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•  Course code: HIS 101 

•  Course title: Introduction to History 

•  Course credit load: 3 

 

Series 1: Foundations of History as a Discipline 

Series outline 

• Part 1: Meaning and Scope of History 

• Sub-Part 1.1: Defining History 

• Sub-Part 1.2: History as a Discipline 

• Sub-Part 1.3: The Open-ended Nature of Historical Interpretation 

• Part 2: Historical Thinking and Perspectives 

• Sub-Part 2.1: The Role of Historians 

• Sub-Part 2.2: Multiple Perspectives in Historical Study 

• Sub-Part 2.3: History and Human Experience 

• Part 3: Functions and Relevance of History 

• Sub-Part 3.1: History in Society 

• Sub-Part 3.2: History and Identity Formation 

• Sub-Part 3.3: History as a Tool for Critical Thinking 

• Part 4: History as a Profession 

• Sub-Part 4.1: Careers in History 

• Sub-Part 4.2: Skills Developed through Historical Study 

• Sub-Part 4.3: Challenges and Responsibilities of Historians 

 

 

Introduction 

History is more than a record of past events, it is a discipline that shapes how societies view 
themselves and the world around them. From the stories of ancient civilisations to the analysis 
of modern developments, history provides a framework for understanding continuity and 
change. By studying history as a discipline, learners gain insight into how interpretations are 
formed, why perspectives differ, and how historical knowledge contributes to human progress. 
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The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the foundations of history as a scholarly discipline, 
guiding you to appreciate its scope, its interpretive nature, and its relevance to both academic 
study and everyday life. 

We shall commence this Series by examining the meaning and scope of history, including its 
definition and open-ended nature. Next, we will explore historical thinking and perspectives, 
focusing on the role of historians and the importance of multiple viewpoints. Following that, we 
will consider the functions and relevance of history in society, highlighting its role in identity 
formation and critical thinking. Finally, we will wrap up by discussing history as a profession, 
including the skills it develops and the responsibilities it entails. 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 1.1 define history and explain its scope as a discipline, 

• SLO 1.2 analyse the interpretive nature of historical study and the role of historians, 

• SLO 1.3 evaluate the functions and relevance of history in society, 

• SLO 1.4 describe career paths and professional responsibilities associated with the study 
of history. 

 

1.1 Meaning and Scope of History 

1.1.1 Defining history 

History is the study of past events, people, and societies, interpreted through evidence and 
reasoning. It is not merely a collection of dates and facts, but a discipline that seeks to explain 
how and why events occurred, and what they mean for human development. Historians use 
evidence to reconstruct the past, while also acknowledging that interpretations may vary 
depending on perspective and context. 

Fill in the blank: History is the study of ______ events, people, and societies, interpreted 
through evidence and reasoning. 
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A simple timeline showing major historical periods (ancient, medieval, modern). Figure 1.1: 
Timeline of historical periods  

1.1.2 History as a discipline 

Discipline refers to a field of study with its own methods, theories, and practices. History as a 
discipline involves systematic inquiry into the past, guided by evidence and critical analysis. 
Unlike storytelling, which may rely on imagination, history demands accuracy, verification, and 
scholarly rigour. It is therefore both a science, in its methodical approach, and an art, in its 
narrative style. 

Fill in the blank: History as a ______ involves systematic inquiry into the past, guided by 
evidence and critical analysis. 
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Image of a historian working in an archive. Plate 1.1: A historian examining archival sources  

1.1.3 The open-ended nature of historical interpretation 

Interpretation in history refers to the way historians explain and give meaning to past events. 
Because evidence can be incomplete or viewed from different perspectives, historical 
interpretation is open-ended. This means that history is constantly being revised as new 
sources are discovered or as societies develop new questions about the past. For example, 
interpretations of colonial history may differ depending on whether they are written from the 
viewpoint of the colonisers or the colonised. 

Fill in the blank: Historical ______ is open-ended because evidence can be incomplete or 
viewed from different perspectives. 
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Box 1.1: Examples of changing historical interpretations 

• The fall of the Roman Empire: once explained as military weakness, now also linked to 
economic and social factors. 

• The role of women in history: once overlooked, now increasingly recognised as central 
to social change.  

Pilot questions 1.1 

1. Which term refers to the study of past events, people, and societies? 

2. What distinguishes history as a discipline from storytelling? 

3. Why is historical interpretation considered open-ended? 

4. Give one example of how interpretations of history can change over time. 

5. What is the role of evidence in historical study? 

 

1.2 Historical Thinking and Perspectives 

1.2.1 The role of historians 

Historians are scholars who investigate, interpret, and present accounts of the past. Their role 
is not simply to record events, but to analyse causes, consequences, and meanings. Historians 
ask critical questions, such as why events unfolded in certain ways and how they shaped 
societies. They also evaluate sources to determine reliability and bias. In this way, historians act 
as both detectives and storytellers, piecing together evidence to form coherent narratives. 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

Fill in the blank: ______ are scholars who investigate, interpret, and present accounts of the 
past. 

Image of a historian teaching students with historical maps. Plate 1.2: A historian explaining 
historical maps to learners  

1.2.2 Multiple perspectives in historical study 

Perspective refers to the viewpoint from which history is studied or written. Because 
individuals and societies interpret events differently, history often contains multiple 
perspectives. For example, the Industrial Revolution may be celebrated as progress by some, 
but criticised as exploitation by others. Recognising these perspectives helps learners to 
appreciate the complexity of history and avoid oversimplification. 

Fill in the blank: ______ refers to the viewpoint from which history is studied or written. 
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Diagram showing two perspectives on the Industrial Revolution (progress vs exploitation). 
Figure 1.2: Contrasting perspectives on the Industrial Revolution  

1.2.3 History and human experience 

Human experience in history refers to the lived realities of people across time, including their 
struggles, achievements, and everyday lives. Studying history through human experience allows 
us to connect emotionally with the past and see how ordinary individuals contributed to larger 
historical processes. This approach highlights that history is not only about leaders and wars, 
but also about families, workers, and communities. 

Fill in the blank: Studying history through ______ experience allows us to connect emotionally 
with the past. 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

Box 1.2: Examples of human experience in history 

• Diaries of soldiers in wartime. 

• Letters exchanged between families during migration. 

• Oral traditions passed down in communities.  

 

 

Pilot questions 1.2 

1. What is the primary role of historians beyond recording events? 

2. How does perspective influence the way history is studied? 

3. Give one example of differing perspectives on the same historical event. 

4. What does human experience in history emphasise? 

5. Why is it important to recognise multiple perspectives in historical study? 

 

1.3 Functions and Relevance of History 

1.3.1 History in society 

Society refers to a community of people living together, sharing institutions, traditions, and 
values. History plays a vital role in society by preserving collective memory and shaping cultural 
identity. It helps communities to learn from past successes and failures, guiding decisions in the 
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present. For example, studying the history of pandemics can inform how societies respond to 
modern health crises. 

Fill in the blank: History plays a vital role in ______ by preserving collective memory and 
shaping cultural identity. 

Diagram showing the relationship between history, society, and collective memory. Figure 1.3: 
History as a foundation of society  

1.3.2 History and identity formation 

Identity formation is the process by which individuals and groups develop a sense of who they 
are, often influenced by shared history. National histories, cultural traditions, and collective 
struggles all contribute to identity. For instance, independence movements in Africa have 
shaped national identities by emphasising resilience and self-determination. By studying these 
histories, learners can better understand how identity is constructed and maintained. 

Fill in the blank: ______ formation is the process by which individuals and groups develop a 
sense of who they are, often influenced by shared history. 
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Image of a national independence celebration. Plate 1.3: National identity expressed through 
historical remembrance  

1.3.3 History as a tool for critical thinking 

Critical thinking is the ability to analyse information objectively, question assumptions, and 
evaluate evidence before forming conclusions. History develops critical thinking by encouraging 
learners to examine multiple sources, compare perspectives, and assess reliability. This skill is 
transferable beyond history, helping individuals to make informed decisions in everyday life. 
For example, analysing propaganda from the past can train learners to recognise bias in modern 
media. 

Fill in the blank: History develops ______ thinking by encouraging learners to examine multiple 
sources, compare perspectives, and assess reliability. 
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Box 1.3: Skills developed through historical study 

• Evaluating evidence critically. 

• Recognising bias and perspective. 

• Drawing reasoned conclusions. 

• Applying lessons from the past to present challenges.  

 

Pilot questions 1.3 

1. How does history contribute to society? 

2. What is identity formation, and how is it influenced by history? 

3. Give one example of how national identity is shaped by historical events. 

4. Define critical thinking in the context of historical study. 

5. Why is critical thinking considered a transferable skill beyond history? 

 

1.4 History as a Profession 

1.4.1 Careers in history 

Careers in history refer to professional paths that involve applying historical knowledge and 
skills in various fields. These include teaching, research, museum and archival work, heritage 
management, journalism, and public service. Historians contribute to society by preserving 
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records, interpreting the past, and educating future generations. In addition, history graduates 
often find roles in law, politics, and international relations, where analytical and interpretive 
skills are highly valued. 

Fill in the blank: Careers in ______ include teaching, research, museum work, and heritage 
management. 

Diagram showing career paths for history graduates (education, research, heritage, public 
service). Figure 1.4: Career opportunities in history  

1.4.2 Skills developed through historical study 

Skills developed through historical study include critical analysis, research, communication, and 
problem-solving. Learners acquire the ability to evaluate evidence, construct arguments, and 
present findings clearly. These skills are transferable to many professions, making history a 
versatile discipline. For example, the ability to analyse sources critically is useful in law, while 
strong communication skills benefit careers in journalism and education. 

Fill in the blank: Skills developed through historical study include critical analysis, ______, 
communication, and problem-solving. 

[Insert box here] Box 1.4: Transferable skills from historical study 

• Critical analysis of evidence. 

