms, and
institutions? (Linked to SLO 3.3)

5. Fill in the blank: Globalisation connects societies across borders, sometimes weakening

sovereignty. (Linked to SLO 3.4)

Short-answer questions

6. List the four main characteristics of the state. (Linked to SLO 3.1)

7. Distinguish between nation and state. (Linked to SLO 3.2)

8. Give two examples of social structures and their supporting institutions. (Linked to SLO
3.3)

9. Explain how society provides legitimacy to the state. (Linked to SLO 3.3)

10. Identify two contemporary challenges in state—nation—society relations. (Linked to SLO
3.4)

Long-answer questions
11. Analyse the theories of the origin of the state. (Linked to SLO 3.1)

e Basicresponse: Describe divine, social contract, force, and evolutionary theories with
examples.

e ' Value-added response: Evaluate how these theories remain relevant in understanding
modern states.

12. Evaluate the differences and overlaps among state, nation, and society. (Linked to SLO
3.4)

e Basic response: Explain the distinctions in basis and nature, with examples.
e Value-added response: Provide case studies showing how these concepts interact in
practice, such as France, Nigeria, or Palestine.

=
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Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3]

1. The state is a political organisation with sovereignty over a defined territory and

population.

Social contract theory.

Identity.

Society.

State.

Population, territory, government, sovereignty.

The nation is a socio-cultural entity based on shared identity, while the state is a political

and legal entity with sovereignty.

Family supported by marriage laws; education supported by schools and universities.

9. Society supports the state’s authority by accepting its legitimacy and complying with
laws.

10. Nationalism, globalisation, multiculturalism.

11. Basic response: The divine theory sees the state as created by divine will, the social
contract theory as an agreement among individuals, the force theory as conquest, and the
evolutionary theory as gradual development. Value-added response: These theories
remain relevant in explaining religious states, democratic contracts, authoritarian
regimes, and gradual social evolution.

12. Basic response: The state is political, the nation is socio-cultural, and society is broader
human interaction. Value-added response: Case studies show overlaps, such as France
(nation-state), Nigeria (multinational state), and Palestine (nation without full statehood).

Nownbkwd
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References and Attributions [Series 3]

o Course content adapted from POL 101: Introduction to Political Science notes.
o Figures, Plates, Tables, and Boxes:
o Figure 3.1, Figure 3.2, Figure 3.3: Suggested Al prompt “Generate a diagram
showing elements of state, nation, and society” (Al-generated placeholder).
o Plate 3.1: Suggested Al prompt “Generate an image showing diverse cultural
groups within one state” (Al-generated placeholder).
o. Table 3.1, Table 3.2, Table 3.3, Table 3.4: Suggested Al prompt “Generate a
comparison table for state, nation, and society” (Al-generated placeholder).
o Box 3.1, Box 3.2, Box 3.3, Box 3.4: Suggested Al prompt “Create a text box
listing theories, elements, examples, and challenges in state—nation—society
relations” (Al-generated placeholder).

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]

Part 3.1

&
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State

Economy

Population, territory, government, sovereignty
Social contract theory

Conquest

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
Part 3.2
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
Part 3.3
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
Part 3.4

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Nation

Socio-cultural

Kurdish nation

Language, culture, history
History

Society

Regulate

Family and marriage laws; education and schools
By accepting its authority and complying with laws
Laws

State is political, nation is socio-cultural, society is broader human interaction
State

Palestine

Nationalism, globalisation, multiculturalism

State
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Series 4: Approaches And Methods In Political Science

Series outline

Part 4.1 Traditional Approaches To Political Science
o 4.1.1 Philosophical approach
o 4.1.2 Historical approach
o 4.1.3 Institutional approach
Part 4.2 Modern Approaches To Political Science
o 4.2.1 Behavioural approach
o 4.2.2 Systems approach
o 4.2.3 Structural-functional approach
Part 4.3 Normative And Empirical Methods
o 4.3.1 Normative method: values and ideals
o 4.3.2 Empirical method: observation and evidence
o 4.3.3 Comparative method
Part 4.4 Interdisciplinary Approaches
o 4.4.1 Political economy
o 4.4.2 Political sociology
o 4.4.3 Public policy studies

Introduction

Approaches and methods are the backbone of Political Science, shaping how scholars study
politics and interpret political phenomena. They provide the lenses through which political
behaviour, institutions,and systems are analysed. Without clear approaches and methods,
Political Science would lack coherence and rigour.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the major approaches and methods used in Political
Science, both traditional and modern, and to show how they contribute to the discipline’s
development. You will also explore normative and empirical methods, which distinguish value-
based inquiry from evidence-based analysis, and examine interdisciplinary approaches that
enrich Political Science by drawing on insights from related fields.

