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Course code: ENG 303
Course title: Introduction to Applied Linguistics
Course credit load: 2 Units
Series 1: Foundations of Applied Linguistics and Language Structure
Series 2: Language Competence, Performance, and Error Analysis
Series 3: Acquisition of First and Second Languages
Series 4: Language Teaching, Learning, and Pedagogical Methods
Series 5: Applied Linguistics in Technology, Artificial Intelligence, and Speech Development
Proposed Outline for Series 1
Part 1 Concept and Scope of Applied Linguistics
1.1.1 Definition of Applied Linguistics (applied linguistics: the practical application of
linguistic theories to real-world problems)
1.1.2 Relationship between Linguistics and-Applied Linguistics
1.1.3 Importance of Applied Linguistics in language-related fields
Part 2 Structure of Language
1.2.1 Phonology (phonology: the study of sound systems in language)
1.2.2 Morphology (morphology: the study of word formation and structure)
1.2.3 Syntax (syntax: the study of sentence structure and rules)
1.2.4 Semantics (semantics: the study of meaning in language)
Part 3 Language Competence and Performance
1.3.1 Concept of Competence (competence: the internalised knowledge of language rules)
1.3.2 Concept of Performance (performance: the actual use of language in communication)
1.3:3 Error Analysis in Language Use
Part 4 Applied Linguistics in Technical and Pedagogical Contexts
1.4.1 Application to Computer Technology and Artificial Intelligence
1.4.2 Detection and Resolution of Speech Defects
1.4.3 Implications for Language Teaching and Pedagogy

Introduction

Language is one of the most powerful tools humans possess, shaping how we communicate, learn,
and solve problems in everyday life. Applied Linguistics provides a way of studying language not

)
L S
LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



only as a theoretical system but also as a practical resource for addressing challenges in education,
technology, and society. By beginning with the foundations of this discipline, you will be able to
appreciate its relevance to the wider course and understand how linguistic knowledge can be
applied to real-world situations.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the foundations of Applied Linguistics and language
structure, enabling you to define its scope, explain its relationship with general linguistics, and
evaluate its importance in diverse contexts.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the concept and scope of Applied Linguistics,
clarifying its definition and significance. Next, we will move on to the structure of language,
examining phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics. Following that, we will consider
language competence and performance, including how errors arise and are analysed. Finally, we
will wrap up by discussing how Applied Linguistics is used in technical and pedagogical contexts,
such as computer technology, artificial intelligence, and language teaching. This progression will
ensure you gain a solid foundation before advancing to more specialised aspects of the course.

Series Learning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be'able to:

SLO 1.1 define the concept and scope of Applied Linguistics,

SLO 1.2 explain the relationship between general Linguistics and Applied Linguistics,

SLO 1.3 describe the major components of language structure including phonology,
morphology, syntax, and semantics,

SLO 1.4 analyse the distinction between language competence and language performance,

SLO 1.5 evaluate common-errors inlanguage use through error analysis, and

SLO 1.6 apply principles of Applied Linguistics to technical and pedagogical contexts such as
computer technology, artificial intelligence, and language teaching.

1.1 Concept And'Seope OfiApplied Linguistics
1.1.1 Definition of applied linguistics

Applied Linguistics is the practical application of linguistic theories and methods to solve real-
world language problems. While general linguistics focuses on describing and explaining how
language works, applied linguistics seeks to use this knowledge in areas such as language teaching,
translation, speech therapy, and computer technology. It bridges the gap between theory and
practice, making linguistic insights useful in everyday contexts.

Fill in the blank: Applied Linguistics is the application of linguistic theories to real-
world problems.

Would you like me to explain the specific sub-fields that usually connect these two areas, such as
sociolinguistics or computational linguistics?
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Figure 1.1 Relationship between linguistics and applied linguistics
1.1.2 Relationship between linguistics and applied linguistics

Linguistics is the scientific study of language, including its structure, meaning, and use. Applied
Linguistics, on the other hand, takes the findings of linguistics and applies them to practical issues.
For example, phonological theories can be applied tospeech therapy, while syntactic theories can
inform language teaching. The two fields are closely connected, with applied linguistics relying
on the descriptive and analytical foundation provided by linguistics.

Fill in the blank: Linguistics provides the foundation upon which applied linguistics
builds practical solutions.

This comparison highlights how theoretical linguistics focuses on the internal structure and
properties of language (the "what" and "why"), while applied linguistics focuses on how
language interacts with realsworld problems like education, psychology, and social policy (the
"hOW").
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Box 1.1 Key differences between linguistics and applied linguistics

1.1.3 Importance of applied linguistics in language-related fields
o
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Applied linguistics is important because it addresses real challenges in communication, education,
and technology. For instance, it helps teachers design effective methods for language instruction,
supports the development of artificial intelligence systems that process human language, and
provides strategies for diagnosing and correcting speech defects. By engaging with applied
linguistics, learners gain tools to analyse language problems and propose practical solutions.

Fill in the blank: Applied linguistics helps teachers design effective for language
instruction.

B

Plate 1.1 Application of applied linguistics.in classroom teaching
Pilot questions 1.1

Applied Linguistics is the application of linguistic theories to real-world
problems.

What is the scientific study of language, including its structure, meaning, and use, called?

Which field applies the findings of linguistics to practical issues such as teaching and

translation?
Give one example of how phonological theories can be applied in real-world contexts.
Applied Linguistics helps teachers design effective for language instruction

1.2 Stpdetixe Ofbanguage

1.2.1 Phonology

Phonelogy is the study of the sound systems of language, focusing on how sounds are organised
and function within a particular language. It examines patterns such as stress, intonation, and
phonemes, which are the smallest units of sound that distinguish meaning. For example, the

difference between the sounds /p/ and /b/ in “pat” and “bat” changes the meaning of the words.

Fill in the blank: The smallest unit of sound that distinguishes meaning in a language is called a

-
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Figure 1.2 Phoneme organisation in English

1.2.2 Morphology

Morphology is the study of word formation and structure. It investigates how morphemes, the
smallest units of meaning, combine to formwords: For instance, the word “unhappiness” consists
of three morphemes: “un-" (prefix meaning not), “happy” (root word), and “-ness” (suffix meaning
state of). Morphology helps us understand how words are built and how they change form to
express different grammatical categories.

Fill in the blank: The smallest unit of meaning in a word is called a

in-struc-tions

Morphemes

in-struct-ion-s

o L
Etymology

Relatives: construct, destructive, structurse, chetruct

Box 1.2 Examples of morphemes in English
1.2.3 Syntax

Syntax is the study of sentence structure and the rules that govern how words combine to form
phrases and sentences. It explains why “The cat chased the mouse” is correct, while “Cat the mouse
chased” is not. Syntax provides the framework for understanding how meaning is conveyed
through word order and grammatical relationships.
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Fill in the blank: Syntax studies the rules that govern how combine to form sentences.
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Figure 1.3 Basic sentence structure in English
1.2.4 Semantics

Semantics is the study of meaning in language. It explores how wotds, phrases, and sentences
convey meaning, and how meaning can change depending on context. For example, the word
“bank” can mean a financial institution or the side of a river, depending on usage. Semantics is
crucial for understanding ambiguity, synonyms, antonyms, and the role of context in
communication.

Fill in the blank: The study of .meaning in language is called
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Plate 1.2 Semantic ambiguity in the word “bank”

-

PRilot questions 1.2

Which branch of linguistics studies the organisation of sounds within a language system?
The smallest unit of meaning in a word is called a

What aspect of language does syntax focus on?

In the sentence “The dog chased the ball”, identify the subject, verb, and object.

-
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The word “bank” can mean a financial institution or the side of a river. This illustrates which
branch of linguistics?

1.3 Language Competence And Performance
1.3.1 Concept of competence

Competence refers to the internalised knowledge of language rules that speakers possess. It is the
mental system that enables individuals to produce and understand sentences, even those they have
never heard before. Competence is abstract, focusing on what a speaker knows about their
language rather than what they actually say. For example, a native speaker of English knows
intuitively that “The boy is running” is correct, while “Boy the running 1s” is not.

Fill in the blank: Competence is the knowledge of language rules that speakers
possess.
Feature Linguistic Competence Linguistic Performance

Location | The Mind (Mental System) | The Mouth/Hands (Physical Act)

Nature Abstract and Internalized Congrete and Observable
Quality Perfect & Systematic Variable (errors, pauses, etc.)
Focus Knowledge of Rules Use of Knowledge

Figure 1.4 Competence as internalised language knowledge
1.3.2 Concept of performance

Performance refers to the actual use of language in communication. It is what speakers produce
in real situations, influenced by factors such as memory, attention, and social context. Unlike
competence, performance can be imperfect, as speakers may make mistakes, hesitate, or forget
words. For instance, someone may know the correct grammar but still produce errors when
speaking quickly.

-
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Fill in the blank: Performance is the actual of language in communication.

OH, FCR CRYING OUT
LOUP, JUST HURRY LIP
AND SAY IT/

Plate 1.3 Performance as real-world language use
1.3.3 Error analysis in language use

Error analysis is the study of mistakes made by language learners or/speakers. It helps identify
patterns of errors, their causes, and possible remedies. Errors may arise from interference between
first and second languages, incomplete knowledge of rules, or performance limitations such as
fatigue. By analysing errors, teachersiand linguists can design strategies to improve language
learning and communication.

Fill in the blank: The study of mistakes made by language learners or speakers is called

Source Description Example
s kno'\ivn as “L.anguage . A Spanish speaker saying "/
Transfer." Rules from the native .

Interference . have 20 years" (from Tengo 20
language (LT) are incorrectly aiios) instead of "I am 20."
applied to the target language (L2). ’
A/"true" error where the learner A learner saying "He goed to the

Incomplete hasn't yet acquired the specific rule store" because they haven't

Knowledge or vocabulary word in the mental learned irregular past tense verbs
system. yet.

Factors like fatigue, anxiety, or A ﬂuer.lt speaker'acsldentally "

Performance - e forgetting the -s in "He walks

. N . cognitive load that cause a "slip" in .

Limitations because they are speaking very

a rule the speaker actually knows.
fast or are nervous.

Box 1.3 Common sources of language errors

Pilot questions 1.3

-
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Competence refers to the knowledge of language rules that speakers possess.
What term describes the actual use of language in communication?

Give one example of how performance can be imperfect even when competence is intact.
The study of mistakes made by language learners or speakers is called

Name two common sources of language errors identified in error analysis.

1.4 Applied Linguistics In Technical And Pedagogical Contexts
1.4.1 Application to computer technology and artificial intelligence

Applied Linguistics plays a vital role in computer technology and Artificial Intelligence (AI). It
provides the foundation for systems that process human language, such as speech recognition
software, translation tools, and chatbots. By analysing language structure and meaning, applied
linguistics helps machines interpret and generate human-like communication. For example, Al
systems rely on syntax and semantics to understand user queries and respond appropriately.

Fill in the blank: Applied Linguistics provides the foundation for systems that process
language in technology.

Human Language Understanding - Al

Natural Corpus
Largessing Lingiustics
(NLP)

Ko APPLIED
i LINGIUSTICS

Dsychiuational Corpus
f Lingiustics

Human Language Understanding -
- Real-World Solutions
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RECONIGITION

«&

MACHINE
TRANSLATION
A=

«

o
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IMPROVED USER EXPERIENCE

A
OER

Source: Open Educational Resources

Figure 1.5 Applied linguistics in artificial intelligence
1.4.2 Detection and resolution of speech defects

Applied linguistics also contributes to identifying and resolving speech defects, which are
difficulties in producing or understanding spoken language. By studying phonology and phonetics,
specialists can detect issues such as stammering, mispronunciation, or articulation problems.

-
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Techniques derived from linguistic analysis are then used to design therapies that improve
communication skills.

Fill in the blank: Applied linguistics helps specialists detect and resolve in spoken
language.

:
g U

Plate 1.4 Speech therapy supported by applied linguistics
1.4.3 Implications for language teaching and pedagogy

Applied linguistics informs language pedagogy, which is the art and science of teaching
languages. It provides insights into effective teaching methods, curriculum design, and assessment
strategies. For example, understanding how learners acquire a second language helps teachers
choose suitable approaches, such as communicative language teaching or grammar-focused
instruction. Applied linguistics ensures that teaching methods are evidence-based and responsive
to learners’ needs.

Fill in the blank: The art and science of teaching languages is called

Method Focus Key Characteristics
Grammar- Accuracy & Emphas1§ on memorizing Vocabulary and ‘
Focused (GTM) Rules grammatical paradigms. Often involves translating
texts between the native and target languages.
. . Prioritizes the ability to communicate in real-life
P Tgative Interaction & contexts. Grammar is often taught "implicitly"
(CLT) Meaning ) g P Y

through conversation rather than isolated drills.

Students use the language to solve a specific
problem or complete a task (e.g., "Plan a trip" or
"Resolve a customer complaint").

Completion of

Task-Based (TBL) Goals

Box 1.4 Examples of language teaching methods informed by applied linguistics
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Pilot questions 1.4

Applied Linguistics provides the foundation for systems that process language in
technology.

What branch of linguistics contributes to identifying and resolving speech defects such as
stammering or mispronunciation?

Applied linguistics helps specialists detect and resolve in spoken language.

The art and science of teaching languages is called .

Name two examples of language teaching methods informed by applied linguisties.

Series Summary

This Series has introduced you to the foundations of Applied Linguistics and the structure of
language, highlighting its relevance to both theoretical study and practical application. The
purpose has been to show how linguistic knowledge can be applied to real-world contexts such as
education, technology, and communication, thereby preparing you for deeper exploration in
subsequent Series.

We began by examining the concept and scope of Applied Linguistics, followed by an exploration
of the structure of language through phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics. We then
considered the distinction between language competence and performance, including the role of
error analysis, and concluded with applications of Applied Linguistics in technical and pedagogical
contexts such as artificial intelligence;speech therapy, and language teaching. By completing this
Series, you should now be able to define Applied Linguistics, explain its relationship with general
linguistics, describe the components of language structure, analyse competence and performance,
evaluate language errors, and-apply linguistic principles to teaching and technology, as outlined in
the Series Learning Outcomes.

Glossary of Terms

Applied Linguistics: The practical application of linguistic theories and methods to solve real-
world language problems, such as teaching, translation, speech therapy, and computer
technology.

Artificial Intelligence (AI): Computer systems designed to simulate human intelligence, often
using linguistic knowledge to process and generate human language.

Competence: The internalised knowledge of language rules that speakers possess, enabling
them to produce and understand sentences correctly.

Error Analysis: The study of mistakes made by language learners or speakers, used to identify
patterns, causes, and possible remedies.

Language Pedagogy: The art and science of teaching languages, including methods,
curriculum design, and assessment strategies.

Linguistics: The scientific study of language, focusing on its structure, meaning, and use.

Morphology: The study of word formation and structure, examining how morphemes (the
smallest units of meaning) combine to form words.

o
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Performance: The actual use of language in communication, which may be influenced by
factors such as memory, attention, and social context.

Phonology: The study of the sound systems of language, including how sounds are organised
and function to distinguish meaning.

Semantics: The study of meaning in language, exploring how words, phrases, and sentences
convey meaning and how context affects interpretation.

Speech Defects: Difficulties in producing or understanding spoken language, such as
stammering or mispronunciation, which can be addressed through linguistic analysis and
therapy.

Syntax: The study of sentence structure and the rules that govern how words combine to form
meaningful sentences.

Objective Questions

Applied Linguistics is the application of linguistic theories to real-world
problems. (Linked to SLO 2.1)

Which branch of linguistics studies the organisation of sounds within a language system?
(Linked to SLO 2.3)

The study of mistakes made by language learners or speakers is called . (Linked
to SLO 2.5)

The art and science of teaching languages is called . (Linked to SLO 2.6)

Competence refers to the knowledge of language rules that speakers possess.
(Linked to SLO 2.4)

Short-Answer Questions

Explain the difference between linguistics and applied linguistics. (Linked to SLO 2.2)

Give one example of how morphology contributes to word formation. (Linked to SLO 2.3)

Identify two common sources of language errors in communication. (Linked to SLO 2.5)

Describe one way applied linguistics supports artificial intelligence systems. (Linked to SLO
2.6)

What role does semantics play in understanding ambiguity in language? (Linked to SLO 2.3)

Long-Answer Questions

Analyse the distinction between competence and performance, providing examples to illustrate
how each operates in real communication. (Linked to SLO 2.4)

Basic response: Define competence and performance, explain their differences, and
give simple examples.

