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Series 1: Role of Language and Linguistic Evidence in Forensic Science

Series 2: Forensic Linguistics in Legal and Criminal Investigation

Series 3: Applications of Forensic Linguistics in Military, Government, Business, and
Cultural Studies

Series 4: Analytical Issues in Forensic Linguistics
Series 5: Computational and Statistical Tools in Forensic Linguistic Analysis
Proposed Outline for Series 1
Part 1.1 Introduction to forensic linguistics and language in forensic science
e 1.1.1 Definition of forensic linguistics
e 1.1.2 Role of language in forensic science
o 1.1.3 Importance of linguistic evidence
Part 1.2 Nature and types of linguistic evidence
e 1.2.1 Spoken evidence (voice, utterances, transcription)
o 1.2.2 Written evidence (texts, documents, authorship disputes)
e 1.2.3 Cultural and contextual evidence
Part 1.3 Expert evidence and its role in court
o 1.3.1 Role of expert witnesses in presenting linguistic evidence
o 1.3.2 Assessing the strength of linguistic evidence
e 1.3.3 Challenges and limitations in court settings
Part 1.4 Applications of linguistic evidence in forensic contexts
o 1.4.1 Legal proceedings and criminal investigations

e  1.4.2 Security and profiling
e 1.4.3 Contribution to literary, historical, and cultural studies
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Introduction

Language plays a central role in forensic science because it is often the medium through which
evidence is presented, interpreted, and contested. From disputed utterances in criminal cases to
written texts in authorship analysis, linguistic evidence can be crucial in determining truth/and
justice. This Series sets the stage for your study of forensic linguistics by showing how language
functions as evidence and why it is indispensable in legal and investigative contexts.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the role of language and linguistic evidence in forensic
science, and to equip you with the ability to explain, analyse, and evaluate how such evidence is
used in courts and investigations.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the definition of forensic linguistics and the role of
language in forensic science, highlighting its importance as a source of evidence. Next, we will
examine the nature and types of linguistic evidence, including spoken, written, and cultural forms.
Following that, we will focus on the role of expert witnesses in presenting linguistic evidence in
court and the challenges of assessing its strength. Finally, we will conclude by considering the
applications of linguistic evidence in legal proceedings, security profiling, and contributions to
literary, historical, and cultural studies.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 1.1 define forensic linguistics and explain the role of language in forensic science,

e SLO 1.2 describe the importance of linguistic evidence in legal and investigative contexts,

o SLO 1.3 distinguish between spoken, written, and cultural forms of linguistic evidence,

e SLO 1.4 explain the role of expert witnesses in presenting linguistic evidence in court,

e SLO 1.5 evaluate the strength and limitations of linguistic evidence in judicial processes,
and

e SLO 1.6 analyse the applications of linguistic evidence in legal proceedings, security
profiling; and cultural or historical studies.

1.4 Introduction to Forensic Linguistics and Language in Forensic Science

1.1.1 Definition of forensic linguistics

Forensic linguistics is the application of linguistic knowledge, methods, and insights to legal and
investigative contexts. It involves analysing spoken and written language to provide evidence in
courts, criminal investigations, and other forensic settings. This field bridges linguistics and law,
showing how language can serve as a powerful tool in uncovering truth and supporting justice.

-
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Fill in the blank: Forensic linguistics is the application of linguistic knowledge to
contexts.

ChecKklist Item Evaluation Comments / Justification

The methodology must use "ground-truth!" data
Needs (verified samples). If the document lacks a
Improvement control sample (non-disputed text), the findings
are scientifically limited.

1. Authorship
Attribution
Methodology

The report maintains a neutral tone, avoiding

2. Impartiality & Okay biased language that favors the prosecution or

Objectivity defense, consistent with IAFL ethical standards.
Forensic linguistic conclusions should be
3. Level of o "
. Needs expressed as a degree of probability (e.g., "very
Certainty : "o . )
. Improvement likely," "consistent with") rather than absolute
Disclosure -
certainty.
4. Technical Proper use of linguistic descriptors
Terminology Okay (morphological patterns, idiolectal features, and
(Syntax/Lexis) lexical density) is present and correctly applied.
The document fails to explicitly cite the origin
5. Chain of Custody | Needs of'the digital or physical "Series" samples
& Data Source Improvement analyzed, which is critical for legal

admissibility.

The analysis correctly identifies cross-register
Okay variations (e.g., comparing a formal letter to an
informal text message).

6. Comparative
Analysis Standards

Figure 1.1: Forensic linguistics as a bridge between linguistics and law
1.1.2/Role of language in forensic science

Language is central to forensic science because it is often the medium through which evidence is
presented, interpreted, and contested. Spoken utterances, written documents, and even cultural
expressions can all serve as evidence. Forensic linguists examine these forms to determine
authorship, meaning, or credibility. The role of language extends beyond communication, as it
becomes a measurable and analysable form of evidence.

Fill in the blank: In forensic science, language is not only a medium of communication but also a
form of

-
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OER lIllustration: Forensic Linglistics in Legal Proceedings

Plate 1.1: Language as evidence in forensic science

1.1.3 Importance of linguistic evidence

Linguistic evidence refers to any spoken, written, or symbolic language material that can be
analysed for forensic purposes. Its importance lies in its ability to clarify disputed utterances,
identify authorship, or reveal deception. Courts often rely on expert witnesses to interpret linguistic
evidence, making it a crucial component of justice delivery.

Fill in the blank: Linguistic evidence can clarify disputed or identify authorship in
legal cases.

Method Application
Comparative Measuring sentence length, vocabulary richness, and syntax to
Stylometry compare two documents.

Analyzing the acoustic properties of a voice recording to identify a

Forensic Phonetics
speaker.

Examining the structure of a conversation to determine who was

Discourse Analysis . . . . .
y leading the interaction or if "coercion" occurred.

Box 1.1: Examples of linguistic evidence
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Pilot questions 1.1

1. What is forensic linguistics?

2. Fill in the blank: Forensic linguistics is the application of linguistic knowledge to
contexts.

3. Why is language considered central to forensic science?

4. Fill in the blank: In forensic science, language is a form of

5. Give two examples of linguistic evidence.

1.2 Nature and Types of Linguistic Evidence

1.2.1 Spoken evidence

Spoken evidence refers to utterances, conversations, or voice recordings that can be analysed in
forensic contexts. This may include disputed statements; emergency calls, or interrogation
transcripts. Forensic linguists examine features such as accent, pronunciation, and word choice to
determine credibility or identity. Spoken evidence is often crucial in cases where the meaning or
authenticity of speech is contested.

Fill in the blank: Spoken evidence may include disputed , emergency calls, or
interrogation transcripts.

OER lllustration: Spoken Evidence Analysis in Forensic Science

Plate 1.2: Spoken evidence in forensic linguistics

1.2.2 Written evidence

Dea)
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Written evidence includes texts, documents, and other written materials that may be disputed in
legal cases. Examples include letters, contracts, emails, or anonymous notes. Forensic linguists
analyse writing style, vocabulary, and syntax to determine authorship or detect plagiarism. Written
evidence is particularly important in cases of fraud, threats, or disputes over authorship.

Fill in the blank: Forensic linguists analyse writing style, vocabulary, and to
determine authorship.

FORENSIC LINGISTICS:
ANALYYING WRITTEN EVIDENCE

1. COLLECTING 2. EXAMINING 3. IDENTIFING
TEXT CORPUS LINGUSTIC STYLE AUTHORSHIP

B @ ki @ 2 ra

« Gathering disputed documents Comparative Stylomery + Matching unique
(word freq, sentence length) linguistic fingerints
+ Collecting known writings (emails,  » Grammar & Syntax Patterns « Statistical probability analysis
letters, letters snocial) « Vocabulury & Idiolectal Traits + Expert testnony & reporting
+ Creating a digital database + Spelling & Puncutation Habits

CORE GOAL: ATTRIBUTION
& LEGAL INSIGHT

OER Diagram: Forensic Linglistics & Authorsthip Attribution

Figure 1.2: Analysing written-evidence in forensic linguistics
1.2.3 Cultural and contextual evidence

Cultural and contextual evidence refers to language features that reflect group identity, social
background, or cultural norms. This may include slang, dialect, or code words used within specific
communities. Such evidence helps forensic linguists identify group dynamics and interpret
meaning in context. It is especially relevant in cases involving gangs, online communities, or cross-
cultural disputes.

Fill in the blank: Cultural and contextual evidence may include slang, dialect, or used
within specific communities.

Type of . -
Evidence Forensic Utility Example
Sociolect Identifies spc1a1 class Professional jargon used in a fraudulent email.
or occupation.

-
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Type of . -
Evidence Forensic Utility Example
. . Specific syntax patterns unique to African
Ethnolect Ici(e)ntlt;lg:ri‘tilsnlc American Vernacular English (AAVE) or
group Y Chicano English.
. Identifies the specific | A person’s unique habit of using double spaces
Idiolect T . ) ) i
individual. after a period or a specific misspelling.

Box 1.2: Examples of cultural and contextual evidence
Pilot questions 1.2

What is spoken evidence in forensic linguistics?

Fill in the blank: Spoken evidence may include disputed

What is written evidence, and why is it important?

Fill in the blank: Forensic linguists analyse writing style, vocabulary, and
Give one example of cultural or contextual.evidence.

A

1.3 Expert Evidence and Its Role in Court

1.3.1 Role of expert witnesses in presenting linguistic evidence

Expert witnesses are specialists called upon in court to provide professional opinions based on
their expertise. In forensic linguistics, expert witnesses analyse language evidence such as disputed
utterances, writtentexts, or voice recordings, and present their findings to judges and juries. Their
role is not to decide the case but to clarify complex linguistic issues so that the court can make
informed decisions.

Fill in the blank: Expert witnesses provide professional opinions in court based on their

-
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Foreenic Ling
=Case: "State v.

iustics: ip Atributi
%“ SHiCs: Authorship Attribution & Textual Analysis -

‘OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOTRCES

Plate 1.3: A forensic linguist presenting evidence in court
1.3.2 Assessing the strength of linguistic evidence
The strength of linguistic evidence refers to how convincing and reliable it is when presented in
court. Judges and juries must consider whether the evidence is clear, consistent, and supported by
recognised methods of linguistic analysis. Forensic linguists must explain their findings in a way

that is accessible to non-specialists, ensuring that the evidence can withstand cross-examination.

Fill in the blank: The strength of linguistic evidence depends on whether it is clear, consistent, and
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Foreenic Lingiusti

iustics: ip Attributi
ek v,gl)oe S HCS: Authorship Attribution & Textual Analysis -

)

CRITERIA FOR STRONG LINGIUSTIC
EVIDENCE IN COURT

« Clarity: Evidence must easy to understand.
« Consistence: Findings be stable across.

. * Reliabiity Sthoulds across analysis.
Methods must to recognised and valid.

‘OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOTRCES

Box 1.3: Criteria for strong linguistic evidence
1.3.3 Challenges and limitations in court settings

Despite its importance, linguistic evidence faces challenges in court. These include scepticism
from legal professionals, difficulties in explaining technical concepts, and the possibility of
misinterpretation. Additionally, linguistic evidence may be limited if recordings are unclear, texts
are incomplete, or cultural context is misunderstood. Forensic linguists must be prepared to defend
their methods and acknowledge the limitations of their analysis.

Fill in the blank: One challenge of linguistic evidence in court is the difficulty of explaining
concepts to non-specialists.
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\SCEPTICIM /

CHALLENGES OF
LINGIUSTIC EVIDENCE
IN COURT

\. TECHNICAL , \ /
COMPLEXITY MISINTERPETATION

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Figure 1.3: Challenges of linguistic evidence in court
Pilot questions 1.3

1. What is the role of expert witnesses in forensic linguistics?
2. Fill in the blank: Expert witnesses provide professional opinions in court based on their

3. What does the strength of linguistic evidence depend on?

4. Fill in the blank: The strength of linguistic evidence depends on whether it is clear,
consistent, and .

5. Mention one challenge of presenting linguistic evidence in court.

1.4 Applications of Linguistic Evidence in Forensic Contexts

1.4.1 Legal proceedings and criminal investigations

Legal proceedings often rely on linguistic evidence to clarify disputed utterances, interpret
ambiguous texts, or establish authorship. In criminal investigations, forensic linguists may analyse
threatening letters, fraudulent contracts, or recorded conversations to provide insights that support
justice. Their work helps courts and investigators understand the meaning and credibility of

language-based evidence.

Fill in the blank: In criminal investigations, forensic linguists may analyse threatening
or fraudulent contracts.

-
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R

Criminal Case: Operation Falcon

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOIRCES

Plate 1.4: Linguistic evidence in criminal investigations

1.4.2 Security and profiling

Security profiling involves using linguistic evidence to identify individuals or groups based on
language patterns. Forensic linguists may develop profiling templates that highlight features such
as dialect, vocabulary, or communication style. These templates can assist security forces in
identifying suspects or monitoring potential threats. Profiling is particularly useful in counter-
terrorism, cybercrime, and organised crime investigations.

Fill in the blank: Security profiling uses linguistic evidence to identify individuals or groups based
on patterns.

-
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LINGIUSTIC PROFILING PROCESS

1. COLLECTING 2. ANALYSING 3. CREATING
SAMPLES FEATURES TEMPLATE

SUSPECT |
CHARACTERISTICS |
&PATTERN |
IDENTIFICATION

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Figure 1.4: Process of linguistic profiling for security purposes

1.4.3 Contribution to literary, historical, and cultural studies

Beyond law and security, forensic linguistics contributes to literary, historical, and cultural
studies. Scholars use linguistic analysis to verify authorship of historical texts, detect plagiarism
in literature, or explore cultural group dynamics. This broadens the scope of forensic linguistics,

showing that its applications.extend beyond the courtroom into academic and cultural domains.

Fill in the blank: Forensic linguistics can be used to verify of historical texts or detect
plagiarism in literature.

-
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APPLICATIONS OF LINGISTIC EVIDENCE

. g\ Clarriving disputed utterances in court

. Q Supporting criminal investigations

. @ Assisting security forces through profiling

. Verifting authorship in historical texts

* [E) Detecting plagrasism in literature

Box 1.4: Applications of linguistic evidence
Pilot questions 1.4

1. How is linguistic evidence used in legal proceedings?
2. Fill in the blank: In criminal investigations, forensic linguists may analyse threatening

3. What is security profiling, and why is it important?

4. Fill in the blank: Security profiling uses linguistic evidence to identify individuals based
on patterns.

5. Mention one way forensic linguistics contributes to cultural or historical studies.

Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to the role of language and linguistic evidence in forensic science,
highlighting its importance in legal and investigative contexts. We began by defining forensic
linguistics and explaining how language functions as evidence. We then examined the different
types of linguistic evidence, including spoken, written, and cultural forms. Following that, we
explored the role of expert witnesses in presenting linguistic evidence in court, considering how
its strength is assessed and the challenges it faces. Finally, we looked at the applications of
linguistic evidence in criminal investigations, security profiling, and contributions to literary,
historical, and cultural studies.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define forensic linguistics and explain its
role in forensic science (SLO 1.1), describe the importance of linguistic evidence (SLO 1.2),
distinguish between spoken, written, and cultural forms of evidence (SLO 1.3), explain the role of

-
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expert witnesses in court (SLO 1.4), evaluate the strength and limitations of linguistic evidence
(SLO 1.5), and analyse its applications across law, security, and cultural studies (SLO 1.6). These
outcomes provide you with a strong foundation for understanding how language serves as a critical
tool in forensic contexts.