We shall commence this Series by considering traditional approaches, such as philosophical,
historical, and institutional perspectives. Next, we will move on to modern approaches, including
behavioural, systems, and structural-functional analysis. Following that, we will study normative
and empirical methods, focusing on values, evidence, and comparative analysis. Finally, we will
conclude with interdisciplinary approaches, such as political economy, political sociology, and
public policy studies. By the end of this Series, you will have a structured understanding of how
Political Science is studied and practised.
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Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 4.1 describe traditional approaches to Political Science and explain their
contributions,

e SLO 4.2 analyse modern approaches and evaluate their relevance to contemporary
Political Science,

e SLO 4.3 distinguish between normative and empirical methods and apply them to
political inquiry,

e SLO 4.4 explain interdisciplinary approaches and assess their value in enriching Political
Science.

4.1 Traditional Approaches To Political Seience

4.1.1 Philosophical approach

The philosophical approach studies politics by focusing on values, justice, rights, and the ideal
state. It asks normative questions such.as “What is the best form of government?” or “What
should be the role of the citizen?” Thinkers like Plato and Aristotle used this approach to explore
the moral foundations of political life.

Fill in the blank: The philosophical approach studies politics by focusing on values, justice,
rights, and the state.
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Figure 4.1 Elements of the
Philosopical Approach:

Exploring Normative Political Ideas

=g

VALUES RIGHTS

« Etbical Pfinciples, « Interent Freadoms
Moral Foundations Legal Pratections

PHILOSPCICAL
APPROACH

JUSTICE IDEAL STATE
* Fzimess & Equity - + Utpoian Modals ¢
Distribute & Procedural Best Polifical Form

Foms?

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 4

Diagram showing philosophical approach: values, justice, rights, ideal state Caption: Figure 4.1
Elements of the philosophical approach

4.1.2 Historical approach

The historical approach examines political institutions and ideas in their historical context. It
studies how states, governments, and political systems have evolved over time. This approach
helps us understand the roots of modern institutions and the lessons of past political experiences.
For example, studying the French Revolution provides insights into democracy and nationalism.
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Fill in the blank: The historical approach examines political institutions and ideas in their
context.

Plate 4.1 Historical Approach to Politics

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 4

Image of a historical event such as the French Revolution Caption: Plate 4.1 Historical approach
to‘politics
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4.1.3 Institutional approach

The institutional approach focuses on the formal structures of government, such as legislatures,
executives, and judiciaries. It studies how these institutions are organised, how they function,
and how they interact. This approach is useful for understanding constitutions, legal frameworks,
and the machinery of governance.

Fill in the blank: The institutional approach focuses on the formal structures of such as
legislatures, executives, and judiciaries.

Table 4.1 Examples of Institutions
Studied in Political Science

Analyzing the Framewarks of Governance

Institution Function Example

Legislature Law-making National Assembliy

Exective Policy implementation| Interpetation of laws

Judicairy Presidenciy Supreme Courty

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 4

Caption: Table 4.1 Examples of institutions studied in Political Science
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Pilot questions 4.1

1. Which approach studies politics by focusing on values, justice, and the ideal state?

2. Fill in the blank: The historical approach examines political institutions and ideas in their
context.

3. What does the institutional approach focus on?

4. Give one example of how the historical approach helps us understand modern politics.

5. Fill in the blank: The institutional approach focuses on the formal structures of

4.2 Modern Approaches To Political Science

4.2.1 Behavioural approach

The behavioural approach focuses on the study of political behaviour of individuals and groups
rather than institutions alone. It uses empirical methods, such as surveys and statistical analysis,
to understand voting patterns, political participation, and public opinion. This approach
emphasises observable behaviour and seeks to make Political Science more scientific.

Fill in the blank: The behavioural approach focuses on the study of political of
individuals and groups.
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Figure 4.2 Elements of the Behavoural Approach:
Examining Political Actions & Attitudes

VOTING

« Electrral Behavior
« Tumout Rates

BEHAVURIOUAL
APPROACH

PARTICIPATION PUBLIC
« Protest OPINION

« Campaigning = Surveys

Attitudes

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 4

Diagram showing behavioural approach: voting, participation, public opinion Caption: Figure
4.2 Elements of the behavioural approach

4.2.2'Systems approach

The systems approach views politics as a system of inputs, processes, and outputs. Citizens
provide demands and support (inputs), political institutions process these demands, and policies
or decisions are produced (outputs). Feedback from society then influences future inputs. This
approach highlights the dynamic interaction between society and political institutions.

™

(P

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Fill in the blank: In the systems approach, citizens provide demands and support as into
the political system.

Figure 4.3 Systems Approach to Politics
A Model of Political Flow and Response

INPUTS POLITICAL SYSTEM OUTPUTS

« Demands PROCESES « Policies
* Support * Decision-Making « Actions
» Policy Formation

FEEDBACK
* Public Reaction
» Evaluation

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 4

Diagram showing systems approach: inputs — processes — outputs — feedback Caption: Figure
4.3 Systems approach to politics
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4.2.3 Structural-functional approach

The structural-functional approach analyses political systems by identifying structures (such
as legislatures, executives, and parties) and examining the functions they perform (such as law-
making, policy implementation, and interest aggregation). This approach helps explain how
different parts of the political system contribute to stability and effectiveness.

