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Course code: FAA 431 

Course title: Figure and Landscape Painting 

Course credit load: 2 Units  

List of Series: 

Series 1: Interpretation of Form and Scenery 

Series 2: Visual Rendition and Composure 

Series 3: Design in Nature and Space Appropriation 

Series 4: Rendering Figures and Sceneries in Space 

Series 5: Drapery and Definition of Form 

 

1 Interpretation of Form and Scenery 

Series outline 

Part 1 (1.1): Foundations of Form Interpretation 

• Sub-Part 1.1.1: Meaning of Form in Painting 

• Sub-Part 1.1.2: Observing Form, Structure and Proportion 

• Sub-Part 1.1.3: Materials and Preparatory Studies 

Part 2 (1.2): Interpreting Scenery and the Natural Environment 

• Sub-Part 1.2.1: Meaning and Elements of Scenery 

• Sub-Part 1.2.2: Observing Space, Depth and Perspective 

• Sub-Part 1.2.3: Selecting and Organising Scenery 
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Part 3 (1.3): Form, Mood and Composure 

• Sub-Part 1.3.1: Understanding Mood in Visual Representation 

• Sub-Part 1.3.2: Composure, Pose and Visual Balance 

• Sub-Part 1.3.3: Relating Figure, Object and Environment 

Part 4 (1.4): Studio Interpretation of Figures and Scenery 

• Sub-Part 1.4.1: Translating Observation into Painted Form 

• Sub-Part 1.4.2: Single and Multi-Figural Themes 

• Sub-Part 1.4.3: Reviewing and Refining a Painted Study 

 

Introduction 

Painting becomes more convincing when you learn to interpret what you see rather than 

simply copy isolated outlines. In figure and landscape painting, you work with forms that 

have volume, proportion, surface, position and visual relationships. A human figure may 

appear in different poses, while scenery may contain natural and manufactured elements 

arranged at different distances. Your task is to observe these relationships and translate 

them into a coherent painted image. 

The aim of this Series is to help you develop a practical foundation for interpreting form 

and scenery in painting. You will learn to observe structure and proportion, analyse 

scenery and spatial relationships, recognise how mood and composure affect visual 

interpretation, and translate observed figures and environments into painted studies. 

We shall begin with the foundations of form interpretation, where you will examine form, 

structure, proportion and preparatory studies. Next, you will study scenery, focusing on 

its elements, spatial depth and organisation. We shall then consider mood and composure, 

including pose, visual balance and the relationship between figures and their 

environments. Finally, you will apply these ideas in studio interpretation of single and 

multi-figural themes and scenery, followed by a process of review and refinement. 
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Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 1.1 define form in painting and explain how structure and proportion support visual 

interpretation; 

SLO 1.2 analyse the major elements of scenery and apply principles of spatial observation when 

interpreting natural and manufactured environments; 

SLO 1.3 analyse mood, composure, pose and visual balance in figure and scenery studies; 

SLO 1.4 apply observational and compositional principles to produce and evaluate painted 

studies of figures and scenery. 

 

1.1 Foundations of Form Interpretation 

1.1.1 Meaning of Form in Painting 

In painting, form refers to the perceived three-dimensional character of a subject. When 

you look at a figure, object, tree, building or rock, you do not only see its outline. You 

also observe its height, width, depth, surface, direction and relationship to light. A 

successful painted interpretation therefore suggests how a subject occupies space. 

You can begin by separating form from shape. Shape is the two-dimensional area defined 

by an outline or boundary, while form suggests volume and three-dimensional presence. 

In a figure study, for example, the head can first be recognised as a shape, but its form 

becomes clearer when you consider the planes of the forehead, cheeks, jaw and other 

structural changes. 

Interpretation does not mean reproducing every visible detail. You select the visual 

information that best communicates the character of the subject. This is especially 

important when working from a live model or a complex landscape, because excessive 

detail can distract from the larger structure. 
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Fill in the blank: In painting, __________ suggests the three-dimensional character 

and volume of a subject. 

1.1.2 Observing Form, Structure and Proportion 

Before applying paint, train yourself to observe the large relationships within the subject. 

Look for the dominant axis, major masses, relative dimensions and points where forms 

change direction. In figure painting, the head, torso, pelvis and limbs can be considered 

as connected masses. In scenery, large masses may include the sky, landform, vegetation 

and buildings. 

Proportion concerns the relationship between parts and the whole. You can compare one 

dimension with another rather than judging each part independently. For example, when 

studying a seated figure, compare the height of the torso with the length of the legs and 

the width of the shoulders with the head. This approach helps you avoid distortions 

caused by concentrating too closely on one area. 

You can also use simple preliminary marks to establish the position and scale of major 

forms. These marks help you test relationships before committing to detailed painting. 

The goal is to create a reliable structure that can support later colour, tone and surface 

decisions. 

Fill in the blank: The relationship between the sizes of parts and the whole is called 

__________. 

1.1.3 Materials and Preparatory Studies 

Your choice of materials should support observation and revision. For preparatory work, 

you may use drawing paper or a sketchbook, pencils or charcoal, an eraser, a ruler when 

appropriate, and a suitable painting surface. Painting materials may include brushes, 

palette, water or solvent appropriate to the medium, pigments and a support such as 

paper, board or canvas. 



 

 la-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION 
STUDENTS 

A preparatory study is a small or preliminary investigation made before a more 

developed painting. You can use it to test proportion, placement, value relationships, 

pose, cropping or the overall arrangement of the subject. Such studies are particularly 

useful when a scene contains several figures or a mixture of natural and manufactured 

forms. 

Keep your materials organised so that they do not interrupt observation. Your main 

purpose at this stage is not to produce a finished artwork, but to establish the visual 

decisions that will make the later painting more coherent. 

Fill in the blank: A preliminary investigation used to test visual decisions before a 

developed painting is called a __________ study. 

Figure 1.1 Basic studio materials for interpreting form and scenery.  

Pilot Questions 1.1 

1. Form in painting is best understood as: a) A flat colour area only  b) The perceived 

three-dimensional character of a subject  c) A decorative border  d) A random brush mark 
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2. Which observation is most useful when establishing the structure of a figure? a) Major 

masses and their relationships  b) Only the colour of the clothing  c) Decorative details 

first  d) Background texture only 

3. Proportion concerns: a) The relationship between sizes of parts and the whole  b) The 

number of brushes used  c) The speed of painting  d) The choice of frame 

4. A preparatory study is mainly used to: a) Test visual decisions before a developed 

work  b) Replace observation  c) Add a frame  d) Eliminate revision 

5. Why should you begin a complex painting with larger relationships? a) They establish 

structure before details  b) They make detail unnecessary  c) They prevent observation  d) 

They determine the price of a painting 

1.2 Interpreting Scenery and the Natural Environment 

1.2.1 Meaning and Elements of Scenery 

Scenery is the visible environment in which a subject is located or through which a scene 

is understood. In landscape painting, scenery may include landforms, vegetation, water, 

sky, roads and buildings. In a built environment, it may include walls, roofs, streets, 

furniture and other manufactured elements. You interpret scenery by identifying its major 

components and considering how they work together. 

Start by identifying the dominant features of the scene. Ask yourself what attracts your 

attention first, which forms establish the character of the place, and which elements 

support the main subject. A landscape around a university campus, for instance, might 

combine trees, pathways, buildings, students and open sky. You do not need to give every 

element equal emphasis. 

The appearance of scenery changes with weather, time of day, viewpoint and lighting. 

These changes influence what you see and therefore affect your interpretation. Careful 

observation allows you to decide which features should be emphasised in your painting. 
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Fill in the blank: Scenery is the visible __________ in which a subject is located or 

through which a scene is understood. 

1.2.2 Observing Space, Depth and Perspective 

When you paint scenery, you need to create a convincing sense of space on a flat surface. 

You can observe depth through relative size, overlap, placement, atmospheric effects and 

perspective. Objects that are closer often appear larger, while distant objects tend to 

occupy less visual space. 

Overlap is another useful clue. When one form partly covers another, you can infer which 

form is in front. Roads, paths, walls and building edges can also provide directional lines 

that help you understand perspective. You should observe these relationships before 

deciding how to place them on your painting surface. 

The horizon or eye-level relationship is important when interpreting a scene. Your 

viewpoint affects how much of the ground or top surfaces of objects you can see. Rather 

than applying a formula mechanically, observe the actual scene and use perspective 

principles to explain what you see. 

Fill in the blank: The visual principle in which nearer objects generally appear 

larger than distant objects helps create a sense of __________. 

1.2.3 Selecting and Organising Scenery 

A good scenery study begins with purposeful selection. You may choose a wide view, a 

focused section of a landscape, or a combination of natural and manufactured elements. 

Consider the boundaries of the painting surface and decide what should enter the 

composition and what should be excluded. 

You can make a quick thumbnail sketch before painting. In the sketch, indicate the major 

masses, dominant direction, areas of emphasis and approximate light-dark relationships. 
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This helps you avoid beginning with isolated details that later become difficult to 

organise. 

In Nigerian environments, you may find useful subjects in streets, markets, campuses, 

rural landscapes, coastal areas, parks and residential settings. The purpose is not to make 

the location decorative, but to observe how its natural and built forms occupy and define 

space. 

Fill in the blank: A small preliminary drawing used to test the arrangement of a 

composition is commonly called a __________ sketch. 

 

Pilot Questions 1.2 

1. Which of the following can form part of scenery? a) Vegetation  b) Buildings  c) Water  

d) All of the above 

2. A useful visual clue for depth is: a) Overlap  b) Random colour placement  c) Equal 

size of all objects  d) Removing the horizon 

3. Objects that are nearer to the viewer generally appear: a) Smaller  b) Larger  c) 

Invisible  d) Unchanged in every situation 

4. A thumbnail sketch helps an artist to: a) Test the arrangement of major elements  b) 

Finish surface details  c) Avoid composition  d) Replace observation 

5. Why should you select and organise scenery before detailed painting? a) To establish 

what enters the composition and how elements relate  b) To eliminate all background 

forms  c) To avoid spatial observation  d) To make every element equally prominent 
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1.3 Form, Mood and Composure 

1.3.1 Understanding Mood in Visual Representation 

Mood is the emotional atmosphere communicated by a visual work. In figure and 

landscape painting, mood can be influenced by lighting, colour, value, pose, gesture, 

setting and the organisation of space. A quiet landscape may communicate calmness 

through restrained movement and balanced relationships, while a crowded scene may 

suggest activity through stronger directional relationships and varied forms. 

When you observe a model or environment, ask what emotional quality the scene appears 

to communicate. Avoid treating mood as something that must be added only after the 

drawing or painting is complete. It can influence your decisions from the beginning, 

including the viewpoint you select and the elements you emphasise. 

Mood should support the subject rather than overpower it. If the aim is to interpret a 

figure naturally, for example, exaggerated visual effects may distract from the pose and 

character of the model. You should therefore consider mood as one part of a larger visual 

system. 

Fill in the blank: The emotional atmosphere communicated by a visual work is 

known as its __________. 

1.3.2 Composure, Pose and Visual Balance 

Composure refers to the way elements are arranged and held together within a visual 

composition. In figure painting, the pose of a model strongly affects the character of the 

work. A standing, seated, leaning or moving figure produces different directional 

relationships and different distributions of visual weight. 

Visual balance occurs when the elements of a composition appear sufficiently related in 

weight, position and emphasis. Balance does not always require symmetry. You can 
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create an asymmetrical composition that still feels stable when a smaller but stronger 

element counterbalances a larger, quieter area. 

Observe the line of action in a figure, the direction of the shoulders and pelvis, the 

position of the limbs, and the relationship between the figure and the surrounding space. 

These observations help you interpret the pose rather than merely copying the outline of 

the body. 

Fill in the blank: The arrangement that allows the elements of a composition to 

work together as a coherent whole is called __________. 

1.3.3 Relating Figure, Object and Environment 

A figure should not appear to float separately from its environment. The position of the 

feet, contact with furniture or ground, cast shadows, surrounding objects and spatial scale 

all help establish a relationship between figure and setting. The same principle applies to 

objects in a landscape or still-life environment. 