Value-added response: Extend the analysis by discussing how competence and
performance interact in second language acquisition, and how performance
limitations may affect communication despite strong competence.

Evaluate the importance of applied linguistics in language teaching and pedagogy, highlighting
specific methods informed by linguistic theory. (Linked to SLO 2.6)
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Basic response: Describe how applied linguistics informs teaching methods and give
examples such as communicative language teaching.

Value-added response: Discuss how applied linguistics contributes to curriculum
design, assessment strategies, and adapting teaching methods to diverse learner
needs, including multilingual classrooms.

Discuss the role of error analysis in improving language learning outcomes. (Linked to.SL.O
2.5)

Basic response: Define error analysis, explain its purpose, and provide examples of
common learner errors.

Value-added response: Explore how error analysis can be used to design targeted
teaching interventions, and evaluate its relevance in modern contexts such as
computer-assisted language learning.

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 1]
Objective Questions

Practical

Phonology

Error analysis
Language pedagogy
Internalised

Short-Answer Questions

Linguistics studies language theoretically, while applied linguistics uses this knowledge to
solve practical problems:

Morphology combines morphemes, €.g., “un-""+ “happy” + “-ness” = “unhappiness”.

Interference between first and second languages, incomplete knowledge of rules.

It supports systems like speech recognition and translation tools.

Semantics clarifies meaning and resolves ambiguity, e.g., “bank™ as financial institution or
riverbank.

Long-Answer Questions

Basic response: Competence is internalised knowledge of language rules, while performance
is actual language use. Example: knowing correct grammar but hesitating in speech. Value-
added response: In second language acquisition, learners may have competence but
performance is limited by memory or anxiety. Competence and performance interact,
shaping communication outcomes.

Basic response: Applied linguistics informs teaching methods, e.g., communicative language
teaching. Value-added response: It also shapes curriculum design, assessment, and adapts
teaching to diverse learners, making pedagogy evidence-based and effective.

Basic response: Error analysis studies learner mistakes to identify causes and remedies.
Example: misuse of verb tense. Value-added response: It helps design targeted

-
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interventions and supports modern tools like computer-assisted learning, making teaching
more responsive to learner needs.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 1]
Part 2.1 Concept and Scope of Applied Linguistics

Practical

Linguistics

Applied Linguistics

Phonological theories can be applied in speech therapy
Methods

Part 2.2 Structure of Language

Phoneme

Morpheme

Words

Subject: The dog; Verb: chased; Object: the ball
Semantics

Part 2.3 Language Competence and Performance

Internalised

Use

Example: Knowing grammar but hesitating or making slips in speech
Error analysis

Interference between languages; incomplete knowledge of rules

Part 2.4 Applied Linguistics in Technical and Pedagogical Contexts

Human

Phonology

Speech defects

Language pedagogy

Communicative language teaching; grammar-focused instruction

References and Attributions [Series 1]

This section compiles references and attributions for the instructional content, pilot questions,
and illustrations used or suggested in Series 1: Foundations of Applied Linguistics and
Language Structure. The referencing style applied here follows a simplified APA format for
clarity and consistency.

General References
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Crystal, D. (2003). The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language (2nd ed.). Cambridge
University Press.

Fromkin, V., Rodman, R., & Hyams, N. (2018). An Introduction to Language (11th ed.).
Cengage Learning.

Yule, G. (2020). The Study of Language (7th ed.). Cambridge University Press.
Ilustrations Attributions
Figure 2.1 Relationship between linguistics and applied linguistics

Al-generated using prompt: “Generate a simple diagram showing linguistics theory
on one side and applied linguistics applications on the othet, connected by
arrows.”

Suggested OER search string: “relationship between linguistics and applied
linguistics diagram OER”.

Box 2.1 Key differences between linguistics and applied linguistics

Al-generated using prompt: “Create a simple table comparing linguistics (theoretical
study) and applied linguistics (practical application).”

Suggested OER search string: “difference between linguistics and applied linguistics
OER table”.

Plate 2.1 Application of applied linguistics in classroom teaching

Al-generated using prompt: “Generate an illustration of a teacher applying language
teaching methods in a classroom with diverse learners.”

Suggested OER search string: “applied linguistics classroom teaching OER image”.
Figure 2.2 Phoneme organisation in English

Al-generated using prompt: “Create a diagram showing phonemes grouped by vowels
and consonants in English.”

Suggested OER search string: “phoneme chart English OER diagram”.
Box 2.2 Examples of morphemes in English

Al-generated using prompt: “Create a table listing prefixes, roots, and suffixes with
examples of words.”

Suggested OER search string: “examples of morphemes in English OER table”.
Figure 2.3 Basic sentence structure in English

Al-generated using prompt: “Generate a diagram showing subject-verb-object
sentence structure in English.”

Suggested OER search string: “sentence structure diagram English OER”.
Plate 2.2 Semantic ambiguity in the word ‘bank’
o
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Al-generated using prompt: “Generate an illustration showing two meanings of the
word bank: a financial institution and a riverbank.”

Suggested OER search string: “semantic ambiguity examples OER image”.
Figure 2.4 Competence as internalised language knowledge

Al-generated using prompt: “Create a diagram showing competence as mental
knowledge of language rules, contrasted with performance.”

Suggested OER search string: “competence vs performance linguistics diagram
OER”.

Plate 2.3 Performance as real-world language use

Al-generated using prompt: “Generate an illustration of a person speaking with
pauses and hesitations to show performance.”

Suggested OER search string: “language performance communication example OER
image”.

Box 2.3 Common sources of language errors

Al-generated using prompt: “Create a table listing common sources of language
errors with examples.”

Suggested OER search string: “error analysis in language learning OER table”.
Figure 2.5 Applied linguistics in artificial intelligence

Al-generated using prompt: “Create a diagram showing applied linguistics connected
to Al applications such as speech recognition and translation.”

Suggested OER search string: “applied linguistics artificial intelligence diagram
OER”.

Plate 2.4 Speech therapy supported by applied linguistics

Al-generated using prompt: “Generate an illustration of a speech therapist helping a
child with pronunciation exercises.”

Suggested OER search string: “speech therapy applied linguistics OER image”.
Box 2.4 Examples of language teaching methods informed by applied linguistics

Al-generated using prompt: “Create a table listing language teaching methods with
short descriptions of each.”

Suggested OER search string: “language teaching methods applied linguistics OER
table”.
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Course code: ENG 303

Course title: Introduction to Applied Linguistics

Course credit load: 2 Units

Series 1: Foundations of Applied Linguistics and Language Structure

Series 2: Language Competence, Performance, and Error Analysis

Series 3: Acquisition of First and Second Languages

Series 4: Language Teaching, Learning, and Pedagogical Methods

Series 5: Applied Linguistics in Technology, Artificial Intelligence, and Speech Development

Proposed Outline for Series 2

Part 1 Language Competence
Definition of competence: Internalised knowledge of language rules.
Features of competence: Abstract, mental system, generative capacity.
Competence in first vs. second language acquisition.

Part 2 Language Performance
Definition of performance: Actual use of language in communication.
Factors influencing performance: Memory, attention, social context, fatigue.
Examples of performance limitations.

Part 3 Distinction Between Competence and Performance
Comparative analysis: How competence and performance differ.
Interrelationship: How competence supports performance, and how performance reflects

competence.

Implications for language learning and teaching.

Part 4 Error Analysis
Definition of error analysis: Study of mistakes made by learners or speakers.
Types of errors: Interlingual errors, intralingual errors, developmental errors.
Causes of errors: Interference, incomplete knowledge, performance limitations.
Role of error analysis in language pedagogy.

Part S Applications of Error Analysis

Practical uses in teaching: Designing remedial strategies, curriculum planning.
Applications in technology: Computer-assisted language learning, Al language processing.
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Case studies/examples.

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored the foundations of Applied Linguistics and examined the structure
of language through its sound systems, word formation, sentence organisation, and meaning.
Building on that foundation, this Series turns to the practical realities of how language 1s used, the
difference between what speakers know and what they actually produce, and the study of errors
that arise in communication. These themes are central to understanding both language learning
and everyday language use, making this Series highly relevant to the overall course.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with the ability to distinguish between language competence
and performance, and to apply error analysis as a tool for improving communication and language
teaching. By the end of the Series, you will be able to critically examine how language knowledge
interacts with real-world usage and how errors can be systematically studied and addressed.

We shall commence this Series by focusing on language competence, exploring its definition,
features, and role in first and second language acquisition. Next, we will move on to language
performance, considering how actual communication is shaped by various influencing factors.
Following that, we will analyse the distinction between competence and performance, highlighting
their interrelationship and implications for language learning. Subsequently, we will study error
analysis, looking at its types, causes, and significance. Finally, we will wrap up by examining
practical applications of error analysis in teaching and technology, ensuring that the Series is
rounded off with clear insights into its real-world relevance.

Series Learning Qutcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

SLO 2.1 define language competence as the internalised knowledge of language rules,

SLO 2.2 explain the key features of competence in first and second language acquisition,

SLO 2.3 describe language performance as the actual use of language in communication,

SLO 2.4 analyse the factors that influence performance such as memory, attention, and social
context,

SLO 2.5 compare competence and performance, highlighting their distinctions and
interrelationship,

SLO 2.6 define error analysis as the study of mistakes made by learners or speakers,

SLO 2.7 classify types of errors including interlingual, intralingual, and developmental errors,

SLO 2.8 evaluate the causes of language errors such as interference and incomplete
knowledge, and

SLO 2.9 apply error analysis to practical contexts in language teaching and technology.

-
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2.1 Language Competence
2.1.1 Definition of competence

Competence refers to the internalised knowledge of language rules that speakers possess. It is the
mental system that enables individuals to produce and understand sentences, even those they have
never heard before. Competence is abstract and focuses on what a speaker knows about their
language rather than what they actually say. For example, a native speaker of English knows
intuitively that “The boy is running” is correct, while “Boy the running is” is not.

Fill in the blank: Competence is the knowledge of language rules that speakers
possess.
LINGISISTIC COMPETENCE vs. PERFORMANCE
real-world filters
PERFORMANCE
COMPETENCE ACTUAL LANGUAGE USE
MENTAL KNOWLEDGE il
et A Pt
IDEAL SYSTEM
OER|

Figure 2.1 Competence as internalised language knowledge
2.1.2 Features of competence

Competence is characterised by several important features. First, it is systematic, meaning that
speakers have anorganised set of rules in their minds. Second, it is generative, allowing speakers
to create and understand new sentences they have never encountered before. Third, competence is
stable, remaining consistent even when performance varies due to external factors such as fatigue
or distraction.

Fill in the blank: Competence is , which means speakers can create and understand
new sentences.

-
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Feature Description Example
Competence is governed by a Knowing that adjectives usually
. complex system of rules (phonology, . .
Systematic precede nouns in English (e.g.,
syntax, etc.) that work together "blue sky" vs. "sky blue")
predictably. ' '
The ability to produce and understand Creating a sentence like "7he neon
Generative | " infinite number of unique penguin danced on the holegraphic
sentences that have never been heard moon" and having it be
before. grammatically valid.
Once a language is fully acquired, the You do not "forget" how to
underlying mental system remains structure a sentence just because
Stable . . .
consistent, regardless of external you are tired, even if your speech
conditions like mood or health. becomes slurred.

Box 2.1 Key features of language competence

2.1.3 Competence in first and second language acquisition

Competence plays a central role in both first and second language acquisition. In first language
acquisition, children gradually build competence as they internalise the rules of their native
language. In second language acquisition, learners develop competence by acquiring new rules,
often influenced by their existing'knowledge of the first language. While competence in a first
language tends to be complete and intuitive, competence in a second language may be partial or
developing, depending on exposure and practice.

Fill in the blank: In second language acquisition, competence is often influenced by the learner’s
language.

-
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LANGUAGE ACQUISITION: CHILD vs. ADULT

FIRST LANGUAGE ACQUISIATION (L1): CHILD SECOND LAGUAGE ACQUISATION (L2: ADULT
IMPLICIT, NATURALISTIC, CRITICAL PERIOD EXPLICIT, GUIDED, COGNITIVE EFFORT

¢BOER

Plate 2.1 Competence in first and second language acquisition
Pilot questions 2.1

Competence refers to the knowledge of language rules that speakers possess.
What feature of competence allows speakers to create and understand new sentences they have
never heard before?
List two key features of competence that make it systematic and stable.
In first language acquisition, how do children gradually build competence?
In second language acquisition, competence. is often influenced by the learner’s
language.

2.2 Language Performance
2.2.1 Definition of performance

Performance refers to the actual use of language in communication. Unlike competence, which
is the internalised knowledge of rules, performance is what speakers produce in real situations. It
includes speaking, writing, listening, and reading, and is influenced by external factors such as
memory, attention, and social context. For example, someone may know the correct grammar but
still make mistakes when speaking quickly or under pressure.

Fill in the blank: Performance is the actual of language in communication.

-
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LINGUISTIC PERFORMANCE

ACTUAL LANGUAGE USE, ERRORS & PAUSES, CONEXTUAL FACTORS

Plate 2.2 Performance as real-world language use
2.2.2 Factors influencing performance

Performance is shaped by several factors. Memory affects how well speakers recall words and
structures. Attention influences how accurately they follow rules while communicating. Social
context determines the appropriateness of language use, such as formal versus informal speech.
Fatigue or anxiety may also cause slips; hesitations, or errors. These factors explain why
performance can vary even when competence remains stable.

Fill in the blank: Performance may vary due to external factors such as or anxiety.
Factor Deseription Impact on Speech
The ability te retrieve vocabulary and "Tip-of-the-tongue" moments or
Memory grammar structures from long-term forgetting the end of a long
storage in real-time. sentence.

The level of focus directed toward the . . .
Missed social cues or grammatical

Attention conversation or the mechanics of . AP
: slips when multitasking.
speaking.
. . . L Code-switching or choosin
Social The environment, relationship with the & &
. : o more/less formal structures based
Context listener, and formality of the situation.

on the setting.

: . I "uhms," sl h
Physical or mental exhaustion that nereased "uhms, " slurred specch,

Fatigue . . and more frequent grammatical
slows down cognitive processing.
errors.
o
K
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Factor

Description

Impact on Speech

Anxiety

Stress or "Foreign Language Anxiety"
that creates a cognitive "filter" or

Hesitation, rapid speech, or a total
temporary inability to produce

block. known words.

Box 2.2 Factors influencing language performance
2.2.3 Examples of performance limitations

Performance limitations are common in everyday communication. Speakers may hesitate, repeat
words, or make slips of the tongue. For instance, someone might say “I goed to the shop” instead
of “I went to the shop” due to performance pressure. These limitations do not méan the speaker
lacks competence; rather, they reflect the challenges of producing language in real time.

Fill in the blank: Saying “I goed to the shop” instead of “I went to the shop” is an example of a
limitation.

LINGIUSTIC COMPETENCE vs. PERFORMANCE

STABLE KNOWLEDGE vs. VARIABLE OUTPUT

COMPETENCE: STABLE
MENTAL KNOWLEDGE

PERFORMANCE: VARIABLE
ORAL/WRITTEN OUTPUT

REALIZATION

IDEAL SYSTEM real-world
UNIVERSAL filters
GRAMMAR fatigue

PERFECT RULES distractions

aniety

ACTUAL LANGUAGE USE
ERRORS & PAUSES
CONEXTUAL FACTORS

Figure 2.2 Competence versus performance in language use
Pilot questions 2.2

Performance is the actual of language in communication.

Name two external factors that can influence language performance.

How does social context affect the way language is used in communication?
Performance may vary due to external factors such as or anxiety.
Saying “I goed to the shop” instead of “I went to the shop” is an example of a

limitation.
)
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2.3 Distinction Between Competence And Performance
2.3.1 Comparative analysis

Competence and performance are closely related but distinct concepts. Competence is the
internalised system of language rules, while performance is the actual use of language in
communication. Competence is stable and systematic, whereas performance can vary depending
on external factors such as fatigue, memory, or social context. For example, a speaker may know
the correct grammar (competence) but still produce a slip of the tongue (performance).

Fill in the blank: Competence is , while performance can vary depending on external
factors.