Fill in the blank: The structural-functional approach analyses political systems by.identifying
structures and examining their

Table 4.2 Structures and Functions
in Political Systems

Analyzing the Components of Governance

Structure Function Example

Legislsture Policy implementation | Government ministries

Judicariry Interpetation of laws Supreme Court

Political parties Interest aggregation Party platforms

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 4

Caption: Table 4.2 Structures and functions in political systems
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Pilot questions 4.2

1. Which approach focuses on the study of political behaviour of individuals and groups?
2. Fill in the blank: In the systems approach, citizens provide demands and support as
3. What are the three main elements of the systems approach?

4. Which approach analyses political systems by identifying structures and examining their
functions?

5. Fill in the blank: The structural-functional approach analyses political systems by
identifying structures and examining their

4.3 Normative And Empirical Methods

4.3.1 Normative method: values and ideals

The normative method in Political Science focuses on values, ideals, and what ought to be. It
asks questions about justice, equality, liberty, and the best form of government. This method is
prescriptive rather than descriptive, aiming to establish standards for political life. For example,
normative inquiry might ask: “Should democracy be the universal system of government?”

Fill in the blank: The normative method focuses on values, ideals, and what to be.
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Figure 4.4
Elements of the
Normative Method

Inquiring into Ideal Political Principles

JUSTICE EQUALITY
* Fairness  Rights * Law * Equal Opportunity
» Equity * Status

NORMATIVE
METHOD

BEST LIBERTY
GOVERNMENT « Ideal State o

* Good Governance

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 4

Diagram showing normative method: justice, equality, liberty, best government Caption: Figure
4.4 Elements of the normative method

4.3.2 Empirical method: observation and evidence

The empirical method focuses on what is rather than what ought to be. It relies on observation,
evidence, and data to study political phenomena. For example, empirical research might analyse
voting behaviour through surveys or examine the impact of policies using statistical data. This
method makes Political Science more scientific and testable.
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Fill in the blank: The empirical method relies on observation, evidence, and to study
political phenomena.

Table 4.3 Normative versus Empiercal Methods
Inquiring into Ideal Political Principles

Focus Normative Method What is

What ouglt to be Observation and

Basis 1 .
Values and ideals evidence

Justice, liberty Voting behaviour,

Example policy impact

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 4

Caption: Table 4.3 Normative versus empirical methods

4.3.3 Comparative method

The comparative method involves studying political systems, institutions, or behaviours across
different countries or contexts. By comparing similarities and differences, scholars can identify
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patterns and draw conclusions about political processes. For example, comparing presidential
and parliamentary systems helps explain how different structures affect governance.

Fill in the blank: The comparative method involves studying political systems across different
or contexts.

Box 4.3 Examples of Comparative Method
Method Applications

Analyzing Diverse Political Systems
* Comparing presidental and parmavatary systems

 Studing democracies versus authohrsian regimes

* Analying policy outcomes across countries

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 4

Caption: Box 4.3 Examples of comparative method applications
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Pilot questions 4.3

Which method focuses on values, ideals, and what ought to be?

Fill in the blank: The empirical method relies on observation, evidence, and

What is the main distinction between normative and empirical methods?

Give one example of how the comparative method is applied in Political Science.
Fill in the blank: The comparative method involves studying political systems across
different

MRS

4.4 Interdisciplinary Approaches

4.4.1 Political economy

Political economy examines the relationship between politics and economics. It studies how
political decisions affect economic policies and how economic conditions influence political
behaviour. For example, taxation, trade, and resource distribution are shaped by both political
authority and economic realities.

Fill in the blank: Political economy studies how political decisions affect policies and
conditions.
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Figure 4.5 Political Economy as an Interdisisplalry Approach
Analyzing the Interconeccted Spheres

POLITICS

+ Governance
« Policy Making

POLITICAL
ECONOMY

ECONOMICS SOCIETY

* Markets & Resources « Culture & Norms
« Production & Trade « Human Behavior

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 4

Diagram showing political economy: politics <> economics < society Caption: Figure 4.5
Political economy as an interdisciplinary approach

4.4.2 Political sociology

Political sociology explores the relationship between society and politics. It focuses on how
social structures, culture, and identity shape political participation and authority. For instance,
class, religion, ethnicity, and gender influence voting behaviour and political mobilisation.
Political sociology highlights the social foundations of political life.
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Fill in the blank: Political sociology focuses on how social structures, culture, and shape
political participation.

Table 4.4 Examples of
Political Sociology Themes

Analyzing Social Influences on Governance

Theme Influence on Example
Politics

Class Economic interests | Working-class voting
patterns

Religion Moral values Religious influence on
policy

Etheniity Identity and solidarity

Represetation | Ethnic-based political| Women’s
moblization

participation in

Gender Represestation b
politics

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 4

Caption: Table 4.4 Examples of political sociology themes

4.4.3 Public policy studies

Public policy studies analyse how governments design, implement, and evaluate policies. This
approach draws on economics, sociology, and management to understand decision-making
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processes and policy outcomes. For example, public health policies require political will,
economic resources, and social acceptance. Public policy studies bridge theory and practice by
focusing on real-world governance.

Fill in the blank: Public policy studies analyse how governments design, implement, and
policies.