When working with more than one figure, compare their relative heights, positions and 

gestures. Look for interactions such as facing, turning, sitting, standing or movement in a 

shared direction. These relationships can create visual rhythm and help communicate the 

theme of the scene. 

You can strengthen unity by observing repeated shapes, directions, values or colours 

across the composition. For example, a figure's gesture may echo the direction of a tree 

branch or architectural element. Such relationships make the painting feel connected 

rather than assembled from unrelated parts. 

Fill in the blank: A figure's relationship with the ground, furniture and surrounding 

objects helps establish its position within the __________. 



 

 la-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION 
STUDENTS 

 

Pilot Questions 1.3 

1. Mood in a painting refers to: a) The emotional atmosphere communicated by the work  

b) The size of the canvas  c) The number of brushes used  d) The frame design 

2. A model's pose can influence: a) Visual direction and compositional character  b) Only 

the background colour  c) The size of the canvas  d) The cost of materials 

3. Visual balance: a) Always requires symmetry  b) Concerns relationships of visual 

weight, position and emphasis  c) Removes asymmetry  d) Means every element has 

equal size 

4. Why should a figure be related to its environment? a) To establish position, scale and 

spatial connection  b) To hide the figure  c) To remove the setting  d) To avoid observing 

contact points 

5. Repeated directions, shapes or values can help: a) Create unity within a composition  

b) Eliminate the subject  c) Prevent visual relationships  d) Make every object identical 

 

1.4 Studio Interpretation of Figures and Scenery 

1.4.1 Translating Observation into Painted Form 

After observing the subject, translate your observations into a sequence of manageable 

painting decisions. Begin with placement and major shapes, establish the principal forms, 

and then develop tonal or colour relationships. At each stage, compare the painting with 

the subject rather than relying entirely on memory. 

You can simplify complex forms into larger masses before describing smaller features. In 

a figure, for example, the torso and limbs can first be treated as connected masses. In 
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scenery, the sky, land, vegetation and buildings can be organised as larger areas before 

smaller details are introduced. 

As you develop the painting, continually check proportion, spatial position, dominant 

direction and the relationship between the subject and its surroundings. If a major 

relationship is incorrect, correcting it early is usually easier than trying to disguise the 

problem with additional detail. 

Fill in the blank: When translating observation into a painting, begin by 

establishing the major forms and their __________. 

1.4.2 Single and Multi-Figural Themes 

A single-figural theme gives you an opportunity to concentrate on pose, proportion, form, 

mood and the relationship between one model and the surrounding space. You can study 

the model from different viewpoints and compare how changes in pose affect the 

composition. 

A multi-figural theme introduces additional relationships. You must consider the relative 

positions, scale, gestures and interactions of the figures as well as the space they share. 

Avoid treating each figure as an isolated drawing. Instead, observe the group as one 

organised visual structure. 

For studio practice, begin with a broad compositional plan. Identify the dominant figure 

or action, then place the supporting figures and environmental elements in relation to it. 

This approach helps the painting communicate the intended theme without losing spatial 

coherence. 

Fill in the blank: In a multi-figural composition, the figures should be considered as 

part of one organised visual __________. 
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1.4.3 Reviewing and Refining a Painted Study 

Evaluation is part of studio practice. After completing a stage of your painting, step back 

and examine the whole work. Check whether the forms are proportionate, whether the 

figures occupy believable positions, whether the scenery supports the theme, and whether 

the mood and composure are communicated clearly. 

You can also compare the painting with your preparatory sketch and the observed 

subject. Identify what has improved and what needs revision. Useful questions include: Is 

the dominant form clear? Is the composition balanced? Do the figures relate convincingly 

to the environment? Does the scenery establish sufficient depth? Does the visual 

treatment support the intended mood? 

Keep dated studies and short notes about your decisions. This creates a record of your 

development and helps you identify recurring strengths and weaknesses. The purpose of 

evaluation is not simply to find errors, but to develop a more deliberate and reflective 

studio practice. 

Fill in the blank: Reviewing a painting against the observed subject and 

preparatory studies helps you identify areas that require __________. 
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Plate 1.2 Reviewing and refining a painted study.  

Pilot Questions 1.4 

1. A useful first stage when translating observation into painting is to: a) Establish 

placement and major forms  b) Paint the smallest details  c) Ignore proportion  d) Add a 

frame 

2. In a multi-figural theme, you should: a) Treat every figure as unrelated  b) Consider the 

figures as one organised visual structure  c) Ignore the surrounding space  d) Use equal 

poses for all figures 

3. Why should you step back while reviewing a painting? a) To assess the whole 

composition and major relationships  b) To avoid observing the work  c) To make details 

disappear  d) To change the subject 

4. Keeping dated studies can help you: a) Track development and identify recurring 

strengths and weaknesses  b) Avoid revision  c) Replace studio practice  d) Eliminate 

observation 
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5. Which question is most useful during evaluation? a) Do the figures relate convincingly 

to their environment?  b) How quickly can I finish?  c) Can I avoid checking proportion?  

d) Can I remove all scenery? 
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Series Summary 

This Series has introduced you to the interpretation of form and scenery as a foundation 

for figure and landscape painting. You began by examining form, structure and 

proportion, and by considering how preparatory studies can support accurate observation. 

You then explored scenery, including its natural and manufactured elements, and 

examined visual cues such as overlap, relative size and perspective that help establish 

depth. 

Next, you considered mood and composure. You learned that mood can be influenced by 

visual decisions such as lighting, colour, pose and spatial organisation, while composure 

concerns the way elements are arranged and held together. You also examined how 

figures, objects and environments can be related through position, scale, contact, gesture 

and repeated visual relationships. 

Finally, you applied these principles to studio interpretation. You learned to translate 

observation into major painted forms, approach single and multi-figural themes as 

organised compositions, and evaluate painted studies through comparison with the 

observed subject and preparatory work. These skills provide a foundation for the later 

study of visual rendition, design in nature, spatial appropriation, rendering, and the 

definition of form through drapery. 

By working through these Parts, you have developed the foundation to define and 

interpret form, analyse scenery and spatial relationships, analyse mood and composure, 

and apply observational and compositional principles to figure and scenery studies. 

Glossary of Terms 

Balance: The visual distribution of weight, emphasis and position among elements in a 

composition. 

Composure: The organised arrangement of visual elements so that they work together as 

a coherent composition. 
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Form: The perceived three-dimensional character or volume of a subject in a visual work. 

Mood: The emotional atmosphere communicated by a visual work. 

Perspective: A system or set of visual relationships used to represent spatial depth and 

position on a flat surface. 

Proportion: The relationship between the sizes of parts and the whole. 

Scenery: The visible natural or manufactured environment represented in a scene. 

Spatial depth: The visual impression that forms occupy different distances or positions in 

space. 

Thumbnail sketch: A small preliminary drawing used to test composition and the 

arrangement of major elements. 

Visual balance: The perceived stability created through relationships of visual weight, 

position and emphasis. 

Concept Check Questions 1 

Objective questions 

1. Which statement best explains form in painting? a) A flat outline only  b) The 

perceived three-dimensional character of a subject  c) A decorative pattern  d) A frame 

around a picture (Linked to SLO 1.1) 

2. Which method can help you establish proportion during observation? a) Comparing 

relative dimensions  b) Painting details first  c) Ignoring the whole subject  d) Using 

equal sizes for all forms (Linked to SLO 1.1) 

3. Which visual cue can help communicate depth in scenery? a) Overlap and relative size  

b) Equal scale throughout  c) Removing the background  d) Random placement (Linked 

to SLO 1.2) 



 

 la-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION 
STUDENTS 

4. Which factor can contribute to mood in a painting? a) Lighting, colour, pose and 

spatial organisation  b) Frame size alone  c) Number of brushes only  d) Paper thickness 

only (Linked to SLO 1.3) 

Short-answer questions 

5. Define form in painting and explain why observing major masses is useful when 

interpreting a figure or scenery. (Linked to SLO 1.1) 

6. Explain two visual cues that can help you communicate spatial depth when painting 

scenery. (Linked to SLO 1.2) 

7. Describe how pose and visual balance can influence the interpretation of a figure. 

(Linked to SLO 1.3) 

Long-answer questions 

8. Analyse how observation of form, proportion and scenery can guide the development 

of a figure and landscape painting from preparatory study to painted interpretation. 

(Linked to SLO 1.4) 

Basic response: Careful observation helps you establish major forms, proportion and 

spatial relationships before developing the painting. Preparatory studies allow you to test 

placement and composition, while later painting develops the observed forms, scenery 

and relationships. 

Value-added response: Observation is not simply a copying exercise. It provides the 

evidence needed to make deliberate decisions about scale, structure, viewpoint, spatial 

depth and emphasis. A preparatory study can expose structural problems before colour 

and surface detail are developed. During painting, repeated comparison with the model or 

scene allows you to refine the relationships among figures, objects and environment, 

producing a more coherent interpretation. 
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9. Evaluate the importance of mood and composure when interpreting single and multi-

figural themes in a shared environment. (Linked to SLO 1.3) 

Basic response: Mood communicates an emotional atmosphere, while composure 

concerns how the visual elements are organised. Pose, lighting, colour, position and 

spatial relationships can influence the mood and balance of a figure composition. 

Value-added response: In a multi-figural theme, mood and composure operate through 

relationships rather than through isolated figures. The direction of gestures, relative 

positions, visual weight and the surrounding environment can establish tension, calmness, 

activity or stillness. By observing these relationships before painting, you can make 

compositional choices that support the intended theme without sacrificing believable 

spatial organisation. 

Answers to Concept Check Questions 1 

1. b) The perceived three-dimensional character of a subject. 

2. a) Comparing relative dimensions. 

3. a) Overlap and relative size. 

4. a) Lighting, colour, pose and spatial organisation. 

5. Form is the perceived three-dimensional character of a subject. Observing major 

masses helps you establish the structure and relationships of the subject before details are 

developed. 

6. Overlap and relative size can communicate depth. Overlapping forms indicate which 

objects are in front, while relative size can suggest differences in distance from the 

viewer. 
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7. Pose establishes directional relationships and affects the visual character of a figure. 

Visual balance helps the figure and surrounding elements feel organised and stable within 

the composition. 

8. See responses above. 

9. See responses above. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 1 

Part 1 (Foundations of Form Interpretation) 

1. b 

2. a 

3. a 

4. a 

5. a 

Part 2 (Interpreting Scenery and the Natural Environment) 

1. d 

2. a 

3. b 

4. a 

5. a 

Part 3 (Form, Mood and Composure) 

1. a 
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2. a 

3. b 

4. a 

5. a 

Part 4 (Studio Interpretation of Figures and Scenery) 

1. a 

2. b 

3. a 

4. a 

5. a 
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2 Visual Rendition and Composure 

Series outline 

Part 1 (2.1): Principles of Visual Rendition 

• Sub-Part 2.1.1: Meaning and Purpose of Visual Rendition 

• Sub-Part 2.1.2: Observation, Selection and Simplification 

• Sub-Part 2.1.3: Translating Observation into Painted Marks 

Part 2 (2.2): Tone, Colour and Surface Description 

• Sub-Part 2.2.1: Value and Tonal Relationships 

• Sub-Part 2.2.2: Colour Relationships in Figure and Landscape Painting 

• Sub-Part 2.2.3: Brushwork and Surface Character 

Part 3 (2.3): Composure, Pose and Visual Balance 

• Sub-Part 2.3.1: Figure Pose and Gesture 

• Sub-Part 2.3.2: Compositional Balance and Visual Weight 

• Sub-Part 2.3.3: Mood and Composure in Single and Multi-Figural Themes 

Part 4 (2.4): Developing a Coherent Visual Rendition 

• Sub-Part 2.4.1: Organising the Painting from General to Particular 

• Sub-Part 2.4.2: Integrating Figures, Objects and Scenery 

• Sub-Part 2.4.3: Reviewing and Refining Visual Rendition 

 

Introduction 

Visual rendition is the process of translating what you observe into a convincing visual 

statement. In figure and landscape painting, you are not simply recording outlines. You 
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are interpreting form, tone, colour, surface, pose and spatial relationships so that the 

finished painting communicates the character of the subject. The quality of this 

interpretation depends on what you notice, what you select and how deliberately you 

organise the visual information. 