LINGIUSTIC COMPETENCE vs. PERFORMANCE

STABLE KNOWLEDGE vs. VARIABLE QUTPUT

COMPETENCE: STABLE PERFORMANCE: VARIABLE
MENTAL KNOWLEDGE ORAL/WRITTEN OUTPUT

REALIZATION

real-world
fillers
fatigue
distractions

anxlety

IDEAL SYSTEM
UNIVERSAL ACTUAL LANGUABE USE
ERRORS & PAUSES

CONEXTUAL FACTORS

GRAMMAR
PERFECT RULES

Figure 2.3 Comparative analysis of competence and performance
2.3.2 Interrelationship

Although competence and performance are distinct, they are interrelated. Competence provides
the foundation for performance, while performance reflects competence in action. Without
competence, performance would lack structure and accuracy. At the same time, performance
demonstrates how competence is applied in real communication. This relationship explains why
linguists study both concepts together to understand language behaviour.

Fill in the blank: Performance reflects competence in

-

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



COMPETENCE VS. PERFORMANCE:
LINGUSTIC EXAMPLES

COMPETENCE PERFORMANCE
(Knowledge) (Application)
* Implicit knowledge of language * Actual language use in concrete
rules. situations.
* Mental grammar (syntax, sementogy). * Spoken or written output
Ability of form form gramimtally correct i .
sentences. « Influenced by factors like fatigue,

distractions, memor|liations, and anxiety.

~ Hnderstanding of nafive speakars: * May contain errors (slips the the tongue,

hesetations.

Examples: Examples:

* Knowing the rule for forming plurals « Accidenttly saying "gooses’ insted a
(e.g. dog > dogs). geee' due a i slip the tonge.

* Understanding that "cololess green ideep « Pausing a using filler words (“um, uh)
furiously” is synticatly correct but semantally uh) while speaking.
nonsonsisel".

* Recogrzing subject-verb agreement errors * Making a gramimical error a email

because you're tired

Source: LINGINSTICS 101

Box 2.3 Interrelationship between competence and performance
2.3.3 Implications for language learning and teaching

The distinction between competence and performance has important implications for language
learning and teaching. Teachers must recognise that learners may have competence but struggle
with performance due to anxiety, limited practice, or social pressures. Effective pedagogy should
therefore aim to strengthen both.competence (through grammar and vocabulary instruction) and
performance (through practice, role-play, and real communication tasks).

Fill in the blank: Effective pedagogy should aim to strengthen both and performance.

1
B
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Plate 2.3 Teaching strategies addressing competence and performance
Pilot questions 2.3

Competence is , while performance can vary depending on external factors.
How does competence provide the foundation for performance?

Performance reflects competence in

Why do linguists study competence and performance together?

Effective pedagogy should aim to strengthen both and performance:

2.4 Error Analysis
2.4.1 Definition of error analysis

Error analysis is the study of mistakes made by language learners or speakers. It helps identify
patterns of errors, their causes, and possible remedies. Unlike random slips, errors often reveal
gaps in a learner’s competence or challenges in performance. By examining these errors, teachers
and linguists gain insights into how learners acquire language and where they struggle.

Fill in the blank: The study of mistakes made by language learners or speakers is called

Figure 2.4
STAGES OF ERROR ANALYSIS

@

1. ERROR
IDENTIFICATION
ns

3. ERROR
ERROR REMEDY
= Providing feedback
* Explaning corrections
- Targeted practice

rs
- Highliging errors ’

Source: LINGINSTICS 101

Figure 2.4 Stages of error analysis
2.4.2 Types of errors
Errors can be classified into several categories. Interlingual errors occur when learners transfer

rules from their first language into the second language. Intralingual errors arise from incomplete
knowledge of the second language itself, such as overgeneralising rules. Developmental errors
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are common in early stages of learning, reflecting natural processes of language acquisition.
Recognising these types helps teachers design appropriate corrective strategies.

Fill in the blank: Errors caused by transferring rules from a learner’s first language are called

CITors.

TYPES OF LANGUAGE ERRORS

LINGISTIC CLASSICIATIONS

Error Type

« INTERLINGUAL
ERRORS

Description

Errors caused by the
influence of the learner's
native language (L1) on
target language (L2)

Errors originating within
target language itself,
reflecting incomplete
learning of L2 rules

Example

« 'l have cold' (Spanish
influence)

« 'She is good driver’
(missing article from L1)

« 'goed' for ‘went’
overgeneralozation)

« 'mans for ‘men’
(irreguar plura)

« ‘foots for feet' (similar
(similar to child spech)

Errors similar to those
made by children

learning to native language,
showing natural stages of
language acquistion

* DEVELOPMENTAL

* 'No speak’
ERRORS

(simplfication)

Source: LINGISTICS 10

Box 2.4 Types of language errors
2.4.3 Causes of errors

Errors may result from several causes. Interference from the first language is a common source,
especially when structures differ between languages. Incomplete knowledge of rules can lead to
overgeneralisation or misuse. Performance limitations such as fatigue, anxiety, or distraction
may also cause etrors. Understanding these causes allows teachers to distinguish between
competence-related issues and performance-related slips.

Fill in the blank: Errors caused by fatigue or anxiety are linked to limitations.

-
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Source: LINGINSTICS 101

Plate 2.4 Causes of language errors in learners
2.4.4 Role of error analysis in language pedagogy

Error analysis plays a crucial role in language teaching: By studying learner errors, teachers can
design targeted lessons, provide corrective feedback, and adjust teaching methods. It also helps in
curriculum planning, ensuring that common problem areas are addressed systematically. In this
way, error analysis becomes a practical tool for improving both competence and performance in
learners.

Fill in the blank: Error analysis helps teachers design lessons to address learner
difficulties.

h.’l. | }
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ERROR ANALYSIS 1
1. Identification
2. Classification

tangue m L2 rules |
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+ Corrective Feedback ‘ * Assessment Focus

* Focus an Form
Refinment & Adaptoring

Source: LINGISTICS 10

Figure 2.5 Role of error analysis in language pedagogy
Pilot questions 2.4

The study of mistakes made by language learners or speakers is called

Errors caused by transferring rules from a learner’s first language are called
errors.

Name two other types of errors apart from interlingual errors.

Errors caused by fatigue ot anxiety are linked to limitations.

Error analysis helps teachers design lessons to address learner difficulties.

2.5 Applications Of Error Analysis

2.5.1 Practical uses in teaching

Error analysis is highly /valuable in classroom teaching. By studying the errors learners make,
teachers can design remedial strategies that target specific problem areas. For example, if many
learners confuse verb tenses, lessons can be adjusted to focus more on tense usage. This ensures

that teaching is responsive to learner needs rather than generic.

Fill in the blank: Studying learner errors helps teachers design strategies to address
problem areas.

-
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ERROR ANALYSIS

1. Identification
2. Classification
3. Explanation & Sources

4 3

LESSON PLANNING REMEDIAL TEACHING

« Tailored Activities « Targeted Feedback
* Material Selection * Focused Practice
» Learning Objectives * Reteaching

> &
Thement A

Source: LINGUINSTICS 1

Figure 2.6 Practical uses of error analysis in teaching
2.5.2 Applications in technology

Error analysis is not limited to classrooms. It also supports computer-assisted language learning
(CALL) and artificial intelligence (AI) systems. For instance, speech recognition software
improves by analysing common pronunciation errors, while translation tools refine accuracy by
studying grammatical mistakes. In this way, error analysis contributes to technological innovation
in language learning and communication.

Fill in the blank: Error analysis supports computer-assisted language learning and
systems.

3 | | exmon comcuanion o

Hint: Use ‘et

|
[l Q ot |
L=

Source: LINGINSTICS 103
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Plate 2.5 Error analysis in technology-supported learning
2.5.3 Case studies and examples

Case studies provide practical illustrations of how error analysis works. For example, a study of
learners of English may reveal frequent misuse of articles (“a” and “the”), leading to targeted
lessons on article usage. Another case might show consistent errors in subject-verb agreement,
prompting exercises to strengthen this area. These examples demonstrate how error analysis
bridges theory and practice.

Fill in the blank: Frequent misuse of “a” and “the” in English is an example of an error in

usage.

Error Category

Example (Learner
Output)

Description

Article Misuse

"] saw a sun in
sky."

Overuse, omission, or incorrect choice of
definite (the) vs. indefinite (a/an) articles.

Subject-Verb

"She go to school

Failure to match the verb form with the

Agreement every day." number/person of the subject.
Tense "Yesterday, I go to Using the wrong temporal marker or failing to
Confusion the market." inflect the verb for past/present/future context.

Box 2.5 Case study examples of error analysis
Pilot questions 2.5

Studying learner errors helps teachers design strategies to address problem areas.
Error analysis supports computer-assisted language learning and systems.

Give one example of how error analysis improves technology-supported learning.

Frequent misuse of “a” and “the” in English is an example of an error in usage.
How do case studies demonstrate the practical value of error analysis in language teaching?

Sexies Summary

This Series has focused on the essential concepts of language competence, performance, and error
analysis, highlighting their importance in understanding how language is acquired, used, and
taught. Its purpose has been to help you distinguish between what speakers know about their
language and how they actually use it, while also showing how the study of errors can inform both
pedagogy and technology.

-
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We began by examining language competence as the internalised system of rules, then moved on
to language performance as the actual use of language shaped by external factors. Following that,
we explored the distinction and interrelationship between competence and performance, before
considering error analysis, its types, causes, and role in teaching. Finally, we looked at practical
applications of error analysis in classrooms and technology. By completing this Series, you should
now be able to define competence and performance, analyse their differences, classify and evaluate
types of errors, and apply error analysis to real-world contexts, as outlined in the Series Learning
Outcomes.

Glossary of Terms

Competence The internalised knowledge of language rules that speakers possess, enabling them
to produce and understand sentences even if they have never heard them before.

Developmental errors Mistakes made during the early stages of language learning that reflect
natural processes of acquiring a new language.

Error analysis The study of mistakes made by learners or speakers, used to identify patterns,
causes, and remedies for improving language learning and teaching.

Fatigue A physical or mental state that can affect language performance, often leading to slips,
hesitations, or errors.

Interference The influence of a learner’s first language on their second language, which can cause
errors when rules are transferred incorrectly.

Interlingual errors Errors that occur when learners apply rules from their first language to the
second language.

Intralingual errors Errors that arise from incomplete knowledge of the second language itself,
such as overgeneralising rules.

Performance The actualuse of language in communication, including speaking, writing, listening,
and reading, which can be influenced by external factors like memory, attention, and social
context.

Performance limitations Challenges such as fatigue, anxiety, or distraction that affect how
language is used in real situations, even when competence is strong.

Remedial strategies Teaching methods designed to correct specific learner difficulties identified
through error analysis.

Social context The situation or environment in which language is used, which influences whether
speech is formal, informal, or appropriate.

)
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Systematic A feature of competence that shows language knowledge is organised into a set of
rules.

Generative A feature of competence that allows speakers to create and understand new sentences
they have never encountered before.

Objective questions

Competence refers to the knowledge of language rules that'speakers possess.
(Linked to SLO 2.1)

Which feature of competence allows speakers to create and understand new sentences? (Linked
to SLO 2.2)

Performance is the actual of language in communication. (Linked to SLO 2.3)

Errors caused by transferring rules from a learner’s first language are called
errors. (Linked to SLO 2.7)

Error analysis helps teachers design lessons to address learner difficulties.
(Linked to SLO 2.9)

Short-answer questions

Explain how fatigue or anxiety can influence language performance. (Linked to SLO 2.4)
Compare competence and performance;highlighting one key distinction. (Linked to SLO 2.5)
Identify two causes of language errors apart from interference. (Linked to SLO 2.8)

Give one example of how error analysis supports technology such as speech recognition or
translation tools. (Linked to SEO 2.9)

Long-answer questions

Analyse the interrelationship between competence and performance, and explain why linguists
study them together. (Linked to. SLO 2.5)

Basic respomse: Use Series-only knowledge to explain how competence provides the
foundation for performance and how performance reflects competence.

Value-added response: Extend the explanation by discussing how this interrelationship
influences language teaching strategies and learner assessment.

Evaluate the role of error analysis in language pedagogy, giving examples of how it can improve
teaching and curriculum design. (Linked to SLO 2.9)

Basic response: Use Series-only knowledge to explain how error analysis identifies learner
difficulties and informs remedial strategies.

Value-added response: Go further by connecting error analysis to modern applications such
as Al-driven learning platforms and adaptive teaching methods.

)
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Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 2]
Objective questions

Internalised
Generative
Use
Interlingual
Targeted

Short-answer questions

Fatigue or anxiety can reduce attention and memory, leading to slips, hesitations, or errors.
Competence is stable internalised knowledge, while performance is variable real-world use.
Incomplete knowledge of rules and performance limitations such as distraction:

By identifying common pronunciation or grammatical errors, ertor analysis helps refine speech
recognition and translation accuracy.

Long-answer questions

Basic response: Competence provides the foundation for performance, while performance
reflects competence in action. Linguists study them together to understand both the mental
system of rules and how these rules are applied in communication.

Value-added response: Beyond this, the interrelationship influences teaching strategies, as
educators must strengthen competence through grammar instruction while also enhancing
performance through practice and real-life communication tasks.

Basic response: Error analysis identifies learner difficulties, allowing teachers to design
remedial lessons and adjust teaching methods.

Value-added response: In addition, error analysis supports modern innovations such as Al-
driven learning platforms, adaptive teaching methods, and curriculum design that responds
to learner data, making pedagogy more effective and personalised.

Aunswersto,Pilot Questions [Series 2]
Part 2.1 Language Competence

Internalised

Generative

Systematic and stable

By gradually internalising the rules of their native language
First

)
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Part 2.2 Language Performance

Use

Fatigue or anxiety

Formal versus informal speech depending on situation
Fatigue

Performance limitation

Part 2.3 Distinction Between Competence and Performance

Stable

By providing the foundation for structured and accurate communication

Action

To understand both the mental system of rules and their application in communication
Competence

Part 2.4 Error Analysis

Error analysis

Interlingual

Intralingual and developmental
Performance

Targeted

Part 2.5 Applications of Error Analysis

Remedial

Artificial intelligence

By refining speech recognition or translation accuracy through analysis of common errors

Article

They show how error analysis identifies recurring learner difficulties and informs teaching
strategies

References and Attributions [Series 2]

This section compiles references and attributions for the instructional content, pilot questions,
and illustrations used or suggested in Series 2: Language Competence, Performance, and
Error Analysis. The referencing style applied here follows a simplified APA format for clarity
and consistency.

General References
Chomsky, N. (1965). Aspects of the Theory of Syntax. MIT Press.

Corder, S. P. (1974). Error Analysis: Perspectives on Second Language Acquisition. Oxford
University Press.
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Ellis, R. (2008). The Study of Second Language Acquisition (2nd ed.). Oxford University
Press.

Yule, G. (2020). The Study of Language (7th ed.). Cambridge University Press.
Ilustrations Attributions
Figure 2.1 Competence as internalised language knowledge

Al-generated using prompt: “Create a diagram showing competence as mental
knowledge of language rules, contrasted with performance.”

Suggested OER search string: “competence vs performance linguistics diagram
OER”.

Box 2.1 Key features of language competence

Al-generated using prompt: “Create a table listing features of language competence:
systematic, generative, stable, with short descriptions.”

Suggested OER search string: “features of language competence linguistics OER
table”.

Plate 2.1 Competence in first and second language acquisition

Al-generated using prompt: “Generate an illustration showing a child learning their
first language and an adult learning a second language.”

Suggested OER search string: “first vs second language acquisition linguistics OER
image”.

Plate 2.2 Performance as real-world language use

Al-generated using prompt: “Generate an illustration of a person speaking with
pauses and hesitations to show performance.”

Suggested OER search string: “language performance communication example OER
image”.

Box 2.2 Factors influencing language performance

Al-generated using prompt: “Create a table listing factors influencing language
performance with brief descriptions.”

Suggested OER search string: “factors influencing language performance linguistics
OER table”.

Figure 2.2 Competence versus performance in language use

Al-generated using prompt: “Create a diagram showing competence as stable
knowledge and performance as variable output influenced by external factors.”

Suggested OER search string: “competence vs performance examples linguistics
OER diagram”.
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Figure 2.3 Comparative analysis of competence and performance

Al-generated using prompt: “Create a diagram comparing competence as stable
knowledge and performance as variable output.”

Suggested OER search string: “competence vs performance comparative diagram
OER”.