• Effective written and oral communication. 

• Independent and collaborative research. 
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• Problem-solving and decision-making. AI prompt suggestion: “Generate a text box 
summarising transferable skills from historical study.” Search string: “OER transferable 
skills history study” 

1.4.3 Challenges and responsibilities of historians 

Responsibilities of historians include maintaining accuracy, respecting sources, and upholding 
ethical standards in research and writing. They must avoid bias, acknowledge multiple 
perspectives, and cite sources properly. At the same time, historians face challenges such as 
incomplete evidence, political pressures, and the risk of misinterpretation. Balancing these 
responsibilities requires integrity and professional discipline. 

Fill in the blank: Responsibilities of ______ include maintaining accuracy, respecting sources, 
and upholding ethical standards. 

Image of a historian presenting research findings at a conference. Plate 1.4: A historian sharing 
research with peers  

Pilot questions 1.4 

1. List three career paths available to history graduates. 

2. Identify two transferable skills developed through historical study. 

3. What responsibilities must historians uphold in their work? 

4. Name one challenge historians may face when interpreting the past. 

5. Why are historical skills valued in professions outside history? 
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Series Summary 

This Series has introduced you to the foundations of history as a discipline, highlighting its 
meaning, scope, and relevance. We began by defining history and examining its open-ended 
nature, then explored the role of historians, multiple perspectives, and the importance of 
human experience. Following that, we considered how history functions in society, contributes 
to identity formation, and develops critical thinking skills. Finally, we discussed history as a 
profession, including career opportunities, transferable skills, and the responsibilities of 
historians. 

By engaging with these topics, you should now be able to define history and explain its scope, 
analyse the interpretive nature of historical study, evaluate the functions and relevance of 
history in society, and describe career paths and professional responsibilities associated with 
the discipline. These outcomes directly align with the Series Learning Outcomes and provide 
you with a strong foundation for further study in history. 

Glossary of Terms 

• Careers in history: Professional paths that apply historical knowledge, such as teaching, 
research, museum work, and heritage management. 

• Critical thinking: The ability to analyse information objectively, question assumptions, 
and evaluate evidence before forming conclusions. 

• Discipline: A field of study with its own methods, theories, and practices. 

• Historians: Scholars who investigate, interpret, and present accounts of the past. 

• History: The study of past events, people, and societies, interpreted through evidence 
and reasoning. 

• Human experience: The lived realities of people across time, including struggles, 
achievements, and everyday lives. 

• Identity formation: The process by which individuals and groups develop a sense of who 
they are, often influenced by shared history. 

• Interpretation: The way historians explain and give meaning to past events, often 
shaped by perspective and evidence. 

• Perspective: The viewpoint from which history is studied or written. 

• Responsibilities: Ethical duties of historians, including accuracy, respect for sources, and 
acknowledgement of multiple perspectives. 

• Skills: Abilities developed through historical study, such as analysis, communication, and 
problem-solving. 

• Society: A community of people living together, sharing institutions, traditions, and 
values. 
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Concept Check Questions 1 

Objective questions 

1. Which term refers to the viewpoint from which history is studied? (Linked to SLO 1.2) 

2. What is the process by which individuals and groups develop a sense of identity 
influenced by shared history? (Linked to SLO 1.3) 

3. Name one transferable skill developed through historical study. (Linked to SLO 1.4) 

Short-answer questions 

4. Explain why historical interpretation is considered open-ended. (Linked to SLO 1.2) 

5. Describe one way history contributes to society. (Linked to SLO 1.3) 

Long-answer questions 

6. Analyse the role of historians in shaping our understanding of the past. (Linked to SLO 
1.2) 

• Basic response: Historians investigate, interpret, and present accounts of the 
past, ensuring accuracy and critical analysis. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also discuss how historians 
influence public debates, challenge dominant narratives, and contribute to 
cultural identity. 

7. Evaluate the relevance of history in modern society, giving examples. (Linked to SLO 1.3) 

• Basic response: History preserves collective memory, shapes identity, and 
develops critical thinking. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may extend this by linking history to 
contemporary issues such as policymaking, social justice, and global citizenship. 

Answers to Concept Check Questions 1 

Objective questions 

1. Perspective. 

2. Identity formation. 

3. Examples include critical analysis, communication, or problem-solving. 

Short-answer questions 

4. Historical interpretation is considered open-ended because evidence can be 
incomplete or viewed from different perspectives, meaning explanations can change over 
time. 
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5. History contributes to society by preserving collective memory, shaping cultural 
identity, and guiding present decisions through lessons from the past. 

Long-answer questions 

6. Analyse the role of historians in shaping our understanding of the past 

• Basic response: Historians investigate, interpret, and present accounts of the 
past, ensuring accuracy and critical analysis. They evaluate sources and 
construct narratives that explain causes and consequences. 

• Value-added response: Beyond this, historians influence public debates, 
challenge dominant narratives, and contribute to cultural identity. They also 
highlight marginalised voices and provide new perspectives that reshape how 
societies view themselves. 

7. Evaluate the relevance of history in modern society, giving examples 

• Basic response: History is relevant because it preserves collective memory, 
shapes identity, and develops critical thinking. For example, studying 
pandemics informs modern health responses, while independence movements 
shape national identity. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may extend this by linking history 
to policymaking, social justice, and global citizenship. For instance, historical 
analysis of colonialism informs debates on economic inequality, while lessons 
from past conflicts guide peace-building efforts today. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions 1 

Part 1.1 

1. History 

2. Discipline 

3. Interpretation 

4. Examples include the fall of the Roman Empire or the role of women in history 

5. Evidence ensures accuracy and reliability 

Part 1.2 

1. Historians analyse causes, consequences, and meanings 

2. Perspective influences interpretation 

3. Industrial Revolution: progress vs exploitation 

4. Human experience emphasises lived realities 
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5. It prevents oversimplification and bias 

Part 1.3 

1. It preserves collective memory and guides decisions 

2. Identity formation is shaped by shared history 

3. Independence movements in Africa 

4. Critical thinking is the ability to analyse and evaluate evidence 

5. It helps in everyday decision-making 

Part 1.4 

1. Teaching, research, heritage management 

2. Critical analysis, communication 

3. Accuracy, respect for sources, ethical standards 

4. Incomplete evidence or political pressures 

5. Analytical and interpretive skills are valued in law, politics, journalism 

References and Attributions 1 

• Suggested OER sources: 

• Timeline of historical periods diagram (search string: “OER timeline of historical 
periods diagram”). 

• Image of historian in archive (search string: “OER image historian in archive”). 

• Diagram perspectives Industrial Revolution (search string: “OER diagram 
perspectives Industrial Revolution”). 

• Image independence celebration Africa (search string: “OER image 
independence celebration Africa”). 

• Diagram careers in history (search string: “OER diagram careers in history”). 

• AI prompt suggestions used for illustrations: 

• “Generate a clean timeline diagram showing ancient, medieval, and modern 
history periods.” 

• “Create an image of a historian studying old manuscripts in an archive.” 

• “Generate a diagram comparing two perspectives on the Industrial Revolution: 
progress and exploitation.” 

• “Create an image of people celebrating independence day with flags and cultural 
attire.” 
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• “Generate a diagram showing career paths for history graduates including 
teaching, research, heritage, and public service.” 

 

•  Course code: HIS 101 

•  Course title: Introduction to History 

•  Course credit load: 3 

 

Series 2: Contexts and Purposes of Historical Events 

Series outline 

• Part 2.1: Understanding Historical Contexts 

• Sub-Part 2.1.1: Defining historical context 

• Sub-Part 2.1.2: Social, political, and cultural influences 

• Sub-Part 2.1.3: Contextualising events across time and place 

• Part 2.2: Purposes of Studying History 

• Sub-Part 2.2.1: Learning from past successes and failures 

• Sub-Part 2.2.2: Building collective memory and identity 

• Sub-Part 2.2.3: Informing present and future decisions 

• Part 2.3: Historical Events and Human Experience 

• Sub-Part 2.3.1: Everyday life and ordinary people 

• Sub-Part 2.3.2: Major turning points and their impact 

• Sub-Part 2.3.3: Linking personal stories to broader narratives 

• Part 2.4: Evaluating Historical Significance 

• Sub-Part 2.4.1: Criteria for historical importance 

• Sub-Part 2.4.2: Changing views of significance over time 

• Sub-Part 2.4.3: Case studies of significant events 

 

Introduction 

Historical events do not occur in isolation, they are shaped by the contexts in which they unfold 
and serve important purposes for societies. By examining the circumstances surrounding 
events, learners can better appreciate why they happened and how they influenced human 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

development. This Series will help you to see history not just as a record of what occurred, but 
as a meaningful process that connects past experiences with present realities and future 
possibilities. 

The aim of this Series is to guide you in analysing the contexts that shape historical events and 
evaluating the purposes they serve in society, so that you can interpret history with greater 
depth and relevance. 

We shall commence this Series by exploring the meaning of historical context, including social, 
political, and cultural influences. Next, we will consider the purposes of studying history, such 
as learning from past successes and failures, building collective memory, and informing present 
decisions. Following that, we will examine historical events through human experience, 
focusing on everyday life, major turning points, and personal stories. Finally, we will conclude 
by evaluating historical significance, discussing criteria for importance, changing views over 
time, and case studies of significant events. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 2.1 define historical context and explain how social, political, and cultural influences 
shape events, 

• SLO 2.2 analyse the purposes of studying history, including learning from past successes 
and failures, building collective memory, and informing present decisions, 

• SLO 2.3 describe how historical events reflect human experience, connecting everyday 
life, major turning points, and personal stories to broader narratives, and 

• SLO 2.4 evaluate historical significance by applying criteria for importance, recognising 
changing views over time, and examining case studies of significant events. 