Glossary of Terms

e cultural and contextual evidence: Language features that reflect group identity, social
background, or cultural norms, such as slang, dialect, or code words used within specific
communities.

o expert witnesses: Specialists called to court to provide professional opinions based on their
expertise, such as forensic linguists presenting language-based evidence.

o forensic linguistics: The application of linguistic knowledge, methods, and insights to
legal and investigative contexts, including the analysis of spoken and written language as
evidence.

o language: The medium of communication that, in forensic /science, also serves as a
measurable and analysable form of evidence.

o linguistic evidence: Any spoken, written, or symbolic language material that can be
analysed for forensic purposes, sucheas disputed utterances, documents, or cultural
expressions.

o security profiling: The process of using linguistic evidence to identify individuals or
groups based on language patterns, often applied in counter-terrorism, cybercrime, or
organised crime investigations.

« spoken evidence: Utterances, conversations, or voice recordings that can be analysed in
forensic contexts to determine credibility or identity.

o written evidence: Texts, documents, or other written materials that may be disputed in
legal cases, analysed to establish authorship or detect plagiarism.

Concept Check Questions [Series 1]

Objective Questions

1. Forensic linguistics is the application of linguistic knowledge to contexts.
(Linked to SLO 1.1)

2. . Spoken evidence may include disputed , emergency calls, or interrogation
transcripts. (Linked to SLO 1.3)

3. Forensic linguists analyse writing style, vocabulary, and to determine

authorship. (Linked to SLO 1.3)
4. Expert witnesses provide professional opinions in court based on their
(Linked to SLO 1.4)
5. Security profiling uses linguistic evidence to identify individuals or groups based on
patterns. (Linked to SLO 1.6)
P
D
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Short-Answer Questions

1. Define forensic linguistics and explain its role in forensic science. (Linked to SLO 1.1)

2. Describe the importance of linguistic evidence in legal and investigative contexts. (Linked
to SLO 1.2)

3. Distinguish between spoken, written, and cultural forms of linguistic evidence. (Linked to
SLO 1.3)

4. Explain one challenge of presenting linguistic evidence in court. (Linked to SLO 1.5)

5. Give one example of how forensic linguistics contributes to cultural or historical studies.
(Linked to SLO 1.6)

Long-Answer Questions

1. Analyse the role of expert witnesses in presenting linguistic evidence in court, and evaluate
how the strength of such evidence is assessed. (Linked to SLOs 1.4,1.5)

2. Evaluate the applications of linguistic evidence im ¢criminal investigations, security
profiling, and cultural studies, highlighting both strengths and limitations. (Linked to SLO
1.6)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1]
Objective Questions

Legal and investigative
Utterances

Syntax

Expertise

Language

uhwWwnNeE

Short-Answer Questions

1. Forensie linguistics.is the application of linguistic knowledge to legal and investigative
contexts. Its role is to analyse language evidence such as spoken utterances or written texts
to support justice:

2. <Linguistic . evidence is important because it clarifies disputed utterances, identifies
authorship, and reveals deception, making it crucial in legal and investigative processes.

3." Spoken evidence involves utterances or recordings, written evidence includes texts and
documents, and cultural evidence reflects group identity through slang, dialect, or code
words.

4. One challenge is explaining technical linguistic concepts to non-specialists in court.

5. Forensic linguistics can verify authorship of historical texts or detect plagiarism in
literature.

Long-Answer Questions

-
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1. Basic response: Expert witnesses present linguistic evidence in court by analysing
language and explaining their findings to judges and juries. The strength of evidence is
assessed based on clarity, consistency, and reliability. Value-added response: Beyond
this, expert witnesses must defend their methods under cross-examination and ensure their
explanations are accessible to non-specialists. The strength of evidence also depends on
the quality of recordings or texts and whether cultural context is properly understood.

2. Basic response: Linguistic evidence is applied in criminal investigations to analyse threats
or fraud, in security profiling to identify suspects, and in cultural studies to verify
authorship or detect plagiarism. Value-added response: These applications show the
versatility of forensic linguistics, but limitations include incomplete data, scepticism in
courts, and risks of misinterpretation. Future developments may involve integrating
computational tools to strengthen reliability and broaden applications.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1]
Part 1.1 Introduction to forensic linguistics and language in forensi€ science

1. Forensic linguistics is the application of linguistic knowledge, methods, and insights to
legal and investigative contexts.

2. Legal and investigative.

3. Language is central because it is the.medium through which evidence is presented,
interpreted, and contested.

4. Evidence.

5. Spoken utterances, written texts; cultural expressions.

Part 1.2 Nature and types of linguisticevidence

1. Spoken evidence refers to utterances, conversations, or voice recordings analysed in
forensic contexts.

2. Utterances.

3. Written evidence includes texts and documents that may be disputed in legal cases,
important for authorship or plagiarism analysis.

4. Syntax.

5. Slang, dialect, or,code words.

Partgl.3 Expertevidence and its role in court

1. Expert witnesses present linguistic evidence in court by analysing language and explaining
findings to judges and juries.

Expertise.

The strength of linguistic evidence depends on clarity, consistency, and reliability.
Reliability.

Explaining technical concepts to non-specialists.

R WN

Part 1.4 Applications of linguistic evidence in forensic contexts

-
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Linguistic evidence is used to clarify disputed utterances, interpret texts, and establish
authorship in legal proceedings.

Letters.

Security profiling uses linguistic evidence to identify individuals or groups based on
language patterns.

Language.

Verifying authorship of historical texts or detecting plagiarism in literature.

References and Attributions [Series 1]

This section compiles references, suggested sources, and attributions for the instructional
content, illustrations, and examples used in Series 1: Role of Language and Linguistic
Evidence in Forensic Science. All entries are presented in APA style for clarity and
consistency.

General References

Figures

Plates

-

Coulthard, M., & Johnson, A. (2010). An introduction to forensic linguistics: Language
in evidence. Routledge.

Gibbons, J. (2003). Forensic linguistics: An introduction to language in the justice
system. Blackwell.

Olsson, J. (2008). Forensic linguistics. Continuum.

Solan, L. M., & Tiersma, P. M..(2005). Speaking of crime: The language of criminal

justice. University of Chicago Press.

Figure 1.1: Forensiclinguistics as a bridge between linguistics and law Al-generated
placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing linguistics and law connected by
forensic linguistics as a bridge.” Search string: “forensic linguistics diagram OER”

Figure 1.2: Analysing written evidence in forensic linguistics Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing steps in analysing written evidence: collecting
text, examining style, identifying authorship.” Search string: “written evidence forensic
linguistics diagram OER”

Figure 1.3: Challenges of linguistic evidence in court Al-generated placeholder. Prompt:
“Generate a diagram showing scepticism, technical complexity, and misinterpretation as
challenges of linguistic evidence in court.” Search string: “challenges of linguistic
evidence forensic linguistics OER”

Figure 1.4: Process of linguistic profiling for security purposes Al-generated
placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing steps in linguistic profiling:
collecting samples, analysing features, creating templates.” Search string: “linguistic
profiling forensic linguistics OER”
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e Plate 1.1: Language as evidence in forensic science Al-generated placeholder. Prompt:
“Create an illustration of a courtroom scene where linguistic evidence is presented by an
expert witness.” Search string: “courtroom linguistic evidence OER”

e Plate 1.2: Spoken evidence in forensic linguistics Al-generated placeholder. Prompt:
“Create an illustration of a forensic linguist analysing a voice recording in a legal
context.” Search string: “spoken evidence forensic linguistics OER”

e Plate 1.3: A forensic linguist presenting evidence in court Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Create an illustration of a forensic linguist presenting linguistic evidence in a
courtroom.” Search string: “expert witness forensic linguistics courtroom OER™

e Plate 1.4: Linguistic evidence in criminal investigations Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Create an illustration of investigators working with a forensic linguist to
analyse documents in a criminal case.” Search string: “forensic linguistics eriminal
investigation OER”

Boxes
e Box 1.1: Examples of linguistic evidence Al-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a
text box listing examples of linguistic evidence used in forensic science.” Search string:
“examples of linguistic evidence OER”

e Box 1.2: Examples of cultural and contextual evidence Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a text box listing examples of cultural and contextual evidence in
forensic linguistics.” Search string: “cultural contextual evidence forensic linguistics
OER”

e Box 1.3: Criteria for strong linguistic evidence in court Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a text box listing criteria for strong linguistic evidence in court.”
Search string: “criteria for strong linguistic evidence OER”

e Box 1.4: Applications of linguistic evidence in law, security, and cultural studies Al-
generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a text box listing applications of linguistic
evidence in law, security, and cultural studies.” Search string: “applications of forensic
linguistics OER™

Suggested OER Search Strings
o “forensic linguistics diagram OER”

¢ “written evidence forensic linguistics diagram OER”

o “challenges of linguistic evidence forensic linguistics OER”
o “linguistic profiling forensic linguistics OER”

e _ “courtroom linguistic evidence OER”

e “spoken evidence forensic linguistics OER”

o “expert witness forensic linguistics courtroom OER”

o “forensic linguistics criminal investigation OER”
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o “examples of linguistic evidence OER”
e “cultural contextual evidence forensic linguistics OER”
e “criteria for strong linguistic evidence OER”

e ‘“applications of forensic linguistics OER”

Course code: LIN 409

Course title: Forensic Linguistics

Course credit load: 3 Units

Series 1: Role of Language and Linguistic Evidence in Forensic Science

Series 2: Forensic Linguistics in Legal and Criminal Investigation

Series 3: Applications of Forensic Linguistics in Military,” Government, Business, and
Cultural Studies

Series 4: Analytical Issues in Forensic Linguistics
Series 5: Computational and Statistical Tools in Forensic Linguistic Analysis
Proposed Outline for Series 2
Part 2.1 Linguistic evidence in legal proceedings
e 2.1.1 Disputed utterances and transcription issues
o 2.1.2 Authership disputes in written texts
e 2.1.3 Translation and interpreting challenges
Part 2.2 Linguistic evidence in criminal investigations
o 2.2.1 Voice comparison and forensic voice identification
e [ 2.2.2 Speaker profiling and suspect identification
o 2.2.3 Plagiarism and document analysis in investigations
Part 2.3 Methods of interrogation and verballing
e 2.3.1 Linguistic features of interrogation practices
¢ 2.3.2 Risks of misrepresentation and coercion
e 2.3.3 Safeguards for accurate linguistic reporting
Part 2.4 Evaluating linguistic evidence in legal and criminal contexts
e 2.4.1 Strengths of linguistic evidence in investigations
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e 2.4.2 Limitations and challenges in courtrooms
e 2.4.3 Case studies of successful and disputed applications

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored the role of language and linguistic evidence in forensic science,
focusing on how spoken, written, and cultural forms of language can serve as evideénce. Building
on that foundation, this Series turns to the practical applications of forensic linguistics in legal and
criminal investigations. These contexts are where linguistic evidence is most frequently tested,
contested, and applied, making them central to the discipline and highly relevant to your study.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the knowledge and skills to explain, analyse, and
evaluate how linguistic evidence is used in legal proceedings and criminal investigations, including
its strengths, limitations, and challenges.

We shall commence this Series by examining how linguistic evidence is applied in legal
proceedings, including disputed utterances, authorship disputes, and translation challenges. Next,
we will explore its role in criminal investigations, focusing on voice comparison, speaker profiling,
and document analysis. Following that; we will consider methods of interrogation and the risks of
verballing, highlighting safeguards for accurate reporting. Finally, we will conclude by evaluating
the strengths and limitations of linguistic evidence in both legal and criminal contexts, drawing on
case studies to illustrate successful and disputed applications.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 2.1 explain how linguistic evidence is applied in legal proceedings, including
disputed utterances, authorship disputes, and translation challenges,

e SLO 2.2 analyse the role of linguistic evidence in criminal investigations, focusing on
voice comparison, speaker profiling, and document analysis,

e SLO 2.3 describe the linguistic features of interrogation practices and explain the risks of
misrepresentation or coercion,

e SLO 24 ecvaluate safeguards that promote accurate linguistic reporting during
interrogation and investigation, and

e SLO 2.5 assess the strengths and limitations of linguistic evidence in legal and criminal
contexts, drawing on case studies of successful and disputed applications.

2.1 Linguistic Evidence in Legal Proceedings

-
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2.1.1 Disputed utterances and transcription issues

Disputed utterances are spoken statements whose meaning, accuracy, or authenticity is
questioned in court. These may arise from police interviews, emergency calls, or overheard
conversations. Forensic linguists analyse such utterances to clarify what was said, how it was said,
and whether the transcription accurately reflects the original speech. Transcription issues occur
when recordings are unclear, contain overlapping speech, or are influenced by background noise.

Fill in the blank: Disputed utterances often arise from police interviews, calls, or
overheard conversations.

Disputed Utuerance Analysis - Case: State v, Doe

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Plate 2.1: Analysing disputed utterances in legal proceedings
2.1.2 Authorship disputes in written texts

Authorship disputes occur when the origin of a written text is contested. This may involve
anonymous letters, threatening notes, or disputed contracts. Forensic linguists examine writing
style, vocabulary, and syntax to determine likely authorship. They may also compare disputed
texts with known samples to identify similarities or differences. Authorship analysis is particularly
important in fraud cases, defamation suits, and criminal investigations involving written threats.

Fill in the blank: Authorship disputes may involve anonymous letters, threatening notes, or
disputed

\" lJ
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AUTHORSHIP ANALYSIS PROCESS

@@®

1. COLLECTING 2. COMPARING 3. IDENTIFING
SAMPLES STYLE AUTHORSHIP

ATTRIBUTING TEXT
TO AWRITER

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Figure 2.1: Steps in authorship analysis
2.1.3 Translation and interpreting challenges

Translation and interpreting challenges arise when language barriers affect legal proceedings.
Misinterpretation of words, cultural nuances, or idiomatic expressions can alter the meaning of
evidence. Forensic linguists and interpreters must ensure that translations are accurate, culturally
sensitive, and legally valid. Errors in_ translation can lead to misunderstandings, wrongful
convictions, or disputes over testimony.

Fill in the blank: Translation challenges may arise when idiomatic expressions or
nuances are misinterpreted,

COMMON TRANSLATION
CHALLENGES IN LEGAL
PROCEEDINGS

. 9 Mismerpertation of idioms
. @ Loss of cultural meaning
. (Q Ambaguity in technical terms

. ae Incosiistency across intepreters

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Box 2.1: Common translation challenges in legal proceedings

Pilot questions 2.1

-
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1. What are disputed utterances, and why are they important in legal proceedings?

2. Fill in the blank: Disputed utterances often arise from police interviews, calls,
or overheard conversations.

3. What is an authorship dispute, and how do forensic linguists resolve it?

4. Fill in the blank: Authorship disputes may involve anonymous letters, threatening notes,
or disputed .

5. What challenges can arise in translation and interpreting during legal proceedings?

6. Fill in the blank: Translation challenges may arise when idiomatic expressions or

nuances are misinterpreted.

