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Course Title: Long Essay Learning Outcomes                                                       

Course Code: HIS 407 

Course Units: 6 Units 

•  Series 1: Identifying Historical Research Topics 

•  Series 2: Applying Historical Research Skills and Methods 

•  Series 3: Designing and Executing Original Research Projects 

•  Series 4: Writing and Presenting Historical Research Outcomes 

•  Series 5: Defending Research Findings Before Academic Panels 

Suggested Outline for Series 1: Identifying Historical 

Research Topics 

• Part 1 Understanding the nature of historical research topics 

• Characteristics of a good historical research topic 

• Distinguishing between broad themes and focused topics 

• Part 2 Sources of historical research topics 

• Primary sources as inspiration for topics 

• Secondary sources and scholarly debates 

• Contemporary issues and their historical dimensions 

• Part 3 Evaluating and refining research topics 

• Criteria for feasibility and relevance 

• Aligning topics with available resources and supervision 

• Narrowing and framing research questions 

• Part 4 Approval and ethical considerations in topic selection 

• Departmental approval process 

• Ethical issues in historical research topics 

Introduction 
When embarking on a long essay in history, the very first challenge is deciding what to research. 

Choosing a topic is not simply about picking something interesting, it is about identifying a 

subject that contributes to historical knowledge, is feasible to investigate, and aligns with your 

academic strengths. This Series will guide you through the process of identifying suitable 

research topics, helping you to lay a strong foundation for your long essay project. 

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to recognise, evaluate, and refine historical 

research topics that are both relevant and achievable, ensuring that your work contributes 

meaningfully to the discipline. 

We shall commence this Series by examining the nature of historical research topics, focusing on 

the characteristics that make them strong and the distinction between broad themes and focused 
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topics. Then, we will explore the sources from which research topics can be drawn, including 

primary sources, secondary literature, and contemporary issues with historical dimensions. Next, 

we will move on to evaluating and refining topics, considering feasibility, relevance, and the 

process of narrowing them into clear research questions. Finally, we will wrap up by discussing 

the approval process and ethical considerations that must be addressed when selecting a topic. 

This progression will prepare you to confidently identify and justify your chosen area of study. 

Series Learning Outcomes 
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 1.1 define the key characteristics of a good historical research topic, 
• SLO 1.2 distinguish between broad historical themes and focused research topics, 
• SLO 1.3 identify potential research topics from primary sources, 
• SLO 1.4 explain how secondary sources and scholarly debates can inspire research topics, 
• SLO 1.5 recognise contemporary issues that can be explored through historical dimensions, 
• SLO 1.6 evaluate the feasibility and relevance of proposed research topics, 
• SLO 1.7 align chosen topics with available resources and supervisory guidance, 
• SLO 1.8 formulate clear and focused research questions from broader topics, 
• SLO 1.9 describe the departmental approval process for research topics, and 

• SLO 1.10 analyse ethical considerations involved in selecting historical research topics. 

1.1 Understanding The Nature Of Historical Research 

Topics 

1.1.1 Characteristics of a good historical research topic 
A historical research topic is a subject chosen for investigation that aims to contribute to the 

body of historical knowledge. A good topic should be clear, focused, and researchable within the 

time and resources available. It must also be relevant to existing debates or gaps in historical 

scholarship. 

Fill in the blank: A good historical research topic should be ______, focused, and researchable. 
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• Short description: Diagram showing the qualities of a good historical research topic (clarity, 
focus, relevance, feasibility). 

• Caption: Figure 1.1 Characteristics of a good historical research topic 

• Search string: “qualities of good historical research topic diagram OER” 

 

1.1.2 Distinguishing between broad themes and focused topics 
A broad theme refers to a wide area of historical interest, such as colonialism or 

industrialisation. While these themes are important, they are often too general to form the basis 

of a long essay. A focused topic, on the other hand, narrows the scope to a specific question or 

case study, such as the impact of colonial taxation policies in Nigeria between 1900 and 1930. 

Fill in the blank: A broad theme such as colonialism must be narrowed into a ______ topic to be 

suitable for research. 

Broad Historical 

Theme 
Focused Research Topic Why it works for Research 

Colonial Economics 
The impact of the 1945 General 

Strike on labor reforms in Lagos. 

It limits the scope to a specific 

event, year, and geographical 

location. 
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Broad Historical 

Theme 
Focused Research Topic Why it works for Research 

Post-Independence 

Infrastructure 

A comparative study of the Kainji 

Dam’s energy output vs. industrial 

demand (1968–1975). 

It moves from "building things" to 

analyzing the efficiency of a 

single major project. 

Gender and Society 

The role of the Aba Women’s War 

(1929) in reshaping colonial tax 

policies in Eastern Nigeria. 

It focuses on a specific group’s 

agency and a direct political 

outcome. 

The Cold War in 

Africa 

Nigerian diplomatic mediation 

efforts during the Angolan Civil War 

(1975–1976). 

It narrows a global ideological 

struggle down to one country's 

specific foreign policy action. 

Educational 

Development 

The challenges of implementing the 

6-3-4-4 system in rural Kwara State 

schools during the 1980s. 

It looks at the practical application 

of a broad policy within a specific 

sub-region. 

Modern 

Urbanization 

The evolution of informal transit 

systems (Danfo) in Lagos following 

the 1986 SAP devaluation. 

It connects a broad economic 

policy (SAP) to a tangible daily 

reality for urban citizens. 

 

 

• Caption: Box 1.1 Examples of broad themes and focused topics 

• Short description: A boxed table contrasting broad themes (e.g., colonialism, industrialisation) 
with focused topics (e.g., colonial taxation in Nigeria, labour strikes in Britain). 

• Search string: “examples broad vs focused historical research topics OER table” 

Pilot questions 1.1 

1. What are the key characteristics of a good historical research topic? 
2. Why is clarity important when selecting a research topic? 
3. Give one example of a broad historical theme. 
4. Provide one example of a focused historical topic. 
5. What is the main difference between a broad theme and a focused topic? 

1.2 Sources Of Historical Research Topics 

1.2.1 Primary sources as inspiration for topics 
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Primary sources are original materials created during the period being studied, such as letters, 

diaries, government records, newspapers, or artefacts. They provide direct evidence of historical 

events and can inspire research topics by revealing perspectives, conflicts, or everyday 

experiences that may not be fully explored in existing scholarship. For example, a set of 

colonial-era letters might lead to a topic on administrative practices or cultural exchanges. 

Fill in the blank: Primary sources provide direct ______ of historical events and experiences. 

 

• Short description: Image showing examples of primary sources such as letters, diaries, and 
government records. 

• Caption: Plate 1.1 Examples of primary sources for historical research 

• Search string: “examples primary sources history letters diaries records OER image” 

1.2.2 Secondary sources and scholarly debates 
Secondary sources are works produced by historians or scholars after the events, such as books, 

journal articles, and reviews. They interpret and analyse primary sources, often engaging in 

debates about causes, consequences, or interpretations of historical events. These debates can 

inspire topics by highlighting gaps in knowledge or areas where historians disagree. 

Fill in the blank: Secondary sources interpret and analyse ______ sources to build historical 

arguments. 
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Type of Secondary 

Source 
Example Source/Scholarly Debate Research Topic Inspiration 

Monograph 

(Academic Book) 

The History of Nigeria by Toyin 

Falola. (Debate: The extent to which 

colonial structures still dictate modern 

economic failure). 

Topic: The persistence of 

colonial-era land tenure laws 

in contemporary Delta State 

agricultural planning. 

Journal Article 

"The Structural Adjustment 

Programme and Nigerian Women." 

(Debate: Did SAP disproportionately 

harm female traders compared to male 

civil servants?) 

Topic: A comparative study 

of market women’s 

cooperatives in Onitsha 

before and after the 1986 

currency devaluation. 

Historical Biography 

A biography of Nnamdi Azikiwe. 

(Debate: Was his "compromise" 

approach a masterstroke of diplomacy 

or a missed opportunity for radical 

change?) 

Topic: Analysis of the Zikist 

Movement's influence on 

youth radicalization in 1940s 

Enugu. 

Review Essay 

An essay critiquing the "Resource 

Curse" theory. (Debate: Is oil the cause 

of corruption, or is corruption the 

result of weak institutions existing 

before oil?) 

Topic: Pre-oil bureaucratic 

structures in Nigeria: 

Assessing institutional 

integrity in the 1950s Civil 

Service. 

Documentary/Digital 

Archive 

Film footage of the "Operation Feed 

the Nation" (1976). (Debate: Was the 

program a genuine success for food 

security or a PR campaign for the 

military government?) 

Topic: Media representation 

vs. actual crop yields: A 

critique of government 

propaganda during the 1970s 

"Green Revolution." 

 

 

• Caption: Box 1.2 Examples of secondary sources and scholarly debates 

• Short description: A boxed table listing examples of secondary sources (books, journal articles, 
reviews) and how they inspire topics. 

• Search string: “secondary sources scholarly debates historical research OER table” 

1.2.3 Contemporary issues and their historical dimensions 
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Contemporary issues can also serve as starting points for historical research. By examining 

current debates such as migration, gender equality, or political reforms, learners can trace their 

historical roots and explore how past events shaped present realities. This approach makes 

research relevant and demonstrates the continuing importance of history in understanding society 

today. 

Fill in the blank: Contemporary issues such as migration or gender equality can be explored 

through their ______ roots. 

 

• Short description: Diagram showing how contemporary issues (migration, gender equality, 
political reforms) connect to historical roots. 

• Caption: Figure 1.2 Linking contemporary issues to historical research 

• Search string: “contemporary issues historical roots diagram OER” 

Pilot questions 1.2 

1. What are primary sources, and why are they important in historical research? 
2. Give two examples of primary sources. 
3. What role do secondary sources play in historical research? 
4. How can scholarly debates inspire research topics? 
5. Why might contemporary issues be useful in identifying historical research topics? 

1.3 Evaluating And Refining Research Topics 

1.3.1 Criteria for feasibility and relevance 
A feasible topic is one that can realistically be researched within the time, resources, and scope 

available to you. It should be manageable in terms of sources, length, and complexity. A 

relevant topic is one that contributes to historical knowledge, engages with existing debates, or 
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addresses a gap in scholarship. Together, feasibility and relevance ensure that your chosen topic 

is both achievable and meaningful. 

Fill in the blank: A feasible topic must be manageable in terms of ______, length, and 

complexity. 

 

• Short description: Diagram showing feasibility and relevance criteria for historical research 
topics. 

• Caption: Figure 1.3 Criteria for feasibility and relevance 

• Search string: “criteria feasibility relevance historical research topics OER diagram” 

1.3.2 Aligning topics with available resources and supervision 
A strong research topic must align with the resources you can access, such as archives, libraries, 

or digital collections. It should also fit within the expertise of your supervisor, who will guide 

you through the research process. Choosing a topic that matches available resources and 

supervisory support increases your chances of success and ensures you can gather sufficient 

evidence. 

Fill in the blank: A strong research topic must align with available ______ and supervisory 

expertise. 
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• Short description: Image showing a student consulting archives and discussing with a supervisor. 
• Caption: Plate 1.2 Aligning topics with resources and supervision 

• Search string: “student archives supervisor historical research OER image” 

1.3.3 Narrowing and framing research questions 
Narrowing a topic means reducing its scope to a specific aspect that can be studied in depth. 

Framing a research question involves turning a broad idea into a precise inquiry that guides 

your investigation. For example, instead of studying “colonialism in Africa,” you might frame 

the question as “How did colonial taxation policies affect rural communities in Nigeria between 

1900 and 1930?” Narrowing and framing make your research focused and manageable. 

Fill in the blank: Narrowing a topic involves reducing its ______ to a specific aspect that can be 

studied in depth. 

Broad Historical 

Topic 
Narrowed Subject Framed Research Question 

Post-

Independence 

Education 

Universal Primary 

Education (UPE) in the 

1970s. 

To what extent did the 1976 UPE scheme 

succeed in closing the literacy gap between 

Northern and Southern Nigeria? 

The Nigerian 

Civil War 

Economic life in the 

Biafran enclave. 

How did the use of the "Biafran Pound" and 

local salt production sustain civilian resilience 

during the 1968 blockade? 
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Broad Historical 

Topic 
Narrowed Subject Framed Research Question 

Transport 

Infrastructure 

The decline of the 

Nigerian Railway 

Corporation (NRC). 

Why did the expansion of the national highway 

system in the 1970s lead to the systemic 

underfunding and decline of rail transport? 

Women in Politics 

The role of women in 

the anti-colonial 

struggle. 

In what ways did the market women of 

Abeokuta use economic strikes to challenge 

colonial taxation policies between 1946 and 

1948? 

Economic Policy 

(SAP) 

The 1986 Structural 

Adjustment 

Programme. 

How did the devaluation of the Naira under SAP 

specifically alter the manufacturing capacity of 

the textile industry in Kaduna? 

Public Health 

The eradication of 

smallpox in West 

Africa. 

To what degree did local community leadership 

in Nigeria facilitate the success of the WHO 

smallpox vaccination campaign in the late 

1960s? 

 

 

• Caption: Box 1.3 Examples of narrowing and framing research questions 

• Short description: A boxed table showing broad topics alongside narrowed and framed research 
questions. 

• Search string: “examples narrowing framing historical research questions OER table” 

Pilot questions 1.3 

1. What makes a research topic feasible? 
2. Why is relevance important when selecting a topic? 
3. How can resources and supervision influence topic choice? 
4. What does narrowing a topic mean? 
5. Give one example of a broad theme and its narrowed research question. 

1.4 Approval And Ethical Considerations In Topic Selection 

1.4.1 Departmental approval process 
Every long essay topic must go through a formal approval process, which ensures that the 

chosen subject is academically sound and suitable for research. Typically, students propose their 

topics to supervisors, who provide feedback and guidance. The department then reviews the 
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proposal to confirm that it meets academic standards, is feasible, and aligns with the course 

objectives. Approval is important because it validates the topic and gives you the confidence to 

proceed with your research. 

Fill in the blank: The departmental approval process ensures that a chosen topic is academically 

______ and suitable for research. 

 

• Short description: Diagram showing the steps in the departmental approval process (student 
proposal, supervisor feedback, departmental review, approval). 

• Caption: Figure 1.4 Departmental approval process for research topics 

• Search string: “departmental approval process historical research topic OER diagram” 

1.4.2 Ethical issues in historical research topics 
Ethical issues refer to considerations of fairness, respect, and responsibility in research. In 

historical studies, this includes avoiding plagiarism, respecting sensitive subjects, and ensuring 

that sources are used honestly. For example, when dealing with topics involving marginalised 

groups or traumatic events, researchers must approach with sensitivity and avoid 

misrepresentation. Ethical awareness protects both the integrity of the researcher and the dignity 

of those being studied. 

Fill in the blank: Ethical issues in historical research include avoiding ______ and respecting 

sensitive subjects. 
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Ethical Pillar Definition & Context Practical Application 

Avoidance of 

Plagiarism 

The act of using someone 

else's work, ideas, or unique 

interpretations without proper 

credit. 

Always use citations (e.g., Chicago, APA) for 

direct quotes and paraphrased ideas. Give 

credit to the original scholar who discovered 

a specific primary source. 

Sensitivity & 

Respect 

Handling traumatic or private 

historical events (e.g., the 

Civil War, religious conflicts) 

with dignity. 

Use neutral, objective language. Avoid 

"sensationalizing" human suffering. Consider 

the impact of publishing sensitive oral 

histories on living descendants. 

Intellectual 

Honesty 

Representing the past as it 

was, even if the evidence 

contradicts your personal bias 

or desired thesis. 

Do not "cherry-pick" facts that only support 

your argument while ignoring evidence that 

complicates it. Acknowledge the limitations 

of your sources. 

Informed 

Consent 

Ensuring that living 

participants in oral history 

interviews understand how 

their stories will be used. 

Always provide a written or verbal 

explanation of the project. Secure permission 

before recording and respect requests for 

anonymity. 

Preservation 

of Integrity 

Protecting physical primary 

sources (letters, artifacts) from 

damage or theft. 

Handle archival materials with care (e.g., 

using gloves where required). Never alter or 

mark original documents. 

 

 

• Caption: Box 1.4 Ethical considerations in historical research topics 

• Short description: A boxed table listing key ethical issues such as plagiarism, sensitivity to 
subjects, and honest use of sources. 

• Search string: “ethical considerations historical research topics OER table” 

Pilot questions 1.4 

1. Why is departmental approval necessary for a research topic? 
2. What role does a supervisor play in the approval process? 
3. What does the department check before approving a topic? 
4. Name one ethical issue that must be considered in historical research. 
5. Why is sensitivity important when researching marginalised groups or traumatic events? 
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Series Summary 
This Series has guided you through the essential process of identifying historical research topics, 

which is the first and most critical step in preparing your long essay. We began by examining the 

nature of historical research topics, highlighting the characteristics of a good topic and the 

importance of narrowing broad themes into focused areas of study. We then explored the sources 

from which topics can be drawn, including primary sources, secondary literature, and 

contemporary issues with historical dimensions. Following that, we considered how to evaluate 

and refine topics by assessing feasibility, aligning with resources and supervision, and framing 

clear research questions. Finally, we discussed the departmental approval process and the ethical 

considerations that must be respected when selecting a topic. 

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define the qualities of a strong research 

topic, distinguish between broad themes and focused topics, identify topics from primary and 

secondary sources, evaluate their feasibility and relevance, align them with available resources 

and supervisory guidance, frame precise research questions, and analyse ethical issues in topic 

selection. In doing so, you have achieved the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs 1.1 to 1.10), 

equipping you with the confidence and skills to select a topic that is both academically sound and 

personally meaningful. 

Glossary of Terms 
• Approval process: The formal procedure through which a department reviews and 

validates a proposed research topic to ensure it is academically sound and feasible. 

• Broad theme: A wide area of historical interest, such as colonialism or industrialisation, 

which is often too general to serve as a focused research topic. 

• Ethical issues: Considerations of fairness, respect, and responsibility in research, 

including avoiding plagiarism, respecting sensitive subjects, and using sources honestly. 

• Feasible topic: A research subject that can realistically be studied within the available 

time, resources, and scope. 

• Focused topic: A narrowed research subject that concentrates on a specific aspect or case 

study, making it manageable and researchable. 

• Historical research topic: A subject chosen for investigation that aims to contribute to 

the body of historical knowledge. 

• Narrowing a topic: The process of reducing the scope of a broad theme to a specific 

aspect that can be studied in depth. 

• Primary sources: Original materials created during the period being studied, such as 

letters, diaries, government records, newspapers, or artefacts. 

• Research question: A precise inquiry framed from a broader topic that guides the 

direction of historical investigation. 

• Relevance: The quality of a research topic that ensures it contributes meaningfully to 

historical knowledge or engages with scholarly debates. 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

• Secondary sources: Works produced by historians or scholars after the events, such as 

books, journal articles, and reviews, which interpret and analyse primary sources. 