 

2.1 Understanding Historical Contexts 

2.1.1 Defining historical context 

Historical context refers to the circumstances, conditions, and background that surround an 
event, shaping its meaning and significance. It includes the time period, location, and prevailing 
social, political, and cultural factors. Without context, events may appear isolated or 
misunderstood. For example, the French Revolution cannot be fully explained without 
considering the economic hardship, political tensions, and Enlightenment ideas that influenced 
it. 

Fill in the blank: ______ context refers to the circumstances, conditions, and background that 
surround an event. 
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Diagram showing the elements of historical context (time, place, social, political, cultural). 
Figure 2.1: Elements of historical context  

2.1.2 Social, political, and cultural influences 

Social influences include the structures and relationships within a community, such as class 
divisions, family roles, and education. Political influences involve governance, laws, and power 
struggles, while cultural influences encompass traditions, beliefs, and artistic expressions. 
Together, these factors shape how events unfold and how they are remembered. For instance, 
the abolition of slavery was influenced by social activism, political legislation, and cultural shifts 
in moral values. 

Fill in the blank: Social, political, and ______ influences together shape how events unfold and 
are remembered. 
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Image of a protest march symbolising social and political influences. Plate 2.1: Social and 
political influences on historical events  

2.1.3 Contextualising events across time and place 

Contextualising means placing events within their broader background to understand their 
causes and consequences. This involves comparing events across different times and places, 
recognising similarities and differences. For example, revolutions in France, America, and Haiti 
shared themes of liberty and resistance, but each was shaped by unique contexts. 
Contextualisation helps learners to see patterns in history while appreciating diversity. 

Fill in the blank: ______ means placing events within their broader background to understand 
causes and consequences. 
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Box 2.1: Examples of contextualisation 

• Comparing revolutions in France, America, and Haiti. 

• Linking industrialisation in Britain to global trade networks. 

• Relating independence movements in Africa to colonial contexts. Pilot questions 2.1 

1. What does historical context refer to? 

2. Name three elements of historical context. 

3. How do social, political, and cultural influences shape events? 

4. Give one example of contextualising events across different times and places. 

5. Why is contextualisation important in historical study? 

 

2.2 Purposes of Studying History 

2.2.1 Learning from past successes and failures 

Learning from the past means examining both achievements and mistakes to guide present 
and future decisions. For example, studying the successes of democratic reforms can inspire 
modern governance, while analysing the failures of economic policies can help prevent similar 
crises. History therefore acts as a teacher, offering lessons that remain relevant across 
generations. 

Fill in the blank: Studying the ______ of economic policies can help prevent similar crises in the 
future. 
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Diagram showing history as a teacher: successes → inspiration, failures → caution. Figure 2.2: 
Learning from past successes and failures  

2.2.2 Building collective memory and identity 

Collective memory refers to the shared recollections of a community or nation, often passed 
down through traditions, commemorations, and education. This memory shapes identity, 
giving people a sense of belonging and continuity. For instance, national holidays and 
monuments preserve collective memory, reminding societies of their struggles and 
achievements. By studying history, learners strengthen their connection to these shared 
identities. 

Fill in the blank: ______ memory refers to the shared recollections of a community or nation. 
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Image of a national monument or memorial. Plate 2.2: Collective memory expressed through 
monuments  

2.2.3 Informing present and future decisions 

Informing decisions means using historical knowledge to shape policies, strategies, and 
everyday choices. Leaders often study past wars, treaties, or economic reforms to avoid 
repeating mistakes and to build on successful practices. On a personal level, individuals may 
draw lessons from family histories or community experiences to guide their own actions. In this 
way, history is not only about the past, but also a tool for navigating the present and future. 

Fill in the blank: Leaders often study past wars, treaties, or economic reforms to avoid 
repeating ______. 
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Box 2.2: Examples of history informing decisions 

• Studying pandemics to improve health responses. 

• Reviewing past peace treaties to guide diplomacy. 

• Analysing economic reforms to shape fiscal policy.  

Pilot questions 2.2 

1. How does studying past successes and failures benefit society? 

2. What is collective memory, and how does it shape identity? 

3. Give one example of collective memory expressed in society. 

4. How can history inform present and future decisions? 

5. Why is history considered a tool for navigating the future? 

 

2.3 Historical Events and Human Experience 

2.3.1 Everyday life and ordinary people 

Everyday life refers to the daily experiences of ordinary individuals, such as work, family, and 
community activities. These experiences often reveal how larger historical events affected 
people at the grassroots level. For example, industrialisation changed the routines of workers 
and families, while wars disrupted everyday life through shortages and displacement. Studying 
ordinary people helps us to see history not only through leaders and institutions, but also 
through the lived realities of communities. 
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Fill in the blank: Studying ______ people helps us to see history through the lived realities of 
communities. 

Image of a family working together in a traditional setting. Plate 2.3: Everyday life in historical 
study  

2.3.2 Major turning points and their impact 

Turning points are events that significantly change the course of history, such as revolutions, 
wars, or technological innovations. These moments often reshape societies, economies, and 
cultures. For instance, the invention of the printing press transformed communication and 
education, while the Second World War altered global politics and alliances. Understanding 
turning points helps learners to grasp how single events can have long-lasting consequences. 

Fill in the blank: ______ points are events that significantly change the course of history. 
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Diagram showing examples of turning points (printing press, independence movements, world 
wars). Figure 2.3: Major turning points in history  

2.3.3 Linking personal stories to broader narratives 

Personal stories are accounts of individual experiences that connect to wider historical 
processes. Diaries, letters, oral traditions, and memoirs provide insights into how people lived 
through significant events. Linking these stories to broader narratives allows learners to see 
how personal experiences contribute to collective history. For example, the diary of Anne Frank 
provides a deeply personal perspective on the Holocaust, enriching our understanding of that 
period. 

Fill in the blank: ______ stories provide insights into how people lived through significant 
events. 
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Box 2.3: Examples of personal stories in history 

• Anne Frank’s diary during the Holocaust. 

• Letters from soldiers in wartime. 

• Oral traditions in African communities.  

Pilot questions 2.3 

1. Why is everyday life important in historical study? 

2. What are turning points, and why are they significant? 

3. Give one example of a major turning point in history. 

4. How do personal stories enrich broader historical narratives? 

5. Provide one example of a personal story that connects to a wider historical event. 

 

2.4 Evaluating Historical Significance 

2.4.1 Criteria for historical importance 

Historical significance refers to the value or importance attached to an event, person, or 
development in shaping the past and influencing the present. Criteria often include the scale of 
impact, the duration of influence, and the degree of change brought about. For example, the 
invention of electricity is considered highly significant because it transformed industries, 
societies, and everyday life across the world. 
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Fill in the blank: Historical ______ refers to the value or importance attached to an event, 
person, or development. 

Diagram showing criteria for historical significance (impact, duration, change). Figure 2.4: 
Criteria for historical significance  

2.4.2 Changing views of significance over time 

Changing views occur because societies reinterpret history based on new evidence, shifting 
values, or contemporary concerns. Events once considered minor may later be recognised as 
pivotal, while others may lose prominence. For instance, the contributions of women and 
minority groups were often overlooked in traditional histories but are now increasingly 
acknowledged as significant. This demonstrates that historical significance is not fixed, but 
evolves with time. 

Fill in the blank: Historical significance is not fixed, but ______ with time. 
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Image of a classroom discussion on women’s contributions to history. Plate 2.4: Changing views 
of historical significance  

2.4.3 Case studies of significant events 

Case studies provide detailed examples of how historical significance is applied. For instance, 
the fall of the Berlin Wall is significant because it symbolised the end of the Cold War and 
reshaped global politics. Similarly, independence movements across Africa are significant for 
their role in redefining national identities and dismantling colonial structures. By examining 
case studies, learners can apply criteria of significance and see how interpretations change 
across contexts. 

Fill in the blank: The fall of the ______ Wall is significant because it symbolised the end of the 
Cold War. 
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Box 2.4: Examples of significant events 

• Fall of the Berlin Wall (1989). 

• Independence movements in Africa (20th century). 

• Invention of electricity (19th century).  

 

 

Pilot questions 2.4 

1. What does historical significance mean? 

2. Name three criteria used to determine historical importance. 

3. Why do views of historical significance change over time? 

4. Give one example of a case study that illustrates historical significance. 

5. How can case studies help learners apply criteria of significance? 

 

Series Summary 

This Series has explored the contexts and purposes of historical events, showing how 
circumstances shape outcomes and why history matters to societies. We began by defining 
historical context and examining social, political, and cultural influences, then considered the 
purposes of studying history, such as learning from successes and failures, building collective 
memory, and informing decisions. Following that, we looked at historical events through 
human experience, focusing on everyday life, turning points, and personal stories. Finally, we 
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evaluated historical significance, discussing criteria for importance, changing views over time, 
and case studies of significant events. 

By engaging with these topics, you should now be able to define historical context, analyse the 
purposes of studying history, describe how events reflect human experience, and evaluate 
historical significance. These outcomes align directly with the Series Learning Outcomes and 
provide you with the skills to interpret history with greater depth and relevance. 

Glossary of Terms 

• Case studies: Detailed examples used to illustrate historical significance. 

• Collective memory: Shared recollections of a community or nation, often preserved 
through traditions and commemorations. 

• Contextualising: Placing events within their broader background to understand causes 
and consequences. 

• Everyday life: The daily experiences of ordinary individuals, such as work, family, and 
community activities. 

• Historical context: The circumstances, conditions, and background that surround an 
event. 

• Historical significance: The value or importance attached to an event, person, or 
development. 

• Identity: A sense of belonging and continuity shaped by shared history. 

• Learning from the past: Using historical successes and failures to guide present and 
future decisions. 

• Personal stories: Accounts of individual experiences that connect to wider historical 
processes. 

• Turning points: Events that significantly change the course of history. 