2.2 Linguistic Evidence in Criminal Investigations

2.2.1 Voice comparison and forensic voice identification

Voice comparison is the process of analysing speech samples to determine whether they belong
to the same speaker. In forensic contexts, this is often used to verify suspects’ voices in recorded
calls or surveillance tapes. Forensic voice identification involves examining features such as
pitch, accent, intonation, and speech rhythm. While technology assists in this process, human
expertise remains essential for interpreting subtle variations.

Fill in the blank: Forensic voice identification examines features such as pitch, accent, intonation,
and speech

FIGURE 2.2: PROCESS OF FORENSIC VOICE IDENTIFICATION

3. COMPARING
RESULTS

IDENTIFYING SPEAKER

«&
@) tiS, -

1. COLLECTING 2. ANALYSING
SAMPLES FEATURES

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Figure 2.2: Process of forensic voice identification

2.2.2 Speaker profiling and suspect identification
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Speaker profiling refers to the analysis of linguistic features to infer information about a speaker’s
background, such as age, gender, regional origin, or social group. This helps investigators narrow
down suspects or understand the context of communication. Profiling is not about identifying a
specific individual but about providing clues that guide investigations.

Fill in the blank: Speaker profiling provides clues about a speaker’s background, such. as age,
gender, or origin.

Speaker Profiling - Suspect Matrix

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Plate 2.2: Speaker profilingin criminal investigations
.2.3 Plagiarism and document analysis in investigations

Plagiarism detection and document analysis are important in criminal investigations involving
fraud, forgery, or intellectual property theft. Forensic linguists examine writing style, vocabulary,
and structure' to identify copied or falsified documents. Document analysis may also involve
detecting alterations, inconsistencies, or hidden meanings in texts. These methods strengthen
investigations by exposing deception and verifying authenticity.

Fill in the blank: Document analysis may involve detecting alterations, inconsistencies, or hidden
in texts.

-
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APPLICATIONS OF DOCUMENT ANALYSIS

Detecting plagrrism in academic or
;_ professional texts

Identifing falsficied contracts or
) fraudeent documents

I

Revealing hidden meanings or coded
language

©

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Box 2.2: Applications of document analysis in investigations
Pilot questions 2.2

1. What is voice comparison, and how is it used in forensic investigations?

2. Fill in the blank: Forensic voice identification examines features such as pitch, accent,
intonation, and speech .

3. What is speaker profiling, and what kind of information can it provide?

4. Fill in the blank: Speaker profiling provides clues about a speaker’s background, such as
age, gender, or origin.

5. How is document analysis applied in criminal investigations?

6. Fill in the blank: Document analysis may involve detecting alterations, inconsistencies, or
hidden in texts.

2.3 Methodsfef Intérrogation and Verballing

2.3.1 Linguistic features of interrogation practices

Interrogation practices involve structured questioning of suspects or witnesses in criminal
investigations. From a linguistic perspective, the way questions are framed, the choice of words,
and the sequence of dialogue can influence responses. Forensic linguists study these features to
identify bias, coercion, or leading questions that may affect the reliability of testimony.

Fill in the blank: Interrogation practices can influence responses through the framing of questions,
choice of words, and of dialogue.

-
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s can lead to false confessions or distorted
evidence. Coercion occurs when su essured into making statements they would not
otherwise give. Forensic li amine transcripts and recordings to detect signs of verballing
or coercion, ensuring that ev: flects the suspect’s actual words.

Fill in the blank: lling

enforcement. :

0 the misrepresentation of a suspect’s by law
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RISKS IN INTEROGIATION

£UH UL
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Figure 2.3: Risks of misrepresentation in interrogation
2.3.3 Safeguards for accurate linguistic reporting

Safeguards are measures put in place to ensure that interrogation records are accurate and reliable.
These include audio or video recording of interviews, independent transcription, and the presence
of legal representatives. Forensic linguists may recommend best practices such as avoiding leading
questions and ensuring clarity in translations.. These safeguards protect suspects’ rights and
strengthen the credibility of €évidence in court.

Fill in the blank: Safeguards such as audio or video recording of interviews help ensure
reporting of interrogations.

-
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SAFEUGARDS FOR ACCURATE
INTEROGATION RECORDS

@O ., - - :
N Audio and video recording of

interviews

* Independent transcription by trained
—%, professionals

rg? * Presence of legal representatves

@ * Avodance of leading or coerisive questions
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Box 2.3: Safeguards for accurate interrogation records
Pilot questions 2.3

1. What linguistic features of interrogation practices can influence responses?
2. Fill in the blank: Interrogation practices can influence responses through the framing of

questions, choice of words, and of dialogue.
3. What is verballing, and why is it problematic in legal contexts?
4. Fill in the blank: Verballing refers to the misrepresentation of a suspect’s by

law enforcement.
5. What safeguards can ensure accurate reporting of interrogations?
6. Fill in the blank: Safeguards such as audio or video recording of interviews help ensure
reporting of interrogations.

2.4 Evaluating Linguistic Evidence in Legal and Criminal Contexts

2.4.1 Strengths of linguistic evidence in investigations

Linguistic evidence provides unique insights that other forms of evidence may not capture. Its
strengths include the ability to clarify disputed utterances, establish authorship, and reveal
deception through language use. In investigations, linguistic evidence can support other forms of
evidence, making cases stronger and more credible.

Fill in the blank: One strength of linguistic evidence is its ability to clarify disputed
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STRENGTHS OF
LINGIESTIC EVIDENCE

% Clarliries disputed utterances
AR

Establishes authorship of texts

@ Reveals deception through language use
&
ot

use

Supports other forms of evidence

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Box 2.4: Strengths of linguistic evidence

2.4.2 Limitations and challenges.in courtrooms

Despite its strengths, linguistic evidence faces limitations. Courts may question its reliability,
especially when recordings are unclear or texts incomplete. Misinterpretation of cultural or
contextual features can also weaken its impact. Furthermore, scepticism from legal professionals
and difficulties in explaining technical concepts to non-specialists remain significant challenges.

Fill in the blank: One limitation of linguistic evidence is the risk of misinterpreting
or contextual features.

LIMITATIONS
OF LINGUSTIC EVIDENCE

‘)H H

UNCLEAR INCMPLETE CULTURAL SCEPTICISM
RECORDINGS TEXTS MISINTERETTATION

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
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Figure 2.4: Limitations of linguistic evidence in courtrooms

2.4.3 Case studies of successful and disputed applications

Case studies illustrate how linguistic evidence has been applied successfully and where it has been
disputed. Successful cases include authorship verification in fraud investigations and clarification
of disputed utterances in criminal trials. Disputed cases often involve challenges to the reliability
of transcription or interpretation. Studying these examples helps learners appreciate both the
potential and the limitations of forensic linguistics in practice.

Fill in the blank: Successful applications of linguistic evidence include authorship verification in
investigations.

‘OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOTRCES

Plate 2.4: Case study of linguistic evidence in practice

Pilot questions'2.4

1. What are the strengths of linguistic evidence in investigations?
2. Fill in the blank: One strength of linguistic evidence is its ability to clarify disputed

3. What are some limitations of linguistic evidence in courtrooms?
4. Fill in the blank: One limitation of linguistic evidence is the risk of misinterpreting
or contextual features.
5. Give one example of a successful application of linguistic evidence.
6. Fill in the blank: Successful applications of linguistic evidence include authorship
verification in investigations.

SN
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Series Summary

This Series has examined the role of forensic linguistics in legal and criminal investigation,
emphasising its relevance to the justice system and the importance of language as evidence. We
began by exploring how linguistic analysis supports investigative processes, including the
examination of written and spoken texts. Then we considered the application of forensic
linguistics in courtroom contexts, focusing on expert testimony and the admissibility of linguistic
evidence. Following that, we looked at the contribution of forensic linguistics to criminal
profiling and investigative interviewing. Finally, we concluded with ethical considerations and
professional responsibilities in applying linguistic expertise to legal cases.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to describe how forensic linguistics is applied
in investigations (SLO 2.1), explain its role in courtroom proceedings (SLO 2.2), analyse its
contribution to profiling and interviewing (SLO 2.3), and evaluate the ethical responsibilities of
forensic linguists (SLO 2.4). These outcomes provide you with a practical understanding of how
linguistic expertise supports legal and criminal processes, preparing you to apply these skills in
professional and academic contexts.

Glossary of Terms

o authorship disputes: Situations where the origin of a written text is contested, often
involving anonymous letters, threatening notes, or disputed contracts.

e cultural and contextual evidence: Language features that reflect social identity,
background, or cultural norms, such as slang, dialect, or code words.

o disputed utterances: Spoken statements whose meaning, accuracy, or authenticity is
questioned in court, often arising from police interviews, emergency calls, or overheard
conversations.

o expert witnesses: Specialists called to court to provide professional opinions based on their
expertise, such as forensic linguists presenting language-based evidence.

o forensic linguistics: The application of linguistic knowledge, methods, and insights to
legal and investigative contexts, including the analysis of spoken and written language as
evidence.

o interrogation practices: Structured questioning of suspects or witnesses in criminal
investigations, where the framing of questions and choice of words can influence
responses.

o [ linguistic evidence: Any spoken, written, or symbolic language material that can be
analysed for forensic purposes, such as disputed utterances, documents, or cultural
expressions.

o security profiling: The process of using linguistic evidence to identify individuals or
groups based on language patterns, often applied in counter-terrorism, cybercrime, or
organised crime investigations.

o spoken evidence: Utterances, conversations, or voice recordings that can be analysed in
forensic contexts to determine credibility or identity.

o translation and interpreting challenges: Difficulties that arise when language barriers
affect legal proceedings, including misinterpretation of idioms, cultural nuances, or
technical terms.

-
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e verballing: The misrepresentation of a suspect’s words by law enforcement, often through
inaccurate transcription or deliberate alteration, which can distort evidence.

e voice comparison: The process of analysing speech samples to determine whether they
belong to the same speaker, often used in forensic investigations.

o written evidence: Texts, documents, or other written materials that may be disputed in
legal cases, analysed to establish authorship or detect plagiarism.

Concept Check Questions [Series 2]
Objective Questions

1. Linguistic evidence in legal proceedings may involve disputed , authorship
disputes, or translation challenges. (Linked to SLO 2.1)

2. Forensic voice identification examines features such as pitch, accent, intonation, and
speech . (Linked to SLO 2.2)

3. Speaker profiling provides clues about a speaker’s background, such as age, gender, or

origin. (Linked to SLO 2.2)

4. Verballing refers to the misrepresentation of a suspect’s by law enforcement.
(Linked to SLO 2.3)

5. Safeguards such as audio or video recording of interviews help ensure
reporting of interrogations. (Linked to SLO 2.4)

Short-Answer Questions

1. Explain what disputed-utterances are and why they are important in legal proceedings.
(Linked to SLO 2.1)

2. Describe the process of authorship analysis in forensic linguistics. (Linked to SLO 2.1)

3. Define speaker profiling and explain its role in criminal investigations. (Linked to SLO
2.2)

4. What is'verballing, and why is it problematic in interrogation practices? (Linked to SLO
2.3)

5. Identify two safeguards that can ensure accurate reporting of interrogations. (Linked to
SLO 2.4)

6. Mention one strength and one limitation of linguistic evidence in courtrooms. (Linked to
SLO 2.5)

Long-Answer.Questions

1.© Analyse how linguistic evidence is applied in legal proceedings, focusing on disputed
utterances, authorship disputes, and translation challenges. (Linked to SLO 2.1)

2. Evaluate the role of linguistic evidence in criminal investigations, including voice
comparison, speaker profiling, and document analysis. (Linked to SLO 2.2)

3. Discuss the risks of misrepresentation and coercion in interrogation practices, and explain
how safeguards can promote accurate linguistic reporting. (Linked to SLOs 2.3, 2.4)
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4. Assess the strengths and limitations of linguistic evidence in legal and criminal contexts,
drawing on case studies of successful and disputed applications. (Linked to SLO 2.5)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2]
Objective Questions

Utterances
Rhythm
Regional
Words
Accurate

AW

Short-Answer Questions

1. Disputed utterances are spoken statements whose meaning or accuracy is questioned in
court. They are important because they can affect the interpretation of evidence and the
outcome of a case.

2. Authorship analysis involves collecting disputed. texts, comparing them with known
samples, and examining style, vocabulary,@and syntax to determine likely authorship.

3. Speaker profiling is the analysis'of linguistic features to infer information about a speaker’s
background, such as age, gender, or regional origin. It helps investigators narrow down
suspects.

4. Verballing is the misrepresentation of a suspect’s words by law enforcement, which can
lead to false confessions or distorted evidence.

5. Safeguards include audio or video recording of interviews and independent transcription
by trained professionals:

6. Strength: Linguistic evidence can. clarify disputed utterances. Limitation: It may be
weakened by misinterpretation of cultural or contextual features.

Long-Answer Questions

1. Basic response: Linguistic evidence in legal proceedings includes disputed utterances,
authorship disputes, and translation challenges. Forensic linguists clarify what was said,
determine authorship, and ensure accurate translation. Value-added response: Beyond
this, they must address transcription issues, cultural nuances, and idiomatic expressions.
Their wotk ensures fairness in cases where language barriers or unclear recordings could
otherwise distort justice.

2. Basic response: In criminal investigations, linguistic evidence is applied through voice
comparison, speaker profiling, and document analysis. These methods help verify
suspects’ voices, infer background information, and detect plagiarism or fraud. Value-
added response: Advanced techniques combine linguistic expertise with technology, but
challenges remain in ensuring reliability. Profiling must be used cautiously to avoid
stereotyping, and document analysis requires careful validation to withstand scrutiny in
court.
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3. Basic response: Risks in interrogation include verballing and coercion, which distort
suspects’ words or pressure them into false confessions. Safeguards such as recordings and
legal representation help ensure accuracy. Value-added response: Forensic linguists also
recommend best practices like avoiding leading questions and ensuring clarity in
translations. These measures protect suspects’ rights and enhance the credibility of
evidence.

4. Basic response: Strengths of linguistic evidence include clarifying disputed utterances and
establishing authorship. Limitations include unclear recordings, incomplete texts, and
misinterpretation of cultural features. Value-added response: Case studies. show both
successful applications, such as fraud investigations, and disputed ones, where reliability
was challenged. Evaluating these examples helps learners appreciate the balance between
potential and limitations in forensic linguistics.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 2]
Part 2.1 Linguistic evidence in legal proceedings

1. Disputed utterances are spoken statements whose meaning, accuracy, or authenticity is
questioned in court. They are important because they can affect how evidence is
interpreted.

2. Emergency

3. An authorship dispute is when the origin of a written text is contested. Forensic linguists
resolve it by analysing style, vocabulary, and syntax, and comparing disputed texts with
known samples.

4. Contracts

Challenges include misinterpretation of idioms, cultural nuances, or technical terms.

6. Cultural

ol

Part 2.2 Linguistic evidence in.eriminal investigations

1. Voice comparison is the process of analysing speech samples to determine whether they
belong to the same speaker. It is used to verify suspects’ voices in recordings.

2. Rhythm

3. Speaker profilingis the analysis of linguistic features to infer information about a speaker’s
background, such as age, gender, or regional origin.

4. Regional

5.. Document analysis is applied to detect plagiarism, falsified contracts, fraudulent
documents, or hidden meanings in texts.