The aim of this Series is to help you develop greater control over visual rendition and 

composure. You will examine how observation can be simplified into useful painted 

marks, how tonal and colour relationships describe form and environment, and how pose, 

balance and mood contribute to a coherent composition. 

We shall begin with the principles of visual rendition, focusing on observation, selection, 

simplification and the translation of what you see into painted marks. Next, we will 

examine tone, colour and surface description as tools for communicating form and 

atmosphere. We will then study pose, gesture, visual weight, balance and mood in figure 

compositions. Finally, you will bring these elements together by organising a painting 

from general to particular, integrating figures with objects and scenery, and reviewing the 

finished rendition. 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 2.1 explain the principles of visual rendition and apply observation and 

simplification when interpreting figures and scenery; 

SLO 2.2 analyse tonal, colour and surface relationships used to describe form and 

environment; 

SLO 2.3 analyse pose, gesture, visual weight and mood in relation to composure and 

balance; 

SLO 2.4 apply visual rendition principles to develop, integrate and evaluate coherent 

figure and scenery paintings. 
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2.1 Principles of Visual Rendition 

2.1.1 Meaning and Purpose of Visual Rendition 

Visual rendition refers to the way you translate an observed subject into a visual 

representation. The subject may be a human figure, a single object, a landscape or a scene 

containing several elements. Your rendition depends on how you interpret the visible 

relationships of shape, form, tone, colour, texture, position and space. 

A visual rendition is not necessarily a literal copy. You may emphasise a major feature, 

reduce unnecessary detail or adjust the organisation of forms while retaining the essential 

character of the subject. What matters is that your choices are intentional and that the 

painting communicates the observed subject effectively. 

In figure painting, visual rendition can communicate the structure, pose and character of a 

model. In landscape painting, it can communicate the scale, atmosphere and organisation 

of natural and manufactured forms. In both cases, careful observation is the starting point 

for a convincing result. 

Fill in the blank: The process of translating an observed subject into a visual 

representation is called visual __________. 

2.1.2 Observation, Selection and Simplification 

Observation requires you to look carefully before making major painting decisions. 

Identify the dominant forms, major directions, light and dark areas, colour relationships 

and spatial positions. You should first understand the whole scene before concentrating 

on small details. 

Selection means deciding which visual information deserves emphasis. A crowded 

environment may contain many objects, but the painting does not need to give every 

object equal attention. You can select the elements that communicate the theme, establish 

the setting or strengthen the composition. 
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Simplification reduces complex visual information into manageable forms without losing 

the essential structure of the subject. You can group similar shapes, combine small details 

into larger areas and describe complicated surfaces with a few purposeful marks. This is 

especially useful when working under limited studio time. 

Fill in the blank: Reducing complex visual information into simpler forms while 

retaining its essential character is called __________. 

2.1.3 Translating Observation into Painted Marks 

Your marks are the visible evidence of your interpretation. A mark may be broad, 

narrow, soft, firm, broken, continuous, transparent or opaque depending on the medium 

and the effect you want. The direction and character of a mark can also suggest the 

structure or movement of a form. 

When painting a rounded object or figure, marks that follow the direction of the form can 

strengthen the impression of volume. In a landscape, horizontal, diagonal or vertical 

marks can help distinguish land, water, vegetation and architectural structures. The aim is 

not to make every mark descriptive, but to make the marks work together. 

Begin with the larger relationships and allow smaller marks to support them. If you 

develop surface marks before establishing the major structure, you may produce a 

detailed painting that lacks convincing form or compositional unity. 

Fill in the blank: The visible evidence of your interpretation created by brush or 

other painting tools is expressed through painted __________. 
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Figure 2.1 Observation, simplification and visual rendition.  

Pilot Questions 2.1 

1. Visual rendition refers to: a) Translating an observed subject into a visual 

representation  b) Framing a painting  c) Cleaning brushes  d) Measuring a canvas 

2. Selection in visual rendition involves: a) Giving every detail equal emphasis  b) 

Choosing visual information that supports the subject and composition  c) Removing the 

subject  d) Avoiding observation 

3. Simplification is useful because it: a) Reduces complex information into manageable 

forms  b) Eliminates structure  c) Prevents interpretation  d) Requires every detail to be 

painted 

4. A painted mark can contribute to: a) The description of form and movement  b) Only 

the frame  c) Only the paper size  d) The storage of materials 
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5. Why should major relationships be established before small details? a) To support 

structure and compositional unity  b) To avoid painting  c) To remove observation  d) To 

make all marks identical 

 

2.2 Tone, Colour and Surface Description 

2.2.1 Value and Tonal Relationships 

Value describes the relative lightness or darkness of a colour or painted area. Tonal 

relationships are important because they help you distinguish planes, depth and form. 

Even when colour is limited, clear differences between light and dark can make a figure 

or object appear more solid. 

Start by identifying the main light source and observing how it affects the subject. Light-

facing planes may appear lighter, while turned or obstructed planes may appear darker. 

Cast shadows can also indicate contact and spatial position. Rather than treating every 

tonal change separately, group related areas into larger value families. 

A useful studio exercise is to reduce a scene to a few broad light and dark groups. This 

allows you to check whether the major structure is clear before you introduce more subtle 

transitions. 

Fill in the blank: The relative lightness or darkness of a colour or painted area is 

called __________. 

2.2.2 Colour Relationships in Figure and Landscape Painting 

Colour becomes more convincing when you observe relationships rather than isolated 

pigment names. Consider hue, lightness, intensity and temperature, as well as the 

influence of neighbouring colours. A skin area, for example, may appear different 

depending on whether it is surrounded by warm or cool colours. 
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In landscape painting, atmospheric conditions can influence colour relationships. Distant 

forms may appear less distinct, while changes in light can affect the apparent colour of 

vegetation, buildings, roads and water. You should observe these changes rather than 

relying on a fixed colour formula for every scene. 

Colour can also contribute to mood. Warm and cool relationships, strong or subdued 

intensities, and areas of contrast can affect the atmosphere of the painting. Use these 

relationships deliberately so that colour supports the form and theme. 

Fill in the blank: The relationship among hue, lightness, intensity and temperature 

contributes to the effective use of __________ in painting. 

2.2.3 Brushwork and Surface Character 

Brushwork refers to the visible manner in which paint is applied. The size, shape, 

pressure, direction and loading of a brush can influence the character of a painted surface. 

Smooth passages may suit some forms, while broken or directional marks may be useful 

for vegetation, fabric or textured surfaces. 

Surface character should support the subject. You can vary brushwork to distinguish hard 

manufactured surfaces from softer natural forms. For example, a building may benefit 

from more controlled edges and directional marks, while foliage can be suggested with 

grouped, varied strokes rather than individual painted leaves. 

Avoid making every area equally active. Some surfaces can remain quieter so that 

important forms receive greater visual emphasis. This variation helps the painting 

maintain composure while still communicating material differences. 

Fill in the blank: The visible manner in which paint is applied to a surface is known 

as __________. 
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Pilot Questions 2.2 

1. Value describes: a) Relative lightness or darkness  b) Canvas size  c) Brush storage  d) 

Frame thickness 

2. Grouping related light and dark areas helps you: a) Establish major tonal structure  b) 

Eliminate form  c) Avoid observation  d) Make every area equally dark 

3. Effective colour observation considers: a) Relationships among hue, lightness, 

intensity and temperature  b) Pigment names only  c) Brush size only  d) Canvas shape 

only 

4. Brushwork can help communicate: a) Surface character and material differences  b) 

Only the painting's price  c) The frame size  d) The artist's location 

5. Why should some areas remain quieter? a) To create emphasis and compositional 

composure  b) To remove the subject  c) To prevent colour relationships  d) To avoid 

painting 

2.3 Composure, Pose and Visual Balance 

2.3.1 Figure Pose and Gesture 

Pose is the position and arrangement of the body at a particular moment. Gesture refers to 

the overall movement, direction or action suggested by the figure. When you study a 

model, observe the main flow of the body before concentrating on individual anatomical 

details. 

Look for the relationship between the head, shoulders, torso, pelvis and limbs. The line of 

action can help you recognise the dominant movement. A figure leaning forward, 

standing upright or turning sideways creates different directional forces within the 

composition. 
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Gesture does not mean exaggerating every pose. Instead, it helps you identify what 

makes the pose visually distinctive. Your painting should retain the essential movement 

and balance of the observed figure. 

Fill in the blank: The overall movement or action suggested by a figure is commonly 

described as its __________. 

2.3.2 Compositional Balance and Visual Weight 

Visual weight is the degree to which an element attracts attention or appears to occupy 

compositional importance. Size, contrast, colour intensity, placement, detail and 

directional emphasis can all affect visual weight. 

Compositional balance is achieved when these visual weights work together. A large 

figure placed on one side of a painting may be balanced by a smaller but strongly 

contrasting object elsewhere. Balance can therefore be symmetrical or asymmetrical. 

When you organise a figure and scenery, check whether one area is unintentionally 

dominating the painting. You can adjust size, position, tonal contrast, colour intensity or 

detail to strengthen the intended hierarchy. 

Fill in the blank: The perceived visual importance or attention-attracting strength 

of an element is called visual __________. 

2.3.3 Mood and Composure in Single and Multi-Figural Themes 

Mood and composure are closely connected to the arrangement of figures, objects and 

surrounding space. A single figure can communicate stillness or tension through pose, 

direction, lighting and empty space. A group of figures can communicate interaction or 

activity through gesture, spacing and relative positions. 

In a multi-figural theme, avoid arranging figures as unrelated individual portraits. 

Observe how one figure responds to another through gaze, gesture, orientation and 

distance. The surrounding scenery can reinforce these relationships by providing 
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pathways, architectural directions, vegetation or other forms that connect the figures 

visually. 

Composure also depends on restraint. If every figure, object and background area 

receives the same level of contrast and detail, the painting may become visually noisy. 

You can maintain composure by establishing a clear hierarchy of emphasis. 

Fill in the blank: A clear hierarchy of emphasis helps a multi-figural painting 

maintain visual __________. 

Pilot Questions 2.3 

1. Pose refers to: a) The position and arrangement of the body  b) The frame around a 

painting  c) The number of colours used  d) The painting surface 

2. Gesture helps an artist identify: a) Overall movement and action  b) Canvas thickness  

c) Brush storage  d) Frame design 

3. Visual weight can be influenced by: a) Size, contrast, colour intensity and placement  

b) Paper brand only  c) Brush cleaning only  d) Studio lighting only 

4. Balance in composition: a) Must always be symmetrical  b) Can be symmetrical or 

asymmetrical  c) Removes visual hierarchy  d) Requires equal detail everywhere 

5. A clear hierarchy of emphasis helps a painting: a) Maintain composure  b) Eliminate 

figures  c) Prevent observation  d) Make every area equally dominant 

 

2.4 Developing a Coherent Visual Rendition 

2.4.1 Organising the Painting from General to Particular 

A coherent painting is easier to develop when you work from broad relationships toward 

particular details. Begin by establishing the placement and scale of the major forms. Then 
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develop large value and colour relationships before refining edges, surfaces and smaller 

features. 

Working from general to particular allows you to compare the whole painting at every 

stage. If the major forms are already functioning, smaller decisions can strengthen them. 

If the overall composition is weak, adding detail will not solve the underlying problem. 

You can pause at several stages and ask whether the painting still communicates the 

intended subject when viewed from a distance. This check encourages you to maintain 

the larger structure while developing detail. 

Fill in the blank: Developing a painting from broad relationships toward smaller 

details is working from the __________ to the particular. 

2.4.2 Integrating Figures, Objects and Scenery 

Integration means making the elements of a painting appear to belong to the same visual 

world. A figure should occupy a believable position in relation to the ground, furniture, 

buildings, vegetation or other environmental elements. Lighting, scale, overlap and 

colour relationships can help establish this connection. 

When several elements share a scene, observe how they are affected by the same light 

and atmosphere. Similar environmental conditions can create relationships among the 

figure, objects and background. This does not mean every element must have identical 

colour or detail, but they should not appear visually disconnected. 

You can also use repeated directions, shapes or colours to connect separate areas. For 

example, the direction of a figure's gesture may echo a pathway or architectural line, 

creating a visual link between the subject and the environment. 

