
 

  



Course code: FAA 311 

Course title: African Art History 

Course credit load: 2 Units  

List of Series: 

Series 1: Foundations of African Art History 

Series 2: Cultural Production and Symbolic Icons 

Series 3: Iconographies and Interpretation of Forms 

Series 4: Historical Timelines and Anthropological Comparisons 

Series 5: Scrapbook Development and Documentation of Artworks 

Series 1 Foundations Of African Art History 

Series outline 

Part 1.1: Meaning, Scope and Sources of African Art History 

6. Sub-Part 1.1.1: Defining African Art History 

7. Sub-Part 1.1.2: Scope and Geographical Frame 

8. Sub-Part 1.1.3: Sources and Methods for Studying African Art 

Part 1.2: Early African Art Traditions 

• Sub-Part 1.2.1: Southern African Rock Art Traditions 

• Sub-Part 1.2.2: The Blombos Stone and Early Material Expression 

• Sub-Part 1.2.3: Saharan Frescos and North African Traditions 

Part 1.3: Ancient Kingdoms and Artistic Traditions 

• Sub-Part 1.3.1: Pharaonic Egypt 

• Sub-Part 1.3.2: Nubian and Kushite Traditions and Meroe 

• Sub-Part 1.3.3: Axium and the Wider Historical Continuum 

 



Introduction 

African art history is the study of artistic forms, objects, images, materials, practices, and their cultural 

and historical contexts across the African continent. It involves more than identifying objects as examples 

of African art. It asks how artworks were made, what they looked like, what they represented, how they 

were used, and what social values they carried within the communities and historical periods in which 

they existed. 

The course description presents African art through a chronological survey beginning with early rock art 

traditions in Southern Africa, including the Blombos Stone, moving through Saharan frescos and the art 

of pharaonic Egypt, and continuing to Nubian and Kushite traditions, Meroe, Axium, Bantu and Sudanese 

kingdoms and city-states in Africa south of the Sahara to about 1700 AD. The emphasis is on the stylistic 

progression of forms, symbolism, and the social value of artworks as metaphors bearing pan-continental 

identities. 

This Series establishes the foundations needed for the later study of cultural production, symbolic icons, 

iconographies, interpretation, historical timelines, anthropological comparisons, and scrapbook 

documentation. You will begin with the meaning and scope of African art history, then examine early 

African art traditions, before considering major ancient and early historical centres identified in the course 

content. 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 1.1 explain the meaning and scope of African art history, 

SLO 1.2 identify major sources and methods used in studying African art history, 

SLO 1.3 describe the significance of early African art traditions in a chronological framework, 

SLO 1.4 discuss selected artistic traditions associated with pharaonic Egypt, Nubian and Kushite 

kingdoms, Meroe, and Axium, and 

SLO 1.5 explain the importance of stylistic progression, symbolism, and social value in the study of 

African art history. 



1.1 Meaning, Scope And Sources Of African Art History 

1.1.1 Defining African art history 

African art history examines the development and significance of artistic forms within African historical 

and cultural settings. It considers objects and practices such as rock art, sculpture, painting, architecture, 

body-related forms, textiles, ceramics, metalwork, and other material expressions where relevant to the 

historical period being studied. 

The word “history” is important because artworks are connected to particular times, places, people, 

technologies, belief systems, economies, political structures, and social relationships. African art history 

therefore asks not only what an object looks like but also what circumstances produced it and what role it 

played. 

Fill in the blank: African art history examines artistic forms within their historical and __________ 

settings. 

Figure 

1.1 Broad chronological map of African art history.  

 

1.1.2 Scope and geographical frame 

The scope of this course is pan-continental. The prescribed content begins with rock art traditions in 

Southern Africa, moves to the Sahara and North Africa, and includes pharaonic Egypt and the traditions 



of Nubia, the Kushite kingdom, Meroe, and Axium. It also extends to Bantu and Sudanese kingdoms and 

city-states in Africa south of the Sahara up to about 1700 AD. 

A pan-continental approach makes comparison possible while requiring care with regional differences. 

Africa is not a single cultural unit. Artistic forms developed within different environments, societies, 

languages, belief systems, political organisations, and historical circumstances. The course therefore uses 

a broad continental frame while examining specific traditions in their own contexts. 

Fill in the blank: The course adopts a __________-continental approach to the study of African art 

history. 

1.1.3 Sources and methods for studying African art 

African art history can draw on several kinds of evidence. These include surviving artworks and 

archaeological materials, sites and monuments, stylistic analysis, historical records, inscriptions, oral 

traditions, material evidence, and comparisons with related cultural practices where appropriate. Different 

sources answer different questions and may provide different kinds of evidence. 

A careful student should distinguish what an artwork directly shows from what is inferred from context or 

supporting evidence. Dating, provenance, materials, technique, iconography, function, and social context 

can all contribute to interpretation. Where evidence is limited, conclusions should remain appropriately 

cautious. 

Fill in the blank: Archaeological materials, artworks, inscriptions, oral traditions, and historical records 

are examples of __________ used in art history. 

Pilot questions 1.1 

1. Define African art history. 

2. Why is historical context important when studying an artwork? 

3. Identify two regions included in the course's pan-continental scope. 

4. State three types of evidence that can support the study of African art history. 

5. Why should students distinguish direct visual evidence from inference? 



1.2 Early African Art Traditions 

1.2.1 Southern African rock art traditions 

Rock art traditions are an important starting point for the chronological survey prescribed in FAA 311. 

Rock surfaces can preserve images and marks that provide evidence about early visual expression. Their 

study involves attention to the location of the images, the techniques used, the subjects represented, the 

physical surface, and the archaeological context. 

Rock art should not be treated merely as decoration. Images can be examined as evidence of how people 

used visual forms to represent, communicate, remember, or structure experiences. Interpretation must 

nevertheless be based on evidence because the original meanings of very early images may not be fully 

recoverable. 

Fill in the blank: In the course's chronological survey, the study of African art begins with rock art 

traditions in __________ Africa. 

1.2.2 The Blombos Stone and early material expression 

The course content identifies the Blombos Stone among the early examples associated with Southern 

African traditions and gives a date of about 70,000 BC for the beginning of the chronological survey. The 

object is important in the course framework because it draws attention to early material expression and 

the capacity of humans to create, modify, and use objects in ways that carry visual or symbolic 

significance. 

When studying an early object such as the Blombos Stone, students should examine its material, markings 

or design features, archaeological context, estimated age, and the limits of what can be inferred from the 

evidence. Early material expression should be approached carefully rather than interpreted through 

assumptions about modern artistic categories. 

Fill in the blank: The course identifies the Blombos Stone as an example associated with early 

__________ expression. 

1.2.3 Saharan frescos and North African traditions 

The course chronology moves from Southern African rock art to Saharan frescos and then to the art of 

pharaonic Egypt. Saharan frescos demonstrate the importance of wall-based visual expression within the 

historical survey and provide evidence for studying subjects, stylistic features, techniques, and changing 

environments. 



The Sahara should be understood as part of the wider historical geography of Africa rather than as an 

isolated cultural zone. Its artistic evidence contributes to the study of movement, environmental change, 

social life, and visual representation across North Africa and the wider continent. Careful chronology 

helps students place such evidence in relation to other African traditions. 

Fill in the blank: The course chronology moves from Southern African rock art to __________ frescos 

and then to the art of pharaonic Egypt. 

Figure 

1.2 Early African material and visual traditions.  

 

Pilot questions 1.2 

1. Why is rock art important to the chronological study of African art? 

2. Identify the early object named in the course content. 

3. What approximate date does the course content give for the beginning of its chronological survey? 

4. Identify two features that can be studied when examining early rock art. 

5. Why should interpretations of very early images be made cautiously? 



1.3 Ancient Kingdoms And Artistic Traditions 

1.3.1 Pharaonic Egypt 

The art of pharaonic Egypt forms a major part of the course's North African historical survey. Egyptian 

artistic production can be studied through its forms, techniques, symbolism, architecture, sculpture, 

painting, and relationships with religious and political structures. 

A historical study of Egyptian art should pay attention to the ways artistic forms communicate ideas about 

authority, belief, death, kingship, social order, and identity. Stylistic conventions are also important 

because they show how artists worked within established visual systems while responding to particular 

historical contexts. 

Fill in the blank: The art of __________ Egypt forms a major part of the course's North African historical 

survey. 

1.3.2 Nubian and Kushite traditions and Meroe 

The course content places Nubian traditions, the Kushite kingdom, and Meroe within the chronological 

survey of African art history. Their inclusion demonstrates that ancient African artistic histories cannot be 

reduced to the history of Egypt alone. These traditions provide important material for studying 

relationships among political power, cultural identity, artistic forms, architecture, symbolism, and 

regional interaction. 

In examining Kushite and Meroitic traditions, students should consider both connections and distinctions. 

Artistic similarities can indicate exchange or shared influences, but they do not automatically mean that 

one culture simply copied another. Historical context is necessary for evaluating how ideas, forms, and 

techniques were adapted. 

Fill in the blank: The course specifically identifies the Kushite kingdom and __________ as part of the 

Nubian traditions in its chronological survey. 

1.3.3 Axium and the wider historical continuum 

Axium is also identified in the course content as part of the historical sequence. Its inclusion reinforces 

the need to study African artistic development through multiple centres rather than through one dominant 

historical tradition. Students should place Axium within the wider sequence and examine how artistic 

forms, symbolism, material practices, and social values developed in relation to historical circumstances. 



The chronological approach becomes more useful when students compare changes in form and meaning 

across regions without assuming that every region followed the same path. The goal is to understand 

historical relationships, continuities, differences, and the social value of artistic production. 

Fill in the blank: The course includes __________ among the historical traditions in its chronological 

survey. 

Pilot questions 1.3 

1. Why is pharaonic Egypt important to the study of African art history? 

2. Name two traditions associated with Nubia identified in the course content. 

3. What does the inclusion of Kushite and Meroitic traditions demonstrate about African art history? 

4. Why should similarities between artistic traditions not automatically be treated as evidence of copying? 

5. Why is it useful to compare artistic developments across different African historical centres? 

  



Series summary 

This Series has established the foundations of African art history through the chronological and pan-

continental framework specified for FAA 311. You began by defining African art history, examining its 

scope, and identifying sources and methods used to study artworks and material evidence. You then 

considered the importance of historical context and the need to distinguish evidence from inference. 

The Series followed the prescribed chronology from Southern African rock art traditions and the Blombos 

Stone through Saharan frescos and pharaonic Egypt, and then to Nubian and Kushite traditions, Meroe, 

and Axium. Throughout, emphasis was placed on stylistic progression, symbolism, social value, historical 

context, and the need to recognise regional differences within a pan-continental study of African art. 