Concept Check Questions 2 

Objective questions 

1. What term refers to the circumstances and background that surround an event? (Linked 
to SLO 2.1) 

2. Which concept describes shared recollections of a community or nation? (Linked to SLO 
2.2) 

3. What are events that significantly change the course of history called? (Linked to SLO 
2.3) 

Short-answer questions 
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4. Explain why contextualisation is important in historical study. (Linked to SLO 2.1) 

5. Describe one way history informs present and future decisions. (Linked to SLO 2.2) 

Long-answer questions 

6. Analyse how everyday life and personal stories contribute to our understanding of 
historical events. (Linked to SLO 2.3) 

• Basic response: Everyday life shows how ordinary people experienced events, 
while personal stories provide individual perspectives that enrich broader 
narratives. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also discuss how these 
accounts challenge dominant narratives, highlight marginalised voices, and 
connect micro-histories to global processes. 

7. Evaluate the criteria used to determine historical significance, using examples. (Linked 
to SLO 2.4) 

• Basic response: Criteria include impact, duration, and change. For example, the 
invention of electricity had a lasting impact across societies. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may extend this by showing how 
significance changes over time, such as the growing recognition of women’s 
contributions or independence movements in Africa. 

Answers to Concept Check Questions 2 

Objective questions 

1. Historical context. 

2. Collective memory. 

3. Turning points. 

Short-answer questions 

4. Contextualisation is important because it places events within their broader 
background, helping us understand causes, consequences, and connections across time and 
place. 

5. History informs decisions by offering lessons from past experiences, such as studying 
pandemics to improve health responses or reviewing peace treaties to guide diplomacy. 

Long-answer questions 

6. Analyse how everyday life and personal stories contribute to our understanding of 
historical events 
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• Basic response: Everyday life shows how ordinary people experienced larger 
events, while personal stories provide individual perspectives that enrich 
broader narratives. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also explain how these 
accounts challenge dominant narratives, highlight marginalised voices, and 
connect micro-histories to global processes, making history more inclusive and 
multidimensional. 

7. Evaluate the criteria used to determine historical significance, using examples 

• Basic response: Criteria include impact, duration, and change. For example, the 
invention of electricity had a lasting impact on industries and societies. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may extend this by showing how 
significance changes over time, such as the growing recognition of women’s 
contributions or independence movements in Africa, demonstrating that 
historical importance evolves with new perspectives and evidence. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions 2 

Part 2.1 

1. Historical context 

2. Time, place, social, political, cultural factors 

3. They shape how events unfold and are remembered 

4. Comparing revolutions in France, America, and Haiti 

5. It helps understand causes and consequences 

Part 2.2 

1. It guides present and future decisions 

2. Collective memory is shared recollections of a community or nation 

3. National monuments or holidays 

4. By shaping policies, strategies, and everyday choices 

5. Because it offers lessons from the past 

Part 2.3 

1. It shows how larger events affected ordinary people 

2. Events that significantly change history 

3. The invention of the printing press 
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4. They provide individual perspectives that enrich narratives 

5. Anne Frank’s diary during the Holocaust 

Part 2.4 

1. The value or importance attached to an event 

2. Impact, duration, change 

3. Because societies reinterpret history based on new evidence or values 

4. Fall of the Berlin Wall 

5. They allow learners to apply criteria and see interpretations in practice 

References and Attributions 2 

• Suggested OER sources: 

• Diagram historical context elements (search string: “OER diagram historical 
context elements”). 

• Image protest march history (search string: “OER image protest march history”). 

• Diagram turning points history (search string: “OER diagram turning points 
history”). 

• Image everyday life history (search string: “OER image everyday life history”). 

• Diagram criteria historical significance (search string: “OER diagram criteria 
historical significance”). 

• Image classroom history discussion (search string: “OER image classroom history 
discussion”). 

• AI prompt suggestions used for illustrations: 

• “Generate a diagram showing elements of historical context: time, place, social, 
political, cultural.” 

• “Create an image of a protest march with banners, symbolising social and 
political influences.” 

• “Generate a diagram showing examples of major turning points in history such 
as the printing press, independence movements, and world wars.” 

• “Create an image of a family working together in a traditional community 
setting.” 

• “Generate a diagram showing criteria for historical significance: impact, 
duration, and change.” 
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• “Create an image of students discussing women’s contributions to history in a 
classroom.” 

All illustrations are placeholders and may be refined using AI tools or sourced from open 
educational resources. 

 

 

•  Course code: HIS 101 

•  Course title: Introduction to History 

•  Course credit load: 3 

 

Series 3: Approaches to Historical Writing and Study 

Series Outline 

• Part 3.1: Nature of Historical Writing 

• Sub-Part 3.1.1: Defining historical writing 

• Sub-Part 3.1.2: Distinguishing history from literature and storytelling 

• Sub-Part 3.1.3: The role of narrative in history 

• Part 3.2: Approaches to Historical Study 

• Sub-Part 3.2.1: Chronological approach 

• Sub-Part 3.2.2: Thematic approach 

• Sub-Part 3.2.3: Comparative approach 

• Part 3.3: Schools of Historical Thought 

• Sub-Part 3.3.1: Traditional/positivist history 

• Sub-Part 3.3.2: Marxist and social history 

• Sub-Part 3.3.3: Annales and cultural history 

• Part 3.4: Challenges in Historical Writing 

• Sub-Part 3.4.1: Bias and subjectivity 

• Sub-Part 3.4.2: Interpretation and evidence gaps 

• Sub-Part 3.4.3: Ethical responsibilities of historians 
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Introduction 

Historical writing and study are central to how we understand and communicate the past. 
Unlike simple storytelling, historical writing requires careful use of evidence, critical 
interpretation, and structured approaches that allow us to make sense of complex events. This 
Series will help you appreciate the nature of historical writing, the different approaches 
scholars use to study history, and the challenges they face in presenting accurate and 
meaningful accounts. 

The aim of this Series is to equip you with knowledge of the main approaches to historical 
writing and study, including narrative techniques, chronological and thematic methods, and 
schools of historical thought. You will also explore the challenges of bias, interpretation, and 
ethical responsibility. By the end of the Series, you will be able to distinguish between different 
approaches, evaluate their strengths and limitations, and apply them to your own study of 
history. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes 

Upon completing this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 3.1 define historical writing and distinguish it from literature and storytelling, 
explaining the role of narrative in history. 

• SLO 3.2 analyse different approaches to historical study, including chronological, 
thematic, and comparative methods. 

• SLO 3.3 evaluate major schools of historical thought, such as traditional/positivist, 
Marxist, Annales, and cultural history. 

• SLO 3.4 assess challenges in historical writing, including bias, subjectivity, evidence gaps, 
and ethical responsibilities. 

 

3.1 Nature of Historical Writing 

3.1.1 Defining historical writing 

Historical writing is the process of recording, interpreting, and presenting accounts of the past 
based on evidence. Unlike storytelling, it requires critical analysis, accuracy, and reference to 
sources. Historical writing aims to explain causes, consequences, and meanings of events rather 
than simply narrating them. 

Fill in the blank: ______ writing is the process of recording, interpreting, and presenting 
accounts of the past based on evidence. 
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Diagram showing components of historical writing (evidence, interpretation, narrative, 
accuracy). Figure 3.1: Components of historical writing  

3.1.2 Distinguishing history from literature and storytelling 

While literature and storytelling may use imagination and creativity, history is grounded in 
evidence and factual analysis. Literature often aims to entertain or inspire, while history seeks 
to explain and understand. For example, a novel about medieval life may invent characters and 
events, but a historian’s account must rely on documents, artefacts, and verifiable sources. 

Fill in the blank: Unlike literature and storytelling, history is grounded in ______ and factual 
analysis. 
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Image of a historian comparing manuscripts with a novel. Plate 3.1: Distinguishing history from 
literature  

3.1.3 The role of narrative in history 

Narrative plays a vital role in history because it organises facts and evidence into coherent 
accounts. Without narrative, history would be a collection of disconnected data. However, 
historians must balance narrative with accuracy, avoiding exaggeration or bias. For instance, 
the story of independence movements is told through narratives that highlight struggles, 
leaders, and achievements, while still grounded in evidence. 

Fill in the blank: ______ organises facts and evidence into coherent accounts in historical 
writing. 
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Box 3.1: Functions of narrative in history 

• Organises facts into coherent accounts. 

• Connects causes and consequences. 

• Makes history accessible and engaging. 

• Provides meaning without sacrificing accuracy.  

 

Pilot questions 3.1 

1. What is historical writing? 

2. How does history differ from literature and storytelling? 

3. Why is narrative important in historical writing? 

4. Give one example of how narrative is used in history. 

5. What must historians balance when using narrative? 

 

3.2 Approaches to Historical Study 

3.2.1 Chronological approach 

The chronological approach organises history by time, presenting events in the order they 
occurred. This method helps learners see cause-and-effect relationships and understand how 
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one event leads to another. For example, studying the timeline of the World Wars shows how 
political tensions escalated into global conflict. 

Fill in the blank: The ______ approach organises history by time, presenting events in the order 
they occurred. 

] Diagram showing a timeline with events arranged chronologically. Figure 3.2: Chronological 
approach in historical study  

3.2.2 Thematic approach 

The thematic approach studies history by focusing on themes such as politics, religion, 
economics, or culture, rather than strict timelines. This allows learners to compare 
developments across different periods and regions. For instance, examining the theme of trade 
can link medieval markets, colonial economies, and modern globalisation. 

Fill in the blank: The ______ approach studies history by focusing on themes such as politics, 
religion, economics, or culture. 
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Image of trade activities across different historical periods. Plate 3.2: Thematic approach in 
historical study  

3.2.3 Comparative approach 

The comparative approach examines similarities and differences between events, societies, or 
cultures. It highlights patterns and contrasts, helping learners understand diversity and 
commonality in human experience. For example, comparing revolutions in France and America 
reveals shared ideals of liberty but different social contexts. 