Fill in the blank: Making figures, objects and scenery appear to belong to the same 

visual world is called visual __________. 
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2.4.3 Reviewing and Refining Visual Rendition 

Reviewing a visual rendition requires you to consider both accuracy and interpretation. 

Compare the painting with your reference or model, but also examine whether your 

visual choices communicate the intended mood, hierarchy and compositional structure. 

Check the painting at different distances. From close range, examine brushwork, edges 

and surface relationships. From farther away, assess the dominant forms, value pattern, 

colour organisation, balance and overall readability. This change of viewing distance can 

reveal problems that are easy to overlook while working closely. 

Revision should be purposeful. You may strengthen a weak focal area, reduce 

unnecessary contrast, correct a proportion, simplify a background or adjust a colour 

relationship. Record the major changes you make and why you made them. This develops 

reflective studio practice and prepares you for more complex figure and scenery work. 

Fill in the blank: Reviewing a painting at different distances helps you assess both 

details and the overall visual __________. 

 

Plate 2.2 Reviewing and refining visual rendition. 
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Pilot Questions 2.4 

1. Working from general to particular means: a) Establishing broad relationships before 

smaller details  b) Painting details first  c) Ignoring composition  d) Avoiding colour 

2. Integration in a painting helps: a) Figures, objects and scenery appear to belong to the 

same visual world  b) Remove environmental relationships  c) Separate every element 

completely  d) Eliminate spatial depth 

3. Which can help integrate a figure with its environment? a) Lighting, scale, overlap and 

colour relationships  b) Random placement  c) Equal detail everywhere  d) Removing the 

ground 

4. Viewing a painting from a distance helps you assess: a) Overall forms, value pattern 

and compositional structure  b) Brush storage  c) Canvas packaging  d) Frame thickness 

only 

5. Purposeful revision may involve: a) Strengthening a focal area or simplifying a 

background  b) Adding detail everywhere  c) Ignoring proportion  d) Removing all 

contrast 
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Series Summary 

This Series has developed your understanding of visual rendition and composure in figure 

and landscape painting. You began by examining visual rendition as the translation of 

observed subjects into visual representations. You learned to observe carefully, select 

important information, simplify complex forms and use painted marks purposefully. 

You then studied tone, colour and surface description. Value and tonal relationships help 

establish form and depth, while colour relationships contribute to the description of 

figures, objects and environments and can influence mood. Brushwork can also 

distinguish surface character and material differences. 

Next, you examined pose, gesture, visual weight and balance. You learned that figure 

pose communicates position and movement, while visual weight and compositional 

balance affect how attention is distributed across a painting. Mood and composure can be 

strengthened by clear relationships among figures, objects and surrounding space. 

Finally, you brought these ideas together by organising paintings from general to 

particular, integrating figures with objects and scenery, and reviewing visual renditions at 

different distances. These skills prepare you for deeper study of design in nature, space 

appropriation, rendering figures and scenery, and the role of drapery in defining form. 

By working through these Parts, you have developed the ability to explain principles of 

visual rendition, analyse tonal and colour relationships, analyse pose and compositional 

balance, and apply these principles to develop and evaluate coherent figure and scenery 

paintings. 

Glossary of Terms 

Balance: The perceived stability produced by relationships among visual weights and 

positions within a composition. 

Brushwork: The visible manner in which paint is applied, including the direction, 

pressure, size and character of marks. 
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Composure: The organised arrangement of visual elements so that they work together 

coherently. 

Gesture: The overall movement, direction or action suggested by a figure. 

Mood: The emotional atmosphere communicated by a visual work. 

Pose: The position and arrangement of the body at a particular moment. 

Simplification: The reduction of complex visual information into simpler forms while 

retaining essential characteristics. 

Value: The relative lightness or darkness of a colour or painted area. 

Visual rendition: The process of translating an observed subject into a visual 

representation. 

Visual weight: The perceived attention-attracting strength or compositional importance of 

an element. 

Concept Check Questions 2 

Objective questions 

1. Visual rendition is best described as: a) Translating an observed subject into a visual 

representation  b) Framing a painting  c) Cleaning brushes  d) Measuring a canvas 

(Linked to SLO 2.1) 

2. Which principle helps describe form and depth through light and dark relationships? a) 

Value  b) Framing  c) Storage  d) Cropping only (Linked to SLO 2.2) 

3. Which factor is directly associated with figure gesture? a) Overall movement or action  

b) Canvas thickness  c) Frame size  d) Paint storage (Linked to SLO 2.3) 
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4. Which approach supports coherent development of a painting? a) Working from 

general to particular  b) Painting details without establishing major forms  c) Giving 

every area equal emphasis  d) Ignoring the environment (Linked to SLO 2.4) 

Short-answer questions 

5. Explain why observation, selection and simplification are important when developing a 

visual rendition. (Linked to SLO 2.1) 

6. Explain how value, colour and brushwork can contribute to the description of form and 

environment. (Linked to SLO 2.2) 

7. Describe how pose, gesture and visual weight can affect the composure of a figure 

composition. (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

Long-answer questions 

8. Analyse how an artist can move from observation to a coherent visual rendition of a 

figure and scenery composition. (Linked to SLO 2.4) 

Basic response: The artist observes the subject, selects important information, establishes 

major forms and develops tonal and colour relationships before refining details. Figures, 

objects and scenery are then integrated through scale, lighting, overlap and other visual 

relationships. 

Value-added response: A coherent rendition depends on a continuous relationship 

between observation and decision-making. The artist first identifies the dominant 

structure and compositional hierarchy, then simplifies complex information into useful 

forms. Tonal and colour relationships establish the visual foundation, while brushwork 

and edge decisions describe surfaces. Integration requires attention to shared light, scale, 

spatial position and repeated visual relationships. Regular review allows the artist to 

correct structural or compositional weaknesses before detail conceals them. 
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9. Evaluate the role of composure in a multi-figural painting and explain how visual 

weight, gesture, mood and environmental relationships can support it. (Linked to SLO 

2.3) 

Basic response: Composure helps the figures and environment work together as a 

coherent composition. Gesture establishes movement, visual weight distributes attention, 

and mood influences the emotional atmosphere. 

Value-added response: Composure is achieved through relationships rather than through 

stillness or symmetry alone. In a multi-figural composition, the direction of gestures, 

spacing, relative scale, tonal contrast and environmental forms can guide the viewer's 

attention and communicate interaction. Restraining unnecessary detail and maintaining a 

clear hierarchy prevents the composition from becoming visually noisy. The result is a 

painting in which figures, objects and scenery contribute to one unified visual statement. 

Answers to Concept Check Questions 2 

1. a) Translating an observed subject into a visual representation. 

2. a) Value. 

3. a) Overall movement or action. 

4. a) Working from general to particular. 

5. Observation identifies the important visual relationships; selection determines what 

deserves emphasis; simplification reduces complex information into manageable forms 

while retaining essential structure. 

6. Value can distinguish planes, depth and form; colour relationships can describe the 

subject and influence mood; brushwork can communicate surface character and material 

differences. 
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7. Pose establishes the body's position, gesture communicates overall movement, and 

visual weight affects how attention is distributed. Their interaction can make a 

composition feel stable, active, calm or tense. 

8. See responses above. 

9. See responses above. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 2 

Part 1 (Principles of Visual Rendition) 

1. a 

2. b 

3. a 

4. a 

5. a 

Part 2 (Tone, Colour and Surface Description) 

1. a 

2. a 

3. a 

4. a 

5. a 

Part 3 (Composure, Pose and Visual Balance) 

1. a 
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2. a 

3. a 

4. b 

5. a 

Part 4 (Developing a Coherent Visual Rendition) 

1. a 

2. a 

3. a 

4. a 

5. a 
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3 Design In Nature And Space Appropriation 

Series outline 

Part 3.1: Design Principles in Nature 

• 3.1.1: Natural Forms and Design Elements 

• 3.1.2: Pattern, Rhythm, and Organic Structure 

• 3.1.3: Selecting and Simplifying Natural Motifs 

Part 3.2: Creative Appropriation of Space 

• 3.2.1: Understanding Pictorial and Environmental Space 

• 3.2.2: Positive and Negative Space 

• 3.2.3: Scale, Overlap, and Spatial Emphasis 

Part 3.3: Nature, Figure, and Environmental Relationships 

• 3.3.1: Integrating Figures with Natural Settings 

• 3.3.2: Manufactured Structures within Natural Space 

• 3.3.3: Visual Hierarchy and Focal Areas 

Part 3.4: Practical Design and Space Studies 

• 3.4.1: Thumbnail and Preparatory Studies 

• 3.4.2: Developing a Designed Painting Space 

• 3.4.3: Evaluating Nature-Based Compositions 

 

Introduction 

Nature provides an extensive source of forms, patterns, rhythms, colours, textures, and spatial 

relationships for painting. When you study a natural environment, you are not required to 

reproduce every visible feature. Instead, you can select and organise elements from nature to 

create a purposeful visual design. This process is especially important in figure and landscape 

painting because the environment can support, contrast with, or frame the human subject. 

The aim of this Series is to develop your ability to recognise design possibilities in nature and 

creatively appropriate space for pictorial purposes. You will examine organic forms and patterns, 
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the relationship between positive and negative space, scale and overlap, and the integration of 

figures and manufactured structures within natural settings. 

We shall begin with design principles found in natural forms. We will then consider pictorial and 

environmental space, including positive and negative space, scale, overlap, and emphasis. Next, 

we will examine relationships among figures, natural settings, and manufactured structures. 

Finally, you will apply these ideas through thumbnail studies, preparatory designs, and developed 

nature-based compositions. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 3.1 analyse design elements and patterns found in natural forms and environments, 

• SLO 3.2 apply principles of positive and negative space, scale, overlap, and emphasis in 

pictorial composition, 

• SLO 3.3 organise relationships among figures, natural forms, and manufactured structures 

within a coherent environment, 

• SLO 3.4 develop and evaluate painting studies that creatively appropriate natural and pictorial 

space. 
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3.1 Design Principles In Nature 

3.1.1 Natural forms and design elements 

Natural forms include leaves, branches, rocks, water, clouds, landforms, and many other 

structures. These forms contain visual elements such as line, shape, colour, texture, direction, and 

mass. By studying them carefully, you can discover compositional possibilities rather than 

treating nature as a collection of unrelated objects. 

Fill in the blank: Natural forms contain visual elements such as line, shape, colour, texture, 

direction, and __________. 

3.1.2 Pattern, rhythm, and organic structure 

Patterns occur when related forms or visual features repeat. Rhythm is produced when repetition 

and variation guide the eye through a composition. Natural environments often contain irregular 

rhythms rather than perfect mechanical repetition. Branches, foliage, rocks, waves, and clouds 

can therefore provide structures that are both organised and varied. 

Fill in the blank: Rhythm is produced when repetition and variation guide the __________ 

through a composition. 

3.1.3 Selecting and simplifying natural motifs 

A motif is a selected visual element or subject that can be repeated, emphasised, or developed 

within a composition. When working from nature, you can simplify complex forms into clearer 

shapes and masses. Selection and simplification allow you to preserve the character of a natural 

subject while adapting it to the needs of a painting. 

Fill in the blank: Selection and simplification allow the painter to preserve the __________ of a 

natural subject. 

Pilot questions 3.1 

1. Natural forms can provide: a) Design elements and patterns b) Only realistic details c) Only 

colours d) Frames 

2. Rhythm is created through: a) Repetition and variation b) Random placement c) Erasing d) 

Framing 
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3. A motif is: a) A selected visual element or subject b) A canvas edge c) A pigment container d) 

A signature 

4. Simplification helps the painter: a) Adapt complex forms to a composition b) Remove 

observation c) Avoid design d) Eliminate nature 

5. Organic rhythms are often: a) Irregular but related b) Perfectly mechanical c) Unrelated d) 

Absent 

 

 

 

3.2 Creative Appropriation Of Space 

3.2.1 Understanding pictorial and environmental space 

Pictorial space is the represented space within the boundaries of a painting, while environmental 

space refers to the physical setting in which forms exist. A painter can reinterpret environmental 

space by changing scale, viewpoint, cropping, placement, or emphasis. These decisions allow the 

artist to transform observation into an intentional pictorial arrangement. 