Glossary of terms 

African art history: The study of artistic forms, objects, practices, and their historical and cultural contexts 

across Africa. 

Archaeological evidence: Material remains and contextual information recovered through archaeological 

investigation and used to reconstruct aspects of past human life. 

Chronology: The arrangement of events, objects, or developments according to their sequence in time. 

Iconography: The study and interpretation of subjects, symbols, and visual attributes represented in art. 

Material expression: The creation, modification, and use of physical objects or forms in ways that may 

communicate cultural, practical, social, or symbolic significance. 

Pan-continental: Relating to or considering the African continent as a broad geographical and historical 

field while recognising internal differences. 

Stylistic progression: Changes and developments in visual forms, techniques, compositions, and artistic 

conventions over time. 

Symbolism: The use of visual forms, objects, images, or signs to communicate meanings beyond their 

immediate physical appearance. 

Concept check questions 1 

Objective questions 

1. Define African art history. (Linked to SLO 1.1) 

2. Identify one reason historical context is important in studying African art. (Linked to SLO 1.1) 



3. What is meant by a pan-continental approach? (Linked to SLO 1.1) 

4. Identify one early African art tradition named in the course content. (Linked to SLO 1.3) 

5. Name two ancient African traditions or centres included in the course chronology. (Linked to SLO 1.4) 

Short-answer questions 

6. Explain why sources and methods are important in reconstructing African art history. (Linked to SLO 

1.2) 

7. Discuss the significance of the Blombos Stone and early Southern African visual or material traditions 

within the course chronology. (Linked to SLO 1.3) 

8. Explain why Egyptian, Nubian, Kushite, Meroitic, and Axium traditions should be studied as part of a 

wider African art history. (Linked to SLO 1.4) 

Long-answer questions 

9. Trace the broad chronological sequence presented in FAA 311 from Southern African rock art 

traditions through Saharan frescos and pharaonic Egypt to Nubian, Kushite, Meroitic, and Axium 

traditions. Explain the importance of chronology in understanding African art history. (Linked to SLO 

1.3–1.4) 

10. Critically discuss the importance of stylistic progression, symbolism, and social value in the study of 

African art history. (Linked to SLO 1.5) 

Answers to concept check questions 1 

Objective questions 

1. African art history is the study of artistic forms, objects, practices, and their historical and cultural 

contexts across Africa. 

2. Historical context helps explain when, where, why, and under what social, political, religious, or 

economic circumstances an artwork was produced. 

3. A pan-continental approach considers African art across the continent while recognising regional and 

cultural differences. 

4. Possible answers include Southern African rock art traditions, the Blombos Stone, Saharan frescos, or 

other traditions explicitly named in the course content. 

5. Possible answers include pharaonic Egypt, Nubian traditions, the Kushite kingdom, Meroe, or Axium. 



Short-answer questions 

6. Sources and methods provide the evidence through which students reconstruct past artistic practices. 

Artworks, archaeological materials, inscriptions, oral traditions, and historical records can provide 

different kinds of information. Students must distinguish direct evidence from inference and recognise 

limitations in the available evidence. 

7. The Blombos Stone is identified in the course content as an early example associated with Southern 

African material expression, within a chronology beginning around 70,000 BC. Its significance lies in the 

study of early material and visual expression and the evidence it provides for understanding early human 

cultural practices. 

8. These traditions demonstrate that African art history contains multiple historical centres and cultural 

developments. Studying them together allows comparison of forms, symbolism, social values, political 

structures, and regional interaction without reducing African history to a single tradition. 

Long-answer questions 

9. Basic response: The sequence begins with Southern African rock art traditions, including the Blombos 

Stone, moves to Saharan frescos and pharaonic Egypt, and includes Nubian and Kushite traditions, 

Meroe, and Axium. Value-added response: A strong answer should explain that chronology organises 

change over time but should not imply that all African societies followed one identical path. It should 

connect chronology to stylistic development, symbolism, social value, and regional differences. 

10. Basic response: Stylistic progression shows how forms and techniques change over time; symbolism 

explains how visual forms communicate meanings; social value explains how artworks function within 

communities and historical structures. Value-added response: A strong answer should show that these 

dimensions work together. A change in form may reflect changing beliefs, political authority, social 

organisation, technology, or cultural interaction, and the interpretation should remain grounded in 

historical evidence. 

Answers to pilot questions 1 

Answers to Pilot Questions 1.1 

1. African art history studies artistic forms, objects, practices, and their historical and cultural contexts 

across Africa. 

2. Historical context helps explain the circumstances, functions, meanings, and social values associated 

with an artwork. 



3. Possible answers include Southern Africa, North Africa, the Sahara, or regions associated with Nubia, 

Kush, Meroe, Axium, Bantu kingdoms, or Sudanese kingdoms and city-states. 

4. Possible answers include surviving artworks, archaeological materials, sites, monuments, inscriptions, 

oral traditions, historical records, stylistic analysis, and material evidence. 

5. Direct visual evidence is what can be observed from the work itself, while inference depends on 

interpretation or supporting evidence. Distinguishing them helps prevent unsupported claims. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 1.2 

1. Rock art provides evidence of early visual expression and allows historians to study forms, subjects, 

techniques, locations, and archaeological contexts. 

2. The Blombos Stone. 

3. About 70,000 BC. 

4. Possible answers include subject matter, location, technique, markings, composition, surface, and 

archaeological context. 

5. The original meanings of very early images may not be fully recoverable, so interpretations should be 

based on available evidence and expressed cautiously. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 1.3 

1. It forms a major part of the North African historical survey and provides extensive material for 

studying artistic form, symbolism, technique, religion, authority, and social organisation. 

2. The Kushite kingdom and Meroe. 

3. It demonstrates that African artistic history contains multiple important centres and cannot be reduced 

to the history of Egypt alone. 

4. Similarities can result from exchange, shared influences, parallel development, or other relationships; 

historical evidence is required before concluding that one tradition copied another. 

5. Comparison helps students identify continuity, difference, stylistic progression, symbolism, social 

value, and possible historical relationships among different traditions. 

  



References and attributions 1 

Figure 1.1 Broad chronological map of African art history. Attribution: Suggested as an AI-generated 

educational diagram. Prompt: “Create a clean academic map-and-timeline graphic showing the broad 

geographic and chronological scope of FAA 311, beginning with Southern African rock art traditions, 

then the Sahara and North Africa, pharaonic Egypt, Nubia/Kush/Meroe, Axium, and later Bantu and 

Sudanese kingdoms and city-states. Clearly indicate that it is a teaching framework and not a claim of one 

uniform African artistic sequence.” 

Figure 1.2 Early African material and visual traditions. Attribution: Suggested as an AI-generated 

educational diagram. Prompt: “Create a respectful academic educational illustration showing early 

Southern African rock art, the Blombos Stone as an archaeological object, Saharan frescos, and the 

transition toward ancient North African artistic traditions. Do not invent archaeological details; label the 

elements as schematic teaching representations.” 
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Series 2 Cultural Production And Symbolic Icons 

Series outline 

Part 2.1: Cultural Production in African Art 

1. Sub-Part 2.1.1: Meaning and Processes of Cultural Production 

2. Sub-Part 2.1.2: Artists, Communities and Social Institutions 

3. Sub-Part 2.1.3: Materials, Skills, Transmission and Cultural Continuity 

Part 2.2: Symbolic Icons in African Art 

1. Sub-Part 2.2.1: Meaning of Symbols and Icons 

2. Sub-Part 2.2.2: Social, Religious and Political Symbolism 

3. Sub-Part 2.2.3: Icons, Identity and Pan-Continental Meaning 

Part 2.3: Cultural Production, Symbolism and Social Value 

1. Sub-Part 2.3.1: Artworks as Metaphors and Social Communication 

2. Sub-Part 2.3.2: Cultural Context and Changing Meanings 

3. Sub-Part 2.3.3: Interpreting Cultural Production and Symbolic Icons 

 

Introduction 

African art is produced within social and cultural environments. An artwork is therefore not only 

a physical object or visual form; it can be the result of relationships among artists, communities, 

beliefs, institutions, materials, technologies, skills, histories, and systems of value. Cultural 

production refers to the processes through which people create, transmit, use, interpret, and give 

meaning to cultural forms. 

The course content identifies cultural production and symbolic icons as central to the study of 

African art. It specifically emphasises stylistic progression, symbolism, and the social value of 

works as metaphors that bear pan-continental identities. This Series develops those ideas by 

examining how cultural production takes place and how symbolic icons communicate meanings 

within particular social contexts. 

You will first examine cultural production as a process involving artists, communities, materials, 

skills, institutions, and cultural transmission. You will then study symbols and icons, including 



their social, religious, and political functions. Finally, you will connect symbolic meaning with 

social value, metaphor, identity, and cultural context, while recognising that meanings can vary 

across African societies and historical periods. 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 2.1 explain cultural production as a process within African art history, 

SLO 2.2 analyse the roles of artists, communities, institutions, materials, skills, and cultural 

transmission in artistic production, 

SLO 2.3 define and identify symbolic icons in African art, 

SLO 2.4 explain social, religious, political, and identity-related functions of symbols and icons, 

and 

SLO 2.5 interpret artworks as cultural metaphors while relating symbolism to social value and 

historical context. 

  



2.1 Cultural Production In African Art 

2.1.1 Meaning and processes of cultural production 

Cultural production describes the processes through which cultural forms are created and given 

meaning within society. In African art, these processes may involve individual artists, families, 

communities, workshops, religious institutions, political structures, markets, patrons, and 

audiences. Production can include making an object, teaching a technique, selecting materials, 

assigning social functions, displaying a work, and interpreting it. 

Cultural production is not simply the act of making. A carved figure, textile, painting, 

architectural form, or other artwork gains significance through the social relationships and 

cultural knowledge surrounding it. The same material form can have different meanings 

depending on who made it, who uses it, where it appears, and what cultural practices surround it. 

Fill in the blank: Cultural production describes the processes through which cultural forms are 

created and given __________ within society. 

2.1.2 Artists, communities and social institutions 

Artists do not always work as isolated individuals. Cultural production can be supported or 

shaped by families, apprenticeships, communities, religious groups, political authorities, patrons, 

markets, museums, galleries, schools, and other institutions. These relationships can influence 

subject matter, materials, techniques, audiences, and the purposes for which artworks are 

produced. 

Community participation can also preserve cultural knowledge. A technique may be transmitted 

through generations, while an institution or social group can determine when, where, and by 

whom a particular form is made or used. Studying these relationships helps explain why art is 

connected to social organisation and cultural identity. 

Fill in the blank: Cultural production can be shaped by artists, families, communities, institutions, 

patrons, and __________. 

2.1.3 Materials, skills, transmission and cultural continuity 

Materials and technical skills are important components of cultural production. The availability of 

clay, wood, fibre, metal, pigments, stone, textiles, or other materials can affect what artists 

produce. Skills are developed through learning, observation, practice, apprenticeship, and 

participation in cultural practices. 