Fill in the blank: The ______ approach examines similarities and differences between events, 
societies, or cultures. 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

Box 3.2: Examples of comparative approach 

• Comparing revolutions in France and America. 

• Studying industrialisation in Britain and Japan. 

• Analysing independence movements in Africa and Asia.  

 

 

 

Pilot questions 3.2 

1. What is the chronological approach, and why is it useful? 

2. How does the thematic approach differ from the chronological approach? 

3. Give one example of a theme studied in history. 

4. What does the comparative approach examine? 

5. Provide one example of a comparative study in history. 

 

3.3 Schools of Historical Thought 

3.3.1 Traditional/positivist history 

The traditional or positivist school emphasises factual accuracy, chronology, and political 
events. It focuses on leaders, wars, treaties, and institutions, aiming to present history as an 
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objective record. For example, early historians often concentrated on kings and battles, treating 
history as a straightforward narrative of “what happened.” 

Fill in the blank: The ______ school emphasises factual accuracy, chronology, and political 
events. 

Diagram showing focus areas of traditional history (leaders, wars, treaties, institutions). Figure 
3.3: Traditional/positivist history  

3.3.2 Marxist and social history 

The Marxist school interprets history through class struggle, economic systems, and material 
conditions. It highlights how power and resources shape societies. Closely related, social 
history shifts focus from elites to ordinary people, examining everyday life, labour, and social 
movements. For example, Marxist historians analyse revolutions as outcomes of economic 
inequality, while social historians study workers’ experiences during industrialisation. 

Fill in the blank: The ______ school interprets history through class struggle, economic systems, 
and material conditions. 
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Image of workers in an industrial setting symbolising social history. Plate 3.3: Marxist and social 
history focus  

3.3.3 Annales and cultural history 

The Annales school, founded in France, emphasises long-term structures such as geography, 
climate, and social institutions over short-term events. It introduced the idea of studying history 
across centuries to understand deep patterns. Cultural history, meanwhile, explores beliefs, 
traditions, art, and symbols, showing how culture shapes human experience. For example, 
Annales historians might study agricultural systems over centuries, while cultural historians 
analyse rituals or artistic movements. 

Fill in the blank: The ______ school emphasises long-term structures such as geography, 
climate, and social institutions. 
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Box 3.3: Examples of Annales and cultural history 

• Annales: agricultural systems, demographic trends, climate patterns. 

• Cultural history: rituals, art, traditions, symbols.  

 

 

 

Pilot questions 3.3 

1. What does the traditional/positivist school emphasise? 

2. How does Marxist history interpret events? 

3. What is the focus of social history? 

4. What does the Annales school emphasise? 

5. Give one example of cultural history. 

 

3.4 Challenges in Historical Writing 

3.4.1 Bias and subjectivity 

Bias occurs when historians allow personal opinions, cultural perspectives, or political agendas 
to influence their accounts. While complete objectivity is difficult, historians strive to minimise 
bias by critically evaluating sources and acknowledging multiple viewpoints. For example, 
colonial histories often reflected the perspectives of colonisers, overlooking indigenous voices. 
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Fill in the blank: ______ occurs when historians allow personal opinions or cultural perspectives 
to influence their accounts. 

Diagram showing types of bias (political, cultural, personal). Figure 3.4: Types of bias in 
historical writing  

3.4.2 Interpretation and evidence gaps 

Historians often face evidence gaps, where records are incomplete, missing, or contradictory. 
Interpretation becomes necessary to fill these gaps, but it must be done carefully to avoid 
distortion. For example, ancient histories rely on limited archaeological evidence, requiring 
historians to interpret material remains alongside written sources. 

Fill in the blank: Historians often face ______ gaps, where records are incomplete, missing, or 
contradictory. 
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Image of archaeologists examining ancient artefacts. Plate 3.4: Evidence gaps in historical study  

3.4.3 Ethical responsibilities of historians 

Historians have an ethical responsibility to present accounts truthfully, respect sources, and 
avoid harm. This includes acknowledging sensitive topics, representing marginalised voices, and 
preventing misuse of history for propaganda. For example, writing about genocides requires 
sensitivity to victims and survivors, ensuring accuracy and respect. 

Fill in the blank: Historians have an ______ responsibility to present accounts truthfully and 
respectfully. 
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Box 3.4: Ethical responsibilities of historians 

• Present accounts truthfully. 

• Respect sources and subjects. 

• Represent marginalised voices. 

• Avoid misuse of history for propaganda.  

 

 

 

Pilot questions 3.4 

1. What is bias in historical writing? 

2. Why are evidence gaps a challenge for historians? 

3. How should historians approach interpretation? 

4. What ethical responsibilities do historians have? 

5. Give one example of an ethical issue in historical writing. 

 

Series 3 Summary 

This Series has examined Approaches to Historical Writing and Study, showing how historians 
record, interpret, and present the past. We began by defining historical writing and 
distinguishing it from literature and storytelling, while recognising the role of narrative. Next, 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

we explored approaches to historical study—chronological, thematic, and comparative—each 
offering unique insights. We then studied schools of historical thought, including 
traditional/positivist, Marxist, social, Annales, and cultural history. Finally, we addressed 
challenges in historical writing, such as bias, evidence gaps, and ethical responsibilities. 

By engaging with these topics, you should now be able to define historical writing, analyse 
approaches to study, evaluate schools of thought, and assess challenges in writing history. 
These outcomes align with the Series Learning Outcomes and prepare you to critically engage 
with historical texts and methods. 

Glossary of Terms 

• Annales school: A French school of history emphasising long-term structures like 
geography and social institutions. 

• Bias: Influence of personal opinions, cultural perspectives, or agendas on historical 
accounts. 

• Chronological approach: Studying history by arranging events in the order they 
occurred. 

• Comparative approach: Studying similarities and differences between events, societies, 
or cultures. 

• Cultural history: Study of beliefs, traditions, art, and symbols in shaping human 
experience. 

• Evidence gaps: Missing or incomplete records that challenge historical interpretation. 

• Historical writing: Recording, interpreting, and presenting accounts of the past based on 
evidence. 

• Marxist history: Interpretation of history through class struggle, economic systems, and 
material conditions. 

• Narrative: Organising facts and evidence into coherent accounts in historical writing. 

• Positivist history: Traditional school emphasising factual accuracy, chronology, and 
political events. 

• Social history: Study of ordinary people, everyday life, and social movements. 

Concept Check Questions 3 

Objective questions 

1. What term refers to the process of recording, interpreting, and presenting accounts of 
the past based on evidence? (Linked to SLO 3.1) 

2. Which approach organises history by time? (Linked to SLO 3.2) 
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3. Which school interprets history through class struggle and economic systems? (Linked 
to SLO 3.3) 

Short-answer questions 

4. Explain how the thematic approach differs from the chronological approach. (Linked to 
SLO 3.2) 

5. Describe one ethical responsibility of historians. (Linked to SLO 3.4) 

Long-answer questions 

6. Analyse the role of narrative in historical writing. (Linked to SLO 3.1) 

• Basic response: Narrative organises facts into coherent accounts, connects 
causes and consequences, and makes history accessible. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also discuss how narrative can 
introduce bias, how historians balance narrative with accuracy, and how 
narrative shapes collective memory. 

7. Evaluate the strengths and limitations of different schools of historical thought. (Linked 
to SLO 3.3) 

• Basic response: Traditional history focuses on leaders and events, Marxist history 
on class struggle, Annales on long-term structures, and cultural history on beliefs 
and traditions. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may extend this by comparing how 
these schools complement each other, showing that no single approach captures 
the full complexity of history. 

Answers to the Concept Check Questions  

Objective Questions 

1. Historical writing is the process of recording, interpreting, and presenting accounts of 
the past based on evidence. 

2. The chronological approach organises history by time. 

3. The Marxist school interprets history through class struggle and economic systems. 

Short-Answer Questions 

4. The thematic approach differs from the chronological approach because it focuses on 
themes (such as politics, religion, or trade) across different times and places, rather than 
presenting events strictly in order. 

5. One ethical responsibility of historians is to present accounts truthfully and 
respectfully, ensuring accuracy and sensitivity, especially when dealing with marginalised 
voices or traumatic events. 
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Long-Answer Questions 

6. Analyse the role of narrative in historical writing 

• Basic response: Narrative organises facts into coherent accounts, connects 
causes and consequences, and makes history accessible and engaging. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also explain how narrative 
can introduce bias, how historians balance narrative with accuracy, and how 
narrative shapes collective memory and identity. 

7. Evaluate the strengths and limitations of different schools of historical thought 

• Basic response: 

• Traditional/positivist history focuses on leaders and events. 

• Marxist history highlights class struggle and economic systems. 

• Annales school emphasises long-term structures like geography and 
demography. 

• Cultural history explores beliefs, traditions, and symbols. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may extend this by showing how 
these schools complement each other—for example, combining social history 
with cultural history to capture everyday life and symbolic meaning—and by 
noting that no single approach fully explains the complexity of the past. 

 

Answers to Pilot Questions 3 

Part 3.1 

1. Historical writing is the process of recording, interpreting, and presenting accounts of 
the past based on evidence. 

2. History differs from literature and storytelling because it is grounded in evidence and 
factual analysis. 

3. Narrative organises facts and evidence into coherent accounts. 

4. Example: Narratives of independence movements highlight struggles and achievements. 

5. Historians must balance narrative with accuracy. 

Part 3.2 

1. The chronological approach organises history by time; it is useful for showing cause-and-
effect. 

2. The thematic approach focuses on themes rather than strict timelines. 
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3. Example: Trade, politics, religion, or culture. 