Concept Check Questions  
Objective questions 

1. Which of the following is a primary source? (Linked to SLO 1.3) 

a) A journal article 

b) A government record 

c) A textbook 

d) A review 

2. A feasible research topic must be: (Linked to SLO 1.6) 

a) Broad and general 

b) Relevant but unmanageable 

c) Manageable within time and resources 

d) Based only on contemporary issues 

3. Which term refers to reducing the scope of a broad theme into a specific aspect? (Linked 

to SLO 1.8) 

a) Framing 

b) Narrowing 

c) Approving 

d) Debating 

Short-answer questions 

4. Define a focused topic and give one example. (Linked to SLO 1.2) 
5. Explain why secondary sources are important in identifying historical research topics. (Linked to 
SLO 1.4) 
6. State one ethical issue that must be considered when selecting a historical research topic. 
(Linked to SLO 1.10) 

Long-answer questions 

7. Analyse the criteria that make a historical research topic both feasible and relevant. (Linked to 
SLO 1.6) 
8. Evaluate the importance of aligning a research topic with available resources and supervisory 
guidance. (Linked to SLO 1.7) 
9. Discuss the departmental approval process and explain why it is essential for validating research 
topics. (Linked to SLO 1.9) 

Answers to Concept Check Questions  
Objective questions 

1. b) A government record 
2. c) Manageable within time and resources 
3. b) Narrowing 
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Short-answer questions 

4. A focused topic is a narrowed subject that concentrates on a specific aspect or case study. 
Example: “Colonial taxation policies in Nigeria between 1900 and 1930.” 
5. Secondary sources interpret and analyse primary sources, highlight scholarly debates, and 
reveal gaps in knowledge that can inspire new research topics. 
6. One ethical issue is avoiding plagiarism, which ensures honesty and respect in research. 

Long-answer questions 

7. Basic response: A feasible topic is manageable in terms of sources, time, and scope, 

while a relevant topic contributes to historical knowledge or engages with scholarly debates. 

Value-added response: Beyond feasibility and relevance, a strong topic also demonstrates 

originality, connects with wider historical contexts, and addresses contemporary significance, 

making the research impactful. 

8. Basic response: Aligning a topic with resources ensures access to sufficient evidence, and 

supervisory guidance provides expert support. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also recognise that alignment fosters 

efficiency, prevents wasted effort, and allows for interdisciplinary collaboration, enhancing the 

quality of the research. 

9. Basic response: The departmental approval process validates that a topic is academically 

sound, feasible, and aligned with course objectives. 

Value-added response: In addition, approval ensures accountability, promotes ethical standards, 

and integrates the research into broader departmental priorities, strengthening both the student’s 

work and the institution’s scholarly reputation. 

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1] 
Part 1.1 

1. The key characteristics of a good historical research topic are clarity, focus, relevance, and 
feasibility. 

2. Clarity is important because it ensures the topic is easily understood and guides the research 
effectively. 

3. An example of a broad historical theme is colonialism. 
4. An example of a focused historical topic is colonial taxation policies in Nigeria between 1900 and 

1930. 
5. The main difference is that a broad theme covers a wide area of interest, while a focused topic 

narrows it to a specific aspect. 

Part 1.2 

1. Primary sources are original materials created during the period being studied, and they are 
important because they provide direct evidence of historical events. 

2. Examples of primary sources include letters and government records. 
3. Secondary sources interpret and analyse primary sources, offering scholarly perspectives. 
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4. Scholarly debates inspire research topics by highlighting gaps in knowledge or disagreements 
among historians. 

5. Contemporary issues are useful because they can be traced back to historical roots, making 
research relevant to present-day concerns. 

Part 1.3 

1. A research topic is feasible if it can be studied within the available time, resources, and scope. 
2. Relevance is important because it ensures the topic contributes meaningfully to historical 

knowledge or debates. 
3. Resources and supervision influence topic choice by determining access to evidence and 

providing expert guidance. 
4. Narrowing a topic means reducing its scope to a specific aspect that can be studied in depth. 
5. Example: Broad theme – colonialism in Africa; narrowed question – how colonial taxation 

policies affected rural communities in Nigeria between 1900 and 1930. 

Part 1.4 

1. Departmental approval is necessary to validate that a topic is academically sound and feasible. 
2. A supervisor provides feedback and guidance during the approval process. 
3. The department checks for academic standards, feasibility, and alignment with course 

objectives before approving a topic. 
4. One ethical issue is plagiarism. 
5. Sensitivity is important because it ensures respect when researching marginalised groups or 

traumatic events. 

References and Attributions  
Figures 

• Figure 1.1 Characteristics of a good historical research topic: Suggested AI prompt “Create a 
diagram showing clarity, focus, relevance, and feasibility as qualities of a good historical 
research topic.” Search string: “qualities of good historical research topic diagram OER”. 

• Figure 1.2 Linking contemporary issues to historical research: Suggested AI prompt “Create a 
diagram showing how contemporary issues like migration and gender equality connect to 
historical roots.” Search string: “contemporary issues historical roots diagram OER”. 

• Figure 1.3 Criteria for feasibility and relevance: Suggested AI prompt “Create a diagram showing 
feasibility and relevance criteria for historical research topics, including sources, scope, and 
contribution.” Search string: “criteria feasibility relevance historical research topics OER 
diagram”. 

• Figure 1.4 Departmental approval process for research topics: Suggested AI prompt “Create a 
diagram showing the departmental approval process for historical research topics, including 
proposal, feedback, review, and approval.” Search string: “departmental approval process 
historical research topic OER diagram”. 

Plates 
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• Plate 1.1 Examples of primary sources for historical research: Suggested AI prompt “Create an 
image showing letters, diaries, and government records as examples of primary sources.” Search 
string: “examples primary sources history letters diaries records OER image”. 

• Plate 1.2 Aligning topics with resources and supervision: Suggested AI prompt “Create an image 
showing a student consulting archives and discussing with a supervisor about research topics.” 
Search string: “student archives supervisor historical research OER image”. 

Boxes 

• Box 1.1 Examples of broad themes and focused topics: Suggested AI prompt “Generate a table 
contrasting broad historical themes with focused research topics, including examples.” Search 
string: “examples broad vs focused historical research topics OER table”. 

• Box 1.2 Examples of secondary sources and scholarly debates: Suggested AI prompt “Generate a 
table listing examples of secondary sources and scholarly debates, showing how they inspire 
topics.” Search string: “secondary sources scholarly debates historical research OER table”. 

• Box 1.3 Examples of narrowing and framing research questions: Suggested AI prompt “Generate 
a table showing broad historical topics alongside narrowed and framed research questions.” 
Search string: “examples narrowing framing historical research questions OER table”. 

• Box 1.4 Ethical considerations in historical research topics: Suggested AI prompt “Generate a 
table listing ethical considerations in historical research topics, including plagiarism, sensitivity, 
and honesty.” Search string: “ethical considerations historical research topics OER table”. 

General References 

• Course content and learning outcomes were based on HIS 407: Long Essay Learning Outcomes 
(Departmental course document). 

• Definitions and explanations of key terms were developed for instructional clarity and learner 
independence, aligned with the Series Learning Outcomes. 

 

 

Course Title: Long Essay Learning Outcomes                                                       

Course Code: HIS 407 

Course Units: 6 Units 

•  Series 1: Identifying Historical Research Topics 

•  Series 2: Applying Historical Research Skills and Methods 

•  Series 3: Designing and Executing Original Research Projects 

•  Series 4: Writing and Presenting Historical Research Outcomes 

•  Series 5: Defending Research Findings Before Academic Panels 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

Suggested Outline for Series 2: Applying Historical 

Research Skills and Methods 

• Part 1 Mastering historical research methods 

• Qualitative and quantitative approaches in history 

• Comparative and thematic methods 

• Chronological and narrative approaches 

• Part 2 Using primary sources effectively 

• Locating and accessing archives and collections 

• Evaluating authenticity and reliability of sources 

• Interpreting evidence from documents and artefacts 

• Part 3 Engaging with secondary sources and historiography 

• Reviewing scholarly debates and interpretations 

• Identifying gaps in existing literature 

• Positioning your research within historiography 

• Part 4 Applying analytical and critical skills 

• Developing arguments from evidence 

• 2.4.2 Recognising bias and perspective in sources 

• 2.4.3 Synthesising information into coherent analysis 

• Part 5 Documenting and organising research materials 

• Note-taking and citation practices 

• Using digital tools for organisation 

• Preparing annotated bibliographies 

Introduction 
In the last Series, we explored how to identify suitable historical research topics, focusing on 

their characteristics, sources, feasibility, and ethical considerations. Having established a strong 

foundation for topic selection, we now turn to the practical skills and methods required to 

investigate those topics effectively. This Series is crucial because it equips you with the tools to 

transform a chosen subject into a structured and credible piece of historical research. 

The aim of this Series is to develop your ability to apply historical research skills and methods, 

enabling you to gather, analyse, and organise evidence in ways that strengthen your long essay 

and contribute meaningfully to historical scholarship. 

We shall commence this Series by examining key historical research methods, including 

qualitative, quantitative, comparative, thematic, chronological, and narrative approaches. Next, 

we will explore how to use primary sources effectively, focusing on locating archives, evaluating 

authenticity, and interpreting evidence. Following that, we will engage with secondary sources 

and historiography, reviewing scholarly debates and identifying gaps in existing literature. 

Moving on, we will apply analytical and critical skills to develop arguments, recognise bias, and 

synthesise information. Finally, we will wrap up by documenting and organising research 

materials, covering note-taking, citation practices, digital tools, and annotated bibliographies. 

This progression will prepare you to confidently apply research skills and methods to your 

chosen topic. 
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Series Learning Outcomes 
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 2.1 define and differentiate key historical research methods, including qualitative, 
quantitative, comparative, thematic, chronological, and narrative approaches, 

• SLO 2.2 demonstrate how to locate and access primary sources from archives and collections, 
• SLO 2.3 evaluate the authenticity and reliability of primary sources, 
• SLO 2.4 interpret evidence from documents and artefacts to support historical arguments, 
• SLO 2.5 analyse secondary sources and scholarly debates to identify gaps in existing literature, 
• SLO 2.6 position your research within historiography by engaging with scholarly interpretations, 
• SLO 2.7 apply analytical skills to develop arguments based on evidence, 
• SLO 2.8 evaluate bias and perspective in both primary and secondary sources, 
• SLO 2.9 synthesise information from multiple sources into coherent historical analysis, 
• SLO 2.10 demonstrate effective note-taking and citation practices, 
• SLO 2.11 apply digital tools to organise research materials efficiently, and 

• SLO 2.12 prepare annotated bibliographies that summarise and evaluate sources. 

2.1 Mastering Historical Research Methods 

2.1.1 Qualitative and quantitative approaches in history 
Qualitative approaches involve analysing non-numerical data such as texts, oral testimonies, 

and cultural artefacts to understand meanings, experiences, and perspectives. They are 

particularly useful for exploring social, cultural, and political contexts. Quantitative 

approaches, on the other hand, rely on numerical data such as census figures, economic 

statistics, or demographic records to identify patterns and trends over time. Both approaches 

complement each other, offering depth and breadth in historical research. 

Fill in the blank: Qualitative approaches focus on meanings and perspectives, while quantitative 

approaches rely on ______ data. 
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• Short description: Diagram comparing qualitative and quantitative approaches in historical 
research. 

• Caption: Figure 2.1 Comparison of qualitative and quantitative approaches 

• Search string: “qualitative vs quantitative approaches historical research OER diagram” 

2.1.2 Comparative and thematic methods 
Comparative methods involve examining similarities and differences across regions, periods, or 

groups to identify broader patterns or unique developments. For example, comparing labour 

movements in Britain and Nigeria may reveal both shared struggles and distinct contexts. 

Thematic methods focus on specific themes such as gender, religion, or technology, tracing 

their development across time and space. These methods help historians to organise research 

around central ideas rather than chronological order. 

Fill in the blank: Comparative methods examine similarities and differences, while thematic 

methods organise research around ______. 

If your goal is to... Use the... 

Understand why one region developed faster than another. Comparative Method 

Understand the evolution of an idea (like "unity" or "self-reliance"). Thematic Method 

Provide a simple narrative of what happened year-by-year. Chronological Method 
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• Caption: Box 2.1 Examples of comparative and thematic methods 

• Short description: A boxed table showing examples of comparative studies (e.g., revolutions in 
France and Russia) and thematic studies (e.g., history of education). 

• Search string: “comparative thematic methods historical research examples OER table” 

2.1.3 Chronological and narrative approaches 
Chronological approaches arrange events in order of time, helping to trace cause-and-effect 

relationships and developments across periods. They are useful for constructing timelines and 

understanding progression. Narrative approaches involve telling the story of historical events, 

often weaving together evidence into a coherent account. While narrative methods provide 

engaging and accessible histories, they must be carefully balanced with analytical rigour to avoid 

oversimplification. 

Fill in the blank: Chronological approaches arrange events in order of ______, while narrative 

approaches weave evidence into a story. 

 

• Short description: Image showing a timeline of historical events alongside a narrative account. 
• Caption: Plate 2.1 Chronological and narrative approaches in historical research 

• Search string: “chronological vs narrative approaches historical research OER image” 

Pilot questions 2.1 

1. What is the main difference between qualitative and quantitative approaches in history? 
2. Give one example of a comparative method in historical research. 
3. What is a thematic method, and why is it useful? 
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4. How do chronological approaches help historians? 
5. What is the strength of narrative approaches in historical research? 

2.2 Using Primary Sources Effectively 

2.2.1 Locating and accessing archives and collections 
Archives are organised repositories that preserve historical documents, records, and artefacts. 

They may be national, regional, institutional, or even private. Accessing archives requires 

knowing where collections are held, understanding catalogues, and sometimes following formal 

procedures for entry. Collections can also be digital, offering online access to scanned 

documents and databases. Learning how to locate and access these resources is a vital skill for 

historical research. 

Fill in the blank: Archives preserve historical documents and artefacts, while collections may 

also be ______. 

 

• Short description: Image showing a student working in a physical archive and another using a 
digital collection. 

• Caption: Plate 2.2 Locating and accessing archives and collections 

• Search string: “archives collections historical research OER image” 

2.2.2 Evaluating authenticity and reliability of sources 
Authenticity refers to whether a source is genuine and not forged or altered. Reliability 

concerns whether the source provides accurate and trustworthy information. Historians must 

critically examine sources by checking provenance, context, and consistency with other 

evidence. For example, a colonial-era letter must be verified as original and then assessed for 

bias or perspective. 
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Fill in the blank: Authenticity ensures a source is genuine, while reliability ensures it is ______. 

 

• Short description: Diagram showing steps for evaluating authenticity and reliability (provenance, 
context, consistency). 

• Caption: Figure 2.2 Evaluating authenticity and reliability of sources 

• Search string: “authenticity reliability historical sources evaluation OER diagram” 

2.2.3 Interpreting evidence from documents and artefacts 
Interpreting evidence means drawing meaning from sources by considering their content, 

context, and purpose. Documents such as letters or government records may reveal political 

decisions, social attitudes, or cultural practices. Artefacts, including tools, clothing, or artworks, 

provide insights into everyday life and material culture. Effective interpretation requires 

combining careful description with analytical reasoning to understand what the evidence reveals 

about the past. 

Fill in the blank: Artefacts such as tools or clothing provide insights into everyday life and 

______ culture. 

Source Type Specific Example Potential Historical Interpretation 

Official 

Government 

Report 

The First National 

Development Plan (1962-68) 

document. 

Reveals the high level of optimism and 

heavy reliance on Western foreign aid and 

"expert" advice in the early years of 

sovereignty. 
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Source Type Specific Example Potential Historical Interpretation 

Physical Artifact 

A 1970s-era Kainji Dam 

commemorative coin or 

stamp. 

Interpreted as a tool for nation-building; 

using infrastructure to create a shared visual 

identity and a sense of "modern" pride. 

Business Ledger 

Records from a United 

Africa Company (UAC) 

warehouse in the 1950s. 

Shows the transition from colonial extraction 

to the early stages of the "Import 

Substitution" industrial strategy. 

Propaganda 

Poster 

An original "Operation Feed 

the Nation" (1976) poster. 

Suggests a government attempt to militarize 

civilian labor and address the growing 

neglect of the agricultural sector during the 

oil boom. 

Private Letter 

A letter from a railway 

worker to his family during 

the 1945 General Strike. 

Provides a "history from below," showing 

the personal economic hardships and 

political awakening that official reports often 

ignore. 

Architectural 

Site 

The National Theatre in 

Lagos (completed 1976). 

Represents the "Petro-Jubilee" era; an 

interpretation of how oil wealth was used to 

fund massive, symbolic cultural projects over 

basic rural services. 

 

 

• Caption: Box 2.2 Examples of interpreting evidence from documents and artefacts 

• Short description: A boxed table showing examples of documents (letters, records) and artefacts 
(tools, clothing) with possible interpretations. 

• Search string: “interpreting documents artefacts historical research examples OER table” 

Pilot questions 2.2 

1. What is the difference between archives and collections? 
2. Why is authenticity important when evaluating sources? 
3. What does reliability mean in historical research? 
4. Give one example of interpreting evidence from a document. 
5. Provide one example of interpreting evidence from an artefact. 
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2.3 Engaging With Secondary Sources And Historiography 

2.3.1 Reviewing scholarly debates and interpretations 
Secondary sources are works produced by historians after the events, such as books, journal 

articles, and reviews. They interpret primary sources and often engage in scholarly debates, 

where historians present differing views on causes, consequences, or meanings of historical 

events. Reviewing these debates helps you understand the range of interpretations and identify 

where your research can contribute. 

Fill in the blank: Secondary sources interpret primary sources and often engage in scholarly 

______. 

Historical 

Event 

School of Thought A 

(Traditional/Structural) 

School of Thought B 

(Revisionist/Cultural) 

The Core 

"Argument" 

The French 

Revolution 

Class Struggle: It was an 

inevitable uprising of the 

rising bourgeoisie against a 

decaying feudal system 

(Marxist view). 

Political Culture: It was 

caused by a breakdown in 

royal authority and the spread 

of radical "Enlightenment" 

ideas, not just economics. 

Was it driven by 

bread prices and 

class, or by new 

ideas about 

"Liberty"? 

The Fall of 

the Roman 

Empire 

External Catastrophe: The 

empire was "murdered" by 

massive barbarian invasions 

and military defeat. 

Internal Decay: The empire 

"died in its bed" due to 

economic overstretch, lead 

poisoning, and a loss of civic 

virtue. 

Was the collapse 

sudden and 

violent, or a slow 

transformation 

over centuries? 

The 

Origins of 

the Cold 

War 

Orthodox: The Soviet 

Union’s aggressive 

expansionism after WWII 

forced the U.S. to react. 

Revisionist: U.S. "atomic 

diplomacy" and the desire for 

global market dominance 

provoked Soviet suspicion. 

Who started it: 

Stalin’s ideology 

or Truman’s 

power? 