Cultural transmission allows knowledge of forms, techniques, symbols, and social functions to 

continue across generations. Continuity does not necessarily mean that forms remain unchanged. 

Artists can preserve important cultural references while adapting materials, techniques, scale, or 

uses to new circumstances. Cultural production can therefore involve both continuity and change. 

Fill in the blank: Cultural transmission allows knowledge of forms, techniques, symbols, and 

social functions to continue across __________. 

Figure 2.1 Cultural production process. Attribution: Suggested as an AI-generated educational 

diagram.  

 

Pilot questions 2.1 

1. Define cultural production. 

2. Identify three groups or institutions that can influence artistic production. 

3. Why should cultural production not be understood as simply the act of making an object? 

4. How can apprenticeship contribute to cultural continuity? 

5. Explain how cultural production can involve both continuity and change. 



2.2 Symbolic Icons In African Art 

2.2.1 Meaning of symbols and icons 

A symbol is a form, object, image, gesture, pattern, or sign that communicates an idea or meaning 

beyond its immediate physical appearance. An icon is a recognisable image, figure, object, or 

sign that becomes strongly associated with a particular person, idea, belief, group, or cultural 

meaning. The meanings of symbols and icons are learned through cultural experience and are 

therefore connected to context. 

In African art, symbolic forms may appear in sculpture, painting, textiles, architecture, body-

related practices, objects, performance, and other artistic forms. Interpretation requires attention 

to the particular society and historical period involved. It is unsafe to assume that a symbol has 

one universal meaning across the entire continent. 

Fill in the blank: A symbol communicates an idea or meaning beyond its immediate physical 

__________. 

2.2.2 Social, religious and political symbolism 

Symbols can perform social functions by communicating identity, status, age, gender roles, 

community belonging, lineage, or social relationships. Religious symbolism can communicate 

beliefs, sacred relationships, ritual roles, or ideas about spiritual life. Political symbolism can 

communicate authority, leadership, resistance, collective identity, or relationships between rulers 

and communities. 

The same artwork may combine several forms of symbolism. A royal object, for example, may 

have political significance while also communicating religious or social ideas. A careful analysis 

should therefore consider the different meanings that can operate together rather than reducing 

the work to one symbolic function. 

Fill in the blank: Social symbolism can communicate identity, status, community belonging, 

lineage, and social __________. 

2.2.3 Icons, identity and pan-continental meaning 

Icons can contribute to cultural identity by making particular histories, beliefs, values, or social 

experiences visible. Within the course framework, artworks may also function as metaphors that 

bear pan-continental identities. This does not mean that all African societies share identical 



symbols. Instead, the pan-continental perspective allows students to recognise recurring concerns 

while examining specific cultural meanings in context. 

An icon can become important because it represents a community, historical experience, cultural 

value, or widely recognised idea. Its significance may change when it moves into a different 

social setting. Students should therefore distinguish between a symbol's established cultural 

associations and new meanings that may emerge through later interpretation or reuse. 

Fill in the blank: A pan-continental perspective recognises recurring concerns while still 

examining specific cultural meanings in their __________. 

Figure 2.2 Symbolic icons and social functions. Attribution: Suggested as an AI-generated 

educational diagram.  

 

Pilot questions 2.2 

1. Define a symbol. 

2. What is an icon? 

3. Identify three areas in which symbolism can operate. 

4. Why should symbols not be assumed to have one universal meaning across Africa? 



5. Explain how icons can contribute to cultural identity. 

2.3 Cultural Production, Symbolism And Social Value 

2.3.1 Artworks as metaphors and social communication 

A metaphor allows one form or image to communicate an idea beyond its literal appearance. In 

African art, objects and visual forms can function as metaphors for identity, authority, memory, 

spirituality, community, social relationships, or historical experience. The course content 

specifically directs attention to works as metaphors that bear pan-continental identities. 

Social communication occurs when artworks convey information, values, beliefs, expectations, 

histories, or relationships within a community or between communities. A work can communicate 

through its subject, form, material, location, performance, use, or symbolic associations. 

Interpretation therefore requires attention to both the visual form and the social setting in which it 

operates. 

Fill in the blank: The course content describes works as __________ that can bear pan-

continental identities. 

2.3.2 Cultural context and changing meanings 

Cultural context refers to the social, historical, political, religious, economic, and material 

circumstances in which an artwork is produced and understood. Context helps explain why 

particular forms are valued and why particular symbols are meaningful. 

Meanings can change when artworks are removed from their original settings, displayed in 

museums, reproduced in books or digital media, collected by outsiders, or reinterpreted by later 

artists and audiences. This does not necessarily erase the original meaning, but it can create 

additional readings. A responsible interpretation should identify the context supporting each 

claim. 

Fill in the blank: The social, historical, political, religious, economic, and material circumstances 

surrounding an artwork form its cultural __________. 

2.3.3 Interpreting cultural production and symbolic icons 

A useful interpretation connects three areas: how an artwork was produced, what visual or 

material forms it contains, and what those forms mean within their cultural context. Begin by 

identifying the object, material, technique, maker or producing community where known, and 



social setting. Next, identify symbols or icons and examine their relationships within the work. 

Finally, consider the social value and metaphorical meanings that the work may communicate. 

Interpretation should be evidence-based. Avoid treating all African visual forms as 

interchangeable or assigning meanings without cultural support. Where evidence is uncertain, 

acknowledge the uncertainty. This approach allows you to appreciate both the diversity of 

African artistic traditions and the wider themes that can connect them. 

Fill in the blank: A useful interpretation connects production, visual form, and cultural 

__________. 

Pilot questions 2.3 

1. What is a metaphor in relation to an artwork? 

2. Identify three kinds of meaning that an artwork may communicate socially. 

3. Why can the meaning of an artwork change when its context changes? 

4. Identify the three broad areas that a useful interpretation should connect. 

5. Why should interpretation be evidence-based? 

  



Series summary 

This Series has examined cultural production and symbolic icons as foundations for 

understanding African art. Cultural production was presented as a social process involving artists, 

communities, institutions, materials, skills, transmission, and cultural continuity. You learned that 

the significance of an artwork develops through relationships between its form and the cultural 

environment in which it is produced, used, and interpreted. 

The Series then examined symbols and icons and their social, religious, political, and identity-

related functions. Finally, you considered artworks as metaphors and forms of social 

communication, with particular attention to social value and pan-continental identities. You 

should now be able to explain how cultural production works, identify symbolic icons, interpret 

their meanings in context, and connect production, form, symbolism, and social value in the study 

of African art history. 

Glossary of terms 

Cultural continuity: The continuation and transmission of cultural knowledge, practices, values, 

forms, or techniques across generations. 

Cultural production: The processes through which cultural forms are created, transmitted, used, 

interpreted, and given meaning within society. 

Cultural transmission: The process through which knowledge, skills, beliefs, forms, symbols, and 

practices are passed between people and generations. 

Icon: A recognisable image, figure, object, or sign strongly associated with a particular person, 

idea, belief, group, or cultural meaning. 

Metaphor: A form, image, or object used to communicate an idea beyond its literal or immediate 

appearance. 

Social value: The importance or significance an artwork has within social relationships, beliefs, 

identities, institutions, or community life. 

Symbol: A form, object, image, gesture, pattern, or sign that communicates an idea or meaning 

beyond its immediate physical appearance. 

  



Concept check questions 2 

Objective questions 

1. Define cultural production. (Linked to SLO 2.1) 

2. Identify one factor that can influence cultural production. (Linked to SLO 2.2) 

3. Define a symbolic icon. (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

4. Name two areas in which symbolism can operate. (Linked to SLO 2.4) 

5. What does cultural context help you understand about an artwork? (Linked to SLO 2.5) 

Short-answer questions 

6. Explain how artists, communities, and institutions can interact in cultural production. (Linked 

to SLO 2.1–2.2) 

7. Discuss how symbols can communicate social, religious, and political meanings in African art. 

(Linked to SLO 2.3–2.4) 

8. Explain why social value and cultural context are important when interpreting an African 

artwork as a metaphor. (Linked to SLO 2.5) 

Long-answer questions 

9. Critically discuss cultural production in African art, with attention to artists, communities, 

materials, skills, cultural transmission, and continuity. (Linked to SLO 2.1–2.2) 

10. Evaluate the relationship among symbolic icons, cultural context, social value, and pan-

continental identity in African art. (Linked to SLO 2.3–2.5) 

Answers to concept check questions 2 

Objective questions 

1. Cultural production is the process through which cultural forms are created, transmitted, used, 

interpreted, and given meaning within society. 

2. Possible answers include artists, communities, families, institutions, patrons, markets, 

materials, skills, technologies, religious groups, and political structures. 



3. A symbolic icon is a recognisable image, figure, object, or sign strongly associated with a 

particular person, idea, belief, group, or cultural meaning. 

4. Possible answers include social, religious, political, cultural, and identity-related symbolism. 

5. Cultural context helps explain the circumstances, relationships, beliefs, histories, and values 

through which an artwork and its symbols acquire meaning. 

Short-answer questions 

6. Artists may work within families, communities, workshops, religious institutions, political 

structures, markets, or other organisations. These relationships can influence materials, 

techniques, subject matter, audiences, purposes, and cultural transmission. 

7. Social symbolism can communicate identity, status, lineage, belonging, or relationships. 

Religious symbolism can communicate beliefs and sacred relationships. Political symbolism can 

communicate authority, leadership, resistance, or collective identity. These meanings can operate 

together within a single work. 

8. Social value explains why a work matters within community or social life, while cultural 

context explains the circumstances in which its meanings developed. Both are necessary for 

interpreting metaphor without imposing unsupported meanings. 

Long-answer questions 

9. Basic response: Cultural production involves the creation and transmission of cultural forms 

through artists, communities, institutions, materials, and skills. Apprenticeship and social 

participation can maintain techniques and meanings. Value-added response: A strong answer 

should explain that continuity does not mean complete repetition. Cultural production can 

preserve cultural references while allowing artists to adapt materials, techniques, forms, and 

functions to new circumstances. 

10. Basic response: Symbolic icons communicate cultural meanings and can contribute to 

identity. Their social value depends on cultural context, while their meanings may change when 

they enter new settings. Value-added response: A strong answer should distinguish pan-

continental themes from universal meanings and explain that a responsible interpretation 

examines specific cultural contexts while recognising broader identities and shared concerns. 



Answers to pilot questions 2 

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.1 

1. Cultural production is the process through which cultural forms are created and given meaning 

within society. 

2. Possible answers include artists, families, communities, religious groups, political authorities, 

patrons, markets, museums, galleries, schools, and other institutions. 