4. The comparative approach examines similarities and differences between societies or 
events. 

5. Example: Comparing revolutions in France and America. 

Part 3.3 

1. The traditional/positivist school emphasises factual accuracy, chronology, and political 
events. 

2. Marxist history interprets events through class struggle and economic systems. 

3. Social history focuses on ordinary people and everyday life. 

4. The Annales school emphasises long-term structures such as geography and climate. 

5. Example: Studying rituals, art, or traditions in cultural history. 

Part 3.4 

1. Bias is when historians allow personal opinions or perspectives to influence accounts. 

2. Evidence gaps are a challenge because records may be incomplete or missing. 

3. Historians should interpret carefully, using multiple sources to avoid distortion. 

4. Ethical responsibilities include presenting accounts truthfully and respecting sources. 

5. Example: Writing about genocides requires sensitivity to victims and survivors. 

References and Attributions 3 

• Suggested OER sources: 

• Diagram components historical writing (search string: “OER diagram components 
historical writing”). 

• Image history vs literature (search string: “OER image history vs literature”). 

• Diagram chronological approach history (search string: “OER diagram 
chronological approach history”). 

• Image thematic approach history (search string: “OER image thematic approach 
history”). 

• Diagram traditional positivist history (search string: “OER diagram traditional 
positivist history”). 

• Image Marxist social history (search string: “OER image Marxist social history”). 

• OER examples Annales cultural history (search string: “OER examples Annales 
cultural history”). 
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• Diagram bias historical writing (search string: “OER diagram bias historical 
writing”). 

• Image evidence gaps history (search string: “OER image evidence gaps history”). 

• OER ethical responsibilities historians (search string: “OER ethical responsibilities 
historians”). 

 

 

•  Course code: HIS 101 

•  Course title: Introduction to History 

•  Course credit load: 3 

 

Series 4: Sources of History: Primary and Secondary 

Series Outline 
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Introduction  

Historical sources are the foundation of historical study. They provide the evidence upon which 
historians build interpretations, narratives, and conclusions about the past. Without sources, 
history would be speculation rather than a discipline grounded in evidence. This Series focuses 
on the types of sources available to historians, how they are classified, and the methods used 
to evaluate and apply them. 

The aim of this Series is to help you understand the distinction between primary and secondary 
sources, recognise their strengths and limitations, and develop skills in evaluating and using 
them responsibly. You will explore written documents, artefacts, oral traditions, textbooks, 
scholarly works, and digital resources. You will also learn about source criticism, corroboration, 
and ethical use of evidence. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs)  

By the end of this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 4.1 define historical sources and distinguish between primary and secondary 
sources. 

• SLO 4.2 identify different types of primary sources (written documents, artefacts, oral 
traditions) and explain their uses. 

• SLO 4.3 describe examples of secondary sources (textbooks, scholarly works, 
biographies, media) and evaluate their role in historical study. 

• SLO 4.4 apply methods of source criticism, corroboration, and ethical use to assess the 
reliability of sources. 

 

4.1 Understanding Historical Sources 

4.1.1 Definition and importance of sources 

Historical sources are materials that provide evidence about the past. They are the foundation 
of historical study, enabling historians to reconstruct events, analyse causes, and interpret 
meanings. Without sources, history would be speculation rather than evidence-based inquiry. 

Fill in the blank: Historical ______ are materials that provide evidence about the past. 
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] Diagram showing types of historical sources (documents, artefacts, oral traditions, secondary 
works). Figure 4.1: Types of historical sources  

4.1.2 Distinguishing primary and secondary sources 

Primary sources are original materials created at the time of an event, such as letters, diaries, 
artefacts, or eyewitness accounts. Secondary sources are interpretations or analyses based on 
primary sources, such as textbooks, scholarly articles, or biographies. Both are essential: 
primary sources provide raw evidence, while secondary sources offer context and 
interpretation. 

Fill in the blank: ______ sources are original materials created at the time of an event. 

[Insert plate here] Image of a historian examining a diary alongside a textbook. Plate 4.1: 
Primary vs secondary sources  

4.1.3 Reliability and limitations of sources 

Not all sources are equally reliable. Primary sources may be biased or incomplete, while 
secondary sources may reflect the author’s interpretation. Historians must evaluate sources 
critically, considering authenticity, perspective, and context. For example, a political speech 
may reveal attitudes of the time but also exaggerate achievements. 

Fill in the blank: Historians must evaluate sources ______, considering authenticity, 
perspective, and context. 
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Box 4.1: Factors affecting reliability of sources 

• Authenticity (is the source genuine?) 

• Perspective (whose viewpoint is represented?) 

• Context (what circumstances shaped the source?) 

• Completeness (is information missing or selective?) AI prompt suggestion: “Generate a 
text box summarising factors affecting reliability of sources.” Search string: “OER 
evaluating reliability historical sources” 

Pilot questions 4.1 

1. What are historical sources? 

2. Distinguish between primary and secondary sources. 

3. Give one example of a primary source and one of a secondary source. 

4. Why must historians evaluate sources critically? 

5. What factors affect the reliability of sources? 

 

4.2 Primary Sources in History 

4.2.1 Written documents 

Written documents are among the most common primary sources. They include letters, 
diaries, official records, treaties, newspapers, and manuscripts created at the time of an event. 
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These sources provide direct evidence of people’s thoughts, decisions, and experiences. For 
example, Anne Frank’s diary offers a personal account of life during the Holocaust. 

Fill in the blank: Letters, diaries, and official records are examples of ______ sources. 

Diagram showing examples of written primary sources (letters, diaries, treaties, newspapers). 
Figure 4.2: Written primary sources  

4.2.2 Material artefacts 

Material artefacts are physical objects from the past, such as tools, clothing, buildings, 
artworks, and coins. They provide evidence of technology, culture, and everyday life. For 
instance, ancient pottery reveals information about trade, diet, and artistic styles. 

Fill in the blank: Tools, clothing, and artworks are examples of ______ artefacts used as primary 
sources. 
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Image of ancient pottery and tools displayed in a museum. Plate 4.2: Material artefacts as 
primary sources  

4.2.3 Oral traditions and eyewitness accounts 

Oral traditions include stories, songs, and legends passed down through generations, while 
eyewitness accounts are testimonies from people who directly experienced events. These 
sources are especially important in societies with limited written records. For example, African 
oral traditions preserve histories of kingdoms and migrations. 

Fill in the blank: Stories, songs, and legends passed down through generations are examples of 
______ traditions. 
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Box 4.2: Examples of oral traditions and eyewitness accounts 

• Folktales and legends. 

• Songs and chants. 

• Testimonies of survivors. 

• Speeches and interviews.  

Pilot questions 4.2 

1. What are written documents, and why are they important as primary sources? 

2. Give two examples of material artefacts used in history. 

3. How do oral traditions preserve history? 

4. What is the difference between oral traditions and eyewitness accounts? 

5. Provide one example of a primary source from your local history. 

 

4.3 Secondary Sources in History 

4.3.1 Textbooks and scholarly articles 

Textbooks and scholarly articles are common secondary sources. They summarise, interpret, 
and explain information from primary sources. Textbooks are designed for teaching, while 
scholarly articles present specialised research. For example, a textbook on African history may 
summarise colonial events, while a journal article might analyse a specific treaty. 
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Fill in the blank: Textbooks and scholarly articles are examples of ______ sources. 

Diagram showing secondary sources: textbooks, scholarly articles, biographies, media. Figure 
4.3: Types of secondary sources  

4.3.2 Biographies and historical interpretations 

Biographies are accounts of individuals’ lives, often based on primary evidence but shaped by 
the author’s interpretation. Historical interpretations include works that analyse events, 
movements, or societies, offering perspectives beyond raw evidence. For example, a biography 
of Nelson Mandela interprets his life and impact, while a historian’s book on apartheid analyses 
broader social and political contexts. 

Fill in the blank: ______ are accounts of individuals’ lives, often shaped by the author’s 
interpretation. 
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Image of a historian writing a biography with reference materials. Plate 4.3: Biographies and 
historical interpretations  

4.3.3 Media and digital resources 

Modern historians also use media and digital resources as secondary sources. These include 
documentaries, websites, podcasts, and online databases. While they make history more 
accessible, they must be evaluated carefully for accuracy and bias. For example, a documentary 
on World War II may provide valuable insights but could emphasise certain perspectives over 
others. 

Fill in the blank: Documentaries, websites, and podcasts are examples of ______ resources used 
as secondary sources. 
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Box 4.3: Examples of media and digital resources 

• Documentaries and films. 

• Educational websites. 

• Podcasts and blogs. 

• Online databases and archives.  

 

Pilot questions 4.3 

1. What is the difference between textbooks and scholarly articles? 

2. How do biographies serve as secondary sources? 

3. Give one example of a historical interpretation. 

4. What are media and digital resources, and why must they be evaluated carefully? 

5. Provide one example of a secondary source you have used in your studies. 

 

4.4 Evaluating and Using Sources 

4.4.1 Source criticism and authenticity 

Source criticism is the process of examining a source to determine its authenticity, reliability, 
and usefulness. Historians ask questions such as: Who created the source? When and why was 
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it created? Is it genuine or forged? For example, verifying the authenticity of medieval 
manuscripts ensures they are not later copies or fabrications. 

Fill in the blank: ______ criticism is the process of examining a source to determine its 
authenticity, reliability, and usefulness. 

Diagram showing steps in source criticism (authenticity, reliability, usefulness). Figure 4.4: Steps 
in source criticism  

4.4.2 Cross-checking and corroboration 

Historians rarely rely on a single source. Cross-checking involves comparing multiple sources to 
confirm accuracy, while corroboration means finding supporting evidence across different 
types of sources. For example, a political speech may be corroborated by newspaper reports, 
diaries, and government records. 

Fill in the blank: ______ involves comparing multiple sources to confirm accuracy. 
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Image of a historian comparing different documents side by side. Plate 4.4: Cross-checking and 
corroboration  

4.4.3 Ethical use of sources 

Historians have an ethical duty to use sources responsibly. This includes acknowledging sources, 
avoiding plagiarism, respecting sensitive materials, and not distorting evidence. For example, 
using testimonies of survivors of conflict requires sensitivity and respect. 