Box 4.4 Examples of

Public Policy Studies

Examning Government Actions and Impacts

* Education policy: Access and quality of schooling

* Health policy: Public health programmes and
vaccination campaigns

e Environmental polity: Climate change and resource managemen

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 4

Caption: Box 4.4 Examples of public policy studies
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Pilot questions 4.4

1. Which interdisciplinary approach studies the relationship between politics and
economics?
2. Fill in the blank: Political sociology focuses on how social structures, culture, and
shape political participation.
What does public policy studies analyse?
Give one example of how political economy operates in practice.
5. Fill in the blank: Public policy studies analyse how governments design, implement, and
policies.

nalie

Series Summary

This Series has examined the diverse approaches and methods in Political Science, showing
how scholars study politics from different perspectives. Its purpose was to help you understand
the traditional foundations, modern innovations, methodological distinctions, and
interdisciplinary contributions that shape the discipline.

We began with traditional approaches, such as philosophical, historical, and institutional
perspectives, which laid the groundwork for early Political Science. We then explored modern
approaches, including behayioural; systems, and structural-functional analysis, which emphasise
scientific rigour and dynamic processes. Following that, we studied normative and empirical
methods, distinguishing between value-based inquiry and evidence-based analysis, and
introduced the comparative method. Finally, we concluded with interdisciplinary approaches,
highlighting political economy, political sociology, and public policy studies as ways Political
Science draws strength from related fields. By completing this Series, you should now be able to
describe traditional approaches (SLO 4.1), analyse modern approaches (SLO 4.2), distinguish
normative and empirical methods (SLO 4.3), and explain interdisciplinary approaches (SLO 4.4).

Glossary of Terms

o Behavioural approach: A modern approach focusing on political behaviour of
individuals and groups using empirical methods.

o Comparative method: Studying political systems across different countries or contexts
to identify patterns and differences.

o Empirical method: Evidence-based study of politics focusing on what is rather than
what ought to be.

o Historical approach: Studying political institutions and ideas in their historical context.
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o Institutional approach: Analysing formal structures of government such as legislatures,
executives, and judiciaries.

o Normative method: Value-based inquiry focusing on ideals such as justice, liberty, and
equality.

o Philosophical approach: Studying politics through values, rights, and the ideal state.

o Political economy: Examining the relationship between politics and economics.

o Political sociology: Studying how social structures and identities shape political
participation and authority.

o Public policy studies: Analysing how governments design, implement, and evaluate
policies.

e Structural-functional approach: Analysing political systems by identifying structures
and examining their functions.

o Systems approach: Viewing politics as a system of inputs, processes, outputs, and
feedback.

Concept Check Questions [Series 4]

Objective questions

1. Which approach studies politics by focusing on values, justice, and the ideal state? (SLO
4.1)

2. Fill in the blank: The behavioural approach focuses on the study of political

(SLO 4.2)

Which method relies on obsetvation, evidence, and data? (SLO 4.3)

4. Fill in the blank: Political sociology focuses on how social structures, culture, and

shape political participation. (SLO 4.4)

5. Which interdisciplinary approach studies the relationship between politics and

economics? (SLO 4.4)

[98)

Short-answer questions

6. Distinguish between the philosophical and historical approaches. (SLO 4.1)
7. Explain the main elements of the systems approach. (SLO 4.2)

8. What is the difference between normative and empirical methods? (SLO 4.3)
9.. Give two examples of how the comparative method is applied. (SLO 4.3)

10. Identify two themes studied in political sociology. (SLO 4.4)

Long-answer questions
11. Analyse the contributions of traditional approaches to Political Science. (SLO 4.1)
o Basic response: Describe philosophical, historical, and institutional approaches with

examples.
e Value-added response: Evaluate their relevance to contemporary Political Science.
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12. Evaluate the importance of interdisciplinary approaches in Political Science. (SLO 4.4)

o Basic response: Explain political economy, political sociology, and public policy studies.
e Value-added response: Provide examples of how these approaches enrich Political
Science in practice.

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4]

Philosophical approach.

Behaviour.

Empirical method.

Identity.

Political economy.

Philosophical approach focuses on values and ideals; historical approach studies

institutions in their historical context.

Inputs, processes, outputs, and feedback.

Normative method asks what ought to be; empirical method studies what is.

9. Comparing presidential and parliamentary systems; studying democracies versus
authoritarian regimes.

10. Class and religion (also ethnicity and gender).

11. Basic response: Traditional approaches include philosophical (values), historical
(context), and institutional (structures). Value-added response: They remain relevant for
grounding Political Science in moral, historical; and structural analysis.

12. Basic response: Interdisciplinary approaches include political economy, political

sociology, and public policy studies. Value-added response: They enrich Political

Science by linking politics with. economics, society, and governance outcomes.