3. Cultural production includes the social relationships, cultural knowledge, materials, techniques, 

functions, audiences, and institutions surrounding the act of making. 

4. Apprenticeship allows technical knowledge, forms, skills, and cultural practices to be learned 

and passed from one generation to another. 

5. Cultural production can maintain cultural references and techniques while adapting materials, 

forms, scale, or functions to changing circumstances. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.2 

1. A symbol is a form, object, image, gesture, pattern, or sign that communicates meaning beyond 

its immediate physical appearance. 

2. An icon is a recognisable image, figure, object, or sign strongly associated with a particular 

person, idea, belief, group, or cultural meaning. 

3. Social, religious, political, and identity-related symbolism are possible answers. 

4. Meanings are connected to particular societies and historical contexts, so the same form can 

carry different meanings in different settings. 

5. Icons can make histories, beliefs, values, social experiences, and cultural identities visible and 

recognisable. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 2.3 

1. A metaphor uses a form or image to communicate an idea beyond its literal or immediate 

appearance. 

2. Possible answers include identity, authority, memory, spirituality, community, social 

relationships, and historical experience. 



3. Removal from an original setting, museum display, reproduction, digital circulation, collection, 

or later reinterpretation can create additional readings. 

4. A useful interpretation connects how the artwork was produced, the visual or material forms it 

contains, and what those forms mean within their cultural context. 

5. Evidence-based interpretation reduces unsupported claims and helps ensure that meanings are 

grounded in visual, historical, cultural, or social information. 

  



References and attributions 2 
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Series 3 Iconographies And Interpretation Of Forms 

Series outline 

Part 3.1: Iconography in African Art 

1. Sub-Part 3.1.1: Meaning and Scope of Iconography 

2. Sub-Part 3.1.2: Symbols, Attributes and Visual Motifs 

3. Sub-Part 3.1.3: Iconography and Cultural Context 

Part 3.2: Interpreting Forms in African Art 

6. Sub-Part 3.2.1: Formal Analysis and Visual Description 

7. Sub-Part 3.2.2: Materials, Technique, Style and Meaning 

8. Sub-Part 3.2.3: Form, Function and Social Value 

Part 3.3: Integrated Interpretation and Appreciation 

11. Sub-Part 3.3.1: From Description to Interpretation 

12. Sub-Part 3.3.2: Evidence, Context and Responsible Interpretation 

13. Sub-Part 3.3.3: Appreciation of Form and Cultural Significance 

 

Introduction 

Iconography and interpretation of forms are central to the study of African art because artworks 

communicate through both what they depict and how they are made. A historical study must 

therefore examine symbols, attributes, motifs, materials, techniques, style, function, and cultural 

context together. This approach makes it possible to move from simply identifying an artwork to 

explaining how its visual form carries meaning. 

The course learning outcomes require students to explore iconographies, interpret forms in 

African art, and appreciate form in African art. The course content also places emphasis on 

stylistic progression, symbolism, and the social value of works as metaphors that bear pan-

continental identities. This Series develops those requirements without treating African art as a 

single uniform visual tradition. 

You will first learn the meaning and scope of iconography and how symbols, attributes, and 

motifs can be read within cultural contexts. You will then examine formal analysis, including 



materials, techniques, style, function, and social value. The final part brings these approaches 

together so that you can produce evidence-based interpretations and demonstrate informed 

appreciation of African artistic forms. 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 3.1 define iconography and explain its importance in the study of African art, 

SLO 3.2 identify and interpret symbols, attributes, motifs, and visual conventions within 

appropriate cultural contexts, 

SLO 3.3 analyse formal qualities of African artworks, including material, technique, style, 

composition, and structure, 

SLO 3.4 relate artistic form to function, symbolism, cultural context, and social value, and 

SLO 3.5 produce a reasoned interpretation and informed appreciation of an African artwork using 

visual and contextual evidence. 

  



3.1 Iconography In African Art 

3.1.1 Meaning and scope of iconography 

Iconography is the study and interpretation of the subjects, symbols, attributes, images, and visual 

motifs represented in artworks. It asks what is depicted and what those depicted elements signify 

within a particular cultural and historical context. Iconography is therefore concerned with 

meaning, but it must begin with careful identification of the visual evidence. 

In African art, iconographic interpretation may involve examining figures, animals, objects, 

gestures, patterns, costumes, regalia, body features, architectural details, or other recognisable 

forms. The same visual element may carry different meanings in different societies. The 

interpreter must therefore avoid assuming that a symbol has a universal African meaning. 

Fill in the blank: The study and interpretation of subjects, symbols, attributes, images, and visual 

motifs is called __________. 

3.1.2 Symbols, attributes and visual motifs 

A symbol communicates meaning beyond its immediate physical appearance. An attribute is a 

recognisable object, feature, or characteristic associated with a particular figure, role, identity, or 

idea. A visual motif is a recurring element, pattern, form, or design that can contribute to the 

identity and meaning of an artwork or artistic tradition. 

When analysing iconography, students should identify such elements before interpreting them. 

For example, a particular object held by a figure may identify a role or status, while a repeated 

pattern may communicate identity, social affiliation, spiritual ideas, or aesthetic conventions. 

Interpretation depends on evidence about the culture and period in which the work was produced. 

Fill in the blank: A recognisable object or feature associated with a particular figure, role, 

identity, or idea is an __________. 

3.1.3 Iconography and cultural context 

Iconographic meaning cannot be separated from cultural context. Historical period, belief 

systems, social organisation, political structures, gender and age roles, economic conditions, ritual 

practices, and artistic conventions can all affect the meaning of an image or symbol. 

A responsible interpretation therefore asks who produced the work, where and when it was made, 

who used or viewed it, what function it served, and what cultural knowledge is needed to 



understand its symbols. Where the evidence is incomplete, interpretation should acknowledge 

uncertainty rather than present speculation as fact. 

Fill in the blank: Iconographic meaning must be interpreted within its historical and __________ 

context. 

Pilot questions 3.1 

1. Define iconography. 

2. What is a visual motif? 

3. Distinguish between a symbol and an attribute. 

4. Why can the same visual element have different meanings in different African societies? 

5. Identify four contextual questions that should guide iconographic interpretation. 

3.2 Interpreting Forms In African Art 

3.2.1 Formal analysis and visual description 

Formal analysis begins with close observation of the artwork itself. It considers qualities such as 

line, shape, form, colour where applicable, texture, pattern, scale, proportion, composition, spatial 

organisation, repetition, balance, movement, and surface treatment. The aim is first to describe 

what is visibly present before explaining what it may mean. 

A good visual description is precise rather than vague. Instead of saying that a sculpture is 

“beautiful” or “interesting,” the student should identify observable characteristics such as the 

arrangement of forms, degree of naturalism or stylisation, treatment of surfaces, emphasis on 

particular body features, repetition of motifs, or relationship between parts and whole. 

Fill in the blank: Formal analysis begins with close __________ of the artwork itself. 

3.2.2 Materials, technique, style and meaning 

Material and technique can influence the appearance, durability, function, and meaning of an 

artwork. Wood, clay, metal, fibre, stone, pigment, textile, and other materials have different 

physical properties and require different methods of production. The choice of material can 

therefore be part of an artwork's cultural and practical significance. 



Style refers to recognisable characteristics in form, technique, composition, or visual treatment. In 

the study of African art history, stylistic progression can help students identify changes and 

continuities across periods and traditions. Style should not be treated as a purely decorative 

feature because changes in artistic form may relate to social, political, religious, technological, or 

cultural developments. 

Fill in the blank: The choice of material and the methods used to shape it are part of an artwork's 

material and __________ characteristics. 

3.2.3 Form, function and social value 

Form refers to the visible and material organisation of an artwork, while function refers to what 

the work was intended or expected to do within its social setting. Function may be religious, 

political, ceremonial, commemorative, educational, decorative, communicative, or related to 

other social purposes. An artwork's form can be closely connected to its function. 

Social value concerns the importance assigned to an artwork within a community or society. A 

work may embody authority, identity, memory, spirituality, lineage, social relationships, or 

collective values. The course content specifically emphasises the social value of works as 

metaphors that bear pan-continental identities. Such value should be interpreted through specific 

cultural and historical evidence. 

Fill in the blank: The intended or expected purpose of an artwork within its social setting is its 

__________. 

Pilot questions 3.2 

1. What is formal analysis? 

2. Identify four formal qualities that can be examined in an artwork. 

3. Why can material and technique affect meaning? 

4. Define artistic function. 

5. Explain the relationship between form and social value. 



3.3 Integrated Interpretation And Appreciation 

3.3.1 From description to interpretation 

Interpretation should develop from observation rather than replace it. A useful sequence is: 

identify the artwork and its context; describe its formal characteristics; identify symbols, motifs, 

or attributes; consider material and technique; determine likely function; and then explain how 

these elements contribute to meaning and social value. 

This process helps distinguish description from interpretation. Description states what can be 

observed. Analysis explains relationships among observed features. Interpretation proposes what 

those relationships mean in context. Appreciation goes further by recognising the artistic, 

cultural, historical, technical, and social significance of the work. 

Fill in the blank: Interpretation should develop from careful __________ rather than replace it. 

3.3.2 Evidence, context and responsible interpretation 

An interpretation is stronger when claims can be supported by visible evidence, historical 

information, cultural knowledge, or reliable documentation. For example, a student should not 

assign a religious meaning to an object simply because it resembles a familiar religious symbol. 

The interpretation should be supported by evidence about the work's community, use, context, or 

associated traditions. 

Responsible interpretation also recognises the limits of available information. Some historical 

artworks have uncertain dates, makers, original functions, or meanings. In such cases, a careful 

student can identify plausible interpretations while distinguishing established evidence from 

inference. This is particularly important when studying ancient African art, where surviving 

evidence may be incomplete. 

Fill in the blank: A strong interpretation distinguishes established evidence from __________. 

3.3.3 Appreciation of form and cultural significance 

Appreciating form in African art means more than describing an artwork as attractive. It involves 

recognising how artistic decisions create visual and material effects and how those decisions 

relate to cultural significance. Appreciation can include attention to craftsmanship, technical skill, 

stylistic innovation, symbolic richness, historical importance, social function, and the relationship 

between form and meaning. 



Appreciation should also avoid imposing external standards as the only measure of artistic value. 

African artworks should be considered within the purposes, conventions, materials, histories, and 

cultural values relevant to their own contexts. This allows aesthetic judgement and cultural 

understanding to work together. 

Fill in the blank: Appreciation of African art should consider artistic form together with its 

cultural and __________ significance. 

Pilot questions 3.3 

1. What is the difference between description and interpretation? 

2. List the main stages in a responsible interpretation of an artwork. 

3. Why should interpretation distinguish evidence from inference? 

4. What does informed appreciation of form involve? 

5. Why should African artworks be considered within their own cultural contexts? 

  



Series summary 

This Series has examined iconographies and the interpretation of forms in African art. 