6. Meanings

Part 243 Methods of interrogation and verballing

1. Linguistic features such as framing of questions, choice of words, and sequence of dialogue
can influence responses.
2. Sequence

-

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



3. Verballing is the misrepresentation of a suspect’s words by law enforcement. It is
problematic because it can lead to false confessions or distorted evidence.

4. Words

5. Safeguards include audio or video recording of interviews, independent transcription, and
presence of legal representatives.

6. Accurate

Part 2.4 Evaluating linguistic evidence in legal and criminal contexts

1. Strengths include clarifying disputed utterances, establishing authorship, and revealing
deception.

2. Utterances

3. Limitations include unclear recordings, incomplete texts, misinterpretation of cultural
features, and scepticism from legal professionals.

4. Cultural

5. One successful application is authorship verification in fraud investigations.

6. Fraud

References and Attributions [Series 2]

This section compiles references, suggested sources, and attributions for the instructional
content, illustrations, and examples used in Series 2: Forensic Linguistics in Legal and
Criminal Investigation. All entries are presented in APA style for clarity and consistency.

General References
e Coulthard, M., & Johnson, A. (2010). An introduction to forensic linguistics: Language
in evidence. Routledge.

e Gibbons, J. (2003). Forensic linguistics: An introduction to language in the justice
system. Blackwell.

e OlssonyJ. (2008). Forensic linguistics. Continuum.

e Solan, L. M., & Tiersma, P. M. (2005). Speaking of crime: The language of criminal
justice. University of Chicago Press.

Figures
o Figure 2.1: Steps in authorship analysis Al-generated placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a
diagram showing steps in authorship analysis: collecting samples, comparing style,
identifying authorship.” Search string: “authorship analysis forensic linguistics OER”

o  Figure 2.2: Process of forensic voice identification Al-generated placeholder. Prompt:
“Generate a diagram showing steps in forensic voice identification: collecting samples,
analysing features, comparing results.” Search string: “forensic voice identification
diagram OER”
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o Figure 2.3: Risks of misrepresentation in interrogation Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing risks in interrogation: verballing, coercion,
misinterpretation.” Search string: “verballing coercion forensic linguistics OER”

o Figure 2.4: Limitations of linguistic evidence in courtrooms Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing limitations of linguistic evidence: unclear
recordings, incomplete texts, cultural misinterpretation, scepticism.” Search string:
“limitations of linguistic evidence forensic linguistics OER”

Plates
e Plate 2.1: Analysing disputed utterances in legal proceedings Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Create an illustration of a forensic linguist reviewing an audio recording in
court.” Search string: “disputed utterances forensic linguistics OER”

e Plate 2.2: Speaker profiling in criminal investigations Al-generated placeholder. Prompt:
“Create an illustration of investigators using linguistic profiling to narrow-down
suspects.” Search string: “speaker profiling forensic linguistics OER”

e Plate 2.3: Linguistic features of interrogation practices Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Create an illustration of a police interrogation scene with a forensic linguist
analysing the dialogue.” Search string: “interrogation practices forensic linguistics OER”

e Plate 2.4: Case study of linguistic evidence in practice Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Create an illustration of a courtroom scene where linguistic evidence is
presented alongside other evidence.” Search string: “case study forensic linguistics
courtroom OER”

Boxes
e Box 2.1: Common translation challenges. in legal proceedings Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a text box listing common translation challenges in legal
proceedings.” Search string: “translation challenges forensic linguistics OER”

e Box 2.2: Applications of document analysis in investigations Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a text box listing applications of document analysis in criminal
investigations.” Search string: “document analysis forensic linguistics OER”

e Box 2.3: Safeguards for accurate interrogation records Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a text box listing safeguards for accurate interrogation records.”
Search string: “safeguards interrogation forensic linguistics OER”

e Box 2.4: Strengths of linguistic evidence in investigations Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a text box listing strengths of linguistic evidence in investigations.”
Search string: “strengths of linguistic evidence forensic linguistics OER”

Suggested OER Search Strings
e “authorship analysis forensic linguistics OER”

o “forensic voice identification diagram OER”
o “verballing coercion forensic linguistics OER”
o “limitations of linguistic evidence forensic linguistics OER”
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o “disputed utterances forensic linguistics OER”

o “speaker profiling forensic linguistics OER”

e “interrogation practices forensic linguistics OER”

e “case study forensic linguistics courtroom OER”

o “translation challenges forensic linguistics OER”

e “document analysis forensic linguistics OER”

o “safeguards interrogation forensic linguistics OER”

o “strengths of linguistic evidence forensic linguistics OER”

Course code: LIN 409

Course title: Forensic Linguistics

Course credit load: 3 Units

Series 1: Role of Language and Linguistic Evidence in Forensic Science

Series 2: Forensic Linguistics in Legal and Criminal Investigation

Series 3: Applications of Forensic Linguistics in. Military, Government, Business, and
Cultural Studies

Series 4: Analytical Issues in Forensic Linguistics
Series 5: Computational and Statistical Tools in Forensic Linguistic Analysis
Proposed Outline for Series 3
Part 3.1 Applications in military and security contexts
e 3.1.1 Linguistic profiling in counter-terrorism
o | 3.1.2 Analysing coded or encrypted communication
e 3.1.3 Language use in intelligence and surveillance
Part 3.2 Applications in government and legal policy
e  3.2.1 Language in legislation and policy drafting
o 3.2.2 Forensic linguistics in immigration and asylum cases
e 3.2.3 Detecting bias and discrimination in official discourse
Part 3.3 Applications in business and corporate communication
o 3.3.1 Authorship verification in corporate disputes
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e 3.3.2 Plagiarism detection and intellectual property protection
e 3.3.3 Analysing deceptive language in contracts and negotiations

Part 3.4 Applications in cultural and historical studies

e 3.4.1 Authorship attribution in literary texts
e 3.4.2 Verifying authenticity of historical documents
e 3.4.3 Language as a marker of cultural identity

Introduction

In the last Series, we examined how forensic linguistics operates within legal and criminal
investigations, focusing on disputed utterances, authorship disputes, interrogation practices, and
the evaluation of linguistic evidence. Building on that foundation, this Series turns to broader
institutional and cultural applications. These contexts demonstrate how forensic linguistics extends
beyond the courtroom, influencing military operations, government policy, business practices, and
cultural studies.

The aim of this Series is to enable you to apply forensic linguistic principles to diverse domains,
showing how language analysis can support security, governance, corporate integrity, and cultural
authenticity.

We shall commence this Series by exploring applications in military and security contexts,
including linguistic profiling, coded communication, and intelligence work. Next, we will move
on to government and legal policy, examining language in legislation, immigration cases, and
official discourse. Following that, we will consider applications in business and corporate
communication, such as authorship verification, plagiarism detection, and contract analysis.
Finally, we will conclude with cultural and historical studies, where forensic linguistics helps
attribute authorship, verify historical documents, and highlight language as a marker of identity.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

e SLO 3.1 analyse how forensic linguistics is applied in military and security contexts,
mcluding profiling, coded communication, and intelligence work,

o SLO 3.2 explain the role of forensic linguistics in government and legal policy, focusing
on legislation, immigration cases, and official discourse,

e SLO 3.3 apply forensic linguistic methods to business and corporate communication, such
as authorship verification, plagiarism detection, and contract analysis, and

e SLO 3.4 evaluate the contribution of forensic linguistics to cultural and historical studies,
including authorship attribution, document authentication, and identity analysis.
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3.1 Applications in Military and Security Contexts

3.1.1 Linguistic profiling in counter-terrorism

Linguistic profiling is the analysis of language features to infer details about a speaker or writer,
such as regional origin, social background, or group affiliation. In military and security contexts,
profiling helps identify suspects, track networks, and detect potential threats. Forensic linguists
may analyse slang, code words, or dialects used in communications to uncover hidden meanings
or group identities.

Fill in the blank: Linguistic profiling can reveal a speaker’s regional origin, social background, or
group

EDUCATIONAL R[sourr‘,

Plate 3.1: Linguistic profiling in counter-terrorism
3.1.2 Analysing coded or encrypted communication

Coded communication refers to messages that use symbols, abbreviations, or hidden meanings
to conceal information. Encrypted communication involves technical methods of securing
messages so that only authorised parties can read them. Forensic linguists contribute by identifying
linguistic patterns in coded language, interpreting abbreviations, and detecting inconsistencies that
may reveal the underlying message. This is particularly useful in counter-terrorism and organised
crime investigations.

Fill in the blank: Encrypted communication involves securing messages so that only
parties can read them.

-
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Figure 3.1: Analysing coded or encrypted communication
3.1.3 Language use in intelligence and surveillance

Intelligence and surveillance rely heavily on language analysis to detect threats and monitor
activities. Forensic linguists examine intercepted communications, online posts, and social media
content to identify suspicious behaviour. They may also track changes in vocabulary or tone that
signal shifts in group strategy. Language analysis in surveillance helps security agencies act
proactively rather than reactively.

Fill in the blank: Intelligence and surveillance often involve examining intercepted
communications; online posts, and content.

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



APPLICATIONS IN
INTELLIGENCE & SUREVILLANCE

@.@Z o Monitoring online posts for extremist
o= language

oA, ¢ Detecting coded or suspipious
of{2f° communication patterns

o Tracking changes in vocabulary or
or tone

ﬁ « Identifing group afflitiations through
linguistic markers

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Box 3.1: Applications of language analysis in intelligence
Pilot questions 3.1

1. What is linguistic profiling, and how is it applied in military and security contexts?

2. Fill in the blank: Linguistic profiling can reveal a speaker’s regional origin, social
background, or group .

3. What is coded communication, and how do forensic linguists analyse it?

4. Fill in the blank: Encrypted communication involves securing messages so that only

parties can'read them.

5. How is language analysis used in intelligence and surveillance?

6. Fill in the blank: Intelligence and surveillance often involve examining intercepted
communications, online posts, and content.

3.2 Applications infGovernment and Legal Policy

3.2.1 Language in legislation and policy drafting

Legislation and policy drafting often rely on precise language to avoid ambiguity and ensure
clarity. Forensic linguists can assist governments by reviewing the wording of laws, regulations,
and policies to detect vagueness, bias, or unintended interpretations. Clear drafting reduces
disputes and strengthens the enforceability of legal documents.

Fill in the blank: Forensic linguists help governments by reviewing the wording of laws to detect
or unintended interpretations.

-
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Figure 3.2: Language in legislation and policy drafting

3.2.2 Forensic linguistics in immigration and asylum cases

Immigration and asylum cases often involve disputes about nationality, identity, or credibility.
Forensic linguists analyse speech patterns; dialects, and vocabulary to verify claims about origin

or background. This can help authorities assess whether an applicant’s stated nationality or region
of origin is consistent with their language use.

Fill in the blank: In immigration cases, forensic linguists analyse speech patterns, dialects, and
to verify claims about origin.

-
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Plate 3.2: Forensic linguistics in immigration and asylum cases
3.2.3 Detecting bias and discrimination in official discourse

Bias and discrimination in official discourse can occur when government documents or
communications use language that unfairly targets or excludes certain groups. Forensic linguists
examine word choice, framing, and tone to identify discriminatory patterns. Their analysis helps
promote fairness and inclusivity in public policy:

Fill in the blank: Forensic linguists examine word choice, framing, and to identify
discriminatory patterns in official discourse.
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Box 3.2: Examples of bias in official discourse
Pilot questions 3.2

1. How do forensic linguists contribute to legislation and policy drafting?

2. Fill in the blank: Forensic linguists help governments by reviewing the wording of laws to
detect or unintended interpretations.

3. What role does forensic linguistics play in immigration and asylum cases?

4. Fill in the blank: In immigration cases, forensic linguists analyse speech patterns, dialects,

and to verify claims about origin.
5. How can forensic linguists detect bias in official discourse?
6. Fill in the blank: Forensic linguists examine word choice, framing, and to

identify discriminatory patterns in official discourse.

3.3 Applications’in Business and Corporate Communication

3.3.1 Authorship verification in corporate disputes

Authorship verification is the process of determining who wrote a particular text, often by
comparing disputed documents with known samples. In business contexts, this is crucial in cases
of fraud, contract disputes, or anonymous communications. Forensic linguists examine writing
style, vocabulary, and syntax to establish whether a document can be reliably attributed to a
specific individual.

-
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Fill in the blank: Authorship verification in corporate disputes often involves comparing disputed
documents with samples.
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Figure 3.3: Authorship verification in-corporate disputes
3.3.2 Plagiarism detection and intellectual property protection

Plagiarism detection involves identifying copied or unoriginal content in corporate reports,
proposals, or publications. Intellectual property protection refers to safeguarding original work
from unauthorised use. Forensic linguists use linguistic analysis to detect similarities in wording,
structure, and style, helping businesses protect their intellectual assets and maintain credibility.

Fill in the blank: Plagiarism detection involves identifying copied or content in
corporate documents.

-
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Plate 3.3: Plagiarism detection in corporate communication

3.3.3 Analysing deceptive language in contracts and negotiations

Deceptive language in contracts or_negotiations refers to wording that misleads, obscures
meaning, or creates unfair advantage. Forensic. linguists examine such language to identify
ambiguity, hidden clauses, or manipulative phrasing. Their analysis helps businesses ensure
transparency, fairness, and compliance in agreements.

Fill in the blank: Deceptive language in contracts may involve ambiguity, hidden clauses, or
phrasing.

INDICATORS OF DECEPTIVE
LANGUAGE IN CONTRACTS

1. Ambuigous wording that obscures
obligations

2. EQ Hidden clauses buried in lengthy text

3 éié Manipulative pharsing that favours one
party
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Box 3.3: Indicators of deceptive language in contracts
Pilot questions 3.3

w
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1. What is authorship verification, and why is it important in corporate disputes?
2. Fill in the blank: Authorship verification in corporate disputes often involves comparing

disputed documents with samples.
3. How do forensic linguists detect plagiarism in corporate communication?
4. Fill in the blank: Plagiarism detection involves identifying copied or content

in corporate documents.

5. What is deceptive language in contracts, and how can forensic linguists identify it?

6. Fill in the blank: Deceptive language in contracts may involve ambiguity, hidden clauses,
or phrasing.

3.4 Applications in Cultural and Historical Studies

3.4.1 Authorship attribution in literary texts

Authorship attribution is the process of determining who wrote a particular literary work.
Forensic linguists analyse vocabulary, syntax, and stylistic features to identify or confirm
authorship. This is especially useful in cases where texts.are anonymous, disputed, or suspected of
being falsely attributed. Literary studies benefit from this analysis by clarifying historical debates
and ensuring accurate recognition of authors.

Fill in the blank: Authorship attribution involves analysing vocabulary, syntax, and
features to identify authorship.

AUTHORSTHIP ATTRIBUTION
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Figure 3.4: Authorship attribution in literary texts
3.4.2 Verifying authenticity of historical documents

Authenticity verification refers to the examination of historical documents to determine whether
they are genuine or forged. Forensic linguists study handwriting, vocabulary, and grammar

-
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patterns to assess whether a document matches the period it claims to represent. This helps
historians and archivists preserve cultural heritage and avoid reliance on falsified records.

Fill in the blank: Authenticity verification of historical documents involves examining
handwriting, vocabulary, and patterns.