Box 2.3 Interrelationship between competence and performance

Al-generated using prompt: “Create a table showing competence as knowledge and
performance as application, with examples.”

Suggested OER search string: “competence and performance interrelationship
linguistics OER table”.

Plate 2.3 Teaching strategies addressing competence and performance

Al-generated using prompt: “Generate an illustration of a classroom where learners
practise grammar rules and real-life communication.”

Suggested OER search string: “language teaching competence and performance OER
image”.

Figure 2.4 Stages of error analysis

Al-generated using prompt: “Create a diagram showing stages of error analysis:
identification, classification, and remedy.”

Suggested OER search string: “error analysis stages linguistics OER diagram”.
Box 2.4 Types of language errors

Al-generated using prompt: “Create a table listing types of language errors:
interlingual, intralingual, developmental, with short descriptions.”

Suggested OER search string: “types of language errors linguistics OER table”.
Plate 2.4 Causes of language errors in learners

Al-generatedusing prompt: “Generate an illustration of a student struggling with
language tasks due to fatigue or distraction.”

Suggested OER search string: “causes of language errors linguistics OER image”.
Figure 2.5 Role of error analysis in language pedagogy

Al-generated using prompt: “Create a diagram showing error analysis feeding into
teaching strategies and curriculum design.”

Suggested OER search string: “error analysis language teaching pedagogy OER
diagram”.

Figure 2.6 Practical uses of error analysis in teaching
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Al-generated using prompt: “Create a diagram showing error analysis feeding into
lesson planning and remedial teaching.”

Suggested OER search string: “error analysis language teaching strategies OER
diagram”.

Plate 2.5 Error analysis in technology-supported learning

Al-generated using prompt: “Generate an illustration of a student using a computer-
assisted language learning tool.”

Suggested OER search string: “computer-assisted language learning error analysis
OER image”.

Box 2.5 Case study examples of error analysis

Al-generated using prompt: “Create a table listing case study examples of error
analysis: article misuse, subject-verb agreement, tense confusion.”

Suggested OER search string: “error analysis case study examples linguistics OER
table”.

Course code: ENG 303
Course title: Introduction to Applied Linguistics
Course credit load: 2 Units
Series 1: Foundations of Applied Linguistics and Language Structure
Series 2: Language Competence, Performance, and Error Analysis
Series 3: Acquisition of First and Second Languages
Series 4: Language Teaching, Learning, and Pedagogical Methods
Series 5: Applied Linguistics in Technology, Artificial Intelligence, and Speech Development
Proposed Outline for Series 3
Part .1 Foundations of Language Acquisition
3.1.1 Definition and scope of language acquisition
3.1.2 Key theories of acquisition (behaviourist, innatist, interactionist)
3.1.3 Stages of first language development
Part .2 First Language Acquisition
o
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3.2.1 Early childhood language milestones
3.2.2 Role of environment and input
3.2.3 Critical period hypothesis

Part .3 Second Language Acquisition

3.3.1 Differences between first and second language acquisition
3.3.2 Factors influencing second language learning (age, motivation, exposure)
3.3.3 Interlanguage and fossilisation

Part .4 Comparative Perspectives

3.4.1 Transfer and interference between languages
3.4.2 Cognitive and social dimensions of bilingualism
3.4.3 Pedagogical implications for teaching first vs second languages

Introduction

Have you ever wondered how childrenacquire their first words so effortlessly, or why adults often
face greater challenges when learning a second language? Understanding these processes is central
to appreciating how language develops, how it is used, and how it can be taught effectively. This
Series builds on the foundation laid in-the previous exploration of competence, performance, and
error analysis, and now turns to the fascinating journey of acquiring first and second languages.

The aim of this Series is to provide you with a clear understanding of how languages are acquired,
both in childhood and later in life, and to equip you with the ability to compare these processes
while recognising their implications for teaching and learning.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the foundations of language acquisition, including
definitions, key theories, and the stages of first language development. Next, we will move on to
examine first language acquisition in detail, focusing on childhood milestones, the role of
environment, and the critical period hypothesis. Following that, we will continue with second
language acquisition, considering the differences from first language learning, the factors that
influence success, and concepts such as interlanguage and fossilisation. Finally, we will wrap up
by comparing both processes, looking at transfer and interference, bilingualism, and the
pedagogical implications for teaching.

Series L earning Outcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

SLO 3.1 define the concept of language acquisition and outline its scope, SLO 3.2 explain key
theories of language acquisition including behaviourist, innatist, and interactionist perspectives,
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SLO 3.3 describe the stages of first language development in early childhood, SLO 3.4 analyse
the role of environment and input in first language acquisition, SLO 3.5 evaluate the critical period
hypothesis in relation to first language learning, SLO 3.6 distinguish between first and second
language acquisition, SLO 3.7 identify factors influencing second language learning such as age,
motivation, and exposure, SLO 3.8 explain the concepts of interlanguage and fossilisation n
second language acquisition, SLO 3.9 analyse the effects of transfer and interference between
languages, SLO 3.10 evaluate the cognitive and social dimensions of bilingualism, and SLO 3.11
apply comparative insights from first and second language acquisition to pedagogical contexts.

3.1 Foundations Of Language Acquisition
3.1.1 Definition and scope of language acquisition

Language acquisition refers to the process by which humans gain the ability to perceive, produce,
and use words to communicate. It encompasses both first language acquisition, which occurs
naturally in childhood, and second language acquisition, which may take place later in life. The
scope of language acquisition includes understanding how learners /internalise rules, develop
vocabulary, and apply grammar in communication.

Fill in the blank: Language acquisition is the process by which humans gain the ability to
, produce, and use words to communicate.

The Scope of Language Acquisition:
A Process Model

Figure 3.1 Scope of language acquisition
3.1.2 Key theories of acquisition (behaviourist, innatist, interactionist)

Several theories attempt to explain how language is acquired. The behaviourist theory suggests
that language learning occurs through imitation, reinforcement, and habit formation. The innatist
theory argues that humans are born with an innate ability to acquire language, often referred to as

-
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a “language acquisition device.” The interactionist theory emphasises the role of social
interaction, claiming that language develops through meaningful communication with others.

Fill in the blank: The theory that emphasises the role of social interaction in language development
is called the theory.

Key o e
Theory Perspective Description
Environment- Language is a habit formed through imitation,

Behaviourist led reinforcement, and practice. Learners respond to
external stimuli.

Humans are born with a Language Acquisition Device
Innatist Biology-led (LAD) and Universal Grammar. Environment only
triggers an innate capacity.

Language develops through the interaction between
Interactionist | Socially-led innate ability and the social.environment, emphasizing
the need for communicative context.

Box 3.1 Key theories of language acquisition
3.1.3 Stages of first language development

Children acquire their first language in identifiable stages. The pre-linguistic stage involves
sounds such as crying and cooing. The babbling stage introduces repetitive syllables like “ba-ba”
or “da-da.” The one-word stage marks the use of single words to represent whole ideas. The two-
word stage follows, with simple combinations like “want milk.” Finally, the telegraphic stage
involves longer utterances that resemble sentences but omit smaller words, such as “Daddy go
work.” These stages highlight the gradual and systematic nature of first language development.

Fill in the blank: The stage where children use single words to represent whole ideas is called the
stage.

-
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STAGES OF FIRST LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

A Visual Timeline

A . d Daddy
&

1. CRYING & 2.BABBLING 3. ONE-WORD STAGE 4. TWO-WORD 5. TELEGRAPHIC
VEGETATIVE SOUNDS &C00S (HOLOPHRASTIC) STAGE SPEECH
Newborms, expressing needs 68 months, consarart-vovel 10-14 nonths, Sngle 18-24 months, single 240 mons seaterces, m

Plate 3.1 Stages of first language development
Pilot questions 3.1

Language acquisition is the process by which humans gain the ability to , produce,
and use words to communicate.

Which theory of language acquisition emphasises the role of social interaction in language
development?

The stage where children use single words to represent whole ideas is called the
stage.

Briefly explain the difference between the behaviourist and innatist theories of language
acquisition.

List the stages of first language development in the correct order.

3.2 Firstl anguage Acquisition

3.2.1 Early childhood language milestones

Children progress through predictable language milestones as they acquire their first language.
These include recognising sounds, producing babbling, forming first words, and gradually

combining words into sentences. Each milestone reflects cognitive and social development,
showing how language grows alongside other abilities such as memory and interaction.

L]
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Fill in the blank: The production of repetitive syllables such as “ba-ba” or “da-da” is known as

wderstanding the Stages of bIOQ
inguage Development in Children =

Word Combination
(2-2a months)

First Words .
(812 Menths) @
\b— v
» :
y

Sontonzo Farmatio

{23 Yoors)
\
|
und Dxploration “
\
(0-8 Mortha)

Plate 3.2 Early childhood language milestones
3.2.2 Role of environment and input

The environment plays a crucial role in first language acquisition. Children acquire language
more effectively when they are exposed to rich and meaningful input, such as conversations,
stories, and songs. Interaction with caregivers provides opportunities to practise and refine
language skills. Without sufficient input, language development may be delayed or incomplete.

Fill in the blank: Children acquire language more effectively when they are exposed to rich and
meaningful

The Role of Environment & Input in First
Language Acquisation

A Systems Diagram

Perception & Production
hession & Practice

Language Input

g +Caregiver Interaction

Perception & ~ (talking & responding) Cognitive
Comprehession »Reading Stories. Growth
(vozsbulary & narrative)

i *Dally Conversations
- (social context)

Social
Development

== Cognitive
Feedback Loop et

A

Source: LINGINSTICS 101

Figure 3.2 Role of environment and input in first language acquisition

3.2.3 Critical period hypothesis
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https://www.bloom.ky/blogs/stages-of-language-development-in-children

The critical period hypothesis suggests that there is a limited window in childhood during which
language acquisition occurs most naturally and effectively. After this period, acquiring a first
language becomes significantly more difficult. Evidence from cases of delayed exposure to
language supports this idea, showing that early years are vital for full linguistic competence.

Fill in the blank: The idea that language acquisition occurs most naturally during a limited window
in childhood is called the hypothesis.

The Critical Period Hyptohsis

A SUMMARY WITH CASE STUDY EXAMPLES

Critical Period Hypttohsis Examples of Delayed
Language Exposure
Core Idea « Genie (L1): Isolated until untid
+ Alimited developmentt phase until a ,ge 13, he learned some
(typically in the learglly in early chillhood) vocabulry but never developed full
when he brain opttimally receptive to grammar.
language input
« After this period, acquiring native-lik « Isabelle (L1): Isollated 6, he
fluency, gvammaly grammar, becomes achieved normal language
siginficantly harder. proficiency rapidly arcly after
+ Appliys both first first native language discovery

acquisition

+ Understanding that “thare rendioen . 3econd I:_"Euaglil‘eamers“-zh):
language but to retet of juate language ourner highve-like accentss than
errors. the audulath)

Source: LINGINSTICS 101

Box 3.2 Critical period hypothesis
Pilot questions 3.2

The production of repetitive syllables such as “ba-ba” or “da-da” is known as
Children acquire language more effectively when they are exposed to rich and meamngful

The idea that language acquisition occurs most naturally during a limited window in childhood
is called the hypothesis.

Briefly explain how: caregiver interaction supports first language acquisition.

List two examples of language input that can enhance a child’s first language development.

3.3:Second'Banguage Acquisition
3.3.1 Differences between first and second language acquisition
While first language acquisition occurs naturally in early childhood, second language

acquisition often takes place later and is influenced by prior linguistic knowledge. First language
learning is usually unconscious and effortless, whereas second language learning may require
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conscious effort, formal instruction, and practice. Learners of a second language often rely on their
first language as a reference, which can both help and hinder progress.

Fill in the blank: First language acquisition is usually and effortless, while second
language acquisition often requires conscious effort.

FIRST VS. SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISIPTION

A COMPARATIVE LINGTISTICS DIAGRAM

COMMUNICATION

FIRST LANGUAGE SECOND LANGUAGE
ACQUISATION ACQUISIATION
NE @ @

DIFFERENCES ; S
« Natural & Implicit - « Conscious & Explicit
4 & | Q@ Learning
« Early Exposure 4 Cad
(Infancy/Childhood) ) "« Later Exposure (Childhoon-
Adolessefve/Adduith)
« Effortless & Intutive
 Universal (Critical Period) « Variable Profficency
« FocisonMeaning (Age/Environment Factors)

* Focus of Form & Rules

Source: LINGINISTICS 103

Figure 3.3 Differences between first and second language acquisition
3.3.2 Factors influencing second language learning (age, motivation, exposure)

Several factors shape success in second language acquisition. Age is significant, as younger
learners often acquire pronunciation more easily, while older learners may excel in grammar
through conscious. study. Motivation plays a crucial role, with learners driven by personal,
academic, or professional goals oftenachieving greater success. Exposure to the language through
immersion, media, or interaction provides opportunities to practise and refine skills.

Fill in the blank: Learners who are driven by personal, academic, or professional goals are
influenced by
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Factors Influnenug Second Language Learning
Key Determiants & Their Impact

Factor Impact Description
* Younger learners often achieve Desire of integrate vsi ous
* Age higher fluency and native-like learning ans specifiic goals
pronunateus brain plasticily.  (iob/school)

« Older learners have cognitives affects effort advantages the
advantages but matiay face persistence, and thes learning
Critical Period Hyptonsis. strategies.

« Motivation * Frequency and quality for
+ Motivation  (Instrumental) interaction with targe target
(Instrumental) language (immerisses, media)
directly corrolate of proficiency
gains.

* Exposure & Input

[oeR

Source: LINGINISTICS 103

Box 3.3 Factors influencing second language learning

3.3.3 Interlanguage and fossilisation

When learning a second language, learners often develop an interlanguage, a transitional
linguistic system that combines elements of their first language with features of the target
language. This system evolves as learners gain proficiency. However, some errors may become
permanent, a phenomenon known.as fossilisation, where incorrect forms persist despite further
exposure or instruction. Recognising these processes helps teachers provide targeted support.

Fill in the blank: A transitional linguistic system combining elements of the first and target
language is called

-
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The Interlanguge Continum

A Model of Second Language Acquisition

INTERLANGUAGE
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« Learner's Developing System \ )
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Plate 3.3 Interlanguage and fossilisation in second language acquisition
Pilot questions 3.3
First language acquisition is usually and effortless, while second language
acquisition often requires conscious effort.
Learners who are driven by personal, academic, or professional goals are influenced by

A transitional linguistic system combining elements of the first and target language is called

Briefly explain the difference between interlanguage and fossilisation.
List three/factors that influence success in second language acquisition.

3.4 £omparative Perspectives
3.4.1 Transfer and interference between languages

When learning a second language, learners often rely on their first language as a reference. This
can lead to transfer, where knowledge of the first language helps in learning the second, or
interference, where differences between the two languages cause errors. For example, a learner
may correctly transfer sentence structures that are similar, but may struggle when rules differ,
leading to mistakes in grammar or pronunciation.
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Fill in the blank: When differences between two languages cause errors in learning, this is called

Language Transfer & Interreence
The Influence of L1 on L2 Learning

1 . 4

POSITIVE TRANSFER NEGATIVE INTERIEENCE

(Helpful Similarities) (Errors Due Differences)

* L1 structure aids L2
(e.g), cognates
* Faster learning

false friends
* Correct guesses (e, o * Slower pro, :ess (e., pronucation) 0
word order) 8! & 0
m Differences

mi)urw' LINGINSTICS 103

* L1 structure conflicts with L2
* Errors & mistakes (e.g,

Figure 3.4 Transfer and interference between languages
3.4.2 Cognitive and social dimensions of bilingualism

Bilingualism refers to the ability to use two languages effectively. It has both cognitive and social
dimensions. Cognitively, bilingual individuals often show enhanced problem-solving skills and
mental flexibility. Socially, bilingualism allows people to participate in multiple cultural contexts,
strengthening identity and communication. However, bilingual learners may also face challenges
such as code-switching or balancing proficiency across languages.

Fill in the blank: The ability to use two languages effectively is called

-
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HOME SCHOOL

(Family & Heritage Culture) (Community & Academic Culture)

iVen aqui, mi amor!
Let's read!