Fill in the blank: Pictorial space is the represented space within the __________ of a painting. 

3.2.2 Positive and negative space 

Positive space is occupied by the principal forms or subjects, while negative space refers to the 

areas around and between those forms. Negative space is not empty in a compositional sense 

because its shape and proportion influence the appearance and placement of positive forms. 

Paying attention to both helps you avoid awkward gaps and unintended crowding. 

Fill in the blank: The areas around and between principal forms are called __________ space. 

3.2.3 Scale, overlap, and spatial emphasis 

Scale refers to the relative size of forms, while overlap occurs when one form partially covers 

another. Both can help establish depth and importance. A large foreground figure may dominate a 
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scene, while smaller overlapping forms can recede. Deliberate control of these relationships helps 

the painter direct attention and organise space. 

Fill in the blank: When one form partially covers another, the relationship is called __________. 

Pilot questions 3.2 

1. Pictorial space is: a) Represented space within a painting b) Only physical studio space c) The 

frame d) The canvas label 

2. Negative space refers to: a) Areas around and between forms b) Dark paint only c) Background 

objects only d) Unpainted canvas outside the frame 

3. Overlap can help establish: a) Depth b) Paint cost c) Frame size d) Signature placement 

4. Scale concerns: a) Relative size of forms b) Paint thickness c) Brush length d) Canvas weight 

5. Spatial emphasis can be controlled through: a) Scale, placement, contrast, and detail b) 

Random marks c) Frame colour only d) Paper size 

 

3.3 Nature, Figure, And Environmental Relationships 

3.3.1 Integrating figures with natural settings 

A figure should appear to belong to its environment through consistent scale, light, colour, 

perspective, and spatial placement. The surrounding landscape can reinforce the character or 

mood of the figure. When the figure is treated independently from its setting, it may appear 

pasted onto the scene rather than integrated into it. 

Fill in the blank: A figure can be integrated into a natural setting through consistent scale, light, 

colour, perspective, and spatial __________. 

3.3.2 Manufactured structures within natural space 

Buildings, roads, fences, bridges, and other manufactured structures can provide strong 

compositional shapes within a natural environment. They may contrast with organic forms or 

create directional lines that guide the eye. The painter should consider how these structures relate 

to vegetation, landforms, sky, and atmospheric space rather than treating them as isolated objects. 
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Fill in the blank: Manufactured structures can create strong compositional __________ within a 

natural environment. 

3.3.3 Visual hierarchy and focal areas 

Visual hierarchy is the organisation of elements according to their relative importance. A focal 

area is the region that receives stronger visual emphasis. Contrast, placement, scale, detail, 

colour, and edge quality can all contribute to emphasis. A well-organised painting does not make 

every element compete equally for attention. 

Fill in the blank: A focal area receives stronger visual __________ within a composition. 

Pilot questions 3.3 

1. Figure integration depends on: a) Consistent scale, light, colour, perspective, and placement b) 

Facial detail only c) Clothing only d) Frame size 

2. Manufactured structures may provide: a) Strong compositional shapes b) Only background 

decoration c) No spatial information d) Unrelated details 

3. Visual hierarchy organises elements according to: a) Relative importance b) Cost c) Age d) 

Material price 

4. A focal area is: a) A region receiving stronger visual emphasis b) The canvas edge c) The 

signature d) The frame 

5. Every element in a composition should: a) Not necessarily compete equally for attention b) 

Receive identical detail c) Be the same size d) Use the same colour 

 

3.4 Practical Design And Space Studies 

3.4.1 Thumbnail and preparatory studies 

Thumbnail studies are small, quick designs used to test composition before a larger painting is 

developed. They allow you to experiment with placement, cropping, scale, value masses, and 

focal areas with little time or material. Several alternatives can be compared before selecting the 

most effective arrangement. 
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Fill in the blank: Thumbnail studies are small designs used to test __________ before a larger 

painting. 

3.4.2 Developing a designed painting space 

After selecting a promising arrangement, develop the composition by establishing major masses, 

spatial divisions, focal areas, and relationships among forms. Continue to compare the developing 

painting with the original design intention. If the visual hierarchy becomes unclear, revise the 

placement or emphasis of the major elements before adding unnecessary details. 

Fill in the blank: A designed painting space should establish major masses, spatial divisions, and 

__________ areas. 

3.4.3 Evaluating nature-based compositions 

Evaluation involves asking whether the selected natural forms have been organised effectively 

and whether the use of space supports the intended theme or mood. Consider balance, rhythm, 

depth, scale, focal emphasis, and the relationship between positive and negative space. Revision 

should strengthen the overall design rather than simply add more detail. 

Fill in the blank: Evaluation should consider balance, rhythm, depth, scale, and focal 

__________. 

Pilot questions 3.4 

1. Thumbnail studies are used to: a) Test composition quickly b) Finish a painting c) Replace 

observation d) Frame artwork 

2. Preparatory designs can test: a) Placement, cropping, scale, and focal areas b) Only texture c) 

Only signatures d) Only colour names 

3. A developed painting should establish: a) Major masses and spatial divisions b) Minor details 

first c) Frame design d) Gallery labels 

4. Evaluation should consider: a) Balance, rhythm, depth, scale, and emphasis b) Paint price c) 

Frame weight d) Signature size 

5. Revision should primarily: a) Strengthen the overall design b) Add random detail c) Remove 

all structure d) Ignore the intended theme 
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Series summary 

This Series has examined design in nature and the creative appropriation of space. We began by 

studying natural forms, design elements, pattern, rhythm, organic structure, and the selection and 

simplification of natural motifs. We then explored pictorial and environmental space, positive and 

negative space, scale, overlap, and spatial emphasis. Next, we considered the relationship 

between figures, natural settings, and manufactured structures, with particular attention to visual 

hierarchy and focal areas. Finally, we examined practical design processes through thumbnail 

studies, preparatory designs, and evaluation. 

You can now identify design possibilities in natural forms, organise positive and negative space, 

manipulate scale and overlap to establish spatial relationships, integrate figures and structures 

within environments, and develop nature-based compositions through deliberate design decisions. 

Glossary of Terms 

Focal area: The region of a composition given stronger visual emphasis and intended to attract 

attention. 

Motif: A selected visual element or subject used as a compositional feature. 

Negative space: The areas around and between principal forms in a composition. 

Organic form: A naturally occurring form with irregular, often flowing or non-geometric 

characteristics. 

Pattern: A repeated arrangement of related visual elements. 

Positive space: The areas occupied by principal forms or subjects. 

Scale: The relative size of one form in relation to another or to the composition. 

Spatial appropriation: The creative selection, alteration, and organisation of space for pictorial 

purposes. 

Thumbnail study: A small, quick preparatory drawing or design used to test compositional 

possibilities. 

Visual hierarchy: The organisation of visual elements according to their relative importance. 

Visual rhythm: A sense of movement created by repetition and variation of visual elements. 
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Concept-Check Questions 

1. Analyse how a painter can transform patterns and forms observed in nature into a coherent 

visual design without simply copying them. 

2. Evaluate how positive and negative space, scale, and overlap can work together to establish 

depth and visual emphasis in a landscape composition. 

3. Explain the factors that should be considered when integrating a human figure into a natural 

environment. 

4. Develop a sequence for using thumbnail studies to design and refine a nature-based painting 

before beginning the final work. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 

3.1: 1-a; 2-a; 3-a; 4-a; 5-a. 

3.2: 1-a; 2-a; 3-a; 4-a; 5-a. 

3.3: 1-a; 2-a; 3-a; 4-a; 5-a. 

3.4: 1-a; 2-a; 3-a; 4-a; 5-a. 

Answers to Concept-Check Questions 

1. A strong answer should explain that the painter first observes recurring forms, patterns, 

directions, colours, or textures, then selects and simplifies them into motifs. The response should 

distinguish creative organisation from mechanical copying and explain how repetition, variation, 

scale, and placement can produce a new composition. 

2. A strong answer should explain that positive space identifies the principal forms, negative 

space controls the gaps and surrounding shapes, scale establishes relative size, and overlap helps 

communicate depth. Their combined use can also determine which forms dominate and which 

recede. 

3. A strong answer should discuss scale, perspective, placement, light direction, value, colour, 

atmospheric conditions, overlap, and the relationship between figure and background. These 

factors should be consistent enough for the figure to appear physically and visually connected to 

its environment. 
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4. A strong answer should propose generating several small thumbnails, testing major masses and 

cropping, establishing focal areas and value patterns, comparing alternatives, selecting the 

strongest design, developing a larger preparatory study, and evaluating the result before final 

execution. 
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4 Rendering Figures and Sceneries in Space 

Series outline 

Part 4.1: Figure and Scenery as Spatial Forms 

• Sub-Part 4.1.1: Understanding Figure-Environment Relationships 

• Sub-Part 4.1.2: Proportion, Scale and Spatial Position 

• Sub-Part 4.1.3: Overlap, Contact and Spatial Connection 

Part 4.2: Perspective and Depth in Figure and Scenery 

• Sub-Part 4.2.1: Linear Perspective and Spatial Direction 

• Sub-Part 4.2.2: Foreshortening and the Figure in Space 

• Sub-Part 4.2.3: Scale, Recession and Spatial Depth 

Part 4.3: Tonal and Atmospheric Rendering of Space 

• Sub-Part 4.3.1: Light, Tone and Spatial Form 

• Sub-Part 4.3.2: Atmospheric Perspective 

• Sub-Part 4.3.3: Edge, Detail and Spatial Emphasis 

Part 4.4: Developing and Evaluating Spatial Figure and Landscape Paintings 

• Sub-Part 4.4.1: Organising a Complete Spatial Composition 

• Sub-Part 4.4.2: Integrating Figures with Scenery 

• Sub-Part 4.4.3: Reviewing Spatial Coherence and Rendering 

 

Introduction 

Rendering figures and sceneries in space requires you to make the human figure, natural 

forms and manufactured surroundings appear to occupy a believable pictorial 

environment. The figure cannot be treated as an isolated object when the intention is to 
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communicate a scene. Its size, position, orientation, overlap, lighting and relationship 

with surrounding forms all contribute to the perception of space. 

This Series develops the spatial knowledge required to render figures and scenery 

convincingly. You will examine proportion, scale, overlap, contact, perspective and 

foreshortening, then consider how tonal and atmospheric changes communicate 

recession. These principles are not separate tricks; they work together to establish the 

relationship between forms and the space around them. 

The final Part brings these ideas together in a complete spatial composition. You will 

learn to organise the picture from the major spatial structure to smaller details, integrate 

figures with natural and manufactured scenery, and review the painting for spatial 

coherence. The emphasis throughout is on observation, controlled interpretation and 

deliberate studio decisions. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 4.1 analyse the relationship between figures, scenery and pictorial space using proportion, 

scale, position and overlap; 

SLO 4.2 apply perspective, foreshortening, recession and spatial scale when rendering figures and 

scenery; 

SLO 4.3 analyse tonal, atmospheric and edge relationships that communicate spatial depth and 

form; 

SLO 4.4 develop and evaluate coherent figure and landscape paintings in which figures, scenery 

and spatial relationships are convincingly integrated. 
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4.1 Figure and Scenery as Spatial Forms 

4.1.1 Understanding Figure-Environment Relationships 

A figure appears spatially convincing when its relationship with the surrounding 

environment is clear. The viewer should be able to understand where the figure stands, 

sits or moves in relation to the ground, furniture, architecture, vegetation or other forms. 

This relationship depends on more than accurate drawing of the body. 

Begin by identifying the figure's position within the scene. Observe the ground plane, 

nearby objects and the direction of major environmental forms. A figure standing on a 

road, for example, must relate to the road's direction and surface. A seated figure must 

relate to the chair or other supporting structure through contact and proportion. 

The environment also influences the appearance of the figure. Shared lighting, colour 

conditions and atmospheric effects can help unite the figure with the scene. If the figure 

is rendered as though it exists under different conditions from the background, spatial 

unity is weakened. 

Fill in the blank: The relationship between a figure and its surrounding 

environment contributes to spatial __________. 