AUTHENTICITY VERIFICATION OF
HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS
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Plate 3.4: Verifying authenticity of historical documents
3.4.3 Language as a marker of cultural identity
Language as a marker of cultural identity highlights how linguistic features such as dialect,
idioms, and expressions reflect cultural belonging. Forensic linguists use these markers to study
identity in historical texts, oral traditions, and modern cultural debates. This analysis helps

preserve cultural diversity and provides evidence in disputes about heritage or authorship.

Fill in the blank: Language as a marker of cultural identity often involves studying dialect, idioms,
and

He-a)
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Box 3.4: Examples of language as cultural identity markers
Pilot questions 3.4

1. What is authorship attribution; and how is it applied in literary studies?
2. Fill in the blank: Authorship attribution involves analysing vocabulary, syntax, and
features to identify authorship.

3. What does authenticity verification of historical documents involve?

4. Fill in the blank: Authenticity verification of historical documents involves examining
handwriting; voeabulary, and patterns.

5. How can language serve as a marker of cultural identity?

6. Fill in the blank: Language as a marker of cultural identity often involves studying dialect,
idioms; and

Series Summary

This Series has highlighted how forensic linguistics extends beyond the courtroom into wider
institutional and cultural domains. We began with military and security contexts, where linguistic
profiling, coded communication, and surveillance analysis play vital roles in counter-terrorism and
intelligence. We then moved to government and legal policy, examining how language shapes
legislation, immigration cases, and official discourse, with a focus on detecting bias and ensuring
fairness. Following that, we explored business and corporate communication, where authorship
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verification, plagiarism detection, and contract analysis safeguard integrity and transparency.
Finally, we considered cultural and historical studies, showing how forensic linguistics contributes
to authorship attribution, document authentication, and the preservation of cultural identity.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to analyse forensic linguistic applications in
military and security contexts (SLO 3.1), explain their role in government and legal policy (SLO
3.2), apply methods to business and corporate communication (SLO 3.3), and evaluate
contributions to cultural and historical studies (SLO 3.4). These outcomes reinforce the versatility
of forensic linguistics and equip you with the skills to recognise its impact-across diverse
professional and cultural settings.

Glossary of Terms

o authorship attribution: The process of determining who wrote a particular text, often by
analysing vocabulary, syntax, and stylistic features.

o authorship verification: The examination of disputed documents to establish whether they
can be reliably attributed to a specific individual, usually by comparing them with known
samples.

e bias in official discourse: The use of language in government or institutional
communication that unfairly targets, excludes, or disadvantages certain groups.

e coded communication: Messages that use symbols, abbreviations, or hidden meanings to
conceal information.

e deceptive language: Wording in contracts or negotiations that misleads, obscures
meaning, or creates unfair advantage.

e encrypted communieation: Messages secured through technical methods so that only
authorised parties can read them.

o immigration and asylum cases: Legal contexts where forensic linguists analyse speech
patterns, dialects, and vocabulary to verify claims about nationality or origin.

o intellectual property protection: Safeguarding original work from unauthorised use,
often through linguistic:analysis to detect plagiarism or copying.

o intelligence and surveillance: The monitoring of communications, online posts, and social
media content to detect threats or suspicious behaviour.

o legislation and policy drafting: The creation of laws and policies where forensic linguists
review wording to ensure clarity and avoid ambiguity.

o linguistic profiling: The analysis of language features to infer details about a speaker or
writer, such as regional origin, social background, or group affiliation.

e  plagiarism detection: Identifying copied or unoriginal content in corporate or academic
documents by comparing wording, structure, and style.

e security contexts: Situations in military or counter-terrorism where language analysis is
used to identify threats and track networks.

o stylistic features: Elements of writing such as vocabulary choice, sentence structure, and
tone that help identify authorship.
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o translation challenges: Difficulties that arise when language barriers affect
communication, including misinterpretation of idioms, cultural nuances, or technical
terms.

o verifying authenticity: The examination of historical documents to determine whether
they are genuine or forged, often by checking handwriting, vocabulary, and grammar
patterns.

Concept Check Questions [Series 3]
Objective Questions

1. Linguistic profiling can reveal a speaker’s regional origin, social background, or group
. (Linked to SLO 3.1)
2. Encrypted communication involves securing messages so that only parties
can read them. (Linked to SLO 3.1)
3. In immigration cases, forensic linguists analyse speech patterns, dialects, and
to verify claims about origin. (Linked to SLO 3.2)

4. Plagiarism detection involves identifying’ copied or content in corporate
documents. (Linked to SLO 3.3)
5. Authorship attribution involves analysing vocabulary, syntax, and features to

identify authorship. (Linked to SLO 3.4)

Short-Answer Questions

1. Define linguistic profiling and explain its role in military and security contexts. (Linked to

SLO 3.1)

2. Describe how forensic linguists contribute to legislation and policy drafting. (Linked to
SLO 3.2)

3. Explain the importance of authorship verification in corporate disputes. (Linked to SLO
3.3)

4. Whatis deceptive language in contracts, and how can forensic linguists identify it? (Linked
to SLO 3.3)

5. /How do forensic linguists verify the authenticity of historical documents? (Linked to SLO
3.4)

6. Give one example of how language serves as a marker of cultural identity. (Linked to SLO
3.4)

Long-Answer Questions

1. Analyse how forensic linguistics is applied in military and security contexts, focusing on
profiling, coded communication, and surveillance. (Linked to SLO 3.1)

2. Evaluate the role of forensic linguistics in government and legal policy, with reference to
legislation, immigration, and bias detection. (Linked to SLO 3.2)
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3. Discuss applications of forensic linguistics in business communication, including
authorship verification, plagiarism detection, and contract analysis. (Linked to SLO 3.3)

4. Assess the contribution of forensic linguistics to cultural and historical studies, considering
authorship attribution, document authentication, and identity analysis. (Linked to SLO 3.4)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3]
Objective Questions

Affiliation
Authorised
Vocabulary
Unoriginal
Stylistic

A

Short-Answer Questions

1. Linguistic profiling is the analysis of language featuresto infer'details about a speaker or
writer. In military and security contexts, it helps identify suspects, track networks, and
detect threats.

2. Forensic linguists review the wording of laws and policies to detect ambiguity, bias, or
unintended interpretations, ensuring clarity and fairness.

3. Authorship verification is important in corporate disputes because it establishes who wrote
a document, which can resolve-issues of fraud or responsibility.

4. Deceptive language refers_to wording that misleads or obscures meaning in contracts.
Forensic linguists identify it by detecting ambiguity, hidden clauses, or manipulative
phrasing.

5. They examine handwriting, vocabulary, and grammar patterns to determine whether a
document matches the period it claims to represent.

6. An example is the use of dialects or idioms that reflect cultural traditions and community
identity.

Long-Answer Questions

1. ~Basic response: Forensic linguistics in military and security contexts involves profiling
speakers, analysing coded communication, and monitoring surveillance data. Value-added
response: Beyond this, linguists also detect shifts in vocabulary or tone that may indicate
changes in group strategy, helping agencies act proactively.

2. Basic response: In government and legal policy, forensic linguistics ensures clarity in
legislation, verifies claims in immigration cases, and detects bias in official discourse.
Value-added response: Advanced applications include promoting inclusivity in policy
language and supporting fair treatment of minority groups through linguistic analysis.

3. Basic response: In business communication, forensic linguistics is applied to verify
authorship, detect plagiarism, and identify deceptive language in contracts. Value-added
response: These methods not only protect corporate integrity but also strengthen
intellectual property rights and ensure transparency in negotiations.
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4. Basic response: Forensic linguistics contributes to cultural and historical studies by
attributing authorship, authenticating documents, and analysing language as identity
markers. Value-added response: It also supports cultural preservation, resolves historical
debates, and provides evidence in disputes about heritage, making it a vital tool for both
scholarship and community identity.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]
Part 3.1 Applications in Military and Security Contexts

1. Linguistic profiling is the analysis of language features to infer details about a speaker or
writer. It is applied in military and security contexts to identify suspects, track networks,
and detect threats.

2. Affiliation

3. Coded communication is the use of symbols, abbreviations, or hidden meanings to conceal
information. Forensic linguists analyse patterns, interpret abbreviations, and detect
inconsistencies to uncover the underlying message.

4. Authorised

5. Language analysis is used in intelligence’ and surveillance to examine intercepted
communications, online posts, and social media content for suspicious behaviour or threats.

6. Social media

Part 3.2 Applications in Government and Legal Policy

1. Forensic linguists contribute to legislation and policy drafting by reviewing wording to
detect ambiguity, bias, or unintended interpretations, ensuring clarity and fairness.

2. Ambiguity

3. In immigration and asylum cases, forensic linguistics helps verify claims about nationality
or origin by analysing speech patterns, dialects, and vocabulary.

4. Vocabulary

5. Forensic linguists detect bias in official discourse by examining word choice, framing, and
tone.

6. Tone

Part 3.3'Applications.in Business and Corporate Communication

1. Authorship verification is the process of determining who wrote a document. It is important
in corporate disputes because it can resolve issues of fraud or responsibility.

2. Known

3. Forensic linguists detect plagiarism by comparing wording, structure, and style across
documents to identify copied or unoriginal content.

4. Unoriginal

5. Deceptive language in contracts refers to wording that misleads or obscures meaning.
Forensic linguists identify it by detecting ambiguity, hidden clauses, or manipulative
phrasing.

6. Manipulative
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Part 3.4 Applications in Cultural and Historical Studies

Authorship attribution is the process of determining who wrote a literary text. It is applied
in literary studies to resolve disputes about authorship and clarify historical debates.
Stylistic

Authenticity verification of historical documents involves examining handwriting,
vocabulary, and grammar patterns to determine whether they are genuine or forged.
Grammar

Language serves as a marker of cultural identity by reflecting dialects;-idioms; and
expressions tied to heritage and community.

Expressions

References and Attributions [Series 3]

This section compiles references, suggested sources, and attributions for the instructional
content, illustrations, and examples used in Series 3: Applications of Forensic Linguistics in
Military, Government, Business, and Cultural Studies. All entries are presented in APA style
for clarity and consistency.
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Figure 3.1: Analysing coded or encrypted communication Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing steps in analysing coded communication:
collecting samples, identifying patterns, interpreting hidden meanings.” Search string:
“coded communication forensic linguistics OER”

Figure 3.2: Language in legislation and policy drafting Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing stages of policy drafting: drafting, linguistic
review, revision, and implementation.” Search string: “policy drafting forensic linguistics
OER”

Figure 3.3: Authorship verification in corporate disputes Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing steps in authorship verification: collecting
disputed text, comparing with known samples, analysing style and syntax.” Search string:
“authorship verification corporate disputes forensic linguistics OER”

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



o Figure 3.4: Authorship attribution in literary texts Al-generated placeholder. Prompt:
“Generate a diagram showing steps in authorship attribution: collecting texts, analysing
style, comparing with known works.” Search string: “authorship attribution literary texts
forensic linguistics OER”

Plates
e Plate 3.1: Linguistic profiling in counter-terrorism Al-generated placeholder. Prompt:
“Create an illustration of security analysts examining communication samples for
linguistic profiling in counter-terrorism.” Search string: “linguistic profiling counter-
terrorism forensic linguistics OER”

e Plate 3.2: Forensic linguistics in immigration and asylum cases Al-generated
placeholder. Prompt: “Create an illustration of a forensic linguistanalysing speech
samples in an immigration case.” Search string: “immigration asylum forensic linguistics
OER”

e Plate 3.3: Plagiarism detection in corporate communication Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Create an illustration of a forensic linguist comparing two corporate reports for
plagiarism.” Search string: “plagiarism detection corporate communication forensic
linguistics OER”

e Plate 3.4: Verifying authenticity of historical documents Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Create an illustration‘of a forensic linguist examining a historical manuscript
for authenticity.” Search string: “authenticity verification historical documents forensic
linguistics OER”

Boxes
e Box 3.1: Applications of language analysis in intelligence Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a text box listing applications of language analysis in intelligence and
surveillance.” Search string: “language analysis intelligence surveillance forensic
linguistics OER”

e Box 3.2: Examples of bias inofficial discourse Al-generated placeholder. Prompt:
“Generate a text box listing examples of bias in official discourse.” Search string: “bias
discrimination official discourse forensic linguistics OER”

e Box 3.3: Indicators of deceptive language in contracts Al-generated placeholder. Prompt:
“Generate a text box listing indicators of deceptive language in contracts.” Search string:
“deceptive language contracts forensic linguistics OER”

e Box 3.4: Examples of language as cultural identity markers Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a text box listing examples of language as cultural identity markers.”
Search string: “language cultural identity forensic linguistics OER”

Suggested OER Search Strings
e “linguistic profiling counter-terrorism forensic linguistics OER”

e “coded communication forensic linguistics OER”
e “policy drafting forensic linguistics OER”

e “immigration asylum forensic linguistics OER”
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e “bias discrimination official discourse forensic linguistics OER”

o “authorship verification corporate disputes forensic linguistics OER”

e “plagiarism detection corporate communication forensic linguistics OER”
e “deceptive language contracts forensic linguistics OER”

o “authorship attribution literary texts forensic linguistics OER”

o “authenticity verification historical documents forensic linguistics OER”
o “language analysis intelligence surveillance forensic linguistics OER”

e “language cultural identity forensic linguistics OER”

Course code: LIN 409

Course title: Forensic Linguistics

Course credit load: 3 Units

Series 1: Role of Language and Linguistic Evidence in Forensic Science

Series 2: Forensic Linguistics in Legal and Criminal Investigation

Series 3: Applications of Forensic Linguistics in. Military, Government, Business, and
Cultural Studies

Series 4: Analytical Issues in Forensic Linguistics
Series 5: Computational and Statistical Tools in Forensic Linguistic Analysis
Proposed Outline for Series 4
Part 4.1 Analytical frameworks in forensic linguistics
e 4.1.1 Quantitative and qualitative approaches
e 4.1.2 Corpus-based methods
e 4.1.3 Stylistic and discourse analysis
Part 4.2 Reliability and validity of linguistic evidence
e 4.2.1 Challenges of transcription accuracy
e 4.2.2 Evaluating expert testimony
e 4.2.3 Standards for admissibility in court
Part 4.3 Ethical and professional considerations
e 4.3.1 Bias and neutrality in analysis
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e 4.3.2 Confidentiality and data protection
e 4.3.3 Responsibilities of forensic linguists

Part 4.4 Emerging debates and future directions

e 4.4.1 Technological advances in analysis
e 4.4.2 Cross-disciplinary collaboration
e 4.4.3 Global perspectives on forensic linguistics

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored how forensic linguistics is applied across military, government,
business, and cultural contexts, demonstrating its versatility in solving practical problems. As we
progress, it is important to recognise that applying linguistic'evidence is not without challenges.
Analytical issues such as reliability, validity, and ethical considerations often determine whether
linguistic evidence is accepted or contested in professional and legal settings. This Series will help
you critically engage with these challenges and understand their implications for forensic practice.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to identify, analyse, and evaluate key
analytical challenges in forensic linguistics, while also considering ethical responsibilities and
emerging debates in the field.