Cognitive Benefits
(ee.g), executive function,
function, empathy)  §

OER Source: LINGUINITICS 103

Plate 3.4 Cognitive and social dimensions of bilingualism
3.4.3 Pedagogical implications for teaching first vs second languages

Understanding the differences between first. and second language acquisition has clear
pedagogical implications. Teachers must recognise that first language learning is natural and
immersive, while second language learning often requires structured instruction and conscious
practice. Effective teaching strategies may include scaffolding, error correction, and creating
opportunities for meaningful communication. By applying insights from comparative
perspectives, educators can design lessons that support learners more effectively.

Fill in the blank: Effective teaching strategies for second language learners often include
scaffolding, error correction, and communication.
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Teaching Strategies: L1 vs. L2 Acquistion

Pedagorical Implications

@ First Language (L1) Second Language @}
Acquistion Acquistion
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communication practice
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aloud, singing songs vocabulary building
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« Goal: Develop innate language « Build conscious knovledge &

capacity naturally communicative competence

Box 3.4 Pedagogical implications for teaching first vs second languages
Pilot questions 3.4

When differences between two languages cause errors.in learning, this is called

The ability to use two languages effectively is called .

Effective teaching strategies for second language learners often include scaffolding, error
correction, and communication.

Briefly explain the difference between transfer and interference in language learning.

Identify one cognitive benefit and one social benefit of bilingualism.

Series Summary [Series 3: Aequisition of First and Second Languages]

This Series was designed to help you understand how humans acquire their first and second
languages, highlighting both the natural processes of childhood learning and the more complex
pathways of later language study. Its relevance lies in showing how theories, developmental stages,
and comparative perspectives inform both linguistic knowledge and practical teaching approaches.

We began by examining the foundations of language acquisition, including its definition, scope,
and major theories, before moving on to first language acquisition with a focus on milestones,
environmental input, and the critical period hypothesis. We then explored second language
acquisition, distinguishing it from first language learning, identifying key influencing factors, and
studying concepts such as interlanguage and fossilisation. Finally, we considered comparative
perspectives, analysing transfer and interference, bilingualism, and pedagogical implications. By
completing this Series, you should now be able to define and explain key concepts, describe
developmental stages, analyse influencing factors, and apply comparative insights to teaching
contexts, as outlined in the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs).

-
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Glossary of Terms [Series 3]

Babbling stage A stage in early language development where infants produce repetitive syllables
such as “ba-ba” or “da-da.”

Behaviourist theory A theory of language acquisition that explains learning as a result of
imitation, reinforcement, and habit formation.

Bilingualism The ability to use two languages effectively in communication and social interaction.

Critical period hypothesis The idea that there is a limited window in/childhood during which
language acquisition occurs most naturally and effectively.

Environment The social and physical surroundings that provide language input, such as
caregivers, stories, and songs, which influence language development.

Exposure The amount and quality of contact a learner has with a language, through immersion,
media, or interaction.

First language acquisition The natural process by which children acquire their native language
during early childhood.

Fossilisation A phenomenon in second language learning where incorrect language forms become
permanent despite further exposure or instruction.

Innatist theory A theory thatargues humans are born with an innate ability to acquire language,
often described as a “language acquisition device.”

Input The language that learners hear or read, which provides the material needed for acquisition.

Interactionist theory A theory that emphasises the role of social interaction and communication
in language development.

Interference Errors.in‘second language learning caused by differences between the learner’s first
and‘second languages.

Interlanguage A transitional linguistic system created by second language learners, combining
elements of their first language with features of the target language.

Language acquisition The process by which humans gain the ability to perceive, produce, and
use words to communicate.

Milestones Recognisable stages in language development, such as babbling, first words, two-word
combinations, and simple sentences.
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Motivation The personal, academic, or professional drive that influences success in second
language learning.

Second language acquisition The process of learning a language other than one’s native language,
often requiring conscious effort and instruction.

Telegraphic stage A stage in early language development where children produce longer
utterances resembling sentences but omit smaller words, such as “Daddy go work.”

Transfer The use of knowledge from a first language to support learning in a second language,
which can be helpful when structures are similar.

Objective questions

Language acquisition is the process by which humans gain the ability to , produce,
and use words to communicate. (Linked to SLO 3.1)

Which theory of language acquisition emphasises the role of social interaction? (Linked to
SLO 3.2)

The stage where children use single words.to represent whole ideas is called the
stage. (Linked to SLO 3.3)

The idea that language acquisition occurs most naturally during a limited window in childhood
is called the hypothesis. (Linked to SLO 3.5)

A transitional linguistic system combining elements of the first and target language is called

. (Linked to SLO 3.8)

Short-answer questions

Explain one difference between first and second language acquisition. (Linked to SLO 3.6)
Identify two factors that influence success in second language learning. (Linked to SLO 3.7)
Briefly describe fossilisation in.second language acquisition. (Linked to SLO 3.8)

Give one cognitive benefit and one social benefit of bilingualism. (Linked to SLO 3.10)

Suggest one teaching strategy that supports learners in acquiring a second language. (Linked to
SLO 3:11)

Long-answer questions

Analyse the role of environment and input in first language acquisition, giving examples of how
they shape development. (Linked to SLO 3.4)

Basic response: Use Series-only knowledge to explain how caregiver interaction, stories, and
songs provide input for language growth.

Value-added response: Extend the explanation by connecting input to broader sociocultural
contexts, such as multilingual households or digital media exposure.

)
L S
LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Evaluate the pedagogical implications of comparing first and second language acquisition. (Linked
to SLO 3.11)

Basic response: Use Series-only knowledge to explain how first language learning is natural
and immersive, while second language learning requires structured instruction ‘and
practice.

Value-added response: Go further by discussing how comparative insights inform curriculum
design, adaptive teaching methods, and the integration of technology in" language
education.

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 3]
Objective questions

Perceive

Interactionist theory
One-word stage

Critical period hypothesis
Interlanguage

Short-answer questions

First language acquisition is natural and unconscious, while second language acquisition often
requires conscious effort.

Age and motivation (other acceptable answers: exposure).

Fossilisation occurs when incorrect language forms become permanent despite further exposure
or instruction.

Cognitive benefit: enhanced problem-solving skills; Social benefit: ability to participate in
multiple cultural contexts.

Scaffolding (other <acceptable answers: error correction, meaningful communication
opportunities).

Long-answer questions

Basic response: Caregiver interaction, stories, and songs provide input that helps children
acquire vocabulary and grammar.

Value-added response: In addition, sociocultural contexts such as multilingual households or
digital media exposure shape the richness and variety of input, influencing language
development outcomes.

Basic response: First language learning is natural and immersive, while second language
learning requires structured instruction and conscious practice.
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Value-added response: Comparative insights guide curriculum design, adaptive teaching
methods, and the use of technology, ensuring that learners receive tailored support based
on their linguistic background.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 3]
Part 3.1 Foundations of Language Acquisition

Perceive

Interactionist theory

One-word stage

Behaviourist theory explains learning through imitation and reinforcement, while innatist
theory argues humans are born with an innate ability to acquire language.

Pre-linguistic, babbling, one-word, two-word, telegraphic

Part 3.2 First Language Acquisition

Babbling

Input

Critical period hypothesis

Caregiver interaction provides opportunities for children to practise language, refine
vocabulary, and develop grammar.

Stories, songs, conversations

Part 3.3 Second Language Acquisition

Unconscious

Motivation

Interlanguage

Interlanguage 1s a transitional system combining elements of the first and target language,
while fossilisation refers to errors that become permanent despite further exposure or
instruction:

Age, motivation, exposure

Part 3.4 Comparative Perspectives

Interference

Bilingualism

Meaningful

Transfer occurs when knowledge of the first language helps in learning the second, while
interference happens when differences between the two languages cause errors.

Cognitive benefit: enhanced problem-solving skills; Social benefit: participation in multiple
cultural contexts

-
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References and Attributions [Series 3]

This section compiles all references and illustration attributions used or suggested in Series 3:
Acquisition of First and Second Languages. Entries are presented in APA style for clarity and
consistency.

General references

Fromkin, V., Rodman, R., & Hyams, N. (2018). 4An introduction to language (11th.ed.).
Cengage Learning.

Lightbown, P. M., & Spada, N. (2013). How languages are learned (4th ed.). Oxford
University Press.

Yule, G. (2020). The study of language (7th ed.). Cambridge University Press.
Hlustrations
Part 3.1 Foundations of Language Acquisition

Figure 3.1 Scope of language acquisition Attribution: Al-generated using Copilot graphic
tool. Prompt: “Create a diagram showing the scope of language acquisition: perception,
production, and communication.” Suggested OER source: “’scope of language acquisition
linguistics OER diagram.”

Box 3.1 Key theories of language acquisition Attribution: Al-generated using Copilot
graphic tool. Prompt: “Create a table listing behaviourist, innatist, and interactionist
theories of language acquisition with short deseriptions.” Suggested OER source:
“theories of language acquisition linguistics OER table.”

Plate 3.1 Stages of first language development Attribution: Al-generated using Copilot
graphic tool. Prompt: “Generate an illustration showing stages of first language
development: crying, babbling, one-word, two-word, telegraphic.” Suggested OER
source: “stages of first language development linguistics OER image.”

Part 3.2 First Language Acquisition

Plate 3.2 Early childhood language milestones Attribution: Al-generated using Copilot
graphic tool: Prompt: “Generate an illustration showing stages of early childhood
language milestones: babbling, first words, two-word combinations, simple sentences.”
Suggested OER source: “early childhood language milestones linguistics OER image.”

Figure 3.2 Role of environment and input in first language acquisition Attribution: Al-
generated using Copilot graphic tool. Prompt: “Create a diagram showing the role of
environment and input in first language acquisition: caregiver interaction, stories, songs,
conversations.” Suggested OER source: “role of environment in first language acquisition
linguistics OER diagram.”

Box 3.2 Critical period hypothesis Attribution: Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.
Prompt: “Create a box summarising the critical period hypothesis with examples of
delayed language exposure.” Suggested OER source: “critical period hypothesis language
acquisition linguistics OER summary.”
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Part 3.3 Second Language Acquisition

Figure 3.3 Differences between first and second language acquisition Attribution: Al-
generated using Copilot graphic tool. Prompt: “Create a diagram comparing first and
second language acquisition: natural vs conscious, early vs later, effortless vs effortful.”
Suggested OER source: “differences between first and second language acquisition
linguistics OER diagram.”

Box 3.3 Factors influencing second language learning Attribution: Al-generated using
Copilot graphic tool. Prompt: “Create a box listing factors influencing second language
learning: age, motivation, exposure, with short descriptions.” Suggested OER source:
“factors influencing second language learning linguistics OER table.”

Plate 3.3 Interlanguage and fossilisation in second language acquisition Afttribution: Al-
generated using Copilot graphic tool. Prompt: “Generate an illustration showing
progression from first language, through interlanguage, towards second language
proficiency.” Suggested OER source: “interlanguage and fossilisation second language
acquisition linguistics OER image.”

Part 3.4 Comparative Perspectives

Figure 3.4 Transfer and interference between languages Attribution: Al-generated using
Copilot graphic tool. Prompt: “Create a diagram showing positive transfer and negative
interference in second language learning.” Suggested OER source: “transfer and
interference language acquisition linguistics OER diagram.”

Plate 3.4 Cognitive and social dimensions of bilingualism Attribution: Al-generated using
Copilot graphic tool. Prompt: “Generate an illustration showing a bilingual child
interacting in two cultural contexts, home and school.” Suggested OER source:
“cognitive and social'dimensions of bilingualism linguistics OER image.”

Box 3.4 Pedagogical implications for teaching first vs second languages Attribution: Al-
generated using Copilot graphic tool. Prompt: “Create a box summarising teaching
strategies for first vs second language acquisition.” Suggested OER source: “pedagogical
implications first vs second language acquisition linguistics OER summary.”

Course code: ENG 303

Course title: Introduction to Applied Linguistics

Course credit load: 2 Units

Series 1: Foundations of Applied Linguistics and Language Structure
Series 2: Language Competence, Performance, and Error Analysis
Series 3: Acquisition of First and Second Languages
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Series 4: Language Teaching, Learning, and Pedagogical Methods

Series 5: Applied Linguistics in Technology, Artificial Intelligence, and Speech Development
Proposed Outline for Series 4

Part .1 Foundations of Language Teaching and Learning

4.1.1 Definition and scope of language teaching
4.1.2 Principles of effective language learning
4.1.3 Historical perspectives on language pedagogy

Part .2 Approaches and Methods in Language Teaching

4.2.1 Grammar-translation method

4.2.2 Direct method and audio-lingual method
4.2.3 Communicative language teaching (CLT)
4.2.4 Task-based language teaching (TBLT)
4.2.5 Contemporary eclectic approaches

Part .3 Factors Affecting Language Learning

4.3.1 Learner-related factors (age, motivation, aptitude)
4.3.2 Teacher-related factors (competence, style, feedback)
4.3.3 Contextual factors (classroom environment, resources, culture)

Part .4 Pedagogical Strategies and Classroom Practices

4.4.1 Lesson planning and instructional design

4.4.2 Techniques for teaching listening, speaking, reading, and writing
4.4.3 Error correction and feedback strategies

4.4.4 Use of technology and multimedia in language teaching

Part .5 Evaluation and Assessment in Language Learning

4.5.1 Types of language assessment (formative, summative, diagnostic)

4.5.2 Designing effective tests and assignments

4.5.3 Alternative assessment methods (portfolios, self-assessment, peer review)
4.5.4 Linking assessment to teaching outcomes

Introduction

In the last Series, we explored how languages are acquired, both in childhood and later in life, and
considered the implications of these processes for teaching. Building on that foundation, this Series
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turns to the practical side of language education, focusing on how languages are taught, learned,
and supported through effective pedagogical methods. This is a crucial step in the course, as it
connects theoretical knowledge of acquisition with the real-world practices of classroom teaching
and learning.

The aim of this Series is to equip you with a clear understanding of the major approaches to
language teaching, the factors that influence learning, and the strategies and assessment methods
that support effective pedagogy. By the end, you will be able to apply these insights to design and
evaluate language teaching practices in diverse contexts.

We shall commence this Series by examining the foundations of language teaching and learning,
including definitions, principles, and historical perspectives. Next, we will move on to explore
approaches and methods, ranging from traditional grammar-translation to communicative and
task-based teaching. Following that, we will consider the factors that affect language learning,
such as learner characteristics, teacher competence, and classroom environment: Afterwards, we
will continue with pedagogical strategies and classroom practices, focusing on lesson planning,
teaching techniques, and the use of technology. Finally, we will wrap up by discussing evaluation
and assessment, looking at different types of tests, alternative methods,.and how assessment links
to teaching outcomes.

Series Learning QOutcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:

SLO 4.1 define the scope and principles of language teaching and learning,

SLO 4.2 explain key historical perspectives on language pedagogy,

SLO 4.3 describe major approaches and methods in language teaching, including grammar-
translation, communicative, and task-based methods,

SLO 4.4 analyse learner-related, teacher-related, and contextual factors that influence
language learning,

SLO 4.5 demonstrate how to plan effective lessons and apply pedagogical strategies for
teaching listening, speaking, reading, and writing,

SLO 4.6 evaluate techniques for error correction, feedback, and the integration of technology
in language teaching, and

SLO 4.7 design appropriate language assessment tools and justify their alignment with
teaching outcomes.

4 Eeundations Of Language Teaching And Learning
4.1.1 Definition and scope of language teaching

Language teaching refers to the structured process of guiding learners to acquire, practise, and
refine skills in a target language. It involves planning lessons, selecting methods, and creating
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opportunities for learners to use the language meaningfully. The scope of language teaching
extends beyond grammar and vocabulary to include communication skills, cultural awareness, and
strategies for lifelong learning.

Fill in the blank: The structured process of guiding learners to acquire and practise skills in a target
language is called

Figure 4.1 Scope of language teaching

4.1.2 Principles of effective language learning

Effective language learning is guided by several principles. One principle 1s active engagement,
which means learners must participate in meaningful communication rather than passively
memorising rules. Another principle is contextual learning, where language is taught in real-life
situations to make it relevant. A further principle is progressive development; recognising that

learners build skills gradually through practice and reinforcement.

Fill in the blank: When learners practise language in real-life situations, this principle is called

learning.
Principle Explanation Classroom Application
. Learners must actively produce Using "Information Gap"
Active . . <.
and manipulate the language rather | activities where students must
Engagement . . .
than just listening. talk to solve a puzzle.
Languageis best acquired when Learning medical vocabulary
Contextual . . )
Learnin presented in meaningful, real- through a simulated doctor-
g world situations. patient roleplay.
. Learning should follow a logical Mastering simple present tense
Progressive > C g .
Scaffolding" process, building on | before moving to complex
Development B
known concepts. conditional structures.