The 

Nigerian 

Civil War 

(1967-70) 

Ethnic/Political: It was the 

result of deep-seated ethnic 

rivalries and the failure of the 

1966 coups. 

Economic/International: It 

was fueled by British and 

French interests in controlling 

Nigeria’s newly discovered 

oil. 

Was the war a 

domestic tribal 

conflict or a 

proxy war for oil 

resources? 

The 

Abolition of 

Slavery 

Humanitarian: It was ended 

by the moral crusade of 

Economic (Williams Thesis): 

Slavery was abolished only 

when it became less profitable 

Did morality 

win, or did the 
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Historical 

Event 

School of Thought A 

(Traditional/Structural) 

School of Thought B 

(Revisionist/Cultural) 

The Core 

"Argument" 

religious reformers like 

William Wilberforce. 

than the new industrial factory 

system. 

"Bottom Line" 

change? 

 

 

• Caption: Box 2.3 Examples of scholarly debates in history 

• Short description: A boxed table listing examples of historical debates (e.g., causes of the French 
Revolution, interpretations of colonialism). 

• Search string: “examples scholarly debates history OER table” 

2.3.2 Identifying gaps in existing literature 
A gap in the literature refers to an area of historical study that has not been fully explored or 

where evidence is lacking. Identifying these gaps allows you to position your research as filling a 

need in scholarship. For example, while industrialisation in Britain has been widely studied, the 

experiences of women workers in specific industries may remain under-researched. Recognising 

such gaps strengthens the originality and relevance of your topic. 

Fill in the blank: A gap in the literature refers to an area of study that has not been fully ______. 

 

• Short description: Diagram showing how gaps in literature emerge from existing studies and 
where new research can contribute. 

• Caption: Figure 2.3 Identifying gaps in existing literature 
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• Search string: “identifying gaps in literature historical research OER diagram” 

2.3.3 Positioning your research within historiography 
Historiography is the study of how history has been written and interpreted over time. 

Positioning your research within historiography means situating your work in relation to existing 

scholarship, showing how it supports, challenges, or extends previous interpretations. This 

demonstrates awareness of the broader academic conversation and ensures your research is not 

isolated but connected to ongoing debates. 

Fill in the blank: Historiography is the study of how history has been ______ and interpreted 

over time. 

 

• Short description: Image showing shelves of history books symbolising historiography and 
scholarly interpretations. 

• Caption: Plate 2.3 Positioning research within historiography 

• Search string: “historiography historical interpretations OER image” 

Pilot questions 2.3 

1. What role do secondary sources play in historical research? 
2. Why is it important to review scholarly debates? 
3. What is meant by a gap in the literature? 
4. Give one example of a gap in historical research. 
5. What does positioning your research within historiography involve? 

2.4 Applying Analytical And Critical Skills 

2.4.1 Developing arguments from evidence 
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An argument in historical research is a reasoned claim supported by evidence from sources. 

Developing arguments requires selecting relevant evidence, interpreting it carefully, and linking 

it to your research question. Strong arguments are clear, logical, and directly connected to the 

topic. For example, evidence from colonial taxation records can be used to argue about the 

economic impact on rural communities. 

Fill in the blank: A strong historical argument must be clear, logical, and supported by ______. 

 

• Short description: Diagram showing the process of developing arguments (evidence → 
interpretation → claim). 

• Caption: Figure 2.4 Developing arguments from evidence 

• Search string: “developing arguments historical research evidence diagram OER” 

2.4.2 Recognising bias and perspective in sources 
Bias refers to a tendency in a source to favour one side or viewpoint, while perspective reflects 

the position or background of the author. Recognising bias and perspective is essential because 

sources are rarely neutral. For example, a colonial administrator’s report may emphasise 

government achievements while downplaying local resistance. Identifying these elements helps 

you critically assess the reliability of sources and avoid misleading conclusions. 

Fill in the blank: Bias favours one side, while perspective reflects the ______ of the author. 
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Historical 

Event 
Source Example Likely Perspective / Bias 

What the Source 

Might "Hide" 

Colonial 

Rule in 

Nigeria 

An 1890s diary 

entry from a 

British District 

Officer. 

Imperial Perspective: Sees 

colonization as a "civilizing 

mission" to bring order and trade. 

The violence used to 

suppress local resistance 

or the sophisticated 

legal systems that 

existed before the 

British arrived. 

The 1970s 

Oil Boom 

An official 

Nigerian 

Government press 

release (1974). 

Nationalist/Optimistic Bias: 

Focuses on massive growth and 

"modernity" to boost public 

confidence. 

The rising inflation 

rates, the neglect of the 

agricultural sector, and 

the widening gap 

between the rich and 

poor. 

Trade 

Union 

Strikes 

A front-page 

article in a pro-

government 

newspaper. 

State/Order Perspective: Views 

strikers as "troublemakers" or 

"saboteurs" hindering national 

development. 

The legitimate 

grievances of the 

workers, such as poor 

safety conditions or 

unpaid wages. 

The Civil 

War 

A memoir written 

by a high-ranking 

military general 30 

years later. 

Vindication Bias: The author 

may try to justify their 

controversial decisions and blame 

others for failures. 

The perspective of the 

common soldier or the 

suffering of civilians 

caught in the crossfire. 

Missionary 

Education 

A letter from a 

19th-century 

missionary to their 

home church in 

Europe. 

Paternalistic/Religious Bias: 

Views indigenous culture as 

"backward" or "heathen" to 

justify the need for conversion. 

The intellectual depth of 

local oral traditions and 

the social disruption 

caused by abandoning 

traditional customs. 

 

 

• Caption: Box 2.4 Examples of bias and perspective in sources 

• Short description: A boxed table showing examples of bias (e.g., political propaganda) and 
perspective (e.g., author’s social background). 

• Search string: “bias perspective historical sources examples OER table” 
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2.4.3 Synthesising information into coherent analysis 
Synthesising information means combining evidence from multiple sources to create a unified 

and coherent analysis. This involves comparing, contrasting, and integrating findings to answer 

your research question. A coherent analysis does not simply list evidence but weaves it into a 

structured argument that demonstrates understanding of the topic. For example, synthesising 

census data with oral testimonies can provide both statistical and human perspectives on 

migration. 

Fill in the blank: Synthesising information involves combining evidence from multiple sources 

into a ______ analysis. 

 

• Short description: Image showing a student combining notes from books, documents, and 
artefacts into a structured essay. 

• Caption: Plate 2.4 Synthesising information into coherent analysis 

• Search string: “synthesising information historical research coherent analysis OER image” 

Pilot questions 2.4 

1. What is an argument in historical research? 
2. Why must arguments be supported by evidence? 
3. What is the difference between bias and perspective? 
4. Give one example of bias in a historical source. 
5. What does synthesising information involve in historical research? 

2.5 Documenting And Organising Research Materials 

2.5.1 Note-taking and citation practices 
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Note-taking is the process of recording key information from sources in a clear and organised 

way. Effective note-taking helps you capture ideas, evidence, and references without losing track 

of where they came from. Citation practices involve giving proper credit to the authors of the 

sources you use. This prevents plagiarism and allows readers to trace your evidence. Common 

citation styles include APA, MLA, and Chicago, each with specific rules for referencing books, 

articles, and documents. 

Fill in the blank: Citation practices prevent plagiarism and allow readers to trace your ______. 

Style Purpose / Discipline General Formula Example (Book) 

APA (7th 

Ed.) 

Social Sciences 

(Sociology, 

Psychology, 

Education) 

Author, A. A. 

(Year). Title of 

book. Publisher. 

Falola, T. (2001). Nationalism and 

African intellectuals. University of 

Rochester Press. 

MLA (9th 

Ed.) 

Humanities 

(Literature, Arts, 

Language) 

Author. Title of 

Book. Publisher, 

Year. 

Falola, Toyin. Nationalism and 

African Intellectuals. U of 

Rochester P, 2001. 

Chicago 

(Notes/Bib) 

History, Philosophy, 

Fine Arts 

Note: Author, Title 

(City: Publisher, 

Year), Page. 

 

 

 

Bib: Author. Title. 

City: Publisher, 

Year. 

Note: Toyin Falola, Nationalism 

and African Intellectuals 

(Rochester: University of Rochester 

Press, 2001), 45. 

 

 

 

Bib: Falola, Toyin. Nationalism 

and African Intellectuals. 

Rochester: University of Rochester 

Press, 2001. 

 

 

• Caption: Box 2.5 Examples of citation styles 

• Short description: A boxed table showing examples of APA, MLA, and Chicago citation formats 
for a book. 

• Search string: “APA MLA Chicago citation style examples OER table” 

2.5.2 Using digital tools for organisation 
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Digital tools such as reference managers (e.g., Zotero, Mendeley, EndNote) help you store, 

organise, and format citations automatically. They also allow you to tag, search, and annotate 

sources, making it easier to manage large amounts of material. Other tools like cloud storage or 

note-taking apps (e.g., OneNote, Evernote) provide flexible ways to organise research notes and 

collaborate with peers. 

Fill in the blank: Reference managers such as Zotero and Mendeley help you store and format 

______ automatically. 

 

• Short description: Diagram showing digital tools for organising research (reference managers, 
note-taking apps, cloud storage). 

• Caption: Figure 2.5 Digital tools for organising research materials 

• Search string: “digital tools organising research materials reference managers OER diagram” 

2.5.3 Preparing annotated bibliographies 
An annotated bibliography is a list of sources with brief notes that summarise and evaluate 

each source. The annotation usually includes the main argument, evidence used, and relevance to 

your research. Preparing annotated bibliographies helps you keep track of what each source 

contributes and how it fits into your study. It also demonstrates critical engagement with the 

literature. 

Fill in the blank: An annotated bibliography includes a brief note that summarises and ______ 

each source. 
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• Short description: Image showing a student compiling an annotated bibliography with notes 
beside each source. 

• Caption: Plate 2.5 Preparing annotated bibliographies 

• Search string: “annotated bibliography historical research example OER image” 

Pilot questions 2.5 

1. Why is note-taking important in historical research? 
2. What is the purpose of citation practices? 
3. Name one digital tool that helps organise research materials. 
4. What is an annotated bibliography? 
5. How does an annotated bibliography demonstrate critical engagement with sources? 

Series Summary 
This Series has focused on applying historical research skills and methods, building on the 

foundation of topic selection from Series 1. Its purpose has been to equip you with practical tools 

for investigating your chosen subject, ensuring that your research is rigorous, credible, and well 

organised. We began by examining different research methods, including qualitative, 

quantitative, comparative, thematic, chronological, and narrative approaches. Then we explored 

how to use primary sources effectively, from locating archives to evaluating authenticity and 

interpreting evidence. Following that, we engaged with secondary sources and historiography, 

reviewing scholarly debates, identifying gaps in literature, and positioning research within wider 

academic conversations. We continued by applying analytical and critical skills, focusing on 

developing arguments, recognising bias, and synthesising information. Finally, we concluded 

with documenting and organising research materials, covering note-taking, citation practices, 

digital tools, and annotated bibliographies. 
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By completing this Series, you should now be able to define and apply historical research 

methods, demonstrate effective use of primary and secondary sources, evaluate authenticity and 

bias, analyse scholarly debates, synthesise information into coherent arguments, and organise 

your research materials with proper documentation. In doing so, you have achieved the Series 

Learning Outcomes (SLOs 2.1 to 2.12), giving you the confidence and competence to carry out 

historical research that is both methodologically sound and academically valuable. 

Glossary of Terms 
• Annotated bibliography: A list of sources with brief notes that summarise and evaluate 

each source’s content and relevance. 

• Archives: Organised repositories that preserve historical documents, records, and 

artefacts, often requiring catalogues or formal access procedures. 

• Argument: A reasoned claim in historical research that is supported by evidence from 

sources. 

• Authenticity: The quality of a source being genuine and not forged or altered. 

• Bias: A tendency in a source to favour one side or viewpoint, often shaping how 

information is presented. 

• Chronological approach: A method of arranging events in order of time to trace cause-

and-effect relationships. 

• Collections: Groups of historical materials, which may be physical or digital, such as 

databases or scanned documents. 

• Comparative method: A research approach that examines similarities and differences 

across regions, periods, or groups. 

• Digital tools: Software applications such as reference managers or note-taking apps that 

help organise and manage research materials. 

• Historiography: The study of how history has been written and interpreted over time, 

including scholarly debates. 

• Narrative approach: A method of presenting historical events as a story, weaving 

evidence into a coherent account. 

• Note-taking: The process of recording key information from sources in a clear and 

organised way. 

• Perspective: The position or background of an author that influences how information is 

presented in a source. 

• Primary sources: Original materials created during the period being studied, such as 

letters, diaries, or artefacts. 

• Reliability: The quality of a source providing accurate and trustworthy information. 
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• Scholarly debate: A discussion among historians presenting differing interpretations of 

historical events. 

• Secondary sources: Works produced by historians after the events, such as books and 

journal articles, which interpret primary sources. 

• Synthesis: The process of combining evidence from multiple sources into a coherent and 

unified analysis. 

Concept Check Questions  
Objective questions 

1. Which of the following best describes a qualitative approach in historical research? 

(Linked to SLO 2.1) 

a) Counting census figures 

b) Analysing oral testimonies 

c) Measuring economic statistics 

d) Recording demographic data 

2. What does authenticity in a source mean? (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

a) The source is reliable 

b) The source is genuine 

c) The source is unbiased 

d) The source is recent 

3. Which tool is commonly used to organise and format citations automatically? (Linked to 

SLO 2.11) 

a) Word processor 

b) Zotero 

c) Spreadsheet 

d) Timeline software 

Short-answer questions 

4. Define a comparative method and give one example. (Linked to SLO 2.1) 
5. Explain why reliability is important when evaluating primary sources. (Linked to SLO 2.3) 
6. What is meant by a gap in the literature? (Linked to SLO 2.5) 
7. State one benefit of preparing an annotated bibliography. (Linked to SLO 2.12) 

Long-answer questions 

8. Analyse how historians develop arguments from evidence and explain why this process is 
central to historical research. (Linked to SLO 2.7) 
9. Evaluate the importance of recognising bias and perspective in sources when conducting 
historical research. (Linked to SLO 2.8) 
10. Discuss how synthesising information from multiple sources contributes to coherent historical 
analysis. (Linked to SLO 2.9) 

Answers to Concept Check Questions  
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Objective questions 

1. b) Analysing oral testimonies 
2. b) The source is genuine 
3. b) Zotero 

Short-answer questions 

4. A comparative method examines similarities and differences across regions, periods, or groups. 
Example: comparing revolutions in France and Russia. 
5. Reliability ensures that the information from a source is accurate and trustworthy, preventing 
misleading conclusions. 
6. A gap in the literature is an area of study that has not been fully explored or researched. 
7. An annotated bibliography helps track the relevance and contribution of each source to your 
research. 

Long-answer questions 

8. Basic response: Historians develop arguments by selecting evidence, interpreting it, and 

linking it to their research question. This process is central because it transforms raw data into 

meaningful claims. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also note that developing arguments requires 

balancing multiple perspectives, engaging with historiography, and ensuring logical coherence, 

which strengthens the credibility of historical scholarship. 

9. Basic response: Recognising bias and perspective helps historians critically assess 

sources and avoid misleading conclusions. 

Value-added response: Beyond this, recognising bias allows historians to uncover hidden 

agendas, understand the author’s context, and use sources more effectively by situating them 

within broader debates. 

10. Basic response: Synthesising information involves combining evidence from different 

sources into a unified analysis, ensuring coherence. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that synthesis also enables historians to 

integrate diverse types of evidence, reconcile conflicting interpretations, and produce nuanced 

accounts that enrich historical understanding. 

Answers to Pilot Questions  
Part 2.1 

1. Qualitative approaches focus on meanings and perspectives, while quantitative approaches rely 
on numerical data. 

2. Comparative methods examine similarities and differences across regions, periods, or groups. 
3. Thematic methods organise research around central ideas such as gender, religion, or 

technology. 
4. Chronological approaches arrange events in order of time. 
5. Narrative approaches weave evidence into a coherent story of historical events. 
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Part 2.2 

1. Archives preserve historical documents and artefacts, while collections may also be digital. 
2. Authenticity ensures a source is genuine. 
3. Reliability ensures a source provides accurate and trustworthy information. 
4. Interpreting evidence from a document might involve analysing a colonial-era letter to 

understand political decisions. 
5. Interpreting evidence from an artefact might involve examining clothing to understand cultural 

practices. 

Part 2.3 

1. Secondary sources interpret primary sources and provide scholarly perspectives. 
2. Reviewing scholarly debates helps historians understand different interpretations of events. 
3. A gap in the literature is an area of study that has not been fully explored. 
4. An example of a gap is the under-researched experiences of women workers during 

industrialisation. 
5. Positioning research within historiography involves situating your work in relation to existing 

scholarship. 

Part 2.4 

1. An argument in historical research is a reasoned claim supported by evidence. 
2. Arguments must be supported by evidence to be credible and persuasive. 
3. Bias favours one side, while perspective reflects the author’s background or position. 
4. An example of bias is political propaganda in government reports. 
5. Synthesising information involves combining evidence from multiple sources into a coherent 

analysis. 

Part 2.5 

1. Note-taking is important because it helps record and organise key information from sources. 
2. Citation practices give credit to authors and prevent plagiarism. 
3. Zotero is one digital tool that helps organise research materials. 
4. An annotated bibliography is a list of sources with brief notes summarising and evaluating each 

one. 
5. An annotated bibliography demonstrates critical engagement by showing how each source 

contributes to the research. 

References and Attributions  
Figures 

• Figure 2.1 Comparison of qualitative and quantitative approaches: Suggested AI prompt “Create 
a diagram comparing qualitative and quantitative approaches in historical research, showing 
examples of each.” Search string: “qualitative vs quantitative approaches historical research OER 
diagram”. 
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• Figure 2.2 Evaluating authenticity and reliability of sources: Suggested AI prompt “Create a 
diagram showing steps for evaluating authenticity and reliability of historical sources.” Search 
string: “authenticity reliability historical sources evaluation OER diagram”. 

• Figure 2.3 Identifying gaps in existing literature: Suggested AI prompt “Create a diagram 
showing how gaps in literature emerge from existing studies and where new research can 
contribute.” Search string: “identifying gaps in literature historical research OER diagram”. 

• Figure 2.4 Developing arguments from evidence: Suggested AI prompt “Create a diagram 
showing the process of developing arguments in historical research: evidence, interpretation, 
claim.” Search string: “developing arguments historical research evidence diagram OER”. 

• Figure 2.5 Digital tools for organising research materials: Suggested AI prompt “Create a 
diagram showing digital tools for organising research: reference managers, note-taking apps, 
cloud storage.” Search string: “digital tools organising research materials reference managers 
OER diagram”. 

Plates 

• Plate 2.2 Locating and accessing archives and collections: Suggested AI prompt “Create an image 
showing a student researching in a physical archive and another using a digital collection.” 
Search string: “archives collections historical research OER image”. 