4.1.2 Proportion, Scale and Spatial Position 

Proportion refers to the relationship of parts to one another, while scale concerns relative 

size. In a spatial composition, scale also helps communicate distance. A figure farther 

from the viewer will generally occupy less of the picture area than a comparable figure 

closer to the viewer, assuming the same viewpoint and conditions. 

Do not confuse scale with proportion. A figure can have correct internal proportions but 

still be the wrong scale in relation to the scenery. Similarly, a correctly scaled figure can 

have distorted internal relationships. Both levels of measurement must be considered. 
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Use surrounding forms as references for scale. Doorways, chairs, trees, roads and 

buildings can help establish whether a figure is appropriately sized. Spatial position is 

also important: the placement of a figure above, below or alongside other forms can 

affect the viewer's reading of depth. 

Fill in the blank: The relationship of parts to one another is called __________, 

while relative size is called scale. 

 

4.1.3 Overlap, Contact and Spatial Connection 

Overlap occurs when one form partly covers another. It is a simple but powerful depth 

cue because the viewer can infer that the covering form is positioned in front of the 

covered form. Overlap can occur among figures, trees, buildings, rocks, furniture and 

other objects. 

Contact relationships are equally important. A figure standing on the ground should 

appear to make convincing contact with the surface. A seated figure should relate 

convincingly to the chair. Shadows and changes in tone can reinforce these contacts, but 

the underlying position and alignment must first be understood. 

Spatial connection is strengthened when overlapping forms share appropriate lighting, 

colour and tonal relationships. Avoid outlining every form equally if doing so separates 

the elements too strongly. Instead, use edge variation and overlapping forms to create a 

connected environment. 

Fill in the blank: When one form partly covers another, the spatial cue is called 

__________. 
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Figure 4.1 Establishing figure and scenery relationships in space.  

Pilot Questions 4.1 

1. A figure-environment relationship is established partly through: a) Position, scale, 

lighting and surrounding forms  b) Frame decoration  c) Paint storage  d) Canvas price 

2. Proportion refers to: a) Relationship of parts to one another  b) Relative size only  c) 

Frame thickness  d) Picture title 

3. Scale can help communicate: a) Relative size and distance  b) Brush pressure only  c) 

Colour names  d) Paper quality 

4. Overlap occurs when: a) One form partly covers another  b) All forms are separated  c) 

The picture is cropped  d) The frame is removed 

5. Contact between a figure and ground can be reinforced by: a) Position, alignment and 

tonal/shadow relationships  b) Random detail  c) Removing the ground  d) Equal outlines 
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4.2 Perspective and Depth in Figure and Scenery 

4.2.1 Linear Perspective and Spatial Direction 

Perspective is a system for representing the way forms and spatial relationships appear 

from a particular viewpoint. Linear perspective is especially useful for scenes containing 

roads, buildings, walls, furniture and other forms with strong directional edges. 

Parallel lines that move away from the viewer may appear to converge toward a 

vanishing point. The horizon or eye-level line establishes an important reference for the 

organisation of the scene. Understanding these relationships helps you avoid placing 

architectural and environmental forms arbitrarily. 

In figure and landscape painting, perspective does not need to be visible as a set of 

construction lines in the finished work. It functions as an underlying structure that helps 

you place forms consistently within the scene. 

Fill in the blank: In linear perspective, receding parallel lines may appear to 

converge toward a __________ point. 

4.2.2 Foreshortening and the Figure in Space 

Foreshortening occurs when a form or part of a form is oriented toward or away from the 

viewer, causing its apparent length to be reduced. This is particularly important when 

rendering the human figure in dynamic poses, seated positions or views that do not 

present the body frontally. 

The key is to judge the visible length and direction of forms from the chosen viewpoint 

rather than relying on a fixed symbolic image of the body. Limbs, torso and other forms 

can appear shorter when their axes point toward the viewer. 

Foreshortening should be considered together with proportion. The artist is not simply 

making a limb smaller; the apparent length changes because of spatial orientation. Strong 

observation of the model or reference is therefore essential. 
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Fill in the blank: The apparent shortening of a form because it is oriented toward or 

away from the viewer is called __________. 

4.2.3 Scale, Recession and Spatial Depth 

Spatial recession refers to the apparent movement of forms from the foreground toward 

the background. Scale is one of the cues used to communicate this recession. Comparable 

objects often appear smaller as their distance from the viewer increases. 

Overlapping forms, decreasing detail and changes in tonal or colour intensity can 

reinforce recession. Roads, paths, rows of trees, buildings and other repeated forms can 

provide especially useful evidence because their apparent size changes as they extend 

into space. 

Avoid using scale changes mechanically. The actual relationship among forms depends 

on viewpoint, distance and the relative size of the objects. Observe the scene and use 

multiple spatial cues together. 

Fill in the blank: The apparent movement of forms from the foreground toward the 

background is called spatial __________. 

Pilot Questions 4.2 

1. Linear perspective is particularly useful for: a) Representing spatial relationships in 

directional forms  b) Cleaning brushes  c) Choosing frame colours  d) Storing paint 

2. Receding parallel lines may appear to converge toward: a) A vanishing point  b) A 

paint tray  c) A focal brush  d) A frame corner 

3. Foreshortening occurs when: a) A form's apparent length is reduced by its spatial 

orientation  b) A painting is cropped  c) A colour is mixed  d) A frame is shortened 

4. Spatial recession refers to: a) Apparent movement from foreground toward background  

b) Surface texture only  c) Brush direction  d) Colour naming 
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5. Which combination can reinforce spatial depth? a) Scale, overlap, detail and 

tonal/colour changes  b) Equal size and detail everywhere  c) Random outlines  d) 

Removing the background 

4.3 Tonal and Atmospheric Rendering of Space 

4.3.1 Light, Tone and Spatial Form 

Light and tone help communicate both the structure of individual forms and their position 

within a scene. A figure, building or natural form becomes more spatially convincing 

when its planes respond consistently to the light source. 

Begin by identifying the major light direction and grouping related tonal areas. Light-

facing planes, turning planes and shadow areas should form a coherent pattern. The same 

light condition should influence nearby scenery so that the figure does not appear 

detached from its environment. 

Tonal contrast can also influence spatial emphasis. Stronger contrasts can attract 

attention, while reduced contrast can allow secondary forms to recede. Use this 

relationship carefully because excessive contrast throughout the painting can flatten the 

hierarchy of space. 

Fill in the blank: The organisation of light and dark areas that describes form is 

referred to as a tonal __________. 

4.3.2 Atmospheric Perspective 

Atmospheric perspective describes changes in the appearance of forms as their distance 

from the viewer increases. In many outdoor scenes, distant forms may appear less 

distinct, lower in contrast and less detailed than nearby forms because of the atmosphere 

between the viewer and the subject. 
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The effect can be observed in mountains, trees, buildings and other distant objects. The 

exact colour change depends on the environmental conditions, so the artist should 

observe rather than apply one rigid formula. 

Atmospheric perspective can be strengthened by controlling contrast, detail, edge 

sharpness and colour intensity. It should complement other spatial cues such as scale and 

overlap rather than replace them. 

Fill in the blank: The change in appearance of distant forms caused by the 

atmosphere between viewer and subject is called __________ perspective. 

4.3.3 Edge, Detail and Spatial Emphasis 

Edges influence how clearly forms are separated from their surroundings. A sharp edge 

can attract attention and clarify a boundary, while a softer or lost edge can allow a form 

to merge visually with adjacent areas. 

Detail should also be distributed according to spatial importance. Foreground forms may 

support greater visible detail, while distant forms can be simplified. However, the 

purpose is not to make every foreground object highly detailed. Detail should support the 

hierarchy established by the composition. 

A convincing spatial painting therefore combines variation in edge quality and detail with 

proportion, overlap, perspective, tone and colour. No single cue needs to carry the entire 

burden of representing depth. 

Fill in the blank: An edge that gradually merges with an adjacent area rather than 

remaining sharply defined can be described as a __________ edge. 

Pilot Questions 4.3 

1. Tonal organisation can help communicate: a) Form and spatial emphasis  b) Frame 

thickness  c) Paint storage  d) Canvas price 
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2. Atmospheric perspective commonly causes distant forms to appear: a) Less distinct 

and lower in contrast  b) More detailed and sharper in every condition  c) Larger and 

darker always  d) Completely invisible 

3. A sharp edge can: a) Attract attention and clarify a boundary  b) Always indicate 

distance  c) Remove spatial depth  d) Eliminate form 

4. Detail can be reduced in distant forms to: a) Reinforce spatial recession  b) Make them 

foreground forms  c) Remove perspective  d) Increase visual noise 

5. Spatial depth is strongest when: a) Multiple cues work together  b) Only colour is used  

c) Every edge is equally sharp  d) Every object has equal detail 

 

4.4 Developing and Evaluating Spatial Figure and Landscape 

Paintings 

4.4.1 Organising a Complete Spatial Composition 

A complete spatial composition should be planned through a sequence of decisions. 

Begin with the picture area, viewpoint and major forms. Establish the position and scale 

of figures, scenery and important open spaces before refining surface information. 

A useful workflow moves from broad spatial structure to specific rendering. Establish the 

ground or environmental plane, major figure masses and large scenery forms first. Then 

develop perspective, overlap and tonal relationships before adding smaller details. 

At each stage, check whether the forms remain consistent with the chosen viewpoint. A 

strong individual figure drawing will not make a successful spatial composition if its size, 

position or orientation contradicts the surrounding scene. 

Fill in the blank: Developing a complete spatial painting from broad structure 

toward detailed rendering follows a __________-to-particular approach. 
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4.4.2 Integrating Figures with Scenery 

Integration means making the figure and environment appear to occupy the same space. 

Begin by relating the figure to the ground plane and nearby objects. Then consider shared 

lighting, colour, atmospheric conditions, perspective and edge treatment. 

Figures can also interact with scenery through pose and direction. A walking figure may 

relate to a road or pathway, while a seated figure may connect to architecture or furniture. 

These relationships create more than physical placement; they establish visual and 

thematic connections. 

Do not allow the background to become an unrelated backdrop. Scenery should 

contribute to the spatial and compositional conditions in which the figure exists. At the 

same time, avoid giving every environmental element equal emphasis if the figure is 

intended to remain the primary subject. 

Fill in the blank: Making the figure and environment appear to occupy the same 

space is an example of spatial __________. 

4.4.3 Reviewing Spatial Coherence and Rendering 

Spatial coherence means that the major visual cues agree with one another. Check 

whether scale, proportion, overlap, perspective, lighting, tone, colour, atmospheric effects 

and edge quality produce a consistent spatial reading. 

Review the painting at different distances and, where useful, in a simplified tonal view. 

Ask whether the figure remains anchored to the environment, whether the ground 

relationship is convincing, and whether distant forms recede rather than compete with the 

foreground. 

Revision should address the strongest spatial problems first. You may correct the scale of 

a figure, adjust a receding line, strengthen a contact shadow, soften distant edges, reduce 
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background contrast or clarify an overlap. Avoid adding detail to compensate for 

unresolved structural problems. 

Fill in the blank: The consistency of different visual cues in communicating space is 

called spatial __________. 

Plate 4.2 Integrating figure and scenery in convincing space.  

Pilot Questions 4.4 

1. A spatial composition should begin by establishing: a) Picture area, viewpoint and 

major forms  b) Small surface details  c) Frame decoration  d) Random colour 

2. A broad-to-particular workflow helps the artist: a) Maintain spatial structure while 

developing detail  b) Avoid planning  c) Remove perspective  d) Separate figure from 

environment 

3. Figure and scenery can be integrated through: a) Ground relationship, perspective, 

lighting, colour and edge treatment  b) Equal detail everywhere  c) Unrelated lighting  d) 

Random placement 
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4. Spatial coherence requires: a) Major spatial cues to agree with one another  b) Every 

object to have identical contrast  c) No overlap  d) No atmospheric change 

5. If a figure is incorrectly scaled, the artist should first: a) Correct the structural spatial 

problem  b) Add more surface detail  c) Increase background texture  d) Ignore the 

relationship 

Series Summary 

This Series has developed the principles needed to render figures and sceneries 

convincingly in pictorial space. You began by examining the relationship between figures 

and their environments and learned to consider proportion, scale, spatial position, overlap 

and contact. 