S e
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References and Attributions [Series 4]

o Course content adapted from POL 101: Introduction to Political Science notes.
o Figures, Plates, Tables, and Boxes:

o Figures 4.1-4.5: Suggested Al prompt “Generate a diagram showing
philosephical, behavioural, systems, normative, and political economy
approaches” (Al-generated placeholder).

o Plate 4.1: Suggested Al prompt “Generate an image of the French Revolution as
an example of historical approach” (Al-generated placeholder).

o Tables 4.1-4.4: Suggested Al prompt “Generate a table showing institutions,
structures and functions, normative vs empirical methods, and themes in political
sociology” (Al-generated placeholder).

o Boxes 4.3—4.4: Suggested Al prompt “Create a text box listing examples of
comparative method and public policy studies” (Al-generated placeholder).
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Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4]

Part 4.1

Philosophical approach

Historical

Formal structures of government

Studying the French Revolution to understand democracy
Government

MRS

Part 4.2

Behavioural approach

Inputs

Inputs, processes, outputs
Structural-functional approach
Functions

Nk W=

Part 4.3

Normative method

Data

Normative asks what ought to be; empitrical studies what is
Comparing presidential and parliamentary systems
Countries

Al e

Part 4.4

Political economy

Identity

Design, implement, and evaluate policies
Taxation shaped by politics and economics
Evaluate

Nk W=
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Series 5: Political Culture, Socialisation, And
Constitutionalism

Series outline

o Part5.1 Political Culture
o 5.1.1 Meaning and definition of political culture
o 5.1.2 Types of political culture (parochial, subject, participant)
o 5.1.3 Importance of political culture in governance
o Part5.2 Political Socialisation
o 5.2.1 Meaning and definition of political socialisation
o 5.2.2 Agents of political socialisation (family, school, media, peers, religion)
o 5.2.3 Impact of political socialisation on political behaviour
o Part 5.3 Constitutionalism: Meaning And Principles
o 5.3.1 Meaning and definition of constitutionalism
o 5.3.2 Principles of constitutionalism (rule of law; separation of powers, checks
and balances, fundamental rights)
o 5.3.3 Importance of constitutionalism in democratic governance
e Part 5.4 Comparative Perspectives On Political Culture, Socialisation, And
Constitutionalism
o 5.4.1 Differences and connections among the three concepts
o 5.4.2 Case examples from different political systems
o 5.4.3 Contemporary challenges (authoritarianism, weak institutions, globalisation)

Introduction

Political culture, socialisation, and constitutionalism are essential concepts in Political Science
because they explain how citizens relate to politics, how political values are transmitted, and how
governance is structured under constitutional principles. Together, they provide insight into the
foundations of political behaviour, the stability of political systems, and the legitimacy of
authority.

The aim of this Series is to help you understand the meaning and importance of political culture,
the processes of political socialisation, and the principles of constitutionalism. You will also
explore comparative perspectives to see how these concepts interact across different political
systems and the challenges they face in contemporary governance.

We shall commence this Series by examining political culture, including its meaning, types, and
importance. Next, we will study political socialisation, focusing on its agents and impact on
political behaviour. Following that, we will analyse constitutionalism, considering its meaning,
principles, and importance in democratic governance. Finally, we will conclude with
comparative perspectives, highlighting differences and connections among the three concepts,
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case examples, and contemporary challenges such as authoritarianism, weak institutions, and
globalisation. By the end of this Series, you will have a structured understanding of how political
culture, socialisation, and constitutionalism shape political life.

Series Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 5.1 define political culture, identify its types, and explain its importance in
governance,

e SLO 5.2 describe political socialisation, identify its agents, and analyse its impact on
political behaviour,

e SLO 5.3 define constitutionalism, explain its principles, and evaluate its importance in
democratic governance,

o SLO 5.4 assess comparative perspectives on political culture, socialisation, and
constitutionalism, including contemporary challenges.

5.1 Political Culture

5.1.1 Meaning and definition of political culture

Political culture refers to the set of attitudes, beliefs, values, and orientations that people in a
society hold towards politics and governance. It shapes how citizens view authority, participate
in political life, and respond to-institutions. Political culture provides the psychological and
emotional foundation for political systems.

Fill in the blank: Political culture refers to the set of attitudes, beliefs, values, and that
people hold towards politics.

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Figure 5.1 Elements of Political Culture:
Shaping Civic Orientations

ATTITUDES ‘ BELIEFS

« Towards leaders + In government
« Towards insttutions legitimatty
« Political efficiacy

POLITICAL
CULTURE

VALUES ORIENTATIONS

+ Liberty, Equality, 2 l;e:lrbc;:gfl

Social Order S
K + Participant

— =
Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 5

Diagram showing political culture as attitudes, beliefs, values, orientations Caption: Figure 5.1
Elements of political culture

5.1.2 Types of political culture

Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba identified three major types of political culture:

e Parochial political culture: Citizens have little awareness of politics and limited
participation.
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o Subject political culture: Citizens are aware of politics but remain passive, obeying
authority without active involvement.

o Participant political culture: Citizens are actively engaged, influencing decisions and
holding leaders accountable.

Fill in the blank: Citizens in a political culture are actively engaged and influence
decisions.