Iconography was presented as the study of subjects, symbols, attributes, and visual motifs, with 

emphasis on cultural and historical context. You learned that visual elements cannot 

automatically be assigned universal meanings and that interpretation should be grounded in 

evidence. 

The Series then introduced formal analysis, focusing on observable qualities, materials, 

techniques, style, function, and social value. Finally, these approaches were combined into a 

process moving from description to analysis and interpretation, followed by informed 

appreciation. You should now be able to interpret African artworks by connecting visible form, 

iconography, material and technique, cultural context, function, symbolism, and social value. 

Glossary of terms 

Appreciation: An informed recognition of the artistic, cultural, historical, technical, and social 

significance of an artwork. 

Attribute: A recognisable object, feature, or characteristic associated with a particular figure, role, 

identity, or idea. 

Composition: The arrangement and relationship of visual elements within an artwork. 

Form: The visible and material organisation of an artwork, including its shapes, structures, 

surfaces, and relationships among parts. 

Formal analysis: The systematic examination of an artwork's observable visual and material 

qualities. 

Function: The intended or expected purpose an artwork serves within a particular social setting. 

Iconography: The study and interpretation of subjects, symbols, attributes, images, and visual 

motifs in art. 

Motif: A recurring visual element, pattern, form, or design that contributes to the identity or 

meaning of an artwork or artistic tradition. 

Symbol: A form, object, image, gesture, pattern, or sign that communicates meaning beyond its 

immediate physical appearance. 



Concept check questions 3 

Objective questions 

1. Define iconography. (Linked to SLO 3.1) 

2. What is an attribute in iconographic analysis? (Linked to SLO 3.2) 

3. Identify two formal qualities that can be examined in an artwork. (Linked to SLO 3.3) 

4. Define artistic function. (Linked to SLO 3.4) 

5. What should a responsible interpretation distinguish? (Linked to SLO 3.5) 

Short-answer questions 

6. Explain why iconography must be interpreted within cultural and historical context. (Linked to 

SLO 3.1–3.2) 

7. Discuss how material, technique, style, and function contribute to the interpretation of African 

art forms. (Linked to SLO 3.3–3.4) 

8. Explain how formal analysis and iconographic analysis can be combined in interpreting an 

African artwork. (Linked to SLO 3.3–3.5) 

Long-answer questions 

9. Critically discuss the role of iconography in understanding symbols, attributes, motifs, and 

cultural meanings in African art. (Linked to SLO 3.1–3.2) 

10. Develop a systematic method for interpreting and appreciating an African artwork, showing 

how form, material, technique, style, function, symbolism, context, and social value can be 

related. (Linked to SLO 3.3–3.5) 

Answers to concept check questions 3 

Objective questions 

1. Iconography is the study and interpretation of subjects, symbols, attributes, images, and visual 

motifs represented in artworks. 

2. An attribute is a recognisable object, feature, or characteristic associated with a particular 

figure, role, identity, or idea. 



3. Possible answers include line, shape, form, colour, texture, pattern, scale, proportion, 

composition, spatial organisation, repetition, balance, movement, and surface treatment. 

4. Function is the intended or expected purpose an artwork serves within a particular social 

setting. 

5. A responsible interpretation should distinguish established evidence from inference or 

speculation. 

Short-answer questions 

6. Symbols and visual motifs acquire meaning within particular belief systems, social structures, 

historical periods, and artistic conventions. Cultural and historical context therefore helps 

establish which interpretations are supported and prevents universalising meanings across 

different African societies. 

7. Materials and techniques affect an artwork's physical appearance, durability, function, and 

possible meaning. Style can reveal continuities and changes over time, while function explains 

how the work operated in its social setting. Together these factors help connect visual form to 

cultural significance. 

8. Formal analysis identifies and describes visual and material qualities, while iconographic 

analysis examines depicted subjects, symbols, attributes, and motifs. Combining them allows the 

student to explain how an artwork's visible construction and symbolic content work together 

within its cultural context. 

Long-answer questions 

9. Basic response: Iconography identifies and interprets subjects, symbols, attributes, and motifs. 

It helps explain what an artwork represents and what its visual elements may communicate. 

Value-added response: A strong answer should emphasise that meanings are context-specific and 

should be supported by cultural, historical, and visual evidence. It should also distinguish 

iconographic identification from unsupported speculation. 

10. Basic response: Begin with identification and visual description, analyse formal qualities and 

material/technique, identify symbols and motifs, establish function and cultural context, then 

develop an interpretation and appreciation. Value-added response: A strong answer should show 



the relationships among form, material, technique, style, function, symbolism, social value, and 

historical context, while clearly distinguishing observation, evidence, inference, and judgement. 

Answers to pilot questions 3 

Answers to Pilot Questions 3.1 

1. Iconography is the study and interpretation of subjects, symbols, attributes, images, and visual 

motifs in art. 

2. A visual motif is a recurring element, pattern, form, or design that contributes to the identity or 

meaning of an artwork or artistic tradition. 

3. A symbol communicates meaning beyond its immediate physical appearance, while an 

attribute is a recognisable object or feature associated with a particular figure, role, identity, or 

idea. 

4. Meanings depend on cultural beliefs, social structures, historical periods, artistic conventions, 

and particular uses. Therefore, the same visual element may not carry the same meaning 

everywhere. 

5. Ask who produced the work, where and when it was made, who used or viewed it, what 

function it served, and what cultural knowledge is required to understand its symbols. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 3.2 

1. Formal analysis is the systematic examination of an artwork's observable visual and material 

qualities. 

2. Possible answers include line, shape, form, colour, texture, pattern, scale, proportion, 

composition, spatial organisation, repetition, balance, movement, and surface treatment. 

3. Materials and techniques influence physical appearance, durability, function, production 

processes, and cultural significance. 

4. Function is the intended or expected purpose an artwork serves within its social setting. 

5. Form is the visible and material organisation of an artwork, while social value concerns the 

importance assigned to it within social relationships, beliefs, identities, institutions, or community 

life. Form can help communicate and support social value. 



Answers to Pilot Questions 3.3 

1. Description states what can be observed; interpretation proposes what those observations mean 

in a cultural and historical context. 

2. Identify the artwork and context; describe formal characteristics; identify symbols, motifs, or 

attributes; consider material and technique; determine likely function; then explain meaning and 

social value. 

3. Evidence supports claims and reduces unsupported speculation. It also allows the student to 

recognise uncertainty where information is incomplete. 

4. Informed appreciation involves recognising craftsmanship, technical skill, stylistic qualities, 

symbolic richness, historical importance, social function, and the relationship between form and 

cultural meaning. 

5. Considering an artwork in its own cultural context avoids imposing external standards as the 

only measure of value and allows its forms, functions, histories, and meanings to be understood 

more accurately. 
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Series 4 Historical Timelines And Anthropological Comparisons 

Series outline 

Part 4.1: Historical Timelines in African Art History 

1. Sub-Part 4.1.1: Meaning and Purpose of Historical Timelines 

2. Sub-Part 4.1.2: Major Periods in the FAA 311 Chronological Survey 

3. Sub-Part 4.1.3: Continuity, Change and Regional Variation 

Part 4.2: Building and Reading African Art Historical Timelines 

6. Sub-Part 4.2.1: Chronology, Dating and Periodisation 

7. Sub-Part 4.2.2: Tracking Stylistic Progression, Symbolism and Social Value 

8. Sub-Part 4.2.3: Comparing Artistic Developments Across Regions 

Part 4.3: African Art History and Anthropology 

11. Sub-Part 4.3.1: Anthropology as a Comparative Approach 

12. Sub-Part 4.3.2: Art Historical and Anthropological Questions 

13. Sub-Part 4.3.3: Combining Historical and Anthropological Perspectives 

 

Introduction 

Historical timelines provide a framework for understanding how African artistic forms, symbols, 

techniques, and social functions developed over time. FAA 311 requires students to master 

historical timelines and compare the historical timeline of African art with the options of 

anthropology. This Series therefore brings chronology and anthropological comparison together 

without treating either approach as a replacement for the other. 

The course content specifies a chronological survey beginning with rock art traditions in Southern 

Africa dated 70,000 BC, including the Blombos Stone, and continuing through Saharan frescos, 

pharaonic Egypt, Nubian and Kushite traditions, Meroe, Axium, Bantu and Sudanese kingdoms 

and city-states in Africa south of the Sahara to about 1700 AD. The focus is on stylistic 

progression of forms, symbolism, and social value as metaphors bearing pan-continental 

identities. 



The Series first explains the purpose and construction of historical timelines. It then applies 

chronology to the prescribed course sequence and examines continuity, change, and regional 

variation. Finally, it introduces anthropology as a comparative approach and shows how historical 

and anthropological questions can complement each other when studying African art. 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 4.1 construct and explain a historical timeline for the major periods and traditions identified 

in FAA 311, 

SLO 4.2 distinguish chronology, dating, and periodisation when studying African art history, 

SLO 4.3 analyse continuity, change, stylistic progression, symbolism, and social value across 

different African artistic traditions, 

SLO 4.4 explain anthropology as a comparative approach to the study of human cultures and 

societies, and 

SLO 4.5 compare historical and anthropological approaches to African art while recognising the 

contribution and limits of each perspective. 

 

4.1 Historical Timelines In African Art History 

4.1.1 Meaning and purpose of historical timelines 

A historical timeline is an organised representation of events, objects, traditions, or developments 

according to their sequence in time. In African art history, a timeline helps students see when 

particular forms and traditions appear, overlap, develop, or change. It provides a structure for 

comparing artistic developments without assuming that every society followed the same path. 

A timeline is not simply a list of dates. It becomes historically useful when dates are connected to 

artistic forms, cultural contexts, materials, techniques, symbols, functions, and social values. The 

timeline can therefore help students understand relationships between artistic developments and 

the historical conditions in which they occurred. 

Fill in the blank: A historical timeline organises events, objects, traditions, or developments 

according to their sequence in __________. 



4.1.2 Major periods in the FAA 311 chronological survey 

The FAA 311 chronological survey begins with rock art traditions in Southern Africa dated 

70,000 BC, typified among others in the Blombos Stone. It then moves to Saharan frescos and the 

art of pharaonic Egypt. The survey also includes ancillary traditions of Nubians, the Kushite 

kingdom, Meroe, and Axium, before extending to Bantu and Sudanese kingdoms and city-states 

in Africa south of the Sahara to about 1700 AD. 

The sequence should be understood as the course's broad teaching framework. It does not mean 

that all artistic developments within Africa occurred in a single straight line or that one tradition 

disappeared before another began. Different traditions could overlap in time, and their histories 

could develop according to different social, environmental, political, and cultural circumstances. 