You then studied perspective and depth. Linear perspective provides an underlying 

structure for directional forms, while foreshortening helps represent figures and objects 

that are oriented toward or away from the viewer. Scale, overlap and recession work 

together to communicate depth. 

The Series also examined tonal and atmospheric rendering. Light and tone describe form 

and help establish spatial emphasis, while atmospheric perspective can reduce contrast, 

detail and edge sharpness in distant forms. These cues are most effective when used 

together. 

Finally, you learned to organise complete spatial compositions and integrate figures with 

natural and manufactured scenery. Evaluation involves checking whether perspective, 

scale, proportion, overlap, lighting, tone, colour, atmosphere and edges produce a 

consistent spatial reading. 

By working through these Parts, you have developed the ability to analyse figure-

environment relationships, apply perspective and foreshortening, use tonal and 

atmospheric cues to communicate depth, and develop and evaluate coherent figure and 

landscape paintings in space. 
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Glossary of Terms 

Atmospheric perspective: Changes in the appearance of forms as distance increases 

because of atmospheric conditions. 

Contact: The spatial relationship in which a figure or object convincingly meets or rests 

against another surface or form. 

Foreshortening: The apparent shortening of a form because of its orientation toward or 

away from the viewer. 

Linear perspective: A system for representing spatial relationships using directional lines 

and their apparent convergence. 

Overlap: A spatial cue in which one form partly covers another. 

Perspective: A method of representing how forms and spatial relationships appear from a 

particular viewpoint. 

Proportion: The relationship of parts to one another within a form or composition. 

Recession: The apparent movement of forms from the foreground toward the 

background. 

Scale: Relative size, particularly in relation to other forms or the surrounding 

environment. 

Spatial coherence: Consistency among visual cues so that the represented space reads as a 

unified environment. 

Spatial position: The placement of a form in relation to other forms and the pictorial 

environment. 

Tonal organisation: The arrangement of light and dark areas to describe form, depth and 

emphasis. 
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Concept Check Questions 4 

Objective questions 

1. Which combination is most important when placing a figure convincingly in an 

environment? a) Scale, position, overlap and ground relationship  b) Frame size and paint 

price  c) Brush storage and canvas packaging  d) Decorative border (Linked to SLO 4.1) 

2. Foreshortening is most directly concerned with: a) Apparent shortening caused by 

spatial orientation  b) Colour temperature  c) Surface texture  d) Frame thickness (Linked 

to SLO 4.2) 

3. Atmospheric perspective commonly affects distant forms by reducing: a) Contrast, 

detail and edge sharpness  b) All spatial relationships  c) Figure proportion  d) Canvas 

size (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

4. Spatial coherence means that: a) Different spatial cues agree to create a consistent 

spatial reading  b) Every area has equal detail  c) All forms are equally large  d) 

Perspective is unnecessary (Linked to SLO 4.4) 

Short-answer questions 

5. Explain the difference between proportion and scale when rendering a figure in 

scenery. (Linked to SLO 4.1) 

6. Explain how perspective, foreshortening and overlap can work together to 

communicate spatial depth. (Linked to SLO 4.2) 

7. Explain two ways atmospheric perspective can be used to distinguish foreground from 

background. (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

Long-answer questions 

8. Analyse the major principles an artist should consider when rendering human figures 

and scenery in convincing pictorial space. (Linked to SLO 4.4) 
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Basic response: The artist should consider proportion, scale, position, overlap, 

perspective, foreshortening, lighting, tone, colour and atmospheric effects. These 

principles should be coordinated so that the figure and scenery appear to occupy the same 

environment. 

Value-added response: Convincing spatial rendering is achieved through the agreement 

of multiple cues rather than one technique. The artist first establishes viewpoint and 

major spatial structure, then relates figure scale and proportion to the environment. 

Perspective and foreshortening control directional and depth relationships, while overlap 

and contact anchor forms. Tonal and atmospheric changes establish recession and 

hierarchy, and edge variation prevents all forms from appearing equally close or equally 

important. Continuous review ensures that the figure, scenery and pictorial space remain 

coherent. 

9. Evaluate why adding detail cannot compensate for unresolved spatial problems in a 

figure and landscape painting. (Linked to SLO 4.4) 

Basic response: Detail cannot correct incorrect scale, perspective, overlap or ground 

relationships. Structural spatial problems should be corrected before smaller details are 

developed. 

Value-added response: Detail operates within a spatial structure; it does not create that 

structure by itself. A beautifully rendered figure can still appear disconnected if its scale, 

contact with the ground, perspective or lighting contradicts the environment. Excessive 

detail can even hide the problem temporarily while making revision more difficult. 

Effective studio practice therefore prioritises major spatial relationships, tonal structure 

and hierarchy before surface refinement. 

Answers to Concept Check Questions 4 

1. a) Scale, position, overlap and ground relationship. 

2. a) Apparent shortening caused by spatial orientation. 
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3. a) Contrast, detail and edge sharpness. 

4. a) Different spatial cues agree to create a consistent spatial reading. 

5. Proportion concerns the relationship of parts to one another, while scale concerns 

relative size in relation to other forms or the environment. A figure may have correct 

internal proportions but still be incorrectly scaled within a scene. 

6. Perspective establishes directional recession, foreshortening changes the apparent 

length of forms according to orientation, and overlap establishes front-to-back 

relationships. Together they provide complementary evidence of depth. 

7. Atmospheric perspective can reduce contrast and detail in distant forms and soften 

their edges. Colour intensity may also change according to environmental conditions, 

helping distant forms recede. 

8. See responses above. 

9. See responses above. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 4 

Part 4.1 (Figure and Scenery as Spatial Forms) 

1. a 

2. a 

3. a 

4. a 

5. a 

Part 4.2 (Perspective and Depth in Figure and Scenery) 
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1. a 

2. a 

3. a 

4. a 

5. a 

Part 4.3 (Tonal and Atmospheric Rendering of Space) 

1. a 

2. a 

3. a 

4. a 

5. a 

Part 4.4 (Developing and Evaluating Spatial Figure and Landscape Paintings) 

1. a 

2. a 

3. a 

4. a 

5. a 
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Template basis: uploaded Series 1 document supplied as the formatting and structural 
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5 Drapery and Definition of Form 

Series Outline 

Part 5.1: Drapery as an Element of Figure Representation 

• Sub-Part 5.1.1: Meaning and Function of Drapery in Figure Painting 

• Sub-Part 5.1.2: Relationship Between Drapery and the Underlying Figure 

• Sub-Part 5.1.3: Observing Drapery in Varied Poses 

Part 5.2: Folds, Planes and the Definition of Form 

• Sub-Part 5.2.1: Structure and Direction of Folds 

• Sub-Part 5.2.2: Light, Shade and the Modelling of Drapery 

• Sub-Part 5.2.3: Using Folds to Clarify Figure Structure 

Part 5.3: Colour, Tone and Composure in Draped Figures 

• Sub-Part 5.3.1: Tonal Relationships in Drapery 

• Sub-Part 5.3.2: Colour Relationships and Surface Character 

• Sub-Part 5.3.3: Drapery, Figure and Background 

Part 5.4: Rendering Draped Figures in Single and Multi-Figural Themes 

• Sub-Part 5.4.1: Draped Figure in a Single-Figural Composition 

• Sub-Part 5.4.2: Drapery in Multi-Figural Themes 

• Sub-Part 5.4.3: Integrating Drapery with Composure and Space 

 

Introduction 

FAA 431 Figure and Landscape Painting is a studio course concerned with form, moods and 

composure in the human figure, objects of nature, and natural and manufactured environments. 

The course content specifically states that the way drapery defines form is to be embedded in the 

learner. 

Drapery should therefore not be treated merely as decoration placed over a figure. Its folds, 

edges, overlaps, directional changes and tonal variations can provide important information about 
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the form beneath it. Careful observation helps the painter understand how a surface turns, where 

the underlying figure changes direction and how light interacts with the resulting planes. 

The course requires students to study models in various poses or themes. This is particularly 

important for drapery because the appearance of folds changes with posture, movement, gravity 

and the relationship between fabric and the body. The painter must therefore interpret the 

particular pose rather than rely on a fixed formula. 

Drapery also participates in the composure of a painting. In single- and multi-figural themes, its 

masses, directions and tonal relationships can reinforce the figure's pose, help organise the 

composition and contribute to the relationship between figure and space. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 5.1 explain the role of drapery in defining and interpreting human figure form; 

SLO 5.2 analyse the direction, structure and tonal changes of folds in relation to 

underlying form; 

SLO 5.3 apply light, shade and colour relationships to render drapery and communicate 

form; 

SLO 5.4 integrate drapery appropriately into single-figural and multi-figural themes 

while maintaining composure and spatial coherence. 

5.1 Drapery as an Element of Figure Representation 

5.1.1 Meaning and Function of Drapery in Figure Painting 

Drapery refers to fabric or clothing arranged around the human figure. In figure painting, it 

contributes to the visual description of the figure by creating folds, edges, overlaps, planes and 

tonal transitions that reveal how the surface is organised. 

Its function extends beyond identifying clothing. Drapery can help the painter perceive the 

direction of the body, the location of major masses and the relationship between the figure and its 

surroundings. It should therefore be considered as part of the complete interpretation of form. 
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Fill in the blank: In figure painting, fabric or clothing arranged around the human figure is 

called __________. 

5.1.2 Relationship Between Drapery and the Underlying Figure 

The appearance of drapery is influenced by the form beneath it. Where the underlying figure 

projects, bends, narrows or changes direction, the fabric may respond through changes in tension, 

folds and surface direction. 

The painter should observe the relationship between visible folds and the structure beneath them. 

Treating every fold as an independent line can weaken the sense of volume. Folds should instead 

be understood as evidence of how the fabric responds to the underlying figure and the forces 

acting upon it. 

Fill in the blank: The appearance of drapery is strongly influenced by the underlying 

figure's __________. 

5.1.3 Observing Drapery in Varied Poses 

Studying models in various poses provides opportunities to observe how folds change when the 

figure sits, stands, bends, turns or adopts another position. Observation should begin with broad 

arrangements of fabric rather than immediately concentrating on small folds. 

The painter should identify major masses, dominant directions and significant overlaps before 

developing secondary details. The objective is to interpret the specific visual evidence presented 

by the model and the particular arrangement of the fabric. 

Fill in the blank: Studying models in different positions helps the painter observe how 

drapery changes with the figure's __________. 
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Figure 5.1 Relationship between drapery and underlying figure form. 

Pilot Questions 5.1 

1. Drapery in figure painting primarily contributes to: a) The visual definition and interpretation 

of figure form  b) Decoration only  c) Background removal  d) Perspective elimination 

2. Drapery should be understood in relation to: a) The underlying figure and surrounding visual 

conditions  b) Clothing colour alone  c) The frame only  d) Canvas size only 

3. Changes in the underlying figure can affect: a) The direction, tension and arrangement of folds  

b) Only the background  c) Only the paint medium  d) Nothing about the fabric 

4. A drapery study should initially identify: a) Major masses, directions and overlaps  b) Every 

tiny fold  c) Only the darkest mark  d) The frame 

5. Studying varied poses helps the painter: a) Observe how drapery changes with the figure's 

position  b) Avoid observation  c) Memorise one fixed fold pattern  d) Eliminate form 

5.2 Folds, Planes and the Definition of Form 

5.2.1 Structure and Direction of Folds 

Folds are not random marks. Their direction and grouping are influenced by points of support, 

tension, compression, gravity and the form around which the fabric is arranged. For the painter, 

folds therefore provide structural information. 
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Major folds can establish the principal directional movement of a draped surface. Secondary folds 

may support the larger structure, while smaller irregularities provide surface variation. The 

painter should distinguish these levels rather than give every fold equal emphasis. 

Fill in the blank: The direction and grouping of folds provide important __________ 

information about draped form. 

5.2.2 Light, Shade and the Modelling of Drapery 

Drapery becomes more convincing when folds are represented through changes in light and 

shade. A fold may contain a lighter plane, a transition area and a darker recess depending on the 

direction and quality of illumination. 

Broad relationships should be established before excessive attention is given to minor tonal 

variations. The painter should identify principal light areas, middle tones and darker passages and 

relate them to the turning of the fabric. 