Table 5.1
Types of Political Culture

Almond and Verba’s Typology

Type Characteristics | Example

Little awareness, Isolated tribal

Parocihal i P e
minimal participation communities

Subject Awareness but passive | Authohorian
obedience regimes

Participant | Active engagement, Modern democracies |
acconabibiity

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 5

Caption: Table 5.1 Types of political culture
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5.1.3 Importance of political culture in governance

Political culture is important because it influences the stability and effectiveness of governance.
A participant culture strengthens democracy, while a subject or parochial culture may limit
accountability. Political culture also shapes citizens’ trust in institutions, their willingness to
obey laws, and their capacity to demand reforms.

Fill in the blank: Political culture influences the stability and effectiveness of
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Box 5.1 Importance of Political

Culture
Shaping Governance and Civic Life

Shapes citizen participation

Strengthens or weakens democracy
* Influences trust of institutions
* Determines accoutability and reform capacity

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 5

Caption: Box 5.1 Importance of political culture

Pilot questions 5.1

I Which term refers to the set of attitudes, beliefs, values, and orientations people hold
towards politics?

2. Fill in the blank: Citizens in a political culture are actively engaged and influence
decisions.

3. What are the three types of political culture identified by Almond and Verba?

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



4. How does political culture influence governance?
5. Fillin the blank: Political culture influences the stability and effectiveness of

5.2 Political Socialisation

5.2.1 Meaning and definition of political socialisation

Political socialisation is the process by which individuals acquire political values, beliefs,
attitudes, and behaviours. It explains how citizens learn about politics and-develop orientations
towards authority, participation, and governance. Political socialisation ensures continuity of
political culture across generations.

Fill in the blank: Political socialisation is the process by which-individuals acquire political
values, beliefs, attitudes, and
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Figure 5.2 Elements of Political Socialisation
The Transmission of Political Culture

BELIEFS VALUES
« Political Efficancy * Moral Principles
System Legitiramcy « Civic Norms

POLITICAL
SOCIALSISATION

ATTITUDES BEHAVOURS

Party Identification = Voting
Trust in Government « Protest
Participation

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 5

Diagram showing political socialisation as values, beliefs, attitudes, behaviours Caption: Figure
5.2 Elements of political socialisation

5.2.2/Agents of political socialisation

Political socialisation occurs through various agents, including:

o Family: First source of political values and loyalties.
e School: Teaches civic education and political knowledge.
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e Media: Shapes opinions through news, social media, and entertainment.
e Peers: Influence political attitudes through group interactions.
o Religion: Provides moral frameworks that affect political behaviour.

Fill in the blank: The family is often the first source of political values and

Table 5.2 Agents of Political Socialisation
Shaping Political Beliefs and Norms

Agent Role Example

Family Early values and loyathis | Parents’ political views

School Civic education

Teaching constitutions

Media Information and opinion | News broascats

Peers Group influence Student unions

Religion Sermons on justice

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 5

Caption: Table 5.2 Agents of political socialisation
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5.2.3 Impact of political socialisation on political behaviour

Political socialisation shapes how citizens behave politically. It influences voting patterns, trust
in institutions, participation in civic activities, and attitudes towards authority. A society with
strong political socialisation tends to have stable governance, while weak soecialisation may lead
to apathy or unrest.

Fill in the blank: Political socialisation influences voting patterns, trust in institutions, and
participation in activities.
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Box 5.2
Impact of Political Socialisation
Shaping Political Behavior

Shapes voting behaviour

Builds trust in institutions
Encourages civic participation
Influences attitudes towards authority

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 5

Caption: Box 5.2 Tmpact of political socialisation

Pilot questions 5.2

I~ Which term refers to the process by which individuals acquire political values, beliefs,
and behaviours?

2. Fill in the blank: The family is often the first source of political values and

3. Name three agents of political socialisation.

4. How does political socialisation influence political behaviour?
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5. Fill in the blank: Political socialisation influences voting patterns, trust in institutions, and
participation in activities.

5.3 Constitutionalism: Meaning And Principles

5.3.1 Meaning and definition of constitutionalism

Constitutionalism refers to the principle that government authority is derived from and limited
by a constitution. It emphasises the supremacy of law over arbitrary rule, ensuring that leaders
act within established legal frameworks. Constitutionalism protects citizens’ rights and promotes
accountability in governance.

Fill in the blank: Constitutionalism refers to the principle that government authority is derived
from and limited by a
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Figure 5.3 Elements of Constitutionalism
Ensuring Limited & Accountable Governance

LIMITS

AUTHORITY * Rule of Law
+ Rule « Separation of
eparation of Powers, Powers

PROTECTS
RIGHTS

« Fundamental

* Due Process

WRITTEN

CONSTITUTION
» Basic Law

for Governance

CONSTITUONALISM

PROMOTES
ACCOUNTIABLI
« Framework

for Governance

« Government
Oversignt
Electral Checks

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 5

Diagram showing constitutionalism: constitution — limits authority — protects rights —
promotes accountability Caption: Figure 5.3 Elements of constitutionalism

5.3.2/Principles of constitutionalism

The key principles of constitutionalism include:

e Rule of law: Everyone, including leaders, is subject to the law.
e Separation of powers: Authority is divided among legislature, executive, and judiciary.
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e Checks and balances: Each branch of government restrains the others to prevent abuse.
o Fundamental rights: Citizens’ rights are guaranteed and protected by the constitution.