• Plate 2.3 Positioning research within historiography: Suggested AI prompt “Create an image 
showing shelves of history books symbolising historiography and scholarly interpretations.” 
Search string: “historiography historical interpretations OER image”. 

• Plate 2.4 Synthesising information into coherent analysis: Suggested AI prompt “Create an image 
showing a student combining notes from books, documents, and artefacts into a structured 
essay.” Search string: “synthesising information historical research coherent analysis OER 
image”. 

• Plate 2.5 Preparing annotated bibliographies: Suggested AI prompt “Create an image showing a 
student compiling an annotated bibliography with notes beside each source.” Search string: 
“annotated bibliography historical research example OER image”. 

Boxes 

• Box 2.1 Examples of comparative and thematic methods: Suggested AI prompt “Generate a table 
showing examples of comparative and thematic methods in historical research.” Search string: 
“comparative thematic methods historical research examples OER table”. 

• Box 2.2 Examples of interpreting evidence from documents and artefacts: Suggested AI prompt 
“Generate a table showing examples of documents and artefacts with interpretations for 
historical research.” Search string: “interpreting documents artefacts historical research 
examples OER table”. 

• Box 2.3 Examples of scholarly debates in history: Suggested AI prompt “Generate a table listing 
examples of scholarly debates in history, such as causes of the French Revolution.” Search 
string: “examples scholarly debates history OER table”. 

• Box 2.4 Examples of bias and perspective in sources: Suggested AI prompt “Generate a table 
showing examples of bias and perspective in historical sources.” Search string: “bias perspective 
historical sources examples OER table”. 

• Box 2.5 Examples of citation styles: Suggested AI prompt “Generate a table showing examples of 
APA, MLA, and Chicago citation formats for a book.” Search string: “APA MLA Chicago citation 
style examples OER table”. 
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General References 

• Course content and learning outcomes were based on HIS 407: Long Essay Learning Outcomes 
(Departmental course document). 

• Definitions and explanations of key terms were developed for instructional clarity and learner 
independence, aligned with the Series Learning Outcomes. 

 

 

Course Title: Long Essay Learning Outcomes                                                       

Course Code: HIS 407 

Course Units: 6 Units 

•  Series 1: Identifying Historical Research Topics 

•  Series 2: Applying Historical Research Skills and Methods 

•  Series 3: Designing and Executing Original Research Projects 

•  Series 4: Writing and Presenting Historical Research Outcomes 

•  Series 5: Defending Research Findings Before Academic Panels 

Suggested Outline for Series 3: Designing and 

Executing Original Research Projects 

• Part 1 Formulating research questions and hypotheses 

• Defining clear and focused research questions 

• Developing hypotheses and guiding assumptions 

• Aligning questions with historical methods and sources 

• Part 2 Designing research frameworks and strategies 

• Selecting appropriate methodologies 

• Structuring research design (case studies, comparative, thematic) 

• Planning scope, timelines, and feasibility 

• Part 3 Collecting and managing data 

• Gathering primary and secondary sources systematically 

• Organising data for analysis 

• Ensuring ethical handling of information 

• Part 4 Executing analysis and interpretation 

• Applying chosen methods to data 

• Interpreting findings in relation to research questions 

• Addressing limitations and alternative perspectives 

• Part 5 Presenting preliminary findings and refining research 

• Drafting initial results and arguments 
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• Seeking feedback from supervisors and peers 

• Revising and strengthening the research project 

Introduction 
In the last Series, we explored how to apply historical research skills and methods, focusing on 

working with sources, engaging with historiography, and organising materials. Building on that 

foundation, this Series takes you further into the practical design and execution of original 

research projects. It is important because it equips you with the ability to move from planning to 

implementation, ensuring that your long essay is not only well-conceived but also systematically 

carried out. 

The aim of this Series is to guide you through the process of designing and executing original 

research projects, enabling you to formulate questions, plan frameworks, collect and analyse 

data, and refine your findings into a coherent scholarly output. 

We shall commence this Series by formulating research questions and hypotheses, ensuring they 

are clear, focused, and aligned with historical methods. Next, we will design research 

frameworks and strategies, selecting methodologies and planning scope and feasibility. 

Following that, we will consider how to collect and manage data, focusing on both primary and 

secondary sources and ethical handling. Moving on, we will execute analysis and interpretation, 

applying chosen methods and addressing limitations. Finally, we will wrap up by presenting 

preliminary findings, seeking feedback, and refining the research project to strengthen its overall 

quality. This progression will prepare you to confidently design and carry out original historical 

research. 

Series Learning Outcomes 
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 3.1 define clear and focused research questions for historical investigation, 
• SLO 3.2 formulate hypotheses and guiding assumptions that align with chosen research 

questions, 
• SLO 3.3 design appropriate research frameworks and strategies for historical projects, 
• SLO 3.4 plan the scope, timelines, and feasibility of a research project effectively, 
• SLO 3.5 collect primary and secondary sources systematically to support historical analysis, 
• SLO 3.6 organise research data for analysis using structured methods, 
• SLO 3.7 apply ethical principles in handling historical information and sources, 
• SLO 3.8 execute analysis by applying chosen methods to collected data, 
• SLO 3.9 interpret findings in relation to research questions with clarity and precision, 
• SLO 3.10 evaluate limitations and consider alternative perspectives in historical research, 
• SLO 3.11 draft preliminary findings and arguments based on evidence, 
• SLO 3.12 incorporate feedback from supervisors and peers to refine research, and 

• SLO 3.13 revise and strengthen the overall quality of a research project before final 
presentation. 

3.1 Formulating Research Questions And Hypotheses 

3.1.1 Defining clear and focused research questions 
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A research question is a precise inquiry that guides your study and determines what evidence 

you need to collect. It should be specific, feasible, and relevant to historical scholarship. A well-

defined research question avoids being too broad, such as “What happened in colonial Africa?”, 

and instead narrows the focus, for example, “How did colonial taxation policies affect rural 

communities in Nigeria between 1920 and 1940?”. 

Fill in the blank: A research question should be specific, feasible, and ______ to historical 

scholarship. 

 

• Short description: Diagram showing characteristics of a good research question (specific, 
feasible, relevant). 

• Caption: Figure 3.1 Characteristics of a good research question 

• Search string: “characteristics of good research question historical research OER diagram” 

3.1.2 Developing hypotheses and guiding assumptions 
A hypothesis is a tentative statement predicting the relationship between variables or suggesting 

an expected outcome. In historical research, hypotheses are not always tested in the same way as 

in the sciences, but they provide direction and focus. For example, a hypothesis might state: 

“Colonial taxation policies increased rural poverty in Nigeria between 1920 and 1940.” Guiding 

assumptions are underlying beliefs or perspectives that shape your approach, such as assuming 

that economic policies have social consequences. 

Fill in the blank: A hypothesis is a tentative statement predicting the ______ between variables 

or suggesting an outcome. 
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Broad Research 

Area 

Guiding Assumption (The 

"Lens") 

Working Hypothesis (The "Proposed 

Answer") 

Colonial 

Infrastructure 

History is driven by the 

economic needs of the 

ruling class (Marxist 

perspective). 

The railway lines in colonial Nigeria were 

designed solely to transport raw materials to 

ports, rather than to facilitate internal trade 

between African communities. 

Post-War 

Development 

Nationalism is the primary 

motivator for social change 

in post-colonial states. 

The failure of the Second National 

Development Plan was caused by regional 

political rivalries rather than a lack of financial 

capital from the oil boom. 

Women’s 

History 

Oral traditions are as valid 

and reliable as written 

colonial archives. 

Women played a more significant role in the 

1945 General Strike than colonial records 

suggest, but their contributions were 

suppressed in official reports. 

Agricultural 

Policy 

Technological advancement 

is always beneficial for 

rural development. 

The "Operation Feed the Nation" program 

failed because it prioritized expensive foreign 

machinery over the existing, highly efficient 

local farming knowledge. 

Education 

Policy 

Formal education is the 

most effective tool for 

social mobility. 

The introduction of the 6-3-3-4 system in the 

1980s was intended to create a technical 

workforce but instead deepened the divide 

between urban and rural economic 

opportunities. 

 

 

• Caption: Box 3.1 Examples of hypotheses and guiding assumptions 

• Short description: A boxed table showing examples of hypotheses (colonial taxation increased 
poverty) and guiding assumptions (economic policies affect society). 

• Search string: “examples hypotheses guiding assumptions historical research OER table” 

3.1.3 Aligning questions with historical methods and sources 
Research questions and hypotheses must be aligned with the methods and sources available. For 

instance, if your question requires statistical analysis, you must ensure that quantitative data such 

as census records are accessible. If your question is thematic, you may rely more on qualitative 
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sources such as oral testimonies or cultural artefacts. Aligning questions with methods and 

sources ensures that your project is practical and evidence-based. 

Fill in the blank: Aligning questions with methods and sources ensures that your project is 

______ and evidence-based. 

 

• Short description: Image showing a student linking research questions to available sources and 
methods. 

• Caption: Plate 3.1 Aligning questions with historical methods and sources 

• Search string: “aligning research questions methods sources historical research OER image” 

Pilot questions 3.1 

1. What are the three main characteristics of a good research question? 
2. Give one example of a hypothesis in historical research. 
3. What is meant by guiding assumptions? 
4. Why must research questions be aligned with methods and sources? 

3.2 Designing Research Frameworks And Strategies 

3.2.1 Selecting appropriate methodologies 
A methodology is the structured approach you use to investigate your research question. In 

historical research, methodologies may include comparative, thematic, chronological, or case 

study approaches. Selecting the right methodology depends on the nature of your question and 

the type of sources available. For example, a comparative methodology is suitable when 

examining revolutions in different countries, while a thematic methodology works well for 

tracing the development of education across time. 
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Fill in the blank: A methodology is the structured ______ you use to investigate your research 

question. 

 

• Short description: Diagram showing different methodologies in historical research (comparative, 
thematic, chronological, case study). 

• Caption: Figure 3.2 Selecting appropriate methodologies 

• Search string: “historical research methodologies comparative thematic chronological case study 
OER diagram” 

3.2.2 Structuring research design 
A research design is the overall plan that outlines how you will conduct your study. It includes 

the type of study (case study, comparative, thematic), the sources you will use, and the steps you 

will follow. Structuring your design ensures that your project is systematic and coherent. For 

example, a case study design might focus on one community, while a comparative design 

examines two or more communities side by side. 

Fill in the blank: A research design is the overall ______ that outlines how you will conduct your 

study. 

[Insert Box here] 

• Caption: Box 3.2 Examples of research designs 

• Short description: A boxed table showing examples of case study, comparative, and thematic 
designs with brief descriptions. 

• Suggested AI prompt: “Generate a table showing examples of case study, comparative, and 
thematic research designs in history.” 

• Search string: “examples research design historical case study comparative thematic OER table” 
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3.2.3 Planning scope, timelines, and feasibility 
Scope refers to the boundaries of your research, such as the time period, geographical area, or 

theme. Timelines are schedules that help you manage tasks and deadlines. Feasibility means 

ensuring that your project can realistically be completed with the resources and time available. 

Planning scope, timelines, and feasibility prevents your research from becoming too broad or 

unmanageable. 

Fill in the blank: Scope defines the boundaries of your research, while feasibility ensures it can 

be ______ completed. 

 

• Short description: Image showing a student planning research scope, timelines, and feasibility 
with a calendar and notes. 

• Caption: Plate 3.2 Planning scope, timelines, and feasibility 

• Search string: “planning scope timelines feasibility historical research OER image” 

Pilot questions 3.2 

1. What is a methodology in historical research? 
2. Give one example of a comparative methodology. 
3. What is meant by research design? 
4. Why is scope important in research planning? 
5. What does feasibility ensure in a research project? 

3.3 Collecting And Managing Data 

3.3.1 Gathering primary and secondary sources systematically 
Primary sources are original materials created during the period being studied, such as letters, 

diaries, government records, or artefacts. Secondary sources are works produced later by 
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historians, such as books and journal articles, which interpret and analyse primary evidence. 

Gathering these sources systematically means identifying what is relevant, locating them in 

archives or databases, and recording them carefully for later use. 

Fill in the blank: Primary sources are original materials, while secondary sources are works 

produced later by ______. 

 

• Short description: Diagram showing the distinction between primary and secondary sources 
with examples. 

• Caption: Figure 3.3 Gathering primary and secondary sources systematically 

• Search string: “primary vs secondary sources historical research OER diagram” 

3.3.2 Organising data for analysis 
Data organisation involves arranging collected information in a structured way so it can be 

easily analysed. This may include categorising sources by type, theme, or chronology, and using 

tools such as spreadsheets, databases, or reference managers. Effective organisation prevents 

confusion and ensures that evidence can be retrieved quickly when writing or analysing. 

Fill in the blank: Data organisation involves arranging collected information in a ______ way so 

it can be analysed. 
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Organizing 

Method 
Approach Best Used For... Example 

Chronological 

Arranging data in the 

exact order events 

occurred over time. 

Tracing cause-and-

effect relationships and 

narratives. 

A timeline of Nigeria's 

transition from the First to 

the Second Republic (1966–

1979). 

Thematic 

Grouping data by 

subject matter (e.g., 

economy, gender, 

religion) regardless of 

date. 

Deep analysis of 

specific social or 

structural shifts. 

Analyzing the "Role of 

Women" across all four 

National Development 

Plans. 

Typological 

(Type) 

Sorting data by the 

kind of source (e.g., 

oral interviews vs. 

official gazettes). 

Assessing the 

reliability and 

"perspective" of 

different evidence 

pools. 

Comparing what the 

"archival records" say vs. 

what "oral histories" say 

about the 1945 General 

Strike. 

Geographical 

Organizing data by 

location (region, city, 

or village). 

Comparative studies 

between different 

administrative zones. 

Contrasting industrial 

output in the Ikeja 

Industrial Estate vs. the 

Trans-Amadi Layout in Port 

Harcourt. 

Digital Tools 

Using software to tag, 

link, and store vast 

amounts of data. 

Managing large 

bibliographies and 

identifying patterns in 

big data. 

Using Zotero for citations, 

NVivo for thematic coding, 

or ArcGIS for historical 

mapping. 

 

 

• Caption: Box 3.3 Methods of organising historical data 

• Short description: A boxed table showing methods such as categorising by type, theme, 
chronology, and using digital tools. 

• Search string: “methods organising historical data OER table” 

3.3.3 Ensuring ethical handling of information 
Ethical handling of information means respecting the integrity of sources, acknowledging 

authorship, and avoiding plagiarism. It also involves sensitivity when dealing with personal 
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testimonies or cultural artefacts, ensuring they are represented fairly and respectfully. Ethical 

practice strengthens the credibility of your research and demonstrates professionalism. 

Fill in the blank: Ethical handling of information involves respecting the integrity of sources and 

avoiding ______. 

 

• Short description: Image showing a student citing sources properly and handling archival 
materials with care. 

• Caption: Plate 3.3 Ensuring ethical handling of information 

• Search string: “ethical handling sources historical research OER image” 

Pilot questions 3.3 

1. What is the difference between primary and secondary sources? 
2. Why is systematic gathering of sources important? 
3. What does data organisation involve? 
4. Name one method of organising historical data. 
5. What does ethical handling of information require? 

3.4 Executing Analysis And Interpretation 

3.4.1 Applying chosen methods to data 
Once you have gathered and organised your sources, the next step is to apply your chosen 

methods. This means using the framework you selected earlier, whether comparative, thematic, 

chronological, or case study, to examine the evidence systematically. For example, if you are 
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using a comparative method, you might analyse similarities and differences between two 

communities under colonial rule. Applying methods ensures that your analysis is structured and 

consistent with your research design. 

Fill in the blank: Applying chosen methods ensures that your analysis is structured and ______ 

with your research design. 

 

• Short description: Diagram showing how different methods (comparative, thematic, 
chronological, case study) are applied to data. 

• Caption: Figure 3.4 Applying chosen methods to data 

• Search string: “applying methods historical data comparative thematic chronological case study 
OER diagram” 

3.4.2 Interpreting findings in relation to research questions 
Interpretation involves making sense of the evidence by connecting it back to your research 

questions and hypotheses. It requires careful reasoning to explain what the data reveals and why 

it matters. For example, census records may show population decline, which you interpret as 

evidence of migration or economic hardship. Interpretation is not just description; it is about 

explaining meaning and significance. 

Fill in the blank: Interpretation is not just description; it is about explaining ______ and 

significance. 
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The Finding (Raw 

Data/Evidence) 

Interpretation A 

(Structural/Economic) 

Interpretation B 

(Social/Cultural) 

Archival Budget Records: 

1960s development funds 

were heavily concentrated 

in urban centers like Lagos 

and Kaduna. 

Urban Bias: The government 

prioritized industrial growth hubs 

to attract foreign investment. 

Political Control: Funding 

was used to reward urban elites 

and maintain stability in the 

seats of power. 

Oral History: Rural 

farmers in the 1970s 

intentionally avoided using 

government-provided 

fertilizers. 

Economic Resistance: The cost 

of the fertilizer was too high 

relative to the guaranteed price of 

crops. 

Local Wisdom: Farmers 

preferred traditional soil 

management because they 

viewed "modern" chemicals as 

harmful to long-term soil 

health. 

Photograph: A 1950s 

image of a Nigerian woman 

leading a protest against 

colonial tax offices. 

Labor Activism: Evidence of 

the economic pressure colonial 

taxes put on the working class. 

Gender Agency: A 

demonstration of how 

traditional female leadership 

roles were adapted to resist 

colonial patriarchy. 

Newspaper Editorial: An 

1980s piece praising the 

"discipline" of military-led 

development programs. 

State Propaganda: An attempt 

by the military regime to 

manufacture public consent for 

authoritarian rule. 

Public Anxiety: A reflection 

of a genuine civilian desire for 

order and stability during a 

time of economic chaos. 

Trade Statistics: A sharp 

decline in local palm oil 

exports immediately 

following the discovery of 

crude oil. 

"Dutch Disease": The oil boom 

caused the currency to rise, 

making agricultural exports 

uncompetitive globally. 

Urban Migration: Youth left 

farms for city jobs, leading to a 

cultural shift away from 

agrarian identity toward a 

"petrol-wealth" aspirations. 

 

 

• Caption: Box 3.4 Examples of interpreting findings 

• Short description: A boxed table showing examples of findings (population decline, increased 
taxation) and possible interpretations (migration, poverty). 

• Search string: “examples interpreting findings historical research OER table” 

3.4.3 Addressing limitations and alternative perspectives 
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Every research project has limitations, such as incomplete sources, restricted access to archives, 

or biases in available evidence. Recognising these limitations strengthens your credibility 

because it shows awareness of what your study can and cannot claim. Considering alternative 

perspectives also enriches your work, as it demonstrates engagement with different viewpoints. 

For example, while colonial taxation may be interpreted as oppressive, some sources might 

present it as a means of infrastructure development. Addressing limitations and perspectives 

ensures balance and fairness in your analysis. 

Fill in the blank: Recognising limitations strengthens your credibility because it shows awareness 

of what your study can and cannot ______. 