Light and shade can transform a flat pattern of lines into a convincing sense of volume. This 

follows the broader principle that changes between light and dark help define solid form. 

Fill in the blank: Changes between light and dark areas help model the __________ of 

drapery. 

5.2.3 Using Folds to Clarify Figure Structure 

A drapery study should help the viewer understand the figure rather than obscure it unnecessarily. 

Major folds and changes in fabric direction can indicate where the body bends, turns or supports 

the material. 

If folds are copied without understanding their relationship to underlying form, the result may 

appear decorative but fail to communicate convincing volume. Some folds may therefore be 

simplified so that the major figure structure remains clear. 

Fill in the blank: The use of folds to communicate the body's structure requires attention to 

the underlying figure's __________. 
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Plate 5.1 Tonal modelling of drapery. 

Pilot Questions 5.2 

1. The structure of folds is influenced by: a) Support, tension, compression, gravity and 

surrounding form  b) Colour alone  c) Frame size alone  d) Background colour only 

2. Major folds should generally: a) Establish principal directional movement and structure  b) Be 

treated like minor marks  c) Be ignored  d) Replace the figure 

3. Light and shade help drapery communicate: a) Volume and turning of the fabric  b) Colour 

identity only  c) Background space only  d) Nothing about form 

4. Broad tonal relationships should be established before: a) Excessive attention to minor 

variations  b) Observing the model  c) Identifying masses  d) Considering form 

5. Selecting significant folds helps: a) Keep the underlying figure structure clear  b) Make every 

detail dominant  c) Eliminate volume  d) Remove composure 
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5.3 Colour, Tone and Composure in Draped Figures 

5.3.1 Tonal Relationships in Drapery 

Tone refers to relative lightness or darkness. In drapery painting, tonal relationships help 

distinguish folds, overlaps and changes in plane while establishing the volume of the fabric. 

A darker fold is meaningful partly because of its relationship to neighbouring lighter and middle-

toned areas. Tonal organisation therefore contributes to the unity of the figure and its 

environment. 

Fill in the blank: The relative lightness or darkness used to organise drapery is its 

__________ relationship. 

5.3.2 Colour Relationships and Surface Character 

Colour contributes to the identification and visual character of drapery. Different fabrics and 

garments may present different colour relationships, but the painter must still observe how 

illumination alters those colours across folds and planes. 

Colour should not be separated from form. Changes in colour, value and saturation can support 

changes in plane, while tonal variation reinforces the volume established by fold structure. 

Fill in the blank: Colour should support rather than replace the interpretation of 

__________ in drapery painting. 

5.3.3 Drapery, Figure and Background 

Drapery does not exist visually in isolation. Its tonal and colour relationships are affected by the 

figure and surrounding background. The painter should consider figure-ground separation, 

overlaps, edges and tonal contrasts as parts of the complete composition. 

This is particularly important in the study of moods and composure. The treatment of drapery can 

influence visual atmosphere and balance within the complete painting. 

Fill in the blank: The surrounding visual field against which figure and drapery are 

perceived is the __________. 
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Figure 5.2 Relationship of drapery, figure and background. 

 

Pilot Questions 5.3 

1. Tonal relationships help the painter: a) Distinguish folds, overlaps and changes in plane  b) 

Eliminate form  c) Ignore the background  d) Replace observation 

2. Tonal comparison is important because: a) A tone gains meaning through relationships with 

neighbouring areas  b) Every fold exists independently  c) Contrast should always be maximum  

d) Colour becomes unnecessary 

3. Colour in drapery should: a) Support the interpretation of form  b) Replace form  c) Ignore 

illumination  d) Be separated from surrounding colours 

4. Drapery is visually affected by: a) The figure and background as well as its own surface  b) 

The frame only  c) The title only  d) Nothing outside the fabric 

5. Excessive contrast on every fold can: a) Fragment the painting and weaken emphasis on 

principal form  b) Always improve composure  c) Eliminate complexity  d) Guarantee realism 
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5.4 Rendering Draped Figures in Single and Multi-Figural Themes 

5.4.1 Draped Figure in a Single-Figural Composition 

A single-figural theme provides an opportunity to study the relationship between one figure, its 

drapery, surrounding space and overall composure. The painter can concentrate on pose, major 

forms, folds, tonal structure and figure-ground relationships. 

Drapery should support the interpretation of the figure's pose. Its lines and masses can reinforce 

directional movement, while light and shade can clarify the volume of covered forms. 

Fill in the blank: A composition organised around one principal human figure is a 

__________-figural composition. 

5.4.2 Drapery in Multi-Figural Themes 

In a multi-figural theme, drapery must be considered in relation to several figures and their spatial 

relationships. The painter must maintain distinction between figures while establishing a coherent 

overall composition. 

Differences in pose, overlap, tonal value and drapery direction can help separate figures. At the 

same time, related directional movements can create unity within the group. 

Fill in the blank: A composition containing several human figures is a __________-figural 

theme. 

5.4.3 Integrating Drapery with Composure and Space 

Composure refers to the overall arrangement and visual organisation of the subject. Drapery 

contributes to composure through its masses, directions, contrasts and relationship to the figure 

and surrounding space. 

Large folds or dark masses can carry visual weight, while directional folds can guide the eye. 

Their placement and treatment should support the intended organisation of the composition. 

The final rendering should unite figure, drapery, background, tonal relationships and spatial 

arrangement. The objective is a coherent interpretation of the selected theme rather than a 

collection of isolated technical details. 
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Fill in the blank: The overall visual arrangement and organisation of the subject is referred 

to as its __________. 

 

Plate 5.2 Drapery within a multi-figural composition. 

Pilot Questions 5.4 

1. In a single-figural composition, drapery should primarily: a) Support interpretation of the 

figure's pose and form  b) Dominate every element  c) Replace the background  d) Be unrelated 

decoration 

2. Simplification of minor folds can help: a) Preserve essential structure and emphasis of the 

figure  b) Eliminate observation  c) Remove volume  d) Prevent composition 

3. In a multi-figural theme, drapery can help: a) Distinguish figures while contributing to overall 

unity  b) Make every figure identical  c) Remove spatial relationships  d) Eliminate tonal 

differences 

4. Large folds and dark masses can influence: a) Visual weight and direction within the 

composition  b) Only fabric identity  c) Only the frame  d) Nothing about viewing 

5. A coherent final rendering should integrate: a) Figure, drapery, background, tonal relationships 

and spatial arrangement  b) Drapery alone  c) Background alone  d) Small details without 

structure 
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Series Summary 

This Series has examined drapery as an important means of defining and interpreting form in 

Figure and Landscape Painting. The FAA 431 course content specifically identifies the way 

drapery defines form as an area to be embedded in the learner. 

Drapery is most effectively understood through observation of its relationship to the underlying 

figure. The direction, grouping and changes of folds provide information about support, tension, 

compression, gravity and changing surfaces. 

Light and shade strengthen the interpretation of drapery by establishing planes, recesses and 

volume. Tonal relationships should be organised broadly before minor details are emphasised. 

Colour should support form and surface character while remaining related to illumination and 

surrounding colours. 

Drapery also contributes to composure. In single-figural themes, it can reinforce pose and clarify 

the relationship between figure and ground. In multi-figural themes, it can help distinguish 

figures while contributing to unity and spatial coherence. 

The objective is not mechanical copying of folds. It is the interpretation of form through 

observation, selection, tonal and colour relationships, and compositional organisation. 

Glossary of Terms 

Composure: The overall arrangement and visual organisation of the subject or theme within the 

painting. 

Drapery: Fabric or clothing arranged around the human figure and rendered as part of the figure 

theme. 

Figure-ground relationship: The visual relationship between the figure and the surrounding 

background or field. 

Fold: A change or gathering in fabric that produces directional and tonal variation in the draped 

surface. 

Form: The perceived three-dimensional structure, mass and volume of the subject. 

Light and shade: The distribution of lighter and darker areas used to communicate planes, volume 

and relief. 
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Multi-figural theme: A painting theme containing several human figures considered within a 

shared composition. 

Single-figural composition: A composition organised around one principal human figure. 

Tonal relationship: The relative lightness and darkness of areas considered in relation to one 

another. 
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Concept Check Questions 5 

Objective questions 

1. Why is drapery important in FAA 431? a) It helps define and interpret human figure form  b) It 

is only decorative  c) It replaces observation  d) It removes the need for composure (Linked to 

SLO 5.1) 

2. What primarily determines the meaningful direction of many folds? a) Their relationship to 

support, tension, compression, gravity and underlying form  b) Random placement  c) Canvas 

size alone  d) Background colour alone (Linked to SLO 5.2) 

3. How do light and shade contribute to drapery? a) They model planes and volume  b) They 

eliminate form  c) They replace colour completely  d) They remove folds (Linked to SLO 5.3) 

4. In a multi-figural theme, drapery can help: a) Distinguish figures while supporting overall unity 

and composure  b) Make all figures identical  c) Remove spatial relationships  d) Eliminate tonal 

structure (Linked to SLO 5.4) 

5. Which approach best represents the course's treatment of drapery? a) Observe, interpret, select 

and render folds in relation to form and composition  b) Copy every fold equally  c) Treat drapery 

as unrelated decoration  d) Ignore light and shade (Linked to SLO 5.1–5.4) 

Short-answer questions 

6. Explain how drapery can define the form of the human figure. (Linked to SLO 5.1) 

7. Describe the role of light and shade in rendering folds and modelling drapery. (Linked to SLO 

5.2 and SLO 5.3) 

8. Explain two ways drapery can contribute to the composure of a multi-figural theme. (Linked to 

SLO 5.4) 

Long-answer questions 

9. Analyse the relationship between drapery, underlying figure structure and the definition of 

form in figure painting. (Linked to SLO 5.1 and SLO 5.2) 

Basic response: Drapery follows and responds to the underlying figure, and its folds, directions, 

light and shade can help communicate the structure and volume beneath the fabric. 
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Value-added response: Drapery should be interpreted as evidence of the form beneath it rather 

than as a collection of decorative lines. Support, tension, compression and gravity influence the 

direction and grouping of folds, while changes in light and shade establish planes and volume. 

The painter therefore observes major folds and their relationship to the figure before developing 

secondary details. Selective rendering helps preserve the essential structure and keeps the figure 

readable. 

10. Evaluate the role of drapery in maintaining composure in single- and multi-figural painting 

themes. (Linked to SLO 5.3 and SLO 5.4) 

Basic response: Drapery contributes to the arrangement of the figure by providing masses, 

directions, tonal relationships and visual connections with surrounding space. 

Value-added response: In a single-figural composition, drapery can reinforce pose, clarify form 

and establish a relationship between figure and ground. In a multi-figural theme, differences and 

relationships in folds, tonal values, overlaps and directions can distinguish figures while 

supporting overall unity. Drapery should therefore be integrated with figure, background, light, 

colour and space so that it strengthens the composure of the whole theme rather than becoming 

isolated detail. 

Answers to Concept Check Questions 5 

1. a) It helps define and interpret human figure form. 

2. a) Their relationship to support, tension, compression, gravity and underlying form. 

3. a) They model planes and volume. 

4. a) Distinguish figures while supporting overall unity and composure. 

5. a) Observe, interpret, select and render folds in relation to form and composition. 

6. Drapery can reveal underlying figure structure through folds, changes in direction, overlaps 

and tonal relationships. 

7. Light and shade establish lighter planes, middle tones and darker recesses across folds, helping 

communicate turning surfaces, depth and volume. 

8. Drapery can contribute directional movement and visual rhythm, while its masses, overlaps and 

tonal relationships can help organise figures and surrounding space. 
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Answers to Pilot Questions 5 

Part 5.1 (Drapery as an Element of Figure Representation) 

1. a 

2. a 

3. a 

4. a 

5. a 

Part 5.2 (Folds, Planes and the Definition of Form) 

1. a 

2. a 

3. a 

4. a 

5. a 

Part 5.3 (Colour, Tone and Composure in Draped Figures) 

1. a 

2. a 

3. a 

4. a 

5. a 

Part 5.4 (Rendering Draped Figures in Single and Multi-Figural Themes) 

1. a 

2. a 

3. a 
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4. a 

5. a 
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