Fill in the blank: The principle of ensures that everyone, including leaders, is subject to
the law.

Table 5.3 Principles of Consttutionalism
Safafurding Limited Government

Principle Meaning Example
Rule of law Law applivs equally to | Leaders obeying court
all rulings
Separation of powers Division Legislature, executive
. authority judicariy
Checks of balances Mutual Presidential veto of
restraint legisation
Fundamental rights Guaranteed freedoms | Freedom of speech
L

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 5

Caption: Table 5.3 Principles of constitutionalism
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5.3.3 Importance of constitutionalism in democratic governance

Constitutionalism is vital for democracy because it prevents arbitrary rule, protects rights, and
ensures accountability. It strengthens trust in institutions and promotes stability by providing
clear rules for governance. Without constitutionalism, democracy risks collapsing into
authoritarianism.

Fill in the blank: Constitutionalism is vital for democracy because it prevents arbitrary rule and
protects
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Box 5.3 Importance of Consitutionalism
Democratic Governance

Safeafurding Rights and Order

* Prevents arbirary rule
Protects citizens’ rights

Ensures acconabiility
Strengthens trust in institutions
Promotes stability

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 5

Caption: Box 5.3 Importance of constitutionalism in democratic governance

Pilot questions 5.3

1.

Which term refers to the principle that government authority is derived from and limited
by a constitution?

Fill in the blank: The principle of ensures that everyone, including leaders, is
subject to the law.

What are the three branches of government under the principle of separation of powers?
Why is constitutionalism important for democracy?
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5. Fill in the blank: Constitutionalism is vital for democracy because it prevents arbitrary
rule and protects

5.4 Comparative Perspectives On Political Culture, Socialisation, And
Constitutionalism

5.4.1 Differences and connections among the three concepts

Although political culture, political socialisation, and constitutionalism are distinct, they are
closely connected. Political culture reflects citizens’ attitudes and values; political socialisation
transmits these values across generations; and constitutionalism provides the legal framework
that sustains them. Together, they shape how societies organise authority and maintain stability.

Fill in the blank: Political socialisation transmits political values across
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Table 5.4 Differences and Connections
among Political Culture,
Socialisatihe, Socialation, and
Constitutionalism

Comparitive Perspectives on Governance and Civic Life

Concept Focus Connection

Attitudes and Provides
values for soalasion for

Political Culture | Transmistion of Sustains
values political culture

Sonsitutionalism | Legal Protects values
framewark and ensures
aucorrabiility

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 5

Caption: Table 5.4 Differences and connections among political culture, socialisation, and
constitutionalism

5.4.2/Case examples from different political systems

Case studies illustrate how these concepts interact in practice:

o United States: Strong participant political culture, reinforced by civic education
(socialisation), and safeguarded by constitutionalism.
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e China: Subject political culture, shaped by state-controlled socialisation, with limited
constitutionalism.

o Nigeria: Diverse political cultures, influenced by multiple agents of socialisation, with
constitutionalism challenged by weak institutions.

Fill in the blank: In the United States, strong participant political culture is safeguarded by

Democracy

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 5

Image showing diverse political systems (democracy, authoritarianism, mixed systems) Caption:
Plate 5.1 Case examples of political culture, socialisation, and constitutionalism
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5.4.3 Contemporary challenges

Contemporary challenges affect the interaction of these concepts:

e Authoritarianism: Limits political culture and weakens constitutionalism.

e Weak institutions: Undermine constitutionalism and reduce trust in governance.

e Globalisation: Transforms political culture and socialisation by exposing societies to
external influences.

Fill in the blank: Globalisation transforms political culture and socialisation by exposing
societies to influences.
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Box 5.4

Contempolary Challenges in Political
Culture, Socialitation, and Constittionalism
Naviating Modern Political Landscapes

* Authorotirionism: Restricts participation and
accontability

* Weak institutions: Reduce trust and stability

* Globaloation: Introduces external influences and new
values

Source: OER Introduction to Political Science, Chapter 5

Caption: Box 5.4 Contemporary challenges in political culture, socialisation, and
constitutionalism

Pilot questions 5.4

1. How are political culture, political socialisation, and constitutionalism connected?
2. Fill in the blank: Political socialisation transmits political values across
3. Give one case example of how these concepts interact in practice.
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4. What are three contemporary challenges affecting political culture, socialisation, and
constitutionalism?

5. Fill in the blank: Globalisation transforms political culture and socialisation by exposing
societies to influences.

Series Summary

This Series has explored political culture, socialisation, and constitutionalism, three
interrelated concepts that explain how citizens relate to politics, how values are transmitted, and
how governance is structured under constitutional principles. Its purpose was to help. you
understand the foundations of political behaviour, the stability of political systems, and the
legitimacy of authority.