Box 4.1 Principles of effective language learning
4.1.3 Historical perspectives on language pedagogy

Language pedagogy refers to the theories and practices of teaching languages. Historically,
methods have evolved in response to changing educational needs. The grammar-translation
method focused on written texts and translation exercises, while the direct method emphasised
speaking and listening without translation. Later, the audio-lingual method used repetition and
drills, influenced by behaviourist psychology. More recently, communicative approaches
highlight interaction and real-life communication as the central goal of teaching.
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Fill in the blank: The method that emphasised repetition and drills, influenced by behaviourist
psychology, is called the method.

Plate 4.1 Historical perspectives on language pedagogy
Pilot Questions 4.1

The structured process of guiding learners to acquire and practise skills in a target [anguage 1s

called .

When learners practise language in real-life situations, this principle is called
learning.

The method that emphasised repetition and drills, influenced by behaviourist psychology, is
called the method.

Briefly explain the difference between the grammar-translation method and the communicative
approach.

List three principles of effective language learning.

4.2 Approaches And Methods In Language Teaching
4.2.1 Grammar-translation method

The grammar-translation method is one of the oldest approaches to language teaching. It focuses
on reading and translating texts, memorising vocabulary, and learning grammar rules. Speaking
and listening are given little attention, as the emphasis is on accuracy in written language. This
method was widely used in traditional classrooms but is often criticised for neglecting
communication skills.

Fill in the blank: The method that focuses on reading, translating texts, and memorising grammar
rules is called the method.

Figure 4.2 Grammar-translation method
4.2.2 Direct method and audio-lingual method

The  direct method emphasises teaching language through everyday conversation, without
translation. Learners are encouraged to think in the target language, with a focus on speaking and
listening. In contrast, the audio-lingual method relies on repetition and drills, influenced by
behaviourist psychology. Learners practise dialogues and patterns until they become automatic,
aiming for fluency through habit formation.

Fill in the blank: The method that relies on repetition and drills, influenced by behaviourist
psychology, is called the method.

Plate 4.2 Direct method and audio-lingual method
P
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4.2.3 Communicative language teaching (CLT)

Communicative language teaching (CLT) is an approach that prioritises communication and
interaction. The goal is for learners to use the language in real-life situations, focusing on fluency
and meaning rather than perfect accuracy. Activities include role plays, group discussions, ‘and

problem-solving tasks. CLT reflects the idea that language is best learned through meaningful use.

Fill in the blank: The approach that prioritises communication and interaction, focusing on fluency
and meaning, is called

Box 4.2 Features of communicative language teaching

4.2.4 Task-based language teaching (TBLT)

Task-based language teaching (TBLT) is an extension of CLT, where learners complete tasks
using the target language. Tasks may include planning a trip, solving .a problem, or creating a
project. The focus is on achieving outcomes through communication, with language structures

learned in context. TBLT encourages learners to use language creatively and collaboratively.

Fill in the blank: The approach where learners complete tasks such as planning a trip or solving a
problem is called

Figure 4.3 Task-based language teaching cycle

4.2.5 Contemporary eclectic.approaches

In modern classrooms, teachers often use eclectic approaches, combining elements from different
methods to suit learners’ needs. For example, a teacher may use grammar-translation for
vocabulary, CLT for speaking practice, and TBLT for collaborative projects. This flexibility

allows teachers to adapt to diverse contexts and learner preferences.

Fill in the blank: When teachers combine elements from different methods to suit learners’ needs,
this is called an approach.

Plate 4.3 Contemporary eclectic approaches
Pilot guestions 4.2

The method that focuses on reading, translating texts, and memorising grammar rules is called

the method.
The method that relies on repetition and drills, influenced by behaviourist psychology, is called
the method.

The approach that prioritises communication and interaction, focusing on fluency and
meaning, is called
P
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The approach where learners complete tasks such as planning a trip or solving a problem is

called .
When teachers combine elements from different methods to suit learners’ needs, this is called
an approach.

4.3 Factors Affecting Language Learning
4.3.1 Learner-related factors

Learners bring unique characteristics that influence how they acquire a language. Age is a key
factor, as younger learners often pick up pronunciation and fluency mote naturally, while older
learners may excel in grammar and analysis. Motivation also plays a crucial role, whether it is
intrinsic (personal interest) or extrinsic (academic or professional goals). Another important factor
is aptitude, which refers to a learner’s natural ability to grasp language patterns and structures.

Fill in the blank: A learner’s natural ability to grasp language patterns and structures is called

Box 4.3 Learner-related factors in language learning

4.3.2 Teacher-related factors

Teachers play a central role in shaping language learning experiences. Competence in the target
language ensures accurate modelling for learners. Teaching style influences how lessons are
delivered, whether through structured explanations or interactive activities. Feedback is another
critical element, ~as _constructive = correction helps learners refine their skills without
discouragement.

Fill in the blank: Providing constructive correction that helps learners refine their skills without
discouragement is called

Figure 4.4 Teacher-related factors in language learning
4.3.3 Contextual factors

The broader context in which language learning occurs also matters. The classroom environment
should be supportive, inclusive, and resource-rich. Access to resources such as textbooks,
multimedia, and digital tools enhances learning opportunities. Finally, culture shapes how
language is used and understood, influencing learners’ ability to connect meaningfully with the
target language.

Fill in the blank: The broader setting in which language learning occurs, including classroom
environment and culture, is called
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Plate 4.4 Contextual factors in language learning
Pilot questions 4.3

A learner’s natural ability to grasp language patterns and structures is called

Providing constructive correction that helps learners refine their skills without discouragement
is called .

The broader setting in which language learning occurs, including classroom environment and
culture, is called )

List three learner-related factors that influence language learning.

Briefly explain how teacher competence and feedback can shape language learning outcomes.

4.4 Pedagogical Strategies And Classroom Practices
4.4.1 Lesson planning and instructional design

Lesson planning is the process of organising teaching activities to achieve specific learning goals.
A well-structured plan includes objectives, materials, activities, and assessment. Instructional
design refers to the systematic arrangement of these elements. to ensure lessons are coherent and
effective. Teachers who plan carefully can create engaging lessons that balance input, practice,
and feedback.

Fill in the blank: The process of organising teaching activities to achieve specific learning goals is
called

Figure 4.5 Lesson planning cycle

4.4.2 Techniques for teaching listening, speaking, reading, and writing

Language teaching involves the four skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. For listening,
teachers may use audio recordings or real-life conversations. Speaking can be practised through
role plays, debates; or presentations. Reading activities include comprehension exercises and
analysis of texts. Writing can be taught through guided practice, drafting, and peer review. Each

skill requires targeted techniques to build competence.

Fill in the blank: The four skills in language teaching are listening, speaking, , and
writing.

Plate 4.5 Techniques for teaching the four skills
4.4.3 Error correction and feedback strategies

Error correction is the process of addressing mistakes learners make in language use. Effective
correction should be constructive, focusing on improvement rather than punishment. Feedback
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strategies include immediate correction, delayed correction, peer feedback, and self-assessment.

The choice of strategy depends on the learning context and the goal of the activity.

Fill in the blank: Addressing mistakes learners make in language use is called

Strategy Description Best Used For...
Immediate The teacher corrects the error the Accqrz_lcy-focused activiticSXegech
. . as drilling or new grammar
Correction moment 1t occurs. . -
introduction.
The teacher notes errors during a Fluency-focused activities (like
Delayed . . .
. task and discusses them after the role-plays) to avoid breaking the
Correction . o "
activity ends. learner's "flow.,
. . Developing collaborative skills
Students review and provide eveoping 1ve skl
Peer Feedback . \ and critical awareness of language
suggestions on each other's work.
rules.
Self- Learners use rubrics or checklists Promoting learner autonomy and
to evaluate their own long-term retention of linguistic
Assessment
performance. concepts.

Box 4.4 Feedback strategies in language teaching
4.4.4 Use of technology and multimedia in language teaching

Technology has transformed language teaching by providing new tools for engagement.
Multimedia resources such as videos, podcasts, and interactive apps support diverse learning
styles. Online platforms enable collaborative projects, while digital tools allow teachers to track
progress and personalise instruction. The effective use of technology enhances motivation and
provides learners with authentic language experiences.

Fill in_the blank: Multimedia resources such as videos, podcasts, and interactive apps support
diverse styles.

Figure 4.6 Technology in language teaching

Pilot questions 4.4
The process of organising teaching activities to achieve specific learning goals is called
Themﬁ language teaching are listening, speaking,
Addressing mistakes learners make in language use is called

List two feedback strategies that teachers can use in language teaching.
Give one example of how technology can enhance language teaching.

-
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4.5 Evaluation And Assessment In Language Learning
4.5.1 Types of language assessment

Language assessment refers to the process of measuring learners’ ability in a target language.
There are different types: formative assessment takes place during learning to provide feedback
and guide improvement; summative assessment occurs at the end of a course or unit to measure
achievement; and diagnostic assessment identifies learners’ strengths and weaknesses before
instruction begins.

Fill in the blank: The type of assessment that occurs during learning to provide feedback and guide
improvement is called assessment.

Type Purpose Timing Example
To identify a learner’s Before Ap lace;ment test fo
. . . : determine which level of an
Diagnostic strengths, weaknesses, and | instruction .
ror knowledge bellls English course a student
P ' ’ should join.
To monitor student . A quick "exit ticket" where
During the

learning and provide students write down one

Formative ongoing feedback to learnitig new word they learned in
) ) process. ,
improve teaching: today's lesson.
To evaluate student
learning at the end of an After a A final exam, a standardized
Summative | instructional unit by period of test like IELTS/TOEFL, or a
comparing it against a instruction. year-end project.

standard.

Box 4.5 Types of language assessment
4.5.2 Designing effective tests and assignments

Effective tests and assignments should align with learning objectives and be fair, reliable, and
valid. Fairness means all learners have equal opportunity to succeed. Reliability means results
are consistent across different occasions. Validity means the test measures what it is intended to

measure. Teachers must balance objective questions with open-ended tasks to assess a range of
skills.

Fill in the blank: When a test measures what it is intended to measure, this is called

-
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Figure 4.7 Qualities of effective tests
4.5.3 Alternative assessment methods

Beyond traditional tests, teachers can use alternative assessment methods. These include
portfolios, where learners collect samples of their work over time; self-assessment, where learners
reflect on their progress; and peer review, where learners evaluate each other’s work. These
methods encourage reflection, collaboration, and ownership of learning.

Fill in the blank: A collection of learners’ work over time used for assessment is called a

Plate 4.6 Alternative assessment methods
4.5.4 Linking assessment to teaching outcomes

Assessment 1s most effective when it is directly linked to teaching outcomes. This means tests
and assignments should measure the skills and knowledge that were taught. For example, if a
lesson focused on speaking fluency, assessment should include oral tasks rather than only written
exercises. Linking assessment to outcomes@nsures coherence and helps learners see the relevance
of their progress.

Fill in the blank: Assessment is most effective when it is directly linked to outcomes.
Figure 4.8 Linking assessment to teaching outcomes
Pilot questions 4.5

The type of assessment that occurs during learning to provide feedback and guide improvement
is called assessment.

When a test measures what it is intended to measure, this is called

A collection of learners’ work over time used for assessment is called a .

Assessment is most effective when it is directly linked to outcomes.

List the three main types of language assessment.

Series\Summary

This Series has focused on the practical side of language education, showing how teaching and
learning are guided by principles, methods, and strategies that connect theory to classroom
practice. Its purpose has been to equip you with the knowledge and skills needed to plan, deliver,
and evaluate language teaching effectively, making it directly relevant to your role as a learner or
future educator.

We began by exploring the foundations of language teaching and learning, including definitions,
scope, and historical perspectives. Then we examined approaches and methods, from grammar-
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translation to communicative and task-based teaching, before considering the learner, teacher, and
contextual factors that influence success. Moving on, we studied pedagogical strategies such as
lesson planning, teaching the four skills, feedback, and the use of technology. Finally, we
concluded with evaluation and assessment, looking at types of assessment, test design, alternative
methods, and linking assessment to outcomes. By completing this Series, you should now be able
to define key concepts, explain major methods, analyse influencing factors, demonstrate classroom
strategies, evaluate feedback and technology use, and design assessments that align with teaching
outcomes, as outlined in the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs).

Glossary of Terms

Age A learner-related factor that influences language acquisition, with younger learners often
excelling in pronunciation and older learners in grammar and analysis.

Aptitude A learner’s natural ability to grasp language patterns and structures, which can affect
success in language learning.

Audio-lingual method A teaching approach based on repetition and drills, influenced by
behaviourist psychology, aiming to build fluency through habit formation.

Communicative language teaching (CLT) An approach that prioritises communication and
interaction, focusing on fluency and meaningful use of language in real-life situations.

Contextual factors External conditions that affect language learning, including classroom
environment, resources, and cultural influences.

Critical feedback Constructive correction provided by teachers to help learners refine their
language skills without discouragement.

Direct method A teaching approach that emphasises everyday conversation and immersion in the
target language, avoiding translation.

Eclectic approach A flexible teaching style where teachers combine elements from different
methods to suit learners’ needs.

Error correction The process of addressing mistakes learners make in language use, with the aim
of improvement.

Formative assessment Assessment carried out during learning to provide feedback and guide
improvement.

Grammar-translation method A traditional teaching method focusing on reading, translating
texts, memorising vocabulary, and learning grammar rules, with little emphasis on speaking or
listening.
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Instructional design The systematic arrangement of lesson elements such as objectives, materials,
activities, and assessment to ensure coherence and effectiveness.

Language assessment The process of measuring learners’ ability in a target language through
tests, assignments, or alternative methods.

Lesson planning The process of organising teaching activities to achieve specific learning goals.

Motivation A learner-related factor that drives language learning, either through personal interest
(intrinsic) or external goals (extrinsic).

Portfolios Collections of learners’ work over time used as an alternative assessment method to
track progress.

Reliability A quality of effective tests, meaning results are consistent across different occasions.

Self-assessment An alternative assessment method where learners reflect on their own progress
and achievements.

Summative assessment Assessment carried out at the end of a course or unit to measure
achievement.

Task-based language teaching (TBLT) An approach where learners complete tasks such as
planning a trip or solving a problem, using the target language to achieve outcomes.

Teacher competence The ability of teachers to model accurate language use and guide learners
effectively.

Validity A quality of effective tests, meaning the test measures what it is intended to measure.

Writing skills One of the four language skills, taught through guided practice, drafting, and peer
review.

Objective questions

The teaching method that focuses on reading, translating texts, and memorising grammar rules

is called the method. (Linked to SLO 4.3)
The type of assessment carried out during learning to provide feedback and guide improvement
1s called assessment. (Linked to SLO 4.7)

A learner’s natural ability to grasp language patterns and structures is referred to as
. (Linked to SLO 4.4)
When teachers combine elements from different methods to suit learners’ needs, this is called
an approach. (Linked to SLO 4.3)
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The four language skills are listening, speaking, reading, and . (Linked to SLO
4.5)

Short-answer questions

Define lesson planning and explain its importance in language teaching. (Linked to SLO 4.5)
Identify two learner-related factors that influence language learning. (Linked to SLO 4.4)
Describe one feedback strategy that teachers can use to support learners. (Linked to SLO 4.6)
Explain the difference between formative and summative assessment. (Linked to SEO 4.7)
Suggest one way technology can be integrated into language teaching to enhance learner
engagement. (Linked to SLO 4.6)

Long-answer questions

Analyse the strengths and weaknesses of communicative language teaching (CLT) compared to
the grammar-translation method. (Linked to SLO 4.3)

Basic response: Use Series-only knowledge to compare CLT’s focus on fluency and
interaction with grammar-translation’s emphasis on accuracy and written language.

Value-added response: Extend the analysis by discussing how these methods reflect broader
educational philosophies, and consider their relevance in modern multilingual classrooms.

Evaluate the role of teacher competence and feedback in shaping language learning outcomes.
(Linked to SLO 4.4, SLO 4.6)

Basic response: Use Series-only knowledge to explain how accurate modelling and
constructive feedback support learner progress.

Value-added response: Go further by connecting teacher competence and feedback to learner
motivation, classroom culture, and long-term language development.