 

• Short description: Image showing a student weighing evidence, noting limitations, and 
considering alternative perspectives. 

• Caption: Plate 3.4 Addressing limitations and alternative perspectives 

• Search string: “addressing limitations alternative perspectives historical research OER image” 

Pilot questions 3.4 

1. Why must chosen methods be applied consistently to data? 
2. What does interpretation involve in historical research? 
3. Give one example of interpreting findings from census records. 
4. Why is it important to recognise limitations in research? 
5. How do alternative perspectives enrich historical analysis? 

3.5 Presenting Preliminary Findings And Refining Research 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

3.5.1 Drafting initial results and arguments 
Drafting your preliminary findings involves writing down the evidence you have analysed and 

the arguments that emerge from it. At this stage, your work does not need to be perfect, but it 

should clearly show how your evidence supports your claims. Drafting helps you identify gaps, 

inconsistencies, or areas that need further clarification. 

Fill in the blank: Drafting preliminary findings helps you identify gaps, inconsistencies, or areas 

that need further ______. 

 

• Short description: Diagram showing the process of drafting findings (evidence → argument → 
draft → revision). 

• Caption: Figure 3.5 Drafting initial results and arguments 

• Search string: “drafting findings arguments historical research OER diagram” 

3.5.2 Seeking feedback from supervisors and peers 
Feedback is essential for improving your research. Supervisors can provide expert guidance, 

while peers may offer fresh perspectives or spot weaknesses you overlooked. Seeking feedback 

ensures that your arguments are clear, your evidence is well presented, and your project is on 

track. Constructive criticism should be welcomed as part of the research process. 

Fill in the blank: Feedback ensures that your arguments are clear and your project is on ______. 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

Benefit Category Specific Impact How it Improves the Project 

Argument 

Strengthening 

Identifies "logical leaps" where 

your evidence doesn't fully support 

your thesis. 

Forces you to find more primary 

sources or refine your claim to be 

more defensible. 

Bias Mitigation 
Points out subconscious leanings or 

"blind spots" in your interpretation. 

Ensures a more balanced narrative 

that considers multiple perspectives 

(e.g., gender, class, or ethnicity). 

Methodological 

Rigor 

Suggests alternative research 

methods, such as a thematic rather 

than chronological approach. 

Can lead to a deeper analysis of the 

"why" instead of just the "what." 

Discovery of 

Sources 

Experts or peers may suggest 

archives, books, or oral sources you 

overlooked. 

Expands your evidence pool, often 

leading to more original and unique 

findings. 

Clarity & Flow 

Highlights areas where complex 

historical jargon or "academic 

denseness" obscures your point. 

Makes your research more accessible 

and persuasive to a broader audience. 

Verification of 

Facts 

Catches errors in dates, names, or 

the context of specific historical 

events. 

Protects your professional reputation 

and ensures the technical accuracy of 

the work. 

 

 

• Caption: Box 3.5 Benefits of feedback in research 

• Short description: A boxed table showing benefits such as clarity, improvement, and 
identification of weaknesses. 

• Search string: “benefits feedback historical research OER table” 

3.5.3 Revising and strengthening the research project 
Revision means reworking your draft to improve clarity, coherence, and accuracy. It may 

involve reorganising sections, refining arguments, or adding new evidence. Strengthening the 

project ensures that it meets academic standards and contributes meaningfully to historical 

scholarship. Revision is not just correction; it is an opportunity to enhance the quality and impact 

of your work. 
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Fill in the blank: Revision is not just correction; it is an opportunity to enhance the ______ and 

impact of your work. 

 

• Short description: Image showing a student revising a draft with notes and corrections, 
strengthening the final project. 

• Caption: Plate 3.5 Revising and strengthening the research project 
• Search string: “revising strengthening research project historical research OER image” 

Pilot questions 3.5 

1. Why is drafting preliminary findings important? 
2. What role does feedback play in research? 
3. Give one benefit of seeking feedback from peers. 
4. What does revision involve in historical research? 
5. How does revision strengthen the quality of a project? 

Series Summary 
This Series has focused on designing and executing original research projects, guiding you 

through the practical steps needed to transform ideas into a structured and credible historical 

study. Its purpose has been to help you move beyond planning into implementation, ensuring that 

your long essay is both methodologically sound and academically valuable. We began by 

formulating research questions and hypotheses, then moved on to designing frameworks and 

strategies. Following that, we explored how to collect and manage data systematically and 

ethically. We continued with executing analysis and interpretation, applying chosen methods, 
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interpreting findings, and addressing limitations. Finally, we concluded with presenting 

preliminary results, seeking feedback, and revising to strengthen the project. 

By completing this Series, you should now be able to define focused research questions, 

formulate hypotheses, design frameworks, collect and organise data, apply methods of analysis, 

interpret findings, evaluate limitations, and refine your work through drafting and revision. In 

achieving these skills, you have met the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs 3.1 to 3.13), equipping 

you with the confidence to design and carry out original historical research projects that 

contribute meaningfully to scholarship. 

Glossary of Terms 
• Alternative perspectives: Different viewpoints or interpretations that provide balance 

and enrich historical analysis. 

• Data organisation: The process of arranging collected information in a structured way 

for easy analysis. 

• Ethical handling: Respecting the integrity of sources, acknowledging authorship, and 

avoiding plagiarism in research. 

• Feasibility: The practicality of completing a research project within available time and 

resources. 

• Guiding assumptions: Underlying beliefs or perspectives that shape the direction of a 

research project. 

• Hypothesis: A tentative statement predicting the relationship between variables or 

suggesting an expected outcome. 

• Interpretation: The act of explaining the meaning and significance of findings in 

relation to research questions. 

• Methodology: A structured approach used to investigate a research question, such as 

comparative or thematic. 

• Preliminary findings: Initial results and arguments drafted from evidence before 

revision and refinement. 

• Primary sources: Original materials created during the period being studied, such as 

letters, diaries, or artefacts. 

• Research design: The overall plan outlining how a study will be conducted, including 

sources and steps. 

• Research question: A precise inquiry that guides a study and determines the evidence 

needed. 

• Scope: The boundaries of a research project, such as time period, geographical area, or 

theme. 
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• Secondary sources: Works produced later by historians that interpret and analyse 

primary evidence. 

• Revision: The process of reworking a draft to improve clarity, coherence, and accuracy. 

• Timelines: Schedules that help manage tasks and deadlines in a research project. 

Concept Check Questions  
Objective questions 

1. Which of the following best describes a research question? (Linked to SLO 3.1) 

a) A broad theme of study 

b) A precise inquiry guiding investigation 

c) A list of sources 

d) A hypothesis 

2. What is a hypothesis in historical research? (Linked to SLO 3.2) 

a) A proven fact 

b) A tentative statement predicting relationships or outcomes 

c) A summary of findings 

d) A literature review 

3. Which of the following ensures a project is practical and achievable? (Linked to SLO 

3.4) 

a) Scope 

b) Timelines 

c) Feasibility 

d) Interpretation 

Short-answer questions 

4. Define methodology in historical research. (Linked to SLO 3.3) 
5. Explain why organising data is important for analysis. (Linked to SLO 3.6) 
6. What does ethical handling of information involve? (Linked to SLO 3.7) 
7. State one benefit of seeking feedback from supervisors or peers. (Linked to SLO 3.12) 

Long-answer questions 

8. Analyse how interpreting findings in relation to research questions strengthens historical 
analysis. (Linked to SLO 3.9) 
9. Evaluate the importance of recognising limitations and considering alternative perspectives in 
historical research. (Linked to SLO 3.10) 
10. Discuss how revision and refinement contribute to the overall quality of a research project. 
(Linked to SLO 3.13) 

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3] 
Objective questions 

1. b) A precise inquiry guiding investigation 
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2. b) A tentative statement predicting relationships or outcomes 
3. c) Feasibility 

Short-answer questions 

4. Methodology is the structured approach used to investigate a research question, such as 
comparative or thematic. 
5. Organising data ensures information is structured, retrievable, and ready for systematic analysis. 
6. Ethical handling involves respecting source integrity, acknowledging authorship, and avoiding 
plagiarism. 
7. Feedback helps improve clarity, identify weaknesses, and strengthen arguments. 

Long-answer questions 

8. Basic response: Interpreting findings connects evidence back to research questions, 

ensuring analysis is meaningful and relevant. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that interpretation also highlights 

significance, situates findings within historiography, and demonstrates critical reasoning. 

9. Basic response: Recognising limitations shows awareness of constraints, while 

considering alternative perspectives ensures balanced analysis. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may note that this practice enhances credibility, 

engages with scholarly debates, and prevents one-sided conclusions. 

10. Basic response: Revision improves clarity, coherence, and accuracy, strengthening the 

project before final presentation. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that refinement also enhances scholarly 

contribution, integrates feedback, and raises the overall impact of the research. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 
Part 3.1 

1. Specific, feasible, and relevant. 
2. “Colonial taxation policies increased rural poverty in Nigeria between 1920 and 1940.” 
3. Guiding assumptions are underlying beliefs or perspectives that shape the direction of a 

research project. 
4. To ensure the project is practical and evidence-based. 

Part 3.2 

1. A methodology is the structured approach used to investigate a research question. 
2. Comparing revolutions in France and Russia. 
3. A research design is the overall plan outlining how a study will be conducted. 
4. Scope defines the boundaries of a research project. 
5. Feasibility ensures the project can realistically be completed. 

Part 3.3 
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1. Primary sources are original materials, while secondary sources interpret and analyse them. 
2. It ensures relevant evidence is collected and recorded for analysis. 
3. Arranging collected information in a structured way for easy analysis. 
4. Categorising by type, theme, chronology, or using digital tools. 
5. Respecting source integrity, acknowledging authorship, and avoiding plagiarism. 

Part 3.4 

1. To ensure analysis is structured and consistent with the research design. 
2. Making sense of evidence by connecting it back to research questions. 
3. Census records showing population decline interpreted as migration or hardship. 
4. It shows awareness of constraints and strengthens credibility. 
5. They provide balance and enrich analysis with different viewpoints. 

Part 3.5 

1. It helps identify gaps, inconsistencies, or areas needing clarification. 
2. It improves clarity, strengthens arguments, and keeps the project on track. 
3. It provides fresh perspectives and identifies weaknesses. 
4. Reworking drafts to improve clarity, coherence, and accuracy. 
5. It enhances scholarly contribution and raises the overall quality of the project. 

References and Attributions [Series 3] 
Figures 

• Figure 3.1 Characteristics of a good research question: AI-generated using the prompt “Create a 
diagram showing characteristics of a good historical research question: specific, feasible, 
relevant.” Suggested OER search string: “characteristics of good research question historical 
research OER diagram”. 

• Figure 3.2 Selecting appropriate methodologies: AI-generated using the prompt “Create a 
diagram showing different methodologies in historical research: comparative, thematic, 
chronological, case study.” Suggested OER search string: “historical research methodologies 
comparative thematic chronological case study OER diagram”. 

• Figure 3.3 Gathering primary and secondary sources systematically: AI-generated using the 
prompt “Create a diagram showing the distinction between primary and secondary sources with 
examples.” Suggested OER search string: “primary vs secondary sources historical research OER 
diagram”. 

• Figure 3.4 Applying chosen methods to data: AI-generated using the prompt “Create a diagram 
showing how comparative, thematic, chronological, and case study methods are applied to 
historical data.” Suggested OER search string: “applying methods historical data comparative 
thematic chronological case study OER diagram”. 

• Figure 3.5 Drafting initial results and arguments: AI-generated using the prompt “Create a 
diagram showing the process of drafting findings: evidence, argument, draft, revision.” 
Suggested OER search string: “drafting findings arguments historical research OER diagram”. 

Plates 
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• Plate 3.1 Aligning questions with historical methods and sources: AI-generated using the prompt 
“Create an image showing a student linking research questions to available sources and 
methods.” Suggested OER search string: “aligning research questions methods sources historical 
research OER image”. 

• Plate 3.2 Planning scope, timelines, and feasibility: AI-generated using the prompt “Create an 
image showing a student planning research scope, timelines, and feasibility with a calendar and 
notes.” Suggested OER search string: “planning scope timelines feasibility historical research 
OER image”. 

• Plate 3.3 Ensuring ethical handling of information: AI-generated using the prompt “Create an 
image showing a student citing sources properly and handling archival materials with care.” 
Suggested OER search string: “ethical handling sources historical research OER image”. 

• Plate 3.4 Addressing limitations and alternative perspectives: AI-generated using the prompt 
“Create an image showing a student weighing evidence, noting limitations, and considering 
alternative perspectives.” Suggested OER search string: “addressing limitations alternative 
perspectives historical research OER image”. 

• Plate 3.5 Revising and strengthening the research project: AI-generated using the prompt 
“Create an image showing a student revising a draft with notes and corrections, strengthening 
the final project.” Suggested OER search string: “revising strengthening research project 
historical research OER image”. 

Boxes 

• Box 3.1 Examples of hypotheses and guiding assumptions: AI-generated using the prompt 
“Generate a table showing examples of hypotheses and guiding assumptions in historical 
research.” Suggested OER search string: “examples hypotheses guiding assumptions historical 
research OER table”. 

• Box 3.2 Examples of research designs: AI-generated using the prompt “Generate a table showing 
examples of case study, comparative, and thematic research designs in history.” Suggested OER 
search string: “examples research design historical case study comparative thematic OER table”. 

• Box 3.3 Methods of organising historical data: AI-generated using the prompt “Generate a table 
showing methods of organising historical data: type, theme, chronology, digital tools.” 
Suggested OER search string: “methods organising historical data OER table”. 

• Box 3.4 Examples of interpreting findings: AI-generated using the prompt “Generate a table 
showing examples of findings and possible interpretations in historical research.” Suggested OER 
search string: “examples interpreting findings historical research OER table”. 

• Box 3.5 Benefits of feedback in research: AI-generated using the prompt “Generate a table 
showing benefits of feedback in historical research projects.” Suggested OER search string: 
“benefits feedback historical research OER table”. 

General References 

• Course content and learning outcomes were based on HIS 407: Long Essay Learning Outcomes 
(Departmental course document). 

• Definitions and explanations of key terms were developed for instructional clarity and learner 
independence, aligned with the Series Learning Outcomes. 
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Course Title: Long Essay Learning Outcomes                                                       

Course Code: HIS 407 

Course Units: 6 Units 

•  Series 1: Identifying Historical Research Topics 

•  Series 2: Applying Historical Research Skills and Methods 

•  Series 3: Designing and Executing Original Research Projects 

•  Series 4: Writing and Presenting Historical Research Outcomes 

•  Series 5: Defending Research Findings Before Academic Panels 

Suggested Outline for Series 4: Writing and 

Presenting Historical Research Outcomes 

• Part 1 Structuring the long essay 

• Organising chapters and sections 

• Developing introductions and conclusions 

• Ensuring logical flow and coherence 

• Part 2 Academic writing style and conventions 

• Using clear and formal language 

• Applying citation and referencing styles 

• Avoiding plagiarism and maintaining originality 

• Part 3 Presenting arguments and evidence effectively 

• Integrating primary and secondary sources 

• Balancing description with analysis 

• Supporting claims with credible evidence 

• Part 4 Preparing for oral and visual presentation of research 

• Designing effective presentations (slides, posters, handouts) 

• Communicating findings clearly in oral delivery 

• Handling questions and feedback professionally 

• Part 5 Finalising and submitting the research project 

• Proof-reading and editing for accuracy 

• Formatting according to institutional guidelines 

• Submitting and archiving the long essay 

Introduction 
In the last Series, we examined how to design and execute original research projects, moving 

from formulating questions to collecting data and interpreting findings. Having reached that 

stage, the next step is to communicate your research outcomes effectively. Writing and 

presenting historical research is crucial because it transforms your work into a scholarly 
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contribution that others can read, evaluate, and build upon. This Series will help you develop the 

skills to present your findings clearly, persuasively, and in line with academic standards. 

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to write and present historical research 

outcomes in both written and oral formats, ensuring that your long essay is well-structured, 

academically rigorous, and professionally delivered. 

We shall commence this Series by structuring the long essay, focusing on how to organise 

chapters, introductions, and conclusions. Next, we will explore academic writing style and 

conventions, including citation practices and originality. Following that, we will move on to 

presenting arguments and evidence effectively, integrating sources and balancing analysis with 

description. Afterwards, we will consider how to prepare for oral and visual presentations, 

designing slides and communicating findings clearly. Finally, we will wrap up by finalising and 

submitting the research project, ensuring accuracy, proper formatting, and compliance with 

institutional guidelines. This progression will prepare you to confidently present your historical 

research outcomes in both written and oral forms. 

Series Learning Outcomes 
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 4.1 organise chapters and sections to structure a long essay effectively, 
• SLO 4.2 develop introductions and conclusions that frame and summarise research clearly, 
• SLO 4.3 ensure logical flow and coherence throughout a long essay, 
• SLO 4.4 apply clear and formal academic writing style in historical research, 
• SLO 4.5 use appropriate citation and referencing styles consistently, 
• SLO 4.6 avoid plagiarism by maintaining originality in written work, 
• SLO 4.7 integrate primary and secondary sources to support arguments, 
• SLO 4.8 balance descriptive writing with analytical discussion in presenting evidence, 
• SLO 4.9 support claims with credible and relevant historical evidence, 
• SLO 4.10 design effective visual aids such as slides or posters for research presentation, 
• SLO 4.11 communicate findings clearly and confidently in oral delivery, 
• SLO 4.12 respond to questions and feedback professionally during presentations, 
• SLO 4.13 proof-read and edit a long essay to improve clarity and accuracy, 
• SLO 4.14 format research work according to institutional guidelines, and 

• SLO 4.15 submit and archive the long essay appropriately. 

4.1 Structuring The Long Essay 

4.1.1 Organising chapters and sections 
A chapter is a major division of your long essay that deals with a specific aspect of your 

research, while a section is a smaller subdivision within a chapter that focuses on a particular 

theme or argument. Organising chapters and sections ensures that your essay is logical and easy 

to follow. Typically, a long essay begins with an introduction, followed by chapters that present 

evidence and analysis, and ends with a conclusion. Each chapter should have a clear purpose and 

contribute to answering your research question. 

Fill in the blank: A chapter is a major division of your essay, while a section is a smaller ______ 

within it. 
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• Short description: Diagram showing the structure of a long essay (introduction, chapters, 
conclusion). 

• Caption: Figure 4.1 Organising chapters and sections 

• Search string: “structure of long essay chapters sections OER diagram” 

4.1.2 Developing introductions and conclusions 
An introduction is the opening part of your essay that sets the context, states the research 

question, and outlines the structure of the work. A conclusion is the closing part that summarises 

the findings, reflects on their significance, and suggests possible directions for further research. 

Both are essential for framing your essay and guiding the reader. The introduction should capture 

interest and establish relevance, while the conclusion should provide closure and demonstrate the 

value of your research. 