Fill in the blank: Historians have an ethical duty to use sources ______. 
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Box 4.4: Ethical use of sources 

• Acknowledge sources properly. 

• Avoid plagiarism. 

• Respect sensitive materials. 

• Present evidence truthfully.  

Pilot questions 4.4 

1. What is source criticism? 

2. Why is authenticity important in evaluating sources? 

3. What is the difference between cross-checking and corroboration? 

4. Why should historians avoid relying on a single source? 

5. List two ethical responsibilities in using sources. 

 

Series 4 Summary 

This Series explored Sources of History: Primary and Secondary, emphasising the foundation of 
historical study. We began by defining sources and distinguishing between primary and 
secondary types. We then examined primary sources such as written documents, material 
artefacts, and oral traditions. Next, we studied secondary sources including textbooks, scholarly 
articles, biographies, and digital media. Finally, we addressed evaluating and using sources 
through source criticism, corroboration, and ethical responsibilities. 
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By completing this Series, you should now be able to define sources, identify examples of 
primary and secondary sources, evaluate their reliability, and apply ethical methods in historical 
research. 

Glossary of Terms 

• Primary sources: Original materials created at the time of an event (letters, artefacts, 
oral accounts). 

• Secondary sources: Interpretations or analyses based on primary sources (textbooks, 
biographies, documentaries). 

• Source criticism: Examining a source to determine authenticity, reliability, and 
usefulness. 

• Cross-checking: Comparing multiple sources to confirm accuracy. 

• Corroboration: Finding supporting evidence across different sources. 

• Authenticity: Whether a source is genuine and original. 

• Oral traditions: Stories, songs, and legends passed down through generations. 

• Ethical use of sources: Using evidence responsibly, avoiding plagiarism, and respecting 
sensitive materials. 

Concept Check Questions 4 

Objective questions 

1. What are materials that provide evidence about the past called? (Linked to SLO 4.1) 

2. Which type of source includes letters, diaries, and artefacts? (Linked to SLO 4.2) 

3. Which type of source includes textbooks and scholarly articles? (Linked to SLO 4.3) 

Short-answer questions 

4. Distinguish between primary and secondary sources with one example each. (Linked to 
SLO 4.1) 

5. Why must historians evaluate sources critically? (Linked to SLO 4.4) 

Long-answer questions 

6. Analyse the strengths and limitations of primary sources. (Linked to SLO 4.2) 

• Basic response: Primary sources provide direct evidence but may be biased or 
incomplete. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also discuss authenticity issues, 
perspective limitations, and how corroboration strengthens reliability. 

7. Evaluate the role of secondary sources in historical study. (Linked to SLO 4.3) 
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• Basic response: Secondary sources interpret and explain primary evidence, 
making history accessible. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may extend this by discussing how 
secondary sources reflect historians’ perspectives, how they evolve with new 
evidence, and their importance in teaching and public understanding. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 4 

Part 4.1 

1. Historical sources are materials that provide evidence about the past. 

2. Primary sources are original materials; secondary sources are interpretations based on 
them. 

3. Example: A diary (primary) and a textbook (secondary). 

4. Historians must evaluate sources critically to avoid bias and distortion. 

5. Factors include authenticity, perspective, context, and completeness. 

Part 4.2 

1. Written documents are letters, diaries, and records; they provide direct evidence of 
thoughts and decisions. 

2. Examples: Ancient pottery and coins. 

3. Oral traditions preserve history by passing stories and songs across generations. 

4. Oral traditions are collective and passed down; eyewitness accounts are individual 
testimonies. 

5. Example: Local oral accounts of a community’s founding. 

Part 4.3 

1. Textbooks summarise for teaching; scholarly articles present specialised research. 

2. Biographies interpret individuals’ lives using evidence. 

3. Example: A historian’s book analysing the French Revolution. 

4. Media and digital resources must be evaluated carefully because they may contain bias 
or inaccuracies. 

5. Example: A documentary used in class. 

Part 4.4 

1. Source criticism is examining a source for authenticity, reliability, and usefulness. 

2. Authenticity ensures the source is genuine. 
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3. Cross-checking compares sources; corroboration finds supporting evidence. 

4. Historians avoid relying on a single source to prevent bias and error. 

5. Ethical responsibilities include acknowledging sources and avoiding plagiarism. 

References and Attributions 4 

• Suggested OER sources: 

• Diagram types historical sources (search string: “OER diagram types historical 
sources”). 

• Image primary vs secondary sources history (search string: “OER image primary 
vs secondary sources history”). 

• OER diagram written primary sources history. 

• OER image material artefacts history. 

• OER examples oral traditions eyewitness accounts history. 

• OER diagram secondary sources history. 

• OER image biography historical interpretation. 

• OER examples media digital resources history. 

• OER diagram source criticism history. 

• OER image cross-checking corroboration history. 

• OER ethical use historical sources. 

 

 

•  Course code: HIS 101 

•  Course title: Introduction to History 

•  Course credit load: 3 

 

Series 5: Academic Integrity, Research Skills, and Ethics 

Series Outline 

• Part 5.1: Academic Integrity in Historical Research 

• Sub-Part 5.1.1: Meaning and importance of academic integrity 

• Sub-Part 5.1.2: Plagiarism and how to avoid it 
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• Sub-Part 5.1.3: Proper citation and referencing practices 

• Part 5.2: Research Skills for Historians 

• Sub-Part 5.2.1: Identifying research questions and objectives 

• Sub-Part 5.2.2: Locating and accessing sources (libraries, archives, digital 
databases) 

• Sub-Part 5.2.3: Organising and managing research data 

• Part 5.3: Ethical Responsibilities in Historical Research 

• Sub-Part 5.3.1: Respecting sensitive materials and voices 

• Sub-Part 5.3.2: Avoiding distortion and misrepresentation 

• Sub-Part 5.3.3: Balancing public interest with scholarly responsibility 

• Part 5.4: Applying Integrity and Ethics in Practice 

• Sub-Part 5.4.1: Case studies of ethical dilemmas in history 

• Sub-Part 5.4.2: Best practices for responsible research and writing 

• Sub-Part 5.4.3: Building a culture of integrity in academic work 

 

Introduction  

Academic integrity is the cornerstone of scholarly work. In historical research, it ensures that 
evidence is used responsibly, interpretations are presented truthfully, and credit is given to 
original sources. Without integrity, research loses credibility and risks misinforming society. 

This Series focuses on the principles of academic integrity, the development of research skills, 
and the importance of ethics in historical study. You will learn how to avoid plagiarism, cite 
sources correctly, and respect sensitive materials. You will also explore practical research skills 
such as identifying research questions, locating sources, and managing data. Finally, you will 
examine ethical responsibilities, including case studies of dilemmas historians face and best 
practices for responsible scholarship. 

 

Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs)  

By the end of this Series, you should be able to: 

• SLO 5.1 explain the meaning and importance of academic integrity in historical research. 

• SLO 5.2 identify forms of plagiarism and demonstrate strategies to avoid it. 

• SLO 5.3 apply proper citation and referencing practices in academic writing. 



 

 LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS 

• SLO 5.4 formulate clear research questions and locate relevant sources using libraries, 
archives, and digital databases. 

• SLO 5.5 organise and manage research data effectively for historical study. 

• SLO 5.6 evaluate ethical responsibilities in historical research, including respect for 
sensitive materials and avoidance of distortion. 

• SLO 5.7 practise integrity and ethics by applying best practices in responsible research 
and writing. 

 

5.1 Academic Integrity in Historical Research 

5.1.1 Meaning and importance of academic integrity 

Academic integrity refers to honesty, fairness, and responsibility in scholarly work. It ensures 
that research is credible, trustworthy, and respectful of intellectual contributions. In history, 
integrity means presenting evidence truthfully, acknowledging sources, and avoiding 
misrepresentation. Without integrity, historical research risks becoming biased or misleading. 

Fill in the blank: Academic ______ refers to honesty, fairness, and responsibility in scholarly 
work. 

Diagram showing pillars of academic integrity (honesty, fairness, responsibility, respect). Figure 
5.1: Pillars of academic integrity  

5.1.2 Plagiarism and how to avoid it 

Plagiarism is using someone else’s work or ideas without proper acknowledgment. It 
undermines credibility and violates ethical standards. To avoid plagiarism, historians must cite 
sources correctly, paraphrase responsibly, and use quotation marks for direct references. For 
example, copying a historian’s interpretation without citation is plagiarism. 

Fill in the blank: ______ is using someone else’s work or ideas without proper acknowledgment. 

Image of a student writing with citation notes beside them. Plate 5.1: Avoiding plagiarism in 
academic work  

5.1.3 Proper citation and referencing practices 

Proper citation and referencing give credit to original authors and allow readers to verify 
information. Historians use styles such as APA, MLA, or Chicago to cite books, articles, and 
documents. Accurate referencing strengthens credibility and prevents plagiarism. For example, 
citing a diary entry in footnotes ensures transparency. 

Fill in the blank: Proper ______ and referencing give credit to original authors and allow readers 
to verify information. 

Box 5.1: Citation practices in history 

• Use recognised citation styles (APA, MLA, Chicago). 
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• Include author, title, date, and source details. 

• Use footnotes or endnotes for historical documents. 

• Provide a bibliography or reference list.  

 

 

Pilot questions 5.1 

1. What is academic integrity? 

2. Why is academic integrity important in historical research? 

3. What is plagiarism, and how can it be avoided? 

4. Why are citation and referencing practices necessary? 

5. Give one example of a citation style used in history. 

 

5.2 Research Skills for Historians 

5.2.1 Identifying research questions and objectives 

Strong historical research begins with clear research questions and objectives. A good question 
is specific, focused, and answerable using available sources. For example, instead of asking 
“What happened in World War II?”, a sharper question would be “How did propaganda 
influence civilian morale in Britain during World War II?” 