Fill in the blank: The course's chronological survey extends to approximately __________ AD for 

Bantu and Sudanese kingdoms and city-states in Africa south of the Sahara. 

 

4.1.3 Continuity, change and regional variation 

Continuity refers to the persistence of forms, techniques, symbols, practices, or cultural ideas 

over time. Change may involve new styles, materials, technologies, functions, symbols, or 

relationships between artists and communities. Historical analysis becomes stronger when it 

considers both continuity and change rather than assuming that artistic development always 

means complete replacement. 

Regional variation is essential because African societies developed within different environments, 

political structures, belief systems, economic systems, and historical experiences. A pan-

continental timeline can show broad relationships while still requiring close attention to regional 

and cultural differences. 

Fill in the blank: The persistence of forms, techniques, symbols, practices, or cultural ideas over 

time is called __________. 

Pilot questions 4.1 

1. Define a historical timeline. 

2. Why is a timeline more than a list of dates? 

3. Identify the earliest date specified in the FAA 311 chronological survey. 



4. Name four traditions or centres that appear after the art of pharaonic Egypt in the course 

sequence. 

5. Why should the course chronology not be interpreted as one straight line of artistic 

development? 

 

4.2 Building And Reading African Art Historical Timelines 

4.2.1 Chronology, dating and periodisation 

Chronology concerns the order in which events, objects, or developments occur. Dating concerns 

assigning an approximate or specific time to an object, event, or tradition. Periodisation is the 

organisation of historical developments into broader periods for purposes of study and 

comparison. 

These concepts are related but not identical. An artwork may have a date or date range, several 

dated objects may be placed into chronological order, and a historian may group a longer 

sequence into broad periods. Students should avoid treating period labels as exact boundaries 

when the historical evidence shows gradual development or overlap. 

Fill in the blank: The organisation of historical developments into broader periods for study is 

called __________. 

4.2.2 Tracking stylistic progression, symbolism and social value 

The course content specifically directs attention to the stylistic progression of forms, symbolism, 

and the social value of works as metaphors that bear pan-continental identities. A timeline can 

therefore be used to track changes in artistic form and ask what those changes reveal about 

cultural production and social life. 

Stylistic progression may involve changes in shape, composition, technique, material, scale, 

surface treatment, or other visual qualities. Symbolism concerns meanings communicated through 

visual forms. Social value concerns the significance of artworks within communities, institutions, 

belief systems, political structures, or cultural identities. These dimensions should be considered 

together rather than separately. 

Fill in the blank: The course emphasises stylistic progression, symbolism, and the __________ 

value of works. 



4.2.3 Comparing artistic developments across regions 

Comparison is useful when it identifies both similarities and differences. Students can compare 

materials, techniques, subjects, symbols, forms, functions, and social values across different 

African regions and periods. However, similarity does not automatically prove direct influence, 

and difference does not mean that traditions developed without interaction. 

A sound comparison specifies the basis of comparison and the historical contexts involved. For 

example, students can compare how political authority is represented in two traditions, how 

materials shape form in different environments, or how symbolic motifs are used in different 

social settings. The goal is to develop historically supported relationships rather than broad 

generalisations. 

Fill in the blank: A sound comparison specifies the basis of comparison and the historical 

__________ involved. 

Pilot questions 4.2 

1. Distinguish chronology from dating. 

2. Define periodisation. 

3. Identify the three major analytical emphases stated in the FAA 311 course content. 

4. How can a timeline help students study stylistic progression? 

5. State one rule that should guide comparison of African artistic traditions. 

 

4.3 African Art History And Anthropology 

4.3.1 Anthropology as a comparative approach 

Anthropology is broadly concerned with the study of human beings, cultures, societies, and social 

life. In the context of FAA 311, anthropology provides a comparative option for examining how 

people organise social relationships, beliefs, practices, institutions, identities, and cultural 

meanings. This can help students understand the social environments in which art is produced and 

used. 

An anthropological approach may ask how an artistic practice operates within a community, how 

cultural knowledge is transmitted, how people understand symbols, how social roles shape artistic 



production, or how rituals and institutions relate to material and visual forms. It can therefore 

complement the historical study of artworks. 

Fill in the blank: Anthropology is broadly concerned with the study of human beings, cultures, 

societies, and social __________. 

4.3.2 Art historical and anthropological questions 

Art history and anthropology can ask related questions but often organise their investigations 

differently. Art history may emphasise chronology, stylistic progression, artists or makers where 

known, materials, techniques, visual forms, iconography, historical context, and changes over 

time. Anthropology may emphasise cultural practices, social relationships, institutions, beliefs, 

identity, cultural transmission, and how people use and interpret forms within social life. 

These are not absolute divisions. An art historian may examine social practices, and an 

anthropologist may study historical change. The distinction is useful because it reminds students 

to recognise what kind of question they are asking and what evidence is appropriate for 

answering it. 

Fill in the blank: Art history may emphasise chronology and stylistic progression, while 

anthropology may emphasise cultural practices and social __________. 

4.3.3 Combining historical and anthropological perspectives 

Combining the two perspectives can provide a fuller understanding of African art. A historical 

approach can establish when a form developed, how its style changed, and how it relates to other 

historical developments. An anthropological perspective can deepen understanding of how the 

form operates within social life, how meanings are maintained, and how people relate to the 

object or practice. 

The combined approach should not erase the distinct questions and methods of either discipline. 

Instead, students should use each perspective for the questions it can support. Where evidence is 

limited, they should state the limits of the interpretation rather than filling gaps with unsupported 

assumptions. 

Fill in the blank: Combining historical and anthropological perspectives can provide a 

__________ understanding of African art. 

Pilot questions 4.3 

1. Define anthropology in the context of this Series. 



2. Identify two questions an anthropological approach might ask about an artwork or artistic 

practice. 

3. What does art history commonly emphasise when studying artistic development? 

4. What does anthropology commonly emphasise when studying cultural practices? 

5. Why can historical and anthropological perspectives be combined? 

  



Series summary 

This Series has examined historical timelines and anthropological comparisons as required by the 

FAA 311 learning outcomes. You learned that a timeline organises artistic developments in 

sequence but is more useful when dates are connected to forms, materials, techniques, 

symbolism, functions, and social values. 

The prescribed course chronology begins with Southern African rock art traditions dated 70,000 

BC and the Blombos Stone, continues through Saharan frescos and pharaonic Egypt, and includes 

Nubian and Kushite traditions, Meroe, Axium, and Bantu and Sudanese kingdoms and city-states 

to about 1700 AD. The Series emphasised continuity, change, regional variation, stylistic 

progression, symbolism, and social value. 

Finally, anthropology was introduced as a comparative approach concerned with human cultures, 

societies, and social life. You should now be able to distinguish historical and anthropological 

questions while understanding how the two perspectives can complement one another in the study 

of African art. 

Glossary of terms 

Anthropology: The study of human beings, cultures, societies, and social life; in this Series, it 

provides a comparative perspective on cultural practices and meanings. 

Chronology: The arrangement of events, objects, traditions, or developments according to their 

sequence in time. 

Continuity: The persistence of forms, techniques, symbols, practices, or cultural ideas over time. 

Dating: The assignment of an approximate or specific time to an object, event, or tradition. 

Historical timeline: An organised representation of events, objects, traditions, or developments 

according to their sequence in time. 

Periodisation: The organisation of historical developments into broader periods for study and 

comparison. 

Regional variation: Differences in cultural, artistic, social, or historical development among 

different geographical or cultural regions. 

Stylistic progression: Changes and developments in visual forms, techniques, compositions, and 

artistic conventions over time. 



Concept check questions 4 

Objective questions 

1. Define chronology. (Linked to SLO 4.1–4.2) 

2. What is periodisation? (Linked to SLO 4.2) 

3. Identify the earliest date specified in the FAA 311 course chronology. (Linked to SLO 4.1) 

4. Define anthropology. (Linked to SLO 4.4) 

5. Identify one area that anthropology can help explain in the study of African art. (Linked to 

SLO 4.4–4.5) 

Short-answer questions 

6. Explain how continuity, change, and regional variation should be handled when constructing 

an African art historical timeline. (Linked to SLO 4.1–4.3) 

7. Discuss how stylistic progression, symbolism, and social value can be tracked through a 

historical timeline. (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

8. Compare the kinds of questions commonly asked by art history and anthropology when 

studying African artistic practices. (Linked to SLO 4.4–4.5) 

Long-answer questions 

9. Construct and explain a broad historical timeline based on the FAA 311 course content, 

beginning with Southern African rock art traditions and extending through the traditions and 

kingdoms identified up to about 1700 AD. (Linked to SLO 4.1–4.3) 

10. Critically compare historical and anthropological approaches to African art and explain how 

the two perspectives can be combined without losing their distinct purposes. (Linked to SLO 4.4–

4.5) 

Answers to concept check questions 4 

Objective questions 

1. Chronology is the arrangement of events, objects, traditions, or developments according to 

their sequence in time. 



2. Periodisation is the organisation of historical developments into broader periods for study and 

comparison. 

3. The earliest date specified is 70,000 BC. 

4. Anthropology is broadly concerned with the study of human beings, cultures, societies, and 

social life. 

5. Possible answers include cultural practices, social relationships, institutions, beliefs, identity, 

cultural transmission, or how people use and interpret artistic forms. 

Short-answer questions 

6. A timeline should show chronological sequence while recognising that artistic developments 

can overlap. Continuity identifies forms or practices that persist, change identifies developments 

in form or function, and regional variation recognises that different African societies developed 

within different circumstances. 

7. A timeline can record changes in form, composition, technique, material, scale, or other 

stylistic features and relate them to changes in symbolism and social value. This helps students 

see artistic development as connected to cultural and historical circumstances. 

8. Art history commonly emphasises chronology, stylistic progression, materials, techniques, 

visual forms, iconography, and historical context. Anthropology commonly emphasises cultural 

practices, social relationships, institutions, beliefs, identity, cultural transmission, and how people 

use and interpret forms. The approaches overlap and can inform each other. 

Long-answer questions 

9. Basic response: The timeline begins with Southern African rock art traditions dated 70,000 BC, 

including the Blombos Stone, moves to Saharan frescos and pharaonic Egypt, includes Nubian 

and Kushite traditions, Meroe and Axium, and continues to Bantu and Sudanese kingdoms and 

city-states in Africa south of the Sahara to about 1700 AD. Value-added response: A strong 

answer should explain that this is a broad course framework, not a single linear development, and 

should discuss stylistic progression, symbolism, social value, continuity, change, and regional 

variation. 

10. Basic response: Art history can emphasise chronology, style, materials, techniques, visual 

forms, iconography, and historical change, while anthropology can emphasise social life, cultural 



practices, beliefs, institutions, identity, and cultural transmission. Value-added response: A strong 

answer should show how historical evidence can establish temporal development while 

anthropological perspectives deepen understanding of social meaning and practice. It should also 

acknowledge that neither perspective should be used to make unsupported claims beyond the 

available evidence. 