Fill in the blank: An introduction sets the context and outlines the structure, while a conclusion 

______ the findings and significance. 

Feature Introduction (The Opening) Conclusion (The Final Word) 

Primary 

Goal 

To introduce the topic, provide 

context, and state the Thesis 

Statement. 

To summarize the main arguments and 

state the Final Significance. 
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Feature Introduction (The Opening) Conclusion (The Final Word) 

Direction 

Moves from Broad (Historical 

context) to Narrow (Specific 

argument). 

Moves from Narrow (Specific 

findings) to Broad (Future 

implications). 

Thesis 

Treatment 

Presents the primary argument for the 

first time. 

Restates the thesis in a new way, 

reflecting the evidence presented in the 

essay. 

Roadmap 

Outlines the specific "themes" or 

"chapters" the reader is about to 

encounter. 

Briefly reminds the reader how those 

themes successfully proved the thesis. 

Evidence 
Hooks the reader with a compelling 

fact or quote but avoids deep analysis. 

Synthesizes the evidence into a "big 

picture" conclusion. 

The "So 

What?" 

Explains why this specific historical 

question is worth asking. 

Explains the legacy of the event and its 

relevance to current historical debates. 

 

 

• Caption: Box 4.1 Key features of introductions and conclusions 

• Short description: A boxed table showing features of introductions (context, research question, 
outline) and conclusions (summary, significance, future directions). 

• Search string: “features of introduction and conclusion historical essay OER table” 

4.1.3 Ensuring logical flow and coherence 
Logical flow refers to the smooth progression of ideas from one section to another, while 

coherence means that all parts of the essay fit together to form a unified whole. Achieving 

logical flow and coherence requires careful use of transitions, consistent argumentation, and 

clear connections between evidence and claims. Without these, the essay may appear fragmented 

or confusing. 

Fill in the blank: Logical flow ensures smooth progression of ideas, while coherence ensures the 

essay forms a unified ______. 
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• Short description: Image showing a student reviewing an essay draft to check transitions and 
coherence. 

• Caption: Plate 4.1 Ensuring logical flow and coherence 

• Search string: “logical flow coherence essay writing OER image” 

Pilot questions 4.1 

1. What is the difference between a chapter and a section? 
2. What should an introduction include in a long essay? 
3. What is the purpose of a conclusion? 
4. Define logical flow and coherence in essay writing. 
5. Why are transitions important in maintaining coherence? 

4.2 Academic Writing Style And Conventions 

4.2.1 Using clear and formal language 
Academic writing style refers to the formal and precise way of expressing ideas in scholarly 

work. It avoids casual expressions, slang, or overly complex sentences, and instead focuses on 

clarity, accuracy, and professionalism. Using clear and formal language ensures that your 

arguments are taken seriously and that your essay meets academic standards. For example, 

instead of writing “lots of people were unhappy,” you might write “a significant proportion of 

the population expressed dissatisfaction.” 

Fill in the blank: Academic writing style avoids casual expressions and focuses on clarity, 

accuracy, and ______. 
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• Short description: Diagram showing features of academic writing style (clarity, accuracy, 
professionalism). 

• Caption: Figure 4.2 Features of academic writing style 

• Search string: “academic writing style clarity accuracy professionalism OER diagram” 

4.2.2 Applying citation and referencing styles 
Citation is the act of acknowledging the source of information within your text, while 

referencing is the detailed listing of those sources at the end of your essay. Proper citation and 

referencing styles, such as APA, MLA, or Chicago, ensure that your work is credible and that 

readers can trace your sources. Applying these styles consistently demonstrates respect for 

intellectual property and strengthens your arguments by showing they are evidence-based. 

Fill in the blank: Citation acknowledges the source within the text, while referencing provides a 

detailed ______ at the end. 

Source 

Type 
APA (7th Edition) MLA (9th Edition) 

Chicago (Notes & 

Bibliography) 

Book 

Falola, T. (2001). 

Nationalism and African 

intellectuals. Publisher. 

Falola, Toyin. Nationalism 

and African Intellectuals. 

Publisher, 2001. 

N: Toyin Falola, 

Nationalism and African 

Intellectuals (City: 

Publisher, 2001), 45. 

 

 

 

B: Falola, Toyin. 

Nationalism and African 

Intellectuals. City: 

Publisher, 2001. 

Journal 

Article 

Usman, S. (2024). Oil 

and development. 

Journal of African 

History, 12(2), 45–60. 

Usman, Sanni. "Oil and 

Development." Journal of 

African History, vol. 12, no. 

2, 2024, pp. 45-60. 

N: Sanni Usman, "Oil and 

Development," Journal of 

African History 12, no. 2 

(2024): 48. 

 

 

 

B: Usman, Sanni. "Oil and 

Development." Journal of 
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Source 

Type 
APA (7th Edition) MLA (9th Edition) 

Chicago (Notes & 

Bibliography) 

African History 12, no. 2 

(2024): 45–60. 

Website 
Nigerian Govt. (2025). 

National Vision. URL 

Nigerian Government. 

National Vision, 2025, 

URL. 

N: "National Vision," 

Nigerian Government, 

accessed April 16, 2026, 

URL. 

 

 

 

B: Nigerian Government. 

"National Vision." 

Accessed April 16, 2026. 

URL. 

 

 

• Caption: Box 4.2 Examples of citation and referencing styles 

• Short description: A boxed table showing examples of APA, MLA, and Chicago citation formats 
with brief notes. 

• Search string: “examples citation referencing styles APA MLA Chicago OER table” 

4.2.3 Avoiding plagiarism and maintaining originality 
Plagiarism is the act of presenting someone else’s work or ideas as your own without proper 

acknowledgement. It is a serious academic offence that can undermine your credibility and result 

in penalties. Maintaining originality means presenting your own arguments and interpretations, 

even when drawing on existing sources. To avoid plagiarism, always cite properly, paraphrase 

carefully, and ensure that your essay reflects your independent thinking. 

Fill in the blank: Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work as your own without proper 

______. 

• Short description: Image showing a student citing sources correctly to avoid plagiarism. 
• Caption: Plate 4.2 Avoiding plagiarism and maintaining originality 

• Search string: “avoiding plagiarism academic writing OER image” 

Pilot questions 4.2 
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1. What are the key features of academic writing style? 
2. What is the difference between citation and referencing? 
3. Name one citation style commonly used in historical research. 
4. Define plagiarism in academic writing. 
5. How can originality be maintained in a long essay? 

4.3 Presenting Arguments And Evidence Effectively 

4.3.1 Integrating primary and secondary sources 
Primary sources are original materials from the period under study, while secondary sources 

are later interpretations or analyses by historians. Integrating both types of sources strengthens 

your arguments by providing direct evidence and scholarly context. For example, you might use 

a colonial government record (primary source) alongside a historian’s analysis of taxation 

policies (secondary source). The key is to weave them together so that your essay demonstrates 

both evidence and interpretation. 

Fill in the blank: Primary sources provide direct evidence, while secondary sources provide 

scholarly ______. 

• Short description: Diagram showing integration of primary and secondary sources in historical 
writing. 

• Caption: Figure 4.3 Integrating primary and secondary sources 

• Search string: “integrating primary and secondary sources historical essay OER diagram” 

4.3.2 Balancing description with analysis 
Description refers to recounting what happened, while analysis involves explaining why it 

happened and what it means. A strong essay balances both, ensuring that evidence is not just 

presented but also interpreted. For instance, describing a policy is useful, but analysing its impact 

on society makes your work more insightful. Too much description can make your essay read 

like a report, while too much analysis without evidence can weaken credibility. 

Fill in the blank: Description recounts what happened, while analysis explains why it happened 

and what it ______. 

Historical 

Topic 

Descriptive Writing (The 

"What") 

Analytical Writing (The "Why" and "So 

What") 

The Fall of 

Rome 

The Visigoths sacked the city of 

Rome in 410 CE, followed by the 

Vandals in 455 CE. By 476 CE, 

the last Western Emperor was 

deposed. 

The collapse was not merely a military 

defeat but the result of centuries of 

economic overextension, political 

instability, and a shift in Roman civic 

identity. 
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Historical 

Topic 

Descriptive Writing (The 

"What") 

Analytical Writing (The "Why" and "So 

What") 

The 

Industrial 

Revolution 

New machines like the spinning 

jenny and the steam engine were 

invented in Britain during the late 

18th century, leading to the rise of 

factories. 

The transition to factory labor 

fundamentally restructured the nuclear 

family and altered the human relationship 

with time, moving society from seasonal to 

hourly labor. 

The French 

Revolution 

On July 14, 1789, a Parisian mob 

stormed the Bastille, a medieval 

fortress and prison, to seize 

gunpowder and weapons. 

The fall of the Bastille served as a potent 

symbolic dismantling of royal absolutism, 

signaling that the "Third Estate" was no 

longer a passive subject but a sovereign 

political force. 

The Cold 

War 

The United States and the Soviet 

Union engaged in a decades-long 

standoff involving nuclear arms 

races and proxy wars in Korea and 

Vietnam. 

The conflict was defined by a clash of 

competing universalist ideologies—liberal 

capitalism versus state socialism—which 

forced newly independent post-colonial 

nations to choose sides. 

 

 

• Caption: Box 4.3 Balancing description and analysis 

• Short description: A boxed table showing examples of description (policy details) and analysis 
(social impact). 

• Search string: “balancing description and analysis historical essay OER table” 

4.3.3 Supporting claims with credible evidence 
A claim is a statement or argument you make in your essay, and credible evidence is reliable 

information that backs it up. Credible evidence may come from well-documented primary 

sources or respected secondary scholarship. Supporting claims with evidence ensures that your 

arguments are persuasive and academically valid. Without evidence, claims remain 

unsubstantiated opinions. 

Fill in the blank: A claim is a statement you make, and credible evidence is reliable information 

that ______ it up. 

• Short description: Image showing a student linking claims to evidence in a draft essay. 
• Caption: Plate 4.3 Supporting claims with credible evidence 

• Search string: “supporting claims credible evidence historical essay OER image” 

Pilot questions 4.3 
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1. What is the difference between primary and secondary sources? 
2. Why is it important to balance description with analysis? 
3. Give one example of description and one of analysis in historical writing. 
4. What is a claim in essay writing? 
5. Why must claims be supported with credible evidence? 

4.4 Preparing For Oral And Visual Presentation Of 

Research 

4.4.1 Designing effective presentations (slides, posters, handouts) 
An oral presentation is often supported by visual aids such as slides, posters, or handouts. 

These tools help to highlight key points, guide the audience, and make complex information 

easier to understand. Effective design means keeping slides uncluttered, using clear headings, 

and including visuals that reinforce your arguments. Posters and handouts should also be 

concise, visually appealing, and easy to follow. 

Fill in the blank: Effective presentation design means keeping slides uncluttered and using clear 

______. 

• Short description: Diagram showing elements of effective presentation design (clarity, simplicity, 
visuals). 

• Caption: Figure 4.4 Designing effective presentations 

• Search string: “effective presentation design slides posters handouts OER diagram” 

4.4.2 Communicating findings clearly in oral delivery 
Oral delivery refers to the way you present your research verbally. Clear communication 

involves speaking at a steady pace, using appropriate tone, and emphasising key points. It is 

important to avoid reading directly from slides or notes; instead, engage the audience by 

explaining ideas in your own words. Practising beforehand helps build confidence and ensures 

that your delivery is smooth and professional. 

Fill in the blank: Clear oral delivery involves speaking at a steady pace and emphasising ______ 

points. 

• Short description: Image showing a student presenting research findings confidently to an 
audience. 

• Caption: Plate 4.4 Communicating findings clearly in oral delivery 

• Search string: “oral presentation research findings student audience OER image” 

4.4.3 Handling questions and feedback professionally 
During presentations, audiences often ask questions or provide feedback. Handling these 

moments professionally means listening carefully, responding respectfully, and acknowledging 

different viewpoints. If you do not know the answer, it is acceptable to say so and suggest how 

you might follow up later. Feedback should be welcomed as an opportunity to improve your 

work and demonstrate openness to constructive criticism. 
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Fill in the blank: Handling questions professionally means listening carefully and responding 

______. 

Category Strategy Tip for Implementation 

Preparation 
Anticipate "The 

Usual Suspects" 

Brainstorm the most likely critiques regarding your 

methodology, sample size, or theoretical framework. 

Prepare "backup slides" with extra data to address these. 

Active 

Listening 

The Pause and 

Reiterate 

Wait two seconds before answering to show you are 

reflecting. Restate the question (e.g., "If I understand 

correctly, you're asking about...") to ensure clarity for you 

and the audience. 

Difficult 

Questions 

Bridge to Your 

Strengths 

If a question is outside your scope, acknowledge its 

importance but pivot back to your data: "That is an 

interesting avenue for future study; within the constraints 

of this specific project, we found..." 

Critical 

Feedback 

Maintain 

Professional 

Neutrality 

View critiques as a "peer review" rather than a personal 

attack. Use phrases like, "That’s a valid perspective on the 

data," or "I see how that interpretation could arise." 

Unknown 

Answers 

The "Work-in-

Progress" Pivot 

Never guess. It is perfectly acceptable to say: "I don't have 

that specific figure on hand, but I’d be happy to check my 

notes and follow up with you after the session." 

Time 

Management 
Take it Offline 

If a single audience member is dominating the time or 

asking highly niche questions, say: "That’s a deep dive that 

might require more time than we have; let's discuss it 

further during the break." 

 

 

• Caption: Box 4.4 Tips for handling questions and feedback 

• Short description: A boxed table showing tips such as listening carefully, responding respectfully, 
acknowledging viewpoints, and following up. 

• Search string: “handling questions feedback research presentation OER table” 

Pilot questions 4.4 
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1. What are some features of effective presentation design? 
2. Why should slides be kept uncluttered? 
3. What does clear oral delivery involve? 
4. How should you respond if you do not know the answer to a question? 
5. Why is feedback important in research presentations? 

4.5 Finalising And Submitting The Research Project 

4.5.1 Proof-reading and editing for accuracy 
Proof-reading is the careful checking of your essay for spelling, grammar, and typographical 

errors, while editing involves improving clarity, coherence, and style. Both are essential to 

ensure that your work is polished and professional. Proof-reading should be done slowly and 

systematically, while editing may require rephrasing sentences, reorganising paragraphs, or 

tightening arguments. 

Fill in the blank: Proof-reading checks for errors, while editing improves clarity, coherence, and 

______. 

• Short description: Image showing a student reviewing a printed essay with notes and 
corrections. 

• Caption: Plate 4.5 Proof-reading and editing for accuracy 

• Search string: “proof-reading editing academic essay OER image” 

4.5.2 Formatting according to institutional guidelines 
Formatting refers to presenting your essay in line with the rules set by your department or 

institution. This includes aspects such as font type, spacing, margins, page numbering, and 

referencing style. Proper formatting ensures uniformity and makes your work easier to read and 

assess. Always consult your institution’s guidelines and apply them consistently throughout the 

essay. 

Fill in the blank: Formatting ensures uniformity and makes your work easier to ______ and 

assess. 

Feature APA (7th Ed.) MLA (9th Ed.) 
Chicago (Notes & 

Bibliography) 

Primary Use 
Social Sciences, 

Education, Sciences 

Humanities, Literature, 

Art 

History, Business, Fine 

Arts 

Font 

Standard (e.g., 12pt 

Times New Roman, 11pt 

Calibri) 

12pt Times New Roman 

(or similar readable 

font) 

12pt Times New Roman 
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Feature APA (7th Ed.) MLA (9th Ed.) 
Chicago (Notes & 

Bibliography) 

Margins 1 inch on all sides 1 inch on all sides 1 to 1.5 inches 

Line Spacing 
Double-spaced 

throughout 

Double-spaced 

throughout 

Double-spaced (Single-

spaced for footnotes) 

Title Page 
Required (Professional & 

Student versions) 

Not required (Info goes 

on first page) 

Required (Title, name, 

class, date) 

In-Text 

Citation 
Author-date: (Smith, 
2023) 

Author-page: (Smith 
42) 

Superscript numbers: 
...text.¹ 

Bibliography 

Title 
References Works Cited Bibliography 

 

 

• Caption: Box 4.5 Common formatting requirements in academic essays 

• Short description: A boxed table showing requirements such as font type, spacing, margins, page 
numbering, and referencing style. 

• Search string: “academic essay formatting requirements OER table” 

4.5.3 Submitting and archiving the long essay 
Submission is the formal process of handing in your completed essay for assessment, while 

archiving refers to storing it for future reference. Submission may involve electronic upload or 

printed copies, depending on institutional requirements. Archiving ensures that your work is 

preserved and can be accessed later by you or others. This step marks the completion of your 

research journey and demonstrates your ability to produce a scholarly contribution. 

Fill in the blank: Archiving ensures that your work is preserved and can be ______ later. 

• Short description: Diagram showing the process of submission and archiving (final draft → 
submission → storage). 

• Caption: Figure 4.5 Submitting and archiving the long essay 

• Search string: “submission archiving academic essay OER diagram” 

Pilot questions 4.5 

1. What is the difference between proof-reading and editing? 
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2. Why is formatting important in academic writing? 
3. Name two common formatting requirements in essays. 
4. What does submission involve in a research project? 
5. Why is archiving important after submission? 

Series Summary 
This Series has focused on writing and presenting historical research outcomes, guiding you 

through the final stage of your long essay journey. Its purpose has been to help you transform 

your research into a polished scholarly work and communicate it effectively to an audience. We 

began by structuring the long essay, organising chapters and sections, and developing 

introductions and conclusions. Then we examined academic writing style and conventions, 

including citation practices and originality. Following that, we explored how to present 

arguments and evidence effectively, integrating sources and balancing description with analysis. 

We continued with preparing for oral and visual presentations, designing slides and 

communicating findings clearly. Finally, we concluded with proof-reading, formatting, and 

submitting the essay for assessment and archiving. 

By completing this Series, you should now be able to structure a long essay, apply academic 

writing conventions, integrate and analyse evidence, design and deliver oral presentations, and 

finalise your work for submission. In achieving these skills, you have met the Series Learning 

Outcomes (SLOs 4.1 to 4.15), equipping you with the confidence to present historical research 

outcomes in both written and oral formats to professional standards. 

Glossary of Terms 
• Academic writing style: A formal and precise way of expressing ideas in scholarly 

work, focusing on clarity, accuracy, and professionalism. 

• Archiving: The process of storing a completed essay or research project for future 

reference and preservation. 

• Citation: A brief acknowledgement within the text that indicates the source of 

information or ideas. 

• Claim: A statement or argument made in an essay that requires supporting evidence. 

• Coherence: The quality of an essay in which all parts fit together to form a unified 

whole. 

• Conclusion: The closing part of an essay that summarises findings, reflects on their 

significance, and suggests future directions. 

• Description: Writing that recounts what happened, often focusing on factual details. 

• Editing: The process of improving clarity, coherence, and style in a written essay. 

• Formatting: Presenting an essay according to institutional rules, including font, spacing, 

margins, and referencing style. 