We shall commence this Series by examining analytical frameworks in forensic linguistics,
including quantitative and qualitative approaches, corpus-based methods, and stylistic analysis.
Next, we will move on to reliability and validity, focusing on transcription accuracy, expert
testimony, and admissibility standards. Following that, we will consider ethical and professional
issues such as bias, confidentiality, and the responsibilities of forensic linguists. Finally, we will
conclude with emerging debates and future directions, exploring technological advances, cross-
disciplinary collaboration, and global perspectives.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

o SLO 4.1 analyse key analytical frameworks in forensic linguistics, including quantitative,
qualitative, corpus-based, and stylistic approaches,

o SLO 4.2 evaluate the reliability and validity of linguistic evidence, with particular attention
to transcription accuracy, expert testimony, and admissibility standards,

e SLO 4.3 explain ethical and professional considerations in forensic linguistics, such as
bias, confidentiality, and practitioner responsibilities, and

e SLO 4.4 assess emerging debates and future directions in forensic linguistics, including
technological advances, interdisciplinary collaboration, and global perspectives.
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4.1 Analytical Frameworks in Forensic Linguistics

4.1.1 Quantitative and qualitative approaches

Quantitative approaches involve the use of numerical data and statistical methods to‘analyse
language. For example, frequency counts of words, sentence lengths, or patterns of punctuation
can provide measurable evidence in forensic cases. Qualitative approaches, on the other hand,
focus on meaning, interpretation, and context. They examine how language is‘used in specific
situations, considering tone, intention, and cultural background. Both approaches complement
each other, offering a fuller picture of linguistic evidence.

Fill in the blank: Quantitative approaches rely on numerical data, while qualitative approaches
focus on and context.

QUANTNATIVE VS. QUALACTIVE
APPROACHES IN FORESIC LINGIUISTICS

QUANTITATIVE QUALITIIVE
APPROACHES APPROACHES

Focus: Measurable features
(word frequency,
sentence length)

Focus: Meaning,
context, discoirse structure

Method: Textual intenytation,
discorrse analysis

Method: Statistical analysis,
computational tools

Goal: Understand intent,
social meaing

Goal: Identify numeral patterns,
probabilities

o B ®

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Figure 4.1: Quantitative and qualitative approaches in forensic linguistics

4.1:2 Corpus-based methods

A corpus is a large, structured collection of texts used for linguistic analysis. Corpus-based
methods allow forensic linguists to compare disputed texts with large databases to identify
patterns, unusual word choices, or stylistic similarities. This approach provides empirical evidence
and helps establish whether a text aligns with typical usage or stands out as suspicious.

Fill in the blank: A corpus is a large, structured collection of used for linguistic
analysis.
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Plate 4.1: Corpus-based methods in forensic linguistics

4.1.3 Stylistic and discourse analysis

Stylistic analysis examines the distinctive features of an individual’s writing or speech, such as
vocabulary choice, sentence structure, and rhythm. Discourse analysis looks at how language is
organised in larger contexts, such as conversations, interviews, or legal documents. Together, these
methods help forensic linguists uncover hidden meanings, detect deception, and attribute
authorship.

Fill in the blank: Stylistic analysis:focuses on vocabulary and sentence structure, while discourse
analysis examines language in contexts.

APPICATIONS & STYLISTICA &
DISCURSE ANALYSIS IN FORENSIC
LINGINSTICS

E:/ 1. Identifing distinctive writing styles in
disputed texts

(3 2 Detecting deception in interviews o neogtations

(X) 3 Analysing courtwom discourse for bias or 2
manipulation FA@]
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Box 4.1: Applications of stylistic and discourse analysis

Pilot questions 4.1

1. What is the difference between quantitative and qualitative approaches in forensic
linguistics?
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2. Fill in the blank: Quantitative approaches rely on numerical data, while qualitative

approaches focus on and context.

3. What is a corpus, and how are corpus-based methods applied in forensic linguistics?

4. Fill in the blank: A corpus is a large, structured collection of used for linguistic
analysis.

5. What is stylistic analysis, and how does it differ from discourse analysis?
6. Fill in the blank: Stylistic analysis focuses on vocabulary and sentence structure, while
discourse analysis examines language in contexts.

4.2 Reliability and Validity of Linguistic Evidence

4.2.1 Challenges of transcription accuracy

Transcription accuracy refers to the precision with which spoken language is converted into
written form. In forensic contexts, even small errors in transcription can alter meaning and affect
the interpretation of evidence. Challenges include unclear recordings, overlapping speech, and
differences in accent or dialect. Forensic linguists must apply rigorous methods to ensure that
transcripts are reliable and reflect the original speech as closely as possible.

Fill in the blank: Transcription accuracy refers'to the precision with which language
is converted into written form.
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Figure 4.2: Challenges of transcription accuracy
4.2.2 Evaluating expert testimony

Expert testimony is the evidence presented by specialists in court to support or clarify complex
issues. In forensic linguistics, expert testimony may involve explaining authorship analysis,
discourse interpretation, or transcription reliability. The credibility of such testimony depends on

-
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the expert’s qualifications, the transparency of their methods, and the ability to demonstrate that
their conclusions are based on sound linguistic principles.

Fill in the blank: The credibility of expert testimony depends on qualifications, transparency of
methods, and of conclusions.

EXPERT TESTMONY IN FORENSIC LINGIUSTICS

EXPERT LINGIUSTIC ANALYSIS
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Plate 4.2: Evaluating expert testimony in forensic linguistics
4.2.3 Standards for admissibility in court

Admissibility standards are the legal rules that determine whether evidence can be accepted in
court. Forensic linguistic evidence must meet criteria such as relevance, reliability, and clarity.
Courts often require that methods used are scientifically recognised and that conclusions are
presented in a.way that judgesand juries can understand. Meeting admissibility standards ensures
that linguistic evidence contributes meaningfully to justice rather than being dismissed as
speculative.

Fill“in the blank: Admissibility standards require forensic linguistic evidence to be relevant,
reliable, and

[Insert Box here] Box 4.2: Key standards for admissibility of linguistic evidence

o Relevance to the case

o Reliability of methods used

o Clarity of presentation

e Recognition of methods within the scientific community Al prompt suggestion: “Generate
a text box listing key standards for admissibility of linguistic evidence.” Search string:
“admissibility standards forensic linguistics OER”
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Pilot questions 4.2

1. What is transcription accuracy, and why is it important in forensic linguistics?

2. Fill in the blank: Transcription accuracy refers to the precision with which
language is converted into written form.

3. What factors determine the credibility of expert testimony in forensic linguistics?

4. Fill in the blank: The credibility of expert testimony depends on qualifications,
transparency of methods, and of conclusions.

5. What are admissibility standards, and how do they apply to forensic linguistic evidence?

6. Fill in the blank: Admissibility standards require forensic linguistic evidence to be relevant,
reliable, and

4.3 Ethical and Professional Considerations

4.3.1 Bias and neutrality in analysis

Bias refers to the tendency to favour or disadvantage certain groups or individuals through
language choices or interpretation. In forensic linguistics, maintaining neutrality is essential to
ensure that evidence is analysed fairly and without prejudice. Analysts must be aware of their own
assumptions and avoid allowing personal opinions to influence conclusions. This protects the
integrity of the evidence and supports justice.

Fill in the blank: In forensic linguisties, maintaining is essential to ensure evidence is
analysed fairly and without prejudice.

IMPORTANCE OF NEUTRALITY IN
FORENSIC ANALYSIS
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Figure 4.3: Bias and neutrality in forensic analysis

-

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



4.3.2 Confidentiality and data protection

Confidentiality means keeping sensitive information secure and not disclosing it to unauthorised
parties. Data protection involves safeguarding personal and case-related information from misuse
or breaches. Forensic linguists often handle confidential recordings, transcripts, or documents, and
must comply with legal and professional standards to protect this information. Breaches of
confidentiality can undermine trust and compromise investigations.

Fill in the blank: Confidentiality means keeping sensitive information secure and not disclosing it
to parties.

AUTHORIZED |
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ONLY

~
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Plate 4.3: Confidentiality and data protection in forensic linguistics
4.3.3 Responsibilities of forensic linguists

Professional responsibilities in forensic linguistics include maintaining accuracy, impartiality,
and ethical conduct. Linguists must present findings clearly, avoid exaggeration, and respect the
limits of their expertise. They are also responsible for ensuring that their work contributes
positively to justice and does not mislead courts or clients. Upholding these responsibilities
strengthens the credibility of forensic linguistics as a discipline.

Fill in the blank: Professional responsibilities in forensic linguistics include maintaining accuracy,
impartiality, and conduct.

-
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Box 4.3: Responsibilities of forensic linguists
Pilot questions 4.3

1. Why is neutrality important in forensic linguistic analysis?

2. Fill in the blank: In forensic linguisti¢s; maintaining is essential to ensure
evidence is analysed fairly and without prejudice.

3. What is confidentiality, and how does it relate to forensic linguistics?

4. Fill in the blank: Confidentiality. means keeping sensitive information secure and not
disclosing it to parties.

5. What are the professional responsibilities of forensic linguists?

6. Fill in the blank: Professional responsibilities in forensic linguistics include maintaining
accuracy, impartiality, and conduct.

4.4 Emerging Debatesiand Future Directions

4.4.1 Technological advances in analysis

Technological advances in forensic linguistics include the use of artificial intelligence, machine
learning, and automated transcription tools. These innovations allow for faster and more accurate
analysis of large datasets, such as social media posts or intercepted communications. However,
they also raise questions about reliability, transparency, and the risk of over-reliance on automated
systems.

Fill 'in the blank: Technological advances in forensic linguistics include the use of artificial
intelligence, machine learning, and transcription tools.
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Figure 4.4: Technological advances in forensic linguistics
4.4.2 Cross-disciplinary collaboration

Cross-disciplinary collaboration refers to cooperation between forensic linguists and experts in
other fields such as law, psychology, and computer science. This collaboration enhances the
quality of analysis by combining linguistic expertise with insights from related disciplines. For
example, working with psychologists can help interpret deceptive language, while collaboration
with computer scientists can improve corpus tools and analytical software.

Fill in the blank: Cross-disciplinary collaboration in forensic linguistics often involves cooperation
with experts in law; psychology, and science.

CROSS-DISCIPSINRY COLLABORATION IN
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Plate 4.4: Cross-disciplinary collaboration in forensic linguistics
4.4.3 Global perspectives on forensic linguistics

Global perspectives highlight how forensic linguistics is applied differently across countries'and
cultures. Legal systems vary in their acceptance of linguistic evidence, and cultural differences
influence how language is interpreted in disputes. Studying global perspectives helps learners
appreciate the diversity of forensic practice and anticipate challenges when working in
international contexts.

Fill in the blank: Global perspectives in forensic linguistics highlight differences in legal systems
and influences on language interpretation.
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Box 4.4: Global perspectives on forensic linguistics
Pilot questions4.4

1. What technological advances are shaping forensic linguistics today?

2./ Fill'in the blank: Technological advances in forensic linguistics include the use of artificial
intelligence, machine learning, and transcription tools.

3. Why is cross-disciplinary collaboration important in forensic linguistics?

4. Fill in the blank: Cross-disciplinary collaboration in forensic linguistics often involves
cooperation with experts in law, psychology, and science.

5. . What do global perspectives reveal about forensic linguistics?

6. Fill in the blank: Global perspectives in forensic linguistics highlight differences in legal
systems and influences on language interpretation.

Series Summary
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This Series has focused on the analytical challenges that shape the practice of forensic linguistics
and determine its credibility in professional and legal contexts. We began by exploring analytical
frameworks, including quantitative and qualitative approaches, corpus-based methods, and
stylistic and discourse analysis. We then examined issues of reliability and validity, such as
transcription accuracy, expert testimony, and admissibility standards. Following that, we
considered ethical and professional responsibilities, including neutrality, confidentiality, and the
duties of forensic linguists. Finally, we looked at emerging debates and future directions,
highlighting technological advances, cross-disciplinary collaboration, and global perspectives.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to analyse key analytical frameworks (SLO
4.1), evaluate the reliability and validity of linguistic evidence (SLO 4.2), explain ethical and
professional considerations (SLO 4.3), and assess emerging debates and future directions in
forensic linguistics (SLO 4.4). These outcomes reinforce your ability to critically engage with the
complexities of forensic linguistics and apply them responsibly in diverse contexts.

Glossary of Terms

o admissibility standards: Legal rules that determine whether evidence can be accepted in
court, requiring relevance, reliability, and clarity.

o bias: A tendency to favour or disadvantage certain groups or individuals through language
choices or interpretation.

« confidentiality: The obligation to keep sensitive information secure and not disclose it to
unauthorised parties.

e corpus: A large, structured collection of texts used for linguistic analysis.

e corpus-based methods: Analytical techniques that compare disputed texts with large
databases to identify patterns, unusual word choices, or stylistic similarities.

o cross-disciplinary collaboration: Cooperation between forensic linguists and experts in
other fields such as law, psychology, and computer science to enhance analysis.

e data protection: Safeguarding personal and case-related information from misuse or
breaches.

e discourse analysis: The study of how language is organised in larger contexts, such as
conversations, interviews, or legal documents.

o ~expert testimony: Evidence presented by specialists in court to clarify complex issues,
whose credibility depends on qualifications, transparency, and sound methods.

o global perspectives: The recognition that forensic linguistics is applied differently across
countries and cultures, influenced by legal systems and cultural norms.

e  neutrality: The practice of avoiding personal bias in analysis to ensure fair and impartial
conclusions.

o - quantitative approaches: Methods that rely on numerical data and statistical analysis,
such as word frequency counts or sentence length measurements.

o qualitative approaches: Methods that focus on meaning, interpretation, and context in
language use.

o reliability: The consistency and accuracy of linguistic evidence, ensuring that findings can

be trusted.
)
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o stylistic analysis: The examination of distinctive features of an individual’s writing or
speech, such as vocabulary choice and sentence structure.

o technological advances: Innovations such as artificial intelligence, machine learning, and
automated transcription tools that enhance forensic linguistic analysis.

e transcription accuracy: The precision with which spoken language is converted into
written form, critical for reliable evidence.

Concept Check Questions [Series 4]

Objective Questions

1. Quantitative approaches in forensic linguistics rely on data. (Linked to SLO
4.1)

2. A corpus is a large, structured collection of used for linguistic analysis.
(Linked to SLO 4.1)

3. Transcription accuracy refers to the precision with which language is

converted into written form. (Linked to SLO 4.2)
4. The credibility of expert testimony depends on qualifications, transparency of methods,
and of conclusions. (Linked to SLO 4.2)
5. Confidentiality means keeping sensitive information secure and not disclosing it to
parties. (Linked to SLO 4.3)
6. Technological advances in forensic linguistics include artificial intelligence, machine
learning, and transcription tools. (Linked to SLO 4.4)

Short-Answer Questions

1. Define corpus-based methods and explain their role in forensic linguistics. (Linked to SLO
4.1)

2. Why is transcription accuracy important in forensic linguistics? (Linked to SLO 4.2)

3. What factors determine whether forensic linguistic evidence is admissible in court?
(Linked to SLO 4.2)

4. Explain why neutrality is essential in forensic linguistic analysis. (Linked to SLO 4.3)

5. ~What responsibilities must forensic linguists uphold in their professional practice? (Linked
to SLO 4.3)

6. How does cross-disciplinary collaboration enhance forensic linguistic analysis? (Linked to
SLO 4.4)

Long-Answer Questions

1. Analyse the strengths and limitations of quantitative and qualitative approaches in forensic
linguistics. (Linked to SLO 4.1)

2. Evaluate the challenges of ensuring reliability and validity in forensic linguistic evidence,
with examples from transcription and expert testimony. (Linked to SLO 4.2)

-
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3. Discuss the ethical and professional considerations that forensic linguists must observe,
including bias, confidentiality, and responsibilities. (Linked to SLO 4.3)

4. Assess the impact of emerging debates and future directions in forensic linguistics,
focusing on technological advances, collaboration, and global perspectives. (Linked to
SLO 4.4)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
Objective Questions

Numerical
Texts
Spoken
Soundness
Unauthorised
Automated

oV kwWwNRE

Short-Answer Questions

1. Corpus-based methods involve comparing disputed texts with large databases to identify
patterns, unusual word choices; or stylistic similarities. They provide empirical evidence
in forensic analysis.