Answers to pilot questions 4 

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.1 

1. A historical timeline is an organised representation of events, objects, traditions, or 

developments according to their sequence in time. 

2. A useful timeline connects dates to artistic forms, cultural contexts, materials, techniques, 

symbols, functions, and social values. 

3. The earliest date specified is 70,000 BC. 

4. Possible answers include Nubian traditions, the Kushite kingdom, Meroe, Axium, Bantu 

kingdoms, and Sudanese kingdoms and city-states. 

5. Different African societies experienced artistic and historical developments at different times, 

with overlap, regional variation, and different social and cultural circumstances. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 4.2 

1. Chronology is the sequence of events or developments in time, while dating assigns an 

approximate or specific time to an object, event, or tradition. 

2. Periodisation is the organisation of historical developments into broader periods for study and 

comparison. 

3. The course emphasises stylistic progression of forms, symbolism, and the social value of works 

as metaphors bearing pan-continental identities. 

4. It can show when forms appear, change, overlap, or persist and can relate these developments 

to historical contexts. 

5. Students should specify the basis of comparison and the historical contexts involved and 

should not assume that similarity automatically proves direct influence. 



Answers to Pilot Questions 4.3 

1. Anthropology is broadly concerned with human beings, cultures, societies, and social life; here 

it provides a comparative approach to cultural practices and meanings. 

2. Possible questions include how an artistic practice operates within a community, how cultural 

knowledge is transmitted, how people understand symbols, how social roles shape artistic 

production, and how rituals or institutions relate to material and visual forms. 

3. Art history commonly emphasises chronology, stylistic progression, materials, techniques, 

visual forms, iconography, and historical context. 

4. Anthropology commonly emphasises cultural practices, social relationships, institutions, 

beliefs, identity, cultural transmission, and how people use and interpret forms within social life. 

5. History can establish when forms developed and changed, while anthropology can deepen 

understanding of how those forms operate within social and cultural life. Together they can 

provide a fuller but still evidence-based interpretation. 
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Series 5 Scrapbook Development And Documentation Of Artworks 

Series outline 

Part 5.1: The Purpose and Structure of an African Art History Scrapbook 

• Sub-Part 5.1.1: Meaning and Educational Value of a Scrapbook 

• Sub-Part 5.1.2: Selecting Relevant Artworks and Notes 

• Sub-Part 5.1.3: Organisation by Period, Region and Theme 

Part 5.2: Documentation of African Artworks 

1. Sub-Part 5.2.1: Essential Artwork Documentation Fields 

2. Sub-Part 5.2.2: Recording Form, Material, Technique, Function and Symbolism 

3. Sub-Part 5.2.3: Recording Historical and Cultural Context 

Part 5.3: Developing and Evaluating the Scrapbook 

1. Sub-Part 5.3.1: Visual Presentation and Annotation 

2. Sub-Part 5.3.2: Chronological and Comparative Arrangement 

3. Sub-Part 5.3.3: Accuracy, Evidence, References and Reflection 

 

Introduction 

AFRICAN ART HISTORY requires students to develop a scrapbook containing relevant artworks and 

notes on the period. The scrapbook is therefore not simply a collection of pictures. It is a structured 

learning record through which students identify artworks, document their historical and cultural 

information, record observations, and connect individual works to the wider chronological survey of 

African art. 

The course covers a broad sequence beginning with Southern African rock art traditions dated 70,000 BC 

and extending through Saharan frescos, pharaonic Egypt, Nubian and Kushite traditions, Meroe, Axium, 

and Bantu and Sudanese kingdoms and city-states in Africa south of the Sahara to about 1700 AD. A 

well-developed scrapbook should help students organise relevant examples from this course framework 

while paying attention to stylistic progression, symbolism, and social value. 

This Series explains how to select, document, organise, annotate, and evaluate artworks for the 

scrapbook. It emphasises accurate identification, contextual notes, visual evidence, chronology, 
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comparison, and appropriate attribution of sources. The objective is to turn the scrapbook into a useful 

revision and reference document rather than an unstructured album. 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

SLO 5.1 explain the purpose and educational value of a scrapbook in the study of African art history, 

SLO 5.2 select relevant artworks and organise them according to period, region, theme, or other justified 

categories, 

SLO 5.3 document the basic historical, visual, material, technical, functional, and cultural information 

associated with an artwork, 

SLO 5.4 annotate artworks using accurate observations and contextual evidence, and 

SLO 5.5 evaluate and refine a scrapbook for chronological accuracy, clarity, evidence, references, and 

usefulness as a record of African art history. 

 

5.1 The Purpose And Structure Of An African Art History Scrapbook 

5.1.1 Meaning and educational value of a scrapbook 

A scrapbook is a systematically arranged collection of visual materials and written notes assembled for a 

particular learning purpose. In AFRICAN ART HISTORY, the scrapbook should contain relevant 

artworks and notes on the periods studied. It should help the student retain visual examples while 

connecting those examples to historical chronology, artistic forms, symbolism, social value, and cultural 

context. 

A good academic scrapbook is selective rather than random. Each image or visual record should have a 

clear reason for inclusion. The accompanying note should provide enough information for the student to 

remember what the work is, when or where it belongs, what it looks like, what it may have been used for, 

and why it is relevant to the study of African art history. 

Fill in the blank: The AFRICAN ART HISTORY scrapbook should contain relevant artworks and 

__________ on the period. 
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5.1.2 Selecting relevant artworks and notes 

Artwork selection should reflect the scope of the course. Students should choose examples that help 

illustrate major periods, regions, traditions, forms, materials, techniques, symbols, functions, and social 

values addressed in the course. Selection can also include contrasting works that make stylistic or cultural 

differences easier to observe. 

Each selected artwork should have a corresponding note. At minimum, the note should identify the work 

as accurately as the available evidence allows and connect it to a historical period or cultural setting. 

Where the maker, date, location, original function, or other information is uncertain, the uncertainty 

should be recorded rather than concealed. 

Fill in the blank: Artwork selection should reflect the __________ of the course. 

5.1.3 Organisation by period, region and theme 

A scrapbook can be organised chronologically, geographically, thematically, or through a combination of 

these methods. For AFRICAN ART HISTORY, chronological organisation is particularly useful because 

the course requires students to master historical timelines. A regional or thematic sub-division can then be 

used within the chronological structure where appropriate. 

For example, a student may arrange early African art examples before later traditions and then create sub-

sections for particular regions or themes. Themes may include symbolism, political authority, religious 

practice, material and technique, or social value. Whatever structure is selected, the organising principle 

should be stated clearly and applied consistently. 

Fill in the blank: For AFRICAN ART HISTORY, __________ organisation is particularly useful because 

the course requires mastery of historical timelines. 
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Figure 

5.1 Suggested scrapbook entry layout. Attribution: 

 

Pilot questions 5.1 

1. Define a scrapbook in the context of AFRICAN ART HISTORY. 

2. Why should an academic scrapbook be selective rather than random? 

3. What should accompany each selected artwork? 

4. Identify three possible principles for organising a scrapbook. 

5. Why is chronological organisation especially useful in AFRICAN ART HISTORY? 

 

5.2 Documentation Of African Artworks 

5.2.1 Essential artwork documentation fields 

Documentation records the information needed to identify, understand, and revisit an artwork. A useful 

scrapbook entry should include, where available: title or identifying description; artist, maker, 

community, or tradition; date or approximate period; place or region; culture or group where appropriate; 

medium or material; dimensions where relevant; function or use; subject or iconography; and source of 

the information or image. 
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Not every historical artwork will have complete information. Ancient or traditional works may have 

uncertain makers, dates, original locations, or titles. The student should use terms such as “unknown,” 

“date uncertain,” or “approximate” where appropriate rather than inventing missing information. 

Fill in the blank: A scrapbook entry should include the artwork's title or identifying description, maker 

where known, date or period, region, material, function, iconography, and __________. 

5.2.2 Recording form, material, technique, function and symbolism 

Documentation should not stop at basic identification. Since AFRICAN ART HISTORY emphasises 

stylistic progression, symbolism, and social value, students should record relevant visual and material 

characteristics. Notes may describe form, shape, composition, surface treatment, scale, pattern, material, 

technique, and other visible features. 

The student should also record the likely function of the work and identify important symbols, motifs, or 

iconographic features where evidence supports the interpretation. These observations should be separated 

from assumptions. A useful entry can distinguish what is visibly observed from what is known through 

historical or cultural documentation. 

Fill in the blank: AFRICAN ART HISTORY emphasises stylistic progression, symbolism, and 

__________ value. 

5.2.3 Recording historical and cultural context 

Contextual documentation explains where an artwork belongs within African art history. Notes can 

include the historical period, regional setting, political or social environment, religious or cultural 

practices where relevant, and relationships to other artistic traditions. Context should be concise but 

sufficient to explain why the artwork matters. 

The course's pan-continental framework should not lead to vague statements about “African culture” as 

though all societies share the same practices. A good scrapbook identifies the specific region, community, 

kingdom, period, or artistic tradition whenever the evidence allows. Broader comparisons should be made 

only after the specific context has been established. 

Fill in the blank: A good scrapbook identifies the specific region, community, kingdom, period, or artistic 

__________ whenever the evidence allows. 
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Figure 

5.2 Scrapbook quality checklist. Attribution: Suggested as an AI-generated educational infographic.  

 

Pilot questions 5.2 

1. Identify six useful fields that can appear in an artwork documentation entry. 

2. What should a student do when the maker or date of an artwork is uncertain? 

3. Why should visual observations be distinguished from assumptions? 

4. Identify four formal or material characteristics that can be recorded. 

5. Why should the specific cultural context of an artwork be identified? 

5.3 Developing And Evaluating The Scrapbook 

5.3.1 Visual presentation and annotation 

Visual presentation should make each artwork easy to identify and study. Images should be placed near 

their corresponding notes, with captions that provide a clear identification or description. Annotations can 

use arrows, labels, short notes, or numbered references to draw attention to important forms, symbols, 

materials, techniques, or compositional features. 
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The aim is clarity rather than decoration. Excessive decoration can make a scrapbook difficult to use as a 

study document. A consistent page structure, readable headings, clear captions, and organised notes make 

the visual record more useful for revision and assessment. 

Fill in the blank: The aim of scrapbook presentation is __________ rather than decoration. 

5.3.2 Chronological and comparative arrangement 

A chronological scrapbook allows the student to trace the development of African art from earlier to later 

periods and to observe continuity and change. Dates should be recorded carefully, and approximate dates 

should be identified as such. Where two or more traditions overlap, the scrapbook should show that 

overlap rather than forcing them into a false sequence. 