• Introduction: The opening part of an essay that sets the context, states the research 

question, and outlines the structure. 
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• Logical flow: The smooth progression of ideas from one section to another in an essay. 

• Oral delivery: The way research findings are presented verbally to an audience, focusing 

on clarity and engagement. 

• Plagiarism: Presenting someone else’s work or ideas as your own without proper 

acknowledgement. 

• Primary sources: Original materials from the period under study, such as letters, diaries, 

or official records. 

• Proof-reading: The careful checking of an essay for spelling, grammar, and 

typographical errors. 

• Referencing: A detailed listing of all sources used in an essay, usually placed at the end. 

• Secondary sources: Later interpretations or analyses of historical events produced by 

historians. 

• Section: A subdivision within a chapter that focuses on a particular theme or argument. 

• Submission: The formal process of handing in a completed essay for assessment. 

• Visual aids: Tools such as slides, posters, or handouts used to support oral presentations. 

Concept Check Questions 
Objective questions 

1. Which of the following best describes coherence in essay writing? (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

a) Smooth progression of ideas 

b) Unified whole where all parts fit together 

c) Correct formatting of references 

d) Proof-reading for grammar 

2. What is plagiarism in academic writing? (Linked to SLO 4.6) 

a) Using too many quotations 

b) Presenting someone else’s work as your own without acknowledgement 

c) Forgetting to proof-read 

d) Writing in informal language 

3. Which of the following is a primary source? (Linked to SLO 4.7) 

a) A historian’s book analysing colonial taxation 

b) A government record from the colonial period 

c) A journal article published last year 

d) A modern textbook on African history 

Short-answer questions 

4. Define academic writing style. (Linked to SLO 4.4) 
5. Explain the difference between citation and referencing. (Linked to SLO 4.5) 
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6. What is the purpose of an introduction in a long essay? (Linked to SLO 4.2) 
7. State one benefit of proof-reading before submission. (Linked to SLO 4.13) 

Long-answer questions 

8. Analyse why balancing description with analysis is important in historical writing. (Linked to SLO 
4.8) 
9. Evaluate the role of oral delivery in communicating research findings effectively. (Linked to SLO 
4.11) 
10. Discuss how formatting and archiving contribute to the professional presentation of a long 
essay. (Linked to SLOs 4.14 and 4.15) 

Answers to Concept Check Questions  
Objective questions 

1. b) Unified whole where all parts fit together 
2. b) Presenting someone else’s work as your own without acknowledgement 
3. b) A government record from the colonial period 

Short-answer questions 

4. Academic writing style is a formal and precise way of expressing ideas, focusing on clarity, 
accuracy, and professionalism. 
5. Citation is acknowledgement within the text, while referencing is the detailed listing of sources 
at the end. 
6. An introduction sets the context, states the research question, and outlines the structure of the 
essay. 
7. Proof-reading helps identify and correct errors, ensuring accuracy and professionalism in the 
final work. 

Long-answer questions 

8. Basic response: Balancing description with analysis ensures that evidence is not only 

presented but also interpreted, making the essay more meaningful. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that this balance demonstrates critical 

thinking, situates evidence within broader debates, and prevents the essay from becoming either 

too descriptive or too speculative. 

9. Basic response: Oral delivery allows research findings to be communicated clearly and 

directly to an audience. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may note that effective oral delivery also builds 

confidence, engages listeners, and demonstrates mastery of the subject beyond written work. 

10. Basic response: Formatting ensures consistency and readability, while archiving 

preserves the essay for future reference. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that proper formatting reflects adherence 

to academic standards, while archiving contributes to scholarly record-keeping and allows future 

researchers to access the work. 
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Answers to Pilot Questions  
Part 4.1 

1. A chapter is a major division of an essay, while a section is a smaller subdivision within it. 
2. An introduction should include context, the research question, and an outline of the essay. 
3. A conclusion summarises findings, reflects on their significance, and suggests future directions. 
4. Logical flow is the smooth progression of ideas, while coherence ensures the essay forms a 

unified whole. 
5. Transitions are important because they connect ideas and maintain coherence across sections. 

Part 4.2 

1. Key features of academic writing style include clarity, accuracy, and professionalism. 
2. Citation acknowledges sources within the text, while referencing provides a detailed list at the 

end. 
3. APA, MLA, and Chicago are common citation styles in historical research. 
4. Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work or ideas as your own without acknowledgement. 
5. Originality can be maintained by paraphrasing carefully, citing properly, and presenting 

independent arguments. 

Part 4.3 

1. Primary sources are original materials, while secondary sources are later interpretations or 
analyses. 

2. Balancing description with analysis ensures evidence is presented and interpreted meaningfully. 
3. Description example: outlining a policy; Analysis example: explaining its social impact. 
4. A claim is a statement or argument made in an essay. 
5. Claims must be supported with credible evidence to be persuasive and valid. 

Part 4.4 

1. Features of effective presentation design include clarity, simplicity, and use of visuals. 
2. Slides should be kept uncluttered to ensure readability and focus on key points. 
3. Clear oral delivery involves speaking at a steady pace and emphasising key points. 
4. If you do not know the answer to a question, respond honestly and suggest follow-up later. 
5. Feedback is important because it helps improve the quality of research and presentation. 

Part 4.5 

1. Proof-reading checks for errors, while editing improves clarity, coherence, and style. 
2. Formatting is important because it ensures uniformity and readability. 
3. Common formatting requirements include font type, spacing, margins, page numbering, and 

referencing style. 
4. Submission involves handing in the completed essay, either electronically or in print, for 

assessment. 
5. Archiving is important because it preserves the essay for future reference and scholarly use. 
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References and Attributions  
Figures 

• Figure 4.1 Organising chapters and sections: AI-generated using the prompt “Create a diagram 
showing the structure of a long essay: introduction, chapters, conclusion.” Suggested OER 
search string: “structure of long essay chapters sections OER diagram”. 

• Figure 4.2 Features of academic writing style: AI-generated using the prompt “Create a diagram 
showing features of academic writing style: clarity, accuracy, professionalism.” Suggested OER 
search string: “academic writing style clarity accuracy professionalism OER diagram”. 

• Figure 4.3 Integrating primary and secondary sources: AI-generated using the prompt “Create a 
diagram showing integration of primary and secondary sources in historical writing.” Suggested 
OER search string: “integrating primary and secondary sources historical essay OER diagram”. 

• Figure 4.4 Designing effective presentations: AI-generated using the prompt “Create a diagram 
showing elements of effective presentation design: clarity, simplicity, visuals.” Suggested OER 
search string: “effective presentation design slides posters handouts OER diagram”. 

• Figure 4.5 Submitting and archiving the long essay: AI-generated using the prompt “Create a 
diagram showing the process of submission and archiving: final draft, submission, storage.” 
Suggested OER search string: “submission archiving academic essay OER diagram”. 

Plates 

• Plate 4.1 Ensuring logical flow and coherence: AI-generated using the prompt “Create an image 
showing a student reviewing an essay draft to check transitions and coherence.” Suggested OER 
search string: “logical flow coherence essay writing OER image”. 

• Plate 4.2 Avoiding plagiarism and maintaining originality: AI-generated using the prompt 
“Create an image showing a student citing sources correctly to avoid plagiarism.” Suggested OER 
search string: “avoiding plagiarism academic writing OER image”. 

• Plate 4.3 Supporting claims with credible evidence: AI-generated using the prompt “Create an 
image showing a student linking claims to evidence in a draft essay.” Suggested OER search 
string: “supporting claims credible evidence historical essay OER image”. 

• Plate 4.4 Communicating findings clearly in oral delivery: AI-generated using the prompt “Create 
an image showing a student presenting research findings confidently to an audience.” Suggested 
OER search string: “oral presentation research findings student audience OER image”. 

• Plate 4.5 Proof-reading and editing for accuracy: AI-generated using the prompt “Create an 
image showing a student reviewing a printed essay with notes and corrections.” Suggested OER 
search string: “proof-reading editing academic essay OER image”. 

Boxes 

• Box 4.1 Key features of introductions and conclusions: AI-generated using the prompt “Generate 
a table showing key features of introductions and conclusions in historical essays.” Suggested 
OER search string: “features of introduction and conclusion historical essay OER table”. 

• Box 4.2 Examples of citation and referencing styles: AI-generated using the prompt “Generate a 
table showing examples of APA, MLA, and Chicago citation formats.” Suggested OER search 
string: “examples citation referencing styles APA MLA Chicago OER table”. 

• Box 4.3 Balancing description and analysis: AI-generated using the prompt “Generate a table 
showing examples of description and analysis in historical writing.” Suggested OER search string: 
“balancing description and analysis historical essay OER table”. 
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• Box 4.4 Tips for handling questions and feedback: AI-generated using the prompt “Generate a 
table showing tips for handling questions and feedback in research presentations.” Suggested 
OER search string: “handling questions feedback research presentation OER table”. 

• Box 4.5 Common formatting requirements in academic essays: AI-generated using the prompt 
“Generate a table showing common formatting requirements in academic essays.” Suggested 
OER search string: “academic essay formatting requirements OER table”. 

General References 

• Course content and learning outcomes were based on HIS 407: Long Essay Learning Outcomes 
(Departmental course document). 

• Definitions and explanations of key terms were developed for instructional clarity and learner 
independence, aligned with the Series Learning Outcomes. 

 

 

Course Title: Long Essay Learning Outcomes                                                       

Course Code: HIS 407 

Course Units: 6 Units 

•  Series 1: Identifying Historical Research Topics 

•  Series 2: Applying Historical Research Skills and Methods 

•  Series 3: Designing and Executing Original Research Projects 

•  Series 4: Writing and Presenting Historical Research Outcomes 

•  Series 5: Defending Research Findings Before Academic Panels 

Suggested Outline for Series 5: Defending Research 

Findings Before Academic Panels 

• Part 1 Preparing for the defence 

• Understanding the purpose of a defence 

• Anticipating panel expectations 

• Reviewing your research thoroughly 

• Part 5.2 Structuring your defence presentation 

• Highlighting key arguments and findings 

• Using visual aids effectively 

• Managing time during the presentation 

• Part 3 Responding to questions and critiques 

• Listening carefully and interpreting questions 

• Giving clear and concise answers 

• Handling critical feedback professionally 

• Part 4 Demonstrating confidence and professionalism 

• Building confidence through practice 

• Maintaining composure under pressure 

• Displaying professionalism in language and behaviour 
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• Part 5 Reflecting on the defence experience 

• Identifying strengths and weaknesses 

• Learning from feedback for future research 

• Documenting the defence process 

Introduction 
In the last Series, we explored how to write and present historical research outcomes, focusing 

on structuring essays, applying academic conventions, and delivering findings effectively. The 

next step in your journey is defending your research before an academic panel. This stage is 

crucial because it tests not only the quality of your work but also your ability to communicate, 

justify, and respond to critiques in a professional setting. A successful defence demonstrates 

mastery of your subject and readiness to contribute to scholarly discourse. 

The aim of this Series is to prepare you to defend your research findings confidently before 

academic panels, equipping you with strategies to present arguments clearly, respond to 

questions effectively, and reflect on the experience for future growth. 

We shall commence this Series by preparing for the defence, understanding its purpose, 

anticipating panel expectations, and reviewing your research thoroughly. Next, we will focus on 

structuring your defence presentation, highlighting key arguments, using visual aids, and 

managing time. Following that, we will move on to responding to questions and critiques, 

listening carefully, giving concise answers, and handling feedback professionally. Afterwards, 

we will consider how to demonstrate confidence and professionalism, including maintaining 

composure under pressure. Finally, we will wrap up by reflecting on the defence experience, 

identifying strengths and weaknesses, and documenting lessons learned for future research. This 

progression will ensure you are well-prepared to defend your historical research outcomes with 

clarity and confidence. 

Series Learning Outcomes 
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 5.1 explain the purpose of a research defence before academic panels, 

• SLO 5.2 analyse panel expectations and prepare your research thoroughly for defence, 

• SLO 5.3 design a structured defence presentation that highlights key arguments and 

findings, 

• SLO 5.4 demonstrate effective use of visual aids in a defence presentation, 

• SLO 5.5 manage presentation time efficiently during a defence, 

• SLO 5.6 interpret questions from panel members accurately, 

• SLO 5.7 provide clear and concise answers to panel questions, 

• SLO 5.8 respond to critical feedback professionally and constructively, 

• SLO 5.9 build confidence through practice and preparation for the defence, 

• SLO 5.10 maintain composure under pressure during panel interactions, 

• SLO 5.11 display professionalism in language and behaviour throughout the defence, 

• SLO 5.12 evaluate strengths and weaknesses of your defence performance, 

• SLO 5.13 apply feedback from the defence to improve future research, and 

• SLO 5.14 document the defence process for reflection and academic record. 

5.1 Preparing For The Defence 
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5.1.1 Understanding the purpose of a defence 
A research defence is a formal academic exercise where you present and justify your findings 

before a panel of experts. Its purpose is to assess the quality of your work, your ability to explain 

your arguments, and your readiness to contribute to scholarly discussions. The defence is not 

meant to intimidate but to provide an opportunity to demonstrate mastery of your subject and 

defend your conclusions with evidence. 

Fill in the blank: A research defence is a formal exercise where you present and ______ your 

findings before experts. 

 

• Short description: Diagram showing the purpose of a research defence (assessment, 

justification, contribution). 

• Caption: Figure 5.1 Purpose of a research defence 

• Search string: “purpose of research defence academic panel OER diagram” 

5.1.2 Anticipating panel expectations 
Panel expectations refer to the standards and criteria that examiners use to evaluate your 

defence. These typically include clarity of presentation, depth of analysis, originality of research, 

and ability to respond to questions. Anticipating these expectations helps you prepare 

strategically. For example, panels often expect you to demonstrate familiarity with existing 

scholarship and to explain how your work adds value. 

Fill in the blank: Panel expectations usually include clarity, depth, originality, and ability to 

respond to ______. 
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Component Panel Expectation 
Common "Red Flags" for 

Panels 

Problem 

Statement 

The panel expects a clear, concise 

articulation of the "gap" in existing 

knowledge that your research fills. 

A problem that is too broad, 

purely anecdotal, or already 

solved by existing literature. 

Methodology 

You must demonstrate that your chosen 

methods are the most appropriate for your 

research questions and that you applied 

them with rigor. 

Inability to justify why a specific 

method was chosen over another; 

lack of detail on data limitations. 

Command of 

Literature 

Expectation that you know the seminal 

works in your field as well as the most 

recent developments (past 3–5 years). 

Relying on outdated sources or 

failing to mention key scholars in 

your specific niche. 

Contribution 

The panel looks for a clear "So What?"—

how does this work move the needle in 

the academic or professional field? 

Research that is purely 

descriptive without offering new 

insights, patterns, or frameworks. 

Defense of 

Data 

Expectation that you can explain outliers 

or unexpected results without becoming 

defensive or dismissive. 

Blaming software errors for data 

inconsistencies or failing to 

account for variables. 

Poise & Ethics 

You are expected to handle criticism 

professionally and demonstrate that your 

research adhered to all ethical guidelines. 

Getting argumentative with 

panelists or being unable to 

explain your IRB/Ethics approval 

process. 

 

 

• Caption: Box 5.1 Common panel expectations in research defences 

• Short description: A boxed table listing clarity, depth of analysis, originality, and 

responsiveness to questions. 

• Search string: “panel expectations academic research defence OER table” 

5.1.3 Reviewing your research thoroughly 
Reviewing your research means revisiting your essay or project to ensure you can explain every 

part confidently. This includes checking your arguments, evidence, citations, and conclusions. 
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Thorough review allows you to anticipate possible questions and prepare clear responses. It also 

helps you identify any weaknesses and think about how to address them during the defence. 

Fill in the blank: Reviewing your research allows you to anticipate possible ______ and prepare 

clear responses. 

 

• Short description: Image showing a student revising notes and highlighting key points 

before a defence. 

• Caption: Plate 5.1 Reviewing research thoroughly before defence 

• Search string: “student reviewing research notes academic defence OER image” 

Pilot questions 5.1 

1. What is the purpose of a research defence? 

2. Name two common expectations of academic panels. 

3. Why is it important to anticipate panel expectations? 

4. What does reviewing your research involve? 

5. How does thorough review help in preparing for a defence? 

5.2 Structuring Your Defence Presentation 

5.2.1 Highlighting key arguments and findings 
A defence presentation is your opportunity to showcase the most important aspects of your 

research. Highlighting key arguments means focusing on the central claims your essay makes, 

while highlighting findings involves presenting the evidence that supports those claims. Avoid 
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overwhelming the panel with too much detail; instead, select the strongest points that 

demonstrate originality and depth. 

Fill in the blank: Highlighting key arguments means focusing on central claims, while findings 

present the ______ that supports them. 

 

• Short description: Diagram showing the relationship between key arguments and findings 

in a defence presentation. 

• Caption: Figure 5.2 Highlighting key arguments and findings 

• Search string: “key arguments findings defence presentation OER diagram” 

5.2.2 Using visual aids effectively 
Visual aids are tools such as slides, charts, or posters that help communicate your ideas more 

clearly. Effective use of visual aids means keeping them simple, uncluttered, and directly 

relevant to your arguments. They should support your spoken words rather than distract from 

them. For example, a chart can summarise data more effectively than a long verbal explanation. 

Fill in the blank: Effective visual aids should be simple, uncluttered, and directly ______ to your 

arguments. 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

 

• Short description: Image showing a student presenting with clear, well-designed slides. 

• Caption: Plate 5.2 Using visual aids effectively 

• Search string: “effective use of visual aids academic defence OER image” 

5.2.3 Managing time during the presentation 
Time management in a defence presentation means allocating the right amount of time to each 

section of your talk. Panels often set strict time limits, so it is important to practise beforehand 

and ensure you can cover your arguments, findings, and conclusions within the allotted time. 

Good time management shows professionalism and respect for the panel’s schedule. 

Fill in the blank: Good time management shows professionalism and respect for the panel’s 

______. 

Stage Focus Area Management Tip 

Preparation 
The "Rule of 

Thirds" 

Allocate roughly 20% of your time to the 

Introduction/Literature, 30% to Methodology, and 50% to 

Results/Discussion. Most candidates spend too much time on 

what is already known rather than their own work. 

Preparation 
Slide-to-

Minute Ratio 

Aim for approximately one slide per minute. A 20-minute 

presentation should typically have 18–22 slides. Too many 

slides lead to rushing; too few lead to over-explaining. 
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Stage Focus Area Management Tip 

During 

Delivery 

The 

Milestone 

Check 

Identify a "midway" slide (e.g., the start of your Methodology). 

If you reach it and have used more than half your time, you 

know you must condense your speaking points for the next 

section. 

During 

Delivery 

The Script 

vs. Cues 

Avoid reading a script, which can lead to a monotone pace. Use 

bulleted cues to stay flexible. If you are running behind, you can 

more easily skip a bullet point than a full paragraph of text. 