Design a simple assessment plan for a lesson focused on speaking fluency. (Linked to SLO 4.7)

Basic response: Use Series-only knowledge to outline oral tasks such as role plays or
presentations.

Value-added response: Expand by including peer review, self-assessment, and criteria for
evaluating fluency, accuracy, and interaction.

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 4]
Objective questions

Grammar-translation method
Formative assessment
Aptitude

Eclectic approach

Writing
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Short-answer questions

Lesson planning is the process of organising teaching activities to achieve specific learning goals.
It ensures lessons are coherent, engaging, and effective.

Age and motivation (other acceptable answers: aptitude).

Immediate correction (other acceptable answers: delayed correction, peer feedback;. self-
assessment).

Formative assessment occurs during learning to guide improvement, while summative assessment
measures achievement at the end of a course.

Using interactive apps or multimedia resources such as videos and podcasts.

Long-answer questions

Basic response: CLT emphasises fluency and interaction; while grammar-translation focuses
on accuracy and written language.

Value-added response: CLT reflects communicative and learner-centred philosophies, while
grammar-translation reflects traditional academic priorities. Their relevance depends on
context, with CLT suited to modern'multilingual classrooms and grammar-translation still
useful for academic reading.

Basic response: Teacher competence ensures accurate modelling, and feedback helps learners
correct errors constructively.

Value-added response: Competence and feedback also influence learner motivation,
classroom culture, and long-term development, making them central to effective pedagogy.

Basic response: An assessment plan could include oral tasks such as role plays or
presentations.

Value-added response: A more comprehensive plan could add peer review, self-assessment,
and criteria_for fluency, accuracy, and interaction, ensuring alignment with teaching
outcomes.

Amnsywers'to,Pilot Questions [Series 4]
Part 4.1 Foundations of Language Teaching and Learning

Language teaching

Contextual learning

Audio-lingual method

Grammar-translation focuses on written texts and translation, while communicative approach
emphasises fluency and real-life interaction.
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Active engagement, contextual learning, progressive development
Part 4.2 Approaches and Methods in Language Teaching

Grammar-translation method
Audio-lingual method

Communicative language teaching (CLT)
Task-based language teaching (TBLT)
Eclectic approach

Part 4.3 Factors Affecting Language Learning

Aptitude

Feedback

Context

Age, motivation, aptitude

Teacher competence ensures accurate modelling, and feedback helps learners refine skills
constructively.

Part 4.4 Pedagogical Strategies and Classroom Practices

Lesson planning

Reading

Error correction

Immediate correction and peer feedback (other acceptable answers: delayed correction, self-
assessment)

Using interactive apps or multimedia resources such as videos and podcasts

Part 4.5 Evaluation and Assessment in Language Learning

Formative assessment

Validity

Portfolio

Teaching outcomes

Formative, summative, diagnostic
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Ilustrations
Figure 4.1 Scope of language teaching
Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a diagram showing the scope of language teaching: grammar, vocabulary,
communication, culture, lifelong learning.”

Box 4.1 Principles of effective language learning
Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a box listing principles of effective language learning: active engagement,
contextual learning, progressive development.”

Plate 4.1 Historical perspectives on language pedagogy

Suggested OER source: “historical language pedagogy methods linguistics OER image.”
Figure 4.2 Grammar-translation method

Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a diagram showing features of the grammar-translation method: translation,
grammar rules, vocabulary memorisation, written accuracy.”

Plate 4.2 Direct method and audio-lingual method

Suggested OER source: “direct method vs audio lingual method language teaching OER
image.”

Box 4.2 Features of communicative language teaching
Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a box listing features of communicative language teaching: fluency,
interaction, real-life tasks, meaningful use.”

Figure 4.3 Task-based language teaching cycle
Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a diagram showing the task-based language teaching cycle: task,
communication, reflection, language focus.”
P
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Plate 4.3 Contemporary eclectic approaches

Suggested OER source: “eclectic approach language teaching linguistics OER image.”
Box 4.3 Learner-related factors in language learning

Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a box listing learner-related factors in language learning: age, motivation,
aptitude.”

Figure 4.4 Teacher-related factors in language learning
Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a diagram showing teacher-related factors in language learning:
competence, teaching style, feedback.”

Plate 4.4 Contextual factors in language learning

Suggested OER source: “contextual factors language learning linguistics OER image.”
Figure 4.5 Lesson planning cycle

Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a diagram showing the lesson planning cycle: objectives, materials,
activities, assessment.”

Plate 4.5 Techniques for teaching the four skills

Suggested OER source: “language teaching four skills classroom activities OER image.”
Box 4.4 Feedback strategies in language teaching

Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a box listing feedback strategies in language teaching: immediate correction,
delayed correction, peer feedback, self-assessment.”

Figure 4.6 Technology in language teaching
Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a diagram showing technology in language teaching: videos, podcasts, apps,
online platforms, digital tools.”

Box 4.5 Types of language assessment
Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a box listing types of language assessment: formative, summative,
diagnostic.”

Figure 4.7 Qualities of effective tests
Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.
o
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Prompt: “Create a diagram showing qualities of effective tests: fairness, reliability, validity.”
Plate 4.6 Alternative assessment methods

Suggested OER source: “alternative assessment methods language learning linguistics OER
image.”

Figure 4.8 Linking assessment to teaching outcomes
Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a diagram showing the link between teaching outcomes and assessment
methods.”

Course code: ENG 303
Course title: Introduction to Applied Linguistics
Course credit load: 2 Units
Series 1: Foundations of Applied Linguistics and Language Structure
Series 2: Language Competence, Performance, and Error Analysis
Series 3: Acquisition of First and Second Languages
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Series 5: Applied Linguistics in Technology, Artificial Intelligence, and Speech Development
Proposed Outline for Series 5§
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5.1.1-Definition and'scope of applied linguistics in digital contexts
5.1.2 Historical development and relevance to modern communication
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5.3.1 Theories of speech development in applied linguistics
5.3.2 Assistive technologies for speech and language learning
5.3.3 Al-driven tools for pronunciation, fluency, and accent training

Part .4 Pedagogical and Ethical Considerations

5.4.1 Integrating Al and technology into language teaching practice
5.4.2 Evaluating benefits and limitations of technological applications
5.4.3 Ethical issues: bias, accessibility, and responsible use

Part .5 Future Directions in Applied Linguistics and Technology

5.5.1 Emerging trends in Al and speech technologies
5.5.2 Research opportunities and interdisciplinary collaboration
5.5.3 Preparing learners for evolving digital communication landscapes

Introduction

In today’s world, technology and artificial intelligence are reshaping how we communicate,
learn, and interact with language. From speech.recognition on mobile devices to machine
translation tools that bridge cultural divides, applied linguistics has become central to
understanding and improving these innovations. This Series will help you see how linguistic
knowledge connects with modern technologies and why: this intersection is vital for both
language development and digital communication.

The aim of this Series is to introduce you to the role of applied linguistics in technology,
artificial intelligence, and speech development, and to equip you with the skills to analyse,
evaluate, and apply these concepts in practical and educational contexts.

We shall commence this Series by exploring the foundations of applied linguistics in technology,
considering its scope, history, and intersections with innovation. Next, we will examine artificial
intelligence and language processing, focusing on natural language processing, machine
translation, and speech recognition. Following that, we will move on to speech development and
technological tools, looking at theories of speech and Al-driven applications for learning and
fluency. Afterwards, we will consider pedagogical and ethical issues, including integration into
teaching practice and the challenges of bias and accessibility. Finally, we will conclude by
discussing future directions in applied linguistics and technology, highlighting emerging trends,
research opportunities, and the skills needed for evolving digital communication landscapes.

Series Learning Qutcomes
Upon completing this Series, you should be able to:
SLO 5.1 define the scope and principles of applied linguistics in technological contexts,

SLO 5.2 explain the historical development and intersections between linguistics and
technological innovation,
-
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SLO 5.3 describe the core concepts of natural language processing (NLP) and their
applications,

SLO 5.4 analyse the role of machine translation in multilingual communication,

SLO 5.5 demonstrate how speech recognition and synthesis systems function in practice,
SLO 5.6 explain major theories of speech development within applied linguistics,

SLO 5.7 apply knowledge of assistive technologies to support speech and language learning,
SLO 5.8 evaluate Al-driven tools for pronunciation, fluency, and accent training,

SLO 5.9 design strategies for integrating Al and technology into language teaching practice,

SLO 5.10 assess the benefits and limitations of technological applications in applied
linguistics,

SLO 5.11 critically examine ethical issues such as bias, accessibility, and responsible use of
Al in language contexts, and

SLO 5.12 identify emerging trends and research opportunities in applied linguistics,
technology, and speech development.

5.1 Foundations Of Applied Linguisticsiin Technology
5.1.1 Definition and scope of applied linguistics in digital contexts

Applied linguistics is the study of language-related problems and solutions in real-world
contexts. When applied to technology, it focuses on how linguistic knowledge supports the
design and use of digital tools, such as translation software, speech recognition systems, and
language learning applications. The scope of applied linguistics in digital contexts includes
analysing language data, improving communication technologies, and supporting multilingual
interaction across global platforms.

Fill in the blank: The study of language-related problems and solutions in real-world contexts is
called

-
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APPLIED LINGISTICS IN TECHNOLOGY:

Bridging Language and Innovation
The Scope of Lingistic Applications in the Digital Age

Scope of Applied Linsistics

MACHINE TRANSLATION
o Ao tior

SPECH TECHNOLOGY ((@))

LANGUAGE LEARNING APPS
« Pere: ASR)

\ 7
From Human Language to Digital Interaction

Wednesday, January 28,2026 6:04:12 PM WAT

Figure 5.1 Scope of applied linguistics in technology
5.1.2 Historical development and relevance to modern communication

Applied linguistics has evolved alongside technological innovation. Early work focused on
language teaching and translation, but with the rise of computers, linguists began collaborating
with engineers to develop computational linguistics, which is the application of computer
science to analyse and process language. Today, applied linguistics is central to modern
communication, enabling tools like machine translation, chatbots, and digital assistants.

Fill in the blank: The application of computer science to analyse and process language is called
linguistics.

r;j
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EVOLUTION APPLIED LINGISTICS & TECHNOLOGY:
From Traditional Classrooms to Al-Driven Languation
A Historical Journey
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Plate 5.1 Historical development of applied linguistics in technology
5.1.3 Key intersections between linguistics and technological innovation

Applied linguistics intersects with technology in several important ways. One is natural
language processing (NLP), which refers to the ability of computers to analyse, understand, and
generate human language. Another is speech technology, which includes recognition and
synthesis systems that allow machines to interact with spoken language. A further intersection is
language learning technology, whete apps and platforms use linguistic insights to support
learners worldwide.

Fill in the blank: The ability.of computers to analyse, understand, and generate human language
is called

Field Description Key Linguistic Application
Natural gty of a computer Uses syntax and semantics to
program to understand human . .
Language laneuace as it is spoken and parse meaning and sentiment
Processing (NLP) suag p from large datasets.
written.
Speech Systems that recognize spoken Relies on phonetics and
Tléchnolo words or convert text into phonology to map sound waves
gy audible speech. to distinct phonemes.
Lanouase Software and apps designed to Incorporates SLA (Second
Leargning Tech facilitate the acquisition of a Language Acquisition) theories
g second language. to create adaptive learning paths.

Box 5.1 Key intersections between linguistics and technology

Pilot questions 5.1

-
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The study of language-related problems and solutions in real-world contexts is called

The application of computer science to analyse and process language is called
linguistics.

The ability of computers to analyse, understand, and generate human language is called

List three areas where applied linguistics intersects with technology.

Briefly explain why applied linguistics is relevant to modern communication

5.2 Artificial Intelligence And Language Processing
5.2.1 Natural language processing (NLP): concepts and applications

Natural language processing (NLP) is the branch of artificial intelligence that enables
computers to analyse, understand, and generate human language. It combines linguistics with
computer science to create systems that can process text and speech. Applications of NLP
include chatbots, sentiment analysis, and automatic summarisation. These tools rely on linguistic
rules and machine learning to make communication between humans and machines more natural.

Fill in the blank: The branch of artificial intelligence that enables computers to analyse,
understand, and generate human language is called

NATURAL LANGUAGE PROPESSING (NLP)
LANGUAGE TEACHING

Unlocking the Power of Human Language in Technology

NATURAL LANGUAGE PROCLESSING (NLP) APPLICATION
@ L]

1. MACHINE TRANSLATION = ”""’SJE,{‘,S‘"“T“’“

« Converstional Al
f « Customer Support

(:\n + Task Automation
NLP
APPLICATIONS

3. SENTIMENT ANALYSIS 3. AUTOMATIC SUMMRISATION

* Social Media Monitoring « Diteus Condentation
- Brand Reputation - News Briefeings
+ Customer Feedback Research Reviews

From Raw Data —=> To Actionctable Insights X <
O=R

Wednesday, January 28,2026 6:14:49 PM WAT

Figure 5.2 Applications of natural language processing
5.2.2 Machine translation and multilingual technologies

Machine translation refers to the use of computer systems to automatically translate text or
speech from one language to another. Early systems relied heavily on word-for-word
substitution, but modern approaches use statistical models and neural networks to capture

-
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meaning more accurately. Multilingual technologies extend this capability by supporting
communication across multiple languages simultaneously, such as in global conferencing tools
or multilingual websites.

Fill in the blank: The use of computer systems to automatically translate text or speech from one
language to another is called

The Evolution of Machine Translation:
A Historical Overview

1 2. Statistical Neural
Word-for-Word Machine Translati Machine Ti lati
(SMT) NMT
(1950s-1980s) (1990s-2000s) (2010s-Present)

Translates each Learns pattems from
word in isolation large

using dictionaries. parallel corpora.
o Q —> | Deep learning models predict
ir nces.
il entire sequences.
Source: 'El coche rojo’ - Source: 'El coche rojo’ —» Source: 'El coche rojo' -

"The car red" Output: 'The red car' Output: “The red car”
(Disjonted). (Better flow, but errors) (Fluent, human-like)

[oERy

Source: LINGUINISTICS 105

Plate 5.2 Evolution of machine translation
5.2.3 Speech recognition and synthesis systems

Speech recognition is the technology that allows computers to convert spoken language into
text. It is widely used in voice assistants, transcription services, and accessibility tools. Speech
synthesis, on the other hand, is the process of generating spoken language from text, often
referred to as text-to-speech (TTS). Together, these systems enable human—computer interaction
through spoken communication, making technology more inclusive and user-friendly.

Fill in the blank: The process of generating spoken language from text is called

LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Speech Technologies in Al

Key Applications in Linguistics & Computing

Q Speech Recognition %) Speech Syntesis

1. Definition: 1. Generates artificial speech
Converts spoken language into text. from text.

2. How it Works: 2. How it Works:

* Text-to-Speech (TTS engine
* Processes audio signals

+ Identifias phoentic patterns « Screen readech (TTS engine
Identifias phoentic pattterns Pronounation rules/dictionaries
Transcribes words/sentices Syntiustizes human-like voice

* Voice assistants (eeg, Siri, Alexa) « Virtual narrators
Transcription services Al chatbotts with voice output

3. Hands-free control

[ OFR |

Source: LINGINSTICS 106

Box 5.2 Speech technologies in Al

Pilot questions 5.2
The branch of artificial intelligence that enables computers to analyse, understand, and
generate human language is called

The use of computer systems to automatically translate text or speech from one language to
another is called

The process of generating spoken language from text is called
List two applications of natural language processing (NLP).

Briefly explain.how modern machine translation differs from early word-for-word
substitution methods.

5.3 Speech Develgpment'And Technological Tools
5.3.1 Theories of speech development in applied linguistics

Speech development refers to the process by which humans acquire the ability to produce and
understand spoken language. Applied linguistics draws on theories such as behaviourist models,
which emphasise imitation and reinforcement, and cognitive models, which highlight the role of
mental processes in language acquisition. Social interactionist theories also stress the importance
of communication with others in shaping speech development.

Fillin the blank: The process by which humans acquire the ability to produce and understand
spoken language is called

-
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Theories of Speech Development
An Applied Ligniistics Overview
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Figure 5.3 Theories of speech development

5.3.2 Assistive technologies for speech and language learning

Assistive technologies are tools designed to support individuals with speech or language
difficulties. Examples include speech-generating devices, communication boards, and specialised
software that helps learners practise pronunciation and vocabulary. These technologies make
language learning more inclusive and accessible; allowing learners with diverse needs to
participate fully in communication.