Comparative pages can be used to place artworks side by side according to a justified basis of 

comparison. Students may compare form, material, technique, symbolism, function, social value, or 

regional context. Each comparison should identify the evidence supporting the similarities or differences 

observed. 

Fill in the blank: A chronological scrapbook helps students trace artistic development and observe 

__________ and change. 

5.3.3 Accuracy, evidence, references and reflection 

Accuracy is essential because the scrapbook is intended to become a record for later study. Students 

should check names, dates, places, cultural affiliations, materials, and descriptions against reliable course 

or reference sources. Images should also be accompanied by appropriate attribution where required. 

References allow another reader to identify where information came from. A scrapbook can include a 

reference list at the end or concise source information beneath individual entries. Students should avoid 

presenting information copied from an unidentified source as their own research. 

Reflection makes the scrapbook more than a collection of facts. At the end of a period or section, students 

can briefly state what the selected artworks reveal about stylistic progression, symbolism, social value, 

cultural production, or the relationship between form and historical context. 

Fill in the blank: Accuracy, evidence, references, and __________ help turn the scrapbook into a useful 

learning record. 

Pilot questions 5.3 

1. What is the purpose of an artwork caption? 
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2. Why should scrapbook presentation prioritise clarity? 

3. How should overlapping historical traditions be represented? 

4. Identify three possible bases for comparing artworks. 

5. Why are references important in a scrapbook? 

Suggested Scrapbook Entry Template 

Use the following structure for each documented artwork: 

1. Artwork title or identifying description: 

2. Artist, maker, community, or tradition: 

3. Date or approximate period: 

4. Region / place: 

5. Culture / group where appropriate: 

6. Medium / material: 

7. Technique: 

8. Dimensions where relevant: 

9. Function / use: 

10. Subject / iconography: 

11. Formal description: 

12. Symbolism / meaning: 

13. Social value / significance: 

14. Historical and cultural context: 

15. Source of information: 

16. Image attribution / source where applicable: 

17. Student reflection: Why is this artwork relevant to AFRICAN ART HISTORY? 
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Suggested Scrapbook Quality Checklist 

□ The scrapbook follows a clear organising principle. 

□ Each selected artwork is relevant to the course. 

□ Artwork identification is as accurate as available evidence allows. 

□ Dates are distinguished as exact, approximate, or uncertain. 

□ Region, community, kingdom, or artistic tradition is identified where supported. 

□ Materials and techniques are documented. 

□ Formal observations are separated from unsupported assumptions. 

□ Symbolism and iconography are interpreted within cultural context. 

□ Function and social value are addressed where relevant. 

□ Chronological relationships are represented accurately. 

□ Comparative claims have an identifiable basis. 

□ Sources and image attributions are recorded. 

□ The pages are clear, readable, and consistently arranged. 

□ Each section includes useful notes or reflection rather than images alone. 

Series summary 

This Series has developed the scrapbook requirement of AFRICAN ART HISTORY into a structured 

method for documenting African artworks and the periods in which they belong. You learned that a 

scrapbook should be selective, organised, accurately documented, visually clear, and supported by 

evidence. 

The Series connected scrapbook development to the broader course outcomes by requiring students to 

record form, material, technique, symbolism, function, social value, chronology, and cultural context. It 

also emphasised that uncertainty should be acknowledged and that specific regional and cultural contexts 

should not be replaced by unsupported generalisations about Africa. 
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You should now be able to develop a scrapbook that functions as a historical and visual study record. Its 

value lies not in the number of images collected, but in the quality of documentation, annotation, 

organisation, comparison, evidence, and reflection attached to those images. 

Glossary of terms 

Annotation: A written note, label, or marking added to an image or artwork record to explain an important 

feature. 

Attribution: Information identifying the source, creator, or ownership of an image or other material where 

applicable. 

Caption: A short identifying statement placed with an image or visual record. 

Documentation: The systematic recording of information needed to identify, understand, and revisit an 

artwork. 

Reflection: A considered statement about what an artwork or group of artworks reveals or why it is 

significant to the student's learning. 

Scrapbook: A systematically arranged collection of visual materials and written notes assembled for a 

particular learning purpose. 

Source: The work, publication, database, catalogue, archive, or other information provider from which 

information is obtained. 
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Concept check questions 5 

Objective questions 

1. Define a scrapbook in the context of AFRICAN ART HISTORY. (Linked to SLO 5.1) 

2. Identify two possible principles for organising a scrapbook. (Linked to SLO 5.2) 

3. State three pieces of information that should appear in an artwork documentation entry. (Linked to SLO 

5.3) 

4. What should a student do when information about an artwork is uncertain? (Linked to SLO 5.3–5.4) 

5. Identify two qualities that should be evaluated when reviewing a completed scrapbook. (Linked to SLO 

5.5) 

Short-answer questions 

6. Explain why a scrapbook for African art history should contain notes as well as images. (Linked to 

SLO 5.1–5.3) 

7. Discuss how form, material, technique, function, symbolism, and social value can be documented in an 

artwork entry. (Linked to SLO 5.3–5.4) 

8. Explain how chronological arrangement and comparative pages can strengthen an AFRICAN ART 

HISTORY scrapbook. (Linked to SLO 5.2–5.5) 

Long-answer questions 

9. Design a systematic method for developing an AFRICAN ART HISTORY scrapbook that documents 

relevant artworks from the prescribed chronological survey and records their historical, visual, cultural, 

and social significance. (Linked to SLO 5.1–5.5) 

10. Critically evaluate the qualities of an effective African art history scrapbook, with particular attention 

to selection, organisation, documentation, annotation, evidence, references, chronology, comparison, and 

reflection. (Linked to SLO 5.1–5.5) 

Answers to concept check questions 5 

Objective questions 

1. A scrapbook is a systematically arranged collection of visual materials and written notes assembled for 

a particular learning purpose. 
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2. Possible answers include chronological, geographical, thematic, or a justified combination of these 

approaches. 

3. Possible answers include title or identifying description, maker, date/period, region, culture/group, 

material, technique, dimensions, function, iconography, formal description, symbolism, social value, 

context, and source. 

4. The student should record the uncertainty honestly, using terms such as “unknown,” “date uncertain,” 

or “approximate” where appropriate, rather than inventing information. 

5. Possible answers include accuracy, clarity, chronological organisation, evidence, references, image 

attribution, consistency, contextual interpretation, and usefulness for revision. 

Short-answer questions 

6. Images provide visual evidence, but notes explain what the artwork is, where and when it belongs, how 

it was made, what it may have been used for, and why it matters. The notes turn the scrapbook into a 

study record rather than an unstructured image collection. 

7. The entry can describe visible form and composition, identify material and technique, state known or 

probable function, identify symbols or iconographic features, and explain social value. Each interpretation 

should be connected to visual or contextual evidence. 

8. Chronological arrangement helps students trace continuity and change across periods. Comparative 

pages allow students to examine similarities and differences in form, material, technique, symbolism, 

function, social value, or regional context. Both strengthen historical understanding when the organising 

basis is clear and evidence-based. 

Long-answer questions 

9. Basic response: Select relevant artworks, arrange them chronologically or by another justified system, 

and document title, maker/tradition, date, region, material, technique, function, iconography, form, 

symbolism, social value, context, and sources. Value-added response: A strong answer should explain 

how the scrapbook reflects the AFRICAN ART HISTORY chronological survey, recognises uncertainty, 

distinguishes observation from inference, includes comparative and reflective notes, and uses reliable 

references and appropriate image attribution. 

10. Basic response: An effective scrapbook is relevant, organised, accurate, clear, well documented, 

referenced, and useful for revision. Value-added response: A strong answer should critically discuss 
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selection, chronological and thematic organisation, annotation, evidence, source attribution, cultural 

specificity, comparison, visual presentation, and reflection, showing that quality depends on the 

relationship between images and the information attached to them. 

Answers to pilot questions 5 

Answers to Pilot Questions 5.1 

1. In AFRICAN ART HISTORY, a scrapbook is a systematically arranged collection of relevant artworks 

and written notes assembled as a learning and reference record for African art history. 

2. Selectivity ensures that each artwork contributes to understanding a course period, tradition, form, 

material, technique, symbol, function, or social value. 

3. Each artwork should have a corresponding note identifying the work and connecting it to a historical 

period or cultural setting, with relevant visual and contextual information. 

4. Chronological, geographical, and thematic organisation are possible principles. 

5. Chronological organisation is useful because AFRICAN ART HISTORY requires students to master 

historical timelines and understand artistic development over time. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 5.2 

1. Possible fields include title/description, maker, date/period, region, culture/group, material, technique, 

dimensions, function, iconography, context, and source. 

2. The student should state that the information is unknown, uncertain, or approximate rather than 

inventing a specific answer. 

3. Distinguishing observation from assumption prevents unsupported claims and makes the interpretation 

more reliable. 

4. Possible characteristics include form, shape, composition, surface treatment, scale, pattern, material, 

and technique. 

5. Specific cultural context helps prevent broad generalisations and allows the artwork's meanings and 

functions to be understood in relation to the society or tradition in which it belongs. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 5.3 
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1. A caption provides a clear identification or description that helps the reader understand what the image 

represents. 

2. Clarity makes the scrapbook easier to read, revise, compare, and use as a study document. 

3. Overlapping traditions should be shown as overlapping rather than forced into a false sequence. 

4. Possible bases include form, material, technique, symbolism, function, social value, and regional 

context. 

5. References allow readers to identify the source of information and help maintain academic accuracy 

and accountability. 
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References and attributions 5 

Figure 5.1 Suggested scrapbook entry layout. Attribution: Suggested as an AI-generated educational 

diagram. Prompt: “Create a clean academic scrapbook-page template for African art history with a clearly 

framed artwork image area and labelled fields for title, maker/tradition, date/period, region, material, 

technique, function, iconography, formal description, symbolism, social value, historical/cultural context, 

source, image attribution, and student reflection.” 

Figure 5.2 Scrapbook quality checklist. Attribution: Suggested as an AI-generated educational 

infographic. Prompt: “Create a clean academic checklist for evaluating an African art history scrapbook: 

relevance, organisation, accuracy, chronology, cultural context, formal observation, symbolism, social 

value, evidence, references, image attribution, clarity, comparison, and reflection.” 

General references for Series 5 content Suggested further reading: 

Phillips, T. (ed.). (1995). Africa: The Art of a Continent. Royal Academy of Arts. 

Willet, F. (1993). African Art: An Introduction. Thames and Hudson. 

Cole, H. M. (1985). I Am Not Myself: The Art of African Masquerade. Museum of Cultural History, 

UCLA. 

Fagg, B. (1978). The Riddle of the Sphinx: The Art of Ancient Egypt. Thames and Hudson. 

 