Equipment 
The Visual 

Timer 

Place a physical clock or a tablet with a large-font timer where 

you can see it without turning your head. Avoid checking your 

watch or phone, as it can look dismissive to the panel. 

Technical Transitions 

Use "signposting" language (e.g., "Moving now to the 

results...") to keep yourself and the audience moving at a steady 

clip. This prevents getting bogged down in minor details. 

 

 

• Caption: Box 5.2 Tips for managing time in a defence presentation 

• Short description: A boxed table listing tips such as practising beforehand, allocating 

time per section, and avoiding digressions. 

• Search string: “time management defence presentation academic OER table” 

Pilot questions 5.2 

1. What is the purpose of highlighting key arguments and findings in a defence 

presentation? 

2. Why should visual aids be kept simple and uncluttered? 

3. Give one example of a useful visual aid in a defence presentation. 

4. What does time management involve in a defence presentation? 

5. Why is practising beforehand important for managing time? 

5.3 Responding To Questions And Critiques 

5.3.1 Listening carefully and interpreting questions 
Active listening is the skill of paying close attention to what panel members are asking, without 

interrupting or rushing to answer. It involves focusing on the wording of the question, the tone, 

and the context. Interpreting questions correctly ensures that your response addresses the panel’s 
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concern rather than drifting into unrelated points. If a question seems unclear, it is acceptable to 

politely ask for clarification before answering. 

Fill in the blank: Active listening means paying close attention to the wording, tone, and ______ 

of a question. 

 

• Short description: Image showing a student attentively listening to a panel member 

during a defence. 

• Caption: Plate 5.3 Listening carefully and interpreting questions 

• Search string: “student listening academic defence panel OER image” 

5.3.2 Giving clear and concise answers 
A concise answer is one that directly addresses the question without unnecessary detail. Clear 

answers demonstrate that you understand your research and can explain it effectively. Avoid 

long digressions or repeating information already presented in your essay. Instead, focus on the 

specific point raised and provide evidence or reasoning to support your response. 

Fill in the blank: A concise answer directly addresses the question without unnecessary ______. 

Strategy Technique Why it Works 

The "Direct 

Entry" 

Start your response with a "Yes," "No," 

or a direct statement of your finding 

before expanding. 

It prevents the panel from having to 

"hunt" for your answer through a 

long preamble. 
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Strategy Technique Why it Works 

Concept 

Chunking 

Break complex explanations into 

numbered points (e.g., "There are three 

reasons why..."). 

Numbers act as mental anchors for 

the panel and help you stay on track 

without rambling. 

The "So 

What?" 

Filter 

Before answering, mentally ask: "Does 

this detail directly support my 

conclusion?" If not, omit it. 

It keeps your response focused on 

the research objectives rather than 

tangential trivia. 

Avoid 

Hedging 

Use confident language. Replace "I think 

maybe..." or "It could be..." with "The 

data indicates..." or "Based on the 

analysis..." 

Hedging creates a sense of 

uncertainty; definitive language 

projects mastery of your work. 

Controlled 

Pacing 

Speak at a slightly slower pace than usual 

and utilize intentional silences. 

Slowing down gives you time to 

choose precise words, reducing the 

use of filler words like "um" or 

"like." 

The 

"Landing" 

Once you have answered the question, 

stop talking. Do not feel the need to fill 

the silence. 

Stopping shows confidence. If the 

panel needs more detail, they will 

ask a follow-up question. 

 

 

• Caption: Box 5.3 Tips for giving clear and concise answers 

• Short description: A boxed table listing tips such as focusing on the question, avoiding 

digressions, and supporting with evidence. 

• Search string: “clear concise answers academic defence OER table” 

5.3.3 Handling critical feedback professionally 
Critical feedback is an evaluation that points out weaknesses or areas for improvement in your 

work. Handling it professionally means listening respectfully, acknowledging valid points, and 

responding without defensiveness. You may explain your reasoning or clarify 

misunderstandings, but avoid arguing aggressively. Panels value candidates who demonstrate 

openness to constructive criticism, as this shows maturity and readiness to grow as a researcher. 

Fill in the blank: Handling critical feedback professionally means listening respectfully and 

responding without ______. 
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• Short description: Diagram showing steps for handling critical feedback (listen, 

acknowledge, clarify, respond). 

• Caption: Figure 5.3 Handling critical feedback professionally 

• Search string: “handling critical feedback academic defence OER diagram” 

Pilot questions 5.3 

1. What does active listening involve during a defence? 

2. Why is it important to interpret questions correctly? 

3. What makes an answer clear and concise? 

4. How should you respond if a question seems unclear? 

5. What does handling critical feedback professionally demonstrate to the panel? 

5.4 Demonstrating Confidence And Professionalism 

5.4.1 Building confidence through practice 
Confidence in a defence presentation comes from preparation and repeated practice. Rehearsing 

your presentation helps you become familiar with your arguments, anticipate possible questions, 

and refine your delivery. Practising in front of peers or mentors can also provide constructive 

feedback that boosts your confidence. The more you practise, the more natural and assured your 

presentation will feel. 

Fill in the blank: Confidence in a defence presentation comes from preparation and repeated 

______. 
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• Short description: Image showing a student practising a presentation in front of peers. 

• Caption: Plate 5.4 Building confidence through practice 

• Search string: “student practising presentation academic defence OER image” 

5.4.2 Maintaining composure under pressure 
Composure refers to staying calm and collected even when faced with challenging questions or 

unexpected situations. Maintaining composure shows maturity and professionalism. Techniques 

such as deep breathing, pausing before answering, and keeping a steady tone can help you 

manage stress. Remember that panels are not trying to unsettle you; they are testing your ability 

to think critically under pressure. 

Fill in the blank: Maintaining composure shows maturity and ______ during a defence. 
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• Short description: Diagram showing techniques for maintaining composure (deep 

breathing, pausing, steady tone). 

• Caption: Figure 5.4 Techniques for maintaining composure 

• Search string: “maintaining composure academic defence OER diagram” 

5.4.3 Displaying professionalism in language and behaviour 
Professionalism in a defence presentation means using respectful language, appropriate tone, 

and courteous behaviour. Avoid slang or casual expressions, and address panel members 

formally. Professional behaviour also includes punctuality, proper dress, and attentive listening. 

These elements create a positive impression and reinforce the seriousness of your work. 

Fill in the blank: Professionalism in a defence presentation includes respectful language, 

appropriate tone, and courteous ______. 

Element Professional Standard Impact on Panel Perception 

Technical 

Readiness 

Arriving early to test audio/visuals and 

having "plan B" backups (e.g., a USB 

drive and cloud storage). 

Demonstrates foresight and 

minimizes disruptions that can 

frustrate evaluators. 

Visual 

Presentation 

Slides that are clean, legible, and free of 

typos, using high-quality graphics 

rather than cluttered text. 

Reflects attention to detail and 

respect for the audience’s cognitive 

load. 
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Element Professional Standard Impact on Panel Perception 

Verbal Delivery 

Using discipline-specific terminology 

accurately while avoiding slang or 

excessive filler words. 

Establishes your authority and 

"fluency" in the specialized 

language of your field. 

Handling 

Critique 

Listening fully to feedback without 

interrupting and responding with 

curiosity rather than defensiveness. 

Shows emotional intelligence and 

an openness to the scholarly 

process of improvement. 

Ethical 

Transparency 

Clearly citing all sources and being 

honest about data limitations or 

unexpected setbacks. 

Builds trust in your integrity as a 

researcher and the validity of your 

findings. 

Time 

Awareness 

Respecting the allotted time for both the 

presentation and the Q&A session. 

Shows respect for the panel's 

schedule and your ability to 

prioritize essential information. 

 

 

• Caption: Box 5.4 Elements of professionalism in defence presentations 

• Short description: A boxed table listing respectful language, formal tone, punctuality, 

proper dress, and attentive listening. 

• Search string: “professionalism academic defence presentation OER table” 

Pilot questions 5.4 

1. How does practice build confidence for a defence presentation? 

2. What techniques can help maintain composure under pressure? 

3. Why is professionalism important in a defence presentation? 

4. Give two examples of professional behaviour during a defence. 

5. What impression does professionalism create for the panel? 

5.5 Reflecting On The Defence Experience 

5.5.1 Identifying strengths and weaknesses 
Reflection after a defence involves recognising what went well and what could be improved. 

Identifying strengths means acknowledging areas where you performed confidently, such as 

clear presentation or effective responses to questions. Identifying weaknesses means noting 

aspects that need improvement, such as time management or handling unexpected critiques. 
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Honest reflection helps you grow as a researcher and prepares you for future academic 

challenges. 

Fill in the blank: Identifying strengths means acknowledging confident performance, while 

weaknesses are aspects that need ______. 

Evaluation 

Area 
Strength (Excellence) Weakness (Improvement Needed) 

Synthesis of 

Ideas 

Connection: Linking every finding back 

to the original research question or "gap" 

identified in the introduction. 

Siloing: Treating the literature, 

methods, and results as separate 

chapters with no cohesive narrative. 

Visual 

Evidence 

Clarity: Using custom diagrams or 

simplified charts that highlight only the 

most relevant data points. 

Clutter: Copy-pasting complex 

tables directly from the manuscript 

that are unreadable on a screen. 

Technical 

Command 

Methodological Ownership: Explaining 

why a specific protocol was chosen and 

how potential errors were controlled. 

Procedural Rote: Describing what 

was done without being able to 

explain the "why" or the underlying 

theory. 

Response 

Style 

Active Engagement: Treating questions 

as an opportunity to demonstrate depth; 

admitting when a point is beyond the 

study's scope. 

Defensiveness: Seeing questions as 

"attacks" and responding with rigid 

justification or becoming visibly 

flustered. 

Pacing & 

Timing 

Intentionality: Speaking at a steady rate 

and finishing within 1-2 minutes of the 

allotted time. 

Rushing: Talking too fast to "fit 

everything in," often resulting in the 

panel missing key conclusions. 

Conclusion 

Impact: Ending with a strong statement 

on how the work changes the current 

understanding of the field. 

Dissipation: Finishing on a minor 

technical detail or a weak "that's all I 

have" statement. 

 

 

• Caption: Box 5.5 Examples of strengths and weaknesses in defence presentations 

• Short description: A boxed table listing examples such as clear presentation, confident 

responses (strengths) and poor time management, weak handling of critiques 

(weaknesses). 

• Search string: “strengths weaknesses academic defence reflection OER table” 
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5.5.2 Learning from feedback for future research 
Feedback from panel members is a valuable resource for improving your research skills. 

Learning from feedback means considering the suggestions seriously, even if they highlight 

shortcomings. Constructive feedback can guide you in refining your arguments, strengthening 

your methodology, or exploring new perspectives. Treat feedback as an opportunity for growth 

rather than criticism. 

Fill in the blank: Constructive feedback should be treated as an opportunity for ______ rather 

than criticism. 

 

• Short description: Image showing a student reviewing feedback notes after a defence. 

• Caption: Plate 5.5 Learning from feedback for future research 

• Search string: “student reviewing feedback academic defence OER image” 

5.5.3 Documenting the defence process 
Documenting the defence means keeping a record of the questions asked, the feedback 

received, and your own reflections. This documentation serves as a reference for future research 

projects and helps track your academic progress. It can also be useful when preparing for similar 

defences or when writing reflective reports. Documentation ensures that lessons learned are not 

forgotten but applied in future work. 

Fill in the blank: Documenting the defence ensures that lessons learned are not forgotten but 

______ in future work. 
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• Short description: Diagram showing steps in documenting the defence process (record 

questions, note feedback, reflect, apply). 

• Caption: Figure 5.5 Documenting the defence process 

• Search string: “documenting defence process academic reflection OER diagram” 

Pilot questions 5.5 

1. Why is it important to identify strengths and weaknesses after a defence? 

2. How can feedback from panel members improve future research? 

3. What does documenting the defence process involve? 

4. Why should feedback be treated as an opportunity for growth? 

5. How does reflection contribute to academic progress? 

Series Summary 
This Series has focused on preparing you to defend your research findings before academic 

panels, a crucial stage in demonstrating both the quality of your work and your ability to 

communicate it effectively. We began by examining how to prepare for the defence, including 

understanding its purpose, anticipating panel expectations, and reviewing your research 

thoroughly. Then we moved on to structuring your defence presentation, highlighting key 

arguments and findings, using visual aids effectively, and managing time. Following that, we 

explored how to respond to questions and critiques, emphasising active listening, concise 

answers, and professional handling of feedback. We continued with demonstrating confidence 

and professionalism, covering practice, composure under pressure, and appropriate language and 

behaviour. Finally, we concluded with reflecting on the defence experience, identifying strengths 

and weaknesses, learning from feedback, and documenting the process for future growth. 
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By completing this Series, you should now be able to explain the purpose of a defence, design 

and deliver a structured presentation, respond to questions and critiques with clarity, and 

demonstrate confidence and professionalism throughout the process. You should also be able to 

evaluate your performance, apply feedback, and document the defence experience. In achieving 

these skills, you have met the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs 5.1 to 5.14), equipping you with 

the competence to defend historical research findings before academic panels with confidence 

and scholarly maturity. 

Glossary of Terms 
• Active listening: Paying close attention to questions asked by panel members, focusing 

on wording, tone, and context. 

• Composure: The ability to remain calm and collected under pressure, especially when 

faced with challenging questions. 

• Confidence: Assurance in presenting and defending research, built through preparation 

and repeated practice. 

• Concise answer: A response that directly addresses the question without unnecessary 

detail or digression. 

• Critical feedback: Evaluation from panel members that highlights weaknesses or areas 

for improvement in your work. 

• Defence presentation: A structured oral presentation of research findings before an 

academic panel. 

• Feedback: Suggestions or comments from panel members intended to guide 

improvement and growth in research. 

• Panel expectations: Standards and criteria used by examiners to assess the quality and 

delivery of a defence. 

• Professionalism: Respectful language, appropriate behaviour, and courteous conduct 

during a defence presentation. 

• Reflection: The process of reviewing strengths, weaknesses, and lessons learned after a 

defence. 

• Research defence: A formal academic exercise where you present and justify your 

findings before experts. 

• Time management: Allocating appropriate time to each part of a defence presentation to 

stay within limits. 

• Visual aids: Tools such as slides, charts, or posters used to support and clarify oral 

presentations. 

Concept Check Questions  
Objective questions 

1. Which of the following best describes the purpose of a research defence? (Linked to SLO 

5.1) 

a) To intimidate students 

b) To assess the quality of research and justify findings 

c) To replace written essays 

d) To avoid panel questions 

2. What is the main role of visual aids in a defence presentation? (Linked to SLO 5.4) 

a) To distract the panel 

b) To replace oral delivery 
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c) To support and clarify arguments 

d) To lengthen the presentation 

3. Which of the following demonstrates professionalism during a defence? (Linked to SLO 

5.11) 

a) Using slang expressions 

b) Arriving late 

c) Addressing panel members formally 

d) Ignoring feedback 

Short-answer questions 

4. Define active listening in the context of a defence. (Linked to SLO 5.6) 

5. Explain why time management is important in a defence presentation. (Linked to SLO 

5.5) 

6. What does handling critical feedback professionally involve? (Linked to SLO 5.8) 

7. State one benefit of documenting the defence process. (Linked to SLO 5.14) 

Long-answer questions 

8. Analyse how practising beforehand builds confidence for a defence presentation. (Linked 

to SLO 5.9) 

9. Evaluate the importance of reflecting on strengths and weaknesses after a defence. 

(Linked to SLO 5.12) 

10. Discuss how feedback from panel members can be applied to improve future research. 

(Linked to SLO 5.13) 

Answers to Concept Check Questions  
Objective questions 

1. b) To assess the quality of research and justify findings 

2. c) To support and clarify arguments 

3. c) Addressing panel members formally 

Short-answer questions 

4. Active listening means paying close attention to the wording, tone, and context of 

questions without interrupting. 

5. Time management ensures all key arguments and findings are presented within the 

allotted time, showing professionalism. 

6. Handling critical feedback professionally involves listening respectfully, acknowledging 

valid points, and responding without defensiveness. 

7. Documenting the defence process provides a record of questions, feedback, and 

reflections that can guide future research. 

Long-answer questions 

8. Basic response: Practising beforehand builds confidence by familiarising you with your 

arguments and improving delivery. 
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Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that practice also helps anticipate 

questions, refine timing, and reduce anxiety, making the presentation more natural and assured. 

9. Basic response: Reflecting on strengths and weaknesses helps identify what went well 

and what needs improvement. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may note that reflection fosters self-awareness, 

supports continuous growth, and prepares you for higher-level academic challenges. 

10. Basic response: Feedback can be applied to refine arguments, strengthen methodology, 

and improve clarity in future research. 

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that feedback also encourages engagement 

with broader scholarly debates, helps identify gaps in knowledge, and guides the development of 

new research directions. 

Answers to Pilot Questions  
Part 5.1 

1. The purpose of a research defence is to assess the quality of your work and justify your 

findings before experts. 

2. Two common expectations of academic panels are clarity of presentation and originality 

of research. 

3. Anticipating panel expectations is important because it helps you prepare strategically 

and meet evaluation standards. 

4. Reviewing your research involves revisiting arguments, evidence, citations, and 

conclusions to ensure confidence in explanation. 

5. Thorough review helps anticipate possible questions and prepare clear responses. 

Part 5.2 

1. Highlighting key arguments and findings ensures the panel focuses on the most important 

aspects of your research. 

2. Visual aids should be kept simple and uncluttered to avoid distraction and maintain 

clarity. 

3. A useful visual aid example is a chart summarising data. 

4. Time management involves allocating appropriate time to each section of the 

presentation. 

5. Practising beforehand is important because it helps refine timing and ensures all points fit 

within the limit. 

Part 5.3 

1. Active listening involves paying close attention to wording, tone, and context of 

questions. 

2. Interpreting questions correctly ensures your response addresses the panel’s concern. 

3. An answer is clear and concise when it directly addresses the question without 

unnecessary detail. 

4. If a question seems unclear, you should politely ask for clarification. 

5. Handling critical feedback professionally demonstrates maturity and readiness to grow as 

a researcher. 
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Part 5.4 

1. Practice builds confidence by familiarising you with your arguments and improving 

delivery. 

2. Techniques to maintain composure include deep breathing, pausing before answering, 

and keeping a steady tone. 

3. Professionalism is important because it creates a positive impression and reinforces the 

seriousness of your work. 

4. Two examples of professional behaviour are punctuality and attentive listening. 

5. Professionalism creates an impression of respect and credibility for the panel. 

Part 5.5 

1. Identifying strengths and weaknesses after a defence helps you recognise areas of success 

and improvement. 

2. Feedback from panel members can improve future research by guiding refinement of 

arguments and methodology. 

3. Documenting the defence process involves recording questions, noting feedback, and 

reflecting on performance. 

4. Feedback should be treated as an opportunity for growth rather than criticism. 

5. Reflection contributes to academic progress by fostering self-awareness and continuous 

improvement. 
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• Box 5.4 Elements of professionalism in defence presentations: AI-generated using the 
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