2. Transcription accuracy is important because even small errors can alter meaning and affect
the reliability of evidence.

3. Evidence must be relevant, reliable, clear, and based on recognised scientific methods to
be admissible in court.

4. Neutrality ensures that-conclusions are fair and unbiased, protecting the integrity of
forensic analysis.

5. Forensic linguists must maintain accuracy, impartiality, confidentiality, and present
findings clearly without exaggeration.

6. Collaboration with experts in law, psychology, and computer science enhances analysis by
combining linguistic expertise with other specialised insights.

Long-Answer Questions

1.. Basic response: Quantitative approaches provide measurable data such as word
frequencies, while qualitative approaches focus on meaning and context. Value-added
response: Quantitative methods offer objectivity but may miss nuance, while qualitative
methods capture interpretation but risk subjectivity. Combining both strengthens forensic
analysis.

2.. Basic response: Reliability and validity are challenged by unclear recordings, overlapping
speech, and the need for credible expert testimony. Value-added response: Courts demand
transparency and scientifically recognised methods. Addressing these challenges requires
rigorous transcription protocols and clear presentation of expert findings.

3. Basic response: Ethical considerations include avoiding bias, protecting confidentiality,
and respecting professional responsibilities. Value-added response: Upholding ethics not
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only strengthens credibility but also ensures that forensic linguistics contributes positively
to justice and avoids misuse in sensitive cases.

4. Basic response: Emerging debates involve technological advances, collaboration across
disciplines, and global perspectives on forensic practice. Value-added response: While
technology improves efficiency, it raises concerns about reliability. Collaboration enriches
analysis, and global perspectives highlight cultural and legal diversity, preparing linguists
for international contexts.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 4]
Part 4.1 Analytical frameworks in forensic linguistics

1. Quantitative approaches use numerical data, while qualitative approaches focus on
meaning and context.

2. Meaning

3. A corpus is a large, structured collection of texts used for linguistic analysis. Corpus-based
methods compare disputed texts with databases to identify patterns and similarities.

4. Texts

5. Stylistic analysis examines vocabulary.and sentence structure, while discourse analysis
studies language in larger contexts such as conversations or documents.

6. Larger

Part 4.2 Reliability and validity of linguistic evidence

1. Transcription accuracy is. the precision with which spoken language is converted into
written form. It is' important because errors can alter meaning and affect evidence

reliability.

2. Spoken

3. Credibility depends on qualifications, transparency of methods, and soundness of
conclusions:

4. Soundness

5. Admissibility standards are legal rules that determine whether evidence can be accepted in
court. They require relevance, reliability, and clarity.

6. Clear

Part 4.3 Ethical and professional considerations

1.  Neutrality is important because it ensures evidence is analysed fairly and without prejudice.

2.. Neutrality

3. Confidentiality is the obligation to keep sensitive information secure and not disclose it to
unauthorised parties.

4. Unauthorised

5. Responsibilities include maintaining accuracy, impartiality, confidentiality, and presenting
findings clearly without exaggeration.
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6. Ethical
Part 4.4 Emerging debates and future directions

1. Advances include artificial intelligence, machine learning, and automated transcription
tools.

2. Automated

3. Collaboration is important because it combines linguistic expertise with insights from law,
psychology, and computer science, improving analysis.

4. Computer

5. Global perspectives reveal differences in legal systems and cultural influences on language
interpretation.

6. Cultural

References and Attributions [Series 4]

This section compiles references, suggested sources, and attributions for the instructional
content, illustrations, and examples used in Series 4: Analytical Issues in Forensic Linguistics.
All entries are presented in APA style for clarity and consistency.

General References
e Coulthard, M., & Johnson, A. (2010). An introduction to forensic linguistics: Language
in evidence. Routledge.

e Gibbons, J. (2003). Forensic linguistics. An introduction to language in the justice
system. Blackwell.

e COlsson, J. (2008). Forensic linguistics. Continuum.

e Solan, L. M., & Tiersma, P. M. (2005). Speaking of crime: The language of criminal
Jjustice. University of Chicago Press.

Figures
o Figure 4.1: Quantitative and qualitative approaches in forensic linguistics Al-generated
placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a diagram comparing quantitative and qualitative
approaches in forensic linguistics.” Search string: “quantitative qualitative approaches
forensic linguistics OER”

o Figure 4.2: Challenges of transcription accuracy Al-generated placeholder. Prompt:
“Generate a diagram showing challenges in transcription: unclear recordings, overlapping
speech, accent variation.” Search string: “transcription accuracy forensic linguistics
OER”

o Figure 4.3: Bias and neutrality in forensic analysis Al-generated placeholder. Prompt:
“Generate a diagram showing the importance of neutrality in forensic analysis: awareness
of assumptions, fair interpretation, unbiased conclusions.” Search string: “bias neutrality
forensic linguistics OER”
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o Figure 4.4: Technological advances in forensic linguistics Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing technological advances in forensic linguistics: Al,
machine learning, automated transcription.” Search string: “technological advances
forensic linguistics OER”

Plates
e Plate 4.1: Corpus-based methods in forensic linguistics Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Create an illustration of a forensic linguist working with a computer-based
corpus database.” Search string: “corpus-based methods forensic linguistics OER™

e Plate 4.2: Evaluating expert testimony in forensic linguistics Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Create an illustration of a forensic linguist presenting expert testimony in a
courtroom.” Search string: “expert testimony forensic linguistics OER”

o Plate 4.3: Confidentiality and data protection in forensic linguistics Al-generated
placeholder. Prompt: “Create an illustration of a forensic linguist securely handling
confidential case files.” Search string: “confidentiality data protection forensic linguistics
OER”

e Plate 4.4: Cross-disciplinary collaboration in forensic linguistics Al-generated
placeholder. Prompt: “Create an illustration of forensic linguists collaborating with
professionals from law and computer science.” Search string: “cross-disciplinary
collaboration forensic linguistics OER”

Boxes
e Box 4.1: Applications of stylistic and discourse analysis Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a text box listing applications of stylistic and discourse analysis in
forensic linguistics.” Search string: “stylistic discourse analysis forensic linguistics OER”

e Box 4.2: Key standards for.admissibility of linguistic evidence Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a text box listing key standards for admissibility of linguistic
evidence.” Search string: “admissibility standards forensic linguistics OER”

e Box 4.3: Responsibilities of forensic linguists Al-generated placeholder. Prompt:
“Generate a text box listing responsibilities of forensic linguists.” Search string:
“responsibilities forensic linguists OER”

e Box 4.4: Global perspectives on forensic linguistics Al-generated placeholder. Prompt:
“Generate a text box listing global perspectives on forensic linguistics.” Search string:
“global perspectives forensic linguistics OER”

Suggested OER Search Strings
e  “quantitative qualitative approaches forensic linguistics OER”

e  ‘“‘corpus-based methods forensic linguistics OER”
e “transcription accuracy forensic linguistics OER”
o “expert testimony forensic linguistics OER”

e “admissibility standards forensic linguistics OER”
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e “bias neutrality forensic linguistics OER”

o “confidentiality data protection forensic linguistics OER”
e “responsibilities forensic linguists OER”

o “technological advances forensic linguistics OER”

e “cross-disciplinary collaboration forensic linguistics OER”
o “global perspectives forensic linguistics OER”

o “stylistic discourse analysis forensic linguistics OER”

Course code: LIN 409

Course title: Forensic Linguistics

Course credit load: 3 Units

Series 1: Role of Language and Linguistic Evidence in Forensic Science

Series 2: Forensic Linguistics in Legal and Criminal Investigation

Series 3: Applications of Forensic Linguistics in Military, Government, Business, and
Cultural Studies

Series 4: Analytical Issues in Forensic Linguistics
Series 5: Computational and Statistical Tools in Forensic Linguistic Analysis
Proposed Outline for Series 5
Part 5.1 Computational methods in forensic linguistics
o 5.1.1 Natural language processing (NLP) applications
e 5.1.2 Machine learning techniques for authorship attribution
e /5.1.3 Automated transcription and text analysis
Part 5.2 Statistical approaches to linguistic evidence
e  5.2.1 Frequency analysis and word distributions
o  5.2.2 Stylometric measures and statistical modelling
o~ 5.2.3 Reliability testing and error rates

Part 5.3 Integrating computational and statistical tools

e 5.3.1 Combining corpus methods with statistical analysis
e 5.3.2 Case studies of integrated approaches
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e 5.3.3 Limitations and challenges of integration
Part 5.4 Future directions in computational forensic linguistics

e 5.4.1 Advances in artificial intelligence and deep learning
e 5.4.2 Ethical implications of automated tools
e 5.4.3 Global perspectives on computational forensic practice

Introduction

In the last Series, we examined the analytical challenges that shape forensic linguistics, including
issues of reliability, validity, and ethics. Building on that foundation, this Series turns to the
computational and statistical tools that make modern forensic linguistic analysis more precise and
efficient. With the growing volume of digital communication; these tools are increasingly vital for
handling large datasets, detecting patterns, and presenting evidence that meets professional and
legal standards.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the computational and statistical approaches used in
forensic linguistics and to equip you with the skills to apply these tools in analysing linguistic
evidence.

We shall commence this Series by exploring computational methods, including natural language
processing, machine learning techniques, and automated transcription. Next, we will move on to
statistical approaches, focusing on frequency. analysis, stylometric measures, and reliability
testing. Following that, we will consider how computational and statistical tools can be integrated,
examining case studies and challenges of combining methods. Finally, we will conclude with
future directions, looking at advances in artificial intelligence, ethical implications of automation,
and global perspectives on computational forensic practice.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

o SLO 5.1 describe computational methods used in forensic linguistics, including natural
language processing, machine learning, and automated transcription,

e SLO 5.2 apply statistical approaches such as frequency analysis, stylometric measures, and
reliability testing to linguistic evidence,

e SLO 5.3 analyse how computational and statistical tools can be integrated in forensic
practice, with reference to case studies and methodological challenges, and

e SLO 5.4 evaluate future directions in computational forensic linguistics, considering
advances in artificial intelligence, ethical implications, and global perspectives.
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5.1 Computational Methods in Forensic Linguistics

5.1.1 Natural language processing (NLP) applications

Natural language processing (NLP) refers to the use of computer systems to analyse and process
human language. In forensic linguistics, NLP can be applied to tasks such as detecting deceptive
language, identifying authorship, and analysing large volumes of digital communication. By
automating these processes, NLP helps forensic linguists handle data more efficiently and uncover
patterns that may not be visible through manual analysis.

Fill in the blank: Natural language processing refers to the use of systems to analyse
and process human language.

NLP APPLICATIONS IN FORENSIC LINGINSTICS

r
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+ Identiifing unique
writing patterns
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Figure 5.1: NLP applications in forensic linguistics
5.1.2'Machine learning techniques for authorship attribution

Machine learning is a branch of artificial intelligence that enables systems to learn from data and
improve performance over time. In forensic linguistics, machine learning techniques are used for
authorship attribution, which involves identifying the likely author of a disputed text. Algorithms
can be trained on known samples of writing to detect stylistic features and predict authorship with
high accuracy.

Fill in the blank: Machine learning enables systems to learn from and improve
performance over time.
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Plate 5.1: Machine learning techniques for authorship attribution
5.1.3 Automated transcription and text analysis

Automated transcription refers to theise of software to convert spoken language into written text.
This is particularly useful in forensic contexts where large volumes of recordings need to be
analysed quickly. Text analysis tools can then be applied to these transcripts to identify patterns,
detect deception, or highlight unusual language use. While automation increases efficiency,
forensic linguists must still check for accuracy and ensure that the tools are reliable.

Fill in the blank: Automated transeription refers to the use of to convert spoken
language into written text.
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Box 5.1: Benefits and limitations of automated transcription
Pilot questions 5.1

1. What is natural language processing, and how is.it applied in forensic linguistics?

2. Fill in the blank: Natural language processing refers to the use of systems to
analyse and process human language.

3. How is machine learning used for-authorship attribution in forensic linguistics?

4. Fill in the blank: Machine learning enables systems to learn from and improve
performance over time.

5. What is automated transeription, and what are its benefits and limitations in forensic
linguistics?

6. Fill in the blank: Automated transcription refers to the use of to convert
spoken language into written text.

5.2 Statistical Approaches to Linguistic Evidence

5.2.1 Frequency analysis and word distributions

Frequency analysis involves counting how often words or linguistic features appear in a text. This
method helps forensic linguists identify distinctive usage patterns that may point to a particular
author or context. Word distributions refer to the spread and variation of words across a text or
corpus, which can reveal stylistic tendencies or anomalies. These statistical measures provide
objective evidence that supports authorship attribution and deception detection.

Fill in the blank: Frequency analysis involves counting how often or linguistic
features appear in a text.
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Figure 5.2: Frequency analysis and word distributions
5.2.2 Stylometric measures and statisticalmodelling

Stylometry is the statistical study of writing style. Stylometric measures include sentence length,
vocabulary richness, and punctuationuse: These features can be modelled statistically to compare
disputed texts with known samples. Statistical modelling refers to the use of mathematical
frameworks to predict or explain linguistic behaviour. In forensic linguistics, these models help
quantify stylistic differences-and strengthen claims about authorship.

Fill in the blank: Stylometry is the statistical study of style.
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Plate 5.2: Stylometric measures in forensic linguistics
5.2.3 Reliability testing and error rates

Reliability testing ensures that statistical methods produce consistent results when applied to
linguistic evidence. Error rates measure how often a method produces incorrect conclusions; such
as misattributing authorship. Courts often require forensic linguists to demonstrate the reliability
of their methods and provide clear evidence of error rates. This transparency increases the
credibility of linguistic evidence in legal contexts.

Fill in the blank: Reliability testing ensures that statistical methods produce results
when applied to linguistic evidence.

RELIABILITY & ERROR RATES IN
FORENIC LINGUISTICS

:=Il, 1. Reliability testing: confirms
i L consistency of results

2. Error rates: measure frequency of
% incorrect conlusions

% 3. Transparency: strengthens credibility in
court

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Box 5.2: Reliability and error rates in forensic linguistics

Pilot questions'5:2

4

What is frequency analysis, and how is it applied in forensic linguistics?

Fill in the blank: Frequency analysis involves counting how often or linguistic
features appear in a text.

What is stylometry, and what features are commonly measured in stylometric analysis?
Fill in the blank: Stylometry is the statistical study of style.

Why are reliability testing and error rates important in forensic linguistics?