Fill in the blank: Strong historical research begins with clear research ______ and objectives. 

Diagram showing steps in framing research questions (broad topic → focused question → 
objectives). Figure 5.2: Framing research questions  

5.2.2 Locating and accessing sources 

Historians must know how to locate and access sources in libraries, archives, and digital 
databases. Libraries provide books and journals, archives preserve manuscripts and official 
records, while digital databases offer searchable collections of documents and images. For 
example, the National Archives or JSTOR are valuable resources for historical research. 

Fill in the blank: Historians must know how to locate and access sources in libraries, ______, 
and digital databases. 

Image of a historian searching through archival documents. Plate 5.2: Locating sources in 
archives  

5.2.3 Organising and managing research data 

Effective research requires organising and managing data. Historians use notes, bibliographies, 
and digital tools to track sources and evidence. Organising data prevents confusion and ensures 
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accuracy. For example, using citation management software like Zotero or EndNote helps keep 
references structured. 

Fill in the blank: Effective research requires organising and managing ______. 

Box 5.2: Tools for managing research data 

• Note-taking systems (digital or paper). 

• Citation management software (Zotero, EndNote). 

• Research logs and bibliographies. 

• Digital folders for documents and images.  

 

 

 

Pilot questions 5.2 

1. Why are clear research questions important in historical study? 

2. Give one example of a focused research question. 

3. Where can historians access sources for research? 

4. What is the role of archives in historical research? 

5. Name one tool used to organise and manage research data. 

 

5.3 Ethical Responsibilities in Historical Research 

5.3.1 Respecting sensitive materials and voices 

Historians often work with sources that involve trauma, conflict, or marginalised voices. Ethical 
responsibility requires respecting sensitive materials, treating testimonies with dignity, and 
avoiding exploitation. For example, survivor accounts of genocide must be handled with care, 
ensuring victims are not misrepresented or trivialised. 

Fill in the blank: Ethical responsibility requires respecting ______ materials and treating 
testimonies with dignity. 

Diagram showing ethical responsibilities: respect, sensitivity, dignity, accuracy. Figure 5.3: 
Ethical responsibilities in historical research  

5.3.2 Avoiding distortion and misrepresentation 

Historians must avoid distortion (altering facts) and misrepresentation (presenting evidence 
inaccurately). This means interpreting sources faithfully and acknowledging limitations. For 
example, quoting a speech selectively to change its meaning is unethical. 
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Fill in the blank: Historians must avoid distortion and ______ when interpreting sources. 

Image of a historian carefully analysing documents to avoid distortion. Plate 5.3: Avoiding 
distortion in historical research  

5.3.3 Balancing public interest with scholarly responsibility 

Historians often face dilemmas between public interest (making history accessible) and 
scholarly responsibility (ensuring accuracy). Ethical practice requires balancing these goals—
sharing history widely while maintaining truthfulness. For example, documentaries must 
simplify complex events without sacrificing accuracy. 

Fill in the blank: Ethical practice requires balancing public interest with ______ responsibility. 

Box 5.3: Balancing public interest and scholarly responsibility 

• Make history accessible to wider audiences. 

• Maintain accuracy and truthfulness. 

• Avoid sensationalism. 

• Present evidence responsibly. Pilot questions 5.3 

1. Why must historians respect sensitive materials? 

2. What is distortion in historical research? 

3. Give one example of misrepresentation of evidence. 

4. How can historians balance public interest with scholarly responsibility? 

5. List two ethical responsibilities in historical research. 

 

5.4 Applying Integrity and Ethics in Practice 

5.4.1 Case studies of ethical dilemmas in history 

Historians often face ethical dilemmas when dealing with sensitive evidence. For example, 
publishing private letters of historical figures may reveal valuable insights but also invade 
privacy. Another case is interpreting colonial records that may contain biased or derogatory 
language. These dilemmas highlight the need for careful judgment. 

Fill in the blank: Historians often face ethical ______ when dealing with sensitive evidence. 

Diagram showing examples of ethical dilemmas (privacy, bias, sensitivity, interpretation). Figure 
5.4: Ethical dilemmas in historical research  

5.4.2 Best practices for responsible research and writing 

Responsible research requires following best practices such as accurate citation, respectful use 
of sources, and transparent interpretation. Historians should avoid sensationalism, 
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acknowledge limitations, and present balanced accounts. For example, when writing about 
conflict, they must represent multiple perspectives fairly. 

Fill in the blank: Responsible research requires following best ______ such as accurate citation 
and respectful use of sources. 

Image of a student writing with books and citation notes, symbolising responsible research. 
Plate 5.4: Best practices in responsible research  

5.4.3 Building a culture of integrity in academic work 

Beyond individual responsibility, institutions and communities must foster a culture of 
integrity. This includes promoting honesty, providing training on citation, and encouraging 
ethical reflection. A culture of integrity ensures that research contributes positively to 
knowledge and society. 

Fill in the blank: Institutions must foster a culture of ______ to ensure research contributes 
positively to knowledge and society. 

Box 5.4: Building a culture of integrity 

• Promote honesty and fairness. 

• Provide training on citation and ethics. 

• Encourage reflection on ethical dilemmas. 

• Reward responsible scholarship.  

Pilot questions 5.4 

1. What is an ethical dilemma in historical research? 

2. Give one example of a case study involving privacy concerns. 

3. What are best practices for responsible research and writing? 

4. Why should historians avoid sensationalism? 

5. How can institutions build a culture of integrity? 

 

Series 5 Summary 

This Series examined Academic Integrity, Research Skills, and Ethics, which are essential pillars 
of credible historical scholarship. We began by defining academic integrity, exploring 
plagiarism, and learning proper citation practices. We then developed research skills such as 
framing questions, locating sources, and managing data. Next, we studied ethical 
responsibilities, including respecting sensitive materials, avoiding distortion, and balancing 
public interest with scholarly responsibility. Finally, we applied these principles through case 
studies, best practices, and building a culture of integrity. 
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By completing this Series, you should now be able to uphold academic integrity, conduct 
research responsibly, and apply ethical principles in historical study. 

Glossary of Terms 

• Academic integrity: Honesty, fairness, and responsibility in scholarly work. 

• Plagiarism: Using someone else’s work or ideas without proper acknowledgment. 

• Citation: Giving credit to original authors through recognised referencing styles. 

• Research question: A focused inquiry guiding historical investigation. 

• Archives: Collections of historical documents and records. 

• Distortion: Altering facts in a misleading way. 

• Misrepresentation: Presenting evidence inaccurately. 

• Ethical dilemma: A situation requiring careful judgment between competing 
responsibilities. 

• Best practices: Accepted methods for responsible research and writing. 

• Culture of integrity: Institutional and community commitment to honesty and ethical 
scholarship. 

Concept Check Questions 5 

Objective questions 

1. Academic integrity refers to honesty, fairness, and ______ in scholarly work. (Linked to 
SLO 5.1) 

2. Using someone else’s work without acknowledgment is called ______. (Linked to SLO 
5.2) 

3. Which citation style is commonly used in historical research? (Linked to SLO 5.3) 

Short-answer questions 

4. Why are clear research questions important in historical study? (Linked to SLO 5.4) 

5. What is distortion in historical research? (Linked to SLO 5.6) 

Long-answer questions 

6. Discuss the importance of proper citation and referencing in historical research. (Linked 
to SLO 5.3) 

• Basic response: Citation prevents plagiarism and gives credit to authors. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may also explain how citation 
strengthens credibility, allows verification, and builds scholarly trust. 
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7. Evaluate the ethical responsibilities of historians when dealing with sensitive materials. 
(Linked to SLO 5.6) 

• Basic response: Historians must respect testimonies and avoid 
misrepresentation. 

• Value-added response: Outstanding learners may extend this by discussing 
privacy concerns, cultural sensitivity, and balancing scholarly responsibility with 
public interest. 

Answers to Pilot Questions 5 

Part 5.1 

1. Academic integrity is honesty, fairness, and responsibility in scholarly work. 

2. It ensures credibility and trust in historical research. 

3. Plagiarism is using someone else’s work without acknowledgment; it can be avoided 
through citation and paraphrasing. 

4. Citation and referencing practices are necessary to give credit and allow verification. 

5. Example: Chicago style. 

Part 5.2 

1. Clear research questions provide focus and direction. 

2. Example: “How did propaganda influence civilian morale in Britain during World War 
II?” 

3. Historians access sources in libraries, archives, and digital databases. 

4. Archives preserve manuscripts and official records. 

5. Example: Zotero. 

Part 5.3 

1. Historians must respect sensitive materials to preserve dignity and avoid exploitation. 

2. Distortion is altering facts in a misleading way. 

3. Example: Selectively quoting a speech to change its meaning. 

4. By simplifying history for accessibility while maintaining accuracy. 

5. Respecting sensitive materials and avoiding misrepresentation. 

Part 5.4 

1. An ethical dilemma is a situation requiring careful judgment between competing 
responsibilities. 
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2. Example: Publishing private letters of historical figures. 

3. Best practices include accurate citation, respectful use of sources, and balanced 
interpretation. 

4. Sensationalism distorts truth and undermines credibility. 

5. Institutions can build a culture of integrity by promoting honesty, training on citation, 
and rewarding responsible scholarship. 

References and Attributions 5 

• Suggested OER sources: 

• OER diagram academic integrity history. 

• OER image plagiarism academic writing history. 

• OER citation referencing practices history. 

• OER diagram framing research questions history. 

• OER image historian archives research. 

• OER tools managing research data history. 

• OER diagram ethical responsibilities historical research. 

• OER image distortion misrepresentation history. 

• OER balancing public interest scholarly responsibility history. 

• OER diagram ethical dilemmas historical research. 

• OER image responsible research practices history. 

• OER culture of integrity academic work history. 
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