We began with political culture, defining it, identifying its types (parochial, subject, participant),
and explaining its importance in governance. We then studied political socialisation, focusing on
its meaning, agents (family, school, media, peers, religion), and impact on political behaviour.
Following that, we analysed constitutionalism, considering its meaning, principles (rule of law,
separation of powers, checks and balances, fundamental rights), and importance in democratic
governance. Finally, we examined comparative perspectives, highlighting differences and
connections among the three concepts, case examples from different political systems, and
contemporary challenges such as authoritarianism, weak institutions, and globalisation. By
completing this Series, you should now be able to define political culture (SLO 5.1), describe
political socialisation (SLO 5.2), explain constitutionalism (SLO 5.3), and assess comparative
perspectives and challenges (SLO 5.4).

Glossary of Terms

o Political culture: Attitudes, beliefs, values, and orientations people hold towards politics
and governance.

e Parochial culture: A type of political culture where citizens have little awareness or
participation in politics.

e Subject culture; A type of political culture where citizens are aware of politics but
remain passive.

o Participant culture: A type of political culture where citizens are actively engaged in
political life.

o Political socialisation: The process by which individuals acquire political values, beliefs,
attitudes, and behaviours.

o Agents of socialisation: Institutions and groups (family, school, media, peers, religion)
that transmit political values.

o Constitutionalism: The principle that government authority is derived from and limited
by a constitution.

e Rule of law: The principle that everyone, including leaders, is subject to the law.

o Separation of powers: Division of authority among legislature, executive, and judiciary.
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e Checks and balances: Mechanisms by which each branch of government restrains the
others.
o Fundamental rights: Guaranteed freedoms protected by the constitution.

Concept Check Questions [Series 5]

Objective questions

1. Define political culture. (SLO 5.1)
Fill in the blank: Citizens in a political culture are actively engaged and influence
decisions. (SLO 5.1)

3. Which term refers to the process by which individuals acquire political values; beliefs,
and behaviours? (SLO 5.2)

4. Fill in the blank: The principle of ensures that everyone, including leaders, is
subject to the law. (SLO 5.3)

5. Which contemporary challenge transforms political ¢ulture and socialisation by exposing
societies to external influences? (SLO 5.4)

Short-answer questions

6. List the three types of political culture identified by Almond and Verba. (SLO 5.1)

7. Name three agents of political socialisation. (SLO 5.2)

8. What are the three branches of government under the principle of separation of powers?
(SLO 5.3)

9. Explain how constitutionalism protects citizens’ rights. (SLO 5.3)

10. Identify two contemporary challenges affecting political culture, socialisation, and
constitutionalism. (SLO 5.4)

Long-answer questions
11. Analyse the importance of political culture in governance. (SLO 5.1)
o Basicresponse: Describe parochial, subject, and participant cultures with examples.
e _Value-added response: Evaluate how political culture strengthens or weakens

democracy.

12. Evaluate the connections among political culture, socialisation, and constitutionalism.
(SLO.5.4)

o  Basic response: Explain how each concept relates to the others.
e Value-added response: Provide case studies showing their interaction in different
political systems.
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Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5]

1. Political culture is the set of attitudes, beliefs, values, and orientations people hold

towards politics.

Participant.

Political socialisation.

Rule of law.

Globalisation.

Parochial, subject, participant.

Family, school, media (also peers, religion).

Legislature, executive, judiciary.

Constitutionalism protects rights by limiting government authority and ensuring laws

guarantee freedoms.

10. Authoritarianism, weak institutions (also globalisation).

11. Basic response: Political culture influences participation-and accountability. Value-
added response: Participant culture strengthens democracy, whileparochial or subject
cultures weaken it.

12. Basic response: Political culture provides values; socialisation transmits them,
constitutionalism protects them. Value-added response: Case studies show strong
participant culture in the US, subject culture in China, and diverse cultures in Nigeria.

A e A Al

References and Attributions [Series 5]

e Course content adapted from POL 101: Introduction to Political Science notes.
o Figures, Plates, Tables, and Boxes:

o Figures 5.1--5.3: Suggested Al prompt “Generate a diagram showing political
culture, socialisation, and constitutionalism” (Al-generated placeholder).

o Plate 5.1: Suggested Al prompt “Generate an image showing democracy,
authoritarianism, and mixed systems as case examples” (Al-generated
placeholder).

o | Tables 5.1-5.4: Suggested Al prompt “Generate a table showing types of political
culture, agents of socialisation, principles of constitutionalism, and comparative
perspectives” (Al-generated placeholder).

o Boxes 5.1-5.4: Suggested Al prompt “Create a text box listing importance,
impacts, and challenges in political culture, socialisation, and constitutionalism”
(Al-generated placeholder).

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5]

Part 5.1

1. Political culture
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Participant

Parochial, subject, participant

By shaping participation and accountability
Governance

Nk

Part 5.2

Political socialisation

Loyalties

Family, school, media

By influencing voting, trust, and civic participation
Civic

Nk W=

Part 5.3

Constitutionalism

Rule of law

Legislature, executive, judiciary

By preventing arbitrary rule and protecting rights
Rights

Nk W=

Part 5.4

1. Political culture provides values, socialisation transmits them, constitutionalism protects

them
2. Generations
3. United States (participant culture safeguarded by constitutionalism)
4. Authoritarianism, weak institutions, globalisation
5. External
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