Fill in the blank: Reliability testing ensures that statistical methods produce

results when applied to linguistic evidence.

N

R - 2

5.4 Future Directions in Computational Forensic Linguistics

-
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5.4.1 Advances in artificial intelligence and deep learning

Artificial intelligence (Al) refers to computer systems designed to perform tasks that normally
require human intelligence, such as pattern recognition and decision-making. Deep learning is a
subset of Al that uses layered neural networks to process complex data. In forensic linguistics,
these advances enable more sophisticated authorship attribution, deception detection, and large-
scale text analysis. They allow systems to learn subtle stylistic features and improve accuracy over
time.

Fill in the blank: Deep learning is a subset of artificial intelligence that uses layered

APPLICATIONS OF Al & DEEP LEARNING
IN FORESIC LINGISTICS

1. AUTHORSIP ATTRIBUTION 2. DEECEPTION ANALYSIS 3. LARGE-SCALE TEXT PROCESSING

« Stylometric analysis »| ° Lingustic cue detection »| * Information extraction
« Neural network models + Predictve modeling + Topic modeling
« Writing style identiication « Credibillity assessent « Corpus pattern recogntion

ENHANCED ACCURACY & SCALABILITY

ADVANCED FORENSIC INSIGHTS

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 2

Figure 5.4: Advances in Al and deep learning for forensic linguistics
5.4.2 Ethical implications of automated tools

Thewuse of automated tools raises important ethical implications. These include concerns about
bias in algorithms, transparency of methods, and the risk of over-reliance on technology. Forensic
linguists must ensure that automated systems are used responsibly, with clear explanations of how
results. are generated. Ethical practice requires balancing efficiency with fairness and
accountability, especially when evidence is presented in court.

Fill in the blank: Ethical practice requires balancing efficiency with fairness and when
using automated forensic tools.

-
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Plate 5.4: Ethical implications of automated tools in forensic linguistics
5.4.3 Global perspectives on computational forensic practice

Global perspectives highlight how computational forensic linguistics is applied differently across
countries. Legal systems vary in their acceptance of automated evidence, and cultural differences
influence how language is interpreted. Studying these perspectives helps learners appreciate
diversity in forensic practice and anticipate challenges when working internationally. It also opens
opportunities for collaboration and the sharing of best practices across borders.

Fill in the blank:“Global perspectives highlight differences in legal systems and
influences on language interpretation.

GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES ON
COMPUATIONAL FORENSIC
PRACTICE

Variation in acceptence of automated
% evidence across countries
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Box 5.4: Global perspectives on computational forensic practice
Pilot questions 5.4

1. What role do artificial intelligence and deep learning play in forensic linguistics?

2. Fill in the blank: Deep learning is a subset of artificial intelligence that uses layered
networks to process complex data.

3. What ethical implications arise from the use of automated tools in forensic linguistics?

4. Fill in the blank: Ethical practice requires balancing efficiency withfairness. and
when using automated forensic tools.

5. What do global perspectives reveal about computational forensic practice?

6. Fill in the blank: Global perspectives highlight differences in legal systems and
influences on language interpretation.

Series Summary

This Series has focused on the computational and statistical tools that underpin modern forensic
linguistic analysis, highlighting their growing importance in handling large datasets and producing
reliable evidence. We began with computational methods, examining natural language processing,
machine learning techniques, and automated transcription. We then moved on to statistical
approaches, considering frequency analysis, stylometric measures, and reliability testing.
Following that, we explored how computational and statistical tools can be integrated, with case
studies and discussion of challenges. Finally, we concluded with future directions, looking at
advances in artificial intelligence, ethical implications, and global perspectives.

By completing this Series, you should now be able to describe computational methods (SLO 5.1),
apply statistical approaches to linguistic evidence (SLO 5.2), analyse integrated approaches using
computational and statistical tools (SLO 5.3), and evaluate future directions in computational
forensic linguistics (SLO 5.4). These outcomes provide you with a clear and practical skill set for
engaging with the technological and analytical dimensions of forensic linguistics.

Glossary of Terms

o artificial intelligence (Al): Computer systems designed to perform tasks that normally
require human intelligence, such as recognising patterns or making decisions.

o automated transcription: The use of software to convert spoken language into written text,
often applied to large volumes of recordings in forensic contexts.

e corpus methods: Approaches that use large collections of texts to identify linguistic
patterns and compare disputed samples with known data.

e deep learning: A subset of artificial intelligence that uses layered neural networks to
process complex data and detect subtle patterns.

-
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e error rates: Measures of how often a method produces incorrect conclusions, such as
misattributing authorship.

o frequency analysis: A statistical method that counts how often words or linguistic features
appear in a text.

o global perspectives: Recognition that forensic linguistic practices vary across countriesand
cultures, influenced by legal systems and cultural norms.

o machine learning: A branch of artificial intelligence that enables systems to learn from data
and improve performance over time.

o natural language processing (NLP): The use of computer systems to analyse.and process
human language, applied in tasks such as authorship detection and deception analysis.

o reliability testing: Procedures used to ensure that statistical methods produce consistent
results when applied to linguistic evidence.

 statistical modelling: The use of mathematical frameworks to predict or explain linguistic
behaviour, often applied to stylometric features.

o stylometry: The statistical study of writing style, focusing on features.such as sentence
length, vocabulary richness, and punctuation use.

o text analysis: The application of computational tools to written texts or transcripts to
identify patterns, detect deception, or highlight unusual language use.

Concept Check Questions [Series 5]

Objective Questions

1. Natural language processing refers to the use of systems to analyse and
process human language: (Linked to SLO 5.1)

2. Machine learning enables systems to learn from and improve performance
over time. (Linked to SLO 5.1)

3. Frequency analysis involves counting how often or linguistic features appear
in a text. (Linked to SLO 5.2)

4. Stylometry is the statistical study of style. (Linked to SLO 5.2)

5. Reliability testing ensures that statistical methods produce results when
applied to linguistic evidence. (Linked to SLO 5.2)

6. <Deep learning is a subset of artificial intelligence that uses layered networks

to process complex data. (Linked to SLO 5.4)
Short-Answer Questions

1. Define automated transcription and explain its benefits and limitations in forensic
linguistics. (Linked to SLO 5.1)

2. What are stylometric measures, and how are they applied in forensic linguistics? (Linked
to SLO 5.2)

3. Why are error rates important when presenting statistical evidence in court? (Linked to
SLO 5.2)

-
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4. How do corpus methods and statistical analysis complement each other in forensic
linguistics? (Linked to SLO 5.3)

5. What ethical implications arise from the use of automated tools in forensic linguistics?
(Linked to SLO 5.4)

6. What do global perspectives reveal about computational forensic practice? (Linked to SLO
54)

Long-Answer Questions

1. Analyse the role of natural language processing and machine learning in  forensic
linguistics, with examples of their applications. (Linked to SLO 5.1)

2. Evaluate the strengths and limitations of statistical approaches such as frequency analysis,
stylometry, and reliability testing in forensic linguistics. (Linked to SLO 5.2)

3. Discuss how computational and statistical tools can be integrated in forensic practice, using
case studies to illustrate their combined effectiveness. (Linked to SLO 5:3)

4. Assess the future directions of computational forensicdinguistics, considering advances in
artificial intelligence, ethical implications, and global perspectives. (Linked to SLO 5.4)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5]
Objective Questions

Computer
Data
Words
Writing
Consistent
Neural

oV kwnNRE

Short-Answer Questions

1. Automated transcription is the use of software to convert spoken language into written text.
Benefits include speed and efficiency, while limitations involve errors caused by accents,
background noise, or overlapping speech.

2. ~Stylometric measures include sentence length, vocabulary richness, and punctuation use.
They are applied to compare disputed texts with known samples to support authorship
attribution.

3. Error rates are important because they show how often a method produces incorrect
conclusions, ensuring transparency and credibility in court.

4.  Corpus methods identify linguistic patterns, while statistical analysis provides measurable
evidence. Together, they strengthen forensic claims by combining descriptive and
numerical proof.

5. Ethical implications include risks of bias in algorithms, lack of transparency, and over-
reliance on technology. Forensic linguists must ensure fairness and accountability.

6. Global perspectives reveal differences in legal systems and cultural influences on language
interpretation, highlighting the need for international collaboration.

o
D
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Long-Answer Questions

1. Basic response: NLP automates language analysis, while machine learning identifies
authorship by detecting stylistic features. Value-added response: NLP can process large
datasets for deception detection, while machine learning improves accuracy over time¢ by
training on known samples. Together, they enhance efficiency and reliability in forensic
practice.

2. Basic response: Frequency analysis and stylometry provide measurable evidence, while
reliability testing ensures consistency. Value-added response: These methods strengthen
credibility but face limitations such as misinterpretation of statistical outputs. Courts
demand transparency, making error rates critical for admissibility.

3. Basic response: Integration combines corpus methods with statistical analysis, making
evidence more persuasive. Value-added response: Case studies show that combining NLP
with stylometric modelling improves authorship attribution and deception detection.
Challenges include complexity and the need for interdisciplinary expertise.

4. Basic response: Future directions include Al, ethical considerations, and global
perspectives. Value-added response: Deep learning enhances subtle pattern recognition,
but ethical concerns about bias and transparency remain. Global perspectives highlight
diversity in legal systems, encouraging collaboration and shared best practices.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5]
Part 5.1 Computational methods in forensic linguistics

1. Natural language processing (NLP) is the use of computer systems to analyse and process
human language. It is applied in forensic linguistics for tasks such as authorship detection,
deception analysis, and-large-scale text processing.

2. Computer

3. Machine learning is used for authorship attribution by training algorithms on known
samples of writing to detect stylistic features and predict authorship.

4. Data

5. Automated transcription is the use of software to convert spoken language into written text.
Benefits include speed and efficiency, while limitations involve errors caused by accents,
background noise, or overlapping speech.

6. ~Software

Part 5:2Statisticahapproaches to linguistic evidence

1. Frequency analysis counts how often words or linguistic features appear in a text, helping
to identify distinctive usage patterns.

2.. Words

3. Stylometry is the statistical study of writing style. Common features measured include
sentence length, vocabulary richness, and punctuation use.

4. Writing

5. Reliability testing and error rates are important because they ensure consistency of results
and provide transparency about how often methods produce incorrect conclusions.
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6. Consistent
Part 5.3 Integrating computational and statistical tools

1. Corpus methods identify linguistic patterns, while statistical analysis provides measurable
evidence. Together, they complement each other by combining descriptive and numerical
proof.

2. Numerical

3. Case studies demonstrate how integrated approaches work in practice, such-as combining
corpus-based comparisons with stylometric modelling to resolve authorship disputes.

4. Statistical

5. Limitations include over-reliance on automation, complexity of statistical interpretation,
and the need for interdisciplinary expertise.

6. Human

Part 5.4 Future directions in computational forensic linguistics

1. Artificial intelligence and deep learning enhance forensic linguistics by enabling more
sophisticated authorship attribution, deception detection, and large-scale text analysis.

2. Neural

3. Ethical implications include risks of bias in algorithms; lack of transparency, and over-
reliance on technology.

4. Accountability

5. Global perspectives reveal differences inlegal systems and cultural influences on language
interpretation, highlighting opportunities for international collaboration.

6. Cultural

References and Attributions [Series 5]

This section compiles references; suggested sources, and attributions for the instructional
content, illustrations, and examples used in Series 5: Computational and Statistical Tools in
Forensic Linguistic Analysis. All entries are presented in APA style for clarity and consistency.

General References
e (Baayen, R. H. (2008). Analyzing linguistic data: A practical introduction to statistics
using R. Cambridge University Press.

e Grant, T. (2022). Forensic linguistics: Applying the science of language to law.
Routledge.

e Holmes, D. 1. (1998). The evolution of stylometry in forensic linguistics. Literary and
Linguistic Computing, 13(3), 111-117.

o Jurafsky, D., & Martin, J. H. (2023). Speech and language processing (3rd ed.). Draft
manuscript.

e Olsson, J., & Luchjenbroers, J. (2013). Forensic linguistics. Bloomsbury Academic.
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Figures
o Figure 5.1: NLP applications in forensic linguistics Al-generated placeholder. Prompt:
“Generate a diagram showing NLP applications in forensic linguistics: authorship
detection, deception analysis, large-scale text processing.” Search string: “NLP
applications forensic linguistics OER”

o Figure 5.2: Frequency analysis and word distributions Al-generated placeholder;
Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing frequency analysis and word distributions in
forensic linguistics.” Search string: “frequency analysis word distributions forensic
linguistics OER”

e Figure 5.3: Combining corpus methods with statistical analysis Al-generated
placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing integration of corpus methods and
statistical analysis in forensic linguistics.” Search string: “corpus statistical analysis
forensic linguistics OER”

e Figure 5.4: Advances in Al and deep learning for forensic linguistics Al-generated
placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a diagram showing applications of Al and deep learning
in forensic linguistics.” Search string: “Al deep learning forensic linguistics OER”

Plates
e Plate 5.1: Machine learning techniques for authorship attribution Al-generated
placeholder. Prompt: “Create an illustration of a computer system analysing text samples
for authorship attribution using machine learning.”” Search string: “machine learning
authorship attribution forensic linguistics OER”

e Plate 5.2: Stylometric measures in forensic linguistics Al-generated placeholder. Prompt:
“Create an illustration of stylometric analysis comparing disputed and known texts.”
Search string: “stylometry statistical modelling forensic linguistics OER”

e Plate 5.3: Case studies of integrated approaches in forensic linguistics Al-generated
placeholder. Prompt: “Create an illustration of a forensic linguist presenting integrated
computational and statistical findings in a courtroom.” Search string: “case studies
computational statistical forensic linguistics OER”

e Plate 5.4: Ethical implications of automated tools in forensic linguistics Al-generated
placeholder. Prompt: “Create an illustration of a forensic linguist weighing ethical
considerations in the use of automated tools.” Search string: “ethical implications
automated forensic linguistics OER”

Boxes
o Box5.1: Benefits and limitations of automated transcription Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a text box listing benefits and limitations of automated transcription in
forensic linguistics.” Search string: “automated transcription forensic linguistics OER”

e Box 5.2: Reliability and error rates in forensic linguistics Al-generated placeholder.
Prompt: “Generate a text box listing reliability and error rates in forensic linguistics.”
Search string: “reliability testing error rates forensic linguistics OER”

e Box 5.3: Challenges of integrating computational and statistical tools Al-generated
placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a text box listing challenges of integrating computational
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and statistical tools in forensic linguistics.” Search string: “integration challenges
computational statistical forensic linguistics OER”

e Box 5.4: Global perspectives on computational forensic practice Al-generated
placeholder. Prompt: “Generate a text box listing global perspectives on computational
forensic practice.” Search string: “global perspectives computational forensic linguistics
OER”

Suggested OER Search Strings
e “NLP applications forensic linguistics OER”

e “machine learning authorship attribution forensic linguistics OER”

e “automated transcription forensic linguistics OER”

o “frequency analysis word distributions forensic linguistics OER”

o “stylometry statistical modelling forensic linguistics OER”

o “reliability testing error rates forensic linguistics OER”

e “integration challenges computational statistical forensic linguistics OER”
o “ethical implications automated forensic linguistics OER”

o “global perspectives computational forensic linguistics OER”

-

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