Fill in the blank: Tools designed to support individuals with speech or language difficulties are
called technologies.

-
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Assistive Technologies for
Speech & Language Learning

Key Examples
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Source: APPLIED LINGISTICS 101

Plate 5.3 Assistive technologies for speech and language learning
5.3.3 Al-driven tools for pronunciation, fluency, and accent training

Artificial intelligence has introduced new possibilities for improving speech skills. AI-driven
tools can analyse pronunciation, provide instant feedback, and suggest corrections. They can also
help learners practise fluency through interactive dialogue systems and support accent training
by modelling native-like speech patterns. These tools combine linguistic insights with machine
learning to create personalised learning experiences.

Fill in the blank: Tools that use artificial intelligence to analyse pronunciation and provide
instant feedback are called tools.

Tool Category Focus Area Description

Uses speech recognition to compare a learner's speech
Accuracy against native-like models, providing immediate visual
feedback on phonemes and stress.

Pronunciation
Analysis

Al chatbots and virtual avatars engage learners in real-
time dialogue, helping them build the confidence to
speak without hesitation.

Flow &

Fluency Practice Rhythm

Specialized algorithms analyze pitch, pace, and
Accent Training Intonation melody (prosody) to help learners adapt their accent
for better global intelligibility.

Box 5.3 Al-driven tools for speech development

Pilot questions 5.3
The process by which humans acquire the ability to produce and understand spoken language

1s called
il
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Tools designed to support individuals with speech or language difficulties are called
technologies.

Tools that use artificial intelligence to analyse pronunciation and provide instant feedback are
called tools.

List three theories of speech development discussed in applied linguistics.

Briefly explain how Al-driven tools can support accent training.

5.4 Pedagogical And Ethical Considerations
5.4.1 Integrating Al and technology into language teaching practice

Technology offers powerful opportunities to enhance language teaching. Teachers can use Al-
driven platforms to provide personalised feedback, track learner progress, and create interactive
activities. Digital tools such as speech recognition apps or translation software can be integrated
into lessons to support communication and practice. The key is to align technology use with
pedagogical goals, ensuring that tools serve learning outcomes rather than becoming distractions.

Fill in the blank: Teachers should align technology use with goals to ensure
effective learning.

Al Integration in Language Teaching
Enhancing Pedagoical Practices

Personalized Feedback Progress Tracking & Analytics
« Pronouncation analysis « Skill mastery dashboards
» Grammar & syntax correction » Learning path adapation
« Writing suggestions « Performance reports

Al-Powered
Language Education Continuous
Improvement

3. Interactive Activities .+ Communication Support

« Al-chatbot role-plays + Realite translation
* Virtual tutors + Subtitling & transcription
+ Gamified exercises * Multinigual assistants

Source: APPLIED LINGISTICS 108

Figure 5.4 Integrating Al into language teaching practice
5.4.2 Evaluating benefits and limitations of technological applications

While technology can improve engagement and accessibility, it also has limitations. Benefits
include personalised learning, wider access to resources, and enhanced communication.
Limitations may involve over-reliance on tools, technical issues, or reduced human interaction.
Teachers must evaluate each application carefully, considering whether it genuinely supports
language learning objectives.

-
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Fill in the blank: Teachers must each technological application carefully to ensure it
supports language learning objectives.

Category Key Factors Impact Description
Personalized Al and adaptive software tailor content to the
Benefits . , . i
Learning learner’s specific level, pace, and interests.

Provides high-quality resources and native-speaker

Increased Access . .
input to learners in remote or underserved areas.

Communication Real-time translation and assistive:tools help bridge
Support immediate communication gaps for beginners.

Excessive use of translation tools can hinder the
Limitations | Over-reliance development of independent cognitive processing
and memory.

Digital interfaces may lack the nuanced social cues
and emotional depth of face-to-face human
conversation.

Reduced
Interaction

Connectivity problems, software bugs, and "digital
Technical Issues fatigue" can disrupt the flow of learning and
decrease motivation.

Box 5.4 Benefits and limitations of technology .in language learning
5.4.3 Ethical issues: bias, accessibility, and responsible use

The use of Al in language contexts raises important ethical questions. Bias can occur when
systems favour certain languages or dialects, leading to unequal outcomes. Accessibility is
another concern, as not all learners have equal access to digital tools. Responsible use requires
teachers and developers to ensure fairness, transparency, and inclusivity in technological
applications.

Fill in the blank: Whensystems favour certain languages or dialects, this is known as

-
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Plate 5.4 Ethical issues in Al and language learning

Pilot questions 5.4
Teachers should align technology use with goals to ensure effective learning.

Teachers must each/technological application carefully to ensure it supports
language learning objectives.

When systems favour certain languages or dialects, this is known as
List two benefits and two limitations of using technology in language learning.

Briefly explain why accessibility is an important ethical consideration in the use of Al for
language learning.

5.5 Future Directions Il Applied Linguistics And Technology
5.5.1 Emerging trends in Al and speech technologies

Applied linguistics continues to evolve as artificial intelligence advances. Emerging trends
include conversational Al systems that simulate natural dialogue, adaptive learning platforms
that personalise instruction, and speech technologies that improve accessibility for diverse users.

These innovations are reshaping how people interact with language and technology in everyday
life.

Fill in the blank: Conversational Al systems that simulate natural dialogue are an example of
trends in applied linguistics.
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Emerging Trends in Applied Lignistics

Innovations in Al & Speech Technology
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Figure 5.5 Emerging trends in Al and speech technologies
5.5.2 Research opportunities and interdisciplinary collaboration

Future research in applied linguistics and technology will require collaboration across
disciplines. Linguists, computer scientists, educators, and psychologists can work together to
design systems that are linguistically accurate, pedagogically effective, and socially responsible.
Areas of opportunity include improving machine translation for low-resource languages,

enhancing speech recognition for diverse accents, and developing inclusive language learning
platforms.

Fill in the blank: Improving machine translation for
opportunity in applied linguistics.

languages is a key research

-
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Plate 5.5 Interdisciplinary collaboration in applied linguistics research
5.5.3 Preparing learners for evolving digital communication landscapes

As technology continues to transform communication, learners must be prepared to adapt.
Applied linguistics can guide the development of digital communication skills, such as
navigating multilingual platforms, using Al-driven tools responsibly, and engaging in global
online interactions. Teachers and learners alike need to cultivate flexibility and critical awareness
to thrive in these evolving landscapes.

Fill in the blank: Applied linguistics can guide the development of communication
skills for learners.

Skill Category Key Competencies Impact on Communication
Multilingual Navigating 1nt§rfgces in multiple Ingr@ases digital ‘hteracy gnd the
languages; switching between ability to access information across
Platform Use Lo > .
linguistic contexts digitally. diverse global networks.

Fact-checking Al outputs;
Responsible AI | understanding tool limitations;
Tool Use ethical use of machine
translation.

Ensures accuracy and maintains
the "human-in-the-loop" necessary
for nuanced communication.

Practicing digital etiquette
Global Online (netiquette); understanding cross-
Interaction cultural pragmatic norms in
virtual spaces.

Reduces misunderstandings in
professional and social cross-
border collaborations.

Box 5.5 Preparing learners for digital communication

Pilot questions 5.5

-
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Conversational Al systems that simulate natural dialogue are an example of
trends in applied linguistics.

Improving machine translation for languages is a key research opportunity in
applied linguistics.

Applied linguistics can guide the development of communication skills for
learners.

List three emerging trends in Al and speech technologies.

Briefly explain why interdisciplinary collaboration is important for future research in applied
linguistics and technology.

Series Summary

This Series has explored how applied linguistics connects with technology, artificial intelligence,
and speech development, highlighting its growing importance in modern communication and
education. Its purpose has been to show you how linguistic knowledge underpins digital tools,
supports language learning, and shapes the way humans and machines interact.

We began with the foundations of applied linguistics in technology, considering its scope,
history, and intersections with innovation. Then we examined artificial intelligence and language
processing, focusing on natural language processing, machine translation, and speech
technologies. Moving on, we studied speech development theories, assistive technologies, and
Al-driven tools for pronunciation and fluency. Afterwards, we considered pedagogical and
ethical issues, including integration into teaching practice, benefits and limitations, and
responsible use. Finally, we looked at future directions, exploring emerging trends, research
opportunities, and preparing learners for evolving digital communication. By completing this
Series, you should now be able to define key concepts, explain major applications, analyse
intersections between linguistics and technology, evaluate tools and ethical issues, and identify
future opportunities; as'outlined in the Series Learning Outcomes (SLOs).

Glossary of Terms
Accent training Practice designed to help learners adjust their pronunciation to sound closer to a
target language or dialect.

Applied linguistics The study of language-related problems and solutions in real-world contexts,
including teaching, translation, and technology.

Assistive technologies Tools created to support individuals with speech or language difficulties,
such as speech-generating devices or communication boards.

Bias A tendency in Al systems to favour certain languages, dialects, or groups, which can lead to
unequal outcomes.

Computational linguistics The application of computer science methods to analyse and process
human language.

)
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Digital communication skills Abilities needed to interact effectively in online and technology-
driven environments, such as using multilingual platforms and Al tools responsibly.

Fluency The ability to speak or write smoothly and accurately without unnecessary pauses or
hesitation.

Machine translation The use of computer systems to automatically translate text or speech from
one language to another.

Natural language processing (NLP) A branch of artificial intelligence that enables computers
to analyse, understand, and generate human language.

Pronunciation analysis The process of examining how speech sounds are produced, often
supported by Al tools that provide feedback.

Responsible use The practice of applying technology in ways that are fair, transparent, and
inclusive, avoiding harm or exclusion.

Speech development The process by which humans acquire the ability to produce and
understand spoken language.

Speech recognition Technology that converts spoken language into written text, used in voice
assistants and transcription services.

Speech synthesis Technology that generates spoken language from written text, often referred to
as text-to-speech (TTS).

Translation software Digital tools that convert text or speech from one language to another,
often using machine translation methods.

Concept Check Questions [Series 5]
Objective questions

The study of language-related problems and solutions in real-world contexts is called
. (Linked to SLO 5.1)

The branch of artificial intelligence that enables computers to analyse, understand, and

generate human language is called . (Linked to SLO 5.3)
The process of generating spoken language from text is known as . (Linked to
SLO 5.5)

When Al systems favour certain languages or dialects, this is referred to as
(Linked to SLO 5.11)

Short-answer questions

Define computational linguistics and explain its relevance to modern communication. (Linked to
SLO 5.2)

List two benefits and two limitations of using technology in language learning. (Linked to SLO
5.10)
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Identify three theories of speech development discussed in applied linguistics. (Linked to SLO
5.6)

Describe one emerging trend in Al and speech technologies. (Linked to SLO 5.12)
Long-answer questions

Analyse the role of machine translation in multilingual communication, highlighting both its
strengths and weaknesses. (Linked to SLO 5.4)

Evaluate the ethical issues surrounding the use of Al in language teaching, with particular
reference to bias and accessibility. (Linked to SLO 5.11)

Design a strategy for integrating Al-driven tools into language teaching practice, ensuring
alignment with pedagogical goals. (Linked to SLO 5.9)

Answers to Concept Check Questions [Series 5]
Objective questions

Applied linguistics
Natural language processing (NLP)
Speech synthesis (text-to-speech)
Bias

Short-answer questions

Computational linguistics is the application of computer science to analyse and process human
language. It is relevant because it underpins technologies such as machine translation, chatbots,
and digital assistants.

Benefits: personalised learning, wider access to resources. Limitations: over-reliance on tools,
reduced human interaction.

Behaviourist theory, cognitive theory, social interactionist theory.

Conversational Al systems that simulate natural dialogue.

Long-answer questions

Question 9: Analyse the role of machine translation in multilingual communication.

Basic response: Machine translation allows text or speech to be converted automatically
between languages, supporting multilingual communication. It is fast and accessible but
may struggle with accuracy and cultural nuances.

Value-added response: Beyond the basics, learners can note that neural machine translation
has improved fluency and contextual accuracy. However, challenges remain for low-
resource languages, idiomatic expressions, and maintaining cultural sensitivity.

Question 10: Evaluate the ethical issues surrounding the use of Al in language teaching.
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Basic response: Ethical issues include bias, where systems favour certain languages or
dialects, and accessibility, where not all learners have equal access to digital tools.

Value-added response: Outstanding learners may add that responsible use requires
transparency in algorithms, inclusivity in design, and ongoing monitoring to prevent
discrimination. They might also discuss the importance of teacher awareness and critical
evaluation of Al tools.

Question 11: Design a strategy for integrating Al-driven tools into language teaching practice.

Basic response: A strategy could involve using Al platforms for personalised feedback,
speech recognition apps for practice, and translation tools for communication, all aligned
with lesson objectives.

Value-added response: Learners could expand by suggesting phased integration, teacher
training, and continuous evaluation of tool effectiveness. They might also propose
combining Al tools with traditional methods to balance technology use with human
interaction.

Answers to Pilot Questions [Series 5]
Part 5.1 Foundations of Applied Linguistics in Technology

Applied linguistics
Computational linguistics
Natural language processing (NLP)
Part 5.2 Artificial Intelligence and Language Processing
Natural language processing (NLP)
Machine translation
Speech synthesis (text-to-speech)
Chatbots, sentiment analysis

Modern machine translation uses statistical models and neural networks rather than word-for-
word substitution

Part 5.3 Speech Development and Technological Tools

Speech development

Assistive technologies

Al-driven tools

Behaviourist theory, cognitive theory, social interactionist theory

By modelling native-like speech patterns and providing corrective feedback
Part 5.4 Pedagogical and Ethical Considerations

Pedagogical goals
2

R
LA-NET | ONLINE LEARNING VIDEO PLATFORM FOR POST-SECONDARY & HIGHER INSTITUTION STUDENTS



Evaluate
Bias

Benefits: personalised learning, wider access to resources. Limitations: over-reliance on
tools, technical issues, reduced human interaction

Because not all learners have equal access to digital tools, which can create inequality
Part 5.5 Future Directions in Applied Linguistics and Technology

Emerging

Low-resource

Digital

Conversational Al, adaptive learning platforms, accessibility-focused speech technologies

Because it combines expertise from linguistics, computer science, education, and psychology
to create effective and inclusive systems
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Hlustrations
Figure 5.1 Scope of applied linguistics in technology
Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a diagram showing the scope of applied linguistics in technology:
translation, speech recognition, language learning apps, multilingual communication.”

Plate 5.1 Historical development of applied linguistics in technology
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Suggested OER source: “history of applied linguistics technology OER image.”
Box 5.1 Key intersections between linguistics and technology
Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a box listing intersections between linguistics and technology: NLP, speech
technology, language learning technology.”

Figure 5.2 Applications of natural language processing
Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a diagram showing NLP applications: chatbots, sentiment analysis,
automatic summarisation, translation.”

Plate 5.2 Evolution of machine translation

Suggested OER source: “machine translation evolution linguistics OER image.”
Box 5.2 Speech technologies in Al

Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a box listing speech technologies in Al: speech recognition, speech
synthesis.”

Figure 5.3 Theories of speech development
Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a diagram showing theories of speech development: behaviourist, cognitive,
social interactionist.”

Plate 5.3 Assistive technologies for speech and language learning

Suggested OER source: “assistive technologies speech language learning OER image.”
Box 5.3 Al-driven tools for speech development

Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a box listing Al-driven tools for speech development: pronunciation
analysis, fluency practice, accent training.”

Figure 5.4 Integrating Al into language teaching practice
Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a diagram showing integration of Al into language teaching: feedback,
tracking progress, interactive activities, communication support.”

Box 5.4 Benefits and limitations of technology in language learning
Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.
Prompt: “Create a box listing benefits and limitations of technology in language learning.”
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Plate 5.4 Ethical issues in Al and language learning

Suggested OER source: “ethical issues Al language learning OER image.”
Figure 5.5 Emerging trends in Al and speech technologies

Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a diagram showing emerging trends in applied linguistics: conversational
Al, adaptive learning, accessibility-focused speech technologies.”

Plate 5.5 Interdisciplinary collaboration in applied linguistics research

Suggested OER source: “interdisciplinary collaboration applied linguistics technology OER
image.”

Box 5.5 Preparing learners for digital communication
Al-generated using Copilot graphic tool.

Prompt: “Create a box listing digital communication skills: multilingual platform use,
responsible Al tool use, global online interaction.”
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